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Chicago  Market, 


The  one  significant  thing  in  the  whole  coal  trade  of  the  United 
States  for  the  current  week  was  the  announcement  on  December  30  that 
the  Illinois  Collieries  Company  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver.  This  not  only  reflects  conditions  in  existence  for  the  last  year 
or  so,  but  very  clearly  indicates  the  belief  of  some  conservative  coal  op¬ 
erators  that  the  prospects  immediately  ahead  of  the  market  are  not  any 
too  assuring.  If  this  one  incident  is  taken  as  a  warning  to  the  coal  opera¬ 
tors  that  the  present  is  no  time  to  force  their  output  upon  an  unwilling 
market  it  will  have  served  a  very  useful  purpose. 

The  causes  leading  up  to  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  of  this  com¬ 
pany  are  numerous.  The  principal  one,  however,  is  the  fact  that  the 
railroads  throughout  Illinois  have  been  discriminating  in  the  matter  of 
car  distribution  under  rules  which  they  have  established  for  the  guidance 
not  only  of  themselves  but  of  the  operators.  The  result  has  been  that 
the  operators  who  have  furnished  the  railroad  with  its  fuel  supply  have 
been  more  abundantly  supplied  than  those  who  devote  their  output  en¬ 
tirely  to  commercial  purposes.  This  has  limited  the  production  of  other 
companies  and  consequently  has  cut  down  the  earning  power.  More¬ 
over,  the  average  price  of  coal  in  Illinois  has,  as  a  result  of  overproduc¬ 
tion,  shown  a  gradual  decline  in  the  last  few  years,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  cost  of  production  and  the  cost  of  material  has  been  gradually 
increasing.  The  margin  therefore  between  the  cost  of  production  and 
the  selling  price  has  been  gradually  lessened,  until  today  it  is  at  least 
fifteen  cents  less  than  in  1904,  when  the  Illinois  Collieries  Company  was 
organized.  It  is  very  easy  to  see  that  this  sort  of  condition  could  bring 
about  a  state  of  affairs  where  the  solvency  of  even  a  company  having 
a  good  working  capital  would  soon  be  placed  in  jeopardy.  The  Illinois 
Collieries  Company  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  create  a  working 
capital  before  these  conditions  began  to  present  themselves  and  its 
failure  was  the  result. 

As  far  as  the  general  coal  trade  is  concerned  it  can  obtain  an 
object  lesson  from  the  status  of  this  company  and  also  some  things 
upon  which  to  wage  a  campaign  for  the  remedy  of  transportation  con¬ 
ditions  as  well  as  for  the  rationalization  of  production,  bringing  it  down 
to  a  point  where  actual  market  needs  are  served  rather  than  merely 
producing  the  coal  for  the  sake  of  keeping  the  mine  machinery  em¬ 
ployed.  Especially  are  the  mine  operators  warned  that  at  this  time 
there  is  no  virtue  in  endeavoring  to  force  the  enormous  output  of  the 
mines  upon  an  unwilling  market.  That  there  has  been  an  overproduc¬ 
tion  of  coal  is  clearly  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the  last  three  years  the 
output  of  the  State  of  Illinois  has  increased  approximately  forty  per 
cent.  One  cause  for  the  appointment  of  the  receiver  for  this  company 
was  the  belief  that  impending  market  conditions  do  not  promise  any 
relief  from  the  present  dull  business.  There  may  be  some  little  im¬ 
provement  in  the  trade  as  a  result  of  the  spell  of  cold  weather  and 
some  improvement  be  seen  in  the  way  of  resumption  of  business  by 
manufacturing  concerns.  Conditions  may  be  relieved  in  part  by  a  fear 
of  a  strike  of  the  mine  workers  on  April  1.  On  the  whole  there  is 
no  immediate  prospect  of  any  marked  improvement  in  conditions,  at 
least  during  the  first  half  of  this  year.  Just  now  it  seems  to  be  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  the  producers  of  coal  to  limit  their  output  to  the  actual 
needs  of  the  market. 

The  Anthracite  Situation. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  continues  to  be  the  strongest  point  in 
the  whole  fuel  market.  The  production  went  on  so  steadily  during  the 
month  of  December  that  the  output  will  probably  figure  close  to  5,200,- 
000  tons.  This  will  indicate  an  output  for  the  year  of  at  least  66,000,000 
tons  and  will  show  an  increase  over  1906  of  about  11,000,000  tons,  or  an 
increase  over  the  best  previous  year  of  upwards  of  5,000,000  tons.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  slowing  down  in  general  demand  during  December  and 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  weather  has  been  universally  warm,  none 
of  this  coal  has  been  placed  in  storage,  being  retained  for  the  actual 
needs  of  the  market  and  to  supply  the  contract  requirements.  There 
is  some  indication  that  egg  and  stove  sizes  are  long,  but  so  far  there 
has  been  no  overproduction  of  steam  sizes,  and  .there  is  even  a  talk 
of  an  advance  in  the  east  on  pea  coal. 

The  Bituminous  Coals. 

The  bituminous  trade  is  absolutely  dead  in  all  sections  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Reports  of  this  nature  come  from  the  east,  south,  far  west,  with 
the  exception  of  Kansas,  the  northwest  and  in  the  territory  surround¬ 
ing  Chicago.  The  reason  for  this  is,  of  course,  that  general  business 
has  been  extremely  dull,  and  consequently  the  consumption  of  steam 
coal  has  been  reduced  to  the  minimum.  At  the  same  time  the  domestic 
coal  trade  has  been  abnormally  light  for  this  time  of  the  year,  a  direct 
result  of  the  unusually  warm  -weather.  The  effects  of  this  are  to  bring 
down  all  bituminous  coal  pri.ces,  and  especially  the  circular  price  on  the 
high-grade  eastern  coals,  Hocking  and  splint,  which  have  been  cut 
within  the  week  fifty  cents  a  ton.  Other  coals  not  subject  to  circular 
price  have  been  reduced  in  the  same  way  and  the  market  is  now  gen¬ 
erally  down  to  the  midsummer  basis  of  values,  establishing  an  unprece¬ 
dented  condition  in  the  whole  coal  trade  at  least  covering  a  period  of 
fifteen  years. 


The  Chicago  coal  market,  as  far  as  the  eastern  coals  are  concerned, 
is  kept  reasonably  strong  through  the  curtailment  of  the  production 
‘and  shipments  into  this  city  of  the  higher  grade  coals.  It  is  evident, 
nevertheless,  that  the  market  as  far  as  western  coals  are  concerned  is 
gradually  weakening,  with  a  great  deal  of  coal  up  to  demurrage  and 
with  prices  on  the  down  grade.  This  is  dwq  to  the  fact  that  a  great 
many  of  the  coal  operators  in  Illinois  have  not  seen  fit  so  far  to  curtail 
the  production.  Without  any  specific  market  fcyr  coal  the  output  is 
sent  into  various  transfer  points  to  obtain  what  it  will  bring.  The 
market  consequently  divides  itself  into  two  different  sections,  each  with 
its  distinctive  feature  as  far  as  prices  are  concerned.  However,  the 
eastern  market  is  not  anywhere  near  as  strong  as  it  should  be,  as  is 
exemplified  by  the  fact  that  the  Hocking  and  splint  coals  have  been 
brought  down  to  a  mine  price  of  $1.50  per  ton  through  the  issuance 
of  a  new  circular  within  the  week,  and  this  establishes  the  midwinter 
market  upon  exactly  the  same  basis  as  the  midsummer  market. 

The  abundance  of  cars  in  all  territories  is  an  eloquent  commentary, 
on  the  condition  of  the  railroads  and  also  on  the  condition  of  general 
business.  In  some  places  these  cars  are  being  utilized  by  the  coal  oper¬ 
ators  to  rush  more  coal  to  market  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  sold.  The 
coal  men  in  this  respect  have  not  yet  taken  the  conservative  stand  of 
other  industrial  interests  and  are  not  consequently  curtailing  production 
to  a  point  where  it  will  conform  exactly  to  the  market  requirements. 

The  anthracite  market  is  gradually  weakening  under  the  influence 
of  the  increasing  supply.  There  is  a  big  stock  of  stove  and  egg  coal 
on  hand  and  this  is  of  course  having  a  tendency  to  weaken  the  market. 
In  one  or  two  individual  cases  nut  coal  is  still  short,  although  other 
concerns  have  caught  up  with  old  orders. 


The  Western  Coals. 


Franklin  county  coal  is  holding  just  about  steady  as  to  price,  al¬ 
though  the  market  is  extremely  dull.  The  following  are  the  nominal 
quotations  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks  or  nut,  $2.65  to  $3.00;  lj4-inch 
steam  lump,  $2.25  to  $2.40;  domestic  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.75. 

Third-vein  coal  is  dead,  but  prices  remain  unchanged,  nominally. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine-run,  $2.50;  chunks,  $2.75;  standard 
lump,  $2.65;  washed  nut,  $2.65;  screenings,  $1.60. 

DuQuoin  coals  are  about  steady  on  the  basis  of  last  week’s  prices, 
but  very  little  if  any  business  is  being  done.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Mine-run,  $1.70;  3-inch  egg  or  lump,  $2.00;  No.  1  nut,  $1.85;  screenings, 
$1.25  to  $1.30. 

Springfield  coal  has  been  easier  all  through  the  week  and  prices 
quoted  herein  have  been  shaded  considerably  on  spot  sales.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.80;  screenings,  $1.20;  nut,  $2.00;  egg  or 
lump,  $2.25;  1^-inch  lump,  $2.15. 

Lincoln  coal  prices  have  also  been  shaded  on  spot  business.  Trade 
is  quiet  and  we  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Domestic,  chunks,  $2.00;  egg, 
$2.50;  mine  run,  $1.85;  screenings,  $1.25;  nut,  $2.00;  l^-inch  lump,  $2.00. 

Clinton  coal  prices  are  down  a  fraction  for  the  week.  We  quote  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago:  Screenings,  $1.35;  mine-run,  $1.80;  4-inch  domestic, 
lump,  $2.40  to  $2.50;  steam,  lump,  $2.05  to  $2.10. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  is  quiet,  with  prices  holding  about 
steady  with  last  week’s  market.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks 
or  egg,  $2.30  to  $2.75;  steam,  lump,  $2.05  to  $2.20. 

Brazil  block  is  quiet.  Rumor  says  that  prices  have  been  shaded 
materially,  but  the  better  class  of  operators  are  getting  about  $2.95  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 


Circular  prices  on  Hocking  and  splint  coals  have  been  reduced  within 
the  week,  this  action  being  taken  to  meet  secret  cutting  of  prices  pre¬ 
vailing  quite  generally.  The  new  circulars  go  into  effect  at  once  and 
simply  take  cognizance  of  current  trade  conditions.  This  is  the  first 
cut  of  this  kind  made  in  midwinter  in  more  than  a  decade.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Hocking,  $3.00  to  $3.15;  splint,  $3.10  to  $3.40;  Jackson 
Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8,  $2.75  to  $2.90. 

Youghiogheny  coal  prices  have  not  changed,  but  the  market  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  slow,  the  only  trade  being  on  contract.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Three-quarter-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  j4-inch  steam,  $3.05  to 
$3.15;  lj^-inch  lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

Smokeless  mine  run  has  been  cleaned  up  to  a  very  large  extent  and 
the  price  is  stronger.  Lump  and  egg  are  shipped  in  larger  quantities  and 
the  price  has  been  broken.  A  good  deal  of  this  coal  is  en  route  to 
Chicago  and  the  prices  may  be  off  again  inside  of  a  week.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  mine-run,  $3.30  to  $3.50; 
egg,  or  lump,  $3.85  to  $4.30. 

Fairmount  coal  is  extremely  slow,  with  shippers  meeting  contracts 
only.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three-quarter-inch,  gas,  $3.15  to 
$3.25;  J^-inch,  steam,  $3.05  to  $3.15. 

The  only  steadying  power  in  the  coke  market  is  the  fact  that  rpost 
of  the  ovens  in  West  Virginia  territory  have  shut  down  for  the  time 
being.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $5.40;  Wise  county 
$5.25;  West  Virginia,  $5.25;  forty-eight-hour,  $4.40;  by-product,  domes¬ 
tic,  $5.25;  gas  house,  $5.25. 
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Annual  Review  of  Market  Conditions. 


Although  current  conditions  may  not  be  as  satisfactory  as  the  coal 
man  might  like,  a  review  of  the  coal  trade  industry  will  prove  that  the 
year  just  closed  was  the  most  remarkable  in  history.  This  is  true  alike 
from  the  standpoint  of  production  and  prices  obtained. 

The  production  of  coal  for  the  year  1907  was  the  heaviest  in  the 
world’s  history,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  abroad.  It  is  too  early, 
as  yet,  for  exact  figures  to  be  made  up.  The  statistics  of  1906  show 
that  the  production  in  this  country  was  approximately  414,000,000  tons. 
Taking  all  grades  into  consideration,  anthracite,  bituminous  and  the  lig¬ 
nites,  it  is  now  predicted  that  the  figures  will  show  pretty  close  to  450,- 
000,000  tons  of  coal  for  this  year.  It  is  estimated  likewise  that  this 
coal  will  have  a  value  of  approximately  $550,000,000.  These  estimates 
are  made  on  certain  concrete  figures.  It  is  known,  for  instance,  that 
the  production  of  anthracite  coal  shows  at  least  a  gain  of  5,000,000  tons 
over  the  best  previous  record  in  history,  while  showing  a  gain  of  about 
10,000,000  tons  over  the  production  of  1906.  This  same  percentage  of 
gain  being  shown  in  the  bituminous  and  lignite  coals,  the  production 
in  round  numbers  for  the  year  will  be,  very  easily,  450,000,000. 

This  estimate  is  borne  out  further  when  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  coal  moved  by  way  of  the  lake  routes  to  the  northwest  is  taken  into 
consideration.  The  exact  figures  on  that  have  not  so  far  been  com¬ 
piled,  but  the  specific  figures  up  to  the  middle  of  November,  and  esti¬ 
mates  after  that,  show  that  the  lake  trade  increased  about  4,000,000  tons, 
bringing  the  total  up  to  a  little  less  than  17,000,000  tons  for  the  year. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  movement  of  coal  by  river  routes,  to  the 
south,  was  larger  this  year  than  ever  before.  All  of  the  boats  that 
formerly  engaged  in  that  trade  were  kept  busy  whenever  there  was 
such  a  boating  stage  on  the  river.  This  is  extremely  important  when 
it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  the  Ohio  river  was  at  a  boating  stage 
for  a  greater  part  of  the  summer  than  at  any  time  for  a  decade  or  more. 
It  would  seem  that  such  a  large  increase  in  the  movement  to  the  south 
by  river  routes  would  naturally  place  more  coal  in  the  southern  markets 
than  the  consumption  would  warrant.  The  contrary  is  true.  The  south 
has  been  increasing  in  its  manufacturing  concerns  and  also  the  number  of 
electric  lighting  plants,  which  consume  coal  in  large  quantities.  It 
has  been  necessary  threfore  to  augment  the  railroads'  shipments  to 
the  south  by  an  all-rail  movement.  When  Alabama,  Tennessee  and 
western  Kentucky  could  not  supply  this  demand  freight  rates  were 
adjusted  to  let  the  Illinois  miners  enter  the  southern  market  on  ad¬ 
vantageous  terms. 

Demand  Is  General. 

Moreover,  the  demands  from  other  sections  have  been  equally 
heavy,  creating  extraordinary  market  conditions.  It  is  known  that  the 
state  of  Illinois  sold  to  western  railroads  over  1,250,000  tons  of  _  coal, 
whereas  in  former  years  sales  in  these  territories  have  been  of  negligible 
quantities  only.  The  same  practically  is  true  of  Indiana  and  the  pro¬ 
ducing  states  further  west.  Not  only  the  western  railroads  required  a 
great  deal  of  coal,  but  the  west  is  beginning  to  diversify  its  industry, 
creating  manufacturing  plants,  which  are  heavy  consumers  of  coal. 
These  were  not  able  to  rely,  as  much  as  they  had  expected,  upon  the 
local  supplies  of  gas  and  oil  and  consequently  they  were  forced  to  be¬ 
come  buyers  of  coal.  The  demands  upon  Indiana  and  Illinois  fields 
consequently  having  been  increasingly  heavy  from  a  constantly  widen¬ 
ing  market. 

The  situation  in  the  northwest  practically  was  the  same  as  that 
seen  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  For  one  thing  the  northwest  was 
concerned  very  seriously  lest  the  coal  shortage,  experienced  during  the 
winter  of  1906  and  1907,  should  be  duplicated.  It  consequently  was 
induced  to  buy  more  coal  than  it  otherwise  would.  Account  must  be 
taken  also  of  the  fact  that  the  northwestern  Canada  is  rapidly  becoming 
a  producing  center  of  importance  due  to  the  growth  of  its  agricultural 
section.  This  accounted,  in  part,  for  the  increased  movement  by  the 
lake  route  of  4,000,000  tons  for  this  year.  All  told,  up  until  about 
the  first  of  December,  the  coal  trade  was  more  concerned  in  producing 
enough  coal  to  move  to  market  and  in  getting  transportation  facilities 
than  in  finding  a  market  for  its  output.  From  the  standpoint  of  pro¬ 
duction,  therefore,  the  coal  trade  for  the  year  1907  may  justly  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  record  breaker  and  one  which  should  have  produced  enormous 
profits  to  the  coal  trade  operators. 

In  addition,  evidences  are  not  wanting  that  the  coal  year  was  ex¬ 
tremely  prosperous  from  the  standpoint  of  prices  obtained.  This,  of 
course,  came  about  through  a  diversity  of  circumstances.  In  the  first 
place  the  weather,  at  the  close  of  the  coal  year  on  April  first,  was 
unusually  cold.  This  permitted  the  dealers  and  operators  to  clean  up 
any  stocks  which  they  might  have  on  hand  at  that  time.  This  weather 
continued  favorable  to  the  coal  man  all  through  the  spring  and  into  the 
early  summer.  It  was  well  into  the  middle  of  June  before  the  steady 
consumption  of  coal,  even  for  domestic  use,  was  discontinued  for  the 
year.  Dealers  who  expected  to  have  enough  coal  left  over,  from  the 
winter  trade,  to  supply  the  harvest  demand  found  that  their  bins  were 
empty  and  that  they  were  forced  to  call  upon  the  operating  companies 
to  make  good  the  deficiency. 

Summer  Production. 

This  kept  the  coal  mines  producing  at  an  unusual  rate  all  through 
the  summer  months,  first  to  supply  the  harvest  demand  and  second  the 
extraordinary  demand  for  storage  purposes  created  by  the  fear  that  a 


shortage  was  going  to  be  experienced  during  the  current  winter.  This, 
in  fact,  accounts  accurately  for  the  fact  that  production  during  the 
summer  months,  especially  July  and  August,  was  the  heaviest  in  the 
history  of  this  country.  These  extraordinary  demands  were  no  sooner 
satisfied  than  the  coal  operators  were  plunged  into  the  regular  fall 
demand  which  appears  usually  about  the  first  of  September.  Almost 
everyone  seemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  winter  was  going  to  be 
severe  and  the  demand  for  coal  would  be  excessive  and  that  the  rail¬ 
road  car  shortage  would  be  extreme.  Consequently  the  coal  trade 
was  besieged  with  early  orders  which  had  to  be  filled.  This  kept  the 
railroads  busy  to  the  limit  of  their  car  capacity. 

The  extraordinary  demand  for  these  purposes  did  not  let  up  until 
fully  six  weeks  after  the  panic  had  hit  Wall  Street  and  it  might  be 
said  that  for  eleven  months  of  the  year  coal  production  was  only  lim¬ 
ited  by  the  supply  of  cars  available  for  the  movement  of  this  com¬ 
modity  to  the  market.  Such  an  extraordinary  demand  naturally  brought 
about  very  satisfactory  prices  and  even  in  mid-summer  there  was  no 
sacrificing  of  coal  either  on  current  business  or  on  contract.  Most  of 
the  producing  companies  were  so  sanguine  about  the  future  that  they 
would  not  make  any  contracts  at  low  prices  and  some  had  so  much  faith 
in  the  winter  market  that  they  withheld  their  tonnage  from  the  market 
altogether. 

Although  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  expressed 
at  labor  conditions,  it  is  realized  that,  on  the  whole,  these  were  more 
satisfactory  in  1907  than  for  the  majority  of  the  time  in  the  past.  For 
one  thing,  the  coal  operators  were  not  confronted  with  the  necessity 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  miners  prior  to  the  first  of  April. 
From  that  time  on,  practically  through  the  entire  year,  the  miners 
showed  a  disposition  to  work  steadily  without  much  general  com¬ 
plaint  at  conditions.  A  few  of  the  anthracite  miners  were  disposed, 
at  one  time,  to  leave  the  fields  of  production  and  enter  a  less  hazard¬ 
ous  employment,  but  before  this  shift  was  well  under  way  the  period 
of  financial  depression  came  and  these  miners  were  more  than  satisfied 
to  retain  their  positions. 

West  Virginia  had  trouble  with  the  miners  of  an  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  sort,  being  of  the  necessity  to  produce  large  amounts  of  coal 
without  a  sufficient  number  of  men.  West  Virginia,  consequently,  was 
striving  to  increase  the  importation  of  miners  into  that  territory  to 
supply  the  demand.  There  was  a  shortage  of  labor  in  Illinois  and  Indi¬ 
ana,  at  certain  times,  but  the  coal  operators  did  not  suffer  very  much 
on  this  account.  Kansas  had  a  period  of  uneasiness  over  the  renewal 
of  its  wage  agreement,  but  came  happily  through  this  without  a  strike. 
The  same  is  true  of  Wyoming,  which  succeeded  in  tying  up  its  mine 
workers  for  a  period  of  two  years  in  a  wage  agreement.  Toward  the 
end  of  1907  a  definite  move  was  started  for  the  recreation  of  an  interstate 
wage  agreement  covering  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  this  seemed  in  a  fair  way  to  become  realized. 

Disasters  in  Mines. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year  four  big  mine  disasters  occurred,  each 
with  a  serious  loss  of  life  and  property.  This  only  served  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  the  year,  up  to  that  time,  had  been  remarkably  free  from 
disastrous  mine  explosions.  Even  taking  into  consideration  the  tre¬ 
mendous  loss  which  resulted  from  these  four  explosions,  it  is  the  belief 
that  the  year’s  record  will  show  up  favorably  in  this  respect. 

More  or  less  difficulty  was  experienced  by  floods,  this  being  par¬ 
ticularly  true  in  the  Hocking  Valley  and  the  anthracite  fields.  The 
former  came  in  March  and  the  latter  in  November.  The  result  of  the 
disaster  in  the  Hocking  district  was,  by  far,  the  most  serious,  since 
it  tied  up  mine  operations  for  about  two  weeks.  The  floods  in  the 
anthracite  fields  embarrassed  the  workers  for  a  comparatively  short  time. 

Legislative  affairs  seemed  to  turn  in  favor  of  the  coal  operating 
companies.  There  is,  of  course,  an  offset  to  the  favorable  legislation 
in  the  embarrassment  now  confronting  the  railroads  which  own  coal 
land.  This  embarrassment  will,  it  is  believed,  be  settled  before  we 
have  gone  very  far  into  1908.  For  one  thing,  the  Hepburn  law  was  in 
good  working  order  from  the  first  of  January,  1907,  on  through  the 
year,  and  proved  one  of  the  most  beneficial  measures  ever  introduced, 
for  the  independent  coal  operator.  It  gave  him  assurance  of  sidetrack 
connections  and  also  of  favorable  transportation  conditions.  More¬ 
over,  a  great  many  of  the  states  passed  reciprocal  demurrage  laws 
which  placed  the  coal  operator  upon  equal  terms  with  the  railroad 
company  in  the  matter  of  transportation.  The  year  was  remarkable 
also  for  the  agitation  of  the  improvement  of  our  natural  waterways, 
which  are  to  be  a  material  aid  in  the  matter  of  the  movement  of  coal 
to  market.  The  most  striking  development  along  this  line  was  the 
adoption  of  a  national  policy,  at  least  so  far  as  the  chief  executive  is 
concerned,  to  develop  the  waterways  that  coarse  commodities,  such  as 
coal,  may  be  carried  at  the  least  possible  figure.  The  plans  undertaken 
contemplate  the  creation  of  a  deep  waterway  from  the  lakes  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  canalization  of  the  Ohio  river  and  the  construction 
of  a  barge  canal  from  Lake  Erie  at  Ashtabula  to  the  headwaters  of  the 
Ohio  river  at  Pittsburgh. 

All  things  taken  into  consideration,  the  coal  trade  for  the  year 
which  has  just  closed  has  been  most  satisfactory,  giving  the  coal  man 
many  reasons  to  rejoice,  even  though  market  conditions  at  the  close  of 
the  year  were  not  quite  as  satisfactory  as  one  might  desire. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


different  kinds  of  coal  than  any  other  city 
in  the  country. 


Current  Conditions  Are  Not  Satisfactory 
and  Data  Shows  a  Falling  Off 
for  the  Year. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  January  2. 

There  is  absolutely  no  improvement  in  the 
Cincinnati  coal  market.  In  fact,  there  is 
ho  market.  There  is  practically  no  demand  for 
coal.  Prices  are  no  object.  The  people  who 
usually  buy  coal  do  not  need  any  now,  and 
they  will  not  listen  to  any  proposition  at  the 
present  time.  Many  of  the  mines  of  the  dis¬ 
tricts  of  which  this  is  the  distributing  center 
have  shut  down  presumably  for  the  holidays; 
but  until  there  is  a  greatly  increased  demand 
for  coal  there  will  not  be  any  resumption  of 
mining  worth  mentioning. 

Many  contracts  are  being  violated  by  buyers 
who  can  now  buy  at  lower  prices  on  the  open 
market,  and  the  holders  of  these  contracts  are 
holding  the  bag.  There  is  no  denying  that 
the  coal  business  is  in  a  bad  way,  and  no¬ 
body  seems  to  know  when  any  improvement 
may  be  expected.  Of  course  there  is  always 
a  slight  revival  of  general  business  after  the 
holidays  and  the  end  of  the  year;  but  the  coal 
men  are  beginning  to  discount  the  reports 
of  mills  and  factories  resuming  operations 
after  inactivity  caused  by  the  financial,  crisis 
just  passed,  for  the  demand  for  coal  to  run 
these  resuming  mills  is  not  forthcoming. 

As  noted  before,  there  is  really  no  coal 
market  at  present.  Any  person  wishing  to 
buy  coal  can  buy  it  at  his  own  prices.  Most 
of  the  producers  and  selling  agencies  are 
quoting  $1.50  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  splint 
lump,  and  $2.00  a  ton  for  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump  and  egg,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
these  quotations  can  be  beaten  by  any  ordinary 
buyer.  Sixty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  is  about 
the  ordinary  quotation  for  nut  and  slack,  but 
there  has  been  many  a  car  sold  at  thirty  and 
forty  cents  to  unload.  The  continued  warm 
and  spring-like  weather  is  responsible  for 
much  of  the  dullness,  and  the  local  retail 
trade  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  wholesale 
trade,  with  the  exception  that  there  has  been 
no  cutting  of  prices  to  amount  to  anything 
in  the  retail  trade. 


Coal  Record  in  1907. 

The  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  rec¬ 
ords  for  the  year  1907  are  complete  for  many 
commodities,  and  the  report  of  the  receipts 
and  shipments  of  rail  coal  into  and  out  of 
Cincinnati  for  the  year  1907  are  far  below 
the  figures  of  1906.  These  figures,  which  are 
official  and  taken  every  day,  by  a  large  force 
of  copying  clerks  from  the  actual  railroad 
bills  of  lading,  show  that  the  receipts  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  during  the  year  1907  were  76,981 
cars  compared  with  105,842  cars  for  the  year 
1906.  The  shipments  for  the  year  just  closed 
are  56,651  cars  compared  with  79,947  cars  dur¬ 
ing  1906.  These  figures  will  be  a  great  sur¬ 
prise  to  many  persons  who  predicted  that, 
notwithstanding  the  dull  business  of  the  past 
two  months,. they  thought  the  year’s  business 
would  figure  up  greater  than  1906.  The  re 
ceipts  of  anthracite  coal  dropped  from  1,132 
cars  in  1906  to  934  cars  in  1907.  The  foregoing 
figures  do  not  include  river  coal,  and  it  will 
be  some  time  before  the  complete  report  for 
the  year  can  be  made,  as  it  is  necessary  to  get 
the  river  figures  from  the  individual  shipping 
companies,  and  this  is  always  attended  with 
more  or  less  delay. 


Wants  Coal  Testing  Plant. 

The  Cincinnati  Industrial  Bureau  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  strong  endeavor  to  get  the  government 
to  establish  a  coal  testing  plant  in  Cincinnati. 
It  is  argued  that  great  good  came  from  the 
establishment  of  the  coal  testing  plant  at  the 
St.  Louis  exposition,  and  that  a  permanent  gov¬ 
ernment  plant  should  be  located  here,  because 
Cincinnati  is  the  distributing  point  of  more 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Edward  Heiner,  brother  of  H.  H.  Heiner 
of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  was  a  Cin¬ 
cinnati  visitor  during  the  week. 

Samuel  Dixon,  one  of  the  greatest  Kanawha 
and  New  River  coal  producers,  was  here  a 
few  days  early  in  the  week,  returning  home 
for  New  Years. 

R.  A.  Colter,  general  confidential  man  for 
the  C.  G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  spent 
part  of  the  week  looking  after  the  affairs  of 
his  company  in  Indiana. 

G.  C.  Nutting,  traffic  manager  of  the  New 
River  Kanawha  Fuel  Company,  was  here  on 
business  and  pleasure  the  first  of  the  week. 
His  headquarters  are  at  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president,  and  R.  H.  Richard¬ 
son,  general  manager  of  the  New  River  Kan¬ 
awha  Fuel  Company  came  down  from  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  to  spend  part  of  the  holidays 
with  friends  in  Cincinnati. 

The  Hatfield  Coal  Company  of  Covington, 
presented  its  employes  with  its  usual  Christ¬ 
mas  remembrance  the  day  before  Christmas, 
being  from  two  to  ten  per  cent  of  the  yearly 
wages  of  the  company’s  men.  The  gift  cost 
the  company  about  $1,000. 

Notwithstanding  the  mild  winter,  the  As¬ 
sociated  Charities  and  the  City  Outdoor  Poor 
Department  have  had  more  requests  for  coal 
this  winter  than  ever  before.  One  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  families  have  been 
supplied  with  coal  thus  far  this  winter. 

Word  has  reached  here  that  many  of  the 
mines  of  western  Kentucky  came  out  on  a 
strike  the  first  of  the  year.  It  is  impossible  to 
tell  the  number  striking,  or  for  what  they 
are  contending.  With  the  present  stagnation 
in  the  coal  trade  they  doubtless  could  stay 
out  forever  and  never  be  missed. 

President  William  Clauss,  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  was  the 
recent  recipient  of  a  beautiful  loving  cup.  The 
gift  was  a  present  from  the  members  of  the 
Louisville  branch  office  of  the  company.  The 
cup  is  a  very  large  one,  standing  about  a  foot 
in  height,  and  is  handsomely  engraved. 

The  E.  E.  White  Coal  Company  has  been 
chartered  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $500,000,  $50,000  of  which 
has  been  subscribed.  The  offices  of  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  at  Beckley,  and  the  principal 
operations  in  Raliegh  county.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  of  prominent  Pennsylvania  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  gentlemen  are  interested  in  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Sydney  P.  Hostler  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor 
a  few  days  ago,  and  one  night,  while  here, 
dropped  in  on  the  annual  meeting  of  Syrian 
Temple  and  introduced  a  number  of  Cincin¬ 
nati  coal  men  to  a  large  number  of  other  Cin¬ 
cinnati  business  men.  It  is  safe  to  assert 
that  Mr.  Hostler  knows  more  Cincinnati  peo¬ 
ple  than  most  of  the  residents  of  the  Queen 
City.  Mr.  Hostler  was  manager  of  the  Wini- 
frede  Coal  Company  here  for  a  short  time  and 
made  many  friends  during  his  stay. 


Receipts  of  Anthracite  by  Lake  at  Chicago 


The  report  of  anthracite  receipts  at  Chicago 
for  the  season  of  navigation  shows  the  Lehigh 
Coal  Company  to  be  still  in  the  lead.  The  other 
companies  made  good  records,  the  increase  in 
receipts  being  large.  Following  are  the  receipts 
by  companies : 


1907.  1906. 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company .  249,930  218,618 

S.  C.  Schenck,  agent .  185,284  160,421 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  &  Co .  179,563  152,618 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co .  172,696  131,133 

O.  S.  Richardson  Coal  Company .  162,106  72,085 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Company .  80,581  *36,943 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Company .  12,582  2,432 


Total 


1,042,742  781,751 


‘Received  by  L.  F.  Dreiske  &  Co. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Business  Is  Dull  Now,  |  but  Plans  Are 
Made  for  Immediate  Im¬ 
provement. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  January  2. 

In  local  bituminous  circles  the  closing  week  of 
the  old  year  was  one  of  the  quietest  of  the  entire 
twelve  months.  The  weather  has  been  unusually 
warm,  which  has  caused  a  falling  off  in  the  de¬ 
mand  in  this  immediate  part  of  the  state,  while 
the  holidays  have  done  their  share  toward  break¬ 
ing  up  the  regular  routine  of  the  miners. 

A  large  number  of  the  mines  in  this  vicinity 
have  been  working  on  half  time  for  the  past  two 
weeks,  but  practically  all  will  again  return  to 
full  working  time  next  week.  A  large  number 
of  the  heavy  standing  contracts  held  by  the 
largest  producers  had  been  temporarily  held  up 
during  a  portion  of  the  recent  financial  crisis, 
and  shipments  will  again  be  ordered  forward  on 
these  the  first  of  the  week. 

The  local  consumption  this  winter  is  far  below 
the  general  average  for  December  and  January, 
but  all  of  the  operators  look  upon  the  condi¬ 
tions  as  very  favorable  in  view  of  the  existing 
conditions.  The  present  demand  is  very  light, 
but  even  under  these  circumstances  there  have 
been  no  changes  reported  in  the  prices  of  the 
past  several  weeks,  and  quotations  for  this  week 
remain  practically  unchanged,  although  there  is 
some  slight  shading  being  done  in  exceptional 
cases.  The  prices  of  the  large  producers  remain 
intact,  with  no  indications  of  any  reductions. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  demand  for  coke, 
and  the  market  continues  rather  dull.  Inquiries 
are  being  made  for  some  large  shipments,  how¬ 
ever,  and  the  future  looks  brighter  this  week 
than  has  been  the  case  for  some  weeks  past.  A 
number  of  blast  furnaces  will  be  blown  in  next 
week,  and  as  reserve  stocks  have  been  running 
quite  low,  orders  to  resume  shipments  to  some 
of  the  large  steel  companies  are  expected  almost 
any  day.  Connellsville  foundry  coke  is  quoted  at 
from  $2.65  to  $2.80  and  furnace  at  $1.85  to  $2.00 
at  the  ovens. 


Darr  Mine  Relief. 

During  the  past  week  the  majority  of  the 
bodies  of  the  victims  of  the  Darr  mine,  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  have  been  recovered 
and  removed  from  the  mine,  although  there  are 
a  number  of  entries  that  have  not  been  explored, 
on  account  of  the  heavy  wreckage  that  has  been 
found  there.  The  scene  of  the  explosion  has 
been  reached  and  this  portion  of  the  mine  shows 
the  terrific  force  that  caused  such  loss  of  life. 
Over  300  bodies  have  been  removed,  and  while 
it  is  positively  known  that  there  are  more  under 
the  wreckage,  it  is  impossible  to  positively  deter¬ 
mine  the  number  or  make  an  estimate  as  to  the 
total  number  of  dead. 

An  examination  of  the  mine  has  been  made, 
and  it  was  found  that  it  is  not  as  badly  dam¬ 
aged  as  was  at  first  feared.  The  total  loss  to 
the  workings,  equipment,  etc.,  is  not  thought  to 
be  over  $100,000.  This  damage  will  be  repaired 
as  soon  as  possible,  but  it  is  not  thought  that 
the  mine  will  again  be  ready  to  place  in  opera¬ 
tion  for  at  least  two  months. 


News  in  Brief. 

There  was  another  rapid  rise  in  all  of  the  local 
rivers  this  week,  which,  under  ordinary  circum¬ 
stances,  would  have  permitted  the  shipment  of 
large  quantities  of  coal.  There  was,  however, 
practically  none  in  the  lower  pools,  so  that  the 
opportunity  was  a  total  loss,  but  two  tows  hav¬ 
ing  been  sent  out.  A  large  number  of  empties 
were  brought  up,  however,  and  these  will  be 
loaded  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may 
be  sent  out  on  the  next  rise. 

The  coal  production  in  the  Pittsburgh  district 
during  1907  was  the  largest  m  the  history  of  the 
industry,  making  the  year  just  closed  the  most 
prosperous  that  we  have  ever  had.  The  exact 
figures  have  not  been  completed. 
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Minneapolis  Market. 


The  Buying  Is  Extremely  Slow  and 
Prices  Naturally  Are  Suf¬ 
fering. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  January  2. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  coal  business  in  the  north¬ 
west  now  is  a  huge  joke.  Sales  agents  and 
coal  dealers  might  just  as  well  be  out  on  the 
greensward  in  the  glare  of  the  mid-summer 
sun  'that  shines  m  December  playing  tennis 
for  all  the  good  they  can  accomplish  in  a 
business  way. 

If  a  summary  of  the  conditions  were  to  be 
furnished,  it  would  read:  One  day  of  cold 
weather;  six  days  of  warm  weather — and  the 
poor  coal  men  thinking  of  free  lunch  counters 
for  the  balance  of  the  winter. 

As  a  matter  o£  fact  there  is  no  coal  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  northwest.  In  order  to  avoid  con¬ 
ditions  which  occurred  last  winter,  the  rail¬ 
roads  and  the  press  advised  coal  dealers  to 
take  in  coal  early  and  lots  of  it.  The  advice 
was  accepted  and  coal  sheds  are  bulging  on 
all  four  sides,  while  the  roof  in  some  instances 
shows  an  unusual  elevation.  Buyers  for  the 
large  line-yard  companies  are  generally  a 
jovial  lot.  They  are  just  as  jovial  in  the 
present  crisis  as  they  have  been  at  any  time, 
but  that  is  as  far  as  they  go.  They  do  not 
buy  any  coal  to  give  poignancy  to  their  jokes 
and  genialty.  And  at  that  they  are  not  to  be 
blamed.  When  their  agents  at  various  stations 
send  in  a  weekly  report  containing  as  its  prin¬ 
cipal  item  one  ton  of  coal  sold  during  a  period 
of  six  days,  they  would  in  most  instances  lose 
their  jobs  if  they  bought  any  more  pro¬ 
duct  for  shipment  to  such  points. 

The  northwest  is  full  of  coal.  Yards  are 
over-supplied  with  tonnage  from  Illinois,  In¬ 
diana,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia. 
Dock  interests  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  are 
leading  a  perfunctory  existence  waiting  for 
an  occasional  stray  order;  rail  shippers  are  in 
a  worse  position  because  they  generally  have 
a  demurrage  account  staring  them  in  the 
face  if  they  do  not  move  coal,  and  at  pres¬ 
ent  there  is  not  much  coal  moving,  so  that 
demurrage  accounts  are  growing  larger  every 
day  in  spite  of  Herculean  efforts  to  eliminate 
or  put  a  stop  to  them. 

While  at  times  last'  summer  the  market  in 
the  Twin  Cities  was  bad,  in  a  way  it  is  im¬ 
measurably  worse  at  present.  Then  there 
were  active  industries  to  absorb  a  few  stray 
cars;  now  the  industries  are  idle  or  working 
only  on  part  time,  and  in  addition  they  have 
contracts  which  will  provide  all  the  coal  re¬ 
quired.  Steam  business  is  unusually  dull  and 
quiet  and  with  domestic  business  in  the  same 
condition  there  are  very  few  orders  to  be  had. 


The  Illinois  Coals. 

Of  all  the  coals  coming  into  this  market 
Springfield  seems  to  be  in  the  worst  shape. 
This  is  not  a  market  that  will  use  much  of 
that  grade  of  coal,  probably  because  the  pro¬ 
ducers  have  not  educated  their  customers. 
Buyers  here  either  use  a  very  high  or  a 
very  poor  grade  of  coal,  and  that  of  medium 
quality  does  not  have  many  adherents.  Spring- 
field  coal  has  been  sold  during  the  past  week 
for  the  freight.  One  car  of  nut  that  came  to 
the  personal  atetntion  of  the  writer  had  de¬ 
murrage  accrued  amounting  to  $37.  The  buy¬ 
er  paid  the  $1.80  freight  rate  for  the  coal,  but 
he  would  not  pay  the  demurrage.  The  railroad 
will  hold  the  shipper  for  that  sum,  so  that  the 
shipper  is  not  only  out  his  whole  carload  of 
coal  but  $37  in  addition.  This  is  probably  the 
worst  hard-luck  story  of  the  season — at  the 
same  time  it  shows  what  this  market  will  do 
to  some  grades  of  coal  at  some  seasons  of 
the  year. 

Southern  Illinois  coals,  including  Franklin 
county  and  Carterville  are  far  from  strong. 
None  of  this  product,  however,  has  been  of¬ 
fered  at  any  such  ridiculous  figures  or  under 
such  bad  conditions  as  those  noted  above. 
The  market  on  these  coals  ranges  from.  $1.25 


to  $2.00  for  the  domestic  sizes.  The  maximum 
price  can  be  obtained  nearly  as  quickly  as 
the  minimum — it  is  not  a  question  of  price, 
but  of  having  some  place  in  which  to  put  the 
coal. 

Dock  prices  are  steady  as  is  natural  under 
existing  conditions,  but  the  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness  is  small.  Illinois  screenings  from  Frank¬ 
lin  countjr  have  sold  for  freight  during  the 
week. 


Indianapolis  Market 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  2. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  members  of  the  Indiana  coal 
trade  are  now  taking  a  retrospective  view  of 
what  was  accomplished  in  1907.  It  is  not  alto¬ 
gether  pleasant  to  them — in  fact,  it  was  not  a 
year  of  satisfactory  results.  From  start  to  finish 
conditions  were  not  as  favorable  to  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  as  might  ordinarily  be  expected.  The 
weather  seemed  unseasonable  most  of  the  time. 
Last  winter  there  were  a  few  weeks  only  in 
which  the  temperature  was  low  enough  to  put 
life  into  the  coal  trade. 

The  spring,  the  early  part  of  it,  when  there  is 
generally  a  good  demand  for  coal,  was  so  balmy 
that  sales  fell  off  with  practically  every  retailer 
and  operator.  A  late  fall  contributed  to  light  busi¬ 
ness  in  September,  October  and  November,  and 
December  was  not  much  better.  The  holiday  sea¬ 
son  has  been  almost  spring-like  and  New  Year’s 
day  was  a  reminder  of  early  April.  Dealers  say 
that  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  demand  is  not  what  it 
has  been  in  other  years.  It  seems  to  be  the 
unanimous  expression  that  1907  was  not  a  ban¬ 
ner  year  by  any  means  to  the  coal  men  of  In¬ 
diana  and  that  outlook  for  1908  is  none  too 
bright. 

Among  the  operators  much  difficulty  was  ex¬ 
perienced  during  November  and  December  in 
getting  sufficient  funds  for  payrolls.  In  several 
instances  the  miners  showed  an  ugly  disposition 
by  refusing  to  help  their  employers  during  finan¬ 
cial  embarrassment.  Collections  were  not  as  good 
as  usual  and  the  demand  for  all  steam  grades 
fell  down  because  of  the  closing  of  many  fac¬ 
tories  that  were  large  consumers.  The  result 
during  the  last  two  months  was  a  slow  market 
and  lower  prices  than  are  the  rule  for  November 
and  December.  Many  mines  have  been  closed 
down  but  with  the  easing  of  the  financial  situa¬ 
tion  and  the  arrangements  that  are  being  made 
by  many  manufacturers  to  resume  work,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  trade  will  soon  pick  up.  There  is  a 
more  optimistic  feeling  than  prevailed  a  few 
weeks  ago  and  while  the  operators  feel  that  busi¬ 
ness  men  generally  in  Indiana  will  retrench  some¬ 
what  as  compared  to  1907,  they  think  that  con¬ 
ditions  will  improve  steadily. 

The  retailers  here  are  starting  the  year  with 
the  following  scale  of  prices :  Anthracite,  all 
sizes,  $8.00  a  ton;  Pocahontas,  forked  lump,  $6.00; 
Pocahontas,  shoveled  lump,  $5.50;  Pocahontas, 
mine-run,  $4.50;  Pocahontas,  nut  and  slack,  $3.50; 
Blossburg,  $5.50;  Ohio  Jackson,  $5.50;  Kanawha 
lump,  $5.00 :  Raymond,  $5.00 ;  Pittsburgh  lump, 
$5.00 ;  Winifrede,  $5.00 ;  Falling  Rock  cannel, 
$6.50 :  Linton  lump,  $3.75 ;  Linton  egg,  $3.75 ; 

,  Hocking  Valley,  $4.75  ;  Luhrig,  $4.75;  Brazil  block, 
$4.50 ;  gashouse  lump  coke,  $6.00 ;  crushed  gas 
coke,  $6.50 ;  bags,  50  cents  a  ton  extra,  ground 
floor  or  dumped  in  cellar ;  bags,  75  cents  a  ton 
extra  carried  in  cellar;  charge  for  chute,  25 
cents  a  ton ;  coke  bags,  60  cents ;  bags,  cellar,  80 
cents. 

There  has  been  no  change  for  some  time  in 
the  prices  of  coal  at  the  mines.  Mine-run  is 
bringing  from  $1.10  to  $1.25  and  domestic  grades 
from  $1.65  to  $2.00. 


Mine  Workers’  Election. 

The  miners  are  making  arrangements  for  their 
annual  convention  the  middle  of  January.  The 
tellers  are  here  now  to  begin  the  count  of  the 
votes  for  national  officers.  It  is  believed  here 
that  Tom  Lewis  has  defeated  W.  D.  Wilson  for 
president. 

President  Mitchell,  who  is  in  very  poor  health, 
has  gone  to  Missouri  for  treatment,  but  he  ex¬ 
pects  to  return  next  week. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Warm  Weather  Hinders  the  Sale  of  Coal 
but  Conditions  Are  on  the 
Mend. 


Kansas  City,  January  2. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Warm  weather — that’s  the  plaint 
of  coal  men  these  days.  Not  in  many  years  has 
December  been  such  a  balmy  period  as  the  month 
just  closed.  Freezing  temperature  came  about 
twice  and  then  remained  only  for  a  very  brief 
period.  The  result  of  this  was  a  bad  business  in 
domestic  coal.  An  indication  of  the  lack  of  de¬ 
mand  is  the  fact  that  twenty  cars  of  Illinois  coal 
have  remained  on  track  here  for  nearly  an  entire 
month.  In  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  the  demand 
for  domestic  coal  has  been  particularly  disap¬ 
pointing. 

However,  in  spite  of  the  slack  business  in  do¬ 
mestic  coals,  dealers  say  that  the  scales  are  un¬ 
evenly  balanced  because  the  demand  for  steam 
coal  has  been  particularly  strong.  All  of  the 
railroads  are  turning  in  strong  orders.  This  is 
encouraging  because  in  November  the  steam  busi¬ 
ness  was  a  bit  below  normal.  The  packing  houses 
in  Kansas  City  have  also  begun  to  order  in  large 
amounts.  In  November  their  demands  were  very 
light.  Several  other  big  manufacturing  plants  in 
Kansas  City,  which  curtailed  their  output  during 
the  financial  stringency,  are  now  operating  again 
to  their  full  capacity  and  that  means  more  steam 
business  for  the  coal  men. 


Labor  Difficulties. 

,  Bennet  Brown,  commissioner  of  the  South¬ 
western  Operators’  Association,  has  left  his  head¬ 
quarters  here  again  for  another  short  trip  in  the 
district.  He  will  look  aft.er  some  labor  troubles 
of  minor  importance.  Mr.  Brown  was  called 
away  by  a  telegram  from  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  It 
stated  that  mines  belonging  to  the  Denman  Coal 
Company  and  the  Monmouth  Vein  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  had  shut  down.  The  telegram  did  not  state 
the  cause  of  the  trouble  but  Mr.  Brown  said,  be¬ 
fore  leaving,  that  he  believed  he  could  adjust  the 
difficulty  without  trouble. 


Association  Report. 

W.  S.  Newcomb,  secretary  of  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  Operators’  Association,  has  completed  and 
sent  out  a  report  showing  a  comparison  of  the 
tonnage  in  October,  1906,  and  October,  1907.  The 
report  shows  that  in  spite  of  natural  gas  and 
other  adverse  conditions  there  was  large  in¬ 
creases  in  the  output.  Mr.  Newcomb  is  now 
busy  on  a  tonnage  report  for  the  entire  year. 
He  says  that  it  will  show  a  surprising  increase 
in  business  in  the  district.  Coal  dealers,  gener¬ 
ally,  are  well  satisfied  with  the  business  of  the 
year  just  closed  and  look  forward  to  -  increased 
prosperity  in  the  next  twelve  months.  Mr.  New¬ 
comb’s  report  for  October  follows : 


State —  1906.  1907.  Increase. 

Missouri  .  290,646  311,085  20,439 

Kansas  .  538,164  613,537  75,373 

Arkansas  .  184,793  219,848  39,055 

Indian  Territory  .  214,960  264,162  49,202 


Totals  _ < . 1,228,563  1,408,632  180,069 


To  Prospect  for  Coal. 

Dorchester,  Neb.,  January  2. — J-  H.  Kersen- 
brock,  formerly  of  Crete  and  now  residing  at 
Columbus,  has  leased  for  mineral  purposes  a 
tract  of  land  located  about  four  miles  north 
of  Dorchester  on  the  West  Blue  river,  in 
Saline  and  Seward  counties,  comprising,  with 
land  owned  by  him,  about  2,700  acres.  He 
proposes  to  prospect  this  land  for  coal,  oil  and 
gas  and  has  engaged  an  expert  drillman  to 
sink  a  number  of  holes  in  various  places  on 
the  tract.  The  necessary  machinery  has  al¬ 
ready  been  ordered  shipped  to  Dorchester. 

Mr.  Kersenbrock  is  confident  of  finding  coal 
in  paying  quantities  at  a  reasonable  depth,  but 
if  he  fails  in  this  he  intends  to  sink  consider¬ 
ably  deeper  in  order  to  exploit  the  country 
thoroughly  for  oil  or  gas. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 


Prices  Are  Not  Satisfactory  but  Better 
Conditions  Are  Expected— Coal 
Company  Sold, 


Cleveland,  Ohio.,  January  2. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)—  Not  in  many  years  past  has  the 
steam  and  domestic  coal  trade  been  as  dull  in 
this  locality  as  during  the  last  week  of  1907. 
Dealers  are  hopeful  of  the  future,  but  for  at 
least  a  month  hence  they  are  unable  to  see  how 
there  can  be  a  great  deal  of  profit  making  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  demand  for  steam  coal  of  all  grades  is 
down  to  what  might  be  considered  the  lowest 
level.  Although  operators  in  the  various  Ohio 
districts  are  curtailing  production  and  have  been 
taking  care  of  only  immediate  needs,  the  supply 
is  heavy.  In  many  cases  carloads  go  begging 
for  a  market.  Industrial  concerns  have  not  yet 
begun  to  order  under  the  contemplated  revival 
of  activity.  The  manufacturing  plants  that  are 
in  operation  are  using  the  coal  that  they  had 
stocked  up  with.  New  orders  are  few  and  far 
between. 

There  is  some  shading  of  prices  in  the  retail 
market  here,  due  to  the  oversupply,  but  dealers 
will  not  say  that  prices  are  coming  down.  It  is 
understood  that  here  and  there,  in  order  to  place 
bituminous,  but  not  anthracite,  firms  are  making 
a  slight  cut,  especially  where  the  competition  has 
grown  keener  of  late. 

The  winter  has  been  an  especially  open  one. 
Cold  weather  has  been  rare.  People  are  burning 
gas  and  using  grates.  It  is  estimated  that  twenty- 
five  per  cent  to  thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  users 
of  coal  furnaces  have  not  yet  started  them  up. 
Unless  winter  weather  sets  in  soon  the  condi¬ 
tion  may  have  a  decidedly  bad  effect  on  price 
schedules. 

To  add  further  to  the  troubles  of  the  coal 
man,  railroads  in  this  territory  have  cut  their 
fuel  orders.  Some  are  said  to  be  buying  sixty- 
five  per  cent  less  than  a  month  or  two  months 
ago.  The  American  Steel  &  Wire  Company  is 
using  little  coal,  being  closed  down  in  most  de¬ 
partments  for  repairs,  especially  to  boilers.  This 
makes  a  big  hole  in  the  steam  market,  the  steel 
concerns  being  one  of  the  very  biggest  buyers. 


Industrial  Outlook. 

A  number  of  Cleveland  firms  whose  trade  ex¬ 
tends  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  have, been  mak¬ 
ing  careful  canvass  of  conditions  and  report  en¬ 
couragingly.  They  have  found  that  merchant 
stocks  are  away  down  in  centers  scattered  all 
over  the  country.  This  has  determined  many 
Cleveland  houses  to  reinstate  men  recently  called 
off  the  road.  On  January  6  the  Sherwin-Wil¬ 
liams  Company  will  put  out  on  the  road  200 
salesmen,  laid  off  two  months  ago. 

The  American  Shipbuilding  Company,  which 
over  a  week  ago  put  500  men  back  to  work  at 
the  Lorain  yards,  has  been  adding  to  its  forces 
at  several  other  yards  on  the  lakes  and  it  is  es¬ 
timated  by  officials  of  the  company  here  that 
2,000  men  already  have  been  reinstated.  The 
company  has  orders  enough  on  hand  to  keep 
most  of  the  plants  busy  until  spring. 

The  Union  rolling  mills  is  expected  to  resume 
on  January  6  with  600  men,  it  is  officially  an¬ 
nounced  here.  While  the  American  Steel  &  Wire 
has  curtailed  and  is  closing  down  for  repairs  in 
many  plants,  it  is  expected  to  enlarge  its  opera¬ 
tion  materially  this  month.  R.  W.  Ney,  district 
manager  of  the  American  Steel  &  Wire  Com¬ 
pany,  here,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  through 
New  England  and  reports  optimistic  feeling  in 
the  line  of  business  he  has  to  do  with.  He  looks 
for  a  decided  resumption  in  business  soon  all 
over  the  country. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  steamer  William  F.  Fitch  is  taking  on  a 
cargo  of  coal  at  the  old  Cuddy-Mullen  dock  on 
the  lake  front  here.  No  more  vessels  have  been 
lined  up  to  load  coal  at  this  port.  Most  of  the 
shippers  are  figuring  on  loading  coal  during  the 
winter,  but  it  is  not  expected  that  a  general  start 
along  that  line  will  be  made  until  February. 


The  hard  coal  shippers  have  not  taken  any  win¬ 
ter  storage  capacity  but  there  is  some  inquiry 
for  tonnage  for  loading  about  March  1. 

Among  the  callers  among  coal  men  here 
this  week  was  Gen.  H.  J.  Booth,  coal  and  ore 
agent  of  the  Wabash,  west  of  Toledo.  This 
was  the  first  visit  of  the  “general”  to  Cleveland 
since  his  appointment  to  his  present  position. 
He  was  formerly  located  here  with  the  Wheeling 
&  Lake  Erie. 


Coal  Company  Sold. 

It  is  reported  in  this  city  that  the  Eastern  Ohio 
Coal  Company  has  sold  its  West  Pittsburgh  prop¬ 
erty  to  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company, 
of  this  city.  The  consideration  is  understood  to 
have  been  $150,000. 

The  sale  is  said  to  have  been  brought  about 
by  the  Glenville  Banking  Company,  which  quit 
doing  business  recently.  The  bank  held  securi¬ 
ties  for  large  amounts  it  had  loaned  to  J.  J. 
Phillips  and  which,  after  his  tragic  death,  were 
found  to  be  practically  valueless.  A  large  block 
of  stock  in  the  Eastern  Ohio  Coal  Company, 
widely  known  as  a  Phillips  property,  was  among 
these  securities. 

J.  B.  Zerbe,  president  of  the  Ohio  &  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Company,  will  make  a  statement  regarding 
the  reported  transaction  later.  Other  officers  of 
this  company  are  W.  L.  Rice,  vice  president  and 
S.  H.  Needs,  secretary. 


Denver  Market. 

»  - - > 

Denver,  Colo.,  January  2. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Trade  is  quiet  and  needs  about  a 
month  of  steady  cold  weather  to  put  it  bqck  to 
normal.  But,  despite  the  condition  of  trade  dur¬ 
ing  the'  past  two  months,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
1907  will  break  all  records  for  coal  production 
in  Colorado,  both  as  to  bituminous  and  anthra¬ 
cite,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  more  mines 
being  opened  up  in  1908.  Some  of  them  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  very  large  producers. 

The  railroads  are  keeping  the  mine  tracks  cov¬ 
ered  with  cars  and  are  moving  loads  to  destina¬ 
tion  promptly.  The  Colorado  roads  are  showing 
an  increase  over  December,  1906,  for  tonnage 
hauled  and  are,  consequently,  burning  more  coal 
than  they  did  last  year.  As  they  have  accumu¬ 
lated  sufficient  storage  coal  they  are  confiscating 
practically  no  commercial  shipments,  which  is 
very  different  from  what  they  were  doing  last 
year.  All  the  mines  are  now  well  supplied  with 
men. 

Prices  on  lignite  are  $2.50  at  mines  for  lump 
for  Nebraska  and  Kansas  shipment.  Walsenburg 
district  bituminous  is  quoted  at  $2.50  for  nut  and 
53.00  for  lump  f.  o.  b.  mines.  Two  months  ago 
operators  were  turning  down  orders  at  $4.00 
per  ton.  When  dealers  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas 
commence  to  place  orders  they  will  probably  all 
want  coal  at  about  the  same  time  as  they  are 
undoubtedly  using  from  their  storage  now  and 
if  the  weather  should  be  cold  at  that  time  prices 
will  probably  advance. 

Colorado  operators  have  no  cause  to  complain 
for  1907  has  given  them  the  highest  prices  and 
the  biggest  tonnage  they  have  experienced.  Col¬ 
lections  in  Colorado  are  good.  The  use  of  cash¬ 
ier’s  checks  in  Denver  has  been  discontinued,  as 
is  true  of  nearly  every  other  town  in  the  state. 
Many  industries  who  let  out  part  of  their  em¬ 
ployes  when  the  depression  came  are  gradually 
increasing  their  forces. 


Personal  Mention. 

W.  B.  Lewis,  general  manager  of  The  South 
Canon  Coal  Company,  is  in  New  York  city  on  a 
business  trip. 

W.  F.  Oakes,  vice  president  of  The  Sunnyside 
Coal  Mining  Company,  has  returned  to  Denver 
from  a  trip  to  the  mine. 

J.  J.  J.  Abercombie,  of  Trinidad,  who  is  a 
prominent  coal  jobber,  dealer  and  operator,  called 
on  his  Denver  friends  last  week. 

J.  L.  Beaman,  manager  of  The  Iron  City  Fuel 
Company,  of  Pueblo,  spent  a  couple  of  days  last 


week  calling  on  his  Denver  friends,  who  are 
many.  He  reports  business  in  Pueblo  as  good. 

John  Connel,  of  The  Tioga  Coal  Company, 
spent  Christmas  week  in  Denver.  This  company 
is  opening  a  new  mine  near  Strong,  Colo. 

Parke  L.  Bryan,  representing  The  National 
Fuel  Company,  The  Farkdale  Fuel  Company  and 
1  he  Green  Canon  Coal  Company,  has  returned 
from  a  two  weeks’  trip. 

H.  C.  Harmon,  president  of  The  Western  Coal 
&  Selling  Company,  of  Colorado  Springs,  has 
been  a  recent  Denver  visitor.  It’s  reported  that 
this  company  will  open  an  office  in  Denver  in 
January. 

John  M.  League,  general  manager  of  The 
Rugby  Coal  Mining  Company,  says  that  October 
and  November  were  two  of  the  best  months  in 
the  history  of  the  Rugby  mine — large  tonnage  and 
good  prices. 

The  Primrose  mine,  in  the  Walsenburg  district, 
is  rapidly  increasing  its  tonnage.  This  mine  is 
owned  by  The  Primrose  Coal  Company,  of  Pu¬ 
eblo,  and  the  coal  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  very 
best  mined  in  the  west. 

F.  O.  Scoggins  has  been  appointed  general 
sales  agent  of  The  C.,  K.  &  N.  Coal  Company, 
by  President  A.  D.  Cannon.  This  company  op¬ 
erate  the  Sweet  and  the  Round  Oak  mines  in 
the  Walsenburg  district. 

On  Tuesday  and  Thursday  of  last  week  the 
northern  part  of  Colorado  was  visited  by  violent 
wind  storms,  which  played  havoc  with  houses 
around  the  coal  camps,  blowing  down  some  stacks 
on  boiler  houses  and  doing  a  large  amount  of 
damage  in  general. 


Louisville  Market. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  January  1. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) —  The  arrival  of  New  Year  sees 
most  of  the  mines  of  the  eastern  Kentucky- 
Tennessee  district  planning  to  resume  operations 
after  ten  days  suspension.  In  the  western  Ken¬ 
tucky  field  it  sees  the  union  declaring  a  strike  in 
another  of  the  many  endeavors  it  has  made  to 
organize  the  mines  of  Hopkins  county.  Mean¬ 
time  the  retail  demand  for  coal  shows  little  or 
no  improvement  and  in  spite  of  numerous  re¬ 
ports  regarding  plants  resuming  or  about  to  re¬ 
sume,  it  is  hard  to  determine  whether  there  is 
actually  any  such  improvement  in  the  industrial 
situation  as  to  afford  immediate  prospect  of  bet¬ 
terment  in  the  coal  trade. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  number  of  idle  fac¬ 
tories  has  been  greatly  increased  during  the  past 
week,  because  most  of  those  which  have  suc¬ 
cessfully  weathered  the  financial  stringency  and 
consequent  lack  of  orders,  have  closed  down 
for  annual  stocktaking.  This  has  made  hard  the 
path  of  the  coal  man  who  had  coal  on  track,  as 
there  has  been  practically  no  demand  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  days. 

The  strike  in  the  western  Kentucky  field  is 
not  regarded  very  seriously.  The  only  mines  in 
danger  of  being  affected  are  said  to  be  the  St. 
Charles,  belonging  to  the  St.  Bernard  Mining 
Company,  the  Daniel  Boone  and  Crabtree  mines 
and  possibly  one  or  two  others.  John  B.  Atkin¬ 
son,  of  the  St.  Bernard  Mining  Company,  and 
the  greatest  individual  power  in  the  western  Ken¬ 
tucky  field,  issued  a  strong  statement  yesterday, 
hurling  his  defiance  at  the  union  leaders  and 
their  organizers  throughout  the  field  and  recit¬ 
ing  the  results  of  the  last  attempt  in  Hopkins 
county,  which  ended  in  considerable  bloodshed 
and  the  calling  out  of  the  state  militia. 

Although  many  contracts  expire  about  the 
first  of  the  year,  coalmen  are  well  satisfied  to 
let  matters  take  their  course  for  the  present  be¬ 
fore  even  discussing  the  price  level  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  calendar  year.  It  is  regarded  that  prices 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  made  at  the  present  junc¬ 
ture  and  the  most  conservative  policy  will  be  to 
wait  until  it  can  be  fairly  seen  whether  prospects 
are  materially  improved  after  rounding  the  turn 
of  the  New  Year. 

The  retail  price  in 'Louisville,  as  in  all  other 
Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  southern  cities,  has 
undergone  no  change  as  yet,  but  only  cold 
weather  will  maintain  prices  until  spring. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 
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Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  January  1. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence. ) — Hocking  Valley  operators  have  an¬ 
nounced  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  domestic 
lump  from  $2.00  to  $1.50  per  ton  at  the  mines, 
with  corresponding  reductions  in  other  sizes. 
Other  coal  is  up  to  this  time  maintaining  the 
former  circular  prices,  although  there  is  some 
talk  that  there  may  be  some  decline  before 
long.  The  demand,  while  still  not  as  active 
as  might  be  wished  for,  has  been  picking  up  a 
trifle  within  the  past  few  days.  This  is  espe¬ 
cially  true  of  small  sizes,  chestnut  and  slack 
evidencing  considerable  strength  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  past  three  weeks. 

Some  of  the  factories  are  ready  to  open 
with  the  first  of  the  year  after  having  been 
closed  down  for  some  time  for  repairs  and  an¬ 
nual  inventories,  and  there  is  promise  that  all 
will  be  running  in  a  short  time,  most  of  them 
with  their  accustomed  forces  and  consuming 
their  usual  quota  of  coal.  While  the  domestic 
demand  has  been  down  it  has  no  doubt  been 
largely  due  to  the  mild  and  unseasonable 
weather  which  has  prevailed.  .  There  is  but 
little  loose  coal  lying  about  and  a  spell  of  good 
old-fashioned  snappy  winter  weather  would 
soon  create  a  rush  of  business  it  is  thought. 
There  is  no  large  supply  on  hand  at  present 
and  a  heavy  call  would  necessarily  result  in 
heavy  incoming  shipments.  This,  however, 
would  not  likely  prove  distressful,  as  the  rail¬ 
ways  are  amply  able  to  care  for  any  call  that 
will  be  made  on  them  for  cars  with  prompt¬ 
ness  seldom  known  at  this  season  of  the  year. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

H.  H.  Heiner  of  Columbus,  vice-president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  company,  was  in  the  city 
this  week  calling  on  old  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances,  of  whom  he  has  many  here,  having  for¬ 
merly  been  a  resident  of  this  city. 

Joseph  Lavenberg,  the  hustling  salesman 
from  the  C.  B.  Grandy  coal  office,  was  called 
to  Delta  on  a  flying  business  trip  today. 

Local  offices  are  receiving  a  friendly  call 
from  F.  A.  Hancock,  sales  agent  of  the  Warner 
Coal  Company  of  Cleveland,  this  week. 

James  DeWolf,  northern  sales  agent  of  the 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  of  this  city, 
left  today  for  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  on  a  business 
mission. 

Robert  Cline,  sales  agent  of  the  A.  Y.  Mal- 
comson  Coal  Company  of  Detroit,  has  re¬ 
turned  to  this  city  for  the  New  Year  holiday, 
which  he  will  spend  with  relatives  and 
friends. 

Elmer  Miller  of  the  Elmer  Miller  Coal 
Company  of  this  city  left  Sunday  for  Chicago, 
from  whence  he  later  journeyed  to  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  on  business  connected  with  his  company. 
He  will  return  home  on  Thursday. 

The  local  trade  received  a  call  this  week 
from  C.  J.  Andrews  of  Detroit,  northern  sales 
agent  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Company. 


The  Lake  Movement. 


The  department  of  commerce  and  labor  of 
the  United  States  has  compiled  figures  show¬ 
ing  the  movement  of  various  commodities  on 
the  Great  Lakes  for  November. 

Shipments  of  soft  coal  for  the  month,  mainly 
from  Lake  Erie  ports  to  the  head  of  the  lakes 
and  Milwaukee,  1,661,308  net  tons,  show  a 
larger  total  than  those  for  the  preceding  month 
as  well  as  those  for  November,  1906;  ship¬ 
ments  for  the  eleven  months  of  the  year,  14,- 
946,071  net  tons,  were  about  twenty-one  per 
cent  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  1906  fig¬ 
ures;  these  totals  are  exclusive  of  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  bunker  coal  placed  on  vessels  engaged 
in  both  domestic  and  foreign  commerce  on 
the  Great  Lakes.  Reports  from  masters  of 
vessels  plying  between  domestic  lake  ports 
show  the  quantity  of  bunker  coal  loaded  dur¬ 
ing  November  as  219,012  net  tons  compared 
with  196,803  net  tons  reported  for  November, 
1906,  while  the  quantities  of  bunker  coal 


loaded  in  vessels  engaged  in  domestic  com¬ 
merce  during  the  eleven  months  of  the  year 
is  stated  as  1,985,060  net  tons  compared 
with  1,934,705  net  tons  loaded  during  the  cor¬ 
responding  period  in  1906.  The  quantity  of 
bunker  coal  taken  by  lake  vessels  in  the  for¬ 
eign  trade  during  the  month  of  November  was 
17,968  net  tons.  Shipments  of  hard  coal,  main¬ 
ly  from  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Erie,  Pa.,  and  Oswego, 
N.  Y.,  totaled  541,454  net  tons  for  the  month 
compared  with  457,039  net  tons  reported  for 
November,  1906.  Shipments  for  the  eleven 
months,  of  which  eighty-four  per  cent  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  Buffalo,  are  over  1,000,000  net 
tons  in  excess  of  corresponding  1906  figures. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Cessation  of  Railroad  Work  Puts  a  Check 
Upon  Improvement  in  South¬ 
ern  Conditions. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  January  2. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  year  just  closed  shows  a 
large  increase  of  coal  production  for  the  coal 
fields  of  Southwestern  Virginia,  Southeastern 
Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  trou¬ 
ble  with  transportation. 

The  steam  market  has  shown  the  largest  im¬ 
provement,  meaning  that  new  factories  have 
been  started  up,  old  ones  have  been  enlarged 
and  their  output  is  requiring  more  coal  for  the 
railroad  engines.  The  domestic  trade  is  con¬ 
tinually  growing,  but  it  is  not  being  taken 
care  of  by  the  railroads  so  well  as  the  steam 
coal  in  the  matter  of  transportation.  Especially 
is  this  true  of  steam  coal  intended  for  raih- 
road  use. 

This  region,  or,  more  specifically  speaking, 
that  part  of  this  region  known  as  the  Jellico 
district,  claims  that  there  is  no  other  domestic 
coal  comparable  with  it  in  the  south,  and  none 
comparable  with  it  for  domestic  purposes  in 
any  region  producing  bituminous  coal  in  this 
country.  The  coal  certainly  is  unique  and  ex¬ 
ceptional  in  quality,  making  it  desired  above 
all  other  varieties  for  domestic  purposes.  The 
market  for  it  will  always  be  its  own.  The 
growth  of  population  will  increase  the  de¬ 
mand  for  it,  and  being  a  higher  priced  coal 
than  other  varieties  the  increase  of  wealth  in 
the  hands  of  the  many  in  the  south  means  a 
larger  consumption  of  Jellico  coal. 

Better  transportation  is  all  that  is  needed  to 
develop  the  coal  mines  now  in  operation  and 
the  vast  possibilities  of  others  operating  in 
the  region  of  which  Knoxville  is  the  directing 
center.  The  cessation  of  railroad  construction, 
which  had  for  its  purpose  especially  the  haul¬ 
ing  of  coal  to  larger  markets  by  shorter  routes 
and  better  graded  lines  of  railroads,  has  proved 
discouraging,  but  already  so  much  has  been 
done  in  this  direction  as  to  make  it  impera¬ 
tive  upon  the  railroads  to  go  on  or  lose  heav¬ 
ily.  This  situation  lends  hope. 

It  is  announced  that  one  of  the  great  high¬ 
ways,  to  reach  from  the  coal  fields  of  South¬ 
western  Virginia  to  the  Atlantic  board,  will 
resume  construction  work  in  full  force  on 
January  15.  This  is  the  South  &  Western 
Railroad,  which  partially  ceased  construction 
a  few  weeks  ago,  but  which  has  been  at  work 
on  bridges  and  tunnels  without  any  let  up. 
The  resumption  of  the  laying  of  rails  on  the 
Little  Tennessee  River  line  of  the  Southern, 
through  the  mountains  toward  the  Atlantic 
coast,  is  also  lending  hope  of  the  ultimate  com¬ 
pletion  of  that  line,  which  means  much  for  the 
coal  interests  of  this  section. 

Bonds  have  been  voted  for  the  Knoxville, 
Sevierville  &  Eastern  Railroad  by  the  county 
of  Sevier,  on  which  support  a  company  of 
eastern  capitalists  promise  to  begin  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  road  from  Knoxville  to  Sevier¬ 
ville  in  sixty  days;  this  line  later  to  be  ex¬ 
tended  along  the  waters  of  Big  Pigeon  River, 
through  the  Blue  Mountains  to  a  connection 
with  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  or  Atlantic  Coast 
Line.  When  built  it  is  believed  that  it  will 
be  either  a  part  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  or  a 
connecting  link  between  the  Louisville  & 


Nashville  Railroad  and  the  Atlantic  Coast 
Line.  In  either  instance  the  road  will  be  im¬ 
portant  to  the  coal  trade. 

Good  news  has  been  received  of  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  several  factories  starting  up  again  in 
the  Carolinas,  which  have  been  temporarily 
shut  down  because  of  the  money  shortage. 


St.  Louis  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  2 .—  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) —  I  hough  every  one  confidently  ex¬ 
pected  that,  with  the  advent  of  the  new  year, 
business  would  pick  up,  judging  from  the  re¬ 
ports  of  today’s  business  there  has  been  no 
perceptible  increase  in  demand  from  last  week. 
I  he  market  is  as  sluggish  as  possible  and  the 
weather  has  been  very  warm. 

1  hough  the  money  situation,  in  general,  seems 
to  be  getting  better  the  coal  men  are  complain¬ 
ing  more  than  ever  about  collections  and  nearly 
all  the  large  wholesale  concerns  say  that  they 
have  never  been  so  hard  up  before.  With  no 
demand,  no  prices,  and  poor  collections  nothing 
much  can  be  said  for  the  coal  trade  at  present. 
The  general  opinion  seems  to  be,  however,  that 
business  is  bound  to  pick  up  as  the  month  pro¬ 
gresses,  as  a  general  resumption  of  manufactur¬ 
ing  is  expected  within  the  next  couple  of  weeks. 

High  grade  coal  of  all  kinds  is  a  drug  on  the 
market  and  every  one  who  has  any  of  it  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  is  having  a  hard  time.  The  only  place 
that  high  grade  coal  seems  to  be  selling  is  to 
the  country  trade  in  the  south  and  southwest 
and  the  demand  from  these  quarters  is  anything 
but  brisk. 

Screenings  and  fine  coal  is  the  only  thing  in 
the  coal  business  for  which  there  is  any  de¬ 
mand.  Screenings  are  going  strong  at  30  cents 
f.  o.  b.  mine  and  seem  likely  to  go  higher  in  the 
near  future. 

The  prospect  of  having  some  labor  troubles 
before  signing  up  the  scale  next  April  seem  to 
be  more  and  more  likely  as  time  goes  on.  Some 
of  the  head  officials  of  the  miners’  union  of  this 
district  have  made  the  statement  that  the  miners 
would  insist  upon  having  as  good  a  contract 
as  the  present  one  and  that  they  would  make  no 
concessions.  The  operators  on  the  other  hand 
feel  that  they  should  have  some  concessions  and 
take  the  stand  that  the  miners  should  incor¬ 
porate  their  unions  so  that,  in  the  event  of  having 
their  properties  shut  down  unjustly,  they  can 
have  some  redress. 

The  following  ordinance  has  just  been  passed 
by  the  city  council :  “Any  person,  firm,  copartner¬ 
ship  or  corporation  having  contracted  to  furnish 
a  certain  kind  of  coal,  and  who  shall  without 
notice  to  the  purchaser,  furnish  a  kind  of  coal 
different  from  that  called  for  by  the  contract, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars  nor  more  than  five  hundred.” 
The  aim  of  this  bill  is  to  prevent  the  substitut¬ 
ing  of  coals,  yet  how  effective  it  will  be  remains 
to  be  seen. 

Current  prices  are  as  follows  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52;  mine  run,  $1.37; 
2-inch  nut,  $1.27;  nut  and  pea,  $1.02;  2-inch 
screenings,  92  cents;  24-inch  slack.  72  cents. 

Staunton  or  Mt.  Olive — Two-inch  lump,  1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.52;  3-inch,  $1.27. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump  or  egg,  $2.47;  2-inch  lump,  $2.32;  2-inch 
nut,  $2.02;  screenings,  $1.22. 

Notes  and  Personals. 

George  T.  Cutts,  formerly  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  here,  spent  the  holidays  with  friends  here. 
Mr.  Cutts  is  now  living  in  Kansas  City  and  is 
at  present  receiver  for  the  National  Bank  of 
Commerce  of  that  city. 

J.  A.  Swanberg,  general  manager  of  the  Kerns- 
Donnewald  Coal  Company  at  Danville,  Ill.,  was 
in  town  this  week. 

N.  S.  Birkland,  of  the  Globe  Coal  Company  of 
Chicago,  was  in  town  on  the  31st  visiting  his 
many  friends  and  trying  to  move  some  coal. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


C.  G.  Blake  of  the  C.  G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  a  caller 
in  the  trade  on  Monday. 

Guy  G.  Gibson  &  Company  have  secured 
judgment  against  Henry  Strusaker,  115th 
street  and  Illinois  Central  tracks  for  $78.74. 

The  Belt  Line  Coal  Company  has  been 
awarded  a  judgment  against  the  Alton  Coal 
Company  for  $91.75.'  This  company  was 
organized  by  Miss  Annie  O’Shaughnessey. 

One  of  the  visitors  in  Chicago  this  week  was 
Gardiner  H.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  North¬ 
western  Coal  Dealers’  Association.  He  has 
been  away  from  his  headejuarters  for  the  last 
two  weeks  and  is  now  on  his  way  home. 

Unless  the  weather  conditions  change  rap¬ 
idly  in  the  next  two  or  three  weeks  the  coal 
men  in  Chicago  threaten  to  cancel  their  sub¬ 
scriptions  for  the  United  States  weather 
map  which  has  not  been  performing  its  func¬ 
tions  according  to  their  wishes. 

With  the  average  price  of  Illinois  coal 
showing  a  rapid  decrease  and  with  the  average 
price  paid  for  mining  showing  an  almost  cor¬ 
responding  increase  the  owners  of  Illinois 
mines  are  not  very  partial  to  bond  issue  just 
now,  and  in  fact  say  that  they  create  a  dan- 
geroils  condition  for  any  mine  operator. 

A.  T.  Atwater,  western  representative  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company  has  made  arrange¬ 
ments  with  Simons  for  a  winter  course  in 
athletics.  He  says  for  one  thing  he  does  not 
care  to  carry  any  extra  weight  during  the  fi¬ 
nancial  stringency  and  moreover  wants  to  be 
in  good  golfing  condition  for  next  spring. 

One  day  this  week  a  number  of  Carterville 
operators  who  confessed  that  they  had  been 
selling  some  coal  as  low  as  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  got  together  and  decided  that  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  they  would  hold  the  price  at  $1.75  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines  although  it  is  understood  that  this 
arrangement  was  overturned  when  the  official 
circular  was  issued  reducing  the  price  of  some 
of  the  eastern  coals. 

The  announcement  was  received  by  some 
operators  this  week  in  Chicago  that  the  op¬ 
erators  of  districts  Nos.  5  and  9  of  the  state 
of  Illinois,  expect  to  hold  a  meeting  in  St. 
Louis  on  Saturday  at  which  time  it  is  expect¬ 
ed  they  will  take  up  some  matters  relative  to 
the  relations  between  the  mine  operators  and 
the  miners  that  will  have  to  be  solved  before 
the  inter  state  wage  conference. 

Although  the  supplies  of  smokeless  coal 
have  been  reduced  very  materially  in  Chicago 
within  the  last  week  or  so  one  jobber  had 
on  his  hands  within  the  week  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  cars  of  this  coal,  which  came  in  over  the 
Panhandle.  He  ordered  it  over  the  Milwaukee 
road,  which  announced  in  return  that  it  had 
an  embargo  against  this  coal,  and  conse¬ 
quently  it  was  returned  to  the  Panhandle, 
where  it  is  understood  it  is  now  accumulating 
demurrage. 

R.  C.  Cantelou  of  the  C.  G.  Blake  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  and  skout  for  the  Order  Ko- 
koal  for  Chicago,  is  beginning  to  make  prepa¬ 
rations  for  another  koruskation.  He  is  not 
quite  sure  yet  of  the  date  but  he  says  that 
it  will  be  about  the  first  of  March,  possibly 
the  first  or  the  fifth.  Even  at  that  he  says  that 
the  business  conditions  between  now  and  then 
will  determine  whether  the  stunt  will  be  pull¬ 
ed  off  at  that  time. 

The  latter  part  of  November  a  number  of 
coal  men  were  discussing  the  possibilities  of 
demurrage  being  paid  in  Chicago  during  the 
month  of  December.  One  of  the  participants 
in  this  discussion  was  D.  C.  McMillan  who 
declared  that  he  was  going  to  go  through  the 
month  without  paying  more  than  five  dollars 
on  demurrage.  The  other  members  of  the  par¬ 
ty  immediately  desired  to  make  a  bet  that 
he  would  not  keep  the  record  down  that  low, 
and  this  was  accepted.  Yesterday  the  bet  was 


paid  when  Mr.  McMillan  showed  that  for  the 
month  of  December  he  paid  exactly  one  dollar 
in  car  service. 

The  Spring  Valley  Coal  Company  received 
a  letter  one  day  this  week  from  a  dealer  out 
in  Mason  City,  Iowa,  who  said  it  had  been 
snowing  for  two  days  and  the  ground  was  en¬ 
tirely  covered.  He  expressed  the  hope  that 
this  snow  would  cover  some  of  the  corn  cobs 
and  would  drive  the  farmers  to  lay  in  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal.  The  demand  from  Iowa  has 
picked  up  but  whether  the  corn  cobs  had  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it  the  producer  is  not  willing 
to  say. 

Letters  have  been  received  this  week  by  the 
individual  car  owners  in  the  Chicago  territory 
from  Robert  J.  Bailey,  the  secretary  of  the 
Individual  Car  Owners’  Association.  These 
letters  contained  a  plea  from  Mr.  Bailey  for 
an  increase  in  membership,  since  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  about  ready  to  begin  an  active  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  interest  of  the  private  car  owners, 
and  Mr.  Bailey  desires  as  many  members  of 
this  organization  as  possible  before  the  active 
educational  work  is  started. 

A  number  of  jobbers  in  Chicago  have  re¬ 
ceived  letters  from  the  West  Virginia  fields 
this  week  which  declare  that  all  the  ovens 
not  absolutely  necessary  to  supply  contract 
requirements  for  coke  have  been  shut  down 
for  the  time  being  with  the  date  of  their  re¬ 
turning  to  activity  decidedly  uncertain.  This 
is  taking  a  great  deal  of  surplus  coke  off 

the  Chicago  market  and  has  brought  the 
situation  down  to  the  point  where  prices  are 
stiffer  now  than  for  about  two  months. 

The  surprising  statement  given  out  by  one 
of  the  railroad  companies,  a  few  days  ago,  that 
at  the  end  of  last  week  there  were  on  track 

in  Chicago  three  thousand  cars  of  coal. 

It  was  shown  by  this  statement  that  one 

thousand  of  these  cars  were  up  to  demurrage 
and  no  disposition  was  being  made  of  the  coal. 
Since  that  time  some  of  the  demurrage  coal 
has  been  moved  but  it  is  understood  that  a 
great  deal  of  this  fuel  is  still  drawing  demur¬ 
rage  in  the  Chicago  market.  It  is  a  current 
statement  in  the  trade  that  the  biggest  per¬ 
centage  of  this  demurrage  coal  comes  from 
Illinois  and  Indiana  and  emphasizes  the  point 
that  Illinois  and  Indiana  operators  virtually 
stand  alone  in  not  having  curtailed  production 
to  the  point  where  it  meets  market  condi¬ 
tions. 

The  official  circular  was  issued  this  week  an¬ 
nouncing  the  reduction  of  fifty  cents  a  ton 
in  the  price  of  standard  Hocking  and  standard 
splint  coal  on  circular.  Hocking  coal  is  now 
brought  down  to  a  basis  of  $1.50  at  the  mines 
or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  At  the  same  time 
the  price  of  splint  coal  was  reduced  to  $1.50 
at  the  mines  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  This 
cut  in  prices  has  to  do  entirely  with  all  rail 
coal  since  the  dock  prices  have  not  and  will 
not  be  altered  for  the  time  being.  The  rea¬ 
son  for  this  action  was  that  .a  number  of 
Hocking  producers  had  been  quietly  selling 
coal  on  the  basis  of  $1.50  at  the  mines  while 
endeavoring  to  maintain  the  circular.  H.  H. 
Heiner,  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company  be¬ 
lieved  that  if  the'  market  was  fifty  cents  below 
circular  price  the  circular  ought  to  come 
down  to  the  market.  Consequently  the  action 
was  taken. 

Sydney  P.  Hostler,  the  high  priest  of  recip¬ 
rocal  demurrage,  was  able  to  get  away  from 
the  rush  of  his  regular  business  long  enough 
this  week  to  make  a  flying  trip  to  Cincinnati, 
where  he  has  a  number  of  old  friends  and 
where  he  was  formerly  located  as  manager  of 
the  Winifrede  company.  Mr.  Hostler  made 
this  a  purely  commercial  trip,  but  it  is  a  safe 
bet  that  the  advancement  of  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage  had  something  to  do  with  his  visit. 
Right  now  congress  is  discussing  the  recip¬ 
rocal  demurrage  laws  put  out  first  by  Mr. 
Madden  of  Chicago  and  second  by  Senator 
Culbertson  of  Texas.  It  requires  a  good  deal 
of  jockeying  to  get  politicians  worked  up  to  a 


point  where  they  are  willing  to  consider  recip¬ 
rocal  demurrage,  and  since  Mr.  Hostler  is  the 
principal  exponent  of  that  creed  he  is  having 
his  hands  full  in  educating,  not  only  the  poli¬ 
ticians,  but  some  of  the  shippers. 

Within  the  week  the  hearing  before  Com¬ 
missioner  Clark  of  the  interstate  commerce 
commission,  in  which  some  of  the  Illinois 
coal  operators  are  complaining  against  the 
method  of  car  distribution  by  the  Chicago  & 
Alton  railroad  was  held  in  Chicago.  At  this 
time  the  coal  operators  established  a  very 
clear  case  upon  which  they  expect  the  inter¬ 
state  commerce  commission  to  render  a  de¬ 
cision  in  their  favor.  The  Chicago  &  Alton 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  making  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  cars  according  to  a  rule  of  its  own  de¬ 
vising,  which  left  out  of  consideration  the 
cars  that  were  used  for  carrying  railroad  coal 
and  those  used  for  carrying  fuel  to  foreign 
lines.  The  Illinois  operators  have  been  trying 
to  get  the  interstate  commerce  commission 
to  make  a  ruling  that  in  the  allotment  of 
empty  cars  to  the  mines  these  railroad  fuel 
cars  and  foreign  fuel  cars  should  be  taken 
into  account  and  the  distribution  made  pro 
rata.  One  of  the  best  witnesses  before  com- 
missionei  Clark  was  Glenn  W.  Traer,  receiver 
of  the  Illinois  Collieries  Company,  who  showed 
conclusively  that  under  the  old  ruling 
it  would  not  take  very  long  for  a  railroad  to 
wipe  one  mine  out  of  existence  and  give  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  this  business  and  cars  to  an¬ 
other  mine  which  was  selling  fuel  to  the  rail¬ 
road  company.  Mr.  Cassidy,  the  attorney  for 
the  Illinois  Collieries  Company,  asked  Mr. 

I  raer  some  very  pertinent  questions  relative 
to  the  effect  which  the  Alton  rules  would 
have  upon  the  operation  of  Illinois  mines.  In 
the  testimony  it  was  clearly  demonstrated 
that  in  two  mines  of  equal  capacity,  say  one 
thousand  tons  a  day,  were  running  side  by 
side,  and  one  had  a  contract  for  five  hundred 
tons  of  coal  to  be  delivered  to  the  railroad  and 
the  other  had  no  railroad  contracts  whatever, 
it  would  not  take  very  long  under  the  exist¬ 
ing  rule,  for  the  mine  having  the  railroad 
contract  to  produce  the  amount  of  coal  called 
for  by  the  railroad  contract,  plus  the  amount 
which  it  would  be  able  to  ship  in  cars  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  railroad  for  commercial  uses.. 
At  the  same  time  the  neighboring  mine  would 
not  have  the  railroad  contract,  would  conse¬ 
quently  be  deprived  of  that  many  cars  and 
its  total  output  would  be  merely  the  amount 
produced  by  the  other  mine  in  excess  of  the 
railroad  contract.  The  danger  of  such  a 
situation  is  in  the  rerating  of  the  mines  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  railroad  which 
makes  this  rating  is  likely  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  fact  that  the  company  furnish¬ 
ing  coal  to  the  railroad  company  produced  say 
750  tons  per  day  while  its  neighbor  and 
competitor  produced  only  250  tons  per  day 
and  therefore  the  rating  for  the  next  year 
would  be  as  three  is  to  one.  This  same 
inequality  of  conditions  being  repeated  the 
next  year  and  for  each  year  thereafter  it  would 
not  be  very  long  before  the  reduction  in  the* 
rating  of  the  so-called  independent  mine  would 
Wipe  it  out  of  existence.  The  Alton  railroad, 
which  expected  to  put  some  witnesses  on  the 
stand  to  controvert  this  statement  did  nothing 
of  the  kind  but  virtually  admitted  that  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Traer  was  absolutel}' 
correct  and  in  fact  made  no  material  defense. 
Seeing  the  strong  case  that  has  been  present¬ 
ed  by  the  coal  operators  it  is  entirely  possible 
that  Commissioner  Clark  will  rule  in  their 
favor. 


Peoria,  III.,  January  2. — Interest  here  attaches 
to  the  sale  of  the  Kingston  mines  and  adja¬ 
cent  property,  the  same  having  been  purchased 
by  Richard  Newsam.  The  value  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  is  placed  at  $250,000,  but  the  deed  con¬ 
veying  the  property,  which  was  recorded  yes¬ 
terday,  places  the  price  paid  at  $1.  A  part  of 
the  village  of  Kingston  is  included  in  the 
deal. 
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Even  though  the  new  year  is  now  four  days  old,  it 
A  Resolution  is  not  too  late  for  the  coal  man  to  make  a  resolu- 

That  Is  Needed  tion  tllat  wil1  the  lltmost  benefit  to  him  be¬ 

fore  the  year  is  out.  One  of  the  best  resolutions 
that  could  be  made  at  this  time  is  to  keep  down  the  production  of  coal 
until  this  period  of  semi-depression  is  over. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  that  has  had  to  be  overcome  in 
the  past  has  been  the  enormous  accumulation  of  stocks.  Whenever  a 
business  depression  has  come,  as  a  result  of  overproduction,  it  has 
been  prolonged  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stocks  which  had  to  be 
worked  off.  The  more  stocks  there  are  on  hand  the  greater  must  be  the 
buying  before  the  wheels  of  production  are  started,  and  it  is  produc¬ 
tion  more  than  anything  else  which  means  business  prosperity.  In 
practically  every  other  line  of  business  production  was  curtailed  as 
soon  as  the  orders  began  to  fall  off.  The  iron  and  steel  industry  does 
not  care  to  try  to  recover  from  this  period  of  semi-depression  encum¬ 
bered  with  a  lot  of  stocks  which  will  have  to  be  sold.  The  copper 
industry,  which  brought  about  the  distress  in  Wall  street,  has  been 
reducing  stocks  for  the  last  three  months.  Practically  every  other 
line  of  business  has  been  doing  the  same  thing. 

The  coal  trade  has  been  somewhat  slow  to  adopt  this  policy  regard¬ 
less  of  the  fact  that  the  stocks  of  coal  now  on  hand  are  doing  the  most_ 
to  depress  the  price  on  the  current  market.  In  view  of  the  existence  of 
liberal  stocks  today  and  in  view  of  the  general  trade  policy  that  large 
stocks  retard  the  return  of  prosperity,  the  coal  operators  could  well, 
and  with  advantage,  adopt  a  policy  of  keeping  down  production  until 
the  trade  demands  an  increase. 


Some  more  or  less  energetic  promoters,  in  the 
Olir  Internal  vicinity  of  Pittsburgh,  have  been  delivering  them- 

WaterwayS  selves  of  a  lot  of  silly  nonsense  with  regard  to  the 

development  of  our  waterways.  These  ebullitions 
have  come  about  through  the  issuance  of  certain  statements  espousing 
the  cause  of  a  waterway  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Ohio 
river.  It  is  proposed  to  spend  $00,000,000  for  the  creation  of  a  twelve- 
foot  canal  from  Ashtabula  to  the  Ohio  river  at  Pittsburgh. 

By  this  time  the  waterways  of  the  United  States  are  pretty  gen¬ 
erally  understood  by  the  people  and  their  province  is  clearly  marked  out. 
It  is  known  that  they  are  valuable  in  keeping  down  the  transportation 
charges  of  the  all-rail  roads.  It  is  known  that  they  are  of  value  in 
transporting  coarse  commodities,  local  to  the  territories  in  which  these 
waterways  exist.  It  is  known  that,  for  the  transportation  of  any  goods 
where  speed  is  not  required,  the  internal  waterways  have  a  certain  value. 
Further  than  that  the  improved  waterways  can  not  and  never  will  go. 
The  history  of  this  country  clearly  establishes  that  one  principle.  If  the 
promoters  in  Pittsburgh  and  the  vicinity  were  content  with  such  a 
statement  of  the  value  of  the  Lake  Erie  &  Ohio  River  canal  their 
project  would  be  received  with  more  favor  by  the  people  to  whom 
they  appeal. 


But  when  these  promoters  digress  from  this  simple  principle  of 
local  waterway  for  local  uses  and  make  it  appear  that  the  Lake  Erie 
&  Ohio  River  canal  will  establish  a  connecting  link  in  a  chain  of  water¬ 
ways  reaching  from  New  York  up  the  Hudson  river  to  Albany,  up 
canals  to  Lake  Erie,  down  Lake  Erie  to  Ashtabula,  through  the  newly 
created  canal  to  Pittsburgh,  down  the  Ohio  river  to  Cairo  and  the 
Mississippi  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  then  try  to  make  it  appear 
that  this  commerce  can  pass  very  easily  around  through  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  the  mouth  of  the  Panama  canal,  they  are  reaching  a  point 
where  their  statements  become  absolutely  ludicrous. 

Besides,  it  is  attempted  to  be  shown  that  this  waterway  will  cost 
“only”  $60,000,000.  When  it  is  considered  that  this  waterway  created 
will  accommodate  boats  with  a  maximum  capacity  of  1,000  tons  and  a 
maximum  speed  of  about  eight  miles  per  hour  and  when  it  is  further 
considered  that  this  amount  of  money  would  build  and  equip  a  double 
track  railroad  from  Pittsburgh  to  Lake  Erie,  the  amount  invested  in 
such  a  waterway  is  not  such  a  small  sum  as  the  promoters  of  this 
enterprise  try  to  make  it  appear. 


Recent  developments  have  demonstrated  that  either 

Enforcing  the  too  ma'ny  people  are  playing  the  game  of  politics 

Hepburn  Law  °r  n0t  enoug^  Pe°ple  have  taken  an  interest  in 
political  developments.  The  politicians  passed  a 
Hepburn  amendment  to  the  interstate  commerce  act,  which  refuses  to 
permit  the  railroads  to  transport,  except  for  their  own  use,  anything 
in  the  production  of  which  they  are  interested.  Politicians,  by  this 
action,  have  involved  the  whole  country  in  a  transportation  and  coal 
producing  muddle  that  is  likely  to  intensify  the  business  unrest  and 
possibly  prolong  the  existing  period  of  depressed  business. 

The  political  factors  at  Washington,  seeking  to  enact -some  drastic 
measure  to  bring  the  railroads  to  terms,  passed  this  law  refusing  them 
to  permit  the  carriers  to  haul  any  commodity  in  the  production  of  which 
they  were  interested.  This  was  merely  a  general  way  of  expressing 
the  prohibition  covering  the  transportation  of  coal  produced  from  rail¬ 
road-owned  mines.  The  legislators  knew  that  the  railroads  had  come 
into  possession  of  this  coal  land  in  a  legal  way  and  that  the  laws  today 
do  not  forbid  such  ownership.  They  knew  that  the  passage  of  such  a 
law  would  compel  the  railroads  to  dispose  of  those  properties,  provided 
the  law  were  literally  administered.  They  did  not  know,  and  evidently 
did  not  care  to  know,  that  the  railroads  would  thus  be  placed  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  where  they  might  have  to  sacrifice  some  of  the  most  valuable 
property  in  the  United  States.  They  did  not  know,  and  took  no  pains 
to  find  out,  that  such  a  measure  as  this  would  place  it  in  the  power 
of  the  transportation  companies,  in  case  they  desired  to  avenge  them¬ 
selves  upon  the  legislators,  the  ability  to  refuse  to  sell  any  coal,  pro¬ 
duced  from  their  own  lands,  to  the  commercial  interests  and  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  public.  They  took  no  pains  to  find  out  that  such  a  step  would 
bring  about  one  of  the  greatest  coal  shortages  that  the  world  has 
ever  seen. 

The  railroads  have  come  down  to  the  point  where  they  must  either 
sell  their  coal  land  or  must  refuse  to  sell  the  product  to  the  public  if 
they  are  going  to  comply  with  the  letter  of  the  law.  At  a  time  such 
as  this  the  sale  of  these  lands  is  absolutely  impossible.  Investors  will 
not  place  their  money  in  a  property  which  is  open  to  so  much  political 
interference.  One  railroad  already,  the  Union  Pacific,  has  come  out 
with  the  statement  that  it  proposes  to  retain  all  of  its  coal  for  the  use 
of  the  equipment  of  that  line.  If  other  transportation  companies  take  the 
same  position  the  worst  has  been  realized,  and  the  coal  shortage  all 
over  the  nation  will  be  extremely  acute. 

Thus  far  the  politicians  have  had  their  inning  undisturbed  and  have 
succeeded  in  producing  one  of  the  greatest  business  muddles  into  which 
this  country  has  ever  been  thrown.  It  is  now  time  for  the  business 
interests  and  people  of  the  United  States  to  assert  themselves  and 
eliminate  the  bothersome  politicians  from  the  conduct  of  such  important 
public  business.  It  is  now  time  when  the  business  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  should  assert  what  they  want  done  with 
regard  to  these  properties  and  transportation  matters  and  insist  that 
congress  shall  comply  with  these  demands. 

There  seems  to  be  but  one  of  two  things  to  do.  Congress  must 
either  repeal  the  bothersome  section  of  the  Hepburn  law  or  at  least 
suspend  it  or  the  United  States  government  must  buy  these  coal  lands 
to  avoid  the  shortage  which  seems  to  be  staring  the  entire  country  in 
the  face.  The  people  are  not  ready  yet  for  such  a  radical  step  in  govern¬ 
ment  ownership,  as  the  public  purchase  of  these  lands  would  require, 
and  consequently  it  seems  to  devolve  upon  congress  to  repeal  this 
bothersome  section. 
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A  Receiver  is  Appointed  for  the 

Illinois  Collieries  Company. 


Glenn  W.  Traer  was  appointed  receiver  of 
the  Illinois  Collieries  Company  on  December 
30  by  the  Honorable  James  A.  Creighton, 
judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  Sangamon  coun¬ 
ty,  Illinois.  Mr.  Traer  has  been  president  of 
the  Illinois  Collieries  Company  since  April 
1,  1907.  While  not  connected  with  the  com¬ 
pany  before  that  cime  he  has  been  connected 
with  coal  mining  in  Illinois  for  about  twenty 
years.  Concerning  the  receivership  Mr.  Traer 
said: 

“The  appointment  of  a  receiver  under  fore¬ 
closure  proceedings  is  the  result  of  the  inabil¬ 
ity  of  the  Illinois  Collieries  Company  to  pay 
certain  amounts  into  the  sinking  fund  of  its 
first  mortgage  bonds  and  bond  interest  cou¬ 
pons  due  January  1,  1908. 

“The  company  owes  nothing  to  any  bank 
and  has  no  notes  of  any  kind  oustanding  ex¬ 
cept  to  stockholders.  It  has  more  than  suf¬ 
ficient  available  current  assets  to  pay'  in  full 
all  pay  rolls  and  accounts  for  materials  pur¬ 
chased  and  all  such  items  will  be  paid  in  full 
and  with  customary  promptness. 

“The  securities  of  the  company,  both  bonds 
and  stock,  practically  all  are  still  held  by 
those  who  originally  received  them  in  payment 
for  property.  The  public  is  not  affected  by 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  and  the  action 
taken  insures  to  all  security  holders  the  best 
results  possible  under  the  present  conditions, 
either  by  reorganization  or  such  other  action 
as  may  be  finally  decided  upon. 

“The  company’s  present  position  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  two  causes,  one  of  which  is 
the  fact  shown  by  the  state  bureau  of  labor 
coal  reports  that  there  has  been  a  continual 
decrease  in  the  average  selling  price  of  coal 
since  the  year  1903-04;  and  the  other,  that 
during  the  same  period  there  has  been  a  sub¬ 
stantial  increase  in  the  cost  of  producing  Illi¬ 
nois  coal.  The  Illinois  coal  business  was  only 
moderately  profitable,  on  the  average,  during 
1903-04;  it  was  not  as  profitable  even  then  as 
the  same  industry  in  the  eastern  states  or  as 
the  business  of  transportation  or  the  iron  or 
steel  or  lumber  industries. 

“The  Illinois  Collieries  Company  was  or¬ 
ganized  during  the  latter  part  of  1904  and 
commenced  business  January  1,  1905.  It  owns 
25,000  acres  of  coal  lands,  mainly  in  Sanga¬ 
mon  and  Macoupin  counties,  Illinois.  These 
lands  contain  more  than  150,000,000  tons  of 
coal,  based  upon  actual  experience  in  mining 
for  a  number  of  years.  The  company  has 
eight  mines  with  a  practical  producing  capac¬ 
ity  of  8,000  tons  per  day  or  more.  The  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  company  comprises  the  properties 
of  several  companies,  which  had  been  owned 
and  operated  separately  prior  to  1904.  At  the 
time  of  its  organization  the  company  was  cap¬ 
italized  on  a  basis  amounting  to  about  three 
cents  per  ton  on  the  coal  in  the  ground,  not 
including  the  value  of  shafts,  machinery  and 
other  property  than  the  coal  itself.  This  in¬ 
cludes  all  bonds  and  capital  stock  issued.  Its 
basis  of  capitalization  was  very  conservative 
compared  with  the  capitalization  of  large  prop¬ 
erties  in  any  other  industry  so  essential  and 
important  as  coal  or  compared  with  railroad 
capitalization  generally. 

“The  gentlemen  who  organized  the  Illinois 
Collieries  Company  believed  then  and  still 
believe  that  it  was  not  unreasonable  to  expect 
that  the  investments,  which  are  the  means  of 
making  Illinois  the  second  coal  producing 
state  in  the  United  States,  would  share  in  the 
general  prosperity  which  then  seemed  assured 
and  which  since  then  has  been  actually  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  the  great  industries  and  trans¬ 
portation  interests  in  Illinois  except  coal 
mining. 

“Under  present  conditions,  however,  it  can¬ 
not  be  expected  reasonably  that  the  average 
selling  price  of  coal  will  increase  for  the  state 
as  a  whole  or  that  adequate  returns  will  be 
realized  from  the  operation  of  the  great  coal 
business  of  Illinois  as  a  whole.  There  may 


continue  to  be,  as  there  has  been  in  the  past, 
comparatively  brief  periods  of  reasonable 
prices,  followed  by  longer  periods  of  decline. 
No  material  improvement  can  be  expected 
until  railroad  companies  conform  to  the  intent 
of  the  present  law  forbidding  the  operation  of 
coal  mines  by  them  for  commercial  purposes; 
and  until  just  and  equitable  rules  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  empty  coal  cars  are  established,  in 
place  of  the  unfair  and  discriminative  rules 
and  practices  in  effect  on  many  railroads  dur¬ 
ing  the  past.  It  is  believed  that  under  the 
provisions  of  the  interstate  commerce  act,  such 
fair  and  just  Jules  will  be  established  by  order 
of  the  interstate  commerce  commission.  The 
interstate  commerce  act  also  contemplates,  in 
effect,  that  not  later  than  May  1,  1908,  railroad 
companies  and  their  officers  and  directors  will 
cease  to  be  commercially  interested  in  coal 
mining  properties  which  are  within  reach  of 
their  corporate  or  official  favoritism.  Recently 
references  have  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
to  efforts  on  the  part  of  various  railroad  com¬ 
panies  to  secure  from  congress  an  extension 
of  time  beyond  May  1,  1908.  On  May  1  nearly 
two  years  will  .have  elapsed  since  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  interstate  commerce  act,  in  this 
respect,  were  known.  It  would  seem  as  though 
reasonable  and  sufficient  time  had  been  al¬ 
lowed  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  congress  will 
take  no  steps  which  will  delay  the  elimina- 

Tom  L.  Lewis 


The  various  locals  which  make  up  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  have  been 
voting  on  the  election  of  a  new  president  to 
succeed  John  Mitchell,  who  has  announced 


Tom  L.  Lewis. 


his  retirement  from  that  organization.  The 
vote  is  now  being  counted  and  the  result  will 
be  presented  to  the  annual  convention  of  this 
organization,  which  will  be  held  at  Indianapolis 
about  the  middle  of  January.  The  vote  so  far 
is  said  to  indicate  very  clearly  the  election  of 
Tom  L.  Lewis  to  the  presidency  of  this  or¬ 
ganization,  which  will  mean,  of  course,  his 
promotion  from  the  position  of  vice-president, 
which  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Lewis  has  been  a  very  conspicuous  fig¬ 
ure  in  the  coal  miners’  union  for  a  number  of 


tion  from  the  coal  business  of  this  great  temp¬ 
tation  to  unjust  and  unfair  competition. 

“For  many  years  Illinois  has  stood  second 
only  to  Pennsylvania  in  the  tonnage  of  coal 
produced,  but  the  returns  to  the  owners  of 
Illinois  coal  mines  have  been  irregular  and 
on  the  average  very  inadequate,  considering 
the  size  and  character  of  the  investments;  al¬ 
though  railroad  companies  who  are  the  owners 
of  coal  properties  have  been  greatly  bene¬ 
fited  indirectly.  There  are  ujines  and  compa¬ 
nies  which  have  earned  profits  of  considerable 
size.  But  for  such  cases  the  reasons  can  be 
found  in  special  circumstances. 

“During  the  early  years  of  new  mines  the 
cost  of  production  is  much  less  than  the 
average  for  the  life  of  a  mine.  A  few  mines 
here  and  there  have  natural  mining  conditions 
much  more  favorable  than  the  average.  A 
few  others  have  some  exceptional  advantages 
in  the  matter  of  geographical  location.  Still 
others  have  prospered  by  receiving  the  especial 
favors  of  a  railroad  company  or  its  officials. 
But  in  the  latter  cases  such  prosperity  has  not 
been  because  of  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
business,  but  has  been  at  the  expense  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  business  generally. 

“With  the  reform  of  the  abuses  which  have 
done  as  much  or  more  to  depress  the  coal 
business  of  Illinois  than  a  mere  overproduc¬ 
tion  the  owners  of  Illinois  coal  mines  as  a 
whole  doubtless  will  be  able  to  secure  mod¬ 
erate  returns  upon  their  investments  and  the 
state  may  be  able  to  continue  to  rank  second 
to  Pennsylvania  in  the  matter  of  coal  produc¬ 
tion.  But  without  such  reforms  it  is  inevita¬ 
ble  that  the  Illinois  coal  business  as  a  whole 
will  be  prosperous  only  for  very  brief 
periods.” 


is  in  the  Lead. 


years  and  has  been  considered  a  conservative 
man  in  the  organization.  If  present  indica¬ 
tions  are  realized  it  is  very  confidently  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  result  will  be  the'equivalent  to 
a  re-establishment  of  the  interstate  wage  agree¬ 
ment,  since  Mr.  Lewis  objected  to  the  break 
two  years  ago  and  has  been  fighting  all  sum¬ 
mer  and  fall  for  a  new  wage  agreement.  His 
election  will  consequently  mean  that  the 
miners  have  endorsed  his  stand  ancT  that  they 
are  ready  to  re-enter  the  old  agreement.  Mr. 
Lewis  has  had  a  record  covering  twenty  years 
in  and  about  the  coal  mines. 

His  first  affiliation  with  the  labor  unions 
was  in  1882,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the 
old  Knights  of  Labor.  He  worked  up  in  va¬ 
rious  positions  in  that  organization  until  he 
was  past  master  of  his  local.  In  1888  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  miners’  convention.  He  was 
also  a  delegate  to  the  Indianapolis  convention 
in  1889,  when  the  foundation  was  laid  for  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America.  He  has  at¬ 
tended,  all  conventions  since  that  time  with  the 
exception  of  one.  In  1895  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  eastern  Ohio  sub-district  and 
in  1896  was  made  secretary  of  the  Ohio  United 
Mine  Workers.  At  the  January  convention  in 
Chicago  in  1898  he  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  miners’  scale  committee.  At  this  time  the 
eight-hour  day  was  agreed  to  and  the  mining 
rate  was  increased  practically  eighteen  per 
cent. 

In  1900  Mr.  Lewis  was  elected  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  organization  and  has  continued  in 
that  position  since.  He  has  attended  a  great 
many  conventions  and  has  been  given  a  great 
many  assignments  by  the  mine  workers’  as¬ 
sociation,  through  all  of  which  he  has  deported 
himself  in  such  a  way  as  to  win  the  applause, 
not  only  of  the  miners,  but  of  the  coal  oper¬ 
ators.  .  He  was  instrumental  in  settling  the 
strike  in  the  Kanawha  valley  in  1902.  He  was 
responsible  for  the  closed  shop  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  which  lasted  from  1903  to  1906.  Just 
now  one  action  which  he  took  in  1904  is  par¬ 
ticularly  important.  At  that  time  he  supported 
President  Mitchell  in  advising  the  miners  to 
accept  a  reduction  in  wages  and  this  has  given 
both  him  and  Mr.  Mitchell  a  reputation  for 
conservatism. 
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How  Long  Will  Our  Coal  Supplies  Meet  the 
Increasing  Demand  of  Commerce. 


The  story  is  told,  in  Canada,  of  an  old  lady 
whose  faith  is  of  the  kind  that  moveth  mountains. 
She  lived  some  distance  from  the  beaten  paths 
of  commerce,  and  modern  methods  of  heating 
and  lighting  were  unknown  to  her.  But  one  day 
her  son  who  had  been  “to  the  city”  brought  home 
with  him  a  kerosene  lamp  and  a  can  of  oil.  She 
naturally  inquired  what  the  oil  was  and  whence 
it  came,  and  on  learning  that  it  was  petroleum  or 
rock  oil.  she  commanded  her  son  to  take  it  back — 
she  would  have  none  of  it.  She  could  not  under¬ 
stand  the  wickedness  of  men  who  were  stealing 
from  the  Lord  the  fuel  that  He  had  stored  in  the 
world  for  the  purpose  of  consuming  it  when  time 
should  be  no  more. 

We  are  not  called  upon  to  interpret  in  what 
manner  the  promise  of  the  destruction  of  the 


world  by  fire  shall  be  brought  about  but  certain 
it  is  that  man  is  consuming  at  an  enormous  rate, 
not  only  the  combustible  material  stored  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  but  we  are  told  by 
Mr.  Pinchot  that  the  forests  that  formerly  seemed 
inexhaustible  w  ill  have  been  practically  destroyed 
by  the  middle  of  the  present  century  if  the 
present  rate  of  destruction  continues.  The  use 
of  wood  for  fuel  is  not  so  great  proportionately 
today  as  it  was  a  century  ago,  but  other  demands 
upon  the  forests  have  taken  its  place.  A  recent 
report  of  the  -Forestry  Service  states  that  the 
present  annual  consumption  of  firewood  is  about 
100,000,000  cords,  valued  at  $350,000,000,  and  that 
the  total  forestry  consumption  represents  about 
twenty  million  cubic  feet,  worth  nearly  $1,100,000,- 
000.  The  consumption  of  lumber  has  increased 
more  rapidly  than  the  population.  My  reason  for 
referring  in  this  paper  to  the  forest  destruction 
will  be  shown  later. 

The  subject  which  confronts  us  is  “How  long 
will  the  supply  of  coal  meet  the  increasing 


By  Edward  W.  Parker. 


demands  of  commerce”?  The  question  is  one  to 
which,  of  course,  no  accurate  reply  could  be 
given,  for  the  answer  is  predicated  upon  the  de¬ 
termination  of  one  unknown  and  unascertainable 
quantity,  and  that  is  the  rate  of  increase  which 
the  demands  of  commerce  will  take.  Other  and 
scarcely  less  important  factors  also  enter  into 
the  solution  of  the  problem. 

Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  improve¬ 
ments  which  must  be  brought  about  in  (1)  the 
methods  of  mining,  assuring  a  gre'ater  percentage 
of  recovery  from  the  mines  and  a  larger  propor¬ 
tion  of  usable  fuel  and  less  waste  and  inferior 
coal  (by  inferior  coal  I  mean  slack  coal  or  fines 
which  are  sold  at  low  prices  or  not  at  all)  ;  (2) 
processes  for  using  economically  the  slack  or 
low  grade  coal;  (3)  more  efficient  methods  of 


combustion  which  will  increase  output  of  energy 
per  unit  of  fuel  consumed;  (4)  the  utilization 
of  other  forces  of  nature  which  will  to  greater  or 
less  extent  diminish  the  drain  upon  our  coal  sup¬ 
plies.  Much  is  already  being  done  and  more  will 
be  done  in  the  development  of  better  methods  in 
the  mining,  preparation  and  utilization  of  coal. 

The  government,  through  the  -Technologic 
Branch  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey, 
is  spending  thousands  of  dollars  in  the  way  of 
scientific  investigation  of  fuel  utilization,  and 
although  this  work  is  of  recent  inauguration, 
having  had  its  inception  at  the  Louisiana  Pur 
chase  Exposition,  highly  valuable  results  have 
been  obtained,  and  these  are  being  published  and 
gratuitously  given  to  the  public  as  fast  as  they 
can  be  compiled  and  published.  One  of  the 
results  accomplished  during  the  Exposition  period 
was  the  demonstration  that  producer  gas  for 
power  purposes  could  be  made  from  bituminous 
coal  and  lignites  with  an  increase  of  from  200  to 
300  per  cent  over  the  efficiency  obtained  from  a 


steam  power  plant.  It  is  significant  too  that  when 
one  of  the  gas  engine  manufacturers  was  ap¬ 
proached  with  a  proposition  to  install  one  of  its 
engines  as  a  working  exhibit  at  the  St.  Louis 
Exposition,  the  proposition  was  declined  because 
of  want  of  belief  that  producer  gas  from  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  could  be  so  used.  I  speak  from 
personal  knowledge  on  this  point,  for  I  did  the 
approaching. 

One  of  the  coals  successfully  used  at  this 
exposition  plant  was  a  California  black  lignite 
or  sub-bituminous  coal  containing  eight  per  cent 
sulphur.  I  am  informed  by  Professor  Fernald, 
in  charge  of  the  producer  gas  investigations  of 
the  Technologic  Branch,  that  6G  2-3  per  cent  of 
the  power  represented  by  the  installations  of 
producer  gas  plants  during  the  last  year  are  for 


using  bituminous  coal,  while  80  per  cent  of  the 
number  of  plants  are  designed  for  anthracite. 

As  to  the  utilization  of  other  forces,  the  de¬ 
velopment  in  the  harnessing  of  water  courses 
which  has  been  made  possible  through  the  long 
distance  transmission  of  power  by  electricity  is 
one  of  the  wonders  of  the  present  time.  The 
great  Susquehanna  river  is  being  dammed  at 
McCalls  Ferry,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  power  electrically  to  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia,  two  cities  a  hundred  miles  apart. 
The  power  of  Niagara  Falls  is  being  utilized  to 
a  great  extent  already,  and  it  is  a  momentous 
question  as  to  whether  we  can  better  afford  to 
permit  what  remains  to  be  used  for  power  or  to 
preserve  it  as  one  of  nature’s  art  works.  Is  it 
better  to  use  it  for  utilitarian  purposes  or  for 
its  beauty  and  grandeur?  I  am  sufficiently  un¬ 
commercial  to  hope  for  the  latter. 

As  to  the  increasing  demands  of  commerce  on 
our  coal  supply — our  only  method  of  forming  an 
(Continued  on  Page  24.) 
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Association  Progress  in  New  York. 


In  a  recent  report  to  the  president  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Coal  Merchants’  Association  of  New 
York  I  submitted  the  results  accomplished  dur¬ 
ing  the  season  of  1907  and  outlined  the  policy 
which  I  think  should  be  followed  during  the 
coming  year. 

It  seemed  unnecessary  to  issue  a  monthly  bul¬ 
letin,  and,  therefore,  the  publication  of  “The  As¬ 
sociation  Messenger”  was  discontinued  and  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  dollars  saved  thereby. 

All  suits  against  members  for  non-payment  of 
dues  were  also  discontinued.  If  men  cannot  be 
held  together  by  moral  suasion  and  a  community 
of  personal  interests,  in  an  organization  of  this  - 
sort,  they  cannot  be  held  together  by  force.  Some 
reputable  dealers  are  not,  and  possibly  never  will 
be,  members  of  this  association,  but  they  are  en¬ 
titled  to  their  convictions,  and  I  believe  it  is  well 
to  be  on  friendly  relations  with  them.  It  is  our 
business,  however,  to  show  that  it  is  a  distinct 
advantage  to  any  dealer  to  be  a  member,  and  in 
many  instances-  we  have  been  able  to  do  this. 
Twenty-two  names  were  added  to  our  list  last 
year,  representing  new  members  or  old  members 
that  have  been  won  back  into  the  fold.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  these  there  are  five  retail  contributors 
who,  for  reasons  of  their  own,  are  not  on  our 
membership  list. 

The  cost  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  for  1906  was,  according  to  the  last  annual 
statement,  $20,806.25.  For  the  current  year  the 
cost  was  $16,220.57,  or  a  difference  on  the  right 
side  of  the  ledger  of  $4,585.68,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  this  year  we  are  paying  about  $1,000  more 
rent  than  last  year,  and  I  consider  the  additional 
expense  is  warranted. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year  the  ope 
thing  which  strikes  me  as  being  of  the  most 
practical  importance  is  the  cutting  off  of  the 
commissions  to  real  estate  and  other  similar 
agents.  This  practice  had  no  business  reason 
for  its  existence.  It  constituted  a  heavy  drain 
on  the  dealers’  earnings  and  actually  amounted 
to  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  certain  classes 
of  trade.  It  was  a  relic  of  the  times  when  all 
sorts  of  prices  were  accepted  for  coal  and  all 
sorts  of  methods  were  resorted  to  to  get  busi¬ 
ness.  The  oractical  elimination  of  this  absurd 
feature  of  the  business  has  put  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  into  the  pockets  of  the  dealers,  while  the 
ease  with  which  this  evil  was  stamped  out  indi¬ 
cates  that  any  other  unbusinesslike  custom  could 
be  as  easily  changed  or  eradicated. 

The  theft  of  coal  in  transit  and  from  the  city 
docks  is  a  serious  matter  in  the  aggregate.  It 
is  receiving  our  constant  attention  and  some 
practical  results  have  already  been  accomplished. 
Through  the  co-operation  of  the  police,  on  com¬ 
plaints  lodged  with  them,  three  men  have  served 
time  for  stealing  coal  at  East  Ninety-sixth  street 
and  at  least  one  gang  has  been  broken  up. 

Another  man  is  now  in  jail  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.. 
awaiting  trial  for  stealing  coal  in  the  kilns.  I 
desire  to  say,  in  this  connection,  that  although 
the  companies  claim  their  responsibilities  cease 
after  coal  that  has  been  sold  f.  o.  b.  has  been 
loaded  into  boats,  I  have  a  written  opinion  from 
our  attorney  that  inasmuch  as  the  coal  is  deliv¬ 
ered  bv  the  company  tug  boats  and  no  con 
signee  is  allowed  to  put  in  his  own  tug  boats 
for  this  purpose,  the  responsibility  of  the  coal 
carrying  companies  does  not  cease  until  every 
ton  of  coal  thus  transported  has  been  safely  de¬ 
livered  alongside  the  dealer’s  dock,  where  his 
responsibility  begins.  Tf  this  be  so,  and  a  claim 
for  shortage  is  once  established  and  it  is  decided 
that  the  carrying  company  is  responsible  for  the 
loss,  the  question  of  piracy  will  have  been  solved 
in  short  order :  as  the  companies  would  find  it 
much  cheaper  to  prevent  the  theft  of  coal  in 
transit  than  to  pav  the  thousands  of  dollars 
which  are  now  coming,  directlv  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  dealers.  Moreover,  it  would  insure  the 
accurate  weighing  of  coal  at  the  railroad  docks 
and  thus  protect  the  dealer  against  a  possible 
loss  for  which  he  now  has  practically  no  redress. 
This  matter  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  put 
to  a  legal  test  in  the  immediate  future. 

The  condition  of  the  streets  is  of  vast  moment 
to  the  coal  dealer  and  it  is  the  proper  function 


By  Arthur  P.  Rice,  Commissioner. 


of  this  organization  to  receive  complaints  and  to 
help  remove  the  causes  of  them.  Wooden  pave¬ 
ments  are  an  abomination  to  the  coal  man  and 
strong  letters  on  this  subject  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  mayor,  the  comptroller  and  the 
president  of  the  borough. 

The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals  has  had  its  attention  called  to  the  use¬ 
less  suffering  and  frequent  death  of  horses,  due 
to  the  awful  strain  put  upon  them  when  the 
streets  are  covered  with  ice  and  snow  in  delivering 
coal  that  might  have  been  ordered  during  more 


Arthur  P.  Rice. 


favorable  conditions.  The  society  gladly  took 
the  matter  up,  caused  newspaper  articles  to  be 
published,  and  distributed  among  householders 
15,000  circulars  urging  that  coal  be  ordered  before 
bad  weather  set  in. 

.  If  there  is  any  one  thing  in  which  the  asso¬ 
ciation  has  cause  to  congratulate  itself  it  is  its 
collection  department.  It  alone  offers  reason 
enough  for  the  existence  of  this  organization.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  all  the  members  do  not 
make  use  of  it — which  is  certainly  to  their  loss — 
the  total  amount  of  bad  bills  collected  has  been 
largely  in  excess  of  $30,000  for  this  year,  or 
more  than  twice  the  amount  of  the  entire  dues 
of  all  the  members  for  twelve  months.  It  is, 
therefore,  logical  to  assume  that  any  dealer  who 
makes  use  of  this  system  will  thus  receive  more 
than  he  pays  out  and  get  all  the  other  benefits 
of  membership  in  the  association  at  practically 
no  cost.  Moreover,  those  who  do  not  use  it  will 
be  apt  to  find  themselves  saddled  with  many  of 
the  undesirable  customers  with  whom  other  deal¬ 
ers  have  had  unpleasant  experiences. 

When  it  is  considered  that  these  bills  are  not 
turned  in  to  the  association  until  every  other 
means  of  collecting  them  has  been  exhausted 
and  that  of  the  entire  number  turned  in  about 
one-half  of  them  are  collected,  I  think  that  it 
may  be  said  without  fear  of  contradiction  that 
no  other  collection  agency  extant  can  make  a 
better— if  as  good  a  showing.  Furthermore,  in 
prosecuting  this  work  the  department  is  accum¬ 
ulating  a  great  fund  of  information  and  special 
reports  regarding  credits  and  customers’  stand- 
insr.  which  is  available  on  an  instant’s  notice  and 
will  become  more  valuable  and  complete  as  time 
goes  on.  The  number  of  special  inquiries  for 
rating,  etc.,  for  the  year  have  amounted  to  nearly 
one  thousand,  and  these  have  been  carefully  fol¬ 
lowed  up  and  reported  on.  The  collections  for 
1907  have  been  about  $12,000  in  excess  of  those 
for  1906. 


It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  your  commissioner 
that  this  associatoin  be  put  on  a  different  and 
somewhat  better  financial  footing  than  its  pres¬ 
ent  one.  The  absolutely  necessary  expenses  of 
the  organization — even  when  it  is  conducted  on 
the  most  economical  and  conservative  basis — are 
too  close  to  the  receipts  in  the  form  of  dues, 
even  if  these  are  promptly  paid,  and  leave  no 
margin  for  emergencies  or  expenditures  which  it 
might  be  greatly  to  our  advantage  to  make.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  the  association  had  incurred  previous 
to  this  year  obligations  amounting  to  $2,800.00 
which  were  taken  up  by  the  personal  checks  of 
a  few  of  the  members.  These  should  be  paid,  as 
it  is  unfair  to  put  the  burden  on  them  alone.  I 
suggest  an  equitable  readjustment  of  the  dues 
on  a  tonnage  basis  or  a  twenty  ner  cent  advance 
of  the  present  dues,  which  would  work  no  hard¬ 
ship  on  any  individual,  but  would  put  the  asso¬ 
ciation  in  a  position  to  pay  off  its  old  obliga¬ 
tions.  to  prosecute  any  work  that  may  be  cut 
out  for  it  and  to  make  it  self-supporting,  as  its 
dignity  demands  it  should  be. 

The  most  satisfactory  thing  to  be  found  in  a 
review  of  the  year’s  work  is  the  growing  senti¬ 
ment  of  mutual  confidence  which  has  made  united 
action  possible.  If  I  am  correctly  informed  no 
such  hopeful  condition  of  affairs  has  even  before 
existed,  in  the  retail  coal  business  in  this  city, 
and  it  is  a  premise  that  things  which  have  hith¬ 
erto  seemed  impossible  of  performance  may  be 
brought  about.  There  have  been  troubles  enough, 
it  is  true,  but  none  so  serious  that  it  could  not  be 
or  was  not  promptly  adjusted.  There  has  been 
a  broad  spirit  of  forbearance,  a  solid  ground  of 
p'ood  faith  has  been  established,  and  these  condi¬ 
tions  have  continued  long  enough  to  convince 
even  the  most  skeptical  dealer  that  there  are  such 
things  as  harmony  and  prosperity  in  the  coal 
business. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  discrimination  in 
favor  of  certain  classes  of  trade  that  is  credit¬ 
able  neither  from  a  moral  nor  a  business  stand¬ 
point.  I  refer  to  the  apartment  house  and  other 
similar  trade.  .  Bv  what  system  of  logic  these 
classes  are  entitled  to  concessions  granted  to  no 
others  T  fail  to  discover.  Does  your  wholesale 
dealer  make  to  you  a  lower  price  on  the  goods 
that  are  to  be  delivered  to  these  people?  Is 
there  so  much  more  profit  in  handling  their  busi¬ 
ness  that  you  can  afford  to  deduct  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  from  their  bills?  I  think  not.*  The 
railroad  tariff  reads  one  price  to  all  classes  of 
consignors  of  the  same  class  of  goods :  the 
wholesale  coal  dealer  savs  one  price  to  all  for 
the  same  kind  of  coal.  Let  the  retail  dealer  say 
exactly  the  same  thing  and  stick  to  it! 

There  is  another  sort  of  discrimination  which 
should  be  done  away  with  at  the  same  time.  The 
washerwoman  pavs  twentv-five  cents  labor  on 
the  single  ton  of  coal  nut  into  her  cellar ;  the 
bank  president  pavs  no  labor  for  the  twenty-five 
tons. put  in  his  cellar.  Tf  it  costs  vou  money  to 
put  in  a  ton  of  coal — and  it  certainly  does — vou 
should  be  paid  for  your  work;  there  is  nothing 
wrong  about  that ;  but  why  should  the  man  who 
can  best  afford  to  pav  have  his  coal  put  in  free 
of  charge.  I  cannot  see. 

There  is  still  another  subiect  which  I  consider 
worthy  of  painstaking  thought  and  sustained  ef¬ 
fort.  I  refer  to  the  “short  haul,”  which  is  only 
another  way  of  saying  the  profitable  delivery.  It 
seems  a  senseless  thing  for  a  dealer  to  send  a 
truck  ten  blocks  and  dump  its  contents  alongside 
another  man’s  vard,  while  perhaps  that  other 
man.  is  hauling  his  coal  ten  blocks  into  the  im- 
meditae  neighborhood  of  the  first  mentioned 
dealer.  It  is  a  waste  of  energy,  time,  horse¬ 
flesh  and  money,  and  there  should  be  some  method 
of  interchange  whereby  this  improvident  prac¬ 
tice  could  be  done  away  with  in  a  very  large 
measure  at  least.  T  simply  call  it  to  your  atten¬ 
tion  as  one  of  the  things  which,  if  properly 
worked  out,  would  result  in  astonishing  savings 
to  the  dealer. 

All  these  matters  call  for  concerted  action,  and 
this  can  be  had  only  through  the  increased  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  dealers  in  each  other,  through  mu¬ 
tual.  helpfulness,  and.  above  all,  through  a  high 
spirit  of  honor  which  should  pervade  this  asso¬ 
ciation.  I  believe  that  spirit  is  growing. 
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This  is  the  beginning  of  an  extremely  busy 
season  for  the  Wholesale  &  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  of  Ohio.  The  organization 
has  been  working  along  aggressive  lines  for 
the  last  few  months  and  is  now  planning  to 
take  up  a  couple  of  other  campaigns,  which 
promise  even  better  than  anything  done  so 
far.  Just  now  there  is  a  movement  in  Ohio 
among  all  trade  organizations  to  get  some 
needed  legislation  through  the  Ohio  general 
assembly  at  its  winter  session. 

The  last  session  of  the  legislature  recog¬ 
nized  the  needs  of  the  shippers  to  a  certain 
extent  by  increasing  the  powers  of  the  Ohio 
Railroad  commission.  Among  other  things 
it  endowed  that  organization  with  sufficient 
power  for  it  to  put  into  effect  a  ruling  grant¬ 
ing  reciprocal  demurrage.  But  the  shipping 
organizations  did  not  believe  the  powers  of 
this  commission  are  as  extensive  even  now  as 
they  would  like  and  in  consequence  are  going 
to  ask  the  legislature  to  endow  the  railroad 
commission  with  the  power  of  inflicting  a 
penalty  for  violations  of  the  law.  In  other 
words  it  has  come  to  be  realized  that  a  com¬ 
mission!  of  this  character,  whether  state  or 
national,  is  in  reality  an  addition  to  the  courts 
of  law.  It  is  coming  to  be  realized  that  courts 
of  law  can  not  perform  their  real  functions 
unless  they  are  given  the  powers  of  every 
other  court,  namely,  the  right  to  enforce 
their  decisions. 

If  the  interstate  commerce  commission  for 
instance,  is  an  addition  to  the  federal  court 
system  of  the  United  States  with  its  duty  con¬ 
fined  to  transportation  problems  it  should  have 
the  same  right  as  any  other  court  to  enforce 
its  decrees.  The  same  contention  is  made  by 
the  Ohio  railroad  commission,  which  is  acting 
as  a  court  on  transportation  for  the  state  of 
Ohio.  Consequently  if  this  court  is  going  to 
be  of  any  value  it  must  have  the  power  of 
enforcing  its  decrees  and  it  is  proposed  to  so 
constitute  this  organization  by  changing  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  Ohio  during  this  winter. 
The  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation  of  Ohio  has  joined  with  other  com¬ 
mercial  bodies  in  impressing  this  one  thing 
upon  the  state  legislature  and  it  is  believed 
that  it  will  meet  with  a  considerable  measure 
of  success. 

The  association  has  also  started  upon  an¬ 
other  campaign  which  is  of  more  than  usual 
importance.  This  is  to  bring  about  a  revision 
of  freight  classification.  It  is  not  known  as 
yet  whether  this  will  have  to  be  done  through 
the  legislature  or  whether  it  will  be  done  un¬ 
der  the  Ohio  railway  commission,  when  the 
latter  has  obtained  this  enlarged  power  from 
the  legislature.  It  is  desired  of  course  by  all 
commercial  interests  that  the  inadequate  freight 
classification  shall  be  revised  and  it  is  especially 
desired  by  coal  men  that  coal  and  other  bulky 
freight  shall  be  given  a  class  entirely  by  itself, 
which  shall  be  subject  to  a  lower  tariff  than 
that  prevailing  today  on  the  movement  of  coal. 

The  association  within  the  last  month  has 
received  the  following  new  members;  Brater 
&  Marriott  of  Addyston;  John  W.  Wicken- 
hiser  &  Company  of  Latty;  P.  Simmerer  & 
Sons  of  Olmstead  Falls. 


Attorney  Is  Retained. 

The  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  & 
Nebraska  has,  within  the  last  month,  issued 
a  number  of  important  circulars  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  organization  and  to  the  trade  in 
those  two  states,  outlining  the  work  of  the 
organization  and  making  a  plea  for  new  mem¬ 


bers  and  for  their  support  of  the  association 
movement. 

Among  other  things  the  announcement  is 
made,  by  H.  L.  Laird,  the  secretary,  that  a 
legal  department  has  been  established  which 
is  available  to  all  the  members  of  that  or¬ 
ganization.  Mr.  Laird  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that  experience  has  demonstrated  the 
importance  of  good  legal  advice  to  the  as¬ 
sociation  members  at  the  lowest  possible  cost. 
He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  annual 
dues  of  the  association,  paid  by  each  member, 
is  just  barely  able,  now,  to  take  care  of  the 
expense  of  the  work  that  is  being  carried  on. 
It  is  impossible  to  stretch  the  amount  of  mon¬ 
ey  on  hand  to  cover  any  additional  burdens  and 
consequently  it  seemed,  for  a  while,  almost 
impossible  to  obtain  legal  advice  without  rais¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  dues  to  the  members.  This 
seemed  ill  advised  for  the  time-being  and 
consequently  some  other  arrangement  had  to 
be  made.  The  association  had  now  entered  into 
a  compact  with  one  of  the  best  law  firms  in 
the  middle  west  to  take  charge  of  all  associa¬ 
tion  matters  upon  the  following  basis: 

It  will  make  collections  of  claims  requiring 
a  suit  for  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  amount 
collected.  It  will  give  legal  opinion  on  any 
subject  to  any  one  party  in  brief  for  a  charge 
of  one  dollar  for  each  case. 

Mr.  Laird  announces  that  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  this  legal  department  is  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  aiding  members  of  the  association  by 
giving  them  the  best  legal  advice  at  a  small 
cost.  This  department  will  be  at  the  service 
of  any  member  at  any  time  he  may  need  it 
and  should  be  a  considerable  help  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  individual’s  business.  Mr.  Laird 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  good  legal 
advice,  at  many  times,  will  save  hundreds  of 
dollars  that  would  otherwise  be  expended  in 
useless  law  suits. 


Association’s  Work. 

Another  very  important  circular  issued  by 
the  association  calls  attention  to  ’  the  work 
that  the  association  has  done  in  the  time  that 
it  has  been  organized,  and  this  makes  a  tre¬ 
mendously  strong  plea  for  association  work 
in  general.  Mr.  Laird  says: 

“We  have  reduced  irregular  shipments  in 
the  states  of  Iowa'  and  Nebraska  ninety  per 
cent  in  comparison  to  what  they  were  prior 
to  the  existence  of  this  association  and  while 
some  towns  may  have  had  a  few  shipments 
this  year  there  are  hundreds  of  towns  that 
have  not  had  any  and  on  every  shipment  re¬ 
ported  to  us  this  year  except  those  made  by 
one  party  we  have  been  able  to  get  an  ad¬ 
justment  that  was  satisfactory  to  the  dealers 
in  the  town  affected.  This  proves  that  the 
wholesaler,  shipper,  jobber  and  operator  real¬ 
ize  the  effectiveness  of  the  association  work 
and  ate  willing  to  co-operate  with  us  in  our 
efforts  to  help  the  local  trade.  The  effective 
work  of  the  association  has  made  the  source 
of  supply  to  the  irregular  shipper  so  limited 
that  this  class  of  the  wholesale  trade  is  cut¬ 
ting  less  and  less  figure  each  year.  But  one 
shipper  will  not  agree  to  refrain  from  ship¬ 
ping  to  the  consumer  and  he  goes  so  far  as 
to  say  that  he  will  not  ship  into  a  town  where 
the  regular  dealer  will  buy  from  him.  This, 
of  course,  is  not  a  satisfactory  position  to  us 
and  we  hope  soon  to  see  him  entirely  in 
line.” 

The  Iowa  and  Nebraska  association  is  also 
planning  to  get  some  more  legislation  in  favor 
of  the  coal  dealers.  It  hopes  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  to  have  a  satisfactory  uniform  bill  of 
lading  that  will  make  the  railroads  responsible 
absolutely,  for  any  and  all  shipments  and  any 


losses  entailed  while  the  shipment  is  in  tran¬ 
sit.  Moreover,  the  association  wants  a  recip¬ 
rocal  demurrage  law  that  will  require  cars 
to  be  furnished  within  a  reasonable  length  of 
time,  moved  a  certain  number  of  miles  each 
day  and  switched  to  the  consignee’s  sheds 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  reaching  des¬ 
tination.  It  desires  that  any  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  railroad  company  to  do  all  of  these 
things  shall  subject  the  carrier  to  a  demurrage 
charge  the  same  as  the  railroads  impose  for 
undue  detention  in  loading  or  unloading  ship¬ 
ments. 

In  this  connection  a  plea  is  made  by  Sec¬ 
retary  Laird  for  the  support  of  the  retail 
coal  dealers  generally  throughout  the  states 
of  -Iowa  and  Nebraska  and  attention  is  called 
to  the  fact  that  no  other  association  has  been 
so  effective  in  getting  satisfactory  laws  placed 
upon  the  statute  books.  Attention  is  called 
to  the  fact  that  this  organization  is  the  only 
one  that  has  been  able  to  get  the  legislators  to 
pass  a  law  requiring  that  the  railroads  shall 
give  terminal  weights  on  goods  in  transit. 


Two  District  Meetings. 

Two  important  events  are  on  dit  for  the 
Coal  Dealers  of  Michigan  and  Indiana,  both 
of  which  will  attract  more  than  ordinary  in¬ 
terest,  and  prove  a  most  auspicious  beginning 
for  the  second  half  of  the  fiscal  year. 

A  District  Meeting  which  will  include  the 
regular  mid-winter  convening  of  the  directory 
board  will  take  place  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 
on  Wednesday,  January  15.  Headquarters 
will  be  located  at  the  Wayne  Hotel.  The  open¬ 
ing  session  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  will 
be  an  open  meeting  of  the  board  at  which  all 
matters  of  complaint  which  have  not  been  sat¬ 
isfactorily  adjusted  are  in  order  to  come  be¬ 
fore  the  directors.  All  members  should  make 
it  a  point  to  be  present  at  this  session,  whether 
they  have  grievances  or  not,  as  the  work 
will  be  most  interesting  and  will  serve  to 
exploit  the  efficiency  of  the  Association  in 
caring  for  the  interests  of  its  members,  most 
effectively.  The  newer  members  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
methods  employed  for  their  benefit  and  more 
familiarly  in  toch  with  the  duties  expected  of 
them  in  cases  where  the  aid  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  is  required. 

The  older  members  never  miss  this  session 
which  is  the  most  important  and  interesting 
occasion  of  the  entire  year.  For  the  member 
who  has  become  accustomed  to  the  benefits  of 
the  Association  to  a  degree  which  causes  him 
to  overlook  the  agency  of  the  organization  in 
his  affairs  and  is  taking  an  undue  amount  of 
credit  to  himself  for  the  freedom  he  enjoys 
owing  to  the  fact  that  no  trouble  assails  him, 
meetings  of  this  sort  are  good  medicine,  and 
will  prove  to  him  the  fact,  that  were  it  not 
for  the  existence  of  the  Association  he  would 
be  worse  afflicted  than  ever  was  Job  with 
all  of  his  tribulations,  and  that  instead  of  be¬ 
ing  a  highly  esteemed  member  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  he  would  only  be  an  element  of  con¬ 
venience  during  the  latter  end  of  each  season, 
when  just  a  little  coal  is  needed  to  finish 
out  with. 

For  the  dealer  who  is  not  a  member,  but 
who,  through  force  of  circumstances,  due  to 
the  broad  gauge  principles  of  the  Association 
has  been  enabled  to  participate  in  some  of 
the  benefits  provided  and  conserved  by  the 
organization,  meetings  of  this  character  are 
most  instructive  and  will,  without  doubt,  en¬ 
tail  a  desire  to  obtain  the  full  and  greater 
benefits  which  a  membership  provides — the 
cost  of  which  is  only  nominal,  and  so  trifling 
(Continued  on  page  23.) 


No.  1] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


23 


New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Situation  but  Little  Changed 
— Bituminous  Demand  Is  Still 
Lacking. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  January  2. 

There  is  very  little,  if  any,  change  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  situation  since  our  last  report.  During 
the  holiday  season  operators  expected  but  few 
orders  to  materialize,  and  the  very  mild  weather 
prevailing  for  the  past  few  weeks  has  not  been 
favorable  for  the  heavy  consumption  of  coal,  so 
that  there  has  been  no  incentive  for  retailers  to 
make  purchases. 

A  heavy  tonnage  of  coal  is  being  moved  all 
the  time  on  old  orders,  and  many  of  the  com¬ 
panies  have  all  the  business  on  their  books  that 
they  need  to  take  up  their  output  for  three  or 
four  weeks.  Production  is  being  kept  up  to  the 
capacities  of  the  operations,  the  only  curtailment 
being  for  the  legal  and  church  holidays.  Last 
week  the  operations  were  worked  between  three 
and  four  days.  This  week  operators  are  count¬ 
ing  upon  four  full  days’  production,  which  will 
make  the  tonnage  for  the  month  run  up  to  5,200,- 
000  tons  or  over.  That  none  of  the  coal  mined 
within  the  past  few  months  has  been  put  into 
storage  is  indicative  of  the  healthy  demand. 

Already  it  is  estimated  that  the  1907  tonnage 
will  be  well  over  66,500,000  tons,  or  some  11,000,- 
000  tons  more  than  the  1906  production.  This 
will  make  the  year  1907  a  record  breaker  so  far 
as  the  production  of  anthracite  is  concerned. 
With  the  exception  of  February,  the  tonnage  for 
every  month  has  been  over  5,000,000  tons,  reach 
ing  in  October  over  6,000,000  tons.  So  far  as 
figures  have  been  compiled,  all  of  the  companies 
with  the  exception  of  possibly  two,  show  a  larger 
December  production  this  year  than  during  last 
December. 

Taking  the  situation  as  a  whole,  the  anthracite 
market  is  in  fair  shape.  While  there  are  some 
few  cancellations,  or  rather  orders  to  hold  back 
shipments  from  some  points,  there  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  an  active  demand  from  most  sec¬ 
tions,  which  has  kept  the  large  production  well 
placed.  In  the  all  rail  trade  to  the  west,  no 
falling  off  is  noted.  This,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  weather  all  over  the  country  has  not 
been  favorable  for  large  consumption  of  coal, 
shows  the  trade  to  be  in  good  shape.  Some  of 
the  companies  who  do  a  large  lake  business,  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  weeks  of  the  lake  season,  spent 
their  energies  and  a  good  part  of  their  produc¬ 
tion  to  supply  this  trade  before  navigation  closed, 
which  necessitated  their  delaying  the  filling  of 
orders  from  the  east,  and  since  the  10th  of  De¬ 
cember,  they  have  been  rushing  coal  forward  to 
take  care  of  their  eastern  business.  These  com¬ 
panies  have,  therefore,  not  felt  any  of  the  dull¬ 
ness  that  is  noted  in  some  quarters. 


New  England  Demand. 

New  England  all  rail  trade  is  very  active  for 
this  season  of  the  year.  Considerable  coal  is  be¬ 
ing  taken  by  this  trade,  and  the  companies  ship¬ 
ping  to  this  territory  are  well  pleased  with  the 
situation.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  chestnut 
coal  in  this  territory  now,  which  many  of  the 
companies  are  not  able  to  supply  promptly. 
Stove  coal  is  also  very  active  now,  and  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  past  some  of  the  companies  have  been 
very  short  on  this  size.  Of  the  prepared  sizes, 
egg  is  about  the  only  one  that  is  long.  In  steam 
sizes,  the  market  is  fairly  active,  and  we  hear 
of  some  inquiry  being  made  already  on  next 
season’s  contracts.  These  inquiries  are  for  large 
tonnages,  from  some  of  the  heavy  users  for  steam 
purposes,  which  indicate  that  they  are  not  look¬ 
ing  for  the  prices  on  these  sizes  to  be  reduced  in 
the  next  few  months.  There  is  still  some  talk  of 
a  further  advance  in  the  price  of  pea,  which  size 
is  still  very  short,  but  it  is  said  that  the  com¬ 
panies  will  not  consent  to  a  general  advance. 
If  there  is  to  be  a  further  advance  in  this  size, 
it  will  hardly  be  made  before  the  beginning  of 
the  new  coal  year.  Between  now  and  then  there 
may  be  some  changes  in  conditions  which  will 
call  for  a'  new  status  in  the  prices  of  all  of  the 
steam  sizes. 


Last  week  there  was  a  report  of  a  heavy  con¬ 
gestion  of  hard  coal  on  some  of  the  lines,  mostly 
at  tidewater  shipping  ports.  This  accumulation 
has  since  been  removed,  as  vessels  have  been 
more  plentiful  and  loading  for  the  east  has  been 
freer.  The  movement  by  tide  to  New  England 
ports  continues  heavy,  and  it  is  likely  that  when 
the  figures  for  the  vear  are  given  out,  the  tide¬ 
water  shipments  will  also  break  former  records. 

In  New  York  city  and  the  cities  adjacent,  re¬ 
tailers  report  business  as  being  very  dull  for  the 
past  few  weeks.  There  has  been  no  very  cold 
weather  up  to  the  moment,  and  domestic  con¬ 
sumers  have  only  been  buying  to  fill  current 
needs.  From  now  on  dealers  are  looking  for  a 
weather  market  pure  and  simple,  and  they  will 
welcome  a  change  in  temperature  that  will  call 
for  a  heavy  consumption  of  fuel.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  appeals  made  through  every  agency  to 
have  householders  and  coal  users  generally  to 
lay  in  a  full  supply  of  coal  during  the  fair 
weather,  the  consumers,  it  seems,  will  not  buy 
in  any  quantity  until  they  are  actually  needing 
it,  so  that  a  season  of  cold  weather  will  act  as  a 
great  stimulant  to  the  retail  trade. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

In  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade,  those 
operators  having  contracts  to  fill  are  in  luck,  as 
but  little  new  business  has  developed  in  the  past 
month.  Considerable  coal  is  going  forward  all 
the  time  on  old  contracts,  but  these,  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  are  being  curtailed  as  much  as  the  ship¬ 
per  will  permit.  Throughout  the  east  and  at  all 
the  tidewater  ports  along  the  seaboard,  there  is 
considerable  coal,  so  that  with  what  is  afloat 
between  ports  and  on  rail  from  mines  to  tide, 
we  have  a  heavy  amount  of  coal,  which  will 
have  to  be  put  into  consumption  before  the  mar¬ 
ket  will  stiffen  up.  While  there  has  been  a 
heavy  curtailment  of  production  in  some  of  the 
regions  the  past  week  or  so,  we  have  not  as  yet 
had  time  to  feel  the  effect  of  this  reduction  in 
the  markets.  There  was  not  the  cessation  in 
mining  during  the  holidays  that  many  operators 
and  dealers  had  hoped  for,  but  it  is  believed  that 
there  will  be  some  relief  from  the  curtailment 
made  during  this  season,  and  that  this  will  be 
reflected  during  the  next  few  weeks. 

While  on  every  hand  there  are  rumors  of  man¬ 
ufacturing  plants  resuming,  operators  have  not 
as  yet  felt  any  improvement  in  the  situation, 
there  being  practically  no  demand  for  coal  for 
spot  purchases.  Those  who  make  predictions 
look  for  the  situation  to  brighten  towards  the 
middle  of  the  month,  when,  they  argue,  that 
manufacturing  will  be  generally  resumed  through¬ 
out  the  east.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pessimists 
are  arguing  that  we  are  going  to  have  a  con¬ 
tinued  period  of  depression,  not  looking  for  any 
improvement  in  the  situation  until  well  along  in 
the  spring. 

The  curtailment  of  the  cotton  mills  throughout 
New  England  who  have  agreed  upon  a  twenty- 
five  per  cent  reduction  in  their  output  for  the 
next  three  months,  if  put  in  effect  will  not  add 
to  the  improvement  of  the  New  England  trade, 
which  supplies  these  mills.  The  cotton  mill  in¬ 
dustry  is  one  of  the  heaviest  users  of  steam  coal 
throughout  New  England,  and  any  curtailment 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  is  soon  felt 
in  the  coal  trade.  The  railroads  are  also  large 
factors  in  the  steam  coal  trade,  their  fuel  needs 
calling  for  enormous  tonnages.  Since  the  reces¬ 
sion  in  all  lines  of  business,  the  traffic  of  the 
roads  have  fallen  off  heavily  and,  as  consequence, 
the  roads  are  not  taking  anything  like  their  full 
tonnages  at  this  season. 

The  all  rail  soft  coal  trade  is  holding  up  fairly 
well,  in  fact  this  trade  is  much  better  than  op¬ 
erators  were  hoping  for  at  this  season,  when  all 
lines  of  trade  are  dull.  Car  supply  is  very  plen¬ 
tiful,  though  deliveries  in  many  instances  are 
slow.  Some  of  the  leading  soft  coal  Carrying 
roads,  it  seems,  get  coal  cars  congested  at  points 
between  the  mines  and  tide,  and  we  hear  of  some 
cars  shipped  over  the  Pennsylvania  on  Decem¬ 
ber  9  being  still  en  route.  Some  operators  say 
that  the  roads  in  keeping  these  coal  cars  back  at 
this  time  are  helping  the  situation,  though  unin¬ 
tentionally.  Some  of  the  roads  in  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  regions  are  blocked  with  empty  cars  since 
the  recession  in  trade,  and  many  of  the  eastern 
roads  have  their  side  tracks  pretty  well  utilized 
for  storing  empty  cars. 


Trade  in  the  far  east  is  unchanged.  Some  coal 
is  still  going  forward  on  old  contracts,  though  no 
new  business  is  being  reported.  Trade  along  the 
sound  is  active  only  on  the  best  grades. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  still  demoralized. 
So  congested  are  conditions  at  the  ports  that 
many  shippers  are  embargoed.  Many  individual 
shippers  have  sent  coal  to  tide  for  which  they 
had  no  orders,  and  they  are  urging  middlemen  to 
sell  it  for  them.  This  makes  the  situation  hard 
on  those  dealers  who  have  their  own  coal  to 
offer.  Most  sales  being  made  are  from  one  dealer 
to  another  when  coal  is  needed  to  fill  out  a  cargo. 
Spot  sales  for  local  needs  are  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween.  Dealers  are  endeavoring  to  keep  prices^ 
up,  but  with  so  much  coal  on  hand  and  on  de¬ 
murrage,  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
many  to  cut  prices  to  move  it,  and  as  a  result, 
lower  prices  are  prevailing  than  are  profitable  to 
the  producer  and  dealer.  Good  grades  of  steam 
coal  sell  from  $2.40  to  $2.60,  while  occasionally 
inferior  grades  can  be  obtained  at  ten  to  twenty 
cents  lower  when  embargoes  are  to  be  relieved. 

We  hear  some  rumors  of  the  roads  favoring 
an  advance  in  rates  on  soft  coal  another  season. 
It  is  rumored  that  some  of  the  soft  coal  carry¬ 
ing  roads  favor  an  advance  of  ten  cents  a  ton. 
The  question  will  likely  be  discussed  at  early 
conferences  of  the  traffic  officials,  and  the  effort 
to  advance  rates  will  likely  call  for  a  strong 
protest  on  the  part  of  shippers  and  consumers. 

Vessels  of  all  classes  and  sizes  are  very  plen¬ 
tiful,  and  owners  are  not  finding  charters  as 
freely  as  they  would  like.  Rates  are,  therefore, 
shaded  in  some  instances  from  our  former  re¬ 
port.  From  the  Roads  to  Boston,  75  cents  is  now 
paid,  while  the  rate  from  Philadelphia  is  about 
80  cents.  From  Baltimore,  90  cents  to  $1.00 ; 
from  Philadelphia  to  Portsmouth,  90  cents;  to 
Lynn  and  Newburyport,  $1.00;  to  Sound  points, 
75  to  80  cents;  from  New  York  harbor  around 
the  cape,  80  to  85  cents. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  January  2. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— -There  is  some  dullness  in  the  anthracite  trade, 
brought  about  by  the  holiday  season  and  the  un¬ 
seasonable  weather,  which  has  prevailed  up  to  the 
present  time.  While  considerable  coal  is  coming 
forward  all  the  time,  it  is  largely  upon  old  or¬ 
ders.  Retailers  are  finding  their  customers  buy¬ 
ing  only  in  small  quantities,  as  there  has  been 
no  real  cold  weather  to  cause  a  heavy  consump¬ 
tion.  A  season  of  cold  weather  would  give  a 
great  deal  of  snap  to  the  situation.  All  rail 
trade  to  New  England  points  is  fair  for  this 
season.  Line  points  are  still  calling  for  quan¬ 
tities  of  stove  and  chestnut,  and  the  companies 
are  finding  it  difficult  to  fill  these  orders  promptly. 
Vessels  are  freer  than  for  some  time,  and  tbe 
congestion  at  the  Philadelphia  ports  is  now  re¬ 
lieved* 

There  is  no  new  business  being  done  in  soft 
coal.  Actual  consumption  of  bituminous  is  very 
light  for  this  season,  owing  to  the  curtailment  in 
manufacturing  and  the  unseasonable  weather  for 
domestic  consumption.  Prices  on  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  are  held  at  tbe  contract  price,  $2.90 
f.  o.  b.  the  Roads,  while  Pennsylvania  coals  sell 
at  $2.40  to  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia.  Consid¬ 
erable  demurrage  coal  can  be  bought  lower. 

Vessels  are  very  plentiful  and  rates  are  fur¬ 
ther  reduced.  Charters  can  be  made  from  the 
Roads  at  75  cents;  from  Baltimore,  80  to  90  cents; 
from  Philadelphia,  75  to  80  cents. 

Two  District  Meetings. 

(Concluded  from  page  22.) 
in  amount  as  to  be  within  the  easy  reach 
of  all  coal  dealers. 

Every  coal  dealer  in  the  state,  wholesaler 
and  retailer,  member  or  not,  is  cordially  invit¬ 
ed,  and  assured  of  a  hearty  welcome. 

On  Friday,  January  17,  a  district  meeting 
will  be  held  at  Detroit,  Michigan;  and  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  officers  that  every  coal  deal¬ 
er  within  reaching  distance  will  make  it  a 
point  to  be  in  Detroit,  on  that  day  regardless 
of  all  other  engagements.  Headquarters  are 
to  be  at  the  Hotel  Ponchartrain. 

At  both  of  these  meetings  The  Order  of 
Kokoal  will  hold  a  koruskation  and  everyone 
knows  that  when  the  Kokoal  boys  get  busy 
there  will  be  “doings  doing.” 
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Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  January  2. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)—  While  the  past  week  has  been  marked 
by  the  usual  holiday  quietness,  there  has 
still  been  a  strength  and  tone  to  the  market 
indicative  of  a  healthy  business  in  prospect  for 
the  first  month  of  the  new  year.  This  out¬ 
look  is  made  brighter  by  the  reports  coming 
from  various  sections  favorable  to  an  early 
resumption  of  many  manufactories  which  have 
been  idle  for  the  greater  part  of  December. 
There  is  considerable  optimism  concerning  the 
outlook,  and  sales  agents  are  predicting  a 
heavier  trade  in  January  than  has  characterized 
that  month  for  years.  Not  only  is  it  expected 
that  new  orders,  which  have  been  held  back 
until  after  the  year’s  closing  inventory,  will 
begin  to  come  forward  next  week,  but  there  is 
almost  a  certainty  of  colder  weather,  which  is 
expected  to  make  the  market  snappier. 

In  mine  operations  there  has  been  the  usual 
shortening  brought  by  the  coming  of  two  holi¬ 
days  so  closely  together,  and  coming  as  they 
did  in  the  middle  of  the  week  caused  even 
more  than  the  ordinary  falling  off  of  working 
capacity  at  the  mines.  Taking  the  two  holi¬ 
days  together  there  was  probably  a  loss  of  a 
full  week  in  the  working  time.  This  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  some  of  the  companies  being  obliged 
to  draw  upon  their  stock  piles,  which  were  not 
as  large  as  usual  this  year,  the  season’s  de¬ 
mand  having  been  continually  heavy. 

Shipments  to  western  all-rail  points  have 
been  well  sustained  and  the  eastern  trade, 
which  at  many  points  was  in  a  really  serious 
condition  of  shortage,  has  been  cared  for  in  a 
much  more  satisfactory  manner  than  in  No¬ 
vember.  Taking  everything  into  consideration, 
the  season  just  closed  has  been  in  the  main 
most  satisfactory;  the  business  phenomenal, 
the  market  well  cared  for  and  everybody  com¬ 
paratively  happy.  With  the  opening  of  the 
year  there  is  good  prospect  of  fuller  time  at 
the  mines,  a  satisfactory  output,  lively  orders 
and  a  general  condition. of  prosperity  for  deal¬ 
ers  and  producers. 

Chestnut  and  pea  coal  continue  scarce, 
though  the  mild  weather  of  the  year’s  closing 
week  served  to  lessen  the  demand  somewhat 
and  dealers  were  not  so  severely  pressed  as 
was  the  case  earlier  in  the  month.  Small 
steam  sizes  are  also  closely  held  for  emerg¬ 
ency  orders. 


Bituminous  Prospects. 

Bituminous  operators  and  dealers  are  not  in 
so  agreeable  a  frame  of  mind  as  their  anthra¬ 
cite  brethren.  Not  only  is  the  present  condi¬ 
tion  far  from  satisfactory,  but  the  outlook  is 
so  obscured  by  the  uncertainties  of  the  future 
that  no  dealer  is  willing  to  jeopardize  his  rep¬ 
utation  as  a  prophet  by  making  predictions. 
There  is  an  absolute  standstill  in  the  business 
which  no  one  appears  able  to  explain  satisfac¬ 
torily.  Of  course  the  financial  flurry  is  given 
as  the  principal  cause.  Operators  are  not  in¬ 
clined  to  sell  coal  on  time  and  there  is  not 
the  ready  money  to  encourage  business. 

_  In  the  Allegheny  valley  especially  the  condi¬ 
tions  are  the  most  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory 
experienced  in  a  long  time.  There  are  prac¬ 
tically  no  new  orders  and  but  little  coal  is 
being  mined.  Operators  declare  they  see  no 
indications  of  immediate  improvement.  Still 
they  are  hoping  for  the  best. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

L.  Treman  of  the  Rochester  office  of  the 
Pittsburg  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company 
was  in  Buffalo  Monday  in  connection  with  the 
appointment  of  a  successor  to  W.  G.  Mon- 
crieff,  who  has  resigned  as  assistant  sales 
agent  of  the  Reading  in  Buffalo  after  having 
been  in  charge  of  the  Canadian  trade  here  for 
several  years.  One  of  the  traveling  men  from 
the  office  of  George  C.  Potts  of  Rochester  will 
be  appointed  in  place  of  Mr.  Moncrieff. 


Life  of  Fuel  Supply. 

(Concluded  from  Page  20.) 

opinion  on  this  point  is  from  what  has  preceded 
(as  Patrick  Plenry  once  remarked,  “We  have  no 
way  of  judging  of  the  future  but  by  the  past’’). 
And  our  past  so  far  as  coal  mining  is  concerned 
presents  an  interesting  history.  I  have  prepared 
and  present  here  a  chart  which  illustrates  better 
than  I  can  tell  in  figures  the  rapid,  almost  phe¬ 
nomenal,  growth  of  our  coal  mining  industry. 
It  shows  the  total  production  of  coal  in  the 
United  States  for  each  ten  years,  to  the  close  of 
1905. 

Each  decade  shows  an  output  approximately 
double  that  of  the  preceding  one,  which  means 
that  the  production  in  each  ten  years  has  been 
equal  to  the  production  up  to  the  beginning  of 
that  decade.  How  long  can  or  will  this  continue? 
Let  us  prolong  the  curve  as  it  would  show  for 
the  future  if  this  history  were  to  continue.  I  have 
done  this  on  another  chart,  which  is  on  a  scale 
of  about  one-eighth  of  the  one  showing  our 
record  in  the  past.  It  will  be  noticed  that  while 
the  production  has  approximately  doubled,  there 
is  a  decreasing  ratio  in  the  percentage  of  in¬ 
crease  during  each  decade.  For  instance,  the 
total  production  of  coal  from  the  earliest  times 
to  the  close  of  1845  was  nearly  28,000,000  tons. 
In  the  decade  from  1846  to  1855,  inclusive,  the 
production  was  something  over  83,000,000  tons, 
nr  practically  three  times  the  total  production  to 
the  beginning  of  that  decade.  In  the  ten  years 
ending  in  1865,  the  total  production  was  174,- 
000,000,  an  increase  of  about  seventy  per  cent 
over  the  total  production  for  the  beginning  of 
that  decade,  but  this  was  the  period  in  which 
the  Civil  War  occurred,  and  coal  mining,  like  all 
other  industries,  suffered  a  relapse.  Moreover, 
the  records  of  production  for  that  period  are 
incomplete,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  actual 
tonnage  was  more  than  we  have  recorded. 

In  the  ten  years  from  1866  to  1875,  the  coal 
production  amounted*  to  nearly  420,000,000  tons, 
and  it  was  in  this  decade  that  the  wonderful 
development  in  the  coal  mining  industry  actually 
began.  The  production  for  this  ten  years  was 
two  and  a  half  times  that  of  the  preceding  ten 
years  and  was  35,000,000  tons  in  excess  of  the 
total  production  up  to  the  beginning  of  the 
decade.  In  the  following  decade  (that  ending  in 
1885)  the  production  was  again  somewhat  more 
than  doubled,  but  not  in  the  same  proportion  as 
in  the  preceding  ten  years.  The  production  in  the 
decade  ending  in  1895  was  eighty-seven  per  cent 
larger  than  that  of  the  preceding  one  and  was 
over  30,000,000  in  excess  of  the  total  production 
to  the  close  of  1885.  In  the  ten  vears  from  1896 
to  1905  this  country  produced  2,832.403,000  tons, 
an  increase  of  78.5  per  cent  over  the  preceding 
ten  years. 

If  we  can  assume  that  the  production  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  increase  with  the  decreasing  percentage 
ratio,  the  production  for  the  decade  ending  in 
1915  would  be  fifty  per  cent  over  that  of  the 
decade  ending  in  1905,  and  the  total  production 
for  the  ten  years  would  be  4,530,000,000  tons,  or 
an  average  of  453,000,000  tons  per  year  (our 
production  last  year  was  414,000.000).  In  the 
next  ten  vears  there  would  be  an  increase  of 
fiftv-four  per  cent  and  the  production  for  the  ten 
years  would  amount  to  something  over  6,600,000,- 
000  tons  If  we  prolong  the  curve  in  this  way 
for  another  hundred  and  fifty  vears  we  find  that 
the  production  would  become  fairly  constant  be¬ 
tween  2046  and  2055,  with  a  decennial  produc¬ 
tion  of  approximately  2.300,000,000  tons  a  year,  as 
comnared  with  the  production  of  the  present  time 
of  something  over  400,000.000  tons. 

The  anthracite  fields  of.  Pennsylvania  have  been 
pretty  thoroughly  studied,  and  it  is  generally 
accepted  that  if  the  production  were  to  continue 
at  the  present  rate  of  about  65,000,000  long  tons  a 
year,  the  supply  would  be  practically  exhausted 
in  between  seventy  and  eighty  years.  It  is  not 
to  be  assumed,  however,  that  the  production  will 
be  maintained  at  this  rate  and  then  suddenly 
cease,  but  that  the  decline  would  be  gradual,  and 
with  possibly  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
recovery  of  the  coal  in  the  ground  the  total 
exhaustion  of  the  fields  will  be  put  off  for  150 
or  200  vears. 

^rr  M.  P  Campbell,  in  charge  of  the  economic 
geology  of  fuel,  has  prepared  with  much  care  an 
estimate  of  the  contents  of  our  bituminous  coal 
fields,  and  he  places  the  ouantitv  of  coal  in  the 
ground  when  mining  first  began  at  2,200,000,000,- 


000  tons.  From  this  there  has  been  extracted,  to 
the  close  of  1906,  about  4,625,000,000  tons,  and 
estimating  that  for  every  ton  of  coal  mined  there 
is  half  a  ton  lost,  this  represents  an  exhaustion 
of  nearly  7,000,000,000  tons,  or  32-hundredths  of 
one  per  cent  of  the  supply,  if  we  estimate  that 
by  2055  the  production  would  amount  to  2,300,- 
000,000  tons  annually,  and  the  percentage  of  re¬ 
covery  remains  the  same,  the  supply  in  the  light 
of  present  knowledge  would  be  exhausted  in 
approximately  700  years.  I  am  convinced,  how¬ 
ever,  that  before  we  have  proceeded  many  years 
further  our  methods  of  mining  and  our  methods 
of  fuel  consumption  will  have  so  improved  that 
this  waste  will  be  materially  decreased  and  that 
our  descendants  will  recover  from  ninety  to 
ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  supply.  This  is  being 
done  in  some  regions  at  the  present  time.  This, 
and  the  utilization  of  other  forces  of  nature,  may 
put  off  for  many  years  the  date  of  complete 
exhaustion. 

I  should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  great  increase  in  our  production  of  coal  has 
been  due  to  our  industrial  development.  In  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  when  the  population 
of  this  country  was  23,191,876  persons,  the  total 
amount  of  coal  produced  in  one  year  was  about 
six  and  a  half  million  tons.  This  represents  a 
per  capita  consumption  of  a  little  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  a  ton.  Ten  years  later  the  consump¬ 
tion  was  a  little  over  one-half  of  a  ton  per  capita. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  at  this  time  a  large 
amount  of  the  fuel  used  for  household  purposes, 
and  to  a  considerable  degree  for  manufacturing 
purposes  also,  was  wood.  In  1880  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  coal  had  increased  to  one  and  a  half  tons 
per  capita,  and  in  1906  it  is  estimated  that  the 
per  capita  consumption  was  almost  exactly  five 
tons  of  coal.  So  that  in  a  little  over  fifty  years 
the  per  capita  consumption  has  increased  from 
one-fourth  of  a  ton  to  five  tons — twenty  times. 

It  might  be  well  to  mention  here  that  the  fuel 
consumption  of  wood  in  the  middle  of  the  last 
century  is  possibly  more  than  replaced  by  our 
present  consumption  of  petroleum  and  natural 
gas,  for  in  addition  to  the  coal  consumed  in  1906 
we  used  nearly  400,000,000,000  cubic  feet  of  na¬ 
tural  gas  and  126,500,000  barrels  of  petroleum. 
The  natural  gas  consumed  was  equivalent  to  ap¬ 
proximately  18,000,000  tons  of  coal.  About  eighty 
per  cent  of  the  petroleum  produced,  or  say,  100,- 
000,000  barrels,  was  burned  in  making  light  or 
heat,  which  would  have  been  equal  to  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  25,000,000  tons  of  coal. 

As  I  have  stated,  our  production  of  coal  in 
1906  was  414,000,000  short  tons.  The  total  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  world  was  over  1,000,000,000  short 
tons.  In  the  combustion  of  each  pound  of  coal 
about  two  and  a  third  pounds  of  oxygen  are  taken 
out  of  our  atmosphere  and  three  and  a  third 
pounds  of  carbonic  acid  are  given  off.  Take  the 
combustion  of  the  United  States  product  alone, 
and  ignoring  that  additional  supply  which  is 
added  by  the  consumption  of  oil  and  gas  and  by 
the  exhalation  of  man  and  animals,  the  quantity 
of  carbonic  acid  thrown  into  the  atmosphere  last 
year  by  the  consumption  of  coal  in  this  country 
was  approximately  3,000,000,000,000  pounds. 
What  becomes  of  it?  One  of  the  great  con¬ 
sumers  of  carbonic  acid  is  the  forests,  and  these, 
as  I  have  pointed  out,  are  being  used  up  even 
faster  than  the  coal.  It  is  true  that  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  our  farms  and  the  raising  of  our  enor¬ 
mous  crops  of  corn,  of  wheat,  of  hay,  or  vege¬ 
tables,  etc.,  provide  for  the  consumption  of  this 
product  of  fuel  combustion,  but  will  they  be  able 
to  do  so  if  we  continue  to  increase  the  produc¬ 
tion  and  consumption  of  coal  as  indicated  by  the 
chart?  One  scientist  has  told  me  that  the  corn 
crcp  of  .Kansas  will  take  up  as  much  carbon 
dioxide  as  all  the  trees  cut  in  a  year.  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  deny  it,  but  I  am  inclined  to 
doubt  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  leaf  decay  and  the  oxidation 
of  nlant  life  year  bv  year  form  another  source  of 
carbon  dioxide  which  probably  equals  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  it  by  growing  vegetation.  In  fact, 
no  less  an  authority  than  Kelvin  has  been  credited 
with  the  prediction  that  the  supply  of  oxygen 
will  be  used  up  before  the  supply  of  carbon  as 
represented  bv  our  coal  beds  and  forests.  This 
would  produce  a  condition  that  would  make  the 
earth  uninhabitable  by  man,  but,  before  that  time 
arrives,  we  mav  rest  assured  that  man’s  genius 
will  have  so  subdued  and  utilized  the  forces  of 
nature  that  the  peed  for  the  combustion  of  fuel 
in  the  production  of  heat,  light,  and  power,  will 
have  passed. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Sherman  T.  Kate,  treasurer  of  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  Coal  Company,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  was 
a  visitor  to  the  New  York  trade  this  week. 

The  first  mortgage  bond  coupons  of  the 
Fuente  Coal  Company,  are  now  payable  at  the 
office  of  the  company  at  60  Wall  street,  New 
York. 

Grant  Emmons  of  Black,  Field  &  Emmons, 
New  York,  will  take  a  run  down  to  Exmore, 
Va.,  next  .week,  to  try  his  luck  at  duck  shoot¬ 
ing. 

Willis  Ff.  Brown  of  Skeale  Coal  Company, 
No.  143  Liberty  street,  New  York,  is  visiting 
coal  operators  in  the  Lackawanna  valley  re¬ 
gions. 

Thomas  F.  Farrell,  of  William  Farrell  & 
Sons,  retail  coal  dealers,  No.  144  Barrow 
street,  New  York,  who  was  ill  with  the  grip 
some  two  weeks,  was  able  to  return  to  his 
office  on  Monday. 

Mayor  Reyburn  of  Philadelphia  this  week 
sent  a  draft  for  $500  to  the  governor  of  West 
Virginia  for  the  relief  of  the  Monongah  mine 
disaster  victims.  The  remittance  was  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  citizens’  relief  committee. 

Work  on  the  new  washery,  now  being 
erected  at  the  old  Evans  colliery,  Beaver 
Meadow,  Pa.,  by  the  Smith  Coal  Company,  is 
progressing  rapidly.  New  hands  are  being 
put  to  work  daily,  and  the  plant  is  now  about 
completed. 

The  Covington  Machine  Company  of  Cov¬ 
ington,  Va.,  has  filed  a  complaint  with  the 
interstate  commerce  commission  against  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad,  alleging  discrim¬ 
inatory  and  illegal  rates  on  coke  between  West 
Virginia  points  and  Covington,  Va. 

The  American  steamship  Atlas,  275  days  out 
from  Baltimore,  reached  San  Francisco  last 
week.  The  Atlas  was  loaded  with  coal  for 
the  government  and  happened  to  numerous  ac¬ 
cidents  on  her  trip  around  the  Horn.  From 
Rio  Janeiro  the  Atlas  had  been  overdue  120 
days  and  reinsurance  had  been  ordered  at  ten 
per  cent. 

The  Morgan  Coal  Company  is  a  new  firm 
which  recently  opened  offices  on  the  eleventh 
floor  of  the  Washington  Building,  No.  1, 
Broadway,  New  York.  Max  G.  Voelkler  is  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  company.  Mr.  Voelkler 
was  formerly  connected  with  J.  H.  Weaver  & 
Co.,  prior  to  that  time,  being  connected  with 
the  Cambria  Coal  Mining  Company. 

According  to  figures  just  given  out  from 
Washington,  the  coal  industry  is  the  most 
important  in  value,  as  compared  with  the 
values  of  the  various  minerals  produced  in 
1906.  Comparisons  are  as  follows:  Coal,  $513,- 
079,809;  iron,  $505,700,000;  copper,  $177,595,- 
888;  clay  products,  $161,032,722;  oil  and  gas, 
$137,318,667;  gold  and  sillver,  $32,630,200. 

Official  confirmation  has  been  given  by  the 
Reading  company's  officials  that  operations 
are  to  be  resumed  in  the  Pine  Knot  colliery, 
near  Pottsville.  After  two  years  of  constant 
working  and  exploring,  the  last  vestige  of  fire 
in  the  colliery  has  disappeared.  The  old  and 
new  workings  will  now  be  joined  and  the  min¬ 
ing  of  coal  on  the  former  land  will  be  resumed 
at  once. 

Thomas  Fitzgerald  has  resigned  as  general 
manager  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
his  resignation  going  into  effect  on  January  J. 
No  successor  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald  will  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  present,  his  duties  to  be  as¬ 
sumed  by  George  L.  Potter,  third  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  operating  de¬ 
partment.  Reports  that  there  was  friction  be¬ 
tween  the  two  officials  is  denied. 

The  coastwise  transportation  companies, 
which  make  a  specialty  of  transporting  coal, 
continue  to  have  their  troubles  from  bad 
weather  and  scarcely  a  week  goes  by  without 


some  losses  being  reported  or  vessels  or 
barges  disabled.  The  Fannie  Palmer  of  the 
Boston  fleet  met  with  a  bad  collision  early 
in  the  week,  while  two  barges,  Ida  and  Jennie, 
were  lost  off  Point  Judith  in  the  sound  on 
Monday. 

T.  Meyers  Richards,  Jr.,  general  eastern 
agent  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Company  at  Boston,  was  in  New  York 
early  this  week,  en  route  home  from  Philadel¬ 
phia,  where  he  spent  the  Christmas  holidays 
with  his  father,  T.  M.  Richards,  Sr.  Mr. 
Richards,  Sr.,  who  was  ill  with  the  grip  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  ago,  was  able  to  be  out  again  last 
week,  and  to  resume  his  duties  at  his  offices 
at  the  Reading  Terminal  building. 

The  coal  mine  at  Cove,  Perry  county,  Pa., 
which  was  discovered  some  years  ago,  and 
which  has  been  in  operation  at  intervals  since 
that  time  with  very  little  success,  has  been 
sold  to  H.  H.  Treon  and  Fred  Moeslein  of 
Harrisburg  and  Henry  Lyons  of  Sunbury, 
who  will  operate  the  mine  in  the  future.  The 
mine  is  located  two  miles  from  Cove,  and 
has  a  three-foot  vein  of  good  coal.  The  op¬ 
erations  have  never  been  extensive,  but  the 
new  owners  will  push  the  production  to  a 
fair  tonnage. 

The  order  Kokoal  will  hold  a  koruskation 
at  Keeler’s  Hotel,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  January  15.  Ceremonies  will 
commence  at  6:30  o’clock  sharp.  This  is  the 
first  koruskation  to  be  held  at  Albany,  but 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  a  very  interesting 
affair,  as  more  than  25  candidates  are  now  pledg¬ 
ed  to  be  initiated.  E.  V.  Sidell  of  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.,  skout  of  the  Kokoals  for  eastern  New 
York,  is  working  to  have  50  dealers  ready 
for  initiation  by  the  15th.  , 

William  L.  Coyngham,  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  in  Wyoming  valley,  died  at  Wilkesbarre, 
Pa.,  Sunday,  aged  78  years.  He  was  for  more 
than  forty  years  associated  with  Joseph  Stick- 
ney  of  New  York,  under  the  name  of  Stick- 
ney,  Coyngham  &  Co.,  sales  agents  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  anthracite 
coal.  They  handled  some  5,000,000  tons  a  year. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  director  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  a  director  of  the 
Hazard  Wire  Rope  Company,  and  had  large 
interests  in  many  local  corporations. 

A  party  of  engineers,  under  the  direction  of 
Charles  Enzian,  division  engineer  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Company,  are  this  week  mak¬ 
ing  a  semi-annual  estimate  of  the  coal  at  the 
tidewater  docks  of  the  company.  Mr.  Enzian 
recently  contributed  to  one  of  the  trade  press 
a  lengthy  article  of  considerable  scientific  in¬ 
terest  on  the  methods  of  estimating  coal  in 
storage,  with  directions  for  computing  the 
same.  While  the  books  of  most  of  the  com¬ 
panies  show  pretty  accurately  the  amounts  of 
coal  they  have  in  the  storage  piles,  the  com¬ 
panies  like  to  have  these  figures  verified,  hence 
the  estimates  by  their  engineers. 

It  is  announced  from  Norfolk  that  the  mon¬ 
ster  pier  built  by  the  government  at  the 
Jamestown  Exposition  will  be  used  hereafter 
by  the  navy  department  as  a  coal  storage  depot 
for  our  warships,  unless  present  plans  fail. 
The  department  had  the  pier  measured  and 
found  that  it  will  hold  100,000  tons  of  coal, 
and  the  big  basin  between  the  two  piers  will 
accommodate  a  fleet  of  such  barges  as  one 
ordinarily  used  to  carry  coal  out  to  warships. 
They  can  lie  in  this  basin,  ready  loaded,  for 
instant  service  and  safe  from  storms.  Experts 
say  the  pier  is  admirable  for  the  purposes  of 
the  navy.  The  pier,  which  was  built  by  the 
army,  cost  $280,000. 

The  People’s  Coal  Company  of  Scranton, 
Pa.,  gave  their  600  employees  $20,000  as  a 
Christmas  fund.  Tt  was  distributed  pro  rata, 
according  to  the  earnings  of  each  man.  The 
bonus  represented  a  percentage  of  the  profits 


for  the  year.  This  was  the  third  year  of  its 
distribution.  The  company  operates  the  only 
nonunion  mine  in  the  region,  and  it  was  the 
only  colliery  that  worked  full  handed  and  on 
full  time  during  the  last  strike.  The  company 
during  the  strike  received  as  high  as  $15  a 
ton  for  coal  and  some  days  mined  as  much 
as  1,000  tons  a  day.  This  mine  is  now  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  estate  of  J.  L.  Crawford,  who  died 
shortly  after  the  strike. 

While  not  financing  the  scheme,  the  war  de¬ 
partment  is  said  to  be  taking  deep  interest  in 
the  proposed  expedition  of  Dr.  F.  B.  von  Teu- 
ber  and  five  companions  to  Panama  to  investi¬ 
gate  stories  of  rich  coal  deposits  in  the  coun¬ 
try  east  of  Colon.  The  discovery  of  anthra¬ 
cite  in  any  great  quantities  will  make  it  feasible, 
it  is  said,  for  the  government  to  establish 
a  coaling  station  there.  That  some  interest  is 
being  displayed  by  department  officers  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  if  the  expedition  is  not 
heard  from  within  160  days  after  setting  forth, 
a  detachment  of  marines  will  be  sent  to  its 
relief.  This  precaution  is  to  be  taken  for  the 
reason  that  on  a  previous  trip  Dr.  von  Teuber 
was  made  a  captive  by  hostile  Indians. 

^  Concerning  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil 
Company  the  Boston  Commercial  Bulletin 
says  that  a  reorganization,  which  was  contem¬ 
plated  some  time  ago,  will  not  now  be  neces¬ 
sary,  owing  to  the  company’s  more  encourag¬ 
ing  prospects.  At  the  present  time  the  com¬ 
pany  is  producing  and  selling  at  the  rate  of 
about  1,000,000  tons  of  coal  per  annum,  on 
which  it  is  estimated  that  it  is  earning  about 
$500,000  net  per  annum,  or  $2  per  share.  The 
company  is  still  handicapped  by  the  inability 
of  the  Chesepeake  &  Ohio  Railroad  to  furnish 
the  necessary  number  of  cars,  but  owing  to 
the  falling  ofif  in  the  volume  of  traffic  on  the 
railroads  of  the  country  generally,  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  has  of  late  been  able  to  do  some¬ 
what  better  by  the  coal  company,  and  may 
be  able  to  furnish  still  larger  facilities  in  the 
next  month  or  two. 

The  special  commission  to  suggest  changes 
in  the  mining  laws  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  will  meet  this  month  at  Pittsburgh, 
where  the  members  will  be  able  to  visit  the 
scenes  of  the  recent  disasters.  In  the  spring 
the  commission  will  go  to  the  anthracite,  and 
next  summer  meeting  will  probably  be  held 
at  Harrisburg  to  arrange  a  report.  One  of 
the  subjects  to  be  given  attention  will  be 
some  sort  of  educational  qualifications  whereby 
the  use  of  English  among  the  miners  may  be 
encouraged.  It  is  the  belief  of  many  that  many 
accidents  are  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
miners  do  not  know  any  English.  Other 
states  have  been  looking  to  Pennsylvania  for 
new  laws  because  of  the  prominence  of  mining 
in  this  state.  Many  requests  have  come  to 
Harrisburg  state  officials  for  copies  of  laws, 
bills  and  suggestions  from  other  mining  states 
throughout  the  country. 

Although  last  week  was  rather  an  inoppor¬ 
tune  time  to  send  out  invitations  for  contri¬ 
butions,  the  responses  received  by  Imperial 
Modoc  Charles  E.  Lester  to  his  letter  for  aid- 
for  the  families  of  the  dead  and  injured  min¬ 
ers  from  the  four  recent  mine  disasters,  have 
been  many,  returns  for  the  week  showing  con¬ 
tributions  in  excess  of  $600.  Mr.  Lester  re 
ports  that  remittances  are  being  received  now 
at  the  rate  of  $150  a  day,  and  he  hopes  for 
a  much  larger  amount  from  now  on,  as  the 
holiday  season  is  over.  These  contributions 
are  coming  from  Kokoal  members  all  over 
the  country,  and  they  range  in  amount  from 
$1  to  $50.  Five  employes  of  the  Benedict- 
Downs  Company,  New  Haven,  sent  in  a  check 
for  $50,  while  F.  G.  Hartwell,  a  Chicago  deal¬ 
er,  sent  in  a  check  for  like  amount.  A  bank  has 
volunteered  to  clear  all  these  checks  without 
cost,  so  that  the  fund  to  be  remitted  to  the 
relief  associations  will  be  the  full  amount  re¬ 
ceived. 
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Side  Talks  With  the  Retail  Dealer. 


Right  at  this  time  most  attention  is  being  paid 
in  the  retail  trade  to  irregular  shipments.  A 
great  deal  that  might  be  classed  as  persiflage  has 
been  handed  out  to  the  retail  dealer,  and  possibly 
I  have  been  guilty  of  the  same  thing.  But  these 
things  do  not  tell  the  dealer  how  he  is  going  to 
stop  these  irregular  shipments. 

In  the  last  five  years  we  have  all  learned  that 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  do  is  to  agitate. 
The  next  easiest  thing  is  to  find  a  grievance 
which  can  be  agitated.  This  means  to  imply  that 
a  man  can  agitate  when  he  has  not  anything 
to  be  excited  about  and  if  he  is  in  an  excitable 
mood  it  is  a  dead  easy  thing  to  get  something 
over  which  he  can  very  easily  become  distressed. 

I  am  not  inferring  by  this,  understand,  that  in 
the  question  of  irregular  shipments  the  dealer 
or  coal  trade  in  general  has  made  a  mountain 
out  of  a  mole  hill.  I  am  merely  saying  that  it  is 
comparatively  easy  to  get  up  and  harangue  some¬ 
body  about  the  evils  of  irregular  shipments,  but 
as  the  English  would  say,  “It’s  a  bloomin’  lot 
’arder,  don’t  y’  know”  to  find  some  definite  and 
specific  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 

When  it  comes  to  an  irregular  shipper  Mr. 
Condon,  the  attorney,  presents  a  problem  which 
will  have  to  be  solved.  For  instance,  the  irregu¬ 
lar  shinner,  provided  he  is  a  producer  or  pro¬ 
vided  he  is  an  established  jobber,  is  a  legal  in¬ 
stitution.  More  than  that,  he  has  a  legal  right 
to  conduct  his  business  in  any  way  that  happens 
to  suit  his  fancy.  The  law  gives  him  a  definite 
right  to  sell  directly  to  the  consumer.  In  making 
the  direct  shipments  he  is  not,  in  consequence, 
violating  any  law.  The  only  thing  to  which  he 
does  do  violations  is  the  code  of  ethics,  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  trade.  Precedent  and  example  have 
determined  that  the  coal  should  move  through 
the  retail  dealer  directly  to  the  consumer.  But 
there  is  no  law  which  specifically  sets  forth  that 
such  shall  be  the  course.  The  evident  intention 
of  the  retail  dealer  is  to  get  rid  of  this  irregular 
shipper.  The  great  big  problem  in  bringing  about 
this  assassination  is  to  do  it  in  a  legal  way. 

The  Opposing  Forces. 

Here,  for  instance,  are  two  business  forces,  one 
lined  up  against  the  other.  The  retail  coal  deal¬ 
ers’  association  is  a  legally  established  institu¬ 
tion  and  recognized  by  law.  It  has  an  estab¬ 
lished  place  in  the  community  and  an  estab¬ 
lished  standing  before  the  law.  In  that  respect, 
the  jobber  as  a  jobber  has  the  same  kind  of 
standing  both  in  the  courts  and  in  the  trade.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  eliminate  the  jobber  in  order 
to  avoid  indirect  shipments,  but  it  is  necessary 
to  drive  the  jobber  out  of  the  business  of  making 
direct  shipments.  In  that  respect  there  is  a 
conflict  between  two  legally  organized  institu¬ 
tions  for  the  dominance  of  a  certain  trade.  It 
is  evident  that  the  two  can  not  exist  concurrently 
and  still  harmony  be  maintained.  The  jobber  as  a 
direct  shipper  is  not  going  to  eliminate  himself. 
Neither  is  the  retail  dealer  going  to  eliminate 
this  class  of  shipments  merely  by  the  expression 
of  his  wish.  It  remains  therefore  for  a  certain 
amount  of  violence  to  be  done. 

This  kind  of  assassination,  in  reality,  is  illegal, 
but  almost  anything  can  be  done  under  the  law 
provided  it  is  done  in  a  legal  way.  It  remains 
for  Mr.  Condon  to  tell  the  retailers  how  they 
can  perform  this  rather  delicate  function.  Mr. 
Condon’s  idea  is  that  the  whole  scheme  must  be 
worked  out  through  the  association  effort.  He 
makes  it  explicit  that  this  associated  effort  must 
not  be.  in  any  sense,  a  contravention  of  the  law. 
It  must  not  be,  in  anv  sense,  such  an  organiza¬ 
tion  as  mieJit  be  called  a  combination  in  re¬ 
straint  of  trade.  In  other  words,  there  must  be 
no  agreement  between  the  retail  dealers  to  with¬ 
hold  their  orders  from  any  one  jobbing  concern 
or  one  producing  concern.  The  agreements  must 
be  neither'  oral  nor  written ;  in  fact,  there  must 
be  no  concerted  action,  although  all  may  act  to 
a  common  end  and  with  a  singleness  of  purpose. 

For  instance,  the  United  States  treasury,  a 
short  time  ago,  contained  $250,000,000.  If  an 
army  of  men  conspired  together  to  make  an 
united  assault  upon  the  United  States  treasury 


and  extract  therefrom  the  whole  of  that  money, 
that  would  be  a  conspiracy.  Nevertheless,  each 
one  of  that  army  of  men  might  have  designs 
upon  a  portion  of  that  money  and  might  have 
designs  upon  no  more  than  he  would  obtain  if 
he  had  acted  in  concert  with  his  fellows.  But 
rather  than  presenting  an  united  assault  upon 
the  treasury  to  obtain  that  money  each  indi¬ 
vidual  would  go  about  it  in  the  most  diplomatic 
manner  possible  and  try,  by  every  device,  to 
coax  a  part  of  that  money  out  of  the  treasury 
and  into  his  pocket.  The  first  case  is  conspiracy 
and  high  treason.  The  second  is  nothing  more 
than  a  benevolent  design  to  assimilate  a  part 
of  the  government’s  wealth.  And  so  the  retail 
coal  dealers  may  not  make  an  united  assault 
upon  the  business  of  any  one  jobber  in  an  effort 
to  take  it  away  by  force,  but  each  individual 
can  decide  to  annex,  in  so  far  as  possible,  that 
portion  of  the  irregular  shipper’s  business  which 
would  naturally  fall  to  him  provided  the  shipper 
were  driven  out  of  business. 

A  Practical  Suggestion. 

At  this  juncture  Mr.  Condon  retires  and  yours 
truly  again  takes  the  center  of  the  stage,  absorb¬ 
ing  the  spot  light.  There  is  one  more  little 
difficulty  that  is  going  to  be  encountered  in  the 
forceful  retirement  of  the  irregular  shipper.  For 
instance,  most  jobbing  concerns  that  engage  in 
this  pernicious  practice,  have  no  mining  con¬ 
nections.  They  buy  their  coal  the  same  as  any 
other  jobber  from  a  regularly  established  mining 
company.  It  would  be  comparatively  easy  to  go 
to  those  mines  from  which  the  jobbers  buy  and 
persuade  these  companies  to  sell  no  more  coal 
to  that  particular  concern.  This,  for  the  time 
being,  would  shut  off  completely  the  supply  of 
coal  of  that  jobber  and  would  be  a  very  ef¬ 
fective  ending  of  his  business.  But  this  only 
complicates  the  difficulty.  The  one  thing  that 
is  more  abundant  apparently  in  the  United 
States  than  anything  else  is  coal  land.  The  one 
thing  it  seems  is  the  easiest  to  coax  investment 
into  is  development  of  coal  property.  The  world 
apparently  has  thought  of  that  man  who  has  a 
coal  mine,  incidentally  as  a  gold  mine.  To  drive 
an  ambitious  jobber  out  of  business,  because  he 
can  not  get  coal,  is  to  simply  put  him  in  the 
position  where  he  must  turn  promoter  of  coal 
mines  and  by  doing  that  the  evil  is  aggravated 
rather  than  removed.  The  coal  jobber,  who  has 
turned  coal  promoter  and  producer,  has,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  those  unlovely  qualities  which  made  him 
an  irregular  shipper,  the  rancor  of  a  former  de¬ 
feat  and  the  bitterness  which  comes  with  the  im¬ 
pression  that  an  injustice  has  been  done  him. 
This  new  coal  promoter  and  coal  producer  will 
naturally  get  up  his  bristles  and  insist  that  he  is 
going  to  beat  out  the  whole  association  of  retail 
coal  dealers  if  it  takes  his  last  dollar.  So,  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  coal  dealers’  association,  it  is  not 
the  best  policy  to  rub  the  fur  of  these  irregular 
shippers  the  wrong  way  by  driving  them  out 
of  the  jobbing  business  and  into  the  producing 
business. 

There  is  one  little  way  that  occurs  to  me  to 
get  around  the  whole  business  the  most  easily. 
If  you  are  really  of  any  value  in  your  business 
you  know  about  who  buys  coal  from  whom  in 
your  town.  You  know  just  about  the  value  of 
the  coal  that  is  being  advertised  by  the  jobbers 
in  your  territory  and  you  know  just  about  who 
the  men  are  who  would  be  most  likely  to  be 
influenced  by  such  an  advertisement.  Adopt 
some  of  the  tactics  that  are  in  vogue  in  the 
larger  cities  and  find  with  whom  the  irregular 
shipper  is  having  correspondence  in  your  town. 
Just  about  the  time  the  irregular  shipper  gets 
the  bait  take  the  business  away  from  him  and 
divert  the  wholesale  order  to  a  competing  house, 
letting  it  be  known  to  the  irregular  shipper  what 
has  been  done.  There  is  no  need  to  be  bold 
faced  about  it.  You  can  impart  this  information 
in  a  roundabout  way  that  will  put  him  wise  to 
what  is  going  on.  Let  fifty  to  one  hundred  of 
the  retail  dealers  turn  this  trick  on  an  irregular 
shipper  and  let  the  same  number  of  retail  dealers 
cancel  their  orders  wholesale  to  this  irregular 


shipper,  and  he  will  pretty  soon  take  a  tumble 
to  himself  and  find  that  the  path  of  the  irregular 
shipper  is  not  after  all  paved  with  moss  and 
studded  with  American  beauties. 

An  Agent  Valuable. 

He  will  begin  to  find  out  that  the  distributing 
agent  is  of  some  value  in  his  own  territory.  He 
will  get  to  have  a  rather  wholesome  respect  for 
the  man  who  knows  so  much  about  business  in 
his  own  town  and  who  has  the  capabilities  of 
lining  up  that  business  and  getting  it  in  his 
own  way.  Line  up  the  other  dealers  in  your 
town  and  get  as  many  of  them  to  turn  this  kind 
of  trick  as  they  possibly  can  and  every  time  a 
trick  of  this  kind  is  turned  and  it  is  found  that 
the  wholesaler  and  irregular  shipper  has  been 
bested  in  your  territory,  see  to  it  that  not  only 
the  coal  is  not  purchased  from  the  irregular 
shipper  but  is  not  purchased  from  a  mine  which 
he  represents.  There  is  no  need  in  doing  this 
to  form  an  iron  clad  secret  society  or  establish 
a  Jacobin  club  in  order  to  carry  this  sort  of 
scheme  into  effect,  but  it  can  all  be  done  so 
quietly  and  easily  that  the  jobber  has  been  prac¬ 
tically  eliminated  from  business  before  he  knows 
what  is  hitting  him. 

There  is  another  thing  which  appeals  to  me  as  a 
possible  solution.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  federa¬ 
tion  of  coal  dealers’  association  is  no  more  effect¬ 
ive  than  it  is.  But  without  this  sort  of  an 
organization  to  act  as  a  parent  for  the  various 
organizations  the  local  associations  will  have  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  For  instance,  a  jobber 
in  Chicago  may  be  making  irregular  shipments 
in  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  territory  and  come 
upon  such  a  strong  competition  that  he  decides 
to  shift  his  field  of  activity  and  begin  to  operate 
over  in  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Michigan 
and  Indiana  association.  The  latter  will  have 
the  same  difficulty  that  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin 
association  has  unless  Secretary  Lukens  gets 
in  communication  with  Secretary  Harris  and  tells 
him  to  look  out  for  a  diversion  of  the  Chicago 
jobbers’  business.  Then  if  Secretaries  Lukens 
and  Harris  succeed  in  stopping  the  onslaughts  of 
the  Chicago  jobber  he  is  likely  to  jump  into  the 
Northwestern  Coal  Dealers’  association  and  then 
it  would  become  the  duty  of  Lukens  and  Harris 
to  tell  Gardiner  H.  Reeves  what  was  going  on. 
And  so  the  whole  thing  would  go  around  until 
George  Cary  Tabb,  down  in  Kentucky,  was  in¬ 
formed  by  the  other  three  wideawake  secretaries 
that  some  business  was  likely  to  move  in  his  terri¬ 
tory  and  thus  before  long  the  whole  field  of  the 
irregular  shipper  would  be  so  circumscribed  there 
would  be  absolutely  no  room  left  him  in  which  to 
squirm.  Then  if  there  is  any  decency  left  in  the 
man  himself  he  would  come  out  and  acknowledge 
defeat  and  decide  to  play  square. 

Gladstone  Wise. 


Being  unable  to  control  a  fire  which  has 
been  raging  in  their  culm  bank  at  Edwards- 
ville,  officials  of  the  Kingston  Coal  Company 
have  decided  to  build  a  washery  to  get  the 
benefit  of  the  large  deposits  of  coal  which 
are  contained  in  the  bank.  While  a  large  force 
of  men  have  been  fighting  night  and  day  to 
get  control  of  the  fire,  the  flames  have  been 
eating  up  from  day  to  day  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars’  worth  of  good  coal  which  is  contained  in  the 
bank,  and  as  a  last  resort  an  immense  wash¬ 
ery  has  been  decided  upon  and  work  has  al¬ 
ready  been  commenced  on  it.  Some  200  men 
will  be  employed  when  the  washery  is  placed 
in  operation.  Work  on  the  erection  and  equip¬ 
ping  of  the  washery  will  be  rushed,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  have  it  in  operation  within  a  couple 
of  months. 


A  new  stripping  has  been  opened  up  by  the 
A.  S.  Van  Wide  estate  at  Coleraine,  Pa.  The 
new  operation  will  be  opened  up  near  No.  2 
houses  and  will  be  driven  to  fhe  company’s 
line  near  No.  5,  Jeanesville.  As  soon  as  these 
strippings  are  opened  up  the  output  of  the 
breaker  will  be  greatly  increased. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Recent  Legal  Decisions 


Written  Contracts  and  Their  Impeach¬ 
ment  for  Fraud  or  Mistake. — When  it  is 
said  that  a  written  contract  may  be  im¬ 
peached  for  fraud  or  mistake,  it  does 
not  follow  that  it  can  or  ought  to  be 
overturned  lightly.  The  presumption  is 
in  favor  of  the  writing.  He  who  at¬ 
tacks  it  must  bear  the  burden ;  and  the 
rule  is  that  fraud  or  mistake  must  be 
established  as  clearly  existing  by  sub¬ 
stantial  and  satisfactory  proof.  If  the 
paper  itself  is  plain  in  its  statements, 
easily  understandable,  and  bears  on  its 
face  no  evidence  of  the  alleged  fraud, 
it  operates  by  law  to  merge  all  that  was 
spoken  before,  leading  up  to  its  execu¬ 
tion.  All  that  was  said  then,  and  which 
is  not  incorporated  into  the  document, 
must  be  regarded  as  abandoned  of  modi¬ 
fied  by  the  terms  finally  written  down 
and  signed.  Such  is  the  very  purpose  of 
written  instruments.  It  is  to  make  cer¬ 
tain  that  which  may  have  been  indefinite, 
or  about  which  a  dispute  may  arise, 
depending  for  its  settlement  upon  fickle 
memories  or  interested  testimony.  As 
the  paper  speaks  for  itself,  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  and  forgets  not,  the  law 
looks  with  marked  favor  upon  written 
documents  as  evidence,  placing  them  in 
the  highest  category.  All  this  would  be 
undone  if  either  party  were  still  at  lib¬ 
erty  to  refute  the  writing  by  his  own 
mere  word,  however  trustworthy  he  may 
be.  No  rule  could  more  completely  un¬ 
settle  the  law  of  evidence,  built  up  so 
painstakingly  and  wisely  by  generations 
of  jurists  and  legislators.  Still,  the  court 
of  appeals  of  Kentucky  says  (Western 
Mfg.  vs.  Cotton  &  Long,  104  Southwest¬ 
ern  Reporter,  758),  the  exception  to  the 
rule  against  the  impeachment  by  oral 
testimony  of  written  contracts,  namely, 
that  when  procured  by  fraud,  or  by  mu¬ 
tual  mistake  of  the  parties  the  writing 
does  not  embrace  the  true  agreement, 
the  courts  will  set  aside  or  reform  the 
writing,  is  as  important  and  as  just  in 
every  sense  as  the  rule  itself.  The  error 
is  sometimes  made  of  supposing  that  a 
mere  allegation  of  fraud  or  mistake 
opens  the  written  contract,  and  its  mer¬ 
its  will  then  depend  upon  the  preponder¬ 
ance  of  the  evidence.  But  it  should  al¬ 
ways  be  borne  in  mind  that  written  doc¬ 
uments,  admittedly  signed  by  the  par¬ 
ties,  entered  into  in  solemn  form  and 
with  apparent  deliberation — for  such  the 
writing  implies — must  stand,  unless  by 
strong  evidence  of  a  convincing  nature 
the  judicial  mind  is  convinced  that  it  was 
obtained  by  fraud,  or  fails  because  of 
the  mutual  mistake  of  the  parties  to 
state  the  true  agreement. 


Prerequisites  to  a  Partnership. — In  or¬ 
der  that  persons  may  be  partners  in  the 
legal  conception  of  the  word,  the  su¬ 
preme  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia  says 
(Miller  vs.  Simpson,  59  Southeastern 
Reporter,  378),  it  is  requisite  that  they 
shall  share  something  by  virtue  of  an 
agreement  to  that  effect,  and  that  that 
which  they  have  agreed  to  share  shall  be 
the  profit  arising  from  some  oredeter- 
mined  business,  engaged  in  for  their 
common  benefit.  An  agreement  that 


something  shall  be  attempted  with  a  view 
to  gain,  and  that  the  gain  shall  be  shared 
by  the  parties  to  the  agreement,  is  the 
grand  characteristic  of  every  partner¬ 
ship,  and  is  the  leading  feature  of  nearly 
every  definition  of  the  term.  It  is  not 
essential  to  constitute  a  partnership  that 
the  parties  are  by  agreement  to  share  in 
the  losses  of  the  business.  It  is  suffi¬ 
cient  if  they  are  to  have  a  community  of 
interest  in  the  profits  as  such,  and  that, 
where  a  party  to  the  agreement  was  en¬ 
titled  to  an  interest  in  the  profits,  this 
would  entitle  him  to  an  account  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  result  of  the  enterprise.  It  has 
been  repeatedly  held  that  where  the  par¬ 
ties  entered  into  an  agreement  by  which 
the  one  was  to  furnish  the  capital  and 
the  other  his  services,  the  profits  to  be 
divided  between  them,  and  no  special 
contract  was  made  as  to  the  losses,  that 
this  constituted  a  partnership.  It  is  true 
that  a  mere  participation  in  profits  does 
not  always  constitute  the  participant  a 
partner,  but  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
partnership  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
if  a  trader  makes  an  arrangement  in 
regard  to  a  commercial  business  with 
another,  by  reason  of  which  that  other 
becomes  interested  as  owner  in  the  re¬ 
sulting  profits,  while  thev  are  undivided 
and  remain  as  profits,  the  two  are  part¬ 
ners  ;  the  general  rule  being  that  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  partnership  there  must  be  a 
community  of  interests  between  them¬ 
selves,  and  that  the  parties  should  share 
the  profits  and  losses. 


Meeting  of  Proposition  with  Counter 
Proposition. — The  law  is.  according  to 
the  court  of  appeals  of  Kentucky  in 
Hartford  Life  Ins.  Co.  vs.  Milet,  105 
Southwestern  Reporter,  144,  that,  where 
a  party  upon  receipt  of  a  proposition  to 
make  a  contract  makes  a  counter  propo¬ 
sition,  this  is  a  declination  of  the  first 
proposition  made ;  that,  in  order  to  com¬ 
plete  a  contract,  the  acceptance  must  be 
as  broad  and  comprehensive  as  the  orig¬ 
inal  proposition ;  and  that,  unless  it  is 
so,  the  qualified  acceptance  will  really 
be  a  new  proposition  for  a  different  con¬ 
tract,  and  in  the  law  its  effect  will  be  a 
declination  of  the  original  proposition. 


The  liability  of-  officers  of  a  mutual 
fire  insurance  company  to  a  member  for 
the  amount  due  him  for  a  loss  because 
they  organized  the  members  of  the 
branch  which  was  liable  for  the  loss 
into  a  new  company,  leaving  the  branch 
in  a  state  of  suspended  animation,  is 
denied  in  Perry  vs.  Farmers’  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  association  (N.  C.),  2 
L.  R.  A.  '(N.  S.)  165. 


A  manufacturer  who  fraudulently 
uses,  and  conceals  defective  material  in 
an  implement  is  held,  in  Kuelling  vs. 
Roderick  Lean  Mfg.  Co.  (N.  Y.),  2  L. 
R.  A.  (N.  S.),  303,  to  be  liable  for  in¬ 
jury  caused  thereby,  although  the  imple¬ 
ment  had  passed  through  the  hands  of 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers,  so  that 
there  was  no  privity  of  contract  between 


the  manufacturer  and  the  person  in¬ 
jured. 


Books  of  account  are  held,  in  Lewis 
vs.  England  (Wyo.)  2  L.  R.  A.  (N.  S.) 
401,  to  be  admissible  to  prove  cash 
loans,  where  the  items  appear  in  the 
general  course  of  accounts  as  part  of 
the  business  transactions  between  the 
parties. 


Attaching  a  draft  for  the  purchase 
price  to  the  bill  of  lading  and  forward¬ 
ing  it  for  collection,  are  held,  in  Green¬ 
wood  Grocery  Co.  vs.  Canadian  County 
Mill  and  E.  Co.  (S.  C.),  2  L.  R.  A. 
(N.  S.)  79,  to  reserve  title  in  the  con¬ 
signor,  notwithstanding  that  the  bill  of 
lading  is  in  the  name  of  the  consignee ; 
and,  if  the  draft  is  excessive,  the  con¬ 
signee  does  not  acquire  the  title  by  ten¬ 
dering  the  correct  amount  due. 


A  statutory  provision  that  causes  of 
action  for  the  balance  due  upon  a  mu¬ 
tual  and  open  account  current  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  accrued  at  the  time  of 
the  last  item  proved  in  the  account  is 
held,  in  Koelzer  vs.  First  National  bank 
(Wis.),  2  L.  R.  A.  (N.  S.)  571,  not  to 
apply  to  a  general  bank  deposit  account. 


Best  Coal  in  California. 

The  best  coal  on  the  Pacific  coast 
south  of  Washington  is  unique  as  to 
its  geologic  age.  Early  in  Tertiary  time, 
ages  after  the  Carboniferous  deposits 
that  formed  the  great  coal  beds  of  the 
Eastern  and  Interior  States  had  been 
laid  down.  Stone  Canyon,  in  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  Monterey  county,  Cali¬ 
fornia,.  was  the  site  of  a  marshy  tract 
in  which  were  gathered  the  materials 
that  are  now  hardened  into  an  exten¬ 
sive  bed  of  bituminous  coal.  The  bed 
is  about  fifteen  feet  thick  and  has  been 
traced  for  several  miles.  It  is  mined 
at  two  openings,  but  no  shipments  have 
yet  been  made,  owing  to  lack  of  rail¬ 
road  connections. 

This  coal  bed  was  described  bv  Mr. 
Ralph  Arnold,  geologist,  in  the  United 
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by  Mr.  M.  R.  Campbell,  in  charge  of 
coal  investigations,  is  now  published  in 
Bulletin  No.  316  (Contributions  to  eco¬ 
nomic  geology,  1906:  Part  2,  Coal,  lig¬ 
nite,  and  peat).  Analyses  of  the  coal, 
by  Mr.  F.  M.  Stanton,  are  also  included. 
I  he  analyses  show  that  it  is  a  good 
gas-making  coal,  of  excellent  heatino- 
power.  It  contains  little  moisture  but 
considerable  sulphur.  Several  hundred 
tons  are  now  piled  up  at  the  mine  await¬ 
ing  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  and 
as  the  coal  is  hard  and  does  not  slake 
it  should  stand  transportation  well. 


A  Kentucky  Coal  Field. 

Extensive  coal  beds  in  Pike  and 
Letcher  counties,  in  eastern  Kentucky 
at  the  heads  of  Elkhorn  and  Shelby 
creeks  and  of  Boone  Fork,  were  made 
accessible  by  the  recent  construction  of 
a  branch  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
way,  and  in  view  of  the  prospective  im~ 
poitance  of  these  beds  a  reconnaissance 
2/  the  r,:£lon  was  made  in  1906  by  Mr. 
Ralph  W.  Stone,  geologist  of  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey.  Mr.  Stone’s 
report  is  printed  in  the  Survey’s  Bul¬ 
letin  No.  316,  which  consists  of  de¬ 
tailed  accounts  of  work  done  in  1906 
on  coal,  lignite,  and  peat. 

Very  little  has  been  published  con¬ 
cerning  the  resources  of  this  region, 
so.  that  the  report  now  printed  con¬ 
tains  much  new  information.  Until 
1906  Pike  county  was  accessible  only 
by  wagon  except  when  floods  on  the 
Big  Sandy  made  it  possible  for  steam¬ 
ers  to  ascend  the  river  to  Pikeville,  but 
the  completion  of  the  railroad  brought 
about  the  opening  of  several  mines. 
Small  coal  banks  were  opened  in  tins 
field  during  the  civil  war  to  get  fuel 
for  blacksmithing  and  for  engines  used 
in  logging,  but  the  abundance  of  tim¬ 
ber  at  hand  makes  wood  so  cheap  that 
there  has  been  no  local  incentive  to 
mine  or  use  the  coal. 


CO  RHWMAN  MINER  and  SHIPPER 

■  U.  DU TVIvIHIi  anthracite -coke- bituminous 

(SOI.E  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  "  L0PEZ  ” 

“Bnek  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing  * 

“Big  Tein  Lehigh”  “Best”  Gas 

“Wnkei  Barre*’  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsrille,  Latrobe,  Gallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 


ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R„  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sacicett  Screen  Co.,  P re- 
don  1*.  N.  Y. , are  first  claas, 
are  exactly  as  represaxtad 

.  „  ..  ,  and  are  extremely  mod¬ 

erate  ia  price.  All  shlpaacnts  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  have  me  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


COAL  FOR  SALE 

S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 

CHICAGO  TOLEDO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  January  2. —  ( Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — Probably  at  no 
time  within  a  period  of  several  years 
has  there  been  such  general  weakness 
as  that  which  now  exists  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  valley  market.  Both  domestic  and 
steam  coals  are  suffering  from  abnor¬ 
mal  conditions.  It  is  a  time  of  patient 
resignation  and  hoping  for  better  things, 
rather  than  of  demoralization.  Com¬ 
ing  at  the  fag-end  of  a  more  than 
usually  prosperous  year,  one  in  which 
the  demand  has  been  steady,  at  good 
prices,  the  trade  is  better  able  to  stand 
such  an  experience  than  has  sometimes 
been  the  case  heretofore.  An  uninter¬ 
rupted  lake  season,  marked  by  the  great¬ 
est  tonnage  ever  moved  from  the  val¬ 
ley,  has  helped  out  all  shippers,  big 
and  little,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 
But  for  the  big  demand  from  this 
source  and  the  ability  to  fill  the  same 
through  the  absence  of  labor  troubles, 
the  showing  for  the  year  would  be 
much  worse  than  it  now  foots  up. 

The  move  of  the  big  companies  in 
dropping  the  circular  price  on  domestic 
lump  from  $2  to  $1.50.  taking  effect 
January  1,  was  a  surprise  to  most  of 
the  shinpers.  It  was  generally  sup¬ 
posed  that  the  price  was  to  be  held, 
so  far  as  formal  quotations  went,  for 
at  least  20  or  60  days  longer,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  cutting.  The  announcement  of 
a  lower  circular,  it  is  believed,  was 
brought  about  by  the  action  of  some 
prominent  jobbers  in  issuing  private 
circular  letters  to  their  trade  at  shaded 
figures.  A  $1.50  price  is  perhaps  more 
of  retaliatory  measure  than  a  necessity 
of  the  situation.  It  cannot  stimulate 
trade  to  any  great  extent  until  cold 
weather  and  an  industrial  revival  cre¬ 
ates  a  natural  demand. 

Three-quarter  lump  is  reduced  to  $1.35 
from  $1.85,  run-of-mine  to.  $1.15  from 
$1.55.  Domestic  nut  remains  at  $1.50, 
nut,  pea  and  slack  at  80c,  and  coarse 
slack  at  60c.  Fine  coal  is  now  the 
strongest  feature  of  the  market,  as  no 
great  quantity  of  it  :is  being  produced 
during  the  present  dullness  of  the  do¬ 
mestic  market.  Wherever  possible  run 
of  mine  is  being  substituted  by  ship¬ 
pers,  the  terms  of  steam  contracts  often 
providing  for  this. 

Much  season  contract  business  on 
domestic  coal .  was  taken  on  early  in 
the  fall  by  some  operators  on  a  basis 
of  $1.40  to  $1.50  per  ton.  In  the  'pres¬ 
ent  state  of  the  market  this  class  of 
trade  is  proving  very  acceptable  to  pro¬ 
ducers,  but  it  withdraws  the  interest  of 
dealers  thus  tied  up  from  offers  of  low¬ 
er-priced  fuel.  With  a  continuance  of 
present  weather  conditions  there  will 
be  more  or  less  coal  available  at  even 
a  lower  price  than  the  new  circular  of 
$1.50.  On  the  other  hand,  under  the 
influence  of  cold  weather  and  the  ex¬ 
pected  strike  scare,  the  market  may 
suddenly  become  very  firm. 

Cancellations  are  just  now  one  of  the 
disagreeable  features  with  which  ship¬ 
pers  have  to  contend,  and  the  reduction 
in  price  will  cause  dealers  generally  to 
cut  off  all  future  deliveries  that  have 
been  ordered  under  the  former  circu¬ 
lar,  unless  concessions  are  made  them. 
Several  cases  are  reported  of  railroads 
countermanding  orders,  and  for  the  past 
week  or  more  there  has  been  little  new 
business  of  this  kind  going  at  any  price. 
Railroad  fuel  is  now  being  taken  at  as 
low  as  90c,  as  against  $1.20  a  month 
ago.  Collections  are  slow,  owing  to  the 
slow  demand  on  the  part  of  consum¬ 
ers  and  the  temporary  dearth  of  em¬ 
ployment,  which  necessitates  longer 
credits  with  working  people. 


The  Columbus  retail  coal  market  is 
dull,  but  prices  are  being  quite  well 
maintained  so  far — $0.50  for  Hocking 
lump  and  $3.75  for  West  Virginia. 


Big  Tonnage  Year. 

Advance  information  from  the  offi¬ 
cial  statistics  for  1907  show  that  the 
Hocking  valley  has  just  closed  the 
greatest  tonnage  year  in  its  history. 
Some  7,000,000  tons  of  coal  have,  been 
mined  and  transported  from  the  val¬ 
ley,  an  increase  over  1906  of  500,000 
tons.  As  last  year  showed  the  highest 
production  ever  realized,  1907  carries 
with  it  the  record  hy  a  wide  margin. 

In  the  distribution  of  this  tonnage 
to  the  different  railroads  the  Hocking 
Valley  line  leads  with  4,200,000  tons, 
the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Central  comes  next 
with  2,200,000  tons,  followed  by  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  with  600,000  tons. 
The  floods  of  last  March,  which  closed 
down  a  number  of  mines  for  periods 
ranging  from  a  week  to  three  months, 
were  responsible  for  cutting  down  the 
production  from  what  it  might  have 
been.  Car  shortage  early  in  the  sea¬ 
son  also  proved  a  hindrance.  On  the 
other  hand  there  have  been  no  labor 
troubles  of  consequence,  and  prices 
have  been  good. 


1907  a  Cold  Year. 

It  seems  a  surprising  statement  that, 
although  the  zero  mark  was  touched 
only  once  in  this  immediate  locality — 
on  January  27,  when  the  Reading  was 
one  degree  below,  1907  was  a  cold  year, 
lacking  524  degrees  of  normal  heat.  If 
there  was  no  extreme  cold  weather,  an 
unusual  proportion  of  the  year  was  of 
such  temperature  as  to  require  artifi¬ 
cial  warmth.  This  fact,  given  out  by 
the  local  weather  bureau,  will  recall  the 
activity  of  the  domestic  coal  market  last 
spring,  when  the  demand  continued 
well  into  June,  the  low  temperature  so 
interfering  with  farming  as  to  threaten 
a  crop  failure.  If  history  in  this  re¬ 
spect  repeats  itself  in  1908  the  coal 
trade  will  again  be  able  to  break  even 
on  a  warm  December. 


New  Company  Opens  Offices. 

The  Chapman  Mining  Company,  of 
Moxahala,  O.,  has  opened  up  sales  of 
fices  in  Columbus,  being  quartered  on 
the  10th  floor  of  the  Brunson  building. 
The  Chapman  interests,  of  which  Hor¬ 
ace  L.  Chapman,  now  president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company,  has  long  been 
the  head,  rank  among  the  best  known 
coal  operations  in  Ohio,  but  has,  until 
recently,  been  confined  to  the  Jackson 
field.  Within  the  past  few  years  large 
holdings  have  been  acquired  in  the 
Hocking  field,  and  the  latter  are  being 
developed  and  operated  under  an  en¬ 
tirely  separate  organization  from  that 
of  the  Chapman  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  which  has  headquarters  at  Jack- 
son. 

The  Columbus  offices  will  be  under 
the  direct  supervision  of  F.  B.  Chap¬ 
man,  president  of  the  Chapman  Mining 
Company,  and  its  activities  will  be  en¬ 
tirely  engaged  in  the  sale  of  Hocking 
coal.  The  company  has  four  large 
mines  under  operation,  at  Moxahala, 
O.,  on  the  T.  &  O.  C.  railway,  with  a 
combined  capacity  of  25,000  tons  per 
day.  The  operating  management  will 
remain  at  the  mines,  but  the  opening 
up  of  the  Columbus  offices  will  be  an 


important  and  welcome  addition  to  local 
coal  interests.  Under  the  aggressive 
policy  of  President  Chapman  it  will  give 
increased  prestige  to  the  Hocking  val¬ 
ley  market,  with  this  city  as  the  central 
point. 


Pleased  with  Election. 

Unofficial  returns,  which  show  the 
election  of  T.  L.  Lewis  by  a  vote  of 
about  two  to  one,  as  successor  to  John 
Mitchell,  president  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers,  are  gratifying  to  local  oper¬ 
ators.  Mr.  Lewis  :is  a  product  of  the 
Hocking  valley,  having  spent  his  early 
years  in  the  mines  near  Shawnee,  and 
is  well  and  favorably  known  to  Ohio 
coal  men  as  an  honest,  fair-minded  of¬ 
ficial.  While  there  are  differences,  and 
probably  always  will  be,  between  opera¬ 
tors  and  miners  on  the  questions  of 
wage-scales  and  conditions,  Lewis,  it  is 
believed,  comes  nearer  to  uniting  in  his 
personality  the  elements  of  peace  than 
any  other  man  within  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

This  is  not  due  to  any  lack  of  zeal 
on  his  part  for  the  cause  he  represents — 
he  is,  in  fact,  the  embodiment  of  the 
spirit  of  organized  labor — but  be  is 
practical  and  fair  in  his  methods.  Any 
contract  which  he  may  enter  into  is 
not  only  sacred  to  himself,  but  he  pos¬ 
sesses  the  confidence  and  loyalty  of  the 
large  membership  of  the  organization 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  can  control 
it  against  committing  breaches  of  good 
faith.  This  has  been  demonstrated  many 
times  during  the  years  he  has  served 
as  vice  president.  He  has  a  record  for 
settling  labor  troubles  without  strikes, 
and  has  time  and  again  headed  off 
hasty  action  that  would  have  resulted 
disastrously  both  to  the  miners  and  the 
operators.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  total  ab¬ 
stainer  from  the  use  of  intoxicants  and 
is  otherwise  clean  in  his  private  life. 
He  has  a  capacity  for  hard  work  that  is 
amazing  to  the  average  man,  and  which 
will  Drove  a  valuable  factor  in  direct¬ 
ing  the  affairs  of  the  miners’  organiza¬ 
tion. 


Briefs  and  Personals. 

First  Vice  President  Heiner,  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company,  was  in  Toledo 
the  fore  part  of  the  week. 

J.  F.  Russell,  sales  agent  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  spent  a  portion 
of  the  week  in  Detroit. 

M.  C.  James,  of  the  LaMonte  Mining 
Companv,  Bath,  W.  Va.,  spent  Christ¬ 
mas  with  friends  in  Columbus. 

Tohn  M.  Roan,  formerly  manager  of 
mines  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Comoany, 
but  now  with  the  Clinchfield  syndicate, 


has  returned  to  Virginia,  after  a  visit 
of  several  days  in  Columbus. 

Jay  Gaines,  sales  agent  of  the  C.  M. 
Anderson  Coal  Company,  is  in  Havana, 
Cuba,  looking  after  the  interests  of  some 
investments,  having  been  delegated  for 
that  purpose  by  a  company  of  Ohio  men, 
with  whom  he  is  associated  in  some  pro¬ 
posed  investments.  One  of  the  objec¬ 
tive  points  is  the  Isle  of  Pines.  Mr. 
Gaines  will  return  in  about  ten  days. 

The  Elk  Coal  Company,  operating  in 
the  Zanesville  district,  but  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Columbus,  having  increased 
their  capital  stock  from  $25,000  to  $50,- 
000. 


Coal  in  Chile. 

Consul  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  of  Val¬ 
paraiso,  reports  that  the  fuel  question 
is  being  closely  studied  by  the  leading 
interests  in  Chile,  continuing: 

It  is  becoming  evident  to  the  people 
that  it  is  unwise  to  buy  coal  from  abroad 
at  high  prices,  including  freights,  when 
the  country  contains  immense  quantities 
of  coal  that  averages  only  about  5  to 
10  per  cent  inferior  to  the  best  Eng¬ 
lish  coals.  The  value  of  the  importa¬ 
tions  of  coal  for  1906  was  about  $7,464,- 
531  United  States  gold,  of  which  the 
LTnited  States  supplied  only  about  $69,- 
722  worth,  against  England’s  $5,420,  • 
658.  It  is  estimated  that  Chile  has  paid 
over  $30,000,000  for  foreign  coal  since 
1900,  which  is  a  heavy  drain  on  a  coun¬ 
try  of  but  3,500,000  people. 

Less  coal  was  mined  in  Chile  during 
1906  than  in  1905,  which  was  due  to 
labor  troubles  and  water  getting  into 
one  of  the  largest  mines,  which  extends 
far  out  under  the  ocean  at  Lota.  Some 
fine  coal  deposits  are  found  in  the  in¬ 
terior,  some  50  to  60  miles  from  the 
coast,  which  it  is  proposed  to  open 
up  as  soon  as  transportation  facilities 
are  provided,  which  is  not  likely  to  be 
done  within  the  next  two  or  three  years. 
It  is  thought  there  will  be  more  coal 
mined  in  Chile  this  year  that  ever  be¬ 
fore  during  a  like  period,  but  not  suf¬ 
ficient  to  meet  the  increased  demand, 
so  the  imports  for  1907  must  exceed 
those  for  1906. 

There  is  a  good  opening  here  for 
American  coal  in  large  quantities.  The 
price  for  coal  is  high,  being  from  $8.50 
for  Australian  to  $10.50  for  Cardiff,  in 
cargo  lots.  Coal  enters  free  of  duty. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Mine  31. 


-Shefer  Mine 


New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Seey-Treas 

Detroit  Office:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  G.  Merideth.’Vice-Pres. 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 

Our  Leader: — "Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 


PRODUCERS 


Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManlgal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennish,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  UCOAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 


No.  1] 
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Directory  of  Mine  Operators  and  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Adver¬ 
tisements  appear  In  this 
Journal. 


CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  39 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  38 

Illinois. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  36 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 36 

C.  M.  Moderwell  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  8 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  303  Dear¬ 
born  St .  36 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  9 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  5 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  37 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn 

St . 39 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  10 

Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  9 

Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  37 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . .4 .  34 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  38 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  5 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  215 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 4 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  5 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  215  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg..  37 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  355  Dearborn  St...  39 
Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  35 
Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  38 
Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 

Chicago  .  7 

Marion  Consumers  Coal  Co .  4 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co . .  4 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil —  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  3 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke..  32 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  32 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  38 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  38 

Davis  C.  &  C.  Co .  9 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg . 34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  15 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  50  Congress 

St . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St .  36 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  38 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  39 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  34 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  35  Con¬ 
gress  St .  37 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St . 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

141  Milk  St .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  38 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Corbett,  E.  J.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  14 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg . 36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  32 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sundav  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  3 


MINNESOTA. 

DUlUth -  i  PAGL 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Pitsburgh  Coal  Co . 32 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Andrus  Bldg .  6 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  37 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.,  South.  14 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  13 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . 38 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg...  7 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y . 4 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  38 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  34 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  34 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway..  36 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  . '. .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway  .  36 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1  Broadway .  13 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  39 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  36 

Ileissenbuttel,  J.  D.,  1  Broadway .  16 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Landstreet  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  35 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  Bldg .  37 

Nicoll,  B.  &  Co.,  59  Wall  St .  5 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway .  39 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co....  13 
Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery  Place  13 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

143  Liberty  St .  4 

Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  15 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  39 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  33 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  39 

Albany— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy . 39 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  18 

U  tic  a — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  &  Co .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  37 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg. .  36 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  38 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  34 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  5 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  36 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co. .  32 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg . 37 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  34 

Marmet-Ilalm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Neave 

Bldg .  38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  39 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  39 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  13 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg..  13 
Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg . 34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg. .  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  . 8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  36 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  38 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 
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K.  &  O.  Fuel  Co .  36 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  38 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  3 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  16 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  38 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  37 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  32 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg.... 
Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  . .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 
Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.....  34 
Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg.  . . .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia  . 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  35 

Greensburg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co....  32 

Nicoll,  B.,  &  Co.,  232  5th  Ave . 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 
-i'-tston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  37 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg . 10 

Reading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Frovidence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . ‘ .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co..  36 

Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg.  . .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.  .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  A  mer- 

ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  39 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt . 36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Charleston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Hngheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  38 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 

WISCONSIN. 

M’'waukee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  13 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Superior— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

W  ashington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  st.  38 
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Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg. . . .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St.,  E . 37 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  10 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  39 

CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  49 

Bags  and  Baskets. 

Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fredonia,  N.  Y .  37 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  40 
Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.  Litch¬ 
field,  Ill .  41 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 43 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Traylor  Engineering  Co.,  New  York _ 46 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  51 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Litch¬ 
field,  Ill . 41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass . . 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  40 
Hockersmith  Wheel  and  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  45 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  43 
Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Litch¬ 
field,  111 .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge', 

Mass . . 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  44 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts- 

burgh  .  43 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill .  43 

Star  Mfg.  Co.,  New  Lexington,  Ohio _ 51 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  42 
Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago _ 33 

Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburgh .  40 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  45 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

-Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  49 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago!.'!.*  18 
Westinghouse  Elec.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Pittsburgh.  50 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Haiss,  George  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  43 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass .  49 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill...  43 
Crushing  Machinery. 

Cross  Engineering  Co.,  Carbondale,  Pa..  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  43 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  49 

Detective  Agencies. 

Clark,  A.  M.,  Agency,  Chicago . 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Dynamos. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago...., .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  50 

•••rines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  50 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  40 
South  Illinois  Machinery  &  Foundry  Co., 

Murphysboro,  Ill .  53 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburgh .  40 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  43 
Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Litch¬ 
field,  Ill.  .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  49 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .  49 

(Continued  on  Page  42.) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Che  Black  Diamond 

Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  Tournal  of 
its  kind. 


Mines  on  Monongaheln.  R.iver,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 

We  operate  our  own  Individual  oara 

GENERAL  OFFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

o*  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OB' 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Searn  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  d  420,  17  Battery  Place,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Build!ng 

Boston  Offico.  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 


YoughiqghejiyGas  &S team  Coal 
Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


Pittslburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AA  A  I 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  wV/MU 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  anu  cturers  of  the  use. 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AC  rMTC  ATT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR  CLEVELAND 

ALatLIV  I  O  A  I  Toledo  Detroit  erie  buffalo  youngstown  akron 


Mr.  CONSUMER 

These  figures  should  prove  to  vou  our  former  assertions  that  we  TAKE 
CARE  OF  OUR  TRADE. 

RAIL  SHIPMENTS  ONLY 

From  April  1st,  ’04,  to  March  31st,  ’05  1,199,216  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  ’05,  to  March  31st,  ’06  1,314,414  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  ’06,  to  March  31st,  ’07  1,922,594  net  tons 

First  Six  Months  from  April,  1 907,  to  November  1 ,  1907,  1,307,001  net  tons 
1st  HALF  NOVEMBER,  1907,  150,832  net  tons 

WE  WANT  YOUR  BUSINESS  AND  CAN  GIVE  YOU  THE  SAME  EXCELLENT  SERVICE  OUR  PRESENT  TRADE  IS  RECEIVING. 

THE  MONONCAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  GO. 

OF  F I C  E  S 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
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REGISTERED 

“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


NOW  READY  FOR  DELIVERY 

A  A  A  A 


By  John  Moody 

A  Practical  Handbook  for  investors,  attract¬ 
ively  printed  and  bound,  and  treating  the 
subject  of  Wall  Street  Investing  in  a  sensi¬ 
ble  and  original  manner.  Many  books  have  been 
written  in  the  past  on  the  general  subject  of  Wall 
Street,  and  special  studies  have  been  made  of  its 
various  phases;  but  this  is  the  first  modern  attempt 
to  cover  the  subject  in  an  attractive  and  popular 
form,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  of  interest  to  the 
individual  investor  as  well  as  to  the  more  expert 
banker  and  broker.  The  book  is  made  up  of 
ten  chapters,  embracing  the  following  subjects: 

I.-Safety  and  security.  II.-Bonds  and  What  They  Represent.  Ill.-Stocks 
and  What  They  Are.  IV.-Anaiyzing  Railroad  Securities.  V.-Industrials 
and  Tractions.  Vl.-Investment  vs.  Speculation.  VII.-"Get-Rich-Quick” 
Schemes.  VIII-Reorganization  and  Syndicates.  IX.-The  New  York  Stock 
Exchange.  X.-Wall  Street  Phrases  and  Methods. 

Price  per  copy,  $1.00  net;  by  mail,  $1.10 

A  A  A  A 

THE  MOODY  CORPORATION 

35  NASSAU  STREET  .-.  NEW  YORK  CITY 


HOW  MANY  EMPLOYES 
HAVE  YOU? 

Does  each  one  get  his  own  Black  Diamond  every 
week,  or  do  you  subscribe  for  one  copy  and  pass 
it  around? 

Ask  any  one  of  your  employes  how  much  good  he 
can  get  out  of  every  copy  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Find  out  how  much  it  will  help  him  in  his  work,  then 
order  as  many  as  you  need  and  charge  it  up  to 
expense  account.  This  investment  will  yield 
good  returns. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 
Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 


Subscription,  84.00  per  Year,  in  Advance. 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 


Foreign,  $5.00 


RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 

Philadelphia 


Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


* 


32 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[January 


Fairmont  Coal  Company 


COAL 


GAS 

steam  Ip  airrrvont 

DOMESTIC 


LAKli,  TI I> E'WATE R  A IV 13  ALL-RAIL  SHIPMENTS 


FURNACE 

FOUNDRY 

CRUSHED 


COKE 


GENERAL  OFFICES,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  BALTIMORE.  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  Gen’l  Mgr.  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

E.  M.  MANCOURT,  Western  Manager,  Majestic  Bldg.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


NEW  YORK: 

J.  E.  Parsons,  Mgr., 
1  Broadway 

CINCINNATI: 

W.  C.  Rogers.  Mgr.. 
Traction  Bldg. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

W.  M.Wilshire,  Mgr., 
Land  Title  Bldg. 


BALTIMORE: 

E.  P.  Coffins,  Mgr. 
Centlnantal  Trait  Bldg. 


BOSTON: 

K.  C.  Gillespie  Mgr.. 
State  Mutual  Bldg.,  50  Congress  St. 


WASHINGTON: 

W.  A.  Leetch.  Mgr., 
Foot  of  30th  St. 


CLEVELAND, 

A.  E.  Williams,  Agt. 
Western  R.eserve  Bldg. 


NORTH  WESTERN  FUEL  GO. 

Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents. 
Foreign  Representative:  Sanders  &  Co.,  I  I O  Oannon  St.,  London. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  sTanawh?AcoCalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 


Miners  and  Shippers  of 


STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  £  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  ^  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Pa..)  Smokeless  Coals 
Office,  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TRCAS. 


ft.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER-KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINBS) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICACO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1026-1827 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  C.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  FULTZ.  Mgr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1409-10 


Mention  Thi  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Landstreet  Coal  (Si  Coke  Co. 


Conducting  a 
General 


F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- BUSINESS - 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE.  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Splint  Pocahontas  and  New  River  75  Mines  on  the  c.  &  o. 

.  and  K.  &  M.  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nuai  capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Coal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRANIAN  Sec.-Treas. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 


Bituminous,  all  kinds 
Pittston  Anthracite 


211  GRAND  AVENUE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


All  Kinds 


DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


q  |^|  £  CAPABLE  SALESNIAN  at  per  month  wil*  sel*  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 

$50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg. 


Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  I  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR.  THE  FAMOUS 


(( 
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R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


PUR.EST 

STEAM  —  Absolutely  One  Quality  —  DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  ol  the  United  Stales  Coal  4  Oil  Co. 
at  fiulden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  capacity  5,000  tons— 30,000  acres  o!  seven  foot  coal 

Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES  ssssssssa 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  I  Broadway,  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


Trade  mark  hegistereb 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Oor  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C,  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  13.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

la  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  Indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue!  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  Pocahontas  Smokeless  C.al  Branch  Offices 


1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y, 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building.  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  Street,  Boston.  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Weave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building,  Roanoke.  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blvth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President  C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President  JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 

Crescent  Coal  «&  Mining  Company 

SOS  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  AH  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

-■  COVERED  STORAGE.  SHIPPING.  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS’  YARDS - 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 


Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHKACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  C.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO  ~ 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Mention  Thk  Black  Diamond  when  writins  advertisers. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


‘New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,811  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations . . .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - - Branch  Offices: - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  * 

PINEY  FORK 


CO 


CENERAL  OFFICES 

BlflLDINC  CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  ADfllRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Manner,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice*Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  1868) 

“S’"*  MARMET  SPLINT  ... 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 

t 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAGEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

“Carbon**  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mines  on  Cetbin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia  on  Chssapssiks  and  Ohio  Ra.llwa.y. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIR.ST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 
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NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  ««S8I8S>^.M 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
“Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 

COVERED  WHARVES:  CAril  ITIPC  rHirAfih  Year,y  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee  ALL’KAIL  rALILI  I  ILS-CHICAviO  3,000,000  Tons 

General  Office  :  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul'  Milwaukee  Office :  Planklnton  Building  Chicago  Office:  Fisher  Building 

S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  and  AA  A  1 
ANTHRACITE  WUML 

DAYTQIjL.  OHIO 

4  iONG  OiSTANGE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.0.  BOX  1982 

PECTOR  5820 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO. 

Hugheston,  W.  Va.  Capacity  800  Tons  Daily 

QUINCY  COAL  CO. 

Quincy,  W.  Va.  Capacity  350  Tons  Daily 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“HUCHES  CREEK”  AND  “QUINCY,”  W.VA. »“"! 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDB-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 

DELAWABE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  4 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 

Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Mines  on  K.  &  M.  Ry.,  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va. 

We  solicit  your  orders  for  both  rail  and  river  shipments. 

ADDRESS 

JNO.  W.  MOORE,  Sales  M^r. 

INDEPENDENT  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 

Anthracite  and  f'  A  ¥ 

Bituminous  v/Vrx\L/ 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 

BLACK,  SHERIDAN.  WILSOP 

BIG  VEIN  GEORGES  CREEK  C 

The  Standard  for  Steam  and  Smithing 

LT  m  am  «■%  a  mTW  r  . .  ,  -  ...  ■  ■  ■ 

N  CUITirAIN  I  MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  Or 

OAL  “MINED  IN  MARYLAND" 

BALTIMORE.  MARYLAND 

THE  CONSOLIDATION  COAL  CO. 

Georges  Creek  Big  Vein  Cumberland  Coal 

Smokeless  Steam  and  Best  Smithing  Coal 

STEAMERS,  SEA-COINC  TUCS  AND  BARGES 

GENERAL  OFFICES 

Continental  Trust  Building,  -  Baltimore 

F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Managerof  Sales 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 

E.  M.  MANCOURT,  Western  Manager 

Majestic  Bldg.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 

NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  COMPANY 

Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents 

$ 

FOREIGN  REPRESENTATIVES 

Sanders  &  Company,  -  1  IO  Cannon  St.,  London 

NEW  YORK 

J.  E.  PARSONS,  Manager,  . 1  Broadway 

PHILADELPHIA 

W.  M.  WILSHIRE,  Manager,  ....  Land  Title  Building 

WASHINGTON 

W.  A.  LEETCH,  Manager . Foot  of  30th  Street 

BALTIMORE 

E.  P.  COLLINS,  Manager,  ...  Continental  Trust  Building. 

BOSTON 

R.  C.  GILLESPIE,  Manager,  -  State  Mutual  Bldg.,  50  Congress  Street 

CINCINNATI 

W.  C.  ROGERS,  Manager . Traction  Building 

CLEVELAND 

A.  E.  WILLIAMS,  Agt.  -  -  -  Western  Reserve  Building 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COAL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“SUSQUEHANNA”  ANTHRACITE 

EASTERN  OFFICES 

New  York,  1  Broadway,  George  H.  Bressette,  Sales  Agent.  Baltimore,  100  Chamber  Commerce  Bldg.,  C.  E.  Hitchcock  Sales  Agent 

Boston,  95  Milk  Street,  Spencer  T.  Williams,  Eastern  Sales  Agent.  Williamsport,  1,2  and  3  Hart  Building,  W.  H.  Curtis  Sales  Agent 

Philadelphia,  602  Arcade  Building,  Howard  W.  Perrin,  Sales  Agent. 

WESTERN  OFFICES 

Erie,  Pa.,  Scott  Block,  C.  L.  Thompson,  General  Western  Agent.  Chicago,  Ill.,  1305  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  C.  A.  Eastman,  Sales  Agent. 


BITU 


C.  J.  WITTENBERG. 


I  NOUS  COAL  AND  COKE 

I  I  BROADWAY.  NEW  YORK 


Commonwealth  Trust  Bldg.,  PHILADELPHIA.  Mine  Office,  Pbilipsbnrg,  Pa. 


PBALB,  PEACOCK  <&  KBRR 


- —  •  =  of  New  Yorlc,  Colliery  Owners. — 

ANTHRACITE:  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peale.  President, 
John  W.  Peale.  (Jen.  M<r. 

J.  a.  Lumley.  Treasurer, 

W.  L.  Hawkins,  Asst.  Treat. 

A.  S.  Morphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Dapt. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 

$> 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Sales  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


Dickson,  (&L  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES _ 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
Intern&LfionaLl  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &.  Wire  Co. 

Chicago  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co, 
Inland  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The-  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
,  year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
•‘Sample"  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very 
jittle  value  to  an  advertiser.  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

42  Broadway.  1150-66  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  St. 


A  Sudden 
Drop 


In  the  price  of  Coal  is  not  at 
all  likely  at  present.  In  fact, 
in  view  of  the  car  shortage  we 
wouldn’t  be  surprised  to  see 
prices  advance.  But  whether 
the  market  goes  up  or  goes 
down,  you  can  always  depend 
on  getting  the  best  coals  at 
the  lowest  possible  prices 
from  us.  What  do  you  need 
right  now  in 

Winifrede  Splint,  Diana 
Hocking,  Hoosier  Chunks, 
Pocahontas,  Loyal  Lilly 
Smithing? 

Tell  us  your  wants  and  we’ll 
quote  you  by  return  mail. 

HOSTLER  COAL  4  COKE  CO. 

CHICAGO.  2 


SMOKELESS  FUEL  CO. 

New  River  and  Pocahontas  Coal  and  Coke 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO,  8T.  LOUIS,  CINCINNATI,  RIOHMOND,  VA.  AND 


Cauley  Mountain 

Furnace  and 

Foundry  Coke. 

LONDON,  E.  C.  | 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[Januai'3 


3& 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  so  per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


FOR  SALE — 1,000  acres  best  qual¬ 
ity  cannel  coal  rights;  Magoffin  coun¬ 
ty,  Ky.  $1.00  per  acre.  Snap.  “Bar¬ 
gain  Shop,”  Louisville,  Ky. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


A  PRACTICAL  MINE  SUPER- 

intendent,  after  January  1,  is  open  for 
position  handling  producing  coal 
plants.  Good  references.  Address 
Box  34,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Single  man,  between 

thirty  and  thirty-five  years  of  age,  to 
take  charge  of  an  office  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager,  in  Oklahoma  or  Texas.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  33,  care  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


WANTED — Position  as  sales  agent 

by  experienced  coal  man  of  proved 
ability.  If  the  salary  is  large  enough 
would  go  on  the  road  for  a  first-class 
operating  company.  Address  Box  24, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  By  well  established 

coal  mining  company  in  northern  Illi¬ 
nois,  experienced,  successful  traveling 
salesman.  Must  be  sober,  economical, 
systematic  and  industrious.  Address 
Box  40,  The  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — 75  acres;  60  feet  of 

shale;  3  feet  of  Minshall  coal;  6  feet 
of  fire  clay  immediately  below  the 
coal;  mine  developed;  excellent  con¬ 
ditions;  railroad  track.  Address 
Bridgeton  Mining  Company,  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana. 


Two  young  men  with  small  capital 

vant  to  form  company,  giving  mine 
operator  one-third  interest  in  return 
for  contract  to  sell  output  of  mine. 
If  in  Illinois  field,  prefer  washer  and 
first-class  coal.  Have  had  good  ex¬ 
perience  with  western  and  eastern 
coals  and  coke  of  all  kinds.  Know 
Chicago  trade  well.  Box  31,  care  of 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 

reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE  —  A  new  coal  opera¬ 
tion  on  a  royalty  basis,  producing  the 
best  grade  of  No.  9  coal  in  the  state. 
This  mine  is  situated  in  the  western 
field  and  on  the  line  of  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  railroad.  The  output  is 
nearing  the  200-ton  mark  and  will  rise 
to  350  tons  in  the  next  two  months. 
The  coal  will  average  nearly  five  feet, 
absolutely  clean.  A  splendid  black 
slate  roof  and  very  little  timber  is  be¬ 
ing  used.  There  is  a  heavy  demand 
for  all  we  can  ship  and  good  prices. 
We  will  make  immediate  arrange¬ 
ments  to  turn  plant  over  and  on 
terms  that  cannot  -fail  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  any  reliable  party  who  wants 
absolutely  a  first  class  operation.  We 
will  consider  this  offer  for  30  days 
only.  We  will  be  glad  to  give  you 
our  reasons  for  parting  with  this  op¬ 
eration.  The  mineral  right  was  be¬ 
tween  500  and  600  acres.  The  surface 
contains  35  acres,  lies  high  for  build¬ 
ing.  We  will  be  pleased  to  treat  with 
principals  only  and  explain  fully  the 
conditions  of  the  leased  property.  Ad¬ 
dress  “Kentucky,”  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — A  lease  500  acres  in 

thick  vein  Hocking  coal.  Mine  in 
operation,  good  buildings,  miners’ 
houses  and  store.  Would  sell  lease 
or  a  half  interest  to  a  party  who 
would  take  charge  of  the  plant.  Rea-  | 
sons  for  selling,  other  business  re¬ 
quiring  all  of  attention.  Address  B. 
64,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — A  good  mine  boss  fa¬ 
miliar  with  electric  machinery.  Can 
give  suitable  men  chance  for  invest¬ 
ment.  Address  Box  36,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Large  tract  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  coal  land.  Two  seams,  244  and 
319  feet  below  surface.  Engineer’s 
report  and  blue  prints  furnished  to 
any  one  meaning  business.  Price,  net, 
$20  per  acre;  $120,000  will  buy  one  of 
the  best  coal  properties  in  the  state. 
Geo.  M.  Edgar,  628  South  Limestone 
street,  Lexington,  Ky. 

FOR  SALE — Southern  Illinois  coal 

mining  rights;  60,000  acres,  average 
thickness  6  feet.  Good  coal;  mining 
condition  good.  Transportation  I. 
C.  R.  R.  and  other  trunk  lines.  Small 
tract  Saline  county  coal  on  Big  Four 
R.  R.  to  lease  on  favorable  terms. 
Address  Box  37, "care  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago. 


YOUNG  MAN  with  twelve  years’ 

selling  experience  in  the  wholesale 
coal  business,  personally  acquainted 
with  the  steam  and  domestic  trade 
in  and  around  Chicago  and  convers¬ 
ant  with  country  trade,  desires  posi¬ 
tion  as  sales  manager  with  company 
operating  mines  in  Illinois  or  Indiana. 
Have  complete  knowledge  of  coal 
from  both  states,  as  also  eastern 
grades.  Can  run  jobbing  business  in 
connection.  Box  38,  care  of  Black- 
Diamond. 


DIAMOND  DRILL  CONTRACTORS 


We  do  all  kinds  of  Diamond 
Drill  work  by  contract  and 
would  be  glad  to  quote  you 
a  price  on  any  work  that  you 
contemplate  doing  in  the  neat 
future. 

Our  Drill 
Operators 

are  reliable,  and  men  who  have 
had  years  of  experience  in  this 
work.  Our  representative  will 
be  glad  to  call  on  you  person 
ally  and  give  you  a  price  that 
is  right  for  your  work. 


Birdsboro  Steel  Foundry  &  Machine  Co. 

Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania 


FOR  SAFE 

About  5000  acres  of  coal  land  and  surface 
with  three  miles  frontage  on  Ohio  River. 
The  only  river  mine  on  Ohio  River,  known 
as  the  W.  P.  D.  Bush  property.  Un¬ 
qualifiedly  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
investment  and  speculation  offered  in 
this  decade.  To  be  sold  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  the  Union  Circuit  C^urt 
without  reseive,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
Monday,  October  7th,  1907,  at  the  Court 
House  door,  VIorgansfield,  Union  County, 
Kentucky.  For  full  information  address: 
W.  T.  Harris,  Commissioner,  Morganfield,  Ky. 
Henry  Burnell,  Lincoln  Bank  Bldg.,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

David  W.  Fairleigh,  Paul  Jones  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Albert  S.  Brandeis,  L.  £  N.  office,  9th  and 
Broadway,  Louisville.  Ky. 

George  G.  Briggs,  Louisville  Trust  Building, 
Louisville.  Ky. 

H.  X  Morton.  Morganfield,  Ky. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 


ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  A  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIC 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-30-35-40  lbs.  pe.  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  )  Mills.  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  USINC - 

BUDA 

STANDARD 


SCALES 


The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  ar< 
particularly  reinlorced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  lully  50  pei 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  firsl 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  ant 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


n 
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General  Review. 


Chicago  Market. 


On  several  accounts  the  coal  trade  throughout  the  country  is  showing 
signs  of  improvement  this  week.  It  is  becoming  evident  that  the  stock  of 
coal  on  hand  has  been  worked  off  to  a  certain  extent,  making  room  for 
new  shipments.  This  is  true  in  the  steam  trade  and  to  a  certain  extent 
among  retail  dealers.  For  another  thing,  the  mills  and  factories  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  resume  activity  to  a  certain  extent  all  over  the  country.  The  resump¬ 
tion  has  not  brought  industrial  activity  anywhere  near  up  to  normal,  but 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  general  business  were  in  very  much  better 
shape  by  the  middle  of  February  than  it  is  today.  Another  cause  for  the 
better  tone  to  the  market  is  the  fact  that  coal  operators  in  all  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  territories  have  been  perforce  curtailing  their  output.  These  three 
elements  have  strengthened  the  prices  obtained  for  coal  and  have  given  the 
market  a  little  better  tone. 

This  does  not  signify  that  the  buying  has  resumed  bn  such  a  scale  as 
would  warrant  the  coal  operators  increasing  their  output  or  taking  care  of 
any  of  the  numerous  cars  being  offered  to  the  mines  now  for  loading  to 
almost  any  point.  In  fact,  the  situation  is  in  such  shape  today  that  coal 
operators  would  serve  their  own  best  .interest  if  they  kept  on  curtailing  their 
production  even  to  a  greater  extent  than  they  are  now  doing,  thus  making 
the  buyers  more  eager  for  coal.  About  the  only  weakness  that  has  come 
to  any  of  the  markets  within  the  last  week  has  been  that  which  is  due  en¬ 
tirely  to  shipments  of  unsold  coal  into  commercial  centers  and  transfer 
points.  The  reconsignment  of  this  coal  from  one  congested  market  to 
another  has  in  several  instances  produced  such  a  glut  in  the  various  markets 
that  the  fuel  has  been  disposed  of  for  the  freight  rates  only.  This  naturally 
leaves  nothing  for  the  coal  operator  and  gives  him  a  dead  loss  in  the  matter 
of  the  price  paid  the  miners  for  the  production  of  the  coal. 


The  coal  market  in  Chicago  and  adjacent  territory  has  been  showing 
a  steady  and  perceptible  improvement  since  Monday.  Last  week  the 
market  was  absolutely  dead  with  coal  on  hand  in  excess  of  the  demand. 
It  is  now  apparent  that  the  buying  is  picking  up  and  one  instance  is  re¬ 
ported  where  a  consumer,  fearing  for  his  supply  within  the  next  two 
months  and  a  half,  has  endeavored  to  make  a  good  sized  contract  on 
the  basis  of  current  prices.  The  improved  condition  of  affairs  is  due  in 
part  to  a  slight  increase  in  business  activity,  which  promises  to  be  more 
pronounced  about  February  1,  in  part  to  the  influence  of  curtailed 
production  and  to  a  very  large  extent  to  the  fact  that  stocks  on  hand  in 
consumers’  yards  have  been  consumed. 

However,  the  conservative  coal  operator  should  continue  as-  long  as 
possible  his  policy  of  keeping  down  production  because  therein  lies  his 
only  hope  of  any  satisfactory  values  for  this  year.  There  is  some  like¬ 
lihood  that  labor  difficulties  may  increase  the  demand  a  little  later,  but  it 
is  too  early  now  to  discount  any  such  probability.  General  business  evi¬ 
dently  is  picking  up  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  it  will  hardly  assume 
anywhere  near  normal  proportions  inside  of  the  next  month,  as  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  fact  that  the  railroad  sidings  are  still  congested  with 
empty  cars.  One  of  the  strongest  spots  in  the  western  market  is  the 
demand  for  screenings. 

The  anthracite  market  is  picking  up  just  a  little  under  the  influence 
of  the  cooler  weather.  There  is  still  a  surplus  of  egg  and  stove  and  still 
something  of  a  shortage  of  nut.  The  reason  for  the  latter  is  that  the 
operating  companies  refuse  to  ship  nut  unless  the  purchaser  takes  a 
certain  proportion  of  lump  and  egg,  and  this  latter,  on  account  of  the 
congested  condition  of  the  market,  can  not  be  taken  in  large  quantities. 

The  Western  Coals. 


The  Anthracite  Market. 

Figures  have  been  compiled  showing  the  production  of  anthracite 
coal  for  the  month  of  December,  and  consequently  for  the  year  nineteen 
hundred  and  seven.  The  total  production  for  that  year  amounts  to  over 
67,100,000  tons,  this  being  an  appreciable  increase  over  the  best  previous 
record.  The  production  lately  has  not  been  quite  as  active  as  it  was 
before,  due  to  the  frequent  occurrence  of  church  holidays.  Up  to  the 
first  of  this  year  it  seemed  entirely  possible  to  sell  not  only  the  amount 
of  coal  that  was  being  produced,  but  even  more.  Today  the  anthracite 
operators  are  expressing  some  satisfaction  at  the  enforced  idleness  of 
the  mines,  because  this  is  not  giving  them  any  more  coal  to  sell  than 
the  market  will  absorb  readily.  It  would  seem  that  the  open  winter, 
even  though  the  temperature  has  not  been  much  above  normal,  has  had 
a  greater  influence  upon  the  cutting  down  of  the  consumption  of  anthra¬ 
cite  than  was  supposed  a  week  or  ten  days  ago.  In  practically  all  of  the 
markets  egg  and  stove  sizes  are  long.  The  demand,  however,  for  nut  has 
been  steadily  on  the  increase  and  shippers  have  not  been  able  to  keep  abreast 
of  it.  They  have  endeavored  to  enforce  the  rule  that,  where  shipments  of  nut 
are  made,  they  must  be  accompanied  by  a  certain  proportion  of  egg  and 
stove.  The  necessity  to  have  the  smaller  sizes  has  caused  a  good  many 
to  give  orders  for  egg  and  stove  when  this  commodity  was  not  actually  re¬ 
quired.  This  naturally  has  had  the  result  of  increasing  the  glut  of  the  larger 
sizes  while  supplying  the  demand  for  the  smaller. 

The  Bituminous  Trade. 

Definite  advices  that  factories  and  mills  are  resuming  activity  have  come 
this  week  from  Cleveland,  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Buffalo  and  to  a  smaller 
extent  from  St.  Louis.  It  is  evident  also  that  the  same  is  true  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market.  The  resumption  of  activity  is  feeble  as  yet,  but  is  constantly 
growing  stronger  and  the  market  for  the  steam  sizes  is  better  than  it  was 
a  week  or  ten  days  ago.  This  is  especially  true  of  screenings,  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  which  is  light  on  account  of  the  comparatively  small  production 
of  lump  sizes.  1  wo  reports  of  diametrically  opposite  tenor  come  from  Louis¬ 
ville  and  St.  Paul.  In  the  south  the  railroads  have  cancelled  their  orders 
for  coal,  and  since  they  have  been  taking  the  major  portion  of  the  output 
of  the  mines  along  their  lines  this  has  meant  the  cessation  of  mine  oper¬ 
ations.  On  the  other  hand,  St.  Paul  has  been  the  dumping  ground  for  coal 
from  all  quarters.  Dock  prices  have  been  reduced  and  eastern  mines  have 
been  shipping  into  that  territory  by  the  all  rail  and  by  car  ferry  routes. 
Moreover.,  the  ccal  which  could  not  be  marketed  in  Chicago  has  been  recon¬ 
signed  into  the  northwest  to  increase  the  oversupply  in  that  territory.  The 
glut  of  these  two  markets  with  coal  has  more  than  offset  any  influence 
exerted  by  the  increased  activity  of  the  factories. 

The  one  indication  of  market  activities  which  might  be  considered  infal¬ 
lible  as  far  as  industrial  resumption  is  concerned  is  the  demand  for  coke. 
This  has  been  absolutely  at  the  low  water  mark  for  the  last  three  or 
four  weeks  and  for  the  last  week  showed  that  although  production  has 
been  curtailed,  some  of  the  product  has  been  up  to  demurrage  and  has 
been  sacrificed.  This  indicates  very  clearly  that  the  blast  furnaces  are 
not  in  operation  and  consequently  that  the  steel  mills  and  general  fac¬ 
tories  have  not  resumed  activity  to  the  extent  that  other  indications 
might  suggest.  The  better  buying  for  coal  therefore  may  be  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  what  factories  are  going  to  do  rather  than  an  indication  of  what 
they  have  already  done. 


Franklin  County  coal  is  stronger  in  the  country,  but  still  compara¬ 
tively  easy  in  the  city.  Prices  are  mostly  nominal,  although  some  busi¬ 
ness  is  done.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks  or  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.75; 
1^-inch  steam  lump,  $2.35  to  $2.65;  domestic  nut,  $2.55  to  $2.65. 

Third  Vein  coal  is  showing  some  improvement,  with  prices  holding 
steady.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Run-of-mine,  $2.50;  chunks,  $2.75; 
standard  lump,  $2.65;  washed  nut,  $2.65;  screenings,  $1.60. 

DuQuoin  coals  are  holding  about  firm  as  far  as  this  market  is  con¬ 
cerned,  with  evidences  of  a  little  better  buying  movement,  although  the 
collection  of  demurrage  coal  has  caused  the  following  prices  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  to  be  cut:  Mine-run,  $1.70;  2-inch  egg  or  lump,  $2.00;  No.  1 
nut,  $1.85;  screenings,  $1.30  to  $1.35. 

Springfield  coal  is  easier  as  to  most  grades,  but  stronger  as  to 
screenings.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.70;  screenings, 
$1.30 ;  nut,  $1.80;  egg  or  lump,  $2.25;  lRj-inch  lump,  $1.90.  The  mine-run 
price  has  been  shaded  by  car  service  coal. 


Lincoln  coal  prices  are  easier  with  the  exception  of  screenings.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Domestic  chunks,  $2.25;  egg,  $2.50;  mine-run, 
$1.75;  screenings,  $1.30;  nut.  $2.00;  l^-inch  lump,  $2.00. 

Carterville  coal  is  finding  a  little  better  market  in  the  country  and 
not  so  much  of  it  is  coming  to  Chicago.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines: 
Mine-run,  $1.25;  1^-inch  screenings,  55  cents;  lump  or  egg,  $1.75. 

Clinton  coal  prices  are  steady  for  the  week,  but  one  inquiry  was  re¬ 
ported  for  a  good  contract  running  through  the  next  two  and  a  half 
months.  We  quote,  nominally,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Screenings,  $1.35;  mine- 
run,  $1.80;  4-inch  domestic  lump,  $2.40  to  $2.50;  steam  lump,  $2.05  to 
$2.10. 


Sullivan  and  Green  County  coal  is  selling  stronger  in  the  country, 
but  is  still  comparatively  easy  in  the  city.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Chunks  or  egg,  $2.30  to  $2.55;  lump,  $2.30  to  $2.45. 

Brazil  Block  is  a  little  stronger,  although  the  price  is  holding  about 
firm  at  $2.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


The  Eastern  Coals. 

Some  of  the  Hocking  coal  that  has  been  up  to  demurrage  in  Chi¬ 
cago  has  been  cleaned  up  within  the  week  and  the  market  is  a  little 
stronger.  The  consumer  is  still  in  a  position  to  about  name  his  own 
price  on  splint,  which  is  due  to  the  accumulation  of  demurrage  coal,  as 
the  mines  have  not  yet  resumed  operation.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago- 
Hocking  lump,  $3.00  to  $3.15;  splint,  $3.10  to  $3.40;  Tackson  Hill  $4  40- 
Pittsburgh  No.  8,  $2.80. 

Youghiogheny  coal  prices  have  been  shaded  by  the  sale  of  car  serv¬ 
ice  coal,  but  mine  shipments  are  still  firm  on  the  following  basis,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Thr.ee-fourths-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  34-inch  steam,  $3.05  to 
$3.15;  lJ4-inch  lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

A  good  deal  of  smokeless  mine-run  that  was  up  to  demurrage  has 
been  disposed  of  and  the  market  is  a  little  stronger.  Lump  and  egg  are 
not  quoted  above  the  circular  and  in  some  instances  consignments  are 
billed  out  at  that  price  with  the  understanding  that  from  ten  to  fifteen 
cents  a  ton  is  rebated.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  New  River  and  Poca¬ 
hontas,  $3.30  to  $3.50;  egg  or  lump,  $3.85  to  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  slow  and  dull.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three- 
fourths-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  34-inch  steam,  $3.05  to  $3.15. 

The  coke  market  is  absolutely  dead  and  within  the  week  some  gas- 
house  and  domestic  cokes  up  to  car  service  had  to  be  sacrificed.  The 
following  prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  obtain  on  direct  shipments:  Connclls- 
vi lie.  $5.40;  Wise  County,  $5.25;  West  Virginia,  $5.25;  48-hour,  $4.40;  by¬ 
product  domestic,  $5.25;  gashouse,  $5.25. 
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Cincinnati  Market. 


Prices  Are  No  Object  to  Buyers.  Who 
Are  Keeping  Entirely  Oif 
the  Market. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  January  9. 

There  is  this  consolation  about  the  Cincinnati 
coal  market.  It  can  not  get  any  worse  than  it 
has  been.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  many 
miners  of  the  district  have  been  idle  for  three 
weeks  or  more,  considerable  coal  has  been  on  de¬ 
murrage,  and  the  demand  for  coal,  has  been  down 
to  the  lowest  summer  time  minimum.  It  is  really 
more  difficult  to  sell  one  car  of  lump  coal  now 
than  it  is  to  sell  one  hundred  cars  at  certain  other 
times.  However,  a  number  of  representative 
concerns  report  this  week  that  they  believe  the 
worst  is  past,  and  that  from  this  time  forward,  a 
slight  improvement,  at  least,  may  be  looked  for. 

As  noted  last  week,  prices  are  no  object  to  buy¬ 
ers,  because  nobody  wishes  to  buy.  Splint  lump 
is  generally  quoted  at  $1.50  a  ton,  but  can  be 
bought  for  less.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  and  egg  go  begging  at  $2.00  a  fon  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  with  smokeless  run-of-mine  a  drug 
on  the  market  at  $1.45.  Splint  run-of-mine  ranges 
from  75  cents  a  ton  upwards.  Nut  and  slack  is 
much  firmer,  due,  of  course,  to  the  light  tonnage 
of  lump  coal  moving.  Nut  and  slack  is  being 
quoted  at  from  65  to  75  cents  a  ton  this  week, 
and  there  has  been  some  actual  hustling,  on  the 
part  of  the  coal  men,  to  get  all  the  nut  and  slack 
needed  this  week.  So  little  lump  is  being  mined 
that  a  correspondingly  small  amount  -of  fine  coal 
is  being  screened  from  it. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  the  river  situation,  the 
river  having  been  at  a  shipping  stage  almost 
constantly  for  some  time.  Most  of  the  coal  com¬ 
ing  down  is  taken  to  the  lover  river  markets, 
however,  as  it  is  feared  to  store  much  coal  in 
the  river  here  at  this  time  of  year  on  account 
of  the  possibility  of  ice.  The  local  retail  trade  is 
as  dead  as  a  door  nail. 


Switching  Cases  Settled. 

The  Railroad  Commission  of  Ohio  has  been 
advised  that  a  number  of  complaints  pending  be¬ 
fore  it  have  been  adjusted  by  the  defendant  rail¬ 
roads  rendering  satisfaction,  the  first  and  most 
important  of  these  cases  being  that  of  The 
Campbells  Creek  Coal  Company,  and  the  other 
against  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Southwestern 
railroad.  This  case  has  been  pending  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  and  has  been  hard  fought  by  the  Re¬ 
ceivers’  and  Shippers’  Association  of  this  city 
backing  the  coal  men  in  their  contention  that 
existing  switching  charges  on  coal  were  exces¬ 
sive  and  burdensome.  The  settlement  of  the  case 
comes  about  by  the  railroad  agreeing  to  read¬ 
just  its  local  switching  rates,  not  alone  on  coal 
but  on  other  commodities  as  well,  to  conform  to 
the  demands  of  the  shippers.  The  result  is  a 
thoroughly  amicable  and  satisfactory  agreemen* 
between  the  shippers  and  the  offending  road,  and 
as  a  result,  The  Campbells  Creek  Coal  Company 
has  withdrawn  its  charges  against  the  railroad. 
It  is  the  most  notable  victory  that  the  shippers 
of  Cincinnati  ever  gained  over  a  railroad. 


Mayor  Tom  Johnson  Loses  Suit. 

The  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
decided  here  Tuesday  that  Mayor  Tom  Johnson 
of  Cleveland  must  pay  a  coal  bill  of  $20,000  to 
The  Charles  D.  Norton  Company  of  Philadel¬ 
phia.  It  appears  that  Mayor  Johnson  guaran¬ 
teed  the  account  of  The  Philadelphia  &  Lehigh 
Valley  Traction  Company  to  the  extent  of  $20,- 
000.  The  road  was  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a 
receiver  and  could  not  pay,  and  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  sued  Johnson.  The  Federal  court  at  Cleve¬ 
land  decided  against  him,  and  the  United  States 
Circuit  court  upheld  this  decision. 


Wants  Mining  Commission. 

Governor  Harris  of  Ohio,  in  his  message  to 
the  legislature  a  few  days  ago,  pointed  out  the 
need  of  a  mining  commission  to  make  mining 
laws  for  the  state. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


“The  mining  laws  of  the  state  are  very  unsat¬ 
isfactory,”  he  says,  “both  to  miners  and  opera¬ 
tors.  The  change  grows  largely  out  of  the 
changes  from  pick  to  machine  mining.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  cause  of  fatal  accidents  in  the  _  mines  is 
electricity.  A  commission,  representing  both 
miners  and  operators,  should  be  named  to  go 
over  the  existing  laws,  weed  out  the  dead  ones 
and  draw  up  new  ones.  I  suggest  that  laws  be 
passed  at  once  for  the  protection  of  life  and 
property  in  Ohio’s  coal  mines.” 

Almost  immediately  a  bill  was  entered  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  appointment  of  a  mining  commission, 
and  the  United  Mine  Workers  at  once  attacked 
the  bill,  saying  that  it  will  be  too  slow,  and  that 
it  will  probably  take  months  to  get  the  commis¬ 
sion  appointed  and  down  to  work.  The  idea  of 
the  Governor  is  upheld  as  an  ideal  measure  by  a 
number  of  the  coal  men  here. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  American  Cannel  Coal  Company  has  re¬ 
duced  its  capital  stock  to  $50,000. 

O.  P.  Curran,  Jr.,  returned  a  few  days  ago 
from  a  visit  to  Chicago,  where  his  father  makes 
his  home. 

J.  H.  Briscoe,  manager  of  the  sales  of  the 
Howard  Colliery  Company,  returned  a  few  days 
ago  from  a  week’s  trip  to  his  company  s  mines, 
and  a  short  visit  at  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

T.  C.  Burger,  president  of  The  Buffalo  Col¬ 
liery  Company,  Chatteroy,  W.  Va.,  was  a  busi- 
ness  visitor  in  Cincinnati  during  the  week.  He 
was  a  caller  at  a  number  of  the  larger  coal  of¬ 
fices. 

The  Queen  City  Coal  Company  and  W.  H. 
Brown’s  Son  were  a  tie  on  bids  for  a  small 
amount  of  coal  for  some  department  of  the  city 
a  few  days  ago,  and  City  Purchasing  Agent  Gass 
flipped  up  a  coin  to  decide  the  matter.  The  Queen 
City  Company  chose  “heads”  and  won. 

The  coal  men  of  West  Virginia  are  beginning 
to  shake  in  their  boots,  wondering  what  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  action  of  Governor  Dawson  will  be. 
He  has  just  called  an  extra  session  of  the  West 
Virginia  legislature  for  the  consideration  mainly 
of  mine  legislation,  and  it  is  a  foregone  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  mine  owners  will  get  the 
worst  of  the  deal  by  long  odds. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  has  been  sued  for  $10,000  dam¬ 
ages  by  Anna  Ness.  She  alleges  that  she  was 
employed  on  the  steamer  John  A.  Wood,  and  in 
walking  off  the  gang  plank  of  the  boat  on  De¬ 
cember  3  her  foot  caught  in  a  hole  in  the  plank 
and  she  was  thrown  into  the  river.  Just  how  she 
was  damaged  to  the  extent  of  $10,000  is  not 
stated. 

E.  F.  Bardin,  general  manager  of  The  Con¬ 
solidated  Fuel  Company  is  now  compelled  to 
spend  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  the  Cincinnati 
office  of  the  company.  Inasmuch  as  this  is  the 
greatest  distributing  center  for  the  bulk  of  the 
output  of  his  company’s  mines,  he  may  be  com¬ 
pelled,  eventually,  to  make  this  his  headquarters. 
Mr.  Bardin  is  one  of  the  young  men  who  have 
made  good  selling  coal. 

E.  F.  Holbrock,  freight  agent  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  Hamilton  &  Dayton  railroad  at  Toledo,  was 
introduced  on  ’Change  the  other  day  by  R.  A. 
Colter  of  the  C.  G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 
Mr.  Holbrock  knows  a  great  many  coal  and  rail¬ 
road  men  here,  and  he  had  a  pleasant  time  re¬ 
newing  old  acquaintances.  He  was  here  settling 
up  some  coal  accounts  that  have  been  hanging  fire 
since  the  close  of  the  lake  shipping  season.  Mr. 
Holbrock  has  charge  of  all  the  coal  terminals  at 
Toledo,  and  attends  to  all  lake  shipments  of  coal 
from  that  point. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 


Unusually  Warm  Weather  Has  a  De¬ 
pressing  Influence  upon  Coal 
Pri  ces. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  9. — •( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.')  The  weather  man  has  demoralized 
the  coal  trade  of  Indiana.  The  temperature  right 
now  is  more  favorable  to  the  ice  man  than  to 
the  coal  dealers.  There  never  was  a  balmier 
January  in  the  history  of  Indiana.  The  net  re¬ 
sult  to  many  of  the  coal  operators  and  dealers  is 
a  freak  business  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

Prices  have  been  shot  full  of  holes  at  the 
mines.  Some  run-of-mine  coal  has  sold  as  low 
as  eighty-five  cents  a  ton — an  almost  unheard  of 
figure  for  January.  Fairly  good  domestic  at  the 
mines  has  been  offered  as  cheap  as  $1.25  a  ton. 
Some  of  the  larger  companies  that  claim  a  cream 
of  the  customers,  assert  that,  while  prices  have 
suffered,  they  are  getting  along  fairly  well  but 
generally  speaking,  almost  mid-summer  prices 
have  prevailed  during  the  last  ten  days.  The 
trouble  is  that  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of 
a  betterment  of  trade.  Many  mines  are  not  be¬ 
ing  operated  more  than  half  time.  Collections 
are  fairly  good,  better,  in  fact,  than  they  were 
a  month  ago.  Many  manufacturers  ’  say  they 
anticipate  a  heavy  business  this  year  and  that 
they  are  preparing  to  resume  operations  on  a 
large  scale  but  they  are  slow  in  getting  under 
way.  Consequently  the  demand  for  steam  grades 
is  not  very  heavy. 

The  financial  stringency  prevented  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  a  large  surplus  by  the  dealers,  as  most 
of  them  bought  only  what  their  trade  demanded. 
It  is  said  that  there  is  very  little  coal  on  hand, 
which  is  an  encouraging  sign  from  the  operator’s 
point  of  view.  The  railroads  are  not  using  as 
much  coal  as  they  did  two  months  ago  owing 
to  the  falling  off  in  their  business. 

The  following  scale  of  prices  prevails  among 
the  retailers  here :  Anthracite,  all  sizes,  $8.00 
per  ton :  Pocahontas,  forked  lump,  $6.00 ;  Poca¬ 
hontas,  shoveled  lump,  $5.50;  Pocahontas,  mine- 
run,  $4.50 ;  Pocahontas,  nut  and  slack,  $3.50 ; 
Blossburg,  $5.50;  Ohio  Jackson,  $5.50;  Kanawha 
lump,  $5.00;  Raymond,  $5.00;  Pittsburgh  lump, 
$5.00;  Winifrede,  $5.00;  Falling  Rock  cannel, 
$6.50 ;  Linton  lump,  $3.75 ;'  Linton  egg,  $3.75 ; 
Hocking  Valley,  $4.75;  Luhrig,  $4.75;  Brazil 
block,  $4.50 ;  Gashouse  lump  coke,  $6.00 ;  Crushed 
gas  coke,  $6.50.  Bags  50c  a  ton  extra,  ground 
floor  or  dumped  in  cellar.  Bags,  75c  a  ton  extra 
carried  in  cellar.  Charge  for  chute,  25c  a  ton. 
Coke  bags,  60c ;  bags,  cellar,  80c. 


Reconsignment  Charge. 

Local  dealers  and  operators  have  received  notice 
from  the  Vandalia  railroad  that  hereafter  there 
will  be  a  reconsignment  charge  where  coal  is  re¬ 
consigned  from  one  point  to  another  in  Indiana. 
Under  the  old  rule  free  coal  could  be  consigned 
to  Indianapolis  and  if  no  buyers  were  found  here, 
it  could  be  reconsigned  to  Logansport-,  for  in¬ 
stance,  with  no  extra  charge.  Under  the  new 
rule,  which  other  roads  are  expected  to  follow, 
there  will  be  less  speculation  here  in  free  coal. 
The  operators  say  that  the  change  will  greatly 
benefit  the  trade. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

President  Mitchell  is  still  resting  at  Excelsior 
Springs,  Mo.,  but  he  is  expected  here  next  week. 

The  tellers  are  at  work  here  counting  the  vote 
for  national  officers  of  the  LTnited  Mine  Workers. 
They  will  not  finish  until  the  miners  meet  here 
in  national  convention. 

Amended  articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  for  the  American  Cannel  Coal  Company,  of 
Cannelton,  Ind.,  showing  that  a  reduction  of 
$50,000  in  its  capital  stock  has  been  authorized. 


The  McAlester  Fuel  Company  has  succeeded 
to  the  wholesale  coal  business  formerly  conducted 
by  the  Bunch  Coal  Company  of  Little  Rock,  Ark 
R.  H.  McNair,  formerly  manager  of  the  Bunch 
Coal  Company,  will  be  in  direct  charge  of  the 
Little  Rock  territory  as  division  sales  agent  with 
offices  at  Little  Rock. 


T.  D.  Scales,  president  of  the  Scales  Electri¬ 
cal  Coal  Company,  of  Booneville,  has  entered  the 
state  political  game  in  Indiana.  He  has  been 
elected  First  District  member  of  the  Democratic 
state  committee. 
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Minneapolis  Market. 


Dock  Prices  are  Reduced  to  Meet  Com¬ 
petition  of  the  Car  Ferry 
Coal. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  January  9. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Market  conditions  in  the  north¬ 
west  coal  trade  are  as  bad  as  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  be.  Nearly  every  railroad  entering  the 
Twin  Cities  is  carrying  on  track  anywhere  from 
fifty  to  five  hundred  loaded  cars  of  coal,  which 
are  under  demurrage,  and  which  are  being  sacri¬ 
ficed  to  move  them.  Prices  are  about  on  a  sum¬ 
mer  basis  for  coal  to  be  shipped,  while  new  low 
records  are  being  established  in  the  amount 
realized  from  coal  that  must  be  moved,  because 
it  is  under  car  service. 

The  week  has  been  pregnant  with  developments 
in  the  coal  trade.  One  of  the  most  significant 
announcements  was  a  reduction,  the  latter  part 
of  last  week  and  the  early  part  of  the  present 
week,  in  the  prices  for  dock  coal.  Hocking  and 
Youghiogheny  can  now  be  purchased  at  exactly 
the  same  price  as  they  could  on  April  1  of  last 
year  and  all  through  the  summer,  namely  $3.50 
for  lump  coal  and  other  grades  in  proportion. 

The  announcement  of  a  reduction  in  dock 
prices,  while  it  was  anticipated  in  some  quarters, 
has  caused  more  or  less  talk  in  coal  circles.  One 
of  the  substantial  reasons  for  this  reduction  is 
found  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  open 
winter  has  resulted  in  the  shipping  of  immense 
quantities  of  car  ferry  coal  from  the  Hocking 
Valley  and  Youghiogheny  fields  of  the  east  direct 
into  the  northwest.  There  has  been  no  interrup¬ 
tion  whatever  of  transportation,  cars  have  been 
plentiful  at  the  eastern  mines  and  this  coal  has 
been  coming  forward  via  Manistique  and  Manito¬ 
woc  in  increasing  quantities.  A  great  deal  of 
the  eastern  car  ferry  coal  has  been  in  box  cars 
and  it  has  been  offered  in  nearly  every  market 
where  the  docks  sell  their  product  at  much  lower 
figures  than  the  former  dock  price.  Large  inter¬ 
ests  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  necessarily  were 
obliged  to  take  into  consideration  this  competi¬ 
tion,  and  in  view  of  the  light  consumption  and 
mild  winter  they  reduced  the  prices  to  obtain 
as  much  tonnage  as  possible. 

Under  the  present  dock  price  Hocking  Valley 
lump  coal  is  sold  at  $4.40  f.  o.  b.  Minneapolis  and 
St.  Paul.  To  show  what  strong  competition  is 
being  offered  the  head  of  the  lakes  shippers,  and 
number  of  cars  of  Hocking  Valley  lump,  brought 
in  here  by  way  of  the  car  ferry,  can  be  pur¬ 
chase  at  $3.45@$3.90,  f.  o.  b.  Minneapolis.  The 
coal  offered  at  these  low  prices,  however,  is 
product  under  demurrage  and  the  shippers  are 
sacrificing  it  in  order  to  get  rid  of  it.  It  was 
reported  on  Tuesday  that  there  were  about  600 
cars  of  coal  at  Shoreham  on  the  Soo  line  in 
Minneapolis,  most  of  it  being  eastern  product 
brought  in  here  by  way  of  the  car  ferries.  For 
a  large  part  of  this  coal  there  is  no  market  at 
present  and  it  is  being  sold  for  what  it  will 
bring.  An  offer,  if  it  lets  the  shipper  out  with  a 
little  more  than  the  freight,  is  readily  accepted. 
At  $3.45  f.  o.  b.  Minneapolis,  at  which  price  con¬ 
siderable  Hocking  is  reported  to  have  changed 
hands,  the  shipping  companies  receive  90  cents 
net  at  the  mines  for  the  coal.  After  they  have 
paid  demurrage  expenses  and  cost  of  selling  the 
coal  there  is  not  much  left  for  them. 

Status  of  Car  Ferry  Trade. 

In  all  probability  the  car  ferry  trade  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  black  eye  for  the  next  year.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  very  heavy  losses  have  been 
sustained  on  nearly  every  grade  of  eastern  coal 
sold  in  this  market  and  moved  via  that  routing 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  Last  winter  condi¬ 
tions  were  just  the  reverse,  but  then  there  was 
real  winter  a  year  ago,  and  this  year  we  have 
not  had  even  a  poor  imitation  of  winter  in  the 
northwest. 

Probably  the  next  two  or  three  weeks  will  be 
required,  even  with  favorable  weather,  to  clean 
up  the  market  at  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul.  With 
a  continuance  of  mild  weather,  which  seems 
probable,  there  is  a  strong  possibility  that,  unless 
the  railroads  take  some  of  the  demurrage  coal 
on  track  here  now,  it  will  be  on  hand  April  1. 
Local  consumption  is  very  light  and  retail  yards 


are  as  well  stocked  with  coal  as  they  were  on 
September  1.  In  some  instances  they  are  better 
stocked.  Cleaning  up  of  all  the  surplus  coal  will, 
therefore,  come  very  slowly,  and  only  after  con¬ 
siderable  arduous  labor,  on  the  part  of  sales 
agents.  Any  coal  mined  at  east  of  the  Mississippi 
river  can  be  had  at  present  at  demurrage  prices, 
excepting,  of  course,  anthracite. 

The  Western  Coals. 

In  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  rail  trade  shippers 
are  not  in  as  bad  as  position  as  to  spot  coal  as 
eastern  shipping  companies.  This  is  probably  due 
to  the  fact  that,  in  the  past,  they  have  had  ex¬ 
perience  concerning  the  treachery  of  this  market, 
and  knowing  from  weather  conditions  just  what 
might  happen,  have  kept  away.  However,  no  one 
is  pretending  to  secure  much  better  than  summer 
prices  on  coal  for  shipment,  while  on  demurrage 
coal  they  are  doing  as  the  eastern  shippers,  tak¬ 
ing  what  they  can  get.  The  most  significant,  sale 
during  the  week  was  washed  nut  from  Illinois, 
said  to  have  been  Carterville  coal,  at  eighty  cents, 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  This  has  been  finally  cleaned 
up  and  there  is  no  likelihood  that  any  Illinois 
shipper  will  forward  any  more  of  this  grade  of 
coal,  unless  he  has  orders  on  hand  for  it.  Lump 
and  egg  from  southern  Illinois  have  been  kept 
at  home  and  are  not  offered  freely  except  for 
shipment  from  the  mine. 

Illinois  screenings  are  worse  than  going  beg¬ 
ging.  One  leading  railroad  has  thirty-two  cars 
on  its  line  from  southern  Illinois.  These  are  inch 
screenings,  and  last  week  they  were  offered  by 
the  railroad  for  the  freight.  This  week  part  of 
the  lot  still  remaining  was  offered  to  one  of  the 
largest  buyers  in  the  Twin  Cities  for  $1.75,  then 
for  $1.50  and  finally  for  $1.25.  The  freight  is 
$2.10,  besides  a  large  amount  of  demurrage.  The 
railroad  will  market  them  for  any  figure,  and  hold 
the  shipping  company  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
freight  on  the  coal.  This  is  about  as  good  an 
index  for  the  market  as  there  is,  so  far  as  screen¬ 
ings  are  concerned. 

Dock  companies  report  demand  for  anthracite 
as  increasing  somewhat,  with  more  orders  coming 
to  hand  within  the  last  few  days.  There  is  still 
a  prospect  of  a  shortage  of  nut  before  the  end 
of  the  alleged  winter  we  are  having,  although 
there  will  be  a  plentiful  supply  of  the  other 
sizes. 

Steam  demand  is  holding  steady,  but  is  not 
showing  much  increase.  There  will  be  some 
small  additional  tonnage  required  for  factories 
after  the  15th,  as  several  are  planning  to  operate 
at  that  time. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Northwestern  Retail 
Lumbermen’s  Association  will  be  held  in  Minne¬ 
apolis  next  week  commencing  January  15.  Tt  is 
expected  there  will  be  a  large  attendance. 

A  large  number  of  Chicago  coal  men  were 
in  Minneapolis  this  week  looking  after  their 
various  interests,  including  C.  J.  Johnson  of 
C.  W.  Johnson  &  Co.,  Harrv  Kunz  of  Hunter  W. 
Finch  &  Co.,  C.  C.  Smith  of  S.  C.  Schenck,  and 
P.  J.  Delaney  of  J.  T.  Hesser  &  Co. 


Big  Record  Is  Made. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  9. — The  Merchants’ 
Exchange  estimates  the  volume  of  business  in 
St.  Louis  for  1907  at  $1,000,000,000  of  which 
coal  sales,  at  wholesale,  constituted  $13,000,- 
000. 

W.  S.  McChesney,  Jr.,  president  of  the  Ter¬ 
minal  Railroad  Association,  stated  that  the  car 
interchange  at  St.  Louis  has  broken  all  records 
this  year.  Statements  by  months  are  being 
prepared.  This  report  signifies  that  the  freight 
tonnage  at  St.  Louis  is  greater  than  ever 
before. 


The  coal  delivered  at  St.  Louis  in  1907  from 
the  mines,  chiefly  in  Illinois,  was  valued  at 
about  $13,000,000  upon  its  arrival.  This  esti 
mate  was  made  by  one  of  the  largest  coal 
dealers,  without  regard  to  the  retail  price. 

“Even  when  the  bridge  and  switching  ar¬ 
bitrary  of  20  cents  per  ton  is  rncluded,”  said 
this  dealer,  “St.  Louis  has  the  cheapest  fuel  of 
any  center  in  the  United  States.  The  city  has 
exceptional  advantages  for  manufacturers.” 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  9 .—(Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.) — The  coal  man  seems  to  be  doomed  to 
continual  disappointment  this  year,  as  every  time 
he  begins  to  feel  hopeful  of  a  good  market  things 
seem  to  get  steadily  worse.  Every  one  had  the 
“dope”  figured  for  a  better  demand  after  the  first 
of  the  year,  but  instead  things  are  duller,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  than  ever.  The  one  consolation  of  the  coal 
man,  now,  as  that  things  are  so  dull  that  they  can¬ 
not  get  any  worse. 

A  number  of  mines  have  shut  down  awaiting 
better  prices,  and  a  large  number  are  only  run¬ 
ning  one  or  two  days  a  week.  The  fact  that 
the  railroads  have  been  very  strict  about  charging 
car  service  on  loaded  cars,  after  they  had  stood 
at  the  mine  twenty-four  hours,  has  done  a  good 
deal  to  cause  the  mines  to  shut  down  entirely. 
Prior  to  the  enforcement  of  this  charge  the 
mines  would  fill  their  siding  up  with  loaded  cars 
and  then  shut  down  until  they  got  the  coal  sold, 
if  it  took  them  a  week.  At  first  this  strict  en¬ 
forcement  of  car  service  at  the  mine  injured  the 
business,  as  it  made  more  coal  to  be  disposed  of 
at  reconsigning  points,  but  it  is  now  beneficial 
to  the  market,  as  it  is  causing  mines  to  shut  down 
that  would  otherwise  run  whenever  they  could. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  number  of  mines  are 
not  running,  there  is  a  superfluous  amount  of 
coal  on  the  market  and  coal  is  continually  being 
sold  below  cost. 

Lump  coal  of  all  descriptions,  both  high  and 
low  grade,  is  a  drug  on  the  market,  there  being 
no  steam  business  on  account  of  the  manufac¬ 
tures  being  shut  down  and  absolutely  no  domes- 
tis  business,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  warm  as 
to  hardly  warrant  one  to  wear  an  overcoat. 
Screenings  are  in  good  demand  and  are  bring¬ 
ing  good  prices,  but  the  price  on  lump  is  so  low 
that  in  spite  of  this  fact  there  is  no  profit  in  oper¬ 
ating  at  present.  Current  prices  are  as  follows, 
f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52;  mine-run,  $1.37;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.27;  nut  and  pea,  $1.02;  2-inch  screen¬ 
ings,  97  cents ;  Y~ inch  slack,  72  cents. 

Staunton  or  Mt.  Olive — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.52;  3-inch  nut,  $1.27. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12 ;  3-inch  nut.  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump  and  egg,  $2.37 ;  2-inch  lump,  $2.22 ;  2-inch 
nut,  $2.02;  mine-run,  $1.62;  screenings,  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Republic  Iron  &  Steel  Company  is  run¬ 
ning  spasmodically  now  but  short  handed. 

Edward  Yoch  of  the  International  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Company  is  in  Chicago  now  on  business. 

The  National  Stamping  and  Enameling  Com¬ 
pany,  after  running  a  few  days,  has  shut  down 
again  indefinitely. 

Bryan  G.  Tighe,  vice  president  of  the  Bickett 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  was  in  town  today  but 
will  return  to  Chicago  tonight  accompanied  by 
Mike  Joyce,  who  represents  the  Bickett  Company 
here. 

W.  Oexner  of  the  Bellville  &  O’Fallon  Coal  & 
Mining  Company,  was  in  town  today  and  reports 
that  he  is  shut  down  on  account  of  having  trouble 
with  the  miners.  He  states  that  he  does  not  care 
if  they  never  go  to  work  if  the  market  does  not 
improve.  Mr.  Oexner  operates  the  Massie  and 
Humbolt  mines  on  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railway,  and  his  output  is  taken  care  of  by  the 
St.  Louis  Coal  Company. 

A  meeting  of  the  operators  of  districts  5  and  9 
of  Illinois  was  held  in  the  Mercantile  Club  here 
on  January  4.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was 
to  form  a  new  organization  of  these  two  districts 
and  get  all  of  the  mine  operators  in  it;  particu¬ 
larly  those  who  are  not  members  of  the  Illinois 
Operators’  Association.  Twenty-seven  operating 
firms  were  represented  at  this  first  meeting  and 
steps  were  taken  to  form  a  permanent  organiza¬ 
tion  and  another  meeting  was  decided  to  be  held 
at  the  Bellville  Commercial  Club  in  Bellville,  Ill., 
on  January  18.  This  organization  will  not  in¬ 
terfere  in  any  way  with  the  Illinois  Operators’ 
Association,  as  a  great  many  members  of  the  new 
organization  are  also  members  of  the  Illinois 
Operators’  Association. 
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Louisville  Trade. 

Buying  by  the  Railroads  is  Stopped  and 
the  Coal  Business  is  Flat¬ 
tened  Out. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  January  9. — ■  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Like  a  bolt  out  of  a  clear  sky,  the 
purchasing  department  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  this  week  sent  a  notice  to  all 
operators,  who  had  been  shipping  them  company 
coal  without  having  annual  contracts  therefor, 
to  discontinue.  The  purchasing  department  of 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  this  year  contracted 
for  about  sixty  per  cent  of  the  road’s  fuel  re¬ 
quirements,  which  amount  to  approximately 
2,000,000  tons  per  annum.  Heretofore  the  road 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  contracting  for  about 
thirty  per  cent,  but  fearing  a  repetition  of  the 
violent  rise,  which  occurred  during  the  fall  of 
1906,  and  which  made  it  extremely  difficult  for 
the  road  to  secure  enough  coal  to  run  its  locomo¬ 
tives.  the  purchasing  department,  this  year,  prac¬ 
tically  doubled  the  amount  of  contract  coal. 
When  the  market  recently  slumped  away,  the 
road  made  most  liberal  efforts  to  receive,  not  only 
the  entire  tonnage  contracted  for,  but  the  sur¬ 
plus  of  coal  of  all  other  operators,  who  had  no 
place  to  put  same.  In  a  few  brief  weeks,  the 
chutes  at  most  of  its  coaling  stations  were  piled 
high  with  coal,  as  it  is  stated  that,  during  this 
period,  more  than  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
entire  production  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
mines  was  shipped  to  the  company. 

The  stoppage  of  this  shipment  took  the  breath 
away  from  most  operators  and  revealed  for  the 
first  time  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  market. 
At  present  more  than  one  half  of  all  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  mines  are  completely  closed 
down  and  -  the  remainder  are  soliciting  orders 
at  anything  above  cost  of  production  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  run.  There  is  also  heard  consid¬ 
erable  talk  of  cutting  the  price  of  mine-run. 
which  never  before  in  recent  years  has  declined 
below  the  figure  set  by  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  road  for  fuel  coal.  This  figure  at  present  is 
$1.10  per  ton.  Several  operators,  however,  have 
declared  their  intention  of  marketing  their  coal 
at  any  price  above  90  cents,  which  they  could 
obtain  and  cutting  their  miners  in  proportion. 

The  recent  history  reveals  a  lack  of  co-opera¬ 
tion  among  the  coal  operators  of  the  Kentucky- 
Tennessee  district.  While  the  Kanawha  opera¬ 
tors  are  now  issuing  circulars  at  prices  in  some 
instances  slightly  higher  tlian  those  issued  thirty 
days  ago,  the  Kentucky-Tennessee  operators  are 
quoting  lump  coal  at  anywhere  from  $1.50  to  $2.50 
f.  o.  b.  mines  and  nut  and  slack  at  anywhere  from 
25  cents  to  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  mines.  It  is  reported 
that  Southern  railway  mine-run  has  been  sold 
in  Georgia  on  the  basis  of  50  cents  per  ton  f.  o. 
b.  mines,  and  that  orders  have  been  solicited  at 
75  cents  per  ton.  During  the  week,  however, 
there  has  been  comparatively  little  coal  on  de¬ 
murrage  in  any  of  the  southern  centers,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  operators  are,  at  last,  adapting 
themselves  to  the  new  conditions  and  are  restrain¬ 
ing  their  desire  to  force  coal  on  an  unwilling 
market. 

The  situation  in  western  Kentucky  is  consid¬ 
erably  better  than  in  eastern  Kentucky,  and  most 
of  the  mines  are  running  at  full  capacity,  al¬ 
though  the  market  is  soft.  The  strike  in  Web¬ 
ster,  Crittenden  and  adjoining  counties  is  having 
little  effect  on  the  tonnage  of  the  district.  A 
slight  improvement  may  be  noted  in  the  demand 
for  nut  and  slack,  owing  to  the  resumption  of  a 
number  of  plants,  which  were  closed  down  for 
stock  taking  and  a  number  of  cotton  mills  which 
have,  at  least  tentatively,  resumed. 

The  retail  market  in  Louisville  and  many  other 
southern  cities  has  remained  decidedly  weak,  al¬ 
though  a  touch  of  real  winter  weather  seems 
finally  to  have  arrived.  Prices  remain  unchanged. 

Personal  Mention. 

A.  C.  Blowers,  of  Pineville,  president  of  the 
Coalport  Coal  Company,  was  in  the  city  during 
the  week  and  left  for  Chicago,  where  he  has  busi¬ 
ness  connections. 

F.  G.  Tice,  of  the  Peacock-Jellico  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  has  returned  to  his  home  in  Lexington 
from  a  visit  to  his  mines  on  the  Cumberland 
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Valley  division  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railroad. 

Edward  Blake,  president  of  the  Black  Bear 
Coal  Company,  was  a  Louisville  visitor  during 
the  week.  Mr.  Blake  seldom  experiences  a  short¬ 
age  of  orders  and  does  not  worry  about  the  pres¬ 
ent  depression. 

Otis  Mouser,  sales  manager  of  the<  Stonega 
Coke  &  Coal  Company,  was  in  the  city  during 
the  week.  Mr.  Mouser,  who  is  a  broad-guage 
coke  and  coal  man,  sees  reason  for  a  better  turn 
in  the  market,  especially  for  coke.  He  left  Louis¬ 
ville  for  Nashville,  where  his  company  has  a  con¬ 
siderable  trade. 

Harvey  Ingles,  of  Pineville,  who  recently  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  Left  Fork  Coal  Company 
to  the  Whitfield  Bros,  of  Alabama  for  a  hand¬ 
some  sum,  has  just  returned  from  a  month’s  trip 
to  Cuba.  Mr.  Ingles  was  jointly  interested  in 
the  Left  Fork  Coal  Company  with  C.  W.  Metcalf, 
of  Pineville.  These  two  gentlemen  plan  to  start 
a  new  bank  at  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  and  prospects 
for  a  successful  venture  are  bright. 

Coal  men  are  particularly  interested  in  the 
action  of  the  January  Grand  Jury  at  Atlanta. 
Judge  Pendleton  charged  the  Grand  Jury  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  prosecution  of  clubs  violating  the  pro¬ 
hibition  law  when  members  give  drinks  to  non¬ 
members.  The  court  construed  the  law  allowing 
club  members  to  keep. liquors  in  their  lockers,  by 
declaring  that  they  did  not  have  the  further  right 
of  serving  this  liquor  to  non-members.  John  M. 
Green,  one  of  the  best  known  coal  men  in  the 
south,  is  foreman  of  the  grand  jury,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  enforce  the  court’s  instructions. 

The  Snead  &  Meguire  Coal  Company  was  in¬ 
corporated  during  the  week,  taking  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  Snead  &  Meguire.  The  authorized  capi¬ 
tal  is  $50,000,  of  which  $20,000  has  been  sub¬ 
scribed.  The  officers  are  K.  U.  Meguire.  presi¬ 
dent;  F.  F.  Snead,  general  manager;  Karl  Jung- 
hluth,  Jr.,  vice  president,  and  Bernard  Wise,  sec¬ 
retary-treasurer.  Mr.  Jungbluth  was,  until  re¬ 
cently,  manager  of  sales  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel 
Company  with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati  and 
is  an  experienced  coke  and  coal  man.  He  will 
have  headquarters  at  Louisville  and  will  also  be 
on  the  road.  Mr.  Snead  will  continue  to  make 
his  headouarters  at  Middlesboro,  and  Mr.  Me¬ 
guire  will  spend  most  of  his  time  in  Louisville. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  January  9. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)  The  new  year  came  in  gentle  as  a 
lamb — no  snow,  wind  or  cold  weather,  and  the 
same  kind  of  weather  has  continued.  It  seems 
as  though  the  weather  man  is  even  afraid  to  pre¬ 
dict  a  storm.  Most  of  the  mines  continue  to  work 
full  time  and  dealers,  industries  and  railroads  are 
all  jam  full  of  coal. 

The  coal  business  for  the  next  few  months 
certainly  does  not  look  very  rosy,  but  despite  this 
fact  new  mines  are  being  opened  up,  some  of 
which  will  be  large  producers.  These  new  mines 
are  mostly  located  in  the  lignite  districts  north 
of  Denver.  Boulder  county  alone  showed  a  gain 
in  tonnage  in  1907  over  1906  of  over  600,000  tons. 
The  sugar  factories  are*  still  running  full  time  and 
are  consuming  a  large  daily  tonnage  of  coal. 
They  will  all  probably  complete  their  run  about 
February  1.  Very  few  orders  are  coming  in 
from  Kansas  and  Nebraska  for  either  lignite  or 
bituminous. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

W.  B.  Lewis,  general  manager  of  the  South 
Canon  Coal  Company,  has  returned  to  Denver 
from  a  business  trip  to  New  York. 

The  Denver  Post  is  again  in  the  retail  coal 
business,  and  is  selling  lignite  lump  at  $3.95  ton 
delivered,  against  the  regular  price  of  $5.00. 

F.  P.  Dillinger,  sales  agent  for  the  Colorado  Fuel 
&  Iron  Company  in  the  northwest  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Butte,  Montana,  spent  the  week  in 
Denver. 

T.  J.  Flvnn,  of  Flynn  &  Ceif,  coal  dealers  in 
San  Francisco,  has  been  visiting  the  different 
coal  camps  in  Colorado,  and  expects  to  ship 
Colorado  coal  to  the  coast. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  January  9. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  men  are  still  living  in 
hopes  of  an  improvement  in  local  conditions  as 
soon  as  genuine  winter  weather  sets  in,  which,  it 
is  argued,  can  not  be  far  away.  There  is  a 
slight  improvement  over  conditions  of  a  week 
ago,  but  it  is  far  from  booming  yet.  A  number 
of  factories,  which  had  closed  down  temporarily 
for  repairs,  are  again  opening  their  doors,  while 
a  number  of  others  that  have  been  running  low 
are  increasing  their  working  forces,  all  of  which 
has  given  some  strength  to  small  coal. 

The  domestic  demand,  however,  is  exceptionally 
low  for  this  season  of  the  year.  The  warm 
weather  which  has  thus  far  prevailed  is  directly 
responsible  for  the  present  quietness  along  this 
line,  although  other  influences  have  contributed  to 
bring  it  about.  Early  in  the  fall,  when  it  seemed 
impossible  to  supply  the  demand  for  cars,  the 
newspapers  gave  the  widest  possible  publicity  to 
the  condition  and  predictions  of  car  shortages, 
and  coal  famines  for  this  winter  were  persistent. 
The  result  was  that  goodly  supplies  were  laid  in 
by  nearly  all  the  retailers  early  in  the  season, 
through  their  fear  of  inability  to  obtain  sufficient 
quantities,  when  needed,  and  there  is  still  on 
hand  much  coal  of  the  earlier  shipments,  with  a 
small  demand  from  consumers  to  diminish  the 
supply.  The  stocks  are  not  large  for  a  season 
of  severe  weather,  and  a  few  days  of  old  fash¬ 
ioned  winter  would  make  a  great  change. 

Prices  have  remained  unchanged  since  the  first 
of  the  month,  and  while  there  has  been  some  cut¬ 
ting  below  circular  quotations,  it  has  been  mostly 
on  consigned  coal.  Local  dealers  are  firm  in 
the  belief  that  the  bottom  has  been  reached  for 
some  time  at  least,  and  that  all  that  is  lacking 
now  is  a  spell  of  normal  winter  weather. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

James  DeWolfe,  local  manager  of  the  New 
Pittsburg  Coal  Company,  was  called  to  Colum¬ 
bus  on  business  Monday. 

H.  J.  Booth,  general  coal  and  ore  agent  of 
the  Wabash-Wheeling  railways  east  of  Toledo, 
was  in  the  city  on  business  Monday. 

The  Middle  Creek  Coal  Company  reports  that 
its  new  mines  at  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky,  are 
now  being  successfully  operated,  with  a  daily 
output  of  about  200  tons,  for  which  the  company 
is  finding  a  ready  market. 

William  J.  Gebhard,  of  Detroit,  manager  of 
the  Luhrig  Coal  Company,  stopped  off  for  a 
short  time  this  week,  on  his  return  to  his  home 
from  Cincinnati,  whither  he  had  been  called  on 
business. 

George  W.  Gaghan,  a  Toledo  coal  operator, 
who  for  some  time  has  been  spending  most  of 
his  time  at  the  mines  at  Bradley,  W.  Va.,  is 
spending  a  few  days  with  his  family  and  friends 
here.  A  mild  case  of  the  grip  is  detracting  some¬ 
what  from  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion. 

I.  W.  Copelin,  the  well  known  coal  man  and 
traveler,  will  leave  here  tomorrow  for  a  pleasure 
tour  through  the  West  Indies  and  South  Amer¬ 
ica.  His  present  plans  contemplate  sailing  from 
either  Philadelphia  or  New  York  some  time  next 
week.  The  tour  will  comprise  a  visit  to  Jamaica, 
Venezuela,  Colombia,  S.  A.,  Costa  Rica,  Nica¬ 
ragua,  Honduras  and  Salvador.  Some  time  will 
be  spent  at  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  and  a  visit  to 
the  scene  of  the  proposed  Nicaragua  canal  will 
be  paid.  A  stop  will  be  made  at  Managua  and 
Guatamala  City,  and  perhaps  the  new  Panama 
canal  will  be  visited.  The  trip  has  been  planned 
to  cover  points  not  visited  before  by  Mr.  Cope¬ 
lin  on  former  trips  through  that  section.  Mr. 
Copeland  has  visited  nearly  every  country  in  the 
world  during  his  pleasure  excursions  and  has 
several  times  been  around  the  globe.  One  of 
the  most  interesting  collections  of  photographs 
in  the  country  belongs  to  him,  and  shows  photo¬ 
graphic  reproductions  taken  by  himself,  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  points  of  interest  visited  during  his 
travels,  in  every  part  of  the  world.  He  will  re¬ 
turn  from  the  present  trip  by  way  of  Mexico, 
perhaps  about  the  first  of  May. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 


Industrial  Concerns  are  Resuming  Act¬ 
ivity  and  the  Outlook  is 
Brighter. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  January  9. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  a  decided  change  in  tone 
here  respecting  both  the  steam  and  domestic 
markets.  Optimism  is  expressed  on  all  sides. 
Resumption  of  industrial  activity  here  and 
there,  all  through  this  vicinity,  is  having  al¬ 
ready  a  beneficial  influence. 

Retailers  say  that  business  is  holding  up 
well.  In  spite  of  the  competition  in  the  form 
of  natural  gas  here,  the  biggest  dealers  report 
healthy  gains  for  1907.  Their  plans  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  are  somewhat  unsettled,  however,  because 
of  pending  legislation  to  provide  the  city  with 
still  more  natural  gas  through  a  big  holding 
company. 

About  fifty  per  cent  of  the  mines  in  the  No. 
8  district  are  closed  down  at  present,  and  in 
the  Massillon  district  practically  all  of  the 
mines  are  at  a  standstill,  but  prices  are  hold¬ 
ing  up.  The  feature  just  now  is  slack,  which 
is  in  good  demand,  and  in  all  grades  is  bring¬ 
ing  SO  cents.  One  firm  was  unable  to  get  a 
car  at  that  figure  yesterday. 

The  only  depressing  influence  was  cancella¬ 
tion  of  fuel  orders  by  railroads.  Various  sys¬ 
tems  have  been  stocking  up  in  preparing  for 
the  winter,  and  within  the  past  few  days  have 
determined  that  the  supply  on  hand  is  about 
sufficient,  for  a  time  at  least.  One  big  coal  op¬ 
erator  here  had  a  sweeping  cancellation  from 
Michigan  railroads.  The  belief  is  that  it  will 
not  be  long  until  industries  and  railroads  will 
again  be  in  the  market  on  the  basis  of  old  con¬ 
tracts  and  take  nearly  as  much  as  they  did  in 
October. 

Prices  f.  o.  b.  mines  are  ranging  as  follows 
here:  Pittsburg — Slack,  80  cents;  run-of-mine, 
$1.30;  $1-40;  lj^-inch  lump,  $1.50.  No. 

8 — slack,  80  cents;  run-of-mine,  $1.10;  J^-inch, 
$1.20;  lj^-inch  lump,  $1.30.  Cambridge — Slack, 
80  cents;  run-of-mine,  $1.10;  ?4-inch,  $1.30; 
lRj-inch  lump,  $1.30.  Massillon — Slack,  80 
cents;  lump,  $2.50;  nut,  $2.50. 


Industrial  News. 

Many  concerns  in  this  locality  are  resuming 
in  a  limited  way.  There  is  no  great  rush  to 
re-employ  men,  but  old  employes  are  being 
taken  back  as  orders  justify.  The  orders  are 
coming  in,  too,  much  more  readily.  Traffic  of¬ 
ficials  of  railroads  make  the  statement  that  the 
movement  of  freight  is  showing  an  increase. 

It  is  officially  announced,  by  the  National 
Metal  Trades  Association  branch  here,  that 
plants  are  now  running  from-  thirty-three  to 
sixty-five  per  cent  of  normal.  In  a  few  cases 
they  are  running  normal. 

The  American  Steel  &  Wire  Company  put 
500  men  back  to  work  on  Monday.  Two  inde¬ 
pendent  mills,  the  Union  and  Empire,  will  start 
up  next  Monday.  The  thirty-five  inch  bloom¬ 
ing  mill  of  the  big  steel  plant  started  up  this 
week.  The  Otis  Steel  Company  and  the  Vari¬ 
ety  Iron  Works  are  still  running  normal.  They 
have  not  laid  off  any  men.  The  Cleveland  Steel 
Cqmpany  and  the  river  furnace  of  the  Upson 
Nut  Company  have  resumed  since  January  1. 


The  Lake  Traffic. 

According  to  figures  compiled  here,  the 
movement  of  coal  by  lake,  not  including  De¬ 
cember,  was  14,946,071  tons.  That  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  twenty-one  per  cent  over  the  move¬ 
ment  for  the  same  period  in  1906.  The  fleet 
in  1907  carried  something  over  15,000,000  tons 
of  coal.  In  December,  for  a  few  days,  ship¬ 
ments  were  very  heavy. 

Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  coal  was  shipped 
to  Lake  Superior  ports.  About  eighty  per  cent 
of  the  coal  that  passed  through  the  Soo  canals 
was  received  at  ports  at  the  head  of  the  lakes. 
Milwaukee  leads  all  the  Lake  Michigan  ports 
in  receipts,  and  next  to  Superior  is  the  largest 
coal  receiving  port  on  the  lakes.  Within  the 


last  season  this  port  received  about  4,100,000 
tons  of  coal. 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  on  Lake  Su¬ 
perior  were  1,505,668  tons  and  the  bituminous 
receipts  were  7,728,255  tons.  The  former  shows 
an  increase  of  forty-nine  per  cent  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  twenty-eight  per  cent.  The  stocks  of  both 
bituminous  and  anthracite  are  believed  here  to 
be  ample  for  the  period  which  will  intervene 
between  now  and  the  opening  of  navigation. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

A  coal  man  from  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  in  town 
this  week,  said  that  however  much  other  in¬ 
dustries  may  have  been  affected  by  financial 
depression  there  is  no  indication  of  any  let-up 
in  the  anthracite  trade.  Operators  throughout 
that  region  say  they  are  not  looking  for  any 
depression,  either.  The  operators  say  they  ex¬ 
pect  the  present  steady  demand  to  be  main¬ 
tained  for  at  least  four  months  more. 

I.  C.  Goff,  president  of  the  Goff-Kirby  Com¬ 
pany,  says  the  weather  this  winter  is  not  bad 
for  the  retail  trade.  He  rather  thinks  it  ideal 
because  it  has  been  possible  to  fill  orders  sat¬ 
isfactorily  without  any  great  rush  or  over-tax¬ 
ing.  The  average  daily  temperature  for  No¬ 
vember  was  one  degree  lower  than  for  last 
year,  and  only  one  degree  higher  in  Decem¬ 
ber  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  Mr.  Goff  says 
coal  men  sometimes,  like  the  public  generally, 
think  there  is  no  winter  unless  there  are  blus¬ 
tery,  snowy  days. 

The  Builders’  Exchange  here  and  City  Smoke 
Inspector  Krause  are  formulating  a  law  that 
will  empower  Cleveland  to  appoint  a  force  of 
boiler  inspectors.  Mr.  Krause  estimates  that 
2,500  high  pressure  boilers  in  this  city  are  in 
need  of  municipal  inspection.  The  assembly 
will  be  urged  to  pass  such  a  measure,  this 
month.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  builders  to 
also  strengthen  the  smoke  inspection  statute, 
to  define  more  minutely  what  constitutes  a 
nuisance  and  to  make  prosecutions  more  easy. 
Back  of  all  this  is  said  to  be  a  vigorous  anti¬ 
smoke  campaign. 

The  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  Coal  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  retailing  firms  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  handling  fifteen  different  kinds 
of  coal,  and  with  nine  yards  in  Cleveland, 
shows  a  gain  of  eleven  per  cent  in  net  busi¬ 
ness  last  year  over  the  year  before,  despite  in¬ 
roads  of  natural  gas.  J.  L.  Good,  general  sales 
agent  of  this  firm,  and  also  of  the  Pittsburg  & 
Buffalo  Company,  says  that  the  latter  firm 
shows  a  gain  of  seven  per  cent  net  over  the 
previous  year,  despite  falling  off  in  orders  in 
November  and  December,  due  to  shutting 
down  of  industries.  “I  have  just  received  ad¬ 
vices,”  said  Mr.  Good  yesterday,  “that  twenty 
per  cent  of  the  tin  mills  have  resumed  opera¬ 
tion,  that  Pittsburgh  banks  are  again  on  a 
cash  basis  and  that  Cleveland  will  be  on  a  cash 
basis  by  January  15.  I  would  say  from  the 
way  things  are  starting  off  that  it  is  at  the 
present  ratio  coal  business  for  1908  will  exceed 
that  of  1907.” 


Asks  for  Receiver. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  8. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  Raeburn-Gartner  Company, 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  dealers,  No.  1300  F 
street,  Northwest,  this  city,  has  asked  for  a 
receiver,  that  the  affairs  of  the  company  may 
be  wound  up.  The  courts  have  appointed  W. 
G.  McCormack,  president  of  the  company,  as 
temporary  receiver.  The  Raeburn-Gartner 
Company  was  incorporated  some  years  ago 
with  a  capital  of  $75,000.  Of  this,  $40,000  has 
been  paid  in.  The  liabilities  of  the  company 
are  $24,514.94,  while  the  assets  are  placed  at 
over  $50,000,  so  that  the  creditors  are  pretty 
sure  to  get  paid  in  full.  Most  of  the  indebt¬ 
edness  of  the  company  is  for  coal  purchased 
from  various  mining  companies  and  jobbers  in 
the  east,  the  company  doing  a  large  business 
in  both  anthracite  and  bituminous.  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  company,  it  is  said,  found  that  the 
company  was  not  making  money,  and  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  stockholders  and  creditors  and  from 
further  loss  a  receivership  was  asked  for,  so 
that  the  affairs  of  the  corporation  could  be 
wound  up. 


Kansas  City  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  January  9. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Warm  weather  still  continues  in 
this  district  with  exasperating  persistency.  As 
a  result  trade  in  coal  for  retail  consumption  is  not 
as  heavy  as  dealers  would  like  to  see  it.  How¬ 
ever,  the  steam  business  is  steadily  increasing, 
due  to  the  fact  that  all  of  the  large  factories 
are  increasing  their  output  and  more  and  more 
are  abandoning  natural  gas. 


New  Washery. 

A  large  plant  for  the  washing  of  slack  is  being 
constructed  near  camp  No.  19  of  the  Wear  Coal 
Company,  about  one  mile  northeast  of  Dunkirk, 
Kansas.  • 

The  industry  is  an  entirely  new  one  for  this 
coal  district  and  promises  to  make  an  entire 
change  in  the  handling  of  slack  from  the  mines 
of  at  least  three  of  the  large  coal  companies 
operating  in  this  district. 

Those  interested  in  the  new  industry  are  the 
Western  Coal  Mining  Company,  Wear  Coal 
Company  and  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  new  plant  when  completed  will  have  a 
capacity  of  handling  1,500  tons  of  slack  during 
a  day’s  run  and  will  employ  about  fifty  men. 

In  construction  the  plant  is  quite  similar  to 
those  in  operation  in  the  Illinois  and  eastern  coal 
fields.  Water  pressure  through  a  system  of 
jigs,  quite  similar  to  those  used  in  the  zinc 
fields,  and  a  system  of  shakers,  will  force  out  all 
of  the  dirt  and  dust  from  the  slack,  which  will 
then  be  divided  into  a  grade  of  nut  coal  and 
slack. 


News  in  Brief. 

Prices  on  all  coal  remained  steady  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  last  week. 

Commencing  with  the  new  year  the  Crowe 
Coal  Company  will  grant  their  shot  firers  an  in¬ 
crease  in  their  pay.  The  increase  is  a  fulfillment 
of  a  promise  made  to  shot  firers  several  months 
ago  with  the  object  of  securing  good  men  and 
holding  them  at  their  mines.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  the  shot  firers  were  receiving  $4.50  per 
day,  and  an  agreement  will  probably  be  reached 
on  an  increase  of  50  cents  per  day. 

Not  for  years  have  the  mines  of  Osage  county, 
Kan.,  been  so  busy  as  they  are  at  present.  Hardly 
miners  enough  can  be  found  to  carry  on  the 
work.  And  the  wages  paid,  too,  are  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  the  men.  There  is  a  great  demand 
for  coal  all  over  central  and  western  Kansas 
and  Oklahoma,  and  the  work  at  the  mines  is 
being  pushed.  The  sole  drawback  is  the  scarcity 
of  cars.  Business  is  so  good  with  the  Santa  Fe 
that  they  are  unable  to  furnish  enough  cars. 

R.  S.  Church,  of  South  McAlester,  Okla.,  has 
been  appointed  assistant  commissioner  of  the 
Southwest  Coal  Operators’  Association,  to  assist 
Commissioner  Bennett  Brown.  Mr.  Church  will 
attend  to  all  the  minor  grievances  which  may 
arise  in  the  Oklahoma-Arkansas  district  between 
operators  and  miners,  and  when  conditions  as¬ 
sume  a  serious  aspect  Bennett  Brown  will  take 
command  and  fight  the  good  fight.  The  object 
in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Church  is  to  avoid 
the  going  to  Fort  Smith  and  into  that  district 
of  Mr.  Brown  upon  trivial  matters. 


Coal  Men  Acquitted 

Denver,  Colo.,  January  9. — Eleven  men  were 
acquitted  in  the  federal  court  in  Denver  re¬ 
cently  by  Judge  Lewis  of  the  charge  of  alleged 
land  frauds  in  connection  with  the  coal  lands. 
The  men  were  indicted  recently  by  the  grand 
jury.  Those  who  were  acquitted  were  Charles 
M.  Freeman,  Edward  Biggs,  W.  W.  Mossman, 
John  A.  McGinnity,  Charles  E.  McPhee,  Alex¬ 
ander  Sullenberger,  James  F.  Hapther,  Ellis  M. 
Hampton,  E.  K.  Caldwell,  Robert  Sloan,  Adol¬ 
phus  M.  Taylor. 

Judge  Lewis  quashed  the  indictments  against 
all  these  men  in  the  lumber,  timber  and  coal 
mine  cases  and  announced  that  he  would  do  the 
same  in  a  number  of  other  cases  that  will  be 
called  in  a  few  days. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Resumption  of  Mill  Activities  Will  Soon 
Have  An  Influence  Upon  the 
Market. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  January  9. 

Little  change  in  the  local  situation  has  been 
noted  during  the  past  week,  although  business 
in  some  respects  has  brightened  up  somewhat. 
The  demand  for  all  kinds  of  coal  is  considered 
rather  light,  but  it  is  noted  that  it  is  steadily 
increasing.  The  greatest  increase  noted  is  in 
the  consumption  of  house  coal,  for  which  there 
is  an  excellent  retail  demand. 

There  have  been  a  large  number  of  mills  re¬ 
suming  operations  since  the  first  of  the  month, 
and  as  soon  as  the  generally  large  supplies  of 
coal  and  coke  that  these  mills  accumulated  for 
an  emergency  have  been  reduced  to  a  certain 
stage,  there  is  sure  to  be  a  large  increase  in  the 
demand  for  Pittsburgh  steam  coal. 

Prices  remain  the  same,  but  are  being  held 
very  steady,  with  little  chance  of  any  further 
falling  off.  It  was  feared  for  several  weeks 
that  another  cut  would  be  necessary,  but  all 
danger  of  this  has  been  passed  for  the  present 
at  least.  Three-inch  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.60@ 
1.70;  1^4-inch  lump  at  $1.35@1.45;  lump 

at  $1.25@1.30;  mine-run,  $1.15@1.20;  and  slack 
at  45@55c,  all  f.  o.  b.  mines.  There  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  operators  who  are  holding  their  prices 
a  trifle  higher  than  these,  however,  but  they  are 
not  general. 

The  coke  market  continues  weak,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  is  considered  fairly  steady.  There 
are  quite  a  few  inquiries  being  received  at  the 
present  time,  but  no  contracts  or  orders  of  any 
importance  are  being  placed  on  account  of  the 
unsteady  condition  of  the  market.  Furnace  coke 
on  contract  is  quoted  at  $2.25,  but  large  quanti¬ 
ties  may  be  obtained  on  prompt  shipment  at 
and  around  $2.00.  Foundry  coke  ranges  from 
$2.75  to  $3.00  on  contract,  while  it  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  at  $2.65  to  $2.75  for  prompt  shipment. 

The  output  is  far  below  the  standard  for  this 
time  of  the  year,  but  this  will  probably  show  con¬ 
siderable  increase  within  the  next  few  weeks, 
as  many  ovens  that  had  either  been  banked  or 
blown  out  have  been  started  during  the  past 
week  or  so,  and  will  again  be  producing  their 
full  capacity  within  another  week.  Last  week 
showed  a  small  increase  over  the  shipments  of 
the  previous  week,  although  there  was  very  little 
change  in  the  total  production  of  the  ovens  in 
blast. 

When  several  thousand  ovens  were  banked 
some  weeks  ago,  a  large  number  of  foreigners 
were  thrown  out  of  employment,  many  of  whom 
left  the  coke  regions,  and  now  that  the  operators 
of  the  ovens  have  decided  to  resume,  there  is  a 
serious  scarcity  of  men  to  charge  and  draw  the 
ovens. 


Cleaning  Up  Wreckage. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  is  making  rapid 
progress  in  cleaning  up  the  wreckage  at  the 
Darr  mine,  which  was  the  scene  of  the  terrible 
explosion  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  entries  are 
now  in  fairly  good  shape,  and  work  has  been 
started  on  the  outside  of  the  mine  at  the  en¬ 
trance.  It  is  thought  that  all  will  be  in  perfect 
condition  within  a  month,  but  it  is  doubtful 
if  the  mine  will  be  started  again  before  spring. 
The  interior,  in  the  immediate  vicinitv  of  the 
explosion,  is  badly  damaged,  and  is  not  even 
yet  considered  safe  by  any  means.  The  damage 
to  the  entire  interior  will  hardly,  however,  ex¬ 
ceed  $100,000  or  $150,000. 


Renewing  Contracts. 

The  large  local  coal  companies  are  feeling  a  lit¬ 
tle  uneasy  about  the  many  large  contracts  that  will 
expire  on  and  around  the  first  of  April.  There 
is  so  much  uncertainty  as  to  the  prices  for  the 
coming  year  that  the  large  users  are  feeling  a 
little  shaky  about  binding  themselves  to  any 
contract  price  until  matters  assume  a  more  defi¬ 
nite  shape  and  become  more  settled.  For  this 


reason  it  will  probably  be  at  least  a  month  later 
than  usual  before  the  contracts  are  closed. 


News  in  Brief 

Governor  Dawson  of  West  Virginia  has  called 
a  special  session  of  the  legislature  of  that  state, 
the  principal  reason  for  this  action  being  the 
recent  Monongah  mine  disaster.  Mine  regula¬ 
tions  will  be  the  principal  question  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  special  session  of  the  body. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  will  be  held  next  Wednesday,  January 
15,  at  the  general  offices  of  the  company,  in 
Pittsburgh. 

The  Struthers  Coal  •  &  Coke  Company,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  will  hold  the  annual  meeting  at  the  gen¬ 
eral  offices  of  the  company  in  this  city  on 
January  21,  at  which  a  board  of  directors  will 
be  elected  and  such  other  business  as  may  come 
before  the  meeting  will  be  attended  to. 

The  Kendalia  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Wheel¬ 
ing,  W.  Va.,  has  been  incorporated  with  an 
authorized  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  of  the  new  concern  are  E.  L.  Per¬ 
kins,  E.  C.  Perkins,  A.  S.  Beel,  O.  H.  Werder 
and  M.  W.  Longley,  all  of  Wheeling.  The  new 
company  has  large  holdings  in  the  Wheeling 
district,  and  will  open  operations  at  once. 

The  Darr  Mine  Relief  Commission,  which  has 
been  organized  at  Pittsburgh,  held  a  short  ses¬ 
sion  this  week  at  the  office  of  Mayor  George  W. 
Guthrie,  who  is  president  of  the  commission, 
and  talked  over  plans  for  raising  the  desired 
fund  of  $250,000  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
children  left  fatherless  by  the  Darr  mine  ex¬ 
plosion.  The  commission  proposes  sending  out 
50,000  personal  letters  in  the  Pittsburgh  district, 
asking  for  contributions.  H.  D.  W.  English  is 
secretary  of  the  commission. 

The  coal  operators  throughout  the  Irwin  (Pa.) 
field  report  that  there  is  an  immense  amount 
of  slack  being  accumulated  at  the  mines  through¬ 
out  that  entire  district,  there  being  little  or  no 
demand  at  the  present  time  for  this  fuel.  The 
Penn  Gas  Coal  Company  has  accumulated  a 
mountain  of  about  10,000  tons,  and  is  adding  at 
the  rate  of  about  600  tons  per  day.  The  coal  is 
being  handled  by  means  of  a  steam  shovel. 
There  has  been  a  good  market  for  this  grade 
of  coal  during  the  past  five  years,  but  the  recent 
shutdowns  of  the  many  industrial  plants  have 
seriously  affected  this  trade.  The  operators  do 
not  think  the  condition  will  continue. 


Coke  Plant  Planned. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  January  9. — The  Bristol 
Gas  and  Electric  Company  will  expend  $125,- 
000  to  $150,000,  beginning  the  first  of  the  year, 
in  the  installation  of  a  large  coke  manufactur¬ 
ing  plant  in  Bristol.  As  the  gas  generated  in 
the  course  of  manufacturing  coke  in  the  coke 
fields  can  not  be  utilized,  the  purpose  of  erect¬ 
ing  the  plant  is  to  save  this  by-product,  which 
will  be  used  under  the  boilers  of  several  500 
horse-power  turbine  engines  that  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  to  furnish  electricity  for  power  pur¬ 
poses.  The  company  also  promises  very  cheap 
gas.  This  method  is  now  being  used  in  several 
large  cities. 


Company  Expands. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  9. — The  Okmulgee 
Coal  and  Brick  Company  has  leased  ground 
and  will  erect  a  new  brick  plant  at  Morris  that 
will  employ  seventy-five  men.  The  plant  is 
located  at  Morris  in  order  to  get  a  supply  of 
natural  gas  for  fuel. 


A  new  fuel  has  been  discovered  by  Major 
Colas  of  Dunkirk,  Minn.,  who  has  obtained  a 
patent  for  his  invention  under  the  name  of 
Charbonette.  It  is  said  to  light  easily,  give 
out  no  smoke,  but  intense  heat  and  consumes 
itself  entirely,  leaving  no  ash.  In  appearance 
it  resembles  blocks  of  cork,  another  advan¬ 
tage  being  that  it  leaves  no  mark  or  dirt 
when  handled. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  January  9 .—  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — With  the  renewal  of  standing  or¬ 
ders  and  an  increase  in  orders  from  contract 
buyers  who  have  been  taking  coal  right  along 
from  the  big  companies,  and  the  increase  in 
the  demand  all  along  the  line,  the  shippers  of  this 
city  are  by  no  means  despondent,  although  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  market  is  anywhere  near 
as  brisk  as  it  ought  to  be  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  Nearly  all  the  large  manufacturing  plants 
which  shut  down  soon  after  the  financial  strin¬ 
gency  struck  the  country  have  now  opened  up 
again  and  are  running  almost  to  their  full 
capacity. 

Chestnut  Anthracite  is  just  as  hard  to  get  in 
carload  lots  as  it  ever  was  and  the  idea  of 
changing  the  sizes,  which  has  been  agitated  of 
late  in  the  East  is  looked  upon  very  favorably 
here.  It  would  be  impossible  to  give  any  ade¬ 
quate  idea  of  the  state  of  the  market  from  the 
trading  that  is  being  done  just  at  present,  for 
the  market  has  been  practically  dead  for  some 
time,  owing  to  the  fact  that  all  users  of  coal 
have  been  getting  along  on  short  allowances  in 
order  to  make  a  good  showing  financially  on 
the  first  of  the  year.  But  it  is  a  notorious  fact 
that  there  is  very  little  coal  on  the  stock  piles 
of  the  local  factories  and  the  natural  conclusion 
is  that,  before  many  days  have  passed,  some  of 
the  consumers  will  be  tumbling  over  each  other 
in  their  efforts  to  stock  up  for  the  busy  season, 
which  has  already  begun  to  show  signs  of  start¬ 
ing  in.  The  remarkable  winter,  which  has  been 
so  mild  that  milk  would  not  freeze  in  the  bot¬ 
tles  and  cans,  when  left  out  all  night,  has  not 
been  conducive  to  a  busy  domestic  trade  and 
the  financial  situation  has  not  helped  matters 
much.  However,  during  the  past  week,  Detroit 
banks  have  added  greatly  to  the  amount  of  cur¬ 
rency  and  specie  on  hand  and  the  country  banks 
have  shown  by  their  promptness  that  they  are 
in  good  condition.  In  fact,  things  are  rapidly 
drifting  toward  the  normal  so  far  as  this  city  is 
concerned. 


News  in  Brief. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  functions  which 
the  coal  men  of  Detroit  have  had  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  for  a  long  time  is  the  first  koruskation 
of  the  Order  of  Kokoals,  which  will  be  held  in 
this  city  at  the  new  Hotel  Pontchartrain  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  January  17.  On  the  afternoon  of 
that  date,  the  Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  will  hold  a  quarterly  meet¬ 
ing.  Punctually  at  7 :11  p.  m.  the  Kokoals  will 
assemble  and  initiate  new  members.  After  the 
ceremonies,  a  banquet  will  be  held  at  which 
Fred  W.  Minton,  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  Company,  local  skout,  will  preside.  A  large 
attendance  is  confidently  expected. 


Coal  Shipments  Increase. 

Coal  and  coke  originating  on  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania’s  lines,  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie,  for 
the  week  ended  December  21,  were  1,007,647 
tons,  and  for  the  year  ended  on  the  same  date 
57,382,812.  This  was  a  decrease  of  44,921  tons 
in  the  first  instance  and  an  increase  of  8,729,743 
tons  for  12  months,  as  compared  with  these 
periods  in  the  preceding  year. 


For  the  first  time  since  the  1st  of  September 
smokeless  lump  and  egg  is  today  selling  at  'cir¬ 
cular  price  or  just  a  little  bit  under.  It  is  now 
declared  by  Chicago  jobbers  that  the  action  of 
the  smokeless  operators  last  August  in  trying  to 
fix  a  stable  basis  of  price  for  the  year  was  a  mis¬ 
take.  It  was  only  shortly  after  the  operators 
decided  to  fix  the  price  at  $1.65  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  $2.00  during  the  fall  and  winter  months 
that  smokeless  lump  and  egg  began  to  sell  at  a 
premium  over  and  above  the  circular  price.  The 
jobbers  and  producers  are  now  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  practically  impossible,  except  where  con¬ 
sumers  are  taking  a  certain  fixed  proportion 
each  month,  to  establish  a  price  as  early  as  Sep¬ 
tember  which  is  to  rule  all  through  the  winter. 
Smokeless  coal  is  too  much  of  a  weather  coal 
to  be  governed  by  any  such  arbitrary  rulings. 
In  consequence  it  is  the  belief  that  next  year 
no  effort  will  be  made  to  adhere  to  the  circular 
price,  quotations  being  based  upon  the  price  cur¬ 
rent  at  the  time  of  shipment. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


F.  P.  Jeffreys  has  resigned  as  general  purchas¬ 
ing  agent  of  the  Frisco  system. 

Sixty-third  Street  Lumber  &  Coal  Company 
is  suing  the  Harder  Fire  Proof  &  Storage  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Company  has 
brought  suit  against  Harod  Cutter,  ]6  East 
Forty-sixth  street. 

J.  A.  Holmes,  of  the  fuel  testing  department 
of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  has  been 
a  recent  visitor  in  Chicago. 

Schiele  Brothers’  Coal  Company  obtained  judg¬ 
ment  this  week  against  Thomas  H.  Haggerty, 
formerly  of  Haggerty  &  Bunnell. 

One  of  the  visitors  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade 
for  the  week  was  Cicero  Barber  of  the  Tamaroa 
&  Little  Muddy  Coal  Company  of  Tamaroa,  Ill. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president,  and  C.  W.  Rogers, 
general  superintendent  of  mines  of  the  New 
River-Kanawha  Fuel  Company,  Charleston,  W. 
Va.,  were  in  Chicago  this  week. 

H.  Foster  Bain,  director  of  the  Illinois  Geo¬ 
logical  Survey,  with  headquarters  at  Urbana,  Ill., 
spent  a  good  part  of  last  week  in  Chicago,  re¬ 
turning  to  his  home  on  Saturday. 

Eugene  McAuliffe  has  been  appointed  general 
fuel  agent  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
railway  and  has  moved  to  Chicago.  C.  F.  Rich¬ 
ardson  succeeds  Mr.  McAuliffe  at  St.  Louis  as 
fuel  agent  for  the  Frisco  system. 

The  National  Mining  Company  has  installed 
Morgan  Gardner  electric  chain  machines  at  its 
mine  at  Eldorado,  Illinois,  and  the  output  of  this 
operation  is  expected  to  increase  rapidly.  This 
company  has  offices  in  the  Marquette  building, 
which  are  in  charge  of  George  A.  Van  Dyke  as 
general  manager. 

Inquiries  for  coal  on  contract  are  beginning 
to  appear  in  the  Chicago  market  and  seem  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  some  consumers  believe  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  a  coal  strike  this  year.  One  of  the 
big  consumers  in  this  territory  made  an  inquiry 
for  250  tons  of  coal  daily  from  now  until  after 
the  first  of  April.  He  wanted  to  contract  on  the 
basis  of  existing  prices.  The  contract  has  been 
held  in  abeyance,  but  it  is  believed  that  this  will 
be  closed  before  long. 

Word  came  to  some  of  the  Chicago  jobbers 
this  week  that  the  coroner  and  state  mine  in¬ 
spector  are  holding  an  investigation  at  Fairmont, 
W.  Va.,  to  ascertain  if  possible  the  cause  of  the 
explosion  at  the  Monongah  mine  of  the  Con¬ 
solidation  Coal  Company  on  December  6.  The 
effort  is  going  to  be  to  establish  some  general 
principles  in  this  hearing  which  will  be  the  basis 
for  a  new  law  to  be  passed  by  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  state  legislature. 

Word  was  received  from  the  Kanawha  district 
this  week  that  some  of  the  mines  producing 
splint  coal  have  resumed  operations  on  a  small 
scale,  although  the  major  portion  of  the  mines 
are  still  shut  down  and  are  likely  to  continue 
so  for  the  next  week  or  two.  The  general  re¬ 
sumption  of  activity  will  depend  entirely  upon  the 
state  of  the  coal  market  and  especially  the  buying 
of  coal  by  the  railroad  companies,  which  as  yet 
is  comparatively  light. 

A  judgment  has  been  entered  in  the  municipal 
courts  in  favor  of  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  against  L.  O.  Rand  for  $2,069.37.  Until  last 
September  Mr.  Rand  conducted  a  south  side  yard 
and  quit  business,  announcing  that  his  assets 
were  sufficient  to  pay  all  of  his  bills.  The  obliga¬ 
tions  have  not  been  entirely  discharged,  and  the 
Northwestern  Fuel  Company  obtained  judgment 
against  him,  expecting  to  levy  on  some  other 
property  which  he  possesses. 

A.  J.  Atwater,  western  sales  agent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company,  is  in  a  reasonably  contented 
frame  of  mind  these  days,  because  he  has  just 
discovered  that  the  actual  tonnage  placed  in 
Chicago  during  the  month  of  December  by  his 
company  shows  a  very  handsome  increase  over 
that  of  December,  1906.  As  far  as  this  one  com¬ 


pany  goes  the  growth  is  just  about  normal.  Mr. 
Atwater  believes  that  this  comes  very  near  to 
establishing  a  record  for  the  coal  trade  this 
year., 

On  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  this 
week  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  and  the  Illinois  coal  operators  was  held  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’ 
Association  in  the  Fisher  building.  No  action 
was  taken  with  regard  to  attending  the  inter¬ 
state  wage  conference  at  Indianapolis,  the  entire 
time  being  devoted  to  minor  matters  brought  up 
at  various  times  in  the  local  labor  union  organ¬ 
izations,  but  referred  to  the  meeting  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  joint  boards. 

Major  Morrison  of  the  Berwind  White  Fuel 
Company  seems  to  have  consulted  Dan  O’Leary 
and  the  goose  bone  as  to  what  the  weather 
is  going  to  be  from  now  on  through  the  winter, 
because  he  is  now  making  the  prediction  that  we 
are  not  going  to  have  any  very  cold  weather,  and 
if  there  is  any  sporting  blood  left  in  the  coal 
trade  it  is  the  natural  presumption  that  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  get  a  wager  with  Major  Morri¬ 
son  that  the  thermometer  will  not  go  within  a 
few  degrees  of  zero  this  year. 

Word  came  from  Springfield  on  Wednesday 
that  Judge  James  A.  Creighton  had  appointed 
the  Sangamon  Loan  &  Trust  Company  as  re¬ 
ceiver  for  the  Mechanicsburg  Coal  Company  at 
Mechanicsburg,  Ill.  The  suit  asking  for  the  re¬ 
ceiver  was  filed  by  this  trust  company  acting 
as  trustee  for  the  bondholders.  According  to 
the  bill  of  the  complaint  the  company  was  organ¬ 
ized  a  year  ago  with  bonds  outstanding  of  $65,000. 
These  bonds  fall  due  July,  1922,  the  interest  being 
paid  semi-annually.  Of  the  bonds  $15,000  were 
given  to  the  Sangamon  Loan  &  Trust  Company 
to  secure  a  loan,  the  remaining  fifty  thousand  be¬ 
ing  in  the  hands  of  the  general  purchasers. 

A.  L.  Brandenburg,  northwestern  manager  of 
the  Applegate  &  Lewis  Coal  Company  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Davenport,  has  succeeded  in  settling 
a  dispute  with  the  Rock  Island  and  the  Toledo, 
Peoria  &  Western  railroads.  The  mines  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Applegate  &  Lewis  Coal  Company  are 
located  at  Cuba,  Illinois,  but  a  good  deal  of  the 
product  is  moved  by  way  of  the  Toledo,  Peoria 
&  Western  to  a  connection  with  the  Rock  Island 
for  distribution  through  Iowa,  South  Dakota  and 
Minnesota.  In  July  the  Rock  Island  cancelled 
joint  rates  with  the  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Western 
and  an  effort  was  made  until  the  1st  of  Septem¬ 
ber  to  settle  this,  difficulty  and  get  the  Rock 
Island  to  put  back  into  effect  the  joint  rate.  In 
September  a  formal  complaint  was  made  to  the 
interstate  commerce  commission  and  the  hearing 
of  this  case  was  set  for  the  last  week  in  Decem¬ 
ber  at  Davenport.  When  the  meeting  was  about 
to  convene,  the  Rock  Island  granted  all  the  re¬ 
quests  made  by  Mr.  Brandenburg,  adjusted  the 
whole  matter  by  restoring  the  joint  rates  with 
one  .minor  exception..  In  some  cases  the  rates  are 
lower  than  they  were  before. 

Some  of  the  prophets  in  the  coal  business  who 
have  hit  business  conditions  accurately  ever  since 
last  August  are  now  making  the  assertion  that 
business  is  going  to  begin  to  resume  activity 
about  the  first  of  February  and  will  continue  to 
increase  in  activity  until  possibly  May  or  June. 
They  say  that  from  February  15th  on  to  April 
15th  ought  to  be  a  splendid  time  for  the  coal 
trade,  current  conditions  being  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration.  It  is  already  noted  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  that  some  business  concerns  which 
were  shutting  down  their  plants  a  month  or  six 
weeks  ago  are  now  beginning  to  re-employ  labor, 
and  consequently  are  starting  up  factory  activi¬ 
ties.  A  specific  reason  for  the  belief  that  busi¬ 
ness  is  going  to  improve  is  the  statement  that 
some  of  the  railroads  are  now  figuring  on  buying 
cars,  a  good  many  rumors  having  been  in  circula¬ 
tion  for  the  last  week  that  some-  of  the  car  shops 
are  going  to  start  up  again  inside  of  three  weeks. 
This,  of  course,  will  start  the  general  business 
going  again,  and  since  money  is  now  easy  all 
over  the  country  there  ought  to  be  very  little 
difficulty  in  getting  industrial  concerns  started 
back  to  work  at  a  considerable  rate  of  speed. 


The  presidential  year  is  going  to  have  a  deterrent 
effect  upon  general  business,  but  this  will  /not 
have  the  effect  of  keeping  business  down  to  the 
present  state  of  almost  dilapidation. 

The  Illinois  coal  operators  have  not  yet  learned 
to  restrict  their  production  of  coal  to  the  actual 
requirements  of  orders  on  hand  and  conse¬ 
quently  some  of  them  have  been  sending  a  good 
deal  of  unsold  coal  into  Chicago  on  consignment. 
Chicago  jobbers  are  now  making  the  statement 
that  more  consignment  coal  has  been  on  the 
market  here  over  the  holidays  than  has  ever 
been  the  case  at  this  time  of  the  year  at  least 
for  more  than  a  decade.  Naturally  this  accumula¬ 
tion  of  demurrage  coal  caused  a  scramble  on  the 
part  of  jobbers  and  representatives  to  get  rid  of 
this  coal  somewhere.  Two  Chicago  concerns 
took  the  bull  by  the  horns  early  this  week  and 
reconsigned  to  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  325 
cars  of  coal.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  north¬ 
western  market  is  already  overcrowded  with 
fuel  the  prediction  is  generally  made  that  those 
concerns  will  not  be  able  to  get  much  more  for 
their  coal  than  will  pay  freight  charges  from  the 
mine  to  destination.  Some  other  operators  have 
been  sending  a  good  deal  of  coal  into  this  terri¬ 
tory.  One  concern  had  thirty-six  cars  of  unsold 
coal  on  this  market.  When  the  accumulation  of 
demurrage  had  become  so  great  that  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  sell  the  coal  to  any  advantage  it  was 
ultimately  turned  over  to  the  railroads  to  do  as 
they  pleased  with  it  to  satisfy  their  claims  for 
freight.  The  railroads  then  turned  around  and 
endeavored  to  sell  the  coal,  succeeding  in  dispos¬ 
ing  of  five  cars.  They  notified  the  mine  operators 
of  their  inability  to  sell  this  coal  and  intimated 
that  unless  other  disposition  was  made  of  it  they 
would  use  this  fuel  for  ballast.  If  any  Illinois 
or  Indiana,  operators  think  there  is  profit  in  this 
kind  of  business  they  are  privileged,  of  course, 
to  donate  ballast  to  the  railroads  to  almost  any 
extent.  To  a  man  up  a  tree  this  does  not  seem 
to  be  a  very  good  stroke  of  conservative  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  National  Industrial  Traffic  League,  which 
formed  a  temporary  organization  last  August, 
completed  its  organization  on  Tuesday  in  the 
meeting  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Illinois  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Association.  It  then  proceeded  to  pass 
resolutions,  one  of  which  demands  that  all  claims 
against  railroad  companies  not  settled  within 
thirty  days,  shall  hereafter  draw  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent.  J.  C.  Lincoln,  president 
of  the  league,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis, 
made  the  statement  that  the  unfairness  of  the 
present  system  is  shown  in  nearly  every  case 
where  these  claims  are  kept  kicking  about  the 
railroad  offices  for  months.  Shippers  have  to  pay 
interest  on  the  money  involved,  and  since  the 
railroads  are  at  fault  why  should  they  not 
shoulder  the  expense.  One  of  the  members  of 
the  league  declared  that  he  has  from  $50,000  to 
$60,000  in  deferred  claims  now  pending  in  the 
various  freight  offices  of  the  railroads.  Flis  firm 
borrows  money  and  pays  from  five  to  six  per 
cent  interest,  so  that  the  failure  of  the  railroads 
to  honor  these  claims  increases  the  interest 
charges  of  the  shippers  just  that  much.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  that  stand  on  the  part  of  the  Indus¬ 
trial  Traffic  League  is  fully  realized  when  it  is 
known  that  the  membership  comprises  25,000 
shippers  whose  claims  range  from  $250,000  to  sev¬ 
eral  million  dollars  every  month.  If  the  action 
of  this  league  is  sustained  by  the  courts,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  all  of  the  railroad  red  tape  will  be 
removed  instantly  and  that  the  adjustment  of 
freight  claims  will  be  much  quicker  than  ever 
before.  The  league  also  took  a  stand  for  an  in¬ 
crease  by  at  least  two  members  of  the  interstate 
commerce  commission  and  recommended  that  a 
new  bureau  be  established  which  would  divide 
the  executve  quasi- judicial  and  legislative  func¬ 
tions  of  the  commission.  The  belief  is  that  these 
three  powers  in  one  body  are  not  in  harmony 
with  our  form  of  government,  and  consequently 
some  change  should  be  made.  The  league  also 
took  a  stand  as  opposing  the  increase  of  20  per 
cent  in  freight  rates  under  the  bill  of  lading 
where  the  shipper  elects  to  move  his  commodities 
according  to  the  common  law  provisions. 
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Judging  from  the  tenor  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
Eternal  Vig=  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  it  seems  possible 

ilance  that  t*iat  ^ody  ’s  beginning  to  adopt  the  belief  that 

the  government  has  done  all  it  can  possibly  do  to 


stop  abuses  and  that  it  proposes,  consequently,  to  devote  its  future  ener¬ 
gies  to  other  needs. 

In  its  report  to  congress  the  commission  says:  “As  special  privi¬ 
leges  disappear  and  favoritism  ceases  to  be  even  suspected,  the  indirect, 
but  none  the  less  certain  benefits  of  the  law  will  become  more  and  more 
apparent.”  Thus,  assuming  that  the  law  itself  is  going  to  work  auto¬ 
matically,  the  commission  plans  other  matters  to  engage  its  attention. 
At  the  same  time  it  forgets  that  the  strenuous  agitation  and  vigilant 
administration  of  the  law  within  the  last  three  years  brought  about  what¬ 
ever  improvement  there  is  today  in  business  conditions.  If  now  the 
government  ceases  in  its  energy  the  old  conditions  will  return  with 
added  force. 

But  true  to  the  practice  governing  that  body  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  the  commission  is  not  content  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  it 
by  law,  but,  sliding  those  over  easily,  is  seeking  new  powers.  In  its 
report  it  comes  out  flatly  in  asking  the  absolute  rate-making  power.  It 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  railroads  can  advance  their  rates  while 
the  commission  is  powerless  to  make  any  objections.  It  asks  specifically 
for  authority  to  prevent  these  increases  in  rates.  As  strictly  an  abstract 
matter,  if  the  commission  were  empowered  to  prevent  an  advance  in 
rates,  it  would  be  able  to  keep  down  the  earnings  of  the  railroads.  In 
order  to  do  justice  to  the  railroads  it  should  also  have  authority  to  keep 
down  the  wages  of  the  men  and  the  cost  of  materials. 

The  Hepburn  law  and  other  measures,  which  regulate  big  corpora¬ 
tions,  are  filled  with  unexplored  possibilities.  The  cojnmission  should 
realize  this  and  endeavor  fully  to  develop  the  resources  at  its  hand  be¬ 
fore  it  strives  to  take  over  the  socialistic  idea  of  letting  the  government 
run  the  railroads  outright. 


The  latest  returns  from  the  election  of  the  United 
Tom  Lewis  and  Mine  Workers  of  America  indicate  that  Tom  L. 

His  Job  Lewis  is  elected  president,  the  vote  showing  that 
he  has  been  given  about  two  ballots  to  one  obtained 
by  his  opponent.  The  size  of  this  plurality  is  fortunate  because  it  gives 
definite  expression  to  the  wish  of  his  followers.  Mr.  Lewis  is  an 
avowed  conservative,  hence  his  followers  may  also  be  so  classed.  Mr. 
Lewis  stands  for  the  renewal  of  the  interstate  wage  agreement  and  con¬ 
sequently  this  expresses  the  wish  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  that 
organization. 

There  are  two  things  for  Mr.  Lewis  and  for  the  coal  trade  to  re¬ 
member.  He  is  elected  as  a  representative  of  the  mine  workers — not 
as  an  autocrat  to  rule  over  that  organization.  His  sole  duty  is  to  enforce 
the  decrees  of  the  union.  He  will  succeed  only  so  long  as  he  obeys  the 
wish  of  his  clientele.  Mr.  Lewis  is  not  chosen  to  serve  the  coal  oper¬ 


ators  nor  to  look  out  for  the  interests  of  anyone  but  his  direct  em¬ 
ployers. 

Mr.  Lewis  has  a  second  duty  quite  different  from  the  first,  but 
equally  important  and  equally  exacting.  The  miners  have  expressed  a 
definite  wish  that  a  conservative  man  shall  be  their  president.  As  an 
executive  officer  Mr.  Lewis  can  not  go  behind  this  expressed  wish  with¬ 
out  treachery.  The  Mine  Workers  evidence,  by  voting  for  Mr.  Lewis, 
a  desire  for  an  interstate  wage  agreement  and  he  can  not  go  back  of 
that,  either.  At  this  juncture  the  peculiarity  of  his  job  comes  in.  He 
must  fight  for  the  interest  of  the  men  and  yet,  just  now,  must  realize 
that,  economically,  labor  is  not  in  a  commanding  position.  Mr.  Lewis 
must,  if  he  is  going  to  rule  for  long,  take  the  stand  that  now  is  no  time 
to  carry  on  a  fight  for  such  an  increase  in  wages  as  would  bring  about  a 
great  struggle  between  the  miners  and  operators  even  in  most  pros¬ 
perous  times.  Unquestionably,  the  labor  situation  being  considered  as 
a  whole,  to  fight  now  would  be  to  lose  and  a  loss  this  early  in  the  period 
of  business  depression  and  this  early  in  Mr.  Lewis’  career  would  ruin 
his  personal  chances  and  would  do  irreparable  damage  to  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  conflict,  although  there  seems  to  be  one,  between  Mr. 
Lewis’  responsibility  to  the  mine  workers  and  the  attitude  which  he 
must  assume  in  the  coming  adjustment  of  labor  troubles.  Mr.  Lewis  un¬ 
doubtedly  knows  that  there  is  a  time  to  fight  and  a  time  to  be  concilia¬ 
tory.  He  knows  that  today  conciliation  is  the  best  policy  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  by  adopting  such  a  course  He  will  place  himself  in  the  ranks  of 
the  conservative  men  and  thus  live  up  to  the  reputation  he  has  estab¬ 
lished  for  himself. 


Two  opposite  sides  of  the  railroad  question  present 
Railroads  and  themselves  to  congress  concurrently.  We  have,  on 

Mine  Ownership  one  s'^e’  ^le  sPecta<Je  of  a  big  Illinois  coal  com¬ 
pany  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  because  it 
could  not  get  an  equitable  distribution  of  cars.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
railroads  are  apparently  being  compelled  to  sell  coal  lands  at  a  tre¬ 
mendous  sacrifice  in  order  to  comply  with  the  law. 

Both  cases  present  different  phases  of  the  railroad  land  ownership 
question.  It  is  apparent  that  private  interests  must  not  be  driven  out 
of  business  by  the  railroad  companies.  It  is  equally  apparent  that  the 
transportation  companies  can  not  be  deprived,  without  due  process  of 
law,  of  property  legally  acquired  and  as  legally  held.  And  yet  both  of 
these  things  are  apparently  being  done  at  the  moment.  The  simultane¬ 
ous  appearance  of  these  two  phases  may  be  considered  a  happy  occur¬ 
rence  coming  as  they  do  when  congress  is  in  session.  The  situation 
raises  the  problem:  what,  under  the  circumstances,  does  conservative 
public  poljcy  suggest  as  a  remedy  for  the  existing  dilemma? 

It  is  self-evident  that  private  interests  must  not  be  driven  out  of 
business  either  by  direct  or  indirect  methods  employed  by  railroad  com¬ 
panies;  by  discriminations  in  rates  or  discriminations  in  the  matter  of 
car  supply;  by  favoritism  in  purchases  of  railroad  fuel  or  by  restricting 
the  movement  of  the  cars  in  such  a  manner  as  to  limit  the  market.  It 
would  seem  a  natural  conclusion  that  since  the  railroads  have  resorted  to 
all  these  methods  in  order  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  mines  in  the 
ownership  of  which  they  were  at  least  parties,  the  most  natural  and 
logical  thing  to  do  to  preserve  the  best  interests  of  the  private  shipper 
would  be  to  eliminate  the  railroad  companies  from  the  ownership  of 
coal  lands.  This,  in  fact,  is  contemplated  by  one  section  of  the  Hep¬ 
burn  act.  In  attempting  to  remedy  the  evil  on  one  side  it  is  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  transgress  the  laws  of  equity  on  the  other.  In  the  present  in¬ 
stance,  while  justice  is  being  done  to  the  private  interests  great  dam¬ 
age  would  be  done  to  the  railroad  companies.  If  these  concerns  were 
compelled  to  sell  their  coal  lands  today  it  would  not  only  cause  a  tre¬ 
mendous  loss  in  the  value  of  outstanding  securities,  but  it  would  also 
cripple  them  as  far  as  future  financing  was  concerned  and  consequently 
would  prevent  the  growth  of  transportation  facilities.  In  this  particular 
case  justice  must  be  the  proverbial  blind  goddess  who  doles  out  to  each 
according  to  his  deserts.  To  wrong  the  shipper  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
claim  of  the  railroads  or  to  wrong  the  railroads  in  an  effort  to  do  jus¬ 
tice  to  the  shippers  is  only  half  solving  the  question  and,  possibly,  prov¬ 
ing  no  solution  at  all. 

There  is  a  way  out  of  this  difficulty.  The  railroads  purchased  their 
property  at  a  time  when  such  a  thing  was  not  illegal.  If  they  had  con¬ 
ducted  themselves  toward  the  independent  interests  in  a  legal  and  satis¬ 
factory  way  there  would  never  have  been  any  objection  raised.  The 
government  can  not  afford  to  take  the  stand  now  that  because  it  can 
not  trust  its  officers  to  see  that  the  railroads  act  legally  they  must  do 
an  injustice  to  the  railroad  companies.  The  only  square  deal  would  be 
to  permit  them  to  keep  their  coal  property  for  a  while  at  least,  but  keep 
them  under  such  careful  surveillance  that  the  ownership  of  this  coal 
property  can  not  act  to  the  detriment  of  private  companies  engaged  in 
the  production  of  coal. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


19 


No.  2 


Hepburn  Amendment  and  the  Coal  Lands 

Strict  Enforcement  of  the  Law  May  Force  Railroads  to  Withhold  Their  Coal  From  Sale — Union 

Pacific  Announces  a  Decision. 


The  railroads  are  still  struggling  with  the 
problem  of  complying  with  the  Hepburn  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  interstate  commerce  act  as  far  as 
this  relates  to  the  transportation  of  coal.  Ap¬ 
parently  they  are  no  nearer  a  solution  today, 
that  is,  in  a  way  that  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  people,  than  they  were  when  the  law  was 
placed  upon  the  statute  books  August  28,  190G. 

The  Union  Pacific  and  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
&  Pittsburgh  have  adopted  plans  which  will 
hardly  be  consented  to  by  the  people  in  general. 
Other  railroads  may  possibly  follow  this  exam¬ 
ple,  provided  something  is  not  done  in  the 
meantime.  The  situation  is  such  today  that  it 
seems  absolutely  imperative  that  the  coal  trade 
in  general  and  the  people  in  particular  should 
take  a  hand  in  the  solution  of  this  problem, 
lifting  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  railroads  and 
their  attorneys.  The  plan  which  is  fraught  with 
most  mischief  is  that  suggested  by  the  officials 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  The  statement, 
which  is  evidently  inspired  by  the  Union  Pacific 
officials,  declares  that  the  company  is  going  to 
place  an  absolutely  literal  interpretation  upon 
the  clause  of  the  Hepburn  amendment,  which  de¬ 
clares  that  the  railroads  are  forbidden  to  trans¬ 
port,  between  states,  any  article  or  comrnodity 
mined  or  produced  by  it,  or  under  its  authority, 
or  which  it  may  own  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  in 
which  it  may  have  any  interest,  direct  or  indi¬ 
rect. 

It  takes  the  position  that  since  the  govern¬ 
ment  refuses  it  the  right  to  transport  its  own 
coal  for  commercial  uses,  and  since  the  govern¬ 
ment  does  not  require  that  it  shall  sell  its  coal 
lands  it  proposes  to  withdraw  its  coal  from  com¬ 
mercial  markets,  using  it  solely  for  the  engines 
and  other  steam  plants  of  the  railroad  company. 
The  inspired  statement  continues: 

“The  western  part  of  the  Union  Pacific  lines 
is  supplied  with  fuel  from  the  company’s  mines. 
For  the  eastern  part  it  has  been  considered  more 
economical  to  buy  Illinois  coal  on  account  of 
the  shorter  railroad  haul  and  the  good  market 
for  Wyoming  coal  in  the  western  states.  If  the 
plan  is  adopted  all  the  Union  Pacific  lines  will 
be  supplied  with  Union  Pacific  coal.  Although 
it  is  prohibited  from  selling  its  coal  to  consum¬ 
ers  there  is  nothing  in  the  Hepburn  law  which 
would  restrain  the  company  from  hauling  Illi¬ 
nois  coal,  or  from  the  mines  of  central  states,  to 
the  consumers  of  the  west.  Necessarily,  coal 
thus  supplied  them  would  be  more  expensive  to 
the  consumers,  for  the  consumer  would  be  obliged 
to  pay  for  the  long  haul  in  addition  to  the 
initial  cost  of  the  coal.  Such  a  procedure  would 
not  tend  to  boom  business  in  the  states  affected, 
and  the  Union  Pacific  would  doubtless  not  con¬ 
sider  it  for  an  instant  except  under  absolute 
compulsion  of  the  law.  The  sale  of  the  coal 
lands,  one  of  the  alternatives,  is,  of  course,  im¬ 
possible  under  present  conditions  without  gross 
disregard  of  the  stockholders.” 

An  Intricate  Tangle. 

To  understand  just  how  hard  this  would  hit 
the  people  of  the  far  west,  who  have  been  de¬ 
pending  heretofore,  to  a  very  large  extent,  upon 
the  coal  produced  by  the  Union  Pacific  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  attention  need  only  be  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  government,  within  the  last  year,  has 
stopped  the  entry  of  coal  lands  in  the  west. 
The  people  are  thus  deprived  of  the  Union  Pa¬ 
cific  coal,  and,  by  governmental  action,  are  de¬ 
prived  also  of  the  coal  which  could  come  from 
lands  owned  by  the  government,  but  not  yet 
developed. 

The  peonle  of  the  west  are  thus  beginning  to 
feel  some  of  the  effects  of  the  fight  which  has 
been  waged  between  President  Roosevelt  and  E. 
H.  Harriman.  Without  attempting  to  under¬ 
stand  the  method  of  reasoning  by  which  Mr. 
Harriman  arrives  at  the  conclusion  as  above  out¬ 
lined,  it  seems  to  be  a  foregone  conclusion  that 


he  has  found  himself  in  a  position  where  he  can 
deliver  a  body  blow  to  President  Roosevelt,  and, 
in  order  to  do  so,  has  consented  that  the  people 
of  the  west  should  suffer  severely  as  far  as  coal 
supply  is  concerned,  until  he  has  had  his  re¬ 
venge  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Practically  the  main  sources  of  coal  supply  in 
the  west  are  those  owned  by  the  Union  Pacific 
and  those  owned  by  the  government.  Both  of 
these,  taken  off  the  market,  the  people  of  the 
west  are  deprived  of  a  local  coal  supply  and 
forced  to  rely  upon  the  coal  fields  further  east, 
especially  those  in  Illinois.  Very  naturally  it 
would  mean  the  ruination  of  the  west,  as  far  as 
business  is  concerned,  if  the  Union  Pacific  were 
to  adopt  this  policy.  In  the  meantime  the  Union 
Pacific,  being  practically  in  control  of  the  trans¬ 
portation  facilities  into  that  territory,  would 
profit  immeasurably  by  the  longer  haul  on  this 
eastern  coal  into  the  western  markets.  Thus 
President  Harriman  of  the  Union  Pacific  would 
be  in  a  position  to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone 
by  annoying  President  Roosevelt  and  also  by 
getting  a  larger  profit  for  the  Union  Pacific 
from  the  transportation  of  this  eastern  coal. 
That  such  is  the  evident  intention  of  that  line 
is  shown  by  the  inspired  statement  above  quoted. 

The  Union  Pacific  Railroad  sets  up  about  the 
same  reason  for  this  action  as  do  the  lines  fur¬ 
ther  east.  It  is  shown  that  the  Union  Facific 
mines  have  been  acquired  gradually  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  The  subsidiary  company,  which 
controls  them,  or  the  Union  Pacific  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  has  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,000,  all  of 
which  is  owned  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 
In  addition  this  company  has  $5,000,000  of  bonds, 
of  which  about  $4,750,000  are  owned  by  the  rail¬ 
road  company.  None  of  the  bonds  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  public  and  the  coal  company  might, 
accordingly,  turn  over  the  coal  lands  in  a  segre¬ 
gation  of  assets.  It  is  seen  here,  however,  that 
practically  the  same  difficulty  confronts  the 
Union  Pacific  is  confronts  the  other  railroads, 
namely,  that  of  accomplishing  this  segregation 
without  introducing  an  indirect  ownership  which 
is  specifically  forbidden  by  the  law.  It  is  mani¬ 
festly  impossible  now  to  find  an  outside  buyer 
for  this  land,  which  has  a  total  capitalization  of 
$10,000,000. 

Avoiding  Indirect  Control. 

The  same  objection  is  raised  to  this  plan  of 
the  Unioii  Pacific  that  has  been  raised  to  that  of 
the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh.  That  line, 
some  time  ago,  knowing  that  it  owned  anthracite 
coal  deposits,  and  knowing  that  it  must  dispose 
of  these  before  the  1st  of  May,  this  year,  caused 
to  be  formed  a  holding  company  which  would 
take  over  these  coal  deposits,  giving  to  the  Buf¬ 
falo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  stock  in  the  hold¬ 
ing  company  in  exchange  for  the  coal  land  hold¬ 
ings.  This  movement  is  very  adroit,  as  will  be 
shown  presently,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
the  officers  of  that  company  are  going  to  avoid 
technical  responsibility  for  at  least  indirect  own¬ 
ership  of  those  coal  properties. 

The  case  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  that  of  the  Reading  company  is  prac¬ 
tically  the  same,  and  at  this  juncture  the  status 
of  a  holding  company  becomes  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  is  now  declared,  by  the  astute 
legal  minds  of  the  east,  that  the  law  puts  a  ban 
upon  a  railroad  company  with  regard  to  the 
direct  or  indirect  ownership  of  coal  land,  but 
says  absolutely  nothing  about  a  holding  com¬ 
pany.  ■  The  Reading  company  is  distinctively  a 
holding  company,  owning  the  entire  stock  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railroad  and  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Tron  Company.  The 
company  which  is  to  take  over  the  coal  holdings 
of  the  Buffalo.  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  is  like¬ 
wise  a  holding  company  and  could  not,  under  the 
circumstances,  be  considered  as  a  transportation 
company  in  the  sense  that  the  legal  minds  in 


terpret  the  amendment  to  the  Hepburn  law.  The 
fact  that  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  held 
stock  in  this  holding  company,  it  is  declared, 
would  not  constitute  an  infringement  of  the  law, 
since  a  holding  company  has  not  been  placed 
under  the  ban  of  legal  requirements. 

It  was  shown  recently  that  the  attorneys  for 
these  railroads  have  gone  to  congress  to  ask  a 
repeal  of  this  section  of  the  law,  which,  in  effect, 
if  not  in  actual  language,  is  retroactive  and  is, 
therefore,  considered  as  contrary  to  the  spirit, 
if  not  the  letter  of  the  constitution.  They  do 
not  care  to  involve  the  railroads  in  the  danger 
of  being  universally  bankrupt,  neither  do  they 
care  to  have  the  general  public  deprived  of  a 
coal  supply,  such  as  would  be  the  case  if  all  the 
railroads  adopted  the  same  tactics  as  that  out¬ 
lined  by  the  Union  Pacific  in  declaring  that  it 
proposed  to  retain  all  of  its  coal  land  for  its 
own  individual  consumption.  On  the  one  hand 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  confronted 
with  the  possibility  that  the  railroads  will  be 
driven  to  the  point  where  they  must  of  necessity 
withdraw  this  coal  from  sale.  On  the  other 
hand  they  are  confronted  with  the  danger  that  the 
railroad  companies,  through  excessive  fines  for 
failing  to  comply  with  an  almost  impossible 
law,  will  be  thrown  into  bankruptcy.  Either 
one  of  these  would  be  equally  destructive  of  the 
interests  of  the  whole  business  interest  of  the 
United  States  and  would  be  likely  to  bring  on 
such  a  period  of  depression  of  business  as  would 
require  a  great  many  years  to  overcome. 

Dove-Tailing  of  Interests. 

To  show  some  of  the  intricacies  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  strict  letter  of  this  law  to  trans¬ 
portation  conditions  it  is  seen  that  the  Reading 
company,  which  is  a  holding  company,  might  own 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany  without  endangering  the  position  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading.  But  a  majority  of  the 
stock  of  the  Reading  company  is  owned  by  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  and  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern  Railway  Company.  These 
lines  are  thus  interested  directly  or  indirectly  in 
Reading  coal  and  might  be  fined  very  heavily  if 
they  carried  any  of  that  product.  It  is  known 
that  the  New  York  Central  owns  the  Lake  Shore, 
and  consequently  the  New  York  Central  might 
be  fined  in  case  it  accepted  any  Reading  coal 
from  the  Lake  Shore  or  in  case  the  Lake  Shore 
carried  any  of  this  coal  itself.  The  same  would 
be  true  of  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad  and  the 
Big  Four,  which  are  owned  in  part  by  the  Lake 
Shore  Railroad  Company. 

As  showing  the  further  ramifications  of  this 
subject  it  is  known  that,  when  the  Pennsylvania 
sold  its  holdings  in  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  these 
were  purchased  by  the  Union  Pacific.  The  Union 
Pacific  thus  would  not  be  permitted  to  handle 
Reading  coal  because  the  Union  Pacific  is  a  part 
owner  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  because 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is  a  part  owner  of  the 
Reading  and  because  the  Reading  owns  some  of 
the  anthracite  coal  lands.  The  dovetailing  of 
financial  interests  in  railroad  companies  has  been 
go  complete  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  completely 
around  a  circle  to  find  just  where  financial  re¬ 
sponsibility  begins  and  ends.  Anything  which 
would  affect  one  company  would  probably  af¬ 
fect  the  whole  system  of  railroads  in  the  United 
States. 

Tt  has  been  suggested  that  probably  the  only 
two  ways  out  of  this  difficulty  would  be  for 
congress  to  repeal  the  law,  which  is  creating 
such  a  disturbance,  or  for  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment  to  purchase  from  the  railroad  companies 
their  coal  lands  and  thus  enter  into  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  coal  itself.  This  seems  to  be  the  direc¬ 
tion  in  which  President  Roosevelt’s  administra¬ 
tion  has  been  heading,  but  it  is  an  open  question 
whether  the  people  themselves  are  ready  to  take 
any  such  stand  just  now. 
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Concrete  Pocket  for  a  Retail  Y ar d. 


The  Metropolitan  Coal  Company,  of  West  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Erects  a  Plant  that  Demonstrates  the  Practicability  of 
Such  Construction — The  Cost  is  Reasonable  and  the  Protection  Against  Fire  is  Greater  Than  in  Any  Other  Kind  of 
a  Building — A  Storage  Capacity  of  4,000  Tons  is  Given,  Which,  With  the  Automatic  Handling  Machinery,  Cost  Only 
About  $5.50  Per  Ton  of  Storage  Space. 


The  retail  coal  dealer,  who  has  been-  confronted 
with  the  necessity  of  cutting  down  the  cost  of 
handling  his  coal,  has  been  endeavoring  to  find 
some  comparatively  cheap  and  yet  effective  coal 
pocket  equipped  with  automatic  handling  devices 
that  could  be  placed  in  his  yard.  The  matter  has 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  a  great  many 
construction  concerns  and  estimates  have  been 
made  as  to  what  class  of  materials  is  the  best 
adapted  for  this  use.  The  prime  requisites  are 
strength,  durability  and  compartive  freedom  from 
the  danger  of  fire.  Those  who  have  been  experi¬ 
menting  with  reinforced  concrete  have  now  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  cheapest  pocket, 
for  the  retail  coal  dealer,  in  the  long  run,  is  made 


from  this  material,  which  has  the  additional  ad¬ 
vantage  of  combining  all  of  the  other  features. 

The  experiments  with  reinforced  concrete  have 
been  very  complete  and  some  structures,  erected 
of  that  material,  have  been  subjected  to  the  se¬ 
verest  possible  strain  in  the  last  few  years.  For 
instance,  when  the  Nickel  Plate  railroad  was 
building  a  bridge  across  the  Black  river,  at  Lo¬ 
rain,  Ohio,  it  put  up  a  solid  concrete  pier  in  the 
center  of  the  stream.  Shortly  after  this  pier  was 
finished  one  of  the  big  lake  steamers,  loaded  with 
iron  ore,  broke  from  her  wharf,  in  the  river,  and 
drifted  down  the  stream  with  a  three-mile  cur¬ 
rent.  She  struck  squarely  in  the  center  of  this 
pier  without  doing  any  apparent  damage,  although 
she  had  gone  far  enough  to  have  collected  con¬ 
siderable  momentum  and  although  practically  any 
other  kind  of  structure  would  have  been  shattered 
by  the  blow  thus  delivered. 

Another  experiment  along  the  same  line  has 
recently  been  made  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad, 


which,  in  common  with  other  carriers,  has  been 
having  difficulty  with  falling  telegraph  wires  fol¬ 
lowing  a  wind  and  sleet  storm.  In  a  num¬ 
ber  of  instances  it  has  been  apparent  that  even 
the  strongest  wooden  poles  would  sway  and  break 
under  the  force  of  the  storm,  precipitating  the 
wires  to  the  ground.  The  Pennsylvania  experi¬ 
mented  with  about  sixty  miles  of  concrete  posts 
and  the  result  has  been  that  no  wire  has  been 
down  over  that  strip  of  territory  since  the  posts 
were  erected.  Moreover,  it  has  been  determined, 
in  such  pieces  of  construction  as  have  been  put  up 
so  far,  that  they  are  not  subject  to  the  erosive 
force  of  the  elements  and  do  not  decay  to  the 
same  extent  that  other  pieces  of  construction  are 


likely  to.  It  is  evident,  from  these  points,  that 
the  claims  of  concrete  construction  are  pretty 
clearly  established  as  far  as  strength  and  dura¬ 
bility  are  concerned. 

The  Metropolitan  Pocket. 

As  far  as  the  cost  goes  the  reasonableness  of 
this  feature  has  recently  been  established  by  the 
Metropolitan  Coal  Company  of  West  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  which  has  just  erected  a  model  and  com¬ 
modious  concrete  coal  pocket  on  its  property  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  line  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad. 
This  pocket  has  just  been  completed  and  put  in 
operation  and  the  statement  made  by  Benjamin 
Fox,  the  man  who  supervised  the  construction,  is 
that  the  pocket  has  a  storage  capacity  of  4,000 
tons  and  that  the  original  cost  of  construction 
was  only  $5.50  per  ton  of  storage  capacity,  making 
the  total  cost  approximately  $22,000.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  enormous  amount  of  coal  that  this  struc¬ 


ture  will  handle  during  its  life  time  the  cost  of 
construction  is  not  excessive  by  any  manner  of 
means  and,  it  is  believed  by  the  Metropolitan  Coal 
Company,  that  before  very  long  the  reduced  cost 
of  handling  and  the  comparative  freedom  from 
the  danger  of  fire  will  more  than  offset  the  orig¬ 
inal  cost  and,  in  fact,  will  prove  one  of  the  best 
possible  investments. 

For  one  thing,  the  pocket  itself  is  so  situated 
that  is  gives  the  greatest  possible  convenience  for 
handling  the  coal  from  the  standpoint  of  rail¬ 
road  connection,  the  standpoint  of  cheapness  of 
handling  and  from  the  standpoint  of  comparative 
ease  in  taking  the  coal  out  of  storage  and  de¬ 
livering  it,  through  the  chutes,  to  the  wagon.  A 
very  important  feature  in  connection  with  this  is 
that  while  the  coal  is  delivered  to  the  top  of  the 
pocket  it  is  taken  out  of  the  bottom.  This  makes 
it  apparent  that,  although  the  company  will  con¬ 
stantly  have  on  hand  a  good  surplus  supply  of 
coal,  this  supply  will  be  constantly  changing  and, 
consequently,  there  will  be  not  so  much  danger 
of  deterioration  of  the  commodity  through  the 
coal  remaining  exposed. 

As  is  shown  in  one  of  the  accompanying  illus¬ 
trations  the  big  pocket  is  placed  immediately  be¬ 
tween  two  railroad  tracks.  As  the  coal  ap¬ 
proaches  the  pocket  on  the  side  track  it  passes 
over  a  fifty-ton  scale  and  the  weight  is  obtained, 
giving  the  company  an  exact  account  of  the 
amount  of  coal  taken  into  the  pocket.  After  the 
car  leaves  the  scales  it  passes  on  to  the  point 
from  which  the  coal  is  to  be  unloaded  and  there 
the  fuel  is  discharged  into  a  solid  reinforced  con¬ 
crete  hopper.  From  that  the  coal  passes  directly 
to  a  bucket  conveyor  which,  when  desired,  is  run 
at  the  rate  of  i.28  feet  per  minute.  This  bucket 
conveyor,  as  is  the  case  on  most  coal  pockets  of 
this  kind,  elevates  the  coal  to  the  top  of  the 
pocket  and  there  turns  it  over  to  a  belt  conveyor 
which  is.  run  by  the  same  power  that  operates  the 
bucket  conveyor,  but  at  the  rate  of  162  feet  per 
minute.  This  conveynig  machinery  is  similar  to 
that  located  in  most  of  the  coal  pockets  of  this 
kind  and  is  so  adjusted  that  the  coal  can  be 
delivered  from  this  conveyor  to  any  one  of  the 
pockets  into  which  it  may  be  desired  to  store  the 
coal.  This  conveyor  system  is  also  similar  to 
that  of  other  conveyor  systems  in  that  the  coal 
can  be  taken  out  of  one  pocket  and  transferred 
to  any  other  pocket  at  a  very  small  cost,  and 
thus  permit  the  company,  at  any  time,  to  make 
any  change  it  may  desire  in  the  arrangement  of 
its  coal  pile. 

Loading  the  Coal. 

The  coal,  once  in  the  pockets,  it  is  delivered 
to  the  wagons,  which  pass  underneath  the 
building  and,  consequently,  load  under  cover, 
over  chutes  with  screens  that  permit  the  prep¬ 
aration  of  this  coal  in  any  size  that  may  be 
desired. 

The  foregoing  naturally  calls  attention  to 
the  form  of  construction  of  the  coal  pocket  it¬ 
self,  which  altogether  is  almost  unique.  In 
the  first  place  the  construction  is  of  rein¬ 
forced  concrete  throughout,  and,  as  will  be 
seen  in  the  accompanying  illustration,  the 
storage  bins  are  elevated  a  considerable  dis¬ 
tance  above  the  ground.  These  are  raised 
upon  twenty-eight  octagonal  columns,  fifteen 
feet  in  height  and  each  one  is  thirty  inches 
in  diameter.  On  top  of  these  concrete  piers, 
which  are  built  to  carry  an  enormous  burden, 
is  erected  the  pocket  itself,  which  is  ninety- 
five  feet  long  and  sixty-eight  feet  wide.  The 
floor  of  this  pocket,  which  rests  directly  upon 
the  concrete  colunmS  above  mentioned,  is 
supported  by  concrete  beams  which  are  24x45 
inches  in  dimension.  This  floor  is  estimated 
to  have  a  carrying  strength  of  one  ton  to  the 
foot.  This  gives  enough  tensile  strength  to 


General  View  of  the  Concrete  Pocket. 
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the  floor  to  permit  it  to  carry  any  load  likely 
to  be  imposed  upon  it.  The  same  idea  has 
been  carried  into  the  construction  of  the  walls 
which,  above  this  floor,  are  twenty-five  feet  in 
height  and  are  five  and  a  half  inches  in  thick¬ 
ness.  One  of  the  accompanying  illustrations 
shows  the  method  of  reinforcing  these  con¬ 
crete  columns,  beams  and  side  walls  with  steel 
rods.  The  sides  of  the  building  are  strength¬ 
ened  to  resist  any  lateral  pressure  which  might 


be  placed  upon  them  when  the  compartments 
are  filled. 

When  the  building  was  first  constructed  the 
amount  of  space  was  divided  into  seven  sep¬ 
arate  bins  or  compartments.  If  it  is  desired 
to  do  so  the  number  of  these  can  be  increased 
to  sixteen  without  any  great  amount  of  work 
devolving  upon  those  who  are  in  charge  of  the 
plant.  In  the  center  of  this  building,  and 
running  over  and  under  the  storage  pits,  is 
the  conveying  machinery  which  can  work  in 
filling  the  bins  located  on  either  side. 

The  Working  Space. 

The  sides  of  this  storage  bin  are  entirely 
solid,  admitting  of  no  light  into  the  building. 
It  was  necessary  to  provide  an  especial  ar¬ 
rangement  for  introducing  light  for  the  in¬ 
spection  of  machinery  and  the  study  of  gen¬ 
eral  conditions  inside  the  pocket.  In  conse¬ 
quence  there  was  erected  on  top  of  the  stor¬ 
age  space  a  wooden  structure  eight  feet  in 
height  which  has  a  tar  and  gravel  roof.  This 
upper,  or  wooden  portion,  has  sixteen  win¬ 
dows  in  the  outside  wall  and  these  afford  suf¬ 
ficient  light  to  enable  the  conveyors  to  be  in¬ 
spected  or  repaired.  This  space  is  consid¬ 
ered  the  working  space  in  the  building  and  is 
reached  by  an  outside  flight  of  stairs  running 
up  alongside  the  elevator  house. 

Everything  taken  into  consideration,  this 
pocket  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  pieces 
of  construction'  in  the  entire  eastern  coal 
trade.  For  one  thing,  it  is  unique  in  the 
territory  in  which  it  is  built  and  is,  on  that 
account,  attracting  a  great  deal  of  attention. 
The  same  features  which  make  it  interesting 
in  the  east  make  it  a  matter  of  considerable 
importance  throughout  the  country  where,  as 
indicated  above,  the  dealers  are  studying  the 
cheapest  method  of  handling  coal  and  the 
cheapest  kind  of  construction  for  a  coal  pocket. 
When  it  is  considered  that  this  material  is 
practically  indestructible  and  that  the  floors 
and  walls  will  sustain  a  pressure  of  a  ton  to 
the  foot  and  when  it  is  realized  that  the 
original  cost  of  construction,  including  ma¬ 
chinery,  was  only  about  $5.50  per  ton  for 
storage  space,  the  cost  of  this  building  is  re¬ 
duced  to  the  point  where  pretty  nearly  any 


retail  coal  concern,  with  reasonably  large 
business,  can  afford  to  install  a  building  of 
this  character. 

There  is  another  feature  of  this  pocket 
which  makes  it  interesting  to  the  entire  coal 
trade,  especially  men  of  the  west.  It  is  real¬ 
ized  that  coal  in  storage  is  likely  to  fire  and  it 
is  especially  apparent  that  different  grades  of 
coal  are  affected  differently  by  storage.  Thus 
a  hard  coal  with  practically  no  sulphur  will 


fire  much  more  slowly  than  a  softer  coal  con¬ 
taining  a  considerable  portion  of  sulphur.  It 
is  known,  also,  that  coarse  coals  will  resist 
firing  much  longer  than  fine  coals.  Coal 
standing  for  a  good  while  is  in  more  danger 
of  firing  than  coal  which  is  moved  quickly,  as 
the  latter,  naturally,  has  no  time  to  heat.  The 


Bracing  for  Pillars. 

Metropolitan  Coal  Company  took  these  things 
into  consideration  when  it  built  the  pocket. 
Not  only'  is  the  general  storage  space  made 
fireproof,  by  concrete,  but  each  compartment 
is  divided  from  all  others  by  a  fireproof  wall 
made  of  this  same  re-enforced  concrete. 

For  instance,  the  main  pocket  is  divided  into 


three  main  bins  which  are  separated  from  each 
other  by  concrete  partitions,  six  inches  thick 
at  the  bottom  and  four  inches  thick  at  the  top. 
Thus  the  various  grades  of  coals  are  sepa¬ 
rated  and,  in  case  one  catches  fire,  the  dam¬ 
age  would  be  confined  to  that  one  section. 
This  is  only  an  assumption,  to  be  sure,  but  it 
-is  reasonable,  knowing  the  thickness  of  the 
wall  and  the  non-inflammable  character  of  the 
material.  It  is  likewise  possible  to  divide  each 
of  these  three  main  divisions  into  various  sub¬ 
divisions  each  wth  a  capacity  of  250  tons. 
These  smaller  divisions  are  made  by  inserting 
planks  into  slats  cast  into  the  concrete  parti¬ 
tions. 

The  pocket  equipment  and  complete  reinforce¬ 
ment  details  were  designed  by  Adolph  Suck,  an 
engineer  of  Boston,  who  has  made  a  careful 
study  of  retail  coal  plants  and  he  is  also  the 
originator  of  this  type  of  pockets,  this  being  the 
seventh  one  in  concrete  designed  by  him.  The 
contractor  for  the  construction  was  Benjamin 
Fox,  of  Boston,  and  was  erected  under  the  per¬ 
sonal  supervision  of  the  engineer.  The  machin¬ 
ery  used  is  that  manufactured  by  the  Robins 
Conveying  Belt  Company. 

When  one  takes  into  consideration  that  the  cost 
of  a  concrete  pocket  is  but  little  more  and  in  some 
cases  less  than  a  wooden  pocket  and  as  no  in¬ 
surance  is  necessary  to  be  carried  on  the  pocket 
itself,  there  is  no  question  whatever  that  all  fu¬ 
ture  pockets  will  be  built  of  concrete. 


Are  Abuses  Removed? 


The  annual  report  of  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  has  just  been  transmitted 
to  congress.  The  most  important  passage  in 
this  communication  relates  to  the  attitude  of 
the  railway  officials  toward  the  Hepburn 
amendment  of  the  interstate  commerce  act. 
In  discussing  that  portion  of  this  act  the  com¬ 
mission  says  in  its  report: 

“By  railway  manager,  almost  without  excep¬ 
tion,  the  amended  law  has  been  accepted  in 
good  faith  and  they  exhibit,  for  the  most  part, 
a  sincere  and  earnest  disposition  to  conform 
their  methods  to  its  requirements.” 

The  report  of  the  commission  goes  on  to 
say  that  the  reforms  required  were  somewhat 
radical  and,  consequently,  it  was  not  expected 
that  these  would  be  accomplished  without  con¬ 
siderable  delay.  It  expresses  some  surprise 
in  the  improvement  already  made  and  is  grati¬ 
fied  at  the  extent  of  the  readjustment  of  rates 
and  the  correction  of  abuses  by  the  carriers 
themselves.  Continuing,  the  report  of  the 
commission  says: 

“As  this  progress  goes  on,  as  special  privi¬ 
leges  disappear  and  favoritism  ceases  to  be 
even  suspected,  the  indirect,  but  none  the  less 
certain  benefits  of  the  law  will  become  more 
and  more  apparent.” 

In  this  respect  the  commission  shows  a  de¬ 
gree  of  optimism,  as  to  the  future  action  of 
the  railroad,  which,  unfortunately,  is  not  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  general  shipping  interests. 
The  west  fails  to  reveal  very  many  shippers 
or  consignees  who  are  willing  to  take  the  op¬ 
timistic  stand  that  special  privileges  are  like¬ 
ly  to  disappear  and  that  favoritism  will  cease 
to  be  even  suspected. 

The  railroads  are  disposed  to  broaden  the 
market  of  coal  companies  in  which  they  are  in¬ 
terested  by  taking  off  all  restrictions  as  to  the 
length  of  the  haul,  while  keeping  very  close  watch 
on  the  equipment  placed  at  the  mines  of  com¬ 
peting  companies  to  see  that  it  does  not  go  off 
the  line  of  the  railroad  which  immediately  serves 
that  property. 

The  danger  which  confronts  the  shipping  in¬ 
terests  of  the  country  is  that  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  believes  the  question 
to  be  solved  as  far  as  discrimination  is  con¬ 
cerned  and  will  consequently  let  up  in  its 
vigilance  upon  the  railroads.  That  it  is  all 
ready  to  take  up  another  phase  of  the  trans¬ 
portation  problem  is  shown  by  the  significance 
which  the  commission  places  upon  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  railroad  accidents.  It  wants  to  devote 
some  of  its  valuable  time  to  making  rates,  leav¬ 
ing  other  matters  to  care  for  themselves. 
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Causes  of  Explosions  and  the  Remedy. 


The  recent  disasters  in  coal  mines  called  public 
attention  anew  to  the  needless  sacrifice  of  life 
and.  property  in  this  industry.  The  figures  that 
have  been  compiled  show  conclusively  that  meth¬ 
ods  in  the  United  States  are  far  less  effective 
in  avoiding  these  eatastrophies  than  in  any  other 
country. 

The  death  rate  is  appalling  when  compared 
with  the  vital  statistics  of  any  other  industry — 
even  that  of  transportation.  That  the  United 
States  stands  alone  in  this  is  equal  to  a  tre¬ 
mendous  indictment  of  our  methods.  This  week 
The  Black  Diamond  is  able  to  present  three 
short  articles  bearing  upon  this  very  important 
subject.  One  of  them  is  from  Mr.  Roy,  who  is 
acknowledged  as  a  man  of  wide  experience  and 
practical  knowledge.  The  second  is  from  Mr. 
Crawford,  who  takes  the  scientific  view  of  the 
thing  and  who,  therefore,  presents  matters  supple¬ 
mental  to  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Roy.  The  third 
treats  of  the  best  method  of  keeping  the  air 
pure  and  this,  naturally,  augments  what  Mr.  Roy 
and  Mr.  Crawford  have  to  say. 


View  of  a.  Miner. 


By  Andrew  Roy. 

Until  twenty-four  years  ago  all  coal  mine  ex¬ 
plosions  were  regarded  as  due  to  firedamp.  As 
early  as  1845  Messrs.  Lyell  and  Faraday,  two 
English  chemists  who  were  sent  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain  to  investigate  the  cause 
of  several  great  explosions,  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  firedamp  was  not  the  only  force  in 
colliery  explosions,  where  dry  coal  dust  existed 
in  large  quantities.  In  1879  the  Chesterfield  and 
Derbyshire  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers  made 
a  series  of  elaborate  experiments  and  came  to 
the  conclusoin  that,  although  coal  dust  can  be  in¬ 
flamed  under  specially  arranged  conditions,  only 
ignition  of  the  dust  results,  unless  firedamp  is 
present  in  the  air.  The  researches  of  Mr.  Gallo¬ 
way  in  his  earlier  experiments  came  to  the  same 
conclusion ;  but  in  his  later  researches  he  discov¬ 
ered  that  firedamp  is  not  necessary  in  any  quan¬ 
tity  to  produce  as  fatal  and  destructive  catas¬ 
trophes  as  the  most  violent  explosions  of  fire¬ 
damp  in  a  dry  and  dusty  mine. 

Following  Mr.  Galloway’s  researches  the  gov¬ 
ernments  of  England,  France  and  Germany  each 
appointed  special  commissions  to  investigate  the 
cause  of  explosions  in  dry  and  dusty  mines.  The 
German  commission,  by  its  scientific  technical 
commission,  made  a  series  of  experiments  under 
circumstances  more  closely  resembling  mining 
condition  than  any  other  that  had  been  made, 
being  made  in  a  stone  drift  167  feet  in  length, 
the  floor  of  which  was  covered  by  a  layer  of 
fine  coal  dust  an  inch  and  a  half  thick,  which 
was  fired  into  by  a  small  cannon,  protected  by 
a  heavy  block  of  masonry  and  fired  by  electricity. 
Experiments  were  made  with  dry  dust  brought 
from  several  mines.  A  gun  fired  with  clay 
tamping  produced  a  flame  eighteen  feet  in  length ; 
with  coal  tamping  the  flame  extended  thirty-one 
feet.  When  dust  was  used  from  the  Pluto  mine, 
which  had  been  the  scene  of  several  explosions, 
the  length  of  flame  extended  190  feet — thirty-two 
feet  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  adit — producing  a 
loud  explosion.  An  experiment  was  also  made 
with  dust  from  a  mine,  the  dust  of  which  was  low 
in  volatile  matter,  five  per  cent  of  gas  being  added 
and  mixed  with  the  air  of  the  drift.  The  flame 
extended  thirty-six  feet,  demonstrating  that  the 
quality  of  the  coal  dust  had  everything  to  do  in 
propagating  an  explosion.  The  dust  from  the 
Ploto  mine  was  very  high  in  volatile  matter. 

The  experiments  soon  to  be  undertaken  by 
the  technical  branch  of  the  United  States  Geolog¬ 
ical  Survey  will  shed  a  flood  of  light  on  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  coal  dust  in  creating  and  propagating 
mine  explosions.  The  numerous  and  terrible 


losses  of  life  in  the  coal  mines  of  the  United 
States,  and  especially  in  the  mines  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Pennsylvania  are  unwarranted  and  un¬ 
called  for.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  these 
dreadful  catastrophes  occur  in  coal  regions  where 
the  miners  are  forbidden  to  organize. 


Scientific  Explanation. 


By  C.  W,  Crawford. 

Whatever  the  causes  of  so  many  disastrous 
mine  explosions  in  the  last  year;  it  is  unfortunate 
that  no  exhaustive  explanation  has  been  made, 
and  no  sufficient  theory  offered.  The  question  of 
humanity  demands  a  deeper  investigation  of  the 
causes  than  that  of  the  coroner’s  jury. 

Whatever  be  the  faults  of  the  miners,  they  are 
entitled  to  protection  while  at  work,  and  whatever 
the  faults  of  the  operators,  they  are  entitled  to  a 
better  safeguard  against  such  dreadful  conse¬ 
quences.  ' 

The  causes  of  explosions  are  believed  to  be 
numerous  but  the  explosives  per  se  are  only  two 
in  number,  coal  dust,  and  gas.  The  latter,  which 
is  of  primary  importance,  consists  of  hydrogen 
gas  in  some  form  or  other  as  to  mixture  with 
other  gases,  but  the  explosive  part  of  it  is  hydro¬ 
gen.  When  this  gas  becomes  mixed  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  proportion  of  atmospheric  oxygen  of  the  air 
it  explodes  in  contact  with  the  flame  of  a  lamp, 
or  a  spark.  Nearly  all  coal  mines  are  kndwn  to 
exude  gas  in  more  or  less  quality,  but  only  where 
the  escape  is  considerable  is  any  special  precaution 
taken  to  insure  safety,  the  ventilation  being  de¬ 
pended  upon  to  dilute  it  and  to  carry  it  out  be¬ 
fore  the  danger  point  is  reached.  This  gas  ac¬ 
cumulates  in  worked-out  rooms,  and  sometimes 
where  large  areas  are  abandoned  the  accumla- 
tion  goes  on  unnoticed  perhaps  for  years.  The 
gas  displaces  the  air  and  unless  it  is  within  reach 
of  the  ventilating  currents  it  must,  sooner  or 
later,  come  to  the  explosive  mixture  with  the 
quiescent  air  contained  in  these  spaces. 

It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  such  accumula¬ 
tion  could  occur  in  the  open  workings  unnoticed, 
where  the  ventilation  is  presumed  to  be  equal  to 
the  requirement  and  where  every  miner  is  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  one  to  remonstrate.  Hence  it  would 
seem  that  it  must  come  from  some  unused  cor¬ 
ners,  or  empty  rooms  or  worked  out  spaces.  It 
is  easily  conceivable  that  draughts  of  this  con¬ 
taminated  air  might  be  started  by  unequal  ventila¬ 
tion  or  a  back  pressure  caused  by  stopping  the 
fans,  or  by  any  unexpected  contingency.  Any 
way,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  other  source  for 
such  quantity  of  gas  as  to  wreck  a  mine,  and  the 
plausible  thing  to  do  would  be  to  ventilate  fully 
all  the  worked  out  space  as  well  as  the  actual 
workings — and  a  superabundance  of  ventilation 
would  be  of  less  detriment  than  an  explosion  any 
time. 

Coal  dust  is  a  hydrocarbon  and  when  mixed 
with  the  air  in  sufficient  quantity  it  explodes  in 
contact  with  flame  or  a  spark  similarly  to  gas  or 
other  explosive,  but  it  is  not  liable  to  become  so 
thoroughly  impregnated  in  the  air  as  to  cause  ex¬ 
plosion  without  being  seen,  or  otherwise  noticed, 
and  it  is  subject  to  being  carried  out  by  the  ven¬ 
tilation  as  fast  as  it  accumulates,  and  the  worked 
out  spaces  are  not  likely  to  be  pervaded  with  it 
to  a  dangerous  degree. 

The  same  precaution — a  superabundance  of  ven¬ 
tilation — would  guard  against  danger  from  coal 
dust  more  easily  than  gas. 


Province  of  New  Fan. 


In  view  of  the  many  recent  mine  disasters 
due  to  insufficient  ventilation,  special  interest 
attaches  to  the  announcement  of  a  new  cen¬ 
trifugal  mine  fan  made  by  the  Jeffrey  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  for 
which  they  claim  remarkably  high  .efficiency, 
as  indicated  by  the  accompanying  table.  These 
results  are  obtained  from  a  fan  ten  feet  in 
diameter  by  five  feet  wide,  two  illustrations 
of  which  are  shown,  and  which  has  been  in¬ 


stalled  for  purposes  of  demonstration  at  the 
company’s  works  in  Columbus. 
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The  special  features  which  give  this  fan 
large  volumes  at  slow  speeds  and  a  large  ca- 
v  pacity  against  high  gauges  are  the  concave, 


The  New  Fan. 


curved  vanes  which  discharge  the  air  in  a 
true  radial  direction  with  no  dragging  effect 
on  the  wheel,  and  the  conical  scoops  which 
are  features  of  no  other  fan,  and  which,  by 
their  special  forms  and  positions,  prevent  the 
gushing  of  air  from  the  inlet. 

The  fan  is  made  entirely  of  steel  mounted 
on  a  hammered  steel  shaft  with  accurately 
machined  cast  iron  hubs,  and  is  held  rigid  and 


The  Fan  Mounted. 


true  by  adjustable  stay  rods  which  offer  no 
obstruction  to  the  free  inlet  of  air. 

Another  advantageous  feature  is  the  steel 
casing  which  extends  to  the  ground  line, 
eliminating  the  large  amount  of  masonry 
usually  required  with  fan  installations. 


The  strike  of  coal  miners  in  the  coal  fields 
about  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  which  was  or¬ 
dered  about  the  middle  of  last  October,  has 
been  called  off  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Trade  Feels  Effect  of  Un¬ 
seasonable  Weather— Bituminous 
Situation  Unimproved. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

New  York,  January  9. 

It  is  now  well  along  toward  the  middle  of 
January,  with  the  weather  still  too  mild  to  ne¬ 
cessitate  the  general  use  of  anthracite  for 
heating  purposes.  This  makes  the  market 
rather  dull  from  a  standpoint  of  new  orders. 
Fortunately,  many  of  the  companies  are  well 
supplied  with  old  orders. 

Most  of  the  companies  have  plenty  of  old 
orders  on  their  books,  which  they  are  now  fill¬ 
ing,  and  if  no  new  business  develops  in  the 
next  two  or  three  weeks  most  of  them  have 
enough  orders  on  hand  to  keep  them  busy. 
A  heavy  tonnage  is  moving  all  the  time,  and 
all  the  sizes,  excepting  egg  and  broken,  are  in 
good  demand.  Production,  since  the  holidays, 
has  not  been  quite  up  to  normal,  as  in  many  of 
the  regions  church  holidays  are  encountered 
every  few  days,  but  despite  this  a  good  lot  of 
coal  is  being  produced.  Practically  all  of  the 
washeries  are  working  full,  so  that  with  the 
fresh-mined  steam  sizes  and  the  steam  sizes 
coming  from  the  washeries,  these  sizes  are  in 
some  instances  easier. 

In  Greater  New  York  and  the  surrounding 
cities  trade  in  anthracite  is  quiet.  Consumers 
have  not  been  buying  heavily  for  three  weeks, 
hence  they  are  not  believed  to  have  much  coal 
in  their  bins.  Dealers  are  hoping  for  colder 
weather,  so  that  they  can  get  busy.  Many  re¬ 
tailers,  owing  to  the  stringency  in  the  money 
market,  have  not  been  buying  much  coal  the 
last  few  months,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  the 
stocks  of  coal  now  being  held  by  the  retailers 
is  anywhere  near  as  large  as  they  usually  carry 
on  hand  in  the  winter. 

Throughout  New  England  trade  is  generally 
fair,  though  not  as  heavy  as  operators  and 
dealers  would  like.  Some  New  England  retail¬ 
ers  are  reported  as  cancelling  some  few  orders, 
or  giving  shippers  orders  to  hold  back  on  their 
contracts  until  the  weather  becomes  more  se¬ 
vere.  All-rail  business  to  these  points  holds  up 
well,  and  considerable  coal  is  also  going  to  the 
tidewater  points  in  this  territory. 

Shipments  west  by  all-rail  are  showing  a  fall¬ 
ing  off  from  week  to  week.  This  trade  was 
very  active  right  up  to  the  holidays,  and  the 
present  dullness  is  held  to  be  due  to  the  mild 
weather  prevailing  throughout  that  territory. 

In  the  way  of  production,  some  operators 
contend  that  a  slight  curtailment  would  help 
matters  greatly.  They  hold  that  it  would  cause 
some  of  the  sizes,  now  long,  to  be  cleared  up, 
and  that  as  soon  as  a  scarcity  of  coal  was  no¬ 
ticed,  that  there  would  be  a  great  revival  in 
new  orders.  On  the  other  hand,  some  oper¬ 
ators  are  contending  that  there  is  plenty  of 
demand  to  take  care  of  the  full  production. 
December  figures  of  production  are  not  given 
in  full  as  yet,  but  the  month’s  tonnage,  it  is 
believed,  will  exceed  5,200,000  tons,  which  will 
make  the  production  for  1907  aggregate  over 
66,500,000  tons.  The  Reading  is  the  only  com¬ 
pany  which  has  given  its  December  production 
up  to  the  moment.  The  Reading  produced 
1,141,000  tons  in  December,  as  compared  with 
987,057  tons  in  December,  1906.  For  the  year 
1907  the  Reading  produced  14,018,537  tons,  or 
2,760,242  tons  over  1906. 

The  open  weather  has  enabled  the  movement 
of  coal  by  tide  to  be  carried  on  without  much 
restriction.  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
squally  days  each  week,  transportation  by 
water  has  not  been  retarded  to  any  extent,  so 
that  deliveries  by  water  have  been  fairly 
prompt.  Owing  to  the  slackening  up  in  bitu¬ 
minous  and  other  lines  of  traffic,  vessels  are 
very  plentiful,  and  rates  have  been  trending 
downward  for  two  months. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  Atlantic  sea¬ 
board  soft  coal  trade.  The  demand  for  coal  is 
lacking,  and  this  tells  the  whole  story.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  price,  but  a  matter  of  need,  as 
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is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  even  sacrifice  sales 
of  demurrage  coal  fail  to  attract  buyers. 

This  week  we  hear  of  lots  of  demurrage  coal, 
,  of  well-known  Pennsylvania  grades,  offering  at 
tidewater  ports,  New  York  harbor,  as  low  as 
$2.20,  with  few  takers.  Good  grades  steam  coal 
can  be  bought  at  $2.50,  and  the  best  grades  sell 
at  $2.60  and  $2.70.  Quantities  of  coal  are  ac¬ 
cumulating  at  all  the  ports,  and  each  week 
more  and  more  of  it  is  reaching  the  demurrage 
stage.  Much  of  this  coal  has  been  delayed  in 
transit.  Some  cars  which  were  shipped  about 
the  middle  of  December  are  just  coming  to 
destination.  At  several  of  the  local  ports  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  shippers  are  embargoed,  so 
that  the  mines  will  be  compelled  to  curtail 
production  or  ship  elsewhere.  While  one  hears 
of  a  general  curtailment  in  production,  it  has 
not  yet  been  felt  on  the  market.  Operators 
contend  that  the  curtailment  should  have  com¬ 
menced  early  in  December  or  late  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  when  the  demand  for  coal  fell  off  so  sud¬ 
denly. 

The  New  England  situation,  despite  the  nu¬ 
merous  rumors  in  the  daily  papers  of  “factories 
resuming  work,”  has  not  improved.  Boston 
harbor  is  full  of  demurrage  coal,  while  all  the 
sound  ports  show  a  like  congestion,  it  being 
reported  that  on  Tuesday  Providence  alone 
had  some  70,000  tons  in  bottoms,  one-half  of 
which  had  reached  the  demurrage  stage. 

In  the  West  Virginia  fields  the  larger  com¬ 
panies  are  restricting  production.  This  week 
some  good  lots  of  coal  are  being  discharged  at 
the  Roads,  but  it  is  for  off-shore  business. 
Very  little  coal  is  being  loaded  for  the  coast¬ 
wise  trade  except  upon  old  contracts.  Oper¬ 
ators  in  the  standard  West  Virginia  coals  are 
still  holding  up  the  contract  price.  Operators 
in  Pennsylvania  coals  are  fearing  that  the 
slump  in  demand  and  the  break  in  prices  is 
going  to  have  a  bad  effect  upon  new  contracts 
next  April. 

All-rail  trade  is  dull,  and  while  the  car  supply 
is  more  than  plentiful  and  the  roads  are  load¬ 
ing  up  the  side  tracks  of  all  operations,  whether 
idle  or  not,  there  is  a  general  complaint  about 
the  slow  time  that  coal  is  making  from  the 
mines  to  tide.  With  all  kinds  of  traffic  light, 
shippers  see  no  reason  why  coal  should  not 
move  on  schedule. 

Trade  in  the  east  shows  no  change.  Some 
of  the  tidewater  ports  which  are  still  open  are 
receiving  occasional  cargoes,  but  most  of  the 
ports  are  dead  so  far  as  coal  receipts  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Trade  along  the  sound  is  inactive, 
only  the  better  grades  of  coal  being  in  demand. 

New  York  harbor  trade  shows  no  improve¬ 
ment.  There  are  quantities  of  coal  offering, 
and  buyers  can  make  their  own  prices  in  many 
instances,  but  even  with  these  concessions  pur¬ 
chasers  are  few. 

Vessels  are  very  plentiful,  with  rates  still 
trending  downward.  From  the  Roads  and 
Philadelphia  charters  are.  made  at  75  cents  to 
Boston.  From  Baltimore  80  cents  is  about  the 
prevailing  rate,  while  from  New  York  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  75  to  80  cents  is  asked. 


Pirates  Captured. 

On  Monday  afternoon  at  1  o’clock  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  New  York  police  boat  Patrol,  while 
cruising  in  the  Kill  Von  Kull,  saw  a  tug  with 
numerous  coal  barges  coming  up  from  the 
lower  ports.  The  captain  of  the  Patrol  dis¬ 
covered  two  small  boats  hugging  the  end  of 
the  tow,  and  he  straightway  bore  down  on  the 
boats,  which  he  surmised  were  owned  by  pi¬ 
rates,  who  were  robbing  the  cargoes  of  the 
coal  barges.  The  pirates,  seeing  that  they 
were  discovered,  attempted  to  scuttle  their 
boats  and  took  refuge  on  the  coal  barges. 
They  were  arrested  after  an  exchange  of  pistol 
shots  with  the  policemen  from  the  Patrol, 
and  were  brought  to  New  York.  Their  two 
boats,  each  containing  about  fifteen  tons  of 
coal,  were  brought  along  to  be  used  as  evi¬ 
dence.  Captain  Mott  and  James  Hallock,  ship¬ 
ping  master  of  the  Patrol,  are  receiving  con¬ 
gratulations  from  the  coal  trade  over  the  cap¬ 
ture.  Pirates  along  the  Kill  have  become  very 
bold  of  late,  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
hard  to  secure  convictions  when  they  are  ap¬ 
prehended. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  January  9. —  ( Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.)  Now  that  the  holidays  are  past  and  the 
usual  quietness  attendant  upon  them  has  been, 
in  a  measure,  dissipated,  the  anthracite  market 
is  beginning  to  assume  more  decided  symptoms 
of  activity.  Dealers  are  encouraged  by  the  out¬ 
look  and  predict  that,  heavy  as  was  the  trade 
of  1907,  the  market  of  1908  is  certain  to  be  its 
close  competitor,  if  it  does  not  surpass  it  in  the 
amount  of  general  business  recorded. 

Factories  and  mills,  which  were  closed  for  the 
greater  part  of  December,  are  already  beginning 
to  resume  operations,  and  it  is  believed  that  this 
increased  activity  in  the  industrial  world,  will 
quickly  communicate  itself  to  the  coal  trade. 
1  here  is  still  quite  a  demand  on  old  orders  and 
the  volume  of  trade  is  considerable,  though  per¬ 
haps  not  quite  as  strong  as  last  year  at  this  time. 
Activity  in  filling  calls  for  eastern  and  middle  state 
coal,  which  were  sidetracked  during  the  closing 
days  of  lake  navigation,  has  had  a  strong  influ¬ 
ence  in  accelerating  business,  and  although  there 
has  not  been  a  heavy  demand  in  new  business, 
dealers  have  had  about  all  they  could  conven¬ 
iently  handle. 

The  retail  trade  is  wonderfully  steady,  when 
the  unusual  mildness  of  the  winter  is  taken  into 
account.  The  demand  for  chestnut  is  lively  and 
pea  coal  is  far  from  plentiful,  there  being  scarcely 
enough  in  store  to  supnly  the  demand.  Stove 
coal  is  available  in  ample  supply  but  the  steam 
sizes  are  short  and  hard  to  get.  On  the  whole, 
the  trade  is  following  the  weather,  and  dealers 
are  not  booking  orders  quite  as  rapidly  as  was 
the  case  during  the  colder  weather  of  last  season. 


The  Bituminous  Market. 

Operators  and  dealers  in  bituminous  coal  are 
more  encouraged  at  present  than  they  have  been 
in  a  long  time',  although  no  real  improvement  is 
noticeable  in  the  generally  gloomy  condition  which 
has  overshadowed  the  market  for  some  weeks. 
Producers  and  handlers,  however,  feel  that  with¬ 
in  a  short  time  the  situation  will  be  greatly  im¬ 
proved  and  activity  in  the  trade  be  renewed. 

On  April  1  the  present  wage  scale  instituted 
by  the  United  Mine  Workers’  Association  last 
spring,  will  terminate.  In  Pennsvlvania,  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Illinois  there  are  differences  to  be 
settled  between  the  miners  and  mine  owners  at 
that  time.  There  is  a  slight  probability  that  an 
amicable  agreement  will  be  reached  between  the 
interested  parties  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  but 
oprators  in  Southern  Ohio  anticipate  some  trouble 
in  adjusting  difficulties.  In  Western  Pennsylvania 
the  situation  is  more  encouraging  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  little  will  be  demanded  by  the  miners 
beyond  what  they  are  already  receiving.  In  the 
Pittsburgh  district  there  may  be  some  vexatious 
questions  to  settle. 

Prospects  for  active  business  in  February  and 
March  are  excellent  in  the  Allegheny  valley  dis¬ 
trict,  because  of  the  apparent  harmony  existing 
between  operators  and  mine  workers.  Larger 
consumers  are  beginning  to  stock  up  as  a  safe¬ 
guard  against  anv  trouble  which  mav  arise  in 
mining  districts  where  there  is  an  indication  of 
possible  trouble. 


A  dearth  of  new  calendars  is  noted  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  rounds  of  offices  in  the  New  York  coal 
trade.  The  companies  and  dealers  do  not 
seem  to  have  bought  as  heavily  of  calendars 
and  novelties  this  season  as  heretofore.  Ber- 
wind-White  Coal  Mining  Company  has  issued 
a  very  handsome  and  expensive  calendar, 
which  is  about  the  prettiest  offering  that  we 
have  yet  seen,  ahd  it  is  being  eagerly  -sought 
after.  The  United  Coal  Company  has  dis¬ 
tributed  some  handsome  memorandum  books, 
with  full  leather  cover,  arranged  for  inter¬ 
changeable  pads.  Whitney  &  Kemmerer  also 
distributed  handsome  memorandum  books. 
The  Garfield  and  Proctor  Coal  Company, 
novel  desk  pads;  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  desk  pads;  while  many  of  the  retail 
trade  gave  out  calendars,  H.  Babcock  &  Sons 
distributing  one  that  is  very  artistic  and  ex¬ 
pensive. 
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Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  January  9. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — The  weather  is  yet  too  mild  to 
cause  much  buying  of  anthracite  on  the  part  of 
consumers.  Consequently,  the  companies  and 
wholesalers  report  business  as  being  quiet. 
Considerable  coal  is  still  coming  forward,  and 
the  trade  are  waiting  for  some  severe  weather 
to  give  a  snap  to  things.  The  figures  just 
given  out  by  D.  D.  Morse,  secretary  of  the 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  show  that  the 
receipts  of  anthracite  at  Boston  for  the  year 
1907,  showed  an  increase  of  403,649  tons  over 
1906.  Total  receipts  for  1907  were  2,053,328 
tons.  Bituminous  receipts  for  the  year  1907 
increased  325,120  tons,  the  year’s  receipts  total¬ 
ing  3,184,964  tons.  Receipts  of  provincial  coal 
fell  off  112,420  tons,  545,652  tons  being  received 
in  1907  as  compared  with  658,072  tons  in  1906. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  bituminous 
situation.  New  orders  are  not  to  be  obtained, 
it  seems,  which  makes  it  very  hard  on  those 
shippers  who  have  coal  here  and  en  route 
which  is  uncontracted  for.  There  is  quite  a  lot 
of  demurrage  coal  in  Boston  harbor  now,  and 
this  week,  bargain  hunters  can  name  some  very 
low  prices  at  which  cargoes  can  be  obtained. 
On  Pennsylvania  coals,  sales  are  made  at  from 
$3  to  $4,  which  shows  a  wide  range.  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  sold  at  $3.85  at  Mystic 
Wharf  during  the  week.  One  hears  of  some 
improvement  in  industrial  conditions  through¬ 
out  New  England,  but  if  there  has  been  a  gen¬ 
eral  resumption  of  manufacturing,  the  effect 
has  not  yet  been  felt  in  the  coal  trade.  Some 
concern  which  have  contracts  are  taking  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  coal  than  during  the  past  month,  but 
there  still  seems  to  be  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  consumers  to  go  slow  in  the  matter 
of  taking  on  coal  at  present. 

Vessel  rates  have  now  reached  the  point 
where  some  owners  prefer  to  tie  up  their  craft 
than  to  take  charters  at  the  prevailing  rates. 
From  Philadelphia  charters  are  now  made  at 
70  cents  to  Boston,  this  rate  also  prevailing 
from  Hampton  Roads,  while  Baltimore  char¬ 
ters  are  at  75  to  80  cents.  From  Philadelphia 
to  Portland,  75  cents;  to  New  Bedford,  60 
cents.  New  York  to  New  Bedford,  50  cents. 

There  were  two  big  fires  in  East  Boston 
Monday  night,  which  were  believed  to  be  of 
incendiary  origin.  The  Suffolk  Coal  Company 
was  one  of  the  victims,  suffering  a  loss  of 
$40,000.  All  day  Tuesday,  firemen  poured 
water  on  the  14,000-ton  pile  of  coal  of  this 
company,  and  saved  most  of  it.  Damage  to 
their  plant  was  considerable. 

The  Steamer  Everett,  which  is  under  char¬ 
ter  to  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  and 
which  is  engaged  in  bringing  coal  from  Balti¬ 
more  to  Boston,  is  making  very  prompt  sched¬ 
ules,  and  is  giving  satisfaction  in  every  way. 
The  Davis  people  have  good  facilities  for  load¬ 
ing  at  their  Baltimore  docks,  and  the  vessel 
is  enabled  to  take  on  a  7,000-ton  cargo  there 
at  twelve  hours.  At  this  end  of  the  line,  dis¬ 
charging,  while  rapid,  is  not  so  prompt.  The 
boat  has  been  making  a  round  trip  every  ten 
days,  which  is  considered  pretty  good  con¬ 
sidering  the  time  allowed  for  loading  and  dis¬ 
charging.  The  Malden,  a  sister  ship  of  the 
Everett,  is  now  under  charter  to  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Coal  Company,  and  is  running  between 
Boston  and  the  Southern  ports. 


Since  the  recent  mine  disasters  in  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  region  of  Pennsylvania.  Chief  Roderick 
of  the  State  Department  of  Mines  has  urged 
the  inspectors  to  greater  efforts  to  protect  min¬ 
ers.  A  special  committee  of  five  inspectors  has 
been  appointed  by  Mr.  Roderick  to  inspect  any 
mine  in  the  region  about  which  any  doubt  exists 
regarding  the  conditions  of  safety.  The  following 
letter  has  been  sent  to  each  of  the  twenty 
inspectors  in  the  bituminous  sections  of  the  state : 
“I  am  especially  apprehensive  of  the  conditions 
existing  in  mines  where  coal  is  being  blasted 
from  the  solid,  also  in  the  mines  where  the 
undercutting  is  being  done  by  electric  chain  ma¬ 
chines,  by  which  the  atmosphere  of  the  mine  is 
continually  impregnated  with  coal  dust.  Have 
you  any  mines  of  this  character  in  your  district? 
If  so,  send  to  me  at  once'  their  names  and  loca¬ 
tions.” 


Financial  News. 


New  York  Central  Lines. 

The  vice-president  of  the  New  York  Central 
lines  has  issued  a  statement  showing  the  gross 
earnings  for  the  month  of  November.  It  fol¬ 
lows: 

November:  1907.  Increase. 

N.  Y.  Central  &  Hudson  River. $7,876,736.41  *$205,603.40 

Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  So....  3,717,084.37  281,528.31 

Lake  Erie  &  Western .  391.G71.49  *23,730.77 

Chicago,  Indiana  &  Southern...  243,492.56  40,826.33 

New  York,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis.  809,893.62  3,786.75 

Michigan  Central  .  2,351,997.55  *135.00 

Cleve.,  Cin.,  Chicago  &  St.  L. .  2,208,060.12  151,166.52 

Peoria  &  Eastern  .  235,717.92  *18,063.15 

Cincinnati  Northern  .  79,687.44  *2,506.60 

Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie .  1,277,366.82  15,469.37 

Rutland  .  260,277.02  26,856.66 

’Decrease. 


Lehigh  Valley  Report. 


The  financial  statement  for  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  Company  for  the  month  of  November 
and  for  the  five  months  ended  November  30,  has 
just  been  submitted.  The  statement  is  as  follows: 


For  November,  1907: 

Total,  operating  revenue . $  3,202,788.97 

Total  operating  expenses . : .  2,088,792.90 


Net  operating  revenue . $  1,113,996.07 

Taxes .  94,300.00 


Operating  income  . $  1,019,696.07 

Five  Months,  Ended  November  30,  1907: 

Total  operating  revenue . $16,739,974.20 

Total  operating  expenses .  10,189,590.62 


Net  operating  revenue . $  6,550,383.58 

Taxes  .  471,500.00 


Operating  income  . $  6,078,883.58 


The  earnings  and  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1,  1907,  being  stated  in  accordance  with  the  new 
classification  ordered  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission,  comparison  with  the  figures  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  previous  year  would  be  misleading,  as  the 
commission,  among  other  changes,  has  ordered  discon¬ 
tinued  the  method  heretofore  employed  of  charging  to 
expenses  from  time  to  time,  as  necessary,  to  maintain  the 
equipment,  the  cost  of  new  locomotives  or  cars,  and  in¬ 
stead  has  directed  a  monthly  charge  to  expenses  for  de¬ 
preciation,  beginning  with  the  month  of  July,  1907. 


Reading  Coal  Year. 


The  Reading  Company’s  anthracite  coal  ship¬ 
ments  in  1907  were  as  follows,  in  tons: 


1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

Jan . 

.  .  1,070,898 

1,078,385 

871,595 

879,827 

Feb . 

927,240 

1,027,347 

767,070 

872,938 

March 

.  .  892,274 

1,175,941 

1,044,239 

694,257 

April  .  .  . 

.  .  1,311,543 

53,757 

1,080,962 

1,118,630 

May  . .  .  . 

.  .  1,249,133 

604,422 

1,262,074 

971,250 

Tune  .  .  . 

.  .  1,300,330 

1,194,399 

1,161,603 

1,131,896 

Tuly  . .  .  . 

.  .  1,182,126 

937,098 

913,966 

919,119 

Aug.  .  .  . 

..  1,173,245 

1,187,971 

1,132,298 

852,271 

Sept. 

.  .  1,201,301 

804,390 

1,067,916 

733,838 

Oct . 

.  .  1,350,493 

1,158,914 

1,106,916 

1,154,609 

Nov . 

.  .  1,218,974 

1,028,546 

1,119,338 

1,014,643 

Dec.  .  .  . 

...  1,141,000 

987,053 

1,046,852 

1,056,344 

Total  . 

.  .14,018,537 

11,258,295 

12,574,502 

11,399,622 

The  increase  in  1907  was  2,760,242  tons  over 
1906,  1,444,035  tons  over  1905,  the  previous  rec¬ 
ord  year,  and  2,718,915  tons  over  1904. 

These  are  the  largest  anthracite  shipments  in 
the  history  of  the  Reading  Company.  Annual 
shipments  have  been  as  follows,  in  tons: 


1903 . 

.  7,932,891|1899 . 

.  9,533,693 

1902 . 

.  0,465,953|189S . 

.  9,464,598 

1901 . 

.  10.523, 891 1 1897 . 

.  9,230,238 

1900 . 

.  10.672.556j 

Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.’  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report  as  follows: 

The  freight  market  continues  to  mark  time, 
and  the  majority  of  steamers  recently  fixed 
have  not  been  reported.  The  only  reported 
fixtures  are  the  following:  Steamer  Thelma, 
846  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  Matanzas, 
p.  t.,  and  steamer  Fortuna,  1,901  tons  register, 
Norfolk  to  Havana,  at  $1.40. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $1.90 
to  $2.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.50  to  $1.55 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.60  to  $1.65  to  Daiquiri;  $1.80 
to  $1.85  to  Santiago;  $1.60  to  Colon;  $1.90  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.95  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.65  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.90  to  Barbados;  $1.70 
to  $1.80  to  Kingston;  $1.25  and  port  charges  to 
Curacao;  $2.45  to  $2.55  to  Demarara;  $1.75  to 
$1.85  to  Bermuda;  $1.50  to  $1.55  to  Vera  Cruz; 


$1.50  to  $1.55  to  Tampico  ($2.35  on  coke  to 
Tampico);  11s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  13s  6d  to 
14s  to  Rosario;  13s  6d  to  14s  to  Rio;  14s  6d  to 
15s  6d  to  Santos;  10s  6d  to  11s  6d  to  a  direct 
port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $4.25  to  $4.50 
and  discharged  to  Manila;  $4.50  to  $4.75  to 
Japanese  ports. 


Record  Production. 


Tonnage  for  1907,  67,109,393  or  an  In¬ 
crease  of  11,410,798  Over 
1906. 


Philadelphia,  January  9. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  figures  of  the  production  of 
anthracite  coal  in  1907,  which  have  just  been 
given  out,  show  that  the  tonnage  for  last  year 
was  67,109,393  tons,  as  compared  with  55,698,595 
tons  in  1906,  an  increase  of  11,410,798  tons. 
The  production  was  by  far  the  largest  for  any 
year  and  exceeded  expectations  of  the  operators. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  by  the  differ¬ 
ent  companies  during  December  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  month  of  last  year,  and  their 
respective  increases  and  decrease  in  tonnage,  fol¬ 
low  (in  tons)  : 


December: 

1907. 

1906. 

Increase. 

Phila.  &  Reading. . . . 

.1,141,258 

987,053 

154,205 

Lehigh  Valley  . 

.  906,411 

838,740 

67,671 

Cent.  R.  R.  of  N.  J. 

.  705,754 

632,784 

72,970 

D.,  L.  &  West . 

.  776,302 

792,842 

*16,540 

Delaware  &  Hudson.. 

.  499,791 

460,565 

39,226 

Pennsylvania  . 

.  545,156 

434,717 

110,439 

Erie  . 

.  562,082 

485,469 

76,613 

Ontario  &  Western.  . 

.  206,723. 

203,858 

2,865 

Total  . 

’Decrease. 

.5,343,477 

4,836,028 

507,449 

To  Mandamus  Reading  Co, 

Washington,  January  9. — It  is  said  here  that 
the  government  is  getting  ready  to  start  a  new 
sort  of  war  on  the  alleged  anthracite  coal  trust. 
The  government  wants  to  know  how  much 
money  the  companies  earn  and  what  is  done 
with  it.  The  government  is  reported  to  have 
asked  the  Reading  Company  for  this  informa¬ 
tion,  which  it  has  refused  to  give,  and  that  now 
it  is  planned  to  mandamus  the  Reading  to  secure 
the  facts  wanted. 

It  is  said  that  in  the  suits  now  pending  against 
the  alleged  trust,  the  government  is  hampered 
by  want  of  accurate  information  as  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  chain  of  companies  which  compose 
the  alleged  combination,  and  that  a  recent  law 
gave  them  power  to  demand  this  information. 

The  Reading  declines  to  comply,  claiming  that 
it  does  not  come  within  the  definition  which  the 
law  prescribes  of  corporations  subject  to  this 
requirement. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  trans¬ 
ported  over  the  road  for  the  week  ending 
January  4,  and  previously  during  the  year: 

Broad  Top  Cumberland  Total 

Week  Jan.  4 . 5,831  2,922  8,753 

Cor.  week  in  1907 . 6,822  8,349  15,171 

Total  for  the  year  1908.5,831  2,922  8,753 

Cor.  period  in  1907 . 6,822  8,349  15,171 

Total  for  week .  8,753 

Decrease  for  week .  6,415 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  8,753 

Decrease  to  date .  6,41'8 


E.  R.  Dunham,  for  the  last  six  years  a  sales¬ 
man  for  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  New  York, 
resigned  on  January  1,  and  will  engage  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself.  He  is  well  known  in  the 
New  York  coal  trade,  and  handled  a  large  ton¬ 
nage. 


Rumors  that  the  soft  coal  carrying  roads 
contemplate  another  advance  in  the  rate  on 
soft  coal,  continue  current.  It  is  reported  that 
some  of  the  traffic  officials  of  the  roads  con¬ 
cerned  will  have  a  conference  at  an  early  date 
to  discuss  the  matter. 


No.  2] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


25 


General  Coal  and  Coke  News. 


Recent  Incorporations. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  Milby  &  Dow  Coal  Company  of  Houston, 
Tex.,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 

The  Slater  Oil  &  Fuel  Company  of  Musko¬ 
gee,  I.  T.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $100,000  by  E.  R.  Perry,  H.  Bel- 
ford  and  Fred  A.  Lain. 

The  E.  E.  White  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Beckley,  W.  Va.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $500,000  by  E.  E.  White,  Veris 
Austen  and  F.  M.  Ritcher  of  Mount  Carmel. 

The  Royal  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  Wa- 
terville,'  Maine.  The  capital  stock  of  the  con¬ 
cern  is  $300,000  and  the  incorporators  are  E. 
J.  Lawrence,  R.  M.  Gilman  and  C.  W.  Davis. 

The  Cibolo  Coal  Company  of  Guthrie, 
Okla.,  and  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,000  by  J. 
Betterton,  T.  M.  Turner  and  E.  L.  McKeown. 

The  Blocker  Coal  &  Land  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $100,000  by  T.  J.  Wright, 
W.  F.  Blocker  and  A.  W.  Sincard,  all  of  Fort 
Smith. 

The  St.  Louis  Consumers’  Coal  Company 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$2,500,  divided  into  shares  of  $100  each.  The 
stockholders  are  F.  R.  Spencer,  C.  C.  Holmes 
and  E.  A.  Hayes. 

Ellis  Bartholomew  and  others  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  have  organized  the  Lima  (Ohio)  Arti¬ 
ficial  Fuel  Company.  The  company  will  man¬ 
ufacture  artificial  fuel  from  peat  found  in  the 
bog  lands  of  Allen  and  adjoining  counties. 

The  Pace  Coal  Company  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  general  offices  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  to  operate  coal  mines  in  Campbell 
county,  that  state.  The  incorporators  are  R. 
B.  Baird,  T.  T.  Pace,  J.  T.  Bradley  and  C.  O. 
Baird. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  by  the  Youngstown  &  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company,  showing  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  mentioned  are 

M.  A.  Copeland,  W.  A.  Greenlund  and  R.  M. 
Russell. 

The  Snead  &  Meguire  Coal  Company,  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  has  been  recently  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  divided 
into  shares  of  $100  each.  The  incorporators 
are  Frank  F.  Snead,  Kenneth  U.  Meguire  and 
Karl  Jungbluth. 

Du  Bois  Coal  Mining  Company  of  Camden, 

N.  J.,  has  been  incorporated  for  the  purpose 
of  mining  coal  and  carrying  on  a  general 
wholesale  coal  business.  The  capital  stock  is 
$150,000  and  the  incorporators  are  O.  C.  Neal, 
A.  H.  Dunn  and  R.  J.  Swift. 

The  Sunshine  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
been  organized  to  conduct  a  general  coal  min¬ 
ing  business  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company,  which  is  fully 
paid  in,  is  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  R. 
V.  H.  Hanson,  G.  A.  Sims,  and  F.  B.  Scott. 

Schumacher  &  Sons  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
have  incorporated  at  that  place  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $15,000  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
a  general  wholesale  coal  and  wood  business. 
The  incorporators  are  A.  Schumacher,  Henry 
Schumacher,  R.  Schumacher  and  Frederick 
Schumacher,  all  of  Jersey  City. 

The  Conlin  &  Kearns  Company  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  to  conduct  a 
general  coal  business,  wholesale  and  retail. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  concern  is  $50,000, 
divided  into  shares  of  $100  each.  The  in¬ 
corporators  and  officers  of  the  concern  are 
Thomas  J.  Conlin,  president,  and  J.  T.  Kearns, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  Kendalia  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  with 


principal  offices  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  The 
mines  and  chief  works  of  the  concern  will  be 
at  Blakeley,  Kanawha  county,  on  the  line  of 
the  Kanawha  &  West  Virginia  railroad.  The 
capital  stock  is  $100,000  and  the  incorporators 
are  E.  L.  Parkins,  E.  G.  Parkins,  A.  S.  Bell 
and  A.  H.  Werder. 


Rumored  Extensions. 

The  Lignite  Coal  Company  of  Middlesboro, 
Ky.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
coal  lands  leased  near  that  city. 

The  E.  R.  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Company 
of  Roanoke,  Va.,  has  purchased  1,500  acres  of 
coal  land  near  Logan,  W.  Va.,  and  will  com¬ 
mence  developing  same  at  once. 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of 
Barbourville,  Ky.,  incorporated  a  few  weeks 
ago,  has  purchased  5,000  acres  of  coal  land 
in  Knox  county  and  will  start  developments  at 
once. 

The  Pittsburgh  Steam  Coal  Company  of 
Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  is  making  arrangements  to 
develop  a  tract  of  coal  land  near  that  city 
and  will  install  a  plant  to  cost  about  $50,000. 
A  number  of  coke  ovens  will  be  constructed. 


Southern  Notes. 

Estimates  of  the  amount  of  coal  mined  in 
the  state  of  Alabama  during  the  year  1907 
place  the  tonnage  at  about  13,000,000. 

Attorney  B.  F.  Thompson  of  Clarksburg, 
W.  Va.,  has  been  appointed  receiver  for  the 
Summit  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  the  mines  of 
which  are  located  at  Phoenixville.  The  lia¬ 
bilities  of  the  company  are  about  $15,000. 

The  Chesley  Coal  Company  of  Madisonville, 
Ky.,  has  made  an  assignment.  Among  other 
liabilities  appearing  on  the  schedule  is  one 
of  $60,000  due  the  estate  of  John  G.  Morton. 
The  total  debts  of  company  aggregate  $150,- 
000. 

A  number  of  the  largest  coal  operations  and 
coke  manufactories  in  the  vicinity  of  Bristol 
have  again  resumed  activity  and  running  at 
full  blast.  This  has  given  employment  to 
thousands  of  men  who  had  been  made  idle 
by  the  recent  financial  flurry. 

The  Sheffield  Coal  &  Iron  Company  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  an  independent  concern  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $2,500,000,  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  receiver.  The  president  of  this 
company  is  William  Edenborn,  a  director  in 
the  United  States  Steel  Corporation. 

The  mine  of  the  Clearfield  &  Ohio  River 
Coal  Company,  located  at  Moundsville,  W. 
Va.,  has  been  closed  down  temporarily.  No 
reason  is  given  for  this  action,  and  as.  the 
company  has  plenty  of  orders  on  hand  it  Is 
the  general  impression  that  the  mine  will  be 
sold. 


Western  Notes. 

J.  Hauck,  a  retailer  of  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
was  arrested  and  fined  $100  recently  for  de¬ 
livering  a  load  of  coal  which  was  short  350 
pounds.  In  his  defense  Mr.  Hauck  stated  that 
mud  on  his  wagon  made  the  difference. 

Coal  dealers  at  Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  have 
announced  reductions  on  coal  at  that  city, 
amounting  to  about  one  dollar  per  ton.  It  is 
stated  that  the  price  on  Rock  Springs  coal  is 
now  $9  per  ton,  this  product  formerly  selling 
for  $10. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  Company  of  Sagi¬ 
naw,  Mich.,  is  constructing  a  large  and  mod¬ 
ern  coal  washing  plant  at  that  city,  which  will 
have  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  per  day.  The 
contract  for  the  structure  is  held  by  the  Link 


Belt  Company  of  Chicago,  and  this  concern 
expects  to  have  the  washery  ready  for  oper¬ 
ation  by  the  1st  of  April. 

According  to  unofficial  figures  compiled  at 
the  office  of  the  customs  officers  at  Superior, 
the  receipts  of  coal  for  the  year  just  closed 
at  this  port  exceeded  5,000,000.  This  places 
Superior  practically  a  million  tons  ahead  of 
Milwaukee  and  makes  it  the  greatest  coal  dis¬ 
tributing  port  in  the  world. 

The  Bliss  coal  mine,  at  Swan  Creek,  near 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  will  soon  be  placed  in  opera¬ 
tion  with  a  force  of  150  miners.  By  next  sum¬ 
mer  it  is  expected  to  increase  this  number  to 
three  hundred.  The  coal  lies  about  150  feet 
below  the  surface,  is  three  and  a  half  feet 
thick,  and  covers  a  large  acreage. 

It  has  been  announced  by  the  state  mine  in¬ 
spector  of  Iowa  that  the  output  of  coal  in 
that  state  for  the  year  1907  amounted  to  7,- 
545,425  tons,  which  is  an  increase  of  527,840 
tons  over  the  year  1906.  The  report  also  shows 
that  there  were  less  accidents  and  deaths  in 
the  coal  mines  than  for  any  previous  year. 

According  to  the  coal  dealers  of  Seattle, 
Wash.,  the  cities  on  Puget  Sound  are  over¬ 
stocked  with  coal  and  many  mines  are  having 
difficulty  in  placing  their  output.  Before  the 
winter  is  over  coal  prices  are  expected  to 
take  a  tremendous  drop  unless  something  un- 
forseen  happens. 

The  C.  Reiss  Coal  Company  of  Sheboygan, 
Wis.,  has  purchased  a  large  automobile  deliv¬ 
ery  wagon.  This  is  to  be  given  a  trial  in  the 
city  delivery  business  of  the  concern  and  if  it 
proves  practical  the  company  will  obtain  a 
number  of  them.  It  is  possible  that  this  com¬ 
pany  will  also  introduce  this  method  of  de¬ 
livery  in  Manitowoc,  where  it  has  a  branch. 


To  Seek  Coal  in  Panama. 

New  York,  January  9. — A  party  of  five  men, 
headed  by  Dr.  Frank  Von  Teuber,  formerly 
official  photographer  of  the  Panama  Canal 
commission,  sailed  on  the  steamship  La  Plata 
to  explore  the  almost  impassable  country 
which  lies  to  the  south  of  the  canal  zone  and 
extends  to  the  Colombian  border. 

The  main  object  of  the  exploration  is  to  lo¬ 
cate  coal  and  mineral  deposits.  Incidentally, 
the  war  department  has  taken  a  great  interest 
in  the  object  of  the  expedition  and  it  desires 
to  obtain  accurate  maps  of  the  district.  The 
expedition  is  backed  by  private  capital.  Dr. 
vo.n  Teuber,  who  already  has  penetrated  140 
miles  into  the  208-strip  of  country,  declares 
that  he  not  only  has  seen  rich  deposits  of  coal, 
but  that  the  Argona  tribes,  which  inhabit  the 
country,  use  hard  coal  as  ballast  for  their 
boats.  Dr.  von  Teuber  lost  all  the  specimens 
he  collected,  they  having  been  captured  by  the 
Indians. 


Coal  Rate  War. 

Marshall,  Mo.,  January  9. — A  cut-rate  war  is 
on  here  between  coal  dealers,  and  they  are 
selling  the  best  Missouri  coal  for  $2.50  per  ton, 
delivered.  This  city  is  not  represented  in  any 
association  of  coal  dealers  which  may  account 
in  part  for  the  tremendous  sacrifices  in  values 
now  being  seen. 


Mines  Are  Resuming. 

Bristol,  Va.,  January  9. — Practically  all  south¬ 
west  Virginia  mining  operations,  which  sus¬ 
pended  recently  because  of  the  financial  strin¬ 
gency,  have  resumed  work.  These  include  the 
operations  of  the  Colonial  Coal  and  Coke  com¬ 
pany.  Most  of  the  companies  are  again 
running  with  a  full  force  of  hands. 

Work  is  to  be  commenced  at  the  iron  rolling 
mills  and  other  plants  here  early  in  the  new 
year. 


26 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[January  11 


Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


C.  V.  Bergh,  of  the  Commercial  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company,  was  a  visitor  to  New  York  this 
week. 

The  Briquet  Coal  Company,  New  York,  has 
moved  their  general  offices  from  No.  2  Stone 
street  to  No.  2  Rector  street. 

Walter  S.  Bogle  of  Chicago,  president  of  the 
Crescent  Fuel  &  Mining  Company,  was  a  visitor 
to  the  New  York  trade  this  week. 

The  Pennsylvania  has  began  the  installation 
of  electrical  lighting  and  hauling  apparatus  in 
its  collieries  in  the  Shamokin  region. 

A.  B.  Harris  of  George  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  No. 
1  Broadway,  New  York,  returned  this  week  from 
a  vacation  spent  at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. 

New  tariffs  filed  by  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
on  January  3  show  a  slight  advance  on  anthra¬ 
cite  to  certain  Long  Island  points.  The  advance 
amounts  to  about  five  cents  a  ton  in  each  in¬ 
stance. 

The  Pittston  Gazette  announces  that  com¬ 
mencing  with  last  Saturday  the  collieries  of 
the  Susquehanna  Coal  Company,  in  that  sec¬ 
tion,  are  now  working  on  a  seven-hour-a-day 
schedule. 

The  Harry  A.  Munn  Company,  New  York,  has 
been  incorporated  under  the  New  Jersey  laws, 
to  carry  on  a  business  in  coal  and  by-products. 
The  capitalization  is  placed  at  $50,000.  Incor¬ 
porators  are  Edwin  L.  Brocken,  Wm.  A.  Pinto 
and  Benjamin  S.  Warner. 

F.  A.  Bassett  has  resigned  from  F.  A.  Potts 
&  Co.,  No.  143  Liberty  street,  New  York,  and 
will  enter  the  coal  business  on  his  own  account. 
George  N.  Knox  takes  Mr.  Bassett’s  place  with 
the  Potts  Company,  and  will  travel  New  England 
in  their  interest  from  now  on. 

On  Sunday  two  barges,  forming  part  of  a 
flotilla  of  six,  all  laden  with  coal  being  towed 
by  the  Lehigh  Valley  tug  Wyoming,  sank  off 
Romer  shoal.  The  barges  contained  4,000 
tons  of  coal  consigned  to  Boston  and  Provi¬ 
dence.  The  crews  were  saved. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  the  engine  house  of  the 
Diamond  colliery  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Scranton,  on  Saturday  evening,  which 
completely  destroyed  the  building  and  several  lo¬ 
comotives  used  on  the  culm  pile.  Damage  done 
amounted  to  $20,000,  fully  covered  by  insurance. 

On  last  Wednesday,  New  Year’s  day,  fire  was 
discovered  in  the  Lincoln  colliery  of  the  Reading 
Company,  near  Tremont.  It  was  soon  extin¬ 
guished.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is  a  mystery, 
as  the  mine  was  not  in  operation,  owing  to  the 
holiday.  This  is  one  of  the  Reading’s  operations, 
producing  the  celebrated  Lvkens  Valley  coal,  and 
it  has  an  output  of  2,000  tons  daily. 

It  is  announced  from  Pottsville  that  the 
Reading  railway  has  ordered  the  immediate 
double  tracking  of  its  lines  between  Palo  Alto 
and  St.  Clair.  It  is  announced  that  the  plans 
for  improvement  of  the  St.  Clair  yards  will  be 
pushed  at  once,  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,000.  This, 
with  the  enlargement  of  Mahanoy  Plane,  will 
give  the  Reading  facilities  for  handling  many 
thousand  additional  tons  of  coal  this  year. 

On  Wednesday.  January  22,  bids  will  be  opened 
for  6,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  for  the  water 
supply  department  of  New  York  city.  Proposals 
will  be  received  until  2  p.  m.  that  day  in  room 
1536  Park  Row  building.  On  Monday,  Tanuarv 
1 3,  bids  will  be  opened  at  the  countv  and  borough 
buildings  in  the  county  of  Queens,  Brooklyn.  On 
the  same  date  bids  will  be  opened  for  coal  for 
several  institutions  for  the  Borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Staten  Island. 

Lucien  Hill,  New  York  manager  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Coal  Company,  has  returned  to  his  office 
after  a  visit  to  the  Pittsburg  regions.  Mr.  Hill 
reports  that  some  industries  in  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  are  starting  up.  but  he  does  not  look 
for  much  improvement  in  the  industrial  situa¬ 
tion  for  several  months.  Many  of  the  oper¬ 
ators  in  the  West  Pennsylvania  fields  are  cur¬ 


tailing  production  so  as  to  keep  the  markets 
from  becoming  glutted  with  coal  for  which 
there  is  no  demand  at  present. 

It  is  understood  that  B.  Karonsky  &  Son, 
retail  coal  dealers  who  have  offices  and  yards 
at  No.  612  East  Ninth  street,  New  York,  have 
secured  a  lease  on  a  dock  below  Williams- 
burgh  Bridge,  East  River,  at  Third  street,  and 
that  they  will  during  the  spring  build  large 
coal  pockets  thereon.  This  firm  some  time 
ago  bought  out  the  business  formerly  con¬ 
ducted  by  Emil  Elias,  and  they  have  been  in¬ 
creasing  their  business  to  such  an  extent  that 
larger  and  more  modern  pockets  are  needed. 

Eastern  New  York  members  of  the  Order 
of  Kokoal  are  looking  forward  to  having  a 
great  time  at  the  Koruskation  to  be  held  at 
Albany  on  next  Wednesday  evening,  January 
15.  Between  twenty-five  and  thirty-five  new 
members  are  to  be  initiated,  and  there  will  be 
a  large  attendance  of  members  of  the  order 
from  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  A  number 
of  coal  men  will  go  up  from  New  York  City 
to  see  how  the  up-state  men  undergo  the  or¬ 
deal. 

Coal  operators  from  every  field  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  met  in  Washington  on  Wednesday  of 
this  week,  with  representatives  of  the  geolog¬ 
ical  survey,  to  discuss  in  general  the  mining 
conditions  throughout  the  state  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  They  aim  to  legislate  regulations  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  mine  explosions 
which  have  been  responsible  for  so  many 
deaths  here  recently.  Committees  to  attend 
the  conference  from  all  the  important  districts 
of  the  state  are  made  up  of  many  of  the  best 
known  operators  in  the  state. 

George  F.  Lee  of  Doranceton,  Pa.,  president 
of  the  George  F.  Lee  Coal  Company,  operating 
what  is  known  as  the  Chauncey  mine  at  Avon¬ 
dale,  has  just  consummated  a  deal  with  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  whereby  the  lease  of  life  of  the  colliery 
will  be  prolonged  for  several  years  to  come. 
The  lease  includes  all  the  coal  under  the  hill¬ 
side  in  what  is  known  as  the  Red  Ash  and 
Ross  veins.  The  Chauncey  will  hereafter  em¬ 
ploy  a  greater  number  of  men  and  boys,  and 
will  soon  have  a  payroll  comparing  favorably 
with  many  of  the  larger  operations. 

George  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  was  last  week  awarded  the  cbntract  for 
furnishing  15,900  tons  of  bituminous  coal  to 
the  department  of  charities  for  the  city  of  New 
York,  at  Randall’s  and  Blackwell’s  Islands,  dur¬ 
ing  1908.  No  other  bidders  appeared.  For  15,000 
tons  bituminous  the  bid  was  $3.03.  On  900  tons 
of  gas  coal  the  bid  was  $3.40.  These  bids  were 
opened  some  weeks  ago,  but  as  there  was  only 
one  firm  bidding  no  contract  was  awarded,  but 
new  bids  were  advertised  for,  with  the  result 
that  Harris  was  the  only  bidder  on  the  second 
call. 

At  the  annual  convention  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  the  Seventh  District,  which  was  held 
at  Hazleton,  Pa.,  this  week,  two  important  resolu¬ 
tions  were  adopted.  One  endorses  the  bill  of 
Congressman  John  S.  McLIenry,  providing  for 
a  tax  of  one  cent  on  every  ton  of  coal  mined  in 
the  .country  as  a  permanent  relief  fund  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  men  killed  in  the 
mines.  The  other  declares  in  favor  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  by  popular  vote,  instead  of  appointment  by 
the  judges,  of  examiners  for  mine  inspectors, 
mine  foremen  and  district  board  of  mine  ex¬ 
aminers. 

Several  months  ago  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  Coal  Company  started  moving  the 
machinery  at  the  old  Dundee  shaft.  This  shaft 
was  sunk  in  1854,  but  was  abandoned  a  few 
months  after  its  completion  on  account  of  the 
gaseous  character  of  the  mine  and  the  primitive 
character  of  ventilation  and  mining  at  that  period. 
The  shaft  has  since  been  abandoned,  the  engines 
and  boilers  manufacturered  in  1854  being  allowed 
to  rust.  The  company  will  sink  a  new  shaft, 
work  on  which  will  be  commenced  early  this 


month.  It  will  take  three  years  to  complete  the 
new  shaft  which,  when  finished,  will  be  among 
the  deepest  in  the  Wyoming  Valley. 

According  to  a  report  issued  from  Tamaqua, 
Pa.,  although  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  increased  its  earnings  almost  a  million 
dollars  last  year,  the  field  officials  say  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  year  the  output  will  be  greatly 
increased,  while  the  cost  of  production  will  be 
reduced.  The  installation  of  the  electrical  car¬ 
riage  system  in  four  of  the  mines,  supplanting 
the  mine  mule,  has  effected  a  great  saving.  With¬ 
in  a  short  time  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Street 
Railway,  which  was  formerly  owned  by  the  Le¬ 
high  Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  will  cease 
taking  its  power  from  that  company’s  big  plant 
and  all  the  power  will  then  be  utilized  in  the 
mines. 

Coroner  W.  PI.  Sipe,  of  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  his  annual  report,  says  that 
the  foreigner  is  a  menace  to  human  life  in 
coal  mines,  and  should  be  kept  out  of  the 
mines  at  least  until  he  can  speak  and  read 
English.  The  coroner  finds  that  nearly  all  the 
mine  accidents  in  this  country  are  due  in 
some  way  to  the  ignorant  foreign  miner.  He 
says:  “There  are  12,000  miners  in  my  county, 
and  ninety-four  per  cent  of  them  are  foreign¬ 
ers.  Of  this  ninety-four  per  cent,  sixty-five 
per  cent  are  not  capable  of  understanding  the 
ordinary  instructions  given  to  miners  regard¬ 
ing  safety.  It  is  unjust  to  jeopardize  life  by 
having  such  men  in  mines.” 

The  coal  bill  for  the  seventeen  state  charitable 
institutions  under  the  control  of  the  Fiscal  Super¬ 
visors  of  State  Charities  of  the  State  of  New 
York  increased  $28,301.94  for  the  fiscal  year  end¬ 
ing  September  30,  1907,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  the  increase  in  quantity  amount¬ 
ing  to  7,675  tons  and  1,748  pounds.  There  were 
seventeen  more  buildings  heat.ed  during  that  year 
than  during  the  preceding  year.  During  the 
year  the  total  consumption  of  coal  for  the  seven¬ 
teen  institutions  was  57,101,  and  1,952  pounds,  at 
a  cost  of  $189,094.11,  as  compared  with  49,426 
tons  for  the  preceding  year.  The  average  price 
paid  in  1907  was  $3.31  per  gross  ton,  as  compared 
with  $3.25  the  preceding  year. 

.  After  April  1,  Smith,  Lineweaver  &  Co.,  with 
offices  at  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  will  have 
the  exclusive  sale  of  the  anthracite  coal  mined 
by  the  Girard  Mammoth  Coal  Company,  at 
Girardsville,  Pa.  This  company  produces  about 
15,000  tons  of  coal  monthly,  which  will  give 
Smith,  Lineweaver  &  Co.  a  nice  addition  to  their 
already  large  tonnage.  The  coal  is  of  fine  quality, 
and  meets  with  a  ready  sale  throughout  the  east. 
On  Monday  the  officers  and  sales  agents  of 
Smith,  Lineweaver  &  Co.  visited  the  Girard 
Mammoth  Coal  Company’s  operation,  together 
with  the  Hudson  washery  at  Shenandoah,  and  the 
Walter  colliery  at  Coalcastle.  In  the  party  were 
H.  H.  Smith,  H.  H.  Lineweaver,  H.  Meyer, 
James  S.  Raeburn,  G.  W.  Seiler,  F.  McBride. 
M.  McBride,  H.  Pfeiffer,  Raleigh  L.  Mills  and 
C.  Eldridge. 

Says  the  New  York  Sun:  “The  sudden  ap¬ 
preciation  in  the  price  of  anthracite  coalers, with¬ 
in  the  last  two  or  three  w.eeks  has  set  the  Street 
guessing  whether  or  not  some  way  has  at  last 
been  found  to  controvert  the  provision  of  the 
Hepburn  law  which  compels  the  railroads  own¬ 
ing  coal  lands  to  get  rid  of  them  before  May  1 
next.  Delaware  &  Lackawanna  has  jumped  70 
points  since  Saturday,  and  Delaware  &  Hudson 
over  10,  while  the  lower  priced  coalers  have  been 
very  strong.  Reading  on  Tuesday  touching  par. 
The  Street  has  not  heard  of  any  definite  action  in 
the  matter  as  yet,  but  there  is  a  rumor  of  fed¬ 
eral  assurance  of  assistance  in  obtaining  the  an¬ 
nulment  of  the  provision,  or  at  least  in  with¬ 
holding  its  enforcement  until  its  constitutionality 
can  be  tested.  In  regard  to  the  pronounced 
strength  of  he  Delaware  &  Lackawanna  it  is 
pointed  out  that  this  road  is  in  excellent  legal 
position  to  contest  the  law,  in  that,  unlike  some 
of  the  coal  roads,  it  holds  its  coal  lands  by  direct 
ownership  and  not  through  another  corporation. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Recent  Legal  Decisions 


Power  of  Voluntary  Associations  to 
x pel  Members.- — In  a  case  growing  out 
f  the  expulsion  of  a  member  of  a  live 
ock  exchange,  the  supreme  court  of 
Kansas  holds  (Harris  vs.  Aiken,  92 
acific  Reporter,  537),  that  an  unin- 
mporated  voluntary  association,  not 
-ganized  for  profit,  may  lawfully  ex¬ 
it  a  member,  notwithstanding  it  may 
ivn  property,  and  membership  therein 
lay  have  a  pecuniary  value,  if  these 
mditions  exist :  That  he  is  charged 
ith  conduct  for  which  his  expulsion 
a  proper  penalty  if  he  be  guilty; 
'at  he  has  reasonable  notice  of  the 
large  and  opportunity  to  defend  him- 
■lf;  that  he  is  given  a  fair  hearing; 
lat  a  decision  is  rendered  against  him 
good  faith ;  and  that  he  is  not  denied 
e  benefit,  of  any  special  rule  that  may 
cist  relating  to  the  matter.  It  is  not 
tal  to  the  validity  of  an  order  of  ex- 
llsion  made  in  such  a  case  that  the  ac- 
ised  is  not  given  written  notice  of  a 
:aring,  where  he  appears  in  response 
an  oral  notice ;  or  that  the  accusa- 
3n  against  him  is  not  reduced  to  writ- 
g,  where  he  is  fully  and  explicitly  in- 
rmed  of  its  nature;  or  that  informa- 
>n  against  him  is  received  by  the 
'dy  conducting  an  investigation  of  the 
arges,  coming  from  persons  who  have 
1  personal  knowledge  of  his  connection 
th  the.  matter  and  whom  he  has  no 
portunity  to  cross-examine,  where  he 
not  denied  the  right  to  present  ally¬ 
ing  he  may  desire  on  his  own  behalf, 
d  when  he  himself  is  the  only  witness 
amined  at  the  hearing,  and  his  own 
stimony  and  conduct  can  be  construed 
evidence  of  his  guilt;  or  that  the 
mibers  who  started  the  investigation 
li.ch  resulted  in  the  proceedings 
ain.st  him  participated  in  rendering  the 
cision  against  him,  where  no  bad 
th.  is  shown  :  or  that  the  order  of  ex- 
lsion  is  made  by  a  committee,  when 
action  is  afterwards  ratified  by  the 
lociation. 


Time  for  Performance  of  Contracts 
d  Tender. — Where  no  time  is  speci- 
d  in  a  contract  for  its  performance, 
:  supreme  court  of  Oklahoma  holds 
'uls  vs.  Casey,  92  Pacific  Reporter, 
0,  that  a  reasonable  time  will  be  al- 
yed,  unless  the  act  to  be  done  is  in 
nature  capable  of  being  done  instant- 
when  it  must  be  performed  imme- 
tely.  Time  is  not  the  essence-  of  a 
’tract,  unless  by  its  terms  it  is  ex- 
ssly  so  provided.  Where  a  tender  of 
formance  is  a  condition  precedent 
the  right  of  orie  to  maintain  an  ac- 
i  for  damages  for  breach  of  a  con- 
ct,  and  there  is  proof  that  the  plain- 
was  ready  and  able  to  perform  the 
eement  and  so  notified  the  adverse 
tv,  and  was  notified  that  performance 
uld  not  be  accepted,  no  formal  ten- 
is  required,  as  the  law  will  not  re- 
re  a  fruitless  thing  to  be  done.  Or- 
arily,  where  a  tender  is  pleaded,  and 
a  condition  precedent  to  a  right  of 
3very,  an  actual  tender  and  offer  to 
the  sum  due  unconditionally  is  re- 
■ed.  But  where  the  proof  shows  that 


the  party  pleading  the  tender  had  the 
money  present,  ready  to  make  the  pay¬ 
ment,  and  so  informed  the  other  party, 
and  the  creditor  informed  him  that  he 
would  not  accept  it,  the  formality  of  a 
technical  tender  is  made  unnecessary. 


Power  of  Partner  to  Defend  Suit. — 
Any  partner,  court  of  appeals  of  Geor¬ 
gia,  says  (Taylor  vs.  Felder,  59  South¬ 
eastern  Reporter,  328),  may  appear  and 
defend  a  suit  in  the  name  of  the  part¬ 
nership  and  the  judgment  will  bind  the 
partner  appearing  and  the  partnership, 
but  not  the  individual  unserved  partners. 
Likewise,  when  the  defense  of  an  action 
instituted  against  a  partnership  a  bond 
is  permitted  or  required,  any  partner 
may  in  the  name  of  the  partnership  ex¬ 
ecute  the  bond,  and  it  will  be  the  bind¬ 
ing  obligation  of  the  partnership  and 
the  partner  making  it.  The  filing  of 
such  a  bond  in  court  submits  to  the  jur¬ 
isdiction  of  the  court  the  partnership 
and  the  partner  executing  the  bond.  The 
judgment  thereon  binds  the  property  of 
the  partnership  and  of  the  member  who 
signed,  but  not  the  individual  property 
of  the  other  partners.  This  generaliza¬ 
tion,  however,  is  not  to  be  construed  as 
deciding  whether  the  other  partners 
may  not  by  directing  such  a  bond  to  be 
executed  or  by  defending  under  it,  or, 
by  other  acts  of  ratification,  make  them¬ 
selves  individually  liable  upon  it. 


Responsibility  of  Those  Intrusting 
Authority  to  Control  Others.— Those  in¬ 
trusting  authority  to  control  others,  the 
supreme  court  of  North  Carolina  says 
I  Shaw  vs.  Highland  Park  Manufactur¬ 
ing-Company,  59  Southeastern  Reporter, 
670),  are  held  responsible  for  the  man¬ 
ner  of  its  exercise.  If  it  is  abused,  those 
conferring  it  are  held  responsible  for 
its  abuse. 


World’s  Fuel  Supply. 

Consul-General  Robert  J.  Wynne,  of 
London,  transmits  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  a  return  just  is¬ 
sued  by  the  British  Board  of  Trade  re¬ 
garding  the  coal-producing  countries  of 
the  world  : 

It  is  estimated  that  the  world’s  coal 
production  in  1906  was  about  905  million 
tons,  to  which  the  United  Kingdom 
contributed  rather  less  than  a  third. 
Nine-tenths  of  the  total  was ’raised  by 
five  countries,  and  their  output  for  that 
year,  and  also  for  1904  and  1905,  is 
given  below,  in  tons : 

1'904  1905  1906 

TT  .  ,  _  Tons  Tons  Tons 

United  S.  .  .314,132,000  350,821,000  369,672,000 
U.  Kmg’m.  232,438,000  236,129,000  251,068,000 
Germany  ..118,874,000  119,350,000  134,914,000 

trance  -  32.964,000  34,652,000  33,762  000 

Belgium  ...  22,395,000  21,506,000  23,232,000 

In  the  LTnited  Kingdom,  the  United 
States,  and  Germany  the  production  in 
1906  was  greater  than  in  any  previous 
year.  In  France  the  falling  off  of  nearly 
1,000,000  tons  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  strike  in  the  northern  coal  fields 
early  in  the  year.  The  production  of  the 
United  States  now  exceeds  that  of  the 


United  Kingdom  by  nearly  50  per  cent, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  Germany  represents  only  about 
a  half,  and  that  of  France  and  Belgium 
together  rather  more  than  a  quarter  of 
the  production  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

As  compared  with  its  population,  the 
production  of  coal  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  still  surpasses  that  in  the  United 
States. _  It  amounts  to  5)4  tons  per  head, 
while  in  the  United  States  it  is  rather 
more  than  4  1-3  tons.  In  Belgium  the 
figure  is  3)4  tons  per  head,  in  Germany 
about  2)4  tons,  and  in  France  under  i 
ton. 

Among  the  outlying  portions  of  the 
British  Empire,  India  has  the  greatest 
output,  with  9,783,000  tons.  Canada  fol¬ 
lows  with  8,717,000  tons,  and  Australia 
with  8,596,000  tons.  Next  comes  the 
Transvaal  with  no  more  than  2,583,000 
tons. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in 
1906,  above  and  below  ground,  in  each 
of  the  principal  producing  countries 
was:  United  Kingdom,  837,100;  United 
States,  626,300 ;  Germany,  493,300 ; 
France,  171,500 ;  and  Belgium,  134,700. 
As  regards  the  output  per  person  em¬ 
ployed,  the  United  States  takes  the  first 
place  with  560  tons,  the  United  King¬ 
dom  second  place  with  282  tons,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Germany,  France,  and  Bel¬ 
gium,  with  242  tons,  202  tons,  and  159 
tons,  respectively. 

As  has  been  said,  the  United  States 
is  far  and  away  the  greatest  consumer 
of  coal,  as  well  as  producer,  and  her 
total  consumption  was  last  year  more 
than  twice  that  of  the  United'  Kingdom. 
In  the  following  table  the  consumption 
in  tons  is  given  for  the  leading  coun¬ 
tries,  both  as  a  total  and  per  head  of 
the  population : 

Total  ‘  Per  head 
Tons  Tons 

United  States  . 361,492,000  4.30 

United  Kingdom . 174,329,000  3.99 

Germany  . 119,282,000  1.94 

France  .  50,298,000  1.28 

Railway  locomotives  in  the  United 
Kingdom  used  12,093,000  tons  in  the 
year,  as  compared  with  11,593,000  tons 
in  1905,  and  11,445,000  tons  in  1904. 

France  was  the  best  customer  for  Brit¬ 


ish  coal  in  1906  taking  8,381,000  tons, 
and  Germany,  in  spite  of  her  own  large 
exports,  took  7,512,000  tons  from  us. 
France  imported  altogether  18,289,000 
tons,  and  Germany  10,175,000  tons. 
Ihirty-five  tons  were  brought  to  the 
United  Kingdom  from  abroad;  the  rea¬ 
son  is  unexplained. 

Petroleum  produced  in  the  United 
States  in  1906  amounted  to  4,587  million 
gallons,  as  compared  with  4,715  million 
gallons  in  1905,  a  decline  of  228  million 
gallons.  The  Baku  oil  fields  of  Russia, 
which  ai e  accountable  for  the  major 
part  of  the  production  of  that  country, 
yielded  1,846  million  gallons  in  1906’ 
which,  though  larger,  than  the  relatively 
small  output  in  1905  (1,691  million  gal¬ 
lons),  is  still  considerably  less  than  in 
most  recent  years. _  The  quantity  ex¬ 
ported  from  Russia  was  considerably 
less  than  that  from  the  United  States. 


Mellen’s  Gloomy  View. 

PROvmivNcs,  January  9.— Charles  S. 
Mellen  president  of  the  New  York- 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad,  was 
the  principal  speaker  at  a  municipal 
banquet  recently.  He  said  in  part: 

.  ^  greatest  asset  of  a  public  ser¬ 
vice  corporation  is  the  good  will  and 
confidence  of  the  community.  I  am 
satisfied  that  this  company  cannot  pros- 
per  unless  it  has  the  indorsement  and 
good  will  of  the  people. 

“Remember  that  prosperity  has  been 
assassinated,  business  has  been  sand¬ 
bagged,  and  we  are  in  an  era  of  de¬ 
pression.  and  I  anticipate  unfortunate 
results  for  the  year  to  come.  Do  not 
think  I  am  foolish  enough  to  think  a 
public  service  corporation  like  ours  will 
ever  do  its  business  without  giving  much 
cause  for  complaint.  It  is  the  desire  of 
the  management  that  we  pass  through 
this  period  of  depression  without  im¬ 
pairment  of  any  of  the  conditions  af¬ 
fecting  our  employes— in  other  words, 
without  a  reduction  in  wages.  You  c-  ^ 
help  us  in  attaining _  this  end  by  yield¬ 
ing  of  your  conveniences  just  a  little 
here  and  there.  We  want  to  make  a 
curtailment,  if  necessary,  in  the  places 
which  can  most  afford  it.” 


CP  RHWMAN  MINER  and  SHIPPER 

■  y.  DUVvIvmli  anthracite -coke- bituminous 

(SOLE  (SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE’’  "LOPEZ” 

“Buck  Wonntaln”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  (Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehieh”  “Best”  Oas 

“Wilkes  Barre“  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  I.atrobe,  Gallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTST0N,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R„  an  J  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  tha 
Saclcett  Screen  Co. ,  Pra- 
donlc.N.  Y.,are  first  date, 
are  exactly  as  represented 

.  „  ,  »nd  are  extremely  mod¬ 

erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  st  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


COAL  FOR  SALE 


S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 


CHICAGO 


TOLEDO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  January  9—  (Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — A  general  weak¬ 
ness  continues  to  prevail  in  all  branches 
of  the  Hocking  market,  but  in  this  re¬ 
spect  is  believed  to  be  no  worse  than 
conditions  which  exist  in  other  fields. 
If  anything,  the  state  of  affairs  here_  is 
better  than  in  most  localities  from  which 
advices  are  received.  Much  of  the  ter¬ 
ritory  reached  by  local  shippers  is 
largely  made  up  of  a  thrifty  class  of  do¬ 
mestic  consumers,  who  are  not  held  back 
by  lack  of  means  or  credit  from  satis¬ 
fying  their  fuel  needs  with  good  grades 
of  coal  for  which  they  are  willing  to 
pay  the  price  that  is  asked.  The  trou¬ 
ble,  on  the  domestic  side  of  the  question, 
does  not  lie  in  hard  times,  but  in  un¬ 
seasonable  weather. 

From  the  steam  standpoint,  the  in¬ 
dustries  of  this  locality  are  of  a  di¬ 
versified  nature,  rather  than  being  com¬ 
posed  of  big  iron  interests.  While  there 
are  idle  factories,  they  form  the  excep¬ 
tion.  On  the  whole  the  natural  selling 
territory  of  the  Hocking  valley  is  aver¬ 
aging  up  better  than  is  generally  sup¬ 
posed.  A  prominent  shipper  says  that 
it  is  always  the  tendency,  at  such  times 
as  these,  to  be  more  scared  than  hurt. 
He  was  surprised,  he  said,  to  find  that 
his  own  tonnage  had  fallen  only  thirty 
per  cent,  short  during  December,  as 
compared  with  the  same  month  in  1906. 
This,  coming  at  the  close  of  an  un¬ 
usually  prosperous  year,  taking  it  all  the 
way  through,  was  not  calamitous. 

Uncertainty  as  to  Price. 

With  the  present  price  of  $1.50,  only 
a  week  old,  there  is  already  talk  of 
possibly  a  further  reduction.  Perhaps 
there  is  less  unanimity  among  operators 
in  this  field  than  at  any  time  since  the 
strike  of  1905.  Claim  is  made  on  the 
one  hqnd  that  much  season  contract 
business  was  taken  at  a  very  low  price 
early  in  the  fall.  When  the  market  be¬ 
gan  to  grow  weak  this  loomed  up  as 
quite  an  important  factor,  and  was  made 
an  excuse  on  the  part  of  other  shippers 
who  did  not  have  such  contracts,  to 
openly  solicit  business  at  a  price  below 
that  of  the  prevailing  crcular  of  $2. 
The  shippers,  at  whom  this  action  was 
aimed,  when  they  saw  that  the  $2  price 
was  not  being  maintained  in  theory, 
much  less  in  fact,  made  a  formal  cut 
of  50  cents  per  ton,  and  it  is  believed 
that  any  general  scaling  of  this  figure 
on  the  part  of  competitors  will  result  in 
another  reduction  within  a  very  short 
time. 

The  market  outlook  probably  would 
not  have  justified  an  attempt  to  hold  the 
circular  at  $2,  but  it  is  the  general 
conviction  that  it  should  not  go  below 
the  present  quotation  of  $1.50.  In  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  test  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  is  to  be  a  good  spell  of  winter 
weather,  followed  by  a  late,  cold  spring, 
it  is  believed  that  such  an  action  would 
be  far  more  inconsistent  than  trying  to 
maintain  a  fictitiously  high  quotation. 

Fine  Coal  Strong. 

At  this  period  of  short  production 
shippers  find  it  hard  to  fill  their  con¬ 
tracts  on  fine  coal,  and  a  scramble  is 
being  made  for  every  car  in  sight.  This 
keeps  the  price  up  out  of  proportion  to 
that  realized  on  other  coals.  Nut,  pea 
and  slack  commands  from  65  cents  to 
75  cents.  In  some  cases  shippers  are 
obliged  to  pay  more  for  it  than  they  re¬ 
ceive  under  contract  prices.  Run  of 
mine  is  weak  and  much  of  the  tonnage 
moving  is  at  a  very  low  figure. 

So  far  the  prospect  of  a  strike  has 
stimulated  little  storage  by  steam  users. 


The  outcome  of  the  joint  wage-scale 
conference,  which  is  but  two  weeks 
away,  will,  if  unfavorable  for  a  settle¬ 
ment,  doubtless  stimulate  demand  for 
this  purpose. 

Ohio  Production  for  1907. 

With  complete  returns  yet  lacking, 
Chief  Mine  Inspector  George  Harrison 
estimates  the  tonnage  for  Ohio  during 
1907  at  30,000,000,  an  increase  of  2,500,- 
000  over  the  previous  year.  Every  field 
will  show  an  increase,  but  the  most 
marked  results  are  credited  to  the 
Hocking  Valley  and  eastern  Ohio.  But 
for  the  financial  depression  which 
marked  the  closing  months  of  the  year, 
it  is  believed  that  fully  2,000,000  more 
tons  would  have  been  mined  through¬ 
out  the  entire  state.  As  the  figures 
stand,  however,  the  year  was  the  most 
prosperous  in  the  history  of  Ohio  min¬ 
ing  and  the  tonnage  reached  a  record- 
breaking  point. 


Convention  Preparations. 

Both  operators  and  miners  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  important  meetings  to  be 
held  in  Columbus  next  week.  The  Ohio 
district  of  United  Mine  Workers  con¬ 
vene  on  the  14th  inst.,  in  regular  an¬ 
nual  convention  and  will  be  in  session 
the  greater  portion  of  the  week.  It  is 
expected  that  their  action  will  fore¬ 
shadow  the  sentiment  of  the  interstate 
convention,  which  meets  at  Indianapolis 
the  week  following,  in  regard  to  any 
changes  in  the  working  scale  now  in 
force. 

The  operators  will  give  a  large  share 
of  their  attention  to  defining  their  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  joint  agreement  question, 
so  that  when  they  confer  later  with  the 
operators  of  other  fields  they  will  be 
able  to  act  as  an  unit  and  insist  upon 
conditions  which  they  regard  as  fair  to 
the  Hocking  Valley  field.  It  is  desired 
that  each  district  shall  settle  all  work¬ 
ing  conditions  previous  to  the  proposed 
joint  conference,  so  that  the  latter  will 
have  to  deal  only  with  the  general  scale 
for  the  four  states.  A  committee  of 
operators  and  miners  will  take  this  mat¬ 
ter  up  together  here  next  week  and  at¬ 
tempt  to  arrive  at  some  amicable  con¬ 
clusion.  The  success  of  the  joint  agree¬ 
ment  largely  hinges  upon  Ohio. 


Briefs  and  Personals. 

Andrew  Lorimer,  of  Detroit,  was 
among  recent  visitors  to  Columbus. 

R.  St.  John,  of  the  Salisbury  Coal 
Company,  Toledo,  was  in  Columbus  last 
week. 

W.  P.  Hubbs,  the  well-known  Pome¬ 
roy  coal  man,  of  Toledo,  spent  Sunday 
in  this  city. 

F.  L.  Tyler,  of  the  Black  Betsy  Coal 
&  Mining  Company,  Black  Betsy,  W. 
Va.,  was  in  town  on  Saturday  last. 

T.  C.  Burger,  of  the  Buffalo  Collier¬ 
ies  Company,  was  a  visitor  at  the  of¬ 
fices  of  the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  during  the  past  week. 

The  Myers  Grain  Company,  enter¬ 
prising  retail  coal  dealers  at  the  subur¬ 
ban  town  of  Lockbourne,  have  opened 
Columbus  offices  in  the  Union  National 
Bank  building. 

B.  S.  Chapman,  president  of  the  Chap¬ 
man  Mining  Company,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Kansas  City.  He  re¬ 
ports  coal  conditions  in  that  pnrt  of  the 
country  as  improving. 

Harry  Olmstead,  of  the  Middle  States 
Coal  Company,  paid  a  visit  to  the  mines 
of  the  latter  at  Crown  Hill,  W.  Va., 
last  week,  having  been  called  there  to 


look  after  the  damage  caused  by  a  dis¬ 
astrous  fire  at  the  workings. 

Neill  Hysell,  a  former  official  of  the 
Ohio  Mine  Workers,  and  at  one  time 
speaker  of  the  Ohio  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  has  been  in  Columbus  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week.  He  is  now  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  district. 

George  W.  Sweeney,  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
sales  agent  of  the  United  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  made  Columbus  a  visit  last  week. 

W.  L.  Timmons,  president  of  the 
Zanesville  Coal  Company,  Crooksville, 
Ohio,  was  in  town  on  Saturday  last. 

The  general  offices  of  the  Alma  Coal 
Company  and  the  Elk  Fork  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  have  been  removed  from  Glen 
Roy,  Ohio,  to  Wellston,  Ohio.  W.  P. 
Rice  is  president  of  these  two  organ¬ 
izations,  which  produce  what  is  favor¬ 
ably  known  to  the  trade  as  the  Wellston 
shaft  coal. 

W.  H.  Spencer,  of  the  W.  J.  Hamil¬ 
ton  Coal  Company,  and  one  of  the  best- 
known  coal  salesmen  of  this  territory, 
resumed  his  duties  on  the  road  on  the 
6th  inst.,  after  being  laid  up  by  an  ill¬ 
ness  of  three  months’  duration.  His 
many  friends  are  glad  to  learn  of  his 
recovery. 

In  his  annual  message  to  _  the  Ohio 
Legislature,  which  convened  in  Colum¬ 
bus  on  Monday  last.  Governor  Harris 
urged  a  revision  of  the  mining  laws  of 
the  state,  so  as  to  make  them  apply  to 
modern  conditions  and  remove,  so  far 
as  is  possible,  the  danger  of  catastro- 
phies,  such  as  have  recently  occurred 
in  a  number  of  other  states. 

Harry  Taylor,  president  and  manager 
of  the  General  Wilmington  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Chicago,  arrived  in  the  city  on 
Tuesday,  for  a  visit  of  several  days.  He 
is  a  native  of  Columbus  and  a  brother 
of  John  M.  Taylor,  of  Taylor,  Williams 
&  Co.,  who  are  the  largest  retail  deal¬ 
ers  in  this  market,  besides  being  job¬ 
bers  and  producers  of  Hocking  coal. 


Enormous  Production. 

Pittsburgh,  January  9. — “The  coal 
production  of  the  world  for  the  year 
1907  will  figure  about  1,230,000,000  tons, 
an  increase  of  30,000,000  tons  over  the 
year  1906,  while  the  production  of  coal 
in  the  United  States  alone  in  the  year 
has  been  440,000,000  tons,  an  increase 
of  25,000,000  tons  over  the  previous 


so  high  that  they  would  not  have  been 
touched  again  in  years  to  come. 

This  eminent  authority  on  coal,  and 
coal  mining,  occasioned  some  surprise 
by  issuing  a  statement  in  which  he  at¬ 
tacks  the  manner  in  which  the  coal 
is  mined  today  with  reference  to  the  life 
and  safety  of  the  miner,  also  attacks 
the  laws  which  permit  attorneys  to  grab 
half  of  the  money  which  the  companies 
pay  to  the  families  of  miners  who  have 
been  injured  or  killed  in  the  mines.  For 
each  President  Jones  has  a  remedy. 

He  proposes  that  all  employers  .be 
taxed  for  a  fund  which  shall  be  used 
to  take  care  of  men  killed  in  acci¬ 
dents,  and  that  the  state  administer 
and  disburse  the  fund.  On  this  Mr. 
Jones  says: 

“What  I  would  recommend,  and  dc 
as  an  employer  recommend,  is  a  tax 
on  all  the  payrolls  of  employers  of  la¬ 
bor,  this  tax  to  be  administered  by  a 
State  Commission,  one-third  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Governor,  the  other 
two-thirds  to  be  elected  by  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  duty  of  this  commission 
would  be  to  administer  the  fund  sc 
collected  and  to  see  in  case  of  death) 
that  the  widow  is  cared  for  and  the 
children  are  reared  in  the  proper 
manner.  In  case  of  an  accident  thej 
commission  would  pay  to  the  injured 
person  a  weekly  sum  equal  to  the  aver-i 
age  weekly  wage  earned  by  him  in  thd 
three  years  preceding.  In  other  words 
I  favor  the  placing  of  a  tax  on  the  em¬ 
ployers  of  labor  to  prevent  their  em¬ 
ployes  from  suffering  want  due  to  acci-i 
dents  over  which  they  had  no  contro'1 
and  put  them  in  position  where  they 
would  receive  in  case  of  accident; 
money  which  would  be  due  them  undei 
this  law  and  which  would  not  be  admin¬ 
istered  as  a  charitable  contribution.  Dis¬ 
asters  at  blast  furnaces,  on  railroads  anc 
in  coal  mines  in  the  year  closed  las 
night  show  that  we  need  a  law  of  this 
kind,  and  need  it  badly. 


John  H.  Winder,  ex-president  of  tha 
Sunday  Creek  Company,  but  now  at  tin1 
head  of  the  Clinchfield  Coal  Corpora 
tion,  was  in  Columbus  this  week,  having 
been  called  here  in  the  interests  of  som* 
litigation  in  which  he  had  a  part  in  hil 
former  position.  A  general  revival  ol 
the  coal  interests  throughout  the  Soutl: 
in  the  spring,  is  a  prediction  made  b; 
Mr.  Winder. 


President  John  H.  .Tones,  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh-Buffalo  Coal  Company,  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  one  of  the  best  coal  statisti¬ 
cians  of  the  country,  gave  these  figures 
here  recently.  Had  it  not  been  for  a 
great  slump  in  business  within  the  past 
two  months,  it  seems  certain  that  the 
figures  on  coal  production  for  the 
United  States  would  have  been  placed 
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Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  37 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  34 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  33 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  5 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  215 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  4 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  5 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  215  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg..  37 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  355  Dearborn  St...  39 
Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. ...  3 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  35 
Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  38 
Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 

Chicago  .  7 

Marion  Consumers  Coal  Co .  4 


eoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 


avenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

larshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

razil —  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  3 


KENTUCKY. 

ouisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke..  32 

LOUISIANA. 

ew  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co . 32 


MARYLAND. 

iltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  38 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg.  .  39 

Davis  C.  &  C.  Co .  9 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg . 34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

>ston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  15 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  50  Congress 


St . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


.Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  38 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  39 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  34 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  35  Con¬ 
gress  St .  37 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 


Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  38 

troit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

-.orbett,  E.  J.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  14 

Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Slug .  36 

|ewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

’ittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  32 

iomerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

mndav  Creek  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 


MINNESOTA. 

Duluth. —  I,  t  page 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Pitsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Andrus  Bldg .  6 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  37 


North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.,  South.  14 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul _ 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg. —  13 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 


Press  Bldg . 38 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 


MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg...  7 


NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  38 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  34 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  34 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway..  36 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway  .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 38 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1  Broadway . 13 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Heissenbuttel,  J.  D.,  1  Broadway .  16 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Landstreet  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  35 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  Bldg .  37 

Nicoll,  B.  &  Co.,  59  Wall  St .  5 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 
Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co....  13 
Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery  Place  13 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

143  Liberty  St .  4 

Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  15 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  39 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  39 

Albany— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  39 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  18 
Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  &  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  37 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  36 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  38 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  34 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  5 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  36 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 


Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co..  32 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg . 37 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  34 

Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Neave 

Bldg .  38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  39 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  39 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  13 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg..  13 
Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg . 34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  30 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  38 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 


K.  &  O.  Fuel  Co . 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co . 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co . 

PAGE 

Sunday  Creek  Co . 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co . 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J . 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  37 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  32 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

i-biladelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg _ 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia  . 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg’.’.!'.’.  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  35 

Greensburg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co....  32 

Nicoll,  B.,  &  Co.,  232  5th  Ave . 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 
r’^tston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  37 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Beading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 


Bldg . 37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.  .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  39 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

T^arleston — - 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  38 

Sewell- 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 

WISCONSIN. 

TS’waukee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  JO 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  13 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  at.  38 


Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Le 


Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  10 


CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  37 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  35 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  10 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  39 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 

The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  45 

Bags  and  Baskets. 

Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fredonia,  N.  Y . 37 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 
Iowa . . . 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.  Litch¬ 
field,  Ill .  41 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 


Iowa 


43 


Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago.’!.’.’!!  41 
Briquetting  Machinery. 

Traylor  Engineering  Co.,  New  York _ 46 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  51 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Litch¬ 
field,  Ill .  44 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge! 

Mass . *  ’.49 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Hockersmith  Wheel  and  Mine  Car  Co , 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  45 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio!!!!!!  46 
Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  III..  41 
Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Litch¬ 
field,  Ill .  44 

MA?d‘M°rris0n  Mfg’  Co->  Cambridge’, 
Mass.  . . . .  49 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  44 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  43 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill...’.’,’.'.'.’.'  44 
Star  Mfg.  Co.,  New  Lexington,  Ohio....  61 
Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis!  42 
Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.  41 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago _ 33 

Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburgh .  40 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  45 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York... .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . .  45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago!!!!  18 
Westinghouse  Elec.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Pittsburgh.  60 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  47 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  ill ! !  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge. 
Mass . “  '  45 

Coal  Washing  Machinery, 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Crushing  Machinery. 

Cross  Engineering  Co.,  Carbondale,  Pa..  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Detective  Agencies. 

Clark,  A.  M.,  Agency,  Chicago . 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Dynamos. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  60 


F-^ines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Lloisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  39 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
South  Illinois  Machinery  &  Foundry  Co., 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburgh .  40 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Litch¬ 
field,  Ill.  .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .  45 

(Continued  on  Page  40) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[January  11 


Che  Black  Diamond 

Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  Tournal  of 
its  kind. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  G«n’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

o*  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Cas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  &  420,  17  Ba-ttery  Place,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  <rom  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Mines  on  Monongahela.  Reiver,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


We  operate  ovir  own  Individual  oars 


GENERAL  OFFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office.  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 
YoughioghenyGas  &S team  Coal 

Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


ittsburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOCHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  wV/MU 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaee  and  Foundry  Use. 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO 

DETROIT 


ST.  PAUL 

ERIE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR  CLEVELAND 
YOUNGSTOWN  AKRON 


Mr.  CONSUMER 

These  figures  should  prove  to  vou  our  former  assertions  that  we  TAKE 
CARE  OF  OUR  TRADE. 

RAIL  SHIPMENTS  ONLY 

From  April  1st,  '04,  to  March  31st,  '05  1,199,216  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  '05,  to  March  31st,  '06  1,314,414  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  '06,  to  March  31st,  '07  1,922,594  net  tons 

FirstSix  Months  from  April,  1907,  to  November  I,  1907,  1,307,001  net  tons 

1st  HALF  NOVEMBER,  1907,  150,832  net  tons 

WE  WANT  YOUR  BUSINESS  AND  CAN  GIVE  YOU  THE  SAME  EXCELLENT  SERVICE  OUR  PRESENT  TRADE  IS  RECEIVING. 

THE  MONONCAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  GO. 

OF  F I C  E  S 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


No.  1] 


31 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


W.  K.  FIELD,  President  and  Treasnrer. 


H.  B.  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Auditor. 


H.  S.  KEBTIir,  Cashier. 


XLhc  IRew  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 


MINEKS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF. 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 


From  the  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 


MINES  : 

Powell's  Run  Nos.  i  and  3,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Greendalo, 
Equator,  Kittanning. 


OENERAL  OFFICES, 

50  E.  BROAD  ST.,  COLUMBUS,  O. 

SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Ports, 


REGISTERED 

“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 


“DOMESTIC  LUMP 


99 


No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen'l  Mgr. 


NOW  READY  FOR  DELIVERY 

A  A  A  A 

The  Artof 
Wall  Street  Investing 

By  John  Moody 

A  Practical  Handbook  for  investors,  attract¬ 
ively  printed  and  bound,  and  treating  the 
subject  of  Wall  Street  Investing  in  a  sensi¬ 
ble  and  original  manner.  Many  books  have  been 
written  in  the  past  on  the  general  subject  of  Wall 
Street,  and  special  studies  have  been  made  of  its 
various  phases;  but  this  is  the  first  modern  attempt 
to  cover  the  subject  in  an  attractive  and  popular 
form,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  of  interest  to  the 
individual  investor  as  well  as  to  the  more  expert 
banker  and  broker.  The  book  is  made  up  of 
ten  chapters,  embracing  the  following  subjects: 


HOW  MANY  EMPLOYES 
HAVE  YOU? 

Does  each  one  get  his  own  Black  Diamond  every 
week,  or  do  you  subscribe  for  one  copy  and  pass 
it  around? 

Ask  any  one  of  your  employes  how  much  good  he 
can  get  out  of  every  copy  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Find  out  how  much  it  will  help  him  in  his  work,  then 
order  as  many  as  you  need  and  charge  it  up  to 
expense  account.  This  investment  will  yield 
good  returns. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State.. 
Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 


I.-Safety  and  security.  II.-Bonds  and  What  They  Represent.  Ill.-Stocks 
and  What  They  Are.  IV.-Analyzing  Railroad  Securities.  V.-Industrials 
and  Tractions.  Vl.-Investment  vs.  Speculation.  VII.-“Get-Rich-Quick” 
Schemes.  VIII-Reorganization  and  Syndicates.  IX.-The  New  York  Stock 
Exchange.  X.-Wall  Street  Phrases  and  Methods. 

Price  per  copy,  $1.00  net;  by  mail,  $1.10 

A  A  A  A 

THE  MOODY  CORPORATION 

35  NASSAU  STREET  NEW  YORK  CITY 


Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 


RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


* 


New  York 

Central  Building 
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Fairmont  Coal  Company 


COAL 


GAS 

steam  Ip  airmont 

DOMESTIC 


IvAKE,  TIDE-WATER  AND  AEE-RAIE  SHIPMENTS 


FURNACE 

FOUNDRY 

CRUSHED 


COKE 


GENERAL  OFFICES,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  BALTIMORE.  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  Gen’l  Mgr.  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

E.  M.  MANCOURT,  Western  Manager,  Majestic  Bldg.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


NEW  YORK: 

J.  E.  Parsons,  Mgr,, 
1  Broadway 

CINCINNATI: 

W.  C.  Rogers,  Mgr., 
Traction  Bldg. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

W.  M.  Wilshire.  Mgr., 
Land  Title  Bldg. 


BALTIMORE: 

E.  P.  Coffin*,  Mgr.  ~ 
Cantlnantal  Trust  Bldg. 


BOSTON: 

R_.  C.  Gillespie  Mgr., 
State  Mutual  Bldg.,  50  Congress  St. 


WASHINGTON: 

W.  A.  Leetch,  Mgr., 
Foot  of  30th  St. 


CLEVELAND, 

A.  E.  Williams,  Agt. 
Western  Reserve  Bldg. 


NORTH  WESTERN  FUEL  00. 

Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents. 
Foreign  Representative:  Sanders  &.  Co.,  I  IO  Cannon  8t.,  London. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  STkanawh?Acoa?al 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miner*  and  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Pa.)  Smokeless  Coals 
Office.  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TRCA8. 


H.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER=KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  "Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

Q.  M.  WOODWARD,  Mff. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1026*1027 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

«.  B.  FULTZ,  Mgr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1409*10 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser*. 
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jLarvdstreet  Coal  (EL  Coke  Co. 

F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE  "sSSJg 

RI7SINF'«i«5 

JL3  \J  \  j  1 - — 

MAIN  OFFICE,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 

- 

KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Splint  Pocahontas  and  New  River  75  Mines  on  the  c.  &  o. 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  Tal  capacT^  ^tooiloZo^. 

Dock  Facilities  for  600,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Ccal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

S.  AUSTIN.  President  a  t  aiiqtim  w ; _ _  D  . 

A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec.-Treas. 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 

PittstoiT Anthracite^S  COf  il^Ktl  Hell  11^  Material,  All  Kinds 

211  GRAND  AVENUE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 

NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  exc^^s^rs 

“Seranton”  Anthraeite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

Ocean  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
“Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 

COVERED  WHARVES:  ®  J 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee  ALL-RAIL  FACILITIF  S-CHirAfiO  Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 

viHVrtuu  3,000,000  Tons 

Coneral  Office ■  P,.n..r  Press  Building,  8,.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office:  Plankln.en  Building  Chicago  Office:  Fl.her  Building 

1 

- - - - - - : - 

Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

jg^  MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 

GENERAL  OFFICE: 

CINCINNATI  num  Sales  Department,  RICHMOND,  VA. 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

„  ’  Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

Western  Sales  Agt.  -  .  ,  „  _ 

.  .  „  .  American  Nat  1  Bank  Bld’e 

1  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g.  W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  Oeneral  Sales  Agt. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  I  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


PUREST 

STEAM  — Absolutely  One  Quality— DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  ol  the  United  States  Coal  4  Oil  Co. 
at  Golden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR.  THE  FAMOUS 


R.  S.  McVEIGH.  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Daily  capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  o§  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio 

— — WRITE  FOR  PRICES  assess: 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORGUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway.  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


TRADE  MARK  REGiSTEREB 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B-  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 


O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

1»  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain.  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  "  C-  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal  Branch  Offices 


t  Broadway.  New  York  City,  N.  f. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago.  lit 
50  Congress  -treet,  Boston.  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building.  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President  C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President  JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 

Crescent  Coal  X*  Mining  Company 


SOS  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 


~  -----  '  COVERED  STORAGE,  SHIPPING.  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS'  YARDS=  —  - 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 

Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHFLACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  C.  BLAKE  COAL  $c  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 


LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


— 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices: - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, V A.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  News,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO. 

PINEY  FORK 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

BUILDING  CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


*  JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  adhiralty  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  CAS  AND  STEAM  COAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 


(Established  I860) 


MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (G.nuine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAQEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mine*  on  Cabin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIKST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 

i=^~ -  - 
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Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions .  a  discount  of  zo per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — Position  as  yard  man¬ 
ager;  12  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  45,  care  of 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED— By  com¬ 
petent  mine  superintendent.  Sober 
and  industrious.  Illinois  certificate. 
Emnloyed  at  present.  Address  Box 
44,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  RENT — The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  VVa- 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


WANTED — Position  as  sales  agent 
by  experienced  coal  man  of  proved 
ability.  If  the  salary  is  large  enough 
would  go  on  the  road  for  a  first-class 
operating  company.  Address  Box  24, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


A  YOUNG  MAN  with  five  years’ 

experience  as  sales  agent  and  travel¬ 
ing  representative  for  a  large  coal 
shipping  company  desires  situation  as 
sales  manager  or  agent  in  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  or  other  western  state.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  41,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  with  large  cor¬ 
poration  or  railroad,  as  special 
agent  or  claim  agent.  Applicant  is 
thoroughly  experienced  and  has  gilt- 
edged  references.  Can  be  of  especial 
value  to  large  transportation  com¬ 
pany.  Interview  requested.  Address 
Box  43,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Southern  Illinois  coal 

mining  rights;  60,000  acres,  average 
thickness  6  feet.  Good  coal;  mining 
condition  good.  Transportation  I. 
C.  R.  R.  and  other  trunk  lines.  Small 
tract  Saline  county  coal  on  Big  Four 
R.  R.  to  lease  on  favorable  terms. 
Address  Box  37,  care  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago. 


being  done,,  would  furnish  their  serv¬ 
ices  to  look  after  the  selling,  collect¬ 
ing,  making  up  pay  rolls  and  keeping 
all  accounts  on  a  tonnage  or  salary 
basis.  Address  Box  42,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 

reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


BITUMINOUS  COAL  SALES¬ 
MAN,  successful  and  experienced, 
with  line  and  tide  trade  with  rolling 
mills,  paper  mills,  glass  manufactur- 
"ers,  textile  mills,  and  the  large  con¬ 
sumers  generally,  in  Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Maryland, 
Delaware  and  vicinity,  also  familiar 
with  the  chartering  of  vessels  and 
tidewater  business,  ana  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  executive  part  of 
the  coal  business,  desires  a  position 
with  an  aggressive  and  responsible 
bituminous  mining  company.  Address 
“Yale,”  Box  2050,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


FOR  SALE — A  lease  500  acres  in 

thick  vein  Hocking  coal.  Mine  in 
operation,  good  buildings,  miners’ 
houses  and  store.  Would  sell  lease 
or  a  half  interest  to  a  party  who 
would  take  charge  of  the  plant.  Rea¬ 
sons  for  selling,  other  business  re¬ 
quiring  all  of  attention.  Address  B. 
64,  care  Black  Diamond. 


A  RELIABLE  and  well-known 

wholesale  coal  company,  not  oper¬ 
ating  mines  of  their  own,  but  famil¬ 
iar  with  all  the  details  of  mining  op¬ 
erations,  its  principals  having  had 
years  of  experience  both  in  producing 
and  marketing  the  product,  and  who 
are  able  to  so  systematize  the  work 
that  owners  may  know  what  is 


DIAMOND  DRILL  CONTRACTORS 


We  do  all  kinds  of  Diamond 
Drill  work  by  contract  and 
would  be  glad  to  quote  you 
a  price  on  any  work  that  you 
contemplate  doing  in  the  near 
future. 

Our  Drill 
Operators 

are  reliable,  and  men  who  have 
had  years  of  experience  in  this 
work.  Our  representative  will 
be  glad  to  call  on  you  person¬ 
ally  and  give  you  a  price  that 
is  right  for  your  work. 


Birdsboro  Steel  Foundry  &  Machine  Co. 

Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania 


FOR  SALK 

About  5000  acres  of  coal  land  and  surface 
with  three  miles  frontage  on  Ohio  River. 
The  only  river  mine  on  Ohio  River,  known 
as  the  W.  P.  D.  Bush  property.  Un¬ 
qualifiedly  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
investment  and  speculation  offered  in 
this  decade.  To  be  sold  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  the  Union  Circuit  Court 
without  reserve,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
Monday,  October  7th,  1907,  at  the  Court 
House  door,  Morgansfield,  Union  County. 
Kentucky.  For  full  information  address: 
W.  T.  Harris,  Commissioner,  Morgsnlield,  Ky. 
Henry  Burnett,  Lincoln  Bank  Bldg.,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

David  W.  Fairleigh,  Paul  Jones  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Albert  S.  Brandeis,  L.  (  N,  office,  9th  and 
Broadway,  Louisville,  Ky. 

George  G.  Briggs.  Louisville  Trust  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

H.  X  Horton,  Morgsafleld,  Ky. 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  A  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND.  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


john  o.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-30-35-40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )  The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  )  Mills.  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
i  to  75  tons 

By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


ut  above  illustrates  the  largest  retail  coal  pocket  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  located  at 
t.  Louis.  Mo  This  plant  has  2,500  tons  capacity  and  every  pound  of  coal  is  handled  mechan- 
ally  at  the  rate  of  75  tons  per  hour,  from  cars  to  wagons  at  a  cost  of  $4.50  per  day  for  labor, 
sk  for  Booklet  8-B— Engineering  and  Machinery  Dept. 

HOWE  SCALE  COMPANY  OF  ILLINOIS 

1315  1325  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


Going  to  Buy  or  Sell  a  Coal  Yard? 

Tell  vour  desires  through  our  Wanted  and  For  Sale  Department. 

It’s  the  easiest  way  to  get  in  communication  with  people.  The 
rate  is  4  cents  per  word. 


Coal  handling  plant  of  the  Berwind  Fuel  Co.  at  Superior,  Wis., 
consisting  of  three  traveling  bridge  tramways,  each  506 
ft.  over  all.  The  structural  work  was  furnished  by 

- The  - - - 

Morava  Construction  Co. 

— MANUFACTURERS  OF— 

Bridge  and  Structural  Steel  Work,  also  Designers 


and  Builders  of  Coal  Tipples,  and  Comolete 


Coal  Handling  Dock  Equipmenis. 


SHOPS 

85th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
CHICACO,  ILL. 


CITY  OFFICE 

1245  Marquette  Building 
CHICACO,  ILL. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


RETAIL  COAL  POCKETS 

MODERN  METHODS-LARGER  PROFITS 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 

l - — - 1 

Dickson  Eddy 

I  17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
InternBLtIon»Ll  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &  Wire  Co. 

Chic&go  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co. 

Inland  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
.  year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
"Sample”  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very- 
little  value  to  an  advertiser..  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

48  Broadway.  1150-66  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  St. 


i 

I 

i 

- .rr-  ~  -  J 

Any  Coal  Man 
in  the  V.  S. 


Can  make  money  hand¬ 
ling  our  brands  of  coal, 
because  they  are  the 
kinds  that  always  get  the 
business  and  the  profits. 

A  finer  or  more  satisfac¬ 
tory  line  of  coals  than 
ours — 

Winilrede  Splint 

AND 

Diana  Hocking 

Are  not  mined  anywhere. 
Those  who  are  now 
handling  them  know 
this  even  better  than  we 
do,  and  so  will  you, 
once  you  try  them. 

For  anything  in  Coal 
or  Coke  at  lowest  prices, 
write  or  wire 

HOSTLER  COAL  4  COKE  CO. 

CHICAGO.  3 


. 
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—  of  New  Yorlc,  Colliery  Owners. - 

ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


«! 


Rembrandt  Peale,  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Gen.  Mgr. 

J.  B.  Lumley,  Treasurer, 

W.  L.  Hawkins,  Asst.  Treas. 

A.  S.  Murphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Dspt. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 

4> 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen,  Stiles  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND  JL 

ANTHRACITE  WVML 

DAYTQN.  OHIO 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO. 

Hugheston,  W.  Va.  Capacity  800  Tons  Daily 

QUINCY  COAL  CO. 

Quincy,  W.  Va.  Capacity  350  Tons  Dally 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“HUGHES  CREEK”  AND  “QUINCY,”  W.VA. SPL,NT 

in  i  X  —iii  i  ’  COALS 

Mines  on  K.  &  M.  Ry.,  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va. 

We  solicit  your  orders  for  both  rail  and  river  shipments. 

ADDRESS 

JNO.  W.  MOORE,  Sales  M?r. 

INDEPENDENT  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


iONC  OiSTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1982 

MEClOh  t>3iO 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
OPAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  < 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  A  T 

Bituminous  VsvF.Ta.Ls 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The -Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 


Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES, 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  SelLDumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


•  I  I  IVIIIIIIIWU 

ARNE-SV! 


iaa. « tiT $m  sSi 


IRA  E.  STEVENS,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  Western  Agent 
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Vol.  40.  No.  3. 

unnati  JANUARY  18,  1908.  PITTSBURGH  $3.00  Per  Year. 

REVIEW  OF  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  COAL  TRADE. 


The  report  of  the  American  Railway  Association,  as  of  December  24,  shows  206,800  cars  idle.  It  was  generally  supposed  that  the  idleness  of 
this  equipment  was  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  grain  crops  were  not.  moving  from  the  hands  of  the  farmers  to  the  market.  The  contrary  is 
true,  since  the  grain  movement  for  this  year  exceeds  that  for  1906  by  fifteen  per  cent.  The  idleness  of  the  cars,  therefore,  points  to  the  lack  of 
activity  on  the  part  of  consumers  of  coal.  Since  these  idle  cars  equal  ten  per  cent  of  all  equipment  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  and  since 
the  number  of  idle  cars  is  growing  rapidly,  this  becomes  a  gloomy  but  infallible  index  of  the  state  of  trade  generally. 

That  this  rather  gloomy  picture  represents  accurately  the  condition  in  the  trade  has  been  supported  by  the  tendency  of  the  prices.  Some  two 
weeks  ago  circular  quotations  on  standard  grades  of  coal  were  cut,  in  .direct  opposition  to  the  advice  of  the  salesmen  and  despite  the  bad  faith 
thus  shown,  with  those  who  had  bought  their  coal  earlier  in  the  season  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  producers.  But  even  this  striking  reduction 
in  circular  price  has  not  established  a  market.  Prices  are  ruled  by  demurrage  coal  showing  that,  regardless  of  the  evidence  furnished  by  falling 
values  and  idle  equipment,  the  trade  has  not  stopped  production,  the  operators  refusing  to  take  the  warning  and  are  consequently  both  overpro¬ 
ducing  and  overshipping  the  markets.  After  a  tremendous  loss  in  the  value  of  the  coal  there  seems  to  be  a  growing  but  belated  disposition  to 

reduce  the  output  to  the  point  where  the  market  demands  will  be  met  and  no  more.  However,  the  anthracite  operators  seem  to  be  worried 
about  getting  a  satisfactory  production  and  they  appear  to  be  very  optimistic  concerning  the  future.  The  bituminous  trade  is  not  permitted  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  optimtistic  speculation  in  theory,  being  confronted  specifically  by  a  condition  that  will  not  permit  the  further  overproduction  of  this  <^rade 
of  coal.  The  river  mine  operators,  however,  are  a  little  bit  heedless  of  consequences,  although  they  valso  see  and  understand  fully  the  warning 
Some  of  them  have  taken  advantage  of  a  recent  and  exceptional  rise  in  the  Ohio  river  to  send  about  15,000,000  bushels  of  coal  to  the  south  making 
one  of  the  biggest  shipments  of  the  year. 

The  labor  situation  seems  to  be  righting  itself  without  much  difficulty,  as  reports  indicate  the  election  of  Tom  L.  Lewis  to  succeed  John 
Mitchell  as  president  of  the  Mine  Workers,  and  as  this  indicates  not  only  the  retention  of  a  conservative  policy  but  also  the  strong  endorsement 
of  the  interstate  wage  agreement.  With  the  miners  confronted  on  all  sides  by  the  growing  abundance  of  labor  and  with  the  prospects  not  so 

bright,  as  they  were  a  short  time  ago,  for  the  general  resumption  of  business  on  a  large  scale,  the  miners  may  be  expected  to  act  conservatively 

with  regard  to  the  demand  upon  the  operating  interests  this  spring. 


A  WEEK’S  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  CHICAGO  MARKET. 


The  Chicago  coal  market  is  decidedly  uneven,  although  showing  a 
slight  tone  of  improvement  this  week  on  account  of  three  days  of  fairly 
cold  weather  and  the  prophesy  of  a  cold  wave.  Conditions  in  fact  are 
governed  altogether  by  the  state  of  the  weather,  since  the  industrial 
demand  is  not  much  of  a  factor.  The  point  has  been  reached  in  the  Chicago 
market  where  it  is  practically  necessary  to  confine  statements  of  conditions 
to  the  various  grades  of  coal,  since  hardly  any  general  principle  can  apply  to 
the  whole  trade.  About  the  only  general  condition  that  has  any  bearing  at 
all  upon  the  market  is  the  attitude  of  the  producers  toward  the  spot  market. 
Where  producers  take  a  conservative  stand  and  refuse  to  ship  unsold  coal 
into  Chicago  fairly  reasonable  living  prices  are  obtainable,  but  where  the 
companies  are  carried  away  by  the  freedom  of  the  railroad  cars  and  ship 
consignment  coal  into  this  territory  the  prices  of  course  have  to  suffer  as  a 
result  of  the  accumulation  of  demurrage.  Probably  the  most  characteristic 
development  of  these  dull  times  is  the  effort  to  sell  low  grade  coal  under 
the  name  of  and  upon  the  reputation  of  a  higher  grade  of  coal.  This  has 
brought  so  much  confusion  to  the  minds  of  the  buyers  that  many  of  them 
are  skeptical  about  all  grades  of  coal  and  only  buy  from  such  concerns  and 
such  grades  of  coal  as  they  are  familiar  with. 

The  anthracite  market  is  showing  a  steady  and  slightly  improved  de¬ 
mand.  There  is  not  so  much  of  an  overplus  of  the  larger  sizes  as  was  the 
case  last  week,  largely  because  the  colder  weather  has  increased  the  con¬ 
sumption  and  consequently  cut  down  the  available  supply.  Nut  is  a  little 
easier  than  it  was  last  week,  but  so  far  the  amount  on  hand  has  not  pro¬ 
duced  a  glut  on  the  market. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  is  showing  a  better 'demand,  but  the  improvement 
so  far  is  only  slight  as  far  as  the  city  is  concerned,  the  buying  in  the  country 
being  just  a  little  bit  stronger  than  in  Chicago  itself.  Prices  are  almost  nom¬ 
inal  but  are  continued,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  as  follows :  Chunks  or  nut,  $2.50 
to  $2.75 ;  114-inch  steam  lump,  $2.35  to  $2.65 ;  domestic  nut,  $2.55  to  $2.65. 

Third  Vein  coal  trade  has  picked  up  just  a  little,  but  the  business  is 
nowhere  near  up  to  normal  and  prices  are  consequently  unchanged,  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  as  follows:  Run-of-mine,  $2.50;  chunks,  $2.75;  standard  lump, 
$2.65 ;  washed  nut,  $2.65 ;  screenings,  $1.60. 

DuQuoin  coal  is  holding  reasonably  steady,  as  to  price,  with  last  week. 
The  buying  is  just  a  little  bit  better  and  some  of  the  demurrage  coal  noted  a 
week  ago  has  been  cleaned  up,  although  the  prices  quoted  herewith  might 
be  shaded  about  ten  cents  where  some  coal  is  to  be  sold  in  a  hurry.  We 
quote,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  mine-run,  $1.70;  2-inch  egg  or  lump,  $2.00;  No.  1 
nut,  $1.85 ;  screenings,  $1.30  to  $1.35. 

Genuine  Springfield  coal  is  just  a  little  bit  stronger  but  the  business  is 
nothing  to  brag  of.  Some  mine-run  coal  coming  off  the  Wabash  railroad 
and  passing  for  genuine  Springfield  has  been<sold  as  low  at  $1.50.  Otherwise 
prices,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  remain  unchanged:  Mine-run,  $1.70;  screenings, 
$1.30;  nut,  $1.80;  egg  or  lump,  $2.25:  1 54-inch  lump  $1.90. 

Lincoln  prices  have  steadied  within  the  w'eek.  although  the  improvement 
in  business  has  been  slight.  None  of  this  coal  is  up  to  demurrage.  We  quote, 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Domestic  chunks,  $2.25;  egg,  $2.50;  mine-run,  $1.75;  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.30;  nut,  $2.00;  lj4-inch  lump  $2.00. 

Carterville  coal  is  variously  quoted  on  the  Chicago  market  according  to 
the  viewpoint  of  the  seller.  The  demand  in  the  country  warrants  the  quota¬ 
tion  of  prices  anywhere  from  fifteen  to  twenty  cents  higher  than  the  regular 
market  in  Chicago,  and  even  inside  of  Chicago  prices  vary  considerably,  the 
status  of  the  market  being  determined  by  whether  the  coal  is  up  to  de¬ 
murrage  or  whether  the  coal  has  been  reconsigned  here  from  other  places 
where  it  has  not  found  a  market.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b  the  mines,  for  Chicago 
delivery:  Mine-run,  $1.00;  D/Uinch  screenings,  45  cents;  lump  or  egg,  $1.50. 


Clinton  coal  is  also  variable.  The  generality  of  prices  show  an  increase  in 
strength  over  last  week,  because  the  operators  have  kept  down  the  produc¬ 
tion  to  the  contract  requirements,  and  as  the  demand  is  picking  up  just  a 
little  prices  are  stiffer  although  not  advancing.  Some  of  this  coal  shipped  in 
some  time  ago  has  been  up  to  demurrage  within  the  week  and  prices  have 
been  cut  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents.  This  has  been  done  only  by  those  mines 
which  ^ad  contracts  either  cancelled  or  shipments  curtailed.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Screenings,  $1.35;  mine-run,  $1.80;  4-inch  domestic  lump,  $2.40 
to  $2.50;  steam  lump,  2.05  to  2.10. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  is  showing  a  slight  improvement.  Com¬ 
paratively  none  of  this  coal  is  shipped  into  the  market  on  consignment  and 
consequently  very  little  is  up  to  demurrage.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b  Chicago- 
Chunks  or  egg,  2.30  to  $2.55  ;  steam  lump,  $2.30  to  $2.45. 

Brazil  Block  is  a  shade  stronger,  especially  in  the  country,  but  prices  are 
holding  about  steady  with  last  week.  The  market,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  $2.95,  while  in  the  country  the  price  is  $3.05  in  box  cars. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

The  three  days  of  cold  weather  early  in  the  week  has  the  result  of 
cleaning  up  some  of  the  Hocking  that  was  on  track  and  consequently  the 
market  is  a  little  stronger  than  it  was.  There  is  still,  however,  in  the  market 
some  coal  which  passes  for  Hocking  but  which  really  comes  from  nearby 
territories  which  is  selling  as  low  as  $2.75,  or  in  some  isolated  cases  even 
lower.  Jackson  Hill  coal  is  about  steady,  although  the  production  is  light. 
We  quote,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Standard  Hocking,  $3.00  to  $3.15;  Jackson  Hill, 
$4.40;  Pittsburg  No.  8,  $2.80. 

Kanawha  coal  is  not  very  strong  in  the  Chicago  market  because  so  many 
grades  of  inferior  coal  passing  for  splint  have  been  passing  through  this 
territory.  Some  of  these  have  sold  as  low  as  $2.85  or  even  lower  in  Chicago, 
although  the  higher  grades  of  coal  are  quoted  at  from  $3.10  to  $3.40,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  shipments  into  this  territory  have  been  cut  some¬ 
what  and  the  supply  now  does  not  exceed  the  demand  in  the  generality  of 
cases.  Prices  consequently  are  reasonably  firm  on  the  following  basis,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Three-quarter-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  %-inch  steam,  $3.05  to 
$3.15 ;  lj4-inch  lump,  3.15  to  $3.35. 

The  higher  grade  of  smokeless  coal  is  today  selling  all  the  way  from 
$1.10  at  the  mine  to  full  circular  of  $1.45.  This  is  entirely  due  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  to  sell  the  coal  rather  than  to  the  character  of  the  shipment.  Some  of 
the  coals  have  been  sold  as  low  as  $1.00  and  reconsigned  to  this  territory, 
having  failed  to  find  a  market  in  Ohio  points.  Some  coals  supposed  to  be 
smokeless,  but  in  reality  of  lower  grade,  have  been  sold  in  quantity  in  this 
territory  within  the  week  as  low  as  85  cents  a  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and 
rumor  has  it  that  even  this  price  has  been  shaded.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
New  River  and  Pocahontas:  Mine-run,  $3.05  to  $3.50;  egg  or  lump,  $3.85 
to  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  a  shade  stronger,  because  the  shipments  have  been 
curtailed  and  are  more  nearly  equal  to  the  market  demand.  We  quote,  f.o.  b. 
Chicago:  Three-quarters-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  24-inch  steam,  $3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Gas  house  coke  last  week  was  up  to  demurrage  in  Chicago,  and  prices 
ran  off  anywhere  from  50  to  75  cents -a  ton.  Although  the  demurrage  coke 
has  been  cleaned  up  the  market  has  not  stiffened  very  much  and  prices  today  are 
very  largely  nominal  on  a  higher  basis.  Of  course  the  inactivity  of  blast 
furnaces  and  foundries  has  cut  down  the  demand  for  the  other  products 
and  those  cokes  are  comparatively  soft  as  to  price.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago :  Connellsville,  $5.40;  Wise  County,  $5.25:  West  Virginia,  $5.25;  48- 
hour,  $4.40 ;  By-Product  Domestic,  $5.25,  and  Gas  House,  $5.25. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


A  Rise  in  the  River  Permits  a  Big 
Movement  to  Southern 
Markets. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  January  16. 

The  week  has  shown  little  or  no  change  in  the 
local  conditions,  other  than  a  slight  increase  in 
the  demand  for  house  coal  and  coke.  The  cold 
weather  has  created  a  somewhat  larger  call  for 
the  former,  while  the  resumption  of  operations 
in  a  large  number  of  mills  and  manufacturing 
plants  has  been  responsible  in  the  latter  case. 

The  mines  are  being  operated  with  the  same 
steady  regularity  that  has  been  characteristic, 
even  through  the  greater  part  of  the  financial 
troubles  of  the  last  few  months.  The  leading 
producers  are  working  practically  all  of  the 
mines  to  capacity  at  the  present  time,  and  within 
the  next  few  weeks  will  move  large  quuantities 
of  coal  into  the  Pittsburgh  harbor.  The  rise  of 
this  week  has  again  been  the  means  of  practi¬ 
cally  cleaning  out  the  lower  pools  of  the  entire 
tonnage  that  had  been  accumulated  therein,  and 
as  there  is  a  very  strong  demand  from  the  entire 
south  for  coal,  every  effort  is  being  made  to  get 
all  the  empties  possible  back  to  the  city  and 
loaded  between  the  various  rises,  which  have 
been  coming  with  unusual  frequency. 

The  rivers  have  been  very  high  all  week,  a 
stage  of  sixteen  feet  having  been  reached  on 
Tuesday,  and  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  as  well  as  several 
of  the  smaller  independent  shippers,  have  sent 
out  large  tows  every  day.  The  pool  boats  are 
still  gathering  more  barges  and  flats  that  have 
been  loaded,  and  a  number  of  other  large  tows 
will  be  made  up  before  the  week  is  over.  It  is 
estimated  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  15,000,000 
bushels  of  coal  will  have  been  sent  south  during 
the  week,  while  a  large  number  of  empties  have 
also  been  brought  in. 

Prices  for  the  week  remain  practically  the 
same  as  were  quoted  last  week,  and  are  as  fol¬ 
lows :  Three-inch  lump,  $1.60  and  $1.70;  1 54- 
inch  lump,  $1.35  and  $1.45 ;  jkt-inch  lump  at  $1.25 
and  $1.30;  mine-run,  $1.15  and  $1.20,  and  slack 
at  45  and  55  cents,  all  prices  f.  o.  b.  mines.  Some 
operators  quote  slightly  different  prices,  but  the 
above  are  generally  asked. 

There  has  been  no  great  improvement  in  the 
coke  trade,  although  there  have  been  a  large 
number  of  ovens  fired  in  the  Connellsville  and 
Masontown  regions  during  the  past  week  or  so. 
There  have  been  some  fair  contracts  for  both 
furnace  and  foundry  coke  closed  during  the  past 
week,  this  being  the  only  interesting  feature  of 
the  business.  Several  concerns  have  contracted 
for  their  entire  consumption  of  the  year,  and 
more  are  expected  to  sign  up  this  week.  Prices 
remain  about  the  same,  those  generally  quoted 
being  from  $2.00  to  $2.25  for  furnace,  and  from 
$2.50  to  $2.75  for  foundry  coke.  For  prompt 
shipments,  both  of  these  quotations  are  being 
shaded,  however.  The  production  has  shown  a 
slight  increase  over  that  of  the  week  preceding, 
as  have  the  records  of  shipments. 

Mine  Workers’  Meeting. 

A  great  deal  of  interest  is  being  shown  this 
week  at  the  nineteenth  annual  convention  of 
District  No.  5  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  which  is  being  held  in  Pittsburgh. 
There  are  about  250  delegates  present.  The  ses¬ 
sions  are  spirited  and  are  expected  to  continue 
so  on  account  of  the  number  of  delicate  matters 
that  will  be  brought  up  for  deliberation.  Former 
President  Patrick  Dolan  was  ejected  from  the 
convention  hall  on  the  first  day,  although  he 
contended  that  he  was  properly  armed  with  cre¬ 
dentials  from  the  local  which  he  represented  as  a 
delegate. 

The  annual  report  of  District  President  Frank 
Feehan  showed  that  there  is,  at  present,  a  total 
membership  of  30,287,  which  is  an  increase  of 
7,432  over  the  number  of  members  at  this  time 
last  year.  His  report  recommended  that  each 
member  be  taxed  three  dollars,  and  that  the 
funds  raised  in  this  manner  be  used  in  organiz¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  miners  in  this  district. 
He  suggested  that  the  district  scale  not  be  taken 


up  at  this  time,  as  it  is  the  desire  to  have  this 
matter  taken  up  at  a  special  convention,  to  be 
held  in  the  event  of  an  interstate  agreement. 
Committees  for  the  coming  year  were  appointed. 


Operators  to  Meet. 

The  coal  operators  of  the  Pittsburgh  district 
will  shortly  hold  another  meeting  to  consider 
matters  pertaining  to  the  wage  scale,  the  agree¬ 
ment  which  has  been  in  force  for  the  past  two 
years  expiring  in  the  spring.  Following  this 
meeting,  which  will,  be  held  in  this  city,  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  miners  and  operators  will  be 
held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  There  will  be  a  large 
attendance  at  both  meetings,  as  the  matter  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  both 
sides  of  the  question,  and  the  harmony  of  future 
years  practically  depends  on  the  outcome  of  these 
two  conferences. 


News  in  Brief. 

Max  J.  Sebolt,  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  manager  of 
the  interests  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  was  a  business 
visitor  in  Pittsburgh  for  several  days  this  week, 
making  his  headquarters  at  the  company’s  of¬ 
fices. 

J.  Frank  Tilley,  secretary  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Exchange,  has  been  a  member  of  the  legis¬ 
lative  committee  of  the  National  Board  of  Steam 
Navigation,  which  committee  iheets  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  during  the  last  week  of  this  month. 
Mr.  Tilley  will  attend  the  meeting. 

The  Pittsburgh  Steam  Coal  Company,  which 
was  recently  organized  at  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  an¬ 
nounces  that  a  plant  to  cost  about  $50,000  will 
be  installed  this  spring.  It  has  also  been  de¬ 
cided  to  construct  a  battery  of  coke  ovens, _  but 
the  number  has  not  been  definitely  determined. 
The  company  will  develop  a  nine-foot  vein  of 
Pittsburgh  coal,  and  will  produce  about  500  tons 
per  day.  It  is  hoped  to  have  the  plant  in  opera¬ 
tion  some  time  in  March  of  this  year.  The  con¬ 
struction  will  be  in  charge  of  George  Porter,  of 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  who  is  the  chief  engineer  of  the 
company,  of  which  W.  D.  McGinnis  is  president 
and  treasurer,  and  J.  R.  Bailey  secretary  and 
general  manager. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  16. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  demand  for  coal  throughout 
Indiana  is  picking  up  again  but  not  enough  to 
cause  the  dealers  and  operators  to  feel  like  real 
fighters.  There  is  a  better  tone  to  the  market, 
however,  than  a  week  ago.  The  prediction  of  a 
cold  wave  today  caused  the  members  of  the  trade 
to  believe  that  real  winter  is  coming,  and  with  it 
better  demand  and  better  prices.  The  demand 
for  domestic  grades  has  been  somewhat  better 
during  the  past  week,  but  the  retailers  have  felt 
the  benefit  smore  than  the  operators,  as  most 
of  them  were  carrying  stocks  accumulated  dur¬ 
ing  the  warm  winter  weather. 

It  is  likely,  however,  that  the  operators  will 
soon  feel  the  benefit  unless  the  weather  man’s 
predictions  go  wrong.  The  demand  for  steam 
coal  is  picking  up  a  little,  as  many  factories  are 
increasing  their  operations.  Some  large  plants, 
that  consume  an  enormous  amount  of  coal,  are 
scheduled  to  start  soon,  which  will  increase  the 
demand  for  steam  grades.  As  yet  there  has  not 
been  much  recovery  from  the  recent  demoraliza¬ 
tion  of  prices  due  to  warm  weather  and  poor 
business  conditions  generally.  Run-of-mine  is 
still  selling  around  a  dollar  a  ton,  while  do¬ 
mestic  is  off  about  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  for 
this  season  of  the  year. 

The  retailers  here  are  holding  up  their  prices 
fairly  well.  The  following  schedule  of  prices  is 
quoted  by  them: 

Anthracite,  all  sizes,  $8 ;  Pocahontas,  forked 
lump,  $6 ;  Pocahontas,  shoveled  lump,  $5.50 ;  Po¬ 
cahontas,  mine-run,  $4.50 ;  Pocahontas,  nut  and 
slack,  $3.50;  Blossburg,  $5.50;  Ohio  Jackson, 
$5.50;  Kanawha  lump,  $5;  Raymond,  $5;  Pitts¬ 
burgh  lump,  $5.50 ;  Falling  Rock  cannel,  $6.50 ; 
Linton  egg,  $3.75;  Hocking  Valley,  $4.75;  Luhrig, 
$4.75 ;  Brazil  block,  $4.50 ;  gashouse  lump  coke, 
$6 ;  crushed  gas  coke,  $6.  Bags  50  cents  a  ton 
extra,  ground  floor  or  dumped  in  celiar.  Bags 
75  cents  a  ton  extra  carried  in  cellar.  Charge 


for  chute,  25  cents  a  ton.  Coke  bags,  60  cents; 
bags,  cellar,  80  cents. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  a  $7,000,- 
000  Missouri  corporation,  has  complied  with  the 
foreign  incorporations  law  of  Indiana.  It  says 
that  its  holdings  in  Indiana  are  valued  at  $161,000 
and  that  it  has  an  office  in  Indianapolis. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Company  hr,s  been  having 
trouble  with  one  of  its  mines  at  Cloverland  in 
the  Brazil  district  for  the  last  week.  It  has  been 
on  fire  since  Friday  and  the  company  has  had  a 
large  force  of  men  trying,  in  vain,  to  check  the 
flames. 

The  B.  &  O.  S.  W.  road  has  appealed  to  the 
railroad  commission  to  settle  a  plan  for  divid¬ 
ing  the  joint  coal  rate  between  it  and  the 
Southern  Indiana,  from  Linton  to  Lebanon. 
The  commission  reduced  the  rate  to  fifty 
cents  a  ton  from  seventy-five  and  the  B.  & 
O.  S.  W.  says  the  Indiana  Southern  wants 
all  of  the  money  but  seven  cents  a  ton. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  January  16. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  Knoxville  market  for  coal 
is  dull  and  prices  have  not  yet  taken  an  upward 
turn,  but  it  is  confidently  expected  that  there  will 
soon  be  an  improvement. 

The  coal  operators,  who  were  working  largely 
on  contracts,  are  having  a  good  run,  but  all  con¬ 
cerns  have  cut  contract  orders  to  the  minimum. 
Those  companies  which  were  not  well  fixed  on 
contracts  are  finding  trade  dull  and  are  offering 
coal  at  prices  at  which  it  has  not  been  sold  here 
for  some  time.  The  opinion  of  coal  operators 
here  is  that  coal  will  range  lower  during  this 
year  than  last.  The  contracts  for  the  trade  in  the 
southeast  are  generally  made  in  late  summer  or 
early  fall,  so  that  the  coal  that  is  being  shipped 
on  contracts  now  is  at  good  prices.  The  con¬ 
cerns  that  are  in  the  open  market  for  coal  are 
getting  the  best  of  it  from  the  consumers’  stand¬ 
point.  The  contract  prospect  is  considered  fairly 
bright,  however,  but  it  is  a  good  while  off  to 
guess  at  what  may  turn  up. 

The  domestic  market  is  quite  dull,  more  so 
than  the  situation  would  seem  to  warrant.  The 
explanation  is  that  the  coal  operators  are  co¬ 
operating  with  the  retail  dealers,  some  of  whom 
have  been  well  stocked  up  with  high  price  coal, 
in  order  to  permit  the  retailers  to  clear  up  their 
supply  of  high  price  stock.  Jellico  domestic  coal 
is  off  as  much  as  seventy-five  cents  on  the  ton 
over  that  prevailing  two  months  ago;  that  is,  the 
price  is  as  low  as  $2.25  at  the  mines.  The  do¬ 
mestic  operators  are  still  hopeful  about  the  situ¬ 
ation  and  believe  that  weather  conditions  may 
yet  save  the  day  by  resulting  in  the  consumption 
of  the  supply  on  hand.  The  operators  are  not 
showing  a  disposition  to  slaughter  the  market. 

Taking  Coal  Creek  as  the  steam  basis  for  the 
market,  coal  has  been  sold  since  the  first  of  the 
month  as  low  as  $1.10,  whereas  the  average 
price  before  the  slump  was  $1.25.  Coal  oper¬ 
ators  of  this  entire  district  expect  not  only 
a  lower  selling  price  for  steam  coal  because 
of  business  depression,  but  because  of  new 
steam  coal  mines  which  have  been  opened  up 
by  the  Black  Mountain  railroad,  a  branch 
line  of  the  Virginia  &  Southwestern  railroad 
located  in  southwestern  Virginia.  It  is  espe¬ 
cially  good  for  gas  and  is  also  a  coking  coal. 
This  will  be  launched  on  the  market  during 
the  year  in  considerable  quantities,  though  it 
is  thought  that  it  will  not  be  a  very  strong 
factor. 

As  the  operators  view  the  situation,  the  con¬ 
tinued  opening  up  of  coal  mines  in  Kentucky, 
Tennessee  and  Virginia  will  not  find  the  ready 
demand  during  this  year  that  it  has  been  finding 
during  recent  years.  In  view  of  the  prospects 
for  vast  developments  by  Ryan  interests  of 
southwestern  Virginia  coals  during  the  next  year, 
which  will  be  ready  for  the  market  in  eighteen 
months  at  least,  it  is  considered  that  unless  the 
coast  is  made  available  for  sales  to  the  seagoing 
trade  that  the  southeastern  market  will  be  greatly 
overdone.  It  is,  however,  the  purpose  of  the 
Ryan  people  to  put  the  Virginia  coal  to  Charles¬ 
ton  and  other  ports  for  sale,  so  that  after  all 
the  situation  may  not  be  greatly  affected. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


Warm  Weather  Makes  the  Sale  of  All 
Grades  of  Coal  Unusually 
Slow. , 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Cincinnati,  January  16. 

The  Cincinnati  coal  market  is  still  in  very 
bad  condition.  There  is  perhaps  a  slight  im¬ 
provement  over  last  week  and  the  week  before, 
but  it  is  so  slight  that  it  only  serves  to  bolster 
up  the  hopes  of  the  coal  men  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  will  continue.  Really  the  market  is  about 
as  bad  as  it  can  get.  The  weather  conditions 
have  been  those  of  the  first  of  April  rather 
than  those  of  the  middle  of  winter.  There  has 
scarcely  been  a  day  this  winter  that  the  mer¬ 
cury  has  dropped  as  low  as  freezing,  and  there 
certainly  have  not  been  two  days  in  succession 
that  the  thermometer  has  registered  thirty-two. 
The  demand  for  coal,  therefore,  is  still  at  a 
warm  weather  minimum  so  far  as  consumption 
is  concerned. 

Up  to  this  time  the  sellers  of  coal  have  stuck 
for  prices  that  have  been  quite  reasonable;  but 
it  seems  that  during  the  past  week  or  so  the 
pressure  has  been  too  great  on  some  of  the 
operators  who  felt  that  they  must,  in  some 
way,  move  their  coal  and  keep  their  mines 
running,  and  they  have  actually  sent  out  cir¬ 
culars  offering  to  sell  good  Kanawha  splint 
lump  as  low  as  $1.25  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 
These  low  prices  are  not  stimulating  trade  in 
the  least,  as  it  takes  only  a  short  time  for 
everybody,  who  is  interested,  to  learn  what  is 
going  on,  and  then  everybody  is  on,  the  low 
level  as  to  price.  It  must  not  be  inferred, 
however,  that  everybody  is  now  quoting  $1.25. 
Quite  a  number  of  operators  and  selling  agen¬ 
cies  are  not  openly  meeting  this  price,  but  will 
only  fill  orders  to  special  customers  of  long 
standing  and  only  to  hold  them  for  future 
business.  Quotations  on  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump  and  egg  are  $2.00  a  ton  at  the 
mines,  but  these,  too,  are  being  shaded,  and 
$1.90  is  a  common  price  for  smokeless  lump. 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  mine-run  is 'being 
sold  in  limited  quantities  at  $1.25  a  ton  at  the 
mines,  while  splint  run-of-mine  is  going  beg¬ 
ging  at  90  cents  at  the  mines.  Nut  and  slack 
is  the  only  strong  thing  in  the  entire  market, 
and  this  is  due,  of  course,  to  the  fact  that  so 
little  lump  coal  is  moving  that  there  are  prac¬ 
tically  no  screenings  being  made.  Sixty-five 
to  seventy-five  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  is  the 
range  of  prices  on  nut  and  slack,  and  there  is 
considerable  inquiry  for  it  at  these  prices.  A 
number  of  sales  of  run-of-mine  have  been  made 
at  nut  and  slack  prices. 


Railroads  Furnishing  Cars. 

An  innovation  worthy  of  mention  is  the  fact 
that  all  the  railroads,  the  C.  &  O.,  the  L.  &  N. 
and  the  N.  &  W.  especially,  have  discovered 
that  they  might  as  well  have  their  sidings  near 
the  tipples  filled  with  loaded  cars  rather  than 
with  empty  cars,  and  they  have  sent  out  orders 
that  they  will  permit  the  mines  to  load  as 
many  cars  as  they  care  to  and  allow  these  cars 
to  stand  on  the  mine  sidings  or  somewhere 
near  the  point  of  origin  until  the  operators 
wish  to  send  them  forward.  This  is  a  round¬ 
about  way  of  doing  away  with  demurrage.  It 
permits  the  coal  men  to  keep  their  mines  going 
a  little  longer,  and  to  have  coal  ready  to  for¬ 
ward  at  all  times,  yet  does  not  burden  them 
with  any  charge  of  demurrage  as  it  would  if 
the  loaded  cars  were  at  destination.  For  this 
small  favor  of  the  railroads  the  coal  men  are 
suitably  thankful.  Every  railroad  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  has  had,  literally,  thousands  of  empty  cars 
standing  on  sidings  for  weeks.  In  a  short  time 
all  these  cars  will  be  filled  with  coal  and  will 
be  ready  for  forwarding  at  a  moment’s  notice. 


Plenty  of  River  Coal  Moving. 

The  rivers  are  now  practically  continuously 
navigable,  and  comparatively  large  quantities 
of  both  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  coal  are  being 


moved  forward  to  market.  As  noted,  frequent¬ 
ly,  in  this  report,  it  is  not  desirable  to  have  a 
very  large  stock  of  coal  afloat  in  the  river  here 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  so  most  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  product  is  being  taken  past  this  city  for 
consumption  farther  south.  River  lump  has 
dropped  to  8  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges 
and  nut  and  slack  to  6  cents  for  the  very  best 
quality  of  Pittsburgh.  These  prices  have  been 
lowered  as  a  result  of  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
rail  coal  at  the  mines.  In  former  years  the 
price  of  river  coal  ruled  that  of  rail;  but  now 
the  river  really  cuts  very  little  figure  in  the 
Cincinnati  market  as  a  whole. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

A  telegram  received  here  this  morning  an¬ 
nounces  that  F.  L.  Robbins,  president  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  will  not  be  re-elected.  The  report 
caused  no  comment. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  The  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Pittsburgh, 
passed  through  this  city  Monday  on  his  way 
home  from  New  Orleans  and  other  southern 
points  he  had  been  visiting  in  the  interests  of 
his  company. 

Robert  P.  Gillham,  vice-president  of  the 
Campbells  Creek  Coal  Company,  candidate  for 
president  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  was  defeated  by  thirteen  votes  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  His  many  friends  in  the  “coal  corner” 
worked  valiantly  for  him,  knowing  him  to  be 
a  fine  fellow.  He  is  at  present  first  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has  yet 
a  year  to  serve  in  that  capacity. 

Daniel  Everson,  the  newly-appointed  smoke 
inspector  of  Cincinnati,  promises  a  most  vigor¬ 
ous  campaign  against  the  smoke-makers  of  the 
city.  Mr.  Everson  is  a  practical  stationary  en¬ 
gineer,  having  held  some  very  important  posi¬ 
tions.  It  is  expected  that  the  state  legislature, 
now  in  session,  will  correct  the  weak  point  in  the 
present  law  under  which  prosecutions  are  made, 
and  that  after  that  the  smoke  inspector  will  have 
plain  sailing. 

Reports  from  W.  R.  Blair,  formerly  auditor 
of  The  Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining 
Company,  are  to  the  effect  that  he  is  in  very 
bad  health,  with  little  hope  of  ultimate  recov¬ 
ery.  Mr.  Blair,  during  his  career  in  the  coal 
business,  made  many  friends,  and  upon  his  re¬ 
tirement  a  short  time  ago  was  presented  with 
a  very  handsome  gold  watch  as  a  mark  of  es¬ 
teem  of  the  other  employes  of  the  office  in 
which  he  worked. 

F.  I..  Garrison,  formerly  president  of  the  Kana¬ 
wha  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  is  now  taking  life 
easv.  He  has  an  office  in  the  Mercantile  Library 
building,  and  he  employs  a  part  of  his  time  in 
looking  after  a  number  of  interests  he  has,  one 
of  which  is  a  zinc  mine  in  Tennessee.  Mr. 
Garrison  has  developed  into  quite  a  horse  man 
since  he  quit  the  coal  business  and  has  lots  of 
leisure,  aind  can  be  seen  frequently  speeding 
with  a  fine  looking  roadster. 

Tt  was  learned  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  State 
Railroad  Commission  of  Kentuckv,  held  at 
Frankfort  on  Monday  of  this  week,  that  the 
complaint  of  The  Big  Run  Coal  Company  of 
Winchester  was  heard,  and  that  the  commis¬ 
sion  ordered  that  for  the  transportation  of  coal 
from  the  company’s  Princess  mines  in  Kentucky 
to  all  points  on  all  roads  in  Kentucky  there 
shall  not  be  charged  rates  in  excess  of  the  rate 
now  charged,  which  is  $1  a  ton  to  Cincinnati 
and  Louisville. 

A  petition  is  being  circulated  here,  for  signa¬ 
tures,  asking  the  government  to  rebuild  the 
government  ice  piers  located  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Great  Kanawha  river  at  Point  Pleasant,  W. 
Va.  The  present  piers,  built  many  years  ago,  are 
falling  to  pieces  with  age.  There  is  no  question 
that  they  ought  to  be  rebuilt.  Congressman 
Goebel  of  Cincinnati  has  just  introduced  a  bill 
in  the  national  congress  asking  for  a  survey  of 
the  Cincinnati  harbor  with  a  view  of  building 
ice  piers  for  the  protection  of  the  steamboat  and 
coal  interests  here. 


Denver  Trade. 

A  Newspaper  Enters  the  Trade  Cutting 
Prices  But  Buying  Is  Not 
Heavy. 

Denver,  Colo.,  January  16. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Warm  weather  still  continues  in 
this  district  with  exasperating  persistency,  and 
as  a  result  there  is  no  improvement  in  trade  over 
last  week.  Domestic  lignite  trade  in  Denver  is 
all  shot  to  pieces  over  the  cut  one  of  the  daily 
papers  has  made  in  the  retail  price  of  lignite, 
this  being  $3.95  delivered,  against  $5.00  the  regu¬ 
lar  retail  price.  The  cut  has  flooded  this  concern 
with  orders,  which  unfortunately  has  hurt  the 
little  dealer,  for  it  is  most  his  trade  that  is  buy¬ 
ing  the  newspaper  coal.  To  date  no  coal  company 
has  met  the  cut.  Orders  for  bituminous  domes¬ 
tic  coal  are  coming  in  a  little  more  freely,  but 
there  is  absolutely  no  demand  for  steam  coal 
except  slack  from  either  the  Walsenburg  or 
Trinidad  districts,  and  many  mines  are  running 
two  days  a  week,  and  some  have  shut  down  tight. 

There  is  no  regular  market  price  and  low  • 
prices  do  not  seem  to  land  any  more  business 
than  high  ones.  It  seems  to  be  a  case  of  the 
dealer  being  loaded  with  coal  and  not  willing  to 
order  more  until  storage  prices  are  made. 


Two  Camps  Closed. 

On  January  10  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany  definitely  abandoned  the  coal  camp  of 
Tercio,  on  which  it  has  expended  a  million  dol¬ 
lars.  This  throws  over  400  men  out  of  employ¬ 
ment.  Tercio  was  founded  in  1901  and  coke 
ovens  valued  at  $500,000  were  installed,  and  a 
like  amount  was  spent  in  houses  and  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  mine.  Since  the  opening  of  the 
mine  it  has  never  paid  because  of  the  dirt  in  the 
coal,  faults  in  the  vein,  etc.  W.  J.  Murray,  who 
was  superintendent  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron 
Company  at  that  time  resigned  his  position  af¬ 
ter  the  completion  of  the  camp,  because  it  had 
been  put  in  this  place  against  his  advice. 

There  are  between  300  and  400  houses  in  the 
camp  and  a  general  store,  and  most  all  of  these 
will  be  vacated  by  the  end  of  this  week.  Tercio 
has  been  considered  as  the  most  beautiful  coal 
camp  in  southern  Colorado,  and  :it  seems  it  was 
located  here  merely  because  of  its  environ¬ 
ments. 

Quinto,  another  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Com-' 
pany  camp,  was  closed  down  on  the  11th  because 
of  the  decrease  in  the  demand  for  coke.  Between 
100  and  200  men  will  leave  this  camp 


News  and  Personals. 

Tom  Eagan,  of  the  Summit  Coal  Company,  is 
making  a  trip  through  towns  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  state. 

The  Mitchell  mine  of  the  National  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  will  probably  beat  any  previous  month’s  rec¬ 
ord  during  January.  Its  record  so  far  was  made 
last  November,  when  15,800  tons  were  produced, 
but  if  the  last  half  of  January  continues  as  good 
as  the  first  half  17,000  tons  will  about  be  the 
figure. 

A.  B.  Cunie,  of  the  A.  B.  Cunie  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Omaha,  has  been  a  recent  Denver  vis¬ 
itor.  He  is  an  old  Colorado  boy  and  his  many 
friends  are  glad  to  see  him.  For  Colorado  coal 
they  are  handling  fuel  from  the  different  mines 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Fuel  Company,  of  which 
Harvey  E.  Stewart  is  general  manager  of  sales. 

It  is  reported  that  a  good  sized  vein  of  lig¬ 
nite  coal,  said  to  be  of  good  quality,  has  been 
discovered  on  the  Rooney  ranch,  about  two  miles 
northeast  of  Morrison,  and  a  number  of  Mor¬ 
rison  men  have  formed  a  company  to  develop 
the  discovery.  They  expect  to  order  a  plant 
of  machinery  and  push  the  work  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  If  the  find  turns  out  good  it  will  mean 
a  boom  for  Morrison. 

The  Parkdale  mine  of  the  Parkdale  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Lafayette,  is  now  hoisting  about  600  tons 
every  day,  and  as  soon  as  a  new  well  is  com¬ 
pleted,  which  will  afford  the  camp  more  water, 
it  is  expected  that  the  output  will  jump  to  800 
tons  dajly.  This  mine  has  been  opened  up  the 
most  rapidly  of  any  mine  in  that  district.  The 
general  office  of  the  company  is  in  Denver. 
H.  Van  Mater  is  president ;  Joseph  Watson,  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent,  and  Harry  F.  Nash,  general 
sales  agent. 
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Louisville  Trade. 


Coal  Operators  Complain  of  the  Action 
of  the  Railroads  in  Refusing  to 
Take  Coal. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  January  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — During  the  past  week  the  most 
noteworthy  change  in  the  eastern  Kentucky-Ten- 
nessee  coal  trade  has  been  due  to  the  Order  is¬ 
sued  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  on  the  11th 
inst.,  suspending  shipment  from  all  mines  with 
which  the  company  had  contracts  for  fuel  coal. 

Prior  to  this  order,  they  had  directed  the  dis¬ 
continuance  of  shipments  of  company  coal  from 
all  mines  not  on  the  contract  basis.  As  a  result, 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  mines  in  District 
23  are  closed  down  and  more  than  seventy-five 
per  cent  of  the  tonnage  curtailed.  In  the  western 
Kentucky  district,  conditions  are  very  much  bet¬ 
ter,  both  on  the  Illinois  Central  and  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  railroad,  and  most  mines  are 
running  at  fairly  full  capacity.  The  Southern 
Railway  mines  in  the  Middlesboro  and  Coal  Creek 
districts  are  also  continuing  to  load  coal.  Mines 
which  are  able  to  secure  sufficient  orders  to  jus¬ 
tify  their  operation,  find  a  marked  change  in  the 
supply  of  labor,  there  being  now  no  difficulty  in 
securing  more  than  enough  miners  and  the  ten¬ 
dency  being  to  overship  orders.  This  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  accumulation  of  some  demurrage 
coal  at  most  centers. 

While  one  or  two  touches  of  winter  weather 
have  been  felt  during  the  past  week,  most  days 
have,  been  comparatively  balmy.  Retail  trade 
continues  very  slack.  The  cessation  of  lump 
shipments  has  inevitably  caused  a  slight  strength 
in  the  nut  and  slack  market,  but  during  the  past 
day  or  two  a  little  flurry  of  orders  for  lump,  with 
resulting  consignments  of  nut  and  slack,  have 
showed  that,  the  steam  market  is  still  in  a  very 
weak  condition.  While  a  number  of  plants  have 
resumed,  the  tendency  is  to  run  on  a  slow  sched¬ 
ule. 

Stocks  in  Louisville,  as  well  as  in  other  Ken¬ 
tucky  towns  and  in  big  cities  and  towns  through¬ 
out  the  South,  are  fairly  heavy  as  far  as  retail 
yards  are  concerned,  but  the  real  weakness  of  the 
market  is  due  in  part  to  the  abnormal  absorption 
of  domestic  coal  throughout  the  late  summer  and 
early  fall,  this  coal  being  in  evidence  in  cellars 
and  sheds  more  than  in  the  retail  yards. 

The  most  interesting  feature  of  the  past  week 
has  been  the  supplications  of  operators  to  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  to  take  their  coal.  There 
has  been  considerable  complaint  from  operators, 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  place  their  coal  on 
regular  contract  to  the  railroad.  These  opera¬ 
tors  point  to  the  fact  that  when  the  market 
broke,  the  railroad  immediately  allowed  all  ship¬ 
pers  to  dump  coal  upon  them.  As  a  consequence 
the  railroad,  chutes  quickly  filled  to  overflowing, 
much  of  this  coal  having  been  furnished  from 
mines  which  have  shipped  the  railroad  hardly  a 
single  car  in  the  past  two  years.  It  is  announced 
by  the  purchasing  department  that  they  will  en¬ 
deavor  to  resume  taking  shipments  of  the  con¬ 
tract  operators  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
and  will  endeavor  to  take  care  of  them  as  best 
they  can  throughout  the  season. 

Current  quotations  on  standard  coals  f.  o.  b. 
mines  range  about  as  follows:  Best  Jellico  and 
Blue  Gem  coals,  $2.00  to  $2.25  for  block  and 
lump;  Straight  Creek  and  the  best  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  coals  (domestic),  $1.75  to  $2.00;  Dean  block 
and  lump,  $1.50  to  $1.75;  Straight  Creek  nut  and 
slack  is  comparatively  firm  at  $1.00  to  $1.10, 
though  several  sales  are  reported  at  a  lower 
figure.  Other  inferior  grades  of  nut  and  slack 
range  from  25  cents  to  75  cents  per  ton,  accord¬ 
ing  to  quality.  Mine  run  is  quoted  at  from 
$1.00  to  $1.10  per  ton,  but  is  hardly  marketable 
at  any  price. 


Personal  Mention. 

J.  H.  Keener,  of  the  Powers  Coal  Company, 
was  another  Louisville  visitor  during  the  past 
week.  The  Power  Coal  Company  is  under  the 
superintendency  of  Philip  Francis,  who  divides 
his  time  between  this  operation  and  the  Proctor 
Coal  Company’s  mines  at  Jellico,  Tenn. 

Judge  Finley,  of  Williamsburg,  president  of 
the  Procter  Coal  company,  of  Jellico,  Tenn.,  was 
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at  the  Seelbach  during  the  week.  Several  Louis¬ 
ville  capitalists  have  been  interested  in  the  Proc¬ 
tor  mines  during  recent  years  and  Mayor  James 

F.  Grinstead  is  among  the  number. 

Hywell  Davies,  the  well-known  operator  of  both 
the  Jellico  and  western  Kentucky  districts,  has 
been  in  the  city  during  the  past  few  days.  Mr. 
Davies  recently  returned  from  a  trip  through  the 
South.  With  his  large  interests  in  western  Ken¬ 
tucky  as  well  as  at  Jellico  and  with  his  con¬ 
tinued  activities  in  labor  matters,  marketing  his 
coal  and  experting  mining  properties,  Mr.  Davies 
is  in  great  demand. 

W.  D.  Reynolds,  of  the  Caney  Creek  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  one  of  the  new  operations  on  the 
Chenoa  Branch  in  Bell  county,  was  in  the  city 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Reynolds  and  his 
associates  in  the  Caney  Creek  Company  are 
former  Pennsylvanians.  The  mine  has  been  in 
operation  only  a  few  months,  but  has  developed 
a  capacity  of  five  to  six  cars  per  day.  D.  Rey¬ 
nolds  Morgan  is  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  E. 
T.  Griffith,  superintendent. 

It  is  understood  that  P.  L.  Colgan,  general 
manager  of  the  Manring  Coal  Exchange,  will 
shortly  sever  his  connection  with  that  company 
and  devote  all  his  time  to  his  operations  on  the 
newly  opened  Chenoa  branch,  where  he  is  largely 
interested  in  the  Clear  Creek  Coal  Company. 
Mr.  Colgan,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
Manring  Coal  Exchange  for  several  years  in 
responsible  capacities  and  has  established  a  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  coal  man  of  broad  knowledge  and 
sound  judgment. 

F.  D.  Wood,  formerly  general  manager  of  the 
Elk  Coal  Company,  and  now  president  of  the 
Trosper  Coal  Company,  is  in  Louisville  for  a  few 
days,  accompanied  by  J.  W.  Williams,  also  of 
the  Trosper  Coal  Company.  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr. 
Williams  have  just  bought  out  the  interest  of 
H.  E.  Bullock  in  the  Trosper  Coal  Company,  and 
are  now  joint  owners.  This  company  leased  the 
property  of  the  old  Bennett- Jellico  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  from  Dr.  Sam  Bennett,  of  Jellico,  Tenn. 
Mr.  Wood,  during  the  past  year,  has  come  to 
the  front  as  one  of  the  most  successful  young 
coal  men  in  the  eastern  Kentucky  field. 

Major  J.  H.  Davidson,  general  manager  of 
the  Nebo  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
reports  the  first  shipment  of  that  company’s  pro¬ 
duct  into  the  Louisville  market.  The  Louisville 
&  Nashville  railroad  recently  put  into  effect  a 
rate  of  $1.00  per  ton  from  this  company’s  mines, 
which  are  on  the  Owensboro  &  Nashville  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  seam  of  coal  now  being  operated 
by  this  company  is  neither  the  No.  9,  No.  11  nor 
yet  the  No.  6  seam,  which  are  the  most  com¬ 
monly  worked  measures  in  the  Kentucky  field. 
The  Nebo  company  claims  great  superiority  for 
the  stray  vein  it  mines — both  in  respect  to  qual¬ 
ity  and  hardness. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  January  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  a  rift  in  the  clouds  which 
have  hung  so  heavily  over  the  coal  business  in 
Toledo  for  several  weeks.  While  the  demand 
for  domestic  lump  is  not  heavy,  there  is  a  no¬ 
ticeable  improvement  of  conditions  generally. 
There  is  a  great  demand  for  fine  coal  and  it  is 
increasing  from  day  to  day.  The  factories  are 
gradually  increasing  their  consumption. 

The  present  spell  of  wintry  weather  is  showing 
some  effect  on  the  local  domestic  trade  and  most 
of  the  dealers  are  again  doing  some  business, 
Orders  are  being  placed,  but  few  of  them  are 
for  immediate  delivery,  the  bulk  being  for  ship¬ 
ment  about  the  last  of  January  and  some  as  far 
away  as  the  middle  of  February.  Inquiries  are 
becoming  more  numerous  and  there  is  every 
indication  that  if  the  present  weather  will  hold 
out  for  a  few  days  there  will  be  a  surprising 
increase  of  activity  in  all  lines  of  coal  business 
in  a  short  time. 

With  the  exception  of  the  decline  in  Hocking, 
which  was  announced  the  first  of  the  month, 
there  has  been  no  cutting  of  circular  quotations, 
dealers  and  operators  generally  holding  for  the 
price  level  established  earlier  in  the  season.  It 
is  asserted,  by  some  of  the  dealers,  that  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  Hocking  operators,  in  reducing  prices, 
has  acted  more  as  a  deadener  of  business  than 
as  a  stimulant,  retailers  and  consumers  holding 


off  in  the  hope  of  further  reductions. 

There  are  plenty  of  cars  to  handle  all  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  hundreds  to  spare.  Nearly  every  avail¬ 
able  siding,  of  the  twenty-six  railways  entering 
this  city,  is  blockaded  with  empty  freight  cars. 
This  peculiar  condition  is  brought  about  by  two 
causes.  The  new  per  diem  rules  adopted  by 
the  railway  companies  which  went  into  effect  on 
December  1  have  brought  about  a  general  rush 
of  empty  cars  hastening  to  the  home  lines  to 
escape  the  per  diem  penalty  prescribed  for  their 
retention.  Toledo  is  a  distributing  point  having 
direct  connection  with  nearly  every  railway  in 
the  country,  and  thousands  of  cars  are  now 
here  awaiting  orders  to  proceed  homeward.  The 
falling  off  in  freight  traffic  has  also  lent  an  in¬ 
fluence  to  the  present  congested  condition.  A 
noticeable  feature  is  that  nearly  every  car  is 
being  sent  home  empty,  scarcely  any  of  them 
containing  commodities  of  any  kind. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

T.  L.  Cole,  representing  the  H.  S.  Odbert  Coal 
Company,  of  Cleveland,  was  in  the  city  this  week 
calling  on  the  local  coal  dealers. 

R.  St.  John,  of  the  Salisbury  Coal  Company  of 
Toledo,  which  has  mines  in  the  Pomeroy  district, 
was  a  recent  visitor  at  Columbus. 

G.  S.  Tibbals,  a  coal  operator  of  River,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  was  in  the  city  this  week  in  the  interest 
of  the  Tibbals  Coal  Company,  with  which  he  is 
associated. 

C.  B.  Grandy  left  Monday  for  the  Jonathan’s 
Creek  mines,  in  the  Hocking  district  near  Zanes¬ 
ville.  He  will  visit  Cincinnati  on  business,  re¬ 
turning  to  Toledo  tomorrow. 

Deitzen  &  Johnson,  of  Hamler,  O.,  have  taken 
charge  of  the  coal  business  which  they  recently 
purchased  of  T.  J.  Ward  in  that  city.  They  are 
well  known  in  Toledo  coal  circles. 

H.  J.  Lawrence,  of  Cleveland,  the  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  coal  department  of  M.  A.  Hanna  & 
Company,  made  a  call  last  week,  on  Joseph  Mitch- 
eltree,  local  manager  of  the  concern. 

George  Davis,  a  coal  operator  of  Shawnee, 
Ohio,  made  a  business  trip  to  Toledo  yesterday 
in  an  effort  to  induce  local  coal  people  to  inter¬ 
est  themselves  in  the  output  of  his  mines. 

A.  J.  Johnson,  sales  agent  of  the  Johnson  Coal 
Company,  of  this  city,  is  in  Michigan  this  week. 
He  will  visit  Battle  Creek,  and  other  central 
Michigan  points  before  returning.  He  reports 
some  betterment  of  conditions,  and  a  gradual 
picking  up  of  trade. 


Output  Is  Increased. 


Pittsburgh,  January  16. — A  marked  revival  of 
work  has  started  in  the  Connellsville  district, 
and  the  outlook  is,  that  the  district  will  see  a 
slow  but  steady  increase  in  operations  following 
the  drastic  cutting  down  of  production  during 
the  last  half  of  the  old  year. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company,  of  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation,  has  placed  all  operating 
plants  on  five  days  a  week  and  is  preparing  to 
put  additional  batteries  of  ovens  in  blast,  but 
reports  that  it  will  increase  its  operations  by  10,- 
000  ovens  are  untrue.  The  company  really  would 
find  it  impossible  to  do  this  because  of  the  labor 
situation.  While  the  company  normally  employs 
20,000  men,  about  7,000  have  within  the  last  two 
months  left  the  region,  a  majority  going  across 
the  water,  an  unprecedented  exodus. 

Labor  cannot  be  obtained  and  additional  work¬ 
ers  will  have  to  be  drawn  to  the  district  gradu¬ 
ally.  Some  of  the  plants  now  placed  on  five  days 
were  operated  two  days  per  week,  and  this  to 
hold  the  workmen.  The  shipments  from  the  dis¬ 
trict  are  increasing.  This  represents  depleted 
stocks,  the  placing  of  some  half  yearly  contracts 
at  a  basis  of  $1.85  to  $2  per  ton  and  the  resump¬ 
tion  by  some  few  blast  furnaces. 

A  large  number  of  the  independents  are  put¬ 
ting  more  ovens  to  work  this  week.  The  Fayette 
Coal  Company  has  added  fifty  ovens,  the  Richard 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  will  resume  in  full,  and 
the  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  will  add 
fifty  ovens.  Several  hundred  additional  ovens  go 
on  in  scattering  places. 


Bo.  3] 
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Cleveland  Trade. 


Railroads  Cut  Down  Their  Orders  for 
Fuel,  Giving  the  Business  a 
Hard  Blow. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  January  16. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Improvement  in  the  steam  mar¬ 
ket  here  has  been  only  slight  since  a  week  ago. 
Factories  have  loosened  up  somewhat  with  orders, 
but  the  great  mass  of  manufacturing  concerns 
are  still  doing  with  as  little  fuel  buying  as  pos¬ 
sible.  The  concerns  that  are  equipped  to  use 
slack  exclusively  are  exceptions.  The  slack  is 
very  hard  to  get — so  much  so  that  some  grades 
are  expected  to  sell  here  by  next  week  at  $1 
or  even  more. 

The  hardest  blow  of  late,  and  no  improvement 
is  in  sight,  has  been  the  cutting  of  fuel  orders  by 
railroads.  This  has  been  felt  by  local  wholesale 
men  keenly.  But  the  railroaders  explain  they 
have  not  enough  business  to  haul  to  warrant 
stocking  up  with  coal.  The  supply  on  hand  on 
main  lines  and  branches,  at  this  time,  is  declared 
to  be  ample  for  some  time. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  prices,  other  than 
the  upward  tendency  of  slack.  The  figures  are 
about  the  same  as  a  week  ago.  Demand  for  an¬ 
thracite  keeps  well  up  in  this  territory.  The 
retailer  has  had  an  especially  good  week  here. 
Weather  has  brought  out  orders  from  smaller 
centers  all  about  Cleveland.  On  the  whole,  the 
domestic  trade  is  viewed  with  much  more  op¬ 
timism  than  the  steam  trade.  Some  of  the  big¬ 
gest  dealers  are  waiting  and  hoping,  they  say, 
for  the  revival  of  business  that  will  give  coal 
business  a  good  lift. 


Cleveland’s  Lake  Trade. 

Figures  compiled  by  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  show  that  during  the  1907  navigation  sea¬ 
son  the  total  tonnage  of  freight  handled  by  lake 
at  Cleveland  decreased  3,000,584  tons  from  the 
figure  of  1906.  The  most  noticeable  decrease 
was  shown  in  the  receipts  of  iron  ore,  which  for 
many  years  has  formed  the  chief  lake  traffic  of 
this  harbor.  Receipts  of  lumber  and  grain  were 
also  smaller.  The  total  tonnage  which  entered 
this  port  in  1906  was  7,347,785  tons. 

A  slight  increase  was  shown  in  the  shipments 
of  bituminous  coal  from  this  port.  In  1906  the 
total  tonnage  shipped  was  6,957,628  tons.  Of 
this  amount  2,926,279  tons  of  coal  was  forwarded 
from  the  docks  here,  or  nearly  forty-three  per 
cent  of  the  total  season’s  shipments.  Last  sea¬ 
son  the  total  shipments  fell  off  to  5,926,653  tons, 
while  the  shipments  of  coal  increased  to  3,264,- 
875  tons.  This  brought  the  fifty-five  per  cent 
of  the  season’s  total  shipments  by  lake.  This 
was  the  only  noticeable  gain  shown  in  the  sea¬ 
son’s  business. 


To  Prevent  Smoke. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  here  has  started 
out  on  a  campaign  of  education  to  abate  the 
smoke  nuisance.  Prof.  D.  T.  Randall,  of  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey,  delivered  the 
first  lecture  this  week  and  members  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  brought  with  them  their  engineers  and  fire¬ 
men. 

At  this  meeting  Smoke  Inspector  Krause,  of 
this  city,  declared  that  in  seven  years  the  num¬ 
ber  of  boilers  equipped  with  stokers  has  in¬ 
creased  here  from  400  to  2,000  and  that  Cleve¬ 
land  burns  10,000  tons  of  soft  coal  daily. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Among  visitors  in  the  city  this  week  were 
Thomas  K.  Maher,  of  Pittsburgh,  president  of 
the  Belmont  Coal  Mining  Company,  and  Conrad 
Troll,  of  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio,  president  of  the 
C.  L.  Ayers  Coal  Company. 

W.  J.  Mullins,  treasurer  of  the  James  Mullins 
Coal  Company  and  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Cleveland  Coal  Club,  is  at  Lakeside  hospital 
here  preparing  to  undergo  an  operation  for  a 
malady  known  as  Hodgkins’  disease.  The  lym¬ 
phatic  glands  of  his  body  have  hardened  until 
skilled  Chicago  specialists  decided  that  nothing 
but  the  knife  could  save  his  life.  A  special  train 


rushed  Mr.  Mullins  to  Cleveland  today  for  the 
operation.  Relatives  will  give  of  their  own  blood 
in  the  effort  to  save  Mr.  Mullins  by  transfusion. 

A  meeting  of  eastern  Ohio  operators  was  held 
here  this  week.  Plans  were  discussed  prepara¬ 
tory  to  the  general  meeting  to  be  held  in  Indian- 
,  apolis  January  30.  It  is  thought  now  that  no 
trouble  will  arise  over  the  wage  agreement 
reached  two  years  ago,  which  expires  March  31, 
notwithstanding  that  the  miners  want  an  increase 
and  the  operators  want  a  reduction.  No  action 
was  taken. 

The  improvement  of  the  industrial  situation 
here  is  gradual  but  certain.  Thirty-five  big  con¬ 
cerns  reported  today  to  the  National  Metal 
Trades  Association  that  older  employes  were 
taken  back  in  numbers  beginning  this  week.  The 
American  Steel  &  Wire  is  running  about  the 
normal  and  is  again  buying  coal  on  its  big  con¬ 
tracts.  Cleveland  banks  are  gradually  getting 
back  to  a  cash  basis.  Twenty-five  per  cent  of  the 
clearing  house  certificates  have  been  called  in. 

Harrv  G.  Miller,  Albert  F.  Peters  and  T.  B. 
Bolton,  of  this  city,  are  backing  a  patent  fuel 
company,  capitalized  as  a  $1,000,000  Delaware 
corporation.  It  is  called  the  Delaware  Gas  & 
Fuel  Company  and  will  have  offices  in  this  city. 
Officers  will  not  talk  at  this  time  regarding  the 
concern,  but  it  is  understood  that  patents  for 
a  new  fuel  said  to  be  coal  briquettes  have  been 
secured  and  that  the  company  will  manufacture 
the  machinery  necessary  to  produce  that  material. 
The  charter  provides  that  the  corporation  can 
make  engines,  dynamos,  and  so  forth,  for  the 
production  of  fuel,  heat  and  power. 


Minneapolis  Market. 


Some  Winter  Weather  Arrives,  but  the 
Coal  Supply  Is  so  Large  That  the 
Benefit  Is  Small. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  January  16 .—  (Special 
Correspondence.) — On  Wednesday  of  this  week 
there  was  the  first  indication  of  winter  that  the 
northwest  has  experienced.  With  a  stiff  breeze 
from  the  northwest  the  temperature  was  rapidly 
lowered  until  Thursday  morning  it  reached  about 
zero.  Of  course  the  first  appearance  of  real 
winter  did  not  have  much  influence  on  the  coal 
business.  It  probably  will  require  at  least  a 
week  of  normal  seasonable  weather  to  bring  in 
any  orders,  and  there  is  not  much  expectation  that 
prices  will  get  back  to  the  November  basis  the 
present  season.  Dealers  will  unquestionably  order 
coal  very  sparingly,  a  car  at  a  time,  to  piece  out 
their  requirements — that  is,  if  the  cold  weather 
continues.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  it 
will  last  for  any  great  length  of  time  in  view 
of  the  experiences  of  the  last  two  months. 

The  Twin  Cities  are  still  badly  oversupplied 
with  eastern  coal  brought  in  by  car  ferry.  Sales 
agents  for  eastern  mining  companies  and  west¬ 
ern  representatives  are  working  in  every  possible 
way  to  dispose  of  this  coal  and  clean  it  up,  even 
offering  it  at  very  low  prices,  representing  actual 
loss  to  the  railroads,  but  the  latter  have  con¬ 
tracts  and  have  not  been  eager  to  make  purchases. 
In  fact,  when  they  have  offered  anything  for 
the  coal  the  price  has  been  so  low  that  mining 
companies  have  returned  to  regular  channels 
and  attempted  to  dispose  of  their  product  in 
that  direction.  The  surplus  coal  consists  of  Hock¬ 
ing,  Pittsburg  No.  8,  splint,  Elkhorn  and  smoke¬ 
less,  although  the  amount  of  genuine  New  River 
and  Pocahontas  is  comparatively  small  alongside 
of  the  other  descriptions. 

To  quote  prices  on  this  demurrage  coal  would 
be  to  give  a  wrong  impression,  as  it  is  all  under 
demurrage,  and  it  is  being  sold  for  what  it  will 
bring  plus  the  freight  rate.  It  is  true  some  prog¬ 
ress  has  been  made  in  cleaning  it  up,  but  the 
amount  of  coal  still  on  hand  is  more  than  suffi¬ 
cient  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  ordinary 
demands  for  the  next  two  or  three  weeks. 


The  Illinois  Coals. 

Illinois  shippers  continue  to  take  note  of  pre¬ 
vailing  conditions  and  are  keeping  their  ship¬ 
ments  down  to  regular  limits,  the  result  being 
that  they  are  not  as  much  sufferers  by  prevailing 


market  conditions  as  they  are  ordinarily  when 
the  northwest  demand  goes  to  pieces.  A  few 
scattering  cars  of  Illinois  coal  represent  about 
all  that  is  on  track  at  present.  Conditions  are 
not  yet  ripe  for  heavy  shipments  and  will  not  be 
for  some  time  to  come,  unless  the  weather  is 
severe.  One  hundred  cars  of  Illinois  or  Indiana 
coal  offered  in  the  Twin  City  market  would  de¬ 
moralize  prices  to  such  an  extent  they  probably 
never  would  recover,  until  next  fall.  Dealers 
have  an  abundance  of  coal  in  stock  at  present, 
and  in  some  instances  claim  they  will  not  be 
obliged  to  make  further  purchases  until  spring. 
Of  course  winter  weather  might  cause  them  to 
revise  their  present  estimates  of  the  future. 

In  the  anthracite  trade,  some  conservative  dock 
companies  are  of  the  opinion  that  practically  the 
bulk  of  the  tonnage  now  on  hand  will  have  been 
disposed  of  before  the  middle  of  next  April. 
Nut  continues  scarce  and  by  the  middle  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  may  be  in  very  short  supply. 

In  the  dock  soft  coal  trade,  the  situation  is 
unchanged.  There  has  been  no  revival  of  busi¬ 
ness  of  any  consequence,  and  dock  companies 
do  not  have  ,a  sufficient  number  of  orders  in 
hand  to  keep  their  men  busy.  It  is  generally 
conceded  that  they  will  carry  over  into  the 
spring  a  very  large  tonnage,  and  that,  if  there 
is  no  strike  next  April,  they  will  not  require  as 
much  tonnage  as  they  did  last  summer.  The 
reduction  of  dock  prices,  it  is  said,  will  have 
an  influence  on  summer  business,  inasmuch  as 
dealers  who  stored  coal  at  December  and  No¬ 
vember  figures,  and  now  find  they  can  buy  it 
cheaper,  will  not  take  any  coal  into  storage  if 
they  can  avoid  it. 

The  local  screening  market  is  weak  yet.  Illi¬ 
nois  coal  will  not  command  much  more  than 
the  freight,  while  very  little  pretense  is  made  of 
maintaining  circular  prices  on  dock  screenings, 
especially  in  the  Twin  Cities.  The  bunch  of 
Illinois  screenings  referred  to  last  week  in  this 
correspondence  has  finally  been  cleaned  up  by  the 
railroad  on  whose  rails  the  coal  was  held.  The 
freight  was  obtained  for  it,  but  a  whole  bunch 
of  demurrage  will  be  assessed  against  the  ship¬ 
ping  company. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

W.  P.  McMillan  of  the  Zeigler  District  Col¬ 
liery  Company,  Roanoke  Building,  Chicago,  was 
recently  in  the  Twin  Cities  on  business. 

Some  of  the  Duluth  and  Superior  docks  are 
already  reported  to  be  bare  of  anthracite  coal, 
although  the  same  companies  have  supplies  on 
other  docks. 

The  report  was  prevalent  in  the  Twin  Cities 
this  week  that  Illinois  railroads  had  begun 
stocking  coal  in  anticipation  of  a  strike  next 
spring  and  to  take  advantage  of  present  low 
prices  while  they  lasted. 

Col.  W.  P.  Rend,  of  Chicago,  was  a  visitor  to 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  last  week,  and  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  invade  the  northwest  with  his  Franklin 
county  product  if  suitable  arrangements  can  be 
made.  One  of  his  tentative  plans  is  to  install 
a  retail  yard  in  each  city  and  push  his  product 
for  steam  purposes. 

Many  Chicago  coal  men  were  in  the  Twin  Cities 
this  week  in  attendance  at  the  Northwestern 
Lumbermen’s  convention.  Included  among  the 
number  were  C.  E.  Hostler  of  the  Eureka  Coal 
&  Dock  Company,  H.  H.  Rhodes  of  the  Dering 
Coal  Company,  C.  C.  Smith  of  S.  C.  Schenck, 
and  others. 


To  Dissolve  Union. 

Lynchburg,  Va.,  January  16. — Suit  was  begun 
by  Philadelphia  stockholders  today  to  dissolve 
the  union  of  the  Pocahontas  Collieries  Company 
and  the  Pocahontas  Consolidated  Collieries  Com¬ 
pany  of  Tazewell  county,  Virginia.  A  receiver 
is  asked,  and  also  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
further  expenditure  of  money  or  the  negotiation 
of  a  $20,000,000  bond  issue  to  be  taken  by  a  New 
York  trust  company. 


A  three-foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered 
near  Lake  City,  Iowa,  at  a  depth  of  186  feet. 
A  small  company  will  undoubtedly  be  formed 
among  residents  of  this  district  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  developing  this  find. 
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St.  Louis  Market. 


An  Improved  Demand  From  Dealers  Is 
Peculiar  in  That  It  Calls  for 
Low  Grade  Coal. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  market  has  been  the 
slightest  shade  better  this  week  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  weather  has  been  brisk  since  Sun¬ 
day.  On  Sunday  about  five  inches  of  snow  fell, 
which  is  the  first  snow  of  the  season  that 
amounted  to  anything.  The  weather  bureau  re¬ 
ports  today  that  a  cold  wave  is  due  here  to¬ 
night  which  will  bring  the  temperature  down 
fifteen  to  twenty  more  degrees.  This  ought  to 
make  a  very  fair  demand  for  lump  for  a  few 
days  at  least. 

Though  the  demand  has  been  slightly  better, 
it  has  not  been  nearly  enough  to  affect  the  price 
of  coal  any  and  it  would  have  to  improve  very 
materially  to  raise  the  price,  as  a  number  of 
mines  are  entirely  shut  down  still.  Screenings 
are  still  bringing  very  good  prices,  i.  e.  30  to 
45  cents  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  mines,  according  to  the 
size.  Nut  and  pea  coal  is  also  in  very  good 
demand. 

A  strange  fact  is  noticed  this  week,  the  cold 
spell  has  improved  the  demand  from  dealers  and 
domestic  trade  only,  yet  all  the  demand  is  for  low 
grade  coal.  In  fact,  the  very  cheapest  brands 
are  the  only  ones  for  which  there  seems  to  be 
any  demand  for,  from  dealers  and  steam  plants 
alike.  The  firms  selling  high-grade  and  Carter- 
ville  coal  claim  that  they  cannot  sell  a  thing 
lately. 

Things  on  the  whole  are  beginning  to  look 
brighter,  as  a  number  of  plants  have  announced 
their  intention  to  resume  work  by  the  first  of 
February.  Current  prices  are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b. 
St.  Louis : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67 ;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52;  mine-run,  $1.37;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.27;  nut  and  pea,  $1.02;  2-inch  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.02 ;  J^-inch  slack,  77  cents 

Staunton  or  Mt.  Olive — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87 ; 
mine-run,  $1.52 ;  3-inch  nut,  $1.27. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  county — Six-inch  lump, 
$2.32 ;  2-inch  lump,  $2.17 ;  2-inch  nut,  $2.02 ;  mine- 
run,  $1.62 ;  screenings,  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Commonwealth  Steel  Company  at  Granite 
City,  Ill.,  has  announced  that  it  will  start  up  its 
works  next  week. 

The  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Company  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  strike  at  its  Brush  mine  on  the  St.  Louis 
Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  railway. 

Geo.  T.  Cutts,  formerly  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  here,  was  seen  in  town  this  week. 

Another  death  has  been  reported  in  the  coal 
trade  from  DeQuoin,  Ill.,  that  of  Mr.  Ward,  who 
has  long  been  identified  with  the  development  of 
coal  properties  in  that  section  of  the  state. 

A  meeting  of  the  operators  of  the  Fifth  and 
Ninth  districts  is  called  for  the  18th  of  the  month 
at  Bellville,  Ill.  The  purpose  is  to  further  the 
organization  that  was  started  at  the  meeting  held 
in  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Club  on  January  4. 

A  bowling  team  organized  by  the  coal  men  is 
competing  for  honors  in  the  city  tournament. 
When  the  last  returns  were  heard  from  they  were 
still  “in  the  money.”  The  team  consists  of 
W.  A.  Brownlee  of  the  Bessemer  Washed  Coal 
Company,  W.  F.  Heinecke  of  the  International 
Coal  &  Mining  Company,  and  Tip  Stillwell,  F. 
Tilden,  Fred  Pavey,  all  of  the  Pavey  Coal  Com¬ 
pany. 

There  is  going  to  be  a  koruskation  of  the 
Kokoals  held  here  tonight  and  a  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  are  to  be  initiated.  The  order  has  grown 
so  rapidly  and  they  have  so  many  condidates 
that  they  are  only  going  to  take  in  a  part  of  them 
tonight  as  they  have  enough  more  that  came  in 


a  little  late  to  make  another  big  koruskation. 
The  intentions  are  to  have  another  one  about 
February  1,  to  take  in  those  who  are  not  going 
to  be  taken  in  tonight.  The  Kokoals  say  that 
they  are  going  to  wake  things  up  in  the  coal 
trade,  and  judging  from  the  amount  of  boosting 
they  are  doing  they  look  like  they  were  going 
to  do  it. 

The  coal  trade  was  greatly  shocked  by  the 
death  of  Ed.  F.  Wickham  of  E.  F.  Wickham 
&  Company.  Mr.  Wickham  died  at  his  home 
on  Sunday  of  pneumonia  and  was  buried  on 
Tuesday  morning.  Lie  was  sick  only  for  a  short 
time  and  was  reported  very  much  better,  so  the 
news  of  his  death  was  a  great  surprise  and  shock 
to  his  many  warm  friends.  Mr.  Wickham  was 
one  of  St.  Louis’  most  popular  coal  men  and 
has  been  in  the  business  for  a  good  many  years. 
He  was  formally  in  partnership  with  John  T. 
Hesser  and  the  firm  was  then  known  as  Hesser 
&  Wickham,  but  of  late  years  he  has  been  in 
business  for  himself  and  has  made  a  marked 
success.  He  was  also  one  of  the  largest  stock¬ 
holders  in  the  Pavey  Coal  Company.  The  firm 
of  E.  F.  Wickham  &  Company  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  handling  of  Southern  Illinois 
coal  and  are  selling  agents  for  the  Zeigler 
Coal  Company  for  Missouri  and  Kansas. 


Memphis  Situation. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  wholesale  trade  here,  for  ten 
days  back,  has  been  rather  poor  and  the  retail 
coal  yards  had  begun  to  make  complaints  that 
business  was  falling  off.  This  week  opened, 
though,  with  some  vim.  The  mercury  taking  a 
drop  made  the  retail  branch  of  the  trade  more 
brisk,  and  the  wholesale  trade  took  on  life.  The 
prices  at  various  Tennessee  centers  had  been 
reported  weak,  but  no  special  changes  have  been 
made  here.  If  two  weeks  of  cold  weather  came 
along  now  the  coal  market  would  get  firm. 

A  good  deal  of  coal  is  reputed  to  be  in  transit. 
All  the  chances  are  that  February  will  be  the 
typical  for  cold  and  disagreeable  weather.  The 
financial  situation,  that  has  never  been  bad  with 
the  Memphis  coal  interests,  is  improving  here 
with  all  classes  of  trade,  and  this  is  very  pleas¬ 
ing  to  the  retailers  who  did  not  know  when 
credits  would  become  troublesome.  Clearing 
houses  certificates  and  cashiers’  checks  are  being 
replaced  with  the  actual  money  and  no  more 
are  being  issued. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Brown  Coal  Company  of  Memphis  sees 
an  improvement  in  the  wholesale  trade.  Many 
large  concerns  in  the  Mississippi  valley  that  sus¬ 
pended  temporarily  because  of  the  recent  finan¬ 
cial  excitement  they  find  to  be  reopening.  The 
local  retail  business,  they  observe,  is  quiet. 

The  matter  of  car  shortage  is  less  serious  now 
than  usual  at  this  season.  A  few  weeks  ago  many 
towns  in  Arkansas  and  Texas  were  threatened 
with  a  coal  famine.  But  reports  now  are  to  the 
effect  that  shipments  are  being  handled  with  rea¬ 
sonable  promptness. 

The  Eagle  Coal  Company  has  been  opened  at 
Chattanooga.  It  is  managed  by  Miss  Louise 
Whitehead.  The  company  will  deal  in  several 
grades  of  steam  and  domestic  coal.  Miss  White- 
head  was  for  several  years  identified  with  the 
Independent  Ice  Company  at  Chattanooga. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Company  of  this  city 
has  established  general  offices  in  the  Fraternity 
building  at  Paducah,  Ky.  C.  M.  Riker  is  man¬ 
ager.  The  firm  has  disposed  of  its  retail  busi¬ 
ness  at  Paducah,  selling  to  Noble  &  Yeiser.  The 
company  will  also  go  out  of  the  retail  business 
at  Memphis  and  New  Orleans.  This  is  done  so 
that  its  entire  attention  may  be  devoted  to  the 
wholesale  and  river  business.  It  is  preparing  to 
go  into  the  river  business  on  a  large  scale  and 
tliis  year  will  see  it  a  big  rival  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company.  A  large  tipple  is  being  built  at 
Caseyville,  Ky.,  which  will  cost  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  and  when  completed  it  will  load 
two  barges  at  a  time. 


Kansas  City  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  January  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Indications  of  cold  weather  is  caus¬ 
ing  encouragement  among  coal  dealers  this  week. 
The  weather  report  indicates  that  a  cold  wave  is 
on  the  way — the  first  of  the  season.  Business  in 
the  last  week  has  been  good,  but  not  record- 
breaking. 

The  attempt  of  the  representatives  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Mine  Workers  of  the  three  Southwestern  dis¬ 
tricts  and  the  Coal  Operators’  Association  to  get 
together  and  reach  an  understanding  regarding 
certain  disputed  points,  at  the  conference  held 
here,  ended  in  a  failure  and  the  miners’  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  this  district,  President  Alex 
Howatt,  Secretary  Robert  Gilmore  and  National 
Board  Member  Harry  Bousfield,  returned  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh  yesterday. 

“Negotiations  are  at  an  end  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,”  stated  one  of  the  miners’  officials.  “Nego¬ 
tiations  have  been  broken  off  and  we  do  not 
know  what  the  next  move  will  be.  It  looks  now 
as  if  the  interstate  joint  movement  is  at  an  end. 

“The  operators  of  the  Southwest  seem  to  be  de¬ 
termined  to  force  a  crisis.  The  trouble  between 
District  President  Howatt  and  Commissioner  Ben¬ 
nett  Brown  remains  as  before,  no  agreement  be¬ 
ing  reached  at  the  general  conference.” 

As  a  result  of  this  failure  to  get  together  the 
strike  which  has  been  called  for  the  Gross  mine 
near  Mulberry,  and  which  was  one  of  the  dis¬ 
puted  points  to  be  adjusted,  will  go  into  effect  as 
per  the  strike  order  of  the  district  board. 


Coal  Land  Is  Sold. 

Deeds  here  have  been  filed  with  the  register  of 
deeds  by  which  the  Cherokee  Coal  &  Mining 
Company  has  obtained  the  coal  under  160-  acres 
of  land,  the  old  D.  J.  Acklin  farm,  one  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  Frontenac,  Kas. 

The  Santa  Fe  railroad  crosses  the  land.  Sen¬ 
ator  E.  F.  Porter  owns  the  surface,  and  recently 
sold  the  coal  under  the  land  to  John  C.  Sher¬ 
wood,  of  Topeka,  for  $15,964.  Sherwood  has  now 
sold  it  to  the  Santa  Fe  coal  interests. 

The  Santa  Fe  may  also,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  deed,  buy  twenty  acres  of  the  surface  for 
miners’  houses,  tracks,  top  houses,  etc.,  which 
means  that  a  large  mining  plant  will  before  long 
be  opened  up  on  that  tract. 


Markham  Buys  Tract. 

C.  H.  Markham  and  W.  J.  Lavery  have  secured 
an  option  on  5,000  acres  of  coal  land  lying  south 
and  east  of  Minden,  Kas.,  and  have  started  pros¬ 
pecting  the  same. 

It  is  their  intention  to  thoroughly  prospect  this 
land  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  coal  and 
mineral  deposits  on  the  same. 

C.  P.  Griffin,  one  of  the  traveling  salesmen  of 
the  Columbus  Coal  Company,  has  just  completed 
an  inspection  of  the  mines  of  this  company  at 
Mulberry  and  north  of  Columbus. 

Mr.  Griffin  says  the  properties  were ‘certainly 
in  fine  condition  and  as  fine  as  there  is  in  the 
district.  Mr.  Griffin  was  formerly  traveling 
freight  agent  for  the  Santa  Fe,  which  position  he 
resigned  to  travel  for  the  Columbus  Coal  Com¬ 
pany. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  Crowe  Coal  Company  is  also  getting  op¬ 
tions  on  a  lot  of  land  in  that  section  and  is  pros¬ 
pecting. 

It  is  announced  that  work  will  start  full  blast 
at  all  mines  having  railroad  contracts  to  get  stor¬ 
age  coal  out. 

The  railroad  companies  are  getting  ready  for  a 
threatened  suspension  of  work  in  the  coal  district 
after  the  contract  expires  April  first.  The  Frisco 
will  put  on  two  new  chain  gang  crews  to  handle 
coal  trains  for  storage  of  company  coal. 

The  options  which  the  Mayer  Coal  Company 
had  secured  on  several  hundred  acres  of  coal 
land  around  Monmouth,  Kas.,  have  expired,  but 
it  is  stated  that  the  company  is  renewing  them. 
Prospecting  work  has  been  going  on,  and  reports 
are  that  good  coal  has  been  found. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


O.  M.  Botsford,  of  the  Laird-Norton  yards 
of  Winona,  was  a  visitor  in  ■  Chicago  this 
week. 

Hon.  W.  G.  Haskell,  a  coal  dealer  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  was  a  visitor  to  the  Chicago 
trade  this  week. 

Among  the  visitors  to  the  Chicago  coal  trade 
this  week  was  Horace  Clark  of  the  Clark  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  Peoria. 

The  Chicago  &  Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  has  brought  suit  against  the  Phocenix  Coal 
Mining  Company,  Fisher  building. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  representing  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  Coal  Company  in  Chicago,  made 
a  flying  trip  to  Cincinnati  early  this  week. 

W.  H.  Friedly  is  suing  C.  C.  Harder  for  $2,500. 
He  has  also  started  suit  against  R.  B.  Harder 
for  the  same  amount.  Mr.  Friedly  is  a  brother- 
in-law  of  R.  B.  Harder. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler  will  leave  Chicago  next 
Tuesday  for  a  month’s  trip  through  Old  Mexico. 
Reciprocal  demurrage  will  get  a  boost  in  the 
land  of  Diaz  before  this  devout  apostle  returns. 

The  many  Chicago  friends  of  Fred  Dunker 
will  be  glad  to  know  he  has  recently  been  ap¬ 
pointed  sales  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office  of 
the  John  T.  Hesser  Coal  Company. 

A  number  of  representatives  of  selling  forces 
of  the  Chicago  coal  companies  made  a  descent 
upon  Minneapolis,  this  week,  where  the  lum¬ 
bermen  were  in  convention.  The  Chicago 
delegation  was  headed  by  H.  H.  Rhodes,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  sales  of  the  Dering  Coal 
Company.  He  was  accompanied,  among 
others,  by  a  number  of  salesmen  of  the  Dering 
Coal  Company. 

Charles  W.  Jackson,  formerly  of  Chicago,  but 
now  located  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  speaking  of  the 
southern  coal  situation,  says :  “The  suspension 
of  many  manufacturing  plants,  an  abundance  of 
cars  at  the  mines  and  the  continued  warm 
weather  have  lowered  prices  considerably.  While 
good  cold  weather  would  stimulate  the  trade 
materially,  I  doubt  whether  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  offset  the  large  tonnage  to  be  had  at  this 
time.” 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  which  was  held  on  Tues¬ 
day  afternoon,  a  change  was  made  in  the  by¬ 
laws  of  that  organization  which  permits  the  . 
officers  to  post  the  names  of  any  members  who 
are  in  arrears  as  far  as  dues  are  concerned, 
and  to  suspend  these  members  from  the  or¬ 
ganization  in  case  the  dues  were  not  paid 
within  a  given  time.  Some  members  of  the 
association,  while  admitting  the  value  of  the 
membership,  have  permitted  their  dues  to  fall 
behind  and,  in  consequence,  have  embarrassed 
the  association  somewhat  since  it  has  had  no 
more  money  than  it  has  need  to  carry  on  the 
rather  extensive  work  in  which  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  engaging  now. 

Some  of  the  western  sales  agents  are  now 
very  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  eastern 
managers  of  coal  properties  made  a  bad  mis¬ 
take  when  they  reduced  the  circular  price  of 
some  of  the  high  grade  domestic  coals  in 
stead  of  leaving  the  circular  undisturbed  and 
making  such  prices,  temporarily,  as  the  market 
might  demand.  They  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  all  last  summer  the  eastern  managers 
were  urging  the  western  sales  agents  to  plead 
with  the  consumers  that  they  should  lay  in  a 
supply  of  coal  early  in  the  year.  These  west¬ 
ern  sales  agents  did  so  and  the  consumers,  by 
having  it  constantly  represented  to  them  that 
there  was  going  to  be  a  shortage  of  coal,  com¬ 
plied  with  the  request  and  bought  more  than 
they  had  ever  done  in  the  history  of  the  coal 
trade.  It  was  an  experiment  on  the  part  of 
the  consignee  who  thus  found  himself,  at  the 
outset  of  winter,  with  his  yard  unusually  well, 
stocked  with  coal  and  with  conditions  very 
much  in  his  favor  in  case  there  was  going  to 
be  a  severe  spell  of  weather.  The  reaction  in 


business  and  consequently  the  rescinding  of 
circular  prices  left  these  dealers  with  high 
priced  coal  on  their  hands,  which  they  would 
not  have  purchased  but  for  the  representation 
of  the  sales  agents.  Unless  the  operating 
companies  consent  to  ship  coal  on  contract  at 
the  price  now  obtaining,  thus  guaranteeing 
the  market  against  decline,  the  sales  agents 
say  it  will  be  practically  impossible,  in  future, 
to  get  these  same  buyers  to  duplicate  their 
heavy  purchases  during  the  summer  and  con 
sequently  the  shipping  companies  will  be  in  a 
worse  position  next  year  than  they  have  ever 
been  before. 

C.  A.  Bickett,  of  the  Bickett  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  was  selected  this  week  as  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Fort  Dearborn  National  Bank. 
This,  of  course,  is  one  of  the  strongest  finan¬ 
cial  institutions  in  Chicago  and  the  selection 
of  Mr.  Bickett  as  one  of  the  directors  was  a 
strong  commentary  on  his  business  ability. 
The  election  was  important  to  the  coal  trade 
because  Mr.  Bickett  is  one  of  two  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  industry  on  any  one  of  the  boards 
of  directors  of  the  down  town  banks.  The 
other  one  is  Walter  F.  Bogle  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Company.  This  selection  of 
Mr.  Bickett  as  a  director  of  this  strong  na 
tional  bank  is  a  confirmation  of  the  coal  men’s 
judgment  that  the  new  bank  director  is  one 
of  the  most  conservative  men  in  the  coal  trade 
in  Chicago,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  informed. 
His  ability,  which  has  heretofore  found  ex¬ 
pression  in  the  selection  of  a  splendid  organi¬ 
zation  for  his  coal  trade,  will  now  have  a  little 
bit  wider  scope.  The  trade  in  general  is  in¬ 
clined  to  congratulate  both  Mr.  Bickett  and 
itself  upon  this  election. 

The  car  service  committee  of  the  American 
Railway  Association  has  just  made  a  report 
showing  that  there  are  today  206,800  freight 
cars  in  excess  of  business  demands.  Car 
shortages  exist  on  only  a  few  roads  and  the 
total  number  of  additional  cars  that  could^  be 
used,  on  these  lines,  amount  to  but  774.  This 
report  is  compiled  from  statements  of  158 
railroads.  It  is  urged  that,  assuming  the  aver¬ 
age  value  of  a  car  to  be  $600,  this  idle  equip¬ 
ment  represents  a  valuation  of  $124,080,000, 
which  is  lying  idle  and  earning  absolutely 
nothing.  The  surplus  cars  aggregate  nearly 
ten  per  cent  of  all  the  cars  owned  by  the  rail¬ 
roads  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  This 
car  surplus  has  developed  since  October  30, 
and  is  a  complete  reversal  of  conditions  in 
that  it  was  expected  that  the  shortage  of  cars 
would  be  quite  as  acute  as  the  overplus  now. 
On  October  30  the  surplus  of  cars,  in  all  of 
these  territories,  amounted  to  but  3,946,  while 
the  car  shortages  amounted  to  90,757.  The 
surplus  amount  of  equipment  has  grown  very 
steadily  and  on  November  13  it  was  shown 
that  it  amounted  to  12,201,  while  the  shortage 
was  reduced  to  57,028.  Two  weeks  later,  on 
November  27,  the  surplus  had  grown  to  40,448, 
while  the  shortage  had  been  reduced  to  17,964. 
On  December  11  the  surplus  had  grown  to 
119,339  and  the  shortage  decreased  to  4,520 
The  statement  which  has  just  been  issued, 
shows  the  condition  obtaining  on  December 
24.  The  report  has  not  been  issued  show¬ 
ing  the  condition  since  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  surplus  of  cars  today  is  even  greater 
than  it  was  on  December  24  when  this  state¬ 
ment  was  compiled.  These  are  rather  striking 
conditions  and  show  the  extent  to  which  the 
business  reaction  has  been  reflected  in  the 
condition  of  the  car  supply  of  the  country. 

Recently  Paul  Alwart  of  the  Alwart  Coal 
Company  has  been  making  an  investigation 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  shortage  of  coal  in 
cars  delivered  by  the  railroads.  He  sent  an 
expert  engineer  to  some  of  the  mines,  from 
which  his  company  receives  coal,  to  study  the 
conditions  and  also  to  follow  the  coal  from 
the  mines  to  the  yards.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  go  much  farther  away  from  the  mines  than 
the  tipple  to  find  the  cause  for  a  great  many 
of  the  shortages.  The  railroads  have  all  of 
their  cars  marked  as  to  capacity,  and  these 


cars  have  a  minimum  car  load  rating.  For  in¬ 
stance,  if  a  car  has  a  capacity  of  100,000  pounds 
it  must  either  contain  100,000  pounds  or  the 
shipper  must  pay  for  the  movement  of  100,000 
pounds,  that  being  the  minimum  carload  rating 
for  that  particular  car.  If  this  100,000-pound 
car  is  delivered  to  a  coal  mine  and  it  is  found 
that  it  will  not  hold  over  65,000  or  70,000 
pounds,  the  railroads  endeavor  to  heap  up  coal 
on  the  top  of  the  car  to  get  in  the  100,000 
pounds.  Often  the  coal  is  piled  so  high  on 
the  top  of  the  car  that  it  forms  a  natural  in¬ 
cline,  causing  the  coal  to  slide  off  onto  the 
ground.  As  soon  as  the  car  is  loaded  it  is 
weighed,  and  if  it  contains  100,000  pounds  in 
that  condition  a  bill  of  lading  is  delivered  to 
the  shipping  company  and  the  car  is  started 
toward  the  destination.  As  soon  as  the  switch 
engine  comes  to  hitch  onto  this  car  the  first 
bump  will  probably  take  off  anywhere  from 
four  to  six  or  seven  tons.  Other  couplings 
of  this  same  car  will  bump  off  more  coal  and 
consequently  when  the  car  arrives  at  the  des¬ 
tination  it  has  lost  a  good  many  thousand 
pounds  through  bump  offs.  At  the  last  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
Mr.  Alwart  brought  this  matter  before  that 
body,  which  immediately  decided  to  take  ac¬ 
tion  and  appointed  a  committee  to  look  into 
the  subject  and  make  a  report  at  a  subsequent 
meeting.  This  week  a  report  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  in  Chicago  of  the  decision  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  court  of  the  United  States  which  de¬ 
clares  that  the  railroad  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  being  the  agent  of  a  shipper,  is  not 
able  to  absolve  itself  from  responsibility  for 
this  loss  in  transit  and  consequently  the  con¬ 
signee  has  a  right  to  recover  from  the  trans¬ 
portation  company. 

On  Friday  of  last  week  the  Railway  and 
Warehouse  Commission  of  Illinois  completed 
its  hearing  in  Chicago  of  the  north  side 
switching  matter,  having  finished,  at  that  time, 
the  taking  of  testimony  from  the  shippers.  It 
now  announces  that  it  will  hear  the  pleas  of 
the  attorneys,  for  both  sides,  on  January  28. 
This  matter  has  been  dragging  before  the 
commission  for  the  last  two  months.  The 
railroads  first  presented  their  side  of  the 
question  and  then  there  was  an  intermission, 
after  which  the  shippers  presented  their  side 
of  the  case.  Now  the  testimony  is  all  in  and 
the  commission  announces  that  it  will  render 
its  decision  almost  immediately  after  the  pleas 
of  the  attorneys  have  been  delivered.  The 
railroads  on  the  north  side  have  been  using  a 
great  many  irregular  switching  regulations, 
granting  lower  '  rates  to  some  shippers  and 
some  classes  of  shipments  than  to  other  ship¬ 
pers  and  classes  of  shipments.  The  conse¬ 
quence  has  been  that  the  consignees,  on  some 
lines,  have  been  able  to  do  business  at  a  profit, 
while  others,  in  order  to  meet  the  competition, 
have  been  compelled  to  forego  profit  almost 
altogether  and  have  been  conducting  their 
business  practically  at  a  loss.  In  this  particu¬ 
lar  instance  the  shippers  and  consignees  are 
not  complaining  of  any  united  action  on  the 
part  of  the  carriers,  but  rather  of  the  absence 
of  united  action  and  hence  the  irregularity  of 
conditions.  The  shippers  instituted  this  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  have  the  state  railway  and  ware¬ 
house  commission  revise  rule  No.  23  issued  by 
the  commission  which  fixes  the  switching  limit 
at  three  miles  for  the  state  of  Illinois.  For  all 
other  cities,  outside  of  Chicago,  it  is  ample. 
In  the  city  of  Chicago  it  is  of  course  out  of 
the  question.  A  great  many  questions  have 
been  raised  and  bothersome  conditions  have 
presented  themselves,  but  the  mind  of  the 
commission  is  thoroughly  made  up,  according 
to  latest  information,  to  revise  this  rule  in 
such  a  way  that  all  shippers  and  consignees 
will  have  practically  the  same  conditions  in¬ 
side  the  state  of  Illinois.  Just  how  a  ruling 
on  this  question  is  going  to  be  worded  it  is, 
of  course,  impossible  to  say.  It  is  a  foregone 
conclusion,  however,  that  when  this  hearing 
is  over  some  ruling  will  be  made  which  will 
make  the  position  of  both  the  railroads  and 
the  shipping  interests  very  definite  and  spe¬ 
cific. 
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In  the  last  few  years  popular  attention  has  been 
Experiment  drawn  most  forcefully  to  a  great  many  problems 

Stations  confronting  the  American  people.  They  have  en¬ 

gaged  the  popular  attention  because  they  have  con¬ 
cerned  the  public  business  welfare.  Two  very  distinct  schools  of  thought 
have  arisen,  one  taking  the  stand  that  the  government  is  all  pervasive, 
and  consequently  should  concern  itself  with  the  conduct  of  all  sorts  of 
businesses,  even  declaring  that  the  government  should  buy  out  some 
big  business  interests.  The  other  school  has  espoused  the  idea  that  the 
government  should  keep  its  hands  off  and  leave  the  conduct  of  affairs 
entirely  to  the  private  interests. 

When  Andrew  Carnegie  decided  to  dispose  of  a  large  percentage  of 
his  enormous  fortune  he  decided  that  he  could  do  the  American  people 
the  most  good  by  educating  them.  He  has  consequently  assisted  col¬ 
leges  and  established  libraries.  Practically  the  same  idea  was  adopted  by 
Cecil  Rhodes  in  England  when  he  endowed  scholarships  at  Oxford  col¬ 
lege.  The  philanthropic  efforts  of  John  D.  Rockefeller  have  been  largely 
along  the  line  of  endowing  colleges  that  the  people  might  acquire  in¬ 
formation  most  easily.  All  of  these  things  have  been  applauded  because 
it  is  realized  that  if  the  people  are  educated  they  can  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves.  Whenever  the  government  has  gone  to  the  point  of  taking 
the  conduct  of  business  out  of  the  hands  of  private  interests  part  of  the 
people  have  objected  most  strenuously. 

But  when  the  government  has  applied  its  energies  and  its  money 
to  the  study  of  business  questions  with  the  purpose  of  helping  the  busi¬ 
ness  people  to  solve  their  own  problems  the  government’s  efforts  have 
been  applauded  on  all  sides.  Congressman  McKinley  of  Illinois  has  just 
struck  a  popular  chord  by  introducing  a  bill  providing  for  the  appropria¬ 
tion  of  public  money  to  endow  experiment  stations  in  connection  with 
colleges  and  universities  to  help  them  in  the  study  of  the  mechanic  arts 
and  the  science  of  engineering.  He  obtained  his  inspiration  for  this 
measure  from  the  activities  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  which  has  been 
principally  conspicuous  for  its  energy  in  the  study  of  the  complete  com¬ 
bustion  of  coal.  1  he  University  of  Illinois  has  done  more  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  standing  of  Illinois  coal  in  the  general  market  than 
probably  the  operators  in  the  Illinois  fields  have  been  able  to  do  for 
themselves.  This  university  has  not  only  proved  that  the  Illinois  coal 
can  be  burned  without  smoke,  but  it  has  shown  the  manufacturing  in¬ 
terests  how  to  adjust  their  boiler  rooms  and  fire  holes  in  such  a  way  as 
to  obtain  the  benefits  from  this  smokeless  combustion. 

If  this  one  engineering  experimental  station  had  done  nothing  else 
it  would  have  commended  itself  to  the  people  for  that  one  thing  and 
would  have  warranted  all  of  the  expenditures  made  on  that  department 
of  the  university.  Now  Mr.  McKinley  proposes  that  other  states  shall 
be  so  endowed  with  public  money  that  they  may  carry  on  similar  work 
in  other  localities  and  give  similar  benefits  to  the  various  industries  in 
other  states  quite  as  important  as  the  coal  business  is  to  the  state  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  The  government  in  endowing  schools  of  this  kind  is  merely  teach¬ 


ing  the  people  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The  enterprise  is  one  of  the 
most  commendable  and  the  bill  introduced  by  Congressman  McKinley 
should  be  passed  without  a  dissenting  vote. 


The  United  States  Supreme  Court  has  just  decided 
Carrier  Acts  that  when  the  consignor  turns  a  consignment  of 
goods  over  to  the  carrier  it  becomes  immediately  the 
property  of  the  consignee  and  that  consequently  the 
carrier  becomes,  from  that  instant,  the  agent  of  the  consignee.  This  is 
a  decision  by  the  highest  court  of  the  United  States,  which  confirms  the 
stand  taken  by  The  Black  DiamoRd  for  the  last  year. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  shippers  of  the  United  States  have  been 
bothered  by  the  damage  of  their  goods  while  in  the  hands  of  the  trans¬ 
portation  companies  and  by  the  great  difficulty  to  collect  from  the 
railroads  claims  reimbursing  them  for  the  damage  done.  The  difficulty 
in  some  instances  has  been  so  great  as  to  amount  almost  to  a  prohibition. 
The  railroads  have  taken  the  position  that  they  are  not  responsible  for 
the  loss  of  goods  in  transit  because  they  have  made  their  rates  low  with 
the  express  understanding  that  the  consignee  in  order  to  obtain  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  these  rates  should  waive  his  claim  for  damages  of  the  goods 
in  transit.  This  has  been  a  very  vague  understanding-  as  far  as  the  con¬ 
signees  are  concerned,  although  it  seems  to  have  been  very  specific  in 
the  minds  of  the  transportation  companies  very  largely  because  they  had 
a  position  to  establish.  But  the  fact  remains  that  in  the  making  of 
rates  the  shippers  or  consignees  have  no  voice  and  consequently  the 
shipper  and  consignee,  not  being  a  party  to  the  making  of  the  rates, 
should  not  be  said  to  be  opened  by  any  mental  reservations  which  the 
railroads  made  at  the  time  these  rates  were  agreed  to  and  put  into  effect. 

The  railroads  have  endeavored  to  make  the  shippers  and  consignees 
a  party  to  their  rate  making  processes  without  in  reality  the  shipper  and 
consignee  having  anything  to  say  about  the  rates  that  were  put  into 
effect  or  the  manner  of  their  collection.  The  only  object  of  the  railroads 
in  taking  this  stand  has  been  to  avoid  the  very  apparent  responsibility 
for  the  loss  of  goods  in  transit.  Regardless  of  the  railroad  sophistry,  it 
has  been  apparent  that  the  transportation  companies  when  they  turn 
over  a  bill  of  lading  to  a  consignor  give  him  a  receipt  for  a  certain 
amount  of  goods.  The  railroad  was  not  receipting  in  its  own  behalf, 
since  the  consignment  was  not  destined  to  the  railroad.  The  receipt 
was  not  given  by  the  railroad  as  a  consignee,  but  by  the  railroad  as  the 
agent  of  the  consignee.  This  is  a  very  plain  case  of  common  sense  that 
the  railroad,  having  given  a  receipt  in  the  form  of  a  bill  of  lading  for  a 
consignment  of  goods  as  the  agent  of  the  consignee,  is  under  obligations 
to  deliver  that  consignment  of  goods  intact  or,  failing  to  do  so,  to  com¬ 
pensate  the  consignee  for  whatever  losses  there  were  in  transit,  whether 
these  losses  amounted  to  the  whole  or  only  part. 


The  report  of  the  New  York  clearing  house  last 
The  Financial  week  showed  that  for  the  first  time  since  last  Oc- 
Situation  tober  the  banks  have  been  able  to  wipe  out  the 
deficits  in  cash  reserves.  New  York  banks  are  to¬ 
day  consequently  in  a  normal  position. 

For  two  months  the  west  has  been  in  a  position  where  it  was  able 
to  take  this  stand  at  any  time  New  York  declared  its  willingness  to  do 
so.  These  things  mean  that  the  money  situation  of  the  United  States 
has  again  become  normal.  If  we  are  to  judge  the  present  situation 
by  the  past  it  would  seem  as  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  returning  flood  of 
money  to  the  banks  will  soon  produce  an  oversupply  rather  than  a  strin¬ 
gency  and  consequently  that  money  from  now  on  is  going  to  be  very 
much  cheaper  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  five  or  six  years.  It  would 
not  be  surprising  to  find  money  generally  loaning  at  the  rate  of  interest 
paid  on  government  or  municipal  bonds. 

This  should  be  considered  in  view  of  the  general  improvement  in 
industrial  conditions  as  a  marked  aid  in  rebuilding  industrial  activity. 
Farmers  have  an  abundance  of  money,  more,  in  fact,  than  they  have  had 
for  the  last  ten  years.  The  steel  trade,  although  dull,  is  rapidly  read¬ 
justing  its  prices  so  that  it  can  begin  to  expand  again.  The  labor  situa¬ 
tion  has  been  so  far  straightened  out  that  the  workers  are  willing  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  employers  upon  reasonable  terms. 
Barring  some  possible  clouds  appearing  in  the  railroad  sky,  industrial 
situation  generally  seems  to  be  stronger  today  and  more  healthful  than 
for  five  years.  The  easening  of  the  money  situation,  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  congress  is  planning  to  provide  an  elastic  currency, 
ought  to  be  a  marked  aid  in  the  rebuilding  of  prosperity.  Unless  all  out¬ 
ward  signs  fail,  American  business  ought  to  begin  to  resume  activity 
about  the  1st  of  February  and  to  continue  to  grow  stronger  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  even  though  the  presidential  campaign  may 
act  as  a  temporary  check  to  the  complete  return  of  prosperous  condi¬ 
tions. 
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Big  Production  of  Anthracite. 


In  the  last  issue  of  this  paper  were  given 
the  first  figures  showing  anthracite  produc¬ 
tion  for  December  and  for  1907  as  a  whole. 
Herewith  is  given  more  detailed  data  on  the 
same  subject. 

The  production  of  marketable  anthracite 
coal  in  the  calendar  year  1907  was  07,109,393 
tons,  an  increase  of  11,410,798  tons  over  1906, 
and  5,699,192  tons  over  1905.  The  output  may 
be  said  to  have  exceeded  expectations  in  every 
month  of  the  year,  and  new  records  were 
made  in  nine  of  the  months  of  the  year.  The 
consumption  and  sales  of  coal  were  larger 
than  the  output.  The  gross  output  of  coal 
was  probably  above  76,000,000.  The  figures 
above  refer  only  to  the  shipments  of  coal  to 
market.  Besides  this  there  was  probably  con¬ 
sumed  in  and  about  the  mines  nearly  9,000,000 
tons. 

The  gross  and  marketable  production  of 
anthracite  coal  since  1881  has  been  as  follows: 


Gross 

output. 

1881. -25,572,460 

1882.  .31,358,264 

1883.  .34,336,469 

1884.  .33,175,756 

1885.  .34,228,548 

1886.  .34,853,077 

1887.  .37,578,747 

1888.  .41,624,611 

1889.  .40,665,152 

1890.  .41', 489, 858 

1891.  .45,236,992 

1892.  .46,850,450 

1893.  .48,185,306 

1894.  .46,358,144 


Marketable 

output. 

23,437,242 

29,120,026 

21,793,027 

30,718,293 

31,623,530 

32,336,362 

34,641,018 

38,145,718 

35,817,093 

36,615,459 

40,448,336 

44,893,320 

43,089,537 

41,371,200 


1895.. 

1896.. 

1897. . 

1898.. 

1899.. 

1900.. 

1901.. 

1902.. 

1903.. 
1'904. . 

1905.. 

1906.. 

1907.. 


Gross 

output. 

.51,785,422 

.48,523,287 

.46,974,714 

.47,603,076 

.53,944,647 

.51,221,353 

.60,242,560 

.30,940,710 

.66,618,454 

.65,318,490 

.69,339,152 

.63,645,010 

.76,079,121 


Marketable 

output. 

46,511,477 

43,177,485 

41,637,865 

41,899,751 

47,665,204 

45,107,484 

53,068,601 

31,200,890 

59,363,830 

57,392,522 

16,410,201 

55,698,565 

67,109,393 


Since  1820,  when  anthracite  coal  was  first 
used  commercially,  the  total  production  has 
been  1,609,432,887  tons.  Of  this  the  market¬ 
able  output  has  been  1,566,000,000  tons. 

The  shipments  of  coal  by  the  leading  com¬ 
panies  in  1907  and  1906,  with  the  percentage 
shipments  of  each  to  the  total,  were  as  follows, 


in  tons. 

Year  1907.  %  Year  1906.  % 

Phila.  &  Reading . 14,018,797  20.89  11,258,295  20.21 

Lehigh  Valley  . 11,532,255  17.18  9,971,699  17.90 

Cent,  of  New  Jersey.  8,714,113  12.99  6,983,217  12.54 

Del.,  Lack.  &  West. .  10,237,419  15.25  9,201,875  16.52 

Delaware  &  Hudson.  .  0,562,768  9.78  5,346,695  9.60 

Pennsylvania  .  6,203,271  9.24  4,856,537  8.72 

Erie  .  7,151,638  10,66  5,636,537  10.12 

Ontario  &  Western..  2,689,089  4.01  2,444,273  4.39 


Total  . 67,109,393  55,698,595 


Every  company  made  a  substantial  increase 
in  shipments,  the  Baer  roads  nearly  4,500,000 
tons,  the  Lehigh  Valley  1,560,556  tons,  the 
Lackawanna  1,035,544  tons,  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  1,216,073  tons,  the  Pennsylvania  1,347,- 
267  tons,  the  Erie  1,515,146  tons,  and  the 
Ontario  &  Western  244,816  tons.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  shipments  this  year  com¬ 
pare  with  1906,  in  which  there  was  a  suspen¬ 
sion  of  operations  at  the  mines  for  about  six 
weeks.  The  shipments  of  the  companies  for 
four  years  were: 


*  1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

Phila.  &  R. 

.12,574,502 

11,399,622 

11,490,963 

5,909,402 

L.  Valley. 

.10,072,120 

9,611,426 

9,737,160 

4,631,535 

C.R.R.N.J. . 

7,983,274 

7,201,276 

7,404,612 

3,629,986 

Lackawanna 

i  9,544,046 

9,333,059 

9,575,550 

5,152,498 

Del.  &  Hud 

.  5,640,528 

5,276,797 

5,927,283 

3,090,604 

Penn.  R.  R 

.  4,890,635 

4,765,953 

4,555,459 

2,610,234 

Erie  . 

.  6,225,622 

5,711,173 

6,343,852 

3,814,150 

Out.  &  W. 

.  2,864,096 

2,646,730 

2,693,402 

1,627,478 

Del.S.  &  S 

.  1,605,378 

1,540,746 

1,634,489 

735,004 

Total  . . 

.61,410,201 

57,392,522 

59,363,830 

31,200,890 

The  sh 

ipments 

by  regions  in  recent  years 

have  been  as  follows: 

Year. 

Schuylkill. 

Lehigh. 

Wyoming. 

Total. 

1898 . 

12,078,875 

6,253,409 

23,567,767 

41,899,751 

1899 . 

14,199,009 

6,887,909 

26,578,286 

47,665,204 

1900 . 

12,502,732 

6,918,627 

24,686,125 

45,107,484 

1901 . 

16,019,591 

7,211,974 

30,337,036 

53,588,601 

1902 . 

8,471,391 

3,470,736 

19,258,763 

31,200,890 

1903 . 

16,374,790 

7,161,783 

35,723,258 

59,362,831 

1904 . 

16,612,055 

6,558,182 

33,892,285 

57,492,522 

1905 . 

17,703,099 

7,849,205 

35,857,897 

61,410,201 

1906 . 

16,011,285 

7,046,617 

32,640,692 

55,698,595 

1907 . 

20,141,283 

8,329,653 

38,638,452 

67,109,393 

The  Wyoming  region  maintained  its  posi¬ 
tion  as  the  largest  shipper,  but  there  was,  of 
course,  an  increase  in  all  regions.  The 
Wyoming’s  increase  was  5,997,759  tons,  the 


Schuylkill's  4,130,003  tons,  and  the  Lehigh’s 
1,283,036  tons.  The  percentages  of  production 
of  the  regions  for  the  past  six  years  have  been 
as  follows: 


Wyoming.  Schuylkill.  Lehigh. 

1902 . 61.73  27.15  11.12 

-  1903 . 60.18  27.75  12.07 

1904  . ......59.15  28.49  12.36 

1905  . 58.39  28.83  12.78 

1906  . 58.60  28.75  12.65 

1907  . 57.58  30.01  12.41 


Since  1903,  when  the  percentage  of  the 
Wyoming  region  was  at  the  highest,  60.18 
per  cent  to  the  total  output,  it  has  fallen 
gradually.  In  that  year  the  Schuylkill  region’s 
percentage  was  27.75  and  the  Lehigh’s  12.07 
per  cent,  these  two  regions  having  made  a 
slight  increase. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  by  months 
in  recent  years  has  been  as  follows  (in  tons): 


1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

January  . . 

.  5,249,946 

5,458,084 

4,408,578 

4,134,245 

February  . 

4,563,720 

4,712,099 

3,922,601 

4,326,269 

March  .  .  . 

5,235,814 

5,797,167 

5,258,567 

4,375,033 

April  .... 

5,916,583 

488,203 

5,278,041 

5,407,786 

May  . 

.  5,994,272 

3,254,230 

6,005,158 

5,185,079 

June  .... 

.  5,924,260 

5,676,018 

5,844,052 

5,728,795 

July  . 

.  5,602,435 

4,981,448 

4,546,743 

4,623,227 

August  . .  . 

.  5,716,552 

5,400,511 

5,041,838 

4,325,734 

September 

.  5,442,334 

4,527,886 

5.082,232 

3,967,600 

October  .. 

.  6,015,851 

5,384,768 

5,295,694 

5,131,542 

November 

.  5,666,205 

5,182,153 

5,421,584 

5,124,068 

December  . 

.  5,343,477 

4,836,028 

5,395,113 

5,063,144 

Total  . . 

.67,109,393 

55,698,595 

61,410,201 

57,392,522 

The  monthly  production  averaged  5,592,449 
tons,  and  the  weekly  average  throughout  the 
year  was  1,288,440  tons.  In  October  the 
largest  monthly  production  ever  reported  was 
made.  The  lowest  monthly  output  in  1907 
was  in  February,  which  was  the  only  month 
that  5,000,000  tons  or  more  were  not  nroduced. 

Statistics  of  stocks  of  coal  at  tidewater 
points  are  not  of  as  much  importance  as  in 
former  years,  but  are  an  indication  of  the  state 
of  trade  to  some  extent.  The  requirements 
of  the  anthracite  industry  have  made  it  neces¬ 
sary  in  the  last  six  years  to  construct  storage 
places  for  coal  at  interior  points.  The  amount 
of  coal  at  these  places  is  not  made  public; 
it  is  known  that  it  has  not  been  large  for  more 
than  two  years.  In  1907  but  very  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  afforded  to  add  to  interior  stocks 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  at  tidewater  stocks 
are  entirely  inadequate.  The  small  amount 
of  coal  above  ground  is  a  matter  which  must 
be  considered  in  any  estimate  of  the  trade 
prospects  for  1908.  Tidewater  stocks  of  coal 
showed  an  increase  of  270,000  tons  during  the 
year.  The  highest  point  of  the  year  was  on 
March  31  and  the  lowest  was  on  May  31.  At 
no  time  during  the  year  were  stocks  at  tide 
equal  to  a  week’s  supply  or  consumption  of 
coal.  The  record  of  tidewater  stocks  through¬ 
out  the  year  were  as  follows,  in  tons: 


Tanuary  31,  1907. . . . 
February  28,  1907... 

March  31,  1907 . 

April  30,  1907  . 

May  31,  1907 . 

June  30,  1907 . 


Tons. 

650,842 

598,121 

699,779 

547,023 

518,901 

593,411 


Tons. 

July  31,  1907 . 645,030 

August  31,  1907 . 737,254 

September  30,  1907.  .855,521 

October  31,  T907 . 819,757 

November  30,  1907. .  .752,442 
December  31,  1907.  .  .713,620 


The  anthracite  companies  are  distributing 
more  in  dividends  than  in  late  previous  years 
and  some  of  them  advanced  their  rates  in 
1907.  The  record  since  1900  shows  the  prog¬ 
ress  in  this  respect.  The  large  and  remunera¬ 
tive  business  since  1903  has  enabled  all  com¬ 
panies  to  improve  their  financial  condition 
generally,  as  well  as  to  make  a  larger  distri¬ 
bution  of  profits  to  shareholders.  The  divi¬ 
dends  paid  in  recent  years  have  been  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

Reading  1st  pfd.4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Reading  2d  pfd.4 

4 

4 

4 

i  V* 

0 

0 

0 

Reading  com.  ... 4 

4 

4 

i  G 

Lehigh  Valley.  ..6 

5 

4 

1 

C.  R.  R.  of  N.  T..8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

5 

6 

D.  L.  &  W.lO&lOx  l'O&lOx 

10 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Del.  &  Hud . 9 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

6 

Penna.  R.  R ....  7 

7 

6 

6 

6 

6 

G 

6 

Erie  1st  pfd.  .  .*4 

4 

4 

4 

3J4 

3 

l  J4 

Erie  2d  pfd. ...  *4 

4 

4 

.  . 

Ont.  &  West.  .  .  .2 

2 

3 

3 

Leh.  C.  &  N.  Co. 8 

8 

8 

7 

6 

6 

6 

5  J4 

*Erie  scrip,  but  not  yet  authorized  by  Public  Service 
Commission. 


Ownership  of  Coal  Land. 


It  has  recently  been  announced  that  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  decided 
to  take  the  Reading  Company  into  the  court 
to  settle  a  question  of  jurisdiction.  The  com¬ 
mission  recently  asked  the  Reading  Company 
for  information  showing  the  extent  of  its 
earnings.  This  the  Reading  refused  to  give, 
claiming  that  the  commission  had  no  authority 
over  the  Reading  Company,  as  it  does  not 
engage  in  interstate  traffic,  or  for  that  matter 
in  any  traffic  at  all,  being  entirely  a  holding 
company,  its  earnings,  in  consequence,  being 
represented  by  the  earnings  of  its  subsidiary 
companies  to  the  reports  of  which,  in  the 
regular  course  of  affairs,  the  commission  had 
access. 

Now  the  commission  has  decided  to  man¬ 
damus  the  Reading  Company  to  show  its 
books  and  give  the  information  required. 
Outwardly  this  appears  to  be  a  rather  hard 
fight  between  the  Reading  Company  and  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  but  in 
reality  the  proceedings  are  entirely  friendly, 
the  purpose  of  the  suit  being  merely  to  estab¬ 
lish,  by  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
exactly  the  status  of  a  holding  company  under 
the  Hepburn  law. 

It  would  seem  that  if  the  Reading  Company 
wins  out  in  its  present  friendly  suit  brought 
on  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
it  would  afford  an  easy  way  out  of  the  rail¬ 
road  difficulty  by  throwing  all  of  these  coal 
properties  into  the  hands  of  a  holding  com¬ 
pany.  That  there  is  urgent  need  for  some¬ 
thing  of  this  kind,  if  business  is  going  to  be 
allowed  to  resume  without  serious  interrup¬ 
tion,  is  very  clearly  evident  on  the  face  of  it. 
If  the  railroads  are  compelled  to  withdraw  this 
coal  from  sale  and  if  a  coal  shortage  results 
it  is  going  to  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
business  generally  to  proceed,  as  it  has  done 
heretofore,  because  there  will  not  be  coal 
enough  on  sale  to  keep  the  factories  running. 
But  if  the  railroads  are  compelled  to  dispose 
of  these  coal  properties  it  may  have  to  be 
done  through  receivership  proceedings,  and 
this,  of  course,  should  not  be  thought  of  now 
since  it  would  be  a  blow  to  general  confidence 
that  would  not  permit  business  to  resume  for 
several  years. 

However,  a  holding  company  in  itself  is  not 
permitted  to  act  as  an  evasion  of  any  law. 
This  was  shown  very  clearly  in  the  case  of 
the  Northern  Securities  Company,  which  en¬ 
deavored  by  means  of  a  holding  company  to 
control  the  ownership  of  the  Great  Northern 
and  Northern  Pacific  railroads  without  any 
direct  consolidation  of  those  properties  being 
apparent.  The  court  held  that  in  the  Northern 
Securities  Company  case  the  evident  intention 
was  to  evade  not  only  the  state  but  the  federal 
laws,  regarding  consolidations,  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  the  holding  company  was  an  implied 
violation  of  the  law.  In  the  present  instance 
it  matters  very  little  whether  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  has  jurisdiction  over 
the  Reading  Company  because  even  estab¬ 
lishing  this  point  will  not  straighten  out  the 
tangle  in  the  anthracite  fields,  since  the  hold¬ 
ing  company  would  be  considered  in  contra¬ 
vention  of  other  federal  statutes  not  executed 
by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 
The  contention  between  the  Reading  Company 
and  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  is 
interesting,  but  it  is  not  significant  of  a  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  land  ownership  tangle. 

The  solution  of  this  question  is  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  coal  trade  and  to  business 
generally  that  it  would  seem  it  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  an  especial  study  and  that  even 
some  other  matters  which  appear  now  to  be 
important  should  be  sidetracked  for  the  time 
being  and  that  Congress  should  proceed  to  act 
when  the  coal  land  ownership  question  has 
been  brought  definitely  before  that  body. 


The  American  Cannel  Coal  Company  of 
Cannelton,  Ind.,  has  reduced  the  amount  of  its 
capital  stock  to  the  extent  of  $50,000. 
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Improved  Boilers  Give  R  e  s  u  1 1  s  . 

Combustion  Is  Easily  Increased  and  the  Loss  of  Heat  from  Coal  Is  Thus  Reduced  to  a  Minimum — An  Old  Idea  That 
Discharging  the  Heat  from  the  Furnace  Upon  the  Back  of  a  Boiler  Would  Cause  a  Reversal  of  the  Circulation  Is 
Disproved — Valuable  Information  Is  Given  as  to  the  Results  Produced  by  Even  a  Lower  Grade  of  Coal. 


By  A.  Bement,  M.  W.  S.  E. 


It  is  now  some  six  years  since  Mr.  W.  L. 
Abbott  applied  a  tile  furnace  roof  to  Heine 
water  tube  boilers  equipped  with  chain  grate 
stokers  in  the  Harrison  street  power  house  of 
the  Commonwealth  Edison  Company  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  thereby  producing  what  jnay  be  desig¬ 
nated  as  a  smoke  proof  furnace,  to  which  the 
appearance  of  the  four  chimneys  serving  these 
boilers  has  since  testified. 

While  the  application  of  this  tile  roof  to 
Heine  and  similar  boilers  has  been  quite  gen¬ 
eral,  its  use  in  connection  with  the  Babcock  & 
Wilcox  type  has  developed  slowly,  and  it  is 
only  recently  that  marked  progress  has  been 
made,  although  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  such  improvement  was  recognized  in 
Chicago  some  five  years  ago  and  its  adoption 
recommended  at  that  time.  There  is  now 
available,  however,  some  excellent  data  bearing 
on  the  subject,  which  it  is  the  purpose  of  this 
paper  to  present. 


ers  are  selected  because  they  are  also  served 
by  chain  grate  stokers,  and  represent  the  very 
best  and  latest  examples  of  apparatus  designed 
by  the  builder,  and  are  fired  with  bituminous 
coal.  The  comparison  between  the  Fisk  street 
boilers  and  this  improved  No.  10  is  shown  by 
heat  balance,  Table  No.  1.  The  results  as  to 
horsepower  capacity  produced  by^  the  boilers 
is  equally  as  favorable  to  boiler  No.  10  as  that 
of  efficiency,  as  set  forth  in  Table  No.  2. 

The  fact  that  the  rate  of  working  is  almost 
exactly  the  same  per  unit  of  surface,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  Fisk  street  boilers  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  stronger  draft  above  the  fire  .by 
272  per  cent  is  significant,  showing  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  tile  roof  furnace  on  the  rate  at 
which  the  coal  will  burn,  something  which  the 
author  has  observed  many  times  before. 

One  significant  feature  of  tests  Nos.  1,  2  and 
3  of  boiler  No.  10  is  the  smallness  of  the  com¬ 
bined  item  of  heat  lost  by  radiation  and  un 


back  on  the  lower  end,  or  at  the  front  on  the 
higher  end. 

In  1902,  the  idea  of  fitting  a  furnace  roof  to 
the  Babcock  &  Wilcox  boiler  suggested  itself 
to  the  author.  This  scheme,  however,  was 
abandoned  for  obvious  reasons,  but  recently  it 
has  been  proposed  to  again  adopt  it  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  that  boiler,  using  either  a  roof  con¬ 
structed  by  brick  or  tile  arches,  or  composed 
of  the  special  tiles  surrounding  the  lower  row 
of  tubes.  Therefore  the  author  shows  this 
scheme  in  its  least  objectionable  form  in  Fig. 
4,  which  consists  in  turning  the  boiler  around 
and  setting  the  stoker  under  the  lower  end. 
As  compared  to  the  design  in  Fig.  1,  this  plan 
has  the  following  objectionable  features: 

1.  It  requires  a  greater  height  in  the  set¬ 
ting  of  some  4.5  feet  with  correspondingly 
larger  investment  and  maintenance  of  the  set¬ 
ting  itself. 

2.  It  increases  the  investment  in  boiler 


About  two  years  ago  the  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Iowa  City  Railway  &  Light  Company,  through 
Mr.  W.  J.  Greene,  manager  of  its  lighting  de¬ 
partment,  contracted  with  the  Stirling  Consol¬ 
idated  Boiler  Company  for  an  improved  boiler 
after  the  author’s  design.  It  has  now  been  in 
operation  one  year  with  very  satisfactory  re¬ 
sults.  It  is  known  as  No.  10  In  the  plant 
where  it  is  in  use,  and  will  be  hereinafter  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  that  number. 

Fig.  1  shows  a  boiler  built  to  a  second  order 
for  the  same  company  by  the  Babcock  &  Wil¬ 
cox  Company,  successor  to  the  Stirling  Con¬ 
solidated  Boiler  Company.  This  second  boiler 
which  may  be  designated  as  No.  11,  is  equipped 
with  a  superheater.  The  first,  or  No.  10,  has 
not  as  yet  been  so  fitted,  but  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  to  do  so  in  the  near  future,  when  turbines, 
now  arranged  for,  are  installed.  Therefore 
Fig.  1,  by  considering  the  superheater  absent, 
serves  to  show  boiler  No.  10  exactly  as  it  is 
and  was  when  tested,  and  with  the  superheater 
regarded  a  part  of  it,  illustrates  what  this  ap¬ 
paratus  and  future  boilers  will  be. 

Some  standard  for  comparison  is  required  to 
which  the  tests  of  boiler  No.  10  are  applicable 
and  may  be  referred,  therefore  comparison  is 
made  with  boilers  in  the  Fisk  street  electric 
generating  station  of  the  Commonwealth  Edi¬ 
son  Company  in  Chicago.  Fig.  2  shows  a  set¬ 
ting  of  this  character.  These  Fisk  street  boil- 


accounted  for,  which  is  1.66  per  cent,  1.86  per 
cent  and  1.26  per  cent,  respectively;  not  only 
is  it  uniform  but  very  low  in  amount  for  each, 
much  less  than  in  any  other  tests  with  western 
bituminous  coal  wherein  an  accurate  determin¬ 
ation  of  heating  power  of  the  coal  was  made, 
with  which  the  author  is  familiar.  This  tends 
to  show  that  combustion  was  complete,  as 
further  evidenced  by  the  appearance  of  the 
chimney,  which  gives  no  indication  whatever 
of  smoke,  except  when  fire  is  first  started  un¬ 
der  the  cold  boiler,  while  on  the  other  hand, 
the  regular  Babcock  &  Wilcox  setting,  such 
as  shown  by  Fig.  2,  makes  a  serious  amount  of 
smoke,  and  resulting  in  the  tests  of  the  Fisk 
street  boilers,  in  a  heat  loss  therein  of  9.86  per 
cent. 

Theory  Disproved. 

One  of  the  things  which  caused  many  peo¬ 
ple  to  hesitate  in  the  adoption  of  the  setting 
shown  by  Fig.  1,  is  a  fear  that  discharging 
the  heat  from  the  furnace  on  the  back  or  lower 
end  of  the  boiler,  would  result  in  a  “reversal” 
in  the  circulation  of  the  water.  No  such  indi¬ 
cation,  however,  has  been  observed  in  this 
boiler  No.  10,  or  with  several  others  fitted  with 
tile  roof  furnaces,  but  to  test  the  matter  the 
author  employed  a  glass  model,  Fig.  3,  and 
whether  the  bank  of  tubes  was  heated  at  the 
experiments  showed  conclusively  that  the  cir¬ 
culation  proceeded  in  the  same  direction, 


house  building,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  its 
being  4.5  feet  higher. 

3.  The  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  high  and 
massive  furnace  walls  will  be  much  greater 
than  in  the  other  design. 

4.  The  mud  drum  will  be  over  the  ignition 
arch. 

5.  If  experience  with  “flat”  and  “sloping” 
ignition  arches  can  be  taken  as  an  indication, 
a  furnace  roof  which  rises  toward  the  back,  is 
not  as  effective  in  producing  complete  com¬ 
bustion  as  one  which  pitches  downward  to¬ 
ward  the  back,  as  does  that  of  Fig.  1. 

The  object  of  these  investigations  was  to  de¬ 
termine  the  efficiency  of  combustion  and  heat 
absorption  secured  with  the  two  different  types 
of  apparatus.  For  that  reason  coal  produced 
by  the  Illinois  Midland  Coal  Company,  which 
corporation  furnishes  much  of  the  fuel  used 
in  making  steam  with  the  Chicago  boilers,  was 
shipped  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  for  use  in 
tests  of  boiler  No.  10.  The  setting  of  the  stok¬ 
er  and  the  arrangement  of  the  water  back  for 
this  boiler  at  Cedar  Rapids  were  adjusted  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  for  burning 
Iowa  screenings  which  contain  often  as  high 
as  35  per  cent  ash,  necessitating  a  large  open¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  the  grate  under  the  water 
back  for  the  exit  of  such  an  amount  of  refuse; 
therefore  when  the  Illinois  coal  containing  less 
than  one-half  as  much  ash  was  used  in  the 
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tests,  it  required  that  either  a  large  amount  of 
fuel  be  allowed  to  enter  the  pit  with  the  ash, 
or  else  leave  a  serious  opening  at  the  rear  end 
of  the  grate  at  which  air  would  enter  in  such 
volume  as  to  so  harmfully  affect  the  result  by 
loss  of  heat  in  the  hot  gases,  as  well  as  the 
horsepower  capacity  obtained,  that  the  results 
would  not  be  comparable  with  the  performance 
of  the  Fisk  street  boilers. 

The  results  of  the  Fisk  street  performance 
are  compiled  from  a  large  number  of  tests, 
while  those  for  the  improved  boiler  No.  10  are 
from  three  tests  given  in  Table  No.  3. 

The  Coal  Used. 

As  before  mentioned,  it  was  desirable  in 
making  tests  of  boiler  No.  10  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
to  have  the  conditions  as  far  as  possible,  cor¬ 
respond  to  those  under  which  the  Chicago 
boilers  operated,  therefore  coal  was  shipped 
from  one  of  the  mines  of  the  Illinois  Midland 
Coal  Company  operating  in  the  Springfield 
district  of  Illinois,  which  district  supplies  much 
of  the  coal  burned  under  the  Chicago  boilers. 


The  composition  of  this  coal  on  the  basis  of 
pure  coal  and  combustible,  is  given  as  follows: 


Pure  Coal 

Combustible 

Carbon  . 

.  74.86 

89.50 

Hydrogen  available  . 

.  3.92 

4.69 

Sulphur,  less  S  in  ash . 

Nitrogen  . . 

.  4.86 

5.81 

.  1.23 

Water  of  combination . 

.  15.1-3 

Total  combustible  . 

.  83.64 

100.00 

Total  non-combustible  . 

.  16.36 

Moisture  and  ash  values  are  given  in  Table 
No.  3. 

The  tests  from  which  the  average  for  the 
efficiency  value  was  conpiled  for  the  Fisk  street 
boilers,  were  made  with  the  Illinois  Midland 
coal.  Those,  however,  supplying  the  average 
horsepower  value  are  not  all  from  such  coal,  a 
superior  quality  from  Saline  county,  in  the 
southern  part  of  Illinois,  being  used  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  cases,  and  for  this  reason  gave  a  higher 
capacity  than  would  have  been  obtainable 
had  the  above  coal  only  been  used,  but  the 
value  is  employed  nevertheless,  as  the  figure 
of  845.8  is  an  average  of  certain  twenty-seven 
tests  which  has  been  generally  accepted  as  the 
reoresentative  capacity  of  the  boilers. 

The  average  efficiency  based  on  coal  as  fed 
has  been  taken,  and  the  efficiency  originally  re¬ 
ported  upon  the  basis  of  the  specific  heat  of 
superheated  steam  as  $.75  has  been  recalculat¬ 
ed,  using  this  factor  as  0.503,  which  gave  an 
average  efficiency  of  64.23  per  cent.  The  heat¬ 
ing  power  of  the  coal  as  originally  determined 
with  the  Parr  calorimeter  was  somewhat  too 
high,  averaging  14.375  P>.  t.  u.  in  the  pure  coal, 
which,  when  corrected  to  the  Mahler  calori¬ 
meter,  became  14,000;  therefore,  the  efficiency 
of  64.23  was  corrected  to  65.95  per  cent.  In¬ 
asmuch,  however,  as  the  boilers  on  which  these 
tests  were  made  are  fitted  with  a  hopper  at 
the  front  end  of  the  chain  grate  stoker,  into 


which  the  fine  coal  which  leaks  through  the 
grate  drops,  are  so  arranged  that  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  gather  these  drippings  and  return  them 


condition;  therefore  in  comparison  of  effi¬ 
ciency,  test  No.  2  has  been  taken  as  best  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  improved  boiler  No.  10,  and 


Fig.  4— Plan  for  setting  stokers  under  low  end  of  boiler.  Design  requiring  abormally  high 

setting  walls. 


immediately  to  the  stoker  (as  was  done  in  the 
tests  of  boiler  No.  10),  the  accumulation  dur¬ 
ing  a  test  was  determined,  and  the  weight  sub¬ 
tracted  from  the  coal  fed  to  the  stoker;  the 
average  amount  of  coal  which  so  accumulated 
during  these  tests  was  7.1  per  cent  of  that 
furnished  to  the  stoker.  Inasmuch,  however, 
as  this  fine  coal  in  its  escapement  from  the 
grate  always  carried  a  little  ash  with  it,  this 
amount  of  7.1  per  cent  should  have  been  6.64 
per  cent,  therefore  a  further  correction  has 
been  made  for  this  reason,  which  gives  an  effi¬ 
ciency  of  65.65  per  cent  based  on  the  coal  fed 
to  the  stoker,  of  which  there  was  a  loss  of  2.67 
per  cent  by  carbon  in  the  refuse;  therefore 


data  therefrom  is  employed  in  the  compara¬ 
tive  heat  balance,  Table  No.  1. 

The  Heat  Balance. 

The  following  shows  the  distribution  of  heat 
actually  occurring  in  these  three  tests: 

Percentage  of  Heat  Tests  of  Boiler  No.  10 

Usefully  employed  in  making  steam..  62.09  69.88  65.73 

Lost  in  hot  gases . 24.34  22.00  25.99 

Lost  by  carbon  in  refuse .  11.91  16.26  7.02 

Loss  by  radiation  and  unaccounted 

for  .  1.66  1.86  1.26 

Total  . 100.00  100.00  100.00 

The  horsepower  value  for  the  Fisk  street 
boilers  of  845.8  is  an  average  of  twenty-seven 


DRAFT  OVER  FIRE  IN  INCHES  OF  WATER 


Fig.  5.  Curve  showing  relation  of  horsepower  to  draft. 


efficiency  based  on  coal  burned  becomes  65.65 
plus  2.67  equals  68.32  per  cent. 

In  comparative  tests  of  this  character,  it  is 
desirable  and  necessary  to  secure  a  condition 
of  combustion  which  will  be  the  same  in  each 
case.  The  average  carbon  dioxide  for  the  Fisk 
street  boilers  being  9.52,  the  same  should  have 
been  obtained  in  the  tests  of  boiler  No.  10. 
This  boiler,  however,  was  in  a  temporary  set¬ 
ting  and  the  walls  were  quite  leaky,  so  that 
much  air  entered,  and  for  this  reason  the  car¬ 
bon  dioxide  averaged  7.6  in  test  No.  2,  which 
of  the  three  was  nearest  to  the  Fisk  street 


tests.  This  figure  of  845.8  has  been  considered 
the  representative  average  horsepower  value 
for  the  boilers  in  this  station,  which  are  served 
by  the  chimneys  250  feet  high.  A  lower  horse¬ 
power  value  being  recognized  for  those  served 
by  chimneys  200  feet  high.  In  the  compari¬ 
sons,  however,  only  the  performance  of  boil¬ 
ers  served  by  these  high  chimneys  is  consid¬ 
ered.  This  accepted  horsepower  value  is  rath¬ 
er  high  than  low,  inasmuch  as  some  large  ca¬ 
pacities,  such  as  one  test  of  over  1,100  and 
three  others  of  over  1,000  horsepower  were 
produced  by  a  superior  grade  of  coal  from  Sa- 
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line  county,  Ill.,  which  does  not  regularly  get 
into  the  Chicago  market. 

The  test  on  the  improved  boiler  No.  10  used 
in  comparison  with  Fisk  street  is  No.  3,  which 
gave  615.1  horsepower.  This  is  taken  as  rep¬ 
resentative  for  that  boiler  rather  than  the  av¬ 
erage  of  the  three  tests,  for  the  reason  that  the 
horsepower  value  used  for  the  Fisk  street  boil¬ 
ers  is  an  especially  favorable  one;  therefore 
test  No.  3  is  more  applicable  to  the  comparison 
than  either  that  of  test  No.  2,  or  an  average  of 
the  three. 

The  average  work  performed  in  the  super¬ 
heater  of  the  Fisk  street  boilers  is  12  per  cent, 
therefore  the  horsepower  rating  of  500  which 
is  based  on  water  heating  surface  is  increased 
by  12  per  cent,  thus  the  correct  value  for  rat¬ 
ing  of  560  is  obtained. 

Diagram  Fig.  5  shows  the  relation  between 
draft  and  horsepower  output  for  these  large 
boilers.  If  the  draft  prevailing  in  tests  of 
boiler  No.  10  is  located  on  this  curve,  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  corresponding  developed 
capacity  for  the  large  boilers  is  less  than  that 
secured  by  the  smaller  No.  10,  showing  that 
the  Fisk  street  boiler,  although  40  per  cent 


TABLE  NO.  1. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  HEAT  FROM  COAL  BURNED. 
COMPARATIVE  BASIS  BETWEEN  BOILERS. 

Babcock  & 
Wilcox  Boilers 
Improved  at  Fisk  St. 
Boiler  No.  10  Station 

Usefully  employed  in  making  steam. 79. 80%  68.32% 

Lost  in  hot  gases . 18.34%  19.96% 

Lost  by  radiation  and  unaccounted 

for  .  1.86% 

Lost  by  radiation .  1.86% 

Loss  unaccounted  for .  9.86% 

Total  . 100.00  lflO.OO 

TABLE  NO.  2. 


COMPARATIVE  CAPACITY. 


Standard 
Babcock 
Improved  &  Wilcox 
Boiler  No.  10  Boiler 


Builders’  horespower  rating .  400  500 

Heating  surface  in  boiler,  sq.  ft.... 4000  5200 

Heating  surface  in  superheater,  sq  ft.  0.00  960 

Heating  surface,  total  sq.  ft.-. . 4000  6160 

Grate  area  in  sq.  ft .  72  90 

Height  of  chimney  in  feet .  130  250 

Draft  over  fire,  in  inches  of  water.  .  0.262  0.713 

Horsepower  developed  .  615.1  812.3 

Correct  relative  horsepower  rating, 
on  basis  of  8.05%  of  work  being 
done  by  superheating  for  Fisk 

Street  boilers  .  400  543.7 

Square  feet  of  heating  surface  per 
horsepower  develoned  on  basis  of 

4000  and  5437  sq.  ft .  6.50  6.69 

Ratio  of  correct  horsepower  ratings.  1.00  1.36 

Ratio  of  horsepower  developed .  l.on  1.32 

Ratio  of  drafts  at  fire .  1.00  2.72 

Ratio  of  grate  surfaces .  1.00  1.25 

Ratios  of  sq.  ft.  of  heating  surface 

required  per  horsepower  developed  1.00  1.03 

Ratios  of  horsepower  developed  with 

equal  draft  for  both  boilers' .  1.10  1.00 

Ratio  of  rapacities  developed  per  sq. 

It.  of  heating  surface  with  equal 

draft  for  both  boilers .  1.50  1.00 


larger  would  produce  less  capacity  than  the 
smaller  one. 

The  following  tabulation  will  afford  data 
bearing  on  the  matter  of  loss  in  hot  gases: 


Babcock  Sr 
Wilcox  Boilers 


Improved  at  Fisk  St. 

Boiler  No.  10  Station 
Temperature  of  escaping  gases. ..  .525.50  570.60 

Percent  CO-  in  flue  cases .  7.60  9.52 

Heating  surface  required  per  horse¬ 
power  developed,  sq.  ft .  6.50  6.62 

Steam  pressure  . 125.30  T80.00 

Temperature  of  steam.  Deg.  F.  .  .352.80  379.50 

Excess  in  steam  temperature.  Deg.  F.  26.70 

Excess  temperature  in  escaping 

gases,  Deg.  F .  45.10 


from  which  it  apnears  that  boiler  No.  10  had 
the  advantage  of  lower  steam  temperature, 
which  fact,  of  course,  did  have  an  influence  on 
the  final  temperature  of  the  gases.  Inasmuch, 
however,  as  the  excess  temperature  in  gases  is 
much  greater  than  that  between  the  steam  in 
the  two  cases,  it  shows  conclusively  that  the 
cooling  capacity  of  the  large  boiler  is  inferior 
to  that  of  No.  10,  especially  when  the  fact  is 
considered  that  the  carbon  dioxide  for  boiler 
No.  10  is  so  much  lower  than  that  which  pre¬ 
vailed  with  the  other,  which  influence,  of 
course,  is  much  greater  than  that  due  to  differ¬ 
ence  in  steam  tempertaure;  therefore  in  calcu¬ 
lating  the  loss  in  hot  gases  in  Table  No.  1  for 
boiler  No.  10,  the  final  tempertaure  is  taken 


TABLE  NO.  3. 

RESULTS  OF  THREE  TESTS  ON  IMPROVED  BOILER  NO.  10  IN 
PLANT  OF  CEDAR  RAPIDS  &  IOWA  CITY  RAIL¬ 
WAY  &  LIGHT  COMPANY. 


Test  No. — 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Boiler  No . 

Heating  surface  in  sq. 

10 

10 

10 

ft . 

4,000 

4,000 

4,000 

Rated  horsepower  .... 

400 

400 

400 

Grate  surface  in  sq.  ft. 
Date  of  test,  day  of 

72 

72 

72 

July,  1907  . 

Duration  of  test,  hours 

24 

25 

28 

and  minutes  . 

Thickness  of  fire,  in 

10.0 

10.0 

4.1 

inches  . 

Steam  pressure,  aver¬ 
age  lbs.  gauge  press- 

6.6 

6.625 

5.875 

ure  . 

Draft,  average  at  fire 

122.6 

125.3 

127.3 

in  inches  of  water.. 
Draft,  average  at  base 
of  chimney  in  inches 

0.214 

0.262 

0.203 

of  water  . 

0.65 

0.725 

CO2,  average  per  cent. 
Flue  temperature,  aver- 

6.96 

7.60 

6.92 

age  deg.  F . 

Heat  lost  in  hot  gases 

537.8 

525.5 

562.8 

per  cent  . 

Temperature  in  boiler 

24.34 

22.00 

25.99 

room,  deg.  F . 

85 

85 

80 

STOKER  WATER 

Total  pounds  of  water 
passing  through  wa- 

BACK. 

ter  back  . 

Average  temperature  of 
water  entering,  deg. 

108,000 

108,000 

43,380 

F . 

Average  temperature  of 

79 

79 

79 

water  leaving  . 

Total  B.  t.  u.  carried 

108 

108 

108 

away  by  water  ....3,132,000 
Heat  loss  in  water  back, 

3,132,000 

1,258,020 

per  cent  . 

Total  pounds  of  moist 

0.99 

COAL. 

0.94 

0.99 

coal  fed  . 

Per  hour,  average  lbs. 

29,600 

32,200 

12,003 

fed  . 

Per  hour,  average  dry 

2,960.0 

3,220.0 

2,988.3 

lbs.  fed  . 

Analysis: 

Moist  Coal — 

2,537.9 

2,749.5 

2,624.0 

Moisture  . 

14.26 

14.61 

12.19 

Ash  . 

11.51 

12.54 

13.47 

B.  t.  u . 

Dry  Coal — 

10,606 

10,332 

10,538 

Ash  . 

13.43 

14.69 

15.34 

B.  t.  u . 

12,371 

12,100 

12,001 

Test  of  size  in  screens 
having  round  perfor¬ 
ations,  percentages — 
Over.  Through. 


1/32 . 

4.52 

4.20 

5.50 

1/32  1/16 . 

4.27 

3.22 

3.63 

1/16  3/32 . 

3.20 

2.70 

2.76 

3/32  1/8  . 

2.20 

2.23 

2.76 

1/8  1/4  . 

11.67 

11.12 

12.22 

1/4  3/8  . 

8.70 

10.50 

8.52 

3/8  1/2  . 

9.85 

10.45 

6.54 

1/2  3/4  . 

17.60 

20.82 

17.20 

3/4  1-1/4  . 

27.60 

25.74 

30.05 

1-1/4  . 

10.39 

9.02 

10.82 

Total  lbs.  discharged 
during  test  . 

REFUSE. 

6,325.4 

6,877.1 

2,060.6 

Analysis: 

Ash  . 

59.22 

45.76 

70.27 

(  arbon  . 

40.78 

54.24 

29.73 

Total  pounds  of  carbon 
lost  in  refuse  . 

2,579.5 

3,730.1 

612.6 

B.  t.  u.  per  pounds  of 
carbon  lost  in  refuse 

14,500 

14,500 

14,500 

Heat  loss  in  refuse, 
per  cent  . 

11.91 

16.26 

7.02 

Total  pounds  as  fed.  . 

WATER. 

170,830.0 

177,119.8 

73,174.6 

Temperature  as  fed, 
deg.  F . 

91.1 

106.95 

90.5 

Factor  of  evaporation. 

1.1702 

1.1540 

1.1650 

Total  equivalent  poiunds 
evaporated  from  and 
at  212  deg.  F . 199,905.2 

204,396.2 

85,248.4 

Per  hour  average 
equivalent  lbs.  evap¬ 
orated  from  and  at 
212  deg.  F . 

19,990.5 

20,439.6 

21,223.6 

HORSEPOWER,  EVAPORATION  PER  POUND  OF  COAL 

AND  EFFI- 

Rated  horsepower  .... 

CIENCY. 

400 

400 

400 

Horsepower  developed. 

579.4 

592.4 

615.1 

Percentage  developed 
to  that  of  rated 
horsepower  . 

144.8 

148.1 

153.8 

Square  feet  of  heating 
surface  per  horse¬ 
power  developed.... 

6.90 

G.75 

6.50 

Pounds  of  water  evap¬ 
orated  from  and  at 
212  deg.  F.  per  lb. 
of  coal  fed,  corrected 
for  loss  in  water  back 

6.820 

6.407 

7.173 

Efficiency  based  on  coal 
as  fed,  corrected  for 
loss  in  water  back. . 

62.09  * 

59.88 

65.73 

as  525.5,  the  average  in  test  No.  2,  and  the  loss 
for  Fisk  street  boilers  is  based  on  a  final  tem¬ 
perature  of  570.6,  wtih  9.52  per  cent  carbon 
dioxide.  The  calculations  are  both  based  upon 


a  coal  composition  represented  by  that  in  the 
first  section  of  the  appendix. 

Carbon  Loss  in  Refuse. 

This  loss  for  Fisk  street  station  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  collecting  samples  of  refuse,  which 
were  analyzed,  as  was  also  the  coal  which' pro¬ 
duced  the  refuse,  and  the  amount  of  heat  loss 
was  determined  by  comparing  the  heat  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  carbon  in  the  refuse  to  the  total 
supplied  to  the  stoker  during  the  period,  and 
tests  were  made  by  sampling  refuse  from  the 
entire  station,  there  being  some  thirteen  expe¬ 
riments  in  all.  The  analysis  based  on  the 
samples  from  the  entire  station  showed  a  heat 
loss  by  carbon  in  refuse  of  1.94  per  cent,  which 
seems  to  be  representative  of  regular  working 
conditions.  Those  tests,  however,  which  were 
made  on  single  boilers,  wherein  attention  was 
given  to  the  apparatus  during  the  entire  period 
of  experiment,  the  loss  proved  to  be  2.67  per 
cent,  and  this  appears  to  be  the  representative 
value  which  should  be  used  for  the  Fisk  street 
boilers,  inasmuch  as, other  data  employed  was 
produced  under  similar  conditions.  Therefore, 
this  figure  was  used  in  connection  with  the 
efficiency  of  65.65,  loss  in  hot  gases  of  19.96 
and  radiation  of  1.86,  the  sum  of  which  is  90.14 
per  cent,  leaving  9.86  per  cent  of  the  heat  not 
accounted  for,  or  in  other  words,  lost  in  smoke. 

In  tests  No.  2  of  improved  boiler  No.  10,  the 
heat  losses  by  radiation  and  that  unaccounted 
for  as  obtained  by  difference,  is  1.86  per  cent, 
and  inasmuch  as  no  separation  of  these  losses 
was  feasible,  no  attempt  was  made  to  do  so, 
therefore  this  figure  stands  as  representing 
these  combined  losses  for  boiler  No.  10,  which 
may  be  g.  little  high  for  radiation  alone.  These 
losses  for  the  Fisk  street  boilers  obtained  in 
the  same  manner,  or,  in  other  words,  by  differ¬ 
ence,  is  11.72  per  cent,  and  it  is  here  necessary 
to  make  a  separation  between  the  two;  there¬ 
fore,  assuming  the  radiation  to  be  1.86  per  cent 
for  the  Fisk  street  boilers,  the  same  as  that 
allotted  to  both  radiation  and  unaccounted  for, 
for  boiler  No.  10,  leaves  a  difference  of  9.86 
per  cent  lost  in  escaping  hydrocarbons  and 
smoke  for  the  Fisk  street  boilers. 

The  stoker  water  backs  at  Fisk  street  are 
connected  with  the  boilers,  so  that  all  heat 
which  is  absorbed  by  them  is  actually  employed 
in  making  steam.  In  the  case  of  boiler  No. 
10,  however,  the  water  back  was  detached  from 
the  boiler,  beine  supplied  from  an  independent 
source  with  discharge  to  a. hot  well:  therefore 
for  results  to  be  comparable  required  that  a 
correction  be  made  for  the  water  flowing 
through  the  water  back,  which  was  done  bv 
measuring  its  initial  and  final  temperature  and 
the  rate  at  which  it  flowed,  the  result  from  one 
test  being  applied  to  tests  Nos.  1,  2  and  3. 


Dust  Caused  Disaster. 

Fairmont,  W.  Va..  Tanuary  16. — “I  think  any¬ 
thing  is  practicable  that  will  save  lives  and  the 
destruction  of  property.”  said  Inspector  Earl 
Henrv.  of  the  Fourth  West  Virginia  district,  on 
the  stand  in  the  Monongah  investigation  Satur¬ 
day.  Henrv  had  ioined  with  the  other  inspectors 
in  making  a  report  to  Chief  Paul,  in  which  their 
opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  explosion  was 
given. 

These  inspectors  attributed  the  explosion  to  ac¬ 
cumulations  of  coal  dust  in  the  mines  and  on  the 
stand  Henry  stated  that  not  only  the  haulwavs 
and  air  courses  should  be  well  watered  to  lav 
the  dust,  but  the  rooms  and  working  places  as 
well.  He  suggested  that  in  future  it  would  be 
well  to  do  this,  and  when  asked  if  this  would 
be  practicable,  he  gave  the  above  replv. 

The  West  Virginia  inspectors  who  testified 
Saturday  were  Mr.  Henry.  J.  A.  Straghan.  Jas. 
G.  Boyd,  John  Philipps,  D.  R.  Philipps,  E.  V. 
BVrne  and  Frank  Parsons. 

Most  of  them  suggested  a  sprinkling  system 
for  mine  rooms  and  several  suggested  that  mines 
be  piped  with  water  for  this  purpose  or  watered 
by  means  of  electric  pumps  and  hose. 

This  latter  system  is  in  use  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  mines  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Company  and 
the  inspectors  had  seen  it  in  operation. 


The  production  of  bituminous  coal  in  the 
state  of  Ohio  for  the  year  just  closed  is  said 
to  have  aggregated  over  $30,000,000. 
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Cause  of  the  Disaster  at  Monongah. 


In  a  letter  to  Hon.  Jas.  W.  Paul,  chief  inspec¬ 
tor  of  mines,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  George  Harri¬ 
son,  chief  inspector  of  mines,  gives  his  views  con¬ 
cerning  the  disaster  at  the  Monongah  mine. 
The  letter  follows : 

“On  the  16th  inst.,  following  thq  mine  ex¬ 
plosion  at  the  Monongah  mines,  which  took 
place  on  the  6th,  and  the  removal  of  the  most 
of  the  bodies  of  the  unfortunate  victims,  we 
started  an  inspection  of  those  mines  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  all  that  we  could  as  to  the  causes 
leading  to  such  a  fearful  calamity,  and  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  your  desire,  we  herewith  submit  to  you 
our  observations  and  conclusions  on  the  matter : 

“Both  mines  were  indisputably  equipped  with 
modern  fans  and  machinery  capable  of  producing 
more  than  double  the  amount  of  air  current  nec¬ 
essary  to  make  all  parts  of  the  mines  perfectly 
safe  from  a  standpoint  of  ventilation,  but  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  general  destruction,  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  wreckage  and  falls  of  roof,  it  was  prac¬ 
tically  impossible  to  decide  whether  on  the  day 
of  the  explosion,  and  prior  to  that,  the  ventilat¬ 
ing  current  was  properly  conducted  and  distrib¬ 
uted  through  the  inner  chambers  of  the  mines 
and  the  old  abandoned  workings  where  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  greatest  danger  are  usually  lurking. 

“In  a  number  of  instances  we  noted  that  work¬ 
ing  places,  both  rooms  and  headings,  especially 
in  No.  8  mine,  were  driven  long  distances  be¬ 
yond  what  is  known  as  the  eighty-foot  limit 
between  the  breakthroughs.  We  understood  also 
that  the  mines  were  not  in  operation  the  day 
previous  to  the  explosion. 

“It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  in  the  quiet 
of  the  mine,  especially  if  the  barometer  were 
low  and  weather  conditions  favorable,  gas  would 
generate  and  ascend  to  the  highest  and  most  fav¬ 
orable  noints,  and  would  remain  there  until  dis¬ 
turbed  bv  the  action  of  moving  bodies  and  diluted 
bv  a  mixture  of  common  air. 

“About  the  time  of  the  explosion,  it  is  said, 
a  trin  of  fifteen  loaded  mine  cars,  liberated  bv 
the  breaking  of  an  iron  coupling  pin,  ran  back 
1,200  feet  on  an  eight  per  cent  down  grade,  and 
wrecked  at  the  bottom  of  the  No.  6  slope,  tearing 
down  the  electric  wires  and  causing  a  short  cir¬ 
cuit,  instantly  throwing  out  the  circuit  breaker. 

“We  made  a  verv  close  inspection  of  this 
wrecked  trip,  and  of  its  surroundings,  and  failed 
to  find  anv  evidences  of  fire  or  of  any  justifica¬ 
tion  for  the  belief  that  the  explosion  originated 
at  that  point,  or  by  contact  of  the  electric  wires. 
Had  the  explosion  started  there,  it  would  have 
been  demonstrated  by  a  wreckage  at  the  outer 
end  of  the  No.  6  slope,  being  close  to  the  mouth 
of  the  opening,  and  by  far  the  point  of  least  re¬ 
sistance.  There  was  no  evidence  of  force  be¬ 
tween  the  outer  end  of  the  wrecked  trio  and  the 
mouth  of  tb»  slope,  as  three  men  were  found  dead 
in  a  tool  shantv  close  to  the  outer  end  of  the 
wreck,  without  bearing  any  marks  of  violence. 

“If  the  runaway  trip  occurred  just  previous 
to  the  explosion,  which  seems  to  be  the  general 
statement  of  those  present,  then  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saving  that  it  may  have  plaved 
an  important  part  in  making  the  explosion  pos¬ 
sible.  Tt  can  well  be  imagined  how  fifteen  loaded 
cars,  weighing  four  or  five  tons  each,  running 
uncontrolled  1,200  feet  down  an  eight  per  cent 
grade  into  a  mine  opening,  which  was  the 
inlet  of  air.  would  cause  such  an  extremely 
abnormal  force  as  to  raise  the  dust  in  the 
air  and  dislodge  the  latent  gases  in  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  old  workings  in  all  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  mine,  and  drive  these  elements 
of  danger  on  the  open  lamps  of  the  miners 
in  their  working  places.  It  is  evident,  too, 
from  the  report  on  the  fire  bosses’  bulletin 
board  at  the  mouth  of  No.  6  mine,  that  traces 
of  gas  were  found  in  several  places  on  the 
morning  of  the  explosion,  but  during  our  whole 
investigation  we  found  very  few  traces  of  gas 
in  either  mine. 

_  “If  the  runaway  trip  and  the  explosion  were 
simultaneous,  the  wreck  almost  blocking  the  No. 
6  opening,  might  have  prevented  the  destruction 
of  the  main  opening,  but  as  at  No.  8  mine,  the 
force  of  the  explosion  could  have  found  relief 
in  a  destruction  of  the  return  airway  and  the  No. 
6  fan,  which  remained  intact,  only  slightly  dis¬ 


arranging  the  fan  house  by  the  concussion.  Re¬ 
membering  that  there  is  a  gradual  rise  of  the 
coal  vein  from  the  No.  6  to  No.  8  mine,  and 
that  the  elevation  at  No.  8  mine  is  said  to  be 
about  50  feet,  it  is  but  natural  to  assume  that 
any  light  gases  and  fine  dust  disturbed  by  heavy 
falls  of  roof  or  high-speed  haulage  systems  would 
drift  in  the  direction  of  No.  8  workings  and 
lodge  at  the  highest  available  points  in  every 
part  of  the  mine. 

“The  interior  of  each  mine  is  reached  and  de¬ 
veloped  by  seven  (7)  parallel  main  headings  run¬ 
ning  west,  the  distance  between  the  two  sets  of 
headings  being  about  4,000  feet,  and  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  two  mines  made  by  three  paral¬ 
lel  north  and  south  headings.  The  connection 
is  said  to  have  been  closed  by  stoppings  and 
doors,  each  mine  having  an  independent  system 
of  ventilation. 

“Notwithstanding  that  every  person  in  No.  6 
mine  was  lost,  the  terrible  fierceness  and  de¬ 
structiveness  of  the  explosion  is  much  more  ap¬ 
parent  in  No.  8  than  in  No.  6  mine,  the  greatest 
force  coming  from  the  inner  workings  and  lead¬ 
ing  outward,  increasing  in  force  and  volume  as 
it  swept  the  dust-laden  heading  leading  to  the 
No.  8  opening. 

“We  noticed  many  evidences  of  great  want  of 
skill  or  practical  experience  in  the  locating  and 
drilling  of  holes,  as  well  as  to  the  want  of  judg¬ 
ment  in  their  use.  and  in  many  instances  the  very 
excessive  use  of  blasting  powder,  and  in  two 
particular  instances  blown-out  sho.ts  were  found 
where  all  the  surroundings  would  justify  the 
opinion  that  an  explosion  had  taken  place  at 
both  points,  namely :  A  point  known  as  No.  1 
right  air  course  to  main  west  heading.  In  the 
face  of  this  heading  a  seven-foot  cut  was  made 
in  the  coal  and  one  blast  had  been  fired,  the 
hole  having  been  drilled  very  high  and  pointing 
upward,  the  blast  blowing  off  a  portion  of  the 
coal,  leaving  two  feet  of  the  hole  and  failing  to 
break  down  the  coal  which  it  was  intended  to 
remove.  The  coal  from  the  blast  was  thrown 
back  a  distance  of  25  or  30  feet,  and  the  coal 
charred  and  much  dust  in  evidence  around  the 
face  of  the  heading,  as  if  an  explosion  had  taken 
place.  There  was  an  entire  absence  of  any  sign 
of  any  one  having  been  in  the  place  after  the 
blast.  The  miner’s  tools  were  laying  in  the 
break-through  leading  to  the  parallel  heading 
about  25  feet  back,  just  as  if  they  had  been  placed 
there  by  the  person  for  safety  while  firing  the 
blast.  The  heavy  iron  track  rails,  with  parting 
through  the  break-through,  were  twisted  and  torn 
and  thrown  outward  for  12  or  14  feet,  and  the 
body  of  the  miner  who  had  evidently  been  in  the 
break-through  waiting  for  the  blast,  was  scat¬ 
tered  around  in  the  break-through  to  the  parallel 
entry  and  outside  of  the  break-through  in  a  dozen 
or  more  pieces,  and  had  been  overlooked  by  the 
exploring  party  one  week  previous  when  thev 
found  a  body  of  a  man  in  the  face  of  the  paral¬ 
lel  heading  twentv-five  feet  inside  of  the  break¬ 
through,  who  had  been  shielded  from  the  force 
but  died  from  concussion  or  after-damp.  All  in¬ 
dications  were  that  the  force  was  outward  from 
the  face  of  the  heading,  where  the  blast  had  taken 
place. 

“Another  blown-out  shot  had  occurred  in  room 
31  of  second  right  off  first  south  heading.  The 
hole  was  drilled  towards  and  bearing  on  the  le-ft 
rib  of  the  room.  The  front  of  the  coal  was 
blown  off,  but  three  feet  nine  inches  of  the  hole 
remaining.  The  coal  was  somewhat  charred  on 
the  side  of  the  room  near  the  outer  end  of 
the  drill  hole.  The  coal  from  the  blast  was 
slashed  against  the  pillar  opposite  the  neck  of 
the  room  twenty-two  feet  back,  and  coal  on  pillar 
greatly  charred,  showing  signs  of  fire  from  ex¬ 
plosion.  On  the  same  heading  at  27-room  neck, 
a  five-ton  gathering  motor  and  a  number  of 
empty  cars  were  thrown  across  the  track  and 
piled  up  by  the  force  of  the  explosion,  which 
was  strongly  in  an  outward  direction.  The 
motor  and  cars  supposed  to  have  been  going  in 
at  the  time  undoubtedly  met  the  force  of  this 
explosion. 

“The  above  are  only  two  out  of  a  number  of 
instances  showing  that  blown-out  shots  are  of 
rather  a  common  occurrence,  and  that  life  and 


property  are  always  in  danger  under  such  con¬ 
ditions  and  circumstances.  There  will  no  doubt 
be  many  theories  as  to  the  causes  of  the  explo¬ 
sion,  all  more  or  less  sustained  by  facts,  but  none 
left  to  tell  the  tale  or  to  give  any  reliable  in¬ 
formation  as  to  the  conditions  of  the  mines  or 
defects  of  the  ventilation  in  the  inner  working 
places,  or  the  dangers  that  existed  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  explosion  resulting  from  roof  falls 
or  other  causes  during  the  previous  day  when  all 
.work  in  the  mine  was  suspended.  It  is  more  than 
doubtful  if  ever  the  real  or  original  cause  will 
be  known. 

“It  is  our  opinion  that  the  explosion  may  have 
occurred  in  either  mine,  and  could  have  been 
caused  by  a  miner’s  lamp  coming  in  contact  with 
gas,  or  by  a  blown-out  shot  raising  and  ignit¬ 
ing  the  dust,  but  the  effect  of  the  greatest  force 
is  most  visible  at  the  head  of  the  leading  head¬ 
ing  on  the  No.  8  side.  At  a  point  near  the  con¬ 
nection  of  the  two  mines  there  had  been  a  whirl¬ 
wind  of  force 'and  destruction,  and  a  division  of 
the  force  is  evident,  going  both  towards  No.  6 
and  No.  8  territory,  increasing  in  volume  by  a 
series  of  new  explosions  or  reinforcements  fed 
by  great  accumulations  of  coal  dust  spreading  de¬ 
struction  in  every  part  of  the  mine,  unless  where 
its  force  was  diminished  by  the  presence  of  water 
or  dampness,  or  the  absence  of  coal  dust. 

“Whatever  may  be  the  conclusions  of  theor¬ 
ists  and  experts.,  suffice  it  to  say  that  from  a 
practical  standpoint,  at  the  time  of  these  explo¬ 
sions,  both  in  W.  Va.,  and  in  other  states,  or 
wherever  they  may  occur,  they  cannot  occur 
except  where  there  is  an  accumulation  of  these 
destructive  elements  sufficient  to  cause  such  ap¬ 
palling  results  and  a  favorable  opportunity  for 
setting  them  in.  motion.  In  olden  times,’ such 
awful  catastrophies  were  looked  upon  as  a  visita¬ 
tion  of  the  vengeance  of  a  Supreme  Power,  and 
yet  some  people  even  at  this  day  say  they  are 
unavoidable.  Tt  is  impossible  for  such  things  to 
occur  if  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  accumulat¬ 
ing  dangers  is  possessed  bv  those  in  authority 
looking  after  the  inside  of  mines,  and  they  exer¬ 
cise  the  necessary  diligence  to  steer  clear  of  that 
fatal  point  of  daneer.  if  the  necessarv  facilities 
are  provided  for  doing  so. 

“We  feel  that  the  sacrifice  of  over  600  lives 
by  mine  explosions  in  Pennsvlvania,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Alabama,  during  the  present  month, 
ought  to  stir  the  moral  sensibilities  and  teach  a 
never-to-be-forgotten  lesson  to  those  connected 
with  mines,  prompting  every  possible  precaution 
against  .such  calamities.  We  are  not  disposed 
to  criticise,  and  particularly  not  in  an  unfriendly 
way,  but  we  are  not  clear  as  to  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  system  of  driving  seven 
parallel  main  headings.  It  is  clear,  however,  from 
what  we  have  all  seen,  that  in  the  Monongah 
case  they  acted  as  storage  chambers  for  mine 
dust,  which  we  consider  is  one  of  the  greatest 
sources  of  danger  at  those  mines.  The  great 
evil  of  connecting  mining  properties  is  also  for¬ 
cibly  presented  in  this  case  by  doubling  the  num¬ 
ber  of  dead.  In  the  annual  report  issued  by  this 
department  in  1904,  we  wrote  a  rather  strong 
comment  against  the  dangers  and  evils  incident 
to.  the  connecting  of  mining  properties,  and  closed 
with  the  following  paragraph : 

‘“We  fear,  that  if  there  is  not  some  check 
in  this  direction,  and  more  care  exercised  about 
the  connection  of  mining  properties,  that  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  subject  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  people  in  such  a  serious  aspect 
that  a  prohibito'ry  law  will  be  enacted.’ 

“Close  observation  and  striking  recent  events 
justify,  a  further  prediction  that  if  the  general 
conditions  of  operating  mines  in  the  various 
states  is  not  soon  covered  by  adequate  federal 
laws  that  the  sacrifice  of  human  life  in  the  mines 
has  merely  just  begun. 

“In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  our  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  favors  and  many  kind  courte¬ 
sies  extended  to  us  by  yourself  and  your  as¬ 
sistants  while  at  Monongah. 

Very  truly  yours.  (Signed)  George  Harrison, 
chief  inspector  of  mines ;  Ebenezer  Jones,  inspec¬ 
tor  Fourth  district;  W.  H.  Turner,  inspector 
Fifth  district;  W.  H.  Miller,  inspector  Seventh 
district. 
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New  York  Trade. 


New  Orders  for  Anthracite  Scarce— Bitu¬ 
minous  Production  Heavily  Cur¬ 
tailed,  With  Demand  Limited. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Mew  York,  January  16. 

The  anthracite  market  is  very  quiet.  Owing 
to  the  unseasonable  weather  throughout  almost 
the  entire  each  and  Atlantic  seaboard,  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  coal  has  been  curtailed  so  much 
that  very  little  new  business  is  developing. 
This  temporary  lull  is  giving  the  companies  a 
chance  to  fill  many  of  the  orders  already  on 
their  books. 

As  the  anthracite  trade  suffers  mostly  from 
weather  conditions,  operators  and  dealers  are 
following  the  weather  figures  closely  and  are 
taking  comfort  in  the  fact  that  the  real  winter 
season  last  year  did  not  set  in  until  well  to¬ 
ward  the  latter  part  of  January.  So  far,  this 
January  has  been  warmer  than  for  the  same 
days  last  January. 

Retailers  report  business  as  being  quiet, 
consumers  buying  only  small  quantities  of 
coal  from  week  to  week.  Dealers  are  believed 
to  have  diminished  their  stocks  very  much  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  two  or  three  months,  so  that  they 
will  be  in  need  of  considerable  coal  as  soon  as 
weather  conditions  necessitate  a  heavy  con¬ 
sumption.  It  is  argued  that  since  the  money 
panic  many  of  them  have  not  thought  it  advis¬ 
able  to  buy  heavily  unless  weather  conditions 
were  more  severe,  preferring  to  take  their 
chances  of  getting  cargoes  promptly  when  the 
time  of  need  comes  than  to  make  obligations 
which  they  might  be  pushed  to  meet  in  case 
they  found  their  sale  slow. 

Some  of  the  companies  who  do  a  .heavy  busi¬ 
ness  to  the  various  lake  points  have  been  very 
busy  since  December  15,  or  the  close  of  lake 
navigation,  taking  care  of  their  line  and  tide¬ 
water  trade,  which  they  neglected  when  they 
were  using  every  ton  of  coal  available  to  fin¬ 
ish  up  their  lake  orders.  These  companies  are 
still  busy  finishing  up  their  line  and  tidewater 
orders,  so  that,  up  to  the  moment,  the  tem¬ 
porary  lull  in  new  business  has  not  been  felt 
by  them.  These  companies  still  have  plenty 
of  orders  on  their  books  to  carry  them  over 
into  February  should  no  new  business  develop. 

Line  trade  shows  very  little  change  from  last 
week.  Cars  are  plentiful,  and  deliveries  are  be¬ 
ing  made  promptly.  In  some  few  sections 
some  dealers  are  asking  that  shipments  to 
them  on  contract  be  decreased  or  held  back 
until  a  change  in  weather  occurs. 

Some  of  the  companies  are  still  keeping  all 
their  boats  busy  in  tidewater  business,  still 
having  a  lot  of  orders  for  the  tidewater  ports 
unfilled.  While  we  are  having  some  bad  weath¬ 
er  each  week,  and  many  vessels  are  suffering 
thereby,  most  of  the  boats  used  in  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  anthracite  having  been  making 
their  trips  without  much  delay  or  serious  mis¬ 
haps.  Many  individual  owners  of  boats  are 
finding  so  few  charters  and  rate  so  low  that 
they  are  tying  up  their  boats. 

Since  the  first  week  in  the  month  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  anthracite  has  been  at  the  schedule 
which  made  1907  the  record  year.  That  is,  the 
collieries  are  being  worked  full,  and  the  ton¬ 
nage  being  produced  is  large  for  this  season. 
While  there  was  some  snow  in  the  regions  last 
week,  the  fall  was  not  heavy  enough  to  cripple 
operations.  We  hear  of  considerable  com¬ 
ment  as  to  the  necessity  of  changing  the  sizes 
of  anthracite,  so  as  to  conform  with  the  chang¬ 
ing  wants  of  consumers.  The  past  few  months 
egg  coal  has  not  been  in  such  demand  as  oper¬ 
ators  would  like,  while  the  companies  cannot 
begin  to  fill  the  demand  for  stove  and  chestnut, 
the  latter  especially  being  the  popular  size. 
There  is  some  talk  that  the  companies  may  be 
forced  to  put  pea  coal  in  the  domestic  list,  so 
heavy  has  grown  the  demand  for  this  size. 
Whatever  changes  will  be  made  in  the  sizes 
will  hardly  occur  before  the  beginning  of  the 
new  coal  year,  but  in  the  meantime  operators 
are  studying  out  some  plan  whereby  all  their 
product  can  be  utilized. 

Steam  sizes  are  active,  excepting  rice  and 
barley,  the  full  circular  prices  being  obtained 


in  most  instances.  It  is  understood  that  the 
smaller  of  the  steam  sizes  will  be  scarcer  this 
year  than  heretofore,  owing  to  the  increased 
use  of  these  sizes  by  the  roads  for  fuel  pur¬ 
poses.  Some  of  the  coal-carrying  roads  are 
said  to  be  equipping  every  one  of  their  en¬ 
gines  as  they  go  into  the  shops  with  anthra¬ 
cite  burners.  If  this  practice  becomes  general 
these  sizes  may  be  exhausted. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

In  the  bituminous  market  no  improvement 
is  noted  since  last  week.  While  one  hears  of 
industries  resuming,  money  becoming  easier, 
etc.,  these  conditions  have  not  yet  been  re¬ 
flected  on  the  coal  market.  New  business  is 
not  developing,  while  coal  keeps  accumulating 
at  the  tidewater  ports  and  railway  junction 
points,  with  sacrifice  sales  being  made  every 
day  by  shippers  who  have  coal  on  demurrage. 
We  hear  of  numbers  of  sales  of  fair  grades  of 
coal  which  brought  only  enough  to  pay  the 
freight  and  demurrage  charges,  leaving  noth¬ 
ing  for  the  shipper.  In  New  York  harbor  some 
lots  of  coal  were  offered  during  the  week  as 
low  as  $2.10,  which  means  about  55  cents  at 
the  mines.  Good  grades  of  steam  coal  are  of¬ 
fered  freely  at  $2.30  and  $2.40,  with  few  takers, 
while  fancy  grades  can  be  bought  around  $2.50 
and  $2.60. 

Many  dealers  and  operators,  who  have  con¬ 
tracts  which  are  calling  for  coal  now,  are  very 
much  embarrassed  by  the  slow  schedule  that 
coal  is  making  from  mines  to  tide.  We  hear 
of  shipments  of  coal  from  fifteen  to  thirty  days 
en  route,  and  this  delay  is  causing  no  end  of 
trouble  to  shippers  who  have  boats  waiting  at 
the  ports  for  cargoes.  Just  why  the  roads 
should  be  so  slow  when  they  are  not  hampered 
by  bad  weather  or  heavy  traffic  of  other  kinds 
is  not  explained. 

We  hear,  this  week,  of  further  reductions  in 
the  output  of  coal  at  the  mines.  In  the  West 
Virginia  fields,  it  is  believed  that  not  more  than 
three  out  of  every  five  collieries  are  being 
worked,  and  many  of  these  are  not  on  full 
time.  In  the  Pennsylvania  fields  many  of  the 
individual  miners  are  closed  down,  while  the 
larger  companies  are  not  producing  more  than 
half  of  their  normal  output.  Many  shippers 
are  still  embargoed,  so  that  they  could  bring 
coal  to  market  if  they  wanted  to,  while  on  the 
other  hand  we  find  shippers  who  have  con¬ 
tracts  calling  for  coal,  and  who  have  boats  in 
waiting,  suffering  from  embargoes  also. 

At  the  lower  ports  there  is  considerable  coal 
waiting  for  boats.  There  is  still  some  coal  to 
be  loaded  at  these  ports  for  navy  purposes,  as 
bottoms,  chartered  for  this  business,  are  not 
arriving  promptly.  While  new  export  orders 
are  few,  considerable  coal  is  moving  forward 
on  old  orders,  this  trade  not  being  affected  by 
cancellations. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  all-rail  trade, 
and  those  shippers  who  were  so  improvident 
as  to  send  forward  coal  without  orders  are  now 
suffering  for  it.  Considerable  coal  has  been 
sacrificed  the  past  few  weeks  belonging  to 
shippers  who  sent  cars  forward  hoping  to  find 
a  sale  for  it  before  it  reached  the  demurrage 
stage. 

New  England  trade  is  unchanged.  This 
business  made  such  a  lightning  change  from 
good  to  bad  that  many  shippers  were  caught 
with  cargoes,  and  the  various  ports  along  the 
sound  and  along  the  eastern  coast  are  still 
congested  with  cargoes  which  cannot  be 
moved.  Last  week  we  told  of  the  congestion 
at  Providence.  We  are  informed  this  week 
that  there  is  now  afloat  in  that  port  some  100,- 
000  tons  of  bituminous,  half  of  which  is  now  ac¬ 
cumulating  demurrage  charges.  The  Boston 
situation  is  about  as  bad. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  flat.  Considerable 
coal  is  at  the  ports,  and  is  being  offered  at  the 
range  of  prices  quoted  above. 

The  vessel  market  has  suffered  with  the  coal 
market.  Boat  owners  who  heretofore  have 
never  been  known  to  solicit  charters  are  now 
scouring  the  trade  to  get  business.  Some  own¬ 
ers  are  tying  some  of  their  boats  up,  finding  it 
impossible  to  operate  them  profitably  at  the 
low  rates  offered.  Then,  again,  the  weather 
lias  been  stormy  along  the  coast  and  sound,  so 
that  wrecks  and  mishaps  are  of  every-day  oc¬ 


currence.  From  the  Roads  to  Boston  75  cents 
is  about  the  rate.  From  Baltimore  80  cents, 
from  Philadelphia  70  to  75  cents.  From  New 
York  to  Boston,  around  the  cape,  75  cents;  to 
Providence  50  cents;  New  Bedford  60  cents. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Conditions  Are  Bad  as  Reaction  in  Busi¬ 
ness  Reverses  the  Prospects  of 
a  few  Months  Ago. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  January  16.  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  condition  of  the  trade  here  is 
certainly  a  striking  exposition  of  blasted  hopes 
and  expectations.  Weak,  flat,  absolutely  listless; 
and  this  when  every  wiseacre  in  the  coal  business 
had  looked  forward  to  a  winter  of  exceptional 
strength.  The  present  week  is  even  worse  than 
last,  and  there  is  no  chance  of  a  charge  of  per¬ 
jury  when  the  coal  man  swears  “Nothing  doing” 
in  answer  to  a  query  as  to  how  business  is 
progressing. 

Every  coal  man  knows  the  story  in  general, 
for  it  is  almost  universal  in  the  east  and  middle 
west  by  reason  of  the  industrial  depression. 
Steel  mills  are  either  closed  down,  or,  as  in  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  plants  near  here,  are  on  a  cur¬ 
tailed  basis.  Many  manufactories  are  working 
short  time,  and  in  fact  every  agency  at  present 
seems  to  militate  against  coal  activity. 

Local  coal  interests  are  suffering  along  with 
others.  Not  a  few  large  and  small  concerns 
have  received  cancellations  or  cutting  down  or¬ 
ders  on  contracts.  What  a  contrast  to  September 
last.  Then  the  trade  was  so  active  that  many 
coal  companies  were  so  hardened  with  contract 
obligations  that  they  withdrew  from  the  general 
market  entirely.  Everyone  was  predicting  a  busy 
winter,  with  coal  scarce  and  tide  and  car  supply 
very  bad. 

Now,  but  a  few  weeks  after,  cars  are  to  be  had 
in  profusion,  the  seaboard  is  choked  with  coal, 
many  mines  have  temporarily  suspended  opera¬ 
tions,  and  there  is  practically  no  demand  from 
consumers.  Coal  is  therefore  being  sacrificed. 
And  what  of  the  near  future?  Some  are  opti¬ 
mistic,  but  more  are  pessimistic.  And  the  pessi¬ 
mist  seems  to  be  the  best  supplied  with  argument ; 
at  least  for  the  moment. 

Prices  Off  Color. 

Two  months  ago  Georges  Creek  and  some  other 
high  grade  coals,  when  ever  to  be  found  free 
of  contract,  were  gobbled  up  at  $2  and  better. 
Now  there  is  plenty  to  be  had  at  from  $1.60  to 
$1.75.  Good  steam  coals  are  now  readily  avail¬ 
able  from  $1  to  $1.30. 

There  is  one  bright  spot  in  the  situation,  how¬ 
ever.  Coastwise  business,  especially  northward, 
seems  to  hold  up  well  under  the  circumstances. 
The  past  few  weeks  has  seen  a  big  movement 
to  New  England  parts.  The  mills  and  manufac¬ 
turing  plants  of  the  section  are  not  cutting  off 
coal  contracts  as  are  plants  in  some  other  sec¬ 
tions.  To  be  sure,  the  consumer  has  grown  more 
exacting  in  demands,  and  steam  coals  from  cer¬ 
tain  quarters  that  were  beginning  to  cut  quite  a 
figure  in  the  New  England  trade  have  received  a 
temporary  rebuff.  Such  coals  as  Georges  Creek, 
New  River  and  Pocohontas  seem  to  be  monopoliz¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  the  present  movement. 

The  vessel  situation  is  following  the  course  of 
other  events.  There  are  plenty  of  offerings  and 
rates  are  comparatively  low.  This  is  another 
striking  contrast  to  conditions  but  a  few  weeks 
back. 

Notes  of  Interest. 

Luther  F.  Warner,  sixty-nine  years  old,  a  well 
known  figure  in  the  retail  coal  business  here 
for  forty  years,  died  this  week  of  apoplexy. 

A  move  has  been  started  to  have  the  city  coun¬ 
cil  name  six  coal  inspectors  to  guard  consumers 
against  short  weight.  Coal  dealers  here,  as  a 
rule,  do  not  object  to  any  legitimate  inspection, 
and  would  be  glad  to  land  in  jail  some  drivers 
who  manage  to  shorten  weight  between  the  load¬ 
ing  points  and  places  of  intended  delivery. 

The  West  Virginia  Mining  Association  has 
formed  a  permanent  organization  representing 
sixty  operating  interests.  The  association  is  urg¬ 
ing  government  investigation  of  the  causes  of 
recent  mine  disasters  so  that  remedies  may  be 
applied.  Ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  is  also 
pledged  for  private  research  along  the  same 
line. 
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Buffalo  Market. 


Business  Conditions  Improve  and  the  De¬ 
mand  for  Coal  Is  Stronger 
in  Consequence. 


Buffalo,  January  16. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Dealers  in  anthracite  report  substantial 
increase  in  business  for  the  past  week,  and  a 
general  improvement  is  felt  in  the  condition  of 
the  market.  With  the  snappy  weather  now  pre¬ 
vailing  comes  an  increase  in  the  number  of  or¬ 
ders  and  dealers  are  of  the  opinion  that,' if  the 
low  temperature  continues,  business  for  the  pres¬ 
ent  month  will  exceed  that  of  January,  1907, 
notwithstanding  the  dullness  which  prevailed 
earlier  in  the  month.  The  latter  has  been,  in  a 
large  measure,  attributed  to  the  stringency  in  the 
financial  market.  The  present  improvement  is 
looked  upon  as  an  indication  of  a  speedy  return 
to  normal  conditions. 

Shipments  by  rail  have  increased,  as  the  new 
orders  have  been  received.  There  are  also  many 
old  orders,  held  up  for  various  reasons,  upon 
which  shipments  are  being  resumed.  There  is  a 
fair  supply  of  cars  and  this  indicates  that  the 
eastern  trade  is  being  caught  up  more  closely 
than  has  been  the  case  for  some  months  back. 

The  retail  trade  is  unusually  lively.  There  is 
the  usual  cry  for  more  chestnut,  and  pea  coal  is 
also  in  insufficient  supply  to  meet'  the  demand. 
There  is,  however,  an  ample  supply  of  the 
larger  sizes.  Of  course  the  shortage  of  the 
smaller  sizes  has  not  reached  the  point  where 
the  trade  cannot  be  supplied  in  a  fashion,  though 
with  a  more  generous  allowance  available  busL 
ness  would  be  more  brisk. 

On  Monday  of  this  week  the  Lackawanna  Steel 
plant,  which  has  been  practically  idle  for  some 
weeks,  resumed  operations  on  quite  an  extensive 
scale,  putting  2,000  men  back  to  work.  It  is  con¬ 
fidently  predicted  by  the  management  that,  al¬ 
though  the  resumption  is  made  simply  to"  clean 
up  an  amount  of  work  which  has  accumulated, 
that  there  is  good  evidence  that  enough  new 
orders  will  be  forthcoming  to  continue  the  men 
now  at  work  and  possibly  to  increase  the  force 
to  a  normal  quota  within  a  few  months. 

Bituminous  Market. 

With  the  bituminous  dealers  the  situation  has 
shown  no  improvement.  Not  only  has  the  output 
of  the  mines  been  small,  but  orders  have  been 
along  very  conservative  lines.  Dealers  and  oper¬ 
ators  are,  however,  sanguine  that  the  1st  of 
February  will  see  great  impetus  given  to  the 
trade  by  the  opening  of  industries  which  have 
been  closed  and  the  resumption  of  full  time  by 
those  which  have  been  running  short  handed 
'  and  short  hours.  Operators  in  the  Allegheny 
valley  are  quite  optimistic  and  believe  that  the 
coming  season  is  to  be  a  remarkably  good  one. 


News  in  Brief. 

There  is  the  usual  amount  of  winter  repair 
work  being  done  at  the  various  coal  docks  and 
trestles.  F.  Jasperson,  contracting  engineer  for 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading,  with  headquarters 
in  Philadelphia,  was  in  the  city  this  week  in  con¬ 
nection  with  alterations  and  repairs  being  made 
to  the  company’s  docks  here.  It  is  understood 
that  the  P.  &  R.  will  be  in  better  shape  next  sea¬ 
son  to  take  its  place  as  a  big  factor  in  the  lake 
forwarding  trade  than  ever  before. 

D.  L.  Tuttle,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  was  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  this  week  in  consultation  with  the  home 
office. 


The  entire  plant  of  the  Suffolk  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Boston,  Mass.,  was  destroyed  recently 
by  fire.  The  damage  to  the  company,  includ¬ 
ing  the  entire  stock,  which  was  destroyed,  will 
amount  to  about  $90,000. 


The  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of 
Reading,  Pa.,  held  their  fourth  annual  banquet 
at  the  Imperial  Cafe,  that  city,  a  few  days  ago. 
The  affair  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  ever 
given  by  the  association,  and  all  members  are 
said  to  have  been  in  attendance. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  January  16. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — New  business  is  not  very  brisk  in 
the  anthracite  trade.  While  considerable  coal  is 
still  coming  East  by  tide,  it  is  largely  upon  old 
orders,  some  of  the  companies  just  now  filling 
some  orders  they  have  had  on  their  books  for 
some  time.  The  mild  weather  has  kept  consump¬ 
tion  down,  so  that  retailers  are  selling  but  little 
coal  to  consumers,  so- that  they  are  not  doing 
much  buying  in  a  wholesale  way. 

The  bituminous  situation  is  improved  since  our 
last  report.  In  fact,  in  some  quarters  dealers 
and  operators  report  conditions  even  worse  than 
they  have  been  heretofore.  The  suspension  of  fac¬ 
tories,  the  curtailed  needs  of  the  railroads  and  all 
lines  of  business  generally  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land,  makes  the  situation  very  deplorable.  The 
standard  grades  are  stationary  as  to  price,  unless 
some  cargo  comes  in  for  which  the  contractor  has 
cancelled,  while  there  is  a  very  wide  range  in  the 
prices  asked  for  the  cheaper  grades.  Some  sales  of 
demurrage  coal  are  reported  so  low  that  very  lit¬ 
tle  is  left  for  the  shipper  after  freight  and  demur¬ 
rage  charges  are  paid.  We  hear  of  sales  of  ordinary 
Pennsylvania  coals  which  return  the  mine  only 
55  to  60  edits  a  ton,  while  some  lots  of  demurrage 
coal  at  Mechanicsville  are  reported  to  have  sold 
so  low  that  after  freight  and  demurrage  charges 
were  paid  the  shipper  had  10  cents  a  ton  left. 
Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  therefore  very 
risky  for  a  shipper  to  send  coal  into  this  terri¬ 
tory  for  which  no  sale  has  been  made. 

Vessels  are  so  plentiful  and  charters  so  scarce 
that  many  owners  are  tying  them  up.  From  the 
Roads  to  Boston  70  cents  has  been  the  rate. 
From  Baltimore,  75  to  80  cents ;  from  Philadel¬ 
phia,  70  to  75  cents.  To  sound  ports  owners  are 
making  great  concessions  to  secure  business. 

M.  J.  Whitall  Company,  carpet  manufacturers, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  are  having  W.  L.  Puffer  of 
Boston  prepare  them  plans  for  a  coal  pocket  to 
house  6,000  tons. 


Koruskation  at  Albany. 


Albany,  N.  Y.,  January  16. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Last  night  at  the  Hotel  Keeler  in 
this  city  fifteen  members  were  initiated  into  the 
Order  of  Kokoals,  making  the  first  koruskation 
of  the  order  to  be  held  in  eastern  New  York. 

To  Skout  E.  V.  Sidell  of  Poughkeepsie  is  due 
the  credit  for  the  success  of  the  affair,  which 
brought  together  not  only  the  new  members,  but 
numerous  members  of  the  order  from  other 
cities. 

The  ceremonies  began  promptly  at  6  :30  p.  m., 
the  following  team  conferring  the  degrees :  Mo¬ 
doc,  Charles  E.  Lester ;  baronet,  C.  B.  Kinne ; 
baronel,  T.  J.  McNamara ;  pictor,  E.  V.  Sidell ; 
baron,  B.  A.  Lester;  acolyte,  Pratt  Thompson; 
pitboss,  A.  E.  Terry;  swatta,  W.  J.  Borden;  ma- 
zumcr,  R.  M.  Bryan ;  gazook,  H.  T.  VanNostrand. 

Following  the  initiation  ceremonies,  an  elegant 
dinner  was  served,  after  which  enthusiastic 
addresses  were  made  by  Charles  E.  Lester  of 
New  York;  C.  B.  Kinne,  Buffalo;  T.  J.  McNa¬ 
mara,  Buffalo ;  Pratt  Thompson,  New  Haven, 
Conn. ;  J.  W.  Hunting,  Glen  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and 
J.  T.  M.  Lynch  of  Albany. 

E.  V.  Sidell  presided  as  toastmaster,  perform¬ 
ing,  the  duties  of  this  position  in  a  happy  and 
graceful  manner.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
Seth  Morton  and  B.  Lane  of  Albany  for  arrang¬ 
ing  such  an  appetizing  repast  as  was  served. 

Among  those  initiated  were:  J.  E.  Bush,  Ball- 
ston  Spa.;  W.  J.  Lord,  Canaan;  J.  S.  M.  Lynch, 
Albany;  L.  E.  Montgomery,  Fort  Edward;  N.  J. 
Schmermerhorn,  Schenectady;  A.  V.  Hunting  and 
J.  W.  Hunting,  Glen  Falls;  N.  E.  Barton,  Me¬ 
chanicsville;  J.  Brewster  Gere,  Syracuse;  E.  J. 
Rice,  Syracuse ;  M.  Isburgh,  Amsterdam ;  E.  B. 
Ashton,  Saratoga;  Jno.  D.  Green,  Syracuse,  and 
C.  Van  Buren,  Amsterdam. 

Following  the  initiation,  Imperial  Modoc  Les¬ 
ter  appointed  J.  W.  Hunting  of  Glen  Falls  as 
assistant  skout  for  eastern  New  York. 

Included  in  the  new  membership  of  the  order 
in  this  section  are  numbers  of  influential  coal 
men,  of  untiring  energy,  and  it  is  safe  to  predict 
that  through  their  efforts,  coupled  with  the  works 
of  Skouts  Sidell  and  Hunting,  the  order  will 
grow  rapidly  in  this  territory. 


Lewis  Is  Elected. 


Reports  From  Bridgeport,  His  Home, 
Say  He  Defeats  Wilson  by 
Forty  Thousand. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  16. —  (  Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Another  report  from  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  that  T.  L.  Lewis,  of  Bridgeport,  Ohio, 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  over  W.  B.  Wilson  was  received  here 
today.  It  was  said  that  he  had  obtained  a  major¬ 
ity  of  40,000  votes. 

No  information  as  to  the  result  of  the  vote 
'  was  given  out  today  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
organization.  The  tellers  are  tabulating  the  re¬ 
turns  and  probably  will  not  finish  their  work 
within  the  next  two  weeks.  It  is  understood, 
however,  that  about  half  of  the  members  of  the 
organization  voted. 

President  Mitchell  is  still  at  Excelsior  Springs, 
Mo.,  and  is  said  to  be  improving  physically.  He 
will  return  to  Indianapolis  to  preside  over  the 
coming  wage  conference,  after  which  he  will 
retire  from  office. 


Successor  to  Robbins. 


A  New  President  Will  be  Chosen  for  the 
Monongahela  River  Cons.  Coal 
6*  Coke  Company. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  January  16 .—(Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Francis  L.  Robbins  failed  of  re- 
election  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
which  was  held  in  the  company’s  offices,  at  No. 
8  Market  street,  yesterday  morning. 

He  will  probably  be  deposed  from  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  company  by  the  new  board,  which 
will  meet  in  the  near  future.  Alexander  Demp¬ 
ster  is  expected  to  be  the  new  president. 

Mr.  Dempster  succeeded  Mr.  Robbins  on  the 
board.  The  only  other  change  made  was  the 
substitution  of  Frank  Semple  for  George  I.  Whit¬ 
ney.  Mr.  Semple  is  attorney  for  the  Thaw  es¬ 
tate.  Mr.  Whitney  was  senior  member  of  the 
stock  exchange  firm  of  Whitney,  Stephenson  & 
Company,  which  recently  failed. 

The  stockholders’  meeting  was  a  cut-and-dried 
affair.  Not  more  than  a  dozen  were  present. 
Mr.  Robbins  presided.  The  election  of  the  new 
directors  was  the  only  business  transacted. 
Ninety  per  cent  of  the  stock  was  represented  by 
proxies  solicited  about  a  week  ago  by  J.  Den- 
niston  Lyon,  D.  Leet  Wilson  and  David  B.  Oliver. 
All  the  proxies  were  voted  for  the  stated  ticket. 

President  Moses  H.  Taylor,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  was  at  the  meeting  with  Mr. 
Woods,  general  counsel  for  the  company.  He 
stated  that  all  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company’s 
holdings  of  River  Coal  stock  were  voted.  These 
holdings  are  said  to  amount  to  considerably  over 
$3,000,000. 

Mr.  Robbins  refused  to  say  anything  about 
the  story  that  a  new  coal  combination  will  be 
formed  and  that  he  will  be  head  of  it. 

“I  have  nothing  to  say,”  was  his  answer,  when 
asked  if  the  report  were  true. 

The  companies  mentioned  as  likely  to  form  the 
combine  are  the  Dilworth  Coal  Company,  Clyde 
Coal  Company,  People’s  Coal  Company,  Diamond 
Coal  Company,  and  the  United  States  Coal  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  directors  re-elected  at  today’s  meeting  are : 
T.  B.  Finley,  A.  W.  Mellon.  John  A.  Bell.  David 
B.  Oliver,  L.  Leet  Wilson,  George  W.  Theiss  and 
J.  D.  Lyon. 


All  records  for  Ohio  river  coal  shipments  are 
being  broken  by  towboats  now  on  the  way 
from  Pittsburgh  to  New  Orleans.  One  tow¬ 
boat  alone  is  carrying  1,515,000  bushels  of  coal, 
which,  if  loaded  into  freight  cars,  would  make 
a  train  twenty-one  miles  long. 


The  Dominion  Coal  Company  has  declared 
its  semi-annual  dividend  of  3p2  per  cent  on  its 
preferred  stock,  payable  February  first  to 
stockholders  of  record  January  20. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes, 


J.  D.  Van  Pelt,  of  A.  W.  Hillebrand  &  Co., 
New  York,  is  spending  several  weeks  in  Florida. 

Smith,  Lineweaver  &  Co.,  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  are  distributing  a  novel  paper  weight 
among  the  coal  trade. 

Wilbur  A.  Marshall,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  spent  several  days  of  this  week  in  the 
soft  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ernest  V.  Frick,  of  the  Frick  Coal  Mining 
Company,  No  1  Broadway,  New  York,  is 
spending  several  weeks  in  the  bituminous  re¬ 
gions  in  western  Pennsylvania. 

Some  new  business  is  reported  to  have  de¬ 
veloped  for  Mediterranean  ports,  one  well  known 
export  firm,  it  is  said,  securing  an  order  for  200,- 
000  tons  bituminous,  some  of  which  is  now  load¬ 
ing. 

Senator  J.  S.  Fisher  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  number  of  other  capitalists,  has 
formed  the  Cambria  Coal  &  Coke  Company  for 
the  purpose  of  operating  coal  mines  near  Cof- 
feen,  Illinois. 

The  Pacific  Coal  &  Transportation  Company 
has  opened  offices  at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York. 
A.  E.  Dickerman  is  general  manager.  It  is  in¬ 
terested  in  developing  some  coal  properties  on 
the  Pacific  coast. 

The  Western  Maryland  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  has  purchased  the  holdings  of  the  Penn- 
Garrett  Coal  Company,  at  Garrettsville,  Md.,  for 
$500,000.  The  company  owns  about  7,000  acres 
of  coal  lands  and  several  shaft  mines. 

The  Merchants  Coal  &  Railway  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  capi¬ 
tal  $6,000,000,  to  carry  on  a  business  as  coal 
miners.  Incorporators  are:  Charles  E.  Spacht, 
Harris  M.  Batemen  and  Irving  T.  Hunter. 

Among  the  New  Yorkers  attending  the  Kokoal 
koruskation,  at  Albany.  N.  Y.,  on  Wednesday 
evening  were  Charles  E.  Lester,  B.  A.  Lester, 
Will  Borden.  C.  W.  Proctor  and  R.  M.  Bryan. 
E.  V.  Sidell  joined  the  party  at  Poughkeepsie. 

T.  B.  Davis,  Tr.,  with  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Company.  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York, 
has  returned  from  a  western  trip.  While 
away,  be  attended  a  conference  of  coal  opera¬ 
tors  held  at  Cincinnati  the  latter  part  of  last 
week. 

N.  C.  Ashcom,  of  the  Philadelphia  office  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal 
Company,  has  returned  from  a  two  months’ 
trip  through  Mexico.  He  reports  industrial 
conditions  in  the  territory  visited  as  being 
prosperous. 

Tt  is  announced  from  Philadelphia  that  War¬ 
ren  B.  Smith  has  been  appointed  line  sales 
agent  of  the  Philadelphia  &■  Reading  Coal  & 
Tron  Comoanv,  succeeding  W.  W.  Lynn,  de¬ 
ceased.  Mr.  Smith  has  served  the  Reading  in 
various  responsible  positions  for  the  last  fif¬ 
teen  years. 

The  Nav  Aug  Coal  Companv  has  purchased 
the  coal  plant  and  colliery  of  John  J.  Gibbons 
in  No.  6  section.  Dunmore,  Pa.  The  purchasing 
companv  is  already  in  possession  of  the  prop¬ 
erty,  which  Gibbons  operated  since  1902.  There 
is  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  in  the  tract  still 
to  be  mined. 

At  the  meeting  of  West  Virginia  coal  opera¬ 
tors  held  at  Washington  last  week,  at  which 
the  best  methods  for  preventing  mine  disasters 
was  discussed,  a  temporarv  organization  was 
perfected,  with  William  N.  .Page  of  Wash¬ 
ington  as  chairman  and  Neil  Robinson  of 
Charleston,  West  Virginia,  as  secretary. 

The  annual  stockholders  meeting  of  the 
Springfield  Coal  Mining  Company  will  be  held 
at  the  offices  of  the  company  at  No.  30  Pine 
street,  New  York,  on  Monday,  January  27,  at 
noon,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  seven  di¬ 
rectors,  and  for  the  transaction  of  any  other 
business  that  may  come  before  the  meeting. 

After  waiting  for  nearly  a  year,  all  hope  for 
the  coal  ship,  Arthur  Sewall,  has  been  aban¬ 


doned.  The  Sewall  left  Philadelphia  April  1, 
1907,  with  a  cargo  of  coal  for  government  use, 
destination  one  of  the  Pacific  ports.  Not  a 
word  has  been  heard  from  her  since  she  left 
Delaware  breakwater.  She  carried  a  crew  of 
twenty-eight  men. 

The  Wharton  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  organization  being  to  handle  the 
output  of  the  Wharton  coal  properties.  The 
capital  is  placed  at  $10,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Joseph  Wharton,  Harrison  S.  Morris  and 
J.  Bertram  Lippincott.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  company  will  probably  be  increased 
shortly. 

A  Portland,  Me.,  dispatch  this  week  tells  of 
the  unseasonable  weather  in  Maine,  which  is 
alarming  many  persons  engaged  in  industries,  to 
the  welfare  of  which  severe  winters  are  condu¬ 
cive.  Sebago  lake,  where  much  of  the  ice  in 
the  state  is  cut,  is  still  open,  a  condition  which 
has  not  been  duplicated  in  thirty  years.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  men  engaged  in  ice  and  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  are  idle,  and  every  line  of  business  is  suf¬ 
fering  thereby. 

Transportation  men  at  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  report  that  the  coal  towing  and  transpor¬ 
tation  business  is  now  practically  dead.  Business, 
with  some  of  them,  was  never  so  dull.  Firms 
who  were  never  known  to  have  boats  idle  for 
anv  length  of  time,  are  now  compelled  to  tie  up 
numbers  of  boats  for  which  they  cannot  secure 
charters  at  any  price.  Some  firms  with  numer¬ 
ous  boats  under  charter,  are  losing  considerable 
money  every  day,  because  of  the  lack  of  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  Lehigh  Valiev  Coal  Company  will,  be¬ 
gin  active  work  on  its  various  coal  strippings 
at  Jeanesville  early  in  the  spring.  There  is 
an  abundance  of  coal  in  these  strippings,  and 
the  company  will  soon  have  a  new  breaker 
erected  to  take  care  of  the  coal  as  fast  as  it 
is  brought  up.  The  mines  in  this  section  are 
being  put  in  good  reuair,  so  that  with,  the 
new  strippings,  the  Valley  will  prepare  quite  a 
lot  of  coal  from  this  section  for  years  to 
come. 

The  well  known  firm  of  Hutchinson  &  Mc- 
Candlish  has  been  incorporated  as  the  Hutch- 
inson-McCandlish  Coal  Company,  with  general 
offices  at  Reading,  Pa.  H  B.  Cornog,  form¬ 
ally  manager  for  Lynah  &  Read,  Inc.,  has  been 
appointed  sales  agent.  Mr.  Cornog  was  form¬ 
ally  a  salesman  in  the  emplov  of  Hutchinson 
&  McCandlish  and  his  appointment  did  not 
come  as  a  surprise  to  his  many  friends  in  the 
trade. 

Last  week  the  courts  set  aside  the  $460,000 
verdict  obtained  by  John  S.  Jones  against 
Toseph  Ramsey,  Jr.,  ex-president  of  the  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  in  his  suit  against  Ramsey, 
George  J.  Gould  and  William  E.  Guy,  to  re¬ 
cover  damages  for  failure  to  carry  out  an 
agreement  to  purchase  coal  lands  in  Ohio. 
The  case  was  argued  before  the  Appellate 
Division  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  handed 
down  the  decision  setting  aside  the  verdict 
secured  by  Jones  last  fall. 

It  is  reported  from  New  Haven  that  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad  has  not,  as  was  recently 
reported,  signed  the  petition  to  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  asking  that  body  to  take 
into  consideration  the  dispute  between  the  New 
Haven  road  and  connections  on  the  subject  of 
demurrage.  As  the  Boston  &  Albany,  which  the 
Central  controls  under  a  lease,  has  already  given 
notice  of  withdrawal  from  the  American  Rail¬ 
way  Association,  early  notice  of  a  similar  kind 
is  looked  for  from  the  Central. 

The  first  mill  of  the  Kline-Buss  Smokeless 
Powder  Company,  Pittston,  Pa.,  has  been  put 
in  operation  at  Rocky  Glen,  and  it  is  working 
satisfactorily.  There  are  rumors  that  the  Du 
Pont  and  other  powder  interests  are  trying  to 
secure  control  of  the  company,  but  Messrs. 
Kline  and  Buss,  it  is  claimed,  will  retain  a  con¬ 
trolling  interest  in  the  company.  The  company 
is  selling  its  product  at  10  cents  per  pound  flat. 


The  company’s  factories  at  Shamokin  and  Ma- 
hanoy  City  will  be  ready  in  a  few  weeks. 

Says  the  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger:  “Traf¬ 
fic  officials  of  the  coal  carrying  roads  are  not 
sanguine  of  much  improvement  in  traffic  con¬ 
ditions  for  several  months  to  come.  The  vice- 
president  of  one  of  the  large  roads  said  this 
week  that  freight  business  on  his  road  has 
decreased  considerably,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
heavy  coal  traffic  now  moving  earnings  would 
be  seriously  affected.  He  attributed  it  to  the 
suspension  of  business  at  many  iron  and  steel 
plants  and  the  falling  off  of  merchandise  ship¬ 
ments  because  of  the  industrial  depression. 
He  said  the  roads  traversing  the  agricultural 
districts  will  do  a  larger  business  in  1908  than 
ever  before.” 

The  Reliance  Coal  Company,  at  Pittston, 
Pa.,  whose  troubles  have  been  aired  frequently 
of  late,  did  not  sell  at  constable’s  sale  on  Mon¬ 
day,.  as  had  been  advertised.  The  stockhold¬ 
ers  in  the  company  by  paying  an  assessment 
of  $2  a  share  succeeded  in  raising  enough 
money  to  satisfy  the  laborers’  claims,  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  $1,800,  Prominent  in  the  stock¬ 
holders  at  the  meeting  held  on  Monday  was 
M.  J.  Healv  of  Plains,  who  recently  took  an 
option  on  the  stock  of  Theodore  Hogan,  for¬ 
merly  general  manager  of  the  company.  Mr. 
Healy  is  said  to  have  had  in  his  possession  a 
check  for  $1,000  as  his  part  of  the  assessment, 
indicating  that  he  had  already  took  possession 
of  Mr.  Hogan’s  stock. 

At  Wilkesbarre,  active  preparations  are  un¬ 
der  way  for. the  centennial  celebration  of  Jesse 
Fell’s  experiment  in  the  burning  of  anthracite 
coal.  .  Speakers  have  been  selected  for  the  cel¬ 
ebration.  which  will  occur  on  February  11.  At 
the  night  session,  to  he  held  at  8  o’clock 
among  the  sneakers  will  be  John  W.  Jordan, 
LL.  D.,  president  of  the  Pennsylvania.  Histor¬ 
ical  Society,  whose  address  will  be  along  his¬ 
torical  lines,  and  William  Griffith,  the  well- 
known  geological  expert  of  Pittston,  who  will 
deliver  a  lecture  illustrated  with  lantern  slides 
on  the  geological  formation  of  the  valley  and 
its  coal  denosits.  The  following  evening  the 
coal  centennial  banquet  will  be  held.  This  will 
be  the  regular  annual  banquet  of  the  board  of 
trade,  with  some  added  features  significant  of 
Fell’s  experiment  and  its  effect  on  the  Wyom¬ 
ing  valley. 

According  to  Morris  B.  Dean,  a  Wall  street 
attorney,  the  coal  roads  are  worrying  unneces¬ 
sarily  to  contrive  a  way  to  evade  the  Hepburn 
law,  which  prohibits  common  carriers  after  May 
1  next  transporting  from  one  state  to  another 
commodities  in  the  production  of  which  they  are 
interested.  “Both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Hepburn  law  can  be  obeved  with  little  trouble  to 
the  railroads,”  says  he.  “simply  by  their  making 
all  sales  of  coal  within  the  state,  where  it  is 
mined.  For  instance,  if  a  dealer  in  New  York 
wishes  to  buy  a  car  of  coal  mined  by  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Railroad,  he  could  send  his  order  to 
Scranton,  and  as  soon  as  the  coal  was  loaded  on 
the  car,  title  could  pass  to  him.  If  then,  he 
should  direct  the  road  to  ship  his  car  of  coal  to 
him  in  New  York,  they  would,  as  common  car¬ 
riers,  be  obliged  to  do  so.  Nor  do  I  see  any 
objection  to  such  coal  roads  accepting  or  solicit¬ 
ing  orders  outside  of  the  state  to  be  sent  to  the 
main  office  within  the  state  to  be  filled.  The 
question  is  simply  who  owns  the  coal  when  it 
passes  the  state  line.  The  Hepburn  law  says 
the  railroad  cannot  own  it,  presumably  because 
such  roads  would  be  inclined  to  favor  their  own 
cars.  The  coal  roads  contend  that  congress  is 
trying  in  this  way  to  compel  them  to  sell  their 
coal  lands.  That  is  erroneous,  because  congress 
has  in  many  instances  given  large  tracts  of  tim¬ 
ber  and  coal  lands  to  railroads  to  assist  them 
opening  up  new  country.  Certainly  they  intended 
such  coal  and  timber  lands  to  be  used.  Cer¬ 
tainly  there  can  be  no  objection  to  a  railroad 
mining  coal.  Their  charters  permit  it.  If  at  that 
point,  the  railroad  should  sell  its  coal,  then  all 
shippers  would  be  independent  shippers.  All 
would  be  on  the  same  footing  and  the  road  would 
be  merely  a  common  carrier.” 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions 


<  Contracts  Betzveen  Corporations  Hav¬ 
ing  Offices  in  Common. — It  is  not  in¬ 
herently  wrong  for  two  corporations, 
laving  all  or  a  part  of  their  controlling 
iffices  in  common,  to  contract  with  each 
other.  Even  where  a  majority  or  all  of 
-he  contracting  officers  of  two  corpora¬ 
tions  are  common  to  both,  that  fact 
alone  does  not  make  a  contract  between 
lie  two  corporations,  entered  into  by 
uich  contracting  officers,  absolutely  void 
jind  incapable  of  ratification.  The  cur¬ 
rent  of  modern  authority  holds  that  the 
most  that  can  be  said  against  such  con¬ 
tract  is  that  they  will  be  subjected  to 
rlose  judicial  scrutiny  when  questioned 
it  the  proper  time,  and  will  be  set 
aside  upon  the  appearance  of  unfair¬ 
ness.  But,  if  it  should  appear,  upon  in¬ 
vestigation,  that  the  contract  is  fair  and 
there  has  been  no  abuse  of  the  trust  re¬ 
lation,  the  contract  will  be  permitted  to 
stand.  The  extent  to  which  the  courts 
will  go  in  refusing  to  enforce  contracts 
of  this  kind,  as  shown  by  the  adjudicat¬ 
ed  cases,  depends  in  a  great  measure 
unon  the  facts  of  each  particular  case. 
No  inflexible  rule,  the  court  of  civil  ap¬ 
peals  of  Texas  says  (City  National 
Bank  of  Texarkana  vs.  Merchants’  & 
Planters’  National  Bank  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
105  Southwestern  Reporter,  338),  has 
oeen  established. 


Delivery  to  Carrier  as  Delivery  to 
Consignee  or  Purchaser. — The  suoreme 
:ourt  of  the  United  States  says  (in  the 
•ase  of  United  States  vs.  R.  P.  Andrews 
k  Co.,  28  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  100), 
hat.  as  a  general  rule,  the  delivery  of 
roods  by  a  consignor  to  a  common  car¬ 
der,  for  account  of  a  consignee,  has  ef- 
ect  as  deliverv  to  such  consignee,  is 
dementary.  That  where  a  purchaser 
if  goods  directs  their  delivery  for  his 
iccount  to  a  designated  carrier  the  lat¬ 
er  becomes  the  agent  of  the  purchaser, 
md  deliverv  to  such  carrier  is  a  legal 
lelivery  to  the  purchaser,  is  also  beyond 
mestion.  Certain  also  is  it  that  when, 
m  the  delivery  of  goods  to  a  carrier, 
fills  of  lading  are  issued  for  the  de- 
iverv  of  the  goods  to  the  consignee  or 
us  order,  the  acceptance  bv  the  con- 
•ignee  of  such  bills  of  lading  consti- 
utes  a  deliverv.  Of  course,  the  pre- 
umption  of  delivery  arising  from  the 
ipplication  of  any  or  all  of  these  ele- 
nentarv  rules  would  not  control  in  a 
ase  where,  by  contract,  it  clearly  ap- 
leared  that,  despite  the  shipment,  the 
foods  should  remain  at  the  risk  of  the 
onsignor  until  arrival  at  the  point  of 
iltimate  destination. 


Nature  and  Validity  of  Life  Insur- 
nce  Contract. — A  life  insurance  policy 
s  not  a  contract  of  indemnity.  It  is  a 
ontract  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  upon 
he  death  of  the  assured,  in  considera- 
ion  of  certain  payments  being  duly 
nade  at  fixed  periods  during  his  life, 
f  the  insurance  is  made  upon  the  ap- 
ilication  of  one  who  has  no  insurable 
nterest  whatever  in  the  life  insured,  it 
s  a  wager  policy — that  is  to  say.  a  spec- 
ilative  contract— which  the  law  con¬ 


demns.  But,  the  court  of  appeals  of 
New  York  says  (Reed  vs.  Provident 
Savings  Life  Assurance  Society  of  New 
York,  82  Northeastern  Reporter,  734),  a 
person  may  insure  his  own  life  and 
provide  in  the  contract  of  insurance 
that  the  money  shall  be  payable  to  any 
one  whom  he  may  appoint  or  assign  the 
policy  to.  What  will  distinguish  the 
one  contract  from  the  other  is  the  fact 
as  to  the  party  actually  contracting  with 
the  insurer  and  the  distinction  is  sub¬ 
stantial  and  controlling  accordingly. 


Knozvledge  and  Experience  an  Em¬ 
ploye  may  be  Assumed  to  Have — In  the 
absence  of  notice  to  the  contrary,  an 
employer,  the  suoreme  court  of  New 
Jersey  holds  (Sabere  vs.  Benjamin 
Atha  &  Co.,  68  Atlantic  Reporter,  103), 
has  the  right  to  assume  that  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  an  employe  and  his  knowl¬ 
edge  of  natural  forces  are  adequate  to 
his  protection  from  the  ordinary  results 
of  the  operations  of  such  forces  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  employment  the  employe 
undertakes ;  and  upon  this  assumption 
the  employer  may  safely  act  not  only 
at  the  inception  of  an  employe’s  em¬ 
ployment,  but  also  at  every  stage  of  such 
employment,  until  apprised  by  circum¬ 
stances  or  notified  by  the  employe  that 
he  is  being  called  upon  to  act  in  mat¬ 
ters  that  are  beyond  the  range  of  his 
knowledge  or  experience. 


Intention  of  Parties  vs.  Technical 
Meaning  of  Words  in  Contracts. — Par¬ 
ties  who  execute  contracts  frequently 
do  not  understand  the  technical  or  pro¬ 
fessional  meaning  of  the  words  em¬ 
ployed.  and,  if  the  court  can  gather 
from  the  whole  contract  the  real  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  parties,  such  intention,  the 
supreme  court  of  Washington  says  (in 
the  case  of  Erickson  vs.  Green,  92  Pa¬ 
cific  Reporter,  449)  will  govern  notwith¬ 
standing  things  which  are  contracted 
with  reference  to  may  be  wrongly  desig¬ 
nated. 


Husband  as  Agent  for  Wife. — A  hus¬ 
band  may  act  as  the  agent  of  his  wife, 
and  the  fact  of  his  aeency,  while  not 
to  be  presumed  from  the  marital  rela¬ 
tion  alone,  the  court  of  errors  and  ap¬ 
peals  of  New  Tersev  holds  (Black  vs. 
McQuaid,  68  Atlantic  Reporter,  102). 
may  be  proved,  as  in  other  cases,  by  the 
acts  and  words  of  the  wife  which  show 
previous  authorization,  or  subsequent 
notification  of  his  acts  as  her  agent. 


Coal  Roads  Seek  Relief. 

Washington,  January  16. — The  coal 
roads  affected  by  the  provision  of  the 
Hepburn  rate  law,  declaring  that  after 
May  1  no  railroad  shall  transport  any 
product  except  lumber  in  the  production 
of  which  it  has  an  interest,  direct  or  in¬ 
direct.  are  now  seeking  some  means  of 
relief  from  that  provision,  and  R.  W.  De 
Forest,  attorney  for  one  of  the  anthra¬ 
cite  roads,  has  talked  the  matter  over 
with  Attorney  General  Bonaparte,  and 


presented  to  him  a  proposition  aimed  at 
obtaining  more  time. 

Mr.  Bonaparte  made  no  definite  reply 
today,  but  a  statement  will  be  made  at 
the  Department  of  Justice  in  the  near 
future  covering  the  situation.  It  was 
pointed  out  at  the  department  this  after¬ 
noon  that  the  provision  of  the  Hepburn 
law  is  mandatory  on  the  roads  so  far  as 
inter-state  commerce  is  concerned,  and 
the  department  is  not  authorized  to  grant 
a  postponement  of  the  time  at  which 
that  provision  shall  become  operative. 

The  most  the  department  could  do 
would  be  to  agree  tacitly  not  to  under¬ 
take  immediate  prosecutions  for  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  law  in  case  the  roads  should 
be  about  to  consummate  some  arrange¬ 
ment  for  compliance  with  it.  It  was 
also  pointed  out  at  the  department  that 
the  roads  have  had  more  than  a  year 
and  a  half  in  which  to  prepare  for  the 
operation  of  this  provision,  and  that  it 
is  now  late  in  the  day  for  them  to  be 
only  beginning  to  bestir  themselves. 

Colonel  Hepburn,  chairman  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Inter-State  Com¬ 
merce,  said  that  on  a  recent  trip  to 
New  York  he  was  informed  that  some 
of  the  coal  roads  were  considering  ef¬ 
forts  to  secure  a  modification  of  the 
law.  He  has  been  examining  the  bills 
referred  to  his  committee  to  see  if 
any  such  project  has  taken  the  form  of 
proposed  amendments,  but  has  not  found 
anything  on  the  subject.  Some  140 
bills  have  been  introduced  in  the  House 
which  have  been  referred  to  his  com¬ 
mittee.  He  has  read  120  of  them  him¬ 
self,  and  has  not  heard  from  those  who 
have  read  the  other  twenty  that  any  of 
them  covers  the  subject. 


Colorado  Production. 

Denver,  Colo.,  January  16. — Colorado 
produced  nearly  11,000,000  tons  of  coal 
during  the  year  1907.  and  if  the  same 
yearly  production  continues  for  the  next' 
4,000  vears  the  state  will  still  have  coal 
to  sell. 

Reports  made  by  experts  of  the 
United  States  geological  survey  prove 
that  there  are  45,197,100,000  tons  of 
coal  available  in  the  Colorado  coal 


fields.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total 
area  of  the  fields  is  18,100  square 
miles,  but  that  the  accessible  area  is 
but  2,913  square  miles. 

Experts  say  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  Colorado  will  supply  coal 
to  a  great  part  of  the  United  States. 
Most  of  the  states  bordering  Colorado 
receive  a  large  part  of  their  fuel  supply 
from  this  state. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
coal  production  of  Colorado  for  the  year 
1907,  compared  with  the  production  of 
1906: 


1907. 

Number  of  mines  in  oper¬ 


ation  .  183 

Number  of  new  mines 

opened  up  .  18 

Tons  of  lignite  coal  pro¬ 
duced  . .  2,076,246 

Tons  of  semi-bituminous 

coal  produced .  916,909 

Tons  of  bituminous  coal 

produced  .  7,811,269 

Tons  of  anthracite  coal 

produced  .  44,893 

Tons  of  unclassified  coal 

produced,  estimated  .  .  70,000 

Total  tonnage  of  coal  pro- 


Total  tons  of  coke  manu¬ 
factured  .  1,041,995 

Total  number  of  coke 

ovens  .  2,726 

Number  of  employes  in 

and  about  the  mines.  .  12,900 

Number  of  employes  at 

the  coke  ovens .  960 


1906. 

165 

1,670,044 

911,265 

7,548,769 

68,343 

110,000 

10,308,421 

1,133,643 

2,376 

12,030 

1,076 


As  shown  bv  the  above  tabulation, 
there  was  an  increase  of  610,896  tons 
in  the  production  of  1907  over  1906. 
The  increase  was  in  lignite  and  bitu¬ 
minous  coal..  There  was  a  decrease  in 
the  production  of  semi-bituminous  and 
anthracite  coals.  There  was  also  a  fall¬ 
ing  off  in  the  output  of  coke,  although 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
coke  ovens. 

There  is  an  increase  of  870  employes 
around  the  coal  mines,  and  a  decrease 
of  110  around  the  coke  ovens. 


The  Davis  Coal  Company,  ,of  Shaw¬ 
nee.  Ohio,  has  been  incorporated  with  a 
capital  of  $20,000,  by  John  Morgan, 
lames  C.  Morgan.  Edward  W.  Morgan 
and  Thomas  Davis. 


Cp  nnuiMAN  m,ner  »nd  shipper 

•  U.  DUfllVIHn  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

“  RELIANCE  "  "LOPEZ” 

“Buck  mountain”  mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  «as 

“WTlkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Gallitzln  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R„  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Ce.,  Fra- 
Sonic,  N.  Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod* 
crate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


COAL  FOR  SALE 


S.  C.  SCHENCK,  Agent 


CHICAGO 


TOLEDO 

« ■  —  .I,  i 
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Mention  Thi  Bi.ack  Diamond  when  writing  aSvertiser*. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[January  18 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  1C. —  ( Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — T  lie  only  thing 
hearing'  any  resemblance  to  winter 
weather  that  has  materialized  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  weeks,  made  its  appearance  some 
ten  days  ago,  and  after  a  lapse  into  a 
thaw  and  rain,  is  again  present  in  mod¬ 
erate  severity.  Some  shippers  report 
that  the  market  responded  readily  dur¬ 
ing  the  few  cold  days  of  last  week,  and 
that  a  larger  volume  of  orders  were  re¬ 
ceived  than  within  any  period  of  similar 
length  'since  early  in  December.  This 
would  indicate  that  dealers  are  not  over¬ 
stocked  to  the  extent  with  which  they 
have  been  credited.  While  no  great  ac¬ 
tivity  exists  the  market  appears  to  be 
somewhat  steadier. 

Rumors  of  further  reduction  from  the 
$1.50  circular,  which  went  into  effect  on 
January  1,  are  no  longer  current  and  it 
is  believed  that  this  price  will  hold  until 
spring  and  possibly  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer.  If  the  demand  should,  continue 
strong  enough  to  prevent  price-cutting 
it  is  as  much  as  can  be  reasonably 
hoped  for,  as  it  is  hardly  within  the 
range  of  probabilities  that. a  $1.75  or  a 
$2  price  can  be  restored  this  season. 

As  the  lake  trade  proved  to  be  the 
most  profitable  end  of  last  year’s  busi¬ 
ness,  shippers  are  again  looking  forward 
with  much  interest  to  this  market.  There 
is  much  speculation  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  northwest  will  be  able  to  con¬ 
sume  the  immense  tonnage  that  was 
placed  on  the  imner  docks  during  the 
season  of  1007.  The  natural  annual  in¬ 
crease  in  consumption  is  estimated  at 
about  twenty  per  cent,  but  it  is  felt  that 
this  will  he  much  more  than  overcome 
b"  lack  of  cold  weather  and  that  spring 
may  see  the  docks  with  a  considerable 
proportion  of  last  year’s  supply  on  hand. 
An  authority  on  the  market  conditions 
of  that  section  claims  that  it  will  require 
three  months  of  real  winter  to  clean  up 
in  fairly  good  shape. 


Chicago  coal  man,  says  that  the  concern 
is  solvent,  but  that  the  action .  was 
deemed  expedient  to  protect  its  inter¬ 
ests  against  the  unfriendly  attitude  of 
the  railroad  in  question.  The  latter,  it 
is  claimed,  acquired  large  holdings .  in 
the  company  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
increased  freight.  It  then  constructed 
the  Sunday  Creek  road  to  the  mines, 
upon  condition  that  the  coal  company 
would  mine  and  ship  not  less  than  350,- 
000  tons  of  lump  coal  per  annum.  .  By- 
exacting  ten  cents  more  per  ton.  freight 
rate  than  is  charged  by  competing  lines 
in  the  same  general  locality  and  by 
failure  in  its  car  supply  the  railroad 
companv.  it  is  stated,  has  made  it  im- 
nossible  for  the  New  England  Company 
to  comply  with  these  conditions. 

“The  coal  company  and  its  property, 
says  President  Doty,  “have  been  too 
much  of  a  railroad  proposition,  and 
feeder  to  be  successful  as  a  mining 
proposition.”  It  is  hoped,  through  the 
receivership,  to  determine  the  rights  and 
obligations  of  each  corporation. 

The  property  of  the  New  England 
Coal  Companv  consists  of  10,000  acres 
of  coal  lands  in  Perry  and  Morgan 
counties,  with  two  mines  under  opera¬ 
tion  at  San  Tov.  The  company  states 
that  it  has  $360,000  of  its.  own  capital 
invested  in  the  enterprise.  Charles 
Cohenour,  secretary  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Company,  and  Charles  F.  Evans,  a 
well  known  Columbus  operator,  were 
named  as  receivers  by  the  court  on  Fri¬ 
day  last. 


week,  some  200  delegates  being  present 
from  the  various  coal  mining  fields  of 
Ohio.  This  is  the  largest  convention  m 
the  history  of  the  district.  The  report 
of  the  secretary-treasurer  shows  the  re¬ 
ceipts  for  the  year,  including  the  cash 
balance  from  last  year,  to  be  $236,407, 
and  the  expenditures  $62,542.  The  hig¬ 
hest  item  of  the  latter  was  relief  dis¬ 
bursements,  which  amounted  up  to  $47.- 
osr>  The  salaries  and  expenses  of  of¬ 
ficers  foot  up  to  $10,645.  A  cash  funn 
of  $173,924  remains  in  the  treasury  of 
the  organization. 

One  of  the  principle  matters  being  dis¬ 
cussed  is  the  proposed  revision  of  Ohio 
mining  laws,  with  particular  reference 
lo  electrical  equipment.  The  public  sen 
timent  in  favor  of  throwing  greater  safe- 
ppnrcls  around  the  occupation  of  coat 
mining,  which  has  been  created  by  the 
recent  series  of  notable  disasters  m 
other  states,  is  expected  to  serve  as  a 
powerful  assistance  in  getting  almost 
any  kind  of  legislation  which  the  miners 
themselves  mav  agree  upon. 

Ohio  ooerators  in  considerable  num¬ 
bers,  will  meet  here  later  in  the  week 
and  a  joint  conference  between  a. com¬ 
mittee  of  their  number  and  a  similar 
Imdv  from  the  miners  will  take  up  vari¬ 
ous  Questions  which  will  have  an  im¬ 
portant  bearing  on  the  national  meetings 
of  both  sides,  scheduled  for  Indianapolis 
a  week  later.  In  spite  of.  all  obstacles 
which  now  appear  to  be  in  the  way,  it 
is  the  belief  that  the  ioint-agreement 
movement  will  be  pushed  to  a  success¬ 
ful  issue.  After  the  matter  is  thrashed 
out  with  the  miners,  the  differences  ex¬ 
isting  among  the  ooerators  of  the  four 
competitive  states  will  doubtless  be  more 
easy  of  adiustment.  Some  of  the  most 
nowerful  interests  in  the  bituminous  field 
are  in  favor  of  restoring  these  rela¬ 
tions.  and  on  a  firmer  basis  than  they 
have  ever  heretofore  existed. 


amount  of  free  advertising  he  got  from 
the  newspapers  through  the  incident. 


Another  New  Coal  Firm. 


The  DuPre  Coal  Company,  a  new 
company  of  shippers,  has  recently  op¬ 
ened  up  offices  on  the  tenth  floor  of  the 
Columbus  Savings  &  Trust  building, 
with  flattering  prospects,  when  business 
conditions  shall  have  reached  a  normal 
state  again.  It  controls,  under  lease,  the 
valuable  properties  of  the  Minshall  Coal 
Company,  with  mines  located  at  Coalton, 
Hoborn  and  New  Lexington.  The  head 
of  the  concern  is  W.  D.  Edwards,  a  well 
known  Ohio  coal  man,  who  has  had  ex¬ 
perience  in  all  departments  of  the  trade 
Associated  with  him  is  J.  D.  H.  Mc¬ 
Kinley,  who  will  have  charge,  of  the  ac¬ 
counting  branch  of  the  business.  He 
was  formerly  connected  with  a  leading 
educational  institution  of  Columbus.  The 
mines  of  the  company  have  a  capacity 
of  250  tons  a  day. 


Brief  and  Personal. 


Married  in  a  Coal  Office. 


Sunday  Creek  Interests. 


Trade  Revives  Slowly. 


Despite  the  encouraging  reports  that 
continue  to  be  printed  in  the  daily  press 
about  the  industrial  revival,  the  .coal 
trade  in  this  field  is  not  feeling  it  in 
any  marked  degree.  Fine  coal  continues 
in  fairly  good  demand,  commanding 
sixty-five  cents  and  better  from  consum¬ 
ers  who  are  caught  short  and  whose 
power  does  not  permit  of  the  substitu¬ 
tion  of  coarser  grades.  Mine-run  re¬ 
mains  sluggish,  at  prices  which,  in  some 
instances,  do  not  much  more  than  cover 
the  cost  of  production. 

Some  hope  is  based  on  the  outcome 
of  the  wage-scale  controversy  when 
miners  and  operators  take  up  the  ques¬ 
tion  at  Indianapolis  the  latter  part  of 
this  month.  It  is  safe  to  say  that. the 
miners  will  stand  pat  on  the  determina¬ 
tion  not  to  accept  a  reduction.  Nothing 
authortative  has  been  given  out. by  the 
operators  as  to  what  will  be  their  posi¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  a  fight  for  a  lower 
scale.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  a  strike 
scare  on  the  part  of  the  consumers  will 
be  justified  by  events  within  the  next 
few  weeks  and  help  to  stiffen  up  the 
steam  market. 


Receiver  is  Appointed. 


The  New  England  Coal  Company,  of 
this  city,  has  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  receivers,  at  the  instance  of  its  man¬ 
agement.  for  the  alleged  purpose  of  find¬ 
ing  relief  from  certain  undesirable  re¬ 
lations  existing  between  the  company 
and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway. 
President  L.  R.  Doty,  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Company,  and  formerly  a  prominent 


No  facts  have  vet  been,  given  out  in 
regard  to  anv  action  looking  to  the  di¬ 
vorcement  of  the  Hocking  Valley  Rail¬ 
way  and  the  Sunday  Creek  Company  s 
interests,  in  compliance  with  the  Hep- 
burn  law,  which  goes  into  effect  on  the 
1st  of  Mav  next,  unless  congress  grants 
an  extension  of  time.  As  a  number  of 
railroad  companies  have  the  same  prob¬ 
lem  on  hand,  it.  is  probable  that  the 
course  of  one  will  be  pursued  by  all. 

The  belief  exists  that  no  separation  of 
the  two  big  interests  in  the  valley  will 
occur  on  the  date  mentioned.  In  the 
event  of  failure  to  get  a  postponement, 
it  is  thought  that  the  railroads,  will  trv 
to  arrive  at  some  understanding  with 
the  United  States  authorities  as  to.  the 
amount  of  fine  to  be  inflicted  for  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  law,  with  the  idea  of  submit¬ 
ting  to  the  same  and  continuing  as  here¬ 
tofore  until  the  constitutionality  of  the 
enactment  may  be  tested  in  the  courts. 
The  question  to  be  raised  is  that  of  vio¬ 
lation  of  contract  which  would  result  to 
ihe  innocent  purchasers  of  bonds  and  se¬ 
curities  of  both  the  railroad  and  the 
coal  corporations. 

The  importance  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company’s  traffic  to  the  Hocking  Valley 
Railroad  is  shown  in  the  statement  that 
the  output  of  the  former’s  mines,  which 
passes  over  the  lines  of  its  associated 
corporation,  amounts  to  about  40  per 
cent  of  the  latter’s  gross  earnings.  The 
movement  of  other  railroads  to  build 
into  the  vallev,  which  was  checkmated 
at  the  time  of  the  merging  of  the  two 
interests  several  years  ago,  would  be  in 
all  likelihood  renewed,  and  there  are  a 
number  of  rumors  afloat  of  proposed 
combinations  between  coal  men  and  rail¬ 
ways  looking  to  such  enterprise  should 
the  enforcement  of  the  Hepburn,  law 
open  up  the  way  for  free  competition. 


The  retail  coal  office  of  Briggs  & 
Barrier,  on  West  Broad  street,  was  the 
scene  of  an  unusual  occurrence,  for  such 
surroundings,  on  Thursday  last.  One  of 
their  teamsters,  Samuel  Hessinger,  felt 
that  he  could  not  spare  the  time  from 
his  work  for  even  such  an  important 
event  as  getting  married,  unless  the 
hrjde  and  the  preacher  were  brought  to 
his  place  of  employment.  Arrangements 
were  made  accordingly.  In  the  after¬ 
noon.  while  a  snow  storm  was  raging 
and  deliveries  were  urgent,  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  performed  in  the  present  of 
P.  T.  Briggs,  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
and  a  few  witnesses  who  had  been  in¬ 
vited  in.  Mr.  Briggs,  who  is  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ohio  Coal  Dealers’  Asso- 


C.  M.  Anderson,  president  of  the  An¬ 
derson  Coal  Company,  spent  Sunday  in 
Shelby,  Ohio. 

Mr.  March,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  March  &  Scammon,  Portage, 
Ohio,  was  in  Columbus  last  week. 

F.  L.  Fenstemacher,  southwestern  sales 
agent  of  the  Sundav  Creek  Company, 
paid  a  visit  to  headquarters  here  on 
Monday. 

C.  T.  Andrews,  the  Sunday  Creek 
Comnany’s  northern  sales  agent,  with 
headquarters  at  Detroit,  was  in  the 
citv  on  Saturday  last. 

Tav  Gaines,  sales  agent  of  the  C.  M, 
Anderson  Coal  Company,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Cuba  and  the  Isle  ol 
Pines,  in  the  interests  of  an  investmenl 
company  with  which  he  is  connected. 

E.  F  McManigal.  of  the  New  Yorl 
Coal  Company,  treasurer  of  the  reliel 
fund  committee  of  Columbus  coal  men 
for  the  Monorwah  sufferers,  has  for 
warded  the  first  installment  of  contri 
butions,  amounting  to  $112.50. 

The  tonnage  of  the  Sundav  Creel 
Company  into  Chicago  during  Decembc 
last  was  in  excess  of  that  for  the  sam 
month  of  1906,  which  fact  is  regards 
as  a  fine  showing  for  A.  J.  Atwater 
the  western  sales  agent. 


Loomis  -  Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Miners  in  Session. 


District  6,  United  Mine  Workers,  is  in 
annual  convention  in  Columbus  this 


Mine  SI.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 

' 

Sunday  Creek 
Company 

Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

PRODUCERS 

Detroit  Office :  88-9(1  Grlawold  Street 

H.  0.  Merldeth.  Vice-Pros. 

Miner,  and  Shlpp.r. 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Superior  Thick  Vein 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Hocking  Coal 

Steam  and  Gas  Coai 

Our  Leader: — “Manhattan” 

lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

General  Offices: 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 

OUTLOOK  BUILDINC 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 

satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 

S.  A.  McManigal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V. 

P.  A.  P.  DeVennlsh,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND 

STEAMLCOAL 

Columbus,  Ohio’ 
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Index  to  Advertisers. 


Jlrectory  of  Mine  Operators  and  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Adver¬ 
tisements  appear  In  this 
Journal. 


CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  39 

!  Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  3 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

1  Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. .  4 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  4 

C.  M.  Moderwell  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  8 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  303  Dear¬ 
born  St .  34 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  9 

Diamond  C.  &  M:  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St .  10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  5 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  37 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg . 4 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn 

St .  37 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  10 

Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  9 

Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  37 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  34 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  33 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  5 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  215 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  4 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  5 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  215  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg..  37 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  355  Dearborn  St...  7 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. ...  3 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  2 

Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 
Chicago  .  7 

?eoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co . ‘ .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil —  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  3 

KENTUCKY. 

jouisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke..  32 

LOUISIANA, 
lew  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  32 


MARYLAND. 

laltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  38 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Davis  C.  &  C.  Co .  9 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

oston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  3 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  50  Congress 

St . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St .  36 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  38 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  39 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  34 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  35  Con¬ 
gress  St .  37 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St . 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

141  Milk  St . 4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

etroit—  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Corbett,  E.  J.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  14 

“Jand  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

T  BldB .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  32 

I  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sunday  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  8 


MINNESOTA. 

Euluth —  , 

North  Western  Fuel  Co . 

Pitsburgh  Coal  Co . 
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Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  37 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.,  South.  14 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  13 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . 38 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg...  7 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St _  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  &  Peters.  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  34 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  34 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway..  36 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway  .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1  Broadway .  13 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Landstreet  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  35 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  Bldg .  37 

Nicoll,  B.  &  Co.,  59  Wall  St .  5 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 
Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co....  6 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery  Place  13 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

143  Liberty  St .  4 

Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  7 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  39 

Albany — - 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  39 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coaf  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  18 
Utica—— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  &  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co. .  35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  37 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  36 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  38 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  34 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  5 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  36 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co..  32 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg . 37 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  34 

Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Neave 

Bldg . 38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  39 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg..  6 
Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg. .  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg- .  8 

Columbus — - 

Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  86 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  38 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 
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K.  &  O.  Fuel  Co . fA36 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

n.  y.  coal  co . it 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  "  3 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co . ..!.!...*."."  16 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J . 

Toledo — 

L>.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  37 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  32 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

^•fplphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
^c™jlercia^  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 
Bldg .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 
Bldg .  3g 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co . .  .  .  9 

^aBey  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 
Bldg .  10 

„,ll?er  RuP  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia . 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title'  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

^  >eale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 
Bldg .  39 

W-  H-  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 
Bldg .  7 

Righter  W.  L„  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg'. '.  !*.  ’.  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 
Bldg .  3g 

Witney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal!  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Ereensburg- — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co  '  32 

Nicoll,  B.,  &  Co.,  232  5th  Ave . 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 
1  *ston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  37 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chuuk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Reading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co.. . 

W’lkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.  .  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  30 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.!  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co . 7 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Charleston — - 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Hu  gheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co . 38 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  47 

T’urmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 

WISCONSIN. 

wttkee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . I.'..!!'  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave’  38 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

W  ashington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  »t.  88 
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Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co..  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co . 16 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  37 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal*  Agency  Co.*, 

23  Lime  St . gg 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  10 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co . ’  7 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York.  .  . .  45 

Box  Car  Boaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 
Iowa .  4„ 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 
Iowa .  4 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 41 

j-nquetting*  Machinery. 

Traylor  Engineering  Co.,  New  York _ 46 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  61 

bairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _  43 

Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass.  . 4q 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump), 

W°rLs,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  33 

rSirbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  43 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine 8  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  4. 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus  Ohio .  45 

M1  n  a  1  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 


Ottumwa  iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

rhi  inc  P.  A/t:h  r»  .A  _ _ 


41 

33 


49 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  . . . ’  4J 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill .  44 

Wa“  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co!,** St.*  Louis*.  42 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill 
Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago.  . 

Coal  Mining*  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  45 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York. .  49 

Jfff'-ey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio!!.*.*;!  45 
MM,tf0rnS0n  Mf8-  C°”  Cambridge, 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.','  Chicago! !! !  18 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  47 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

i«nla  ue*1  .Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
MMassl0rnS°n  Mfg'  Co”  Cambridge, 

Coal  Washing*  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

4  -ff,reyn  ¥fg-  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Mornson  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

^aSS . . . 

Detective  Agencies. 

Clark,  A.  M.,  Agency,  Chicago . 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 
Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III _ 43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago . !  .!  2 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago _ !!!!  60 

Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mcliy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  39 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago..... .  48 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.;  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .  45 

(Continued  on  Page  40) 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  40 
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Che  Black  Diamond 

Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week  s  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That’s  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  Tournal  of 
its  kind. 


United  Coal  Company 

of  PittsburghPeima 


Mines  on  Monongahele.  River,  Second  Pooi 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


•  optrato  ovir  own  Individual  oars 
GENERAL  OFFICES: 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  -  _  D-  SINCLAIR,  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

of  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OB' 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Cas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <S.  420.  17  Battery  Pla.oe,  -  -  -  YORI< 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office.  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 
YoughiofjhenyGas  &S team  Coal 
Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  QQ  A  I 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaee  and  Foundry  use. 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

Ceneral  Offices  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO  o|T  ST.  PAULr|e  MINNEAPOLIS^  °^SUNa%%E^°R  CLEVELAND 


Mr.  CONSUMER 

These  figures  should  prove  to  vou  our  former  assertions  that  we  TAKE 
CARE  OF  OUR  TRADE. 

RAIL  SHIPMENTS  ONLY 

From  April  I  st,  ’04,  to  March  3 1  st,  ’05  1 » 1 99,2  1 6  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  ’05,  to  March  31st,  ’06  %  1,314,414  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  ’06,  to  March  31st,  ’07  1,922,594  net  tons 

First  Six  Months  from  April,  1 907,  to  November  I,  1907,  1,307,001  net  tons 
1st  HALF  NOVEMBER,  1907,  150,832  net  tons 

WE  WANT  YOUR  BUSINESS  AND  CAN  CIVE  YOU  THE  SAME  EXCELLENT  SERVICE  OUR  PRESENT  TRADE  IS  RECEIVING. 

THE  MONONCAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  GO. 

OF  F  I  C  E  S 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


REGISTERED 


“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


NOW  READY  FOR  DELIVERY 

A  A  A  A 

The  Art  of 
Wall  Street  Investing 

By  John  Moody 

A  Practical  Handbook  for  investors,  attract¬ 
ively  printed  and  bound,  and  treating  the 
r  subject  of  Wall  Street  Investing  in  a  sensi¬ 

ble  and  original  manner.  Many  books  have  been 
written  in  the  past  on  the  general  subject  of  Wall 
Street,  and  special  studies  have  been  made  of  its 
various  phases;  but  this  is  the  first  modern  attempt 
to  cover  the  subject  in  an  attractive  and  popular 
form,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  of  interest  to  the 
individual  investor  as  well  as  to  the  more  expert 
banker  and  broker.  The  book  is  made  up  of 
ten  chapters,  embracing  the  following  subjects: 


I.-Safety  and  security.  II.-Bonds  and  What  They  Represent.  III. -Stocks 
and  What  They  Are.  IV.-Analyiing  Railroad  Securities.  V.-Industrials 
and  Tractions.  Vl.-Investment  vs.  Speculation.  VII.-"Get-Rich-Quick’’ 
Schemes.  VIII-Reorganization  and  Syndicates.  IX.-The  New  York  Stock 
Exchange.  X.-Wall  Street  Phrases  and  Methods, 
f 

Price  per  copy,  $1.00  net;  by  mail,  $M0 

A  A  A  A 

THE  MOODY  CORPORATION 

35  NASSAU  STREBT  NET  YORK  CITY 


HOW  MANY  EMPLOYES 
HAVE  YOU? 

Does  each  one  get  his  own  Black  Diamond  every 
week,  or  do  you  subscribe  for  one  copy  and  pass 
it  around  ? 

Ask  any  one  of  your  employes  how  much  good  he 
can  get  out  of  every  copy  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Find  out  how  much  it  will  help  him  in  his  work,  then 
order  as  many  as  you  need  and  charge  it  up  to 
expense  account.  This  investment  will  yield 
good  returns. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  Statei. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 


RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 


f 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Fairmont  Coal  Company 


COAL 


GAS 

STEAM 

DOMESTIC 


F  airmont 


lake,  tidk-watbr  AND  ALB'RAIL  shipments 

FURNACE 

-  FOUNDRY 

CRUSHED 


COKE 


GENERAL  OFFICES,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  BALTIMORE.  F.  W.  WILSHIRE*  Gen’l  Mgr.  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

E.  M.  MANCOURT,  Western  Manager,  Majestic  Bldg.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


NEW  YORK: 

J.  E.  Parsons,  Mgr., 
1  Broadway 


PHILADELPHIA: 

W.  M.  Wilshire,  Mgr., 
Land  Title  Bldg. 


BALTIMORE: 

E.  P.  Coffins,  Mgr.  ' 
Continental  Trait  Bldg. 


BOSTON: 

R..  C.  Gillespie  Mgr., 
State  Mutual  Bldg.,  50  CoagresiSt. 


CINCINNATI: 

W.  C.  Rogers.  Mgr., 
Traction  Bldg. 


WASHINGTON: 

W.  A.  Leetch,  Mgr., 
Foot  of  30th  St. 


NORTH  western  fuel  CO. 

Western  Reserve  Bldg.  Northwestern  and  Chicago  AgsiUs. 

Foreign  Representative:  Sanders  &  Co.,  I  to  Oannon  80.,  London. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  st^nawh?AcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF 
Bituminous  Coal 


ff 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

Y.  C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

99 


66 


Somerset  County  (Pa.)  Smokeless  Coals 
Office,  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SEC  Y.  AND  TRCA8. 


R.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAOEN 


NEW  RIVER-K ANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 


PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1020-1687 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg:.,  Room  910. 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  FULTZ,  Mgr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 
Rooms  1409*10 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Larvdstreet  Coal  ®  Coke  Co 


Conducting  a 
General 


F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- BUSINESS= — 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


Cabin  Creek  Splint 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas  and  New  River 


75  Mines  on  the  C.  &  O. 

...  ^  ,  .  ,  _..  •  w  .  .  and  K.  &  M.  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nuai  capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Coal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec.-Treas. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COAL  AND  SUPPLY  CO. 


Bituminous,  all  kinds 
Pittston  Anthracite 


Coal=Building  Material, 


211  GRAND  AVENUE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


All  Kinds 

DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


ACENTS  AND 
EXCLUSIVE  SHIPPERS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
“Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 

All  DA  II  EAril  iticc  rwir*  ga  Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capai 

ALL-RAIL  FACILITIES-CHICAGO  3,000,000  Tons 

Ceneral  Office:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office:  Planklnton  Building  Chicago  Office :  Fisher  Building 


COVERED  WHARVES : 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company, 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Morlarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt, 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


34 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[January 


J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


PUR.EST 

STEAM  —  Absolutely  One  Quality  —  DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  o!  the  United  Stites  Coal  4  Oil  Co. 
at  fiulden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  BOR,  THE  FAMOUS 
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R.  S.  McVEIGH.  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Daily  capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coa 
Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  Vest  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  Rive 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio 

— —  WRITE  FOR  PRICES - 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


THE  STANDARD  ,  -^•pOCflTONTAS 

of  EXCELLENCE  '1® 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C,  C.  B,  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 


O.  O.  13.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue!  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  ©•  6.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal  Branch  Offices 


1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y, 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building.  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  treet,  Boston  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke.  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blvth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C„  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOCLE,  President  C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President  JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretar 

Crescent  Co:i  1  «&  Mining  Company 

SOS  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO 


PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

—  COVERED  STORAGE.  SHIPPING.  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS’  YARDS - 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenui 

Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHR.ACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  C.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO 

OldColony  Bldg 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 


LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  6c  KANAWHA 
COKE 
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THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U. 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  News,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO. 

PINEY  FORK 


CENERAL  OFFICES 

BUILD  INC  CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vlce-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  ADHIRALTY  HARK  , 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARIVIET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

^T“d  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAGEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 


QUALITY  SUPERIOR. 


Mines  on  Cabin  Creek.  Kanawha  County,  Weat  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ra-ilwa-y. 

PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 
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Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  Jour  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamfs  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — Position  as  yard  man¬ 
ager;  12  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  45,  care  of 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED— By  com¬ 
petent  mine  superintendent.  Sober 
and  industrious.  Illinois  certificate. 
Employed  at  present.  Address  Box 
44,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  RENT — The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Vv  a- 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  travel¬ 
ing  salesman  for  operating  or  dock 
company.  Experienced  and  success¬ 
ful.  At  present  employed  in  Chicago. 
Address  Box  46,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Ill.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 


WANTED — Position  as  sales  agent 
by  experienced  coal  man  of  proved 
ability.  If  the  salary  is  large  enough 
would  go  on  the  road  for  a  first-class 
operating  company.  Address  Box  24, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


A  YOUNG  MAN  with  five  years’ 

experience  as  sales  agent  and  travel¬ 
ing  representative  for  a  large  coal 
shipping  company  desires  situation  as 
sales  manager  or  agent  in  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  or  other  western  state.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  41,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  with  large  cor¬ 
poration  or  railroad,  as  special 
agent  or  claim  agent.  Applicant  is 
thoroughly  experienced  and  has  gilt- 
edged  references.  Can-  be  of  especial 
value  to  large  transportation  com¬ 
pany.  Interview  requested.  Address 
Box  43,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Southern  Illinois  coal 

mining  rights;  60,000  acres,  average 
thickness  6  feet.  Good  coal;  mining 
condition  good.  Transportation  I. 
C.  R.  R.  and  other  trunk  lines.  Small 
tract  Saline  county  coal  on  Big  Four 
R.  R.  to  lease  on  favorable  terms. 


Address  Box  37,  care  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago. 


FOR  SALE — A  lease  500  acres  in 

thick  vein  Hocking  coal.  Mine  in 
operation,  good  buildings,  miners’ 
houses  and  store.  Would  sell  lease 
or  a  half  interest  to  a  party  who 
would  take  charge  of  the  plant.  Rea¬ 
sons  for  selling,  other  business  re 
quiring  all  of  attention.  Address  B. 
64,  care  Black  Diamond. 


A  RELIABLE  and  well-known 

wholesale  coal  company,  not  oper¬ 
ating  mines  of  their  own,  but  famil¬ 
iar  with  all  the  details  of  mining  op¬ 
erations,  its  principals  having  had 
years  of  experience  both  in  producing 
and  marketing  the  product,  and  who 
are  able  to  so  systematize  the  work 
that  owners  may  know  what  is 
being  done,  would  furnish  their  serv¬ 
ices  to  look  after  the  selling,  collect¬ 
ing,  making  up  pay  rolls  and  keeping 
all  accounts  on  a  tonnage  or  salary 
basis.  Address  Box  42,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


BITUMINOUS  COAL  SALES¬ 
MAN,  successful  and  experienced, 
with  line  and  tide  trade  with  rolling 
mills,  [taper  mills,  glass  manufactur¬ 
ers,  textile  mills,  and  the  large  con¬ 
sumers  generally,  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Maryland, 
Delaware  and  vicinity,  also  familiar 
with  the  chartering  of  vessels  and 
tidewater  business,  ana  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  executive  part  of 
the  coal  business,  desires  a  position 
with  an  aggressive  and  responsible 
bituminous  mining  company.  Address 
“Yale,’’  Box  2050,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

— — — —  AND  ■ 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE.  WIS. 

CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Mon^dnock  Bldg. 
HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


DIAMOND  DRILL  CONTRACTORS 

We  do  all  kinds  of  Diamoni 
Drill  work  by  contrait  am 
would  be  glad  to  quote  yo 
a  price  on  any  work  that  yo 
contemplate  doing  in  the  nea 
future. 

Our  Drill 
Operators 

are  reliable,  and  men  who  hav 
had  years  of  experience  in  thi 
work.  Our  representative  wr 
be  glad  to  call  on  you  person 
ally  and  give  you  a  price  tha 
is  right  for  your  work. 

Birdsboro  Steel  Foundry  &  Machine  Co 

Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATE i 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  <&  DU NCAI\ 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHI 


Choice  Grades  of  Ha^ 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  an 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEI 

12-16-20-25-30-35-40  lbs.  per  yard 
Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )The  W.  Virginia  Rail  C< 
.  Sales  Agents  )  Mills.  Huntington.  W.  V: 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


SAVE  MONE^ 

- BY  USING - 

BUDA 

STANDARD 

SCALES 

The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  othtr  makes  and  ar 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ 
omyfornot  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  fully  50  pe 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  firs 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  an 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales.  » 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


john  d.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  GOAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


FOR  SALE 

About  5000  acres  of  coal  land  and  surface 
with  three  miles  frontage  on  Ohio  River. 
The  only  river  mine  on  Ohio  River,  known 
as  the  W.  P.  D  Bu*h  property.  Un¬ 
qualifiedly  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
investment  and  speculation  offered  in 
this  decade.  To  be  sold  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  the  Union  Circuit  Court 
without  resetve,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
Monday,  October  7th,  1907,  at  the  Court 
House  door,  Morgansfield,  Union  County, 
Kentucky.  For  full  information  address: 
W.  T.  Harris,  Commissioner,  Morganfield,  Ky. 
Henry  Burnett,  Lincoln  Bank  Bldg.,  Louis* 
yille,  Ky. 

David  W.  Fairleigb,  Paul  Jones  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Albert  S.  Brandeis,  L.  £  N  office,  9th  and 
Broadway,  Louisville,  Ky. 

George  G.  Briggs,  Louisville  Trust  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

H.X  Morton,  Morganfield,  Ky. 


Goodman  Manufacturing  Company 


Halsted  Street  and  48th  Place 
CHICAGO 


Pittsburg 


Nashville 


Birmingham 


Knoxville 


St.  Louis 


Denver 


Charleston,  W.  Va. 


Loading  and  unloading  made  easy,  rapid  and  safe  by  the  Goodman 
Patented  Drop=Front  Truck,  not  to  be  had  with  any  other  machine 


THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


The  GOODMAN  Electric  Chain 
Breast  Mining  Machine 

Has  no  equal  for  strength  and  power,  nor  for  efficiency  of  performance  in  the  most  severe  classes  of  coal  mining  work 


| 

“Better  than 
the  best 
of  all  the 
rest.” 


Standard  Type 
for  High  and 
Medium  Coal 

Low  Vein  Type 
for  work  in 
Thin  Seams. 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


Dicksorv  (&L  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
Interna.tlonBLl  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &  Wire  Co. 

Chicago  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co. 

Inla.nd  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
“Sample”  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very 
little  value  to  an  advertiser.  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

42  Broadway.  1150-65  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  St. 


Getting 

Together 

On  the  Coal  question  is 
the  easiest  thing  in  the 
world  when  once  you 
find  a  firm  that  handles 
only  reliable  brands,  and 
always  makes  right 
prices.  That’s  us.  If 
you  need  anything  in 

Winifrede  Splint 

ND 

Diana  Hocking 

There’ll  be  no  difficulty 
in  our“getting  together” 
as  these  coals  are  the 
kinds  that  make  perma¬ 
nent  customers,  and  our 
prices  are  just  the  kind 
you’re  looking  lor. 

Try  us  and  see. 

HOSTLER  COAL  3  COKE  CO. 

CHICAGO.  5 
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DES  MOINES. 
IOW  A 


Iron 

Works 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


BUILDERS  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND  JA  1 

ANTHRACITE  VvML 

_ DAYTON.  OHIO _ 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO. 

Hugheston,  W.  Va.  Capacity  800  Tons  Daily 

QUINCY  COAL  CO. 

Quincy,  W.  Va.  Capacity  350  Tons  Daily 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“HUCHES  CREEK”  AND  “QUINCY,”  W.VA.  8PU"T 

x  ’  COALS 

Mines  on  K.  &  M.  Ry.,  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va. 

We  solicit  your  orders  for  both  rail  and  river  shipments. 

ADDRESS 

JNO.  W.  MOORE,  Sales  M^r. 

INDEPENDENT  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


10NC  OiSTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1962 

PECTOR  C320 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  *  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  ■» 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  p  A  A  f 
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1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 
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REVIEW  OF  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  COAL  TRADE. 


After  a  period  of  prolonged  hesitation  and  wavering  between  two  pos¬ 
sible  courses  of  action  the  coal  operators  have  at  last  adopted  the  safe  and 
sane  course  and  are  beginning  to  curtail  production  to  the  needs  of  the  actual 
market.  Apparently  everyone  with  the  exception  of  the  coal  operator  has 
seen  the  necessity  for  such  action  and  has  realized  the  value  of  this  ex¬ 
pediency  for  the  last  two  months.  The  coal  operator  is  just  beginning  to 
realize  that  his  future  profits  depend  upon  the  adoption  of  this  course. 

After  waiting  and  hoping  that  the  market  might  be  enlivened  through 
the  appearance  of  cold  weather  the  anthracite  operators  have  decided  to 
close  down  their  mines  two  days  a  week  until  further  notice.  This  action 
will  be  rescinded  as  soon  as  weather  conditions  warrant  heavier  consumption. 
The  anthracite  dealers  do  not  care  to  carry  over  any  more  coal  into  the  sum¬ 
mer  months  than  is  absolutely  required,  and  the  operators  refuse  to  begin 
creating  stocks  this  early  in  the  year.  Three  weeks  ago  the  Kanawha  oper¬ 
ators  curtailed  production  and  have  maintained  that  policy  steadily  ever 
since.  Within  the  week  the  operators  in  the  smokeless  coal  region  have 
decided  to  curtail  production  down  to  forty  per  cent  of  what  it  has  been 
recently.  In  this  the  railroads  are  going  to  co-operate  by  refusing  to  deliver 
any  more  cars  than  will  take  care  of  forty  per  cent  of  the  normal  output. 


A  WEEK’S 


Weather  conditions  plus  the  influence  of  the  period  of  depression 
still  dictate  the  state  of  the  coal  market.  The  weather  was  cold  enough 
during  three  days  of  the  last  week,  to  cause  some  little  increase  in  the 
consumption,  and  the  stocks  of  some  domestic  coals  were  fairly  well 
cleaned  up.  The  heavy  shipments  into  this  territory  more  than  ofifset 
the  influence  of  the  colder  weather  and  the  market  is  so  weak  as  to  leave 
the  impression  that  there  is  no  bottom. 

Unquestionably  the  weakest  spot  is  that  where  the  shipments  have 
been  the  heaviest  and  without  regard  to  the  demand,  namely,  in  the 
smokeless  coal  trade.  Since  it  is  apparent  that  a  grade  of  coal  is  strong 
or  weak  according  as  shippers  restrict  the  output  to  the  needs  of  the 
market  or  disregard  market  conditions,  it  would  seem  that  the  members 
of  the  trade  should  come  to  the  realization  that  Chicago  can  not  absorb 
an  unlimited  amount  of  coal.  The  situation  in  screenings  emphasizes 
the  position  of  the  coal  trade  in  general.  Under  ordinary  circumstances 
a  reduction  in  the  output  of  lump  automatically  strengthens  the  demand 
for  screenings  as  the  supply  is  reduced.  Although  lump  coal  sales  are 
reduced  to  the  minimum  screenings  are  barely  steady. 

The  anthracite  market  is  unusually  slow.  Consumers  are  not  taking 
much  coal,  buying  from  hand  to  mouth.  The  shippers  who  have  been  behind 
on  the  delivery  of  the  smaller  sizes  are  now  getting  caught  up. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  County  coal  is  a  little  stronger  in  the  country,  but  this 
only  tends  to  emphasize  the  weakness  inside  the  city.  It  is  found  that 
the  prepared  coal  sells  much  more  easily  and  at  better  prices.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.50  to  $2.75;  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65;  1^4-inch 
steam  lump,  $2.35  to  $2.65;  domestic  nut,  $2.55  to  $2.65.  The  higher 
prices  all  through  are  those  prevailing  in  the  country  trade. 

Third  Vein  coal  is  in  a  fraction  better  demand  in  the  country,  but 
the  production  is  still  below  normal  and  in  the  main  the  prices  are 
nominal.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine-run,  $2.50;  chunks,  $2.75; 
standard  lump,  $2.65;  washed  nut,  $2.65;  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  prices  are  just  about  steady  on  the  basis  of  prices 
quoted  a  week  ago.  It  is  seen  that  within  the  week  some  of  the  coal 
which  heretofore  has  been  up  to  demurrage  has  been  fairly  well  cleaned 
up  and  the  market  is  therefore  a  shade  firmer.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  Mine-run,  $1.70;  2-inch  egg  or  lump,  $2.00;  No.  1  nut,  $1.85; 
screenings,  $1.30  to  $1.35. 

Springfield  coal  is  showing  less  necessity  to  make  a  sacrifice  as  to 
prices  on  account  of  the  accumulation  of  car  service.  A  week  ago  a 
good  deal  of  mine-run  was  being  offered  as  low  as  $1.50,  but  this  low- 
priced  coal  is  now  off  the  market  and  quotations  obtaining  on  coal 
shipped  direct  from  the  mine  on  order  are  more  nearly  general  than 
they  have  been  for  several  weeks.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine- 
run,  $1.70;  screenings,  $1.30;  nut,  $1.80;  egg  or  lump,  $2.25;  l^-inch 
lump,  $1.90.  Trade  is  dull. 

Lincoln  coal  is  quiet  and  dull,  although  the  prices  are  holding  rea¬ 
sonably  steady  because  none  is  up  to  demurrage.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Domestic  chunks,  $2.25;  egg,  $2.50;  mine-run,  $1.75;  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.30;  nut,  $2.00;  lj4->nch  lump,  $2.00. 

Carterville  coal  has  been  up  to  demurrage  in  Chicago,  resulting  in 
some  extraordinary  sacrificing  of  prices,  with  the  result  that  several  lots 
of  6-inch  lump  have  been  sold  on  the  market  at  $2.00  a  ton.  This,  of 
course,  is  anywhere  from  50  to  75  cents  below  the  price  obtaining  on 
orders  direct  from  the  mines.  Screenings  are  reasonably  firm,  but  the 
market  is  not  extraordinarily  active.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for 
Chicago  delivery:  Mine-run,  90  cents  to  $1.00;  lj4-inch  screenings,  40 
to  45  cents;  lump  or  egg,  $1.50  to  $1.75. 


Most  of  the  Indiana  operators  have  been  curtailing  production,  but  the  move¬ 
ment  is  now  quite  general  in  Indiana  and  has  spread  to  Illinois.  About  the 
only  producers  in  the  latter  state  who  so  far  have  disregarded  the  general 
tendency  are  those  operators  located  in  the  Carterville  field.  The  demoraliza¬ 
tion  of  their  prices  is  a  natural  consequence.  In  the  south,  Kentucky  oper¬ 
ators  have  been  forced  into  this  position  because  the  railroads  have  been 
the  principal  buyers  and  are  now  refusing  to  accept  any  more  coal,  and  the 
curtailment  of  output  is  now  a  matter  of  necessity  rather  than  of  expediency. 
The  curtailment  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  territory  has  become  a  matter  of 
necessity  also  and  the  trade  there  is  as  dull  as  in  midsummer. 

As  to  the  matter  of  prices,  the  market  in  various  localities  has  been  de¬ 
termined  by  the  weather  conditions  plus  the  amount  of  demurrage  coal  on 
hand.  The  latter  really  has  been  the  dominant  feature,  since  the  weather  has 
been  unusually  unfavorable  to  the  coal  trade.  Add  to  this  the  unwillingness  to 
buy  on  a  falling  market  and  the  demoralized  state  of  the  trade  can  readily  be 
understood.  In  the  east  agitation  over  coal  prices  has  increased  because  the 
operators  and  dealers  say  that  April  is  too  early  to  begin  cutting  the  price  of 
anthracite  and  that  the  summer  reduction  should  not  take  place  until  the  first 
of  May,  or  after  the  consuming  period  for  the  winter  is  over. 


Clinton  screenings  are  scarce  and  in  comparatively  good  demand. 
Prices  consequently  have  held  firm  to  stronger  within  the  week.  Most 
of  the  mines  in  the  Clinton  field  are  running  steadily,  although  they  are 
not  up  to  full  capacity,  but  most  of  the  coal  has  been  kept  off  the  mar¬ 
ket  until  it  is  sold  and  consequently  the  prices  are  firm.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago:  Screenings,  $1.35  to  $1.40;  mine-run,  $1.70  to  $1.80;  4-inch 
domestic  lump,  $2.3Q  to  $2.40;  steam  lump,  $1.95  to  $2.00.  The  price  of 
the  latter  is  shaded  a  little  because  the  screenings  can  be  sold  at  better 
prices  when  obtained. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  is  a  shade  stronger  in  the  country 
districts,  but  the  demand  in  Chicago  is  nothing  extraordinary  and  prices 
consequently  are  easy.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks  or  egg,  $2.30 
to  $2.55;  steam  lump,  $2.30  to  $2.45. 

Brazil  Block  is  just  about  holding  its  own  on  the  basis  of  recent 
quotations.  The  market  in  Chicago  is  represented  by  $2.95,  while  the 
price  in  the  country  is  $3.05  in  box  cars. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

As  a  result  of  the  cooler  weather  within  the  last  week  the  Hocking 
coal  that  was  up  to  demurrage  has  been  cleaned  up  reasonably  well  and 
there  is  not  so  much  price-cutting  as  w-ag  noted  a  week  ago.  The  de 
mand  is  reasonably  firm  all  through,  sufficient,  in  fact,  to  absorb  the 
steady  shipments  from  the  mines.  Jackson  Hill  coal  is  also  holding 
steady,  although  the  shipments  into  this  territory  are  not  up  to  normal. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Standard  Hocking,  $3.00  to  $3.15;  Jackson 
Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8,  $2.80. 

Kanawha  coal  market  is  still  all  shot  to  pieces  in  the  Chicago  market,  al¬ 
though  the  extraordinary  conditions  obtaining  last  week  have  been  re¬ 
lieved  somewhat  by  the  cleaning  up  of  some  of  the  coal  that  was  draw¬ 
ing  demurrage.  Even  on  this  low-price  coal  prices  are  15  cents  higher, 
and  $3.00  is  a  low -figure.  For  the  higher  grade  coals  we  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  $3.25  to  $3.40. 

Youghiogheny  shipments  into  this  territory  have  been  exceptionally 
low  because  there  is  practically  no  demand.  It  is  difficult  to  quote 
prices  except  on  gas  coal,  but  the  following  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  conservative  prices:  Three-quarter-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  Y\- 
inch  steam,  $3.05  to  $3.15;  lj4-inch  lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

Smokeless  coal  is  the  most  demoralized  spot  in  the  entire  market. 
It  has  been  practically  impossible  to  get  .circular  for  even  the  higher 
grades  of  smokeless  coal,  while  off  grades  have  been  selling  at  ridicu¬ 
lously  low  figures.  From  95  cents  to  $1.10  have  been  the  prevailing 
figures  quoted  on  mine-run,  while  it  has  been  comparatively  easy  to 
obtain  lump  and  egg  as  low  as  $1.75  at  the  mines.  Under  certain  cir¬ 
cumstances  some  high-grade  lump  and  egg  has  been  shipped  into  this 
territory  billed  as  mine-run  and  selling  at  mine-run  circular  of  $1.45  the 
mine.  This  represented  demurrage  coal,  while  some  of  the  low-priced 
mine-run  has  been  off  grade.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  For  standard 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  mine-run,  $3.05  to  $3.50;  egg  or  lump,  $3.80 
to  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  in  scant  supply  because  there  is  no  demand  for  the 
product.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three-quarter-inch  gas,  $3.15  to 
$3.25;  Y-inch  steam,  $3.05. 

All  prices  on  coke  have  been  reduced  within  the  week,  the  heaviest 
cuts  being  made  in  the  by-product  domestic  and  gas-house  coke.  The 
furnace  and  foundry  cokes  have  also  been  reduced  in  price,  due  to  the 
light  demand  on  account  of  the  lack  of  activity  on  the  part  of  steel¬ 
making  concerns.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $5.25; 
Wise  County,  $5.00;  West  Virginia,  $5.00;  48-hour,  $4.25;  by-product,  $5.00, 
and  gas  house,  $4.75. 


DEVELOPMENTS  IN  CHICAGO  MARKET. 


[January  25 


12 


Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Some  Coke  Ovens  Are  Resuming,  but 
the  Production  Is  Still  Below 
Normal. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  January  23. 

During  the  past  week  there  has  been  a  notice¬ 
able  increase  in  the  demand  for  bituminous  coal 
throughout  the  Pittsburgh  district,  and  also  a 
number  of  large  inquiries  for  requirements  for 
the  present  year.  There  have  been  no  contracts 
of  any  great  importance  signed  up,  however,  al¬ 
though  there  are  a  number  hanging  fire  that  may 
be  handed  down  at  any  time. 

Nearly  all  of  the  mines  continue  to  be  oper¬ 
ated  regularly,  and  there  is  little  difficulty  in  dis¬ 
posing  of  the  coal  mined.  The  largest  producers 
are  running  their  mines  steadily  on  both  rail  and 
river  shipments,  and  from  the  present  indications 
will  continue  to  do  so  indefinitely. 

There  are  plenty  of  cars  of  all  kinds  now,  so 
that  practically  nothing  is  being  held  up  on  this 
account.  During  the  past  week  a  large  number 
of  operators  resumed  paying  the  men  in  cur¬ 
rency  instead  of  the  script  that  has  been  used  for 
the  past  several  months.  Money  is  becoming 
more  plentiful  every  day,  and  business  in  this 
respect  has  about  resumed  its  normal  condition. 

The  river  interests  shipped  a  large  amount  of 
coal  out  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  completely 
emptying  the  local  pools  and  harbor  of  all  coal 
except  that  actually  required  for  local  consump¬ 
tion.  There  could,  and  would,  have  been  much 
more  shipped  to  the  south  had  this  last  rise  not 
come  so  soon  after  the  one  of  a  few  weeks  ago 
that  it  had  been  impossible  to  get  enough  empties 
back  in  the  harbor  to  load  and  start  on  the  south¬ 
ern  trip.  There  have  been  a  large  number  of  tow¬ 
boats  and  empties  received  here  this  week,  how¬ 
ever,  and  these  will  be  loaded  for  shipment  as 
soon  as  possible  in  anticipation  of  another  rise 
should  it  come  within  the  next  few  weeks.  There 
are  large  piles  of  coal  at  most  of  the  mines  along 
the  Monongahela  river,  and  it  will  be  but  a  short 
time  until  this  is  loaded  and  sent  to  Pittsburgh 
for  shipment  south. 

Prices  remain  about  the  same  as  quoted  last 
week,  with  no  indications  of  any  change  either 
way  for  some  time  to  come.  We  quote  mine- 
run  at  $1.15  to  $1.20;  54-inch  lump  at  $1.25  to 
$1.30;  1^4 -inch  lump  at  $1.35  to  $1.40;  3-inch 
lump  at  $1.60  to  $1.65 ;  1^4-inch  nut  at  $1.15  to 
$1.20,  and  slack  at  70  cents  and  80  cents,  all  prices 
f.  o.  b.  mines. 

The  coke  trade  continues  rather  dull,  although 
there  is  improvement  noted  each  week,  and  it  is 
thought  that  there  will  be  a  steady  increase  from 
now  on,  as  a  large  number  of  blast  furnaces  are 
starting  up,  and  the  demand  is  sure  to  increase 
steadily.  Production  has  shown  a  material  in¬ 
crease  during  the  week  in  the  Connellsville  re¬ 
gion,  and  the  leading  producer  in  that  field  has 
placed  a  large  number  of  additional  ovens  in 
blast.  The  indications  are  that  more  will  be  fired 
this  week. 

The  majority  of  the  independent  ovens  continue 
1o  be  operated  on  what  is  termed  “slow  time,”  the 
men  being  given  employment  but  four  or  five  days 
a  week  as  a  rule.  Prices  as  quoted  are  a  little 
lower  in  many  cases  than  the  quotations  of  last 
week,  as  there  is  considerable  shading  being  done 
in  order  to  keep  the  ovens  clear  and  to  keep 
them  fired  where  otherwise  it  would  be  necessary 
to  bank  or  draw  a  great  many  of  them.  For 
prompt  shipment,  furnace  coke  is  quoted  at  from 
$1.75  to  $2,  while  on  contract  it  is  quoted  at  from 
$2  to  $2.25.  Foundry  coke  quotations  are  from 
$2.50  to  $2.75,  although  for  spot  shipment  this 
can  readily  be  shaded  somewhat.  Production  in 
the  Connellsville  region  last  week  was  approxi¬ 
mately  90,000  tons,  and  in  the  lower  region  about 
55,000  tons,  which  is  in  both  cases  considerably 
below  the  record  of  last  year. 


Will  Fight  Reduction. 

Coal  operators  are  working  on  a  new  wage 
scale  to  be  presented  to  the  miners  shortly,  ask¬ 
ing  that  the  latter  accept  a  reduction  in  wages  of 
about  ten  per  cent.  It  is  also  stated  that  the 
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miners  have  thoroughly  discussed  the  wage  scale 
question  and  will  stand  firm  against  a  reduction. 

The  operators  say  it  is  impossible  to  tell  what 
action  will  be  taken  until  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
operators  is  held  at  Indianapolis  the  last  of  the 
month.  During  the  last  few  months  production 
has  been  greatly  decreased,  and  the  operators 
claim  that  the  production  of  1908  will  not  equal 
that  of  1907. 

For  this  reason  the  miners  are  said  to  have 
dropped  their  demands  for  higher  wages,  but  will 
insist  that  no  reduction  be  made  at  this  time. 


News  and  Personals. 

Charles  H.  Bohmer,  sales  agent  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  for  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  this  city,  returned  to 
his  office  in  that  city  this  week  after  having  spent 
a  week  here. 

J.  Frank  Tilley,  secretary  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Exchange,  left  this  week  for  Washington, 
D.  C..  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  legislative 
committee  of  the  National  Board  of  Steam  Nav¬ 
igation,  in  session  this  week. 

W.  H.  Cramp,  master  of  transportation  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  returned  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  this 
week,  where  he  was  superintending  the  making 
up  of  tows  from  this  city  for  shipment  to  the 
far  south.  All  craft  were  gotten  off  successfully. 

At  Webster,  Pa.,  the  Ella  mine  of  the  United 
Coal  Company  resumed  operations  this  week 
after  having  been  closed  for  the  past  six  weeks. 
The  mine  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  vicinity  of 
Monongahela  City,  and  will  again  give  steady  em¬ 
ployment  to  about  350  men.  It  has  a  monthly 
pay  roll  of  about  $25,000. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  was  held  last  week  at  the  offices  of  the 
company  in  this  city.  Outside  of  the  election  of 
directors  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  only  other 
important  business  transacted  was  the  adoption 
of  a  resolution  approving  the  acts  of  the  board 
and  the  executive  committee  during  the  past  year. 
Copies  of  the  annual  statement  had  been  sent  in 
advance  to  the  stockholders,  these  figures  show¬ 
ing  the  excellent  record  that  had  been  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year.  In  the  election  of  the  board 
of  directors  two  changes  were  made,  the  new 
directors  being  Alexander  Dempster,  an  old  and 
well  known  operator,  and  Frank  Semple,  an  at¬ 
torney  for  the  Thaw  estate.  These  gentlemen 
replaced  Francis  L.  Robbins  and  George  I.  Whit¬ 
ney.  The  board  of  directors  for  the  coming  year 
now  consists  of  Alexander  Dempster,  Frank  Sem¬ 
ple,  J.  B.  Finley,  A.  W.  Mellon,  John  A.  Bell,  D. 
B.  Oliver,  D.  Leet  Wilson,  George  W.  Theiss 
and  J.  Dennison  Lyon.  The  board  of  directors 
at  the  meeting  to  elect  officers  elected  George  W. 
Theiss  president  to  succeed  Francis  L.  Robbins, 
and  Alexander  Dempster,  the  other  new  director, 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  executive  board.  All 
of  the  other  officers  were  re-elected. 


New  Grade  of  Coal. 

Louisville,  Ky..  January  23. — Reports  of  the 
discovery  of  a  bed  of  white  coal  at  Wrightsburg, 
McLean  county,  have  caused  considerable  inter¬ 
est  throughout  the  state. 

Specimens  of  the  coal,  which  was  found  by  a 
farmer  while  making  excavations  for  a  reservoir, 
have  been  sent  here  by  a  preacher  from  Madison- 
ville,  who  has  been  conducting  revival  services 
in  the  mountain  district  near  Wrightsburg,  and 
will  be  analyzed  by  experts  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  composition  and  value  of  the  de¬ 
posit  for  commercial  purposes. 

The  coal  is  of  a  grayish  white,  with  a  consid¬ 
erable  luster.  It  is  said  to  burn  slowly  with  lit¬ 
tle  soot  or  cinders,  leaving  a  powdery  ash  not 
unlike  that  from  a  wood  fire.  Coal  men  believe 
that  it  contains  some  metallic  salt  which  causes 
the  color. 


The  shot  firers  employed  by  the  Crowe  Coal 
Company  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  have  been  given 
an  increase  in  wages  of  fifty  cents  per  day. 
They  are  now  receiving  five  dollars  per  day. 


Knoxville  Situation.  1^4 


The  Money  Situation  Is  Easier,  but  the 
Trade  Is  Still  Waiting  for  a 
Buying  Movement. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  industrial  condition  of  the 
south  is  still  such  as  to  make  the  coal  market 
dull.  While  the  cotton  crop  and  agricultural 
products,  which  make  the  bulk  of  the  trade  of 
the  south,  are  bringing  good  prices  and  thus  are 
assuring  general  prosperity  for  the  section,  this 
does  not  effect  the  industrial  conditions  ma¬ 
terially. 

The  condition  is  slightly  improved.  The  atti¬ 
tude  is  still  largely  one  of  waiting,  a  waiting  of 
the  industries  for  the  jobber  and  the  jobber  of  the 
merchant  and  the  merchant  of  the  consumer. 
Since  the  consumer  in  the  south  is  being  gener¬ 
ally  helped  by  the  good  prices  ot  cotton  and  agri¬ 
culture,  it  is  regarded  that  in  many  industrial 
lines  that  there  must  soon  be  a  resumption  of 
nearly  full  activity. 

Iron  is  still  dull.  Southern  furnaces,  for  the 
most  part,  are  idle.  The  coal  regions  that  fur¬ 
nish  coke  are  dumping  coal  on  the  steam  market 
which  otherwise  would  have  gone  into  coke,  thus 
creating  a  depressing  influence  on  prices.  But 
the  coking  business  is  not  altogether  dead.  Ma¬ 
chine  shops  and  foundries  are  comparatively 
active. 

The  domestic  coal  situation  has  not  improved. 
Prices  are  steady.  As  indicating  the  value  which 
retail  coal  dealers  are  putting  on  cash  buisness, 
it  is  reported  that  cash  secures  for  the  purchaser 
twenty-five  cents  off  on  the  ton  of  coal.  Some  of 
the  retailers  are  stretching  this  provision  and 
saying  that  cash  within  thirty  days  secures  the 
discount.  Most  of  the  customers  are  paying 
within  thirty  days.  This  sort  of  encouragement 
of  cash  trade  and  good  collections,  it  is  believed, 
is  well  justified  by  the  condition  of  the  times. 


To  Dam  the  River. 

Congressman  N.  W.  Hale  has  introduced  a  bill 
in  congress  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a 
lock  and  dam  on  the  Clinch  river  at  its  junction 
with  the  Tennessee  river.  It  is  stated  that  a 
proper  lock  and  dam  at  the  place  mentioned  will 
create  a  boating  channel  to  the  coal  field  of 
Coal  Creek  and  also  to  mines  in  the  vicinity  of 
Harriman  on  the  Emory  river,  a  tributary  of  the 
Clinch.  As  soon  as  the  cost  of  such  a  lock  and 
dam  is  made  known  through  the  engineering  de¬ 
partment  of  the  government  a  bill  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  calling  for  the  appropriation  of  a  sum  of 
money  necessary  to  construct.  It  is  considered 
that  the  government  can  negotiate  the  sale  of 
horse  power  from  the  dam  to  great  advantage 
and  thus  create  a  sum  of  money  for  further  de¬ 
veloping  navigation  on  this  important  stream. 


Personal  Mention. 

A  report  is  current  that  C.  S.  McManus,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Sterling  mine  of  Middlesboro  and 
other  mines  in  this  region,  is  slated  for  an  im¬ 
portant  position  with  the  Southern  railway,  from 
which  road  he  retired  about  two  years  ago.  Mr. 
McManus  was  formerly  general  superintendent 
of  the  western  district  of  the  Southern,  with 
headquarters  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  but  resigned 
to  take  up  the  development  of  coal  interests  at 
Middlesboro,  Ky.  He  has  been  making  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Knoxville. 

Traveling  representatives  of  coal  mines  of 
this  territory  who  have  been  up  against  a  crazy 
quilt  of  railroad  rates  in  the  southeastern  states 
are  now'  gratified  that  through  concessions  on 
the  part  of  the  railroads  most  of  the  territory  to 
be  traveled  has  a  two  and  a  half  cents  rate.  A 
move  is  on  foot  for  the  Tennessee  railroad  com¬ 
mission  to  establish  a  like  rate  in  Tennessee, 
which  will  pretty  near  complete  the  uniformity  of 
the  rate  in  the  southeastern  territory. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


The  Market  Is  Demoralized  and  Cuts 
in  Prices  Fail  to  Produce 
Business 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  January  23. 

Continued  unseasonable  weather  has  lessened 
the  demand  for  coal  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is 
doubtful  if  any  person  now  engaged  in  the  coal 
business  can  recall  worse  conditions  than  at  pres¬ 
ent.  There  is  absolute  stagnation  in  the  trade, 
and  prices  have  fallen  to  ruination  figures.  The 
railroads  are  doing  everything  in  their  power  to 
help  out  the  coal  men,  extending  favors  that  are 
thankfully  received ;  but  there  is  nothing  that  can 
help  as  much  as  some  cold  weather,  and  that  does 
not  come. 

Industrial  conditions  are  still  far  from  being 
normal,  and  the  demand  for  coal  for  steam  fuel  is 
still  far  from  satisfactory.  There  was  a  little 
flurry  in  nut  and  slack  last  week,  due  to  the  fact, 
of  course,  that  nut  and  slack  is  scarce  on  account 
of  the  very  small  amount  of  lump  coal  that  is 
being  made  at  the  mines,  and  the  dealers  and  ship¬ 
pers  took  heart  and  thought  that  it  was  the  real 
beginning  of  the  resumption  of  manufacturing 
and  other  industrial  operations ;  but  even  that  lim¬ 
ited  demand  did  not  continue,  and  even  nut  and 
slack  is  not  as  firm  as  it  was  last  week. 

Every  kind  of  coal  is  going  begging.  Lump  is 
worse  than  steam  grades  because  there  is  practi¬ 
cally  no  demand  for  it,  while  there  is  a  little  steam 
coal  being  used.  One  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
a  ton  at  the  mmes  is  now  the  open  quotation  of 
standard  Kanawha  lump ;  but  even  this  unusually 
low  price  does  not  move  it,  and  the  same  people 
who  quote  $1.25  will  take  $1  a  ton.  To  show 
how  bad  the  market  actually  is,  a  lot  of  four-inch 
lump  of  standard  Norfolk  &  Western  coal  was 
hawked  all  over  the  city  before  it  could  be  sold 
at  80  cents  a  ton.  This,  however,  is  not  the  real 
market  price,  because  there  probably  is  not  an¬ 
other  concern  in  the  business  that  would  dupli¬ 
cate  the  sale ;  yet  it  shows  that  it  takes  very  little 
lump  coal  to  fill  up  all  the  holes,  and  that  it  is 
necessary  to  break  down  the  price  to  a  ruinous 
figure  in  order  to  effect  a  sale  of  coal  that  must 
be  moved.  As  noted,  this  is  the  worst  that  has 
happened  here. 

The  best  report  (or  the  imaginative  yarn)  that 
has  come  to  The  Black  Diamond  this  week  is 
from  a  prominent  concern  that  sold  one  car  of 
coarse  lump  at  $1.75  at  the  mines.  It  has  be¬ 
come  common  here  for  shippers  to  deliver  lump 
coal  at  run-of-mine  prices.  This  practice  began 
several  weeks  ago  when  the  smokeless  shippers 
did  it;  but  now  it  is  a  common  practice.  Run- 
of-mine  is  quoted  at  all  multiples  of  five  from 
75  cents  a  ton  to  $1  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  85 
cents  probably  being  about  the  average  price. 
Nut  and  slack  ranges  from  40  cents  a  ton  to  85 
cents.  Of  course  40-cent  stuff  is  poor  in  qual¬ 
ity,  and  the  85-cent  kind  is  so  good  that  a  satis¬ 
fied  customer  who  has  been  accustomed  to  pay¬ 
ing  about  this  price  will  continue  to  pay  it  rather 
than  to  try  some  other  kind  that  might  not  suit 
him  so  well.  The  real  market  is  about  65  to  70 
cents.  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg 
are  still  quoted  at  $2  a  ton  at  the  mines ;  but 
nobody  is  getting  this  for  the  small  amount  that 
is  being  sold  on  the  open  market.  One  dollar  and 
ninety  cents  is  about  the  actual  market,  while 
smokeless  run-of-mine  is  worth  from  $1.15  to 
$1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

The  river  situation,  while  practically  unchanged, 
is  not  as  firm  as  it  has  been.  Good  river  lump 
coal  is  rather  freely  offered  at  8  cents  a  bushel, 
while  the  best  nut  and  slack  is  quoted  at  6  cents 
a  bushel.  The  river  at  headwaters  is  now  below 
shipping  stage,  but  there  are  towboats  scattered 
oyer  almost  the  entire  length  of  the  Ohio  with 
either  loaded  tows  going  to  market  or  with 
empty  crafts  returning  to  the  mines.  Coke  is 
as  dull  as  coal.  There  is  absolutely  no  demand 
for  furnace  coke,  and  there  is  very  little  demand 
for  coke  for  foundry  purposes.  New  River  foun¬ 
dry  is  quoted  at  $3.25  at  the  ovens  and  Connells- 


ville  at  about  $2.60.  The  retail  coal  business 
is  worse  than  the  dullest  of  summer. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

F.  C.  Todd,  president  of  the  Damascus  Coal 
Company,  is  spending  a  few  days  at  his  Morris 
Creek,  Kanawha  mines. 

Captain  Miller  R.  Downing,  who  came  to  this 
city  as  a  natural  gas  expert,  has  entered  the 
wholesale  coal  business. 

John  Pynchon,  president  of  the  Deep  Vein 
Coal  Company  and  well  known  here,  spent  sev¬ 
eral  days  among  old  friends  the  latter  part  of 
last  week. 

C.  M.  Budd,  manager  of  the  A.  R.  Budd  Coal 
Company,  Pittsburgh,  was  here  for  several  days 
looking  after  his  company’s  interests.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  Pittsburgh  Wednesday  evening. 

Fire  which  originated  from  an  unknown  source 
destroyed  the  entire  elevator  and  hoppers  of  the 
Covington  Coal  Company  a  few  days  ago,  entail¬ 
ing  a  loss  of  over  $30,000.  The  structure  will 
probably  be  rebuilt  at  once. 

The  Peytonia  Coal  Land  Company  has  been 
chartered  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $150,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  A. 
Holley,  Samuel  Stephenson,  M.  M.  Williamson, 
L.  Prichard,  J.  N.  Carnes  and  J.  R.  Guard,  all  of 
Charleston. 

Captain  Arthur  Moren,  assistant  master  of 
transportation  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Pittsburgh,  was 
here  for  two  or  three  days  looking  after  his  com¬ 
pany’s  towboats  that  were  due  with  tows  of  coal. 
He  went  from  here  to  Louisville. 

The  injunction  granted  to  the  Richland  Coal 
&  Coke  Company  against  John  Mitchell  and  nine 
other  officials  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  re¬ 
straining  them  from  organizing  the  company’s 
employes  into  a  union,  was  extended  a  few  days 
ago  by  Federal  Judge  A.  B.  Dayton  until 
March  18. 

Mayor  Markbreit  has  just  donated  $100  from 
the  "free  ice’’  fund  of  the  city  to  the  Associated 
Charities  with  which  to  purchase  coal  for  needy 
poor  families.  The  Associated  Charities  man¬ 
agement  report  that  they  have  never  before  had 
so  many  demands  for,  assistance  as  they  have  had 
this  winter. 

J.  J.  Sullivan,  who  returned  a  short  time  ago 
to  his  duties  in  the  Damascus  Coal  Company  after 
a  long  period  of  illness,  has  been  compelled  to 
give  up  again,  and  has  gone  west  in  search  of 
health.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  one  of  the  best  fellows 
ever  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in  Cincinnati, 
and  his  friends  are  legion.  All  wish  for  a  speedy 
recovery. 

The  coal  men  here  are  watching  closely  pro¬ 
posed  legislation  relating  to  coal  mining.  The 
latest  bill  entered  is  by  Sentaor  D.  W.  Crist  of 
Columbiana  county.  He  wishes  to  compel  the 
coal  companies  to  employ  some  experienced  per¬ 
son  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inspect  the  machinery 
as  well  as  all  openings  and  other  parts  of  the 
mines  at  least  once  a  week.-  Mo,re  may  be  ex¬ 
pected. 

Captain  Charles  Bohmer,  manager  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  business  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  passed  through 
Cincinnati  Wednesday  on  his  way  home  from 
Pittsburgh,  where  he  attended  a  meeting  of  his 
company’s  stockholders  last  week.  Mr.  Bohmer 
has  a  great  many  friends  in  Cincinnati,  and  when¬ 
ever  possible  he  stops  off  and  makes  his  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  coal  corner  on  ’Change. 

The  many  friends  of  J.  W.  Tuohy  are  extending 
to  him  their  genuine  sympathy  in  the  deep  be¬ 
reavement  he  has  just  suffered  in  the  loss  of  his 
estimable  wife.  Mrs.  Tuohy  had  been  in  delicate 
health  for  a  number  of  years.  She  was  a  deeply 
religious  woman,  and  her  influence  was  very 
great.  A  number  of  the  coal  men,  who  knew 
her,  feel  a  personal  loss  in  her  death,  and  every¬ 
body  in  Mr.  Tuohy’s  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  sympathize  with  him  in  his  great 
sorrow. 

E.  Gallati,  fornlerly  manager  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company  branch  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  at  this  place, 
has  just  taken  the  management  of  the  local  retail 
business  of  the  Pocahontas  Company  of  this  city. 


Mr.  Gallati  came  here  a  few  years  ago  from 
Louisville,  where  he  had  had  many  years’  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  coal  business,  and  it  is  expected  that 
he  will  greatly  enlarge  the  tonnage  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Company,  which  already  enjoys  a  fair 
share  of  the  city's  trade  in  smokeless  coal. 

About  two  years  ago  the  river  interests  and 
the  river  coal  men  stopped  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  from  building  an  elevated  track  on 
certain  streets  in  the  bottoms  and  across  the  city 
wharf.  The  railroad  is  now  attempting  to  get 
the  various  organizations  of  the  city  to  work  up 
a  sentiment  fn  favor  of  the  finishing  of  the  track 
as  planned,  with  a  few  changes.  When  this  con¬ 
necting  link  is  finished  the  company  will  build 
new  freight  terminals  and  new  coal  terminals 
upon  property  it  has  spent  nearly  a  million  dol¬ 
lars  to  acquire. 


Memphis  Situation. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — A  cool,  damp  spell  of  weather 
extending  over  the  last  ten  days  with  a  prospect 
now  for  its  recurrence  after  a  day  of  sunshine  is 
giving  the  coal  market  at  Memphis  a  reasonable 
degree  of  strength,  something  that  was  very  un¬ 
expected  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  business  situa¬ 
tion  continues  to  clear  up.  Mills  and  factories, 
that  closed  down  late  in  the  autumn  and  early 
in  the  winter,  are  resuming.  This  means  a  great 
deal  not  only  to  those  on  the  pay  roll,  but  to  the 
wholesale  coal  trade.  Prices  here  are  holding 
up  better  than  in  some  of  the  neighboring  mar¬ 
kets.  Stocks  on  the  yards  are  very  moderate. 
There  is  considerable  activity  in  river  coal. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

O.  D.  Kinney,  a  coal  operator  from  Athens, 
Pa.,  was  through  this  section  a  few  days  ago  on 
a  business  and  pleasure  trip. 

The  Willins  Coal  Company,  one  of  the  leading 
retail  concerns  in  the  southern  part  of  town,  re¬ 
ports  trade  active  at  both  of  its  yards. 

The  Paris  Coal  &  Ice  Company  of  Paris. 
Tenn.,  has  just  been  organized  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $18,000.  The  company  will  do  a  retail 
business  only. 

The  McLaughlin  Coal  &  Grain  Company  of 
Memphis  reports  that  its  retail  business  is  hold¬ 
ing  up  very  well  this  month.  It  is  handling  the 
Corona  coal  on  this  market. 

The  Broadway  Coal  &  Ice  Company,  Madison 
avenue,  says  that  its  winter  business  has  been 
brisk.  This  company  has  mine  interests  in  Ohio 
county,  Kentucky,  and  has  largely  increased  ship¬ 
ping  facilities  there  this  season. 

4  he  Baker  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has  been 
organized  in  Roane  county,  Tenn.,  by  residents 
of  Rockwood,  Tenn.,  among  them,  D.  M.  Coff¬ 
man,  J.  N.  Baker,  S.  P.  Sparks,  V.  D.  Sparks, 
and  S.  B.  Leeper.  The  company  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $20,000,  and  will  engage  in  mine  work. 

4  he  Decatur  Coal  &  Ice  Company,  a  retail  con¬ 
cern  of  North  Alabama,  has  just  held  its  annual 
meeting,  declaring  a  dividend  of  five  per  cent  and 
ordering  the  expenditure  of  $10,000  on  its  plant 
and  equipment  in  both  branches.  Officers  were 
elected  as  follows;  J.  D.  Jervis,  president;  H. 
B.  Beard,  vice-president ;  W.  B.  Shackleford, 
treasurer,  and  J.  W.  Jenkins,  secretary  and  man¬ 
ager. 


Two  of  the  coal  dealers  of  Aurora,  Ill.,  have 
signed  an  agreement  with  their  teamsters,  who 
went  on  a  strike  some  time  ago  for  an  in¬ 
crease  in  wages.  The  men  who  signed  the 
scale  are  James  McCredie  and  A.  Johnson. 
The  other  dealers  are  expected  to  sign  up 
shortly. 


The  Iowa  Coal  Company  of  Des  Moines. 
Iowa,  one  of  the  largest  coal  companies  of 
that  city,  has  reported  to  the  police  head¬ 
quarters  of  Des  Moines  that  already  this  win 
ter  over  a  hundred  tons  of  coal  have  been 
stolen  from  their  yards  and  from  cars  waiting 
to  be  unloaded.  Two  people,  Charles  Johnson 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Voland,  have  been  arrested, 
and  have  pleaded  guilty  to  part  of  these  thefts. 
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Louisville  Market. 


Retail  Prices  Are  Being  Readjusted  to 
Meet  New  Conditions  in 
the  Trade. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence ) — During  the  week  the  weather  has 
been  so  uniformly  warm,  with  a  majority  of 
sunny  days,  that  the  demand  for  coal  in  a  retail 
way  is  almost  nil.  One  local  firm  has  cut  the 
price  from  16  cents  to  15  cents  per  bushel,  but 
the  other  dealers  are  standing  pat  on  the  old 
basis — declaring  that  in  view  of  their  present 
overstocked  condition  and  the  fact  that  most  of 
them  purchased  their  fuel  at  a  high  figure,  they 
could  not  afford  to  sell  their  coal  at  any  reduc¬ 
tion.  As  the  present  retail  price,  however,  of 
$4.00  per  load  for  first  pool  Pittsburgh  and  Jellico 
is  a  fictitious  one  in  view  of  the  great  decline  of 
the  wholesale  price,  it  seems  that  the  former  will 
inevitably  come  down,  unless  cold  weather  ar¬ 
rives  to  stimulate  the  demand. 

The  market  has  been  glutted  with  nut  and 
slack,  as  well  as  with  domestic  grades.  One  lo¬ 
cal  firm  is  understood  to  have  had  nearly  100 
cars  of  coal  on  track  and  to  have  rejected  a  num¬ 
ber  of  shipments.  Troubles  of  this  kind  have  led 
to  a  continuous  procession  of  eastern  Kentucky 
operators,  who  have  come  to  be  on  hand  at  the 
last  sad  rites  over  their  coal.  The  western  Ken¬ 
tucky  operators  have  also  been  numerous  and  in 
evidence,  having  come  to  discuss  a  proposed  re¬ 
duction  in  the  wage  scale.  It  is  given  out  from 
behind  closed  doors  today  that  the  operators 
of  this  field  have  decided  to  ask  the  miners  to 
accept  a  cut  of  ten  per  cent. 

The  matter  of  reducing  wages  in  the  eastern 
Kentucky  field  has  been  under  consideration  for 
several  weeks,  and  a  number  of  strong  interests 
have  signified  their  conviction  that  such  a  step 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
operate  sufficiently  to  keep  their  organization  to¬ 
gether.  At  present  less  than  one-third  of  the 
mines  of  the  eastern  Kentucky-Tennessee  district 
are  in  operation,  and  these  mines  are  producing 
a  greatly  restricted  tonnage,  most  of  them  en¬ 
deavoring  to  run  not  more  than  two  days  each 
week. 

In  all  departments  of  the  mining  industry  in 
Kentucky  labor  has  become  extremely  plentiful, 
and  those  mines  which  are  sufficiently  provided 
with  contracts  to  enable  them  to  dispose  of  their 
entire  output  are  turning  away  men  daily.  As 
narrated  in  this  letter  last  week,  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  shut  off  all  shipments  of  company 
coal  on  Monday,  the  12th,  and  it  has  not  yet  re¬ 
sumed  taking  its  quota  from  contract  mines.  It 
is  said  that  by  next  week  part  of  the  surplus  fuel 
on  hand  will  have  been  unloaded  and  that  ship¬ 
ments  can  be  resumed,  though  probably  on  a 
small  scale. 

The  Southern  railway  has  also  cut  down  the 
daily  tonnage  from  a  number  of  mines  in  the  Mid- 
dlesboro  section,  as  well  as  the  Coal  Creek  fields. 
On  both  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  and  South¬ 
ern  cars  are  more  plentiful  than  in  many  years, 
although  considerable  equipment  has  been  tied  up 
with  unloaded  company  fuel.  The  market  for 
western  Kentucky,  Louisville  &  Nashville  and 
Illinois  Central  coals,  which  was  the  last  to  yield, 
has  at  length  given  away  completely,  hence  the 
earnest  conference  in  Louisville  over  the  wage 
reduction.  Naturally  operators  are  indifferent  to 
the  strike  called  two  weeks  ago,  as  few  men  left 
the  mines,  and  these  few  could  easily  be  spared. 

Current  quotations  on  standard  grades  of  coal 
at  present  are  about  as  follows :  Best  Blue  Gem 
and  Jellico,  $2.00  to  $2.10  per  ton;  Straight 
Creek  block,  $1.90;  lump,  $1.75  per  ton;  Dean 
block,  $1.75 ;  lump,  $1.50  per  ton.  The  limited 
tonnage  of  Straight  Creek  nut  and  slack  remains 
firm  on  contract  basis,  but  demurrage  coal  within 
the  week  has  been  offered  as  low  as  80  cents  f  o. 
b.  mines.  No  contracts  are  being  made  at  a  con¬ 
cession  below  last  year’s  price  of  90  cents  to  $1.00 
per  ton,  as  the  stagnation  in  the  domestic  market 
is  expected  to  make  nut  and  slack  extremely 
scarce  throughout  the  spring  and  summer. 
Western  Kentucky  mine-run  is  quoted  at  $1.00 


per  ton ;  lump,  $1.25 ;  nut  and  slack,  65  cents. 
There  is  practically  no  market  for  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  coals. 


Personal  Mention. 

C.  J.  Milton  of  Cincinnati,  president  of  the 
Smokeless  Fuel  Company,  has  been  visiting  rela¬ 
tives  in  this  city  for  the  past  few  days. 

F.  A.  Elmore,  southern  sales  agent  of  the 
Stearns  Coal  Company,  who  has  headquarters  in 
Atlanta,  made  a  trip  to  Middlesboro  during  the 
past  week  and  has  returned  south. 

W.  T.  Murray,  president  of  the  Highland  Rim 
Mining  Company,  at  Four  Mile,  Ky.,  and  a  well- 
known  attorney  of  Chattanooga,  has  been  ill  of 
the  grip  in  Cincinnati.  He  is  expected  to  be  out 
again  in  a  few  days. 

I.  H.  Haslam  has  returned  from  a  trip  through 
the  state  in  the  interests  of  the  Snead  &  Meguire 
Coal  Company.  Mr.  Haslam  has  recently  been 
city  salesman  for  this  company,  but  has  also  been 
extending  his  acquaintance  throughout  the  state. 

R.  D.  Jeffers,  the  well-informed  representative 
of  the  New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Company,  has 
been  in  the  city  during  the  past  few  days.  Mr. 
Jeffers  does  not  often  make  the  local  market, 
but  reports  that  he  has  for  some  time  enjoyed  a 
fair  trade  in  this  territory  on  Black  Band  coal. 

D.  B.  Logan,  a  prominent  attorney  and  coal  op¬ 
erator  of  Pineville,  has  been  in  the  city  for  tbe 
last  few  days.  Mr.  Logan  is  the  president  of 
the  Elk  Coal  Company,  at  Tinsley,  Ky.,  of  which 
he  recently  gained  control,  and  is  also  a  large 
owner  of  Straight  Creek  coal  lands,  as  well  as 
president  of  the  Bell  County  Bank. 

James  S.  Macpherson,  general  manager  of  the 
Blue  Gem  Coal  Company  of  Jellico,  Tenn.,  paid 
a  visit  to  his  old  home.  Mr.  Macpherson  moved 
his  offices  to  Jellico  about  six  months  ago.  He 
reports  a  very  light  demand  for  the  high-grade 
Blue  Gem  and  Jellico  coals,  most  of  the  mines 
in  the  district  having  been  closed  down  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks.  Labor  has  become  very  plentiful, 
however,  and  his  mines  are  producing  a  larger 
tonnage  than  for  several  years. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president,  and  C.  J.  Warnock, 
treasurer,  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Company,  paid  a 
flying  visit  to  Louisville.  Mr.  Warnock,  who 
makes  his  home  at  Pineville,  Ky.,  is  in  charge 
of  the  Wallsend  Coal  &  Coke  Company’s  and 
the  Blanche  mines,  the  output  of  both  these  mines 
being  marketed  by  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Company. 
Mr.  Warnock  is  considered  one  of  the  most  ex¬ 
perienced  operators  on  the  Cumberland  Valley 
division  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville. 

W.  A.  for  “Capt.”)  Pugh  of  Pittsburg,  Ky., 
who  may  be  called  the  dean  of  the  Laurel  county 
operators,  paid  a  visit  to  Louisville  last  week 
for  the  first  time  in  a  number  of  years.  Capt. 
Pugh  was  prominent  in  the  earliest  development 
in  the  section  about  Pittsburg,  Altamont  and 
East  Bernstadt,  and  the  mines  which  he  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  days  of  the  old  fifteen-to-eighteen- 
ton  gondola  cars  at  one  time  had  a  capacity  of 
sixtv-five  cars  per  day.  Capt.  Pugh  markets  most 
of  his  product  today  with  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  Railroad  Company. 

Major  J.  H.  Davidson,  general  manager  of  the 
Nebo  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  is  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  business.  Major  Davidson 
has  recently  been  in  receipt  of  a  number  of 
highly  satisfactory  reports  of  tests  made  on  his 
coal,  which  is  the  No.  14  seam,  and  is  not  oper¬ 
ated  by  any  other  company.  His  mines  are  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Owensboro  &  Nashville  division  of 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad,  and  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  has  just  announced  a  new 
rate  of  $1.00,  instead  of  $1.45,  to  Louisville.  The 
Nebo  company  expects  to  supply  large  contracts 
in  this  city,  as  well  as  in  Nashville.  Memphis 
and  the  Southern  territory. 


The  Taylor-Farnham  Fuel  Company  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.,  has  been  taken  over  by  the 
Taylor-Button  Fuel  Company,  H.  H.  Button, 
Jr.,  having  purchased  the  interest  formerly 
held  by  Mr.  Farnham.  The  office  of  the  com¬ 
pany  at  162  Wisconsin  street  is  retained  and 
an  office  and  yard  on  Port  Washington  road 
has  been  added. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  January  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — About  the  only  redeeming  feature 
of  the  coal  trade  at  present  is  the  steam  coal 
business.  This  particular  line  is  beginning  to 
look  up,  and  a  very  satisfactory  business  is  now 
being  done.  Most  of  the  factories  that  were 
closed  down  have  again  begun  operations,  some 
at  full  capacity  and  others  in  a  more  limited  de¬ 
gree,  but  nearly  all  of  them  are  increasing  their 
working  forces  somewhat  and  are  increasing  their 
demands  for  steam  coal. 

Domestic  coal  is  a  dead  one  now,  according 
to  the  reports  from  all  sides.  Some  scattered  sales 
are  being  made,  but  the  trade  resembles  the  heat 
of  summer  more  nearly  than  the  middle  of  win¬ 
ter.  Continued  mild  weather  is  having  its  effect, 
and  while  the  retailers  find  some  small  demand, 
they  are  amply  stocked,  and  the  jobbers  and 
wholesalers  are  enjoying  a  season  of  leisure. 
Nor  are  the  coal  men  longer  hopeful  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  Some  brisk  weather  would  undoubtedly 
give  a  little  temporary  relief,  but  the  season 
is  now  too  short  to  furnish  a  demand  for  a  rush¬ 
ing  coal  business.  The  incoming  shipments  have 
more  than  supplied  present  needs  and  stocks  have 
been  on  the  increase  rather  than  becoming  de¬ 
pleted,  so  that  there  is  now  on  hand  sufficient  coal 
to  supply  the  trade  for  some  time.  Coal  men  are 
now  looking  forward  to  the  opening  of  the  lake 
trade  as  furnishing  about  all  the  relief  now  in 
sight.  Reports  from  surrounding  communities 
show  about  the  same  condition  throughout  this 
section,  and  in  many  instances  a  worse  condition 
than  that  which  prevails  locally. 

Prices  remain  unchanged,  and  no  further  reduc¬ 
tion  is  looked  for  yet,  although  there  are  some 
concessions  being  made  in  specific  instances. 
The  large  operators,  however,  seem  disposed  to 
maintain  the  present  schedule  of  prices. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

C.  W.  Dunn,  representing  the  Pittsburgh  & 
Buffalo  Coal  Company  of  Cleveland,  was  a  caller 
at  the  local  coal  offices  recently. 

Local  coal  offices  were  paid  a  visit  this  week 
by  Frederick  W.  Saward,  general  manager  of  the 
Coal  Trade  Journal  of  New  York. 

T.  Boone  Brown,  local  manager  of  the  Cannel- 
ton  Coal  Company,  left  today  on  a  business  trip 
through  central  Ohio.  He  will  return  the  last 
of  the  week. 

J.  E.  Fellows,  manager  of  the  Detroit  office  of 
the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  that  city, 
was  in  the  city  this  week  on  business  connected 
with  his  firm. 

Word  from  I.  W.  Copelin  announces  that  he 
left  New  York  by  steamer  last  Saturday.  His 
first  stop  will  be  made  at  Kingston,  Jamaica, 
where  he  expects  to  arrive  next  Saturday. 

General  Manager  H.  L.  Gilbert  of  Columbus 
was  transacting  business  with  Toledo  coal  men 
the  first  of  this  week  in  the  interest  of  the  Black 
Diamond  Coal  Company,  with  whom  he  is  con¬ 
nected. 

W.  P.  Hubbs  returned  yesterday  from  Day- 
ton.  whither  he  was  called  on  business  the  first 
of  the  week.  LTe  reports  a  quietness  in  the  coal 
business  in  that  section,  even  more  dense  than 
that  which  prevails  here. 

Announcement  has  been  made  that  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  which  has  occupied 
rooms  in  the  Nicholas  building,  will  discontinue 
its  Toledo  office  on  February  1.  The  company 
has  carried  on  a  successful  business  here  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  the  announcement  comes 
as  a  surprise  to  coal  men.  James  De  Wolfe,  the 
northern  sales  agent,  who  for  some  time  has  filled 
the  position  of  manager  of  the  local  office,  has 
been  promoted  to  the  position  of  general  sales 
agent  of  the  company,  and  will  remove  to  Colum¬ 
bus,  where  he  will  assume  his  new  duties  the  first 
of  the  coming  month.  He  has  made  many 
friends  in  Toledo,  who,  while  rejoicing  in  his 
personal  good  fortune,  will  regret  to  see  him  re¬ 
move  from  the  city.  S.  T.  Walbolt,  who  has 
also  been  connected  with  the  local  office,  has  not 
yet  decided  upon  his  future  course,  but  will  in 
all  probability  continue  in  the  coal  business  in 
some  line. 
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St.  Louis  Market. 


Carterville  Coal  Is  Sold  at  Bargain  Fig 
ures — Tonnage  Report  Is 
Gratifying. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence ) — In  times  like  these,  when  the  market 
is  as  dull  as  possible,  for  a  protracted  period  of 
time,  without  any  features,  it  is  hard  to  keep 
from  saying  that  “the  market  is  in  exactly  the 
same  condition  it  was  last  week.”  This  expres¬ 
sion  seems  to  be  the  only  one  that  sizes  up  the 
situation. 

The  weather  was  quite  brisk  last  week,  but  the 
mercury  has  been  slowly  creeping  up^  until  it  is 
now  quite  warm  again.  A  cold  wave  is  predicted 
for  tonight.  All  this  change  of  temperature  seems 
to  have  absolutely  no  affect  on  the  coal  market. 
Standard  coal  is  moving  very  slowly  and  lump 
coal  has  been  offered  as  low  as  80  cents  per  ton 
at  the  mines  and  some  mine-run  has  been  offered 
as  low  as  65  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines.  These 
prices  are  below  the  market,  but  have  been  ex¬ 
tensively  quoted  on  coal  that  was  up  to  demur¬ 
rage. 

The  bargain  of  the  week,  however,  has  been 
some  strictly  first  class  Carterville  six-inch  lump 
coal  which  was  offered  about  at  the  price  of  $1.10 
at  the  mines,  and  this  coal  was  not  on  demur¬ 
rage,  either. 

Screenings  and  fine  coal  are  not  quite  so  strong, 
but  prices  are  still  about  35  cents  per  ton  at  the 
mines.  Current  prices  are  as  follows: 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67 ;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52;  mine-run,  $1.37;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.27;  nut  and  pea,  $1.12;  2-inch  screenings, 
$1.02;  J^-inch  slack,  77  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.82; 
mine-run,  $1.52;  3-inch  nut,  $1.27. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37 ;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump,  $2.12;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97;  6-inch  egg,  $1.97; 
2-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine-run,  $1.67;  screenings, 
$1.22. 


The  Tonnage  Report. 

The  report  of  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Traffic  Bu¬ 
reau  for  the  year  1907  has  been  just  received  and 
shows  that  199,773  cars,  containing  7,622,454  tons 
of  Illinois  coal,  was  used  in  St.  Louis,  and  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  was  1,828,064  tons  of  railroad  coal 
that  was  used  in  or  about  St.  Louis.  Exclusive 
of  these  522,854  tons  were  shipped  west  on  com¬ 
mercial  business.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail¬ 
way  hauled  the  largest  percentage  of  this  ton¬ 
nage,  carrying  12.1  per  cent.  The  St.  Louis, 
Troy  &  Eastern  (a  road  only  twenty  miles  long 
and  having  only  three  mines  on  it)  was  a  close 
second,  there  being  less  than  one  one-hundredth 
of  a  per  cent  difference  between  them.  The 
St.  Louis,  Troy  &  Eastern  led  in  tonnage  hauled 
last  year.  The  Mt.  Olive  &  Staunton  Coal 
Company’s  No.  2  mine  holds  the  individual  ton¬ 
nage  record  for  one  mine,  having  loaded  10,327 
cars.  This  mine  also  held  the  record  last  year 
with  9,546  cars.  This  shows  an  increase  over 
last  year  of  20,063  cars  for  local  consumption  and 
an  increase  of  544,349  tons  in  railroad  coal  and 
a  decrease  in  western  coal  of  284,913  tons.  This 
falling  off  in  western  coal  is  not  to  be  considered 
as  a  falling  off  in  business,  as  more  western  busi¬ 
ness  was  done  through  St.  Louis  than  ever;  it  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  western  coal  has  been 
reconsigned  after  it  arrived  in  St.  Louis,  in  which 
case  it  would  appear  as  local  coal  and  not  as  west¬ 
ern,  and  also  a  great  deal  has  been  routed  so  it 
would  not  come  through  St.  Louis  at  all  and  this 
coal  would  not  appear  at  all  on  the  report. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  was  in  town 
this  week  looking  after  the  affairs  of  the  Barth- 
Rose  Coal  Company,  which  company  is  operated 
by  the  Cincinnati  concern. 


Ed.  Yoch  of  the  International  Coal  &  Mining 
Company  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  through 
southern  Illinois,  and  'reports  that  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  is  in  bad  shape  in  that  part  of  the  state  and 
that  a  great  many  mines  are  idle. 

A  koruskation  of  the  Kokoals  was  held  on  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  and  the  following  candidates  were  initi¬ 
ated  :  George  Abbott  of  the  Baldwin  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Frank  Tierre  of  the  Bessemer  Washed 
Coal  Company,  E.  C.  Searle  of  Crerar,  Clinch 
&  Co.,  Chicago ;  McDonald  of  the  Bessemer 
Washed  Coal  Company,  Jack  Phelps  of  the 
Phelps-Donley  Coal  Company,  McAllister  of 
the  Madison  Coal  Company  and  “Tip”  Stillwell 
of  the  Pavey  Coal  Company.  The  koruskation 
was  held  in  Doric  Hall,  and  lunch  was  served  at 
the  Colonial  afterwards.  The  following  mem¬ 
bers  were  present :  Jim  Blythe,  A.  H.  Beddoe, 
Alec  Bryden,  W.  S.  Brownlee,  Chas.  Austin,  Jim 
Skidmore,  Walter  F.  Heinecke,  Fred  Kleine, 
Fred  Pavey,  Clarence  V.  Beck,  Charles  Ma¬ 
guire,  Will  Becker,  William  Johnston  and  Frank 
Bergs.  Another  koruskation  is  slated  for  Janu¬ 
ary  31,  and  it  is  intended  to  take  in  about  fifteen 
at  this  koruskation,  which  shows  that  the  Kokoals 
are  “getting  busy  right.” 


Cleveland  Trade. 


Some  of  the  Mines  Are  Being  Shut  Down 
to  Prevent  Any  Further 
Over  Production. 


Ceveland,  Ohio,  January  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Slight  improvement  was  shown  this 
week  in  steam  coal.  Certain  industries  here  have 
doubled  orders  and  the  outlook  for  more  con¬ 
sumption  is  reported  good.  There  has  been  no 
question  about  the  market  having  been  at  a  low 
ebb  for  some  time  past.  Demand  has  not  only 
been  diminished,  but  production  during  the  indus¬ 
trial  laxity  was  too  big. 

There  is  talk  now  of  closing  down  some  of  the 
eastern  Ohio  mines  entirely  for  a  month  or  so  in 
order  that  the  oversupply  may  be  disposed  of. 
Along  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  railroad  mines 
are  being  operated  at  anywhere  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  per  cent  of  capacity.  In  other  Ohio 
districts  few  mines  are  being  operated  at  more 
than  fifty  per  cent  of  their  capacity.  It  has  been 
out  of  consideration  for  the  miners,  to  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  that  some  firms  have  not  cut  off  entirely. 

Some  demoralization  of  prices  has  been  re¬ 
ported  among  dealers  in  the  No.  8  coal.  Some 
of  the  smaller  traders  appear  to  have  taken  a 
position  that  has  caused  much  concern.  It  is 
thought,  however,  that  all  will  pan  out  satisfac¬ 
torily,  that  conditions  of  the  trade  by  next  month 
will  amount  to  a  natural  solution.  To  what  ex¬ 
tent  prices  have  suffered  in  the  No.  8  district 
is  not  stated,  but  those  in  touch  with  the  situation 
say  it  is  not  as  bad  as  rumored.  One  firm  quotes 
the  market  price  of  No.  8  f.  o.  b.  mines  on  a 
basis  of  $1.10,  $1.20  and  $1.30  and  slack  at  80 
cents. 

Pittsburgh  is  quoted  here  on  a  basis  of  $1.30, 
$1.40  and  $1.50  and  80  cents  for  slack.  Other 
Ohio  coals,  Salineville,  Coshocton  and  Hocking 
Valley,  are  on  the  same  basis  as  No.  8  practically. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Railroads  are  still  out  of  the  market  for  coal, 
their  supply  being  more  than  ample  in  this  ter¬ 
ritory  for  present  requirements. 

George  E.  Hutchinson,  of  this  city,  auditor  of 
the  Pittsburgh-Belmont  Coal  Company,  is  spend¬ 
ing  this  week  on  business  in  Milwaukee. 

B.  S.  Hammill,  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Pittsburgh, 
was  in  the  city  yesterday  on  business,  his  first 
visit  here  since  November. 

Ohio  operators  are  now  concerned  more  about 
the  scale  of  two  cents  a  ton  for  mining  slate  than 
anything  else,  prior  to  the  Indianapolis  meeting. 
It  is  hinted  that  this  scale  will  not  be  renewed 
if  possible  to  prevent  it. 

Walter  J.  Mullins,  of  Wooster,  manager  and 
treasurer  of  the  James  Mullins  Coal  Company, 
Williamson  building,  Cleveland,  died  yesterday  at 
Lakeside  hospital.  Transfusion  of  blood  failed  to 


save  his  life  after  he  was  rushed  to  this  city  by 
special  train. 

A  report  was  received  and  announced  today  by 
one  local  firm  that  on  February  1  the  National 
Tube  Works  at  Lorain  will  resume  operation  al¬ 
most  in  full.  That  concern’s  requirements  are 
sixty  cars  a  day  and  the  effect  on  the  Cleveland 
market  will  be  pronounced. 

The  office  of  the  Morris  Coal  Company  has 
been  moved  from  the  Williamson  building  to  the 
new  Cleveland  Trust  building,  of  which  Calvary 
Morris  is  president.  The  coal  company  thus  has 
probably  one  of  the  finest  suites  of  any  coal  con¬ 
cern  between  New  York  and  Chicago. 

The  Cleveland  Coal  Club  this  week  elected  J. 
H.  Woods,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 
president;  C.  A.  Albright,  of  the  Albright  Coal 
Company,  vice-president;  S.  B.  Coolidge,  of  the 
Glens  Run  Coal  Company,  treasurer ;  E.  J.  Clancy, 
of  the  Bursner  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  secretary. 
All  the  officers  will  serve  for  one  year. 

Arnold  C.  Saunders,  one  of  the  foremost  coal 
and  vesselmen  of  the  lower  lakes,  is  seriously  ill 
with  pneumonia  at  his  residence  here.  He  is 
president  of  the  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Company. 
Since  he  was  sixteen  years  old  he  has  had  to  do 
with  the  lake  coal  and  vessel  trade  and  is  widely 
known.  He  is  a  relative  of  the  late  M.  A.  Hanna 
and  for  years  was  with  the  M.  A.  Hanna  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  Eastern  Ohio  Coal  Company  has  filed  a 
petition  in  common  pleas  court  asking  that  the 
administrators  and  heirs  of  J.  J.  Phillips,  the  coal 
operator,  be  ordered  to  transfer  to  them  any 
interest  they  may  have  in  the  Jefferson  county 
coal  lands,  leased  by  Phillips  in  1899  and  later 
purchased  by  the  company.  It  is  alleged  that 
Phillips  leased  the  properties  under  an  agree¬ 
ment  to  sell  and  transfer  the  lands  to  the  coal 
company.  The  claim  is  that  the  properties  were 
purchased  in  1900  and  that  Phillips  signed  the 
transfer. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


The  old  plaint  is  prevalent  among  coal  men 
this  week — “no  cold  weather.”  A  touch  of  near¬ 
zero  weather  came  last  week,  but  its  stay  was 
very  brief,  and  again  the  district  is  visited  by 
unseasonably  high  temperature.  As  a  result  the 
coal  demand  is  not  considered  to  be  what  it 
should  be.  This  condition,  of  course,  chiefly 
affects  the  retail  market.  However,  the 
business  in  steam  coal  has  exceeded  all  expecta¬ 
tions.  Last  week  was  a  particularly  heavy  one 
for  wholesalers  who  supply  big  factories  and  sell 
to  railroad  companies.  Several  big  manufactur¬ 
ing  plants  abandoned  natural  gas  for  coal  in  the 
last  several  days. 

Some  complaint  is  still  heard  of  a  shortage  of 
cars.  These'  come  chiefly  from  Oklahoma  and 
Arkansas.  Conditions  are  much  improved  over 
last  year,  however. 

Bennett  Brown,  commissioner  for  the  south¬ 
western  district,  reports  that  labor  troubles  in  the 
mines  are  scarce  and  that  new  coal  mines  are 
being  opened  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 

W.  S.  Newcomb,  secretary  of  the  southwestern 
operators,  has  just  completed  a  report  showing 
a  comparison  of  the  business  done  in  November 
of  1906  and  November  of  1907.  In  only  one  state 
— Missouri — is  a  decrease  shown.  The  decrease 
is  17,936  tons.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  use 
of  natural  gas  and  the  warm  weather.  In  the 
Indian  territory  there  was  a  particularly  large 
increase,  the  amount  being  nearly  100,000  tons. 
The  report  follows : 


1906  1907  Increase 

Missouri  .  299,995  282,059  . 

Kansas  .  546,692  586,322  39,630 

Arkansas  .  200,813  217,573  16,760 

Indian  Territory  .  230,516  322,254  91,738 


Totals  . I,278,0i6  1,408,208  148,128 


Net  increase  148,128. 


Some  retail  prices  quoted  this  week  follow : 
Arkansas  grate,  $7.50;  semi-anthracite  lump, 
$6.50;  Cherokee  lump,  $3.75;  Lexington,  Iowa, 
$3.75;  Cherokee  nut  coal,  $3.75;  Richmond,  Mis¬ 
souri,  lump,  $3.50 ;  Kansas  deep  shaft,  $3.25 ;  ag- 
atite  hard  coal,  $4;  coarse  slack  nut,  $2.75. 
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Indianapolis  Market. 

Buying  Is  Sluggish  on  Account  of  the 
Weather  and  the  Outlook  Is 

Gloomy, 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence ) — With  no  relief  in  sight  from  the 
unseasonable  weather,  the  coal  trade  throughout 
the  state  is  in  a  sluggish  condition.  Many  oper¬ 
ators  say  that  their  business  amounts  to  nothing 
outside  their  regular  contracts.  So  far  as  the 
domestic  trade  is  concerned  ic  has  been  “shot  full 
of  holes.”  The  demand  is  much  less  than  usual 
for  this  time  of  the  year.  Some  of  the  large  in¬ 
dustries  are  increasing  their  operations,  which  is 
responsible  for  an  increase  in  the  demand  for 
steam  coal.  The  railroads  are  also  beginning  to 
haul  more  freight  and  to  use  more  coal,  which  is 
helping  things'  some.  Operators  and  dealers  say, 
however,  that  with  a  few  real,  good  old-fashioned 
winter  days  they  will  have  nothing  to  complain 
of.  Under  present  conditions  it  is  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  prices  will  soar. 

It  is  said  that  dealers  generally  have  less  coal 
than  usual  for  this  time  of  the  year,  as  most  of 
them  have  bought  just  what  they  needed  to  keep 
their  trade  supplied.  This  is  regarded  as  a  fa¬ 
vorable  indication  for  better  prices  as  soon  as 
there  are  better  weather  conditions.  Mine-run 
coal  is  bringing  from  $1  to  $1.10  at  the  mines. 
Domestic  is  ranging  from  $1.60  to  $1.75  and  $1.8o, 
although  some  operators  say  _  they  are  getting 
prices  higher  than  these  quotations.  1  lie  domes¬ 
tic  trade  here  is  being  asked  the  following  prices . 
Anthracite,  all  sizes,  $8.00  per  ton;  Pocahontas 
forked  lump,  $6.00;  Pocahontas  shoveled  lump, 
$5.50  ;  Pocahontas  mine-run,  $4.50  ;  Pocahontas  nut 
and  slack,  $3.50;  Blossburg,  $5.50;  Ohio  Jackson, 
$5.50;  Kanawha  lump,  $5.00;  Raymond,  $5.00; 
Pittsburgh  lump,  $5.00;  Winifrede,  $5.00;  Falling 
Rock  cannel,  $6.50;  Linton  lump,  $3.75  ;  Linton 
egg,  $3.75;  Hocking  Valley,  $4.75;  Luhrig,  $4.75; 
Brazil  block,  $4.50;  gas  house  lump  coke,  $6.00; 
crushed  gas  coke,  $6.50. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

A  fire  of  unknown  origin  destroyed  a  big  barn 
with  twenty  mules  belonging  to  the  United 
Fourth  Vein  Coal  Company,  near  Linton,  Friday. 
The  loss  was  $4,000. 

William  Mayfield  was  fatally  burned  in  an  ex¬ 
plosion  and  fire  in  the  Clover  Leaf  mine  of  the 
Shirley  Hill  Coal  Company,  near  Linton,  on 
Monday.  Two  other  miners  were  seriously  in¬ 
jured.  The  company’s  mine  suffered  consider¬ 
able  damage  from  a  fire  that  followed  the  ex¬ 
plosion. 

The  following  companies  have  incorporated : 
Sugar  Grove  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  of  1  erre 
Haute,  capital  $10,000 ;  directors,  James  A.  Rich- 
art,  Carrie  Richart,  Frank  L.  Richart.  United 
Mining  Association  of  Midland,  capital  $500 ;  di¬ 
rectors,  L.  E.  Culbertson,  F.  L.  McElory,  Wm. 
Lammey,  L.  R.  Lutes  and  Wm.  F.  Brown. 

Robert  Irving,  deputy  state  mine  inspector,  has 
filed  a  report  with  James  Epperson,  state  mine  in¬ 
spector,  holding  Harry  Whitman  and  Vincent 
Adams,  miners,  and  George  Burton,  mine  super¬ 
intendent,  responsible  for  the  death  of  Solomon 
Lawrence  and  McClellan  St.  Clair,  in  one  of  the 
Princeton  Coal  Company’s  mines  in  Gibson 
county  January  8.  He  said  they  violated  the 
mining  laws  three  times  and  were  responsible  for 
the  trouble  that  brought  about  the  death  of  the 
two  men.  The  Gibson  county  grand  jury,  it  is 
said,  will  investigate  the  case. 

The  Indianapolis  Coal  Company,  retail  branch 
of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Company,  adopted  a  novel 
method  of  beating  a  case  brought  against  them 
in  the  Police  Court  by  Isidore  Wulfson,  city  in¬ 
spector  of  weights  and  measures,  alleging  that 
one  of  their  drivers  had  attempted  to  unload  a 
wagon  at  Tomlinson  Hall  that  was  250  pounds 
short  weight.  Wulfson  forced  the  driver  to 
put  the  coal  back  into  the  wagon  and  accompany 
him  to  the  scales.  The  driver  insisted  that  some 
of  the  coal  fell  into  the  cellar  and  was  not  re¬ 
loaded.  The  company,  to  prove  his  assertion, 
had  a  number  of  pictures  taken  to  show  that  the 
coal  would  have  fallen  into  the  hole  instead  of  on 


the  sidewalk  from  where  the  city  officer  said  it 
was  reloaded.  The  judge  took  the  case  under 
advisement. 


Denver  Trade. 


Denver,  Colo.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Cone 
spondence.) — A  fall  of  snow  on  Tuesday  of  last 
week  over  nearly  all  of  Colorado  stimulated  trade 
to  some  extent,  but  more  for  the  dealer  than 
the  operator,  as  dealers  have  so  much  coal  on 
hand  that  they  are  not  ordering,  and  will  not 
until  they  get  their  present  stocks  reduced. 

The  railroads  have  reduced  their  coal  orders 
to  a  minimum,  and  have  laid  off  many  crews 
The  sugar  factories  are  about  through  with  their 
season’s  run,  and  these  conditions  have  cut  into 
the  steam  trade  heavily.  Prices  are  steady  with 
last  week.  Maitland  and  Canon  lump  $3.00  and 
nut  $2.50  at  mines;  Lignite  lump  $2.50  at  mine. 
Mines  in  the  lignite  districts  are  averaging  about 
three  days  a  week  and  in  the  Walsenburg  and 
Trinidad  districts  many  mines  have  shut  down 
indefinitely.  The  railroads  are  flooding  mine 
tracks  with  empties,  and  some  operators  are 
yielding  to  the  temptation  to  load  them  and  take 
the  chance  of  disposing  of  the  coal,  which  only 
weakens  the  market  and  makes  the  difficulties 
that  much  harder  to  overcome.  Operators  are 
wondering  whether  the  railroads  will  make  any 
storage  rates  this  summer,  but  so  far  the  roads 
have  not  committed  themselves. 


Change  of  Management. 

Clinton  O.  Heath  has  departed  for  parts  un¬ 
known.  He  has  been  prominent  in  real  estate 
trade  in  Denver  for  several  years.  About  two 
years  ago  he  became  interested  in  the  Vesuvius 
Coal  Company  at  Louisville  and  invested  consid¬ 
erable  of  his  clients’  money  in  Vesuvius  bonds. 
The  mine  has  been  badly  worked  and  an  im¬ 
mense  amount  of  money  foolishly  expended. 
Eastern  investors  came  on  to  make  an  examina¬ 
tion  into  the  affairs  and  at  the  same  time  Mr. 
Heath  departed.  His  trouble  is  generally  regret¬ 
ted,  as  he  has  been  well  regarded  and  liked. 
The  company  will  elect  a  new  management. 


Detroit  Market. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — This  remarkable  winter  has  played 
havoc  with  the  coal  market  in  tins  city  and 
everything  is  at  a  standstill.  It  cannot  even  be 
said  that  the  market  has  improved  with  the  better¬ 
ment  in  the  financial  situation,  for  everybody  is 
either  well  supplied  with  coal  or  else  they  are  all 
running  very  close  to  the  wind.  At  any  rate, 
every  coal  man  has  the  same  word  to  express  his 
feelings:  “Rotten.”  It  is  impossible  to  get  any 
line  whatsoever  on  prices  for  coarse  coal,  for 
there  is  very  little  of  it  being  sold  on  the  open 
market.  Those  who  have  ordered  any  material 
are  only  too  anxious  to  countermand  their  orders 
or  refuse  to  accept  consignments  on  one  pretext 
or  another. 

Owing  to  the  reduced  production  of  the  coarser 
varieties,  fine  coal  is  in  good  demand  and  brings 
good  prices.  West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania 
fine  coal  easily  brings  seventy-five  cents  per 
ton.  Considerable  of  it  is  being  used  in  this  city 
nowadays — in  fact,  the  consumption  of  fine  coal 
is  increasing  rapidly  from  year  to  year. 

There  is  little  that  can  be  added  to  the  news 
as  regards  the  anthracite  situation,  except  that 
shipments  are  a  little  more  prompt  than  formerly 
and  the  coal  is  coming  along  satisfactorily,  except 
that  chestnut  is  still  very  scarce  and  people  out 
in  the  state  are  practically  out  of  it  and  are 
willing  to  pay  big  bonuses  to  get  some  of  it. 

As  for  the  future,  dealers  do  not  look  for  any 
immediate  improvement  in  the  soft  coal  market, 
unless  the  weather  conditions  change  consider¬ 
ably.  Tbe  domestic  trade  is  dead  and  the  whole 
situation  can  be  sized  up  in  the  expressio  “nothing- 
doing.”  There  are  no  optimists  about  nowadays. 


Blount  &  Evans  have  opened  their  new  coal 
mine  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  mine  is  now 
reported  as  being  one  of  the  best  equipped  in 
that  section  of  the  state,  electr.ical  mining 
machinery  having  been  installed. 


Minneapolis  Market. 

Summer  Weather  Prevails  and  Coal 
Prices  Are  Reduced  to  the 
Minimum. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  January  23. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — The  weather  bureau  in  the 
northwest  continues  to  hang  up  the  sign  about 
noon  every  day,  “Fair  and  Warmer,”  the  result 
being  that  coal  men  are  taking  a  long  vacation. 

January  has  been  unusually  open  as  to  weather. 
One  of  the  local  newspapers  came  out  on  Mon¬ 
day  night  with  the  announcement  that  the  ther¬ 
mometer  for  the  month  showed  an  excess  of 
temperature  of  430  degrees.  This  is  an  aver¬ 
age  of  about  20  degrees  a  day.  Monday  and 
Sunday  Were  as  warm  as  at  New  Orleans.  Stress 
is  laid  upon  the  weather  in  this  report  of  mar¬ 
ket  conditions  because  it  is  the  foundation  of 
the  whole  trouble.  If  there  was  cold  winter 
weather  no  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in 
securing  some  business  in  some  parts  of  the 
northwest,  at  some  kind  of  price.  At  present 
there  is  no  demand  for  coal,  consequently  orders 
are  scarce.  Fortunately  Illinois  and  Indiana  ship¬ 
pers  have  not  contributed  to  making  the  situa¬ 
tion  worse.  They  have  kept  their  coal  at  home 
and  through  this  policy  have  saved  themselves 
from  encountering  much  loss. 

On  the  other  hand  there  is  considerable  eastern 
coal  on  the  rails  at  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul. 
The  supply  has  diminished  somewhat  within  the 
week,  because  part  of  this  coal  has  been  put  in 
in  storage  to  await  such  time  as  it  can  be  mar¬ 
keted  at  a  reasonable  figure.  There  remains  at 
this  time  sufficient  Hocking  Valley,  smokeless  and 
other  descriptions  to  meet  all  current  require¬ 
ments  and  prices  for  spot  coal  are  more  than 
weak — they  are  so  low  that  they  are  absurd. 
Dock  interests  continue  to  report  a  dull  demand 
and  are  forcing  their  coal  in  the  Twin  Cities, 
where  they  have  yards.  In  one  instance  at  least 
they  are  selling  lump  coal  at  the  dock  pric.e  and 
calling  it  dock  run.  There  is  quite  a  difference 
in  the  market  price,  but  this  puts  the  dock  lump 
coal  on  about  the  same  price  basis  carted  into 
steam  plants,  as  a  high  grade  Illinois  lump  coal 
should  command. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  a  peculiar  feature  is 
reported.  Buckwheat  coal  is  scarce  and  almost 
impossible  to  obtain.  This  is  not  unusual  at  cer¬ 
tain  times  of  the  year,  but  it  is  peculiar  under 
existing  circumstances  from  the  fact  that  the 
dock  companes  are  not  moving  enough  of  the 
larger  sizes  of  coal,  so  that  they  are  making  buck¬ 
wheat  in  such  proportions  as  to  supply  ordinary 
demands.  During  the  past  fortnight  the  call  for 
anthracite  has  been  more  or  less  quiet,  and  docks 
have  been  idle  part  of  the  time.  Sales  agents  are 
spending  their  time  making  collections,  which,  of 
course,  are  backward  this  month — a  little  more  so 
than  usual  because  dealers  have  coal  in  their 
yards  and  cannot  realize  on  it. 

Illinois  coals  hold  to  a  steady  range  of  prices, 
because  none  of  the  mines  is  working  on  full 
time.  Southern  Illinois  is  quoted  at  $1.50(2)1.75 
for  lump,  egg  and  nut,  although  doubtless  some 
of  this  coal  has  been  sold  on  orders  at  a  less 
figure.  Springfield  coal  does  not  seem  to  be 
quoted  much  at  present,  recent  experiences  in 
this  market  on  the  part  of  shippers  having  been 
disastrous.  Screenings  are  more  or  less  weak  for 
all  grades,  dock  product  included,  although  the 
light  movement  of  dock  lump  soft  coal  for  the 
past  six  weeks  has  made  the  shippers  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  less  inclined  to  cut  the  price  than  formerly. 


Personal  Mention. 

On  Monday  it  was  so  hot  in  the  Twin  Cities 
that  coal  men  and  ice  men  all  walked  on  the 
shady  side  of  the  street  to  prevent  heat  pros¬ 
trations. 

Harry  Hannaford,  Minneapolis  agent  of  the. 
M.  A.  Hanna  Coal  Company,  has  resigned,  to  take 
effect  February  1.  Mr.  Hannaford  has  been  with 
this  company  a  number  of  years  and  his  resigna¬ 
tion  is  a  source  of  surprise  in  the  trade.  It  is 
understood  that  he  contemplates  going  into  the 
wholesale  coal  business,  although  plans  have  not 
yet  been  fully  announced. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


A  Mitchell,  of  the  Mitchell-Spalding  Coal 
Company,  left  for  Pasadena,  Cal.,  last  week, 
where  he  will  spend  the  winter.  He  expects 
to  return  to  Chicago  May  15. 

C.  F.  Morrison,  of  the  Berwind-White  Coal 
Company,  has  been  laid  up  this  week  with  a  case 
of  the  grip,  in  which  respect  he  is  merely  falling 
in  line  with  the  prevailing  fashion  in  Chicago  for 
the  time  being. 

The  Penwell  Coal  Mining  Company  at  Pana, 
Ill.,  is  putting  in  a  new  worm  for  the  handling  of 
coal.  This  is  being  constructed  along  new  lines 
and  the  purpose  of  it  is  to  decrease  the  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  coal  in  the  handling.  It  is  believed  that 
the  new  device  is  going  to  be  more  than  usually 
effective. 

One  day  this  week  the  cage  at  one  of  the  mines 
of  the  Clinton  Coal  Company  fell  to  the  bottom 
of  the  shaft,  a  distance  of  145  feet,  and  was 
shattered.  No  one  was  in  it  at  the  time  and 
consequently  there  were  no  fatalities  connected 
with  the  disaster,  which,  however,  tied  up  oper¬ 
ations  at  this  mine  for  two  days. 

L.  O.  Stanton,  of  the  Clinton  Coal  Company, 
Old  Colony  building,  made  an  unusual  record  for 
his  mines  during  the  month  of  December,  accord¬ 
ing  to  figures  just  compiled.  When  practically 
all  of  the  coal  companies  were  being  compelled  to 
curtail  production  or  else  ship  their  coal  unsold 
into  the  market  and  consequently  have  it  up  to 
demurrage  Mr.  Stanton  did  not  move  a  car  away 
from  his  mine  that  had  not  been  sold  and  yet  was 
able  to  show  for  December  an  increase  of  one 
hundred  cars  over  the  unusual  record  of  Decem¬ 
ber  of  1906.  In  the  language  of  the  street  gamin, 
“This  is  going  some.” 

The  announcement  is  made  this  week  that  the 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
has  decided  to  discontinue  its  office  which  has 
been  located  for  several  years  in  the  Fisher  build¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Warren,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
western  office,  will  have  his  headquarters  in  the 
future  at  Richmond,  Va.,  where  he  has  been  for 
the  last  two  weeks.  He  will  travel  out  of  that 
territory,  working  with  his  brother,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  Richmond  office.  The  general  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  company  in  the  future  will  be  in 
Cincinnati,  where  all  of  the  sales  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  practically,  and  it  is  announced  that  F. 
A.  Fitzgerald,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
Chicago  office,  will  continue  to  cover  this  terri¬ 
tory,  making  his  headquarters  in  the  meantime  in 
Cincinnati. 

A  number  of  coal  operators  are  finding  an 
answer  nowadays  to  the  question  “Does  it  pay  to 
prepare  coal  for  the  market  with  unusual  care?" 
This  question  has  been  answered  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive  by  conditions  prevailing  since  the  first  of 
November.  It  is  realized,  of  course,  that  the 
market  in  the  meantime  has  been  rather  soft  and 
that  there  has  been  a  marked  overproduction  of 
all  grades  of  coal  and  consequently  sales  have 
been  difficult  to  make.  It  has  been  practically  im¬ 
possible  to  obtain  any  premium  for  well  prepared 
coal/  but  where  the  prices  are  equal  the  prepared 
coal  has  obtained  a  much  better  market  than  the 
unprepared  coal.  Consequently  the  mines  which 
have  made  it  a  practice  to  prepare  their  coal  with 
care  have  been  running  fuller  than  other  mines. 
In  some  places  this  preparation  has  cost  about  fif¬ 
teen  cents  a  ton  and  consequently  that  amount  of 
money  must  be  deducted  from  the  selling  price 
before  the  profit  is  figured.  Prices  have  not  gone 
so  low  yet  that  these  operators  could  not  well 
afford  to  stand  this  loss  in  order  to  keep  their 
mines  running  at  the  rate  they  have  been  for  the 
last  two  months. 

Up  to  the  first  of  January  it  was  an  open  ques¬ 
tion  whether  the  speculators  in  western  screenings 
were  going  to  make  the  unusually  big  profit  that 
they  have  made  heretofore  or  whether  they  were 
going  to  just  about  break  even  or  whether  they 
were  likely  to  stand  a  rather  substantial  loss.  The 
final  decision  has  not  been  made  even  yet,  but 
(he  prospects  are  that  these  speculators  will  just 
about  break  even.  It  has,  of  course,  been  the 
practice  of  some  members  of  the  Chicago  trade 


to  sell  screenings  short  on  contract  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  time  and  cover  their  shorts  by  purchases 
during  the  winter.  They  have  relied  upon  the 
heavy  production  of  lump  and  consequently  the 
overproductions  of  screenings  in  order  to  help 
them  make  a  profit,  as  these  two  conditions 
usually  result  in  a  demoralization  of  the  screen¬ 
ings  market,  beginning  with  December  and  end¬ 
ing  with  the  first  of  March.  These  three  months 
have  been  the  harvest  time  of  the  speculators  in 
screenings.  But  there  are  two  conditions  which 
have  gone  against  the  screenings  speculators  this 
year.  One  is  that  the  manufacturing  concerns 
have  been  revising  their  firehold  equipment  so  as 
to  make  room  for  the  use  of  a  larger  percentage 
of  depreciated  coal.  This  would  have  kept  the 
price  of  screenings  up  had  conditions  been  nor¬ 
mal  throughout  the  winter,  but  the  weather  has 
been  unusually  open  and  consequently  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  lump  has  not  been  anywhere  near  as  heavy 
as  it  would  have  been  otherwise.  But  rather  than 
forcing  the  price  of  screenings  unusually  high 
through  a  shortening  of  the  supply,  it  is  found 
that  the  consumption  by  steam  plants  has  been 
reduced  almost  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  in 
lump.  Consequently  screenings  are  holding  rea¬ 
sonably  firm,  although  not  as  strong  as  might 
otherwise  have  been  expected.  Some  speculators 
in  screenings  had  sold  short  rather  heavily,  but 
are  somewhat  gratified  now  to  find  that  contracts 
have  been  cancelled  rather  freely,  since  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  profit  this  winter  is  very  narrow. 

The  announcement  comes  from  the  east  that 
the  producers  of  smokeless  coal  have  decided  to 
curtail  production  in  the  future  to  suit  the  actual 
market  needs.  This  comes  as  a  welcome  relief 
to  some  of  the  jobbers  and  dealers  in  this  coal  in 
Chicago.  The  flood  of  smokeless  and  alleged 
smokeless  coal  which  has  been  coming  into  this 
territory  has  caused  some  of  the  coal  men  to 
come  out  with  unused  copies  of  holy  writ  to  look 
up  the  story  of  Noah  and  the  flood.  They  say  if 
the  New  River  and  Pocahontas  people  keep  on 
flooding  the  market  the  way  they  have  been  for 
the  last  two  or  three  weeks  it  will  be  necessary 
to  construct  a  coal  dealer’s  Noah’s  ark  in  order  to 
overcome  the  effects  of  the  onrush  of  this  fuel.  For 
the  last  week  it  has  been  practically  impossible  to 
sell  even  the  higher  grade  coals  at  anywhere  near 
the  circular  price.  Some  smokeless  mine-run  has 
gone  begging  on  the  Chicago  market  at  95  cen'.s 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Sh-h-h !  This  is  a  trade  secrer. 
Some  shipments  of  the  Simon-pure,  genuine,  rock- 
ribbed,  dyed-in-the-wool  Pocahontas  coal — the 
real  article — in  reality  lump  and  egg,  has  been 
shipped  into  this  market  as  mine-run  and  sold  at 
mine-run  circular  of  $1.45,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Un¬ 
der  such  circumstances,  of  course,  it  is  entirely 
out  of  the  question  to  expect  prices  are  going  to 
continue  anywhere  near  circular  in  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  unless  production  is  curtailed  rather  sharply 
in  the  next  few  weeks.  Now  it  is  said  the  oper¬ 
ators  in  the  smokeless  field  have  decided  to  co¬ 
operate  for  the  reduction  of  output.  In  order  that 
no  one  may  sin  against  this  agreement  the  rail¬ 
roads  have  been  called  into  the  affair  as  a  party 
and  the  railroads  consequently  are  promising  to 
refuse  to  assign  more  cars  to  any  of  the  smoke¬ 
less  mines  than  will  take  care  of  forty  per  cent 
of  the  output.  Some  of  the  Chicago  coal  men  say 
that  with  the  output  restricted  to  forty  per  cent 
and  with  a  few  spells  of  cold  weather  the  smoke¬ 
less  market  will  be  back  to  its  normal  position 
before  very  long. 

Reciprocal  Demurrage  Hostler  is  still  work 
ing  among  the  shipping  interests  to  obtain  as 
strong  an  indorsement  as  possible  for  the 
Madden  bill  which  is  now  before  the  sixtieth 
congress.  He  was  able  recently  to  obtain  from 
the  sixteenth  congressional  district  of  Illinois 
some  hearty  support  and  Congressman  Graff  from 
that  district  is  being  petitioned  by  various  associa¬ 
tions  to  support  the  Madden  bill.  Among  others 
Mr.  Hostler  is  working  with  E.  L.  Ewing,  traffic 
manager  and  freight  director  for  eighteen  large 
shipping  concerns  of  Peoria  and  Chicago.  Mr. 
Ewing  and  Mr.  Hostler  have  compiled  some  inter¬ 
esting  data  on  the  status  of  the  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage  movement.  The  statement  is  made 
that  in  twenty  states  reciprocal  demurrage 


measures  are  pending  or  have  been  enacted. 
They  show  that  under  the  per  diem  rules  of 
the  railroads  the  regular  per  diem  charges 
and  the  penalties  amount  to  about  $350,000  per 
day  between  the  railroads  represented  in  the 
American  Railway  Association.  The  argument 
is  made  that  if  reciprocal  per  diem  rules  be¬ 
tween  the  railroads  are  practical  and  facilitate 
the  movement  of  loaded  and  empty  cars  it  may 
be  reasonable  to  assume  that  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage  rules  governing  the  railroads  and 
shippers  alike  will  further  expedite  the  move¬ 
ment  of  cars  and  increase  car  efficiency  by 
permitting  prompt  freight  schedules  reducing 
the  congestion  of  cars  at  the  terminals  and 
will  result  in  a  just  recognition,  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  of  their  duty  to  promptly  load 
and  unload  cars.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
from  $20,000  to  $25,000  are  collected  daily 
in  the  form  of  car  demurrage,  demonstrating 
that  20,000  to  25,000  cars  are  daily  withheld 
from  the  general  service.  Naturally  if  these 
loadings  and  unloadings  could  be  expedited  the 
general  situation  would  be  better  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  20,000  to  25,000  cars  per  day.  By  the 
same  process  of  reasoning  the  shipper  and  re¬ 
ceiver  may  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  if  the 
same  number  of  cars  be  expedited  one  day  in 
transit  from  the  point  of  shipment  to  the 
point  of  destination  an  equally  satisfactory 
condition  would  result.  After  making  this 
specific  and  pointed  argument,  Mr.  Hostler 
and  Mr.  Ewing  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  recently  ren¬ 
dered  the  opinion  that  “the  law  of  reciprocal 
demurrage  is  founded  in  the  soundest  com¬ 
mon  sense  and  the  highest  spirit  of  equity.” 

One  of  the  visitors  in  the  Chicago  trade  this 
week  was  George  S.  Loftus,  of  Minneapolis,  com¬ 
missioner  of  the  Minnesota  Receivers  and  Ship¬ 
pers’  Association.  He  is  just  returning  from 
Washington,  where  he  had  been  in  the  interest  of 
the  La  Follette  bill,  which  is  going  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Senate  in  a  very  short  time,  calling 
for  the  enactment  of  reciprocal  demurrage.  This 
bill  in  most  particulars  is  identical  with  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Reciprocal  Demurrage  Bill,  which  has  now 
been  in  operation  for  over  a  year.  It  is  hoped  by 
the  Minnesota  contingent  that  the  La  Follette 
bill  will  obtain  the  hearty  support  of  all  shippers 
because  it  is  going  to  do  so  much  for  the  speeding 
of  the  movement  of  cars  from  the  point  of  origin 
to  the  point  of  destination  of  freight.  In  speaking 
of  the  influence  of  the  Minnesota  bill  Mr.  Loftus 
said  that  one  of  the  principal  benefits  was  that  it 
compelled  the  railroads  to  give  all  shipments  as 
nearly  direct  movement  from  the  mines  to  con¬ 
sumers  as  possible.  He  cited  one  particular  in¬ 
stance  which  showed  how  the  law  was  working  in 
Minnesota.  At  certain  points  the  railroads  have 
long  sidings  which  heretofore  have  been  “blind” 
in  that  they  were  closed  at  one  end.  He  said 
that  as  soon  as  the  reciprocal  demurrage  law  Went 
into  effect  the  railroads  proceeded  to  connect 
these  blind  sidings  with  the  main  line,  thus  erect¬ 
ing  passing  sidings  instead  of  merely  storing  sid¬ 
ings.  Prior  to  this  time  the  railroads  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  placing  coal  cars  on  these  blind  sid¬ 
ings  and  then  filling  up  the  sidings  with  other  and 
higher  class  freight  in  the  speed  of  movement  of 
which  the  railroads  were  interested.  As  soon  as 
the  law  made  reciprocal  demurrage  a  fact  in  Min¬ 
nesota  the  railroads  gave  the  movement  of  coal 
and  lumber  the  same  consideration  as  to  the 
higher  class  freight.  A  car,  for  instance,  which 
was  placed  on  one  of  these  sidings-  would  move 
out  of  the  siding  at  the  other  end  and  toward  its 
destination  with  the  least  possible  delay.  This 
result  has  been  accomplished  without  doing  the 
slightest  damage  to  the  other  classes  of  shippers 
and  without  complicating  the  interstate  movement 
of  cars,  the  only  effect,  according  to  Mr.  Loftus 
being  to  give  the  shippers  of  low  class  freight  a 
much  better  service  than  they  ever  had  before. 
For  this  reason  and  also  because  Mr.  Loftus  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  principle  of  demurrage  is  not  only 
fair  but  absolutely  just  to  all  concerned  he  is  ask¬ 
ing  the  support  of  the  general  shipping  interests 
to  the  La  Follette  measure,  which  will  soon  be 
before  the  national  legislators  at  Washington. 
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has  had  a  rapid  and  rank  growth.  The  sooner  this  weed  is  eliminated  from 
the  garden  patch  of  the  coal  trade  the  better. 

Recently  the  open  declaration  was  made  that  certain  sums  of  money 
were  set  aside  by  one  concern  for  the  payment  of  commissions  to  real 
estate  agents  who  control  flat  buildings  and  to  janitors  of  flats  and  engi¬ 
neers  in  steam  plants.  It  is  not  to  be  understood  by  any  means  that  this  one 
case  is  isolated  or  that  other  coal  concerns  in  Chicago  are  free  from  the 
same  method  of  doing  business.  The  instance  has  simply  been  the  occasion 
within  the  week  of  bringing  out  numerous  reports  that  practices  of  this  sort 
were  being  indulged  in.  The  agent  accepts  a  commission,  or  in  reality  a 
bribe,  and  buys  the  coal  from  the  man  giving  the  bribe  to  the  exclusion  of 
everybody  else.  The  agent  does  not  have  to  pay  the  coal  bill,  of  course, 
since  that  comes  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  owner  of  the  building.  After  ac¬ 
cepting  the  bribe  the  agent  is  in  the  power  of  the  man  who  gave  it.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  engineer  or  the  janitor  of  a  flat  building  who  also  is 
given  a  bribe.  Thereafter  no  matter  what  bargains  the  agent  or  janitor 
might  be  offered  in  the  way  of  coal  prices,  no  matter  what  superior  quality 
of  coal  might  be  offered,  the  one  company  giving  the  bribe  has  a  call  on  the 
business  unless  forsooth  somebody  else  comes  along  and  raises  the  bid.  The 
agent  or  janitor  who  would  accept  a  bribe  would  also  sell  out  to  the  next 
highest  bidder.  From  this  condition  of  rottenness  in  the  coal  business  the 
steps  which  lead  down  to  further  degradation  are  easy  and  rapid.  From  buy¬ 
ing  an  inferior  grade  of  coal  at  a  higher  price  than  it  is  worth  it  is  an  easy 
step  to  the  signing  of  tickets  showing  the  delivery  of  coal  that  has  never 
been  taken  to  the  apartment  house  or  steam  making  plant.  This  has  also 
been  done  in  the  Chicago  trade,  and  that  within  the  month.  Salesmen  who 
have  participated  in  these  nefarious  deals  have  boasted  of  it,  showing  the 
tickets  which  have  been  signed  without  any  coal  delivery. 

The  people  of  Chicago  and  every  other  city  in  the  United  States  have 
been  demanding  that  coal  dealers  be  fair  and  honest.  The  Black  Diamond 
wants  to  ask  this  one  question  and  then  leave  the  subject.  How  is  it  possible 
for  an  honest  man  doing  business  in  an  honest  way,  giving  full  weights  and 
a  high  grade  of  coal,  to  succeed  in  competition  with  the  people  who  indulge 
in  practices  such  as  are  outlined  above? 


The  association  movement  among  retail  dealers  is 
Retailers  Are  becoming,  more  and  more  extensive  and  more  and 
Responsible.!  morc  important  as  time  goes  on.  This  is  especially 
true  now  that  the  courts  have  decided  upon  the  le¬ 
gality  of  retail  coal  dealers  associations  and  has  given  them  a  standing 
in  the  community. 

As  might  be  supposed,  these  various  organizations  are  having  more 
oi  less  a  stiuggle  for  existence  because,  while  the  average  man  likes  to 
obtain  benefit  from  such  an  organization,  he  is  not  equally  fond  of  pay¬ 
ing  the  expenses.  The  coal  dealers’  associations  have  taken  a  peculiar 


view  of  this  thing.  They  declare  that  while  they  are  working  primarily 
in  their  own  behalf,  they  are  doing  a  work  that  helps  the  entire  coal 
trade  and  consequently  they  should  not  be  expected  to  stand  all  of  the 
burden  of  such  an  undertaking.  They  require  that  part  of  this  should 
be  borne  by  the  wholesalers  and  the  producers.  Naturally  this  is  merely  a 
sidestep  in  an  endeavor  to  get  some  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
wholesalers  or  the  producers  to  keep  the  retailers  from  having  to  go  too 
deeply  into  their  own.  In  a  city  the  size  of  Chicago  the  wholesalers  and 
producers  very  naturally  lop  over,  in  t,heir  business  transactions,  a  good 
many  states.  If  all  associations  decide  that  the  jobbers  and  wholesalers 
should  help  them  pay  their  expenses  the  Chicago  operators  and  jobbers 
would  very  soon  be  handing  out  money  to  at  least  five  different  associa¬ 
tions.  While  the  burden  upon  these  operators  might  not  be  very  heavy 
from  each  individual  association,  the  aggregate  might  possibly  become 
bothersome. 

The  practice  of  pleading,  to  the  jobbers  and  wholesalers,  for  pecuni¬ 
ary  assistance  is  not  only  unjust,  but  far  from  dignified.  Very  frequently 
the  retailers  are  called  upon  to  go  to  war  with  a  jobber  or  producer 
which  they  do  on  the  slightest  pretext.  It  hardly  looks  like  justice  to 
accept  the  money  of  the  jobber  or  producer  with  one  hand  and  strike 
him  a  blow  with  the  other.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  hardly  right  to  place 
the  association  in  a  position  where  it  might  be  blackmailed  into  silence  by 
a  contribution  from  the  jobber  or  producer  in  a  case  where  the  associa¬ 
tion  really  had  to  take  action.  The  safest  thing  for  the  association  to  do 
is  to  pay  its  own  expenses,  to  owe  no  debt  to  the  jobber  or  producer 
whatever,  and  thus  be  in  a  position  to  take  any  action  that  it  might 
choose,  perfectly  free  from  the  fear  of  consequent  embarrassment. 

Aside  from  the  questions  of  this  character  the  association  owes  it  to 
itself  to  pay  its  own  bills.  For  instance,  in  four  associations  the  annual 
dues  are  only  five  dollars  a  year.  This  amounts  to  less  than  a  postage 
stamp  for  each  working  day.  An  association  that  is  not  worth  a  postage 
stamp  a  day  in  regulating  irregularities  is  worth  absolutely  nothing.  The 
coal  dealers  should  pay  their  own  expenses,  especially  the  expenses  of 
their  own  bqneficial  organization,  or  go  out  of  business.  The  secretaries 
of  the  various  associations  have  been  pleading  with  members  to  pay  up 
their  dues.  When  it  comes  to  such  a  small  matter  as  a  five-dollar  mem¬ 
bership  fee  the  association  is  either  worth  that  or  it  is  worth  nothing. 


The  various  shipping  interests  of  the  country  are 
again  before  Congress  asking  for  the  enactment  of 
the  principle  of  reciprocal  demurrage.  They  are 
going  to  keep  pleading  for  this  measure  practically 
all  winter  and  if  the  bills  presented  can  be  forced  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  committee  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  law  will  be  enacted. 
Between  now  and  the  middle  of  February  it  will  depend  entirely  upon 
the  shippers  whether  these  bills  are  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  since  that  now  seems  to  be  the  stumbling  block  on  the  road  to 
progress.  It  is  up  to  the  shippers  to  hammer  away  if  any  action  is  to  be 
taken. 

Regarding  the  principle  of  demurrage:  In  a  plain  case  of  law  a 
demurrage  charge  would  probably  not  stand,  since  it  is  not  a  charge 
for  services  rendered,  but  a  penalty  fbf  the  delay  of  equipment.  The 
right  of  the  transportation  company  to  impose  this  penalty  for  the  delay 
of  its  equipment  has  been  recognized  by  the  courts  of  law  and,  in  addi¬ 
tion,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  it  is  an  equitable  principle  inasmuch 
as  its  main  purpose  is  to  increase  the  speed  of  the  movement  of  cars 
from  the  point  where  the  material  originates  to  the  point  where  it  is  de¬ 
livered.  The  contention  of  the  shippers  is  that  since  this  principle  has 
a  dual  foothold  as  far  as  the  transportation  company  is  concerned  the 
equal  justice  to  the  consignor  or  the  consignee  would  suggest  that  since 
his  commodity  was  also  delayed  he  should  be  privileged  to  obtain  the 
same  relief  from  the  transportation  company,  in  the  way  of  a  return  or 
reciprocal  demurrage. 

If  the  principle  is  defensible  on  one  side  it  is  certainly  just  on  the 
other.  The  transportation  company  has  a  lien  on  the  commodity  moved 
until  the  charges  have  been  paid.  The  law  gives  that  particular  ad¬ 
vantage.  It  is  now  requested  that  the  law  shall  give  the  consignor  or 
the  consignee  a  lien  upon  the  equipment  of  the  transportation  company 
until  the  demurrage  which  accrued  to  the  interest  of  the  shipper  has 
been  paid.  Of  course,  in  order  to  establish  the  principle  of  demurrage  it 
will  be  necessary  to  decide  at  what  rate  of  speed  the  railroads  should 
move  commodities  from  point  to  point,  and  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
enactment  of  such  a  law,  but  if  the  shipping  interests  endeavor  to  legis¬ 
late  into  existence  railroad  cars,  which  can  not  be  obtained  or  purchased, 
and  if  they  endeavor  to  legislate  speed  into  the  movement  of  goods  from 
point  to  point,  the  law  will  be  likely  to  become  inoperative  because  it 
will  be  impracticable  and  consequently  fall  of  its  own  weight. 


The  Status  of 
Demurrage. 


No.  4] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 
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Coal  Dealers  Are  Embarrassed. 


Chicago  coal  men  are  calling  attention  to 
the  condition  now  existing  which  is  the  direct 
outgrowth  of  the  period  of  depression  which 
started  to  spread  over  the  country  the  1st  of 
November.  Unquestionably  the  same  situa¬ 
tion  obtains  in  practically  every  other  city 
in  the  United  States.  Last  summer  everyone 
expected  that  a  coal  shortage  would  be  felt  in 
all  parts  of  the  country  this  winter.  The  rail¬ 
roads  stored  coal  and  made  storage  rates  to 
apply  during  the  summer  months.  The  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission  granted  conces¬ 
sions  to  the  railroads  in  the  matter  of  the 
privilege  of  filing  special  tariffs.  The  coal  op¬ 
erator  pleaded  with  the  dealer  and  consumer 
to  buy  early,  but  without  making  any  conces¬ 
sions  in  the  prices  in  order  to  induce  this  stor¬ 
age  of  coal.  The  burden  of  all  pleas  made  to 
the  retail  dealer  was  that  he  should  buy  his 
coal  as  early  as  possible  and  get  in  as  much 
as  possible  before  the  cold  weather  came  and 
the  snows  blocked  the  progress  of  coal  from 
the  mines  to  the  consumers.  Car  shortages 
were  predicted  and  all  sorts  of  direful  conse¬ 
quences  were  prophesied  for  the  dealer  who 
refused  to  buy  his  coal  in  the  summer. 

Yielding  to  all  this  persuasion  the  coal  deal¬ 
ers  en  masse  laid  in  larger  stocks  of  coal  than 
ever  in  the  history  of  this  country.  They 
bought  until  the  coal  piles  reached  the  top  of 
the  coal  trestles.  They  bought  until  every 
inch  of  space  in  their  yards  was  absolutely  filled 
with  coal,  leaving  no  room  for  another  pound. 
They  bought  at  the  high  prices  until  the  sur¬ 
plus  funds  were  tied  up  in  this  high  priced 
fuel,  which  everyone  expected  would  yield 
them  a  fairly  reasonable  profit  when  the  win¬ 
ter  time  came.  But  before  winter  came  ad¬ 
versity  in  business  made  itself  apparent.  The 
users  of  steam  coal  shut  down  their  plants,  the 
warm  weather  appeared,  and  users  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  found  their  needs  exceedingly  small. 
The  business  of  the  retail  dealer  was  imme¬ 
diately  placed  in  hazard.  The  natural  slump 
in  the  buying  of  domestic  coal  left  him  at  a 
point  where  he  was  most  likely  to  have  to  cut 
down  his  price  and  thus  either  shade  his  profit 
or  go  without  any.  The  situation  thus  pre¬ 
sented  would  have  been  bad  enough  were  there 
no  further  complications. 

The  coal  producer  who  had  been  so  in¬ 
sistent  upon  the  dealers’  buying  forgot  all 
about  the  stocks  in  the  yards  of  the  dealers 
except  as  these  were  forced  upon  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  limit  the  market  in  that  particular  di¬ 
rection.  In  cities  like  Chicago  there  are  track 
dealers  and  smaller  dealers  who  have  no  sid¬ 
ings.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  these 
small  dealers  buy  their  coal  from  the  track 
dealers.  It  was  in  anticipation  of  a  good  de¬ 
mand  from  these  small  dealers  that  the  track 
dealers  stocked  up  their  yards.  As  soon  as 
the  operators  found  that  they  would  not  sell 
any  more  coal  to  the  track  dealers  already 
stocked  with  high  priced  summer  coal  these 
producers  turned  their  attention  to  other  deal¬ 
ers. 

To  explain  just  what  happened  wfe  will  say 
that  the  producer  is  represented  by  A,  the 
track  dealer  by  B.  &  C.,  and  the  small  dealer 
by  D.  &  E.  Under  ordinary  circumstances 
the  course  of  the  coal  is  from  A.  to  B.  and  C. 
and  through  B.  and  C.  to  D.  and  E.  D.,  the 
small  dealer,  is  located  near  to  B.,  the  track 
dealer,  and  E.,  the  small  dealer,  is  located 
near  C.,  the  track  dealer.  A.  would  not  sell 
to  either  D.  or  E.,  but  would  sell  to  dealers 
in  other  parts  of  the  city  who  hold  the  same 
position  with  regard  to  other  track  dealers 
that  D.  and  E.  do  to  B.  and  C.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  one  of  A.’s  fellow  producers  would  come 
into  A.’s  territory  and  sell  to  D.  and  E.  Thus 
it  happens  that  the  producer  does  not  sell  to 
the  small  dealer  in  direct  competition  to  his 
track  dealer  patrons,  but  in  a  roundabout  way 
the  producers  by  selling  to  the  small  dealers 
are  demoralizing  the  market  for  the  regular 
track  dealers  and  are  compelling  them  to  take 
what  profits  are  justly  theirs.  These  track 
dealers  are  complaining  loudly  of  this  prac¬ 
tice  and  are  declaring  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  operators  to  keep  their  coal  in  the  ground 


rather  than  demoralize  the  market  in  this 
way. 

The  operators  are  disposed  to  shrug  their 
shoulders,  to  smile,  and,  to  use  the  language 
of  “Boss”  Tweed:  “What  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it?”  They  admit  that  the  practice  is 
morally  wrong,  but  excuse  themselves  by  the 
statement  that  business  presents  extenuating 
circumstances.  The  plea  of  extenuating  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  freedom  from  responsibility 
will  probably  serve  the  coal  operators  this 
winter,  but  he  is  teaching  the  track  dealer  a 
lesson  by  the  method  of  operators  which  it 
will  not  be  easy  to  counteract  in  the  future, 
when  it  will  be  really  necessary  to  plead  with 
these  same  dealers  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  coal 
against  an  extraordinary  winter  demand. 


Strike  in  Kentucky. 


Operators  in  Kentucky  Reply  to  a  State¬ 
ment  Made  by  Mine  Workers’ 
Officials. 


Earlington,  Ky.,  January  23. — Attention  of 
several  non-union  coal  operators  in  Hopkins  and 
adjoining  counties  was  called  personally  and  by 
telephone  this  morning  to  the  report  sent  out 
from  national  headquarters  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  at  Indianapolis  yesterday,  which  said : 

“Among  the  first  things  to  be  considered  by  the 
national  convention  will  be  the  strike  in  the  Hop¬ 
kins  field  in  Kentucky.  It  began  January  14  and 
about  2,000  men  are  out  at  this  time.” 

Operators  interviewed,  representing  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  non-union  mines  in  the  counties  of 
Hopkins,  Christian,  Union  and  Webster,  give  in 
detail  statistics  as  to  the  number  of  miners  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  non-union  mines  of  these  counties. 
They  state  that  the  total  number  of  men  employed 
to  operate  the  non-union  mines  of  these  four 
counties  upon  normal  basis  with  all  places  filled  is 
3,700  and  say  that  practically  all  these  mines  are 
working  with  full  forces  and  producing  normal 
outputs  of  coal.  The  list  of  men  at  work,  as  made 
up,  totals  3,698.  In  Hopkins  county  the  actual 
figures  obtained  are :  St.  Bernard,  1,500 ;  Rein- 
ecke,  225;  Victoria,  200;  Crabtree,  160;  Norton- 
ville,  98;  other  smaller  mines,  250;  total,  2,433. 
The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Company,  operating  in 
Union  and  Webster,  report  full  force  of  700  men 
at  work.  In  Christian  county  the  Empire  Com¬ 
pany  has  about  125  men,  which  is  a  full  force. 
The  Oak  Hill  mine  in  this  county  is  at  work  to¬ 
day  after  a  shut-down  on  account  of  court  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  embarrassment  from  the  union. 
Other  small  mines  report  forces  at  work  which 
bring  the  grand  total  up  to  approximately  3,700. 

The  operators  call  attention  to  the  statement 
they  gave  out  a  few  days  ago  that  the  tonnage  of 
coal  output  from  the  non-union  mines  of  these 
four  counties  for  the  first  two  weeks  of  January, 
immediately  following  the  strike  order  which  took 
effect  January  1,  was  greater  than  the  output  of 
the  same  mines  for  the  first  two  weeks  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1907.  During  this  mild  weather  some  of  the 
operators  are  complaining  of  lack  of  coal  orders 
and  say  that  unless  colder  weather  comes  they 
will  have  to  reduce  their  forces. 

An  attorney  for  one  of  the  operators  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  if  the  national  organization  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  was  furnishing  money  for 
the  support  of  a  thousand  strikers  in  Hopkins 
county,  as  had  been  claimed,  the  treasury  of  the 
organization  was  being  robbed.  Union  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  this  county  have  been  negotiating 
with  physicians  to  do  the  practicing  for  the  strik¬ 
ers,  upon  the  representation  that  they  now  have 
one  hundred  men  out  in  Hopkins  county  and  ex¬ 
pect  to  have  three  hundred  men  out  in  a  short 
while. 


Without  giving  any  reason  for  its  action,  the 
board  of  railroad  commissioners  of  Missouri 
has  revoked  its  former  orders  reducing  the 
state  freight  rate  on  coal  fifteen  per  cent,  and 
the  switching  charges  at  St.  Louis  and  Kansas 
City  twenty  per  cent. 


Miner’s  Convention. 

Operators  May  Insist  That  a  Discussion 
of  the  Joint  Agreement  Be  of 
Private  Nature. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  miners  are  holding  their  an¬ 
nual  convention  here,  with  about  800  delegates  in 
attendance.  The  usual  features  attending  the 
opening  of  these  conventions  have  been  notice¬ 
able.  Much  feeling  has  been  displayed  among 
the  followers  of  President  Mitchell  because  he 
is  to  retire  from  the  leadership  April  1.  The 
offer  of  $2,700  by  the  Wyoming  and  Montana 
miners  as  a  token  of  their  esteem  of  Mitchell 
brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  hundreds  of  dele¬ 
gates,  who  can  not  repress  their  sorrow  at  part¬ 
ing  with  Mr.  Mitchell. 

The  latter  is  far  from  robust,  but  he  seems 
stronger  than  he  was  a  month  ago  and  he  hopes 
t®  be  able  to  preside  throughout  the  rest  of  his 
term.  The  opinion  prevails  here  that  Tom  Lewis 
has  been  elected  to  succeed  him,  but  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Wilson’s  followers  have  not  abandoned 
hope. 

In  his  annual  report  President  Mitchell  spoke 
of  the  benefit  of  the  joint  wage  conference  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  former  relations  will 
be  resumed.  He  indicated  that  it  is  up  to  the 
operators  to  say  what  shall  be  done.  Mr.  Mitch¬ 
ell  said  that  while  the  organization  is  in  good 
shape,  that  it  has  failed  so  far  to  unionize  West 
Virginia,  Colorado,  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and 
other  fields. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  organization  has  about 
$870,000  on  hand  here  now.  It  is  believed  that 
the  miners  will  make  their  old-time  bluff  of  de¬ 
manding  an  increase  of  ten  per  cent  in  wages  as 
as  play  for  keeping  their  present  scale. 

Representatives  of  the  large  coal  companies 
sent  here  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  mine  workers’  convention  declared  tonight 
that  if  the  operators  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  western 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  agree  on  January  30  to  a 
resumption  of  the  interstate  movement  that  the 
conference  to  fix  a  new  scale  will  not  be  held  in 
Indianapolis. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  the  custom  of 
miners  and  operators  to  hold  their  conference 
here  following  the  annual  convention  of  the  for¬ 
mer  at  which  they  agreed  on  their  demands.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  joint  conference  the  miners  from  about 
twenty  states,  including  those  from  the  anthracite 
districts  who  had  no  interest  in  the  bituminous 
scale,  hovered  around  to  watch  the  proceedings. 

The  operators  object  to  such  espionage  and 
their  representatives  now  here  say  that  the  joint 
conference  will  be  held  either  at  Chicago,  Colum¬ 
bus  or  Detroit,  where  only  the  miners  from  the 
four  states  included  will  participate.  President 
Mitchell  in  his  annual  address,  however,  indi¬ 
cated  to  the  miners  that  they  should  wait  here 
until  after  January  30  to  determine  what  course 
shall  be  pursued. 

The  operators  will  meet  here  on  the  30th  to 
decide  whether  or  not  they  want  to  resume  old 
relations.  It  is  said  that  the  Illinois  operators 
have  induced  a  majority  of  the  delegates  from 
their  state  to  the  convention  now  in  session  here 
to  insist  on  the  operators  and  miners  from  the 
rest  of  the  competitive  field  complying  with  the 
conditions  now  existing  in  Illinois.  The  Illinois 
miners  are  unwilling  to  give  up  the  conditions  on 
which  their  scale  is  made,  so  it  is  said  that  the 
Illinois  operators  will  insist  on  the  operators 
from  the  states  accepting  the  same  terms  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  scale. 

John  Walker  of  Illinois  has  been  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  miners’  scale  committee. 


Officials  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation 
Company  state  that  although  the  company  in¬ 
creased  its  earnings  almost  $1,000,000  during 
the  last  year,  the  coming  twelve  months  will 
show  even  a  greater  gain.  An  effort  is  also 
to  be  made  to  greatly  reduce  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction. 


One  of  the  wash  houses  of  the  Robert  Gage 
Coal  Company,  near  Auburn,  Mich.,  was  re¬ 
cently  destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  entailed 
will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $700. 
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Building  a  Pocket  for  the  Retail  Trade. 


The  Cost  of  Construction  is  an  Item  of  the  Greatest  Importance — Too  Much  Land  is  Used  by  the  Average 

Dealers— Two  Types  of  Buildings  are  Discussed. 


With  the  growth  of  competition  in  the  re¬ 
tail  coal  business  the  average  retail  dealer  is 
beginning  to  realize  that  it  is  practically  neces¬ 
sary  that  he  should  have  some  kind  of  storage 
capacity  and  also  some  kind  of  machinery  for 
the  handling  of  his  coal.  Probably  one  of  the 
biggest  mistakes  that  the  retail  dealer  has 
made  in  his  business  has  been  the  belief  that 
in  order  to  conduct  a  retail  trade  properly  it  is 
necessary  to  have  an  enormous  amount  of 
land  for  his  yard.  Of  course,  in  the  smaller 
cities  land  is  not  so  valuable  as  in  the 
larger  cities  and  not  so  much  money  would  be 
tied  up.  Nevertheless,  a  great  many  coal 
dealers  even  in  the  smaller  cities  have  their 
yards  located  on  land  close  to  the  center 
of  the  city  and  consequently  the  most  valuable 
property  in  the  community.  Modern  methods 
in  handling  this  retail  business  have  shown  that 
the  most  effective  plants  have  been  constructed 
on  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  space.  It 
has  been  proved  over  and  over  again  by  the 
figures  showing  the  cost  of  construction  that 
if  these  retail  dealers  located  a  coal  pocket 
alongside  the  sidetrack  of  the  railroad  it  would 
serve  all  the  uses  of  his  larger  amount  of 
ground  and  the  difference  between  the  cost  of 
the  land  which  has  been  thought  necessary 
and  that  which  is  really  required  to  accommo¬ 
date  a  coal  pocket  would  pay  for  the  ma¬ 
chinery  that  is  installed  in  the  average  coal 
pocket. 

The  coal  dealer  realizing  that  some  of  his 
policies  in  the  past  have  been  mistaken  is  be¬ 
ginning  to  figuie  whether  he  can  not  con¬ 
struct  a  coal  pocket  on  a  small  amount  of 
space  and  through  the  sale  of  his  land  pay  part 
of  this  new  construction.  He  is  impressed 
with  this  necessity  the  more  he  studies  into  the 
advantages  which  comes  from  the  use  of  ma¬ 
chinery  in  the  handling  of  coal.  As  a  result 
of  this  study  the  average  coal  dealer  is  now 
balancing  in  his  mind  the  merits  of  the  two 
kinds  of  coal  pockets,  namely,  the  concrete 
pocket  and  the  old  pocket  which  is  constructed 
of  timber,  the  two  being  equipped  with  auto¬ 
matic  handling  machinery.  Conditions  which 
obtain  today  may  not  obtain  this  time  next 
year,  but  for  the  time  being  the  concrete 
pocket  is  a  matter  of  the  future  and  the  tim¬ 
ber  pocket  appears  to  be  the  thing  of  today. 
For  the  purpose  of  giving  the  dealer  the  lat¬ 
est  possible  figures  on  the  cost  of  such  an  in¬ 
stallation  and  for  the  purpose  also  of  giving 
him  the  benefit  of  the  latest  ideas  regarding 
the  materials  of  which  coal  pockets  have 
been  constructed  it  is  intended  to  present  here¬ 
with  the  cost  of  construction  of  a  modern  con¬ 
crete  and  modern  timber  pocket  and  also  to 
show  some  of  the  elements  that  enter  into  the 
cost  of  operating  these  different  types. 

The  Concrete  Pocket. 

In  the  first  place,  take  the  modern  concrete 
coal  pocket.  The  average  dealer  would  of 
course  be  interested  in  the  one  which  would 
have  storage  capacity  of  about  a  thousand 
tons.  This  equipped  with  automatic  handling 
machinery  and  all  set  up  ready  for  business 
would  cost  about  $6.50  to  $7  per  ton  of  stor¬ 
age  space.  For  a  thousand  tons  capacity  it 
would  require  an  outlay  of  from  $6,500  to 
$7,000  consequently.  If  the  storage  capacity 
were  increased  to,  say,  4,000  tons  the  cost  per 
ton  of  storage  space  would  possibly  be  re¬ 
duced  to  about  $5.50  or  $6,  which,  of  course, 
would  make  the  coal  pocket  cost  from  $22,000 
to  $24,000.  In  the  case  of  a  coal  pocket  which 
would  have  a  storage  capacity  of  about  10,000 
tons  the  cost  per  ton  of  storage  space  would 
be  about  $5,  making  the  total  cost  of  the 
pocket  about  $50,000.  In  the  case  of  the  1,000- 
ton  pocket,  which  would  require  an  investment 
of  about  $7,000,  the  coal  dealer  would  have  to 
pay  interest  on  that  money  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent  or  at  the  rate  of  $420  per  year  before 


he  would  be  able  to  set  aside  out  of  his  profits 
any  money  for  sinking  fund  to  reimburse  him¬ 
self  for  the  cost  of  the  original  pocket.  Pro¬ 
vided  he  had  tried  to  pay  off  this  cost  in  ten 
years  he  would  have  to  set  aside  $700  a  year, 
which,  together  with  the  interest,  would  make 
him  withdraw  from  the  profits  of  his  business 
$1,120.  This  is  evidently  out  of  the  question 
for  the  coal  dealer,  who  is  only  doing  enough 
business  to  warrant  a  storage  capacity  of  a 
thousand  tons,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
concrete  pocket  as  constructed  today  is  vir¬ 
tually  out  of  the  question. 

The  great  point  which  is  set  up  in  favor  of 
this  pocket  is  that  it  is  fireproof  and  conse¬ 
quently  that  no  insurance  on  the  pocket  itself 
is  necessary.  Where  smokeless  or  anthracite 
coal  is  stored  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  insure 
this  grade  of  coal  againest  fire  since  spontane¬ 
ous  combustion  never  takes  place  in  anthracite 
or  smokeless  coal,  but  if  any  of  the  coals  high 
in  sulphur  are  stored  in  such  a  pocket  there 
would  be  no  proof  at  all  against  a  possible 
loss  through  spontaneous  combustion  and  con¬ 


sequently  the  coal  itself  would  have  to  be 
insured.  The  insurance  on  the  building  alone 
is  not  an  item  which  would  at  all  offset  the 
cost  of  this  kind  of  construction.  For  an¬ 
other  thing  it  has  been  proved  by  actual  tests 
that  while  a  concrete  pocket  will  not  burn, 
there  are  other  damages  to  such  a  pocket 
through  the  fire  in  an  adjacent  territory  which 
are  quite  as  serious  as  the  firing  of  the  building 
itself,  if  not  more  so.  For  instance,  while  a 
concrete  pocket  will  not  burn,  if  the  fire  be¬ 
comes  too  hot  in  the  immediate  vicinity  where 
such  a  pocket  is  located  it  will  dry  up  and 
crumble  away  like  sand,  absolutely  falling  to 
pieces  under  the  intensity  of  the  heat.  Conse¬ 
quently  if  coal  stored  in  such  a  pocket  were 
to  take  fire  by  spontaneous  combustion  or  any 
other  cause  the  coal  pocket  would  crumble 
about  the  coal  pile  and  the  effects  would  be 
the  same  as  if  the  material  contained  in  the 
building  had  been  burned. 

There  is  another  item  in  connection  with  a 
concrete  pocket  which  is  of  more  than  usual 
interest.  For  instance,  as  the  pockets  are  built 
today  the  construction  is  unusually  massive 
because  the  concrete  not  only  has  to  be  poured 
in  place  and  built  up  like  a  solid  piece  of 
stone,  but  it  has  to  be  reinforced  with  steel. 


It  is  not  yet  determined  whether  the  steel 
making  up  the  core  of  such  a  building  deterior¬ 
ates  through  electrolysis  or  whether  the  con¬ 
crete,  being  porous,  shields  the  steel  cores 
from  the  force  of  erosion.  Concrete  construc¬ 
tion  is  of  such  recent  origin,  comparatively, 
that  the  wearing  powers  of  these  steel  rods 
used  for  reinforcing  purposes  have  not  been 
fully  determined.  Of  course,  if  by  any  means 
the  steel  rods  were  to  decay,  the  building  itself 
would  be  practically  useless.  Thus  it  would 
seem  that  concrete  construction  is  not  as  near¬ 
ly  eternal  as  has  been  commonly  supposed. 

Moreover,  when  a  concrete  pocket  is  made 
up  practically  of  a  solid  stone  it  becomes,  as 
soon  as  constructed,  peculiarly  unelastic  and 
blocks  all  efforts  toward  a  revision  of  the 
plant.  If  in  the  future  it  is  desired  to  increase 
the  capacity,  the  pocket  virtually  has  to  be 
built  over  or  an  annex  would  have  to  be  built 
in  the  form  of  virtually  a  new  concrete  build¬ 
ing.  The  main  virtue  is  that  it  gives  stability 
to  the  machinery  located  in  this  building  by 
offering  such  a  solid  foundation  that  the  ma¬ 


chinery  does  itself  very  little  damage  while 
running. 

The  Timber  Pocket. 

As  to  the  old  style  timber  pockets,  the  only 
barrier  in  the  way  of  their  construction  is  the 
rapidly  increasing  cost  of  timber.  So  far, 
however,  the  cost  of  timber  has  not  reached 
such  a  high  point  that  the  cost  of  the  material 
in  a  timber  building  exceeds  the  cost  of  the 
concrete  and  its  reinforcements  of  steel.  One 
expert  declares  that  the  cost  per  ton  of  stor¬ 
age  space  for  a  building  with  a  capacity  of 
about  1,000  tons  is  about  $5,  thus  the  building 
in  itself  would  cost  only  about  $5,000.  For  a 
building  with  a  storage  capacity  of,  say,  4,000 
tons,  the  cost  per  ton  of  storage  space  would  be 
between  $4  and  $4.50,  making  the  building  in 
itself  cost  about  $16,000  to  $18,000.  For  a 
building  with  a  storage  capacity  of  about  10,- 
000  tons  the  cost  per  ton  of  storage  capacity 
would  be  about  $3,  making  the  cost  of  the 
building  as  a  whole  about  $30,000.  This,  of 
course,  would  include  the  structure  itself  and 
all  equipment  ready  for  actual  operation. 

It  is  seen  that  between  the  cost  of  a  10,000- 
ton  pocket  in  concrete  and  timber  is  about 
$20,000,  while  in  a  pocket  with  a  storage  ca- 
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pacity  of  about  1,000  tons  the  difference  in 
cost  is  about  $2,000.  On  the  original  cost  of 
$5,000  the  interest  charge  would  be  only  $300 
per  year.  If  the  cost  of  the  building  were  to 
be  paid  off  in  ten  years  it  would  be  necessary 
to  put  into  sinking  fund  only  $500  a  year, 
making  the  total  of  sinking  fund  and  interest 
$800  a  year.  As  compared  with  the  cost  of  the 
concrete  structure,  this  would  amount  to  a  saving 
per  year  in  sinking  fund  requirements  and  inter¬ 
est  charge  of  about  $320  a  year.  This,  of 
course,  would  much  more  than  take  care  of 
the  insurance  which  the  coal  dealer  would 
have  to  carry  on  his  coal  and  the  building. 

One  coal  pocket  of  enormous  size  has  just 
been  constructed  for  the  Polar  Wave  Ice  & 
Fuel  Company  of  St.  Louis  by  the  Howe  Scale 
Company  of  Chicago.  This  is  an  enormous 
structure,  having  a  capacity  of  about  25,000 
tons,  being  the  largest  coal  pocket  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  It  is  about  300  feet  in 
length,  about  fifty  feet  wide  and  about  fifty 
feet  high.  Of  course,  this  is  very  much  larger 
than  the  average  coal  dealer  would  require  and 
the  only  figures  in  this  connection  which  would 
possibly  interest  the  average  dealer  is  the 
labor  cost  in  operating  this  plant.  This  pocket 
is  equipped  with  automatic  machinery  which 
handles  coal  without  ever  being  touched  by 
hand  all  the  way  from  the  car  to  the  wagon. 


The  membership  of  the  Northwestern  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  has  been  gaining  stead¬ 
ily  in  recent  weeks,  under  the  patient  work  of 
Secretary  G.  H.  Reeves.  Eighteen  members  have 
been  added  in  the  last  month. 

Association  affairs  have  been  active  in  other 
respects.  A  committee  consisting  of  W.  G.  Has¬ 
kell,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa ;  O.  C.  Searles,  Hills¬ 
boro,  N.  D.,  and  T.  J.  Skellett,  Minneapoilis,  was 
appointed  at  the  last  convention  to  take  up  the 
matter  of  summer  rates  with  the  railroads.  This 
committee  met  on  January  15.  W.  J.  Bryan,  who 
was  to  interest  himself  with  the  shippers  and 
work  jointly  with  the  committee  for  the  associa¬ 
tion,  has  resigned  his  position  and  gone  south, 
and  J.  H.  Sessions  has  consented  to  take  up 
the  work  for  the  shipping  companies.  Thei 
committee  will  undoubtedly  have  another  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  near  future. 


It  does  so  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  tons  of 
coal  per  hour. 

If  this  enormous  pocket  can  be  operated  on 
such  a  low  labor  cost  it  is  reasonable  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  a  coal  dealer  who  has  a  business  that 
would  require  storage  capacity  of  only  about 
1,000  tons  could  conduct  his  business  on  a 
very  much  lower  scale  of  prices.  The  main 
thing  for  the  coal  dealer  in  figuring  on  a 
pocket  of  this  kind  is  to  get  machinery  that 
is  as  far  as  possible  “fool  proof.”  That  means 
that  some  inexperienced  hands  around  the  yard 
will  not  be  tempted  to  run  the  machinery  at 
such  a  high  rate  of  speed  and  compel  it  to 
do  such  extraordinary  feats  that  it  will  soon 
wear  out  by  hammering  it  to  pieces.  The  con¬ 
struction  of  this  machinery  has  become  a  feat¬ 
ure  in  itself  and  for  small  plants  it  is  now 
realized  that  the  best  machine  has  a  large  capacity 
although  moving  comparatively  slowly. 

It  is  argued  in  favor  of  the  timber 
pocket  that  it  gives  an  equally  secure 
foundation  for  the  machinery  with  the  con¬ 
crete  pocket  and  consequently  since  the 
original  cost  is  in  favor  of  the  timber  pocket 
the  most  conservative  men  in  the  trade  favor 
that  kind  of  construction  rather  than  the  con¬ 
crete,  at  least  until  some  new  designs  in  the 
construction  of  concrete  pockets  have  been 
introduced. 


The  office  of  the  secretary  has  been  urged  to 
get  out  a  set  of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  ship¬ 
pers  and  retailers.  A  set  has  been  drafted  in 
a  rough  way  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
board  of  directors  and  also  in  the  hands  of  sev¬ 
eral  shipping  companies.  After  they  have  been 
heard  from  there  will  probably  be  a  joint  meet¬ 
ing  to  perfect  these  rules.  They  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“What  to  do  to  Establish  a  Basis  for  a  Claim, 
and  the  Rights  of  the  Shipper  and  the  Receiver : 

“All  claims  of  members  for  short  weight  in 
carload  shipments  will  be  handled  by  the  asso¬ 
ciation  or  its  attorney  whenever  the  claim  has 
been  filed  with  the  railroad  company  and  pay¬ 
ment  either  refused  or  unnecessarily  delayed, 
under  the  following  conditions : 

“1.  Ask  the  shipping  company  for  a  bill  of 
lading. 


“2.  Demand  destination  weights  of  the  railroad 
company  on  arrival  of  car  if  there  are  track 
scales  at  your  station. 

“3.  If  there  are  no  track  scales  at  your  sta¬ 
tion,  give  the  station  agent  in  writing  the  point 
of  shipment  and  car  number  as  soon  as  you  re¬ 
ceive  invoice,  and  ask  to  have  the  car  weighed 
at  nearest  track  to  your  station. 

“4.  If  for  any  reason  the  coal  has  not  been 
weighed  or  cannot  be  weighed  on  track  scales 
on  arrival  and  you  wish  to  weigh  it  out,  notify 
your  station  agent  when  and  where  you  are  go¬ 
ing  to  weigh  it  and  ask  him  to  be  present. 
Have  the  weighmaster  make  affidavit  to  the 
weights. 

What  to  File  in  Making  Claim. 

”1.  Bill  for  difference  between  bill  of  lading 
weight  and  destination  weight,  covering  both 
ccal  and  freight. 

“2.  Original  bill  or  duplicate  invoice. 

“3.  Original  bill  of  lading. 

“4.  Original  or  duplicate  expense  bill. 

“This  should  show  destination  or  transit 
weights  if  weighed  by  the  railroad  company. 

“5.  Affidavit  of  weights  if  weighed  over  wagon 
scales. 

“If  you  follow  these  suggestions  you  need  not 
refuse  coal  and  thereby  cause  the  shipper  un¬ 
necessary  expense  and  allow  car  service  to  ac¬ 
cumulate. 

“The  Rights  of  the  Shipper:  When  a  ship¬ 
per  sells  coal  to  a  retailer  at  some  central  dis¬ 
tributing  point  and  when  such  coal  is  delivered 
(  to  the  railroad  company  at  such  point  the  ship- 
'  per’s  responsibility  ceases.  If  such  coal  is  too 
long  in  transit  or  if  it  is  in  a  wreck  and  the 
coal  damaged,  it  is  no  fault  of  the  shipper  and 
any  and  all  claims  should  be  made  by  the  retailer 
against  the  railroad  company. 

“When  cars  are  scarce  and  coal  hard  to  get  re¬ 
tailers  will  often  order  more  coal  than  their  re¬ 
quirements,  from  different  companies,  hoping  to 
get  quick  service  from  some  one  of  them,  and 
after  the  coal  is  shipped  if  weather  conditions 
are  against  them  or  coal  has  been  too  long  in 
transit,  or  the  price  has  declined,  will  ask  the 
shipper  to  divert  or  refuse  it  on  most  any  pre¬ 
text. 

“This  is  all  wrong.  If  a  retailer  enters  into 
a  contract  with  a  shipper  or  orders  coal  without 
specifying  when  it  shall  be  shipped  he  should  ful¬ 
fill  his  part  of  the  obligation  to  the  letter,  regard¬ 
less  of  subsequent  conditions. 

“The  Rights  of  the  Retailer:  A  retailer  buy¬ 
ing  a  certain  grade  of  coal  from  a  shipper  has 
a  right  to  demand  the  grade  he  purchases  and 
if  the  coal  is  not  up  to  the  grade  would  be  justi¬ 
fied  in  refusing  it,  but  before  doing  so  should  be 
verv  sure  of  his  position. 

“If  a  retailer  orders  coal  for  prompt  and  im¬ 
mediate  shipment  he  has  a  right  to  expect  rea¬ 
sonable  service.  If  the  coal  is  not  shipped  in 
a  reasonable  length  of  time  the  terms  of  the  order 
should  make  it  null  and  void,  and  if  a  shipper 
should  forward  coal  on  such  an  order  after  a 
considerable  lapse  of  time  without  first  taking 
it  up  with  the  retailer  it  should  be  on  his  own 
responsibility  and  he  should  take  his  chances  of 
its  being  accepted  or  rejected. 

“A  retailer  has  a  right  to  demand  of  the  ship¬ 
per  certificate  of  weights  of  his  coal  and  bill 
of  lading  from  points  where  the  coal  is  bought 
to  destination.  When  a  request  for  a  bill  of  lad- 
ing  is  made  from  shippers  of  all  rail  coal,  some 
of  them  are  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  a  bill  of 
lading  from  the  mines  to  some  central  distribut¬ 
ing  point.  This  is  not  sufficient  for  the  retailer 
to  establish  a  claim  against  a  railroad  company, 
as  it  throws  the'  responsibility  onto  the  retailer 
from  -the  time  the  coal  leaves  the  mine  until  it 
reaches  destination.  The  retailer  has  a  right  to 
demand  and  is  entitled  to  either  a  through  bill 
of  lading  from  the  mines  to  destination  or  a  bill 
of  lading  from  the  points  where  he  buys  coal  to 
destination. 

“If  a  car  of  coal  arrives  at  destination  and  there 
is  a  shortage  of  over  1,000  pounds  the  dealer 
should  ask  for  a  bill  of  lading  as  above  described 
and  if  the  shipper  cannot  or  will  not  furnish  such 
a  bill  of  lading  to  the  dealer  would  be  justified 
in  charging  such  a  shortage  up  to  the  shipper, 
but  if  a  proper  bill  of  lading  is  furnished  his 
claim  is  against  the  railroad  company.” 


An  Automobile  for  Coal  Delivery. 

The  C.  Reiss  Coal  Company  of  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  is  adopting  up-to-date  retail  methods  by 
using  an  automobile  for  coal  delivery.  The  machine  cost  $4,500.  While  this  is  rather  expensive, 
and  while  it  has  not  been  given  a  thorough  test,  it  is  promising.  The  machine  is  able  to  haul  six 
tons  of  coal  and  takes  hills  without  a  bit  of  hesitation,  even  when  carrying  its  maximum  load. 
Snow  is  no  barrier  to  its  progress. 
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Advertising  a  Retail  Coal  Business. 


Many  coal  dealers  advertise  in  their  local  pa¬ 
pers,  and  more  probably  would  do  so  were  they 
able  to  secure  intelligent  “copy”  for  their  adver¬ 
tisements  without  great  expense.  As  a  rule  the 
retail  coal  dealer  does  not  know,  or  knows  very 
little,  about  the  preparation  of  a  coal  selling  ad¬ 
vertisement.  He  has  been  too  busy  wrestling 
with  the  labor  problem,  the  car  shortage  or  some 
other  evil  that  all  retail  dealers  fall  heir  to  when 
they  enter  the  coal  business.  It  will  be  the  aim  of 
,the  writer  to  publish  in  this  department  sample 
ads  which  can  be  readily  utilized  by  almost  any 
coal  dealer.  Plates  will  be  furnished  at  cost  and 
by  the  exchange  of  experiences  of  the  other  coal 
dealers  we  hope  to  make  this  department  of  great 
value  to  the  trade. 

“Do  you  think  it  will  pay  me  to  advertise  in  my 
local  paper?”  writes  a  Dickson,  Ill.,  dealer.  This 
question  is  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  every  wide¬ 
awake  retailer  at  some  time  or  another  and  we 
must  confess  that  in  our  mind  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  doubt  but  what  it  would  pay  our  friend 
from  Dickson  and  any  other  coal  dealer  who  con¬ 
ducts  his  business  along  modern  lines.  It  is  true 


The  Cost  of  Coal 

should  be  considered  only  in  con¬ 
junction  with  quality.  There  are 
cheaper  grades  of  coal  than 
Acorn.  There  is  none  better 
but  many  inferior  grades  are  sel- 
lingat  thesameprice  as  Acorn. 

$5  Per  Ton.  Delivered 

Smith  Coal  Co. 


A  Good  Retail  Advertisement. 


that  some  dealers  have  advertised  and  now  have 
nothing  to  show  for  their  outlay  of  cold,  hard 
cash.  They  only  have  themselves  to  blame  for 
their  experience. 

The  coal  advertising  that  does  not  pay  is  the 
kind  that  has  not  been  given  a  chance  to  pay.  The 
average  coal  dealer  writes  his  advertisements 
with  a  blunt  pencil  upon  a  pad  of  paper  on  his 
knee  or  quickly  scribbles  off  his  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  and  the  wonderful  fact  that  he  sells  coal. 
Nothing  about  how  much  it  costs,  the  way  it  is 
delivered,  or  how  it  is  screened,  finds  its  way  into 
this  advertisement.  The  coal  dealer  pays  good 
money  for  advertising  space  in  the  local  papers. 
He  fills  the  expensive  space  with  the  careless 
thought  of  a  moment,  and  this  is  the  kind  of  a 
coal  dealer  who  exclaims  it  does  not  pay  to  ad¬ 
vertise.  If  this  sort  of  advertising  did  pay  it 
would  be  the  eighth  wonder  of  the  world. 

Every  retail  coal  dealer  who  advertises  in  the 
local  newspapers  should  write  occasional  reading 
notices  about  happenings  connected  with  his  busi¬ 
ness.  Send  them  to  the  publisher  of  the  paper 
and  ask  that  thev  be  printed.  In  nearly  every 
case  the  editor  will  be  pleased  to  accommodate 
you,  and  such  publicity  is  first-class  advertising. 


The  arrival  of  a  car  of  coal  can  be  worked  up 
into  an  interesting  item.  The  securing  of  new 
yard  equipment  would  also  be  an  excuse  for  quite 
an  extended  notice,  and  every  opportunity  should 
be  grasped  when  there  is  a  chance  to  get  your 
name  and  business  in  print.  It  is  the  most  valu- 


THINK  OF 

The  largest  fire  you  ever  saw.  Think 
of  the  warmest  fire  you  ever  felt. 
Think  of  the  quickest  fire  that  was 
ever  built  and  you’ll  think  of 

"Jenuine  Jellico”  Coal 

THINK — doesn’t  it  recall  all  these 
facts  and  many  more?  Think  of  17 
cents,  the  price  last  winter;  think  of 
14  cents,  the  price  to-day,  and  think 
how  long  this  price  will  remain. 
Think  of  any  quantity — we  can  supply 
it.  Think  of  Phone  288  and  don’t 
stop  thinking  until  you  stock  up  with 
the  best  fuel. 


Laurel-Jellico  Coal  Agency 

10th  and  Broadway 


Plain  Type  Advertiesment. 


able  and  yet  the  cheapest  advertising  a  coal  dealer 
can  get.  Do  not  expect  the  local  newspaper  to 
publish  items  of  this  kind  in  their  reading  col¬ 
umns  free  of  charge  if  you  do  not  carry  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  in  the  paper.  The  publisher  has  an 
expensive  office  to  maintain,  and  while  he  will 


think  of 

the  brightest  fire  you  ever  saw.  Think 
of  the  warmest  fire  you  ever  felt. 
Think  of  the  quickest  fire  that  was 
ever  built  and  you’ll  think  of 
“Jenuine  Jellico”  Coal. 

Think — doesn’t  it  recall  all  these 
facts  and  many  more?  Think  of  17 
cents,  the  price  last  winter — think  of 
14  cents,  the  price  today,  and  think 
how  long  this  price  will  remain.  Think 
of  any  quantity — we  can  supply  it. 
Think  of  phone  288,  and  don’t  stop 
thinking  until  you  stock  up  with 
The  Best  Fuel. 
LAUREL-JELLICO  COAL  AGENCY, 


The  Illustrated  Advertisement. 


gladly  grant  you  frequent  courtesies  in  the  shape 
of  free  reading  notices,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  his  good  will  before  these  free  items  can 
be  secured.  The  best,  and  in  fact  the  only  method 
to  find  your  way  under  the  heart  of  a  publisher 
is  through  the  advertising  section  of  his  paper. 
If  he  sees  you  are  willing  to  bear  your  portion  of 


the  expense  of  carrying  on  his  paper  he  will 
gladly  grant  you  any  courtesy  possible  in  the 
shape  of  news  items  relating  to  your  business. 
One  of  the  most  powerful  auxiliaries  to  news¬ 
paper  advertising  is  a  good  business  sign.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  retail  coal  dealers  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  spend  many  dollars  in  the  course  of  a  year 
in  advertising  but  fail  to  designate  their  place 
of  business  with  a  good  sign,  which  acts  as  a  final 
guide  to  customers  in  search  of  a  place  to  make 
their  coal  purchases.  This  neglect  is  more  preva¬ 
lent  in  the  smaller  towns  than  in  the  cities.  A 
dealer  will  contract  for  a  certain  amount  of  space 
in  his  local  newspaper  and  advertise  continuously 
for  months,  and  yet  a  stranger  who  undertakes 
to  look  him  up  will  have  a  hard  time  finding  him. 
A  fair  portion  of  any  dealer’s  trade  comes  from 
strangers.  Take  people  who  are  led  to  his  place 
of  business  by  reading  his  advertisement  and  it 
seems  a  little  strange  that  he  should  overlook  any 
means  that  would  help  the  transient  customer  to 
find  him  when  in  search  for  a  retail  coal  office. 

Another  item  of  expense  that  some  short¬ 
sighted  dealers  object  to  is  the  bill  for  plates, 


That’s  what  most  coal  is  for,  but  good  coal 
burns  slowly  and  throws  out  the  most  heat. 

You  don’t  want  coal  merely  to  burn.  You  want 
it  to  last  and  furnish  plenty  of  warmth. 

Burning  coal  often  means  burning  money — if 
you  don’t  get  the  economical  kind. 

OUR  CELEBRATED  ACORN  COAL 

is  the  best  soft  coal  mined,  and  considering  qual¬ 
ity  is  the  cheapest.  It  costs  $5  per  ton  delivered. 
Phone  100  for  a  trial  order. 

JONES  COAL  CO. 


An  “Ad”  That  Will  Draw. 


which  in  itself  is  a  comparatively  insignificant 
item.  An  attractive  cut,  costing  a  dollar  or  two, 
may  enhance  the  value  of  an  advertisement  three 
hundred  per  cent,  and  still  there  are  some  deal¬ 
ers  who  will  advertise  year  after  year  without 
using  cuts  simply  because  it  costs  a  little  money. 
To  illustrate  our  argument,  we  have  taken  the 
advertisement  of  the  Laurel  Jellico  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  showing  the  advertisement  as  it  appeared 
in  plain  type  without  a  cut.  We  have  taken  the 
same  copy,  using  the  same  space,  and  used  the 
same  matter,  but  instead  of  the  plain  type  adver¬ 
tisement  an  attractive  cut  has  been  utilized.  It 
should  not  take  any  great  amount  of  intelligence 
to  discover  which  advertisement  of  the  two  is  the 
most  attractive  or  which  of  the  two  would  be 
the  cheapest  for  the  Laurel  Jellico  Coal  Company. 
We  venture  to  say  that  three  times  as  many  read¬ 
ers  would  have  seen  this  ad  if  it  had  been  printed 
with  the  cut  instead  of  the  plain  type  arrange¬ 
ment.  If  you  are  spending  money  at  the  present 
time  for  space  in  the  newspapers,  be  sure  and 
use  cuts.  They  always  pay  if  they  are  prepared 
and  augmented  by  intelligent  “copy.” 
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Side  Talks  With  the  Retail  Dealer. 


When  he  made  his  annual  report  to  the 
Coal  Merchants’  Association  of  New  York, 
Commissioner  Rice  offered  one  little  sugges¬ 
tion.  He  said  that  long  hauls  of  coal  were 
altogether  useless,  and,  in  his  opinion,  the 
coal  dealers  should  make  some  arrangement 
to  help  each  other  out  so  as  to  reduce  the 
hauls  to  the  minimum.  He  suggested  the 
possibility  that  a  man  living  a  few  doors  from 
one  coal  dealer  would  place  an  order  with 
another  dealer  ten  or  twelve  squares  away. 
At  the  same  time  another  party  living  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  second  dealer  might  give 
his  order  to  the  first  dealer,  both  of  these 
dealers  consequently  making  long  hauls  where 
neither  was  absolutely  necessary,  providing  the 
different  members  of  the  trade  could  agree 
somehow  to  haul  each  other’s  coal. 

Commissioner  Rice,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  an 
estimable  gentleman.  He  has  a  very  high 
standing  in  New  York  in  the  coal  trade,  which 
ought  to  be  sufficient  warrant  for  the  belief 
that  he  is  all  right.  But  somehow  I  cannot 
get  away  from  the  idea  that  I  owe  him  a  per¬ 
sonal  grudge.  He  merely  touched  upon  this 
interesting  question  and  then  said  it  was  a 
matter  for  the  members  of  the  organization 
to  work  out  in  a  practical  way.  Being  some¬ 
what  of  an  impatient  disposition,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  wait  for  the  report  of  the  New 
York  Association  on  this  subject  and  have 
been  trying  to  work  out  a  plan  of  my  own. 

I  have  been  burning  the  midnight  oil  for 
the  last  two  weeks  and  have  destroyed  several 
reams  of  good  white  paper  trying  to  find  a 
solution,  each  night  giving  it  up  with  the 
statement:  “What’s  the  use?”  Even  after  I 
tumbled  into  bed  the  effort  to  work  out  some 
satisfactory  solution  has  kept  me  awake,  with 
the  result  that  when  I  turned  up  at  the  office 
the  next  day  the  general  manager  would  look 
suspiciously  at  the  clock  and  mentally  regret 
that  he  had  not  given  me  an  alarm  clock 
as  a  Christmas  present.  The  subject  by  this 
time  has  got  on  my  nerves.  With  an  effort 
to  find  some  solution  I  am  going  to  outline 
my  own  mental  processes,  to  a  limited  extent, 
and  turn  the  problem  over  to  the  coal  mer¬ 
chants  of  the  larger  cities  where  this  same 
question  is  bothersome.  If  the  merchants  of 
such  cities  as  New  York,  Chicago,  Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland  and  Cincinnati  can  solve  this  prob¬ 
lem  they  can  do  better  than'I  can. 

How  the  Plan  Works. 

Taking  the  first  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rice:  sup¬ 
pose  that  dealers  A.  and  B.  have  yards  two 
miles  apart.  Three  doors  away  from  A.  lives 
a  man  who  does  not  like  A.’s  methods  or 
grade  of  coal.  He  calls  B.  up  on  the  tele¬ 
phone  and  orders  his  coal  from  B.,  conform¬ 
ing  largely  to  the  theory  that  distance  lends 
enchantment.  One  of  B.’s  neighbors,  on  the 
same  day,  determines  that  he  does  not  care 
very  much  for  B.’s  methods  of  doing  business 
or  for  his  coal,  and  so  calls  A.  up  on  the 
telephone  and  orders  a  wagonload  of  coal. 
Both  A.  and  B.  on  this  particular  day  are  going 
to  have  to  make  a  round  trip  with  a  heavy 
wagon  and  team  of  horses  covering  a  distance 
of  four  miles  to  deliver  identically  the  same 
grade  of  coal  for  exactly  the  same  price,  the 
only  difference  being  the  personal  equation 
and  the  loss  in  the  extra  work  done  by  the 
teams.  Of  course  if  A.  and  B.  understood 
each  other  it  would  seem  a  simple  thing  for  A. 
to  telephone  B.  to  deliver  the  coal  next  door 
and  B.  to  respond  by  telling  A.  to  deliver  the 
coal  to  his  next  door  neighbor. 

That  seems  very  simple  and  I  was  just 
about  to  recommend  it  as  feasible  when  it 
occurred  to  me  that  this  would  show  A.  who 
B.’s  customers  were  and  B.  who  A.’s  cus¬ 
tomers  were.  Moreover,  if  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  A.  and  B.  were  not  always  cordial,  and 
providing  either  A.  or  B.  did  not  happen  to 
be  exactly  honest  the  one  might  deliver  an 


inferior  grade  of  coal  on  the  other’s  account 
and  use  this  as  a  means  of  getting  the  other’s 
customers  away  from  him. 

It  next  occurred  to  me  that  if  A.  and  B. 
could  both  place  their  teams  in  a  kind  of 
pool,  as  it  were,  it  would  be  a  very  handy  thing 
for  the  two  of  them  and  possibly  solve  the 
problem.  But  the  minute  the  two  got  into  a 
pool  they  would  each  begin  to  rely  upon  the 
other  to  furnish  the  teams  and  if  both  were 
equally  obstinate  it  would  be  only  a  short 
time  until  there  were  not  enough  teams  to  go 
around  and  that  would  present  another  com¬ 
plication  almost  out  of  the  question. 

Loading  Both  Ways. 

About  that  time  I  began  to  get  desperate 
over  the  proposition  and  wondered  if  there  was 
anyway  by  which  the  idea  of  Mr.  Rice  could 
be  worked  out.  It  happened  to  occur  to  me 
that  with  the  railroads  the  great  effort  is  to 
get  loads  in  both  directions.  I  began  to  figure 
whether  the  coal  dealers  could  not  arrange 
to  use  their  general  equipment  in  such  a  way 
that  wagons  could  be  loaded  in  both  direc¬ 
tions.  For  instance,  suppose  A.  and  B.  were 
located  ten  squares  apart.  A.  had  an  order  to 
deliver  a  wagonload  of  coal  six  squares  away 
from  his  yard.  B.  on  the  same  day  had  an 
order  to  deliver  a  load  of  coal  six  or  seven 
squares  away  from  his  yard.  It  occurred  to 
me  that  maybe  A.  could  deliver  his  load  of 
coal  six  squares  away  and  then,  being  one 
square  over  the  half-way-line,  could  go  in  to 
B.’s  yard  and  get  another  load  of  coal  and 
deliver  it  back  seven  squares  toward  home. 
Then  he  could  unload  the  coal  and  let  the 
wagon  go  into  the  yard  empty. 

For  a  while  this  seemed  to  have  about  it  a 
genuine  suggestion  of  human  intelligence.  But 
just  about  that  time  the  electric  light  went 
out  and  before  I  could  get  the  gas  lighted 
and  start  back  to  working  it  out  a  little  prob¬ 
lem  in  arithmetic  showed  me  that  A.’s  team  had 
in  reality  traveled  within  a  square  of  the  same 
distance  with  an  empty  wagon  as  if,  after 
delivering  the  first  load,  it  had  turned  around 
and  gone  back  to  A.’s  yard  for  another  load 
of  coal.  Finding  employment  for  this  team 
in  this  kind  of  way  did  not  seem  to  be  such  a 
very  good  thing  after  all. 

It  was  getting  on  toward  midnight  when  I 
had  convinced  myself  that  I  could  not  solve  it, 
so  I  turned  out  the  light  and  asked  myself 
“How  old  is  Anne?”  and  went  to  bed,  think¬ 
ing  that  the  Anne  problem  was  just  about  as 
sane  after  all  as  the  Rice  proposition  which  I 
was  trying  to  work.  The  next  morning  and 
the  morning  after  that  I  was  still  turning  this 
question  over,  trying  to  find  some  solution 
that  would  at  least  hold  water  for  a  half 
hour  in  a  rather  serious  discussion  of  practical 
possibilities. 

There  were  always  two  things  which  I  had 
to  t.ake  into  consideration.  One  was  to  reduce 
the  hauls  absolutely  to 'the  minimum  as  far  as 
distance  was  concerned,  and  second  to  keep 
the  wagons  loaded  as  much  as  possible. 

The  guardians  of  public  liberty  who  nowa¬ 
days  are  sitting  on  almost  every  fence  post 
and  those  great  guardians  of  public  policy, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  press  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  prosecuting  attorneys’  companies — 
especially  where  the  prosecuting  attorney  has 
political  aspirations — would  not  take  very 
kindly  to  any  suggestion  which  would  entail 
the  consolidation  of  retail  coal  yards  or  any 
movement  in  fact  which  would  contemplate  the 
slightest  restriction  in  trade.  In  order  to  give 
the  politicians  a  holiday  and  not  to  bother 
them  with  any  necessity  for  further  investiga¬ 
tion  of  business  matters,  T  am  going  to  confine 
my  feeble  suggestions  to  such  lines  of  action 
as  will  get  entirely  within  the  limits  of  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  law. 


In  the  last  few  weeks  the  United  States  has 
been  painfully  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  banks 
have  a  clearing  house.  This  is  considered  a 
very  much  simplified  way  of  doing  business. 
It  occurred  to  me  as  possible  that  if  the  coal 
companies  could  figure  out  a  clearing  house 
idea  for  their  equipment  it  would  help  very 
much  to  straighten  out  this  tangle  in  the  coal 
yards.  So  many  clearing  house  ideas  con¬ 
flicted  that  I  was  at  last  forced  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  about  the  only  way  the  retailers 
could  get  any  satisfaction  out  of  even  such  a 
method  would  be  to  form  one  central  team¬ 
ing  company.  Of  course  this  concern  would 
have  to  do  the  hauling  for  all  the  others.  In 
a  town  like  Chicago  a  coal  dealer  would  of 
necessity  go  out  of  the  teaming  business, 
simply  owning  the  equipment  with  which  to 
handle  the  coal  in  his  yard  and  own  the  yard 
itself,  employ  what  help  he  needed  for  solicit¬ 
ing  and  making  out  delivery  slips  or  keeping 
the  books.  But  when  it  came  to  the  point  of 
owning  a  stable,  maintaining  wagons  and  all 
that  sort  of  business  he  would  be  relieved 
completely  of  this  burden. 

i 

General  Teaming  Company. 

Of  course  this  would  entail  a  good  deal  of 
readjustment  of  existing  plans.  For  instance 
such  a  general  teaming  company  should  have 
a  team  track  yard  centrally  located  as  regards 
the  yards  of  each  individual  dealer.  It  could 
not  be  supposed  to  carry  in  this  yard  any  large 
amount  of  coal  or  any  very  great  variety  of 
coal.  But  it  could  carry  on  hand  a  certain 
amount  of  the  standard  grades  of  domestic 
coal  dealt  in  in  each  particular  city.  When' 
the  teams  started  out  in  the  morning  they 
could  make  their  first  trip  carrying  a  load 
of  standard  coal  which  was  ordered  moved  by 
some  individual  dealer.  This  coal  would  be 
delivered  in  the  direction  of  some  yard  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  member  of  this  association  or  team¬ 
ing  company  and  on  the  return  trip  could 
haul  a  load  from  this  individual  company  back 
toward  the  stable. 

On  the  outgoing  trip  it  would  handle  a 
strictly  standard  coal  and  on  the  return  trip 
it  might  handle  anything  from  a  low  grade 
coal  to  some  depreciated  sizes  or  in  fact  en¬ 
gage  in  any  line  of  haulage  which  any  member 
of  the  association  might  choose  to  have  done. 

At  this  point  I  began  to  be  confronted  by 
the  difficulty  of  making  settlements.  And  here 
is  where  the  bad  part  of  the  whole  scheme 
comes  in.  Such  a  teaming  company  would  have 
to  be  governed  by  a  board  of  directors.  This 
board  of  directors  would  have  to  assess  the 
members  of  that  association  for  their  percentage 
of  the  cost  of  maintaining  these  teams,  this  as¬ 
sessment  to  be  based  upon  the  amount  of  busi¬ 
ness  carried  for  each  individual  company.  Thus 
the  board  of  directors,  which  would  make  a  re¬ 
port  to  the  stockholders,  would  be  compelled  to 
tell  each  man  in  the  trade  exactly  what  every 
other  man  was  doing  in  the  way  of  business. 
When  it  comes  down  to  settling  for  the  standard 
grades  of  coal,  moved  out  from  this  central  sta¬ 
tion,  the  settlement  would  be  made  in  exactly 
the  same  way  and,  consequently,  what  was  one 
man’s  business  would  be  very  largely  every  other 
man’s  business. 

If  this  plan  were  properly  carried  out  it  would 
have  the  virtue  of  being  weather  proof  as  far  as 
legality  is  concerned,  but  if  any  one  can  show 
me'  how  it  can  be  put  in  operation  without 
arousing  the  jealousies,  bickering,  heartaches  and 
trade  wars  I  shall  express  unlimited  gratitude 
and  print  his  reply  in  full  with  his  picture.  Again 
giving  my  respects  to  Commissioner  Rice  for  his 
ability  to  ask  a  question  that  would  puzzle  a 
Philadelphia  lawyer,  and  again  acknowledging 
my  own  inability  to  get  within  gun  shot  of  the 
solution  of  this  problem,  I  am  forced,  gentlemen 
of  the  coal  trade,  to  wind  the  alarm  clock,  turn 
out  the  light,  and  go  to  bed. 

Gladstone  Wise. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Unseasonable  Weather  Makes  Anthracite 
Market  Dull — Bituminous  Situa¬ 
tion  Still  Unchanged. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Ne\y  York,  January  23. 

From  the  standpoint  of  new  orders  the  anthra¬ 
cite  market  is  very  dull.  The  weather  has  been 
unfavorable,  and,  as  consumers  are  not  buying, 
retailers  are  not  in  evidence  as  buyers.  Were  it 
not  for  the  orders  that  the  companies  have  been 
carrying  on  the  books,  which  they  are  now  filling, 
the  situation  would  indeed  look  gloomy,  but,  for¬ 
tunately,  most  of  the  companies  have  plenty  of 
business  on  their  books  to  take  them  through  the 
month,  and  a  change  of  weather  will  make  busi¬ 
ness  again  active  so  far  as  new  business  is  con¬ 
cerned. 

A  canvass  of  the  retail  trade*discloses  that  many 
of  the  retailers  are  not  doing  much  in  the  way  of 
sending  out  coal.  They  are  waiting  for  some  cold 
weather.  While  there  are  many  retailers  who  are 
not  too  well  stocked,  they  fear  to  buy  too  heavily 
until  severe  weather  makes  it  necessary.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  some  dealers  who  have  their 
bins  and  pockets  pretty  well  filled.  Until  the 
weather  necessitates  heavy  buying  on  the  part  of 
the  consumers,  these  dealers  will  not  be  heard 
from  in  the  wholesale  market. 

While  the  demand  for  coal  is  somewhat  re¬ 
stricted  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  weather,  the 
companies  have  been  operating  on  pretty  full  time. 
On  Tuesday  it  was  announced  that  the  Reading 
would  close  down  all  its  collieries  for  two  days 
this  week.  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  Reading’s  action  will  be  followed  by  all 
of  the  other  companies.  This  two-day-a-week 
shutdown  will  not  be  kept  up  if  the  weather  con¬ 
ditions  change  soon. 

Trade  throughout  New  England  is  quiet.  Some 
business  is  being  done  all  the  time,  but  most  of  the 
coal  moving  is  on  contracts.  During  the  last  week 
peq  and  chestnut  have  been  more  plentiful  for  this 
trade,  and  some  of  the  points  which  have  here¬ 
tofore  been  short  on  these  sizes  are  now  being  ap¬ 
peased.  All-rail  trade  to  New  England  points  is 
only  fair.  Line  trade  in  other  sections  has  eased 
off  some,  so  that  pea  and  some  of  the  other  popu¬ 
lar  sizes  are  coming  to  tidewater  points  in  larger 
volume. 

The  demand  for  pea  continues  good,  with  both 
stove  and  chestnut  active,  though  not  in  as  great 
demand  as  recently.  Buckwheat  is  more  plenti¬ 
ful,  and  the  demand  for  these  sizes  does  not 
seem  to  show  much  increase,  owing  to  the  reces¬ 
sion  in  manufacturing  and  the  mild  weather.  Ex¬ 
cept  in  a  few  instances  the  circular  prices,  on 
these  sizes,  are  being  maintained. 

A  late  report  is  to  the  effect  that  some  of  the 
individual  anthracite  operators  have  divided 
views  on  the  question  of  reducing  prices  of  coal 
50  cents  a  ton  on  April  1,  as  is  usually  done  each 
spring.  Some  of  these  operators  contend  that 
there  should  be  no  reduction,  and  that  when  the 
time  comes  to  take  action  on  this  matter  it  is 
believed  that  it  will  be  found  that  sentiment 
against  the  reduction  has  grown  since  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  decided  last  season.  Some  dealers,  in 
upper  New  York  state  and  some  sections  of  New 
England,  protest  against  putting  the  reduced 
price  in  effect  before  May  1  each  year,  these 
dealers  contending  that  the  winter  season  now 
lasts  until  late  in  April  or  the  middle  of  May, 
and  that  they  are  forced  to  sell  to  consumers  dur¬ 
ing  these  two  months  at  the  reduced  price  a  lot 
of  coal  which  they  buy  when  the  full  circular 
price  is  in  effect. 

In  the  matter  of  collections,  some  of  the  com¬ 
panies  report  that  their  customers  are  keeping 
closely  paid  up,  while  some  of  the  middlemen 
say  that  many  dealers  and  buyers  are  slow.  For¬ 
tunately  the  trade  throughout  the  winter  has 
been  free  from  failures,  and  only  seasonable 
weather  is  needed  from  now  on  to  enable  them 
to  round  up  the  season  in  good  shape. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

With  the  exception  of  some  few  inquiries  from 
certain  sections,  the  bituminous  situation  can¬ 


not  be  said  to  have  changed  from  last  week.  We 
still  have  more  coal  coming  to  tide  than  there 
is  a  demand  for,  and  no  new  business  is  devel¬ 
oping.  From  the  point  of  new  orders,  business 
is  flat,  and  only  those  concerns  with  contracts 
are  doing  any  business  of  note.  Entirely  too 
much  coal  has  been  produced,  and  the  one  hope  of 
curtailment  is  the  fact  that  most  of  the  roads 
have  placed  general  embargoes  which  will  stop 
shipments  to  many  of  the  tidewater  ports.  If 
these  embargoes  are  strictly  enforced,  much  of 
the  existing  congestion  will  be  cleared  up. 

While  we  hear  of  curtailment  on  every  hand, 
it  has  not  been  so  general  as  was  needed,  or  the 
ports  and  sidetracks  of  the  railroads  would  not 
now  be  congested  with  coal.  One  hears  every 
day  of  demurrage  coal  being  almost  given  away 
to  move  it,  and  this  has  led  many  consumers  with 
contracts  to  consider  buying  spot  coal  for  their 
needs  instead  of  paying  for  coal  at  their  contract 
price.  Fortunately  the  number  of  consumers  who 
have  violated  their  contracts  to  take  advantage  of 
the  cheap  spot  coal  offering  have  been  few.  We 
hear  of  some  sales  of  coal  at  such  low  figures 
that  only  the  freight  and  demurrage  charges  were 
met.  Some  sales  of  Pennsylvania  coals  have  been 
made  in  New  York  harbor  at  $2.10,  and  consid¬ 
erable  coal  is  being  offered  from  this  figure  up 
to  $2.35.  Good  grades  of  steam  coal  can  be 
bought  from  $2.40  to  $2.60. 

The  lower  ports  are  full  of  coal,  and  very  lit¬ 
tle  of  these  coals  are  now  moving  east  by  tide 
except  upon  contracts.  Off  shore  business  is 
quiet,  and  loading  for  navy  needs  is  about  over. 
It  is  not  believed  that  there  will  be  much  more 
government  coal  loaded  before  March. 

Last  week  there  was  a  meeting  of  some  of. the 
operators  in  the  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
fields  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  restricting 
production.  This  conference  was  held  ip  New 
York,  and  it  is  said  that  a  general  agreement  was 
reached  to  curtail  production  sixty  per  cent  until 
normal  relations  between  supply  and  demand  are 
restored.  The  railroads  doing  business  in  these 
fields,  it  is  said,  will  co-operate  with  the  oper¬ 
ators  by  restricting  the  number  of  cars  furnished, 
so  that  operators  will  be  powerless  to  produce 
more  than  forty  per  cent  of  their  normal  tonnage* 
were  they  inclined  to  ignore  the  agreement.  It 
was  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  those  attend¬ 
ing  the  conference  that  unless  there  was  a  heavy 
restriction  the  market  would  soon  reach  an  un¬ 
manageable  condition.  Operators  in  George’s 
Creek  coals  have  already  largely  restricted  their 
production,  so  that  practically  none  of  this  coal 
is  coming  to  market  except  upon  contracts. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  very  quiet.  Shippers 
are  finding  it  hard  to  dispose  of  individual  cargoes 
except  at  a  great  sacrifice.  Consumers  are  tak¬ 
ing  some  coal  on  contracts,  excepting  in  some  in¬ 
stances  where  demurrage  coal  is  being  offered  at 
attractive  figures. 

Along  the  sound  there  is  a  little  better  feeling, 
and  there  is  more  inquiry  than  in  weeks.  Many 
of  the  ports,  however,  are  still  full  of  demurrage 
coal,  though  the  congestion  is  not  as  great  as 
last  week. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  flat.  Demurrage 
coal  is  being  offered  from  $2.10  up,  and  choice 
grades  of  steam  coal  can  be  bought  from  $2.40  to 
$2.60.  Harbor  boats  are  plentiful,  and  lower  rates 
are  being  accepted. 

All  rail  trade  is  quiet.  Cars  are  plentiful,  but 
coal  is  very  slow  in  coming  to  tide.  Shipments 
are  two  and  three  weeks  in  transit,  and  often 
shippers  have  boats  in  waiting  for  cargoes  which 
cannot  be  completed  owing  to  .  the  fact  that  cars 
needed  are  being  held  out  on  the  line  of  road. 

The  vessel  market  is  very  quiet,  and  many  own¬ 
ers  are  tieing  up  their  boats  for  want  of  business. 
From  the  Roads  to  Boston  boats  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  as  low  as  60  cents,  while  the  prevailing  rate 
from  Philadelphia  is  from  65  to  70  cents,  the  rate 
from  Baltimore  being  from  65  to  75  cents.  To 
sound  ports  like  reductions  prevail.  From  New 
York  to  Boston,  around  the  cape,  70  to  80  cents 
is  the  rate. 


Suit  has  been  filed  in  the  federal  court  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  asking  that  the  Chesley  Coal 
Company  of  Madisonville  be  adjudged  a  bank¬ 
rupt.  The  suit  is  brought  by  the  Carter  Dry 
Goods  Company,  the  Lewis  Seitz  Grocery 
Company  and  J.  H.  Lindenberger. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Local  Buying  is  Light  but  the  Movement 
by  the  Water  Route  Is  Quite 
Brisk. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  week  has  seen  no  improve¬ 
ment  in  market  conditions.  With  bituminous 
coal  affairs  could  not  be  much  worse  than  they 
are  now,  and  the  anthracite  trade  could  be  much 
more  satisfactory  in  many  details. 

In  relation  to  anthracite  there  have  been  some 
interesting  happenings.  The  mildnessj  of  the 
winter  has  caused  a  great  drop  off  in  the  ex¬ 
pected  demand  and  some  big  stocks  have  not 
diminished,  as  was  hoped  for.  Then  the  high 
prices  for  larger  sizes,  namely  $7.25,  has  caused 
an  unusual  demand  for  pea  coal  at  $4.75  to  the 
detriment  of  the  better  grades.  So  as  to  protect 
the  larger  sizes  the  trade  has  just  advanced  the 
price  of  pea  coal  from  $4.75  to  $5.50.  It  is  hoped 
this  will  drive  the  demand  back  to  its  former  bal¬ 
ance. 

The  large  and  small  bituminous  handlers  are 
all  telling  the  same  hard  luck  story.  While  some 
of  the  big  companies  are  moving  great  quantities 
of  coal  coastwise  and  for  foreign  account  many 
have  been  caught  with  big  holdings  at  tide  with 
no  disposal  market.  With  some  it  has  been  a 
case  of  almost  giving  coal  away.  Already,  under 
heavy  demurrage  charges,  one  dealer  is  reported 
to  have  offered  coal  at  seventy  cents  in  five  car 
lots  or  over. 

There  has  been  much  activity,  however,  about 
the  piers  on  loadings  on  some  big  contracts. 
For  instance,  the  Consolidation  Coal  Company 
interests  last  week  handled  some  45,000  tons, 
foreign  and  coastwise.  Of  this  9,000  went  to 
Cuba  and  Mexico,  illustrating  the  continued 
activity  of  this  branch  of  the  trade. 

All  coal  men  are  hoping  for  better  things  in 
the  near  future.  They  say  that  real  hard  weather 
during  February  and  early  March  would  do  much 
to  improve  things.  Unless  there  is  such  an  early 
improvement  the  trade  will  begin  the  spring  un¬ 
der  adverse  circumstances. 


News  and  Personals. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Company  directors  have 
declared  a  dividend  of  2  per  cent. 

The  directors  of  the  Consolidation  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  have  declared  a  regular  quarterly  dividend 
of  V/2  per  cent,  and  an  extra  dividend  of  2  per 
cent. 

It  has  been  decided  that,  hereafter,  no  flame 
powder  will  be  used  in  the  Monogah  mines  of  the 
Fairmont  Company,  where  300  men  recently  lost 
their  lives. 

B.  M.  Watts,  well  known  in  the  anthracite  trade 
as  well  as  in  politics,  and  who  was  for  a  long  time 
president  of  the  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association, 
is  an  aspirant  for  the  position  of  Liquor  License 
Commissioner  for  Baltimore.  The  appointment  is 
to  be  made  bv  Governor  Crothers. 

The  Merchants’  Coal  Company  of  this  city  has 
won  the  opening  inning  of  the  independent  coal 
interests’  contest  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road.  The  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  has 
decided  that  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion  may  proceed  with  an  investigation  in  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  coal  cars,  alleged  to  be  in  favor  of 
the  Consolidation,  Fairmont  and  Somerset  Coal 
companies.  This  reverses  the  opinion  of  Judge 
Morris  in  the  LTnited  States  District  Court  here, 
who  restrained  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion  from  action. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the 
road  for  the  week  ending  January  18  and  pre¬ 
viously  during  the  year : 


Corresponding  week  in 

Broad 

Top 

1907.  .20,244 

Cumber¬ 

land 

23,029 

43,273 

Week  January  18,  1908. 

. 16,893 

7,339 

24,232 

Total  for  the  year  1908. 

. 37,078 

17,123 

54,201 

Corresponding  period  in 

1907.51,758 

57,490 

109,249 

Total  for  week . 

24,232 

Decrease  for  week . 

19,040 

Total  amount  shipped  to 

date . 

54,201 

Decrease  to  date . 

55,047 
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Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Both  the  anthracite  and  bitumi¬ 
nous  operators  report  no  decided  change  in  the 
coal  situation  within  the  week.  The  weather  is 
still  too  variable  to  be  a  certain  factor  in  the 
market,  though  a  few  days  of  colder  weather 
has  benefited  the  anthracite  trade.  Business 
has  been  stimulated  somewhat  and  there  has 
been  an  increased  number  of  orders,  especially 
from  sections  where  the  retail  trade  is  strong. 

There  is  a  good  supply  of  anthracite  in  this 
region,  and  shipments,  east  and  west,  have  been 
well  sustained.  The  local  trade,  however,  is  not 
so  active  at  present  as  it  was  during  the  corre¬ 
sponding  period  of  last  year.  This  is  said  to  be 
due  almost  entirely  to  the  phenomenally  mild 
weather  which  has,  so  far,  characterized  the  win¬ 
ter  months.  Up  to  now  there  has  not  been  a 
time  when  the  mercury  has  reached  the  zero 
mark.  The  lake  is  still  open,  and  there  has  been 
nothing  to  prevent  a  continuance  of  navigation 
to  this  time,  except  the  will  of  the  vessel  men. 

Dealers  are  sanguine  that,  if  a  severe  cold  spell 
were  to  come,  they  would  be  able  to  cope  with 
the  increase  of  orders,  which  would  be  sure  to 
result,  as  there  is  a  large  amount  of  coal  in  store 
in  the  local  yards,  which  has  been  accumulating 
during  the  last  few  weeks.  The  demand  for  pea 
and  chestnut  continues  unabated  and  is  somewhat 
in  excess  of  the  supply,  while  dealers  are  able  to 
meet  the  demand  for  the  larger  sizes  without 
any  inconvenience  whatever.  No  trouble  is  ex¬ 
perienced  in  getting  all  the  cars  shippers  require, 
though  it  was  expected  the  curtailing  of  the  work¬ 
ing  forces  of  the  roads  would  result  in  some  de¬ 
lay  in  procuring  rolling  stock  when  wanted. 

The  influence  of  the  industrial  stagnation  is 
still  noticeable,  but  considerable  optimism  is 
shown  by  the  operators,  who  assume  to  believe 
that  spring  will  see  the  manufacturing  industries 
in  working  shape  once  more.  The  local  retail 
trade  continues  active. 

Bituminous  Conditions. 

It  is  the  same  old  story  that  the  bituminous 
dealers  and  operators  have  to  tell.  The  market 
is  extremely  dull;  very  few  orders  are  being  re¬ 
ceived,  and  prospects  for  an  improvement  in  the 
immediate  future  are  extremely  uncertain.  Nu¬ 
merous  manufacturing  plants  that  closed  down 
when  the  slump  in  the  financial  market  came  ha've 
resumed  operations  within  the  last  few  weeks, 
but  many  of  them  had  a  good  supply  of  coal  on 
hand  when  the  slack  time  came  and  have  not  yet 
found  it  necessary  to  put  in  new  orders. 

Many  of  the  mines  are  not  working  on  full 
time ;  in  fact  many  of  them  are  not  in  operation 
more  than  two  or  three  days  a  week.  This,  oper¬ 
ators  claim,  is  due  to  a  scarcity  of  money  and 
the  consequent  inability  of  consumers  to  pur¬ 
chase.  On  the  other  hand  the  operators  are  look¬ 
ing  for  prompt  payments,  not  caring  to  open 
what  are  likely  to  be  long-standing  accounts,  just 
now.  At  the  same  time  the  hard  times  have 
served  as  a  great  restraining  force,  so  far  as  the 
small  independent  speculators  are  concerned,  and 
this  has  been  to  the  partial  advantage  of  the  big 
dealers. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  dullness  of  the 
market,  dealers  agree  that  the  trend  is  toward 
general  improvement,  and,  that  while  prospects 
for  the  future  are  somewhat  uncertain,  a  favor¬ 
able  change  is  bound  to  come  within  the  next 
few  weeks. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  H.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

Conditions  have  changed  but  little  since  our 
report  of  a  week  ago,  and  there  is  a  limited  de¬ 
mand  for  steamers  for  export *coal.  Among  the 
recent  fixtures  are  the  following:  Steamer  Talis¬ 
man,  1.178  tons  register,  Baltimore  to  Cardenas, 
coal  at  $1.90;  steamer  Norman,  1,194  tons  regis¬ 
ter,  Baltimore  to  Havana,  coal,  reported  at  $1.35 ; 
steamer  Thelma,  846  tons  register  (previously), 
Baltimore  to  Kingston,  coal,  p.  t. ;  steamer  Munin, 
778  tons  register.  Newport  News  to  Matanzas, 
coal  at  $1.30-$1.35,  discharged  free,  and  steamer 
Rosebank,  2,470  tons  register,  Virginia  to  St. 
Thomas,  coal,  p.  t. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.30  to  $1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas, 


$1.80  to  $1.90  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua,  $1.50  to 
$1.55  to  Cienfuegos,  $1.60  to  1.65  to  Daiquiri, 
$1.65  to  $1.70  to  Santiago.  $1.55  to  $1.60  to  Colon, 
$1.80  to  $1.90  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.85 
to  $1.90  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.60  to  $1.65  to  St. 
Thomas,  $1.80  to  $1.90  to  Barbados,  $1.60  to 

$1.70  to  Kingston,  $1.20  to  $1.25  and  p.  c.  to 
Curacoa,  $2.40  to  $2.50  to  Demerara,  $1.75  to 

$1.80  to  Bermuda,  $1.50  to  Vera  Cruz,  $1.50  to 

Tampico  ($2.35  on  coke  to  Tampico),  11s  6d  to 

Buenos  Ayres,  13s  6d  to  14s  to  Rosario,  13s  6d 
to  14s  to  Rio,  14s  6d  to  15s  6d  to  Santos,  10s  6d 
to  11s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not 
east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded ; 
$4.25  to  $4.50  and  discharged  to  Manilla ;  $4.50 
to  $4.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  January  23 .—(Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  mild  weather  has  made  the 
anthracite  business  dull.  Retailers  are  putting 
out  but  little  coal,  and  this  makes  the  wholesale 
business  stagnant.  Dealers  are  not  so  heavily 
stocked  as  they  have  been  at  this  season 
former  years,  and  when  the  winter  sets  in  in 
earnest  they  will  soon  have  to  do  considerable 
buying  to  replenish  their  stocks.  Some  coal 
is  coming  forward  by  tide,  but  the  volume  is  not 
as  heavy  as  usual.  That  boats  are  very  plentiful 
and  rates  almost  anything  you  want  to  make  them 
is  indicative  of  the  dullness  in  the  coal  trade. 

The  demand  for  soft  coal  has  shown  no  im¬ 
provement  in  the  past  week.  New  business  is 
not  to  be  found.  Even  contract  buyers  of  coal 
are  asking  that  shipments  be  deferred  or  shut  off 
altogether,  so  that  the  situation  is  just  as  serious 
as  it  has  been  at  any  time  since  the  panic  started. 
The  open  winter,  added  to  the  suspension  of 
manufacturing,  has  played  havoc  with  the  New 
England  coal  trade.  Many  mills  and  plants 
which  use  both  water  and  coal  for  power,  owing 
to  the  mild  weather,  have  been  enabled  to  run 
right  along  with  water,  which  has  curtailed  the 
use  of  soft  coal  considerably,  some  figuring  that 
this  condition  alone  makes  a  difference  of  700,000 
tons  in  the  consumption  of  soft  coal  throughout 
New  England. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  cargoes  of  demurrage  coal 
at  many  ports,  one  hears  of  some  very  low 
prices  being  paid  for  coal,  cargoes  frequently  sell¬ 
ing  for  barely  more  than  freight  charges.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  a  very  hard  matter  to  quote 
the  market.  For  the  standard  West  Virginia  and 
Georges  Creek  coals,  the  contract  price  is  well 
maintained,  the  only  exceptions  being  when  car¬ 
goes  come  forward  on  contract  and  are  not  taken 
in  their  entirety.  In  this  way,  an  occasional  sale 
is  made  of  a  portion  of  a  cargo  at  a  lower  price 
than  the  contract  calls  for.  Most  grades  of 
Pennsylvania  coals  sell  at  a  range  of  $2.30  to  $2.50 
at  Philadelphia,  to  which  the  water  freight  is 
to  be  added. 

Coastwise  vessels  are  plentiful,  and  the  tone 
of  the  market  is  weak.  From  the  Roads  to 
Boston  rates  are  frequently  made  as  low  as  60 
cents,  while  the  prevailing  rate  is  not  more  than 
65  cents.  The  same  rate  prevails  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  while  the  rate  from  Baltimore  is  10 
cents  higher. 

J.  H.  Hustis,  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany,  announces  that  his  road  will 
retrench  in  every  way  possible.  He  said  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  falling  off  in  freight  traffic :  “We 
are  handling  thirty  per  cent  less  freight  than  a 
month  ago.  We  have  1,200  cars  in  storage  and 
the  New  York  Central  has  thousands  more.  We 
are  going  to  cut  out  every  possible  item  of  ex¬ 
pense  along  our  lines.-’ 


It  is  rumored  that  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Company  intends  purchasing  the  Stevens  work¬ 
ings  near  Pittston.  It  is  said  that  the  officials 
have  inspected  the  Stevens  workings,  and  that 
in  case  they  buy  them,  that  they  can  mine  the 
coal  produced  to  good  advantage  in  connection 
with  the  Exeter  colliery,  which  is  lower  down  the 
valley.  The  Valley  company  is  about  to  crib 
their  Heidelburg  colliery  at  Dupont,  which  will 
be  quite  a  tedious  task.  The  other  collieries  of 
the  company  have  been  cribbed  with  concrete,  but 
it  is  believed  that  woodwork  will  answer  the  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  Heidelburg. 


New  President  Named. 


George  W.  Theiss  Becomes  Executive 
Head  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Cons.  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  January  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  George  W.  Theiss  was  chosen  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  succeeding  Francis  L. 
Robbins. 

This  promotion  is  deserved,  as  he,  more  than 
any  other,  has  been  responsible  for  the  growth 
and  organization  of  this  company.  The  future 
of  Mr.  Robbins  is  told  in  rumor  only,  it  being 
declared  he  will  head  a  new  organization. 

Mr.  Theiss  entered  the  coal  business  in  1885. 
Prior  to  that  time  he  spent  several  years  in  mer¬ 
cantile  establishments  and  gained  a  most  valuable 
insight  in  financial  and  other  conditions  and 
methods,  which,  coupled  with  the  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  ability  of  the  man,  has  since  resulted  in  his 
being  a  force  of  most  marked  importance.  Tn 
the  year  mentioned  Mr.  Theiss  became  associated 
with  the  well-known  river  operators,  Capt. 
Charles  Jutte  and  his  sons.  He  became  the  finan¬ 
cial  man  and  manager  for  the  business.  The 
Jutte  operations  continued  to  grow,  and  in  1890 
was  reorganized  into  a  copartnership  as  C.  Jutte 
&  Co.,  Mr.  Theiss  continuing  as  financial  and 
business  manager  in  the  partnership.  So  large 
was  this  growth  that  at  the  time  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  was 
formed  it  handled  a  fifth  of  the  total  tonnage  in 
coal  going  down  the  Ohio.  In  October,  1899, 
the  more  important  of  the  river  operators  were 
merged  into  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Company.  Mr.  Theiss  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Mr.  J.  B.  Finley,  first  president  of 
the  company,  in  arranging  for  the  consolidation, 
and  did  much  of  the  more  important  work.  He 
was  elected  secretary  at  the  time  of  organization, 
as  well  as  having  general  supervision  over  its 
affairs,  and  was  general  manager.  He  was 
elected  a  director  early  in  1900  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  a  director  since.  In  1903  he  was  elected 
vice-president,  continuing  his  other  duties.  In 
November,  1904,  when  Mr.  Finley  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Robbins  as  president,  W.  J.  Wood  re¬ 
lieved  Mr.  Theiss  of  the  detail  work  of  secre¬ 
tary.  Mr.  Theiss  since  then  has  continued  as 
vice-president  and  general  manager. 

Anthracite  Labor  Situation. 


Wilkesbarre,  January  23. — When  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  United  Mine  Workers  for  the  LTnited 
States  met  at  Indianapolis  this  week  one  of 
the  most  important  subjects  considered  was 
how  to  prepare  to  meet  the  anthracite  coal 
operators  in  1909,  when  they  make  an  expected 
demand  for  a  lower  rate  of  wages  for  the  men. 
Tt  is  declared  in  labor  circles  that  the  operators 
will  present  a  new  scale  for  wages  in  April.  1909. 
to  supplant  the  present  list.  It  is  said  that  at  a 
meeting  of  operators  recently  held  in  New  York- 
city  it  was  decided  that  the  rate  of  wages  being 
now  paid  is  higher  than  the  operators  can  afford. 
Also  that  if  the  miners  refused  to  accept  the 
new  wage  scale  operations  would  be  suspended 
in  the  mines  indefinitely.  It  is  said  it  will  be  a 
fight  to  a  finish. 

The  knowledge  of  these  facts  coming  to  the 
miners  has  caused  a  spirit  of  unrest,  and  they 
are  seeking  to  make  their  organization  so  strong 
that  it  will  be  able  to  withstand  the  shock  of  a 
determined  movement  for  lower  wages  on  the 
part  of  the  operators.  What  applies  to  the  an¬ 
thracite  section  of  the  state  will  also  prevail  in 
the  bituminous  district,  where  a  new  scale  of 
wages,  below  present  figures,  is  certain  in  the 
spring  of  1909.  While  the  contest  will  not  take 
place  until  a  year  hence,  both  sides  are  preparing 
for  the  struggle. 

Operators  scout  the  idea  of  a  strike  next  year. 
Labor  leaders  do  not  take  exactly  this  same  stand, 
declaring,  significantly,  that  if  the  mine  worker? 
are  properly  organized  a  strike  will  be  out  of  the 
question,  implying  of  course  the  mine  owners 
would  not  then  insist  upon  a  wage  reduction. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


D.  N.  Valentine  has  recently  become  associated 
with  the  Tidewater  Coal  Company,  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York. 

W.  F.  Thomas,  Jr.,  a  well  known  coal  dealer 
of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  was  a  recent  visitor  to  the 
New  York  coal  trade. 

Dubois  Coal  Mining  Company  has  been  incor¬ 
porated.  Capital,  $150,000.  Offices  are  at  Cam¬ 
den,  N.  J.  Incorporators  are  P.  J.  Swift,  O.  C. 
Neal  and  A.  H.  Dunn. 

The  property  and  plant  of  the  Ferndale  Coal 
Company,  near  Johnstown,  Pa.,  is  reputed  to  have 
been  purchased  by  State  Mine  Inspector  Josiah  T. 
Evans  of  Johnstown. 

If  the  present  mild  weather  continues,  it  is  ru¬ 
mored  that  jovial  J.  M.  Creighton,  the  coal  man 
at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  may  call  out  his 
baseball  team  for  spring  practice. 

F.  P.  McFarland,  who  recently  resigned  as 
manager  of  the  Cresson  &  Clearfield  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  at  Frugality,  Pa.,  has  opened  an  office 
at  Altoona,  and  will  engage  in  the  coal  business 
for  himself. 

The  Connellsville  Manufacturing  &  Supply 
Company,  Connellsville.  Pa.:  are  building  a  large 
fan  for  the  Fairmont  Coal  Company,  to  replace 
the  one  destroyed  at  Mine  No.  8  at  Monongah 
by  the  recent  explosion  there. 

The  tug  boat  Theresa,  owned  by  Delamater  & 
Co.,  New  York,  was  burned  to  the  water’s  edge 
Monday  while  moored  at  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  coal  docks  at  Elizabethport,  N.  J.  The 
dock  also  sustained  considerable  damage. 

The  foundation  for  the  mammoth  breaker  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  at  Jeanesville, 
Pa.,  has  been  completed  and  everything  is  now  in 
readiness  for  the  commencement  of  work  on  the 
structure  as  soon  as  the  contract  is  awarded. 

The  Enterprise  colliery,  owned  by  W.  L.  Con¬ 
nell  &  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  was  closed  last  week 
on  account  of  a  strike  of  slate  pickers,  who  quit 
work  because  the  company  changed  the  date  for 
pay  days.  Eight  hundred  employes  were  affected. 

Enoch  Jones  of  Shamokin,  Pa.,  a  retired 
wealthy  coal  operator,  died  last  week  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  resi¬ 
dents  of  Shamokin,  and  helped  build  the  railroad 
from  Sunbury  to  Shamokin.  He  left  an  estate 
worth  nearly  $1,000,000. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Company  has  declared 
the  regular  quarterly  dividend  of  1J4  per  cent 
and  an  extra  dividend  of  2  per  cent.  Directors 
of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Company  have  declared  an 
annual  dividend  of  2  per  cent.  The  dividend  last 
year  at  this  time  was  3  per  cent. 

Owing  to  the  dynamiting  of  several  pumps  on 
Monday,  the  Hillside  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  Pitts- 
ton,  had  to  suspend  the  operation  of  their  Sus¬ 
quehanna  washery.  The  pumps  furnished  water 
for  the  washery,  and  it  is  believed  that  some  dis¬ 
gruntled  employe  tampered  with  them. 

Edmund  J.  D.  Coxe,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has 
filed  a  deed  conveying  the  use  of  $40,000  worth 
of  coal  lands  to  the  Girard  Trust  Company,  of 
Philadelphia.  The  indenture  provides  that  the 
trust  company  have  use  of  the  property  owned  by 
Coxe  until  the  $40,000  borrowed  is  returned. 

Arthur  W.  Hillebrand,  of  A.  W.  Hillebrand  & 
Co.,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  will  leave  Sat¬ 
urday  for  Florida,  u'here  he  will  spend  the  month 
of  February  in  hunting,  fishing  and  bathing.  He 
will  join  P.  B.  Cosgrove  of  the  Hastings  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  who  has  been  in  Florida  now  for 
several  months. 

Sidney  Wintringham,  one  of  the  pioneer  coal 
operators  and  railroad  men,  died  at  his  home  in 
Brooklyn  last  week,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  He 
was  a  senior  member  of  the  Long  Island  His¬ 
torical  Society,  a  director  in  the  George’s  Creek 
&  Cumberland  railroad  and  a  director  in  the 
American  Coal  Company. 


A  new  coal  operation  has  been  opened  a  short 
distance  west  of  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  at  Rock  Cabin. 
Development  work  has  already  been  started,  and 
houses  are  being  built  on  the  lands  of  the  com¬ 
pany  to  house  the  men  who  will  be  employed  by 
the  work.  The  corporation  will  be  known  as  the 
Rock  Cabin  Coal  Company. 

On  February  1  Smith,  Lineweaver  &  Co.  will 
move  into  larger  quarters  in  the  Washington 
building,  New  York,  occupying  a  suite  of  offices 
on  the  seventh  floor,  rooms  Nos.  173,  174  and 
175.  Manager  Seiler  found  his  present  quarters 
too  cramped,  owing  to  increasing  trade,  necessi¬ 
tating  an  increase  in  forces. 

The  fund  being  collected  by  the  Kokoals  for 
the  relief  of  the  victims  of  the  mine  disasters  has 
now  reached  about  $1,000,  announces  Imperial 
Modoc  Lester.  This  sum  is  very  satisfactory, 
considering  that  many  of  the  members  of  the  or¬ 
der  sent  in  large  contributions  before  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Lester  was  sent  out. 

Report  of  the  test  briquets  made  during  the 
trip  of  the  flagship  Connecticut  from  New  York 
to  Hampton  Roads  just  before  the  departure  of 
the  fleet  shows  that  the  test  was  not  satisfactory 
in  that  it  was  far  from  being  conclusive,  and  does 
not  settle  the  question  of  briquetted  coal  over 
coal  in  the  usual  form  for  naval  purposes. 

Officials  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  deny 
that  the  company  contemplated  a  reduction  in  the 
pay  of  its  180,000  employes.  It  had  been  said 
that  such  action  would  be  necessary  because  of 
“decreased  earnings  estimated  at  nearly  $4,000,000 
for  this  month.”  An  official  of  the  Reading 
also  denied  that  his  company  was  considering 
any  reduction  in  wages. 

Last  week  Rear  Admiral  Cowles,  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Equipment,  informed  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Naval  Affairs  that  the  cost  of  trans¬ 
porting  coal  for  the  battleship  fleet  will  be  $1,- 
000,000.  He  said  that  with  a  single  exception 
all  the  colliers  accompanying  the  fleet  are  for¬ 
eign  bottoms,  American  owners  having  declined 
to  give  charters  even  at  50  per  cent  advance  over 
foreign  quotations. 

It  is  announced  that  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  practically  decided  to  discontinue  the 
use  of  black  powder  in  the  fifty-four  mines  of 
the  company.  Dynamite,  or  an  explosive  similar 
to  it,  will  be  substituted.  It  is  claimed  that  black 
powder  makes  a  longer  and  hotter  flame  than 
dynamite,  and  in  “blow-out”  shots  is  more  likely 
to  ignite  pocket  gas.  Some  independent  operators 
in  Western  Pennsylvania  have  already  made  the 
change. 

E.  G.  Lind,  the  well-known  coal  operator  and 
transportation  man  of  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  is  distributing  a  handsome  calendar  among 
the  trade.  S.  Trimmer  &  Sons,  the  well-known 
Harlem  retailers,  are  sending  out  a  very  artistic 
calendar,  the  design  being  a  summer  girl  enjoy¬ 
ing  day  dreams  at  the  seashore.  A.  W.  Hillbrand 
&  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway,  are  remembering  their 
friends  with  a  box  of  lead  pencils,  with  the  recip¬ 
ient’s  name  stamped  thereon. 

Senator  Dick  has  introduced  a  bill  in  the 
United  States  Senate  providing  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  a 
Bureau  of  Mining  Technology.  The  purpose  of 
the  bureau  is  to  make  investigtions  and  report 
on  methods  of  mining,  extracting  and  utilizing 
of  mineral  substances  of  the  United  States  with 
a  view  to  the  betterment  of  the  mining  industry, 
the  improvement  of  mine  conditions  and  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  accidents  and  the  waste  of  materials. 

On  Monday  in  Washington  another  complaint 
was  filed  against  the  New  Haven  railroad  by 
the  Central  of  New  Jersey,  Reading  and  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  roads,  the  action  being  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  The 
complaint  grows  out  of  the  recent  action  taken 
by  the  New  Haven  road  in  breaking  the  through 
rates  enjoyed  between  it  and  the  complaining 
roads.  It  is  alleged  that  the  defendant  company 
has  discriminated  against  the  complainants  in 


favor  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Lehigh  Valley 
roads  in  the  matter  of  terminal  facilities  in  New 
York  harbor  and  in  furnishing  them  through 
routes  and  joint  rates. 

Dudley  Hunt  Walbridge,  a  son  of  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  American  Coal  Company,  No.  1 
Broadway,  New  York,  and  himself  an  employe 
of  the  company,  died  Monday  after  a  short  ill¬ 
ness  from  pneumonia.  He  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  and  was  married  last  October  to 
Miss  Marguerite  Taylor.  He  was  born  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  in  1885,  and  was  graduated  at  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  being  senior  managing  editor  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  Spectator  and  editor  of  the  Columbia 
Jester  in  his  final  year  at  college.  He  became 
connected  with  the  American  Coal  Company  sev¬ 
eral  months  ago,  and  was  rapidly  gaining  a  strong 
foothold  a,mong  the  trade. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Reliance  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Pittston,  Pa.,  held  a  meeting  in  Scran¬ 
ton  last  week  and  reorganized  the  company  and 
elected  new  officers.  M.  J.  Healey  of  Plains, 
who  recently  bought  the  controlling  stock  in  the 
company,  was  named  as  president;  W.  H.  Hol¬ 
lister  of  Avoca,  vice-president;  F.  P.  Reilly  of 
Plains,  treasurer;  P.  J.  Manley  of  Jenkins,  secre¬ 
tary.  Mr.  Healey  has  not  yet  decided  whether 
or  not  he  will  become  the  general  manager  of  the 
new  company.  He  has  various  other  coal  interests 
to  look  after,  and  it  may  be  that  he  will  appoint 
some  experienced  man  to  take  charge  of  the  col¬ 
liery.  Mr.  Healey  stated  that  arrangements  were 
bing  made  by  which  all  the  obligations  of  the 
company  would  be  met  at  an  early  day  and  work 
resumed. 

As  the  new  and  immense  Hudson  Terminal 
buildings  near  completion,  New  Yorkers,  espe¬ 
cially  those  in  the  coal,  railroad  and  hardware 
trade,  are  interested  in  knowing  what  corpora¬ 
tions  and  firms  will  take  quarters  in  the  build¬ 
ings  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  May  1. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  whose  offices  will  be  moved  from  the  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green  building  to  the  new  buildings,  the 
names  of  other  tenants  have  not  been  announced. 
The  agent  in  charge  of  the  renting  of  the  new 
buildings  states  that  68  per  cent  of  the  offices 
have  already  been  taken,  and  that  included  in  the 
tenants  are  five  or  six  coal  companies.  The  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  company,  he  said,  had  decided  not 
to  make  public  the  names  of  tenants,  as  they 
feared  that  the  publicity  thus  given,  while  it 
would  be  good  advertising  for  the  building,  as 
the  prominence  of  the  corporations  and  firms 
would  no  doubt  attract  others,  would  lead  to  the 
tenants  being  drummed  to  death  by  various  con¬ 
cerns  desirous  of  selling  office  equipment  and 
supplies. 

A  number  of  the  New  York  coal  dealers  have 
become  interested  with  C.  R.  Peterkin  and  J.  T. 
Abell,  the  latter  of  the  Curtis-Blaisdell  Coal 
Company,  of  this  city,  in  the  development  of  the 
celebrated  ore  mines  of  the  late  Don  Buenaven¬ 
tura  Becerra,  at  Urique,  State  of  Chihuahua, 
Mexico,  and  have  organized  a  company  to  take 
over  the  property.  These  mines  still  contain  val¬ 
uable  ores,  although,  according  to  the  government 
records,  one,  the  Rosario  mine  and  dump,  has 
worked  steadily  for  several  hundred  years.  The 
“fill”  in  the  old  working  has  an  estimated  value 
of  $800,000,  while  the  dump  consists  of  ores  run¬ 
ning  up  to  250  ounces  to  the  ton.  A  large  sul¬ 
phide  vein  running  from  200  to  300  ounces  of  , 
silver  and  from  ten  to  thirty  ounces  of  copper 
crosses  the  working.  The  company  has  already 
installed  a  smelter  to  work  on  the  dump,  which 
contains,  it  is  estimated,  from  250,000  to  300,000 
tons  of  ore  running  from  thirty  to  forty  ounces 
of  silver  to  the  ton.  A  concession  has  also  been 
obtained  from  the  government  of  the  State  of 
Chihuahua  for  the  establishment  of  a  smelter  of 
thirty  tons  daily  minimum  capacity  and  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  an  electric  power  plant  at  the  mines. 
Urique,  where  the  mines  are  located,  is  a  small 
town  situate  seventy  miles  from  the  nearest  rail¬ 
road.  and  Messrs.  Peterkin  and  Abell,  who.  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  an  inspection  of  the  mines, 
report  having  had  a  strenuous  trip  over  the  trails. 
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Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


New  Incorporations. 

The  Eastern  Oregon  Coal  Mining 
Company  of  Nyssa,  Ore.,  has  been 
icorporated  by  J.  J.  Cozart,  J.  Boy- 
ell  and  H.  J.  Ward.  The  capital 
itock  of  the  concern  is  $5,000. 

!  The  Volunteer  Coal  Company  has 
jeen  incorporated  at  Rock  Island, 
11.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000  for 
ie  purpose  of  dealing  in  coal,  lime 
nd  cement  at  wholesale  and  retail. 
The  Davis  Brothers  Coal  Company 
as  been  incorporated  at  Shawnee, 
)hio,  by  John  Davis,  James  C.  Davis, 
W.  Davis,  Morgan  Davis  and 
homas  Davis.  The  capital  stock  of 
ie  new  corporation  is  $20,000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
led  by  the  Gorman-Leonard  Coal 
ompany,  Worcester,  Mass.,  showing 
capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  incor- 
orators  are  Joseph  W.  Gorman  and 
harles  B.  Post. 

The  Lampa  Coal  Mining  Company 
as  been  organized  at  Bandon,  Coos 
iunty,  Oregon,  with  a  capital  stock 
f  $50,000.  The  officers  and  incor- 
orators  are  E.  B.  Cavanaugh,  G.  M. 
acobs  and  C.  S.  Osborn,  all  of  Cali- 
>rnia. 

The  Merchants  Coal  &  Railway 
ompany,  with  general  offices  at 
fewark,  N.  J.,  has  filed  articles  of 
icorporation,  showing  a  capital  stock 
f  $6,000,000.  The  incorporators  of 
ie  concern  are  C.  E.  Specht,  H.  M. 
latesman  and  I.  T.  Hunter. 


Eastern  Notes. 

The  Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland 
oal  Company  has  acquired  the  Pat- 
;rson  farm  near  Donora,  Pa.,  and  an 
ntry  is  being  cut  which  will  connect 
ith  the  Shoenberger  mine.  It  will 
ike  about  five  weeks  to  complete  the 
ntry. 

The  Austin  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
making  preparations  to  fire  its  No. 
plant  at  Austen,  W.  Va.  A  new 
ake  drawing  and  loading  machine 
as  been  purchased  and  the  company 
'cpects  to  have  it  operating  by  the 
me  the  ovens  are  fired. 

The  Preston  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
erecting  thirty-two  eight-room 
ouses  at  its  works  at  Cascade  Falle, 
ear  Morgantown.  Major  Bierer  of 
niontown  is  general  manager  of  the 
ompany  and  is  supervising  the  con 
ruction  work  at  Cascade  Falls. 

The  Enterprise  colliery  of  the  W. 
.  Connell  Company  of  Scranton, 
a.,  has  been  closed  by  the  slate  pick¬ 
's  in  the  mine  going  on  a  strike  be- 
luse  the  company  changed  the  date 
>r  pay  days.  Eight  hundred  em- 
loyes  have  been  rendered  idle. 

The  coroner’s  jury  at  Monongah 
icently  exonerated  the  coal  company 
>r  the  mine  disaster  at  that  place, 
nding  that  the  explosion  was  due  to 
ther  a  blow-out  shot  or  to  the  igni 
on  of  powder,  which  in  turn  ignited 
ie  gas  in  the  mine.  It  also  found 


that  the  gas  in  the  mine  was  not  in 
dangerous  quantities. 

The  holdings  of  the  Penn-Garrett 
Coal  Company  near  Friendsville,  Gar¬ 
rett  county,  Md.,  have  been  purchased 
by  the  Western  Maryland  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  a  corporation  with 
$1,000,000  capital  stock.  Develop¬ 
ment  of  the  property  on  a  large  scale 
is  announced. 

A  fire  in  the  Cattsburg  mine  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  re¬ 
cently  endangered  the  lives  of  forty 
miners,  but  it  is  stated  that  all  have 
been  accounted  for.  The  company 
hopes  that  the  blaze  can  be  confined 
to  one  section  of  the  mine. 

The  building  of  the  Federal  Supply 
Company,  a  branch  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company  at  MacDonald,  Pa., 
was  destroyed  a  few  days  ago  by 
fire  of  an  incendiary  origin.  Explo- 
hions  of  powder  stored  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  building  wrecked  adjoin¬ 
ing  property,  causing  a  total  loss  of 
about  $50,000. 

A  meeting  of  coal  and  coke  oper¬ 
ators  is  to  be  held  in  the  courthouse 
at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  on  February  first 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  senti¬ 
ment  relative  to  the  protection  of  the 
Sewickley  vein  of  coal.  This  vein 
lies  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  feet 
above  the  Pittsburgh  seam  and  is 
from  five  to  six  feet  thick. 


Western  Notes. 

The  coal  rights  under  1,560  acres 
of  land  along  the  line  of  the  Illinois 
Southern  Railroad  near  Centralia,  Ill., 
have  been  purchased  by  the  Illinois 
Coalette  Fuel  &  Mining  Company,  the 
consideration  being  $34,980. 

H.  J.  Clancey  of  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
and  George  Trimber  of  Niles  have 
discovered  a  vein  of  coking  and  block 
coal  two  miles  north  of  Leetonia  on 
property  where  they  have  been  pros¬ 
pecting  for  some  time.  The  land  is 
located  on  the  Niles  and  Lisbon 
branch  of  the  Erie  Railroad. 

A  large  force  of  men  is  employed 
fighting  the  fire  in  the  No.  65  mine 
of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Company  at 
Cloverland,  near  Brazil,  Ind.,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  property  will  eventu¬ 
ally  have  to  be  flooded.  The  air  has 
been  shut  off  in  the  hope  of  killing 
the  blaze,  but  the  fire  continues  to 
burn. 

Thomas  Thatcher  and  W.  M.  Bar- 
num  of  Trinidad,  Colo.,  have  deeded 
to  Charles  V.  Stewart,  representing  a 
large  syndicate,  a  tract  of  2,500  acres 
of  coal  lands  lying  between  Hastings 
and  Aguilar,  Colo.  The  land  is  val¬ 
ued  at  about  $100,000.  Nothing  is 
known  regarding  the  plans  of  the  new 
owner  or  owners. 

The  Illinois  Steel  Company  is  con¬ 
structing  280  coke  ovens  at  its  works 
in  Joliet,  Ill.  The  new  ovens  are  of 
the  by-product  type  and  will  be 
among  the  largest  of  their  kind  in 


this  country.  When  the  ovens  are 
completed  it  is  stated  by  the  company 
that  they  will  carbonize  3,000  tons  of 
coal  per  day.  The  new  plant  will  be 
ready  for  operation  in  the  early  sum¬ 
mer  and  14,000,000  feet  of  gas  will  be 
manufactured  per  day. 

The  A.  E.  Patterson  Coal  Company 
has  made  arrangements  for  opening 
one  of  the  largest  coal  mines  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  near  Cannelville.  The 
mine  is  connected  with  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  by  a  spur  and  the 
property  is  said  to  contain  2,000  acres 
of  the  No.  7  coal.  The  main  office  of 
the  company  will  be  located  at  Malta. 

The  Order  Kokoal  recently  gave  a 
koruskation  at  Doric  Hall,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  initiated  a  large  number  of  new 
members.  The  following  new  officers 
were  also  appointed  to  serve  for  the 
coming  year:  W.  A.  Brownlee,  mo- 
doc;  Alex  A.  Bryden,  baron;  F.  C. 
Pavey,  baronel;  J.  C.  Blythe,  baronet; 
A.  H.  Beddoe,  pictor;  William  F. 
Heinecke,  mazumer. 


Southern  Notes. 

The  Nebo  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  has 
filed  amendments  to  its  articles  of 
incorporation,  increasing  the  amount 
of  capital  stock  from  $225,000  to  $250,- 
000. 

Nine  miners  were  killed  and  five 
others  seriously  injured  in  a  mine  ex¬ 
plosion  recently  in  the  mine  of  the 
Bernel  Coal  Mine  at  Carthage,  N.  M. 
The  disaster  is  supposed  to  have  been 
caused  by  dust  and  gas. 

Mine  No.  17  of  the  Western  Coal 
&  Mining  Company  at  Jenny  Lind, 
Ark.,  has  been  shut  down  as  a  result 
of  the  men  refusing  to  work  until  the 
company  consents  to  bring  about  bet¬ 
ter  conditions  than  those  now  existing 
in  the  interior  of  the  mine. 

The  Soddy  Coal  Company,  opera¬ 
ting  mines  and  coke  ovens  at  Rath- 
burn,  Tenn.,  near  Chattanooga,  has 
closed  down  its  plant  and  as  a  result 
about  eight  hundred  men  are  idle. 


The  company  had  proposed  a  slight 
reduction  in  wages,  which  the  men 
rejected,  and  rather  than  enter  upon 
a  labor  controversy  the  officials  closed 
the  plant. 

Estimates  of  the  coal  mined  in  Ala¬ 
bama  during  the  years  1907  indicate 
that  the  amount  was  about  13,000,000 
tons.  Assistant  Inspector  of  Mines 
Hillhouse  thinks  the  increase  over 
1906  will  be  approximately  one  million 
tons. 

A  strike  at  the  Deavertown  mines 
of  the  Carding  Coal  Company  closed 
down  operations  there  for  about  a 
week,  but  was  settled  through  the 
efforts  of  President  Carding  and  the 
union  officials.  The  latter  ordered  the 
men  to  return  to  work. 


Monongah  Verdict. 

Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  January  23. — The 
coroner’s  jury  has  returned  its  verdict 
in  connection  with  the  investigation  of 
the  Monongah  mine  disaster.  It  finds 
that  the  explosion  was  due  to  either  a 
blown  out  shot  or  to  ignition  of  powder, 
which,  in  turn,  ignited  the  gas  in  the 
mine.  It  finds  that  there  were  traces  of 
gas  in  the  mines  No.  6  and  No.  8,  but 
not  in  dangerous  quantities ;  that  the 
company  complied  with  all  the  state 
regulations  and  took  all  reasonable  pre¬ 
cautions,  such  as  sprinkling  for  the 
keeping  down  of  the  coal  dust,  and 
practically  exonerates  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Company  from  responsibility  for 
the  loss  of  life. 

The  jury  also  recommended  that  six 
additional  state  inspectors  be  appointed 
for  a  more  thorough  inspection  of  the 
mines  in  the  state. 

The  jury  also  recommends  “that  as 
there  are  many  unsolved  problems  con¬ 
nected  with  coal  mine  explosions  in  the 
United  States,  that  Congress  make  an 
appropriation  for  the  establishment  of  a 
bureau  of  investigation  and  information 
to  aid  in  the  study  of  the  various  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  explosions  occur, 
and  as  to  how  they  may  be  prevented.” 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  January  23. —  (Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.') — Contrary  to  what 
might  be  expected,  in  the  face  of  ex¬ 
isting  weather  conditions,  everybody 
appears  to  be  doing  some  business, 
enough,  at  least,  to  furnish  an  excuse 
for  paying  salaries.  There  is  an  ab¬ 
sence,  however,  of  anything  that 
might  be  taken  for  the  strenuous  life 
about  local  coal  headquarters,  except¬ 
ing  in  the  collection  department.  The 
$1.50  price,  to  which  some  shippers 
demurred  when  it  went  into  force  the 
first  of  the  present  month,  now  looks 
good  to  everybody.  The  demand,  is 
very  light  and  prices  are  not  being 
held  up  to  the  circular  quotation,  al¬ 
though  no  open  bids  for  trade  are  be¬ 
ing  sent  out  in  printed  form,  so  far  as 
is  known,  at  bargain  offers.  Such  ac¬ 
tion  precipitated  the  50  cents  per  ton 
cut  on  January  first,  on  the  part  of  the 
big  shippers,  and  the  latter  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  in  a  humor  to  go  lower, 
should  price-cutting  become  open. 

In  reasonable  expectation  that  the 
previous  season’s  history  would  be  re¬ 
peated  in  the  way  of  a  strong  market 
and  a  short  car  supply,  dealers  gen¬ 
erally  laid  in  good  stocks  early  in  the 
fall.  Many  of  them  now  find  them¬ 
selves  in  the  somewhat  embarrassing 
position  of  having  bins  partially  filled 
with  $2.00  coal,  when  the  same  grades 
are  selling  at  from  50  to  75  cents 
lower.  This  would  not  be  a  losing 
proposition  if  dealers  could  hold  their 
local  market,  and  stand  out  for  a  profit 
on  such  coal  as  is  being  consumed. 

In  many  localities  they  appear  to 
be  unable  to  do  this  and  harmful 
rivalry  has  developed.  Present  condi¬ 
tions  open  up  an  inviting  field  for  the 
scalper,  in  buying  coal  at  prevailing 
wholesale  prices  and  selling  from  the 
car  at  a  figure  which  the  regular 
dealer,  with  dear  fuel  on  hand,  can  not 
hope  to  meet  without  loss. 

Jobbers  Make  Money. 

Up  until  within  the  last  week  or  two 
jobbers  have  had  no  reason  to  com¬ 
plain,  particularly  the  older  ones  who 
have  been  through  this  kind  of  a  mar¬ 
ket  before  and  know  how  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  situation.  Several 
report  the  past  sixty  or  ninety  days 
as  being  the  most  profitable  for  a  long 
period.  The  ability  to  buy  coal  ,  at 
very  low  price,  coupled  with  a  wide 
knowledge  of  the  needs  of  customers, 
have  been  productive  of  wider  mar¬ 
gins  and  a  heavier  lonnage  than  could 
be  realized  on  a  strong  market. 

Talk  of  eliminating  the  jobber  from 
the  coal  trade  is  not  heard  at  such 
times  as  these,  when  producers  will 
work  off  tonnage  through  a  middle¬ 
man  at  prices  lower  than  he.  would 
want  to  go  on  record  as  selling  for 
direct.  The  jobber  has  also  been  of 
great  assistance  to  inexperienced  pro¬ 
ducers,  who  were  caught  on  track 
with  cancelled  orders,  in  taking  coal 
off  their  hands  at  prices,  which,  if 
low,  were  better  than  to  allow  the 
cargo  to  be  eaten  up  with  demurrage 
charges. 

There  is  some  direct  evidence  of 
improved  industrial  conditions  in  the 
fact  that  steam  coals  are  showing 
more  life.  Prices  on  run-of-mine  are 
still  weak,  at  from  90  cents  to  $1.15, 
but  the  demand  appears  to  be  better. 
Some  good-sized  contract  business 
has  been  calling  for  attention  in  this 
market  during  the  past  week.  Nut, 
pea  and  slack  still  remains  a  strong 
factor,  on  account  of  its  scarcity,  and 


commands  75  cents  on  good  grades. 
Nearly  every  shipper  could  sell  much 
more  of  this  class  of  tonnage  than  he 
is  able  to  get  hold  of. 


New  Jobbing  Company. 

A  new  jobbing  concern  that  appar¬ 
ently  has  the  elements  of  success  in 
its  makeup  is  the  Colonial  Coal.  & 
Supply  Company,  which  has  just 
opened  offices  on  the  tenth  floor  of 
the  Brunson  building,  No.  145  North 
High  street.  It  is  incorporated  for 
$10,000,  and  will  deal  in  coal  and 
builders’  supplies.  Walter  H.  Plant, 
the  general  manager,  is  well  known 
as  one  of  the  energetic  young  coal 
men  of  Columbus,  his  experience  cov¬ 
ering  a  period  of  twelve  years.  For 
the  past  three  years  he  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  wholesale  firm  of  E. 
Kissinger  &  Co.,  of  this  city.  Paul 
W.  Barricklow,  president  of  the  new 
company,  is  also  a  young  business 
man  of  fine  qualifications.  Important 
connections  are  being  formed  with 
Hocking  and  other  fields,  which  will 
be  announced  later. 


Hocking  Operators’  Plans. 

Some  twenty-five  operators,  cover¬ 
ing  practically  every  large  interest  in 
the  Hocking  valley,  held  a  meeting  in 
Columbus  last  Friday  to  outline  plans 
in  connection  with  the  joint  agree¬ 
ment  proposition  and  the  settlement 
of  the  wage-scale  with  the  miners, 
which  questions  will  be  taken  up  at 
Indianapolis  on  the  30th,  where  the 
International  convention  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  is  now  in  session.  The 
Hocking  operators  will  be  represented 
by  Horace  L.  Chapman  and  W.  K. 
Field,  presidents,  respectively  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company  and  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company.  It  is 
hoped  to  have  all  district  differences 
between  miners  and  operators  settled 
previous  to  the  joint  conference  of 
representatives  of  the  four  competi¬ 
tive  states,  so  that  local  disputes  will 
not  occupy  the  time  of  the  later  body. 

It  is  the  opinion  in  coal  circles  that 
the  wage-scale  agreement  will  hang 
fire,  until  the  condition  of  the  market 
is  more  favorable  for  operating  the 
mines.  The  miners  are  expected  to 
ask  for  an  increase  and  the  operators 
for  a  reduction.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  present  wage-scale  agreement  on 
March  first,  the  mines,  according  to 
popular  belief,  will  close  down  for  an 
indefinite  period,  and  that  the  basis  of 
ultimate  settlement  will  lie  in  which 
side  to  the  controversy  is  the  strong¬ 
est — the  operators,  with  the  demands 
of  the  new  season  pressing  in  upon 
them,  or  the  miners,  with  the  urgent 
necessity  of  getting  to  work  again. 
Whichever  side  gains  the  victory,  it 
is  felt  that  a  suspension  of  work  will 
prove  of  benefit  to  the  market. 

Hearing  Charges. 

Interstate  Commerce  Commissioner 
James  S.  Harlan  was  in  Columbus  on 
Monday  hearing  testimony  on  the 
charge  made  against  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  Company  that  it  fixed 
a  ruinous  rate  of  payment  for  its  fuel 
and  discriminated  against  mines  which 
would  not  accept  contracts  under 
same.  The  testimony  of  W.  K.  Field, 
president  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company;  President  Brenholts,  of  the 
General  Hocking  Coal  Company,  and 
George  Paul,  manager  of  the  Rail  & 
River  Coal  Company,  was  to  the 


effect  that  the  arbitrary  price  paid  by 
railroad  companies  for  coal  was  too 
low  to  admit  of  profitable  produc¬ 
tion,  and  that  contracts  had  been  re¬ 
fused  on  this  account.  The  questions 
of  discrimination  in  car  supply,  un¬ 
fair  rating  in  regard  to  quota  of  mines 
and  favored  freight  rates  on  railroad 
fuel,  as  compared  with  commercial 
tariffs,  were  testified  to  by  other  coal 
men.  On  its  own  behalf  the  company- 
submitted  evidence  from  its  freight 
official.  The  session  lasted  until  10 
o’clock  at  night. 


Briefs  and  Personals. 

W.  J.  Ferguson,  of  the  J.  D.  Whit¬ 
more  Company,  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  a 
recent  visitor  to  Columbus. 

A.  M.  Jenkins,  of  Jenkins  &  Otstott, 
Springfield,  Ohio,  was  a  caller  at  Co¬ 
lumbus  coal  headquarters  this  week. 

T.  C.  Burger,  of'  the  Black  Nancy 
Coal  Company,  Chattaroy,  W.  Va., 
was  a  visitor  to  Columbus  last  week. 

J.  S.  Fisher,  general  sales  agent  of 
the  National  Coal  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Detroit,  was  in  the 
city  on  Saturday. 

J.  F.  Russell,  sales  manager  of  the 
Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  has 
returned  from  a  trip  to  Cincinnati 
and  Southern  Ohio  points. 

Joseph  P.  Rend,  the  Chicago  coal 
man,  was  in  Columbus  last  week  and 
made  a  trip  to  the  Hocking  valley 
operations  in  which  he  is  interested. 

James  DeWolff,  northern  sales 
agent  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  De¬ 
troit,  was  on  a  visit  to  the  home 
offices  here  this  week. 

J.  M.  Henchy,  of  the  Antler  Coal 
Company,  Welsch,  W.  Va.,  and  D.  J. 
F.  Strothers,  of  the  same  point,  and 
a  prominent  coal  attorney  of  West 
Virginia,  were  in  Columbus  during  the 
week. 

W.  T.  Fassig,  the  popular  traveling 
salesman  of  the  New  York  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  is  receiving  the  congratulations 
of  his  coal  friends  over  the  arrival  at 
his  home  of  a  fine  pair  of  twin  boys. 
The  visit  of  the  stork,  with  this  gen¬ 
erous  gift,  occurred  on  Friday  evening- 
last. 

Tracy  W.  Guthrie,  president  of  the 
old  Continental  Coal  Company,  at  th» 
time  the  latter  was  absorbed  by  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company,  but  now  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Republic  Iron  &  Steel 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  was  in  Columbus  the  fore  part 
of  the  week. , 


Nine  31.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  OHice:  88*90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader: — "Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


F.  M.  Sell,  who  for  some  time  pas 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Columbu: 
&  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Company’: 
force  of  traveling  salesmen,  has  ac 
cepted  a  position  with  the  Chapmai 
Mining  Company,  which  recentl; 
opened  headquarters  in  Columbu; 
Mr.  Sell  will  make  his  headquarter 
in  Indianapolis,  and  will  prove  a  val 
uable  acquisition  to  the  Chapman  in 
terests. 

The  Hisylvania  Coal  Company,  pro 
ducers  in  both  the  Hocking  and  th 
Pomeroy  fields,  has  retired  from  th 
latter  by  the  sale  of  the  mine  in  tha 
territory  to  John  Harley,  of  Pitts 
burgh.  The  mine  has  an  output  o 
300  tons  a  day,  but  has  been  close 
down  for  the  past  month.  The  ne\ 
owner  is  making  preparations  to  re; 
sume  work.  He  has  several  othe 
mines  in  the  Pomeroy  district,  and  i 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Hisylvani! 
corporation,  which  has  extensive  op 
erations  at  Trimble,  Ohio. 


Want  Ship  Canal. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  January  23. — As  a  re 
suit  of  the  recommendation  of  Supei 
intendent  of  Public  Works  Frederick  ( 
Stevens  to  turn  the  present  1,000-td 
barge  canal,  now  under  constructin' 
into  a  ship  canal,  with  the  aid  of  th 
federal  government,  Assemblyman  Fri- 
bie  introduced  Monday  bills  calling  fc 
the  abandonment  of  the  present  projei 
and  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissic 
of  six  to  procure  federal  aid  for  builc 
ing  a  twenty-one  foot  ship  canal  froi 
Lake  Ontario  to  the  Hudson. 

One  commissioner  is  to  be  appointe 
by  the  Governor,  two  by  the  Preside! 
of  the  Senate,  and  three  by  the  Spealo 
of  the  Assembly. 

The  route  is  along  the  lines  of  tli 
Federal  Deep  Waterways  Survey  • 
1900,  and  the  canal  is  planned  to  accon 
modate  barges  of  at  least  8,500  tons. 

The  commission  is  directed  to  con  I 
with  the  federal  authorities  in  regai 
to  the  construction  and  operation  1 
the  federal  government  of  other  inlar 
waterways  of  the  state,  and  to  make 
report  to  the  present  Legislature  if  pe 
siblc. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 
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Sunday  Creek 
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Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  «t.  38 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  37 


London —  ENGLAND.  PAGE 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  10 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Uttumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  41 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Traylor  Engineering  Co.,  New  York _ 46 

Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  61 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . . 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Oltoo .  43 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  45 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  4 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  4 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 4 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  4 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  4 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 4 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  42 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  33 
Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 48 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  45 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  18 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  47 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  4] 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  IK. .  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 45 

Detective  Agencies. 

Clark,  A.  M.,  Agency,  Chicago . 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  50 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

E  gines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  39 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa _ 38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.;  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .  46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  46 
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Che  Black  Diamond 


Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  Journal  of 
its  kind. 


United  Coal  Company 

of  Pittsburgh-Penna 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President 


D.  SINCLAIR.  Gen’l  Supt 


New  Central  Coal  Company 


O*  MARYLAND 

MINERS  -A.N  D  SHIPPERS  OH* 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Room*  419  <&  420.  17  Battery  PIa.o«,  -  -  .  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Mines  on  Monongaheln  R.iver,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


W •  operate  ovir  own  Individual  oare 


GENERAL  OFFICES: 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office.  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 
Youghio|heriyGas  &S  team  Coal 
Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  AAA 
CAS  AND  PITTS  BURCH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  VVML 


GAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC 

Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaee  and  Foundry  Use. 


AOTMTC  AT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR 

MLat.rM  I  O  M  I  TOLEDO  DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


Mr.  CONSUMER 


These  figures  should  prove  to  vou  our  former  assertions  that  we  TAKE 
CARE  OF  OUR  TRADE. 


RAIL  SHIPMENTS  ONLY 

F rom  April  I  st,  '04,  to  March  3  I  st,  '05  1 ,  1 99,2  1 6  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  '05,  to  March  31st,  '06  1,314,414  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  '06,  to  March  31st,  '07  1,922,594  net  tons 

First  Six  Months  from  April,  1 907,  to  November  I,  1907,  1,307,001  net  tons 

1st  HALF  NOVEMBER,  1907,  150,832  net  tons 


WE  WANT  YOUR  BUSINESS  AND  CAN  CIVE  YOU  THE  SAME  EXCELLENT  SERVICE  OUR  PRESENT  TRADE  IS  RECEIVING. 


THE  MONONCAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  GO 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


OF  F  I  C  E  S 

Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburg,  Pa, 
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W.  X.  FIELD,  President  and  Treasurer. 


H.  K.  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Auditor. 


H.  S.  MEBVXK,  Cashier. 


TLhc  Mew  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  Or. 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 


From  the  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 


MINES  : 


Powell's  Run  Nos.  i  and  3,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Greendale, 
Equator,  Kittanning. 


OENERAL  OFFICES, 

50  E.  BROAD  ST.,  COLUMBUS,  O. 

SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Porte. 


REGISTERED 

“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 


“DOMESTIC  LUMP 


No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer. 


Orders  filled  promptly. 


Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 


J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr. 


Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


NOW  READY  FOR  DELIVERY 

A  A  A  A 

The  Art  of 
Wall  Street  Investing 

By  John  Moody 

A  Practical  Handbook  for  investors,  attract¬ 
ively  printed  and  bound,  and  treating  the 
subject  of  Wall  Street  Investing  in  a  sensi¬ 
ble  and  original  manner.  Many  books  have  been 
written  in  the  past  on  the  general  subject  of  Wall 
Street,  and  special  studies  have  been  made  of  its 
various  phases;  but  this  is  the  first  modern  attempt 
to  cover  the  subject  in  an  attractive  and  popular 
form,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  of  interest  to  the 
individual  investor  as  well  as  to  the  more  expert 
banker  and  broker.  The  book  is  made  up  of 
ten  chapters,  embracing  the  following  subjects: 

I.-Safety  and  security.  II.-Bonds  and  What  They  Represent.  III. -Stocks 
and  What  They  Are.  IV.-Analyzing  Railroad  Securities.  V.-Industrials 
and  Tractions.  Vl.-Investment  vs.  Speculation.  VII.-'Get-Rich-Quick” 
Schemes.  VIII-Reorganization  and  Syndicates.  IX.-The  New  York  Stock 
Exchange.  X.-Wall  Street  Phrases  and  Methods. 

Price  per  copy,  $1.00  net;  by  mail,  $1.10 

A  A  A  A 

THE  MOODY  CORPORATION 

35  NASSAU  STREET  .*.  NEW  YORK  CITY 

1 


HOW  MANY  EMPLOYES 
HAVE  YOU? 

Does  each  one  get  his  own  Black  Diamond  every 
week,  or  do  you  subscribe  for  one  copy  and  pass 
it  around  ? 

Ask  any  one  of  your  employes  how  much  good  he 
can  get  out  of  every  copy  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Find  out  how  much  it  will  help  him  in  his  work,  then 
order  as  many  as  you  need  and  charge  it  up  to 
expense  account.  This  investment  will  yield 
good  returns. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  Statei. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Pullding 
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Fairmont  Coal  Company 


COAL 


GAS 

steam  F  airmont 

DOMESTIC 


LAKE,  TIDE-WATER  AND  AEE-RAIE  SHIPMENTS 


FURNACE 

FOUNDRY 

CRUSHED 


COKE 


GENERAL  OFFICES,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  BALTIMORE.  F.  W.  WILSHIREt  Gen’l  Mgr.  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

E.  M.  MANCOURT,  Western  Manager,  Majestic  Bldg.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


NEW  YORK: 

J.  E.  Parsons,  Mgr,, 
I  Broadway 

CINCINNATI: 

W.  C.  Rogers,  Mgr., 
Traction  Bldg. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

W.  M.  Wilshire,  Mgr., 
Land  Title  Bldg. 


BALTIMORE: 

I.  P.  Coffin.,  Mgr.  ' 
Cantlnantal  Trail  Bldg. 


BOSTON: 

R..  C.  Gillespie  Mgr.. 
Stite  Mutual  Bldg.,  50  Congress  St. 


WASHINGTON: 

W.  A.  Leetch,  Mgr., 
Foot  of  30th  St. 


CLEVELAND, 

A.  E.  Williams.  Agt. 
Western  R.eserve  Bldg. 


NORTH  WESTERN  FUEL  GO. 

Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents. 
Foreign  Representative:  Sanders  A  Co.,  I  IO  Cannon  St.,  London. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  st^nawh^AcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miners  and  Snippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  £  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Pa..)  Smokeless  Coals 
Office.  I  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SEC’Y.  AND  TNCAS. 


R.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER-K  ANAWH  A  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mfr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1026*1627 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  FULTZ.  Mfr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1409*10 
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Landstreet  Coal  Coke  Co. 


Conducting  a 
General 


F;  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- BUSINESS — = 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE.  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Cabin  Creek  Splint 


Pocahontas  and  New  River  75  Mmes  on  the  c.  &  o. 

.  .  ,  and  K.  &  M.  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nuai  capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Coal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec.-Treas. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 


Pittston1  Anthracit.dS  Coal=Building  Material, 


211  GRAND  AVENUE.  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


All  Kinds 

DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


AGENTS  AND 
EXCLUSIVE  SHIPPERS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
‘Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 

ALL-RAIL  FACILITIES-CHICAQO 

Ceneral  Office  :  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office :  Plankinton  Building  Chicago  Office :  Fisher  Building 


COVERED  WHARVES : 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee 


Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 
3,000,000  Tons 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company, 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No,  t  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR.  THE  FAMOUS 


ft 


R.  S.  McVEIGH.  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


99 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich'. 


PUREST 

STEAM— Absolutely  One  Quality— DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  o!  the  United  States  Coat  4  Oil  Co. 
at  Bidden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  capacity  5,000  tens— 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


0RCUTTS  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


POCAHONTAS 

TRADE  MARK  REGISTERS!® 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


.B. 

'POCAHONTAS' 
.SMOKELESS. 

:oal. 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


i 


Oaf  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

C.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue!  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 

t  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  t- 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  -treet.  Boston.  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Caal 

Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  1 5th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 

Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President 


C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President 


JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 


Crescent  CojiI  «Ss  Mining  Compa  ny 

SOS  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

-  ■  ■  COVERED  STORAGE.  SHIPPING.  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS'  YARDS=  --  ~  ~~ 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 

Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHILACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  G.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO 

OldColonyBldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


"New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe." 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U. 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- Branch  Offices: - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, V A.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO. 

PINEY  FORK 

HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

BUILDING  CHICAGO 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  ADfllRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleyboltc,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

SS^T**4  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Ganuine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati^  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAGEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam.  Coal 

“Carbon"  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mines  on  Cfebin  Creek.  Ksnawha  County,  West  Virginia  on  Chesapse.k©  and  Ohio  Ra.ilwe.y. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIILST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[January  25 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — First-class  bookkeeper 

for  retail  coal  office.  Box  47,  care  of 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  yard  man¬ 
ager;  12  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  45,  care  of 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED— By  com¬ 
petent  mine  superintendent.  Sober 
and  industrious.  Illinois  certificate. 
Employed  at  present.  Address  Box 
44,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Thick  vein  Hocking 

coal  mine  in  operation.  Will  pur¬ 
chase  interest  or  outright.  Give  full 
particulars.  Will  consider  good  coal 
land.  Box  48,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  VV  a- 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Ill.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 


WANTED — Position  as  sales  agent 
by  experienced  coal  man  of  proved 
ability.  If  the  salary  is  large  enough 
would  go  on  the  road  for  a  first-class 
operating  company.  Address  Box  24, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Yard  superintendent 

for  yard  on  northwest  side.  Must  be 
experienced  and  thoroughly  reliable. 
Highest  references  required.  Address 
Box  49,  care  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


FOR  SALE — Four  66-inch  x  20-foot 

H.  R.  T.  boilers;  sixty-four  4-inch 
tubes;  McClavc  shaking  grates.  Last 
city  inspection  100  pounds  working 
pressure  allowed.  Must  be  sold  at 
once.  Box  51,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Southern  Illinois  coal 
mining  rights;  60,000  acres,  average 
thickness  6  feet.  Good  coal;  mining 
condition  good.  Transportation  T. 
C.  R.  R.  and  other  trunk  lines.  Small 
tract  Saline  county  coal  on  Big  Four 
R.  R.  to  lease  on  favorable  terms. 


A  YOUNG  MAN  with  five  years’ 

experience  as  sales  agent  and  travel¬ 
ing  representative  for  a  large  coal 
shipping  company  desires  situation  as 
sales  manager  or  agent  in  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  or  other  western  state.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  41,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 
Address  Box  37,  care  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago. 


FOR  SALE — A  lease  500  acres  in 

thick  vein  Hocking  coal.  Mine  in 
operation,  good  buildings,  miners’ 
houses  and  store.  Would  sell  lease 
or  a  half  interest  to  a  party  who 
would  take  charge  of  the  plant.  Rea¬ 
sons  for  selling,  other  business  re¬ 
quiring  all  of  attention.  Address  B. 
64,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 

reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


Detroit  Lubricator  Company. 


DETROIT,  U.  S.  A. 


ENVELOPES,  CARDS,  BILL 
HEADS,  ETC.,  ATTRACTIVELY 
PRINTED  TO  ORDER,  1,000,  $1.25. 
SAMPLES  FREE.  HANNON  CO., 
FORTY-SECOND  AND  PRINCE¬ 
TON  AVENUE,  CHICAGO. 


DIAMOND  DRILL  CONTRACTORS 


We  do  all  kinds  of  Diamond 
Drill  work  by  contract  and 
would  be  glad  to  quote  you 
a  price  on  any  work  that  you 
contemplate  doing  in  the  near 
future. 

Our  Drill 
Operators 

are  reliable,  and  men  who  have 
had  years  of  experience  in  this 
work.  Our  representative  will 
be  glad  to  call  on  you  person¬ 
ally  and  give  you  a  price  that 
is  right  for  your  work. 


Birdsboro  Steel  Foundry  &  Machine  Co. 

Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania 


FOR  SALE 

About  5000  acres  of  coal  land  and  surface 
with  three  miles  frontage  on  Ohio  Kiver. 
The  only  river  mine  on  Ohio  River,  known 
as  the  W.  P.  D  Bush  property.  Un¬ 
qualifiedly  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
investment  and  speculation  offered  in 
this  decade.  To  be  sold  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  the  Union  Circuit  C  urt 
without  reseive,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
Monday,  October  7th,  1907,  at  the  Court 
House  door,  Morgansfield,  Union  County, 
Kentucky.  For  full  information  address: 
W.  T.  Harris,  Commissioner,  Morganiield,  Ky. 
Henry  Burnell,  Lincoln  Bank  Bldg.,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

David  W.  Fairieigh,  Paul  Jones  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Albert  S.  Brandeis,  L.  €,  N  office,  9th  and 
Broadway,  Louisville,  Ky. 

George  0.  Briggs,  Louisville  Trust  Building, 
Louisville.  Ky. 

H.  X  Morion,  Morganiield,  Ky. 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  6L  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


john  d.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDINC 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-80-35-40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )  The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  )  Mills,  HuntiDgton.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
/  to  75  tons 

By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


THE  BEACH  DIAMOND 
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Halsted  Street  and  AStli  Place,  Chicago 


Also  GOODMAN  Electric  Larries,  Hoists,  Pumps,  Motors  and  COMPLETE  Power  Plant  Equipment 


EAfTHDIFQ-  CHICAOO,  ILLINOIS,  and 
.  EAST  CHICAGO,  INDIANA 


Rrnnrh  Dffif  PS  '  Pittsburg,  Nashville,  Wp^tpm  ^pIHtlOf  Atrpntc  Llndrooth,  Shubart  &  Co., 

DTdnen  UlllCeSs.  st.  Louis,  Charleston,  W.  Va.  YV  CMCTU  OCIIlllg  AgCDIS  .  Boston  Bldg.,  Denver,  Col! 


The  Qoodman  Generator.  De¬ 
signed  expressly  for  the  severe 
duties  of  mining  work.  Belted 
or  Direct  Connected— Any  De¬ 
sired  Voltage 


The  Goodman  Chain  Breast 
Undercutting  Machines  for 
Rapid  and  Economical  Working 
in  Coal  Veins  of  any  thickness 


The  Goodman  Double  Motor 
Traction  Locomotive  for  those 
who  prefer  this  type  and  want 
the  best  of  its  kind 


The  Goodman  Rack  Rail  Loco¬ 
motive  for  Positive,  Powerful 
Haulage,  up  hill  or  down  hill,  on 
any  grade — light  or  heavy 


The  Goodman  Single-Motor 
Traction  Locomotive  for  Great¬ 
est  Pulling  Effort  per  ton  of 
weight.  Single  or  Double  End 
Control 


The  Goodman  Gathering  Loco¬ 
motives  of  various  types  for 
eliminating  the  Mule  Nuisance 
and  making  the  haulage  Wholly 
Mechanical 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


Dickson  (®L  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK; 

OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
InterneLtioneLl  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  6,  Wire  Co. 

Chicago  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co. 

Inla-nd  Steel  Co. 

Armour  S,  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
’  “Sample"  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very 
little  value  to  an  advertiser.  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  "complimen¬ 
tary"  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

4*  Broadway.  1150-56  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7tb  St. 


CONSULT  US 

Before  buyingthatnext  car  of 
Coal.  We  may  be  able  to  save 
you  some  money  on  it. 
Anyway,  we  know  we  can 
supply  you  with  the  very 
best  coals  mined,  no  matter 
what  kind  you  want.  Our 

WINIFREDE  SPLINTS,  DIANA 
HOCKINC,  BRAZIL  BLOCK, 
P0C0H0NTAS,  HYSLVA- 
NIA,  LOYAL  LILY 
SMITHING,  ETC., 

Are,  without  a  single  excep¬ 
tion,  the  leaders  in  their  re¬ 
spective  classes,  and  the  con¬ 
stant  number  of  new  dealers 
who  handle  them  every  year 
proves  they  are  the  most 
profitable.  Write  us  for  prices. 

HOSTLER  COAL  &  COKE  CO. 
CHICAGO  6 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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1 

[TALL.  1 

PEACOCK  &  KERR. 

of  New  York,  CcTlllery  Owners.  WEWfffcKE1  • 

J.  B.  Lumlcy,  Treasurer,  iUHK. 

ANTHRACITE  and.  BITUMINOUS.  Mu"hy.TrMa«rcsM>vaDerP,.  $ 

E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Sties  Agl. 

W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bld{„ 

. PHILADELPHIA. 

S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  ACENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND 


ANTH  R ACITE 


COAL 


PAYTQH.  OHIO 


WE  SELL  IT 


HUGHES  GREEK  2  IN.  WEST  VIRGINIA 
DOMESTIC  LUMP 


'  iONC  OiSTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL 
PECTOR  6320 


P.O.  BOX  1982 


WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
C  OAX 

NEW  YORK 


7  BATTERY  PLACE 


TIDE-WATEB  SALES  AOEXTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAX.  i 


BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 


AND  MAKE  THE  PRICE 

ADDRESS 

JOHN  W.  MOORE,  Gen.  Manager 

Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


Anthracite  and  A  T 

Bituminous  vUilL/ 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The  Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


IRA  E.  STEVENS,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  Western  Agent. 
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NEW  DIAMOND  BREAKER,  SCRANTON. 


The  Diamond  colliery  is  the  oldest  operated 
by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  shipments  of  coal  having  been 
made  from  this  breaker  as  early  as  the  year  1852. 
As  was  the  universal  custom  in  the  early  days 
of  anthracite  mining,  the  breaker  was  located 
on  a  side  hill,  the  loading  chutes  delivering  the 
coal  at  the  level  of  the  Diamond  Flats.  Since 
the  original  construction  the  amount  of  repair 
work  and  remodelling  which  has  been  done  on 
the  old  breaker,  practically  amounts  to  its  hav¬ 
ing  been  rebuilt  several  times.  The  shipments 
from  this  breaker  up  to  the  present  time  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  ten  million  tons  of  coal. 

The  new  Diamond  breaker  is  located  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  main  line  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  in  the  city  of 
Scranton  and  will  replace  the  old  breaker,  built 
about  thirty-five  years  ago.  The  new  breaker  is 
a  model  structure  in  all  respects  and  will  have  a 
capacity  of  two  thousand  tons  per  day.  The  coal 
coming  from  the  mines  in  cars  is  brought  to  a 
pit  at  the  foot  of  the  main  conveyor,  where  the 
cars  are  dumped  by  means  of  a  steam  pump,  the 
operation  of  the  cars  being  automatic  and  men 
being  needed  only  to  unhook  the  car  doors  to  re¬ 
lease  the  coal  into  the  pit,  which  has^a  capacity 
of  twelve  mine  cars  of  run-of-mine  coal.  The 
coal  from  the  pit  is  delivered  by  means  of  a  re¬ 


volving  feeder  to  the  main  conveyor,  which  has 
36x24x12  inch  “U"  shaped  continuous  and  over¬ 
lapping  buckets,  each  of  which  is  carried  on  two 
eight-inch  diameter  gravity  bushed  wheels.  These 
wheels  are  held  together  in  connection  with  the 
buckets  by  means  of  24x6j4  inch  steel  chain 
and  pins. 

The  top  and  bottom  tracks  are  twenty-five- 
pound  steel  rails  on  a  grade  of  five  and  one- 
quarter  inches  in  every  foot.  The  length  of  the 
conveyor  is  496  feet  between  the  head  shaft  and 
the  foot  shaft.  The  head  shaft  and  gearing  is 
about  142  feet  above  the  loading  track,  being 
supported  on  a  strong  steel  tower.  The  conveyor 
is  operated  by  a  powerful  cross  compound  steam 
engine  located  on  the  ground  level,  the  trans¬ 
mission  being  three  two-inch  Manila  rop.es.  These 
ropes  go  from  the  engine  to  the  sheave  on  the 
counter  shaft  of  the  head  gears,  this  shaft  being 
provided  with  a  powerful  friction  clutch,  so  ar¬ 
ranged  that  the  conveyor  can  be  stopped  every 
three  feet  if  necessary  without  stopping  the  driv¬ 
ing  engine. 

The  coal,  after  being  dumped  from  the  con¬ 
veyor  buckets  at  the  top  of  the  breaker,  slides 
down  the  chute  to  shakers  having  large  size  per¬ 
forations,  which  take  the  place  of  the  set  of  bars 
usually  found  in  breakers.  From  the  shakers 
the  large  lumps  of  coal  go  to  two  moving  pick¬ 


ing  tables  about  thirty  feet  long,  where  men  pick 
out  the  rock  and  other  foreign  substances,  throw¬ 
ing  it  to  one  side  to  be  further  inspected  and  sent 
to  the  rock  pocket  or  to  the  rolls  to  be  crushed. 

The  two  main  features  which  led  to  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  new  Diamond  breaker  were, 
first,  the  cars  had  to  be  switched  down  to  the 
level  of  the  Diamond  Flats  to  be  loaded,  thus 
crossing  Lackawanna  avenue  at  the  “Y,”  which 
caused  considerable  annoyance  to  the  public  in 
the  way  of  blocking  the  avenue,  and  an  expense 
to  the  company.  The  present  breaker  being  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  main  line  of  the  railroad,  greatly 
reduces  the  amount  of  traffic  crossing  Lacka¬ 
wanna  avenue.  Second,  owing  to  the  available 
coal  in  the  property  tributary  to  the  Diamond 
shafts  having  been  reduced  to  veins  containing 
considerable  refuse,  the  most  modern  equipment 
is  required  to  produce  coal  up  to  the  standard 
always  maintained  by  this  company. 

In  connection  with  this  breaker,  one  of  the 
latest  and  most  unique  features  is  that  of  de¬ 
livering  the  coal  to  the  top  of  the  breaker,  which 
is  162  feet  above  the  shaft  landing.  The  loaded 
cars  from  the  landing  run  by  gravity  to  a  con¬ 
veyor  pit  which  is  located  496  feet  from  the  point 
of  delivery  at  the  top  of  the  breaker.  The  cars 
dump  automatically  into  this  pit,  which  has  a 
capacity  of  about  twelve  mine  cars.  After  dump- 
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ing  the  cars  run  to  a  chain  hoist,  which  draws  it 
up  a  plane  to  an  elevation  required  for  it  to  run 
by  gravity  back  to  the  shaft.  The  car  having 
made  its  trip  from  the  shaft  to  the  conveyor  pit 
dumps  and  returns  again  to  the  shaft  entirely 
automatically. 

From  the  conveyor  pit  the  coal  is  fed  into  a 


s  it  shaking  screens.  The  machinery  is  operated  by 
run  hemp  rope  drives  instead  of  belting.  The  breaker 
bng  is  well  equipped  with  mechanical  slate  pickers, 
pit  which  will  practically  eliminate  the  employment 
rely  of  boys  in  this  breaker.  The  operation  of  the 
breaker  began  November  18,  1907,  and  will  soon 
o  a  reach  an  output  equal  to  its  capacity,  which  is  two 


Pit  at  the  Foot  of  Main  Conveyor. 


bucket  conveyor,  which  carries  it  directly  to  the 
top  of  the  breaker.  The  breaker  arrangement 
is  similar  to  all  modern  breakers  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  old  rotary  screens  being  entirely  done 
away  with  and  all  the  coal  is  sized  by  means  of 


thousand  gross  tons  per  day,  at  which  time  the 
old  breaker  will  be  abandoned.  The  breaker  is 
heated  by  exhaust  steam  under  two  pounds 
pressure.  The  capacity  of  the  storage  pockets  is 
1,600  tons  and  all  sizes  of  cars  can  be  loaded 
without  difficulty. 


Position  of  the  Retailers. 


The  Kentucky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  has  been  unusually  active  with¬ 
in  the  last  month.  Probably  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  thing,  as  far  as  the  association  work  goes, 
was  the  recent  address  made  by  the  secretary, 
George  Cary  Tabb,  before  the  Western  Ken¬ 
tucky  Operators,  who  assembled  at  the  Old 
Inn  in  Louisville  on  January  21. 

Mr.  Tabb  was  able  to  outline  the  position 
of  the  association  very  thoroughly  regarding, 
first,  the  advantage  of  the  organization,  both 
general  and  local,  and  then  the  relation  of  the 
shipper  to  the  consumer  and  short  weights 
and  demurrage.  Regarding  the  organization 
itself,  he  said  that  the  retail  dealers  believed 
that  their  interests  and  those  of  the  operators 
are  mutual  and  it  was  with  this  idea  in  view 
that  the  association  put  a  clause  in  its  consti¬ 
tution  and  by-laws  permitting  the  wholesalers 
and  operators  to  become  associate  members. 
The  general  idea  was  not  to  ask  the  oper¬ 
ators  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  retailers,  but 
to  raise  the  business  generally  to  a  higher  level. 
He  said  that  various  local  organizations  were 
being  formed  throughout  the  country  because 
they  strengthened  the  state  organization  and 


because  that  helped  the  general  association.  In 
all  these  organizations  the  association  encour¬ 
ages  its  members  to  study  the  cost  of  selling 
coal  and  urges  them  to  obtain  a  reasonable 
profit.  In  this  way  the  association  is  helping 
the  operators  because  in  so  far  as  the  members 
make  a  reasonable  profit  they  become  better 
customers  for  the  operators  and  the  whole¬ 
salers. 

Regarding  shipments  directly  to  the  con¬ 
sumer,  Mr.  Tabb  wanted  it  understood  that  he 
was  not  carrying  on  a  campaign  against  the 
operators,  but  was  trying  to  get  the  business 
done  on  an  equitable  basis.  He  made  it  very 
explicit  that  he  did  not  believe  it  just  for  the 
operator  to  sell  the  retailer  and  then  turn 
around  and  sell  the  retailer’s  customers.  The 
object  of  investigating  cases  of  irregular  ship¬ 
ments  he  said  was  to  correct  the  operators 
when  they  were  wrong  and  also  to  find  out 
when  the  complainants  were  making  a  mis¬ 
take. 

There  was  one  point,  urged  by  Mr.  Tabb, 
which  takes  a  strong  hold  upon  the  entire 
trade.  This  was  that  any  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  association  to  collect  from  the  railroads 
for  shortage  in  weights,  at  the  time  of  defiv- 


ery,  does  not  of  necessity  strain  the  relations 
existing  between  the  shipper  and  the  consignee. 
Mr.  Tabb  has  been  collecting  data  recently 
showing  the  extent  to  which  dealers  suffer 
through  short  weight  on  coal.  He  has  not  yet 
completed  his  report  because  the  information 
is  coming  in  slowly.  The  data  at  hand,  how¬ 
ever,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  short  weight 
is  one  of  the  most  serious  matters  that  con¬ 
fronts  the  retail  dealer  and  consequently  the 
association  is  bending  all  of  its  efforts  to  get 
this  data  in  hand  that  it  may  have  a  fighting 
ground.  Mr.  Tabb  explained  to  the  western 
Kentucky  operators  that  where  the  shipper  de¬ 
livered  full  weight  to  the  railroad  and  the  rail¬ 
road  delivered  short  weight  to  the  consignee 
the  responsibility  for  the  loss  is  very  evidently 
upon  the  carrier,  a  principle  that  is  now  very 
clearly  established  in  law.  He  had  a  good 
ground,  therefore,  on  which  to  ask  the  oper¬ 
ators  to  cooperate  with  the  retailers  in  seeing 
that  justice  is  done  to  the  latter.  The  associa¬ 
tion,  according  to  Mr.  Tabb,  has  recently 
joined  the  National  Freight  Association  for 
the  purpose  of  helping  that  organization  to 
put  through  the  national  reciprocal  demur¬ 
rage  law. 

Another  matter  that  has  interested  the  Ken¬ 
tucky-Tennessee  dealers  was  a  letter  from  the 
Kinkead  Coal  Company  and  John  B.  Payne  of 
Lexington,  giving  details  of  a  meeting  of  ship¬ 
pers  and  consignees  at  Lexington  on  January 
22,  the  object  of  which  was  to  have  the  present 
car  service  rules  changed.  They  went  over 
the  car  service  rules  of  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Ohio  and  Virginia.  At  the  conclusion  they 
decided  that  the  rules  of  each  of  the  other 
states  are  much  fairer  and  equitable  than  those 
of  Kentucky  and  it  was  decided  to  ask  the 
railroad  commission  for  practically  the  same 
rules  as  are  in  effect  in  Ohio,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  that  the  reciprocal  demurrage  rule  of 
either  Virginia  or  Indiana  should  be  substi¬ 
tuted.  To  promulgate  this  idea  a  committee 
was  appointed  consisting  of  E.  H.-  Doyle,  T. 
L.  Young,  E.  S.  Kinkead,  T.  R.  Morgan  and 
John  B.  Payne.  When  the  rules  have  been 
drawn  up  this  propaganda  committee  will  sub¬ 
mit  printed  copies  to  every  shipper  in  the 
state,  asking  for  signatures  to  the  petition. 
This  movement,  of  course,  is  directed  mainly 
to  Kentucky,  but  it  is  believed  that  if  that 
state  acts  Tennessee  will  follow  the  example. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  directors  of  the 
Kentucky-Tennessee  association  to  hold  the 
next  convention  at  Knoxville  on  April  14,  this 
being  concurrent  with  the  meeting  of  the 
Southeastern  association.  Doubtless  the  two 
organizations  will  hold  one  or  more  joint 
meetings  and  it  is  expected  that  these  will  aid 
materially  in  promoting  the  proper  spirit 
among  the  retailers  of  the  south,  with  possibly 
some  beneficial  results  upon  the  entire  trade. 


The  estimated  loss  occasioned  by  the  de¬ 
structive  fire  which  swept  over  Coal  Center, 
Pa.,  some  nights  ago  is  now  placed  at  $75,000. 
Practically  the  whole  business  section  of  the 
town  was  destroyed.  Less  than  one-third  of 
the  property  destroyed  was  covered  by  insur¬ 
ance. 


Dr.  M.  J.  Buck,  formerly  of  Altoona,  Pa., 
but  now  of  Pittsburgh,  has  acquired  control 
of  the  Lemmon  Coal  Company  of  Salem,  Ohio. 
The  mine  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Paul  Lem¬ 
mon  as  assignee,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
state.  The  price  paid  for  the  property  is  not 
mentioned. 


A  number  of  dealers  of  Easton,  Pa.,  held  a 
meeting  a  few  days  ago  at  Seip’s  restaurant  in 
that  city.  The  principal  matter  discussed  at 
the  meeting  was  relative  to  arranging  an  ad¬ 
justment  of  short  weight  on  all  coal  shipped  on 
railroads,  which  at  present  amounts  to  about 
five  per  cent.  The  action  taken  is  expected  to 
be  followed  by  good  results  for  both  the  deal¬ 
ers  and  consumers. 
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McKell  Operations  in  West  Virginia. 


Five  Mines  Have  Been  Embraced  by  One  System  of  Electrification,  the  Use  of  Alternating  Current  Being  Satisfactory — 
Gathering  Work  is  Done  by  Mules,  but  the  Main  Haulage  Employs  Electricity  —  Grades  Are  Difficult  in  Some 

Places — Ownership  of  Land  is  Complete,  and  Some  Other  Companies  Operate  by  Paying  Royalties _ Goodman 

Equipment  Gives  Good  Service. 


No  name  in  the  mining  history  of  the  New 
River  fields  in  West  Virginia  can  be  assigned  a 
more  prominent  place  than  that  of  McKell,  so 
intimately  identified  with  coal  lands  and  coal  pro¬ 
duction  on  Loup  creek.  The  McKell  interests 
built  what  is  now  the  Loup  Creek  branch  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad,  a  feeder  which  de¬ 
livers  to  the  main  line  at  Thurmond  a  higher  ton¬ 
nage  than  is  secured  at  any  other  point  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  system.  The  McKell  prop¬ 
erties  embrace  several  thousand  acres,  a  tract 


which  has  been  held  intact  for  many  years,  all 
mining  other  than  that  of  the  McKell  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  being  done  under  royalty  arrange¬ 
ments. 

The  office  of  the  company  is  at  Glen  Jean, 
which  lies  about  six  miles  up  Loup  creek  from 
Thurmond.  The  officers  are:  John  D.  McKell, 
president;  William  McKell,  treasurer;  Robert 
Manly,  secretary,  and  Thomas  Nichol,  general 
manager. 

Six  mines  are  operated,  five  of  them  on  good 
producing  basis  and  one  newly  opened.  About 
two  miles  above  Glen  Jean  on  the  Loup  Creek 
branch  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  the  Derryhale 
mine,  which  has  a  car  allotment  of  1,000  tons 
daily.  All  the  other  mines  are  served  by  the 
Kanawha,  Glen  Jean  &  Eastern  Railroad,  a  pri¬ 
vate  line  which  extends  into  the  McKell  property 
from  the  terminus  of  the  Loup  Creek  branch  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  at  Macdonald.  Kilsyth 
is  the  first  of  the  mines  up  this  extension  road, 
where  production  is  such  as  to  procure  a  car  al¬ 
lotment  of  2,000  tons.  About  three  miles  farther 
on  up  the  creek  are  the  Oswald  and  Sidney 
mines,  producing  respectively  about  500  and  300 
tons.  A  mile  or  so  farther  up  is  Graham,  pro¬ 
ducing  about  400  tons.  Near  by  is  Tameroy,  the 
new  opening. 

The  total  productive  capacity  thus  is  nearly 
5,000  tons  daily.  The  Sewell  seam  is  mined  on 
all  the  McKell  properties,  its  thickness  varying 
from  four  and  one-half  to  six  feet  and  yielding 
an  exceptionally  clean  and  high  grade  fuel  of  the 
best  New  River  quality.  Mining  is  done  on  the 
room  and  pillar  system,  entries  being  driven  ten 
to  fourteen  feet  wide  and  sixty  feet  apart. 
Rooms  are  worked  twenty-five  feet  wide,  with 
thirty-five-foot  pillars.  At  Kilsyth  and  Derry¬ 
hale  a  two-ton  car  is  used,  for  which  the  min¬ 
ers  are  paid  eighty  cents.  At  Oswald,  Sidney 
and  Graham,  a  one  and  one-half  ton  car  is 
used,  for  which  sixty  cents  is  paid. 

The  seam  has  an  undulating  bottom  and  lies 
on  a  general  northwesterly  dip,  averaging  about 
three  and  one-half  per  cent.  This  dip,  combined 


with  the  undulation  of  the  seam,  is  such  that 
entry  grades  vary  considerably,  making  haulage 
conditions  which  can  be  met  satisfactorily  only 
by  use  of  the  Goodman  rack  rail  system.  At 
the  present  time  it  has  nine  rack  locomotives  of 
the  same  BB  type  and  a  tenth  ordered  for  early 
delivery.  This  type  was  adopted  from  the  first 
and  has  since  been  adhered  to  for  the  sake  of 
uniformity  and  interchangeability. 

Nine  of  the  locomotives  are  required  for  actual 
service  at  five  mines,  leaving  one  on  spare,  ready 


to  be  placed  in  service  to  relieve  any  one  of  the 
other  locomotives  at  any  time.  The  work  at 
Kilsyth  is  now  reaching  a  point  where  four  loco¬ 
motives  are  required ;  two  locomotives  are  in 
service  at  Derryhale,  and  one  each  at  Oswald, 
Sidney  and  Graham.  Arrangements  are  such 
that  the  spare  locomotive,  which  is  kept  at  Kil¬ 
syth,  can  very  quickly  be  loaded  onto  a  railroad 
car,  hauled  to  any  mine  where  it  may  be  wanted, 
and  placed  in  service  within  about  two  hours’ 
time. 

The  track  gauge  at  all  the  mines  is  forty-four 


inches  and  the  live  type  rack  rail  is  used.  The 
iron  rack  is  insulated  by  being  supported  in  wood 
and  is  bonded  to  conduct  the  power  current.  The 
locomotives  operate  without  trolley  poles  or  trol¬ 
ley  wiring,  taking  their  current  from  the  rack 
rail.  Mules  are  used  in  gathering,  delivering 


the  empty  cars  to  the  face  in  all  working  places 
and  hauling  the  loads  out. 

Power  Distribution. 

The  oldest  mines  are  those  at  Derryhale 
and  Kilsyth,  and  each  was  originally  provided 
with  its  own  power  plant,  generating  continu¬ 
ous  current  at  250  volts. 

At  Derryhale  this  plan  of  operation  remains 
unchanged.  At  Kilsyth  also  the  continuous 
current  equipment  is  retained  in  service,  sup¬ 
plying  the  power  requirements  here.  The  Kil¬ 
syth  power  plant,  however,  has  been  largely 
extended  by  the  installation  of  additional  boil¬ 
ers  and  an  alternating  current  generating  unit 
for  supplying  power  to  the  other  mines  scat¬ 
tered  at  intervals  on  up  the  creek.  The  Mc¬ 
Kell  territory  is  so  extensive  and  the  mining 
project  so  vast  that  the  installation  of  numer¬ 
ous  independent  plants  for  supplying  continu¬ 
ous  current  would  be  not  only  uneconomical, 
but  actually  impracticable,  due  to  considera¬ 
tions  of  water  supply  and  other  features.  No 
central  power  station  could  well  be  located 
near  the  geographical  center  of  the  property, 
and  even  from  such  a  plant  continuous  current 
transmission  could  not  be  accomplished  eco¬ 
nomically.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  to  in¬ 
stall  a  comprehensive  system  of  alternating 
current  distribution  from  a  central  generating 
plant  which  could  most  conveniently  be  lo¬ 
cated  at  Kilsyth. 

Kilsyth  Power  Plant. 

The  power  plant  at  Kilsyth  consequently  is 
a  combination  plant,  generating  both  continu¬ 
ous  and  alternating  current.  Steam  is  sup¬ 
plied  at  115  pounds  pressure  by  eight  hori¬ 
zontal  tubular  boilers,  aggregating  about  1,200 
horsepower.  Water  supply  for  boiler  feed¬ 
ing  and  other  purposes  is  drawn  from  the 
creek  by  an  electrically  driven  pump,  deliver¬ 
ing  water  to  two  5,000-gallon  tanks  at  suit¬ 
able  elevation  on  the  mountain  side.  A  per¬ 
manent  reservoir  of  3,000,000  gallons  capacity 
will  soon  be  provided  by  damming  back  the 
waters  of  Mill  creek,  a  small  stream  running 
near  the  plant.  Besides  necessary  pumps,  the 


boiler  feeding  system  includes  a  600  horse¬ 
power  open  heater  of  most  modern  type. 

In  the  old  engine  room  are  two  150-kw. 
direct  connected  generators,  driven  by  belts 
from  two  19xl8-in.  engines.  These  two  units 
supply  current  at  250  volts,  continuous,  for 
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carrying  the  haulage  and  miscellaneous  load 
at  this  mine.  The  switchboard  for  continuous 
current  is  in  three  panels,  two  for  the  gener¬ 
ators  and  one  for  distribution.  The  alternat¬ 
ing  current  equipment  is  accommodated  by  an 
extension  of  the  power  house.  Space  is  avail¬ 
able  for  addition  of  a  duplicate  unit  when 
required,  and  the  building  may  be  extended  to 
accommodate  others  when  needed.  The  en¬ 
gine  is  a  26x42  inch  Corliss,  running  at  120 
r.  p.  m.,  directly  connected  to  a  500-kw.  24- 


cycle  600-volt  3-phase  generator  of  the  re¬ 
volving  field  type,  with  twenty-four  poles.  It 
is  separately  excited  by  a  20-kw.  generator 
wound  for  230  volts,  directly  connected  to  a 
high  speed  engine  running  at  370  r.  p.  m. 

Automatic  lubrication  of  engine  bearings  is 
provided  for  by  an  installation  of  the  White 
Star  continuous  oiling  system,  as  made  by  the 
Pittsburgh  (Pa.)  Gage  &  Supply  Company. 

The  alternating  current  is  transmitted  from 
the  Kilsyth  station  to  substations  at  the  mines. 
Two  of  these  are  now  in  use  and  others  will 
be  installed  wherever  new  mines  are  opened. 
One  of  the  present  substations  serves  the 
Oswald  and  Sidney  mines,  and  a  second  is  at 
Graham,  to  serve  this  mine  and  Tamroy. 

Tn  the  substation  at  Graham  the  6,600-volt 
alternating  current  is  stepped  down  to  160 
volts  for  conversion  to  continuous  current  at 
250  volts,  as  required  at  the  mines.  One 
rotary  converter  of  200-kw.  capacity  is  in¬ 
stalled  at  Graham  and  one  of  300-kw.  capacity 
at  Sidney,  with  room  for  a  second  unit  in 
each  case.  Auxiliary  equipment  of  oil 
switches,  transformers,  switchboard  appli¬ 
ances,  etc.,  is  provided  to  correspond.  The 
buildings  are  of  stone,  with  steel  trussed  roofs 
and  concrete  floors. 

The  operation  at  Kilsyth  is  about  six  years 
old,  having  been  started  originally  with  a  tem¬ 
porary  plant  installed  for  dumping  early  coal. 
The  present  complete  plant  and  double-dump 
tipple,  with  corresponding  rearrangement  of 
entries  and  haulage,  were  completed  and 
placed  in  service  in  June,  1904,  since  which 
time  the  development  has  been  pushed  and 
the  output  increased  rapidly  to  a  present  ca¬ 
pacity  of  2,000  tons  daily. 

The  mine  is  opened  up  by  three  entries, 
driven  directly  south.  The  middle  entry  is  the 
aircourse,  sixteen  feet  wide,  while  the  outer 
entries,  Nos.  1  and  3,  each  ten  feet  wide,  are 
used  for  haulage  and  return  air.  The  extreme 
dip  being  in  a  northwesterly  direction— north 
55  degrees  west,  to  be  exact — the  entries 
driven  south  are  on  about  half  rise,  giving 
grades  of  from  two  fo  five  per  cent  in  favor 
of  the  loaded  trip. 

Entries  on  the  left  side  are  turned  off  at 
right  angles  from  the  main  entries  and,  there¬ 
fore,  also  are  on.  half  rise,  giving  favorable 
grades  of  from  two  to  five  per  cent.  Right 
side  entries  are  driven  off  at  60  degrees  angle, 
dipping  from  two  to  four  per  cent  and  giving 
correspondingly  adverse  haulage  grades.  The 
worst  grade  in  the  mine  is  found  on  this  right 
side,  being  seven  per  cent  against  the  loads 


for  a  distance  of  about  400  feet.  The  entire 
haulage,  it  will  be  noted,  both  on  main  ;rtul 
side  entries,  involves  grades  of  from  two  per 
cent  up  to  this  limit  of  seven  per  cent.  On 
the  left  side  all  grades  are  favorable  to  the 
loads,  while  on  the  right  they  are  favorable 
only  on  the  main  entry. 

When  the  new  locomotive,  now  ordered,  is 
installed  there  will  be  a  total  of  four  in  opera¬ 
tion,  two  on  each  side  of  the  mine.  These  BB 
locomotives  are  double-motor  machines,  giv- 


at  Kilsyth  Mine. 

ing  160  horsepower  of  hauling  capacity.  On 
each  side  of  the  mine  are  six  sidings  to  which 
trips  are  gathered  by  mules.  The  average 
haulage  distance  is  about  3,000  feet  each  way, 
making  6,000  feet  for  the  round  trip,  the  time 
for  which  averages  about  twenty  minutes.  The 
cars  used  weigh  about  6,000  pounds  loaded  and 
they  are  hauled  in  trips  of  sixteen  cars,  each 
trip  bringing  about  thirty-two  tons  of  coal  to 
the  tipple.  About  600  feet  inside  the  mine 
Nos.  1  and  3  entries  are  connected,  so  that 
there  need  be  no  actual  stoppage  of  operation 
for  either  side  of  the  mine  in  case  of  wreck 


or  other  delay  on  the  tracks  for  either  side 
betwewen  the  tipple  and  this  inside  connec¬ 
tion. 

Oswald  and  Sidney  Mines. 

The  first  mines  above  Kilsyth  are  Oswald 
and  Sidney,  directly  opposite  each  other. 
Both  are  in  charge  of  F.  B.  Imboden,  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  L.  Hundley,  mine  foreman. 

At  right  and  left,  respectively,  are  the  old 
independent  tipples  for  Oswald  and  Sidney. 
Tn  the  middle,  spanning  the  valley,  is  a  new 
double  tipple  which,  is  to  serve  jointly  for 
these  two  mines.  Oswald  is  producing  about 
500  tons  and  Sidney  nearly  300.  Two  type 


BB  Goodman  rack  locomotives  of  160  ho.se- 
power  each,  one  at  Oswald  and  one  at  Sidney, 
,do  the  entire  work  of  haulage.  Either  can  be 
transferred  from  one  mine  to  the  other  by  use 
of  the  through  by-pass  across  the  tipple.  At 
each  mine  the  locomotives  haul  trips  of  from 
nine  to  fifteen  cars  on  grades  of  the  same 
nature  as  are  encountered  at  Kilsyth. 

Under  the  old  arrangement  with  separate 
tipples  the  locomotive  at  Sidney  did  not  come 
outside,  but  ran  ahead  of  its  loaded  trip 
straight  to  the  empty  track,  while  the  trip, 
following,  was  transferred  by  flying  switch  to 
the  track  for  loads.  The  locomotive,  hooking 
onto  the  empties,  then  hauled  them  back  to 
the  mine.  At  Oswald  the  same  general  scheme 
was  practiced,  but  the  locomotive  did  its 
switching  outside,  there  being  more  room 
there  than  at  Sidney  under  old  arrangement. 
Under  the  new  arrangement  it  is  intended  that 
each  locomotive  shall  come  out  at  the  head 
of  its  loaded  trip,  cut  off  just  in  front  of  the 
dump  and  cross  to  the  other  track  to  push  in 
the  empties. 

Work  at  Graham. 

Power  for  Graham,  already  producing  400 
tons  per  day  and  for  Tamroy,  just  being 
opened,  will  be  supplied  from  the  substation 
at  Graham  mine.  F.  Hindson  is  superinten¬ 
dent  for  Graham  and  Tamroy,,  and  Lewis 
Lewis  is  mine  foreihan  at  Graham. 

The  loads  come  out  of  the  main  entry  im¬ 
mediately  in  line  with  the  tipple.  The  loco¬ 
motive  cuts  off  runs  past  the  dump,  switches 
back  to  a  by-pass  track  and  runs  around  the 
waiting  empties  to  get  in  front  of  them  for 
hauling  them  back  to  the  mine. 

The  main  entry  turns  just  inside  the  open¬ 
ing  and  is  driven  approximately  parallel  to  the 
outcrop,  running  nearlv  level.  There  being 
only  a  single  track,  the  loaded  trip  blocks  the 
main  opening  and  occupies  the  track  for  a 
short  distance  inside.  The  empties  therefore 
are  taken  back  by  an  outside  road.  A  few 
hundred  feet  from  the  tipple  this  road  enters 
the  outcrop  and  reaches  the  main  entry  at  a 
point  well  beyond  the  tail  of  any  loaded  trip 
previously  brought  out. 

A  production  of  400  tons  is  here  secured, 
using  one  BB  Goodman  rack  locomotive,  as¬ 
sisted  by  six  mules  in  gathering.  There  are 
four  sidings  to  and  from  which  the  locomotive 


works,  hauling  regularly  nine  cars,  weighing 
about  5,000  pounds  gross  each. 

Turning  back  down  the  creek,  past  Kilsyth 
and  Macdonald,  to  within  two  miles  of  Glen 
Jean,  we  come  to  Derryhale,  one  of  the  older 
McKell  mines.  Here  T.  A.  Lewis  is  superin¬ 
tendent  and  S.  W.  Bryant  mine  foreman. 

Derryhale,  unlike  all  the  other  McKell  oper¬ 
ations,  is  served  directly  by  a  spur  from  the 
Loup  Creek  Branch  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 

The  power  plant  equipment  consists  of  two 
150  horsepower  horizontal  tubular  boilers,  fur¬ 
nishing  steam  for  a  150-kw.  belted  generator 
set,  as  also  for  the  engine  driving  the  mine 
far  which  is  of  the  Thayer  tvne. 


Rack  Locomotives 


No.  5] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


15 


Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


Charles  W.  Jackson,  manager  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  Agencv,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  spent  a  few  days 
in  Chicago  this  week.  He  reports  conditions  in 
the  south  far  from  satisfactory  and  most  of  the 
operations  are  running  but  little  more  than  half 

time.  .  ,TT1  . 

A.  J.  Baggs  of  the  Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel 
Company,  Barnesville,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  this 
week.  He  reports  business  conditions  all  through 
Ohio  in  much  better  shape  and  expects  that  all 
the  clouds  on  the  business  horizon  will  be  cleared 
away  shortly. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  Company,  Union  Trust  building,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  was  calling  on  the  trade  in  Chicago 
this  week.  From  the  Windy  City  he  is  going  to 
make  an  extensive  tour  of  the  southern  states 
and  does  not  expect  to  return  to  Cincinnati  until 
March  1st. 

The  Chicago  friends  of  M.  O.  Brooks,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  Coal  Company  of  Richmond, 
Va.,  have  received  letters  from  him  this  week 
containing  the  information  that  he  is  back  on 
the  job.  Mr.  Brooks  has  just  returned/  from 
a  vacation  spent  in  Havana. 

One  coal  jobber  located  in  the  Monadnock 
building  obtained  three  orders  this  week  from 
as  many  country  dealers  for  smokeless  lump  and 
egg  coal  at  $2.25  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  With¬ 
out  going  any  further  it  is  a  sure  bet  that  noth¬ 
ing  short  of  a  blast  from  Gabriel’s  horn  will 
ever  wake  those  dealers  up.  Smokeless  coal 
for  the  last  three  weeks  has  been  _  selling  at 
least  fifty  cents  a  ton  below  that  price. 

Ira  E.  Stevens  returned  to  Chicago  this  week 
from  an  extensive  eastern  trip  which  included 
the  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  coal  fields. 
He  has  just  completed  the  installation  of  a  ten- 
foot  Stevens  fan  at  the  Twin  Rocks,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  mine  for  the  Commercial  Coal  Mining 
Company  of  Philadelphia.  He  also  reports  the 
sale  of  two  5^-foot  Stevens  fans  for  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Coal  Company  of  Akron,  which  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  at  their  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  mines. 

The  rapidly  increasing  business  of  the  Roberts  ■ 
&  Schaefer  Company,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  made  it  necessary  that  additional  office 
space  be  secured  and  negotiations  are  under  way 
for  the  rental  of  the  entire  south  end  of  the 
twelfth  floor  of  the  Old  Colony  building.  This 
company  has  just- received  a  contract  to  design 
and  build  a  two-track  wooden  tipple  for  the 
Wyoming  Coal  Company,  Rock  Springs,  Wyo. 
This  tipple  will  have  a  daily  capacity  of  a  thou¬ 
sand  tons.  A  contract  has  also*  been  received 
to  design  and  erect  a  two-track  steel  tipple  for 
the  Superior  Coal  Company,  Superior,  Wyo., 
which  will  have  a  daily  capacity  of  two  thousand 
tons. 

Two  coal  men,  Chandler  F.  Lemmon  of  Chi¬ 
cago  and  Arthur  F.  Boos  of  Milwaukee,  dropped 
each  other  a  note  one  day  this  week.  It  hap¬ 
pened  that  both  letters  contained  personal  in¬ 
formation  of  identically  the  same  character. 
Both  of  them  said:  “I  was  married  last  week.” 
Mr.  Lemmon  stole  a  march  on  his  Chicago 
friends  on  Wednesday,  January  22,  and  went 
to  La  Porte,  Ind.,  where  he  married  Mrs.  Etta 
A.  Chandler.  This  was  not  only  a  surprise  to 
the  coal  men,  but  also  to  the  immediate  rela¬ 
tives  of  the  interested  couple.  Mr.  Boos,  who 
is  in  Milwaukee  representing  the  Milwaukee 
Western  Fuel  Company,  gave  the  information 
that  he  was  married  at  Milwaukee  on  Satur¬ 
day,  January  25.  The  coal  trade  is  now  con¬ 
gratulating  both  couples. 

One  day  last  week  there  was  a  meeting  of 
the  creditors  of  the  Great  Eastern  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  which  is  now  in  such  a  position  that  it 
is  compelled  to  wind  up  its  business.  The  re¬ 
sult  was  that  the  affairs  of  the  Great  Eastern 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  of 
creditors  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  this  com¬ 
pany,  these  creditors  being  other  coal  dealers. 
There  is  on  hand  a  quantity  of  Zeigler  nut, 
Brazil  block,  genuine  Hocking,  some  smokeless 
coal  and  a  small  amount  of  anthracite.  These 


dealers,  instead  of  making  a  sacrifice  of  this 
coal — which  has  to  be  moved  immediately — 
and  thus  breaking  the  market,  decided  to  make 
a  canvass  of  the  dealers  in  that  particular  ter¬ 
ritory  and  try  to  have  this  coal  absorbed  by 
the  regular  trade.  It  is  expected  the  affairs  of 
the  Great  Eastern  Coal  Company  will  be 
wound  up  in  a  very  short  time. 

Charles  A.  Lind  of  the  Commonwealth  Edi¬ 
son  Company  has  been  one  of  the  most  popular 
men  in  Chicago  for  the  last  week..  This  com¬ 
pany  had  a  pile  of  fine  coal  stored  at  one  of 
its  plants  and  the  pile  caught  on  fire,  necessi¬ 
tating  that  the  stocks  be  burned.  The  com¬ 
pany  intends  to  have  a  certain  amount  of  coal 
in  storage  at  all  times,  but  has  given  up  the 
idea  of  storing  fine  coal  and  consequently  is 
now  stocking  up  with  prepared  sizes  of  Car- 
terville.  The  company  is  burning  about  two 
thousand  tons  of  coal  a  day  and  as  the  effort  is 
to  have  on  hand  at  least  a  supply  sufficient 
for  ten  days  it  can  be  seen  that  before  Mr. 
Lind  gets  through  with  his  purchases  he  will 
have  laid  in  from  20,000  to  25,000  tons.  Spe¬ 
cific  information  as  to  the  exact  amount  of 
purchases  to  date  is  lacking,  but  the  coal  pur¬ 
chased  runs  into  the  thousands  of  tons. 

On  November  15  a  bunch  of  smokeless  coal 
was  shipped  into  Chicago  on  an  order,  but 
when  the  coal  arrived  it  was  of  such  low  grade 
that  the  purchaser  refused  to  accept  it.  At  the 
time  there  was  about  thirty  odd  cars  in  all 
and  part  of  this  coal  has  been  standing  on  the 
track  ever  since.  The  coal  remaining  unsold 
has  about  seventy-five  dollars  demurrage 
charges  accumulated.  If  anybody  hears  of 
some  extraordinary  bargains  in  smokeless  coal 
he  will  probably  find  that  this  is  the  coal.  The 
railroad  will  not  buy  it  because  it  is  said  that 
it  will  not  burn.  No  dealers  have  the  hardi¬ 
hood  to  take  on  such  a  burden  and  the  jobbers 
by  this  time  are  all  wise.  The  railroad  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  it  moved  have  agreed  to  change  the 
demurrage  charge  to  a  per  diem  car  service 
charge,  thus  cutting  the  service  bill  in  two  in 
order  to  help  out  the  shippers.  It  is  suggested 
that,  in  view  of  the  grade,  it  be  turned  over 
to  the  city  for  street  paving  purposes.  One 
of  the  railroad  men,  who  inspected  the  coal, 
recommended  to  the  company,  which  is  trying 
to  sell  it,  that  it  should  not  be  sold  to  a  coal 
company,  but  should  be  turned  over  to  a  firm 
of  roofers  as  it  contains  more  slate  than  coal. 

Last  week  a  number  of  complaints  were 
made  by  track  dealers  that  a  downtown  ship¬ 
per  of  smokeless  coal  was  selling  a  great  deal 
of  this  product  at  sacrifice  prices  to  dealers 
having  no  yards  or  tracks.  There  was  consid¬ 
erable  complaint  against  the  action  of  this 
company  because  this  was  trenching  upon  the 
territory  of  the  regular  track  dealers  and  was 
cutting  down  the  profits  on  heavy  investments 
they  had  made  last  summer  storing  coal.  The 
complaint  was  all  the  more  bitter  because  a 
number  of  the  track  dealers  were  paying  in¬ 
terest  on  money  borrowed  from  the  bank  with 
which  to  purchase  the  coal  then  in  storage.  The 
shipping  concern  which  was  sacrificing  this 
coal  was  located  on  Dearborn  street  no  more 
than  a  thousand  miles  or  so  from  the  corner 
of  Van  Buren.  It  happened  that  it  had  a  flood 
of  smokeless  coal  on  hand  of  which'  no  dispo¬ 
sition  could  be  made.  This  coal  either  had  to 
be  sold  at  sacrifice  prices  or  held  under  de¬ 
murrage  on  the  tracks.  Efforts  were  made  to 
place  it  with  the  regular  track  dealers,  but  it 
was  found  their  yards  were  full.  The  question, 
of  course,  came  up  whether  this  should  be 
sold  directly  to  the  small  dealer  or  whether 
it  should  be  allowed  to  accumulate  so  much 
demurrage  that  the  railroads  would  ultimately 
sell  it  for  charges.  The  concern  holding  the 
coal  decided  to  come  out  with  a  whole  skin 
if  possible  and  so  placed  the  coal  wherever  it 
could  find  a  lodgment.  There  is  a  moral  to 
this  sinful  tale  which  is  this:  It  is  not  a  safe 
policy  to  endeavor  to  make  Chicago  absorb 
and  consume  all  of  the  coal  produced  in  dull 
times  which  other  parts  of  the  country  cannot 
buy. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  held  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  John 
Sallmon  made  a  report  on  an  Investigation  into 
some  demurrage  rulings,  especially  pertaining 
to  the  Putkammer  case  on  the  south  side.  It 
seems  that  the  Putkammer  case  is  about  as 
follows:  A  number  of  cars  were  ordered  de¬ 
livered  to  that  company,  the  bill  of  lading 
reading,  “by  way  of  the  Burlington  railroad, 
care  of  the  Chicago  Terminal,  Chicago.”  Mr. 
Putkammer  has  two  yards  and  is  in  the  habit, 
after  the  car  reaches  the  terminal  line,  of  giv¬ 
ing  an  order  as  to  the  ultimate  destination  of 
the  car.  In  this  particular  case  it  is  Mr.  Sall- 
mon’s  belief,  supported  by  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Condon,  that  the  through  shipment  was  com¬ 
pleted  when  the  coal  was  delivered  to  the  ter¬ 
minal  railway  and  consequently  the  movement 
from  there  to  the  yard  constitutes  a  second 
instead  of  an  auxiliary  movement  such  as 
would  have  been  the  case  if  the  cars  had  been 
ordered  delivered  to  either  one  of  the  Put¬ 
kammer  yards.  Mr.  Sallmon  advised  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  and  in  this  he  is  supported  by  Attor¬ 
ney  Condon,  that  wherever  it  is  possible  it  is 
the  safest  course  to  pursue,  if  one  is  to  avoid 
demurrage,  to  have  the  ultimate  destination  of 
the  car  given  in  the  bill  of  lading.  Under  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  that  kind  a  railroad  cannot  go 
behind  its  bill  of  lading  provision  and  cannot 
refuse  to  deliver  the  car  after  it  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  at  the  mines  for  such  direct  shipment. 
By  cases  of  this  kind  the  Chicago  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  is  getting  a  liberal  education 
on  the  laws  pertaining  to  the  rights  of  a  ship¬ 
per  in  transportation  movements. 

An  interesting  suit,  brought  by  Otto  H. 
Hedrich  &  Company  against  the  Plamondon 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Chicago  for  $194.20, 
has  just  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff. 
The  case  was  heard  before  Judge  McKenzie 
Cleland  in  the  Municipal  court,  who  rendered 
his  decision  without  hearing  all  the  statements 
of  the  defendants.  The  peculiar  case  was  that 
the  Plamondon  Company  ordered  a  carload  of 
coke  from  Hedrich  &  Company  and  was  in¬ 
formed  over  the  telephone  that  the  shipment 
was  being  made  in  a  hopper  bottom  rack  car. 
No  objection  was  made  at  the  time  of  this  no¬ 
tification  to  the  form  of  equipment,  but  when 
the  coke  arrived  at  the  consumers’  yard  it  was 
refused  because  the  Plamondon  company 
claimed  it  would  cost  an  unnecessary  amount 
to  have  the  car  unloaded.  The  contention  was 
set  up  in  the  court  that  the  bottom  of  this 
car  came  within  three  inches  of  the  ground 
and  was  so  inordinately  high  that  the  coke 
practically  could  not  be  shoveled  out.  The  de¬ 
cision  therefore  hinged  on  whether  the  equip¬ 
ment  used  for  the  delivery  of  the  car  of  coke 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  merchantable 
quality  of  the  product,  the  Plamondon  Com¬ 
pany  making  the  claim  that  the  coke  was  not 
merchantable.  After  hearing  all  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  the  judge  made  the  statement  that  the 
class  of  equipment  had  absolutely  nothing  to 
do  with  the  merchantable  qualities  of  the  coke 
and  illustrated  this  by  saying  that  if  a  dealer 
in  grain  had  ordered  a  carload  of  grain  deliv¬ 
ered  to  his  elevator  and  the  shipper,  failing 
to  find  any  other  equipment,  had  moved  this 
commodity  in  a  Pullman  palace  car  the  con¬ 
signee  would  be  compelled  to  accept  it  pro¬ 
vided  no  objections  were  made  to  the  grade  of 
the  grain  itself.  In  this  particular  case  the 
objections  were  solely  to  the  class  of  equip¬ 
ment  and  not  to  the  quality  of  the  coke  and 
consequently  the  judge  decided  in  favor  of 
Hedrich  &  Company,  giving  them  a  judgment 
for  $194.20.  In  the  original  dispute  between 
Hedrich  &  Company  and  the  Planiondon  Com¬ 
pany  the  plaintiff  refused  to  take  back  the 
coke  and  the  defendant  refused  to  accept  it. 
The  commodity  was  up  to  demurrage  and  was 
ultimately  sold  by  the  transportation  company 
to  pay  transportation  costs.  It  is  expected 
this  case  will  be  appealed  to  the  higher  courts 
and  in  case  it  is  it  will  prove  one  of  the  most 
interesting  matters  before  the  shippers  and 
consignees. 
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There  are  in  the  retail  coal  business  some  men  who 
make  it  a  practice  to  refuse  coal  shipped  on  their 
orders.  The  object  is  to  get  a  reduction  in  price. 
Various  pretexts  are  used — poor  quality;  substitution 
of  an  inferior  for  a  superior  grade  of  coal;  inferior  preparation,  or  what 
not?  'In  reality  the  coal  is  all  right.  The  man  who  refuses  it  is  wrong. 

He  knows  that  the  shippers  are  long  suffering.  He  knows  that  suits 
in  the  courts  cost  money.  He  knows  that  the  shippers  cannot  investi¬ 
gate  each  particular  case  and  he  hopes,  by  making  a  complaint  of  some 
kind,  to  get  the  agreed  price  scaled  down.  He  would  like  to  have  a 
gratuitous  reduction  of  forty  or  fifty  cents  a  ton.  Often  he  succeeds  in 
this  dishonest  method,  but  occasionally  he  runs  against  a  snag.  Just 
now  the  temptations  to  play  this  trick  are  double.  For  one  thing,  the 
profits  are  small  and  the  dealer  is  hard  put  to  make  any  money.  For 
another,  numerous  yards  are  placed  under  a  single  management 
and  an  assistant  manager  is  appointed  for  each  of  the  subsidiary  yards, 
obtaining  a  small  salary  and  a  commission.  It  is  a  temptation  to  him  to 
do  anything  that  will  increase  his  individual  profits.  Consequently,  any¬ 
thing  which  will  aid  in  this  direction  is  used  to  fatten  the  purse  of  this 
individual.  Given  a  small  yard  manager,  who  is  not  over  scrupulous  as 
to  methods,  any  pretext  to  get  a  reduction  in  price  will  be  adopted.  The 
shipper  bears  the  burden,  being  expected  to  make  good  the  profits  of  the 
retailer  and  his  agent. 

These  dishonest  methods  have  been  carried  on  for  so  long  and  are 
increasing  to  such  an  extent  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  shippers  to 
stand  together.  It  is  urged  that  they  cannot  act  too  strongly  in  this  mat¬ 
ter,  even  if  they  have  to  form  a  protective  association.  The  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  retail  coal  dealers  are  honest  men.  The  retail  coal  associa¬ 
tions  have  done  as  much  as  they  can  to  wipe  out  these  dishonest  methods. 
The  few  men  who  follow  practices  of  this  kind  are  getting  to  be  known 
to  both  the  retailers  and  to  the  shippers.  The  elimination  of  these  men 
from  the  trade  or  a  reform  of  their  methods  is  important  to  both  the 
shipper  and  the  retailer  and  :it  would  seem  that  both  should  stand  together 
in  any  organization  having  for  its  purpose  the  reform  of  these  methods. 


Many  shippers  and  jobbers  have  withdrawn  salesmen  from  the  road. 
Why?  Do  they  hope  that  business  will  drift  into  the  office  any  more 
naturally  in  dull  times  than  good.  Business  don’t  drift  nowadays — it  has 
to  be  dragged. 


Will  business  men  in  general  ever  learn  to  let  well 
Letting  Well  enough  alone?  Six  months  ago  we  had  plenty  of 
Enough  Alone  business,  but  not  enough  cars  or  money— so  we 
thought.  Today  we  have  an  abundance  of  cars  and 
money  to  burn,  but  no  business.  , 

There  seems  to  be  a  lack  of  harmony  somewhere,  but  just  where 
it  is  does  not  appear  to  be  generally  known.  Six  months  ago,  if  we 
had  had  all  the  cars  and  money  we  wanted,  we  would  have  over-produced 
and  thus  would  have  quickened  the  reaction  and,  by  force  of  the  over¬ 


production,  would  have  delayed  the  recovery.  The  thing  that  apparently 
was  wrong  was  that  the  individual  became  over-ambitious  and  wanted 
too  much  for  himself.  In  the  coal  trade  it  was  every  individual  against 
every  other  individual  and  the  trade  as  a  whole  against  every  other  trade. 
We  complained  very  bitterly  of  the  conditions  that  existed,  making  com¬ 
mon  cause  against  any  one  who  limited  our  field  of  activity.  We  now 
see  that  more  cars — even  better  service,  if  you  will — would  not  have  been 
a  panacea.  An  abundance  of  money  is  not  a  sure  cure  for  all  things,  else 
with  easier  money  and  more  cars  general  business  would  now  start  up 
anew.  The  thing  that  caused  the  breakdown  and  is  delaying  the  recov¬ 
ery  was  not,  and  is  not  a  lack  of  cars  and  money,  but  the  absence  of  con¬ 
fidence. 

Maybe  if  we  had  let  things  alone  and  let  them  take  their  course  for 
a  while  we  might  not  have  destroyed  confidence  when  we  did.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  a  healthy  state  of  mind  when  one  can  leave  well  enough  alone. 
It  makes  the  individual  more  comfortable  and  does  not  disturb  the  gen¬ 
eral  relations.  Business  is  going  to  revive  in  a  short  while  and  with  the 
revival  of  business  will  come  the  necessity  to  think  over  the  mistakes  we 
have  made  in  the  past.  It  will  not  be  a  bad  policy  to  adopt  the  late  Sen¬ 
ator  Hanna’s  slogan:  “Let  well  enough  alone.” 


Any  organization  which  plans  to  pension  a  faithful  officer  who  wrecked 
his  health  in  its  interest  is  not  all  bad.  Since  the  United  Mine  Workers 
are  talking  of  thus  rewarding  John  Mitchell  in  this  way,  the  coal  trade  is 
revising  its  opinions  of  the  union. 


On  Thursday  of  this  week  the  joint  meeting  of  the 
Mine  Workers’  Union  and  the  operators  of  western 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  began  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Indianapolis  to  determine  whether  another  joint 
conference  is  to  be  entered  into.  It  is  not  the  intention  to  discuss  here 
the  questions  likely  to  be  involved  in  this  discussion,  but  to  point  out  some 
possible  consequences  of  a  disagreement  upon  the  market  conditions. 

If  the  operators  consent  to  an  early  meeting  with  the  Mine  Workers,  say, 
about  the  middle  of  February,  it  would  be  known  before  the  1st  of  March 
whether  the  two  sides  to  the  controversy  were  going  to  be  able  to  agree.  In 
case  it  was  decided  that  a  strike  was  inevitable  there  would  be  fully  one 
month  between  the  decision  to  strike  and  the  calling  of  the  strike  itself.  This 
would  be  a  month  given  over  to  the  coal  miners  in  which  to  strengthen  their 
case  against  the  coal  operators.  In  that  month  parts  of  the  miners  could 
very  easily  arrange  it  so  that  the  mines  would  never  be  able  to  run  full  and 
consequently  so  that  no  stocks  of  coal  could  be  collected.  When  it  came 
down  to  the  1st  of  April,  when  the  strike  was  actually  declared,  the  oper¬ 
ators  would  have  no  surplus  supply  of  coal  upon  which  to  rely  to  run  their 
customers  through  the  period  when  the  strike  would  be  in  existence. 

It  has  been  apparent  for  some  time  that  the  mines  which  are  run  by 
non-union  labor  have  been  exceedingly  anxious  for  a  strike  of  the  union 
workmen.  Under  such  circumstances  the  non-union  mines  would  be  in  a 
position  to  supply  the  whole  demand  of  the  trade  and  consequently  to  increase 
their  production  absolutely  to  the  maximum  capacity  of  their  mines.  Thus 
western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  would  delegate  to  West 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  the  right  to  sell  coal  in  their  territory  during  the 
period  of  the  strike.  This  is  very  good  business  for  West  Virginia  -and  Ken¬ 
tucky,  but  it  cannot  be  seen  where  any  profit  would  accrue  to  the  operators 
who  were  waging  a  war  with  their  employes. 

Unquestionably  it  would  be  advantageous  if  the  mines  could  be  closed 
down  for  a  part  of  this  spring.  It  would  be  better  if  they  could  be  closed 
down  without  a  strike  than  with  one,  because  then  the  burden  of  the  cur¬ 
tailment,  as  far  as  the  operators  were  concerned,  would  be  borne  equally 
by  the  six  major  coal  producing  states,  whereas  through  a  strike  the  burden 
would  be  borne  entirely  by  four  states,  to  the  material  profit  of  the  other  two. 
Th(E  Black  Diamond,  in  this  connection,  suggests  that  if  the  operators  have 
any  intention  of  forcing  a  strike  this  spring  they  should  at  least  delay  the 
decision  until  as  near  the  1st  of  April  as  possible,  so  that  the  miners  will 
not  have  a  chance  of  curtailing  production  during  March  and  thus  reducing 
the  supply  of  coal  coming  from  the  mines  in  the  interstate  agreement,  so 
that  they  will  have  none  with  which  to  supply  the  customers  during  the  period 
of  the  strike. 


Overproduction  is  a  death  blow  to  profits.  Remember  this  when  tempted 
to  ship  unsold  coal  to  a  market  already  congested.  It  might  do  no  harm 
to  figure  out  how  many  others  are  doing  the  same  thing. 


Dishonesty  of 
Retailers. 


The  Labor 
Dispute. 
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May  Not  Call  an  Interstate  Conference. 


Bulletin — Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  31,  2 
p.  m. —  ( Special  Telegram.) — The  operators  and 
miners  have  taken  a  recess  for  luncheon.  It 
looks  now  as  if  they  would  adjourn  today,  with¬ 
out  taking  action,  intending  to  meet  again  about 
February  20. 

The  operators  have  asked  the  miners  to  con¬ 
tinue  work  after  April  1  on  the  present  scale, 
until  definite  terms  can  be  agreed  to.  The  miners 
have  not  replied. 

Two-thirds  of  the  Illinois  delegation  is  stand¬ 
ing  firm  for  a  readjustment  of  the  state  scale. 
The  other  third  is  wavering.  Indiana,  Ohio  and 
western  Pennsylvania  are  talking  of  entering  an 
agreement  with  the  miners,  leaving  Illinois  to 
fight  its  battles,  alone.  Such  a  stand  seems  im¬ 
possible  because  of  the  position  in  which  Indiana 
would  be  left  should  Illinois  win  its  fight.  The 
general  situation  hinges  on  Illinois  and  the  Illi¬ 
nois  situation  hinges  on  the  rigidity  of  the  back¬ 
bones  of  its  operators.  If  the  wavering  one- 
third  overcomes  the  strong  stand  of  the  other 
two-thirds  barriers  to  an  agreement  may  disap¬ 
pear  rapidly. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  30. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — After  a  strenuous  day  of  negotia¬ 
tion  backward  and  forward  between  the  operators 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  between  the  miners  and  operators, 
there  seems  to  be  no  very  good  prospect  of  a 
call  being  issued  for  a  resumption  of  the  inter¬ 
state  movement. 

The  sentiment  among  the  operators  and  miners 
is  favorable  to  a  resumption  of  the  joint  confer¬ 


ence  plan  of  making  a  wage  settlement  but  the  at¬ 
titude  of  the  Illinois  operators  is  a  stumbling 
block.  They  arrived  today  in  three  special  Pull¬ 
mans  from  Chicago  and  at  once  notified  the  oper¬ 
ators  from  other  states  that  they  won’t  stand 
for  an  interstate  convention  until  their  condi¬ 
tions  in  Illinois  are  made  the  same  as  elsewhere. 
There  is  very  little  prospect  of  the  Illinois  min¬ 
ers  making  such  concessions,  as  they  refused 
to  call  all  their  delegates  together  today  to  meet 
their  employers. 

The  operators  from  the  other  states  do  not  seem 
to  take  the  Illinois  operators  very  seriously  and 
some  of  them  say  they  will  not  help  them  gain 
their  point  with  their  miners.  The  Illinois  oper¬ 
ators  do  not  seem  to  be  a  unit  in  their  demands, 
but  a  majority  declare  they  will  not  go  into  an¬ 
other  interstate  conference  under  the  old  condi¬ 
tions.  All  of  the  operators  held  state  meetings 
this  afternoon  and  there  was  another  general 
conference  tonight.  It  was  very  brief.  It  was 
decided  that  a  meeting  will  be  held  with  the 
miners  tomorrow  morning  at  which  the  problems 
under  consideration  will  be  discussed.  The  min¬ 
ers  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  a  joint  confer¬ 
ence  and  are  insisting  that  it  shall  be  held  at 
once. 

Among  the  operators,  however,  there  is  no  dis¬ 
position  to  hurry.  Many  of  them  doubtless  feel 
that  business  has  not  been  very  good  and  that 
they  may  gain  something  if  there  should  be  a 
brief  disturbance  or  suspension  during  which  the 
surplus  now  on  hand  could  be  wiped  out.  How¬ 
ever,  if  the  Illinois  operators  and  miners  come 
to  terms,  a  joint  conference  may  be  held  right 
away.  The  suggestion  was  made  tonight  that 
the  miners  be  urged  tomorrow  to  leave  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  arranging  for  a  conference  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  committees  of  the  operators  and  miners  of 
the  states  involved  and  that  they  be  instructed 
to  make  a  report  before  the  expiration  of  the 
present  scale,  April  1. 

Glenn  W.  Traer,  president  of  the  Illinois  oper¬ 
ators’  state  organization,  said  this  morning  that 
the  present  conditions  were  disadvantageous  to 
Illinois  operators,  and  that  they  could  not  join  in 


a  call  that  would  work  to  a  continuance  of  this 
disadvantage. 

“Do  you  expect  a  joint  wage  conference  to  be 
called?”  he  was  asked. 

“No,”  he  replied,  “I  don’t  see  that  it  is  possible 
at  this  time  for  the  entire  old  central  competitive 
field.  We  have  no  objections  to  the  operators 
and  miners  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  meeting  in  a  joint  conference  and  leav¬ 
ing  us  to  settle  our  affairs  with  our  miners.” 

President  J.  C.  Kolsem,  of  the  Indiana  oper¬ 
ators,  was  asked  if  such  a  course  would  be 
adopted.  “I  can  not  say  what  may  happen  at 
this  time.  No  one  knows  now.  Of  course,  the 
Indiana  operators  are  on  record  as  favoring  the 
issuance  of  a  call  for  a  joint  conference.” 

At  the  meeting  this  morning,  H.  M.  Taylor, 
the  new  president  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  was  chosen  chairman,  and  C.  L.  Scroggs, 
secretary.  President  Traer  stated  the  griev¬ 
ances  of  the  Illinois  operators  in  positive 
terms,  and  Harry  Taylor  fenced  with  the  op¬ 
erators  of  the  other  states  for  some  time. 

He  and  some  other  Illinois  operators  did 
not  show  such  determined  opposition  to  a  joint 
conference.  H.  L.  Chapman,  of  Ohio;  Presi¬ 
dent  J.  C.  Kolsem  and  Secretary  Phil  Penna, 
of  the  Indiana  operators,  and  President  Taylor, 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  and  Mr. 
Dempster,  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  spoke. 
The  speeches  showed  that  the  principal  oppo¬ 
sition  to  issuing  a  joint  call  lies  in  Illinois,  and 
that  the  operators  in  that  state  are  not  of  one 
mind. 

Among  the  Indiana  operators  are  President 
J.  C.  Kolsem  and  Secretary  Phil  Penna,'  of  the 
Indiana  Operators’  Association;  A.  M.  Ogle, 
the  head  of  the  big  Vandalia  Coal  Company’s 
interests;  J.  Smith  Talley,  John  K.  Seifert,  of 
the  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Company;  Hugh 
Shirkie,  of  the  Dering  Company;  Ed  Wilford, 
of  the  United  Fourth  Vein;  Harry  Little,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  big  Little  interests  in  “the 
Pocket,”  and  Dave  Ingle,  of  the  Ingle  inter¬ 
ests. 


Engineering  Experiment  Stations  are  Needed. 


Congressman  McKinley,  of  Illinois,  has  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  60th  Congress  a  bill  known  as 
H.  R.  9230,  which  has  for  its  purpose  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  states  to  establish  engi¬ 
neering  experimental  stations  by  extending  a 
small  amount  of  federal  aid  to  such  stations 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  them  going. 

This  movement  is  in  the  direction  of  round¬ 
ing  out  the  federal  policy  inaugurated  at  the 
time  the  state  colleges  of  agriculture  and  me¬ 
chanic  arts  were  established.  Mr.  McKinley’s 
attention  was  attracted  to  the  matter  by  the 
success  of  the  engineering  experiment  station 
of  the  University  of  Illinois.  This  bill,  and 
the  possibilities  which  arise  therefrom,  has  at¬ 
tracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  among  those 
who  are  studying  the  subject  of  proper  mining 
development  and  the  mechanic  arts.  They  be¬ 
lieve  that  similar  stations  in  the  various  states 
would  do  an  immense  amount  of  good  in  per¬ 
mitting  economic  development  of  our  mining 
interests  and  stimulating  manufacturing.  As 
each  state  has  its  own  problems  to-solve  the 
bill  is  purposely  made  broad  and  the  different 
states  are  left  free  to  direct  the  work  as  much 
as  the  legal  requirements  seem  to  warrant. 
The  stations  provided  in  this  bill  may  be  es¬ 
tablished  at  any  state  school  but  unless  definite 
action  is  taken  by  the  state  the  aid  will  go  to 
the  land  grant  colleges. 

Those  who  have  been  at  all  familiar  with  the 
work  of  the  experiment  station  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois  understand  what  that  insti¬ 
tution  has  already  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
coal  trade  of  the  west.  One  of  the  subjects 
that  has  engaged  its  serious  attention  within  the 
last  few  years,  has  been  the  burning  of  Illi¬ 


nois  coal  without  smoke.  Practically  every 
theory  that  has  been  advanced,  regarding  the 
complete  combustion  of  coal,  has  been  given  a 
thorough  hearing  at  this  institution  and  all  of 
the  experiments  have  been  applied  to  the  use 
of  Illinois  coal  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid 
smoke.  In  this  way  the  University  of  Illinois 
has  not  only  made  a  study  of  a  general  prop¬ 
osition,  and  therefore  has  added  to  the  com¬ 
mon  knowledge  on  that  subject,  but  it  has  also 
applied  its  energies  to  the  solution  of  a  strictly 
local  question  and  has  endeavored,  conse¬ 
quently,  to  put  the  coal  produced  from  Illinois 
mines  upon  a  better  footing  with  the  consum¬ 
ers  in  the  market  contiguous  to  the  Illinois 
mines. 

The  McKinley  bill  endeavors  to  aid  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  acquiring  practical  information  on  the 
subjects  connected  with  the  mechanic  arts  and 
the  science  of  engineering  and  to  aid  in  experi¬ 
ments  respecting  the  application  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  mechanic  arts  and  the  science  of  engi¬ 
neering.  In  order  to  do  this  it  proposes  to 
establish,  under  the  direction  of  colleges  hav¬ 
ing  engineering  departments,  a  department  to 
be  known  as  the  engineering  experiment  sta¬ 
tion.  In  any  state  or  territory,  in  which  two 
such  colleges  have  been  established,  the  ap¬ 
propriation  from  the  government  will  go  to 
the  college  which  is  especially  equipped  for 
work  in  the  mechanical  arts  and  sciences  of 
engineering.  Where  two  colleges  are  espe¬ 
cially  equipped  for  such  work  the  appropriation 
will  be  divided  equally  between  them  unless 
the  legislatures  of  the  state  or  territory  direct 
otherwise.  It  is  the  plan  that  these  experi¬ 


ment  stations  shall  conduct  original  researches 
or  to  verify  experiments  relating  to  the  prop¬ 
erties  of  material  employed  in  manufacturing, 
building  and  constructional  operations  and  in 
fact  to  study  anything  that  pertains  to  engi¬ 
neering. 

In  order  that  this  work  may  be  carried  on 
successfully  the  government  provides  an 
annual  appropriation,  out  of  the  treasury,  for 
the  endowment  and  maintenance  of  these  ex¬ 
perimental  stations  the  sum  of  $30,000  to  be 
paid  to  each  state  or  territory  to  be  applied 
to  paying  the  expenses  incident  to  such  ^a 
work.  Out  of  the  first  five  annual  appropria¬ 
tions  received  by  any  station  an  aggregate 
amount  not  exceeding  $30,000  may  be  ex¬ 
pended  in  the  erection,  enlargement  or  repair 
of  a  building  or  buildings  necessary  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  work.  Thereafter  an  amount  not 
exceeding  five  per  cent  of  such  annual  appro¬ 
priations  may  be  expended.  The  sums  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  states  and  territories  for  the 
further  enlargement  of  engineering  stations 
shall  be  paid  in  equal  quarterly  payment  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  April,  July  and 
October  of  each  year  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  upon  the  warrant  of  the  secretary 
of  the  interior,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  to  the  treasurer  or  other  officer 
duly  appointed  by  the  governing  boards  of 
such  experiment  stations  to  receive  the  same. 
And  such  officers  shall  be  required  to  report 
to  the  secretary  of  the  interior  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  September  of  each  year  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  amount  so  received 
and  of  its  disbursement. 
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Chicago  Market. 


The  Weather  Helps  Retailers,  But  Stocks 
Are  Too  Heavy  for  Shippers 
to  Be  Benefited. 


Weather  conditions  in  the  Chicago  market 
have  been  all  that  the  coal  man  could  possibly 
have  desired,  within  the  last  week,  and  yet  the 
buying  of  the  retailers  has  not  advanced  whole¬ 
sale  prices.  It  is  evident  that  the  coal  trade 
needs  something  more  than  weather  just  now 
to  help  improve  conditions.  For  instance,  it 
could  stand  further  curtailment  in  production 
of  some  grades  and  an  increase  in  consump¬ 
tion  by  the  steam  plants  would  be  a  material 
aid. 

Production  has  been  curtailed  to  a  certain 
extent  by  the  operators  in  The  smokeless  pro¬ 
ducing  district  and  also  by  some  of  the  oper¬ 
ators  in  the  Illinois  fields.  This  will  have  its 
influence  probably  next  week,  the  weakness  in 
the  trade  for  the  last  week  being  due  to  the 
necessity  to  clean  up  some  of  the  overplus  of 
coal  shipped  in  here  previously.  The  improved 
weather  conditions  which  have  brought  about 
heavier  consumption  of  fuel  and  the  curtailed 
production  have  given  the  market  a  little 
stronger  tone.  This,  taken  with  the  fact  that 
some  industrial  concerns  are  now  talking  of 
resuming  activity  and  especially  taken  with  the 
prospect  of  a  suspension  of  mine  activity  after 
the  1st  of  April  for  at  least  a  month,  gives  a 
prospect  of  a  very  much  better  market  for 
February  and  March  than  was  seen  during  De¬ 
cember  and  January.  The  coal  man  is  really 
expecting  to  make  some  profits  during  the  next 
two  months,  but  whether  he  does  or  not  will 
depend  entirely  on  whether  the  present  proph¬ 
esies  are  fulfilled. 

The  best  line  upon  the  labor  situation  is  that 
the  outlook  is  decidedly  uncertain.  The  appar¬ 
ent  fact  is  that  the  officials  of  the  operators’ 
organization  and  of  the  Mine  Workers’  Union 
are  practically  agreed  now  as  to  what  the  out¬ 
come  of  any  interstate  wage  conference  should 
be.  This  agreement  of  the  officials  of  the  two 
sides  to  the  controversy  may  be  offset  in  part 
by  the  attitudes  of  the  supporters  of  each.  Add 
to  this  the  fact  that  the  various  states  must 
agree  among  themselves  before  they  enter  a 
joint  conference  and  it  seems  entirely  probable 
that  the  mines  will  be  closed,  pending  nego¬ 
tiations,  for  the  better  part  of  April. 

The  anthracite  market  is  livelier  this  week, 
as  far  as  retail  trade  is  concerned,  although 
the  influence  of  the  cold  weather  has  not 
reached  back  to  the  producer.  While  the  yards 
of  the  retailers,  therefore,  are  being  cleaned  up 
this  has  not,  so  far,  resulted  in  any  increased 
demand  from  the  shippers.  There  is  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  lump  and  egg  on  hand,  although  so 
far  the  smaller  sizes  have  not  glutted  the  mar¬ 
ket. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  County  coal  is  picking  up  just  a 
little  in  the  country  and  there  is  not  so  much 
tendency  to  sacrifice  the  product  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market.  The  tone,  therefore,  is  reason¬ 
ably  strong.  Whe  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Chunks,  $2.50  to  $2.75;  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65;  1 yA- 
inch  steam  lump,  $2.35  to  $2.65;  domestic  nut, 
$2.55  to  $2.65.  The  top  prices  quoted  herewith 
prevail  in  the  country  trade. 

Third  Vein  coal  is  about  holding  its  own  in 
the  country,  but  the  production  and  sales  are 
still  below  normal.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines:  Mine-run;  $2.50;  chunks,  $2,75;  stand¬ 
ard  lump,  $2.65;  washed  nut,  $2.65;  screenings, 
$1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  has  been  bothered  this  week 
by  the  fact  that  a  couple  of  mines,  which  have 
no  contracts,  have  been  trying  to  dispose  of  a 
major  portion  of  their  product  on  the  Chicago 
market,  this  resulting  in  a  slaughtering  of 
values.  On  direct  shipments  from  the  mine 
we  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.70; 
2-inch  egg  or  lump,  $2.00;  No.  1  nut,  $1.85; 
screenings,  $1.30  to  $1.35.  These  prices  have 
been  shaded  from  ten  to  twenty  cents. 

Springfield  mine-run— the  genuine  article — 
has  been  pretty  well  cleaned  up  this  week,  al¬ 


though  some  coal  from  the  Wabash  has  still 
been  coming  in  and  passing  for  Springfield. 
There  is  practically  no  genuine  Springfield 
mine-run  in  the  market  and  this  makes  that 
article  reasonably  strong.  Nut  has  also  been 
scarce.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run, 
$1.70;  screenings,  $1.30;  nut,  $1.80;  egg  or  lump, 
$2.25;  lJ4-inch  lump,  $1.90. 

Lincoln  coal  is  strong  because  this  is  main¬ 
ly  a  domestic  coal  and  the  buying  from  retail¬ 
ers  has  shown  a  marked  improvement.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  Chunks,  $2.25 ;  egg, 
$2.50;  mine-run,  $1.75;  screenings,  $1.30;  nut, 
$2.00;  lj^-inch  lump,  $2.00. 

Carterville  coal,  that  was  up  to  demurrage  a 
week  ago,  has  been  cleaned  up  rather  com¬ 
pletely  and  as  a  result  -the  market  is  fairly 
strong  with  the  best  demand  in  the  country 
trade.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  Chi¬ 
cago  delivery:  Mine-run,  90  cents  to  $1.00; 
lj/2-incfli  screenings,  40  cents  to  50  cents;  lump 
or  egg,  $1.50  to  $1.75. 

Clinton  coals  show  a  rather  decided  improve¬ 
ment  for  this  week  and  the  feeling  in  the  trade 
is  that  the  outlook  is  satisfactory.  Some  good 
buying  has  been  in  evidence.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago:  Screenings,  $1.35  to  $1.40;  mine- 
run,  $1.70  to  $1.80;  4-inch  domestic  lump,  $2.30 
to  $2.40;  steam  lump,  $1.95  to  $2.00. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  County  is  stronger  on 
the  Chicago  market  and  the  country  trade  is 
picking  up  some.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Chunks  or  egg,  $2.30  to  $2.55;  steam  lump, 
$2.30  to  $2.45. 

Brazil  Block  is  still  holding  its  own  as  far 
as  price  is  concerned.  In  Chicago  the  coal  is 
selling  for  $2.95,  while  in  the  country  the  price 
is  $3.05  in  box  cars. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

The  cold  wave  which  struck  Chicago  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  last  week  and  which  kept  the  tern-, 
perature  down  to  a  point  where  considerable 
coal  had  to  be  burned,  has  strengthened  the 
Hocking  market.  Moreover,  most  of  the  coal 
that  was  up  to  demurrage  has  been  sold.  There 
is  less  low  grade  coal  passing  for  Hocking,  on 
this  market,  and  the  prices  consequently  are 
pretty  close  to  circular.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Standard  Hocking,  $3.00  to  $3.15; 
Jackson  Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8,  $2.80. 

Kanawha  coal  is  still  a  little  weak.  Some 
splint,  not  of  high  grade,  has  been  quoted  at 
low  prices,  but  the  generality  of  the  product  is 
within  fifteen  or  twenty  cents  of  the  circular. 
For  the  better  grades  of  splint  coal  we  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $3.25  to  $3.40. 

Youghiogheny  shipments  into  the  Chicago 
market  have  been  no  heavier  than  contracts 
called  for  and  consequently  the  market  is  prac¬ 
tically  nominal.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Three-fourths-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  fy-inch 
steam,  $3.05  to  $3.15;  lj^-inch  lump,  $3.15  to 
$3.25. 

Smokeless  coal  is  still  demoralized  pending 
the  result  of  the  action  of  the  operators  in 
cutting  down  production  and  pending  the  clean¬ 
ing  up  of  some  coal  up  to  demurrage.  Last 
week  the  smokeless  operators  curtailed  pro¬ 
duction  by  shutting  down  the  mines  Thursday 
and  Saturday  and  on  Monday  oi  this  week  the 
mines  worked  only  half  a  day.  Mine-run  up 
to  demurrage  can  be  bought  for  75  cents  to 
$1.00,  while  lump  and  egg  is  sold  as  low  as 
$1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  although  the  generality 
of  the  price  runs  about  $1.65  and  up.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  For  standard  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  mine-run,  $3.00  to  $3.50;  egg  or 
lump,  $3.75  to  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  shipped  into  Chicago  in 
about  such  quantities  as  will  supply  the  con¬ 
tract  demand.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Three-fourths-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  j4-inch 
steam,  $3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Coke  prices  remain  unchanged  for  the  week, 
but  the  buying  has  not  been  resumed  on  a  large 
scale  and  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  pro¬ 
ducers  to  curtail  output.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Connellsville,  $5.25;  Wise  County, 
$5.00;  West  Virginia,  $5.00;  48-hour,  $4.25;  by¬ 
product,  $5.00;  gas  house,  $4.75. 


General  Review. 


Colder  Weather  and  Buying  for  Storage 
Will  Give  a  Good  Trade  for 
February. 

Conditions  in  the  coal  trade  point  clearly  to 
the  probability  of  a  suspension  of  the  mines 
during  April.  This  does  not  signify  a  strike 
of  necessity,  but  rather  an  inability  to  har¬ 
monize  the  differences  of  operators  and  of 
operators  and  miners,  in  a  comparatively  short 
time.  The  leaders  on  both  sides  are  virtually 
agreed  as  to  what  the  next  contract  should 
contain,  but  the  following  is  not  yet  in  line. 

In  anticipation  of  reduced  output,  for  one 
month,  some  of  the  consumers  are  reported  as 
ready  to  purchase  coal  for  storage.  The  action 
of  the  Commonwealth  Edison  Company  in  buy¬ 
ing  a  large  block  of  Carterville  coal  was  mis¬ 
interpreted  in  this  regard,  this  concern  merely 
intending  to  replace  a  storage  pile,  perpetually 
kept  on  hand,  but  recently  destroyed  by  fire. 
One  western  railroad  is  reported  as  in  the 
market  for  25,000  tons  of  Illinois  coal.  It  has 
not  contracted  as  yet,  but  is  expected  to  do  so 
within  the  week  and  other  railroads  are  likely 
to  follow.  It  can  hardly  be  said  that  heavy 
buying  is  a  feature  right  now,  but  inquiries 
are  increasing  and  the  quota  shipped  on  old 
contracts  is  being  increased  rapidly,  especially 
to  concerns  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
car  parts.  The  awakening  in  the  manufactur¬ 
ing  industry,  thus  evidenced,  has  not  reached 
back  so  far  to  the  steel  making  interests  as 
is  exemplified  by  the  slack  demand  for  coke 
and  the  rather  heavy  curtailment  of  produc¬ 
tion. 

In  some  instances  the  coke  output  has  been 
cut  down  fully  fifty  per  cent  since  the  arrival 
of  the  present  period  of  industrial  inaction. 
Until  the  reviving  of  business  has  reached  back 
to  the  steel  trade  and  consequently  until  the 
production  of  coke  has  been  increased  there 
will  be  no  warrant  for  enlarging  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  steam  coals.  It  was  long  before  the 
coal  operators  could  realize  the  necessity  for 
curtailed  production  and  in  fact  some  of  them 
have  just  now  reached  that  point.  Within 
the  week  output  has  been  curtailed  further, 
especially  in  central  Illinois  and  in  the  West 
Virginia  field,  principally  in  the  territory  from 
which  smokeless  coal  is  derived.  The  imme¬ 
diate  result  was  beneficial  to  the  general  mar¬ 
ket  in  that  it  eliminated  two  sources  of  over¬ 
production  and  consequently  two  causes  for 
extraordinary  depreciation  in  prices.  It  will 
take  probably  the  better  part  of  the  week  for 
working  off  some  of  the  overplus  of  coal  col¬ 
lected  at  various  commercial  centers,  but  after 
that  even  the  steam  market  should  have  a  bet¬ 
ter  tone. 

The  turn  of  the  weather  has  increased  the 
buying  from  the  retailers,  but  this  only  served 
to  disclose  the  fact  that  the  dealers  are  unus¬ 
ually  well  stocked  and  hence  the  increased 
activity  in  that  quarter  has  not  been  felt  so  far 
in  the  wholesale  circles.  Until  the  retailers 
have  worked  off  some  of  their  surplus  stocks 
they  will  not  be  in  the  market  for  any  more 
high-grade  domestic  coal,  even  though  prices 
now  are  extraordinarily  attractive  for  this  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year.  The  buying  of  anthracite  has 
been  so  limited  as  to  call  for  the  curtailment  of 
production.  This  has  begun  in  a  small  way 
and  will  continue  even  further  unless  the  deal¬ 
ers  increase  their  demands  upon  the  producers. 
Some  of  the  anthracite  producers  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  present  slack  demand  to  in¬ 
crease  stocks  at  New  England  points  which 
they  were  not  able  to  bring  up  to  normal  last 
summer  on  account  of  the  unusual  demand 
from  all  quarters.  The  anthracite  trade  is  just 
a  little  disturbed,  at  the  minute,  by  a  reported 
coming  change  in  policy  as  far  as  the  April 
reduction  is  concerned.  Some  producers  are 
disposed  to  do  away  with  the  April  reduction 
and  in  case  this  policy  is  adopted  it  may  have 
some  influence  upon  the  buying.  All  told,  the 
colder  weather  and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the 
A/pril  production  give  the  coal  trade  promise 
of  good  business  for  the  months  of  February 
and  March,  much  better,  in  fact,  than  was  an¬ 
ticipated  two  weeks  ago. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


Two  Days  of  Cold  Weather  Appear  But 
Do  Not  Improve  the 
Market. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  30. 

Mirabile  dictu — this  is  not  cussing  in  a  foreign 
language — it  is  simply  an  old  Latin  phrase  which 
means  “wonderful  to  relate,-’  and  wonderful  to 
relate,  there  have  been  two  days  in  succession,  at 
least,  this  winter  when  the  thermometer  regis¬ 
tered  below  freezing.  This  is  something  to  be 
thankful  for  from  the  coal  man’s  standpoint, 
though  it  is  feared  that  it  will  take  a  great  many 
cold  days  to  consume  all  the  coal  that  is  held  in 
stock  by  small  and  large  dealers  throughout  the 
district,  and  cause  an  active  demand  for  coal 
from  the  mines. 

Although  the  weather  conditions  of  the  last 
few  days  have  caused  a  certain  amount  of  hope¬ 
ful  anticipation  on  the  part  of  certain  dealers, 
there  is  no  mistaking  the  real  gloominess  of  the 
outlook  as  well  as  the  actual  supreme  dullness 
of  the  present.  There  is  no  promise  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  and  the  decision,  on  the  part  of  a  number 
of  the  largest  operations,  to  shut  down  their 
mines  three  days  a  week  in  order  to  curtail  the 
product,  is  regarded  as  a  most  sensible  move  by 
all  who  thoroughly  understand  the  situation.  But 
even  three  days  a  week  production  now,  with  a 
full  car  supply,  it  is  feared  by  many,  will  leave 
the  market  glutted  with  coal  as  it  has  been  for 
many  weeks,  and  not  improve  the  situation  very 
much. 

To  use  a  very  common  expression,  the  market 
is  rotten.  It  is  about  as  bad  as  it  can  be.  Prices 
are  practically  no  object.  Buyers  can  not  be 
tempted,  it  seems,  to  take  in  more  than  a  car  or 
two  at  a  time,  or  just  barely  enough  to  keep 
them  going.  Quotations  are  valueless  because  the 
buyers  are  now  making  the  prices.  Efforts  are 
being  made  to  get  $1  25  a  ton  for  standard  Kana¬ 
wha  splint  lump  cral  at  the  mines;  but  buyers 
will  not  look  at  it  because  they  in  turn  do  not 
need  the  coal.  Smokeless  lump,  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  is  quoted  at  $2.00  a  ton  at  the  mines 
and  run-of-mine  $1.40,  though  lump  has  sold  as 
low  as  $1.75  and  run-of-mine  at  $1.25.  Splint 
run-of-mine  ranges  from  75  cents  a  ton  to  95 
cents,  according  to  quality  and  the  demand,  while 
splint,  nut  and  slack  continues  to  be  compara¬ 
tively  in  best  demand  of  any  kind  of  coal  pro¬ 
duced.  It  sells  at  60  cents  minimum  and  up  to 
75  cents  maximum  at  the  mines. 

The  retail  business  of  the  city  has  been  very 
dull,  but  the  last  few  days  of  cold  weather  has 
started  a  flurrv  among  the  peddlers,  who  sell  to 
the  tenement  house  dwellers  a  bushel  or  two  at 
a  time.  This  trade  responds  directly  to  the 
weather.  No  changes  in  prices  have  been  made 
in  the  retail  business,  all  the  standard  grades  of 
splint  lump  selling  for  $3.75  a  ton  delivered, 
while  smokeless  is  $4.25  and  $4.50  a  ton  deliv¬ 
ered. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  manager  of  the  Chicago 
office  of  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  spent  a  few  days  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  in  Cincinnati  with  old  friends. 

H.  E.  Englehardt,  assignee  of  The  Union  Con¬ 
tracting  &  Coal  Company,  reported  to  the  in¬ 
solvency  court  a  few  days  ago  that  the  assets 
of  the  company  had  been  sold  at  public  sale  and 
realized  $1,180. 

Frank  Ellison,  one  of  the  head  men  of  The 
C.  G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  was  heard 
from  Wednesday  at  Detroit,  from  which  point 
be  reports  having  sold  a  few  lots  of  smokeless 
lump  at  $2.00. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  manager  of  The  Pocahontas 
Company,  of  this  city,  and  general  sales  agent 
of  The  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Company, 
of  Cannel  City,  received  the  sad  intelligence  a 
few  days  ago  of  the  death  of  Dudley  Hunt  Wal- 
bridge,  son  of  W.  De  L.  Walbridge,  of  New 
York,  president  of  the  companies  which  Mr. 


Morgan  represents  here.  Mr.  Walbridge  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  prostrated  by  the  sudden  blow. 

The  Board  of  Public  Service  of  the  city  of 
Cincinnati  will  hereafter  word  ihe  specifications 
for  coal  for  the  various  institutions  of  the  city 
so  as  to  allow  any  standard  brand  of  coal  to  be 
furnished.  Heretofore  the  bids  called  for  certain 
grades,  and  the  producers  of  other  kinds  of  coals 
were  shut  out.  Hereafter  the  coal  will  simply 
have  to  have  a  certain  number  of  heat  units.  It 
is  expected  that  the  widening  of  the  specifica¬ 
tions  will  result  in  freer  bidding. 

The  extra  session  of  the  West  Virginia  legis¬ 
lature  met  yesterday  and  received  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  message,  an  extremely  lengthy  document, 
in  a  large  part  devoted  to  the  recent  mining  dis¬ 
asters.  While  admitting  the  necessity  of  reme¬ 
dial  legislation,  he  advises  caution,  so  that  the 
great  coal  industry  itself  may  not  be  harmed. 
He  recommends  that  operators  pay  the  expense 
of  the  mine  inspecting  system,  amounting  to 
about  $35,000,  and  that  every  employe  around  a 
coal  mine  be  made  responsible  for  violation  of 
law. 

The  Licking  Coal  &'  Iron  Company,  of  Cov¬ 
ington,  Ky.,  is  just  now  the  object  of  considerable 
litigation.  Last  fall  the  company  was  organized 
into  a  stock  company  of  $250,000  and  Emil  Pol¬ 
iak  and  Gustav  Hilb  were  made  trustees  for  the 
entire  issue  of  stock.  The  Droeges,  the  former 
owners  of  the  company,  do  not  understand  that 
they  cannot  vote  the  stock,  and  the  trustees  were 
compelled  to  enter  the  United  States  courts  to 
prevent  the  Droeges  from  voting  the  stock.  The 
company  is  a  large  one  that  sold  coal  at  retail 
as  a  side  issue. 

Representatives  of  The  United  States  Coal  & 
Oil  Company,  of  Holden,  W.  Va.,  have  been 
granted  a  license  to  open  a  saloon  at  Holden  on 
February  1.  Replying  to  the  protests  against  the 
license,  the  attorney  for  the  applicants  said  that 
it  was  not  the  desire  of  the  company  to  operate 
the  saloon  for  profit  or  as  a  money  making  ven¬ 
ture,  but  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  miners 
where  there  are  no  saloons.  An  orderly  saloon 
will  be  operated,  and  all  profits  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  court  to  be  distributed  to  whatever 
charities  the  court  selects.  The  coal  company 
claims  to  be  a  heavy  loser  because  of  its  ina¬ 
bility  to  keep  miners  at  Holden  heretofore. 

In  discussing  the  hearing  of  the  anti-smoke  bill 
before  the  committee  on  cities  of  the  Ohio  house 
of  representatives  in  Columbus  Tuesday  night, 
Benton  S.  Oppenheimer,  attorney  for  The  Smoke 
Abatement  League  of  Cincinnati,  said  yesterday : 
“When  the  amendment  giving  council  the  power 
to  deal  with  the  question  is  enacted  and  becomes 
effective,  it  is  the  purpose  to  ask  the  Cincinnati 
council  to  pass  an  anti-smoke  ordinance  similar 
to  the  one  which  was  recently  declared  invalid 
by  Judge  Bromwell.  It  is  probable  that  a  change 
will  be  made  in  the  color  test  provision  for  de¬ 
termining  the  density  of  smoke,  abolishing  this 
clause  and  relying  upon  the  observations  of  the 
inspector  as  to  the  smoke’s  density.” 

William  R.  Blair,  until  a  short  time  ago  audi¬ 
tor  of  The  Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining 
Company,  died  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  27, 
at  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Fisher,  after 
an  illness  of  a  few  weeks.  Mr.  Blair  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  resign  his  position  with  The  Cincin¬ 
nati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company  a  short 
time  ago  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  his  resig¬ 
nation  was  marked  by  the  presentation  of  a  valu¬ 
able  gold  watch  as  a  mark  of  esteem  by  his  fel¬ 
low  employes.  He  went  to  Texas  in  search  of 
better  health,  but  was  .  obliged  to  return  at  once 
to  bis  sister’s  home.  His  body  was  brought  to 
Cincinnati  for  interment.  He  was  thirty-four 
years  of  age  and  unmarried. 


The  Ellsworth  Mill  &  Elevator  Company 
has  brought  suit  against  the  Kansas-Colorado 
Coal  Company,  Wichita,  Kas.,  alleging  that  in 
June,  1907,  they  had  ordered  ten  cars  of  coal 
from  the  defendant,  which  order  was  received 
and  acknowledged.  Later  it  is  alleged  that 
the  order  was  canceled,  thus  damaging  the 
company  to  the  amount  of  $825. 


The  Century  Coal  Company  at  Tower  Hill, 
Til.,  has  just  completed  twenty-three  cottages 
at  its  mining  camp  near  that  town,  which  will 
be  used  by  its  miners. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Railroads  Begin  Storing  Coal,  Evidently 
in  Anticipation  of  a  Coming 
Strike. 


Kansas  City,  January  30.—  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Although  a  decided  cold  wave  has 
come  to  this  district,  and  promises  to  continue 
for  many  days,  coal  prices  remain  stationary. 
The  cold  weather  is  a  decided  relief  to  coal  men, 
as  the  unseasonable  warm  weather  has  affected 
the  business  all  winter.  Already  increased  ac¬ 
tivity  is  apparent  and  the  indications  point  to  a 
rushing  trade  in  the  next  week,  at  least  with  a 
possible  rise  in  price. 

Ihe  Frisco  railroad  has  begun  storing  several 
thousand  tons  of  coal  at  Girard,  Kas.  A  steam- 
shovel  has  been  installed  to  unload  the  cars. 
The  other  railroads  are  also  beginning  to  store 
coal.  The  Missouri  Pacific  is  storing  at  Cof- 
feyville  and  Nevada  and  the  Santa  Fe  at  Chanute 
and  Ottawa. 

-  I 

News  in  Brief. 

Coal  operators  are  quoting  mine-run  coal  at 
the  shaft  at  six  cents  per  bushel. 

Alex.  McAlester  has  been  appointed  foreman  of 
mine  No.  16,  one  of  the  new  shafts  of  the  West¬ 
ern. 

Ihe  vvestern  Coal  &  Mining  Company  will 
open  a  new  shaft  west  of  Minden,  Kas.,  this 
spring. 

The  Crow’e  Coal  Company  hoisted  973  tons  ot 
coal  from  mines  No.  14  and  15  one  day  last 
week,  which  beats  the  records  of  its  Pittsburgh 
mines. 

The  Crowe  Coal  Company  is  one  of  the  few 
coal  companies  finding  difficulty  in  getting  cars. 
1  he  Frisco  has  been  unable  to  supply  the  com¬ 
pany  with  enough  flats. 

Mine  No.  12  of  the  Western  Coal  &  Mining 
Company  at  Carina,  Kas.,  was  shut  down  last 
week  to  remain  idle  for  a  period  of  sixty  days. 
1  his  mine  was  a  big  producer  and  the  shut  down 
throw  s  many  men  out  of  work.  ■ 

1  he  election  of  Alex.  Howatt,  district  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mine  Workers  of  District  No.  14, 
as  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  United  Mine 
Workers  to  the  W orld’s  Mining  Congress  in 
Paris  next  summer,  was  the  occasion  of  great 
rejoicing  throughout  the  district. 

The  paid-up  membership  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  in  District  No.  14  has  fallen  off  1,532 
during  the  last  year,  according  to  the  official  re¬ 
port  of  District  Secretary-Treasurer  Robert  T. 
Gilmour.  1  here  are  now  in  District  No.  14, 
7,566  members,  while  a  year  ago  there  were 
9,098.  District  No.  25,  Missouri,  has  9,133  mem¬ 
bers,  a  gain  of  1,817.  District  No.  21,  Arkan¬ 
sas  and  the  Territory,  has  14,032' members,  a  gain 
of  3,783. 


Buying  For  Storage. 

Reports  have  been  going  the  rounds  of  the 
Chicago  trade  for  the  last  two  or  three  days 
that  the  railroads,  in  anticipation  of  a  strike  of 
the  miners  on  April  1,  are  beginning  to  lay  in 
a  good  supply  of  coal.  There  was  a  report  that 
one  concern  had  obtained  a  contract  for  25,000 
tons,  but  this  is  denied.  Other  reports  of  a 
similar  character  fail  of  verification  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  conclusion  is  arrived  at  that  the 
Chicago  coal  men,  sniffing  the  zero  weather 
which  came  on  Wednesday  morning,  had  en¬ 
larged  ideas  of  what  the  future  has  in  store, 
as  far  as  coal  buying  is  concerned,  and  saw 
in  the  clouds  all  kinds  of  contracts,  which, 
however,  have  not  yet  materialized.  It  is  true 
that  some  of  the  manufacturing  concerns  are 
going  to  start  up  again  next  Monday-,  but  in¬ 
stead  of  there  being  a  long  array  of  these  it 
develops  that  most  of  them  have  unfilled  or¬ 
ders  on  their  books  and  consequently  are  go¬ 
ing  to  run  their  plants  until  these  orders  have 
been  filled.  New  orders  as  yet  are  mostly 
conspicuous  by  their  absence. 


20 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[February  1 


Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Demand  Increases  Due  to  Cold  Weather 
and  the  Increased  Activity 
of  Factories. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pitts burch.  Pa.,  January  30. 

The  cold  weather  of  the  week  has  caused 
a  much  greater  demand  for  coal  of  all  kinds, 
in  this  district,  than  there  has  been  during  any 
other  week  of  the  winter.  A  portion  of  this 
demand  may  also  be  due  to  the  resumption  in 
many  of  the  manufacturing  plants,  but  it  is  also 
noted  that  those  plants  that  have  been  running 
continuously  have  also  increased  their  orders, 
and  are  consuming  more  coal  than  has  been  the 
case  recently. 

Reports  from  the  large  operators  advise  that 
many  more  men  have  been  placed  at  work  in  the 
mines,  and  the  production  of  about  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  the  mines  in  this  district  has  been  in¬ 
creased  from  five  to  twenty  per  cent.  Looked 
at  from  all  standpoints,  the  week  has  been  one 
of  the  brightest  of  the  year,  and  is  taken  as  an 
indication  that  there  may  still  be  better  times 
in  prospect. 

The  local  rivers  rose  to  a  barge  stage  within 
the  week,  and  for  several  days  presented  a  busy 
aspect.  A  number  of  large  tows  were  sent  south, 
as  there  had  been  a  considerable  quantity  of 
coal  accumulated  in  the  lower  pools  during  the 
two  weeks  that  the  rivers  were  down.  There  is 
an  excellent  demand  for  coal  along  the  lower 
Mississippi,  and  it  is  being  brought  to  this  city 
and  prepared  for  shipment  as  rapidly  as  boats 
and  fiats  are  received  to  load.  About  5,000,000 
bushels  were  sent  out  this  week,  and  triple  this 
amount  could  have  been  shipped  had  there  been 
craft  to  take  it. 

Prices  remain  the  same  as  last  week,  and  al¬ 
though  a  drop  had  been  predicted  in  some  quar¬ 
ters,  it  did  not,  and  certainly  will  not  ma¬ 
ture,  in  the  near  future  at  least.  Mine-run  is 
quoted  at  $1.15(2)1.20 ;  24-inch  lump  at  $1.25@ 
1.30;  134 -inch  lump,  $1.35(2)1.40;  3-inch  lump, 
$1.60(2)1.65 ;  134-bich  nut,  $1.15(2)1.20,  and  slack 
at  70  and  80  cents. 

The  coke  trade  continues  dull,  and  there  are 
few  prospects  of  any  great  change  for  several 
weeks  at  least.  Prices  are  irregular. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

John  Patterson  Henderson,  a  prominent  coal 
merchant  and  also  for  many  years  a  leading  oper¬ 
ator,  died  at  his  home  in  the  East  End,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  last  week.  He  was  formerly  in  the  coal 
business  at  Buena  Vista,  Pa. 

The  new  Carolyn  plant  of  the  Peerless  Coke 
Company,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  has  been  fired, 
and  is  now  producing  about  sixty-five  tons  of 
coke  a  day.  The  plant  consists  of  thirty-two 
ovens,  and  is  located  at  Alverton,  Pa.  Wade  H. 
Echard.  the  well-known  coal  and  coke  operator,  is 
president  of  the  company. 

J.  S.  Strawn,  of  Avonmore,  Pa.,  has  been  in 
Scottdale,  Pa.,  for  the  last  week  looking  over 
sites  for  the  erection  of  a  large  plant  for  the 
manufacture  of  mine  cars  and  general  mine  sup¬ 
plies.  Every  effort  will  be  used  by  the  citizens 
of  Scottdale  to  procure  the  plant,  which  will  be 
a  large  one,  covering  about  three  acres. 

The  Mount  Pleasant  Water  Company,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Pa.,  is  laying  a  new  ten-inch  water 
main  from  No.  2  shaft  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coal 
&  Coke  Company  to  the  new  No.  3  shaft  of 
the  same  company  near  Mt.  Pleasant.  The  new 
operation  is  now  almost  completed,  and  will  be 
started  as  soon  as  a  few  small  details  can  be 
finished  up. 

John  Clapperton,  formerly  superintendent  of 
the  shaft  and  slope  mines  'of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company  at  West  Newton,  Pa.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  similar  position  at  the  Banning  No. 
1  and  the  Whitsett  mines  of  the  same  company 
and  in  the  same  vicinity.  Reuben  Whitelaw,  of 
Bellevernon,  Pa.,  succeeds  Mr.  Clapperton  in  his 
old  position. 

After  having  been  in  almost  continuous  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  past  twenty-four  years,  the  No.  3 


mine  of  the  Mercer  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  near 
Stoneboro,  Pa.,  has  been  closed  down  and  will 
be  dismantled.  All  of  the  mine  equipment  is  be¬ 
ing  moved  to  the  company’s  new  No.  7  mine  in 
the  same  vicinity,  which  has  already  been  placed 
in  operation,  and  which  promises  to  become  one 
of  the  heaviest  producers  in  the  district. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  is  making  rapid  progress  in  the 
new  work  at  the  Gallatin  mine  near  Gallatin, 
Pa.  The  machinery  for  the  new  shaft  is  now 
being  delivered,  and  the  new  tipples  are  well 
under  way.  The  output  will  be  almost  doubled, 
and  all  of  the  old  equipment  will  be  thoroughly 
gone  over.  The  management  expects  to  have 
the  mine  ready  to  place  in  full  operation  early  in 
the  spring. 

The  Atlantic  Coal  Company,  which  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated,  is  making  good  progress  in 
the  opening  of  the  first  mine  near  Jenners,  Pa., 
and  expects  to  be  in  position  to  mine  and  ship 
coal  within  the  next  few  weeks.  The  entrance  is 
on  the  Griffith  farm.  M.  J.  Black  has  been 
named  as  superintendent  in  charge  of  the  mine, 
and  also  has  charge  of  the  work  of  opening  the 
new  operations.  1  he  general  offices  of  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  located  at  Boswell,  Pa. 

John  F.  Bell,  state  mine  inspector,  has  made 
informations  against  two  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company’s  mine  bosses  at  the  Guffey’s  Hollow 
mine  in  Westmoreland  county.  The  men  were 
discharged  from  the  employ  of  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  on  December  20,  and  are  accused  by  Mr. 
Bell  with  neglect  of  duty  in  connection  with  the 
mine,  it  having  developed  that  they  did  not  in¬ 
spect  the  mine  as  provided  by  law.  It  is  alleged 
that  through  this  neglect,  the  lives  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  men  were  endangered. 

The  Ronco  plant  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  was  fired  last  week,  180  ovens 
having  been  put  in  blast.  The  remainder  of  the 
big  plant  will  probably  be  placed  in  operation 
within  the  next  few  weeks.  1  he  same  company 
has  also  fired  forty  additional  ovens  at  the 
Edenborn  plant,  where  there  are  now  240  ovens 
in  daily  use.  A  large  number  of  the  smaller 
plants  of  this  company  have  been  closed  down 
tor  some  time,  and  it  is  generally  believed  that 
practically  all  of  -them  will  be  placed  in  at  least 
partial  operation  by  the  first  of  March. 

As  a  result  of  the  recent  mine  disasters  in  the 
Pittsburgh  bituminous  district,  the  commission 
which  was  appointed  to  make  complete  inspec¬ 
tions  of  all  of  the  mines  in  the  district  is  already 
at  work,  and  as  rapidly  as  possible  will  inspect 
all  mines  in  Allegheny,  Fayette  and  Westmore¬ 
land  counties.  This  special  commission  of  mine 
inspectors  is  composed  of  Isaac  G.  Roby,  of 
Uniontown,  Pa.;  C.  B.  Ross,  of  Greensburg; 
Alexander  McCanch,  of  Scottdale;  Joseph  Knap- 
per,  of  Phillipsburg,  and  Elias  Phillips,  of  Du- 
Bois,  Pa. 

From  causes  that  so  far  are  absolutely  un¬ 
known,  the  Casselman  mine  of  the  Somerset 
Coal  Company  has  suddenly  filled  with  water,  and 
although  every  effort  has  been  used  to  stop  the 
flow  and  discover  the  cause,  it  has  been  impos¬ 
sible  to  do  so.  Workmen  are  now  engaged  in 
removing  as  much  of  the  machinery  and  equip¬ 
ment  as  is  possible,  and  the  indications  are  that 
the  property  will  now  be  abandoned.  About 
100  men  have  been  employed  at  the  mine  all 
winter,  and  these  will  be  moved  to  one  of  the 
other  mines  of  the  same  company,  t  he  prop¬ 
erty  loss  will  be  heavy. 

Orders  have  been  issued  by  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  for 
the  building  of  a  large  number  of  new  boats 
and  barges  to  take  the  place  of  the  ones  that 
have  been  wrecked  and  broken  up  during  the 
past  few  years.  Coal  shipments  to  southern 
points  during  the  past  year  have  been  excep¬ 
tionally  heavy,  and  at  times  the  equipment  on 
hand  has  not  been  sufficient  to  handle  the  heavy 
shipments.  According  to  the  present  plans  of 
the  company,  enough  craft  will  be  built  to  han¬ 
dle  all  coal  that  may  be  mined  during  the  com¬ 
ing  year. 


During  the  winter  very  little  Hanna  coal  has 
come  to  Colorado,  and  there  will  probably  be 
none  for  some  time,  as  it  is  reported  that  the 
Union  Pacific  Coal  Company  has  closed  down 
mines  Nos.  2  and  3  at  Hanna,  throwing  about 
500  men  out  of  employment. 


Denver  Market. 


Most  of  the  Mines  Are  Curtailing  Output 
Because  the  Buying  Is 
Light. 


Denver,  Colo.,  January  30. —  ( Special  Corre-  > 
sfondence.) — The  situation  in  the  coal  trade  in  4/ 
Denver  and  Colorado  in  general  is  the  same  Mu. 
as  last  week — “nothing  doing”  about  expresses jjbti. 
it.  The  weather  last  week  in  eastern  Colorado';' 
was  mild.  The  mountain  towns  report  some! 


snow  but  no  cold  weather,  and  as  these  towns 
are  well  stocked  up  with  coal  it  has  not  in-«j 
duced  dealers  to  place  new  orders.  Lignite  y 
mines  in  northern  Colorado  are  only  working'll 
occasionally.  One  large  producer  worked  only 
three  half  days  last  week.  The  same  statement'! 
applies  to  the  lignite  mines  in  the  Colorado  ^ 
Springs  field.  Most  of  the  smaller  mines  in  the  Mm 
Canon  City  and  Walsenburg  fields  are  closed 
down  and  the  larger  mines  are  not  averaging'®# 
over  three  days  a  week.  The  demand  for  steam 
coal  and  coke  has  fallen  off  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  Trinidad  mines  are  practically  doing  Wv 
nothing  but  making  a  few  shipments  to  the  ,£ ' 
railroads  for  engine  use,  as  is  also  true  of  coal  $'.? 
mines  located  on  the  western  slope. 

On  account  of  its  location  Pueblo  is  beiiq 
flooded  with  cheap  bituminous  coal.  One  oper 
ator  shipped  several  cars  of  mine-run  in  there 
and  after  he  found  he  was  unable  to  sell  it  to 
the  dealers,  sold  it  to  consumers  and  delivered 
it  for  about  one-half  the  regular  price.  This' 
kind  of  business  on  the  part  of  the  operator  is 
what  hurts  the  retailer,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that1 
this  particular  operator  will  not  do  much  busi-j 
ness  with  the  Pueblo  dealers  in  the  future. 

The  El  Paso  &  Southwestern  Railway  placed  an 
embargo  on  Colorado  coal  last  week,  but  raised' 
it  the  early  part  of  this  week  and  are  now] 
allowing  commercial  shipments  to  go  through 
Very  few  orders  are  coming  in  from  Nebraska 
Kansas,  Texas  or  points  west  and  dealers  must 
be  using  their  storage  coal 


'£ 
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'Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  J.  J.  Abercrombie,  a  large  dealer  at  Trini¬ 
dad,  has  been  a  recent  Denver  visitor. 

J.  L.  Beaman,  manager  of  the  Iron  City  Fuel™®®1 
Company,  of  Pueblo,  was  in  Denver  last  Satur 
day. 

H.  J.  Gehm,  manager  of  the  Colorado  Trading! 

&  Transfer  Company,  of  Cripple  Creek,  spent  a] 
couple  of  days  last  week  in  Denver. 

H.  C.  Harmon,  president  of  the  Colorado' 
Springs  Fuel  Company,  was  in  Omaha  last] 
week  attending  the  lumbermen’s  convention. 

Parke  L.  Bryan,  representing  the  National 
Fuel  Company,  the  Parkdale  Fuel  Company,  the 
Green  Canon  Coal  Company,  all  of  Denver,  is] 
out  on  the  road  for  a  month’s  trip. 

G.  White,  of  Boulder,  and  by  the  way  the 
largest  coal  dealer  in  that  thriving  town,  was  in 
Denver  several  days  this  week.  Mr.  White  in¬ 
tends  to  take  a  well  earned  month’s  vacation 
before  long,  tie  will  probably  visit  California) 

J.  L.  Bartlett,  of  the  Bartlett  Lumber  &  Coal'P®® 
Company,  of  Greeley,  was  in  Denver  last  weekH 
attending  the  lumbermen’s  state  convention  and;1 
calling  on  the  coal  operators.  Mr.  Bartlett  has' 
built  up  in  a  short  time  one  of  the  largest  coal 


I 
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and  lumber  busihesses  in  northern  Colorado. 


k 


J.  II.  Waterman,  general  storekeeper  of  the  3 
Burlington  Railway,  was  in  Denver  last  week  //  Kl, 
calling  on  the  operators  who  are  furnishing 
“The  Burlington”  with  engine  coal.  This  road  T  •'£  > 
is  using  lignite  on  all  its  freight  engines  as  far  Art  / 
east  as  McCook,  Neb. 

The  Mountain  State  Fuel  Company  has  filed  V- 
a  suit  against  the  Rio  Grande  Railroad,  in  the 
district  court,  the  result  of  which  may  be  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  coal  interests  of  this 
state.  The  suit  is  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  right  of  a  railroad  to  confiscate  coal  in  • 
transit  belonging  to  other  people.  The  com-  , 
plaint  alleges  that  last  October  the  Rio  Grande 
accepted  a  car  of  coal  from  the  Union  Coal  & 

Coke  Company,  consigned  to  the  plaintiff.  The 
car  was  shipped  from  their  Pryor  mine  in  Las 
Animas  county  and  was  billed  to  the  -plaintiff 
at  Denver.  When  the  car  reached  Pueblo,  the 
Rio  Grande  confiscated  it  and  sent  it  to  Salida 
for  its  own  use.  The  suit  is  for  $156,  the  value 
of  the  coal,  and  $150  damages. 
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Detroit  Market. 


Demurrage  Coal  Has  a  Depressing  Effect 
Upon  Coal  Prices— Retailers 
Hold  a  Meeting. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  January  30.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence .) — Just  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
steam  coal  market  is  noticeable  here,  but  it  is 
Very  slight.  There  is  considerable  coal  on  track, 
especially  fine  coal  of  the  West  Virginia  variety. 
Nut,  pea  and  slack  is  being  sold  at  60  cents  at  the 
mines,  which  is  five  cents  off  the  regular  price. 
The  coal  that  is  on  track,  too,  is  of  rather  an  in¬ 
ferior  quality.  Domestic  soft  coal  is  holding  its 
own,  which  is  about  all  that  can  be  said.  How¬ 
ever,  the  market  conditions  are  very  peculiar, 
considering  the  time  of  the  year  and  the  fact 
that  we  are  having  genuine  winter  weather,  with 
plenty  of  snow  on  the  ground. 

The  reopening  of  the  works  of  the  American 
Car  &  Foundry  Company  in  this  city,  with  3,000 
men  put  to  work,  has  served  to  arouse  consid¬ 
erable  optimism ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  other  big 
plants  soon  will  follow. 

There  is  plenty  of  anthracite  in  the  city  and 
carload  lots  of  chestnut  can  be  more  easily  ob¬ 
tained  than  formerly.  In  fact,  nobody  is  suffer¬ 
ing  for  anthracite'.  The  retail  trade,  too,  is  bad. 
One  thing  quite  noticeable  is  the  fact  that  many 
consumers,  who  used  to  order  enough  coal  to  fill 
their  bins,  or  at  least  a  couple  of  tons  at  a  time, 
are  not  doing  that  now  a  days.  They  are  buying 
100  pounds  at  a  time,  delivering  it  themselves.  At 
one  yard  over  $19  was  taken  in,  during  one  day, 
through  sales  in  baskets. 

One  prominent  jobber  and  several  retailers  have 
given  statistics  which  tell  the  story  better  than 
anything  else.  In  discussing  his  retail  business 
they  say  that  the  average  temperature  for  1906 
was  29;  that  <*>f  December,  1907,  was  30.60.  Yet 
in  the  former  year  they  sold  considerably  more 
coal  than  in  December,  1907.  Last  December  the 
cash  sales  depreciated  twenty-six  per  cent  from 
those  of  1906,  while  the  credit  sales  sliow  a  de¬ 
preciation  of  five  per  cent.  The  deliveries  of  one 
company  in  December,  1906,  amounted  to  4,046 
tons,  while  those  of  December,  1907,  were  3.012 
tons. 

In  only  one  yard  did  the  sales  show  a  gain. 
T n  all  the  others  there  were  losses.  In  fact,  there 
is  nothing  doing  all  along  the  line,  and  even  those 
who  have  been  optimistic  have  given  up  trying  to 
be  cheerful.  But  it  cannot  last  forever  and 
everybody  is  looking  forward  to  a  change,  con¬ 
soling  themselves  with  the  fact  that  any  change 
would  be  for  the  better. 

Ayers  &  Chase  has  obtained  the  contract  to 
furnish  3,500  tons  of  Victor  Cambridge  coal  to 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  city  of  Hills¬ 
dale,  Mich. 

Retailers’  Meeting. 

At  the  district  meeting  of  the  Michigan  & 
Indiana  Association,  held  in  Detroit,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  17,  a  representative  number  of  retail  coal 
dealers  were  present  and  enjoyed  a  session  of 
beneficial  business  consultation  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  hall  of  the  Hotel  Ponchartrain. 

Owing  to  various  mishaps  the  intention  of 
holding  a  morning  session  had  to  be  aban¬ 
doned,  but  the  afternoon  meeting  made  up  for 
the  loss  of  the  morning,  which  was  not  at  all 
regretted,  as  it  gave  the  visitors  a  splendid 
opportunity  for  the  renewal  of  old  friendships, 
and  the  formation  of  new  ones,  and  when  Pres¬ 
ident  Hobbs  called  for  order  the  entente  cor- 
diale  was  well  established,  and  the  work  went 
off  with  a  vim  which  left  no  doubt  as  to  the 
earnestness  of  purpose  of  the  delegates  to  do 
their  best  for  the  betterment  of  the  coal  trade. 

With  such  a  beginning  it  was  impossible  to 
have  anything  but  a  most  interesting  meeting, 
and  in  the  discussion,  which  began  early  and 
quit  late,  many  interesting  experiences  were 
related,  which  were  replete  with  items  of  in¬ 
terest  and  benefit  to  all.  The  action  of  the 
Fort  Wayne  meeting  on  the  “shortweight” 
matter  was  indorsed,  and  it  was  recommended 
that  the  same  rule  of  proceedure  be  practiced 
in  Michigan. 

The  busiest  men  in  Detroit  that  day  were 
George  T.  Calvert  and  Fred  Minton.  To  these 


gentlemen  the  thanks  of  the  association  are 
due,  for  the  success  which  attended  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  make  the  occasion  interesting,  instruc¬ 
tive  and  beneficial. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  cold  wave,  predicted  last  week, 
arrived  and  the  weather  has  been  quite  cold,  last 
night  the  temperature  going  down  to  five  degrees 
above  zero.  Llowever,  as  far  as  the  coal  business 
is  concerned  it  might  as  well  be  ninety  in  the 
shade  as  the  cold  weather  did  not  seem  to  pro¬ 
duce  any  effect  on  the  demand.  The  dealers  say 
that  it  is  just  beginning  to  be  felt  by  them  but 
it  is  not  felt  at  all  by  the  wholesalers. 

All  the  snaps  in  the  line  of  Carterville  coal 
that  were  offered  around  last  week  have  disap¬ 
peared  but  prices  are  still  far  from  normal. 
There  is  absolutely  no  change  in  the  demand  for 
standard  coal  and  even  if  there  was  it  would 
not  be  noticed  as  the  output  could  be  doubled  al¬ 
most  at  a  moment’s  notice,  especially  since  the 
railroads  have  cars  galore.  The  market  on 
screenings  is  just  a  trifle  softer  than  it  was, 
though  no  one  fears  any  marked  variation  in 
price  in  the  near  future. 

The  possibilities  of  a  strike  on  the  1st  of  April 
seem  to  be  getting  pronounced  every  day  now. 
Tt  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  there  will 
be  some  trouble  before  signing  the  scale  and 
many  hold  that  the  chances  for  a  long  and  very 
serious  strike  are  not  very  remote.  Current 
prices  are  as  follows  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52;  mine-run,  $1.37;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.27;  nut  and  pea,  $1.12;  2-inch  screenings, 
$1.02;  34-inch  slack,  77  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.82; 
mine-run,  $1.52;  3-inch  nut,  $1.27. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump  and  egg,  $2.1 2 ;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97;  6-inch 
egg,  $1.12;  2-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine-run,  $1.67; 
screenings,  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  railroads  as  buyers  are  conspicuous  by 
their  absence  from  the  coal  market. 

Will  Jones  and  Tom  Meek,  both  operators 
from  Marissa,  Ill.,  were  in  town  yesterday. 

Nearlv  every  mine  on  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  has  been  shut  down  for  the  last 
ten  days. 

The  Granite  City  Steel  works  has  begun  to 
fire  up  and  the  management  has  announced  that 
thev  will  start  to  work  Friday. 

Rumors  have  been  heard  here  from  the  coal 
fields  of  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  that,  from  the 
present  outlook,  nothing  can  prevent  a  big  strike 
on  April  the  first. 


Louisville  Market. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  January  30. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — While  there  have  been  a  number  of 
cold  days  within  the  week,  the  effect  on  the  local 
retail  trade  is  hardly  perceptible  as  yet  and  the 
market  remains  in  the  same  general  condition  of 
demoralization,  which  has  been  reported  in  these 
columns  for  several  successive  weeks. 

A  number  of  mines  which  were  the  last  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  inevitable  and  restrict  production,  have 
discontinued  the  consignment  of  coal  to  Louis¬ 
ville  and  there  is  today  little  demurrage  coal 
pressing  the  market,  most  of  the  wholesale  firms 
having  cleaned  up.  This  clearing  off  of  this  de¬ 
murrage  coal  was  accompanied  by  a  noteworthy 
slaughter  of  coal,  good  grade  eastern  Kentucky 
run-of-mines  having  been  disposed  of  at  prices 
which  sufficed  to  pay  little  more  than  the  demur¬ 
rage. 

The  onlv  encouraging  feature  of  the  situation 
has  been  the  action  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railroad  in  allowing  mines  having  annual  con¬ 
tracts  to  resume  shipments  to  the  extent  of  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  contract  tonnage.  The  purchas¬ 
ing  department  says  that  during  the  last  two 
weeks  they  have  been  able  to  dispose  of  a  con¬ 


siderable  part  of  the  2,400  cars  of  unloaded  coal 
that  they  had  at  one  time  on  track.  Even  at 
present  there  is  a  large  surplus  and  the  chutes 
are  all  filled,  but  the  tonnage  has  been  decreased 
to  a  slight  extent  and  it  is  figured  that  on  the 
present  basis,  if  the  improvement  in  traffic  con¬ 
tinues,  the  road  will  be  able,  within  a  few  weeks, 
to  take  a  large  quota  of  its  contract  coal.  Op¬ 
erators  without  contracts,  however,  have  slim 
chances  of  securing  disposition. 

The  western  Kentucky  situation,  both  in  regard 
to  the  strike  and  market  conditions  remains  un¬ 
changed.  Operators  are  looking  toward  Indian¬ 
apolis  before  they  make  any  further  move  and  a 
number  of  mines  in  both  eastern  and  western 
Kentucky  are  understood  to  have  cut  the  wage 
scale  ten  per  cent  and  to  have  an  abundance  of 
labor.  Quotations  are  extremely  low,  but  price 
is  no  consideration  to  buyers.  The  smaller  south¬ 
eastern  railroads  are  still  heavily  overstocked. 


Personal  Mention. 

Edward  Blake,  of  the  Black  Bear  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  has  been  a  visitor  in  the  city. 

Samuel  Drabelle,  of  the  firm  of  Drabelle  & 
Yager,  has  been  confined  to  his  home  with  grip 
but  is  recovering. 

Fred  Wood,  president  of  the  Trosper  Coal 
Company,  who  has  been  spending  several  weeks 
in  Louisville,  expects  to  return  to  his  home  in 
Barbourville  in  a  few  days. 

D.  C.  Campbell  of  Knoxville,  head  of  the 
Piedmont  Coal  Mining  Company,  which  is  the 
Knoxville  branch  of  the  Campbell  Coal  Mining 
Company,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  has  been  in  the  city 
during  the  past  few  days. 

Mr.  Campbell  reports  that  the  development  of 
his  company’s  Buffalo  mine,  on  the  Clear  Creek 
branch  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  near  Jellico, 
Tenn.,  has  progressed  very  rapidly  and  the  mine 
will  have  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  per  day  before 
many  months  have  passed. 


Reading  Company. 

The  Reading  Company  issues  the  following 
financial  statements  for  December  and  six 
months : 


■ - December - 

1907. 

1908. 

Railway  Company — 

Receipts . 

_ $3,500,997.04 

$3,514,647.71 

Expenses,  including  Renew- 

als,  etc . 

_  2,227,2.38.66 

2,296,746.40 

Net  earnings . 

_ $1,273,758.98 

$1,217,901.31 

Coal  &  Tron  Company — 

Receipts . 

_ $3,758,446.25 

$3,968,230.13 

Expenses . 

_  3,435,756.57 

3,621,894.63 

Net  earnings . 

_ $  322,689.68 

$  346.335.50 

Reading  Company — 

Net  income . 

$  133,732.81 

Net  earnings  of  all  companies.  $1 ,720,605.82 

$1,697,969.62 

Proportion  of  annual 

fixed 

charges  and  taxes  of  all 

companies  (estimated). 

.  .  .  887,500.00 

885,477.72 

Surplus . 

_ $  833,165.82 

$  812,491.90 

— From  Tuly  1st — 

1907. 

1906. 

Railway  Company — 

Receipts . 

.  .$23,385,246.43 

$21,042,117.80 

Expenses,  including 

re- 

newals,  etc . 

..  14,305,098.01 

12,854,738.23 

Net  earnings . 

.  .$  9,080,148.42 

$  8,187,379.57 

Coni  and  Iron  Company- 

Receipts . 

$17,992,249.40 

Expenses . 

..  19,244,747.37 

17,097,209.14 

Net  earnings . 

.  .$  1,777,261.79 

$  895,040.26 

Reading  Company — 

Net  income . 

..$  767,222.77 

$  787,943.60 

Net  earnings  of  all  com¬ 
panies.  .  . $11,624,632.98  $  9,870,363.43 

Proportion  of  annual  fixed 
charges  and  taxes  of  all 

companies  (estimated)  ...  .$  5,325,000.00  $  5,312,866.32 

Surplus . $  6,299,632.98  $  4,557,497.11 


The  Reiss  Coal  Company,  of  Sheboygan, 
Wis.,  has  awarded  a  contract  to  the  Reiboldt 
&  Walters  Company,  of  Sturgeon  Bay,  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  dock,  which  will  be  one  of 
the  largest  on  the  chain  of  lakes.  The  new 
dock  will  be  about  340  feet  in  length  and  will 
require  the  entire  rebuilding  of  its  present 
dock. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 

Production  Is  Curtailed  Perforce  Since 
Demand  Is  Light — Transpor¬ 
tation  Ruling. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  January  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  industries  of  Cleveland  and  vi¬ 
cinity  are  being  operated  on  a  basis  of  about  fifty 
per  cent  of  normal,  but  steam  coal  orders  have 
not  picked  up  accordingly.  Operators  and  job¬ 
bers,  in  many  cases,  have  become  pessimistic  as 
to  the  situation,  present  and  future.  They  feel 
that  plants  will  continue  to  curtail  and  get  along 
with  less  fuel  and  that  business  will  not  improve 
greatly  until  next  winter. 

"One  firm  is  now  ordering  200  cars  a  week.  It 
formerly  used  200  cars  of  coal  a  day,”  said  an 
Ohio  operator  here  yesterday.  “You  can  judge 
from  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  although  it  might 
be  an  extreme  case.  In  this  particular  instance, 
too,  we  are  cautioned  against  overweight.” 

In  some  circles,  however,  the  feeling  takes  on 
a  brighter  hue.  Easing  of  money  conditions  here, 
retirement  of  $3,220,000  clearing  house  certifi¬ 
cates  and  lowering  of  interest  rates  are  having 
a  bullish  influence.  There  is  more  working  capi¬ 
tal  for  many  of  the  plants  that  were  compelled 
to  close  in  November. 

The  American  Ship  Building  Company  has 
steadily  been  taking  on  men  since  January  I. 
The  resumption  of  the  National  Tube  Works  at 
Lorain  and  starting  up  of  all  the  plants  of  the 
American  Steel  &  Wire  Company  at  Newburg 
have  braced  up  the  steam  market  to  an  extent. 
Many  coal  concerns,  including  the  United  States 
Coal  Company,  operating  in  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio,  is  operating  mines  just  as  orders  require. 
Positively  no  surplus  is  collecting.  This,  if  fol¬ 
lowed  generally,  would  have  a  wholesome  effect 
on  the  market.  The  demand  not  only  has  fallen 
off  in  Ohio  territory  but  the  production  grew 
steadily  heavier  through  the  industrial  contrac¬ 
tion.  This  was  augmented  by  the  withdrawal  of 
railway  fuel  orders.  In  this  respect  the  market 
hi  ere  has  shown  no  improvement  to  date. 

The  weather  has  been  a  helpful  factor  of  late. 
The  spurt  of  cold  has  stimulated  demand  among 
retailers.  There  have  been  no  price  changes 
either  in  domestic  or  steam  grades.  The  demand 
for  anthracite  has  eased  off  slightly. 


Coal  is  Coal. 

"The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  will  not 
under  any  circumstances  grant  permission  to  a 
common  carrier  to  publish  and  file  rates  wherein 
the  carrier  dictates  to  the  consumer  the  use  to 
which  he  may  put  the  commodity  transported." 

This  is  a  decision  of  the  commission  received 
by  railway  and  coal  men  yesterday.  It  has  been 
given  in  the  case  of  the  Southern  Indiana,  which 
made  application  to  have  steam  coal  carried  at 
sixty  cents  a  ton  and  domestic  at  seventy-five 
cents  a  ton,  provision  being  made  for  a  fifteen 
cent  refund  to  the  consignee  on  the  steam  grade, 
on  the  theory  that  the  bigger  shipper  be  granted 
that  advantage.  The  decision  is  in  effect — "coal 
is  coal” — and  must  be  handled  accordingly  the 
world  over,  the  shipper  of  a  half-car  full  being 
entitled  to  the  same  consideration  as  the  shipper 
of  train  loads. 

The  position  of  the  commission  pleases  traffic 
officials  here.  Regulations  of  this  kind,  extend¬ 
ing  equal' privileges  to  all  make  the  way  easier 
and  business  returns  more  substantial  and  satis¬ 
factory  in  the  long  run. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Mel  Marquis,  a  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  operator, 
filed  suit  in  United  States  court  here  this  week 
against  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  asking 
for  a  $20,000  judgment.  Rate  discrimination  is 
the  basis  of  the  action.  He  charges  that  the 
railroad  would  not  furnish  him  with  cars  and 
for  this  he  demands  an  additional  $480.  During 
the  season  in  which  the  alleged  discrimination 
occurred,  Marquis  was  lessee  of  the  Elias  Mast 
coal  mine.  lie  charges  that  the  railroad  arbi¬ 
trarily  raised  the  rate  on  coal  shipments  from 
45  to  90  cents  a  ton,  while  placing  it  at  70  cents, 
for  other  shippers. 


The  steamer  Legrand  S.  DeGraff  took  on  a 
cargo  of  coal  at  the  Ellsworth  dock  here  this 
week  which  totaled  12,441  tons.  This  exceeds  by 
over  COO  tons  the  best  record  made  during  the 
season  of  1907.  It  gives  Cleveland  the  credit  of 
having  loaded  the  largest  coal  cargo  ever  carried 
by  a  lake  boat.  The  record  cargo  on  the  De- 
Graff  is  to  be  held  for  storage  during  the  winter 
and  delivered  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  at  the 
opening  of  navigation. 

The  feeling  is  general  here  that  miners  are  not 
only  in  a  position  to  demand  a  higher  scale  in 
Ohio  districts  because  of  conditions  surrounding 
the  trade,  but  also  that  they  will  make  the  de¬ 
mand  and  probably  receive  concession  at  the  In¬ 
dianapolis  meeting. 

Railroad  rate  men  are  in  Columbus  today  lin¬ 
ing  up  rates  through  Ohio  territory.  The  session 
is  an  adjourned  one  of  the  Pittsburgh  meeting, 
which  rounded  up  the  lake  coal  rates  Wednes¬ 
day.  It  is  not  figured  here  that  there  will  be 
any  change  in  the  rail  carrying  charges. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 


The  Buying  Is  Light  Regardless  of  an 
Improvement  in  the 
Weather. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  30. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — In  spite  of  the  better  weather 
conditions  there  is  practically  no  market  for  In¬ 
diana  coal  at  the  mines.  Operators  who  are  here 
for  the  conference  with  the  miners  say  that  very 
little  run-of-mine  coal  is  being  sold  except  that 
for  which  they  made  contracts  before  the  opening 
of  the  season.  They  are  receiving  from  $1.00 
to  $1.05  a  ton  generally  for  that  coal.  The  busi¬ 
ness  depression  is  said  to  be  the  cause  of  the 
poor  demand  for  steam  coal.  There  is  very  little 
demand  for  domestic  grades  at  the  mines  but 
operators  say  that  with  a  week  or  ten  days  of 
the  present  kind  of  weather  the  surplus  of  do¬ 
mestic  now  on  hand  will  be  exhausted  and  con¬ 
ditions  and  prices  will  improve. 

The  local  retail  dealers  are  enjoying  better 
business  than  they  have  for  some  time  owing  to 
the  first  real  taste  of  winter  weather  that  has 
been  experienced  this  year.  The  demand  for  all 
domestic  grades  here  is  improving  but  prices 
have  not  been  raised.  The  total  retail  business 
this  winter,  however,  will  not  be  as  large  as  last 
owing  to  the  fact  that  thousands  of  men  are  out 
of  work  and  have  no  money  to  buy  coal.  Sta¬ 
tistics  gathered  by  local  charity  organizations 
show  that  nearly  15,000  men  are  either  out  of 
employment  here  or  are  working  less  than  half 
time.  Charity  organizations  are  now  being  called 
on  to  furnish  fuel. 

The  prices  quoted  by  local  dealers  follow : 
Anthracite,  all  sizes,  $8.00;  Pocahontas,  forked 
lump,  $6.00 ;  Pocahontas,  shoveled  lump,  $5.50 ; 
Pocahontas,  mine-run,  $4.50 ;  Pocahontas,  nut  and 
slack,  $3.50;  Blossburg,  $5.50;  Ohio  Jackson, 
$5.50 ;  Kanawha  lump,  $5.00 ;  Raymond,  $5.00 ; 
Pittsburgh  lump,  $5.50 ;  Falling  Rock  cannel, 
$6.50;  Linton  egg,  $4.75;  Hocking  Valley,  $4.75; 
Luhrig,  $4.75  ;  Brazil  block,  $4.50 ;  gashouse  lump 
coke,  $6.00 ;  crushed  gas  coke,  $6.00. 


Receiver  is  Appointed. 

Charles  Alcon,  an  attorney  here,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  trustee  for  the  property  of  the  National 
Coal  Company,  whose  affairs  are  being  closed 
through  the  bankruptcy  court.  Wilborn  Wilson 
w'as  appointed  assignee  for  the  property  several 
weeks  ago  but  he  died  in  December  in  Texas. 
Alcon  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him  and  a 
petition  in  bankruptcy  has  been  filed  by  the  credi¬ 
tors. 

Albert  Rabb,  referee  in  bankruptcy,  says  that 
the  company’s  property  amounts  to  very  little. 
The  schedule  filed  with  him  shows  that  the  as¬ 
sets  are  $4,182.29,  of  which  $3,425  is  in  bills  re¬ 
ceivable.  It  is  said,  however,  .that  few  of  these 
bills  can  be  collected.  The  cash  on  hand  and 
office  furniture  amount  to  about  $446.43.  There 
are  no  other  assets  to  speak  of  and  Mr.  Rabb 
says  the  only  hope  the  creditors  have  is  of  forc¬ 
ing  the  stockholders  to  settle.  The  capitalization 
was  $25,000  and  it  is  the  understanding  that  the 


stock  was  subscribed  for  by  a  man  named  Stone 
and  his  mother,  and  another  man  named  Krauss. 
It  is  said  they  now  reside  in  Cincinnati  and  that 
none  of  them  paid  any  money  for  the  stock.  The 
bankruptcy  referee  says  he  does  not  know 
whether  or  not  any  of  the  accounts  can  be  col¬ 
lected  from  them. 

Some  of  the  creditors  and  the  amounts  due 
them,  follow:  Deep  Vein  Coal  Company,  Terre 
Haute,  $1,108.58;  Bell  Jellico  Coal  Company,  Bell 
Jellico,  Ky.,  $511.74;  Central  Coal  &  Mining 
Company,  $374.09 ;  Green  &  Perry  Company, 
$297.85 ;  Red  Rock  Fuel  Company,  Buchanon,  W. 
Va.,  $452.66 ;  Chicago  &  Big  Muddy  Creek  Coal 
Company,  $105.38 ;  Dan  Davis  Coal  Company, 
Terre  Haute,  $120.64;  Big  Hill  Coal  Company, 
Cincinnati,  $121.43 ;  United  Coal  Company,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  $320.44 ;  Sunflower  Coal  Company,  Bloom¬ 
field,  Ind.,  $193.99.  There  are  several  other  cred¬ 
itors  for  small  amounts.  None  of  them  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  hearing,  set  by  the  referee  for  last 
Tuesday. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Judge  Whallon,  of  the  police  court,  acquitted 
Harvey  Ray,  a  yardmaster  employed  by  the  In¬ 
dianapolis  Coal  Company,  who  was  charged  with 
delivering  a  short-weight  load  of  coal  at  Tom¬ 
linson  Hall.  The  company  asserted  that  the  city 
officials’  charges  were  untrue  and  to  support  its 
claims,  it  submitted  a  number  of  photographs 
taken  to  show  that  he  could  not  have  been  cor¬ 
rect  in  his  statements.  There  was  nothing  for  the 
court  to  do  but  to  find  for  the  company. 

The  Tristate  Coal  Company,  of  Marion,  capi¬ 
tal  $2,000,  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation.  The 
directors  are  Grace  H.,  F.  B.  and  L.  L.  Merri- 
man. 


Detroit  Koruskation. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  January  30. — Members  of  the 
Order  of  Kokoals  held  their  first  koruskation 
of  that  society  in  this  city  on  Friday  evening, 
January  17,  and  a  very  successful  affair  it 
proved  to  be.  One  hundred  and  thirty  were 
seated  at  the  banquet  after  the  ceremonies  in 
the  convention  hall  of  the  Hotel  Pont- 
chartrain  and  spent  a  couple  of  hours  discus¬ 
sing  the  splendid  menu  and  making  impromptu 
speeches.  Fred  W.  Minton,  the  Detroit  skout, 
who  is  also  the  Detroit  representative  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company, 
presided  as  toastmaster  and  introduced  the  speak¬ 
ers,  many  of  whom  are  representative  coal  men 
of  the  country. 

Among  the  speakers  were  Arthur  M.  Hull,  of 
Chicago,  the  national  pictor  of  the  order ;  Fred 
A.  Hobbs,  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  the  head  of 
the  state  organization;  Fred  W.  Saward,  of  New 
York  city;  J.  S.  Van  Epps,  of  Cleveland;  James 
D.  May,  president  of  the  Duncan  Run  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  this  city ;  Arthur  Ainsworth,  a  promi¬ 
nent  coal  man  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  many 
others. 

At  the  initiation,  which  took  place  earlier  m 
the  evening,  sixty-eight  new  members  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  most  of  them  Detroiters,  but  there  was 
a  good  sprinkling  of  coal  men  from  the  outside 
admitted.  In  the  afternoon  the  Michigan  and  In¬ 
diana  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  held  a  dis¬ 
trict  meeting  at  which  it  was  announced  that  the 
next  annual  convention  of  the  body  will  be  held 
in  Detroit  next  June. 

Among  other  prominent  men  present  at  the 
koruskation  are  the  following;  J.  W.  Ryder,  of 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan  skout;  Alfred  Hunt,  of 
Grand  Rapids;  Ned  Scott,  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
road,  who  has  his  headquarters  at  Chicago ;  A.  B. 
Knowlson,  of  Grand  Rapids ;  Schuyler  C.  Rose,  of 
the  Powhatan  Coal  Company  of  Toledo,  and 
George  Krudoff  and  A.  H.  Wodenwell,  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind. 


An  involuntary  petition  in  bankruptcy  has 
been  filed  by  the  Great  Western  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Canon  City,  Colo.  J.  N.  Roberts.  J. 
A.  Henley  and  M.  Robinson,  of  Lawrence, 
Kas.,  are  the  petitioners.  They  say  the  com¬ 
pany  has  borrowed  $4,465  from  them  and, 
upon  application,  aver  that  it  is  unable  to  meet 
notes  for  the  amount. 
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Toledo  Market. 


The  Trade  Is  Already  Looking  Forward 
to  the  Opening  of  Navigation 
to  Give  Relief. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  January  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  has  been  some  improvement 
in  the  local  coal  situation  within  the  last  few 
days.  While  there  has  been  no  great  rush  of 
business  a  decided  betterment  of  conditions  is 
noticeable.  The  recent  cold  weather  has  created 
a  marked  increase  in  the  demand  at  the  retail 
yards  which  will,  in  due  time,  reach  the  whole¬ 
saler,  although  as  yet  but  little  change  is  noticed 
with  them.  Numerous  reports  show  an  increase 
also  in  the  demand  for  steam  coal,  and  some  very 
presentable  orders  are  being  placed.  The  fac¬ 
tories  are  nearly  all  increasing  their  forces,  and 
while  the  added  help  is  very  gradual  there  are 
a  great  many  more  men  employed  at  the  local 
plants  than  there  were  a  few  weeks  ago. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  procuring  all  the  cars 
needed  for  transportation  and  all  shipments  are 
being  handled  promptly.  The  falling  off  in  the 
freight  traffic,  which  is  estimated  by  high  railway 
officials  to  be  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent  less 
than  at  this  time  last  year,  is  responsible  for  a 
multitude  of  empty  cars  here,  many  of  which  are 
being  returned  from  foreign  lines  empty  to  has¬ 
ten  their  return,  and  thus  avoid  unnecessary  per 
diem  charges. 

Prices  have  remained  unchanged  and  there  is 
little  prospect  of  any  chadge  in  circular  prices 
for  some  time.  Present  conditions,  it  is  thought, 
will  not  warrant  anv  advance,  while  the  oper¬ 
ators  claim  to  be  selling  as  cheap  now  as  can  be 
done  without  loss,  so  that  there  is  no  probability 
of  any  decline.  Rather  than  mine  at  a  loss  the 
operators  are  announcing  their  determinations  to 
shut  down  the  mines  temporarily,  if  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  find  an  outlet  for  their  products. 

The  local  dealers  are  not  optimistic  in  their 
views  of  the  future,  and  have  given  up  all  hope 
of  doing  anything  that  savors  of  phenominal  busi¬ 
ness.  They  say  there  is  already  a  large  supply 
of  coal  on  hand,  with  spring  fast  approaching. 
Even  the  opening  of  the  lake  season,  which  is 
still  a  long  ways  off.  is  not  looked  upon  as  un¬ 
usually  promising.  The  extremely  mild  weather 
all  over  the  country  has  resulted  in  large  sup¬ 
plies  of  coal  still  on  hand  in  the  northwest,  and 
unless  that  is  used  up  it  is  thought  that  the 
lake  traffic  will  be  sadly  affected. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  Coal  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  called 
upon  the  local  offices  this  week. 

Local  dealers  received  a  call  this  week  from 
C.  S.  Beardsley,  of  the  firm  of  W.  H.  Warner 
&  Co.,  Cleveland. 

James  DeWolfe,  former  local  manager  of  the 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  is  preparing  to 
remove  to  Columbus,  to  assume  his  new  duties 
as  general  sales  agent  of  the  company.  The  lo¬ 
cal  office  will  be  closed  here  about  February  10. 

J.  C.  Price,  sales  agent  of  the  Akron  Coal 
Company,  was  a  Toledo  visitor  this  week. 

E.  D.  Scott,  representing  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Company,  was  in  the  city  recently  on  busi¬ 
ness  connected  with  his  company. 

S  G.  Thomas,  secretary  of  the  Gallia  Coal 
Company,  of  Jackson,  Ohio,  made  a  recent 
round-up  of  the  city  coal  offices. 

G.  A.  Cobb,  sales  agent  of  the  Silver  Run 
Coal  Company,  of  Middleport,  Ohio,  was  in  the 
citv  recently  on  business. 

Fred  B.  Pritchard  and  F.  L.  Ten  Eyck  have 
nurrhased  the  retail  yard  formerly  belonging  to 
'Sabin  ft  Schmeltz,  on  Bush  street,  and  have 
opened  it  for  business.  The  vard  has  been  idle 
for  some  time  previous  to  the  new  ownership. 
Fred  B.  Pritchard  is  well  known  to  the  Toledo 
coal  dealers,  having  for  a  long  time  conducted  a 
successful  wholesale  business  under  the  style  of 
the  Pritchard  Coal  Company.  The  new  retail 
yard  will  also  be  conducted  under  the  same  title 
as  the  wholesale  business. 

A  transaction  was  closed  last  week  whereby  the 
Hood  Coal  Company,  of  this  city,  will  handle 
the  entire  output  of  the  coal  from  the  mine  of 


the  Marrowbone  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  near 
Rockhouse,  Ky.,  in  the  Big  Sandy  district.  This 
coal,  which  is  known  as  Elkhorn  smokeless,  is 
now  being  mined  at  the  rate  of  from  150  to  200 
tons  per  day.  The  capacity  is  being  increased 
and  it. is  expected  that  within  sixty  days  it  will 
have  a  daily  output  of  nearly  400  tons. 


Short  Weight  Claims. 


Michigan  and  Indiana  Association  Wants 
a  Law  Passed  Requiring  Ter¬ 
minal  Weights. 


One  hundred  and  fifty  coal  dealers,  for  the 
most  part  members  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana 
Retail  Coal  Association,  met  in  the  parlors  of 
the  Wayne  hotel  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  on 
January  15.  The  occasion  was  the  regular 
mid-winter  session  of  the  executive  board,  com¬ 
bined  with  a  district  meeting  of  the  members 
from  in  and  around  Fort  Wayne. 

At  the  board  meeting  several  items  of  im¬ 
portance  were  considered,  among  which  was 
the  location  of  the  fourteenth  annual  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  organization.  It  was  decided  to 
accept  the  invitation  of  the  Detroit,  Mich., 
coal  people  and  to  hold  the  convention  in  De¬ 
troit,  during  the  first  week  in  June,  the  days 
to  be  determined  later.  Ample  notice  of  the 
exact  date  will  be  given. 

It  is  the  desire  of  many  members  to  visit 
the  anthracite  coal  region,  and,  if  it  is  possible 
to  do  so,  an  excursion  to  the  mines  will  be 
arranged  in  connection  with  the  convention. 
This  will  add  a  most  desirable  feature,  and 
one  which  '  will  be  highly  appreciated  by  all 
coal  dealers. 

During  the  afternoon  session  the  matter  of 
“short  weight”  shipments  was  mentioned,  and 
proved  to  be  of  such  intense  interest  that  it 
became  the  theme  of  discussion  and  prolonged 
the  meeting  far  beyond  the  usual  closing  hour. 
The  item  of  “short  weights”  is  most  important, 
and  one  that  interests  coal  dealers  to  a  very 
great  degree  at  the  present  time,  for  it  is  due 
to  this  cause  that  coal  dealers  find  a  deficit  in 
place  of  profit  when  they  come  to  compute  the 
outturn  of  a  season’s  business. 

Many  plans  for  the  abatement  of  this  se¬ 
rious  evil  were  advanced,  and  at  times  the  dis¬ 
cussion  grew  decidedly  warm,  with  the  result 
that  a  vigorous  campaign  is  to  be  instituted 
at  once  "to  interest  all  members  of  the. associa¬ 
tion  in  a  crusade  for  better  service,  and  a  more 
careful  handling  of  coal  shipments  by  the  va¬ 
rious  transportation  companies  operating  in 
that  territory.  In  order  to  bring  about  re¬ 
sults  it  was  determined  to  make  use  of  the 
bill  of  lading  as  a  means,  and  to  request  of 
all  shippers  a  bill  of  lading  with  every  carload 
of  coal  purchased,  making  all  orders  contin¬ 
gent  upon  compliance  with  this  demand.  To 
insist  upon  the  carrier  making  good  all  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  weights  shown  on  the  bill 
of  lading  and  the  outturn  weights  of  the  coal 
at  destination.  This  will  insure  partial  relief, 
and  is,  without  doubt,  a  most  business-like  and 
proper  method  of  defense  against  practices 
which  are  in  vogue  relative  to  the  handling  of 
coal  shipments  by  the  railroad  companies.  It 
will  go  far  in  curtailing  the  habit  of  accepting 
shipments  on  shippers’  weights,  and  making  no 
effort  whatever  to  verify  same  by  reweighing. 

It  was  further  determined  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of 
the  legislatures  of  both  Michigan  and  Indiana 
in  an  effort  to  obtain  a  law  compelling  the  va¬ 
rious  railway  companies  to  maintain  track 
scales  at  convenient  distances,  in  order  that 
practically  destination  weights  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  at  all  stations  so  that  the  freight  charges 
may  be  computed  on  a  basis  of  destination 
weights;  and  to  provide  for  a  specified  time 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  for  shortage  in 
cases  where  losses  occur  during  the  period  of 
transportation. 


The  office  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 
located  at  the  No.  6  dock,  Superior,  Wis.,  was 
recently  destroyed  by  fire,  the  cause  of  which 
is  unknown.  The  damage  is  estimated  by 
$1,000,  fully  covered  by  insurance. 


Competition  That  Kills. 


A  circular  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Kelly’s 
Creek  Colliery  Company  of  Ward,  Kanawha 
county,  W.  Va.,  which  tells  its  own  story  of  the 
kind  of  competition  that  kills  the  independent 
coal  business.  The  circular  follows : 

“If  you  will  read  this  carefully  before  throw¬ 
ing  it  into  the  waste  basket,  I  believe  it  will  give 
you  some  information,  that  may  be  of  interest  to 
you  and  will  explain  to  you  more  fully,  than 
could  be  explained  in  any  other  way  our  present 
conduct. 

“When  we  started  into  business  about  five  years 
past  with  $150,000  to  develop  a  coal  mine  on  the 
Kelly’s  Creek  &  North  Western  Railroad  a  short 
branch  tributary  to  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan 
Railway,  we  very  naturally  supposed  the  Kanawha 
&  Michigan  would  furnish  us  cars  in  which  to 
ship  our  coal  as  they  have  been  for  years,  and 
as  they  are  still  furnishing  to  many  other  coal 
mines  on  short  lines  tributary  to  it  and  similar 
in  every  way  to  the  Kellys  Creek  &  North  West¬ 
ern  Railroad,  but  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan 
Railway  refused  to  furnish  us  a  single  car  in 
which  to  ship  coal,  after  very  expensive  delay 
during  negotiations  and  litigations  over  this  ques¬ 
tion,  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  forced  us  into 
the  position  where  we  were  confronted  with 
bankruptcy  in  consequence  of  our  inability  to 
ship  coal,  or  where  we  had  to  finance  the  Kansas 
City  &  North  Western  Railroad  to  the  extent  of 
about  $300,000  to  enable  that  road  to  purchase 
and  furnish  us  cars  which  the  Kanawha  &  Mich¬ 
igan  should  have  furnished.  In  perfecting  the 
arrangement  with  the  Kansas  City  &  North 
Western  Railroad  under  which  they  were  to 
purchase  and  supply  us  with  cars  we  were  forced 
into  the  position  of  obligating  ourselves’ to  keep 
their  cars  moving  constantly,  which  we  could  do 
very  readily  under  normal  conditions,  but  which 
we  are  obligated  to  do  regardless  of  market  con¬ 
ditions,  for  the  above  mentioned  reasons,  we  are 
now  forced  into  the  position  of  having  to  sell  our 
coal  below  its  actual  cost  at  the  mines  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  cars  owned  by  the 
Kellys  Creek  &  North-Western  Railroad  in 
service  in  accordance  with  our  obligation.  We 
believe  this  explanation  is  due  to  our  dealer 
friends  as  well  as  to  our  jobber  and  operator 
friends,  as  without  this  information  it  would 
seem  that  we  had  charged  our  friends  an 
unreasonable  price  for  coal  during  the  past  six 
months,  or  that  we  were  now  viciously  and 
unreasonably  demoralizing  the  market.  Neither 
of  which  is  correct.  I  might  add  that  during 
the  year  1907  when  the  market  was  most  active 
and  when  we  received  the  best  price  for  coal, 
our  net  profits  were  only  sufficient  to  give  us 
8  per  cent  interest  on  our  entire  hazardous  in¬ 
vestment,  which  I  do  not  believe  any  one  will 
consider  to  have  been  an  unreasonable  profit, 
and  that  the  price  at  which  we  are  now  selling 
you  coal  nets  us  an  actual  substantial  loss. 

“Many  coal  mines  under  present  conditions  can 
save  money  by  closing  down  and  producing  no 
coal  at  all,  winch  you  have  doubtless  learned 
through  the  papers  has  been  done.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  we  cannot  pursue  that  policy  without  vio¬ 
lating  our  every  obligation  and  without  sustain¬ 
ing  a  more  serious  loss  on  account  of  such  obli¬ 
gations  and  unusual  heavy  fixed  charges,  which 
would  run  on  and  we  would  have  to  pay,  whether 
we  produced  coal  or  laid  idle. 

“Therefore,  our  competitors  should  not  be  cen¬ 
sured  for  charging  a  higher  price  under  present 
conditions  than  we  do,  nor  would  we  be  en¬ 
titled  to  any  credit  for  naming  the  lo/w  prices 
that  we  quote  you.  The  position  is  one  in 
which  we  have  been  forced  and  is  one  of  which 
we  have  no  control. 

“It  is,  to  say  the  least,  unfortunate  to  be  forced 
into  a  position  where  we  are  required  to  sacrifice 
and  sell  our  coal  at  an  actual  loss.  We  would 
much  prefer  to  leave  it  in  the  aground.  But 
we  can  not  do  so.  (Signed)  Yours  very  truly, 
J.  W.  Dawson,  General  Manager  Kellys  Creek 
Colliery  Company. 


The  foundation  for  the  new  breaker  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  at  Jeansville, 
Pa.,  has  been  completed  and  everything  is  now 
ready  for  the  starting  of  the  structure. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Weather  Conditions  Unfavorable  for  An¬ 
thracite  Consumption-Bituminous 
Shows  Little  Change. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  January  30. 

The  anthracite  trade  is  still  dull,  the  weather 
being  entirely  too  mild  to  cause  a  heavy  con¬ 
sumption.  Last  week  a  snow  that  was  general 
throughout  the  east  brought  but  little  new  busi¬ 
ness  as  the  thermometer  did  not  record  a  lower 
temperature.  The  demand  this  week  is  practi¬ 
cally  nil  so  far  as  new  business  is  concerned.  The 
retailers  have  done  but  very  little  buying  through 
January  and  as  many  of  the  companies  are 
getting  pretty  well  up  with  their  old  orders,  new 
business  would  be  very  acceptable. 

As  announced  last  week  the  Reading  closed 
down  its  collieries  for  two  days.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  one  other  company  all  the  companies 
worked  the  full  six  days  of  the  week,  and  so  far 
as  can  be  learned,  all  of  the  companies,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  the  Reading,  will  operate 
the  full  six  days  this  week.  After  the  first,  un¬ 
less  relief  comes  in  the  way  of  severe  weather, 
the  companies  will  be  compelled  to  close  down 
their  collieries  several  days  each  week,  or  put 
coal  in  stocks.  Just  what  the  January  produc¬ 
tion  will  amount  to  is  yet  a  matter  of  conjec¬ 
ture,  but  estimates  indicate  that  output  was  heav¬ 
ier  than  for  January,  1907.  Along  the  line,  not 
much  coal  has  been  added  to  stocks,  but  some  of 
the  companies  have  taken  advantage  of  the  fall¬ 
ing  off  in  trade  to  replenish  their  stocks  at  New 
England  ports.  The  amount  of  coal  though,  that 
has  gone  to  these  storage  points  this  month,  has 
not  been  heavy  for  the  reason  that  the  boats 
have  not  been  able  to  make  their  usual  sched¬ 
ules,  owing  to  the  stormy  weather. 

The  anthracite  trade  is  not  dull  in  spots,  as  some 
people  are  inclined  to  believe,  but  a  general  falling 
off  in  demand  is  noted  from  nearly  every  sec¬ 
tion.  Retailers  are  pretty  well  stocked  up  and 
they  are  not  disposing  of  enough  coal  to  con¬ 
sumers  to'  make  it  necessary  to  do  much  re¬ 
plenishing.  The  line  trade  is  getting  quieter  each 
week,  but  it  has  held  up  remarkably  well  con¬ 
sidering  the  general  situation,  and  this  trade  has 
taken  a  good  deal  of  coal  the  past  few  months. 
Dealers  at  line  points,  however,  seem  to  be  in 
the  same  fix  as  dealers  in  the  large  cities — they 
are  well  stocked. 

While  there  has  been  considerable  newspaper 
talk  about  the  probable  action  of  the  companies 
as  to  the  usual  April  reduction,  it  can  be  said 
with  authority  that  nothing  definite  has  been  done 
as  yet..  The  trade  seem  to  think  that  the  reduc¬ 
tion  will  be  made  at  the  regular  time. 

The  steam  sizes  are  more  plentiful  this  week 
than  heretofore,  and  some  shippers  with  car¬ 
goes  awaiting  orders,  are  willing  to  make  con¬ 
cessions  to  move  the  coal  promptly.  Even  pea 
coal  seems  to  be  in  better  supply,  and  in  some 
instances  concessions  have  been  made  to  move 
this  popular  size.  Of  the  prepared  sizes,  chest¬ 
nut  is  about  the  only  one  that  can  be  said  to  be 
active.  Stove  is  in  fair  demand  while  egg  is 
very  long. 

Collections  are  not  as  prompt  as  would  be 
liked.  Considering  the  general  dullness  in  all 
lines  of  trade,  the  coal  trade  is  satisfied  that  col¬ 
lections  are  no  worse. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

Tn  the  bituminous  situation  there  is  a  slight 
improvement  and  operators  and  dealers  gener¬ 
ally  are  more  hopeful  for, the  immediate  future 
than  they  have  been  for  some  time.  The  situa¬ 
tion  can  be  said  to  be  improved  for  the  reason 
that  the  ports  are  not  so  full  of  coal  as  they  have 
been.  There  is  consequently  not  so  much  coal 
offered  at  sacrifice  prices.  In  some  instances, 
some  of  the  embargoes  placed  against  shippers 
have  been  raised  by  the  railroads,  but  the  miners 
are  not  sending  coal  to  tide  now  except  upon 
orders,  so  that  with  the  supply  of  spot  coal  les¬ 
sened,  the  tendency  toward  lower  prices  is 
checked.  From  now  on,  it  is  believed  that  there 
will  be  but  little  coal  sent  to  market  except  upon 


orders,  and  that  prices  will  be  more  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  cost  of  mining,  transportation 
and  selling  than  they  have  been  since  the  panic. 
Many  miners  and  shippers  have  been  hard  hit 
the  past  few  months,  and  they  have  now  ap¬ 
parently  learned  the  lesson  that  coal  cannot  be 
sold  unless  there  is  a  demand  for  it,  and  in  the 
future  some  of  these  shippers  are  going  to  be 
pretty  certain  that  this  demand  really  exists  be¬ 
fore  they  start  shipments  to  market. 

As  stated  last  week,  operators  in  the  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  fields  decided  upon  a  radi¬ 
cal  reduction  until  the  situation  improves,  and  so 
far  as  can  be  learned,  this  curtailment-  is  being 
enforced.  In  the  Pennsylvania  fields  production 
is  greatly  curtailed.  While  some  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  are  working  almost  full,  they  are,  fortun¬ 
ately,  supplied  with  contracts.  Those  operators 
who  have  few  orders  are  compelled  by  necessity 
radically  to  reduce  their  output  and,  taken  alto¬ 
gether,  this  curtailment  will  soon  have  its  effect. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  practically  dead.  Con¬ 
tract  business  for  this  territory  is  all  over,  and 
very  little  spot  coal  is  being  sold.  In  New  Eng¬ 
land  no  improvement  is  to  be  noted  except  that 
the  accumulation  of  demurrage  coal  is  being 
pretty  well  cleared  up. 

Along  the  sound  trade  shows  more  activity. 
In  spots  some  sales  are  being  made,  and  there 
is  more  inquiry  than  in  some  months. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  unimproved.  De¬ 
murrage  coal  is  not  so  plentiful  and  one  seldom 
hears  of  lower  prices  than  $2.20  to  $2.25  being 
named.  Average  grades  of  Pennsylvania  steam 
coals  sell  at  $2.40  to  $2.60,  while  some  of  the 
high  grade  West  Virginia  and  Maryland  coal 
sell  at  prices  more  in  accord  with  their  contract 
price. 

In  the  vessel  situation  no  change  is  noted. 
Boats  are  plentiful  and  but  few  charters  are  be¬ 
ing  made.  Rates  are  unchanged  from  our  last 
report. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md„  January  30.— I  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  little  better,  but  not  at.  all  what 
might  be  wished  for.  Such  is  a  summary  of 
the  trade  situation  here.  Snow  and  colder 
weather  have  had  restricting  influences  on  the 
movement  to  tidewater,  but  there  has  been 
plenty  of  coal  on  hand  to  prevent  any  great 
upward  movement.  The  added  strength,  how¬ 
ever,  was  very  welcome  after  a  continuous 
downward  performance  of  the  market. 

Vessel  offerings  are  still  numerous  for  the 
season  and  charter  rates  are  low,  this  applying 
both  north  and  south.  A  Galveston  charter 
this  week — that  of  the  schooner  Helen  E.  Taft 
— was  made  as  low  as  $1.  Last  summer  dur¬ 
ing  the  vessel  scarcity  $1.60  was  no  unusual 
figure  to  the  same  port. 

The  Maryland  legislature,  now  in  session,  is 
to  consider  a  number  of  bills  dealing  with  coal 
mining.  Seven  bills  have  already  been  intro¬ 
duced. 

The  laws  proposed  follow:  Fixing  eight 
hours  as  the  maximum  hours  for  labor  in  the 
mines;  forbidding  the  appointment  of  private 
police  unless  they  serve  in  the  county  in  which 
they  reside;  limiting  the  amount  of  deduction 
permitted  when  a  miner  has  unloaded  impuri¬ 
ties  with  coal  into  a  car ;  requiring  mine  oper¬ 
ators  to  keep  an  ambulance,  stretchers  and 
blanket  at  each  mine  for  use  of  injured  and  to 
provide  a  lavatory  and  wardrobe  at  each  mine; 
empowering  the  mine  inspector  to  appoint  a 
check  weighman  at  the  expense  of  -the  miners 
employed;  providing  that  the  distance  between 
air  cross-cuts  shall  not  be  more  than  twenty 
yards,  in  order  that  ventilation  may  be  ade¬ 
quate;  authorizing  the  state’s  attorney  to 
amend  indictments  to  conform  to  facts. 


Significant  Figures. 

The  announcement  just  made  of  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad  earnings  for  December,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  month  of  the  previous 
year,  is  significant.  Gross  earnings  showed  a 
decrease  of  $1,065,348,  and  net  earnings  a  de¬ 
crease  of  $1,230,469.  For  six  months  gross 
earnings  increased  $1,953,751,  while  net  earn¬ 
ings  decreased  $1,953,751. 


Commenting  upon  the  big  decrease  of  net 
earnings  for  December,  President  Murray  said 
that  there  was  an  increase  in  expenses  of  $165,- 
000  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  increased 
rates  of  pay  and  increased  charges  for  depre¬ 
ciation,  and  that  the  decrease  was  primarily 
due  to  the  falling  off  of  more  than  $1,000,000 
in  gross  revenue.  More  than  85  per  cent  of 
the  decrease  was  in  connection  with  the  steel 
industry,  affecting  particularly  coke,  ore  and 
pig  iron.  In  the  Connellsville  region  alone  the 
number  of  cars  of  coke  moved  by  all  lines  was 
about  23,000,  as  compared  with  about  61,000  for 
December,  1906. 


Troubles  of  the  Fidelity. 

Judge  Gorter  has  signed  an  order  in  the  Cir¬ 
cuit  court  here  appointing  George  G.  Mister  re¬ 
ceiver  for  the  Fidelity  Coal  &  Iron  Company. 
The  action  was  taken  on  a  creditor’s  petition, 
the  petitioners  being  receivers  for  the  Farmers’ 
Trust,  Banking  and  Deposit  Company,  to 
which  it  is  alleged  the  coaj  company  owed  $16,- 
636.17  in  promissory  notes.  The  trust  company 
failed  last  fall. 

The  coal  company  leased  the  largest  and 
finest  coal  pocket  in  the  south.  The  structure 
has  a  capacity  of  4,000  tons.  The  pocket  is 
owned  by  the  Baltimore  Storage  &  Distribu¬ 
tion  Company. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

Very  few  charters  are  being  effected  in  the' 
export  coal  trade,  and  although  there  are  not 
very  many  steamers  now  offering,  the  boats  that 
are  in  the  market  are  offered  at  rates  consider¬ 
ably  under  last  quotations,  without  developing 
new  business.  The  increased  demand  for  steam¬ 
ers  for  grain,  timber,  etc.,  will  undoubtedly  ab¬ 
sorb  a  number  of  steamers,  and  the  low  sugar 
rates  from  Cuba  will  have  a  tendency  to  advance 
owners’  ideas  on  coal  to  Cuba  or  vicinity,  but 
notwithstanding  these  points,  we  see  no  signs  of 
an  improvement  in  the  freight  market  in  the  near 
future. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows :  $1.30  to  $1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 
$1.75  to  $1.85  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.50  to 
Cienfuegos;  $1.60  to  Diaquiri;  $1.65  to  $1.70  to 
Santiago;  $1.55  to  $1.60  to  Colon;  $1.70  to  $1.80 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.75  to  $1.85  to  St. 
Lucia;  $1.40  to  $1.50  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.70  to 
$1.80  to  Barbados ;  $1.50  to  $1.70  to  Kingston ; 
$1.20  to  $1.25  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao ;  $2.40  to 
Demerara  :  $1.75  to  Bermuda  ;  $1.50  to  Vera  Cruz ; 
$1.50  to  Tampico  ($2.30  on  coke  to  Tampico)  ; 
11s  to  11s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  13s  to  14s  to  Ro¬ 
sario;  13s  to  14s  to  Rio;  14s  to  15s  to  Santos; 
10s  6d  to  11s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain 
excluded ;  $4.30  to  $4.50  and  dicharged  to  Ma¬ 
nila  ;  $4.60  to  $4.70  to  Japanese  ports. 


To  Have  Beefsteak  Dinner. 

New  York,  January  30. — ■( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  general  committee  of  the  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association  of  New  York,  has  voted 
that  the  association  have  a  beefsteak  dinner  on 
Saturday  evening.  February  15,  at  7 :30  o’clock,  at 
the  club  house  of  the  Nassau  Boat  Club,  situated 
on  the  Bronx  side  of  the  Harlem  river,  just  north 
of  McCombs (  Central)  bridge.  As  this  affair  is 
intended  primarily  for  retail  coal  dealers  that 
they  may  get  together  socially,  it  has  been  thought 
advisable  to  limit  each  dealer  to  bring  only  one 
friend  outside  of  the  trade,  and  as  this  will  be 
a  strictly  informal  affair,  the  dealers  are  re¬ 
quested  to  attend  in  their  business  suits.  In¬ 
cluding  cigars,  the  tickets  will  be  $3.00  each.  The 
affair  is  in  the  hands  of  the  following  committee: 
Theodore  S.  Trimmer,  chairman,  Olin  J.  Steph¬ 
ens  and  William  Dartt. 


Announcement  of  a  reduction  of  ten  per 
cent  in  the  payment  of  officers  and  employes 
of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Reading  railroads  is 
expected  in  a  few  days,  following  the  action 
taken  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  as  previously 
announced. 
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Buffalo  Market.  Philadelphia  Trade.  Boston  Trade. 


Buffalo,  January  30. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Anthracite  dealers  and  operators  report 
an  improvement  within  the  week  owing  to  a 
lowering  of  the  temperature.  In  fact,  it  may  be 
said  that  business  is  practically  back  to  a  nor¬ 
mal  condition,  the  dullness  which  has  charac¬ 
terized  the  past  two  months  having  perceptibly 
brightened.  That  the  trade  has  taken  an  active 
brace  is  shown  by  the  quantity  of  new  orders 
coming  in  and  the  fact  that  these  orders  are 
of  more  substantial  character.  Previous  to  this 
week  there  has  been  what  the  dealers  "term  a 
hand-to-mouth  condition,  but  now  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  heavy  buying. 

Movement  of  coal  to  the  west  by  rail  has 
been  quite  heavy  and  the  eastern  demand  has 
also  been  fairly  active,  though  shipments  to 
eastern  points  have  not  been  as  heavy  as  during 
the  same  period  last  year.  Of  course  business 
depression  receives  the  greater  share  of  the 
blame  for  any  lethargy  niat  has  been  shown  in 
the  coal  market. 

While  the  market  has  been  quiet  for  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  month,  owing  to  mild  weather, 
jobbers  have  been  pleased  rather  than  otherwise, 
for  it  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  get  cleaned 
up  on  old  orders  and  they  are  now  ready  to 
take  care  of  the  new  business  coming  in.  There 
is  a  general  feeling  that  there  will  be  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  present  activity,  for  it  is  not  thought 
that  Buffalo  will  escape  her  usual  allowance  of 
cold  weather,  which  is  generally  most  pro¬ 
nounced  in  February  and  March. 

Retail  business  is  excellent,  according  to  state¬ 
ments  of  the  dealers.  As  was  to  be  expected, 
the  falling  of  temperature  was  a  stimulant,  but 
the  activity  of  the  week  was  far  heyond  ex¬ 
pectation.  There  is  still  a  sttrong  demand  for 
chestnut  and  pea  coal  is  in  increased  demand, 
while  the  supply  of  stove  and  other  larger  sizes 
is  fully  adequate.  Operators  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  situation  now  presents  a  more  encour¬ 
aging  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  the  season 
than  it  has  in  a  long  time. 

Bituminous  Trade. 

Much  more  optimistic  are  the  bituminous 
operators  than  they  were  a  month  ago.  The 
last  week  of  January  has  outclassed  all  previous 
weeks  of  the  month  in  the  matter  of  activity 
and  general  improvement  in  the  trade.  Al¬ 
though  business  is  considerably  behind  what  it 
was  a  year  ago,  a  comparison  of  operations  in 
Buffalo  with  those  of  other  cities  reveals.  the 
fact  that  there  is  as  much  if  not  more  business 
being  done  here  than  in  those  brought  up  for 
comparison.  While  the  weather  has  had  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  improving  the  situation,  oper¬ 
ators  feel  that  there  is  a  tendency  to  improve¬ 
ment  which  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  weather, 
but  to  a  large  extent  to  the  improvement  in  th'e' 
industrial  world’s  activity,  the  resumption  of 
operations  in  large  factories  and  mills  and  a 
natural  demand  for  coal  which  has  resulted. 

While  mine  operations  have  not  been  so  active 
as  usual,  there  has  been  no  trouble  experienced 
in  filling  orders,  but  with  increased  business, 
which  dealers  believe  they  have  in  sight,  there  is 
likely  to  be  some  trouble  in  producing  output 
conditions  to  harmonize.  Prices  remain  firm, 
with  a  tendency  to  improvement.  There  are  no 
stocks  of  coal  here  of  any  amount,  and  doubt¬ 
less,  if  conditions  improve  as  the  optimists  be¬ 
lieve  they  will,  the  independent  dealer  will  again 
be  much  in  evidence. 

E.  C.  Roberts,  general  manager  of  the  E.  L. 
Hedstrom  Coal  Company,  has  just,  returned 
from  a  week’s  business  trip  to  West  Virginia. 


Huntingdon  S,  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the 
road  for  the  week  ending  January  25,  and  pre¬ 
viously  during  the  year: 


Broad  Top  Cumberland 


Week  Jan.  25,  1908 . 

Corresponding  week  in  1907.. 

.11.752 

7,092 

19,204 

.20,429 

15,954 

30,383 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 

.48,650 

24,515 

73,460 

Corresponding  period  in  1907. 

.72,287 

73,444 

145,632 

Total  for  week . 

19,264 

Decrease  for  week . 

17,119 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date 

73,406 

Decrease  to  date . 

72,166 

Philadelphia,  January  30. — .( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  month  just  closing  has  been 
a  most  unfavorable  one  for  both  lines  of  the 
coal  trade.  Unseasonable  weather  has  terribly 
depressed  the  anthracite  trade,  so  that  retailers 
are  way  behind  on  their  sales  as  compared  with 
former  Januarys,  and  unless  they  have  an  ex¬ 
tended  winter  and  some  severe  cold  weather 
they  are  going  to  end  the  season  very  un¬ 
favorably.  The  few  days  cold  weather  last 
week  did  not  have  a  very  noticeable  effect, 
so  far  as  heavy  domestic  buying  was  concerned, 
but  with  the  last  days  of  this  week  colder  we 
are  hopeful  of  considerable  buying,  which  will 
in  d.ue  time  reflect  in  the  wholesale  market. 
So  plentiful  has  anthracite  coal  become  that 
the  production  is  being  curtailed  to  some  ex¬ 
tent;  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Company  closing  down  all  thirty-eight  of  their 
collieries  for  two  days  last  week.  Unless  the 
winter  weather  now  upon  us  lingers  for  awhile 
the  curtailment  in  production  will  have  to  be 
very  radical  unless  the  companies  commence 
storing,  a  policy  most  unlikely  until  after  the 
spring  and  summer  reduction  goes  in  effect  and 
the  pay  of  miners  is  likewise  reduced. 

The  bituminous  operators  are  puzzled  as  to 
the  future.  While  conditions  are  not  worse  than 
they  have  been,  excepting  that  the  accumulation 
of  coal  has  been  materially  lessened,  no  improve¬ 
ment  of  pronounced  effect  can  be  noted.  Phila¬ 
delphia  operators  do  a  large  business  through¬ 
out  New  England,  and  this  trade  at  the  moment 
is  in  bad  shape.  The  consumption  of  coal  in  this 
territory,  which  under  normal  conditions  is  very 
heavy,  is  now  very  light,  a  great  many  factories 
and  mills  being  shut  down  entirely.  This  state 
of  things  has  not  onlv  demoralized  shippers  of 
spot  coal,  hut  it  has  affected  shippers ‘on  contract, 
as  their  buyers  are  either  restricting  their  monthly 
proportion  of  coal  or  are  shutting  off  the  supply 
altogether.  Then  in  most  instances  payments  for 
coal  are  not  prompt,  causing  no  little  embarrass¬ 
ment  to  shippers. 

While  the  accumulation  of  coal  at  the  local 
niers  is  not  as  heavy  this  week  as  in  the  past 
few  weeks,  owing  to  the  embargoes,  there  is 
still  considerable  coal  that  is  being  offered  low 
to  keep  demurrage  down.  There  is  considerable 
coal  at  Port  Richmond  that  can  be  bought  at 
a  figure  which  would  return  to  the  mine  about 
70  cents. 

Locally,  trade  is  very  flat.  Manufacturing 
plants  are  taking  very  small  tonnages,  and  some 
of  the  heaviest  consumers  are  curtailing  to  such 
a  radical  extent  that  their  fuel  needs  are  very 
light. 

Line  trade  is  showing  a  little  better  tone,  that 
is  to  Pennsylvania  points.  There  is  more  re¬ 
sumption  of  manufacturing  in  this  state  than  in 
any  other  in  the  East,  and  dealers  and  operators 
who  cater  to  this  trade  are  more  hopeful.  An 
operator  in  a  well  known  Pennsylvania  coal  re¬ 
ports  this  week  some  very  good  sales,  at  prices 
which  are  considered  very  satisfactory  just 
now. 

Some  of  the  operators  are  predicting  a  quiet 
year,  looking  for  very  little  improvement  in  the 
situation  before  midsummer  or  early  fall,  while 
others  look  for  considerable  improvement  hv 
April  or  May.  The  action  of  the  railroads  in 
cutting  off  trains,  reducing  salaries  and  forces, 
and  in  curtailing  improvements  of  every  nature, 
does  not  augur  well  to  the  coal  trade,  is  the 
opinion  of  some.  With  the  railroads  out  of  the 
market  as  purchasers  of  equipment  and  thousands 
of  their  emploves  reduced  in  salaries,  so  that 
they  do  very  little  purchasing  except  of  actual 
necessities,  a  great  damper  is  thrown  over  the 
general  situation. 


Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  have  decreased 
greatly  since  the  first  of  the  year.  According 
to  the  weekly  report  issued  by  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad  for  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburgh 
and  Erie,  shipments  of  anthracite  have  de¬ 
creased  20,000  tons  over  the  same  period  of 
Tanuary,  1907.  Shipments  of  bituminous  have 
fallen  off  405.000  tons  in  the  eighteen  days  re¬ 
ported  for  this  year,  while  shipments  of  coke 
have  decreased  400,000  tons. 


Boston,  Mass.,  January  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  has  been  very  little  activity 
in  the  anthracite  trade  up  to  the  moment.  Deal¬ 
ers  never  before  found  January  such  a  dull 
month.  The  retail  trade  has  been  very  light, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  wholesale  movement 
has  been  very  much  restricted.  Some  of  the 
companies  are  taking  advantage  of  the  lull  to 
send  some  coal  lost  to  their  storage  points,  the 
stocks  at  which  have  never  during  the  season 
been  very  heavy.  The  snow  storm  of  last  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday  was  too  short-lived  to  stimulate 
the  consumption  of  anthracite  to  any  appreciable 
extent.  Up  to  yesterday,  very  mild  weather  pre¬ 
vailed  for  this  season.  The  thermometer  is  now 
on  the  decline,  and  we  are  promised  some  very 
cold  weather,  for  which  the  coal  trade  generally 
will  be  very  thankful. 

In  the  bituminous  situation  the  only  improve¬ 
ment  noted  is  in  the  clearing  up  of  the  heavy 
accumulations  of  spot  and  in  most  cases,  demur¬ 
rage,  coal  at  the  Eastern  ports.  Many  manu¬ 
facturers  who  are  operating  have  been  able  to 
buy  these  sacrifice  cargoes  very  cheap,  and  that 
they  are  now  out  of  the  way  is  a  very  agreeable 
condition  for  those  shippers  on  contracts.  The 
receipts  of  Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals  are 
now  very  light,  except  upon  contracts,  so  that  to 
purchase  these  well  known  grades  one  has  to  pay 
the  contract  price,  which  is  $2.90  at  the  Roads. 
With  the  exception  of  some  few  lots  demurrage 
coal  to  be  found  here  and  there  Pennsylvania 
coals  sell  on  a  basis  of  $2.30  to  $2.60,  Philadel¬ 
phia.  All  rail  coal  is  on  a  basis  of  $1  up  at  the 
mines.  We  hear  of  some  inquiry  for  contract 
coal  for  the  coming  season,  but  with  the  market 
and  manufacturing  interests  in  such  demoralized 
condition,  operators  do  not  care  to  make  prices 
just  now.  They  prefer  to  wait  another  month  or 
so,  to  sec  if  there  are  not  some  more  changes  in 
the  financial  and  manufacturing  situations.  Up 
to  now,  there  has  been  very  little  improvement  in 
the  New  England  manufacturing  situation  dur¬ 
ing  the  month.  The  consumers  have  been  buy¬ 
ing  coal  very  sparingly.  The  trade  is  hoping 
that  their  stocks  are  very  much  depleted  by  this 
time,  and  that  they  will  have  to  be  heavy  pur¬ 
chasers  from  now  on. 

Vessel  owners  are  suffering  together  with  the 
coal  trade.  Boats  are  not  in  demand  and  many 
are  tied  up.  Owners  are  under  heavy  expense, 
as  many  of  them  have  boats  unde^  charter  by 
the  season,  and  the  paying  of  many  of  their 
men  has  to  go  on  just  the  same  as  when  they 
are  busily  employed.  Freights  from  the  south¬ 
ern  ports  are  from  65  to  75  cents.  Vessels  are 
encountering  bad  weather,  so  that  there  are 
many  losses,  and  deliveries  are  terribly  delayed. 

Philadelphia  Exchange  Election. 

Philadelphia,  January  30. — The  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange  was  held 
at  the  Bourse  last  week,  and  the  election  of  of¬ 
ficers  and  directors  resulted  as  follows:  Presi¬ 
dent,  S.  D.  Hall ;  vice  president,  George  W.  Ed¬ 
monds;  treasurer,  James  M.  Kelley;  secretary, 
Charles  K.  Scull ;  directors,  L.  H.  Kellam,  E.  S. 
Ixiwrv,  W.  C.  Downing,  S.  E.  Donaghy,  W.  J. 
Steen,  A.  K.  McKee,  S.  B.  Crowell,  M.  J.  Mc- 
Cosker.  H.  H.  Yearick,  Frank  S.  Mathers,  How¬ 
ard  White  W.  C.  Kirk.  James  Walker,  Enoch  T. 
Roberts,  M.  J.  Crean,  George  Speese.  • 

Committees  for  the  year,  including  those  on 
short  weights,  finance  and  organization,  were  ap¬ 
pointed. 

The  membership  of  the  exchange  now  com¬ 
prises  about  eightv-five  per  cent  of  the  retail 
dealers  in  the  city. 


Joseph  C.  Carroll  Dies. 

Joseph  C.  Carroll,  of  Racine,  Wis.,  one  of  the 
best  known  coal  men  of  the  northwest,  died 
January  22  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  Mr.  Carroll 
had  been  actively  engaged  in  the  coal  business 
for  twenty  years. 

Upon  his  return  from  a  visit  to  relatives  in 
Colorado  he  contracted  a  cold  which  developed 
into  pneumonia  and  death  ensued  after  a  short 
illness.  Mr.  Carroll  was  at  one  time  local 
manager  for  the  Hedstrom  interests  at  Racine 
and  subsequently  acquired  their  holdings  at  that 
point. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes, 


Edward  Knapp,  of  the  Mesick  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  spent  last 
week  in  the  mining  sections  of  West  Virginia. 

Thomas  Farrell,  of  Wm.  Farrell  &  Sons,  No. 
144  Barrow  stret,  New  York,  well  known 
retailers,  is  spending  several  weeks  in  the 
Adirondack  mountains,  recuperating. 

The  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company  has  or¬ 
dered  its  No.  6  washery  shut  down,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  trade  for  the  smaller  sizes  is  dull 
just  now. 

At  Penn  Argyle,  Pa.,  the  firm  of  D.  Hardy 
&  Son  has  been  succeeded  by  the  Whitney 
Coal  Company.  J.  R.  Whitney  is  in  charge  of 
the  company,  holding  the  position  of  general 
manager. 

The  People’s  Bank  of  Plymouth,  Pa.,  as 
receivers  of  the  Plymouth  Coal  Company,  has 
just  paid  a  ten  per  cent  dividend  to  the  cred¬ 
itors  of  said  company.  This  makes  a  total 
distribution  of  seventy-five  per  cent,  or  about 
$900,000,  during  their  administration. 

Latest  news  from  the  Virginian  Railway,  H. 
H.  Rogers’  new  road  from’ Deepwater  to  Nor¬ 
folk,  tells  of  the  completion  of  the  Allegheny 
Summit  tunnel.  Trains  will  be  running  into 
Roanoke  in  a  few  months.  The  tunnel  is  a 
mile  long. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  &  Coal 
Company  will  be  held  at  the  offices  of  the 
company  in  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday,  Febru¬ 
ary  4,  when  an  election  will  be  held  for  presi¬ 
dent  and  directors  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Coal 
Company  is  erecting  two  surface  slopes  at  the 
Truesdale  mines,  which  will  be  completed  in 
about  two  weeks.  One  will  go  to  Mills  vein 
and  the  other  to  the  Hillman  vein.  A  large 
force  of  men  are  being  utilized  in  the  work. 

Sanders  Wertheim,  of  L.  Wertheim  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  New  York  and  Jersey  City, 
is  ill  at  this  home,  111  Highland  avenue,  Jer¬ 
sey  City.  Mr.  Wertheim  was  threatened  with 
pneumonia,  but  fortunately  his  trouble  did  not 
grow  so  acute,  and  he  is  now  rapidly  recov¬ 
ering. 

Charles  E.  Conway,  founder  of  the  Buck- 
hannon  &  Northern  and  Fairmont  &  Southern 
Railroad  Companies,  of  West  Virginia,  and 
one  of  the  largest  independent  coal  operators 
in  that  state,  died  last  week  of  appendicitis, 
aged  forty-three.  He  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  in  West  Virginia. 

F.  A.  Potts  and  H.  L.  Herbert,  two  well- 
known  coal  men,  one  very  representative  of 
the  wholesale  and  the  other  of  the  retail 
trade  of  New  York,  are  winter  residents  of 
Lakewood,  N.  J.,  commuting  to  and  fro  each 
day.  Both  have  homes  in  Lakewood,  which 
is  an  ideal  winter  and  summer  resort. 

On  last  Wednesday  evening  the  ball  of  the 
Ulster  County  Social  Club,  held  at  Tammany 
hall,  was  attended  by  quite  a  number  of  trans¬ 
portation  and  coal  men  from  Broadway.  Many 
men  engaged  in  the  coal  and  transportation  line 
in  New  York  hail  from  Ulster  county,  and  the 
annual  balls  of  their  county  social  club  are 
gala  events. 

A  New  York  Central  official  said  this  week 
that  the  road’s  freight  traffic  has  shown  a 
decided  improvement  over  the  past  ten  days, 
and  although  the  volume  of  business  is  still 
considerably  below  that  of  a  year  ago,  con¬ 
ditions  point  to  an  improvement.  He  says 
the  Central  has  used  between  36,000  and  37,000 
cars  within  the  past  ten  days. 

John  Barnes,  of  Philadelphia,  has  just  closed 
a  deal  for  500  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Indiana 
county,  Pennsylvania.  The  tract  lies  in  White 
township,  between  Twolick  creek  and  Ram¬ 
say’s  Run.  The  vein  ranges  from  six  to  eleven 
feet  in'  thickness  and  the  tract  is  particularly 


valuable  from  the  fact  that  it  can  be  easily 
worked.  A  modern  coal  plant  will  be  put  on 
the  property. 

The  Anchor  washery  of  the  Reading  at 
Hecksherville  and  the  Pine  Knot  colliery  at 
Coal  Castle,  employing  together  more  than 
400  men,  were  last  week  ordered  shut  down 
indefinitely.  The  company  has  also  curtailed 
the  operations  of  other  collieries  and  wash- 
eries  from  full  time  to  four  days  a  week.  The 
curtailment  in  production  is  necessitated  by 
the  mild  weather. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek 
Coal  Company,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York, 
with  his  bride,  formerly  Miss  Maxwell,  of 
Brooklyn,  who  have  been  touring  Europe  on 
their  honeymoon,  sailed  from  Liverpool  on 
the  Lusitania  on  the  35th,  and  will  arrive 
here  Friday.  Mr.  Davis  took  an  auto  over 
with  him,  and  much  of  his  time  abroad  was 
spent  in  motoring. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  an¬ 
nounced  a  reduction  in  the  pay  of  all  officers 
and  employers  from  president  down,  effective 
February  1.  The  reduction  in  salaries  from 
$166  a  month  up  will  be  10  per  cent.  Below 
the  $166  figure,  the  reductions  will  not  be  so 
heavy.  President  Murray  sent  out  a  letter  in 
which  he  said  that  “incident  to  a  falling  off  in 
practically  all  lines,  the  management  regrets 
to  find  it  necessary  to  take  radical  action  in 
reducing  expenses.” 

W.  H.  White,  the  well-known  retailer  of 
Seventh  avenue.  New  York,  spends  the  week 
ends  at  Port  Ridge,  N.  J.,  where  he  has  a  coun¬ 
try  home.  Mr.  White  is  one  of  fhe  few  re¬ 
maining  inland  coal  dealers  on  Manhattan.  His 
tonnage  is  distributed  in  a  radius  of  one  mile 
of  his ‘pockets,  so  that  the  expense  of  delivery 
is  very  low.  His  pockets  are  modern,  having 
electric  hoists,  etc.,  and,  taken  altogether,  he 
has  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  plants  in  the 
city. 

When  the  snow  fell  in  New  York  last  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday  retail  coal  dealers  put  on  their 
emergency  premiums,  fifty  cents  a  ton,  to 
cover  the  increased  cost  of  making  deliveries, 
making  the  retail  price  $7  a  ton,  as  compared 
with  the  regular  price  of  $6.50.  On  Sunday  a 
rain  fell,  which,  added  to  the  mild  weather 
following  closely  upon  the  snow  storm,  cleared 
the  streets  so  that  traffic  was  again  normal  by 
Monday  and  the  emergency  rate  was  immedi¬ 
ately  declared  off. 

Walter  H.  Lewis,  assistant  sales  manager  of 
the  Susquehanna  Coal  Company,  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  is  spending  some  time  on  the 
coast  of  California,  recuperating.  He  is  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  wife.  They  will  return  early 
in  the  spring.  Mr.  Lewis  is  one  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna’s  most  valued  men,  and  he  has 
served  that  company  in  a  responsible  position 
ever  since  its  organization.  He  was  connected 
with  the  old  firm  of  Stickney  &  Conyngham, 
prior  to  the  absorption  of  this  company  by 
the  Susquehanna. 

Coal  men  are  interested  in  the  outcome  of  a 
test  suit  which  will  be  made  shortly,  growing 
out  of  demurrage  charges.  C.  J.  McRae,  a 
coal  shipper,  was  recently  given  a  demurrage 
bill  by  the  Norfolk  &  Western  for  $3,000, 
which  he  has  refused  to  pay.  Other  shippers 
will  join  with  him  in  making  a  test  suit  to  see 
if  the  railroad  company  has  the  right  to  charge 
demurrage  under  the  circumstances.  The  de¬ 
murrage  charges  accumulated  when  the  coast¬ 
wise  tug  engineers  and  boat  captains  were  on 
a  strike.  McRae  had  coal  in  cars  at  tide.  It 
was  impossible  to  move  it,  as  no  boats  could 
be  procured.  He  holds  the  railroad  company 
had  no  use  for  the  coal  cars  anyway,  as  little 
coal  was  moving,  owing  to  the  financial  strin¬ 
gency. 

Though  the  official  record  is  not  yet  com¬ 
plete,  an  indication  of  the  falling  off  in  busi¬ 
ness  following  the  financial  flurry  is  shown 


by  a  remarkable  decrease  in  the  number  of 
freight  cars  moved  in  December  and  January 
over  railroad  lines  east  of  Altoona,  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  southern  New  Jersey.  The  re¬ 
port,  which  will  not  be  completed  until  next 
week,  shows  that  there  was  an  approximate 
decrease  of  60,000  cars  on  these  lines  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  The  December  figures  show  that  147,- 
000  cars  were  moved  during  the  month  as 
compared  with  183,000  in  1906,  the  former  fig¬ 
ures  just  equaling  those  recorded  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1904,  following  the  depression  of  1903. 
Traffic  was  greatest  on  the  lines  when  the 
panic  came  in  October,  when  331,000  cars  of 
freight  were  handled,  as  compared  with  301,- 
000  in  the  previous  year.  Such  are  the  condi¬ 
tions  which  the  railroad  people  say  have 
caused  them  to  curtail  expenses. 

Concerning  the  reports  current  that  the  an¬ 
thracite  coal  interests  are  considering  main¬ 
taining  anthracite  coal  the  year  round  at  the 
present  circular  price,  an  official  of  one  of  the 
companies  is  reported  as  saying:  “The  plan 
of  reducing  the  price  of  coal  on  April  1  and 
advancing  it  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  a  month 
until  the  winter  price  is  reached  was  decided 
on  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the  produc¬ 
tion  and  marketing  of  coal  as  nearly  as  pos¬ 
sible  over  the  entire  year.  It  has  been  found 
that  buyers  hold  back  their  orders  in  the  first 
two  or  three  months  of  the  year  and  then  en¬ 
ter  the  market  with  a  rush  on  the  1st  of  April. 
Moreover,  quite  apart  from  this  consideration, 
it  is  true  that  the  mining  of  coal  is  becoming 
more  expensive  from  year  to  year,  and  it  has 
reached  a  point  now  where  perhaps  the  coal 
roads  would  be  justified  in  abandoning  the  re¬ 
duction  in  price  which  customarily  has  been 
made  on  April  1  and  in.  maintaining  coal  at 
one  price  throughout  the  year.” 

Representatives  of  nine  railroads  held  a  con¬ 
ference  on  Monday  with  President  Roosevelt, 
and  were  then  sent  by  him  to  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission.  They  assured  the 
president  that  they  would  do  all  in  their  power 
to  set  their  houses  in  order  against  the  coming 
enforcement  of  the  law  divorcing  coal  roads 
from  owning  coal  mines.  The  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  some  ten  days  ago  said  that  he  would 
agree  to  bring  but  one  test  case  when  the  law 
goes  in  effect  on  May  1,  provided  the  roads 
would  show  a  disposition  to  comply  with  the 
law  within  a  reasonable  period.  The  railroads 
say  that  if  they  are  forced  to  reorganize  their 
extensive  coal  interests  before  next  May  it 
can  only  be  done  at  an  enormous  sacrifice.  It 
is  said  that  following  the  conference  with  the 
railroad  men,  the  president  favors  pooling  un¬ 
der  federal  supervision,  and  that  in  a  message 
to  congress  he  will  recommend  specific  changes 
that  he  thinks  should  be  made  in  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  act. 

Last  week  the  sub-committee  of  the  house 
naval  affairs  committee  granted  a  hearing  to 
the  New  England  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of 
Boston,  regarding  the  purchase  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  three  steel  coal  colliers  built  last 
year  for  their  company.  The  three  colliers  are 
now  under  charter  as  the  Tidewater  Railway, 
which  is  to  give  them  a  regular  supply  of  coal 
for  transportation  is  still  incomplete,  a  sale  of 
the  boats  to  the  government  is  desired.  If 
the  sale  is  made,  it  does  not  mean  that  the 
New  England  Coal  &  Coke  Company  will  aban¬ 
don  its  plan  to  transport  coal  from  the  Roads 
to  Boston  in  modern  colliers.  They  will  im¬ 
mediately  give  an  order  for  the  construction 
of  three  more  colliers  of  the  same  type  as  those 
just  completed,  which  could  be  put  in  commis¬ 
sion  by  the  time  the  railroad  is  completed  and 
a  regular  supply  of  coal  at  the  Roads  is  as¬ 
sured.  The  question  of  the  purchase  of  the 
colliers  is  important  to  the  shipbuilding  and 
labor  interest  around  Boston,  as  it  would  give 
employment  to  hundreds  of  men  at  the  ship¬ 
building  yards,  and  would  also  greatly  help 
the  steel,  machinery  and  equipment  companies 
just  at  the  moment  when  business  is  so  dull. 
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Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


Recent  Incorporations. 

The  Empire  Coal  Company  of 
rinidad,  Colo.,  has  incorporated 
1  nth  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The 
tockholders  and  incorporators  are  all 
f  Denver. 

The  Dauner  Coal  Company.  Indi- 
napolis,  Ind.,  has  been  incorporated 
ith  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000.  The 
irectors  are  F.  E.  Dauner,  Harvey 
).  Trimble  and  W.  S.  Harman. 

The  Vesuvius  Coal  Company  of 
ioulder,  Colo.,  has  been  incorporated 
t  Denver,  Colo.,  with  a  capital  stock 
i  $25,000  by  John  T.  Lund,  T.  P. 
lughes  and  A.  E.  Welby. 

There  has  been  organized  a  Chi- 
ese  company  to  open  the  iron  and 
oal  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Awtow, 
fty-five  miles  northwest  of  Tsuan- 
du.  The  capital  stock  of  the  new 
oncern  is  $2,000,000. 

The  Eureka  Coal  Company  has 
een  incorporated  at  Poteau,  Okla., 
vy  G.  H.  Willis,  H.  G.  Fowler,  H. 
lodash  of  Poteau,  and  J.  M.  Sprand- 
ng  of  Hartford,  Ark.  The  capital 
tock  of  the  new  company  is  $10,000. 
Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
led  by  the  Harrison  Coal  Company 
f  Streator,  Ill.  The  company  has  a 
apital  stock  of  $15,000  and  will  mine 
nd  sell  coal.  The  incorporators  are 
i.  Harrison,  W.  R.  Savage  and  J. 
Coenig. 

The  Hignite  Coal  Company  has 
>een  organized  at  Covington,  Ky., 
v ith  a  capital  stock  ot  $100, 000,  di- 
ided  into  1,000  shares.  The  com- 
>any  will  engage  in  the  business  of 
Icveloping  and  purchasing  coal  and 
imber  lands. 

The  Price  Coal  Company  of  Lo- 
;an,  W.  Va.,  has  been  granted  a  char- 
er  to  do  a  general  mining  business, 
vith  the  main  works  in  Logan 
ounty.  The  capital  stock  is  $50,000. 
.’he  incorporators  are  C.  E.  Price 
nd  J.  W.  Mitchell. 

The  Oskaloosa  Coal  &  Mining 
lompany  has  been  incornorated  at 
)es  Moines,  Iowa,,  to  conduct  a  sen- 
■ral  coal  and  mining  business,  with  a 
apital  stock  of  $lu,000.  The  incor- 
•orators  are  W.  A.  Seevers,  John 
lamsay  and  G.  C.  Woodin. 

The  Sugar  Grove  Coal  Mining 
Company  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,.  has 
ded  articles  of  incorporation  show- 
ng  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The 
ncorporators  and  directors  of  the 
lew  concern  are  James  A.  Richart, 
Richart,  and  Frank  Richart,  all  of 
rerre  Haute. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
ded  by  the  Colonial  Coal  &  Supply 
Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  show- 
ng  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The 
ncorporators  are  Paul  W.  Barrick- 
ow,  Walter  H.  Plant,  E.  E.  Plant, 
I.  S.  Barricklow  and  W.  L.  Mer- 
vine. 

The  McNary  Coal  Company  has 
oeeti  incorporated  at  McNary.  Ky., 
vith  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  for 


the  development  of-  2,100  acres  of  coal 
land  in  Hopkins  county.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  begun  sinking  shafts  on  this 
property  and  within  ninety  days  it  is 
expected  a  mine  will  be  in  operation. 


Eastern  Notes. 

The  coal  office  of  David  Walters, 
Devon  road  and  Reading  railway, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  recently  dam¬ 
aged  by  fire  to  the  extent  of  $700. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Company  has 
declared  a  dividend  of  two  per  cent, 
payable  January  31.  uuoks  closed 
January  23  and  reopened  February  1. 

The  request  of  the  New  Board  of 
Trade  for  a  reduction  of  ten  cents  a 
ton  on  coal  and  other  bulky  freight 
from  points  on  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road  to  the  Tonawandas  has  been 
granted.  This  new  rate  will  go  into 
effect  at  once. 

It  is  declared  in  Pittsburgh  that  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  has  prac¬ 
tically  decided  to  discontinue  the  use 
of  black  powder  in  the  fifty-four 
mines  which  it  operates.  It  is  not 
definitely  known  what  explosive  will 
be  substituted,  but  it  is  believed  that 
dynamite  will  be  used. 

The  coal  business  and  property  of 
Andrew  Crawford  at  1829  North 
Tenth  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has 
been  purchased  by  Harry  W.  Spro- 
son.  The  property  has  a  frontage  of 
fifty  feet  and  is  168  feet  in  length. 
The  consideration  was  $8,500,  of 
which  amount  $6,000  remains  on 
mortgage. 

The  pump  house  of  the  Fernwood 
colliery  near  Yatesville,  Pa.,  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Hillside  Coal  &  Iron 
Company,  was  destroyed  by  a  charge 
of  dynamite  a  few  days  ago.  No  one 
was  on  duty  at  the  time,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  it  was  the  work  of  the 
“Rlack  Hand.”  As  a  result  the 
washery  will  be  idle  for  a  number  of 
days. 

John  Parkinson,  president  of  the 
Parkinson  Coke  &  Coal  Company, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  sold  out  his  in¬ 
terests  in  the  business  and  has  de¬ 
cided  to  retire.  Mr.  Parkinson  will 
make  his  home  in  the  future  out  on 
Long  Island.  He  is  succeeded  as 
president  by  William  E.  Baker,,  who 
for  twenty-five  years  has  been  his 
manager. 


Southern  Notes. 

The  No.  1  furnace  of  the  Tennessee 
Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Company,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  has  been  put  in  oper¬ 
ation,  after  being  banked  for  several 
weeks. 

More  than  two  thousand  miners  in 
the  Elkhorn  and  Thacker  coal  fields  of 
West  Virginia  have  again  resumed 
operations  after  an  idleness  of  two 
months. 

The  Yolande  mines,  where  sixty 
men  were  killed  on  December  16,  have 


now  resumed  operations.  The  mine  is 
now  sprinkled  every  morning  before 
work  commences  to  avoid  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  dust  and  gas.  This  method 
has  been  recommended  by  the  state 
mine  inspectors. 

Shaxum  Brothers,  of  Muskogee, 
Okla.,  are  negotiating  with  real  es¬ 
tate  dealers  in  Oklahoma  City  for  the 
purchase  of  property  on  which  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  large  wholesale  coal  yard. 
The  principal  mines  of  this  company 
are  located  at  Hebryetta  and  have  an 
output  of  two  hundred  cars  daily. 


Western  Notes. 

A  fire  in  the  coal  elevator  of  W.  T. 
Bowen,  Detroit,  Mich.,  recently  caus¬ 
ed  a  loss  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

F.  A.  Prendergast,  president  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Coal  Company,  has 
returned  from  a  trip  to  French  Lick, 
Ind.,  where  he  has  been  recuperating. 

Fire  of  an  unknown  origin,  recently, 
nearly  destroyed  the  elevator  of  the 
Covington  Coal  Company,  Covington, 
Ky.  The  total  loss  is  estimated  at 
about  $35,000. 

A  five-foot  vein  of  coal  has  been 
struck  at  Harmon,  Ill.,  at  a  depth  of 
139  feet.  The  searchers  were  also 
drilling  for  gas,  and  this  was  found  at 
a  depth  of  150  feet. 

Several  hundred  Italians  in  the  min¬ 
ing  town  of  Bush,  Ill.,  have  gone  on 
a  strike  as  the  result  of  a  misunder¬ 
standing  between  the  mine  superin¬ 
tendent  and  one  of  the  coal  diggers. 

The  suit  of  the  Eldridge  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  against  the  Chicago  &  Rock  Isl¬ 
and  railroad  has  been  continued  for 
further  service.  The  suit  is  for  the 
recovery  of  $529  damages,  arising 
from  demurrage. 

Thomas  Thacher  and  M.  Burnham 
of  Trinidad,  Colo.,  have  sold  to 
Charles  V.  Stewart  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  2,500  acres  of  coal  land  between 
Hastings  and  Aguilar.  The  price  paid 
for  the  land  was  $100,000. 


Mrs.  Theresa  Wullner,  whose  hus¬ 
band  was  recently  killed  in  the  mines 
of  the  Penwell  Coal  Company,  Pana, 
Ill.,  was  awarded  five  thousand  dollars 
by  a  jury  a  few  days  ago.  This  was 
the  amount  asked  for. 

The  Central  Coal  Company  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  supply¬ 
ing  coal  to  the  court  house  at  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
contract  is  for  Cherokee  lump  at  $3.75 
and  for  nut  at  $3.25,  and  $3.25  for 
slack. 

The  price  of  all  Wyoming  coal,  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  excepting  the  Rock 
Springs  product,  has  been  reduced 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  This  brings 
the  price  down  to  $5.75,  or  only  twen¬ 
ty-five  cents  a  ton  higher  than  the 
Salt  Lake  product. 

B.  Hirschfield,  manager  of  the  Con¬ 
sumers’  Coal  Company  of  South  Butte, 
Mont.,  has  asked  the  police  to  protect 
his  coal  sheds  from  being  robbed  by 
the  people  of  that  vicinity.  He  says 
that  over  ten  tons  of  coal  have  been 
carried  away  in  one  night. 

The  Washington  Coal  Company  has 
opened  an  office  at  No.  10  Howard 
street,  Spokane,  Wash.,  and  will  han¬ 
dle  exclusively  the  Black  Diamond 
coal  of  the  Havre  Coal  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  of  Havre,  Mont.  The  present 
output  of  this  mine  is  about  1,500 
tons  per  day. 

Proceedings  have  been  instituted  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  against  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  railroad,  alleging  that 
the  railroad  has  an  unfair  rate  for  coal 
from  Bellaire  to  Toledo.  It  is  said 
that  there  is  a  descrepancy  between 
the  open  rate  and  the  rate  granted  to 
a  single  corporation. 

The  Eastern  Ohio  Coal  Company  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  filed  a  suit 
against  the  administrators  of  the  J.  J. 
Phillips  estate,  asking  that  it  be  given 
a  clear  title  to  coal  land  in  Jefferson 
county,  which  it  asserts  Mr.  Phillips 
agreed  to  transfer  to  it.  The  land  in¬ 
volved  is  in  three  different  tracts. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  January  30. —  (Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — There  has  been 
a  freer  movement  of  domestic  coal  this 
week,  as  a  result  of  moderately  cold 
weather.  The  hope  is  entertained  that 
this  is  the  forerunner  of  the  severe  cold 
snap  that  usually  hits  this  latitude  about 
this  time  of  year,  and  that  it  is  not  a 
substitute  for  the  real  thing  itself.  With 
a  week  or  two  of  genuine  winter,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  same  average  of  medium 
temperature,  long  drawn  out  to  the 
verge  of  summer,  that  was  experienced 
a  year  ago,  the  season  will  have  par¬ 
tially  redeemed  itself.  This  would  al¬ 
low  the  dealer  not  only  to  get  rid  of 
his  high-priced  coal,  but  would  also 
place  him  in  the  market  for  new  ship¬ 
ments  and  help  him  to  meet  his  bills. 

In  spite  of  much  cutting  some  ship¬ 
pers  are  conscientiously  maintaining  the 
circular  price  of  $1.50,  preferring  to 
turn  down  customers,  who  are  looking 
for  bargain  coal,  rather  than  to  help 
demoralize  the  market.  Under  present 
conditions  standard  grades  of  coal  fare 
better  than  those  which  have  small  rep¬ 
utation  with  the  trade,  even  when  the 
latter  have  equal  merit  with  the  other 
in  the  way  of  quality  and  preparation. 
While  the  outlook  cannot  be  said  to  be 
rosy,  it  is  the  belief  that  with  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  January,  which  has  long  been 
looked  upon  as  a  hoodoo  in  the  coal 
trade,  the  worst  period  of  the  year  is 
over  and  that  conditions  will  be  better 
from  now  on  until  the  opening  of  the 
lake  season. 

Steam  coals  are  not  showing  much 
improvement,  nor  is  much  expected  from 
this  source  until  there  is  a  more  general 
revival  of  the  iron  trade.  So  far  san¬ 
guine  predictions  have  ,  been  more  in 
evidence  than  actual  resumptions  on  the 
part  of  mills.  A  letter  addressed  to  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Columbus  Board  of 
Trade,  asking  as  to  the  prospect  of  the 
local  steel  plant  being  started  again,  has 
brought  a  hopeful  reply,  but  one  which 
lacks  definiteness. 

A  number  of  mines  throughout  the 
valley  are  practically  idle,  while  others 
are  running  from  one-third  to  one-half 
time.  Just  now  there  is  greater  activ¬ 
ity  than  for  several  weeks  past.  This 
has  brought  about  a  heavier  movement 
of  fine  coal,  the  one  feature  of  the  mar¬ 
ket  which  has  remained  strong.  Prices 
still  range  from  65  cents  to  75  cents. 
Shippers  who  have  been  embarrassed  in 
filling  their  contracts  are  finding  at 
least  temporary  relief,  and  transient  or¬ 
ders  are  being  taken  better  care  of  than 
for  some  time. 


Hocking  Operators. 

Horace  T.  Chapman,  president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company  and  of  the 
Chapman  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  and 
for  many  years  chief  spokesman  of  the 
operators  in  their  dealings  with  the 
miners,  left  for  Indianapolis  on  Tues¬ 
day,  accompanied  by  W.  K.  Field,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Company. 
Besides  these  two  official  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Hocking  field.  First  Vice 
President  Heiner,  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company,  and  other  prominent  local 
coal  men  will  be  present  during  at  least 
a  part  of  the  time  while  negotiations 
are  under  way  for  the  resumption  of 
the  joint  agreement  among  the  opera¬ 
tors  of  the  four  competitive  states  and 
between  the  operators’  and  the  miners’ 
committees. 

Advices  from  Indianapolis  predict  a 
failure  of  the  various  fields  reaching  an 


agreement  on  their  differences,  but  the 
hope  is  felt  here  that  the  joint  agree¬ 
ment  will  ultimately  go  through.  As 
the  situation  is  viewed  from  the  scene 
of  action,  there  is  almost  a  certainty  of 
a  period  of  idleness  this  spring,  pend¬ 
ing  a  settlement  of  the  wage  scale,  as 
market  conditions  are  favorable  to  such 
a  course. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

T.  L.  Cole,  of  the  Odbert  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Cleveland,  was  in  Columbus  last 
week. 

L.  M.  Breeden,  of  the  Eagle  Coal.  & 
Coke  Company,  is  on  a  visit  to  mining 
localities  in  Kentucky. 

Phillip  Huonker,  of  Huonker  &  Wil¬ 
liams,  retail  dealers,  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
was  in  Columbus  on  Tuesday. 

W.  W.  Pool,  of  the  Williamson  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  Williamson,  W.  Va., 
was  in  Columbus  on  Monday. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  of  Detroit,  northern 
sales  agent  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany,  was  in  Columbus  on  Friday  last. 

C.  W.  Fisher,  of  the  Fisher  Manufac¬ 
turing  &  Fuel  Company,  Wilmington, 
Ohio,  was  a  visitor  in  Columbus  on  last 
Saturday. 

C.  C.  Overshiner,  of  Cincinnati,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Campbell’s  Creek  Coal 
Company,  was  in  Columbus  on  Friday 
of  last  week. 

D.  M.  Jones,  a  well-known  coal  sales¬ 
man  of  Columbus,  has  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  Hughes  Creek  Colliery 
Company,  with  this  city  as  his  head¬ 
quarters. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice  president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  is  at  his 
desk  again,  after  being  confined  to  the 
house  for  several  days  by  the  prevail¬ 
ing  epidemic  of  grip. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  of  the  W.  J.  Hamil¬ 
ton  Coal  Company,  returned  from  a  trip 
to  Detroit  on  Tuesday.  He  reports  con¬ 
ditions  in  that  market  as  showing  im¬ 
provement,  and  believes  that  coal  trade 
conditions  on  the  whole  are  not  as  bad 
as  they  were  a  few  weeks  ago. 

C.  D.  Preston,  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Company,  suf¬ 
fered  the  loss  of  his  daughter,  a  young 
woman  of  twenty-five  years,  by  death, 
on  Monday  last.  While  apparently  in 
perfect  health  she  was  taken  ill  on  the 
train  Sunday,  on  her  way  home  from 
Nelsonville,  Ohio.  The  nature  of  the 
disease  was  perforation  of  the  bowels. 

Columbus  is  to  lose  its  only  woman 
retail  coal  merchant  by  tbe  retirement 
from  business  of  Mrs.  M.  C.  Haviland, 
who  for  a  number  of  years  has  con¬ 
ducted  a  yard  at  East  Main  street  and 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  tracks.  Both 
the  plant  and  the  location  are  among 
the  best  in  the  city.  The  purchaser  of 
the  property  is  not  a  coal  man,  and,  it 
is  understood,  that  the  premises  are  for 
lease. 

William  R.  Blair,  auditor  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Gas,  Coke  &  Mining  Company, 
died  at  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Charles  F.  Fisher,  in  this  city,  on  Mon¬ 
day.  Lung  trouble  induced  him  to  go 
south  some  months  ago,  but  not  finding 
relief,  he  came  here  a  few  weeks  since, 
to  receive  the  attention  of  friends.  He 
was  thirty-four  years  of  age  and  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Steubenville,  Ohio.  The  body 
was  taken  to  Cincinnati  for  burial. 

Hocking  valley  operators  are  being 


solicited  by  circulars  to  take  action  in 
favor  of  having  Congress  create  a  bu¬ 
reau  of  mines  and  mining,  a  measure 
that  is  now  being  widely  advocated.  The 
Pittsburgh  district  is  making  an  aggres¬ 
sive  fight  for  this  legislation,  but  as  yet 
interest  here  has  not  taken  an  organized 
form.  The  appeal  is  made  that  unless 
the  important  coal  mining  states  get  into 
line  the  reform  is  liable  to  go  by  de¬ 
fault  through  the  opposition  of  states  in 
which  the  mining  industry  is  unimport¬ 
ant. 

Columbus  shippers  have  been  notified 
than  an  organization  styled  the  “Milan 
&  Jefferson  Township  Bird  &  Game 
Protective  Association,”  has  recently 
been  formed,  with  headquarters  at  either 
Gar  Creek  or  New  Haven,  Ind.,  with 
the  supposed  purpose  of  purchasing  coal 
in  car  load  lots  and  furnishing  same 
to  its  members  under  a  co-operative 
plan.  Henry  Hartman,  of  Gar  Creek,  is 
credited  with  being  the  purchasing 
agent.  This  locality,  being  just  over  the 
Indiana  line  from  Ohio,  is  a  large  pur¬ 
chaser  of  coal  from  this  field.  The  re¬ 
tail  dealers  of  Indiana  will  make  a  fight 
against  this  method  of  “scalping.” 

The  Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of 
this  city,  is  one  of  the  local  concerns 
which  was  selected  as  a  victim  of  the 
fraudulent  schemes  of  the  Reliance  Oil 
&  Grease  Companv,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
whose  president,  John  M.  Bacbert,  at¬ 
tempted  suicide  on  the  22d  inst.,  after 
his  arrest  bv  the  postoffice  authorities. 
The  plan  of  the  concern  was  to  ex¬ 
change  oil  for  coal,  on  its  own  terms, 
securing  what  appeared  as  a  bona  fide 
order  from  a  coal  company  by  a  svstem 
of  flim-flam  correspondence.  The  Eagle 
company,  through  whose  office  the  mail 
of  several  subsidiary  companies  is  han¬ 
dled,  got  onto  the  game  by  finding  that 
the  same  order  for  coal  had  been  sent 
out  generally  to  the  trade.  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  Russell  has  received  notice  from 
the  federal  authorities  at  Cleveland  that 
Bachert  is  recovering  and  will  have  to 
face  prosecution. 

T.  N  Baldwin,  a  prominent  coal  dealer 
of  Niles,  Ohio,  was  in  Columbus  on 
Tuesday  last,  in  the  interests  of  tbe 
Chamberlain  bill,  which  seeks  to  confer 
additional  powers  upon  the  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road  Commission.  A  hearing  was  held 
by  tbe  committee  on  railroads  Tuesday 


bill  has  been  referred  to  a  sub-committee 
for  the  straightening  out  of  certain 
amendments  and  technicalities  which  thei 
hearing  brought  forth.  The  chances  for 
the  passage  of  the  bill  are  considered 
good.  Tbe  railroads  have  put  up  nc 
fight  against  it  before  the  committee. 


Returns  to  Columbus. 

The  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 
makes  the  important  announcement 
that  James  DeWolfe,  its  northern 
sales  agent,  will  be  recalled  to  head 
quarters  here  to  fill  the  newly  created 
position  of  general  sales  agent.  The 
Toledo  offices  are  to  be  closed  and 
the  business  of  that  territory  handled 
through  the  Detroit  office  and  the 
headquarters  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coa' 
Company  at  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  De- 
Wolfe  was  for  many  years  a  residenl 
of  Columbus  and  will  be  welcomed 
back.  His  new  position  is  in  tbe  way 
of  a  promotion,  and  will  give  added 
strength  to  the  organization  here,  re¬ 
lieving  Harry  M.  Beeson,  secretary 
and  auditor,  of  a  portion  of  his  duties 
which  are  becoming  increasingly 
heavy  with  the  growing  business  of 
the  company. 


Another  Coal  Firm. 

H.  E.  Mills,  for  four  years  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  office  force  of  the  New 
England  Coal  Company  and  the 
Northern  Fuel  Company,  is  at  the 
head  of  a  new  jobbing  concern  which 
will  begin  business  about  March  first 
under  the  name  of  the  H.  E.  Mills 
Coal  Company.  This  enterprise  was 
incorporated  on  Tuesday  last  in  the 
sum  of  $10,000,  and  is  composed  en¬ 
tirely  of  Columbus  capital.  Mr.  Mills 
who  will  be  president  and  treasurer 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  trade,  by 
reason  of  his  record  as  a  coal  man  and 
his  high'  personal  character.  A.  S 
Tingley,  one  of  the  most  popular 
salesmen  traveling  out  of  Columbus 
and  for  the  past  two  years  connected 
with  the  New  England  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  is  to  be  secretary.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  backed  by  ample  capital  and 
has  acquired  connections  in  the  Hock 
ing  and  West  Virginia  field  that 
will  be  a  large  factor  in  its  success 
The  offices  will  be  on  the  third  floor 
of  the  Wyandotte  building. 


vening,  at  which  representatives  of 
Uppers  from  different  parts  of  the  state 
nade  addresses  in  support  of  the  bill. 
\  good  share  of  the  time  was  given  to 
he  question  of  coal  traffic.  The  injus- 
ice  of  a  lack  of  through  rates  between 
nany  intrastate  points  on  this  commod- 
tv  was  illustrated  by  Railroad  Commis- 
lioner  Gothlin  by  the  aid  of  a  map.  The 
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Mass.  . . 

Cages  (Udine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Oltio .  43 


Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Penn  Station,  Pa .  46 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 49 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  44 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitta- 

burgh .  4| 

SaviU-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 44 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  42 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  33 
Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 48 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  46 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  18 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York . 47 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  IU. .  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Detective  Agencies. 


Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 
Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  60 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 


Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  39 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio . 40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Cov  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . . 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .  46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 

(Continued  on  Page  40) 


Che  Black  Diamond 

Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  Tournal  of 
its  kind. 


Mines  on  Monongaheln  Reiver,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


We  operate  our  own  Individual  oars 


GENERAL  OFFICES : 


Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr..  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gea’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

O*  MAHYLAIVD 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OK 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <&  420.  17  Battery  Pla.oe,  -  -  -  IV  EW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office,  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 


Youghio£henyGas  &SteamCoal 
Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


I 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vVML 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  anu  ctu  ers  of  the  C< urnaocTand*  Foundry  Use. 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

Af^ITMTC  AT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR  CLEVELAND 

MLalLlV  I  O  A  I  Toledo  Detroit  erie  buffalo  youngstown  akron 


Mr.  CONSUMER 

These  figures  should  prove  to  vou  our  former  assertions  that  we  TAKE 
CARE  OF  OUR  TRADE. 

RAIL  SHIPMENTS  ONLY 

From  April  I  st,  ’04,  to  March  3  I  st,  '05  1 ,  1 99,2  1 6  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  '05,  to  March  31st,  ’06  1,314,414  net  tons 

From  April  1st,  ’06,  to  March  31st,  ’07  1,922,594  net  tons 

First  Six  Months  from  April,  1 907,  to  November  1 ,  1907,  1,307,001  net  tons 
1st  HALF  NOVEMBER,  1907,  150,832  net  tons 

WE  WANT  YOUR  BUSINESS  AND  CAN  GIVE  YOU  THE  SAME  EXCELLENT  SERVICE  OUR  PRESENT  TRADE  IS  RECEIVING. 

THE  MONONCAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  CO. 

OFFICES 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
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W.  k.  FIELD,  President  and  Treasurer. 


H.  B.  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Auditor. 


H.  S.  UEBvin,  Cashier. 


ZTbe  Bew  flMttsburcjb  Coal  Company, 


MINER.S  AND  SHIPPERS  OF. 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 

From  th#  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 

MINES  •  OENERAL  OFFICES, 

50  E.  BROAD  ST.,  COLUMBUS,  O. 


Powell’s  Run  Nos.  1  and  3,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Greendale, 
Equator,  Kittanning. 


SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Ports. 


REGISTERED 


“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 


“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


— 

I 

NOW  READY  FOR  DELIVERY 

A  A  A  A 

The  Art  of 
Wall  Street  Investing 

By  John  Moody 

A  Practical  Handbook  for  investors,  attract- 
f\  ively  printed  and  bound,  and  treating  the 
subject  of  Wall  Street  Investing  in  a  sensi¬ 
ble  and  original  manner.  Many  books  have  been 
written  in  the  past  on  the  general  subject  of  Wall 
Street,  and  special  studies  have  been  made  of  its 
various  phases;  but  this  is  the  first  modern  attempt 
to  cover  the  subject  in  an  attractive  and  popular 
form,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  of  interest  to  the 
individual  investor  as  well  as  to  the  more  expert 
banker  and  broker.  The  book  is  made  up  of 
ten  chapters,  embracing  the  following  subjects: 

I.-Safety  and  security.  II.-Bonds  and  What  They  Represent.  III. -Stocks 
and  What  They  Are.  IV. -Analyzing  Railroad  Securities.  V.-Industrials 
and  Tractions.  Vl.-Investment  vs.  Speculation.  VlI.-“Get-Rich-Quick" 
Schemes.  VIII-Reorganization  and  Syndicates.  IX.-The  New  York  Stock 
Exchange.  X.-Wall  Street  Phrases  and  Methods. 

Price  per  copy,  $1.00  net;  by  mail,  $1.10 

A  A  A  A 

THE  MOODY  CORPORATION 

35  NASSAU  STREET  .'.  NEW  YORK  CITY 


HOW  MANY  EMPLOYES 
HAVE  YOU? 

Does  each  one  get  his  own  Black  Diamond  every 
week,  or  do  you  subscribe  for  one  copy  and  pass 
it  around? 

Ask  any  one  of  your  employes  how  much  good  he 
can  get  out  of  every  copy  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Find  out  how  much  it  will  help  him  in  his  work,  then 
order  as  many  as  you  need  and  charge  it  up  to 
expense  account.  This  investment  will  yield 
good  returns. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 
Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 


Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 


ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 


1 
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Fairmont  Coal  Company 


COAL 


GAS 

steam  F  airmont 

DOMESTIC 


LAKE,  TIDE-WATER  AND  AEE-RAIE  (SHIPMENTS 


FURNACE 

FOUNDRY 

CRUSHED 


COKE 


GENERAL  OFFICES,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  BALTIMORE.  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  Gen’l  Mgr.  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

E.  M.  MANCOURT,  Western  Manager,  Majestic  Bldg.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


NEW  YORK: 

J.  E.  Parsons.  Mgr., 
1  Broadway 


PHILADELPHIA: 

W.M.Wilshire,  Mgr., 
Land  Title  Bldg. 


BALTIMORE: 

E.  P.  Coffin*,  Mr  ' 
Continental  Trad  Bldg. 


BOSTON: 

R..  C.  Gillespie  Mgr., 
State  Mutual  Bldg.,  50  Congresi  St. 


CINCINNATI: 

W.  C.  Rogers,  Mgr., 
Traction  Bldg. 


WASHINGTON: 

W.  A.  Leetch,  Mgr., 
Foot  of  50th  St. 


CLEVELAND, 

A.  E.  Williams.  Agt. 
Western  Reserve  Bldg. 


NORTH  WESTERN  FUEL  00. 

Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents. 
Foreign  Representative:  Sanders  &.  Co.,  I  10  Cannon  8t.,  London. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  STkanawhaAcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 


Miners  and  Shippers  of 


STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF 
Bituminous  Coal 


9f 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


“GARRETT” 


Somerset  County  (Pa..)  Smokeless  Coals 
Office,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TNEA8. 


ft.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER=KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 


PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1026-1627 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 


Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  PULTZ,  Mgr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1409*10 
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Larvdstreet  Coal  (SL  Coke  Co. 


Conducting  a 
General 


F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- BUSINESS - 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Splint  Pocahontas  and  New  River  75  Mines  on  the  c.  &  o. 

r  ,  .  w  •  v  K-  &  M-  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nuai  capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  600,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Coal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec.-Treas. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 


Bituminous,  all  kinds 
Plttston  Anthracite 


Coal-Building  Material. 


211  GRAND  AVENUE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


All  Kinds 


DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


AGENTS  AND 
EXCLUSIVE  SHIPPERS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
“Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 


COVERED  WHARVES: 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee  ALL-RAIL  FACILITIES-CHICAGO 


Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 
3,000,000  Tons 


General  Office:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office :  Planklnton  Building  Chicago  Office:  Fisher  Building 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR.  THE  FAMOUS 


(( 


99 


R.  S.  McVElGH.  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


PUR.EST 

STEAM  — Absolutely  One  Quality  —  DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  o!  the  United  Slates  Coal  4  Oil  Ce. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  capacity  5,000  tons— 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  Kiver 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio 

— - -  WR.ITE  FOR.  PRICES  - - a 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

181  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


POCAHONTAS 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTERED 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Onr  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 


O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKBI/BSS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Cast  Branch  Offices 


i  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y, 
Citizens'  Bank  Building,  Norfolk.  Vi. 
Did  Colony  Building.  Chicago  I1L 
50  C"nure»s  -treet.  Boston  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building.  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President 


C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President 


JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 


Crescent  Coal  <&s  Alining;  Company 

»Oo  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

COVERED  STORAGE,  SHIPPING.  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS’  YARDS —  -  — = 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 


Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHR.ACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


National  Bank  Bldg.  THE  Oa  Ca  BLAKE  COAL  COKE  COa  oidSJS^Bidg, 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &.  KANAWHA 
COKE 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam.  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


"New  River  Semi* Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’I  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  A  CO. 


CENERAL  OFFICES 

BUILDING  CHICAGO 


PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


IUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

TRADE  ADHIRALTY  "ARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tlde=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice*Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

WIARIVIET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati^  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAGEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam.  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mine*  on  Cabin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia  on  ChesapeaLke  and  Ohio  Ra.ilwe.y. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[February  1 


A  dvertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cask 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — First-class  bookkeeper 

for  retail  coal  office.  Box  47,  care  of 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — South  Side  rail  yard; 

junction  preferred.  Address  Box  55, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED— Compe¬ 
tent  young  lady  stenographer;  coal 
experience;  best  references.  Address 
Box  53,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Experienced  bookkeep¬ 
er  and  chief  clerk  for  southern  coal  of¬ 
fice.  Good  chance  for  advancement. 
Box  54,  care  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Thick  vein  Hocking 

coal  mine  in  operation.  Will  pur¬ 
chase  interest  or  outright.  Give  full 
particulars.  Will  consider  good  coal 
land.  Box  48,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


WEIGHM  ASTER  WANTED  — 

One  weighmaster  capable  of  handling 
1,500  tons  per  day.  Married  man  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary,  $70  per  month  to 
start.  Apply  “Weighmaster,”  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Til.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 


WANTED — Position  as  sales  agent 
by  experienced  coal  man  of  proved 
ability.  If  the  salary  is  large  enough 
would  go  on  the  road  for  a  first-class 
operating  company.  Address  Box  24, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Yard  superintendent 

for  yard  on  northwest  side.  Must  be 
experienced  and  thoroughly  reliable. 
Highest  references  required.  Address 
Box  49,  care  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


FOR  SALE — Four  66-inch  x  20-foot 

H.  R.  T.  boilers;  sixty-four  4-inch 
tubes;  McClave  shaking  grates.  Last 
city  inspection  100  pounds  working 
pressure  allowed.  Must  be  sold  at 
once.  Box  51,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  mine, 

Ohio  river  district;  capacity  500  tons 
daily;  new  electric  equipment;  excel¬ 
lent  shipping  facilities;  bargain  for 
cash;  owner  will  retain  minority  in¬ 
terest  if  desired.  Address  Box  52,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Southern  Illinois  coal 

mining  rights;  60,000  acres,  average 
thickness  6  feet.  Good  coal;  mining 
condition  good.  Transportation  1. 
C.  R.  R.  and  other  trunk  lines.  Small 
tract  Saline  county  coal  on  Big  Four 
R.  R.  to  lease  on  favorable  terms. 


FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  coal  land 

on  N.  &  W.  Ry.,  Va.;  three  good 
veins  coal;  one  the  Pocahontas.  Good 
timber  on  tract;  an  exceptional  op¬ 
portunity  for  investment  or  operation. 
Have  other  tracts  of  coal  property  in 
different  states.  Full  particulars  on 
application.  Address  Box  56,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — A  lease  500  acres  in 

thick  vein  Hocking  coal.  Mine  in 
operation,  good  buildings,  miners’ 
houses  and  store.  Would  sell  lease 
or  a  half  interest  to  a  party  who 
would  take  charge  of  the  plant.  Rea¬ 
sons  for  selling,  other  business  re¬ 
quiring  all  of  attention.  Address  B. 
64,  care  Black  Diamond. 

Sr 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 

reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  .Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

— — AND  — 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Mona.dnock  Bldg. 
HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


ENVELOPES,  CARDS,  BILL 
HEADS,  ETC.,  ATTRACTIVELY 
PRINTED  TO  ORDER,  1,000,  $1.25. 
SAMPLES  FREE.  HANNON  CO., 
FORTY-SECOND  AND  PRINCE¬ 
TON  AVENUE,  CHICAGO. 


DIAMOND  DRILL  CONTRACTORS 


We  do  all  kinds  of  Diamond 
Drill  work  by  contra:t  and 
would  be  glad  to  quote  you 
a  price  on  any  work  that  you 
contemplate  doing  in  the  near 
future. 

Our  Drill 
Operators 

are  reliable,  and  men  who  have 
had  years  of  experience  in  this 
work.  Our  representative  will 
be  glad  to  call  on  you  person¬ 
ally  and  give  you  a  price  that 
is  right  for  your  work. 


Birdsboro  Steel  Foundry  &>  Machine  Co. 

Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania 


FOR  SALE 

About  5000  acres  of  coal  land  and  surface 
with  three  miles  frontage  on  Ohio  River. 
The  only  river  mine  on  Ohio  River,  known 
as  the  W.  P.  D  Bush  property.  Un¬ 
qualifiedly  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
investment  and  speculation  offered  in 
this  decade.  To  be  sold  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  the  Union  Circuit  Court 
without  reseive,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
Monday,  October  7th,  1907,  at  the  Court 
House  door,  VIorgansfield,  Union  County, 
Kentucky.  For  full  information  address: 
W.  T.  Harris,  Commissioner,  Morganlield,  Ky. 
Henry  Burnell,  Lincoln  Bank  Bldg.,  Louis¬ 
ville.  Ky. 

David  W.  Fairleigh,  Paul  Jones  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Albert  S.  Brandeis,  L.  t,  N.  oflice,  9th  and 
Broadway,  Louisville,  Ky. 

George  G.  Briggs,  Louisville  Trust  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

H.  X  Morton,  Morganlield,  Ky. 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  c £  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


john  d.  dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

- / 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-30-35-40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  (The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  )  Mills.  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


SAVE  MONEY 


- BY  USINC - 

BUDA 


STANDARD 

SCALES 


The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  fully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  aud 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 
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The  GOODMAN  Electric  Chain 
Breast  Mining  Machine 

Has  no  equal  for  strength  and  power,  nor  for  efficiency  of  performance  in  the  most  severe  classes  of  coal  mining  work 


‘‘Better  than 
the  best 
of  all  the 
rest.” 


Standard  Type 
for  High  and 
Medium  Coal 

Low  Vein  Type 
for  work  in 
Thin  Seams. 


Loading  and  unloading  made  easy,  rapid  and  safe  by  the  Goodman 
Patented  Drop=Front  Truck,  not  to  be  had  with  any  other  machine 


Goodman  Manufacturing  Company 


Halsted  Street  and  48th  Place 
CHICAGO 


Pittsburg 


Nashville 


Birmingham 


Knoxville 


St.  Louis 


Denver 


Charleston,  W.  Va. 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


Dickson  O.  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK' 

OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
InternaLtlona.1  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &  Wire  Co. 

Chicago  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co, 
Inland  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
“Sample"  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very- 
little  value  to  an  advertiser.  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Ne*  York:  Chicago : 

41  Broadway.  1150-56  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  St. 


At  what  others  say.  If  we  had  to 
sell  their  coals  we’d  probably  feel 
about  the  way  they  do,  but  when 
anybody  tells  you  they’ve  got  just 
as  good  coals  as  our 

WINIFREDE  SPLINT 

- AND - 

DIANA  HOCKING 

Take  it  with  a  grain  of  salt.  The 
very  fact  that  they  admit  that  theirs 
are  “Just  as  Good”  as  ours  proves 
they  ain’t,  and  a  trial  will  prove  it. 
Dealers  who  KNOW,  say  Wini- 
frede  Splint  and  Diana  Hocking 
are  the  two  most  economical  and 
most  profitable  soft  coals  on  the 
market.  So  will  you  say  so,  too, 
once  you  get  acquainted  with  them. 

HOSTLER 
COAL  &  COKE  CO. 

CHICAGO  8 
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—  of  New  York:,  Colliery  Owners.- 

ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peale,  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Gen.  Mgr. 

J.  H.  Lumlcy,  Treasurer, 


tl.  vy .  Henry.  i  rattic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Dept. 


9 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 

$> 


E.  E.  Walling,  Gen.  Sales  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldf., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  ACENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND  Jk  I 

ANTHRACITE  VvHL 

PAYTON,  OHIO 

WE  SELL  IT 


HUGHES  GREEK  2  IN.  WEST  VIRGINIA 
DOMESTIC  LUMP 


AND  MAKE  THE  PRICE 

ADDRESS 

JOHN  W.  MOORE,  Cen.  Manager 

Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


'  iONC  OiSTANGE  TELEPHONI  CALL  P.O.BOX  1982 

l-tCIOfc 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
CO  A  Tv 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  4 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  A  ¥ 

Bituminous  V/  v/VL 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The-Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


Iron 

Works 


BUILDERS  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Seli°Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Mention  Til  Black  Diamowd  when  writing  advertisers. 
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fHE  Black  Diamond 

Vol.  40.  No.  6.  c?» 

'?nna°ti  FEBRUARY  8,  1908.  Ssburgh  $3.00  Per  Year. 

Ventilation  of  an  Old  Illinois  Mine. 


Installation  of  a  Powerful  Fan  Not  Only  Purifies  the  Air,  but  Keeps  the  Roads  in  Good  Order 


In  these  days  when  so  much  attention  is  be¬ 
ing  given  to  the  improvement  of  mine  condi¬ 
tions,  that  explosions  may  be  avoided,  any¬ 
thing  which  makes  for  increased  safety  is 
eagerly  sought. 

It  is  apparent  that  were  tests  of  devices 


mon  in  early  development  of  shaft  coal  min¬ 
ing.  This  air  shaft  was  originally  three  feet 
by  six  feet,  but  has  become  filled  up  and  oth¬ 
erwise  reduced  so  that  now  it  is  about  two  and 
one-half  by  five  feet  at  its  smallest  dimension 
and  as  the  shaft  is  three  hundred  and  seventy 


feet  deep  the  rubbing  surface  is  large  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  cross  sectional  area. 

The  Stevens  fan  now  installed  is  ten  feet  in 
diameter  and  is  an  improved  type,  constructed 
entirely  of  steel  and  iron  and  is  therefore  ab¬ 
solutely  fireproof.  This  was  an  important 
feature  at  the  Niantic  mine,  where,  on  account 
of  space,  it  was  necessary  to  locate  the  fan 
immediately  under  the  tipple. 

The  fan  is  supplied  with  a  system  of  doors, 
shutter  and  evase  chimney  so  that  the  air  may 
be  quickly  and  easily  reversed.  The  walls  of 
the  conduit  and  housing  for  reversing  the  cur¬ 
rent  are  of  brick.  The  design  of  the  fan  is 
unique,  as  an  engineer  remarked,  of  peculiar 
construction.  It  resembles  a  snail  in  form,  the 
spiral  chamber  enlarging  from  the  cutoff  trans¬ 
versely  as  well  as  radially. 

The  fan  wheel  is  designed  with  a  diffusion 
chamber  through  which  the  air  is  conveyed 
into  compartments  between  the  vanes  of  the 
fan,  the  inner  surface  being  concave,  so  that 
the  air  passes  through  unobstructed  by  spiders, 
blades  or  scoops  and  is  turned  radially  with 
the  least  possible  friction,  the  whole  idea  of 
the  fan  being  to  reduce  friction  and  obtain  the 
highest  positive  acceleration  in  velocity  of  the 
air  as  it  passes  through  the  fan  wheel.  The 
shape  of  the  vanes  are  also  unique  and  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  spiral  space  the  fan  works 
successfully  against  an  unusually  high  resist¬ 
ance.  This  accounts  for  the  satisfactory  re¬ 
sults  obtained  in  the  actual  tests  made  at  the 
mines  where  these  fans  have  been  installed. 

Another  important  and  specific  feature  of 
this  fan  is  the  size  of  the  bearings,  each  pil¬ 
low  block  with  its  bearing  complete  weighing 
over  1,500  pounds.  The  bearings  are  of  the 
ball  and  socket  pivotal  type  and  perfect  lubri¬ 
cation  is  obtained  by  a  double  chain  oiling  de¬ 
vice.  The  bearings  are  also  water  jacketed  for 
emergencies.  This  ten-foot  fan  is  operated  by 
a  direct  connected  13x12  self-contained,  self- 
oiling  Ideal  steam  engine.  A  number  of  these 


Rear  View  of  Fan,  Showing  Reversing  Doors  Closed. 


made  under  favorable  auspices  little  would  be 
thought  of  the  r.esults.  Where  reformations 
are  made  under  adverse  conditions  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  almost  primitive  settings  the  re¬ 
sults  obtained  are  worth  while  because  they 
are  proof  conclusive  of  the  value  of  the  de¬ 
vice.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  a  good  air 
current  proves  to  have  a  revolutionary  effect 
upon  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  air  currents  becomes  a  matter 
of  vital  moment. 

Operators  of  coal  mines  are  giving  more  at¬ 
tention  to  these  subjects  every  day  and  are 
finding  there  is  much  of  intrinsic  value  in 
them.  For  instance,  in  the  specific  case  in 
hand,  the  mine  had  found  that  haulage  con¬ 
ditions,  under  the  old  system,  were  influenced 
by  the  weather.  Under  the  new  conditions 
the  old  difficulties  are  removed  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  effectiveness,  of  the  motive  power 
inside  the  mine  is  increased.  The  latest  de¬ 
vice  for  improving  mine  air  currents  are,  there¬ 
fore,  proving  double  edged,  in  that  they  are 
remedying  some  old,  bothersome  conditions 
known  to  arise  from  improper  ventilation  and 
also  some  conditions  hardly  thought  to  have 
any  relation  to  the  air  supply. 

The  Decatur  Coal  Company  of  Decatur  and 
Niantic,  Ill.,  has  recently  installed  at  its  Ni¬ 
antic  mine  a  Stevens  centrifugal  mine  fan, 
from  which  some  excellent  and  most  satis¬ 
factory  tests  have  been  obtained. 

This  mine  has  been  operated  for  twenty- 
five  years.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  proper 
ventilation  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  air¬ 
way  consists  of  a  small  compartment  parti¬ 
tioned  off  the  main  hoisting  shaft,  as  was  com¬ 


View  of  Fan  With  Reversing  Doors  Open. 
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An  Economical  Tramway  System, 


engines  have  been  used  with  the  Stevens  fans 
and  have  given  excellent  results.  The  diam¬ 
eter  of  the  steam  pipe  is  four  and  one-half 
inches  and  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet 
long  from  boiler  to  engine. 

B.  H.  Armstrong,  the  superintendent,  re¬ 
cently  gave  the  following  results  of  a  test  run 
made  on  January  2,  1908: 

Fan,  exhausting. 

Barometer,  29.72  inches. 

Thermometer,  30  degrees. 

Eighty  pounds  boiler  pressure  165  feet  from 
the  fan  engine. 

Engine  set  at  one-quarter  cutoff. 

Fan  speed,  210  r.  p.  m. 

Water  gauge,  4.2  inches. 

Volume  of  air  at  the  bottom  of  upcast,  78,- 
000  cubic  feet  per  minute. 

Area  of  airway,  16  square  feet. 

Mr.  Armstrong  further  adds  that  there  were 
some  leakages  in  the  partition  around  the  air 
shaft,  which  they  could  not  measure.  This  would 
probably  make  even  a  larger  volume  of  air 
then  he  reports.  He  also  said  that  previous  to 
the  installation  of  the  fan  their  output  was 
often  diminished  on  account  of  heavy  roads 
due  to  dampness.  They  have  mule  haulage 
and  on  wet  days  they  were  obliged  to  reduce 
the  number  of  cars  per  trip  so  that  the  mules 
could  pull  the  load.  Since  installing  the  fan 
the  dampness  is  drawn  out  and  they  are  able 
to  maintain  normal  roads  and  full,  trips  under 
the  most  unfavorable  weather  conditions.  This 
is  an  item  of  economy  which  was  not  esti¬ 
mated  at  the  time  the  fan  was  installed,  and 
the  above  test  shows  that  by  using  a  fan  of 
such  strength  and  efficiency  the  most  perfect 
ventilation  is  procured  and  the  liability  of  ex¬ 
plosion  disasters  is  reduced.  This  is  a  most 
important  question  at  this  time.  The  loss  of 
lives  during  the  month  of  December,  1907,  by 
colliery  explosions  in  Pennsylvania,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Alabama  has  been  estimated  at  over 
six  hundred  and  has  aroused  a  general  inter¬ 
est  in  the  question  of  efficient  mine  ventila¬ 
tion. 


To  Test  the  New  Law. 


Washington,  February  6. — Attorney  General 
Bonaparte  has  announced  the  line  of  procedure 
he  intends  to  follow  in  the  question  raised  by 
that  part  of  the  Hepburn  rate  law  which  prohibits 
railroads  after  May  1  from  transporting  any 
commodity  except  lumber  in  the  production  of 
which  they  are  directly  or  indirectly  interested. 

Just  as  soon  as  possible  after  that  provision  of 
the  law  goes  into  effect  proceedings  will  be 
brought  by  the  Department  of  Justice  to  deter¬ 
mine  as  promptly  as  may  be  the  constitutionality 
of  the  law.  Mr.  Bonaparte  announces  that  he  ex¬ 
pects  the  coal  roads  to  co-operate  with  the  de¬ 
partment  in  the  effort  to  facilitate  these  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  that  if  they  do  so  in  good  faith  there 
will  be  no  prosecutions  other  than  the  test  case 
while  it  is  pending.  A  statement  covering  the 
case  has  been  given  out  at  the  department,  which, 
after  quoting  the  “commodities  clause,”  says : 

“It  is  clear  that  this  clause,  if  valid,  will  make 
it  impossible  for  many  railroads  which  own  coal 
mines  to  transport  the  coal  to  market  after  the 
date  named,  and  it  is  understood  some  of  these 
railroads  have  been  advised  by  their  respective 
counsel  that  the  above  quoted  provision  of  law  is 
unconstitutional. 

“The  Department  of  Justice  contemplates  the 
institution  of  proceedings  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  date  named  whereby  a  prompt  deter¬ 
mination  of  this  question  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  may  be  obtained. 

“It  is  expected  that  the  railroads  concerned 
will  co-operate  with  the  government  to  this  end, 
and  if  they  do  so  in  good  faith,  and  if  they  in 
good  faith  and  immediately  obey  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  when  rendered,  it  is  not  the 
purpose  of  the  Department  of  Justice  to  prosecute 
them  for  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
act  pending  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.” 


The  Frederick  Coal  Company  of  Denver, 
Colo.,  has  been  incorporated  with  $100,000  of 
capital  stock.  The  incorporators  are  Arthur 
G.  Reynolds,  William  G.  Saunders  and  B.  H. 
Giles. 


The  problem  of  economical  transportation 
of  raw  material,  as  solved  by  the  Home- 
Riverside  Coal  Company  of  Kansas,  is  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  to  operators.  This  company 
owns  three  coal  mines,  but  the  following  facts 
have  to  deal  with  their  No.  3  mine;  located  at 
Leavenworth.  In  this  mine  a  twenty-two-inch 
seam  of  coal  is  worked  on  a  750-foot  level, 
half  a  mile  away  from  the  shaft.  In  many 
mines  the  coal  seam  will  run  as  much  as  eight 
to  ten  or  even  twelve  feet  in  depth,  but  the 
vein  in  this  mine  is  only  twenty-two  inches 
in  depth. 

Before  installing  an  aerial  tramway  the 


slate  from  this  mine  was  hoisted  to  the  sur¬ 
face  and  dumped  into  cars,  which  were  hauled 
to  the  river  by  a  horse,  where  six  men  dumped 
the  contents  of  the  cars  into  the  river.  This 
was  an  expensive  arrangement  and  also  ob¬ 
jectionable  from  another  standpoint.  It  was 
necessary  to  dispose  of  from  two  hundred  to 
three  hundred  tons  of  material  every  day,  and 
the  constant  dumping  in  the  river  in  time 
changed  the  current  by  filling  up  the  channel, 
which  happened  to  be  on  the  Home-Riverside 
Company’s  side  of  the  stream.  A  draw  bridge 
is  located  a  short  distance  below  the  mining 


plant  with  the  draw  span  on  the  same  side  of 
the  river  as  the  mine.  The  change  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  made  a  new  channel  under  the  approach 
of  the  bridge  and  filled  up  the  old  channel 
under  the  draw.  To  this  arrangement  the 
United  States  government  and  the  citizens  of 
Leavenworth  offered  such  a  strenuous  objec¬ 
tion  the  Home-Riverside  Company  was  con¬ 
strained  to  find  some  other  method  of  dispos¬ 
ing  of  its  waste  product. 

After  examining  a  number  of  methods  of 
transport  materials  the  matter  was  taken  up 
with  Mr.  W.  S.  Gimmer,  chief  engineer  of  the 
tramway  department  of  the  Broderick  &  Bas- 
com  Rope  Company,  St.  Louis.  After  consid¬ 
ering  the  proposition  from  every  angle  he  de¬ 
cided  that  a  Broderick  &  Bascom  aerial  tram¬ 


way  system  would  solve  the  problem.  The 
installation  of  the  tramway  system  was  com¬ 
pleted  on  January  30,  1906,  and  since  that  time  the 
tramway  has  been  running  every  day  on  a  profit¬ 
able  basis.  It  is  about  800  feet  long  and  has  four 
towers  about  fifty  feet  high.  The  power  for  oper¬ 
ating  the  tramway  is  furnished  by  a  7x10  double 
engine,  link  motion.  Each  bucket  has  a  capac¬ 
ity  of  25  cubic  feet  or  3,000  pounds  of  slate. 
The  coal  cars  used  in  the  mine  have  the  same 
capacity  as  the  buckets  and  no  loading  hopper 
is  used  at  the  loading  station.  The  contents 
of  the  cars  are  dumped  directly  into  the  buck¬ 
ets  with  practically  no  loss  of  time.  The 


capacity  of  this  system  is  about  four  hundred 
to  five  hundred  tons  per  day.  Only  one  man, 
the  engineer,  is  required  to  operate  the  tram¬ 
way,  one  bucket  dumping  automatically  while 
the  other  is  being  loaded  under  the  shutes  at 
the  tipple.  It  will  be  realized  that  conditions 
at  this  mine  are  such  that  a  practical  carrier 
must  be  one  that  is  operated  at  a  very  slight 
expense.  An  aerial  tramway  requiring  an  at¬ 
tendant  at  the  discharging  point  would  doubt¬ 
less  be  unprofitable  for  this  property  owing 
to  the  increased  expense  of  operation.  The 
use  of  the  system  now  in  operation,  requiring 


no  attendant  at  the  discharging  points,  re¬ 
duces  the  cost  to  a  minimum.  It  will  be  seen 
that  one  man  with  this  system  does  the  work 
which  formerly  required  six  men  and  a  horse. 


It  recently  required  just  fifty  minutes  to  load 
and  trim  360  tons  of  coal  in  the  bunkers  of  the 
British  steamer  Caithness  at  Tacoma,  Wash. 
This  record  was  made  at  the  electric  bunkers  in 
that  city,  and  so  far  as  is  known  no  other  port 
on  that  coast  has  ever  approached  such  a  record. 


Fire  of  an  unknown  origin  recently  destroyed 
the  immense  coal  elevator  of  the  Covington  Coal 
Company,  Covington,  Ohio.  The  elevator  was 
located  at  the  foot  of  Thirteenth  street,  and  the 
loss  is  estimated  at  about  $35,000. 


Old  Method  of  Haulage. 


General  View  of  Aerial  Tramway. 
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Transportation  Ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court. 


A  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  has  just  been  made  which  has  interested 
transportation  and  shipping  men  unusually.  It 
reaffirms  the  elementary  position  that  when  a 
consignor  delivers  goods  to  a  carrier  on  the 
stipulation  of  the  consignee  the  goods  become 
the  property  of  the  consignee,  the  transporta- 
tiofi  company  acting  as  the  agent.  This  applies 
unless  specific  provisions  are  made  by  contract 
to  the  contrary. 

It  also  goes  to  some  lengths  in  showing  how 
the  wording  “F.  O.  B.  destination”  may  be 
modified  by  specific  understandings  in  the 
transaction  so  that  the  goods  do  not  belong 
to  the  consignor  until  actually  delivered,  but, 
under  certain  circumstances,  may  remain  in  the 
consignor’s  charge  during  transportation,  but, 
in  reality,  be  in  the  possession,  at  the  same 
time,  of  the  consignee. 

The  case  in  point  is  exceedingly  complicated. 
R.  P.  Andrews  &  Co.  of  Washington  sold  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States 
government  for  the  Division  of  Insular  Affairs 
a  certain  quantity  of  paper  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Philippine  ■  Islands  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
Philippine  funds.  The  goods  were  to  be  de¬ 
livered  by  Andrews  &  Co.  to  the  agents  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  at  Jersey  City  and  there 
transferred  to  boat  for  movement,  by  way  of 
the  Suez  canal,  to  the  Philippine  Islands.  The 
movement  took  place  on  scheduled  time  and 
according  to  previous  arrangements  except  that 
the  point  of  transshipment  was  subsequently 
changed  from  Jersey  City  to  Brooklyn.  While 
the  goods  were  in  transit,  being  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  a  steamship,  they  were  damaged  by 
water  and  had  to  be  sold  for  what  they  would 
bring,  the  returns  not  being  sufficient  to  pay 
the  transportation  charges,  to  say  nothing  of 
reimbursing  Andrews  &  Co.  for  their  claim 
against  the  purchaser  of  the  property.  The 
question  which  arose  was  whether  Andrews  & 
Co.  owned  the  goods  and  were  responsible  for 
the  damage  or  whether  the  United  States  was 
responsible  as  a  purchaser  or  whether  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  goods,  ultimately,  the  Philippine 
government,  should  stand  the  loss.  Under  date 
of  August  17,  1961,  the  Secretary  of  War  wrote 
to  R.  P.  Andrews  &  Company  in  part  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“Will  you  furnish  for  the  use  of  the  Phil¬ 
ippine  printing  office,  Manila,  P.  I.,  articles 
called  for  in  enclosure  1  and  2  f.  o.  b.  Manila 
at  price  which  same  is  now  furnished  to  the 
government  printing  office  at  Washington,  D. 
C.,  plus  the  freight  from  New  York,  payment 
to  be  made  from  the  Philippine  funds  on  in¬ 
voice  verification  at  Manila,  P.  I.?” 

In  response  Andrews  &  Co.,  under  date  of 
August  28,  agreed  to  furnish  the  goods  at  the 
price  mentioned,  adding  “plus  the  freight  rate 
from  New  York  to  Manila,  P.  I.,  payment  to  be 
made  from  the  Philippine  funds  on  invoice  ver¬ 
ification  at  Manila,  P.  I.  Copies  of  bill  of  lad¬ 
ing  from  New  York  to  be  submitted  in  dupli¬ 
cate  to  Chief  of  Division  of  Insular  Affairs  for 
verification.” 

Before  the  paper  was  shipped  the  Division 
of  Insular  Affairs  gave  further  directions 
which  changed  the  point  of  transshipment 
from  pier  B  to  east  central  pier,  Brooklyn, 
New  York.  The  goods  in  question  had  a 
quoted  value  of  $3,087.75.  The  freight  charges 
from  New  York  to  Manila  were  $196.35,  which, 
together  with  $1  for  clearance  papers,  prepaid 
by  Andrews  &  Company,  brought  the  total 
purchase  or  invoice  price  to  $3,285.10.  When 
the  paper  was  delivered  to  Barber  &  Co.,  An¬ 
drews  &  Co.  took  triplicate  bills  of  lading  con¬ 
signing  the  paper  to  Gov.  W.  IT.  Taft  or  his 
assignees,  Manila,  P.  T.,  and  delivered  the  du¬ 
plicate  bills  of  lading  to  the  Chief  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Insular  Affairs  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  given. 

In  summing  up  the  case  Mr.  Justice  White, 
who  rendered  the  decision,  declares  that  in  the 
first  place  the  government  was  the  purchaser 
of  the  paper,  since  all  of  the  correspondence 
indicates  that  the  Secretary  of  War  in  making 
the  transaction  was  acting  as  agent  for  the 


government.  This  is  shown,  according  to  the 
decision,  by  the  fact  that  it  is  apparent  from 
the  letter,  written  by  the  division  to  Andrews 
&  Co.  after  it  was  learned  that  the  paper  had 
been  damaged  or  lost,,  that  the  Division  of 
Insular  Affairs  was  solicitous  not  because  a 
bill  had  been  mistakenly  rendered,  but’  as  to 
whether  the  loss  should  fall  upon  the  United 
States  or  upon  Andrews  &  Co. 

The  remainder  of  the  decision  has  entirely  to 
do  with  the  status  of  the  transportation  com¬ 
pany  in  this  particular  case  and  since  it  goes 
minutely  into  the  question  of  the  relation  of 
the  carrier  in  a  business  transaction  and  also 
the  effect  that  particular  acts  in  a  transaction 
have  upon  the  implied  wording  of  a  contract 
that  part  of  the  decision  is  herein  reproduced, 
in  full: 

“That,  as  a  general  rule,  the  delivery  of 
goods  by  a  consignor  to  a  common  carrier,  for 
account  of  a  consignee,  has  effect  as  delivery 
to  such  consignee,  is  elementary.  That,  where 
a  purchaser  of  goods  directs  their  delivery  for 
his  account  to  a  designated  carrier,  the  latter 
becomes  the  agent  of  the  purchaser,  and  deliv¬ 
ery  to  such  carrier  is  a  legal  delivery  to  the 
purchaser,  is  also  beyond  question.  Certain 
also  is  it  that  when,  on  the  delivery  of  goods 
to  a  carrier,  bills  of  lading  are  issued  for  the 
delivery  of  the  goods  to  the  consignee  or  his 
order,  the  acceptance  by  the  consignee  of  such 
bills  of  lading  constitutes  the  delivery.  Of 
course,  the  presumption  of  'delivery  arising 
from  the  application  of  any  or  all  of  these  ele¬ 
mentary  rules  would  not  control  in  a  case 
where,  by  contract,  it  clearly  appeared  that, 
despite  the  shipment,  the  goods  should  remain 
at  the  risk  of  the  consignor  until  arrival  at  the 
point  of  ultimate  destination.  In  such  in  effect 
is  the  contention  here  made  on  behalf  of  the 
government.  We  come  briefly,  then,  to  con¬ 
sider  the  findings  concerning  the  contract  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  this  contention 
is  without  merit. 

“In  considering  the  matter,  it  is  to  be  con¬ 
ceded  that  the  contract  is  not  to  be  deduced 
alone  from  the  letter  of  Division  of  Insular 
Affairs  of  August  17,  1901,  and  the  reply  of 
Andrews  &  Co.  of  August  28,  but  is  to  be  as¬ 
certained  by  consideration  of  those  letters  and 
the  subsequent  correspondence  under  which 
the  purchase  was  concluded  and  the  shipment 
made. 

“The  statement  in  the  proposal  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Insular  Affairs  of  August  17,  1901,  by 
which  the  negotiation  was  commenced,  “f.  o. 
b.  Manila,”  might  give  rise,  if  standing  alone, 
to  the  implication  that  it  was  intended  that 
the  goods  should  be  delivered  at  the  cost  of 
the  seller  at  Manila.  But  the  further  state¬ 
ment  in  the  letter  that  the  freight  from  New 
York  to  Manila  was  to  be  a  part  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  price,  and  to  be  paid  as  such  by  the 
purchaser,  rebuts  the  implication  that  the 
words  “f.  o.  b.”  Manila”  were  understood  as 
implying  that  the  amount  of  the  freight  charges 
for  the  shipment  of  the  goods  to  Manila 
should  be  at  the  cost  of  the  seller.  .  These 
words  not,  therefore,  having  been  used  in  their 
ordinary  commercial  sense,  their  meaning  must 
be  sought  in  the  context  of  the  proposal  in 
which  they  are  found.  Considering  that  con¬ 
text,  it  would  seem  most  reasonable  to  con¬ 
clude  that  the  words  imply  that,  as  the  gov¬ 
ernment  desired  the  freight  to  Manila  to  be 
included  in  the  purchase  price,  the  freight 
therefore  to  Manila  was  to  be  primarily  de¬ 
frayed  by  the  seller.  That  this  was  the  un¬ 
derstanding  of  Andrews  &  Co.,  we  think  re¬ 
sults  from  their  reply,  in  which  no  reference 
whatever  was  made  to  the  f.  o.  b.  Manila 
clause,  but  a  willingness  was  expressed  to  fur¬ 
nish  the  paper  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  the 
price  paid  by  the  government  in  Washington 
for  like  paper  with  the  addition  of  the  freight 
rate  to  the  Philipoine  Islands,  thereby  saving 
the  seller  from  bearing  the  burden  of  the 
freight  to  Manila,  and  at  the  same  time  secur¬ 
ing  to  the  government  the  delivery  of  the  paper 
at  Manila  without  the  payment  there  to  the 


carrier  of  the  cost  of  the  freight  as  such,  since 
that  item  would  become  part  of  and  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  price. 

“It  is  certain,  when  the  subsequent  corre¬ 
spondence  is  considered,  that  this  construc¬ 
tion,  which  the  reply  of  Andrews  &  Co.  put 
upon  the  words  ‘f.  o.  b.  Manila,’  as  used  in 
the  proposal,  was  deemed  by  the  Division  of 
Insular  Affairs  to  be  the  correct  one,  since  that 
reply  was,  in  the  subsequent  correspondence, 
treated  by  the  division  as  being  directly  re¬ 
sponsive  to  an  acceptance  of  the  proposal  sub¬ 
mitted.  Moreover,  we  think  the  subsequent 
correspondence,  when  considered  in  other  as¬ 
pects,  makes  certain  the  conclusion  that  the 
words  ‘f.  o.  b.  Manila,’  as  used  in  the  proposal, 
meant  precisely  what  we  have  stated  the  con¬ 
text  of  the  proposal  indicated  that  those  words 
were  intended  to  imply.  This  we  think  results 
from  the  provisions  of  the  letter  of  August  28, 
selecting  a  particular  firm  to  whom  the  goods 
were  to  be 'delivered  for  transport  to  Manila, 
and  of  all  the  other  directions  contained  in  the 
letter,  since  they  are  inconsistent  with  the  the¬ 
ory  that  the  words  ‘f.  o.  b.  Manila’  were  used 
as  meaning  that  the  goods  should  not  be  de¬ 
livered  as  directed,  but  should  remain  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  Andrews  &  Co.,  and  be  under  their  con¬ 
trol  and  subject  to  their  risk  until  delivered 
at  Manila. 

“Especially  is  it  impossible  to  attribute  to 
the  words  ‘f.  o.  b.  Manila,’  used  in  the  orig¬ 
inal  proposal  and  reiterated  in  the  letter  of 
August  28,  any  other  meaning  than  that  which 
we  have  affixed  to  them,  when  the  note  which 
was  expressly  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  Aug¬ 
ust  28,  and  which  was  enclosed  therein,  is  con¬ 
sidered.  By  the  terms  of  that  note  not  only 
were  the  previous  specific  directions  as  to  the 
mode  of  shipment  confirmed,  but  it  was  ex¬ 
pressly  provided  that  the  delivery  to  the  agents 
selected  by  the  Division  of  Insular  Affairs 
should  be  ‘f.  o.  b.  Jersey  City,’  thus  making 
clear  the  distinction  between  the  sense  in  which 
the  words  ‘f.  o.  b.  Manila’  were  used  in  the 
proposal  and  their  meaning  applied  to  the  final 
delivery  at  Jersey  City  in  consummation  of 
the  contract  by  which  the  sum  of  the  freight 
to  Manila  had  been  included  in  the  purchase 
price.  So,  also,  the  same  implications  arise 
from  the  final  instruction  shifting  the  place  of 
delivery  from  Jersey  City  and  directing  that 
the  merchandise  should  be  delivered  to  the 
agents  selected,  ‘f.  o.  b.  Brooklvn.’  We  think 
the  contention  made  in  argument  that  the  letter 
of  August  28  and  the  acceptance  by  Andrews 
&  Co.  of  the  terms  of  that  letter,  should  be 
alone  held  to  constitute  the  contract  disre¬ 
garding  the  note  enclosed  in  the  letter  as  a 
part  thereof  is  refuted  by  its  mere  statement. 
Tn  any  event,  taking  the  most  favorable  view 
possible  for  the  government  of  the  contract, 
we  think  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  presumption 
which  arises  from  the  delivery  of  the  goods  to 
the  carrier  designated  by  the  government,  and 
the  acceptance  by  the  government  of  the  bills 
of  lading  made  to  the  consignee  or  his  order, 
is  refuted  by  the  contract. 

“Lastly,  it  is  urged  that,  in  any  event,  the 
court  below  erred,  since  the  contract  in  ques¬ 
tion  was  not  ‘reduced  to  writing  and  signed 
by  the  contracting  parties  with  their  names  at 
the  end  thereof,’  as  required  by  Rev.  Stat.  3744, 
U.  S.  Como.  Stat.,  1901,  p.  2510.  But  it  is  set¬ 
tled  that  the  invalidity  of  a  contract  because 
of  a  non-comnliance  with  the  section  referred 
to  is  immaterial  after  the  contract  has  been 
performed.  St.  Louis  TTav  &  Grain  Company 
vs.  United  States,  191  U.  S..  159.  163,  48  L.  ed.. 
130,  132,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep..  47.  The  contention 
that  the  contract  in  question  had  not  been  ex¬ 
ecuted  because  there  had  been  no  delivery  is 
disposed  of  by  what  we  have  already  said. 

“As  the  views  which  we  have  expressed  con¬ 
cerning  the  delivery  dispose  also  of  many  sub¬ 
sidiary  contentions  based  upon  isolated  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  contract,  such  as  the  right  to  verify 
the  contents  of  the  package  at  Manila,  etc.,  it 
follows  that  the  judgment  below  is  right  and 
it  is  therefore  affirmed.” 
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Demurrage  On  Embargoed  Coal  Not  Legal. 


As  evidenced  by  the  recent  discussions  in 
the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Shippers  and  consignees,  engaged  in  the 
coal  business,  have  been  having  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  with  railroads  on  the  question  of  the 
collection  of  demurrage  accruing  on  coal  while 
waiting  for  transfer  from  one  railroad  to  an¬ 
other  when  there  is  an  embargo  on  the  other 
road.  The  railroad  requires  that  cars,  detained 
on  account  of  an  embargo,  draw  demurrage 
the  same  as  if  they  were  standing  on  the  pri¬ 
vate  sidings  of  the  consignee,  and  have  tried 
to  make  collections.  The  shippers  claim  that 
until  a  car  has  been  placed  on  their  sidings  no 
demurrage  can  possibly  accrue,  since  the  serv¬ 
ices  of  the  transportation  company  have  not 
been  completed. 

A  very  complex  case  of  this  character  has 
just  gone  the  rounds,  the  parties  in  interest 
being  Sage  &  Co.,  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illi¬ 
nois  railroad  and  the  Illinois  Central  railroad. 
Sage  &  Co.  bought  a  car  of  coal  from  the  Der¬ 
ing  Coal  Company.  This  was  contained  in 
C.  &  E.  I.  car  No.  80,288  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  sold  to  George  Amholz  of  Cloverdale, 
Ill.  The  car  was  ordered  transferred  to  the 
Illinois  Central  from  the  Chicago  &  Eastern 
Illinois.  Mr.  Sage,  to  make  the  transfer  orders 
specific,  designated  that  the  “contents”  of  car 
No.  80,288  should  be  delivered  to  the  Illinois 
Central  for  transfer.  This  tender  was  made  on 
November  20  of  last  year  and  on  November  22 
the  office  of  D.  R.  Patterson  of  the  Chicago  & 
Eastern  Illinois  made  reply  to  Sage  &  Co.,  re¬ 
turning  the  order  and  inserting  this  paragraph : 

“I  wish  to  advise  you  that  we  will  not  allow 
our  cars  to  go  to  any  railroad  excepting  such 
roads  as  we  may  designate  from  time  to  time, 
and  in  case  we  elect  to  prevent  our  cars  going 
to  any  railroad  company  we  will  not  accept  your 
order  for  delivery  of  our  coal  cars  to  points  on 
such  roads,  but  will  tender  them  for  transfer 
after  you  have  made  arrangements  with  such 
railroad  companies  to  furnish  cars  in  which  to 
transfer  the  coal.  I  want  it  distinctly  understood, 
by  all  our  shippers,  that  we  reserve  the  right  to 
say  when  and  to  what  railroad  companies  our 
equipment  shall  go  and  we  have  the  legal  right 
to  retain  our  cars  on  our  rails  and  we  propose 
to  do  so  whenever  our  interests  and  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  our  shippers  shall  be  best  subserved.” 

After  a  prolonged  delay,  in  which  Sage  &  Co. 
was  forced  to  agree  to  stand  all  charges  for  the 
transfer  of  this  coal,  the  Illinois  Central  car  was 
finally  placed  to  receive  the  contents  of  C.  &  E. 
I.  car  on  December  3. 

Demurrage  is  Claimed. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illi¬ 
nois  made  the  announcement  that  demurrage  had 
accumulated  on  this  car  and  billed  Sage  &  Co. 
for  seven  dollars.  This  demurrage  Mr.  Sage  re¬ 
fused  to  pay.  This  demurrage  charge  was  sub¬ 
sequently  turned  over  to  the  law  firm  of  Calhoun, 
Lyford  &  Sheean.  This  concern  as  counsel  for 
the  Chicago  Car  Service  Association  presented 
its  claim  and  asked  the  payment.  Mr.  Sage,  in 
his  reply,  said  that  the  payment  of  this  demur¬ 
rage  was  refused  on  the  basis  of  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Rail¬ 
road,  this  consisting  in  not  tendering  the  coal  to 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  prior  to  the  time 
the  demurrage  was  assessed.  The  point  made  by 
Mr.  Sage  here  is  that  if  the  Chicago  &  Eastern 
Illinois  had  tendered  the  contents  of  that  car, 
although  not  intending  to  deliver  the  car  itself, 
to  the  Illinois  Central,  and  Sage  &  Co.  had  been 
in  any  way  responsible  for  the  delay,  the  demur¬ 
rage  charge  might  possibly  have  accrued  against 
Sage  &  Co.  But  inasmuch  as  Sage  &  Co.  was 
in  no  w'ay  responsible  for  the  delay  of  the  goods; 
inasmuch  as  the  firm  was  forced  to  see  its  cus¬ 
tomer  inconvenienced,  by  being  compelled  to  go 
without  the  coal,  and  inasmuch  as  the  dispute 
was  entirely  between  the  two  railroads,  Mr.  Sage 
could  not  see  where  he  was  at  all  responsible 
for  any  demurrage  claimed.  This  brought  about 
a  rather  lengthy  dispute  between  the  law  firm 
of  Calhoun,  Lyford  &  Sheean  and  Mr.  Sage. 

In  the  letter  of  the  law  firm  this  statement  was 


made :  “While  your  order  reads  ‘contents,’  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  a  uniform  rule 
and  custom  for  bulk  freight,  in  car  load  lots,  to 
be  unoladed  by  the  party  entitled  to  it  and  the 
only  obligation  of  the  railroad  company  is  that  it 
shall  place  the  car  in  a  reasonably  accessible 
position  for  being  unloaded.”  Mr.  Sage  responds 
that  this  position  is  absurd  because  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  dissociate  the  responsibility  of  the  rail¬ 
road  for  placing  this  car  in  a  reasonably  acces¬ 
sible  position  from  the  other  duties  of  the  rail¬ 
road  as  a  common  carrier. 

Further  the  law  firm  says :  “In  the  event  of 
the  order  for  consignment  of  a  car  being  given 
to  transfer  its  contents  to  the  lines  of  another 
carrier,  against  which  there  is  an  embargo,  all 
the  initial  carrier  is  required  to  do  is  to  place  the 
car  at  some  reasonably  accessible  point  to  the 
lines  of  the  connecting  carrier  within  proper  lim¬ 
its,  or  make  a  tender  of  delivery  and  stand  ready 
to  do  so.”  The  response  brought  out  by  Mr. 
Sage  is  that  the  embargo  was  set  up  by  the  C.  & 
E.  I.,  that  the  C.  &  E.  I.  did  not  place  the  car  at 
some  point  reasonably  accessible  to  the  lines  of 
a  connecting  carrier,  or  make  a  tender  of  deliv¬ 
ery,  but  imposed  an  obligation  on  the  shipper 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  trade  and  com¬ 
merce. 

Calhoun,  Lyford  &  Sheean  make  the  state¬ 
ment  :  “Then  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  owner 
to  provide  equipment  into  which  the  commodity 
may  be  transferred.”  Mr.  Sage  in  response 
makes  a  happy  point  that  the  responsibility  for 
the  interchange  of  traffic  between  carriers  be¬ 
comes  wholly  the  duty  of  the  carriers  involved 
and  does  not  in  any  way  involve  the  shipper. 
This  position  is  apparently  tenable  and  reason¬ 
able,  because  if  the  railroads  were  empowered  to 
establish  such  a  principle  through  business  would 
be  practically  out  of  the  question  unless  the  ship¬ 
per  should  be  able  to  travel  from  point  to  point 
and  make  arrangements  for  cars  into  which  to 
unload  his  goods. 

) 

Position  of  a  Carrier. 

Further,  the  counsel  for  the  Chicago  Car  Serv¬ 
ice  Association  says :  “The  initial  carrier  is  not 
hound  to  seek  or  provide  either  cars  or  wagons 
into  which  the  commodity  is  to  be  transferred 
out  of  its  own  cars.”  The  statement  of  Sage  & 
Co.  is  that  the  duty  of  the  carrier  to  provide  a 
through  route  is  entirely  a  different  question 
from  the  position  of  the  carrier  as  regards  the 
unloading  of  the  contents  of  a  car  into  a  wagon 
which  presupposes  that  the  rail  haul  has  been 
completed.  The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  let¬ 
ter  of  Calhoun,  Lyford  &  Sheean  is : 

“It  seems  to  us  that  there  can  be  no  question 
that  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  was 
entitled  to  compensation  for  the  use  of  its  car 
between  November  20  and  December  3,  1907, 
as  the  car  service  accruing  during  that  time  was 
occasioned  by  the  efforts  of  your  company  to  se¬ 
cure  a  vehicle  in  which  to  transfer  the  coal.  It 
is  the  same  situation,  as  if  the  car  was  held  wait¬ 
ing  for  your  company  to  unload  it  by  wagons. 
The  embargo  against  the  Illinois  Central  Rail¬ 
road  was  within  the  legal  right  of  the  Chicago  & 
Eastern  Illinois  to  put  into  force  and  effect. 
Such  embargo  existing  against  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad,  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois 
Railroad  was  lawfully  entitled  to  impose  demur¬ 
rage  charges  while  the  car  was  waiting  for  the 
disposition  by  your  company.” 

Contract  Obligations. 

There  are  two  or  three  points  with  regard  to 
the  relation  between  the  transportation  company 
and  the  shipper  raised  in  this  controversy  which 
are  more  than  usually  interesting.  They  have  not 
been  touched  upon,  in  the  correspondence  quoted, 
hut  are  relevant  none  the  less.  When  a  railroad 
company  accepts  a  car  of  any  commodity  for 
movement  from  one  point  to  another  and  issues 
a  bill  of  lading  giving  a  receipt  for  the  contents 
of  the  car,  there  is  an  implied  contract  between 
the  owner  of  the  goods  and  the  transportation 
company  that  this  service  shall  be  performed. 
The  presumption  is  that  the  railroad  company, 


which  accepts  this  car,  knows  the  ultimate  desti¬ 
nation  and  consequently  the  road  over  which  the 
movement  will  have  to  be  made  after  the  car  has 
left  the  line  of  the  initial  carrier.  The  transpor¬ 
tation  company  having  entered  into  a  contract 
for  the  transportation  of  that  goods — it  did  enter 
a  contract  or  it  would  not  have  accepted  the 
goods  for  delivery — the  railroad  is  in  duty  bound, 
under  the  law,  to  complete  the  movement  of  this 
commodity.  If  there  is  any  delay,  damaging  the 
shipping  interests,  there  is  ample  recourse  in  law 
for  the  damaged  shipper.  The  time  for  the  rail¬ 
road  to  have  set  up  this  embargo  against  another 
carrier  was  before  the  car  was  loaded,  because 
after  the  car  was  loaded  and  after  the  railroad 
company  had  issued  a  bill  of  lading  the  car  must 
be  moved  through  to  the  destination  unless  there 
are  extraordinary  circumstances  absolutely  be¬ 
yond  the  control  of  the  transportation  company. 

It  is  an  established  principle  of  law  that  a 
transportation  company,  or  any  other  concern,  for 
that  matter,  can  not  back  down  in  the  middle  of 
a  transaction  which  is  made  the  subject  of  a  con¬ 
tract.  The  transportation  company  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  instance  had  made  a  contract  and  assumed 
to  abrogate  it  when  the  contract  was  only  par¬ 
tially  fulfilled. 

It  may  be  declared,  in  extenuation,  that  the 
transportation  company,  when  it  accepted  the  car 
in  the  first  place,  did  not  contemplate  its  move¬ 
ment  beyond  the  line  of  railroad  owning  the  car. 
Here  the  specific  wording  of  the  bill  of  lading'  is 
altered  by  the  custom  of  the  time.  The  railroads 
have  for  so  long  recognized  the  right  of  shippers 
and  jobbers  to  reconsign  the  contents  of  a  car 
that  now  this  is  made  the  subject  of  a  special 
tariff  by  the  railroads  themselves.  The  recon- 
sjgning  charge  put  into  force  by  the  transporta¬ 
tion  company  is  proof  positive  that  the  trans¬ 
portation  company  recognizes  the  right  of  a  ship¬ 
per  to  reconsign  the  contents  of  a  car.  More¬ 
over  this  right  is  very  clearly  established,  and 
the  point  herein  to  be  made  is  supported  by  the 
very  apparent  fact  that  the  transportation  com¬ 
pany  so  far  recognizes  the  reconsigning  privilege 
which  it  initiated  in  that  any  commodity  recon¬ 
signed  from  one  point  to  another  is  moved  to 
the  ultimate  destination  on  a  through  rate.  This 
makes  the  movement  from  the  point  of  recon¬ 
signment  to  the  point  of  destination  a  part  of  a 
through  movement  instead  of  a  second  movement 
of  that  commodity.  Consequently  the  reconsign- 
mtnt  of  a  car  of  coal  under  the  circumstances 
brings  it  under  the  provisions  of  the  original  bill 
of  lading. 

As  shown  before,  the  original  bill  of  lading  de¬ 
mands  that  the  railroads  shall  fulfill  the  contract 
entered  into  for  the  delivery  of  the  goods  from 
the  point  of  origin  to  the  point  of  destinatipn. 
If  there  is  any  delay  in  transferring  any  com¬ 
modity  from  one  carrier  to  another,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  burden  of  the  delay  very 
apparently  falls  upon  the  transportation  compa¬ 
nies  involved  in  the  transaction  and  not  upon 
the  shipper  or  the  consignee.  In  a  strict  matter 
of  law  it  is  a  very  careful  question  whether  the 
reconsigning  charge  is  a  legal  charge  since  the 
railroads  had,  by  custom,  established  the  right  of 
the  shipper  to  reconsign  his  coal,  this  right 
being  extended  by  the  railroads  when  they  ap¬ 
plied  to  such  movements  the  through  rate  from 
the  point  of  origin  to  the  point  of  ultimate  desti¬ 
nation  of  the  goods.  If  the  reconsignment  charge 
is  an  illegal  charge  beyond  all  question  the  col¬ 
lection  of  demurrage  for  the  delay  of  the  goods 
on  one  railroad  which  placed  the  embargo  against 
another  railroad  is  preeminently  an  illegal  pen¬ 
alty. 

The  Black  Diamond  has  gone  rather  ex¬ 
tensively  into  the  discussion  of  this  question  be¬ 
cause  it  has  become  such  a  vital  point  to  the  coal 
shipping  interests  in  the  west  and  is  likely  to  be 
a  big  point  in  the  future  now  that  reconsignment 
and  demurrage  charges  are  being  collected  so  as¬ 
siduously  by  the  railroad  companies.  In  giving 
this  decision  The  Black  Diamond  is  doing  noth¬ 
ing  more  than  transferring  to  the  coal  trade  the 
opinion  of  an  eminent  attorney  who  has  had  a 
great  deal  of  experience  in  matters  of  this  char¬ 
acter. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


Donald  A.  Sage  of  Sage  &  Co.,  has  returned 
to  his  office  after  being  laid  up  for  ten  days 
with  a  bad  case  of  grip.  Mr.  Sage  is  still  weak 
from  the  effect  of  his  malady,  but  is  able  to 
attend  to  business. 

Louis  P.  Ecker,  auditor  of  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  Railway  Company,  was  in  Chicago  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week  and  spent  the  day  with 
A.  J.  Atwater,  western  sales  agent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company. 

Word  comes  from  the  Kanawha  field  that  the 
production  in  that  territory  is  still  being  kept 
down  by  the  action  of  the  operators  who  are 
running  only  about  fifty  per  cent  of  capacity, 
most  of  this  coal  going  to  the  railroads. 

R.  W.  Soderberg.  salesman  of  the  Northwest¬ 
ern  Fuel  Company,  Fisher  building,  has  tendered 
his  resignation,  effective  February  15.  He  has 
been  selling  coal  in  all  parts  of  Chicago  and  is 
probably  one  of  the  best  known  men  to  the  trade 
in  this  city. 

James  Ellison,  general  manager  of  the  C. 
G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  one  day  this  week  in 
conference  with  R.  C.  Cantelou,  the  western 
representative  of  that  concern,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  in  the  Old  Colony  building. 

President  Scholz  and  Auditor  Mikesell,  of  the 
Rock  Island  Coal  Company,  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  spent  several  days  last  week  in  Oklahoma 
City  where  they  procured  quarters  in  the  Pioneer 
building  for  their  new  sales  office,  which  was 
opened  February  1st.  R.  W.  Short,  formerly  of 
the  McAlester  Fuel  Company,  was  appointed  sales 
agent  in  charge  of  that  territory. 

J.  F.  Orndorff,  assistant  to  the  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  a  visit  to  his 
family.  Mr.  Orndorff  received  a  warm  welcome 
from  his  old  friends  in  the  coal  trade,  a  few  of 
whom  he  met  while  here.  Although  Mr.  Orn¬ 
dorff  moved  from  Chicago  to  Charleston,  W. 
Va.,  several  months  ago,  Mrs.  Orndorff,  who 
is  under  a  doctor’s  care,  has  not  yet  moved 
away  from  the  city. 

The  cleaning  up  of  the  smokeless  coal  mar¬ 
ket  in  Chicago,  this  week,  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  mines  are  running  only  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  and  not  with  a  full 
force  at  that.  This  applies  to  the  standard 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals.  .Producers 
of  off  grades  are  probably  not  governed  by 
this  action  and  their  product  may  prove  more 
plentiful. 

Some  coal  operators  are  so  convinced  that 
the  daily  newspapers  will  boost  along  the  coal 
game,  by  predicting  a  strike,  that  they  are 
sending  out  their  salesmen  to  gather  in  the 
orders  which  are  likely  to  be  placed  by  the 
timid  consumers.  Some  salesmen  are  already 
out  on  the  road  trying  to  capture  this  business, 
but  as  yet  no  reports  have  come  that  these  en¬ 
terprising  hustlers  have  set  the  world  afire  by 
the  amount  of  business  they  have  obtained. 

The  influence  of  last  Saturday’s  storm  on  the 
coal  business  in  Chicago  is  typified  by  the 
situation  in  the  yards  of  Barker  &  Company. 
On  Friday  of  last  week  the  market,  of  course, 
was  absolutely  listless  and  two  double  teams 
of  this  concern  were  idle  in  the  barn,  the  haul¬ 
ing  being  done  by  a  single.  On  Saturday  all 
three  teams  were  working  up  to  the  limit  of 
their  capacity  and  other  teams  had  to  be  hired 
and  yet  before  Saturday  night  enough  orders 
had  accumulated  in  the  office  to  keep  all  of 
these  teams  going,  without  the  receipt  of  a 
single  additional  order,  until  Wednesday  night. 
Of  course,  each  day  of  this  week  brought  in 
its  new  orders  and  consequently  the  firm  had 
to  give  each  buyer  a  little  and  thus  go  as  far 
around  as  possible,  reserving  the  completion 
of  orders  until  a  little  later.  The  statement 
was  made  that  this  typifies  the  situation  in 
Chicago  because  practically  every  other  yard 


has  been  in  identically  the  same  position.  For 
instance,  the  Milton  E.  Robinson  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  the  middle  of  last  week,  was  running 
about  on  summer  schedule  or  even  a  little  less 
than  that.  On  Saturday  the  teams  could  not 
supply  the  demand,  although  the  full  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  company  was  steadily  employed. 

Henry  Holverscheid  is  one  of  Chicago’s  coal 
men  who  does  not  believe  prices  have  the  least 
thing  to  do  with  the  volume  of  sales.  One 
day  this  week  he  was  commenting  upon  some 
phenomena  of  the  coal  market  at  this  time, 
and  said:  “When  the /market  was  off  color  our 
salesmen  endeavored,  by  reducing  prices,  to 
interest  some  of  the  dealers  throughout  the 
country.  The  dealers,  however,  had  no  need 
for  the  coal  and  the  price  was  therefore  no 
inducement  to  them  to  buy  something  for 
which  they  had  no  demand.  As  soon  as  we 
found  that  out  I  gave  instructions  that  the 
coal  would  have  to  be  sold  at  good  prices  or 
not  at  all.  We  found  that  this  stand  made 
practically  no  difference  in  the  amount  of  busi¬ 
ness  we  were  doing.  After  last  Saturday, 
when  the  storm  changed  conditions  as  far  as 
the  coal  man  is  concerned,  our  demand  began 
to  pick  up  from  all  around  Chicago  and  the  in¬ 
quiries  coming  from  the  coal  dealers  showed 
two  things.  One  of  these  was  that  they  were 
not  so  much  concerned  about  the  price  now 
that  they  had  the  demand  for  coal  and  were 
willing  to  pay  a  good  figure.  The  other  one 
was  that  the  coal  dealer  in  general  is  not  near¬ 
ly  as  well  stocked  up  as  the  members  of  the 
trade  have  supposed.  I  firmly  believe  that  the 
best  policy  for  the  coal  man  to  pursue  is  to 
get  a  good  price  for  his  product  or  leave  it  in 
the  ground.” 

On  Tuesday  of  this  week  Judge  McKenzie 
Cleland  of  the  Municipal  court  entered  a  judg¬ 
ment  in  favor  of  Otto  Hedrich  &  Co.  against 
the  Plamondon  Manufacturing  Company  for 
$194.20.  In  this  contention  Hedrich  &  Co.  was 
represented  by  Edward  Menkin  and  the  Pla¬ 
mondon  Company  was  represented  by  Benja¬ 
min  F.  Richolson.  Before  accepting  judgment 
the  Plamondon  Company  presented  to  the 
court  some  propositions  of  law,  asking  for  a 
ruling.  These  propositions  are  interesting  to 
the  coal  trade  as  bearing  directly  upon  this 
suit  and  consequently  are  given  as  follows: 

First — The  court  holds  as  a  matter  of  law  that  de- 
livery  to  a  common  carrier  is  not  deemed  necessarily  a 
conclusive  delivery  to  the  buyer. 

Second — The  court  holds  as  a  matter  of  law  that  de¬ 
livery  must  be  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  reason¬ 
able  under  the  circumstances. 

Third — The  court  holds  as  a  matter  of  law  that  de¬ 
livery  must  be  in  accord  with  the  usage  of  trade  in  the 
locality  in  which  the  delivery  is  made. 

Fourth — The  court  holds  as  a  matter  of  law  that  an 
order  to  ship  goods  means  “in  the  usual  way.”  The 
mode  of  transmission  may  be  implied  from  “usage”  where 
the  mode  is  not  agreed  upon. 

Fifth — The  court  holds  as  a  matter  of  law  that  where 
goods  are  delivered  in  an  improper  conveyance  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  usage  of  trade  prevailing  in  the  locality 
where  delivery  is  made  the  consignee  has  the  right  to 
reject  such  goods. 

Sixth — Where  a  carload  of  coke  is  sold  to  be  delivered 
on  a  team  track  and  no  other  specifications  are  made,  this 
means  su'ch  car  as  the  usage  of  trade  in  that  commodity 
in  the  locality  designated  is  usual  and  customary,  with 
the  trade  there.  And  if  such  coke  is  delivered  in  a  steel 
dump  car  which  is  only  designed  for  use  upon  a  raised 
track  or  trestle  and  is  usual  and  more  difficult  and  ex¬ 
pensive  to  unload,  then  the  purchaser  may  lawfully  refuse 
to  accept  such  car. 

Seventh — The  measure  of  damages  is  the  estimated  loss 
directly  and  naturally  resulting  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
events  from  the  buyer’s  breach  of  contract. 

Eighth — Substantial  damages  are  not  recoverable  for  a 
refusal  to  accept  goods  when  they  are  worth  the  contract 
price  in  the  open  market.  , 

Ninth — The  measure  of  damages  when  there  is  an  avail¬ 
able  market  for  the  goods  in  question  is  to  be  ascertained 
by  the  difference  between  the  contract  price  and  the 
market  price  at  the  time  when  the  goods  ought  to  have 
been  accepted. 

Now  comes  Thomas  N.  Mordue  to  the  fore 
with  a  hypothetical  question.  It  is  uncertain 
whether  he  obtained  inspiration  for  this  from 
the  activities  of  Mr.  Jerome  in  New  York,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  this  item  it  is  immaterial. 
A  number  of  coal  dealers  were  assembled  on 
Tuesday  discussing  whether  a  track  dealer 


should  buy  from  a  wholesaler  who  sold  an¬ 
other  dealer  not  a  track  dealer  in  car  lots  in 
the  track  dealer’s  territory.  The  unanimous 
decision  was  in  the  negative.  It  was  at  this 
juncture  that  Mr.  Mordue  presented  his  hypo¬ 
thetical  question,  which  was  this:  Suppose 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt  had  an  order  for  a 
car  of  smokeless  coal  from  one  of  the  dealers 
on  the  south  side.  This  dealer  was  a  regular 
customer  of  the  concern  and  his  order  was  ac¬ 
cepted,  of  course.  Then  this  south  side  dealer 
notifies  us  to  deliver  the  coal  to  a  customer  of 
his  in  Blue  Island.  This  track  dealer  would 
either  send  out  his  own  wagons  to  make  the 
delivery  from  the  siding  to  the  customer’s  bins 
or  would  hire  wagons  in  that  territory  to  make 
the  delivery  of  this  coal.  Another  dealer  in 
the  Blue  Island  territory  would  thereupon  ob¬ 
ject,  claiming  that  was  his  private  preserves. 
Under  the  circumstances  should  Castner,  Cur¬ 
ran  &  Bullitt  refuse  to  sell  the  south  side  deal¬ 
er  for  delivery  into  the  Blue  Island  territory 
or  should  the  firm  refer  the  Blue  Island  dealer 
to  the  south  side  dealer  for  a  settlement  of  the 
dispute?  Track  dealers  who  had  voted  so  vo¬ 
ciferously  in  the  negative  a  few  minutes  be¬ 
fore  suddenly  decided  that  circumstances  alter 
cases,  as  the  old  lady  said  who  had  a  mare 
with  a  sore  back. 


Communications. 


Concrete  Pockets. 

Editor  Black  Diamond  : 

Referring  to  an  article  in  your  issue  of  Janu¬ 
ary  25,  I  beg  to  differ  from  the  writer  on  many 
material  points  relating  to  concrete  construc¬ 
tion. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  use  of  reinforced 
concrete  is  comparatively  new  in  this  country, 
it  was  first  used  in  Europe  about  forty  years 
ago,  and  has  been  in  very  extensive  use  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  years.  Over  twenty  years 
ago  German  engineers  made  extensive  experi¬ 
ments  to  determine  its  fire  resisting  qualities 
and  the  tendency  of  the  reinforcement  to  rust, 
with  most  satisfactory  results.  While  it  might 
be  true  that  a  reinforced  concrete  pocket  cost¬ 
ing  only  $5  to  $7  per  ton  of  storage  capacity 
would  in  a  fire  “crumble  like  sand,”  it  is  not 
true  of  good  concrete,  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
Baltimore  and  San  Francisco  fires.  In  stor¬ 
ing  bituminous  coal,  provision  should  be  made 
in  any  style  of  pocket  for  drawing  out  the  coal, 
as  is  done  in  all  the  United  States  Government 
pockets  of  recent  design. 

The  question  of  electrolysis  in  the  case  of  a 
coal  pocket,  is  too  remote  to  be  worthy  of  dis¬ 
cussion.  If  there  is  danger,  then  the  New 
York  subways  are  in  very  grave  and  great 
danger. 

We  have  yet  to  learn  of  any  case,  either  here 
or  in  Europe,  where  concrete  has  been  re¬ 
moved  and  the  steel  found  useless  by  corro¬ 
sion,  or  “decay,”  as  the  writer  puts  it. 

If  the  question  of  rigidity  and  stability  were 
the  only  points  in  favor  of  concrete,  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  if  the  dozen  or  more  concrete  pockets  re¬ 
cently  built  in  the  east,  would  ever  have  been 
constructed  of  that  material. 

The  writer  quotes  figures  from  some  un¬ 
known  sources  on  the  cost  of  timber  pockets 
from  $3  to  $5  per  ton.  His  authority  should 
get  all  the  work  he  can  attend  to  building  pock¬ 
ets  at  this  figure,  at  least  as  long  as  his  money 
lasts. 

Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  monolithic 
stone  structure  with  ribs  of  steel  is  not  more 
rigid  under  vibration  than  a  wooden  structure 
with  hundreds  of  joints  made  with  spikes  or 
bolts,  when  the  material  is  as  elastic  as  tim¬ 
ber?  Experience  does  not  so  teach. 

This  is  not  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  con¬ 
crete  pocket,  but  merely  an  attempt  to  correct 
the  wrong  impressions  conveyed  regarding  the 
use  of  concrete. 

Chas.  N.  Greene, 
Assoc.  Mem.,  Am.  Soc.  C.  E. 
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The  coal  business  is  peculiar  in  that  prices  have 
Influences  of  no  direct  influence  on  sales.  The  buying  movement 
p  .  nn  Sa1p«s  is  determined:  first,  by  the  need;  second,  by  the 
quality;  and,  third,  by  the  preparation,  all  things 
else  being  equal.  It  is  about  time  the  coal  trade  were  getting  away  from 
some  of  the  old  fallacies  of  the  beneficial  influence  of  a  reduction  in 
price. 

As  regards  the  influences  of  prices  on  sales,  coal  is  unlike  any  other 
commodity.  It  is  essentially  a  seasonable  article  and  its  value  is  meas¬ 
ured  exactly  by  the  severity  of  the  winter.  Whatever  value  it  has  in  the 
summer,  as  regards  the  possible  winter  use,  depends  upon  the  promise 
of  a  winter  demand  plus  or  minus  the  promise  of  a  shortage  of  equip¬ 
ment.  In  the  summer,  then,  the  winter  prospects  govern.  If  those  are 
for  a  shortage  of  cars,  and,  consequently,  for  a  scant  supply  of  coal,  the 
buying  will  be  done  by  the  retailers  and  consumers  who  are  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  these  possibilities  regardless  of  the  price  asked  by  the 
producer.  Without  any  specific  inducements  of  this  character  coal  could 
not  be  sold  in  the  summer  no  matter  what  the  price. 

Now  comes  another  proof  of  identically  the  same  statement.  The 
winter  had  been  unexpectedly  and  unusually  warm  up  to  the  latter  part 
of  January.  Many  coal  operators,  acting  foolishly,  tried  to  force  coal 
on  an  unwilling  market.  They  endeavored  to  cut  prices  and  thus  im¬ 
prove  the  buying  movement.  Regardless  of  their  persuasions  the  re¬ 
tailers  would  not  buy,  the  price  being  apparently  no  inducement.  When 
the  weather  turned  cold  and  the  demand  increased,  the  dealers  bought 
even  though  the  prices  began  to  rise.  They  bought  in  much  larger 
quantities  than  ever  before.  Quotations  made  by  the  producer  or  jobber 
were  not  considered  as  much  of  an  item  at  all.  Under  the  circumstances 
it  is  very  clear  that  neither  in  the  winter  nor  summer  do  prices  consti¬ 
tute  a  very  material  factor  in  the  disposition  of  coal.  It  is,  then,  with 
these  conditions  staring  one  in  the  face,  worse  than  foolish — it  is  busi¬ 
ness  suicide — to  quote  low  figures  to  get  trade. 

It  should  always  be  remembered  that  coal  is  a  commodity  which  de¬ 
preciates  to  a  certain  extent,  while  in  storage.  The  coal  operator  should 
take  this  into  consideration  and  should  know  that  the  coal  dealer  is  not 
going  to  store  any  very  large  amount  of  coal,  especially  when  he  has  no 
market,  and  none  in  sight.  Under  the  circumstances  the  main  thing  to 
do,  to  preserve  values,  is  to  leave  coal  in  the  ground  until  a  good  price 
is  obtained  for  it  and  a  specific  sale  has  been  made. 


In  the  last  few  months  the  railroads,  in  endeavoring 
Contract  Laws  to  comply  with  some  provisions  of  the  interstate 

and  the  Carriers  commerce  act>  have  been  coming  down  pretty  hard 
on  the  coal  men  in  the  matter  of  collections  of  de¬ 
murrage,  and  in  the  matter  of  retention  of  cars.  They  have  made  some 
ironclad  rules,  many  of  which  will  not  stand  the  test  of  law.  For  in¬ 
stance,  in  carrying  the  collection  of  demurrage  to  its  natural  limit,  they 
have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  endeavor  to  penalize  coal  in  the  hands  of  one 
carrier  consigned  to  a  point  on  another  carrier  when  the  first  railroad 
has  an  embargo  out  against  the  second. 

If  the  coal  trade  would  take  the  trouble  to  look  up  some  of  the  laws 
on  the  subject  of  transportation,  and  especially  the  contract  laws,  it 
would  find  this  position  absolutely  illegal  and  untenable — something 


which  the  railroads  have  no  right  to  force  down  the  throats  of  the 
shipping  interests. 

Two  things  should  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  shippers  in  this 
connection.  The  first  is  that  when  a  railroad  issues  a  bill  of  lading  it 
contracts  to  move  the  commodity  through  to  its  destination  and  provide 
all  means  of  transportation  and  all  facilities  for  transfer  where  necessary, 
the  commodity  being  absolutely  in  the  possession  of  the  transportation 
company  until  it  reaches  destination. 

For  another  thing  the  transportation  companies,  by  common  prac¬ 
tice,  which  is  a  stronger  point  in  common  law  than  a  demand  of  a 
statute,  have  given  countenance  to  the  reconsignment  of  any  commodity. 
They  have  done  this  in  two  ways.  Originally  they  permitted  the  recon¬ 
signment  of  coal,  the  commodity  taking  the  through  rate  from  the  point 
of  origin  to  the  point  of  ultimate  destination  instead  of  the  sum  of  the 
locals  from  the  point  of  origin  to  the  point  of  reconsignment  and  from 
the  point  of  reconsignment  to  the  ultimate  destination.  The  very  fact 
that  the  through  rate,  instead  of  the  sum  of  the  locals,  applied  on  this 
original  and  secondary  movement  established  very  clearly  that  the  rail¬ 
roads  permitted  the  reconsignment  of  coal  and  considered  the  total  move¬ 
ment  as  merely  one  movement.  Under  those  circumstances  the  total 
movement  comes  under  the  original  bill  of  lading  and  is  consequently 
comprised  in  the  original  contract  entered  into  between  the  transporta¬ 
tion  company  and  the  shipper. 

Under  those  circumstances  the  railroad  in  the  first  place  has  no  right 
to  embargo  coal  in  transit.  It  has,  of  course,  no  right  to  collect  demur¬ 
rage  on  embargoed  coal  and  it  has  especially  no  right  to  charge  the 
shipper  or  the  consignee  for  the  transfer  of  this  coal  even  where  a  re¬ 
consignment  has  been  made  with  the  specific  consent  of  the  transporta¬ 
tion  company.  All  those  things  are  covered  by  the  original  contract 
and  the  railroad  which  goes  behind  this  is  violating  both  the  common 
law  and  the  contract  laws  of  the  United  States.  It  is  very  evident,  then, 
that  the  position  of  the  transportation  company  in  many  of  these  mat¬ 
ters  is  entirely  untenable  and  should  not  be  countenanced  by  the  ship¬ 
ping  interests  for  an  instant. 


After  a  preliminary  discussion  of  the  advisability  of 

The  Labor  entering  into  an  interstate  wage  agreement  the  oper- 
Outlook.  ators  and  miners,  at  Indianapolis  last  week,  ad¬ 
journed  without  action  to  hold  another  preliminary 
and  informal  discussion  at  the  same  place  on  February  27.  The  oper¬ 
ators  and  miners  evidence  no  haste  to  arrive  at  a  decision  to  hold  an 
interstate  wage  conference  and  the  assumption  is  permissible  that  the 
mines  are  likely  to  be  closed  down  for  at  least  a  part  of  April,  if  not  the 
whole  month. 

Possibly  a  suspension  of  the  mines,  now,  for  a  month  would  be  the 
most  satisfactory  thing  for  all  concerned.  It  will  not  influence,  mate¬ 
rially,  the  prices  paid  by  the  consumer  and  consequently  they  have  no 
reason  to  complain.  The  miners  can  not  hope  for  a  retention  of  the 
present  pay  provided  the  production  is  not  curtailed  and  consequently 
they  should  be  willing  to  substitute  temporary  inactivity  for  a  radical 
reduction  in  the  pier  diem  or  the  per  ton  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  The  coal  operator  not  only  needs  a  shutdown  of  the  mine,  to 
help  out  the  existing  situation,  but  he  must  curtail  production  for  a  part 
of  the  spring  if  existing  demoralization  of  the  markets  is  not  going  to  be 
continued  throughout  all  of  next  summer  and  far  into  the  fall.  There 
seems  to  be  everything  in  favor  of  a  suspension  of  the  mines,  for  a 
short  time,  and  practically  nothing  against  it. 

In  the  meanwhile  there  is  small  need  for  anyone  to  take  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  precautions  against  such  a  closing  down  unless  it  is  the 
large  factories.  It  might  be  advisable  for  these  interests  to  stock  up  on 
a  little  coal.  As  far  as  the  operator  is  concerned  there  is  enough  coal 
being  produced,  today,  in  excess  of  the  actual  requirements,  to  create  a 
sufficient  stock  by  the  1st  of  April  to  carry  the  dealers  entirely  through 
that  month.  This,  of  course,  takes  the  position  that  the  overproduction 
of  coal  today  is  marked,  but  a  careful  scrutiny  of  market  conditions  will 
prove  this  to  be  correct.  There  is  no  necessity,  therefore,  for  the  oper¬ 
ators  to  increase  production  in  anticipation  of  any  shutdown  in  April. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  dealers  are  finding  that  coal  is  not  moving  out 
as  rapidly  as  they  supposed  and  that  they  are  having  offered  at  all 
tinges  more  coal  than  they  can  take  into  their  yards.  It  will  not  be 
necessary,  therefore,  for  the  dealers  to  do  anything  more  than  to  take 
care  of  some  of  the  surplus  coal  now  coming  to  this  market,  and  they 
will  have  enough  to  run  through  April. 

Of  course,  no  definite  decision  has  as  yet  been  made  calling  a  strike 
or  closing  down  the  mines  after  April  1,  but  from'  all  lines  of  information 
it  seems  entirely  probable  that  such  will  be  the  case.  Statements  of 
The  Black  Diamond  are  merely  in  the  way  of  friendly  advice  to  the 
trade  as  to  which  would  be  the  best  course  to  pursue. 
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Is  a  Combination  of  Mines  Necessary? 


After  the  present  period  of  depressed  busi¬ 
ness  is  over  and  especially  when  the  industrial 
concerns  enter  upon  a  new  period  of  expansion 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  state  of  Illi¬ 
nois  would  see  a  further  consolidation  of  coal 
properties. 

The  reason  for  this  prediction  is  the  state¬ 
ment,  now  going  the  rounds  among  the  Illi¬ 
nois  coal  operators,  that  what  is  most  needed 
is  not  new  relations  with  the  miners,  but  some 
check  upon  the  progressive  decline  of  Illinois 
coal  prices. 

A  few  days  ago  one  of  the  coal  operators 
made  the  statement  that  Illinois  coal  today  is 
so  cheap  that  it  is  contemptible.  The  price 
of  the  fuel  has  been  reduced  so  much  in  the 
last  few  years  that  the  business  itself  has  fallen 
into  a  certain  disrepute.  For  this  condition, 
according  to  this  authority,  no  one  is  to  blame 
but  those  engaged  in  the  industry.  He  points 
out  that,  in  the  last  five  or  six  years,  when 
general  business  has  been  the  best,  all  told, 
in  the  history  of  the  country  and  when  prices 
of  other  commodities  all  over  the  country  have 
been  gradually  rising,  the  price  of  coal  in  Illi¬ 
nois  has  been  gradually  on  the  decline.  This 
has  resulted  in  the  reduction  of  the  average 
price  obtained  for  Illinois  coal  of  anywhere 
from  eight  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton,  The  climax 
of  this  declining  tendency  was  reached  in  1907, 
when  the  state  of  Illinois  put  out  46,500,000 
tons  of  coal  at  an  average  price  of  $1.02.  If 
there  is  deducted  from  this  five  million  tons 
produced  in  northern  Illinois,  where  the  aver¬ 
age  price  obtained  was  about  $1.30  a  ton,  there 
is  left  41,500,000  tons  of  coal  produced  which 
brought,  in  round  numbers,  about  an  even 
dollar  a  ton.  This  price  compares  with  the 
average  price  in  Ohio  of  about  $1.15  a  ton  or 
a  little  more,  whereas  the  quality  of  the  two 
grades  of  coal  is  not  radically  different. 

This  operator  insists  that  the  interstate  com¬ 
petition  is  not  responsible  for  this  result.  He 
insists  that  the  prices  obtained  have  no  influ¬ 
ence  in  restricting  the  market  for  Illinois  coal. 
He  insists,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  greatest 
reduction  has  been  due  to  sacrificing  coal  in 


the  markets  nearest  the  sources  of  production. 
For  instance,  he  declares  that  approximately 
6,000,000  tons  of  this  same  product  has  gone 
to  St.  Louis  and  a  like  amount  has  been  com¬ 
ing  to  Chicago,  where  it  has  been  slaughtered 
ruthlessly.  These  twelve  million  tons  amount 
to  a  little  more  than  tweny-five  per  cent  of  the 
coal  produced  last  year.  In  addition  another 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  this  coal  has  gone  to 
the  railroads,  and  there  the  prices  have  been 
unnecessarily  low.  It  is  the  belief  of  this  one 
operator  that  the  prices  obtained  in  Chicago 
and  St.  Louis  have  been  twenty-five  cents 
lower  than  the  prices  obtained  in  the  outlying 
districts  adjacent  to  Chicago.  He  says  that 
the  railroads  have  been  getting  their  coal  at 
least  fifteen  cents  cheaper  than  they  have  been 
able  to  buy  any  other  grade  of  coal  and  that 
they  could  afford  to  pay  fifteen  cents  more  and 
still  have  the  cheapest  fuel  in  the  world. 

As  to  just  how  this  evil  is  to  be  remedied 
he  does  not  say  specifically.  He  declares  that 
an  understanding  among  the  operators  either 
as  to  price  or  curtailment  of  production  would 
be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  anti  trust  law 
and  would  consequently  involve  a  restraint  of 
trade  inimical  to  public  policy.  He  believes 
that  overproduction  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  He  beffeves  it  im¬ 
practicable  and  impossible  to  put  all  of  these 
coal  companies  under  one  big  organization,  be¬ 
cause  that  would  attract  the  antagonism  of 
the  government,  but  he  does  believe  that  more 
big  companies  could  and  should  be  formed  to 
take  over  a  number  of  these  smaller  companies. 
These  big  companies,  according  to  this  oper¬ 
ator,  would  be  able  to  restrict  the  output  to 
the  actual  needs  of  the  market  and  would  be 
so  able  to  adjust  the  supply  to  the  demand 
that  prices  might  be  advanced  easily,  with 
the  result  that  profit  could  accrue  to  the  coal 
operators. 

Augmenting  this  solution  of  the  present  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  the  Illinois  operators,  he  favors,  of 
course,  the  remedying  of  some  railroad  prac¬ 
tices  which  have  to  do  with  unequal  and  dis¬ 
criminative  distribution  of  cars. 


and  argument.  If  as  a  compromise  measure  it 
has  stood  for  so  long  any  effort  of  Illinois  to 
change  its  conditions  now  would  merely  bring 
about  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  eastern  states 
to  change  their  conditions  and  one  succeed¬ 
ing,  all  would  succeed,  with  the  result  that  the 
ultimate  of  the  affair  would  be  the  same  as 
the  beginning. 

Illinois  hopes  in  its  conference  with  the 
miners  on  February  20  to  take  up  some  mat¬ 
ters  strictly  local  to  the  states.  For  instance, 
the  proper  subject  for  discussion  at  that  time 
will  be  the  differential  between  the  various 
districts  in  the  state  on  the  machine  mine 
basis.  The  interstate  agreement  today  con¬ 
templates  a  differential  of  ten  cents  a  ton  in 
favor  of  machine  mined  coal  for  the  Danville 
district,  while  for  the  rest  of  the  state  ma¬ 
chine  mine  differential  is  seven  and  a  half 
cents.  It  would  be  considered  a  proper  sub¬ 
ject  for  discussion  if  the  other  districts  should 
insist  that  what  is  the  differential  for  the  Dan¬ 
ville  district  should  apply  in  all  cases.  There 
would  be  no  effort  within  the  state  of  Illinois, 
however,  to  readjust  the  machine  mine  differ¬ 
ential  for  the  entire  state.  In  a  sense  this  is 
revolutionary,  but  it  makes  comparatively  little 
difference  to  the  interstate  conference  itself. 
The  stand  taken  by  the  Illinois  operators  can 
hardly  be  considered  as  opposed  in  any  way  to 
the  renewal  of  the  interstate  agreement  or  as 
presenting  questions  which  would  block  the 
way  of  the  revival  of  that  agreement. 

There  has  been  some  talk  that  the  Illinois 
operators  are  not  united  in  their  action  as  re¬ 
gards  the  stand  to  be  taken  before  the  inter¬ 
state  agreement,  but  one  operator  who  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting  declares  that  the  contrary 
is  true.  He  says  that  the  Illinois  operators 
have  stood  firm  and  enthusiastic  for  their  con¬ 
tentions  and  have  presented  a  stiller  back 
bone  to  the  interstate  conference  than  ever  in 
history  with  the  exception  of  two  years  ago, 
when  their  action  precipitated  the  fight  in  the 
state  of  Illinois. 

The  outcome  of  this  labor  discussion  will 
remain  decidedly  uncertain  until  after  the  meet¬ 
ing  on  February  27,  but  one  thing  which  seems 
reasonably  sure  is  that  the  mines  are  likely  to 
be  closed  down  for  the  major  part  of  April, 
if  not  longer  than  that,  and  this,  as  outlined 
above,  need  not  arise  from  any  disagreement 
between  the  mine  operators  and  the  union,  but 
merely  an  inability  to  arrive  at  definite  terms 
in  a  comparatively  short  time  remaining  for 
a  discussion  of  some  important  questions  that 
are  arising  almost  daily. 


Mine  Operators  Postpone  Definite  Action 


The  result  of  the  preliminary  conference  of 
mine  operators  and  mine  workers  at  Indianap¬ 
olis  last  week  was  a  delay  of  further  negotia¬ 
tions  until  February  27.  Prior  to  that  time  the 
Illinois  operators  and  the  Illinois  miners  will 
hold  a  meeting  at  Peoria  on  February  20. 

While  the  preliminary  conference  developed 
no  radical  differences  of  opinion  as  to  vital  is¬ 
sues,  it  seems  entirely  likely  there  will  be  a 
suspension  of  mine  operations  for  a  short  time 
after  the  first  of  April.  This  will  result  from 
a  lack  of  ability  to  agree  on  specific  terms  in 
the  amount  of  time  alloted  rather  than  in  a 
marked  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  is  to 
be  the  terms  of  the  next  contract.  It  seems 
now  to  be  generally  understood  that  the  miners 
and  operators  are  virtually  as  one  as  to  terms, 
although  some  reasons  of  an  extraneous  nature 
may  delay  negotiations.  It  is  assumed  that 
President  Mitchell  would  hardly  like  to  enter 
into  an  arrangement  for  the  miners  which 
would  in  any  way  hamper  the  work  of  his  suc¬ 
cessor  or  bind  him  down  to  any  agreement 
with  which  the  new  president,  Mr.  Lewis, 
might  not  be  in  accord.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  quite  natural  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Lewis 
would  like  to  have  the  credit  for  restoring 
the  interstate  agreement,  broken  off  two  years 
ago,  and  consequently  it  would  be  very  natural 
for  him,  especially  as  he  is  going  to  steer 
the  affairs  of  the  association  in  the  future,  that 
he  would  want  to  have  something  to  do  with 
the  reviving  of  this  interstate  agreement. 

There  are  reasons  on  the  operators’  side 
which  would  warrant  a  delay  in  arriving  at  ne¬ 
gotiations  until  after  the  first  ot  April.  For 
instance,  a  curtailment  of  production  for  a 
matter  of  a  few  weeks  if  not  for  a  month, 


would  be  of  a  direct  benefit  to  the  coal  trade 
not  only  for  this  spring,  but  possibly  all 
through  the  summer.  A  good  deal  has  been 
said  of  late  about  the  probable  unwillingness 
of  Illinois  to  enter  an  interstate  agreement  un¬ 
less  some  of  its  conditions  are  changed  in  the 
meantime.  While  this  is  true  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent  Illinois  is  not  the  only  backward  factor  in 
the  interstate  agreement,  being  exceeded,  if 
possible,  by  the  Ohio  mine  operators,  who  as 
yet  are  not  altogether  united  as  to  whether 
they  care  to  reenter  an  interstate  agreement 
or  not.  Ohio’s  position  may  be  considered  as 
diplomatic  just  now  in  that  it  does  not  care  to 
commit  itself  to  any  definite  line  of  action  until 
some  delay  has  curtailed  production  in  Ohio, 
an  aim  that  is  striven  at  by  most  of  the  oper¬ 
ators  of  that  state.  Indiana  and  Illinois  are 
more  concerned  about  overproduction  right  at 
the  minute  than  they  are  about  any  change  in 
the  wage  scale  or  mining  conditions,  and  con¬ 
sequently  they  might  not  be  averse  to  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  mines  for  three  or  four  weeks, 
or  possibly  more  than  a  month.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  appears  to  have  adopted  a  quiescent  atti¬ 
tude,  and  in  this  respect  its  position  slightly 
differs  from  that  taken  two  years  ago,  when 
the  action  of  Western  Pennsylvania  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  disruption  of  the  interstate 
agreement. 

As  far  as  the  position  of  Illinois  is  con¬ 
cerned,  and  this  seems  to  have  been  considered 
the  most  vital  point  in  the  whole  conference, 
its  stand  simply  is  this:  it  is  not  so  keen  as  it 
was  for  a  readjustment  of  its  machine  mine 
scale,  having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  differentials  between  the  states  have  been 
arrived  at  through  the  arbitrament  of  force 


Coal  Dealers  Embarrassed. 

Pipestone,  Minn.,  January  27. 
Editor  Black  Diamond  : 

I  was  much  pleased  with  your  article  entitled 
“Coal  Dealers  Are  Embarrassed”  on  page  19 
of  your  issue  of  January  25.  In  this  territory 
the  Mineapolis  Journal  came  out  with  a  long 
piece  about  the  cut  in  soft  coal  prices,  espe¬ 
cially  Hocking.  This  before  the  country  re¬ 
tailer  had  had  notice  of  the  reduction.  Most 
of  us  had  loaded  up  on  high-priced  coal. 

They  got  us  all  loaded  up  on  high-priced 
coal  and  then  cut  the  price  and  advertised 
the  cut  in  the  daily  papers.  Very  few  of  us 
have  been  able  to  sell  our  high-priced  coal, 
but  that  did  not  hinder  the  wholesalers  from 
crowding  the  collections  to  the.  utmost.  In 
fact,  they  took  it  for  granted  that  because 
grain  was  high  at  the  country  points  the  re¬ 
tailer  of  coal  had  lots  of  money  whether  he 
could  sell  his  coal  or  not.  The  Northwestern 
Coal  Dealer  had  an  item,  or  rather  quite  a 
long  piece,  in  the  January  issue  entitled  “The 
Retailer  Can  Help  Now.”  They  all  seem  to 
think  that  the  retailer  never  has  any  troubles 
and  always  has  plenty  of  money. 

I  notice  a  considerable  talk  in  the  trade  pa¬ 
pers  about  reciprocal  demurrage,  but  I  have 
something  that  troubles  me  more  than  that 
does.  That  is,  the  loading  of  gondola  cars  so 
high  with  coal  that  when  the  car  arrives  any¬ 
where  from  one  to  five  tons  has  been  rattled 
off  en  route.  This  is  a  serious  loss  and  hard 
to  overcome  at  small  points  where  there  are 
no  railway  scales. 

O.  P.  Nason. 
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General  Review. 


Failure  of  Miners  and  Operators  to  Call 
a  Conference  Indicates  a  Desire 
to  Delay  the  Discussion. 


That  the  coal  market  is  strictly  a  weather 
market  is  again  clearly  established  by  the  de¬ 
velopments  of  the  week.  More  to  the  point, 
it  has  been  demonstrated  that  buying  is  not 
influenced  by  the  prices  charged.  When  other 
conditions  are  favorable,  values,  within  rea¬ 
sonable  limits,  are  not  considered  and  even 
reasonably  high  prices  become  no  hindrance  to 
sales.  If  this  demonstrates  anything  it  is  that 
to  force  coal  on  an  unwilling  market  is  not 
only  impossible,  but  an  effort  which  discovers 
to  the  trade  the  fact  that  the  mine  engaging 
in  such  a  practice  is  unacquainted  with  the 
fundamental  principles  in  the  business. 

The  slow  recovery  of  values,  from  the  recent 
extreme  depression,  has  been  due  to  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  mines  in  flooding  an  unwilling 
market  with  coal.  It  took  at  least  a  week  to 
relieve  the  yards  of  the  dealers  of  enough  coal 
so  that  they  would  be  willing  to  purchase  fresh 
supplies  upon  the  open  market.  But  even 
then,  before  the  improvement  in  conditions 
among  the  retailers  reached  back  to  the  mines, 
the  surplus  coal  on  track  had  to  be  moved. 
In  both  instances — in  overcrowding  the  yards 
of  the  dealers  and  in  overcrowding  the  tracks 
with  unsold  coal — the  operators  had  so  far 
discounted  the  appearance  of  cold  weather  as 
to  deprive  themselves  of  any  benefit  arising 
therefrom.  The  two  sources  of  an  abundant 
supply  of  coal  for  consumers  being  removed  in 
part  by  the  heavy  consumption,  the  demand 
from  the  public  in  general  is  beginning  to  react 
upon  the  mines.  So  far  it  has  not  had  any 
particular  influence  on  values.  Moreover  it 
hardly  will  have  any  such  influence  in  the 
near  future  because  some  mines  are  already 
beginning  to  increase  the  output  in  anticipation 
of  this  larger  demand.  Every  such  movement, 
of  course,  puts  off  the  advance  in  prices  and 
threatens  the  market  with  a  continuation  of 
the  present  extreme  low  figures. 

The  failure  of  the  mine  operators  and  work¬ 
ers  to  agree  to  call  an  interstate  agreement 
is  not  significant  further  than  to  postpone  rais¬ 
ing  an  exact  issue  until  after  March  1st.  It 
begins  to  look  as  if  dilatory  methods  are  be¬ 
ing  employed  and  that  a  suspension  of  the 
mines  after  April  1  is  unavoidable.  This  need 
not  result  from  a  strike  or  lockout,  but  may 
arise  from  a  failure  to  complete  negotiations. 

Buying  in  anticipation  of  such  a  suspension 
has  not  started.  Many  big  consumers  are  in¬ 
creasing  shipments  of  coal  purchased  on  con¬ 
tract  and  since  these  consumers  are  not  in¬ 
creasing  their  factory  activity  some  of  the 
coal  is  probably  for  storage  against  the  time 
when  the  supply  will  be  short.  The  smokeless 
and  splint  mines  are  now  running  only  three 
days  a  week  as  a  result  of  the  slow  demand. 
Some  anthracite  mines  have  also  slowed  down, 
while  the  production  in  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Kentucky  is  limited  more  and  more  to 
the  definite  needs  of  the  trade.  In  only  one 
quarter,  the  Pittsburgh  district,  have  the  mines 
begun  to  increase  output  materially,  but  more 
of  the  other  mines  are  threatening  to  follow 
and  in  case  any  such  movement  becomes  gen¬ 
eral  it  will  only  result  in  a  renewed  congestion 
of  the  market. 


After  having  been  entombed  in  the  Alpha  shaft 
of  the  Giroux  mine  at  Ely,  Nevada,  for  forty-six 
days,  three  miners  were  rescued  a  few  days  ago. 
The  men  were  A.  D.  Bailey,  P.  J.  Brown  and 
Fred  McDonald.  When  the  rescue  had  been  made 
whistles  were  blown  all  over  the  camp,  which 
crowds  cheered  in  the  streets  of  Ely,  to  the  ring¬ 
ing  of  bells. 


The  railroad  companies  entering  Aspen,  Colo., 
have  made  a  voluntary  reduction  in  the  freight 
rate  on  lump  coal  into  that  and  other  Colorado 
cities,  of  fifty  cents  a  ton.  The  rate  on  run-of- 
rnine  coal  has  been  reduced  twenty-five  cents  a 
ton. 


Chicago  Market. 


Zero  Weather  Helps  to  Clean  up  Stocks, 
but  Buying  as  yet  Is 
Light. 


With  a  cold,  blowy  day  on  last  Saturday, 
followed  by  zero  weather,  snow  storms  and 
severe  cold  for  most  of  the  week,  the  Chi¬ 
cago  coal  market  should  be  now  in  a  fairly 
good  condition.  The  improvement  has  not 
been  as  great  as  would  be  expected.  The  rea¬ 
sons  for  this  are  obvious  when  one  takes  into 
consideration  the  tremendous  amount  of  coal 
which  was  on  hand  either  on  track  or  in  the 
yards  of  the  dealers. 

The  specific  betterment  of  the  week  has  been 
the  cleaning  up  of  most  of  the  coal  on  track 
and  the  reduction  of  stocks  in  the  yards  of  the 
track  dealers.  Outside  of  Chicago  the  stocks 
on  hand  have  not  been  quite  as  heavy  as  was 
generally  supposed,  this  being  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  dealers  are  writing 
in  for  rush  orders  on  coal,  some  of  them  re¬ 
sorting  to  the  telegraph.  While  Chicago,  there¬ 
fore,  has  not  been  able  to  absorb  all  of  the 
coal  that  has  come  in,  a  good  deal  of  it  is 
going  out  to  the  country  districts  and  is,  there¬ 
fore,  relieving  the  Chicago  market  to  that  ex¬ 
tent.  As  a  natural  result  the  weakness  has 
disappeared,  very  largely,  and  the  market  is 
stronger,  but  so  far  it  has  not  gained  enough 
strength  to  warrant  any  increase  in  prices. 

Buying  for  storage  has  not  started  and  will 
not,  probably,  until  it  is  known  definitely  that 
the  mines  are  going  to  suspend  operations  in 
April.  Buying  on  account  of  industrial  re¬ 
sumption  has  not  been  very  extensive,  being 
expressed  in  the  main  by  the  increase  in  con¬ 
tract  requirements.  Due  to  the  comparatively 
light  production  of  lump  sizes,  screenings  are 
a  little  stiffer  in  some  grades,  but  prices  have 
not  advanced.  The  most  favorable  factor  in 
the  whole  market,  however,  is  the  cleaning  up 
of  some  stocks  of  coal,  principally  smokeless, 
Springfield  and  Carterville,  that  have  been 
shipped  into  Chicago  without  stint. 

The  anthracite  trade  is  apparently  stronger. 
The  demand  for  nut  is  heavy,  but  the  producers 
still  refuse  to  ship  it  unless  accompanied  by  a 
certain  percentage  of  egg  and  stove  si^es.  The 
market  will  not  absorb  the  larger  sizes  and 
consequently  they  are  long,  although  nut  does 
not  come  quite  up  to  the  demand. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  County  coal  is  fairly  strong  only, 
the  demand  in  the  country  being  good  and 
showing  a  certain  reflex  effect  upon  Chicago. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.50  to 
$2.75;  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65;  l^-inch  steam  lump, 
$2.35  to  $2.65;  domestic  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65.  The 
top  prices  quoted  herewith  prevail  in  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Third  Vein  coal  is  moving  in  moderate  vol¬ 
ume,  but  the  operators  have  made  a  horizontal 
reduction  of  about  fifty  cents  a  ton  in  order 
to  start  business.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines: 
Mine-run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump, 
$2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings,  $1.60.  The 
latter  price  is  unchanged. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  cleaned  up  a  little  better 
than  a  week  ago,  but  prices  have  not  been  in¬ 
fluenced.  Although  some  dealers  are  asking 
higher  prices,  sales  are  not  such  as  to  warrant 
the  quotations.  Some  coal  up  to  car  service 
was  sacrificed.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Mine-run,  $1.70;  2-inch  egg  or  lump,  $2.00; 
No.  1  nut,  $1.85;  screenings,  $1.30  to  $1.35. 

Springfield  coal  within  the  week  has  been 
strengthened  because  most  of  this  coal  up  to 
demurrage  is  cleaned  up  and  in  addition  the 
mines  have  curtailed  the  production.  The 
market  is  steady  on  the  basis  of  the  following 
prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.70; 
screenings,  $1.30;  nut,  $1.80;  egg  or  lump,  $2.25; 
lump,  $1.90. 

Lincoln  coal  is  sharing  the  improved  de¬ 
mand  of  the  other  domestic  products  and 
prices  consequently  are  firm.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.25;  egg,  $2.50;  mine-run, 


$1.75;  screenings,  $1.30;  nut,  $2.00;  l*4-inch 
lump,  $2.00. 

Carterville  coal  is  a  shade  firmer.  The  im¬ 
proved  demand  in  the  country  has  cleaned  up 
the  Chicago  market  a  little,  but  prices  here 
vary.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  Chi¬ 
cago  delivery:  Mine-run,  90  cents  to  $1.15; 
lJ/2-inch  screenings,  40  cents  to  50  cents;  lump 
or  egg,  $1.50  to  $1.75. 

Clinton  screenings  have  been  strong  within 
the  week  and  while  the  price  has  moved  up 
only  a  little,  the  quotations  made  on  that 
product  are  subject  to  an  advance.  The  mines 
in  the  territory  have  been  working  about  full 
time  with  no  surplus  coal.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Screenings,  $1.40;  mine-run,  $1.70  to 
$1.80;  4-inch  domestic  lump,  $2.30  to  $2.40; 
steam  lump,  $1.95  to  $2.00. 

Sullivan  or  Green  County  chunks  or 
egg  prove  weak  on  the  Chicago  market,  being 
quoted  on  about  the  same  basis  as  the  steam 
product.  The  country  demand  is  stronger. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks  or  egg, 
$2.30  to  $2.55;  steam  lump,  $2.30  to  $2.45. 

Brazil  Block  is  just  about  steady,  the  best 
demand  appearing  in  the  outlying  districts.  In 
Chicago  the  price  is  $2.95,  while  $3.05  is 
charged  to  the  country  trade  in  box  cars. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Hocking  coal  conditions  have  improved  with¬ 
in  the  week,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that, 
whereas  the  dealers  were  dickering  over  prices 
a  week  or  ten  days  ago,  they  are  now  sending 
in  orders  at  the  market.  A  good  many  rush 
orders  have  been  received,  showing  that  the 
country  trade  is  in  good  shape.  Chicago  deal¬ 
ers  have  been  buying  at  a  moderate  pace. 
Moreover  the  supply  has  been  kept  down  to 
the  actual  needs  of  the  trade.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago:  Standard  Hocking,  $3.15;  Jackson 
Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh,  No.  8,  $2.80. 

Kanawha  coal,  owing  to  a  sharp  reduction 
in  output,  is  growing  a  little  stronger,  al¬ 
though,  in  some  places,  off  grade  coals  have 
been  sacrificed.  Some  coal  sent  in  on  con¬ 
signment  has  been  going  begging.  Others  re¬ 
port  good  prices  for  higher  grades  and  one 
jobber  sends  out  a  circular  asking  a  premium 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  over  the  regular 
market.  Some  so-called  splint  coal  can  be 
bought  as  low  as  $3.00,  but  the  market  on  the 
best  grades  is  about  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  or 
circular  price. 

Youghiogheny  coal  shipments  are  restricted 
to  the  needs  of  the  market  and  the  trade  is 
easy.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three-fourths- 
inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  ^4-inch  steam,  $3.05 
to  $3.15;  114-inch  lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

Demoralization  in  the  smokeless  coal  mar¬ 
ket  has  been  about  ended  through  the  cur¬ 
tailment  of  output.  Standard  coals  will  not  go 
much  more  than  twenty-five  cents  below  cir¬ 
cular,  while  some  other  coals  will  be  sold  on 
the  basis  of  95  cents  to  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  mine-run.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Standard  New  River  and  Pocahontas  mine-run, 
$3.15  to  $3.50;  egg  or  lump,  $3.80  to  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  in  light  supply,  with  a  fair 
demand.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three- 
fourths-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  ^4-inch  steam, 
$3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

The  coke  prices  are  unchanged.  A  little  hap¬ 
hazard  buying  appears  now  and  then,  but  no 
big  movement  has  started.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Connellsville,  $5.25;  Wise  County, 
$5.00;  West  Virginia,  $5.00;  48-hour,  $4.25;  by¬ 
product,  $5.00,  and  gas  house,  $4.75. 


The  Astoria  Light,  Heat  &  Power  Company, 
Astoria,  L.  I.,  has  awarded  the  contract  for  the 
installation  of  their  new  coal  handling  and  coal 
storage  plant  to  the  Brown  Hoisting  &  Machinery 
Company,  of  Cleveland.  The  outfit  will  consist 
of  a  600-foot  traveling  bridge  tramway  equipped 
with  a  man  operated  trolley,  operating  a  5-ton 
bucket.  This  marks  a  new  departure  in  this  field 
and  this  plant,  when  completed,  will  have  the 
largest  man  operated  trolley  and  bucket  that  has 
ever  been  installed  for  the  handling  of  coal. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Mines  and  Ovens  Are  Producing  More 
Heavily  But  Buying  Is  Still 
Light. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  February  6. 

The  local  coal  business  has  picked  up  some¬ 
what  during  the  week,  and  the  outlook  is  better 
than  for  some  time.  The  number  of  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  many  of  the  mines  in  this  district  has 
been  increased,  and  there  are  now  more  men 
at  work  than  there  have  been  since  last  Novem¬ 
ber.  There  is  also  a  better  demand  for  almost 
all  kinds  of  coal,  which  has  been  augmented  by 
the  zero  weather.  Prices  of  some  kinds  have 
changed  somewhat  also.  There  are  few,  if  any, 
contracts  of  any  size  or  importance  being  placed 
by  the  large  consumers  now,  however,  and  it  is 
not  likely  that  there  will  be  this  month  or  next, 
as  future  prices  seem  very  uncertain. 

Owing  to  the  Monongahela  river  having  been 
practically  closed  with  ice  for  the  week,  several 
of  the  mines  in  that  district  have  been  forced  to 
close  down  for  several  days  as  there  was  no  way 
to  get  the  coal  mined  away  from  the  tipples. 

Western  Pennsylvania  6perators  have  finally 
decided  that  there  will  be  no  reduction  in  the 
price  of  coal,  notwithstanding  some  reports  to 
the  contrary. 

We  quote  the  following  prices  for  the  week, 
all  f.  o.  b.  mines:  Mine-run,  $1.15@1.20;  24- 
inch  lump,  $1.25@1.30 ;  lump,  $1.50 ; 

3-inch  lump,  $1.60@1.65 ;  lj4-inch  nut,  $1.15@ 
1.20,  and  slack,  80  and  90  cents.  Slack  advanced 
during  the  week  on  account  of  the  stocks  on  hand 
being  depleted,  and  that  few  of  the  operators  are 
taking  out  much  of  it.  The  demand  has  not  been 
good,  and  large  stocks  had  accumulated  during 
the  past  few  months. 

The  coke  situation  is  showing  some  improve¬ 
ment,  and  many  ovens  that  have  been  banked  for 
several  months  have  again  been  fired  and  are  now 
in  service.  Prices  continue  irregular,  however, 
and  the  situation  is  not  looked  upon  as  satisfac¬ 
tory  by  any  means,  even  in  the  face  ot  improve¬ 
ment. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Patrick  Gilday,  of  Clearfield,  Pa.,  president  of 
District  No.  2,  United  Mine  Workers,  has  been 
a  visitor  in  Pittsburgh  this  week.  While  here 
he  was  the  guest  of  President  Francis  Feehan, 
of  the  local  body. 

James  Fleming,  of  Irwin,  Pa.,  after  fifty  years 
of  successive  service  in  the  employ  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Gas  &  Coal  Company  in  various  capaci¬ 
ties,  has  been  retired  on  a  life  pension  by  that 
company. 

The  Cheston  Coal  Company,  of  Ebensburg,  Pa., 
has  been  incorporated  by  G.  W.  Turley,  Gus 
Palmquist,  Peter  Anderson  and  Gustave  Fors, 
all  of  that  city.  The  company  will  operate  mines 
in  Cambria  county. 

The  Wharton  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  which  will  handle  the  entire  output  of 
the  properties  owned  and  operated  by  the  Whar¬ 
tons  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  has  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Secretary  J.  Frank  Tilley,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Exchange,  is  ill  and  has  been  confined  to 
his  home  for  several  days,  but  word  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  that  he  intended  leaving  for 
Washington,  D.  C.,  this  week  in  order  to  attend 
several  meetings  of  considerable  importance. 

It  is  announced  that  the  total  output  of  coal  in 
the  Sixteenth  bituminous  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  includes  the  upper  Monongahela  section 
above  Pittsburgh,  was  9,061,292  tons.  This  pro¬ 
duction  was  the  largest  that  the  district  has  ever 
shown.  David  Young,  of  Brownsville,  Pa.,  is 
the  inspector  in  charge  of  the  district. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  traffic  officials 
if  the  various  coal-carrying  roads  in  this  state, 
Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  and  which  carry  coal 


from  Pittsburgh  to  the  lake  ports,  it  was  finally 
decided  that  the  rates  in  effect  for  the  past  year 
will  continue  for  the  present  year  at  least.  There 
is  considerable  disappointment  felt  at  this  deci¬ 
sion,  as  it  had  been  expected  in  many  sources 
that  there  would  be  some  reductions  announced 
by  the  railroad  companies. 

The  Pittsburgh  district  delegates,  who  attended 
the  national  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  at  Indianapolis  last  week,  returned  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh  this  week.  All  report  that  they  are  well 
pleased  with  the  convention,  and  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  represent  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  at  the  inter-state  agreement  conference  will 
make  its  report  within  the  next  week  or  so.  It 
is  expected  that,  in  case  the  interstate  agreement 
is  renewed  at  the  coming  meeting,  which  will  be 
held  on  February  27,  the  special  convention  will 
be  held  about  March  10  for  the  purpose  of  draw¬ 
ing  up  a  wage  scale. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Little  Kanawha 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  held  in  the  general  of¬ 
fices  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  A.  C.  Sherrard,  W.  J. 
Sherrard,  John  D.  Frisbee,  Luke  H.  Frasher, 
Thomas  A.  Hoover,  John  L.  Gans,  J.  C.  Moore, 
J.  D.  Madigan,  John  M.  Case,  N.  A.  Rist  and 
A.  Plummer  Austin  were  elected  directors.  The 
directors  then  elected  A.  C.  Sherrard  president; 
John  D.  Frisbee,  vice-president;  A.  Plummer 
Austin,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  W.  J.  Sher¬ 
rard,  N.  A.  Rist  and  John  L.  Gans,  auditors.  The 
company  owns  10,000  acres  of  Pittsburgh  coal  in 
Gilmore  County,  W.  Va.,  and  is  capitalized  at 
$400,000,  all  of  which  is  paid  in.  Mines  will  be 
opened  this  summer,  and  a  plant  modern  in  every 
respect  constructed. 

The  Rock  Cabin  Coal  Company,  of  Lock 
Haven,  Pa.,  has  been  formed  by  a  number 
of  capitalists  who  have  procured  valuable  coal 
holdings  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  work  of  open¬ 
ing  these  fields  has  been  started  at  Rock  Cabin, 
a  short  distance  west  of  Lock  Haven.  A  large 
mine  opening  is  being  driven,  and  houses  for 
the  use  of  the  miners  and  their  families  are  be¬ 
ing  built  in  the  immediate  vicinty.  Several  hun¬ 
dred  coke  ovens  will  be  built  this  summer,  and 
General  Manager  James  A.  McNerney,  of  Lock 
Haven,  says  that  by  the  middle  of  the  year  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  men  will  be  working  in  the  mines. 
The  property  is  also  underlaid  with  a  fine  grade 
of  fire  clay,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  con¬ 
cern  to  erect  a  modern  brick  plant. 

The  Valley  Plant,  located  near  Scottdale,  Pa., 
and  operated  by  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  was  fired  last  week.  The  plant  has 
been  idle  since  last  November,  but  will  run 
steadily  through  the  summer.  The  same  com¬ 
pany  has  also  fired  a  number  of  other  plants, 
about  2,000  additional  ovens  having  been 
started.  These  include  the  Standard  Plant,  where 
over  500  ovens  are  now  in  blast;  100  ovens  have 
been  started  at  the  Donnelly  plant  near  Alver- 
ton,  Pa. ;  the  Coalbrook  plant  was  started  in  full ; 
100  ovens  were  fired  at  the  Henry  Clary  plant 
at  Broad  Ford ;  sixty  ovens  at  the  Alice  plant 
and  the  same  number  at  the  Morewood  plant. 
Nearly  all  of  these  ovens  are  running  five  days 
a  week,  and  it  is  thought  that  before  long  they 
will  be  running  full  time. 

The  zero  weather  of  the  week  has  entirely 
stopped  all  navigation  in  the  local  rivers,  and 
as  a  result  the  coal  companies  up  the  Mononga¬ 
hela  and  Allegheny  are  unable  to  get  their  barges 
down  to  this  city.  The  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has  about  twenty 
pool  boats  at  work  in  the  Monongahela  river  at¬ 
tempting  to  break  up  the  ice,  which,  in  places, 
has  closed  the  river.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
company  to  break  up  the  ice  and  open  the  river 
as  far  up  as  Brownsville,  Pa.  The  rivers  are 
very  low,  and  as  there  are  a  large  number  of  both 
towboats  and  barges  fast  in  the  ice,  should  there 
be  a  sudden  thaw  or  rain-fall,  with  the  large 
amount  of  snow  on  the  ground  and  mountains 
throughout  this  entire  district,  immense  damage 
is  sure  to  result.  Every  effort  will  be  made  by 
all  of  the  producers  and  shippers  to  protect  prop¬ 
erty.  The  Jones  &  Laughlin  Steel  Company  re¬ 
ports  that  seven  towboats  of  the  company  used 
in  bringing  coal  from  the  mines  to  the  local  mills 
are  fast  in  the  ice  in  the  upper  Monongahela, 
and  that  this  week  all  shipments  from  these 
mines  to  the  mills  are  being  made  by  rail. 


Cleveland  Trade. 


Industrial  Activity  Shows  a  Slight  Im¬ 
provement-Will  Issue  a  New 
Coal  Tariff. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  February  6. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — Orders  for  steam  coal  as  well  as 
for  domestic  grades  are  coming  in  more  freely. 
More  improvement  in  the  trade  is  reported  for 
this  week  than  at  any  period  since  November  1. 
There  has  been  especially  good  demand  for  Mas¬ 
sillon  lump,  retailers  having  let  their  stocks  get 
low  before  the  present  run  of  cold  weather. 

Industrial  concerns  in  this  vicinity  are  operat¬ 
ing  a  little  befter  than  fifty  per  cent  of  normal 
and  many  of  these  are  users  of  slack,  exclusively. 
The  demand  for  it  continues  good.  The  starting 
up  of  tube  mills  at  Lorain  iJ  another  factor  in 
the  upward  movement  of  the  market.  Railroads 
are  buying  a  little  heavier.  The  Nickel  Plate 
railroad  consumed  more  coal  in  January  than  a 
year  ago ;  other  lines  are  requiring  more  for  im¬ 
mediate  needs. 

Operators  all  through  Ohio  districts  are  still 
mining  close  to  present  requirements.  Very  little 
coal  is  allowed  to  accumulate.  There  is  some 
cutting  into  prices,  but  the  bigger  dealers  are 
not  conceding  and  report  that  they  are  getting 
figures  that  are  satisfactory.  Slightly  reduced 
prices  here  and  there  in  this  territory  are  no 
standards  by  which  to  gauge  market  conditions, 
the  deals  being  between  firms  and  not  between 
the  big  dealers  and  the  retailer. 

Market  prices  here  are  quoted  by  principal 
dealers  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  mine:  Pittsburgh 
slack,  60  cents;  run-of-mine,  $1.30;  54-inch,  $1.40; 
lpj-inch,  $1.50.  Pittsburgh  No.  8  slack,  80  cents; 
run-of-mine,  $1.10;  24~>nch-  $1.20;  1%-inch,  $1.30; 
Cambridge  slack,  80  cents;  run-of-mine,  $1.10'; 
24-inch.  $1.20  ;  lJ4-inch,  $1.30.  These  will  be  the 
ruling  quotations  for  February.  No  change  is 
reported  in  anthracite. 


Favorable  Location. 

The  Newburg  &  South  Shore  railroad,  a  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  American  Steel  &  Wire  Company,  but 
also  an  independent  industrial  railroad,  here,  is 
attracting  coal  firms.  Three  retailers,  Vaughn 
&  Snell,  the  Brand-Craig  Company,  and  M. 
Strenlicht  are  already  located  on  the  line.  The 
road  switches  coal  to  them  from  any  of  the 
Cleveland  roads  and  in  this  way  they  have  ad¬ 
vantage  over  dealers  with  limited  switching  ser¬ 
vice.  The  last  named  firm  is  cutting  retail  prices 
here,  especially  on  Goshen,  and  is  distributing 
circulars  to  this  end. 


To  File  a  New  Tariff. 

H.  Bromley,  general  coal  and  coke  agent  of 
the  New  York  Central  lines,  announced  yester¬ 
day  that  a  new  and  complete  tariff  will  be  is¬ 
sued  soon  by  the  coal-carrying  roads  of  Ohio, 
following  a  rate  meeting  held  last  week  at  Co¬ 
lumbus.  Changes  will  be  made  conforming  to 
the  commerce  act.  The  tariff  will  cost  about 
$2,500  and  will  be  worth  about  $75  a  piece.  They 
will  be  posted  and  open  to  every  one,  but  will 
not  be  distributed  generally,  as  heretofore. 

So  many  supplements  have  been  issued  since 
the  old  sheets  were  put  out  that  coal  men  have 
experienced  considerable  confusion  and  delay. 
The  change  will  be  very  gratifying  to  the  trade 
generally.  The  book  will  be  as  large  as  an  of¬ 
ficial  railroad  guide,  giving  local  through  and  pro¬ 
portionate  rates  to  and  from  all  points. 


An  Advance  Rumored. 

It  was  rumored  here  this  week  that  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  operators  are  preparing  to  grant  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  five  cents  a  ton  on  the  new  year  scale. 
Quotations  are  being  made  by  the  operators  in 
those  fields,  subject  to  such  an  advance. 

This  is  taken  to  mean  that  there  is  reason¬ 
able  certainty  that  the  miners  will  get  an  increase 
in  wages  following  the  Indianapolis  meeting. 

Regardless  of  what  other  states  may  hold  out, 
or  what  position  they  may  take,  it  is  considered 
certain  that  the  union  men  will  be  able  to  have 
a  footing  of  five  cents  advance  at  the  start.  With 
this  development,  the  probability  of  the  old  scale 
remaining  in  effect  another  year  is  altered. 
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Louisville  Market. 


Operators  Are  Readjusting  Wage  Scales 
To  Meet  the  Changed  Condi¬ 
tions  of  Trade. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  February  6. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — The  most  striking  feature  in  the 
Kentucky-Tennessee  field  is  the  effort  of  opera¬ 
tors  to  adjust  the  wage  scale  prevailing  at  the 
non-union  mines  to  meet  the  changecLmarket  con¬ 
ditions.  This  process  of  adjustment  is  evidenced 
by  cuts  of  from  ten  per  cent  to  thirty  per  cent 
in  the  miners’  scale  and  corresponding  cuts  in 
day  labor.  It  is  understood  that  even  at  mines 
where  a  cut  amounting  to  thirty  per  cent  has  been 
put  into  effect,  labor  is  still  as  plentiful  as  the 
restricted  demand  for  coal  warrants.  What 
course  will  be  taken  by  the  few  union  mines  in 
the  eastern  Kentucky  field  is  not  reported,  but 
in  the  western  Kentucky  field,  which  is  more 
largely  organized,  an  effort  is  being  made  to  in¬ 
duce  the  union  miners  to  accept  a  cut  of  at  least 
ten  per  cent.  Each  of  the  mining  districts  in  the 
South  is  hoping  that  a  strike  will  be  called  in  all 
the  other  districts — thereby  enabling  it  to  market 
its  coal. 

All  the  railroads  report  traffic  improved  to  a 
slight  but  noticeable  extent  and  there  are  local 
indications  of  a  continual  resumption  on  the  part 
of  industries.  It  is  likely  that  the  market  for 
nut  and  slack  will  gradually  improve  and  it  will 
be  no  surprise  if  this  grade  is  quite  scarce  within 
a  few  weeks  more,  owing  to  the  increasing  de¬ 
mand  and  the  fact  that  the  light  movement  of 
lump  coal  has  greatly  cut  down  the  normal  pro¬ 
duction  of  nut  and  slack.  The  wintry  weather 
which  has  prevailed  during  the  past  week,  how 
ever,  has  done  little  or  nothing  for  the  domestic 
market,  although  it  has  enabled  retail  dealers  to 
clean  up  part  of  their  surplus  of  yard  coal. 

It  is  reported  that  a  few  days  ago  only  about 
100  cars  of  coal  were  moving  between  eastern 
Kentucky  mines  and  Louisville,  this  being  an  un¬ 
precedentedly  small  number.  Operators  at  pres¬ 
ent  are  still  in  their  attitude  of  resignation  and 
are  not  trying  to  force  the  market,  having  finally 
chosen  a  course,  which  might  have  saved  them 
much  loss  had  they  seen  their  way  to  do  so  ear¬ 
lier.  As  a  result,  there  is  little  demurrage  coal 
on  track  in  southern  cities  and  it  is  possible  that 
there  will  be  occasional  shortages  throughout  the 
next  few  months,  especially  for  screenings. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  quote  any  prices  which 
may  be  regarded  as  the  market  in  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee  coals.  Operators  are  in¬ 
terested  in  almost  any  offer.  Run-of-mine  is  ob¬ 
tainable  at  anywhere  from  90  cents  to  $1.00 ;  lump 
coal  of  good  grade  at  anywhere  from  $1.50  to 
$2.00.  Western  Kentucky  mine-run  ranges  from 
50  cents  to  90  cents  per  ton  and  lump  from  $1.15 
to  $1.50  per  ton.  Very  few  of  the  mines  pro¬ 
ducing  the  high  grade  Blue  Gem  and  Jellico  coal:: 
are  able  to  mine  at  anything  like  the  present 
range  of  prices  and  will  be  enabled  to  do  so  only 
in  case  they  can  secure  a  material  concession  on 
the  part  of  their  labor. 


Personal  Mention. 

William  Dunavent,  of  the  Cross  Mountain  Coal 
Company,  Viva,  Ky.,  and  a  well-known  Laurel 
county  operator,  has  been  in  the  city  on  business. 

I.  Bailey,  of  Madisonville,  Ky.,  and  J.  L. 
Thompson,  of  Elk  Valley,  Ky.,  were  two  well- 
known  coal  men  of  the  western  field,  who  were 
recent  visitors  in  Louisville. 

W.  T.  Murray,  president  of  the  Highland  Rim 
Mining  Company,  was  a  visitor  in  the  city  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week.  Mr.  Murray  has  been  making 
extensive  improvements  recently  at  his  two  mines 
at  Four  Mile,  Ky. 

William  Sampson,  of  the  Lee  Coal  Company, 
Middlesboro,  Ky.,  an  operator  from  the  Black 
Mountain  district  of  Pennington,  Virginia,  stopped 
at  the  Seelbach  for  several  days.  Mr.  Sampson, 
who  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  started  his  opera¬ 
tion  in  this  field  nearly  a  year  ago. 

E.  A.  Starling,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Mingo  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Middlesboro,  Ky., 
was  in  the  city  recently  as  a  witness  in  the  suit 
of  Angus  Macdonald  against  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  railroad  and  the  Southern  Railway. 
The  suit  arose  out  of  an  accident  at  Mingo,  Ky. 


B.  B.  Baker,  president  of  the  Webster  Coal 
Company,  Madisonville,  Ky.,  has  been  in  the  city 
to  confer  with  other  Western  Kentucky  opera¬ 
tors.  Mr.  Baker  was  formerly  a  Louisville  law¬ 
yer,  but»  since  locating  in  Webster  County  has 
met  with  noteworthy  success  in  banking  as  well 
as  the  coal  trade. 

The  Big  Muddy  River  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  T.  R.  Troendle,  formerly  of  Hop¬ 
kinsville,  Ky.,  is  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Col. 
Bennet  H.  Young,  of  this  city,  president,  has 
opened  up  handsome  offices  in  the  Paul  Jones 
building.  The  company  controls  the  output  of 
the  mines  at  Central  City,  111. 

P.  L.  Colgan,  president  of  the  Clear  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  who  has  just  severed  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Manring  Coal  Exchange  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  all  of  his  time  to  the  operation  of 
his  mine,  has  been  in  Louisville  for  the  last  few 
days.  The  Clear  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
is  on  the  Chenoa  Branch  of  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  and  is  at  present  operating  the  Poplar 
Lick  seam.  It  is  planned  to  open  up  the  Hignite 
seam  later  on. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Approach  of  the  Contract  Season  Em¬ 
phasizes  the  Uneasiness  of 
Operators. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  February  6. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.)—  The  coal  operators,  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  southeast,  are  now  making  ready  to 
close  orders  for  the  contract  year.  The  situa¬ 
tion,  with  reference  to  booking  contracts  for 
another  year,  are  anything  but  satisfactory.  The 
operators  admit  that  they  are  up  in  the  air.  The 
mill  operators  are  waiting  to  see  what  are  the 
market  prospects  for  their  products  before  plac¬ 
ing  contracts.  They  are  also  waiting  to  see  if 
the  steam  coal  market  will  not  go  lower,  hoping 
thereby  to  make  the  most  favorable  contracts 
of  many  years. 

Some  of  the  coal  operators  say  that  they  are 
indifferent  about  making  contracts  at  current 
price,  claiming  that  the  market  undoubtedly  will 
improve  and  that,  if  they  do  not  have  contracts, 
they  will  have  the  open  market  in  which  to  sell. 
Others  are  not  so  hopeful  and  think  that  they 
had  better  lay  hold  of  all  of  the  desirable  con¬ 
tracts  that  they  can  for  the  next  year,  believing 
that  it  will  take  that  long  or  longer  for  conditions 
to  change  materially. 

The  operator  who  hears  both  sides  is  in  a 
dilemma.  To  make  contracts  for  another  year 
or  not  is  the  question  which  is  causing  not  a  few 
coal  operators  a  deal  of  worry. 

Prices  are  not  falling,  though  the  demand  has 
not  increased  and  is  still  dull.  While  there  is 
no  concerted  movement,  there  seems  to  be  this 
situation  that  the  coal  operators  are  as  far  down 
as  they  can  go,  and  there  is  no  use  demoralizing 
conditions  by  cutting  further. 


Receivers  Are  Appointed 

Two  coal  companies  in  this  region  have  not  been 
able  to  stand  the  strain  and  have  gone  into  the 
hands  of  receivers.  When  it  is  considered  that 
before  the  panic  the  mines  were  shut  down  more 
than  half  of  the  time  for  lack  of  cars  and  take 
this  in  connection  with  the  falling  off  of  the 
demand  for  coal  when  the  mines  were  furnished 
cars,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  no  more 
coal  companies,  than  those  reported,  have  gone 
out  of  business. 

The  Rogers  Coal  Company,  located  on  the 
Clear  Fork  branch  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railroad,  a  small  company  which  opened  up  only 
about  a  year  ago,  has  failed,  owing  $27,000,  of 
which  $18,000  is  reported  to  be  due  Jesse  L. 
Rogers  and  Ralph  Rogers,  officials  and  main 
stockholders  in  the  company.  The  balance  is  due 
on  merchandise.  Because  of  the  large  amount 
of  indebtedness  being  due  to  two  of  the  main 
stockholders,  the  creditors  are  insisting  upon 
probing  the  failure  thoroughly. 

S.  M.  French,  a  coal  operator  located  at  Har- 
riman,  on  the  Queen  and  Crescent  line  of  the 
Southern,  has  filed  a  voluntary  petition  in  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  showing  liabilities  of  $32,045  and  assets 
$20,014.35. 


Those  mines  which  have  been  spending  a  great 
deal  of  money  opening  up  and  were  just  getting 
into  the  market  in  good  shape  when  the  panic 
came,  are  feeling  the  stress  of  the  depression, 
of  course,  more  than  any  other. 


New  Company  Formed. 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  formation  of  a 
large  coal  company  called  the  Interstate  Coal 
Company,  capitalized  at  $500,000  and  headed  by 
Geo.  L.  Carter,  president  of  the  South  &  West¬ 
ern  railroad,  which  coal  company  is  to  mine  on 
a  large  scale  in  Knox  county,  Kentucky,  and  in 
southwestern  Virginia.  A  large  acreage  of  coal 
lands  has  been  secured.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
South  &  Western  railroad,  which  is  now  being 
built  to  the  seacoast,  will  haul  the  output  of  this 
company  and  other  companies  in  which  interests 
allied  to  the  railroad  project,  are  interested. 
While  the  road  is  being  completed  the  company 
will  make  openings  and  build  ovens  for  manufac¬ 
turing  coke,  the  coal  being  well  adapted  to  cok¬ 
ing. 

The  suit  which  arose  between  certain  Coal 
Creek  companies  and  the  Southern  Railway  and 
is  being  heard  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission,  will  come  to  oral  argument  before  the 
commission  at  Washington  on  February  18.  In¬ 
formation  to  this  effect  has  been  received  by  in¬ 
terested  companies  in  Knoxville. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Kansas  City,  February  6. —  ( Special  Cone 
spondence.) — A  cold  snap,  lasting  nearly  four 
days  last  week,  demonstrated  to  hundreds  of 
citizens  the  inefficiency  of  natural  gas  as  fuel. 
The  entire  northeast  portion  of  the  city  suf¬ 
fered  lamentably  from  lack  of  heat  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  protests  were  registered  at  the  city 
hall.  This  was  the  first  real  test  of  natural 
gas  since  it  began  to  be  used  generally  and 
the  result  is  disquieting  to  citizens. 

Last  night  at  a  meeting  of  the  council  a 
resolution  was  passed  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  investigate  the  natural  gas  situation  and 
to  advise  measures  that  will  prevent  a  return 
of  the  conditions  of  last  week.  The  gas  com¬ 
pany’s  excuse  is  that  one  of  its  engines  at 
Scipio,  Kas.,  broke  down,  thereby  decreasing 
the  source  of  supply.  But  this  does  not  satis¬ 
fy  citizens,  scores  of  whom  have  already  re¬ 
placed  coal  burners  in  their  stoves  and  fur¬ 
naces. 

Of  course,  the  demand  for  coal  is  unusual, 
greater,  in  fact,  than  the  dealers  can  supply. 
They  were  not  prepared  for  such  a  contin¬ 
gency.  However,  the  dealers  have  not  taken 
advantage  of  conditions  to  increase  prices  ex¬ 
cept  where  they  had  to  pay  extra  for  delivery. 
Semi-anthracite  is  still  selling  for  $6.50  and 
various  grades  of  soft  coal  at  $4.50  a  ton. 

“I  have  plenty  of  coal,”  one  dealer  said,  “but 
not  enough  teams  to  deliver  it.  For  that  rea¬ 
son  delivery  is  slow.” 

The  wage  scale  committee  for  Missouri  of 
the  Southwestern  Coal  Operators’  Association 
met  at  the  Coates  house  yesterday  to  formu¬ 
late  a  plan  for  a  new  contract  with  miners 
next  April,  when  the  present  contract  expires. 
The  coal  business  in  Missouri  is  not  what  it 
should  be,  according  to  Major  A.  G.  Rombauer 
of  Kirksville,  a  member  of  the  scale  commit¬ 
tee. 

“Some  of  the  mines  are  running  on  about 
half  time,”  he  said.  “The  supply  of  coal  on 
hand  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  demand.” 
Major  Rombauer  said  the  condition  was  due 
largely  to  the  weather,  which  has  been  unsea¬ 
sonably  warm  ever  since  October. 

Bennett  Brown,  commissioner  of  the  South¬ 
western  district,  declares  that  conditions  in 
Kansas  are  encouraging.  In  spite  of  the 
weather  the  demand  there  continues  strong  and 
nearly  all  of  the  mines  are  working  full  time. 

Here  are  retail  prices  being  quoted  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City:  Cherokee  lump,  no  slack,  $3.75;  Lex¬ 
ington,  Iowa,  forked,  $3.75;  Cherokee  nut, 
.screened,  $3.75;  Richmond,  $3.50;  Missouri 
lump,  $3.50;  coarse  mill  slack,  $2.75;  Agatite 
Jiard  coal  for  furnaces,  no  clinkers,  no  slate  nor 
rock,  $4.00;  semi-anthracite  lump,  $6.50;  Ar¬ 
kansas  grate  size,  $7.50. 
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Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  February  6. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Last  Friday  night  brought  the  first 
real  touch  of  winter.  The  thermometer  went  to 
about  six  degrees  below  zero  and  remained  there 
through  Saturday.  It  also  brought  a  reduction 
in  the  retail  and  wholesale  price  of  lignite.  The 
retail  price  dropped  from  $5  a  ton  to  $4.50  and 
the  mine  price  on  lignite  lump  for  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  shipment  is  now  $2.25  ton. 

Most  of  the  mines  in  the  northern  district  have 
not  averaged  three  days  a  week  working  time. 
The  notable  exceptions  are  the  Monarch  mine  of 
the  National  Fuel  Company,  of  Denver,  which 
worked  every  day  and  produced  for  the  month 
15,900  tons,  breaking  its  best  previous  record.  The 
Parkdale  mine  of  the  Parkdale  Fuel  Company, 
of  Denver,  produced  13,200  tons,  working  every 
day.  This  certainly  is  an  excellent  showing  for 
a  mine  just  fourteen  months  old.  The  Colorado 
Springs  mines  are  not  working  over  three  days 
a  week,  as  is  true  of  the  bituminous  mines  in  the 
Canon,  Walsenburg  and  Trinidad  districts. 

While  the  cold  wave  was  general  over  the 
western  states,  it  has  not  brought  in  many  orders, 
as  dealers  seem  to  have  had  their  bins  stocked  to 
the  roof.  It  is  said  that  some  Colorado  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  has  been  sold  in  Nebraska  recently 
for  freight  charges,  and  it  will  be  a  good  thing 
for  the  trade  when  this  refused  coal  is  all  picked 
up.  Railroads  have  reduced  their  engine  fuel 
orders  to  the  lowest  tonnage  in  years.  Many  of 
them  are  picking  up  their  storage  coal  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  probably  will  not  resume  placing 
their  normal  orders  until  the  storage  piles  are  all 
cleaned  up.  Cripple  Creek  seems  to  be  the  only 
point  in  the  state  where  the  coal  consumption  is 
increasing.  This  is  due  to  the  old  Western  Fed¬ 
eration  strike  having  been  called  off  after  running 
three  years,  and  it  has  resulted  in  many  miners 
going  to  that  district  and  the  opening  up  of  new 
gold  mines  and  the  leasing  of  old  ones,  all  of 
which  has  resulted  in  an  increased  consumption 
of  coal. 


St.  Louis  Koruskation. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  6. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  St.  Louis  chapter  of  the  Order 
Kokoal  held  a  koruskation  at  Doric  hall  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  January  31.  At  the  banquet  served, 
after  the  initiation,  W.  S.  Brownlee,  modoc  of 
the  local  organization,  was  made  toastmaster  and 
a  number  of  the  new  as  well  as  the  old  mem¬ 
bers  were  heard  from  in  “boosting  talks.”  There 
were  some  forty  Kokoals  seated  at  the  banquet, 
all  of  whom  belong  to  the  local  organization.  All 
of  the  Kokoal  members  were  present  with  the 
exception  of  three  who  were  unavoidably  de¬ 
tained. 

Ten  new  members  were  initiated,  though  twenty 
candidates  had  been  accepted.  The  initiation  of 
ten  was  postponed  until  the  next  koruskation,  as 
the  policy  of  the  St.  Louis  Kokoals  has  been 
to  have  more  koruskations  and  not  to  initiate  so 
many  members  at  any  one  time.  The  following 
members  were  initiated :  D.  M.  Houghtlin,  sales 
agent  of  the  Southern  Coal  &  Mining  Company  ; 
M.  E.  Sullivan,  of  M.  E.  Sullivan  &  Co. ;  A.  H. 
Dorian,' of  the  Baldwin  Coal  Company;  Chas.  H. 
Hollman,  of  the  Kolb  Coal  Company;  P.  M. 
Huecke,  vice-president  of  the  Kolb  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  Will  Boehmer;  vice-president  of  the  Boeh- 
mer  Coal  Company ;  F.  W.  J.  Sextro,  of  the  Rut¬ 
ledge  &  Taylor  Coal  Company;  George  A.  Miller, 
sales  agent  of  the  Borders  Coal  Company ;  W.  S. 
Haddeway,  sales  agent  of  the  St.  Louis  Carter- 
ville  Coal  Company,  and  John  B.  Ross,  of  the 
Crane  Company. 

The  boys  had  quite  a  little  fun  at  the  expense 
of  W.  S.  Haddeway,  who  has  been  identified 
with  the  St.  Louis  coal  business  longer  than 
nearly  any  one  else ;  also  quite  a  littje  at  the 
expense  of  Will  Boehmer.  The  Kokoals  have 
promoted  no  end  of  good  fellowship  in  the  trade 
since  their  organization  here  barely  two  months 
ago  and  have  helped  to  oil  the  wheels  of  the 
coal  trade  not  a  little.  As  yet  the  Kokoals  con¬ 
sist  mainly  of  operators  and  jobbers,  which  shows 
what  a  vast  field  there  is  left  to  work  on.  An¬ 
other  koruskation  is  being  planned  for  the  mid¬ 


dle  part  of  February.  If  anything  like  all  of  the 
applicants  are  initiated  at  this  koruskation  it 
will  be  a  whopper. 


Contracts  for  Barges. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  6. — In  line  with 
the  agitation  for  the  development  of  the  inland 
waterways,  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany  last  week,  awarded  contracts  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  fifty  double-sectional  barges,  to  be 
used  in  the  transportation  of  coal  through  the 
Lehigh  Canal  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  wharves  at  Dyott  street,  below  Cramps’ 
shipyard.  The  commissioners  of  navigation  were 
informed  that  thirty  barges  will  be  built  at  Coop¬ 
er’s  Point,  Camden,  twenty  by  the  John  H. 
Mathers  Company  and  ten  more  by  Rilatt  &  Bar¬ 
rett. 

The  coal  company  has  begun  the  construction 
of  ten  others  along  the  line  of  the  canal.  The 
contracts  actually  call  for  100  barges,  each  with 
a  capacity  of  100  tons.  As  quickly  as  possible 
the  company  intends  to  install  electric  power, 
which  will  enable  the  fleet  now  under  way  to 
bring  to  this  port  from  Mauch  Chunk  10,000 
tons  of  coal  in  less  than  a  day’s  time. 

For  nearly  a  year  John  Ruddle,  superintendent  ' 
of  the  canal,  has  been  working  to  get  the  water¬ 
way  in  shape  for  business  next  summer.  The 
canal  in  places  has  been  widened ’and  dredged 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  even  deeper  draft 
barges  than  those  now  under  way.  The  electric 
installation  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

"The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  owns 
extensive  anthracite  coal  properties  in  the  Lehigh 
coal  district.  It  owns  the  canal  from  Coalport 
to  Easton,  a  distance  of  forty-eight  miles,  and 
leases  the  Delaware  Division,  a  stretch  of  sixty 
miles.  The  coal  company  also  has  in  view  the 
construction  of  two  modern  piers  in  front  of  its 
Delaware  river  property  at  Dyott  street.  Plans 
are  under  way  to  have  City  Solicitor  Gendell  an¬ 
nul  the  injunction  issued  at  the  instance  of  ex- 
Mayor  Weaver  preventing  their  construction. 


Want  Change  in  Pilotage  Law. 

Norfolk,  W.  Va.,  February  7. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Coal  shipping  interests  here  are 
greatly  interested  in  the  fight  now  going  on  in 
the  legislature  for  changing  the  pilotage  law.  The 
bill  now  under  consideration  proposes  the  doing 
away  with  the  pilotage  tax  on  coastwise  vessels, 
and  increasing  it  on  foreign  bottoms.  Shippers 
argue  that  if  the  rate  proposed  is  put  on  foreign 
vessels  that  it  will  ruin  trade  in  coal  at  this 
port,  as  the  pilotage  tax  will  be  so  prohibitive 
that  vessels  will  call  at  other  ports  for  bunker 
and  cargo  coal.  Accordingly,  to  set  forth  their 
views,  leading  coal  shippers  have  issued  a  pam¬ 
phlet  replete  with  figures,  showing  what  effect 
the  present  bill,  which  has  already  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  legislative  committee  for  passage, 
will  have  on  the  coal  trade  of  these  ports.  If 
they  cannot  secure  a  rehearing  on  the  question 
before  the  legislative  committee,  they  will  try  to 
hold  up  the  bill  in  the  senate. 

While  the  shippers  favor  the  abolishment  of 
pilotage  tax  on  coastwise  vessels,  they  do  not 
want  the  rates  of  pilotage  on  foreign  vessels 
made  so  high  that  these  vessels  will  hunt  other 
ports  for  their  bunker  coal.  The  shipping  inter¬ 
ests  who  are  trying  to  secure  a  recommitment 
of  the  pilotage  bill  are ;  Castner,  Curran  &  Bul¬ 
litt,  C.  M.  Kaylor,  Johns  Bros.,  C.  J.  McRa’e,  Bar¬ 
ber  &  Co.,  United  States  Shipping  Co.,  Furness, 
Withy  &  Co.,  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Berwind,  White  Coal  Mining  Company.  Ches¬ 
apeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Company,  The  White 
Oak  Coal  Company,  New  River  Consolidated  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  Baker-Whitely  Smokeless 
Fuel  Company,  Holland-American  Line,  Warren 
&  Monks  Company,  James  Haughton,  all  of  the 
shipping  agencies  of  Norfolk  and  Newport 
News,  Va. 


George  Miller,  a  coal  and  ice  dealer  of  Alton, 
III.,  has  invented  an  electric  device  whereby  all 
of  his  twenty-four  horses  are  fed  and  watered  at 
five  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Slides  are  controlled 
by  an  electric  wire  and  when  an  alarm  clock 
rings,  a  switch  is  thrown  drawing  the  slides 
which  permits  of  feed  and  water  being  supplied 
the  animals. 


Financial  News. 


Hocking  Valley  Report 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  Railroad  for  the  month  of  December,  and 
the  period  beginning  July  1,  1907,  compares  as 
follows : 


December : 

Total  operating  revenue . 

Operating  expenses  . 

1907. 

.$  438,091.00 
.  390,320.78 

1906. 

$  506,514.56 
370,950.51 

Net  operating  revenue.. 
Taxes  . 

.$  47,770.22 

18,380.91 

$  135,564.05 
19,065.15 

Operating  income  . 

Other  income  . 

.$  29,389.31 

.  297,292.79 

$  116,498.90 
191,028.10 

Total  available  income. 
Deductions  from  income . 

.  .$  326,682.10 
79,767.88 

$  307,527.00 
66,258.86 

Net  income  . 

From  July  1: 

Total  operating  revenue . 

Operating  expenses  . 

.  .$  246,914.22 

,  .$3,718,713.72 
.  2,466,601.70 

$  241,268.14 

$3,504,042.24 

2,191,965.28 

Net  operating  revenue.  . . 
Taxes  . . 

,  .$1,252,112.02 
.  .  121,187.14 

$1,312,076.96 

114,040.43 

Operating  income  . . 

.  .$1,130,924.88 
602,453.60 

$1,198,036.53 

241,252.99 

$1,439,289.52 

379,869.00 

Total  available  income., 
Deductions  from  income . 

.  .$1,733,378.48 
.  .  459,912.37 

Net  income  . 

.  .$1,273,466.11 

$1,059,420.52 

Erie  Railroad  Co. 

The  financial  report  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company  for  November  and  for  five  months 
compares  as  follows: 

November:  1907.  1906.  Decrease. 

Gross  earnings. .  .$4,294,239.43  $4,636,235.42  $341,995.99 

Working  expenses  3,844,595.69  3,217,419.01  *627,176.68 


Net  earnings.. $  449,643.74  $1,418,816.41  $969,172.67 

'Increase. 

Included  in  the  expenses  is  one-twelfth  of 
the  entire  taxes  of  the  year,  also  one-twelfth 
of  the  annual  depreciation  of  equipment. 

Five  months:  1907.  1906.  Increase. 

Gross  earnings.$23, 855, 349.28  $22,830,682.46  $1,024,666.82 
Work,  expenses  18,759,148.87  15,787,014.39  2,972,134.48 

Net  earnings. $  5,096,200.41  $  7,043,668.07  *$1,947,467.66 
'Decrease. 


Susquehanna  &  Western  R.  R, 

The  financial  report  of  the  New  York,  Sus¬ 
quehanna  &  Western  railroad  for  November 
and  five  months  compares  as  follows: 

November:  1907.  1906.  Increase. 

Gross  earnings _ $291,003.03  $220,842.36  $70,160.67 

Working  expenses.  221,611.06  170,188.31’  51,422.75 

Net  earnings _ $  69,391.97  $  50,654.05  $18,737.92 

Included  in  the  expenses  is  one-twelfth  of 
the  entire  taxes  of  the  year,  also  one-twelfth 
of  the  annual  depreciation  of  equipment. 

Five  months:  1907.  1906.  Increase. 

Gross  earnings.  .$1,469,923.93  $1,229,348.08  $240,575.85 

Working  expenses  1,103,945.40  864,860.67  239,084.73 

Net  earnings.. $  365,978,.53  $  364,487.41  $  1,491.12 


New  Mining  Methods. 

Pittsburgh,  February  6. — A  meeting  of  the 
coal  and  coke  men  of  Fayette,  Allegheny, 
Green  and  Washington  counties  was  held  at 
Uniontown  January  31  to  devise  ways  and 
means  of  saving  the  Sewickley  vein  of  coal. 
In  the  counties  named,  and  some  across  the 
border  in  West  Virginia,  are  about  500,000 
acres  of  this  coal.  It  lies  about  80  to  100  feet 
above  the  Pittsburgh  vein,  the  most  valuable, 
which  is  now  being  mined.  The  Sewickley 
vein  is  of  inferior  quality,  but  now  brings 
about  $80  per  acre  as  compared  with  $1,000  to 
$3,000  for  the  Pittsburgh  vein,  but  it  is  figured 
that,  with  the  exhaustion  now  going  on,  this 
vein  will  soon  be  of  great  value.  It  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  inaugurate  mining  methods  by  which 
enough  support  will  be  left,  when  mining  the 
Pittsburgh  vein,  to  support  the  Sewickley. 
Present  practice  is  such  that  the  ground  caves, 
completely  destroying  the  Sewickley  vein,  so 
far  as  practical  mining  is  concerned. 


Olaf  Hansen,  of  Ellensburg,  Wash.,  has  sold 
to  the  K.  E.  Coal  Company  a  tract  of  coal  land 
comprising  about  160  acres  near  Rossland,  the 
consideration  being  $60,000. 
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St.  Louis  Market. 

Some  Improvement  in  Conditions  Is  Noted 
Due  to  the  Appearance  of 
Cold  Weather. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  6. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Both  dealers  and  operators  report 
an  improvement  for  the  week,  owing  to  the 
changed  weather.  Trade  actually  got  so  brisk 
for  a  day  or  so  that  several  instances  are  given 
as  authentic  where  coal  was  bought  and  oper¬ 
ators  were  not  able  to  ship  it  until  the  following 
day.  This  is  most  unusual  now,  as,  for  the  last 
couple  of  months,  shipments  could  generally  have 
been  made  twenty  minutes  after  the  sale  was  com¬ 
pleted.  Also  from  the  hand-to-mouth  way  in 
which  things  have  been  going  lately,  it  was  un¬ 
usual  to  get  an  order  for  more  than  one  car 
at  a  time. 

A  lesson  of  the  general  perversity  of  human 
nature  was  forced  upon  the  dealers  this  week 
in  the  following  manner :  Last  week  was  very 
cold,  yet  the  general  public  seemed  to  have  quit 
buying  coal  entirely.  Monday  the  temperature 
moderated  a  great  deal,  though  accompanied  by 
an  unusually  severe  storm  of  sleet  and  rain.  No 
sooner  had  everything  become  thoroughly  slip¬ 
pery  and  disadvantageous  in  every  way  for  the 
hauling  of  retail  coal  than  the  retail  orders  be¬ 
gan  to  pour  in,  everyone  wanting  their  coal  de¬ 
livered  on  an  hour’s  notice,  as  they  were  “clear 
out,”  and  by  Monday  night  every  retail  coal 
dealer  had  more  orders  than  he  could  fill  for 
several  days. 

The  recent  spell  of  cold  weather  has  reduced 
the  stocks  of  soft  coal  and  has  also  improved  the 
carload  demand  some,  yet  it  has  not  been  suffi¬ 
cient  to  do  anything  startling,  as  dealers  can 
now  get  coal  placed  on  their  switch  forty-eight 
hours  after  ordering,  and  they  are  not  ordering 
heavily,  as  they  do  not  seem  to  have  much  faith 
in  the  weather  holding  out.  The  weather  has 
been  quite  warm  again  for  several  days,  but  a 
drop  of  twenty  degrees  in  temperature  is  pre¬ 
dicted  for  tonight. 

Stocks  of  anthracite  coal  are  running  low  and 
the  demand  for  spot  anthracite  is  very  good. 
However,  dealers  will  not  order  anthracite  coal 
at  this  time  of  the  year  unless  it  is  in  East  St. 
Louis  at  the  time  they  buy  it,  as  they  do  not  want 
to  run  the  risk  of  having  it  on  the  road  a  long 
time  and  come  in  after  the  first  of  April.  This 
fact  leads  to  a  singular  condition,  as  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  spot  coal,  yet  nobody  wants  to  take 
the  chance  of  ordering  it  shipped  from  the  mines. 

Standard  coal  has  felt  the  improved  conditions 
more  than  any  other  grade  and  the  demand  has 
improved  so  much  that,  in  some  instances,  prices 
are  five  to  ten  cents  better  than  the  prevailing 
figures  of  last  week.  The  market  on  mine-run 
and  screenings  seems  to  have  improved  some  also. 

Carterville  and  high  grade  coal  of  all  kinds  is 
still  very  hard  to  move  in  any  quantities,  and 
the  operators  of  these  properties  seem  to  be  “up 
against  it”  pretty  hard  at  present.  Though  no 
lump  or  egg  size  Carter  is  being  offered  at  the 
bargain  prices  of  a  week  or  so  ago,  some  strictly 
first  class  Carterville  mine-run  has  been  offered 
at  80  cents  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

More  Arkansas  anthracite  coal  has  been  sold 
here  in  the  last  week  than  has  moved  this  way 
for  some  time.  Some  concessions  in  the  matter 
of  price  have  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  operators  in  order  to  get  the  coal  to 
moving.  Current  prices  are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b. 
St.  Louis : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67 ;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52;  mine-run,  $1.37;  2- 
inch  nut,  $1.27 ;  nut  and  pea,  $1.12 ;  2-inch  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.02 ;  %-inch  slack,  77  cents. 

Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87 ;  mine-run, 
$1.52 ;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  or  Franklin  County — Six-inch  lump 
or  egg,  $2.12 ;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97 ;  2-inch  nut, 
$1.92 ;  mine-run,  $1.67 ;  2-inch  screenings,  $1.22. 


E.  C.  Searls,  of  Crerar,  Clinch  &  Co.,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  who  has  had  his  headquarters  here  at  the 


Southern  hotel  for  the  past  year,  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  a  trip  to  Memphis,  New  Orleans 
and  the  south.  He  reports  that  conditions  in 
the  south  look  brighter  and  a  fairly  successful 
trip. 

The  operators  of  districts  5  and  9  of  Illinois 
met  again  last  Saturday  and  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  effect  a  permanent  organization.  They 
report  that  they  have  about  ninety-five  per  cent 
of  the  operators  in  these  districts  pledged  to 
membership. 


Minneapolis  Trade. 

Cold  Weather  Cheers  the  Dealer  But  the 
Increase  in  Trade  Is  Not 
Surprising. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  February  6. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — The  northwest  during  the 
week  has  been  experiencing  some  real  winter 
weather.  Last  Friday  the  thermometer  registered 
twenty-four  below  zero,  and  while  it  became  milder 
over  Sunday,  the  early  part  of  this  week  a 
heavy  snow  storm  prevailed  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  the  northwest,  partially  tying  up 
transportation  and  causing  a  demand  for  coal. 

On  Sunday  the  ground  hog  saw  his  shadow, 
so  that  altogether  there  are  causes  for  congratu¬ 
lation  on  the  part  of  every  coal  man  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  Notwithstanding  the  in¬ 
clement  weather,  the  demand  for  coal  has  not 
been  unusually  active  as  yet.  Dock  interests 
claim  that  there  are  orders  for  a  few  more  cars 
than  they  obtained  a  week  or  so  ago,  but  the 
volume  of  business  is  not  anything  like  what 
they  had  reason  to  expect  following  a  cold  wave. 
The  only  explanation  of  this  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  northwest  stocks  of  coal  in  retailer’s  hands 
are  much  larger  than  usual,  due  to  the  mild 
weather  experienced  in  December  and  January. 
It  will  probably  take  a  week  or  so  of  very  cold 
weather  to  create  any  very  active  demand.  Rail 
shippers  are  securing  a  fair  number  of  orders 
from  southern  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota, 
which  can  be  considered  as  territory  rightfully 
belonging  to  them,  but  prices  are  not  anywhere 
near  the  basis  that  prevailed  in  October  and 
November,  and  unless  there  is  a  strike  scare  in 
March  it  is  not  probable  they  will  reach  that 
point. 

In  the  rail  trade,  prevailing  quotations  on 
southern  Illinois  product  are  $1.50@1.75  for  the 
domestic  sizes.  Carterville  coal  has  been  sold 
at  much  lower  figures  than  these  within  the  week, 
where  it  was  under  demurrage,  quotations  hav¬ 
ing  been  sent  out  by  Chicago  shippers  around 
the  dollar  mark.  Southern  Illinois  product  to  be 
shipped,  however,  is  held  firmer  and  the  con¬ 
sensus  of  opinion  among  shipping  companies 
seems  to  be  that  now  is  the  time  to  secure  bet¬ 
ter  prices. 

Northern  Illinois  coal  from  the  Peoria  district 
'  holds  to  about  the  same  range  of  prices  for  lump, 
egg  and  nut,  although  the  rate  is  more  favorable 
and  the  price  at  destination  is  lower  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  smaller  freight  rate. 

Springfield  coal  is  not  offered  freely  in  this 
market  at  present  and  quotations  are,  therefore, 
largely  nominal.  Illinois  and  Indiana  screenings 
are  some  firmer  than  they  were  and  demand 
shows  signs  of  increasing.  Dock  interests  have 
reduced  their  output  of  screenings  as  a  result  of 
absence  of  demand  for  lump  coal,  which  enables 
spot  product  from  Illinois  at  times  to  find  a 
fairly  good  market.  The  situation  is  variable, 
however,  and  to  secure  the  best  price,  it  is  ad¬ 
visable  to  have  an  order  for  this  product  before 
making  shipment. 

Demand  for  anthracite  has  quickened  slightly 
as  a  result  of  the  colder  weather.  Prices  remain 
the  same,  and  while  some  shipping  companies  are 
rather  short  of  nut,  this  is  not  causing  any  par¬ 
ticular  trouble  at  the  moment,  as  it  can  generally 
be  obtained  from  other  sources. 


News  in  Brief. 

C.  G.  Hartin  of  the  C.  G.  Hartin  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  has  returned  from  a  western  business  trip. 

F.  M.  Wakefield,  vice-president  of  the  Zeigler 
Coal  Company,  was  in  Minneapolis,  the  latter 
part  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip. 


Powers  Bros.,  Minneapolis,  have  purchased  the 
business  of  the  East  Side  Fuel  Company,  and 
have  established  a  retail  office  at  No.  431  Four¬ 
teenth  avenue  southeast. 

The  Minneapolis  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  is  planning  to  hold  its  annual  banquet  next 
Thursday  evening  at  the  rooms  of  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Club.  Covers  will  be  laid  for  a  hundred, 
and  the  feast  of  reason  and  other  good  things 
will  be  presided  over  by  Frank  Sullivan  of  the 
Sullivan  Coal  Company,  as  toastmaster.  Among 
the  speakers  will  be  E.  Q.  Stone,  Harry  Bendell, 
T.  J.  Skelltett,  O.  T.  Parker,  ^Gardner  H.  Reeves 
and  others.  These  banquets  have  been  held  for 
several  successive  seasons  and  are  the  bright 
spots  in  the  life  of  the  local  wholesale  and  retail 
coal  dealers. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  February  6. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Coal  business  is  gradually  picking 
up  all  along  the  line  here.  The  recent  season¬ 
able  weather  has  been  doing  good  work  for  the 
coal  men.  The  improvement  is  noticeable  in  all 
lines.  The  retail  yards  have  perhaps  reaped  a 
more  immediate  harvest,  their  trade  showing  a 
considerable  increase.  They  have,  in  turn,  been 
placing  orders  with  the  wholesalers  much  more 
liberally  as  their  retail  stocks  have  diminished. 
A  continuation  of  the  winter  weather  would  bring 
business  almost  to  normal,  while  a  continuation 
during  this  month  and  a  part  of  March  would 
about  balance  up  the  general  coal  business  for  the 
season. 

Domestic  lump  has  shown  an  increased  demand 
and  prices  have  been  holding  firm  at  circular 
quotations.  Steam  coal  has  also  been  bettering 
its  condition  during  the  week,  and  the  demand 
now  is  considerably  above  that  of  a  week  ago. 
The  factories  continue  to  increase  their  con¬ 
sumption  and  at  the  present  will  be  back  at  nor¬ 
mal  within  a  short  time. 

The  mines  have  been  running  fairly  well 
throughout  this  section.  Some  of  them  have 
been  running  every  day  for  the  last  week  and  a 
half,  while  others  have  not  been  so  fortunate 
and  have  been  forced  to  close  down  part  of  the 
time.  Cars  are  plenty  and  shipments  are  prompt. 
Taken  altogether,  the  coal  men  here  are  satisfied 
with  the  trade  of  the  week  and  are  hopeful  for 
the  future.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  prices 
for  some  time  and  none  is  anticipated. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Manager  Tisdel,  of  the  Malcomson  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Detroit,  paid  a  visit  to  his  Toledo  coal 
friends  this  week. 

S.  G.  Thomas,  of  the  Gallia  Mining  Company, 
of  Clarion,  Ohio,  was  calling  on  the  local  coal 
trade  this  week. 

G.  S.  Tibbals,  member  of  the  Tibbals  Coal 
Company,  of  Jackson,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  this 
week  on  business.  He  reports  trade  as  picking 
up  a  trifle. 

F.  T.  Lyon,  sales  agent  of  the  Flushing  Coal 
Company,  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  has  been  spending  a 
few  days  with  his  family  in  this  city,  and  inci¬ 
dentally  calling  on  old  friends. 

S.  T.  Walbolt  has  accepted  a  three  months’ 
contract  to  care  for  certain  special  sales  work 
for  the  Galla  Mining  Company,  of  Clarion,  Ohio. 
He  will  assume  the  duties  of  his  new  position 
as  soon  as  the  business  of  the  local  office  of  the 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  has  been  finally 
wound  up.  For  the  past  two  years  he  has  been 
associated  with  the  latter  concern  in  the  capacity 
of  cashier  of  the  Toledo  office,  and  assistant  to 
James  DeWolfe,  local  manager.  The  company 
recently  decided  to  discontinue  its  Toledo  office 
and  James  DeWolfe  was  promoted  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  general  sales  agent  with  headquarters 
at  Columbus.  The  well  known  business  integ¬ 
rity  of  Mr.  Walbolt  brought  him  various  offers 
as  soon  as  it  became  known  that  he  was  at  lib¬ 
erty,  and  his  many  friends  will  be  pleased  to 
note  that  the  selection  made  will  admit  of  his 
family  retaining  their  Toledo  residence. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Colder  Weather  Stimulates  Anthracite 
Buying— Little  Change  in  Bitu¬ 
minous  Situation. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  February  6. 

The  colder  weather  prevailing  this  week  has 
benefited  the  anthracite  trade.  Trade  is  not  up 
to  normal,  but  as  the  consumption  of  coal  is  be¬ 
ing  necessitated  by  the  lower  temperatures,  each 
day  finds  the  companies  and  wholesale  dealers 
with  increasing  orders  to  fill.  With  anything 
like  seasonable  weather  from  now  on,  the  usual 
tonnage  of  anthracite  for  this  season  will  be 
moved.  While  the  increase  in  orders  has  not 
been  heavy,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
first  few  days  of  cold  weather  would  set  retailers 
buying,  as  most  of  them  were  well  stocked  up. 
Since  the  cold  weather  set  in.  on  Wednesday  of 
last  week,  there  has  been  heavy  buying  on  the 
part  of  consumers. 

There  is  a  general  improvement  in  trade 
throughout  the  eastern  territory,  and  the  popu¬ 
lar  domestic  sizes  are  in  good  demand.  Line 
trade  has  been  stimulated  by  the  cold  weather, 
and  the  movement  by  tide  is  being  kept  up  to 
normal.  Shipping  by  tide  is  slow  at  this  season, 
owing  to  the  frequent  gales,  and  leading  and  dis¬ 
charging  at  the  ports  is  consequently  slower  on 
account  of  the  severe  weather.  In  the  matter 
of  cars,  some  of  the  operations  have  not  been 
plentifully  supplied  for  the  week,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  so  much  coal  had  accumulated  at  cer¬ 
tain  points,  that  the  cars  were  utilized  for  stor¬ 
age,  and  their  return  to  the  mines  therefore  de¬ 
layed.  This  condition  will  not  exist  long  now 
that  an  active  demand  for  coal  has  set  in. 

From  the  west,  more  activity  is  noted,  and  a 
fair  volume  of  coal  is  moving  to  such  points  as 
cannot  be  supplied  from  the  stocks  at  the  lake 
storage  points.  Chestnut  is  in  good  demand  from 
this  trade,  and  the  companies  are  not  finding  it 
easy  to  meet  the  calls  for  this  size  promptly. 

In  the  way  of  production,  some  of  the  com¬ 
panies  have  not  worked  the  full  six  days  a  week, 
the  Reading  having  all  of  its  collieries  shut  down 
for  two  days  each  week  for  the  past  two  weeks, 
one  or  more  of  the  other  companies  doing  like¬ 
wise.  While  the  official  figures  have  not  yet  been 
given  out,  it  is  expected  that  the  tonnage  handled 
in  January  by  the  Reading  will  exceed  its  Jan¬ 
uary,  1907,  record,  notwithstanding  that  the  Read¬ 
ing’s  collieries  were  idle  for  some  four  or  five 
days  during  the  month.  Some  estimate  the  Read¬ 
ing’s  January  tonnage  at  1,200,000,  as  the  figures 
for  the  first  twenty-eight  days  of  the  month  show 
a  production  of  957,000  tons.  This  leaves  three 
working  days  of  the  month  still  to  be  accounted 
for.  For  the  first  twenty-eight  days  of  January, 
1907,  the  Reading  produced  894,000  tons.  As  the 
other  companies  worked  their  collieries  on  bet¬ 
ter  time  than  the  Reading  during  January,  the 
aggregate  production  for  the  month  should  reach 
considerably  more  than  5,200,000  tons.  February 
will  have  only  twenty-two  working  days,  so  that 
even  if  all  the  operations  are  worked  full,  the 
tonnage  will  not  reach  the  5,000,000  tons  mark. 
Some  coal  was  added  to  the  stocks  in  January, 
but  the  amount  of  the  increase  in  these  reserve 
supplies  will  not  be  made  known  for  some  time. 
Stocks  will  be  further  increased  during  February, 
unless  the  demand  for  coal  for  immediate  con¬ 
sumption  should  become  exceptionally  active. 

Some  lots  of  prepared  coal  are  reported  to  have 
been  offered  this  week  at  concessions  under  the 
circular,  these  being  made  in  the  east  to  move 
accumulations  of  coal  said  to  be  of  inferior 
grades.  In  the  steam  sizes,  but  little  improve¬ 
ment  is  noted,  some  of  these  sizes  being  especially 
long. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

Bituminous  coal  is  still  selling  at  low  prices, 
and  while  more  inquirers  have  increased,  sellers 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  better  prices. 
Neither  is  it  easy  to  turn  these  inquiries  into  sales 
at  satisfactory  prices.  Many  inquirers  want  in¬ 
formation  as  to  prices  and  supplies,  and  those 
who  commit  themselves  to  figures,  name  contract 
prices  which  the  operators  do  not  care  to  meet. 


<  The  situation  is  still  too  unsettled  to  tie  up  a 
large  tonnage  on  the  basis  of  present  prices. 
Many  operators  are  now  convinced  that  the  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal,  to  be  consumed  this  year,  is  going 
to  be  considerably  behind  the  tonnage  of  last 
year,  and  they  are  also  convinced  that  prices 
are  going  to  be  lower.  To  put  a  price  on  their 
product,  which  will  enable  them  to  make  a  profit, 
is  a  puzzling  one  with  the  unsettled  industrial 
and  labor  problems  to  face. 

The  accumulations  of  coal  at  the  various  tide¬ 
water  ports  are  being  cleared  up,  and  much  cheap 
coal  has  been  put  in  consumption  which  has 
had  a  demoralizing  effect  on  the  market.  Many 
shippers  have  had  coal  at  the  ports  for  so  long 
a  time  that  their  demurrage  bills  have  run  up 
into  astounding  figures.  The  shipper  hardest  hit 
by  these  demurrage  charges  are  those  who  shipped 
inferior  coal  to  tide  without  having  orders  for  it. 

At  Hampton  Roads,  probably  more  coal  is  ac¬ 
cumulated  than  at  any  of  the  other  ports.  This 
accumulation  is  largely  due  to  the  lack  of  bot¬ 
toms,  due  to  the  bad  weather.  Vessels  have  not 
been  able  to  get  to  fhe  roads  on  schedule,  and 
the  accumulation  is  the  result.  Some  of  the  coal 
at  the  roads  is  for  navy  purposes,  foreign  bottoms 
chartered  to  convey  it  to  the  Pacific  being  slow 
in  putting  in  appearance.  Some  is  for  export, 
but  the  larger  volume  is  for  the  coastwise,  trade. 
Operators  in  New  River  and  Pocahontas  have 
maintained  their  prices,  but  with  the  low  water 
rate  to  the  coastwise  ports,  the  range  being  from 
CO  to  70  cents  to  most  of  the  ports,  makes  these 
coals  much  cheaper  to  the  consumer  than  they 
have  been  in  some  time.  During  the  month  of 
January,  a  total  of  280,982  tons  of  coal  were 
dumped  from  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  piers  at 
Newport  News  for  shipment  to  both  American 
and  foreign  ports.  This,  although  about  80,000 
tons  more  than  the  amount  dumped  from  the 
piers  in  the  month  of  January,  1907,  is  now  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  less  than  the  usual  monthly  quan¬ 
tity  for  these  piers. 

Trade  in  New  England  shows  but  little  change, 
the  demand  for  coal  being  almost  flat.  In  some 
sections,  more  inquiry  is  noted  and  some  opera¬ 
tors  claim  that  they  can  see  a  decided  change  for 
the  better.  For  one  thing,  it  is  argued,  the  severe 
weather  of  the  week  has  frozen  many  of  the 
water  sources  of  New  England,  and  that  for  sev¬ 
eral  months,  manufacturers,  who  have  been  oper¬ 
ating  their  plants  by  water  power,  will  have  to 
turn  to  steam  power.  While  one  hears  of  an  oc¬ 
casional  factory  resuming  work,  the  resumption 
is  not  in  all  cases  for  full  time,  but  merely  for  a 
few  days  or  a  week,  to  catch  up  with  some  or¬ 
ders. 

In  the  central  Pennsylvania  field  the  curtail¬ 
ment  in  production  has  been  heavy.  Many  mines, 
which  have  heretofore  been  worked  full,  have  re¬ 
duced  their  output  by  at  least  one  half.  Prices 
at  the  mines  remain  low,  so  low  in  fact  that  many 
operators  prefer  to  let  their  coal  stay  in  the 
ground  to  moving  it  at  the  current  market. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  unimproved.  While 
the  accumulations  of  coal  at  the  leading  ports 
are  getting  cleared  up,  prices  show  no  improve¬ 
ment,  it  still  being  possible  to  buy  coal  from  $2.20 
up.  For  good  grades  Pennsylvania  coals,  $2.40 
is  about  the  prevailing  price. 

The  vessel  market  is  still  in  a  chaotic  state. 
Prices  are  very  low  on  both  coastwise  and 
sound  business,  and  bad  weather  makes  trans¬ 
portation  both  slow  and  dangerous.  Many  own¬ 
ers  have  boats  tied  up  for  lack  of  business,  and 
when  a  shipper  needs  bottoms,  he  can  almost 
make  his  own  price.  From  Hampton  Roads  to 
Boston,  60  to  70  cents  is  the  range;  from  Balti¬ 
more,  70  to  75  cents;  from  Philadelphia,  65  to  70 
cents.  New  York  harbor  around  the  cape  to 
Boston,  70  to  80  cents. 


The  first  cargo  of  bituminous  coal  has  been 
uploaded  at  the  new  dock  of  the  Duluth,  Misabe 
&  Northern  railroad  at  Duluth.  The  dock  is 
2,000  feet  in  length,  600  feet  in  width  with  a 
storage  capacity  of  700.000. 


Domestic  coal  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  is  costing 
the  consumers  at  the  present  time  one  dollar  a 
ton  less  than  it  did  during  November.  The  price 
then  was  $10.50  per  ton.  The  decline  in  price  is 
partly  due  to  the  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  wood 
has  been  burned  of  late  for  heating  boilers  and 
for  other  heating  purposes. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Money  Conditions  Make  Collections  Slow 
— No  Change  Expected  in  An¬ 
thracite  Prices. 


Buffalo,  February  6. — •( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Dealers  in  anthracite  report  a  marked 
improvement  in  rail  shipments  fpr  the  week, 
considerable  activity  being  shown  among  deal¬ 
ers,  as  evidenced  by  the  amount  of  new  or¬ 
ders  coming  in  from  many  sections.  Really 
business  is  heavier  than  it  has  been  at  any 
time  since  the  year  began. 

Money  tightness  hampers  what  would  oth¬ 
erwise  be  an  unusually  healthy  flow  of  busi¬ 
ness,  for  collections  are  rather  slow.  Sales 
agents,  however,  declare  that,  taking  the  pres¬ 
ent  condition  in  the  financial  world  into  ac¬ 
count,  more  prompt  payments  of  coal  bills  are 
had  than  is  to  be  expected.  For  two  or  three 
years  back  dealers  have  been  educating  the 
public  to  the  necessity  of  prompt  payments  in 
the  trade  and  the  result  has  been  beneficial  to 
both  the  wholesaler  and  retailer.  That  its  ef¬ 
fects  are  being  shown  at  the  present  time  is 
gratifying  to  all  concerned. 

Although  the  demand  for  anthracite  con¬ 
tinues  good,  with  evidences  of  improvement, 
the  supply  is  proving  adequate  to  meet  all  re¬ 
quirements.  Good  zero  weather,  which  has 
prevailed  for  nearly  a  week,  has  had  a  re¬ 
markably  encouraging  effect  upon  the  trade. 
This  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  local  re¬ 
tail  market,  but,  of  course,  extends  to  the  en¬ 
tire  territory  for  which  Buffalo  acts  as  a  dis¬ 
tributing  point.  Retail  trestles  have  been  well 
supplied,  and  there  is  evidence  that  the  mine 
output  is  of  sufficient  volume  to  maintain  this 
supply..  Of  the  prepared  sizes,  chestnut  alone 
continues  scarce,  though  some  improvement 
has  been  seen  in  this  staple  size  of  the  retail 
trade.  Stove  and  egg  are  in  ample  quantity, 
while  pea  is  just'  about  equal  to  the  demand. 

Local  dealers  appear  well  satisfied  with 
market  conditions  and  are  evidently  borrowing 
no  trouble  about  the  usual  season  reduction 
on  April  1.  Last  winter  reports  were  circu¬ 
lated  that  operators  would  not  make  the  re¬ 
duction,  but  when  the  proper  time  arrived  all 
the  companies  were  prompt  to  adhere  to  the 
usual  custom.  They  have  found  the  practice 
a  benefit  in  inducing  early  buying  and  more 
has  been  gained  in  the  expedition  lent  to  busi¬ 
ness  than  was  lost  through  price  reduction. 
It  is  quite  safe  to  predict  that  the  season  of 
1908  will  see  no  innovations  in  the  matter  of 
maintaining  winter  prices  through  the  sum¬ 
mer  months. 

Heavy  snow  which  fell  on  Monday  has 
served  to  block  rail  transportation  to  quite 
an  extent,  though  no  serious  effects  to  the 
coal  trade  are  noticeable.  With  a  falling  off 
in  the  transportation  of  other  freight  and  the 
accumulation  of  thousands  of  cars,  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  having  no  trouble  in  providing  all 
the  rolling  stock  which  the  coal  trade  demands. 


Bituminous  Condition. 

Operators  in  bituminous  report  no  improve¬ 
ment  in  trade  since  a  week  ago.  The  market 
remains  extremely  dull,  with  no  large  orders 
being  taken  and  a  general  weakness  prevailing 
all  around.  The  supply  is  adequate,  very  lit¬ 
tle  bituminous  having  been  shipped  to  this 
point  so  far  this  month.  Reduced  activity  in 
the  operating  departments  of  the  railroads  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  drawbacks  to 
the  trade  and  it  is  believed  that,  with  renewed 
activity  in  this  direction,  immediate  stimulus 
will  be  given  to  the  bituminous  coal  trade. 

Anticipated  improvement  in  the  general  tone 
of  the  bituminous  market  has  not  been  of  a 
character  to  meet  the  expectations  of  oper¬ 
ators.  They  have  been  banking  on  a  general 
resumption  of  business  all  along  the  line, 
which  has  not  materialized.  Instead  there  has 
been  a  falling  off  of  industrial  activity  instead 
of  improvement,  and  conditions  in  the  trade 
have  suffered  accordingly.  It  is  now  predicted 
that  no  decided  change  will  take  place  until  the 
wage  scale  question  is  settled  in  April. 
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Baltimore  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  February  6. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — If  anything,  conditions  arc  even 
more  unsatisfactory  than  they  were  at  this  time 
last  week.  The  cold  weather  and  some  snow 
has  failed  to  bring  along  with  it  an  increased  de¬ 
mand,  and  the  restriction  on  fuel  to  reach  sea¬ 
board  has  not  been  material  enough  to  boost  the 
market.  On  the  other  hand,  there  have  been 
more  reports  of  industrial  curtailment,  both  in 
the  local  field  and  in  fields  which  are  supplied 
through  local  agencies.  The  outlook  must  be 
confessed  to  be  anything  but  promising. 

Prices  naturally  remain  off  color,  and  there  is 
no  inducement  to  heavy  production  in  any  fields. 
Mines  are  merely  meeting  orders  and  making  no 
effort  to  force  coal  into  the  open  market,  already 
crowded  in  the  face  of  a  light  demand.  Georges 
Creek  this  week  may  be  quoted  anywhere  from 
$1.40  to  $1.50,  with  good  steam  and  gas  coals 
ranging  anywhere  from  85  cents  to  $1.25,  and 
some  grades  of  the  West  Virginia  fuels  as  far 
down  the  list  as  65  and  70  cents. 


Ice  May  Impede  Shipments. 

Just  now  shipping  interests  that  handle  large 
amounts  of  coal  coastwise  are  confronted  with 
another  trouble.  The  Chesapeake  Bay  and  Pa- 
tapsco  river  approaches  to  Baltimore  are  banking 
up  with  ice  in  worse  form  than  since  1904  when 
conditions  became  so  bad  that  for  nearly  three 
weeks  hardly  a  pound  of  coal  was  moved  out,  and 
several  barges  were  so  badly  cut  by  ice  floes  that 
they  had  to  be  beached.  Now  great  quantities 
of  ice  have  formed  in  the  bay  as  far  down  as 
Sandy  Point,  and  in  some  places  the  floes  are 
so  heavy  that  it  has  been  possible  only  to  get 
through  with  the  aid  of  iceboats.  It  will  be 
hard  luck  now  if  the  ice  gets  too  thick  for  navi¬ 
gation  of  barges  and  coal  schooners,  at  a  time 
when  the  large  movement  along  the  coast  on  con¬ 
tracts  has  been  the  only  encouraging  feature  of 
a  bad  situation. 

There  has  been  a  betterment  in  the  affairs  of 
the  anthracite  trade.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  first  real  winter  weather  has  caused  a  large 
increase  in  household  consumption.  Stocks  that 
should  be  well  depleted  by  this  time,  however, 
are,  in  many  cases,  still  in  fairly  good  shape,  and 
even  if  the  wintry  weather  keeps  up  for  a  time, 
the  season  will  not  be  as  prosperous  as  most 
coal  men  had  anticipated. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  Pitcairn  Coal  Company  suit  against  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  will  come  up  on  ap¬ 
peal  of  the  latter,  in  the  United  States  Court  of 
Appeals  in  Richmond,  February  15. 

The  death  here  this  week  of  Samuel  S.  Car- 
roll  removed  a  former  familiar  figure  from  the 
coal  trade.  For  many  years  he  was  associated 
with  the  coal  firm  of  Mayer,  Carroll  &  Company. 
Later  he  became  auditor  of  the  Consolidation  Coal 
Company,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  twelve 
years  ago.  He  was  eighty-three  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

It  is  understood  here  that  the  Wabash  and  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  railroads  have  practically  reached 
an  agreement  by  which  the  latter  will  handle 
Wabash  and  Western  Maryland  railroad  freight 
between  Cumberland  and  Pittsburgh.  It  is  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  financial  situation  precludes 
the  possibility  of  an  early  completion  of  the 
Gould  link  to  the  seaboard  and  the  agreement 
is  in  lieu  thereof.  Better  facilities  for  the  out¬ 
let  of  coal  westward  from  points  along  the  West¬ 
ern  Maryland  will  be  one  of  the  accomplishments, 
it  is  said. 


Broad  Top  Meeting. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  6. — At  the  fifty- 
fifth  annual  meeting  of  stockholders  of  the  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal  Company, 
held  yesterday,  Robert  Kelso  Cassatt  and  Joseph 
Bancroft  were  elected  directors  to  succeed  the 
late  William  Bault  and  Thomas  R.  Patton,  who 
had  been  members  of  the  board  for  many  years. 
Other  officers  and  directors  were  re-elected. 

The  annual  report  of  Samuel  Bancroft,  Jr., 
president,  showed  gross  earnings  for  the  year  of 
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$884,686,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of 
$43,337.  Operating  expenses  were  $567,317,  an 
increase  of  $38,273.  Net  earnings  for  the  year 
were  $317,369,  an  increase  of  $5,063  over  1906. 
The  percentage  of  operating  expenses  to  gross 
earnings  was  61.87  per  cent.,  a  decrease  of  1.01 
per  cent. 

During  the  year  there  was  handled  2,739,338 
tons  of  freight,  of  which  1,677,408  tons  consisted 
of  coal  and  126,501  tons  of  coke. 


Boston  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  February  7. — \(Special  Corre¬ 
spondence). — The  cold  weather  has  started  con¬ 
sumers  buying  anthracite  in  a  way  that  bodes 
good  for  the  trade.  While  the  effect  has  not  been 
so  visible  in  the  way  of  wholesale  orders  as  yet, 
there  has  been  more  doing  in  the  market  this 
week  than  for  the  past  month  or  so,  and  as 
soon  as  the  retailers  deplete  their  stocks,  which 
they  are  doing  every  day  now,  wholesalers  are 
expecting  to  sell  a  lot  of  coal  to  replenish  them. 
The  tidewater  movement  of  coal  east  is  light, 
owing  to  the  unseasonable  weather  for  shipping, 
and  the  lack  of  demand  up  to  this  week.  Some 
of  the  companies  who  stock  east  have  been  re¬ 
plenishing  their  stocks  during  the  dull  period, 
and  it  is  believed  that  from  now  on  they  will 
be  able  to  bring  forward  a  good  volume  of  coal, 
which  will  find  its  way  into  immediate  consump¬ 
tion.  Line  trade  is  more  active,  as  a  result  of 
the  cold  weather. 

The  bituminous  situation  shows  no  improve¬ 
ment.  The  demand  has  not  increased  since  our 
last  report,  though  sellers  believe  that  prospects 
for  a  better  trade  are*  much  brighter  than  for 
some  weeks  past.  The  cold  weather  throughout 
New  England  will  cause  a  demand  for  coal 
from  those  manufacturers  who  have  been  able 
up  to  this  time  to  utilize  water  power.  With 
the  water  sources  frozen  coal  men  argue  that  a 
heavy  tonnage  of  coal  will  be  needed  to  take  the 
place  of  water  power.  Salesmen  canvassing  the 
manufacturing  and  large  coal  consuming  com¬ 
panies,  however,  do  not  see  things  brightening 
up,  to  judge  from  their  reports.  As  one  ex¬ 
pressed  it:  “Nearly  every  plant  seems  to  have 
crepe  hung  up  at  tfie  door,”  and  coal  sellers  most 
usually  hear  tales  of  woe  from  manufacturers 
instead  of  orders  for  mdre  coal. 

Conditions  are,  however,  much  better,  so  far 
as  accumulations  of  coal  at  the  various  ports. 
The  ports  are  not  congested  to  any  great  extent 
now,  and  with  this  demurrage  coal  out  of  the 
way  prices  are  some  firmer.  While  there  is  still 
a  big  lot  of  coal  at  Newport  News,  shippers  are 
keeping  up  the  contract  price  on  these  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  coals  pretty  well.  Loading  for  the  east  is 
light  at  all  the  lower  ports.  Pennsylvania  coals 
are  purchased  at  $2.40  to  $2.60,  Philadelphia, 
while  all-rail  coal  is  bought  from  90c  up  at  the 
mines.  Production  in  all  regions  is  greatly  re¬ 
stricted,  and  this  in  a  large  measure  accounts 
for  the  fact  that  eastern  ports  are  now  freer  of 
coal  than  they  have  been  in  some  time. 

Vessels  are  plentiful,  and  many  owners  are  tie- 
ing  them  up,  preferring  to  have  them  idle  than  to 
take  the  chances  of  loss  at  the  low  rates  of 
freight  prevailing.  From  the  Roads  large  ves¬ 
sels  can  be  secured  as  low  as  60c,  while  70c  is 
about  the  rate  from  Baltimore.  From  Phila¬ 
delphia  65c  to  70c  is  the  rate. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  Sc  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows : 

Freight  conditions  have  changed  but  little  re¬ 
cently,  although,  owing  to  the  absorption  of  con¬ 
siderable  tonnage  by  other  trades,  fewer  steam¬ 
ers  are  offering  for  export  coal  than  a  week  ago. 
The  exportation  of  coal  and  coke  from  this  coun¬ 
try  is  undoubtedly  increasing,  but  as  the  bulk  of 
the  steamers  employed  are  carrying  cargoes  under 
contracts,  the  reported  fixtures  do  not  give  any 
idea  of  the  amount  of  business  that  is  being  done. 
The  coke  trade  in  Mexico  is  increasing,  five  large 
steamers  having  been  declared  on  contracts  to 
take  coke  to  Tampico  during  January,  and  four 
large  boats  declared  for  Tampico  coke  for  Feb¬ 
ruary  loading. 

Among  the  recent  fixtures  are  the  following: 
Steamer  Munin,  778  tons  register,  Norfolk  to 


Santiago,  coal,  at  $1.65 ;  steamer  Christian  Horn, 
1,748  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  Havana,  coal, 
at  $1.30 ;  steamer  Aurora,  667  tons  register,  New¬ 
port  News  to  Bermuda,  coal,  p.  t.,  and  steamer 
Twilight,  1,994  tons  register,  Norfolk  to  Tampico, 
coke,  at  $2.40. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.30  to  $1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.75  to  $1.85  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.50  to 
Cienfuegos ;  $1.60  to  Daiquiri ;  $1.65  to  $1.70  to 
Santiago;  $1.55  to  $1.60  to  Colon;  $1.75  to  $1.80 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.80  to  $1.85  to 
St.  Lucia;  $1.40  to  $1.50  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75  to 
$1.80  to  Barbados;  $1.50  to  $1.70  to  Kingston; 
$1.20  to  $1.25  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao ;  $2.40  to  Dem- 
erara;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.45  to  $1.50 
to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.45  to  $1.50  to  Tampico  ($2.30 
to  $2.35  to  Tampico  on  coke)  ;  11s  to  11s  6d  to 
Buenos  Ayres;  13s  to  14s  6d  to  Santos;  10s  to 
10s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not 
east  of  the’  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded ; 
$4.50  and  discharged  to  Manila ;  $4.75  to  Jap¬ 
anese  ports. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  February  6. —  ( Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.) — At  last  the  retail  coal  dealer  is  having 
his  inning,  the  cold  weather  of  the  last  ten  days 
greatly  stimulating  buying  on  the  part  of  con¬ 
sumers.  The  wholesale  trade  naturally  feel  better 
over  the  outlook,  as  already  orders  are  becoming 
more  plentiful,  and  with  anything  like  seasonable 
wintry  weather  for  the  next  six  weeks  or  two 
months  will  enable  the  trade  to  round  out  a  fair 
season’s  business.  The  production  for  January 
was  large,  although  there  was  restriction  on  the 
the  part  of  some  of  the  companies,  particularly 
the  Reading.  Notwithstanding  the  Reading’s 
collieries  were  closed  for  two  days  week  before 
last,  this  company’s  tonnage  for  the  month 
reached  1,700,000  tons,  as  compared  with  1,070,- 
898  tons  for  January,  1908.  The  tonnage  of  the 
other  companies  for  January  has  not  been  an¬ 
nounced  yet. 

There  isvno  improvement  to  be  noted  in  the 
bituminous  trade.  Curtailment  of  production  is 
reducing  the  amount  of  coal  coming  to  the  ports, 
and  prices,  while  not  materially  increased,  are 
held  firmer.  There  is  no  change  in  the  New 
England  situation,  very  little  coal  being  sent 
forward  except  upon  contracts.  On  this  line  of 
business  manufacturers  are  restricting  shipments 
as  much  as  possible.  Some  resumption  is  noted 
in  manufacturing  in  Pennsylvania,  but  the  re¬ 
sumption  of  business  has  not  been  heavy  enough 
yet  to  create  any  noticeable  demand  for  coal. 

Operators  in  West  Virginia  coals  who  ship  a 
large  volume  of  coal  south,  are  complaining  over 
the  lack  of  demand  from  this  quarter.  Cotton 
mills  in  the  south,  usually  large  consumers,  are 
mostly  shut  down,  and  many  of  these  mills  the 
last  few  months  have  ’been  stocking  up  with  de¬ 
murrage  and  bargain  coals,  so  that  when  they  re¬ 
sume  they  will  not  be  in  the  market  for  any  coal 
to  amount  to  anything  until  their  large  stocks 
now  dn  hand  are  exhausted.  The  railroads  in  the 
South  are  using  a  greatly  decreased  amount  of 
fuel,  and  some  of  them  have  stocks  of  coal  on 
hand,  forced  upon  them  by  operators  holding 
contracts,  which  will  run  them  for  months.  Con¬ 
sidering  these  two  avenues  of  consumption  from 
this  usually  fertile  territory  for  coal  men  are 
practically  choked  up,  the  outlook  for  trade  from 
this  section  for  the  next  two  or  three  months  is 
not  bright  by  any  means. 

The  reduction  in  manufacturing  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  has  thrown  some  50,000  men  out 
of  work.  One  of  the  biggest  industries  of  the 
city,  and  one  of  the  largest  consumers  of  coal, 
the  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works,  will  be  forced 
to  close  its  immense  plant  temporarily  unless  new 
orders  come  in.  This  company  in  normal  times 
employs  about  19,000  men.  Already  more  than 
10,000  men  have  been  laid  off,  and  there  is  not 
more  than  three  or  four  weeks’  work  on  hand  for 
the  remaining  men.  If  no  new  orders  are  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  time  the  present  orders  are  com¬ 
pleted  the  plant  will  be  closed  down,  according 
to  Mr.  Vanclain,  a  member  of  the  firm,  who  has 
supervision  of  the  shops.  The  Baldwin’s  average 
output  of  finished  locomotives  is  sixty  a  day. 
They  are  now  turning  out  only  twenty  a  day. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


George  M.  Morrell,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  is  ill  at  his  home  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Philadelphia  Kokoals  will  hold  a  koruska- 
tion  at  the  Roosevelt  restaurant  in  that  city  on 
next  Tuesday  evening,  February  11. 

R.  B.  Alsover  of  the  South  &  West  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  Bigstone  Gap,  Va.,  was  a  vis¬ 
itor  to  the  New  York  coal  trade  this  week. 

George  F.  Etzel,  president  of  the  retail  coal 
firm  of  Etzel  &  Son,  Stanton  street  and  East 
river,  New  York,  returned  on  Monday  from  a 
visit  to  Camden,  S.  C. 

The  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company  is 
arranging  for  the  installation  of  two  electric 
motors  for  the  No.  4  mines  at  Honey  Brook, 
doing  away  with  a  number  of  mules. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal  Company  has 
just  completed  the  work  of  sinking  an  air 
shaft  near  Sheridan’s  switch,  in  the  upper  end 
of  Plymouth.  It  is  connected  with  No.  3 
colliery. 

Panther  Creek  Valley  miners  have  consented 
to  give  a  day’s  pay  toward  the  expense  of 
building  a  hospital.  The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navi¬ 
gation  Company  will  give  as  much  as  the  men 
contribute. 

The  offices  of  the  Madeira,  Hill  &  Co.,  which 
were  moved  from  Hazleton  to  Shenandoah,  in 
November,  on  account  of  the  poor  train  serv¬ 
ice,  will  be  reopened  in  Hazleton  some  time 
in  April. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Maryland  Coal 
Company,  held  Tuesday,  Frank  W.  Pardee  was 
elected  a  director,  succeeding  Robert  C.  Hea¬ 
ton,  retired.  All  the  other  directors  were  re¬ 
elected. 

The  Terminal  Coal  Company,  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  has  been  incorporated.  The  capital  stock 
is  $35,000.  Directors  are:  William  M.  Parker, 
192  Greene  avenue;  Charles  S.  Stodart,  157 
Harrison  street;  Frank  H.  Briggs,  214  East 
Ninth  street,  Brooklyn. 

The  statement  of  coal  transported  over  the 
Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  for  the 
week  ended  February  1  shows  a  decrease  of 
18,101  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period 
of  last  year.  The  shipments  for  the  year  to 
date  show  a  decrease  of  90,268  tons. 

Boston  authorities  are  having  the  city  coal 
contracts  investigated  again.  The  trustees  of 
the  insane  hospital  department  are  charged 
with  having  bought  Quemahoning  coal  from 
Daniel  Doherty  at  $4.95  a  ton  to  the  exclusion 
of  a  supposed  superior  grade  from  another 
bidder  at  $5. 

Weber  &  McLoughlin,  One  hundred  and 
Thirtieth  street  and  North  river,  New  York, 
have  secured  the  contract  to  furnish  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  street  and  Hudson 
river  ferry  boats  with  soft  coal  for  the  ensu¬ 
ing  year.  This  is  the  most  northerly  ferry 
operated  on  the  Hudson  in  Greater  New  York. 

The  Pine  Hill  Coal  Company  has  leased  the 
Herbine  tract  of  coal  land  near  Minersville, 
the  least  to  run  nineteen  years  at  a  royalty  of 
$10,000  annually,  and  forty  cents  a  ton  for 
large  coal  and  twenty  cents  a  ton  for  the 
smaller  sizes.  The  property  is  owned  by  W. 
G.  Parker  and  wife,  Alfred  Davis  and  wife  and 
Edward  Sturgis  and  wife,  all  of  Scranton. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Rail¬ 
road  Company  has  brought  a  suit  in  equity 
against  the  Bull’s  Head  Coal  Company,  asking 
for  the  granting  of  an  injunction  to  restrain 
tlie  coal  company  from  mining  the  thirty-inch 
vein  of  coal  from  under  the  railroad  company's 
niain  line  tracks  on  the  ground  that  the  min¬ 
ing  would  endanger  the  tracks  and  cause  them 
to  sink. 

Fifty-thousand  tons  of  coal  at  the  Bradford 
coaling  station,  near  Newport,  R.  I.,  consigned 
to  the  Pacific-bound  battleship  fleet,  were 
threatened  with  destruction  by  fire  twice  last 
Thursday.  The  fires  were  put  out  before  much 
coal  was  destroyed.  Colliers  are  expected  at 


Bradford  this  week  to  load  this  coal  for  trans¬ 
portation  to  the  Pacific. 

Mine  foremen  and  mine  superintendents  of 
the  Fairmont  Coal  Company  will  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  become  proficient  in  the  tech¬ 
nical  knowledge  of  mining.  The  International 
Correspondence  Schools  of  Scranton  will  give 
them  a  course  of  instruction  at  a  reduced  rate. 
The  arrangements  made  provide  that  the  men 
pay  one-half  the  fixed  price  of  the  courses,  the 
coal  company  agreeing  to  pay  the  other  half. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  railroad  has  decided  to 
take  off  their  famous  “Black  Diamond’’  ex¬ 
press  trains  after  February  10.  The  “Black 
Diamond”  has  been  the  pet  train  of  the  valley 
between  New  York  and  Buffalo.  It  was  placed 
in  service  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago.  The 
suspension  of  these  famous  trains  has  been 
largely  necessitated  by  the  operation  of  the 
Dunsmore  law.  No  extra  fares  can  now  be 
charged  and  the  trains  have  been  open  to  all 
classes  of  passengers  who  presented  regular 
tickets. 

Last  week  H.  L.  Herbert,  the  well  known 
New  York  coal  man,  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in 
antique  furniture  and  famous  paintings  in  a 
■fire  which  consumed  “Kingscourt,”  the  $300,- 
000  mansion  at  Lakewood,  N.  J.,  built  by 
George  Gould.  The  mansion  was  leased  by 
Mr.  Herbert.  The  blaze  started  from  an  ex¬ 
plosion  of  the  fuse  box  in  the  elevator  shaft 
while  Mr.  Herbert  and  his  family  were  at  din¬ 
ner.  Mr.  Herbert  had  a  large  collection  of 
rare  and  costly  paintings  on  the  second  floor 
and  he  was  able  to  save  but  few  of  these. 

James  E.  Roderick,  chief  of  the  state  de¬ 
partment  of  mines  in  Pennsylvania,  has  ap¬ 
pointed  a  commission,  whose  duties  will  be  to 
investigate  the  condition  of  the  bituminous 
mines  in  the  western  section  of  the  state.  The 
men  appointed  are  experts  in  this  line  of  work 
and  are  as  follows:  Chauncey  B.  Ross,  I.  G. 
Roby,  Alexander  McCanch,  Joseph  Knapper 
and  Elias  Phillips.  These  experts  will  drop 
in  suddenly  upon  mine  officials  and  without 
notice  start  upon  their  examinations,  so  that 
they  may  ascertain  the  actual  condition  of  the 
mines. 

Concerning  the  recent  attack  on  Delaware 
&  Hudson,  a  New  York  financial  writer  says: 

“The  nameless  attack  on  Delaware  &  Hud¬ 
son  made  some  impression  the  first  hour,  but 
was  unable  to  shake  out  stock.  The  coal  deal, 
of  which  the  unnamed  litigants  complain,  is  a 
scandal  of  high  finance,  but  by  a  remarkable 
chance  the  company  secured  a  tremendous 
bargain.  These  same  lands,  now  that  they 
have  been  explored,  could  not  be  purchased 
for  ten  times  the  price  paid  by  the  company. 
Big  stockholders  rather  court  an  investigation 
for  that  reason,  however,  much  as  it  might 
embarrass  certain  of  the  gentlemen  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  deal.” 

In  deciding  the  case  of  George  C.  Glick,  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  estate  of  Henry  Smith  and 
others  against  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  in  which  he  makes  the  rule  absolutely 
for  judgment  for  want  of  sufficient  affidavit  for 
the  defense,  Judge  Lynch  of  Wilkesbarre  goes 
into  the  question  of  what  constitutes  buck¬ 
wheat,  rice  and  barley  coal.  The  action  was 
brought  by  the  plaintiffs  to  recover  something 
like  $30,000  for  those  sizes  of  coal.  The  de¬ 
fendants  resisted  payment  upon  the  ground 
that  the  lease  did  not  specifically  prescribe  such 
coal  to  be  paid  for.  In  deciding  the  case, 
Judge  Lynch  goes  into  the  definition  of  pea 
coal  as  prescribed  in  the  lease,  and  decides  the 
above  mentioned  sizes  come  under  pea  coal. 

Hugh  Haggerty  of  Punxsutawney,  Pa.,  a 
practical  miner  who  has  made  a  life-long  study 
of  mining,  mine  explosives  and  preventative 
devices,  is  a  firm  believer  in  what  is  known 
as  the  block  system  of  ventilation.  By  this 
system  it  is  claimed  the  various  headings  in 
any  mine  may  be  kept  free  from  accumulating 
gases.  Furthermore,  each  heading  is  kept 
shut  off  from  every  other  heading,  and  if  an 


explosion  should  occur  in  one  heading  it  would 
not  effect  any  of  the  men  in  the  others.  In 
addition  to  this,  Mr.  Haggerty  would  have  all 
minelS  and  headings  where  more  than  twenty 
men  are  employed  equipped  with  underground 
pipes,  which  in  case  of  an  accident  such  as  ex¬ 
plosions  or  cave-ins  could  be  used  to  conduct 
air,  water  and  even  liquid  foods  to  the  men 
back  of  the  trouble. 

The  justices  of  the  court  of  special  sessions 
at  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island,  Thursday, 
January  30,  found  William  Bornie,  twenty-five 
years  old;  Edward  Bedell,  thirty  years;  John 
Bosteller,  nineteen  years,  and  Hugh  Brady, 
twenty-one  years  old,  guilty  of  stealing  coal 
from  the  barges  in  Kill  von  Kull,  on  January 
6.  The  men  were  arrested  by  the  police  of  the 
harbor  squad  after  a  long  investigation.  Bornie 
was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  six  months; 
Bedell  to  the  same  place  for  nine  months,  while 
Bosteller  and  Brady  were  sent  to  the  reform¬ 
atory,  the  latter  two  being  under  age.  The 
prosecution  was  vigilantly  and  persistently 
conducted  by  attorneys  representing  the  Coal 
Merchants’  Association  and  the  Lehigh  Coal  & 
Navigation  Company,  the  latter  company  being 
one  of  the  victims  of  the  pirates. 

The  navy  department  has  been  much  con¬ 
cerned  since  the  finding  of  a  stick  of  dynamite 
in  the  coal  being  taken  aboard  the  battleship 
Ohio,  on  the  trip  to  the  Pacific,  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent  dyna¬ 
mite  from  being  mixed  with  the  coal  hereafter. 
The  stick  was  evidently  one  left  in  the  coal  by 
the  miner,  and  it  passed  through  numerous 
hands  until  it  was  discovered  when  the  coal 
was  being  loaded  from  the  collier  onto  the 
battleship.  Some  time  ago  a  stick  of  dyna¬ 
mite  was  found  in  some  coal  on  the  battleship 
Rhode  Island.  At  that  time  it  was  rumored 
that  the  department  would  cancel  the  contract 
of  any  coal  company  who  furnished  coal  in 
which  dynamite  was  found  thereafter.  The 
stick  of  dynamite  found  in  the  Rhode  Island’s 
coal  was  analyzed  and  found  to  have  spent  its 
force. 

Some  new  changes  are  noted  in  the  coal  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Washington  building,  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York.  The  Atlas  Coal  Company, 
on  the  eleventh  floor,  have  taken  larger  offi¬ 
ces.  John  C.  Haddock  &  Co.,  miners  of  the 
well  known  Plymouth  coal,  have  taken  three 
offices,  on  the  sixth  floor,  suite  147-9,  and  E.  B. 
Arnold,  who  is  interested  in  the  Haddock  com¬ 
pany,  and  has,  for  some  time  past,  looked 
after  the  sale  of  their  coal  in  New  York  City, 
has  given  up  his  office  on  the  same  floor,  mov¬ 
ing  into  the  Haddock  offices.  It  is  rumored 
that  the  office  vacated  by  Arnold  will  be  taken 
by  Messrs.  Dunham  and  Hawkins,  two  well 
known  coal  salesmen,  who  will  engage  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  themselves.  John  C.  Haddock  &  Co. 
is  composed  of  John  C.  Haddock,  Plymouth, 
Pa.,  president;  Edward  B.  Arnold,  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  E.  A.  Bennett,  secretary,  both  the 
latter  of  New  York. 

The  No.  2  colliery  of  the  Delaware  &  Hud¬ 
son  Company,  at  Plymouth,  which  suspended 
operations  last  May,  resumed  operations  on 
Wednesday  after  a  suspension  of  over  eight 
months.  Since  the  suspension  many  workmen 
have  been  busy  putting  the  colliery  in  first 
class  shape.  The  shaft  has  been  concreted 
and  timbered  for  the  greater  distance,  and 
numerous  repairs  were  made  to  the  fan  and 
shaft,  while  many  of  the  interior  workings  were 
retimbered,  making  the  operation  thoroughly 
safe.  Much  work  has  been  done  on  the  break¬ 
er  to  make  it  up  to  date.  New  chutes  and 
screens  have  been  put  in,  and  an  entirely  new 
tower  constructed  from  bottom  to  top.  The 
resumption  of  this  colliery  will  give  employ¬ 
ment  to  hundreds  of  men  and  boys.  Besides 
the  improvements  to  the  No.  2,  the  Delaware 
&  Hudson  Company  has  erected  a  new  wash- 
ery  at  its  No.  5  colliery,  and  the  culm  from 
both  No.  2  and  No.  5  will  be  put  through  it. 
The  new  washery  will  be  ready  for  operation 
by  the  1st  of  March. 
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Mining  Legislation. 


Governor  Dawson,  of  West  Virginia, 
Wants  the  Legislature  to  Take 
Definite  Action, 


At  the  beginning  of  a  special  sessipn  of  the 
West  Virginia  legislature  on  January  28,  Gov¬ 
ernor  William  M.  O.  Dawson  submitted  a 
rather  lengthy  message  dealing,  to  a  large 
extent,  with  the  proposed  mining  legislation. 

He  outlined  the  recent  disasters  in  the  state, 
showing  that  the  loss  of  life  in  1907  amounted 
to  495  persons.  He  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  conditions  in  the  United  States  are  rap¬ 
idly  becoming  worse  as  far  as  mine  disasters 
are  concerned,  this  being  in  direct  contrast 
with  the  conditions  abroad.  He  spoke  of  the 
Monongah  disaster  and  showed  the  conflict 
of  opinions,  two  French  experts  and  one  in¬ 
spector  from  West  Virginia  claiming  that  the 
explosion  resulted  from  a  runaway  trip  in 
mine  No.  6;  one  inspector  believed  that  the 
explosion  resulted  from  the  discharge  of  two 
cans  of  dynamite,  while  the  commission  in 
general,  headed  by  James  W.  Paul,  was  of 
the  opinion  that  the  explosion  resulted  from  a 
blown-out  shot. 

Governor  Dawson  said  it  was  impractical 
for  the  state  to  keep  an  inspector  at  each  mine 
and  also  believed  that  the  cost  of  the  inspec¬ 
tion,  now,  was  too  great  for  the  state  to  bear 
and  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  operators  of 
coal  mines  should  reimburse  the  treasury  for 
the  $35,000  a  year  which  this  inspection  service 
costs.  He  declared  that  the  need  is  not  for 
more  laws  so  much  as  means  for  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  present  laws. 

He  recommended  that  shooting  off  the  solid 
should  be  prohibited  and  that  the  state  should 
supervise  shot  firing  and  that  experienced  men 
should  be  employed  for  this  purpose.  He  be¬ 
lieved  that  a  system  of  examination  should  be 
introduced  and  that  competency  should  be  wit¬ 
nessed  by  certificate  revocable  for  any  viola¬ 
tion  of  duty.  He  suggested  that  it  should  be 
provided  that  any  one  having  a  duty  to  per¬ 
form  in  connection  with  a  mine  be  punished 
for  the  neglect  of  such  duty.  This  would  in¬ 
clude  managers,  superintendents,  bosses,  mo- 
tormen  or  drivers,  men  in  charge  of  doors  or 
fans  or  switches,  shot  firers,  etc.,  as  well  as 
the  miners.  It  is  impracticable,  he  believes,  to 
cover  all  details  in  statute.  Much  discretion 
therefore  must  be  given  to  the  bureau  of  mines 
with  provision  of  protection  of  operators 
against  mistakes  or  prejudices  of  the  individual 
inspector.  Concluding  his  message  on  this 
subject,  Governor  Dawson  said: 

“There  are  two  classes  of  coal  operators  or 
owners  of  coal  mines  in  this  state.  The  first 
class  are  those  who  yield  cheerfully  obedience 
to  the  law,  who  see  in  the  inspector  a  friend 
and  an  aid,  and  consider  the  bureau  of  mines 
an  institution  for  their  benefit.  The  other  class 
resist  the  enforcement  of  law,  see  in  every 
inspector  a  spy  and  an  enemy,  and  look  upon 
the  bureau  as  an  invention  of  oppression.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  Fairmont  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  the  owners  of  the  Monongah  mines,  be¬ 
long  to  the  first  class;  but  this  remark  is  not 
to  be  construed  as  expression  of  opinion  as 
to  the  cause  of  the  explosion  in  those  mines, 
or  as  to  the  guilt  or  guiltlessness  of  any  one 
connected  with  the  mines  for  the  great  disaster 
of  December  sixth.  The  other  class  persist¬ 
ently  fight  the  enforcement  of  law,  act  as 
though  they  regard  not  God  or  man  or  law, 
treat  with  brutal  disregard  their  workmen,  op¬ 
press  and  wrong  them  in  various  ways  and 
bring  discredit  on  the  whole  class  of  local  oper¬ 
ators  and  the  business  of  coal  mining  in  West 
Virginia.  In  some  parts  of  the  state  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  enforce  the  mining 
laws  against  any  one  but  miners.  If  the  legis¬ 
lature  can  not  contrive  some  means  to  remedy 
this  state  of  affairs,  I  suggest  that  you  author¬ 
ize  the  withdrawal  of  the  inspectors  from  such 
parts.  It  is  worse  than  a  vain  thing  to  attempt 
to  enforce  these  laws  at  the  cost  of  the  tax¬ 
payers,  unless  conditions  change,  or  additional 
measures  are  afforded.  In  this  connection,  I 
earnestly  suggest  that  stringent  laws  be  passed 


punishing  attempts  to  intimidate,  or  assaults 
upon,  any  mine  inspector,  and  that  every  in¬ 
spector  be  made  a  police  officer. 

“The  enactment  of  mining  legislation,  under 
present  conditions,  is  to  be  done  in  a  sober  and 
serious  spirit.  The  coal  operators  of  West 
Virginia  have  the  advantage  of  having  the  coal 
easy  of  mining  and  cheaper  of  mining  than 
their  competitors  and  of  superior  quality;  of 
favoring  laws  and  favoring  decisions  of  our 
courts.  They  have  the  disadvantages  that  but 
a  small  part  of  the  coal  they  mine  finds  a  home 
market,  practically  all  of  it  must  bear  the  cost 
of  a  long  haul  to  market,  at  rates  not  too  low 
to  say  the  least;  for  instance,  in  1877  the  rate 
of  rail  transportation  per  ton  from  the  Kana¬ 
wha  district  to  eastern  tide  water  was  65 
cents.  Now  it  is  $1.50.  The  advance  in  the 
price  of  coal  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  in¬ 
crease  in  cost  of  transportation  nor  perhaps 
with  the  cost  of  mining.  Any  unreasonable 
burden  placed  upon  our  coal  industry  would 
result  in  our  shutting  down  our  mines  or  a 
part  of  them,  or  reduce  the  wages  of  miners 
and  other  workmen.  West  Virginia  coal  must 
compete  in  the  market  with  the  coal  of  other 
states  which  are  nearer  the  market  than  we  are. 
But,  being  sure  of  our  soberness  and  that  we 
are  not  moved  by  public  clamor  or  prejudice, 
we  should  do  these  things  which  appear  fitted, 
and  which  are  right  and  within  reason  in  our 
best  judgment,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
fearful  loss  of  life  and  the  great  destruction  of 
property  which  were  caused  by  the  recent  dis¬ 
asters;  or,  if  we  can  not  prevent,  to  minimize 
the  danger  thereof  as  far  as  possible.” 


Legal  Rights  of  Association. 


Prosecutions,  actual  or  threatened,  under  the 
Valentine  law  (an  Ohio  anti-trust  enactment), 
which  has  been  held  valid  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  have  had  a  discouraging  effect  upon 
trade  organizations,  even  when  the  aims  and 
policies  of  such  bodies  contemplate  no  restric¬ 
tion  of  trade.  There  has  been  much  unneces¬ 
sary  timidity  and  misunderstanding  of  the  law, 
The  latter  does  not  seek  to  prevent  men,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  same  line  of  business,  from  or¬ 
ganizing  in  the  interests  of  the  general  welfare 
of  such  business.  For  the  purpose  of  defining 
just  what  constitutes  legal  organization  by 
retail  coal  dealers,  the  Ohio  Association  has 
procured  the  following  opinion  from  John  R. 
Horst,  attorney  for  the  Ohio  Shippers’  As¬ 
sociation: 

“The  anti-trust  act  of  the  state  of  Ohio  de¬ 
clares  that  a  trust  in  combination  of  capital, 
skill,  or  acts,  by  two  or  more  persons,  firms, 
partnerships,  corporations,  or  associations  of 
persons,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  for 
either,  any  or  all  of  the  following  purposes: 

“1.  To  create  or  carry  out  restrictions  in 
trade  or  commerce. 

“2.  To  limit  or  reduce  the  production,  or 
increase,  or  reduce  the  price  of  merchandise 
or  any  commodity. 

“3.  To  prevent  competition  in  manufactur¬ 
ing,  making,  transportation,  sale  of  purchase  of 
merchandise,  produce  or  any  commodity. 

“4.  To  fix  at  any  standard  or  figure,  where¬ 
by  its  price  to  the  public  or  consumer  shall  be, 
in  any  manner,  controlled  or  established,  any 
article  or  commodity  of  merchandise,  produce 
or  commerce  intended  for  sale,  barter,  use  or 
consumption  in  this  state. 

“5.  To  make  or  enter  into  or  execute  or 
carry  out  any  contracts,  obligations,  or  agree¬ 
ments  of  any  kind  or  description,  by  which 
they  shall  bind  or  have  bound  themselves  not 
to  sell,  dispose  of  or  transport  any  article  or 
any  commodity  or  any  article  of  trade,  use, 
merchandise,  commerce  or  consumption  below 
a  common  standard  figure  or  fixed  value,  or  by 
which  they  shall  agree,  in  any  manner,  to  keep 
the  price  of  such  article,  commodity  or  trans¬ 
portation  at  a  fixed  or  graduated  figure,  or  by 
which  they  shall  in  any  mannner  establish  or 
settle  the  price  of  any  article,  commodity  or 
transportation  between  them  or  themselves  and 
others,  so  as  to  directly  or  indirectly  preclude 
a  free  and  unrestricted  competition  among 
themselves  or  any  purchasers  or  consumers  in 
the  sale  or  transportation  of  any  such  article 


or  commodity,  or  by  which  they  shall  agree  to 
pool,  combine  or  directly  or  indirectly  unite 
any  interests  that  they  may  have  connected 
with  the  sale  or  transportation  of  any  such 
article  or  commodity,  that  its  price  might  in 
any  manner  be  affected.  Every  such  trust  as  is 
defined  herein  is  declared  to  be  unlawful, 
against  public  policy  and  void. 

“This  act  has  been  held  by  our  Supreme 
Court  to  be  within  a  valid  exercise  of  the 
police  power  of  the  state,  and  constitutional. 
Therefore,  any  association  formed  by  coal  deal¬ 
ers,  or  dealers  in  any  other  commodity,  for 
these  purposes,  or  any  one  of  them,  is  illegal; 
and  its  members,  individually,  are  subject  to 
the  penalties  prescribed  by  the  act,  the  same 
being  punishment  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 

“But  there  are  many  other  objects  and  pur¬ 
poses  for  which  local  associations  may  be 
formed  by  coal  dealers.  One  among  these  is 
the  good  that  may  come  from  the  social,  or 
fraternal  side  of  such  an  organization.  If  coal 
dealers,  or  any  other  dealers  for  that  mat¬ 
ter,  may  avoid  ruinous  cutting  and  slashing  of 
prices  by  being  better  acquainted  with  each 
other,  there  is  nothing  contrary  to  law  in'  it. 
Such  fights  among  dealers  are  often  brought 
about  by  personal  differences,  or  by  misun¬ 
derstandings.  These  differences  may  often  be 
settled  by  the  arbitration  committee  of  a  local 
association,  and  there  would  be  nothing  illegal 
in  maintaining  such  a  committee  for  the  amica¬ 
ble  adjustment  of  differences. 

“Another  legitimate  object  of  such  an  asso¬ 
ciation  is  the  protection  of  the  trade  against 
loss  occasioned  by  giving  credit  to  the  un¬ 
worthy.  The  consumers  of  coal  who  pay  their 
coal  bills  must  usually  pay  as  well  the  coal  bills 
of  those  who  refuse  to  pay.  This  should  not 
be,  and  if  no  credit  was  given  to  the  consumer 
who  does  not  pay,  profits  might  be  greater  to 
the  dealer,  and  prices  would  be  less  to  the 
honest  consumer. 

“It  is  also  perfectly  legitimate  for  coal  deal¬ 
ers  to  seek  to  increase  their  profits  by  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  different  methods  of  handling  and 
storing  coal,  or  by  a  general  discussion  of 
methods  bearing  upon  decreasing  operating  ex¬ 
penses.  Questions  relating  to  transportation, 
too,  are  often  discussed  with  great  profit  to 
the  members  of  such  an  association.  The  dis¬ 
semination  of  facts  relating  to  the  coal  trade 
is  another  legitimate  object  of  such  an  asso¬ 
ciation. 

“It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  further 
enumerate  legal  objects  or  purposes.  Those 
which  are  illegal  are  set  out  in  the  anti-trust 
act:  and  these  must  be  avoided.  All  others 
come  within  the  law  and  are  legitimate. 

“The  act  of  any  one  person,  even  though 
he  should  be  a  member  of  a  local  association, 
does  not  create  a  policy  for  the  association, 
nor  does  it  bind  the  association.  Therefore, 
there  need  be  no  fear  that  the  individual  action 
of  any  member  may  impress  upon  the  associa¬ 
tion  a  wrongful  purpose,  and  make  any  other 
member  liable  for  the  wrong  doing.” 


Anthracite  Curtailment. 

Philadelphia,  February  6. — The  closing  down 
of  the  Reading’s  big  collieries  is  interesting 
as  the  first  artificial  restriction  of  the  anthra¬ 
cite  output  for  months.  The  great  activity  in 
the  trade  which  has  been  almost  uninterrupted 
since  the  end  of  the  great  strike  in  1902,  cul¬ 
minated  at  the  end  of  1907.  The  turn  of  the 
year  marked  a  decided  change  and  continued 
mild  weather  has  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
shut  down  for  a  short  season.  If  the  unsea¬ 
sonable  weather  continues  there  will  be  fur¬ 
ther  restriction. 

The  movement  of  coal  is  much  larger  pro¬ 
portionately  than  in  the  bituminous  trade  and 
anthracite  stocks  are  low.  There  is  nothing 
like  trade  demoralization  and  there  is  not  likely 
to  be,  though  until  the  end  of  the  coal  year 
there  is  likely  to  be  the  dullest  period  for  a 
long  time  unless  Jack  Frost  comes  to  the  res¬ 
cue.  Anthracite  railroads  in  December,  unlike 
other  railroads,  are  likely  to  make  a  good 
showing  of  December  earnings.  The  January 
returns  will  be  something  novel  in  the  way  of 
lighter  gross  and  net  results. 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions. 

_ 


Limitations  on  Authority  of  Agents. — 
Proof  of  agency,  which  depends  upon 
evidence  of  the  relative  position  and 
relationship  of  the  parties,  the  court  of 
appeals  of  Georgia  holds  (Collins  & 
Toole  vs.  Crews,  59  Southeastern  Re¬ 
porter,  727),  extends  no  further  than 
to  the  authority  necessary  to  do  the 
acts  shown.  Authority  to  do  an  act  as 
an  agent  will  not  be  implied  from  the 
doing  by  such  agent  of  a  totally  dis¬ 
tinct  and  different  act  in  behalf  of  his 
principal.  Notice  to  an  agent  is  insuffi¬ 
cient  unless  it  be  made  to  appear  that 
the  scope  of  his  authority  and  duty  was 
such  as  necessarily  included  such  act, 
and  therefore  bound  the  principal. 
Agency  to  sell  does  not  necessarily  carry 
with  it  agency  and  authority  to  collect. 


Sufficiency  of  Assignments  of  Bills  of 
Lading. — Where  a  bill  of  lading  issued 
in  the  usual  form  by  a  railroad  com¬ 
pany,  consigning  the  shipment  to  the 
shipper’s  order,  with  directions  to  notify 
another,  has  on  its  back  an  indorsement, 
“Deliver  to  A.,”  signed  by  the  con¬ 
signee,  the  supreme  court  of  Georgia 
holds  (Allen,  McIntosh  &  Co.  vs. 
Farmers’  &  Traders’  National  Bank,  59 
Southeastern  Reporter,  813)  that  such 
indorsement  is  a  valid  and  sufficient 
assignment  of  the  bill  of  lading  to  A. 
But  where,  in  a  written  contract  be¬ 
tween  two  parties,  one  bought  from  the 
other  at  a  stipulated  price  goods  to 
be  shipped,  and  the  carrier  issues  to 
the  seller  a  bill  of  lading  therefor,  con¬ 
signing  the  shipment  to  his  order, 
which  the  latter  transfers  to  a  third 
person,  such,  transfer  alone  does  not  en¬ 
title  such  third  person  to  sue  the  buyer 
on  the  contract  for  the  purchase  price. 


Duty  of  Inspection  on  Part  of  Em¬ 
ployers. — The  duty  of  an  employer  to 
use  reasonable  care  to  discover  defects 
in  his  plant  and  appliances,  the  court 
of  errors  and  appeals  of  New  Jersey 
holds  (Fulton  vs.  Grieb  Rubber  Co., 
68  Atlantic  Reporter,  116)  may  or  may 
not  in  a  given  case  involve  the  specific 
duty  of  inspection,  which  being  a  con¬ 
crete  exercise  of  reasonable  care  con¬ 
notes  the  exercise  of  such  a  degree  of 
foresight  as  would  anticipate  all  the  or¬ 
dinary  occurrences  and  their  probable 
results  that  a  reasonably  prudent  man 
under  like  circumstances  would  fore¬ 
see.  If  the  occurrence  by  which  an 
employe  is  injured  was  beyond  the  rea¬ 
sonably  probable  consequences  of  the 
ordinary  occurrences  that  (reasonably 
prudent  men  would,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  have  foreseen,  the  employer  is 
not  liable  because  of  his  omission  to 
make  an  inspection  which  extraordinary 
provision  alone  would  have  dictated. 


Contracts  Signed  Hurriedly  Without 
Being  Read.- — The  defense  was  sought 
to  be  made  in  a  case  that  the  contracts 
sued  on  were  signed  hurriedly,  with¬ 
out  being  read.  But  the  supreme  court 
of  Arkansas  says  (Mitchell  Mfg.  Co. 
vs.j  Kempner,  105  Southwestern  Report¬ 


er,  860)  that  it  was  unimportant  wheth¬ 
er  the  party  who  executed  them  read 
them  or  not.  He  had  ample  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  do  so,  and  could  not,  when  the 
contents  were  not  misrepresented  to 
him,  escape  the  obligation  of  the  con¬ 
tracts  by  showing  that  he  signed  with¬ 
out  reading  them. 


When  Buyer  is  Held  to  Waive  De¬ 
fects. — A  buyer  is  not  presumed  to 
waive  defects  of  which  he  has  no 
knowledge,  but,  according  to  the  court 
of  appeals  of  Georgia  (in  Sizemore  vs. 
Woolard,  59  Southeastern  Reporter, 
833)  he  is  held  to  waive  those  defects 
which  he  knows  to  exist.  Where  one 
gives  a  note  for  the  purchase  of  an 
article  which  is  defective,  after  full 
knowledge  of  its  defects,  he  will  be 
held  to  have  waived  the  defects,  and 
cannot  set  up  the  same  by  plea  of  fail- 


Recent  Incorporations. 

The  Stoehr  &  Schadt  Coal  Company 
of  Carbon  Cliff,  Mo.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,- 
500. 

The  Sunlight  Coal  Company  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  has  been  incorporated  with 
$2,500  capital  stock.  The  incorpora¬ 
tors  are  Isaac  Johnson,  Charles  John¬ 
son  and  Emily  Johnson. 

The  H.  E.  Mills  Coal  Company  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  $10,000  capital  stock  by  H. 
E.  Mills,  R.  W.  McCoy,  W.  E.  J. 
Brossman  and  H.  D.  Okey. 

Atlantic  Coal  Company,  of  Bos¬ 
well,  N.  Y.,  has  been  incorporated 
with  $30,000  capital  stock.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  A.  J.  Field,  Grant 
Emmond  and  Frank  B.  Black. 

The  McAlester  Coal  Company  of 
McAlester,  Okla.,  has  been  granted  a 
permit  to  do  business  in  the  state  of 
Texas.  The  principal  office  of  the 
company  will  be  located  at  Dallas. 

The  Oldham  &  Clayton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  to  conduct 
general  coal  mining  business  in  Mor¬ 
gan  county,  Kentucky.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  new  company  is  nominal. 

The  Tristate  Coal  Company  of  Ma¬ 
rion,  Ind.,  has  been  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $2,000.  The  direc¬ 
tors  and  incorporators  are  G.  H.  Mer- 
riman,  F.  B.  Merriman  and  L.  L. 
Merriman. 

The  Eckman  Coal  Company  of  Gi¬ 
rard,  Ohio,  has  been  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $25,000.  The  incor- 
portors  are  John  G.  Eckman,  Ambrose 
Eckman,  S.  B.  Eckman,  D.  E.  Crooks 
and  R.  Daley. 

The  Wilkeson-Tripp  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$600,000.  The  company  has  been  or- 


ure  of  consideration  in  defense  to  an 
action  on  the  note. 


Evidence  of  Agency. — It  is  impossible, 
the  court  of  errors  and  appeals  of  New 
Jersey  says  (Black  vs.  McQuad,  68  At¬ 
lantic  Reporter,  102)  to  lay  down  any 
inflexible  rule  by  which  it  can  be  deter¬ 
mined  what  evidence  shall  be  sufficient 
to  establish  an  agency  in  any  given 
case,  but  it  may  be  said  in  general 
terms  that  whatever  evidence  has  a 
tendency  to  prove  agency  is  admissible, 
even  though  it  be  not  full  and  satisfac¬ 
tory,  as  it  is  the  province  of  the  jury 
to  pass  upon  it. 


Admissions  of  Agents. — A  principal  is 
bound  by  the  admissions  of  an  agent, 
the  supreme  court  of  New  Jersey  holds 
(Hill  vs.  Adorns  Express  Company, 
68  Atlantic  Reporter,  94)  only  when 
such  admissions  are  within  the,  scope 
of  the  agent’s  employment,  or  are  oth¬ 
erwise  authorized  by  the  principal. 


ganized  to  develop  320  acres  of  coal 
land  near  Wilkeson. 

The  Columbia  Coal  Mines  Company 
of  Denver,  Colo.,  has  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 
The  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
Charles  V.  Stewart,  William  Gilbert 
and  Denton  Dunn. 

The  Reliance  Coal  Company,  which 
has  operated  a  small  colliery  at  Pitts- 
ton,  Pa.,  has  been  reorganized  and 
incorporated.  M.  J.  Healy  of  Plains, 
Pa.,  has  succeeded  Theodore  Hogan 
as  president  of  the  concern. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Coal  Creek  Coal  Company, 
Chehalis,  Wash.,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000,  ffflly  paid  up.  The 
incorporators  are  W.  H.  Brown,  C.  L. 
Brown,  J.  E.  Leonard  and  John  Stout. 


Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Carbon  Hill  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  Spokane,  Wash.,  showing  a 
capital  stock  of  $2,500,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  G.  H.  Scott,  H.  A.  Math- 
eson,  H.  W.  Wright,  and  W.  A.  Ap- 
plequist. 

The  Merchants’  Coal  &  Railway 
Company  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$6,000,000.  The  incorporators  of  the 
new  company  are  C.  E.  Specht  of 
Johnstown,  H.  M.  Datesman  and  I.  T. 
Hurter  of  Newark.' 

The  Golden  Creek  Coal  &  Lumber 
Company  of  Barboursville,  Ky.,  is  to 
be  incorporated  in  the  near  future  with 
an  immense  capital  stock.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  a  party  of  Chicago  capi¬ 
talists,  who  recently  made  a  tour  of 
inspection  in  that  field. 

The  Arena  Coal  &  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  at  Al¬ 
bany,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$3,000.  The  main  office  of  the  con¬ 
cern  will  be  located  at  Aren^.  J.  C. 
Searing,  Frank  O’Connor  and  J.  E. 
Knapp.  Arena,  are  the  incorporators. 

The  Cottage  Street  Coal  Company 
of  Bayard,  W.  Va.,  has  been  granted 
a  charter  for  the  purpose  of  mining 
and  shipping  coal.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  concern  is  $40,000,  of  which 
$500  has  been  subscribed.  The  incor- 
portors  are  G.  T.  Plummer  and  John 
Jose. 

The  Baker  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  to  conduct  a  general  coal  min¬ 
ing  business  in  Roane  county  of  that 
state.  The  capital  stock  is  $20,000  and 
the  incorporators  are  J.  N.  Baker,  S. 
P.  Sparks,  V.  D.  Sparks,  D.  M.  Coff¬ 
man  and  S.  B.  Leeper. 

Independent  Ice  &  Coal  Company 
has  filed  articles  of  incorporation  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $35,000,  divided  into  shares 
of  $100  each.  The  maximum  debt  of 
the  concern  is  not  to  exceed  one-third 
of  the  capital  stock.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  are  Emil  Peter,  Matt  Wolf  and 
Harry  Kratz. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN  M,NER  and  8H,PPER 


ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 


(HOLE  SHIPPER) 

“RELIANCE" 

“Back  Mountain”  mine  Agent 

“Bt«g  Vein  Lehigh” 

“  Wllkea  Barr** 

Ant  other  grades  Anthraeite 


"  LOPEZ" 

“Perfection”  Smithing 
“Best”  Gas 
“  White  Oak”  Steam 
And  other  grades  Bituminous 


Connellsvllle,  Latrobe,  Gallltsln  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R„ 

L.  V.R,  R.,  Erie  R.  R„  and  their  connections. 
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Manufactured  by  the 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  February  6.— (Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence .)- — With  the  tem¬ 
perature  hovering  near  the  zero  mark 
for  several  days  this  week,  the  domestic 
coal  trade  received  a  stimulus  such  as 
it  has  not  felt  since  the  stocking-up 
season  of  last  fall.  The  prompt  re¬ 
sponse  of  the  market  in  so  marked  a 
manner  to  cold  weather  was  scarcely 
anticipated,  as  there  has  been  much 
talk  about  dealers  still  having  full  bins 
and  being  able  to  take  care  of  consum¬ 
ers’  demands  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
without  calling  up  shippers.  The  pres¬ 
ent  activity  in  the  domestic  end  of  the 
market  is  encouraging,  in  the  outlook 
for  the  coal-consuming  period  which 
yet  remains  of  the  season. 

Reports  are  current  of  prices  being 
cut  to  some  extent,  and  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  coal  moving  at  a  shading  of 
10  cents  to  25  cents  below  the  circular 
price  of  $1.50.  Fancy  domestic  coals 
are  holding  their  own  better  than  other 
grades.  Black  Nancy  is  reported  very 
firm  at  $2,  with  good  demand.  More 
season  contract  business  exists  this 
winter  than  usual,  which,  tinder  pres¬ 
ent  conditions,  is  favorable  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  shippers  having  this  class  of 
trade,  as  most  of  it  was  taken  on  at 
$1.50.  Many  dealers  are  skeptical  about 
the  continuance  of  the  present  circular 
on  current  business,  and  on  orders 
taken  for  future  delivery  shippers  are 
required  to  protect  the  price  that  may 
prevail  at  the  time  the  coal  is  received. 

Steam  coals  ar.e  in  little  stronger  de¬ 
mand,  but  better  prices  are  not  being 
realized.  Run-of-mine  is  selling  as  low 
as  90  cents  on  large  contract  business, 
and  from  this  figure  up  to  $1.15  on 
smaller  shipments.  Nut,  pea  and  slack 
remain  at  from  65  cents  to  75  cents. 
The  supply  is  somewhat  better  in  vol¬ 
ume,  but  the  latter  is  not  so  great  as 
to  cause  sluggishness  in  the  market. 
Lack  of  demand  for  storage  coal  shows 
that  the  trade  does  not  yet  take  seri¬ 
ously  the  possibility  of  the  operators 
and  miners  being  able  to  get  together 
on  a  wage  agreement. 


Lake  Trade  Outlook. 

While  a  little  too  early  to  attempt  to 
forecast  .the  lake  trade  for  next  season, 
considerable  speculation  is  already  be¬ 
ing  indulged  in  along  this  line.  Indi¬ 
cations  .  are  now  that  the  northwest 
docks  will  have  a  much  greater  tonnage 
left  over  than  for  several  years.  The 
head  of  one  of  the  large  producing 
companies  here  is  of  the  opinion  that 
such  will  prove  to  be  the  case,  but  thinks 
that  Hocking  producers  will  be  in  much 
better  shape  than  other  fields  with  re¬ 
spect  to  this  condition.  Hocking  coal, 
being  the  staple  domestic  fuel  of  that 
territory,  has  been  moving  more  freely 
than  others,  and  there  is  a  period  of 
several  months  yet  for  stocks  to  become 
further  depleted.  It  may  be  found  that 
when  warm  weather  actually  arrives  that 
the  surplus  has  been  reduced  to  a  few 
hundred  thousand  tons,  and  will  have 
no  disastrous  effect  upon  the  new  season. 

Shippers  of  railroad  fuel  and  other 
strictly  steam  coals  will  suffer  the  most 
serious  embarrassment.  The  scare  of 
a  year  ago,  when  coal  famine,  actual  or 
threatened,  prevailed  throughout  the 
northwest,  stimulated  the  lake  trade  to 
an  abnormal  degree,  and  there  were  few 
hindrances  throughout  the  season  to 
prevent  a  free  movement  of  tonnage. 
Whatever  the  reaction  may  be  to  other 


districts,  the  Hocking  trade  is  looking 
forward  to  a  profitable  lake  business 
for  1908. 


Coal  Helps  Out  Gas. 

Columbus  retail  dealers  were  kept 
busy  last  Sunday  responding  to  emer¬ 
gency  calls  for  coal,  when  part  of  the 
city,  on  the  coldest  day  of  the  winter  so 
far,  found  itself  without  the  means  of 
warmth,  owing  to  a  failure  in  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  natural  gas.  Uncooked  meals 
added  to  the  discomfort  of  the  day,  and 
whole  families  sought  refuge  from  their 
cheerless  hearths  by  going  to  bed.  The 
gas  officials  gave  out  that  the  inter¬ 
rupted  service  was  due  to  a  broken 
pump.  Whatever  excuse  there  may  have 
been  in  this  claim,  it  is  believed  that  the 
gas  supply  of  this  territory  is  on  the 
wane,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far  dis¬ 
tant  when  Columbus  will  again  depend 
on  coal  for  its  domestic  needs.  An 
emergency  similar  to  that  of  last  Sun¬ 
day  occurred  during  very  cold  weather 
about  a  year  ago,  and  prompted  many 
gas  consumers  to  go  back  to  coal  for  at 
least  part  of  their  heating.  This  had  a 
noticeable  effect  on  the  laying  in  of 
winter  supplies  last  fall,  and  the  recent 
object  lesson  will  help  the  retail  coal 
trade  in  the  future. 

The  market,  which  has  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  be  soft,  has  stiffened  up  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  the  present  cold 
spell,  and  there  is  little  price  cutting. 
Hocking  lump  sells  for  $3.50  and  West 
Virginia  $3.75.  These  prices  have  pre¬ 
vailed  since  September  last,  although 
they  have  been  subject  to  more  or  less 
shading. 


Joint  Agreement  Probable. 

The  representatives  of  the  Hocking 
valley  operators  are  sparing  in  giving  out 
opinions  for  publication  since  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  Indianapolis  confer¬ 
ence  last  Friday,  but  the  general  belief 
here  is  that  when  the  operators  get  to¬ 
gether  again  on  February  27  the  joint 
wage  agreement  will  be  clinched,  so  far 
as  the  mine  owners  are  concerned.  Some 
difficulties  appear  to  be  in  the  way,  in 
the  matter  of  local  conditions  in  Illinois, 
but  these  are  not  looked  upon  as  unsur- 
mountable.  But  for  the  fact  that  ex- 
ising  market  conditions  do  not  demand 
haste  the  question,  it  is  believed,  would 
have  been  settled  before  this. 

The  real  problem  will  lie  in  reaching 
terms  with  the  miners.  Both  sides  will 
ask  concessions,  which  neither  will  ex¬ 
pect  to  go  through  in  their  entirety,  and 
the  basis  of  settlement  will  lie  some¬ 
where  between  the  two  extremes.  Pend¬ 
ing  a  final  agreement  to  a  wage  scale, 
a  period  of  suspension  of  work  is  an¬ 
ticipated.  This  may  not  have  the  effect 
of  stimulating  trade  in  any  marked  de¬ 
gree,  but  it  will  help  to  clean  up  stocks 
and  start  off  the  new  season  in  better 
shape. 

The  election  of  T.  L.  Lewis  as  presi¬ 
dent  to  succeed  John  Mitchell  is  re¬ 
garded  by  local  operators  as  favorable 
to  a  settlement.  While  a  hard  fighter 
and  loyal  to  his  organization,  Mr.  Lewis 
is  far  from  being  the  radical  which  he 
has  been  represented  in  some  quarters. 
No  one  is  better  equipped,  by  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  coal  mining  conditions  and  by 
long  experience  in  helping  to  settle  wage 
agreements,  for  recognizing  at  just  what 
point  to  get  off.  Anything  like  a  gen¬ 


eral  strike  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  im¬ 
possibilities. 


Brief  and  Personal. 

L.  H.  Accard,  general  agent  of .  the 
G.  R.  &  I.  railway,  was  calling  upon 
the  coal  trade  here  on  Tuesday. 

R.  St.  John,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Salisbury  Coal  Company,  Middle- 
port,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  on  Monday. 

S.  H.  Foster,  general  manager  of  the 
War  Eagle  Fuel  Company,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Huntington  and  other 
West  Virginia  points. 

F.  L.  Scheow,  president  of  the  How¬ 
ard  Coal  Company,  was  a  visitor  at  the 
offices  of  the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  on  Saturday  last. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Darby  Coal 
&  Coke  "Company  will  be  held  at  No.  .135 
South  Front  street  on  Wednesday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  for  the  election  of  officers  and 
other  business. 

John  Carding,  president  of  the  Card¬ 
ing  Coal  Company,  and  S.  F.  L.  Dean, 
president  of  the  Dean  Coal  Company, 
were  at  Deavertown,  Ohio,  on  Saturday 
last,  inspecting  the  mines  of  the  former 
concern. 

Frank  A.  Prendergast,  president  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Coal  Company, 
returned  from  Chicago  Monday,  having 
gone  to  that  city  from  Indianapolis  on 
Friday,  where  he  was  in  attendance  upon 
the  operators’  meeting. 

John  M.  Roan,  general  manager  of 
mines  of  the  Clinchfield  Coal  corpo¬ 
ration,  with  headquarters  at  Dante,  Va., 
was  in  the  city  during  the  fore  part  of 
the  week.  He  states  that  the  large  plans 
for  construction  work  will  be  prose¬ 
cuted  vigorously  with  the  opening  of 
spring.  At  present  the  corporation  is 
producing  2,000  tons  per  day. 

D.  Reddington,  formerly  secretary  of 
the  Columbus  •&  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron 
Company,  was  in  the  city  within  the 
week,  calling  upon  old  friends.  He  was 
the  guest  of  Sidney  A.  McManigal,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  Mr.  Reddington  has  just  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Europe,  in  company  with 
J.  S.  Ralston,  of  the  Ralston  Steel  Car 
Company,  of  Columbus. 


in  order  to  give  a  greater  portion  of  his 
time  to  the  coal  business.  He  is  one  of 
the  principal  owners  of  the  Lorain  Coal 
&  Dock  Company. 

The  railroad  companies  which  were 
given  until  the  first  of  the  present  year, 
through  extension  of  time,  to  file  coal 
tariffs  in  one  complete  volume  with  the 
Railroad  Commisison,  have  not  yet  com¬ 
plied  with  this  ruling.  They  claim  un¬ 
avoidable  delay  in  compiling  and  print¬ 
ing,  but  say  that  the  work  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  within  a  few  weks.  A  limit  is 
placed  by  the  commission  upon  the  num¬ 
ber  of  supplements  which  a  railroad  com¬ 
pany  may  issue.  When  they  exceed  a  spe- 
fified  number  it  is  required  that  a  complete 
new  tariff  must  be  issued.  The  present 
system  makes  it  almost  impossible  for 
any  but  an  expert  to  determine  rates 
that  are  in  force  between  different  ship¬ 
ping  points. 


Miners  on  a  Strike. 

Pittsburgh,  February  6.  —  Three 
thousand  miners  employed  in  ten  mines 
owned  by  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 
located  in  the  Youghiogheny  Valley, 
have  gone  on  a  strike,  and  it  is  feared 
that  within  a  few  days  a  general  strike 
throughout  the  district  will  be  de¬ 
clared. 

The  cause  is  the  .enforcement  of  the 
rule  that  the  miners  must  use  smoke¬ 
less  powder  instead  of  the  ordinary 
black  powder  which  has  been  used  ex¬ 
clusively  heretofore.  The  miners  allege 
that  the  state  mine  inspectors  who  is¬ 
sued  the  order  are  in  collusion  with  the 
operators.  They  declare  that  smokeless 
powder  makes  a  great  deal  more  fine 
coal,  a  stock  for  which  the  miners  are 
not  paid. 

The  mine  inspectors  and  operator; 
insist  that  their  only  object  in  ordering 
the  use  of  smokeless  powder  is  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  mine  horrors  which  have  cosl 
more  than  700  lives  in  the  Pittsburgh 
district  within  two  months. 


The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  is  building 
ninety  double  canal  boats  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  carrying  coal  from  Mauch  Chunl 
to  the  company’s  new  pier  at  Port  Rich¬ 
mond. 


J.  S.  Morton,  first  president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company,  when  the  latter 
was  a  small  corporation,  but  who  has 
been  out  of  active  business  in  Columbus 
for  several  years,  has  succeeded  Edward 
Johnson,  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Mining 
Company,  as  president  of  the  Columbus 
Merchandise  Company,  of  this  city.  Mr. 
Johnson  retires  from  the  latter  concern 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Developmentand  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 
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Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 

Our  Leaden — "Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 


PRODUCERS 


Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Officeei 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManigal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennish,  Sect’y  and  Tress. 
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Old  Colony  Bldg... 
Bullitt,  Old  Colony 


CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  pace 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  37 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co., 

Castner,  Curran  & 

Bldg .  34 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  5 

Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  303  Dear¬ 
born  St .  34 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  9 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St .  10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  5 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 35 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg.  . .  35 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn 

St .  31 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  10 

Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  9 

Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  35 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  32 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 33 

O'Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  5 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  215 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  4 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg... 


Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  216  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  356  Dearborn  St...  7 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  2 

Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 

Chicago  .  7 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  3 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke..  32 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 

Co .  30 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

.  Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Davis  C.  &  C.  Co .  9 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  3 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St .  34 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St .  34 

i  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  37 

i  I'airmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  32 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  35  Con- 

grcss  St .  35 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.. 

141  Milk  St .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 
t  B  dg'  . .  88 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  82 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

luluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Pitsburgh  Coal  Co .  82 

..  MINNESOTA, 

linneapolls — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co '. .  4 

d.,  l.  &  w.  r.  r.  Co . ;;;;;;  ? 


PAGE 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  87 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.,  South.  14 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  13 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 


Press  Bldg . 38 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 


MISSOURI. 

St-  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg...  7 


NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St.... 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co . 

P.  &  R.  G.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg.... 

Battery  Place,  Y . 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg. 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Goal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway.. 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  . 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway  . 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Go.,  1  Broadway . 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  . 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place . 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  . 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co . 

Landstreet  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.. 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St . 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  Bldg . 

Nicoll,  B.  &  Co.,  59  Wall  St . 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway. _ 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co.... 
Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Go.,  17  Battery  Place 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

143  Liberty  St . 

Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place.. 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St. 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway . 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway . 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway . 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy . 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg... 
Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 
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10 

32 

4 

4 

2 


34 


3 
34 

36 

37 

34 

7 

13 

7 

37 

34 

34 
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35 
10 
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32 

37 

5 

38 

6 

13 

4 

7 
2 

8 
7 

38 

38 
2 

39 


7 


39 


7 

18 


7 


OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  &  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  37 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  36 
Gonsolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  38 
Ghesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Go.,  Traction  Bldg .  34 

Howard  Colliery  Go .  6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  36 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co..  32 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg . 37 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  34 

Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Neave 

Bldg .  38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  39 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg.  .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  86 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  88 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 

K.  &  O.  Fuel  Go .  36 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  83 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  88 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  16 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 


Toledo —  page 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  37 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  32 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 


Bldg.  .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia . 

Penn.  Goal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  . . 4 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie — - 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 


Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 


Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Go....  32 
Nicoll,  B.,  &  Co.,  232  6th  Ave . 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Go .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 
Pit.tston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  37 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Beading  , 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Goal  Agency  Go. .  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Charleston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  36 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  38 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 

WISCONSIN. 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  at.  38 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Le 


Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  37 


London —  ENGLAND.  page 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  &  G.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  lu 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St . '37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 


The  Black  Diamond- 
Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

lngersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  41 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Traylor  Engineering  Co.,  New  York....  46 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mig.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  51 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111 _  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  . . 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Go.,  Columbus,  Ottio .  43 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  35 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _  43 


Jeffrey  Mig.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  49 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  44 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  4) 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 44 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  42 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  111..  41 
Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  33 
Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  40 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  45 

ingersoll-Kand  Co.,  New  York .  4y 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Gbicago....  18 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  & 'Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  Vork .  47 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Ghicago,  Ill..  41 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  IK..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 45 

Detective  Agencies. 


Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 
Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  60 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 


Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  39 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  40 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Cov  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 45 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .  46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  44 

(Continued  on  Page  40) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Che  Black  Diamond 

Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  Tournal  of 
its  kind. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

Of  MARYLAND 
MINERS  A.KD  SHIPPERS  OF 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <S.  420,  17  Battery  PIa.ce,  ...  NEVV  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Mines  on  Mortongahela.  River,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


We  operate  ovir  own  Individual  oara 


GENERAL  OFFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office,  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 
Youghiogheiiy  Gas  &S  team  Coal 

Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaee  and  Foundry  Use. 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO 

DETROIT 


ST.  PAUL 

ERIE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


Mr.  CONSUMER 

Your  Contract  is  no  doubt  expiring  very  soon.  Con¬ 
tracts  made  with  us  are  being  RENEWED,  and  new 
“CONSUMERS”  being  added  daily.  This  shows  satis¬ 
factory  results  obtained  on  our  “YOUCHIOCHENY  COAL” 
and  DELIVERIES. 

If  this  interests  you  and  you  need  a  No.  I  coal  ask 
your  neighbor  or  order  a  trial  car  from  us. 

THE  MONONCAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  CO. 

OFFICES 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 
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W.  K.  FIELD,  President  and  Treasurer. 


XL  XL  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Auditor. 


K.  8.  HEBTnr,  Cashier. 


TLhc  Mew  flMttsburcjb  Coal  Company, 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF. 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 


From  tho  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 


MINES  : 


Powell's  Run  Nos.  i  and  3,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Oreendale, 
Equator,  Kittanninff. 


GENERAL  OFFICES, 

50  E.  BROAD  ST.,  COLUMBUS,  O. 

SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Ports. 


“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 


“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 


J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr. 


Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


It’s  Worth 
Looking  Into 


You  bet  it  is.  And  the  sooner 
you  look  into  our  claims  about 

Winifrede  Splint 

AND 

Diana  Hocking 

Being  the  best  and  most  profit¬ 
able  soft  coals  you  can  handle, 
the  more  money  you'll  be 
ahead.  Winifrede  Splint 
stocks  like  Cannel  and  takes 
its  place  for  grates,  etc.,  and 
is  the  most  economical  soft 
coal  on  the  market.  Diana 
Hocking  is  a  six-inch  screened 
Hocking  from  Indiana,  and 
leads  all  others  in  quality, 
preparation  and  price.  Better 
look  into  them  at  once  if  you 
want  the  coal  trade  in  yourtown 
— Prices  on  request,  or  on  any 
other  kind  of  coal  and  coke.  9 

HOSTLER  COAL  $  COKE  CO..  Chicago 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
Interna.tioneLl  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &  Wire  Co. 

Chica.go  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co. 

Inland  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
r  year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
“Sample"  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very 
little  value  to  an  advertiser.  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address  - 


HOW  MANY  EMPLOYES 
HAVE  YOU? 

Does  each  one  get  his  own  Black  Diamond  every 
week,  or  do  you  subscribe  for  one  copy  and  pass 
it  around  ? 

Ask  any  one  of  your  employes  how  much  good  he 
can  get  out  of  every  copy  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Find  out  how  much  it  will  help  him  in  his  work,  then 
order  as  many  as  you  need  and  charge  it  up  to 
expense  account.  This  investment  will  yield 
good  returns. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

Tho  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  Statei. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investor*,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


I 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

4S  Broadway.  1150-60  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittabu  rg :  Cincinnati : 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  St. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

C  t  r.tral  Fuildin 


* 
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Fairmont  Coal  Company 


COAL 


GAS 

steam  F  airmont 

DOMESTIC 


IvAKE,  TIDE-WATER  AND  ADD-RAID  SHIPMENTS 


FURNACE 

FOUNDRY 

CRUSHED 


COKE 


GENERAL  OFFICES,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  BALTIMORE.  F.  W.  WILSHIRE.  GenT  Mgr.  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

E.  M.  MANCOURT,  Western  Manager,  Majestic  Bldg.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


NEW  YORK: 

J.  E.  Parsons,  Mgr., 
I  Broadway 


PHILADELPHIA: 

W.  M.  Wilshire.  Mgr., 
Land  Title  Bldg. 


BALTIMORE: 

K.  P.  Coffins,  Mgr.  ' 
Csntlnsntal  Trod  Bldg. 


BOSTON: 

R..  C.  Gillespie  Mgr., 
State  Motual  Bldg.,  50  Congress  St. 


CINCINNATI: 

W.  C.  Rogers,  Mgr.. 
Traction  Bldg. 


WASHINGTON: 

W.  A.  LeetcK.  Mgr.. 
Foot  of  50th  St. 


NORTH  WESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

Western  R.eserve  Bldg.  Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents. 

Foreign  Representative:  Sanders  Sc  Co.,  I  IO  Oannon  80.,  London. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  sTanawha  AcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’I  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miner*  and  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

99 


44 


Somerset  County  (Pa..)  Smokeless  Coals 
Office,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TNEAS. 


It.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER=KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINBS) 


PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD,  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1 026*1627 


Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 
Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 


Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 
C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  FULTZ.  Mgr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1400*10 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Larvdstreet  Coal  (EL  Coke  Co. 


Conducting  a 
General 


F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- -BUSINESS - 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE.  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


Cabin  Creek  Splint 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas  and  New  River 


75  Mines  on  the  C.  &  O. 

...  «  .  .  .  v  .  .  .  and  K.  &  M.  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nuai  capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Ccal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 


ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President 


A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President 


PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec. -Tress. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 


Pittston*  Anthracite*^  Coal=Building  Material, 


211  GRAND  AVENUE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


All  Kinds 

DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


AGENTS  AND 
EXCLUSIVE  SHIPPERS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
‘Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 


COVERED  WHARVES: 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee  ALL-RAIL  FACILITIES-CHICAQO 


Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 
3,000,000  Tons 


General  Office:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office :  Planklnton  Building  Chicago  Office:  Fisher  Building 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  I  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR.  THE  FAMOUS 


R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


PUREST 

STEAM  —  Absolutely  One  Quality  —  DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  o!  the  United  States  Coai  4  Oil  Co. 
at  Golden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  capacity  5,000  tens — 30,000  acres  o!  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio 

— . -  WRITE  FOR  PRICES  ssssssss 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  I  Broadway,  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident 
W.  W,  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


BraLnch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN, GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


POCAHONTAS 


TRADE  MARK  9EOISTEREB 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Oar  registered  Trade  Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C,  C.  B,  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain.  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Caal  Branch  Offices 


1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  1- 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  V*. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  street,  Boston.  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blvth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C„  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President  C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President  JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 

Crescent  Coal  «&  Mining  Company 

SOS  dearborn  street,  ciiicag  o 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

— .  --  - —COVERED  STORAGE,  SHIPPING,  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS'  YARDS —  - = 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 

Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHRACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 


PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


National  Bank  Bldg.  THE  Ca  G.  BLAKE  COAL  COKE  COa  oidco^^aSg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &,  KANAWHA 
COKE 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices: - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  News,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO 


CENERAL  OFFICES 


FISHER 

BUILDING 


CHICAGO 


PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’I  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  ADfllRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tlde=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

MARIVIET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Olaio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAQEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam.  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mines  on  Ca^bin  Creek.  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ra.ilwa.y. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 
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Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions ,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — South  Side  rail  yard; 

junction  preferred.  Address  Box  55, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED  —  Sales¬ 
man,  chief  clerk  or  manager  of  retail 
yard;  south  side  preferred.  Address 
Box  57,  care  Black  Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED— Compe¬ 
tent  young  lady  stenographer;  coal 
experience;  best  references.  Address 
Box  53,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Experienced  bookkeep¬ 
er  and  chief  clerk  for  southern  coal  of¬ 
fice.  Good  chance  for  advancement. 
Box  54,  care  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  '  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Reliable  Western 

wholesale  coal  firm  to  handle  the  out¬ 
put,  of  about  three  hundred  tons 
daily,  smokeless  coal.  Address  Smoke¬ 
less,  care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Thick  vein  Hocking 

coal  mine  in  operation.  Will  pur¬ 
chase  interest  or  outright.  Give  full 
particulars.  Will  consider  good  coal 
land.  Box  48,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi- 
ago. 


WEIGH  MASTER  WANTED  — 

One  weighmaster  capable  of  handling 
1,500  tons  per  day.  Married  man  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary,  $70  per  month  to 
start.  Apply  “Weighmaster,”  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Til.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 


WANTED — Position  as  sales  agent 
by  experienced  coal  man  of  proved 
ability.  If  the  salary  is  large  enough 
would  go  on  the  road  for  a  first-class 
operating  company.  Address  Box  24, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Yard  superintendent 

for  yard  on  northwest  side.  Must  be 
experienced  and  thoroughly  reliable. 
Highest  references  required.  Address 
Box  49,  care  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


FOR  SALE — Four  66-inch  x  20-foot 

H.  R.  T.  boilers;  sixty-four  4-inch 
tubes;  McClave  shaking  grates.  Last 
city  inspection  100  pounds  working 
pressure  allowed.  Must  be  sold  at 
once.  Box  51,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  mine, 

Ohio  river  district;  capacity  500  tons 
daily;  new  electric  equipment;  excel¬ 
lent  shipping  facilities;  bargain  for 
cash;  owner  will  retain  minority  in¬ 
terest  if  desired.  Address  Box  52,  care 
Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Southern  Illinois  coal 

mining  rights;  60,000  acres,  average 
thickness  6  feet.  Good  coal;  mining 
condition  good.  Transportation  1. 
C.  R.  R.  and  other  trunk  lines.  Small 
tract  Saline  county  coal  on  Big  Four 
R.  R.  to  lease  on  favorable  terms. 

FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  coal  land 

on  N.  &  W.  Ry.,  Va.;  three  good 
veins  coal;  one  the  Pocahontas.  Good 
timber  on  tract;  an  exceptional  op¬ 
portunity  for  investment  or  operation. 
Have  other  tracts  of  coal  property  in 
different  states.  Full  particulars  on 
application.  Address  Box  56,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


It  pays  to  read 
and  advertise  in 
our  want  column 


Specify 

“The 
Detroit** 

Lubricator 

Over  900,000  in 
use. 

Catalog  Free. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Pom  pan  y, 

_  DETROIT,  U.  S.  A.  _ 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
1  to  75  tons 


By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &,  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co  141  Broadway.  New  York 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELEOTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  <&  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


FOR  SALE 

About  5000  acres  of  coal  land  and  surface 
with  three  miles  frontage  on  Ohio  River. 
The  only  river  mine  on  Ohio  River,  known 
as  the  W.  P.  D.  Bu»h  property.  Un¬ 
qualifiedly  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
investment  and  speculation  offered  in 
this  decade.  To  be  sold  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  the  Union  Circuit  Court 
without  reserve,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
Monday,  October  7th,  1907,  at  the  Court 
House  door,  Morgansfield,  Union  County, 
Kentucky.  For  full  information  address: 
W.  T.  Harris,  Commissioner,  Morganlleld.  Ky. 
Henry  Burnett,  Lincoln  Bank  Bldg.,  Louis* 
ville,  Ky. 

David  W.  Fairleigh,  Paul  Jones  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Albert  S.  Brandeis.  L.  t,  N  olfice,  9th  and 
Broadway,  Louisville.  Ky. 

George  0.  Briggs,  Louisville  Trust  Building, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

H.  X  Morion,  Morganlleld.  Ky. 


john  d.  dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-30-35-40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  )  Mills,  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


If  you  have  anything 
to  sell  the  coal  trade 
advertise  it  in  the  jour¬ 
nal  the  trade  reads. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND, 


A  valuable  medium  for 
machinery  advertisers. 
Circulates  wherever 
coal  is  mined,  bought 
or  sold. 
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6]  THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


FAST  COAL-HANDLING 


For  Pennsylvania  Steel  Co.,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Pivoted  Bridge-Tramway:  commands  stor¬ 
age  of  50,000  tons  run-of-mine  bituminous. 


NEW  YORK 

299  Broadway 

PITTSBURGH 

1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


The  Dodge  Coal  Storage  Co. 

PHILADELPHIA:  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


CHICAGO 
39th  St.  &  Stewart  Av. 

SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


CAPABLE  SALES  IVI  A  N  at  $200  Per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 

$50  per  month.  It’a  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg. 


Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


Dickson  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK; 

OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 

♦ 


HOWE  RETAIL  COAL  POCKETS 

MODERN  METHODS— LARGER  PROFITS 


Cut  above  illustrates  the  largest  retail  coal  pocket  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  located  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  This  plant  has  2.500  tons  capacity  and  every  pound  of  coal  is  handled  mechan¬ 
ically  at  the  rate  of  75  tons  per  hour,  from  cars  to  wagons  at  a  cost  of  $4.50  per  day  for  labor. 
Ask  for  Booklet  8-B— Engineering  and  Machinery  Dept. 

HOWE  SCALE  COMPANY  OF  ILLINOIS 

13I5  I325  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


Going  to  Buy  or  Sell  a  Coal  Yard? 

Tell  your  desires  through  our  Wanted  and  For  Sale  Department. 

It’s  the  easiest  way  to  get  in  communication  with  people.  The 
rate  is  4  cents  per  word. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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PKALE,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


—  of  New  York,  Colliery  Owners. — 

ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peat*.  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  flen.  Mir. 

J.  B.  Lumley,  Treasorer, 

H.  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manaier. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Depl. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORE. 


$ 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Sales  Agl. 
W.  S.  Wallses,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldf., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND  JA  I 

ANTHRACITE  VvML 

DAYTON.  OHIO 

WE  SELL  IT 


HUGHES  CREEK  2  IN.  WEST  VIRGINIA 
DOMESTIC  LUMP 


AND  MAKE  THE  PRICE 

ADDRESS 

JOHN  W.  MOORE,  Cen.  Manager 

Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


'  iONC  OiSTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1982 

RECTOR  6820 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
OPAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATER  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO'S  LACKAWANNA  COAX.  * 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  f'  A  ¥ 
Bituminous  v/vrx\ly 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The  Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


Iron 

Works 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE3T  IMPROVED 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


IRA  E.  STEVENS,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  Western  Agent. 


Mention  T he  Black  Diamojtb  when  writing  advertisers 
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Selecting  Machinery  for  the  Boiler  Room 

Many  Problems  Presented  and  an  Effort  Made  to  Find  the  Most  Satisfactory  Solution. 

By  Werner  Boecklin. 


Ten  years  ago  there  were  probably  not 
mere  than  four  ways  in  common  use  for 
handling  coal  in  boiler  houses.  Today  there 
are  probably  twenty  types  of  machines  in  use 
for  this  purpose. 

The  best  device  or  system  to  use  in  a,ny 
particular  case  can  be  determined  only  by  a 
knowledge  of  the  adaptability  and  limitations 
of  the  various  types  of  machines  and  the  phys¬ 
ical  and  financial  conditions  of  the  case  under 
consideration.  If  coal  handling 
machinery  is  to  be  installed  in  a 
boiler  house  which  is  built,  all  of 
the  factors  mentioned  below  are 
probably  fixed,  and  the  choice  of 
machine  therefore  limited.  If  the 
boiler  house  can  be  planned  in 
connection  with  the  coal  and 
ashes  handling  machinery,  a  much 
simpler  and  more  efficient  ar¬ 
rangement  can  usually  be  made. 

A.  Direction  of  transportation 
path. 

B.  Length  of  transportation 
path. 

C.  Ground  or  overhead  coal 
storage. 

D.  Boat  or  car  delivery. 

E.  Bituminous  or  anthracite 
coal. 

The  direction  of  the  path  has 
considerable  influence  on  the 
choice  of  machine,  on  account  of 
the  rather  narrow  limits  of  use¬ 
fulness  of  all  types  in  use.  There 
are  a  few  machines,  however, 
which  are  very  flexible  in  their  ca¬ 
pability  of  operating  in  almost 
any  dirction  or  path.  The  draw¬ 
backs  of  these  machines  are  their 
limited  capacity  and  non-auto¬ 
matic  performance. 

Chain  and  belt  conveyors  can 
ordinarily  follow  a  path  lying  on 
a  vertical  plane.  The  usual  path 
is  a  single  line  in  the  plane.  Some¬ 
times,  however,  both  top  and  bot¬ 
tom  runs  are  used,  in  which  case 
the  path  of  operations  consists 
of  two  lines  lying  in  a  vertical 
plane.  The  angle  of  inclination 
of  which  these  machines  will  work 
is  limited,  in  the  belt  conveyor,  to 
that  angle  to  which  the  material 
■  will  roll  down  the  belt.  The  chain 
and  flight  conveyor  will  carry  at 
a  steeper,  say,  up  to  forty-five  de¬ 
grees,  but  its  capacity  is  mate¬ 
rially  decreased  after  the  angle 
of  flow  has  been  passed. 

Pivoted  and  riveted  bucket  ma¬ 
chines  will,  of  course,  carry  in 
any  direction  on  the  plane.  Elec¬ 
tric  cars  will  operate  on  any  path 
lying  in  a  horizontal  plane,  but 
can  not  climb  a  grade  much  over 
five  per  cent.  Cable  grip  cars 
can  mount  a  steeper  grade,  but  are  not  very 
satisfactory.  Cableways  and  shuttle  cars  can 
operate  on  almost  any  grade,  but  if  grades  are 
steep  it  is  desirable  that  the  path  should  be 
confined  to  a  vertical  plane. 

The  monorail  electric  crane,  or  telpher,  is 
perhaps  more  flexible  than  other  machines,  be¬ 
cause  it  can  handle  material  at  any  point  in 
the  vertical  plane  below  its  track,  and  the  track 
may  lead  in  any  horizontal  direction.  While 
this  machine  is  extremely  flexible,  its  field  of 


usefulness  is  limited,  because  an  operator  is 
required  with  each  load  of  material;  therefore, 
if  the  path  is  long  and  the  capacity  is  low,  and 
if  more  machines  are  added  to  increase  the 
output  the  expense  of  double  tracks,  extra  ma¬ 
chines,  and  operators,  is  usually  excessive. 

Chain  and  flight  machines  are  seldom  longer 
than  200  feet,  roller  flight  conveyors  400  feet, 
roller  carrier  machines  500  or  600  feet,  belt 
conveyors  800  feet.  Beyond  this  distance,  elec- 


Coal  Carrier  to  Boiler  House. 

trie  cars,  cable  cars  or  cableway  are  generally 
u§ed.  The  cableway  is  probably  the  cheapest 
one  of  the  three  mentioned,  and  is  adopted 
for  long  unsupported  spans.  It  does  not  work 
well,  however,  when  there  are  many  changes 
of  the  path  in  the  horizontal  plane.  The  cable 
car  is  the  next  in  order  of  co.st,  and  has  a 
large  handling  capacity  and  is  well  adapted 
where  the  path  or  cycle  of  operation  is  fixed. 
If  branch  lines  are  necessary  an  electric  car 
system  is  the  best,  single  rail  being  best  adapt¬ 


ed  for  overhead  work,  and  double  rails  for  sur¬ 
face  lines. 

Any  type  of  conveying  device  mentioned 
will  put  coal  in  storage,  but  in  the  case  of 
ground  storage  none  but  the  grab  bucket  ma¬ 
chines  will  reclaim  the  coal,  unless  the  floor 
is  sloped  to  cause  the  coal  to  flow  by  gravity 
into  the  reclaiming  conveyor.  If  the  reclaim¬ 
ing  conveyor  is  in  a  tunnel,  ample  clearance, 
illumination  and  waterproofing  must  be  pro¬ 
vided,  which  is  seldom  done.  If 
the  storage  floor  and  reclaiming 
conveyor  is  above  ground  the  con¬ 
struction  is  expensive.  The  grab 
bucket  is,  therefore,  usually  more 
satisfactory. 

If  the  coal  is  to  remain  any 
length  of  time,  say  a  month  or 
more,  in  storage,  the  question  of 
spontaneous  combustion  has  some 
effect  on  the  choice  of  system.  If 
the  c6al  flows  from  the  bottom 
into  a  reclaiming  conveyor,  plenty 
of  air  is  provided  through  the  dis¬ 
charge  openings  to  maintain  com¬ 
bustion,  and  the  reclaiming  con¬ 
veyor  is  seldom  one  that  can  be 
used  to  remove  the  ignited  coal. 
Such  systems  are  frequently  kept 
busy  drawing  the  coal  from  the 
bottom  and  putting  it  on  top  of 
pile  to  keep  it  cool  and  prevent 
spontaneous  combustion.  The 
grab  bucket  system  has  none  of 
the  disadvantages  referred  to. 
The  claim  is  sometimes  made, 
however,  that  the  tunnel  conveyor 
removes  the  oldest  coal,  or  that 
more  liable  to  spontaneous  com¬ 
bustion,  while  with  the  grab 
bucket  the  coal  near  bottom  is 
seldom  removed  except  when 
storage  is  emptied.  • 

In  making  boat  delivery  two 
types  of  hoists  are  commonly 
used  for  lump  bituminous  coal. 
For  capacity  less  than  200  tons 
per  day,  an  ordinary  tub  hoisFcan 
be  used.  If  a  greater  capacity  is 
required,  a  grab  bucket  hoist  must 
be  employed.  The  tubs  are  usual¬ 
ly  one-third  ton  capacity.  The 
grab  buckets  usually  hold  one 
ton.  Both  steam  and  electric 
hoists  are  used.  When  current  is 
available  and  cheap  it  has  the 
advantage  of  being  instantly  put 
in  and  out  of  service,  which  point 
is  desirable  when  the  hoist  is  used 
only  occasionally.  A  fireman  is 
not  necessary.  The  trouble  of 
handling  coal  and  water  is  also 
avoided.  The  machine  is  much 
cleaner,  and  fire  risk  is  less.  The 
maintenance  and  repair  are  less, 
and  first  cost  about  the  same  as  a 
steam  hoist. 

In  some  cases,  the  hoist  can  de¬ 
liver  the  coal  to  the  boiler  room  without  using 
any  other  machinery  except  perhaps  a  crusher. 
A  locomotive  crane  is  the  most  common  de¬ 
vice  used  for  the  purpose.  Overhead  telpher, 
equipped  with  clamshell  bucket,  is  also  fre¬ 
quently  so  employed.  Special  types  of  electric 
traveling  bridge  cranes  are  also  sometimes 
used. 

Tubs  are  usually  handled  by  a  mast  and  gaff 
ddrrick,  on  account  of  economy  of  dock  space 
and  the  simplicity  of  this  service.  Horizontal 
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and  inclined  booms  supported  by  a  tower  are 
sometimes  used.  The  tub  is  suspended  from 
a  carriage  which  travels  on  the  boom.  The 
tub  is  discharged  automatically.  Tower  hoists 
usually  have  more  capacity  than  the  mast  and 
gaff.  For  unloading  anthracite  coal  from  boats, 
in  addition  to  the  two  types  of  hoists  men¬ 
tioned  above,  an  endless  chain  and  bucket 
elevator  may  be  used.  While  the  size  of  the 
buckets  is  small  (about  12x16  inches),  the 
capacity  is  double  that  obtained  with  a  tub 
hoist. 

The  most  common  method  of  unloading  coal 
for  cars  on  a  surface  track  is  to  dump  the  coal 
into  a  hopper  in  a  pit  beneath  the  track.  The 
coal  flows  into  a  conveyor  of  some  type.  If 


the  coal  is  bituminous,  a  crusher  is  placed  be¬ 
low  the  hopper.  Sometimes  the  depth  of  pit 
which  this  arrangement  requires  is  objection¬ 
able,  on  account  of  water  entering  the  pit.  A 
feeder  is  then  used  to  elevate  the  coal  to  the 
crusher,  which  is  placed  at  a  higher  level  or 
on  surface  of  ground. 

When  the  cars  are  on  a  trestle,  the  coal  is 
generally  dumped  on  the  ground  for  storage. 
If  the  trestle  is  set  alongside  the  boiler  room, 
permitting  the  coal  to  flow  directly  to  the 
fire  floor  by  gravity,  an  industrial  car  system 
can  be  used  to  bring  coal  from  the  pile. 

Bituminous  coal  is  usually  run-of-mine;  con¬ 
taining  a  few  eighteen-inch  or  twenty-four- 
inch  lumps.  It  requires  a  large  and  expensive 
chain  or  belt  conveyor  to  handle  lumps  of  this 
size.  It  is  usual,  therefore,  to  pass  the  coal 
through  a  crusher  in  order  to  reduce  the  lumps 
to  three  inches.  A  much  smaller  machine  can 
then  be  used.  Other  reasons  for  crushing 
are:  If  automatic  stokers  cannot  handle  lumps 
over  three  inches  in  diameter,  large  lumps  will 
not  flow  through  chutes  from  overhead  bunk¬ 
ers  to  the  boiler  room  floor.  Lump  coal,  there¬ 
fore,  is  seldom  brought  to  the  boilers.  The 
most  usual  exception  is  when  coal  is  dumped 
from  railroad  cars  on  a  trestle  alongside  the 


boiler  house,  the  lumps  are  broken  by  hand 
by  the  fireman.  When  less  than  100  tons  per 
day  are  used  the  boilers  are  hand  fired,  a 
grate  can  be  used  instead  of  a  crusher.  The 
mesh  should  be  about  twelve  inches.  The  lumps 
must  then  be  broken  with  a  hammer  on  the 
grate.  Generally  ninety-five  per  cent  or  more 
of  the  coal  will  be  smaller  than  twelve  inches 
and  will  pass  the  grate.  Tire  labor  necessary 
to  break  the  large  lumps,  therefore,  is  not 
great. 

Crushers  usually  consist  of  two  rolls,  having 
a  large  number  of  blunt  teeth.  One  roll  is 
mounted  in  slide  bearings,  which  are  held  in 
place  either  by  heavy  springs  or  counter 
weights.  This  prevents  injury  to  crusher  when 


a  piece  of  iron  or  wood  falls  into  the  rolls.  As 
a  further  precaution,  it  is  customary  to  drive 
the  crusher  with  a  belt  instead  of  chain  or 
gears,  or  if  the  latter  are  used  a  safety  bearing 
pin  device  is  fitted  on  the  hub  of  crusher  driv¬ 
ing  gear. 

A  single  roll  is  sometimes  used,  the  break¬ 
ing  being  done  against  a  breaking  plate.  A 
single  roll  crusher  will  crush  larger  lumps  than 
double  rolls  of  the  same  diameter.  If  an  un¬ 
limited  supply  is  fed  to  the  crusher,  it  is  likely 
to  choke,  therefore  a  feeder  or  retarder  is 
usually  used  when  a  feeder  is  not  used.  The 
rolls  must  have  very  few  teeth. 

There  are  many  types  of  feeders  in  use.  A 
good  feeder  should  be  simple  and  rugged  in 
design  and  occupy  little  space.  It  is  also 
usually  essential  that  the  cap  should  be  large. 
It  should  be  possible  to  regulate  the  output 
within  certain  limits.  The  simplest  feeder 
probably  consists  of  a  reciprocating  horizontal 
plate  mounted  on  rollers  having  a  stroke  of 
four  to  six  inches.  Where  it  is  advisable  to 
carry  the  coal  for  a  distance  of  more  than  six 
feet,  then  an  endless  overlapping  slat  con¬ 
veyor  is  generally  used. 

If  the  coal  is  passed  over  a  three-inch  mesh 
inclined  screen  before  it  reaches  the  crusher 


most  of  the  fine  coal  can  be  taken  out.  This 
has  a  double  advantage.  If  all  the  coal  is 
allowed  to  go  through  the  crusher  that  por¬ 
tion  which  is  already  small  enough  is  reduced 
too  fine  for  good  results  under  the  boilers. 
Again,  a  smaller  crusher  can  be  used. 

Lumps  in  anthracite  coal  used  in  the  boiler 
house  do  not  exceed  one  inch  in  diameter.  A 
machine  of  the  minimum  carrying  capacity  can 
therefore  be  used. 

The  choice  of  a  transportation  device  for 
ashes  is  confined  to  a  very  few  devices,  be¬ 
cause  ashes  are  abrasive  and  sometimes  wet, 
and  other  times  red  hot.  The  abrasive  qual¬ 
ity  prohibits  the  use  of  any  type  of  scraper 
conveyor.  If  the  chain  is  in  contact  with  the 
ashes,  it  must  be  of  the  closed  joint  hard  brush 
type,  anfl  the  machine  as  short  and  simple  in 
construction  as  possible. 

In  the  pivoted  basket  carrier,  the  chains  are 
not  in  contact  with  the  ashes,  so  not  much 
harm  is  done.  A  machine  that  handles  both 
coal  and  ashes  is  liable  to  considerable  wear 
in  the  chain,  because  while  the  time  the  ma¬ 
chine  is  used  in  handling  ashes  is  short,  suffi¬ 
cient  grit  is  collected  in  the  joints  to  cut  the 
chains  while  it  is  carrying  coal.  A  belt  con¬ 
veyor  is  a  satisfactory  ash  conveyor  if  they 
are  not  hot. 

A  narrow  gauge  car  in  a  tunnel  below  the 
boilers  is  a  very  satisfactory  arrangement.  A 
skip  hoist  is  generally  employed  to  receive 
from  the  car  and  dump  the  ashes  into  an  over¬ 
head  bin  from  which  they  flow  by  gravity  to 
railroad  car  or  other  receptacle  for  removal. 


Communications. 


Concrete  Construction. 


Editor  The  Black  Diamond: 

New  York,  February  3/ — Referring  to  the  arti¬ 
cle  in  your  issue  of  January  25  upon  retail  coal 
pockets,  I  think  the  author  is  in  error  in  his 
comparisons  between  pockets  of  timber  and  con¬ 
crete  construction.  As  regards  the  lasting  quali¬ 
ties  of  concrete  structures,  while  it  may  be  true 
that  there  is  no  proof  as  yet  regarding  the  length 
of  life  of  steel  and  concrete  in  construction,  there 
is  no  question  that  such  a  structure  would  outlast 
one  built  of  timber  several  times  over. 

As  regards  relative  fire  risk,  there  is  very  little 
chance,  as  the  author  mentions,  of  the  fire  aris¬ 
ing  from  spontaneous  ignition  of  anthracite  coal 
contained  in  bins,  but  a  retail  coal  pocket  cer¬ 
tainly  is  subject  to  rather  unusual  fire  risk  in  case 
of  fires  in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  The  tim¬ 
bers  soon  become  dried  out  and  in  this  state 
particularly  when  surrounded  by  coal  in  a  finely 
pulverized  condition,  such  a  structure  is  a  very 
combustible  proposition.  With  a  concrete  struc¬ 
ture  destruction  from  such  causes  is  practically 
eliminated.  This  is  appreciated  by  the  insur¬ 
ance  companies  as  shown  by  the  great  difference 
of  rates  of  insurance  applying  to  timber  and  con¬ 
crete  pockets. 

Again,  even  were  a  fire  to  occur  in  the  coal 
contained  in  -a  concrete  coal  pocket,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  pocket  would  be  destroyed  thereby. 
Unless  the  heat  is  very  intense,  it  has  no  appre¬ 
ciable  effect  upon  this  material.  I  have  in  mind 
a  fifty-ton  concrete  ashes  storage  pocket  in  Long 
Island  City  where  the  contents  have  on  several 
occasions  been  actively  burning  so  that  the  re¬ 
taining  walls  were  practically  red  hot  without 
causing  any  apparent  damage. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  design  of  concrete  coal 
pockets  is  entirely  a  matter  of  guess  work.  The 
theory  relating  to  reinforced  concrete  construc¬ 
tion  is  well  worked  out  and  these  pockets  can 
be  built  with  the  same  safety  and  economy  in  de¬ 
sign  as  can  pockets  of  timber  construction.  The 
first  cost  will  run  probably  20  per  cent  higher, 
but  this  is  in  many  cases  more  than  counterbal¬ 
anced  by  the  decreased  insurance  and  maintenance 
charges.  Yours  truly 

Guarantee  Construction  Company, 

W.  G.  Hudson,  Vice-President. 


E.  Empey  of  Clinton,  Mo.,  has  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner,  S.  E.  Morrison,  in 
the  coal,  wood  and  feed  business  conducted  at 
that  town. 
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Enormous  Production  of  Coal  is  Recorded. 


Illinois  Again  the  Second  Producing  State— Complaints  of  Labor  Shortages  and  Car  Scarcity  Were  Gen¬ 
eral  but  the  Benefits  to  the  Market  were  Pronounced. 


By  Edward  W.  Parker. 


Returns  received  by  the  Geological  Survey 
indicate  that  the  production  of  coal  in  the 
United  States  in  1907  amounted  to  between 
450,000,000  and  460,000,000  short  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  about  ten  per  cent  over  the  record- 
breaking  output  of  1906. 

The  most  significant  increase  was  made  in 
the  production  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  in 
which  there  was  a  gain  of  over  twenty  per 
cent  if  the  record  of  shipments  as  reported  by 
the  Bureau  of  Anthracite  Coal  Statistics  may 
be  accepted  as  indicative  of  the  total  produc¬ 
tion;  and  since  the  shipments  amounted  to 
more  than  eighty-five  per  cent  _  of  the  total 
production  such  an  assumption  is  not  unrea¬ 
sonable. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  in  1907 
amounted  to  67,109,393  long  tons,  against  55,- 
698.595  long  tons  in  1906.  This  would  indicate 
a  total  production  for  the  year  of  approxi¬ 
mately  76,366,000  long  tons,  or  85,840,000  short 
tons.  An  interesting  feature  in  _  connection 
with  the  production  of  anthracite  in  1907  was 
the  fact  that  no  effect  on  the  trade  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  panic  that  began  in  October  and 
continued  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Not 
only  did  the  shipments  of  anthracite  continue 
practically  without  interruption,  but  the  rec¬ 
ords  show  that  the  shipments  for  November 
were  larger  than  in  any  other  November  in 
the  history  of  the  trade,  while  those  for  Octo¬ 
ber  were  the  largest  that  have  been  made  in 
any  single  month  in  the  last  four  years.  This 
record  shows  the  extent  to  which  anthracite 
has  been  eliminated  from  industrial  uses,  and 
indicates  that  practically  the  entire  produc¬ 
tion  is  consumed  for  domestic  purposes. 

Another  interesting  feature  shown  by  the 
anthracite  statistics  for  1907  is  the  steadying 
influence  of  the  policy  adopted  a  few  years 
ago  by  the  coal  mining  companies  of  dis¬ 
counting  prices  in  the  spring  and  summer 
months.  The  shipments  (excluding  a  Febru¬ 
ary  of  twenty-eight  days)  ranged  from  5,- 
249,946  long  tons  in  January  to  6,015,851  long 
tons  in  October,  and  the  average  monthly 
shipments  were  not  quite  5,600,000  tons.  This 
indicates  that  the  mines  were  operated  with 
remarkable  steadiness  month  by  month  and 
that  the  transportation  also  was  evenly  dis¬ 
tributed  throughout  the  year. 

There  is  no  such  reliable  method  of  ap¬ 
proximately  computing  the  total  production 
of  bituminous  coal  as  exists  for  anthracite, 
but  letters  received  from  a  number  of  the 
larger  operators  and  from  state  officials  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  total  production  of  bituminous 
coal  in  1907  exceeded  that  of  the  previous 
year  by  seven  to  ten  per  cent.  The  increases 
were  rather  unevenly  distributed  and  were  in¬ 
fluenced  by  several  causes.  In  the  eastern 
states,  where  large  quantities  of  bituminous 
coal  are  used  in  coke  making  and  for  other  in¬ 
dustrial  purposes,  the  financial  stress  in  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year  was  peculiarly 
felt,  and  in  some  districts  was  so  pronounced 
that  the  increases  recorded  during  the  first 
nine  months  of  the  year  were  to  a  large  ex¬ 
tent  wiped  out.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  dis¬ 
turbances  in  financial  circles  the  production  of 
bituminous  coal  in  1907  would  probably  have 
shown  an  increase  almost  comparable  with 
the  gain  in  anthracite  production.  It  is  al¬ 
most  certain  that  the  increase  in  bituminous 
production  would  have  amounted  to  fifteen 
per  cent  and  that  the  total  would  have  been 
between  390,000,000  and  400,000,000  short  tons. 
As  it  is,  the  production  will  probably  fall 
about  25,000,000  tons  short  of  that  figure. 

Labor  and  Car  Supply. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1907  there 
was  the  same  complaint  of  shortage  of  cars 
which  has  been  made  during  the  last  few 


years,  and  owing  also  to  the  demand  for  and 
the  high  prices  paid  to  labor  in  other  lines  of 
industry,  there  was  a  general  scarcity  of 
miners  and  other  workers  in  the  bituminous 
coal  mining  districts.  After  October  there 
was  a  plentiful  supply  of  both  cars  and  labor. 
As  compared  with  1906,  however,  there  was 
some  improvement  in  transportation  facilities, 
and  those  familiar  with  the  trade  realize  that 
•if  a  sufficient  number  of  cars  could  have  been 
furnished  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  pro¬ 
ducers,  the  production  would  soon  have  been 
far  in  excess  of  the  demand,  with  the  usual 
demoralization  which  such  a  condition  entails. 

The  coal-mining  industry  in  both  anthracite 
and  bituminous  circles  -was  almost  entirely 
free  from  labor  troubles  during  1907,  both 
operators  and  miners,  where  the  wage  scales 
were  signed  with  the  union,  showing  a  dis¬ 
position  to  live  up  to  contracts.  An  important 
gain  made  by  the  miners’  union,  known  as  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  was  the 


Edward  W.  Parker. 

extension  of  its  control  to  the  majority  of  the 
larger  producing  mines  in  some  of  the  states 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  region.  This  change 
was  effected  about  the  first  of  September,  at 
which  time  the  hours  per  day  in  the  mines 
which  went  under  the  union  rules  were  re¬ 
duced  from  ten  to  eight,  and  in  many  of  these 
mines  the  rate  of  wages  was  increased  at  the 
same  time. 

Pennsylvania  Output. 

At  practically  all  the  mines  in  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  district  of  central  Pennsylvania  there 
was,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  an 
unprecedented  shortage  of  miners  and  other 
employes  as  well  as  a  marked  shortage  of  rail¬ 
road  cars.  If,  however,  there  had  been  no 
scarcity  of  miners  or  cars  it  is  believed  that 
many  of  the  mines  would  have  been  compelled 
to  run  on  reduced  time,  as  the  productive 
capacity  in  central  Pennsylvania  has  increased 
so  rapidly  within  the  last  few  years  that  it 
would  have  required  even  greater  industrial 
demand  than  existed  in  1907  to  keep  all  the 
mines  running  to  their  full  capacity.  The 
scarcity  of  cars  and  labor  enabled  the  pro¬ 
ducers  to  maintain  prices  during  the  summer 
at  the  highest  level  known  in  normal  times. 


With  the  money  troubles  in  October  the 
demand  #  for  coal  fell  off,  prices  naturally 
slumped,  and  the  operators  found  it  difficult 
to  get  rid  of  any  but  the  highest  and  best- 
known  grades.  Some  good  coal  is  reported 
as  having  been  offered  at  80  cents  a  ton,  f.  o.  b. 
at  the  mines. 

In  the  Beech  Creek  district  of  Pennsylvania 
the  demand  for  coal  continued  heavy  and 
regular  up  to  December,  accompanied,  how¬ 
ever,  by  the  usual  complaint  of  inadequate  car 
supply.  This  region  was  also  entirely  free 
from  labor  troubles  except  for  the  scarcity  of 
men.  In  the  Connellsville  district  and  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  state  the  transporta¬ 
tion  facilities  were  somewhat  improved  over 
1906,  but  the  financial  depression  was  more 
quickly  and  more  severely  felt  than  in  other 
districts,  and  although  the  production  showed 
some  increase  for  the  year,  it  was  in  less  pro¬ 
portion  than  in  other  districts  of  the  state. 

Ohio  Production. 

George  Harrison,  chief  inspector  of  mines 
of  Ohio,  estimates  the  production  for  that 
state  to  have  been  about  30,000,000  tons,  which 
is  equivalent  to  an  increase  of  somewhat  less 
than  ten  per  cent  over  that  of  the  preceding 
year.  As  in  other  states  the  industry  in  Ohio 
was  not  affected  by  labor  troubles  or  strikes 
of  any  consequence  which  would  materially 
curtail  the  output.  Mining  in  the  Hocking 
Valley  district  was  interrupted  for  a  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  spring  by  disastrous  floods,  but  this 
interruption  did  not  result  in  serious  loss  to 
the  mines.  The  car  supply  in  Ohio  was  more 
saisfactory  than  in  some  of  the  other  states, 
the  transportation  companies  seeming  to  be 
able  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  them. 
The  average  of  prices  throughout  the  year 
was  highly  satisfactory  to  the  operators. 
While  Ohio  was  not  included  in  the  states 
that  recorded  serious  accidents  involving 
much  loss  of  life,  the  death  rate  was  higher 
than  that  of  any  other  previous  year.  Mr. 
Harrison  states  that  the  fatal  accidents  will 
show  an  increase  of  about  twenty  per  cent 
over  the  preceding  year,  a  rate  entirely  dis¬ 
proportionate  to  the  increase  in  tonnage  or  in 
the  number  of  men  employed. 

The  Southern  Appalachian  District. 

In  Maryland  and  Virginia  the  coal-mining 
industry  does  not  seem  to  have  been  seriously 
affected  by  the  monetary  disturbances.  There 
were  no  serious  labor  troubles  and  both  car 
and  labor  supply  were  fairly  good.  In  West 
Virginia  business  was  exceptionally  active,  the 
demand  for  coal  being  considerably  in  excess 
of  the  labor  to  produce  or  the  cars  to  trans¬ 
port  it,  but  West  Virginia,  being  one  of  the 
producers  of  high-grade  steaming  and  coking 
coals  the  influence  of  the  monetary  disturb¬ 
ances  was  keenly  felt.  Coke  making  fell  off 
quickly  when  the  panic  began,  and  at  the  close 
of  December,  1907,  the  outlook  for  the  new 
year  was  very  discouraging;  in  fact  it  is  re¬ 
ported  that  the  operators  do  not  expect  in 
1908  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  business 
which  was  recorded  in  1907. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  West  Virginia  was 
more  seriously  affected  by  the  financial  flurry 
than  was  her  rival  state,  Illinois,  it  is  possible 
that  the  statistics  of  production  when  com¬ 
pleted  will  show  that  Illinois  has  again  as¬ 
sumed  second  place  (next  to  Pennsylvania)  in 
the  rank  of  coal-producing  states. 

In  eastern  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ala¬ 
bama  the  production  in  1907  is  estimated  to 
have  been  about  ten  per  cent  in  excess  of  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  This  would  have  been 
considerably  greater  in  spite  of  the  financial 
flurry  had  the  ordinary  weather  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  November  and  December.  The  first  nine 
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months  of  the  year  in  this  region,  as  in  other 
sections  of  the  country,  were  highly  favorable 
to  the  trade  and  the  monetary  disturbances  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  while  exercising  a 
baneful  influence,  would  not  have  been  so  dis¬ 
astrous  if  the  weather  had  been  seasonable. 
It  is  reported  that  labor  for  the  first  eight 
months  of  the  year  was  scarce,  independent, 
and  unsatisfactory,  many  of  the  better  miners 
having,  because  of  the  demand  for  labor  in 
less  exacting  classes  of  employment,  left  the 
coal  fields  and  obtained  employment  else¬ 
where. 

During  1906  many  new  developments  were 
started  in  the  coal-mining  districts  of  south¬ 
eastern  Kentucky,  but  several  of  these  were 
not  fully  opened  up  until  last  year.  This  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  further  division  of  an  already  lim¬ 
ited  car  supply,  and  while  there  was  an  in¬ 
crease  in  production  for  the  state,  many  of  the 
older  operations  will  show  a  decrease,  as  the 
car  supply  at  many  of  the  older  mines  has  not 
averaged  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  needs, 
and  in  addition  to  this  the  miners  are  disposed 
to  seek  employment  in  the  newer  operations, 
where  access  to  the  working  places  is  easier 
than  in  the  older  mines. 

The  operations  in  eastern  Tennessee  are 
carried  on  under  the  handicap  of  having  their 
market  common  and  accordingly  competitive 
with  the  coal  from  Alabama  and  southeastern 
Kentucky.  About  forty  per  cent  of  the  output 
of  the  state  is  used  for  railroad  fuel  and  fifteen 
per  cent  is  absorbed  by  a  restricted  local  mar¬ 
ket- — that  is.  in  eastern  Tennessee.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  product  goes  to  the  competitive 
markets  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Georgia,  and 
North  and  South  Carolina.  In  addition  to  the 
mild  weather  of  November  and  December, 
causing  a  decrease  in  the  coal  used  for  do¬ 
mestic  purposes,  monetary  disturbances  so 
affected  the  iron  market  that  coke  could  not 
be  sold  at  a  profit.  This  forced  many  large 
mines  in  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Alabama, 
,and  Tennessee  to  market  as  steam  coal  a  por¬ 
tion  of  their  product  which  pievious  to  that 
time  had  been  coked. 

In  Alabama  labor  of  all  kinds  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  scarce  in  1907  as  in  1906.  The  year  1907 
opened  with  an  unprecedented  demand  for 
coal,  but  the  output  was  kept  back  because  of 
the  labor  shortage  and  the  scarcity  of  cars  on 
many  of  the  railroads.  During  the  second 
part  of  the  year  the  car  supply  was  improved 
and  by  the  end  of  the  third  quarter,  with  a 
slackened  demand,  the  supply  was  sufficient. 
During  the  last  quarter  a  large  number  of  iron 
furnaces  went  out  of  blast,  coke  ovens  were 
cooled,  and  the  consumption  of  coal  was  de¬ 
creased  approximately  one-half.  In  the  latter 
part  of  1906  and  the  first  few  months  of  1907 
some  of  the  highest  prices  ever  obtained  for 
Alabama  coal  were  reached,  $2  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  at 
the  mines  being  quoted  during  that  time.  It  is 
estimated  that  up  to  October  1  the  production 
of  Alabama  was  about  one  million  tons  ahead 
of  the  output  to  the  same  date  in  1906,  but 
much  of  this  increase  was  lost  during  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year;  yet  notwithstanding 
this  falling  off  in  the  latter  part  of  1907  the 
year  will  compare  favorably  with  any  of  its 
predecessors. 

The  Eastern  Interior  Field. 

The  Eastern  Interior  region,  which  com¬ 
prises  the  coal  fields  of  the  Mississippi  Valley 
east  of  the  river — that  is,  those  of  Illinois,  In¬ 
diana  and  western  Kentucky — was  not  so  seri¬ 
ously  affected  by  the  financal  flurry  as  were 
the  states  of  the  Appalachian  region.  The  re¬ 
port  of  the  statistics  collected  by  David  Ross, 
Secretary  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of 
Illinois,  shows  that  the  production  of  that 
state  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907, 
amounted  to  about  46,658,875  tons,  which  was 
an  increase  of  more  than  8,300,000  tons  over 
the  production  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 
The  year  1905-6,  however,  included  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  months  which  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  the  suspension  in  the  spring  of  1906, 
and  during  this  period  the  production  was  un¬ 
usually  large.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  production 
of  the  last  half  of  1907  was  as  large  as  that  of 
the  same  period  in  1906. 

The  question  whether  Illinois  or  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  occupied  second  place  in  the  coal-pro¬ 


ducing  states  in  1907  can  not  be  answered  un¬ 
til  the  final  tabulation  is  made  of  the  returns 
for  the  calendar  year.  Some  estimates  place 
the  figures  in  Illinois  for  1907  at  ten  to  fif¬ 
teen  per  cent  over  those  for  1906.  This  would 
put  the  production  between  45,500,000  tons  and 
and  48,000.000  tons;  others  estimate  the  in¬ 
crease  at  8,000,000  to  10,000,000  tons,  which 
would  make  the  production  for  1907  about  50,- 
000,000  tons.  The  usual  complaint  of  car 
shortage  was  freely  made,  but  the  car  supply 
was  undoubtedly  better  than  in  previous  years. 
The  southern  portion  of  the  state  suffered 
more  than  the  northern  from  car  shortage, 
largely  for  the.  reason  that  the  greatest  in¬ 
crease  in  production  was  also  in  the  southern 
counties  of  the  state.  The  northern  part  of 
the  state  suffered  more  than  the  southern  por¬ 
tion  from  the  scarcity  of  miners,  the  coal  beds 
being  thinner  in  the  northern  section  and 
thicker  in  the  southern  section,  the  miners  nat¬ 
urally  drifting  to  the  mines  where  the  larger 
tonnage  and  consequently  more  wages  could 
be  secured  for  the  same  amount  of  work  ex¬ 
pended. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  mine  labor¬ 
ers  because  of  the  operators’  inability  to  pro¬ 
cure  currency  for  pay  rolls  and  the  unwilling¬ 
ness  of  miners  to  accept  checks  or  clearing¬ 
house  certificates  in  payment  of  their  wages. 
This  resulted  in  numerous  shut-downs,  which 
were,  however,  not  of  long  duration,  and  the 
banks  having  resumed  furnishing  currency  by 
the  latter  part  of  December  no  further  trou¬ 
ble  was  experienced. 

According  to  the  state  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  1907,  the  selling  price  of  coal  for  Illinois 
was  less  than  one-half  cent  per  ton  in  excess 
of  the  price  for  1906.  Some  of  the  operators 
state  that  the  cost  of  mining  increased  oyer 
three  cents  per  ton,  and  that  a  corresponding 
increase  in  day  labor  and  the  increase  in  the 
cost  of  all  kinds  of  supplies  made  the  total  in¬ 
crease  in  cost  of  mining  four  and  one-half 
cents  per  ton.  One  thing  which  caused  some 
apprehension  was  the  decision  of  the  railroads 
to  increase  the  rate  ten  cents  per  ton  on  all 
coal  going  to  Chicago,  but  after  conference 
with  the  operators  the  railroads  reconsidered 
this  action.  A  reduction  by  the  Big  Four  Rail¬ 
road  of  five  cents  per  ton  in  the  rate  from 
Harrisburg  to  Chicago  brought  another  field 
into  competition  for  the  market. 

Indiana  Output. 

Tn  Indiana  the  conditions  throughout  the 
year  were  the  most  satisfactory  in  the  history 
of  the  coal  mining  industry.  It  was  not  until 
late  in  November  that  the  monetary  disturb¬ 
ances  began  to  affect  coal  mining,  but  from 
November  25  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  ton¬ 
nage  at  a  number  of  mines  was  reduced  to 
about  fifty  per  cent  of  what  it  had  been  prior 
to  the  former  date.  The  total  production  for 
the  state  is  estimated  to  have  increased  about 
fifteen  per  cent  over  that  of  1906,  and  one 
reliable  authority  states  that  except  for  the 
shortage  of  car  supply,  labor  troubles,  and  the 
effects  of  the  monetary  disturbance  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  there  would  have  been  a  further  increase 
of  about  ten  per  cent.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
labor  troubles  occasioned  a  shortage  of  only 
250,000  tons,  or  about  one  and  eight-tenths 
per  cent;  furthermore,  that  the  deficiency  in 
car  supply  caused  a  shortage  in  production  of 
about  600,000  tons,  or  about  four  and  thirty- 
one  hundredths  per  cent,  and  the  panic  a  short¬ 
age  of  500,000  tons,  or  three  and  six-tenths 
per  cent.  Freight  rates  in  general  have  been 
equalized  and  improved  from  the  operators’ 
point  of  view,  this  being  due  to  a  consider¬ 
able  extent  to  the  efforts  of  the  Indiana  Rail¬ 
road  Commission.  The  effects  of  the  mone¬ 
tary  disturbance  in  Indiana,  as  in  Illinois,  were 
shown  principally  in  the  inability  of  the  oper¬ 
ators  to  procure  currency  for  pay  rolls,  but 
this  was  not  general. 

The  production  in  the  western  coal  field  of 
Kentucky  will  not  show  the  same  increase  as 
that  of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  although  the  work  at  the  mines  of  the 
latter  states  were  suspended  in  the  spring  of 
1906,  the  mines  of  Kentucky  were  operated 
with  more  than  the  usual  activity  to  meet 


the  suspension  caused  in  the  more  northern 
states.  The  uninterrupted  activity  in  Illinois 
and  Indiana  during  1907  reacted  upon  the  in¬ 
dustry  in  western  Kentucky,  with  the  result 
that  this  latter  district  will  show  comparatively 
little  increase  over  the  record-breaking  ton¬ 
nage  of  1906.  Owing  to  the  suspension  of 
work  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  in  the  spring  of 
1906,  the  western  district  of  Kentucky  showed 
an  increase  in  production  over  the  previous 
year  of  nearly  1,000,000  tons,  and  if  this  big 
production  is  as  much  as  maintained  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  field  will  have  made  a  creditable 
showing  in  1907. 

The  year  1907  was  an  exceptional  one  in 
the  coal  mining  industry  of  Michigan.  A 
good  supply  of  cars  for  shipment  is  reported, 
as  are  also  an  excellent  demand  for  coal,  no 
labor  troubles,  and  satisfactory  freight  rates 
over  the  railroads.  Inability  to  obtain  suffi¬ 
cient  labor  to  run  the  mines  to  their  full  capac¬ 
ity  has  been  the  only  drawback. 

The  monetary  troubles  had  not  affected  the 
coal  mining  industry  of  Michigan  up  to  the 
close  of  the  year.  Employes  were  all  paid  in 
currency,  and  operators  reported  that  collec¬ 
tions  from  customers  were  never  better.  The 
Commissioner  of  Labor,  M.  J.  McLeod,  esti¬ 
mates  that  the  production  for  1907  will  be 
nearly  2,000,000  tons.  This  is  equivalent  to  an 
increase  of  about  50  per  cent  over  that  of 
1906,  when  the  output  was  1,346,338  tons. 

In  addition  to  the  exceptionally  large  ton¬ 
nage,  the  prices  were  at  a  high  level.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  new  mines  were  opened  in  1907  and  at 
the  close  of  the  year  were  working  to  their 
full  capacity. 


Lake  Commerce. 


Lake  commerce  during  the  1907  season,  as 
measured  by  the  volume  of  shipments  from 
the  various  lake  ports  and  reported  by  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Labor,  reached  the  unprece¬ 
dented  total  of  83,387,919  net  tons.  This  total 
is  almost  ten  per  cent  larger  than  the  corre¬ 
sponding  1906  total  and  about  twenty  per  cent 
in  excess  of  the  1905  shipments.  The  increase 
is  due  mainly  to  the  larger  ore  and  coal  ship¬ 
ments,  though  the  movement  of  grain  and  mis¬ 
cellaneous  merchandise  likewise  shows  larger 
totals  than  for  the  preceding  seasons,  the  only 
items  showing  smaller  shipments  being  lum¬ 
ber  and  flour. 

The  iron  ore  shipments,  by  lake,  for  the 
year,  exclusive  of  about  275,000  tons  exported 
to  Canada,  were  40,727,972  gross  tons;  the 
largest  shipping  ports,  in  the  order  of  their 
importance,  were  Duluth,  credited  with  13,- 
326,527  gross  tons;  Two  Harbors,  with  8,051,’- 
328  gross  tons;  Superior-West  Superior,  with 
7,231,074  gross  tons;  Escanaba,  with  5,594,708 
grpss  tons;  Ashland,  with  3,395,574;  Marquette, 
with  1,699,845,  and  Presque  Isle,  with  1,267,731 
gross  tons.  The  greater  part  of  this  ore, 
namely,  35,230,293  gross  tons,  was  received  at 
the  Lake  Erie  ports  of  Ashtabula,  Cleveland, 
Conneaut,  Buffalo  and  North  Tonawanda, 
Lorain,  Fairport,  Erie,  Toledo,  Huron,  and 
Sandusky;  the  rest  is  credited  mainly  to  Chi- 
cago,  Indiana  Harbor,  Milwaukee  and  Detroit. 
Over  50  per  cent  of  the  total  shipments  are 
credited  to  the  two  ports  of  Duluth  and  Su¬ 
perior. 

The  eastward  grain  movement  for  the  sea¬ 
son  included  63,349,585  bushels  of  wheat  com¬ 
pared  with  47,726,778  bushels  shipped  during 
the  1906  season,  the  main  shipping  ports,  in  the 
order  of  their  importance,  being  Duluth,  Su¬ 
perior  and  Chicago,  which  are  credited  in  the 
aggregate,  with  over  ninety-three  per  cent  of 
the  total  wheat  shipments  by  lake.  The  corn 
shipments,  44,355,990  bushels,  about  ninety-one 
per  cent  of  which  originated  in  Chicago,  were 
somewhat  larger  than  the  1906  shipments  of 
43,531,540  bushels. 

The  shipments  of  oats,  20,680,188  bushels, 
mainly  from  Manitowoc,  Milwaukee  and  Chi¬ 
cago,  were  thirty-eight  per  cent  below  the  1906 
total,  while  the  barley  shipments,  13,564,074 
bushels,  mainly  from  Superior  and  Milwaukee, 
show  a  twenty-six  per  cent  decrease  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  1906  figures. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


Major  A.  W.  Horton,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company  returned  this  week  from  an  eastern  trip 
which  included  Buffalo,  Cleveland  and  several 
other  eastern  points. 

President  Ferguson  of  the  Clinton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Clinton,  Indiana,  was  among  tne  recent  visi¬ 
tors  (o  the  Chicago  coal  trade,  spending  several 
days  here  the  latter  part  of  last  week. 

G.  M.  Woodward,  manager  of  the  New  River- 
Kanawha  Fuel  Company,  left  this  week  for  a  trip 
through  the  south,  which  will  include  a  short  va¬ 
cation  in  Cuba  before  he  returns  to  Chicago.  He 
expects  to  be  gone  about  a  month. 

A  Bement,  member  of  the  Board  of  Consulting 
Engineers  to  the  Chicago  Smoke  Abatement  Com¬ 
mission,  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Coal 
Stoking  and  Anti-Smoke  Committee  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Coal  Operators’  Association. 

Jensen  &  Reinens  have  purchased  the  coal  yard 
and  property  of  F.  M.  Butts,  No.  1045  North  For¬ 
tieth  avenue.  Jensen  &  Reinens  were  formerly 
in  the  retail  coal  business  at  No.  1193  West  North 
avenue  under  the  firm  name  of  William  M.  Jensen 
&  Company. 

Ira  E.  Stevens,  the  Chicago  representative 
of  the  Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Company,  of 
Barnesville,  Ohio,  has  been  distributing  to  the 
trade  this  week  a  splendidly  printed  calendar 
which  contains  some  illustrations  of  the  types 
of  mining  cars  produced  by  this  company. 

The  Superior  Coal  Company’s  mine  No.  2,  lo¬ 
cated  three  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Gillespie,  Ill., 
recently  hoisted  3,477  tons  of  coal  in  an  eight- 
hour  day.  At  the  same  mine  the  hoist  averaged 
3,038  tons  daily  for  six  consecutive  days.  The 
engines  used  at  this  mine  are  a  pair  of  24x36  inch, 
with  a  7-foot  diameter  drum,  and  were  furnished 
by  the  Litchfield  (Ill.)  Foundry  and  Machine 
Company.  The  depth  of  the  shaft  is  400  feet. 

J.  E.  Babel,  of  Babel  &  Enck,  Naperville,  Illi¬ 
nois,  has  retired  from  business,  having  sold  his 
interest  in  the  above  mentioned  firm  to  J.  Gren- 
del.  Mr.  Babel  was  in  Chicago  on  Wednesday, 
calling  on  the  trade,  and  announced  that  busi¬ 
ness  in  his  particular  territory  was  in  fine  shape 
with  the  exception  of  collections,  which  are  not 
at  all  satisfactory.  He  says  that  in  September, 
October  and  November  his  firm  put  out  more 
coal  than  ever  in  the  history  of  that  concern. 

Among  the  visitors  in  Chicago  on  Wednesday 
were  H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company  of  Columbus,  and  E.  E. 
Heiner,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Company.  In  com¬ 
menting  on  conditions  in  the  Hocking  Valley,  Mr. 
H.  H.  Heiner  said  it  was  conspicuous  that  the 
daily  newspapers  in  his  territory  were  calling 
attention  to  all  of  the  revivals  in  business  which 
are  comparatively  few,  and  leaving  unnoticed  the 
further  suspensions  in  industrial  concerns  which 
seemed  to  be  increasing.  He  believes  that  the 
outlook  is  not  for  a  strenuous  business  year  and 
consequently  is  trimming  his  sails  accordingly. 

Arthur  MacBride  of  the  MacBride  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  has  been  laid  up  for  several  days  this 
week  with  a  “bum”  foot.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  Chicago  trade  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
one  time  railroad  man  contracted  some  bad  per¬ 
sonal  habits  when  he  was  in  the  railroad  busi¬ 
ness  and  is  suffering  from  the  gout.  Mr.  Mac¬ 
Bride  enters  a  general  demurrer  and  produces 
testimony  in  rebuttal,  which  lays  the  blame  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  amount  of  hustling  which  it  has 
been  necessary  to  do  in  the  last  few  months  to 
keep  coal  moving  in  the  Chicago  trade,  and  says 
the  responsibility  for  his  present  condition  is 
entirely  with  a  heavy  pair  of  walking  shoes  and 
the  terrific  condition  of  Chicago  streets. 

Suit  was  filed  in  the  Federal  court  at  Topeka 
Kas.,  last  week  by  five  banks,  three  of  which  were 
wrecked  by  the  Devlin  failure,  to  contest  the  valid¬ 
ity  of  $243,000  of  Devlin  Coal  Company  bonds  held 
by  the  Santa  Fe  railroad  and  about  to  be  taken  up 
by  the  Devlin  trustees.  It  is  asserted  that  Devlin 
never  received  any  consideration  from  the  Santa 
Fe  for  the  bonds  as  president  of  the  Devlin  Coal 
Company,  but  as  an  individual,  previous  to  the 


formation  of  the  company.  Depositors  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Topeka,  the  Toluca  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Toluca  and  the  Spring  Valley  bank, 
of  Spring  Valley,  Ill.,  will  benefit  if  the  bonds 
are  held  invalid. 

Charles  E.  Lester,  New  York  City,  the  popular 
imperial  modoc  of  the  Order  Kokoal,  is  to  make 
a  western  trip  early  in  March  and  plans  have 
already  been  completed  to  celebrate  the  occasion 
with  two  grand  koruskations.  Scout  J.  S.  Van 
Epps  will  hold  one  at  Cleveland  on  Friday  even¬ 
ing,  March  6,  and  the  Chicago  Kokoals  will  rally 
nuder  the  leadership  of  Scout  “Bob”  Cantelyou 
on  Monday  evening,  March  9.  Considerable 
friendly  rivalry  has  already  been  raised  between 
the  two  states  as  to  which  will  carry  off  the  record 
of  having  the  largest  attendance.  Mr.  Lester  won  a 
host  of  friends  at  the  Pittsburgh  pow  wow  last 
July  and  the  western  Kokoals  who  have  heard  so 
many  favorable  reports  as  to  his  ability  and  mag¬ 
netic  personality  are  anxious  to  meet  him  and  do 
him  honor.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  there  will 
be  a  big  turnout  in  both  cities  and  it  is  a  safe 
wager  that  Modoc  Lester  will  return  to  New  York 
with  glowing  accounts  of  the  friendliness  and 
boosting  proclivities  of  the  western  Kokoals  . 

The  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  has 
been  trying  for  some  time  to  obtain  a  specific 
case  upon  which  it  could  bring  suit  against  the 
railroad  to  establish  precedent  that  a  trans¬ 
portation  company  has  no  right  to  assess  de¬ 
murrage  charges  when,  owing  to  the  railroad 
frailties,  the  cars  are  unnecessarily  delayed  in 
transit,  and  become  bunched  at  delivery  so  as 
to  exceed  the  unloading  facilities  of  the  con¬ 
signee  within  the  free  time  allowed  by  the 
railroad.  It  was  believed  that  just  such  a  case 
presented  itself  within  the  last  two  weeks,  but 
upon  investigation  the  proof,  which  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  present  to  the  court, 
was  not  obtainable  because  the  records  had  not 
been  properly  kept.  The  association,  how¬ 
ever,  has  found  another  case,  that  of  the  Reyn¬ 
olds  Coal  Company,  which  will  now  be  taken 
up  and  pushed  before  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commisison,  the  hope  being  to  establish  the 
principle  outlined  above.  The  association  has 
directed  that  Attorney  Condon  file  a  formal 
complaint  with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission,  thus  obtaining  a  hearing  and  a  pos¬ 
sible  ruling. 

Reports  have  been  going  the  rounds  for  the 
last  two  or  three  weeks  without  any  really 
material  developments  that  big  industrial  con¬ 
cerns  in  the  west  are  beginning  to  store  coal 
against  a  possible  strike  or  a  shut-down  of  the 
mines  after  April  1.  One  of  the  first  concrete 
instances  of  this  character  comes  in  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  Metropolitan  Elevated  railroad 
has  begun  storing  coal  in  large  quantities  at  its 
plant  at  Fifty-second  street.  The  company  has 
just  put  in  a  new  siding  and  a  storage  space 
there  and  has  been  laying  in  a  stock  of  Illi¬ 
nois  coal  from  three-inch  nut  down.  A  good 
deal  of  this  material  appears  to  be  the  finer 
grades  of  coal.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Commonwealth-Edison  Company  a  short  time 
ago  discovered  that  Illinois  screenings  could 
not  be  stored  for  an  indefinite  period  without 
firing  it  is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  the 
Metropolitan  Elevated  does  not  intend  to  store 
this  coal  for  an  indefinite  time  but  merely  to 
make  itself  secure  over  whatever  period  of 
mine  suspension  is  likely  to  be  seen  this  spring. 
As  a  general  rule,  however,  the  industrial  com¬ 
panies  of  the  west  have  not  been  sufficiently 
scared  over  the  possibilities  of  a  strike  to  be¬ 
gin  storing  large  quantities  of  coal. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  which  was  held  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  it  was  decided  by  an  almost  unani¬ 
mous  vote  to  instruct  the  board  of  trustees 
working  in  conjunction  with  Attorney  Condon 
to  prepare  and  file  articles  of  incorporation 
under  the  laws  of  Illinois.  When  the  Chicago 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  was  first  formed, 
acting  under  the  advice  of  Attorney  Mayer,  no 


incorporation  papers  were  taken  out  because 
Mr.  Mayer  was  under  the  impression  that  pos¬ 
sibly  something  might  develop  in  this  associa¬ 
tion  which  would  not  bear  the  light  of  a  rigid 
investigation  by  the  officers  of  the  law.  In 
that  he  failed  to  understand  the  purpose  of 
the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association.  The 
officers  at  that  time  and  the  board  of  directors 
did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  incorporate 
because  few  questions  of  responsibility  were 
likely  to  be  raised.  But  since  the  association 
has  been  expanding  in  the  last  year  and  since 
it  now  proposes  to  go  into  the  courts  and  fight 
for  the  rights  of  the  coal  dealers  in  general 
an  incorporation  is  thought  necessary  first  to 
eliminate  the  liabilities  and  second  to  protect 
the  officers  of  the  association  from  individual 
embarrassment.  Under  an  association  any 
creditor  of  the  association  can  sue  any  one  of 
the  members  and  obtain  a  judgment.  In  order 
for  the  individual  member  to  reimburse  himself 
it  would  be  necessary  that  he  sue  each  of  the 
other  members  for  his  share  of  the  responsi¬ 
bility.  Under  certain  circumstances,  when  the 
association  makes  a  contract  with  any  particu¬ 
lar  individual  or  concern,  only  those  who  vote 
in  the  assent  are  supposed  to  be  liable  for  their 
share  of  the  burden  imposed.  Under  an  incor¬ 
porated  body  the  burden  and  responsibilities 
fall  equally  upon  all  members  and  consequently 
it  has  been  decided  to  incorporate  the  associa¬ 
tion  but  specify  it  is  not  a  concern  in  business 
for  profit.  The  details  of  working  out  this  in¬ 
corporation  have  been  left  to  the  executive 
committee  with  power  to  act. 


New  Manager  Appointed. 


The  Zeigler  District  Colliery  Company,  Roan¬ 
oke  building,  announced  the  appointment,  this 
week,  of  Frank  J.  Browning  as  general  manager 
of  sales,  succeeding  W.  P.  McMillan.  Mr.  Brown- 


Frank  J.  Browning. 

ing  has  a  host  of  friends  in  the  Chicago  and  west¬ 
ern  trade  who  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  his  new 
connection.  Although  comparatively  young  in 
years,  he  is  considered  one  of  the  old-timers  in 
the  coal  business,  having  been  connected  with  the 
Silver  Creek  &  Morris  Coal  Company  as  far 
back  as  1888. 

He  remained  with  this  concern  until  it  was 
absorbed  by  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal.& 
Iron  Company  in  1892.  The  Sunday  Creek  Coal 
Company  then  procured  his  services  and  he  re¬ 
mained  with  this  company  until  the  first  of  July, 
1905,  when  he  went  with  the  Youghiogheny  <& 
Lehigh  Coal  Company.  He  remained  with  this 
corporation  and  with  its  successor,  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  until  last  year. 

The  Zeigler  District  Colliery  Company  has  a 
modern  mine  adjoining  the  town  of  Christopher, 
Ill.  It  has  two  railroad  connections,  the  Illinois 
Central  and  the  Burlington,  and  is  prepared  to 
take  good  care  of  the  trade  in  the  northwest.  The 
mine  is  getting  out  at  present  about  a  thousand 
tons  per  day,  which  will  be  increased  later  on  to 
2,500  tons,  the  capacity  of  the  operation. 
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If  the  production  of  coal  in  Illinois  is  going  to  con- 
Carrying  Illinois  tinue  to  increase  at  the  enormous  rate  shown  for  the 

Coal  by  Water  'ast  two  or  t^iree  years  b  >s  going  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  market  for  this  fuel  should  be 
broadened  unless  further  unnecessary  sacrificing  of  value  is  to  be  seen. 
The  great  difficulty  with  Illinois  today  is  not  the  absence  of  cars,  not  the 
scarcity  of  labor  and  not  any  arbitrary  dominance  of  mining  conditions 
by  the  labor  unions,  but  an  apparent  overproduction  of  coal,  the  narrow¬ 
ness  of  the  market  being  considered. 

The  production  of  Illinois  coal  for  1907  was  over  46,000,000  tons.  This 
was  practically  a  gain  of  10,000,000  tons  over  the  preceding  year,  and  the 
result  of  this  overproduction  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  average  price  per 
ton  was  about  $1.02.  Illinois  industries  are  not  growing  at  such  a  rate  as 
would  warrant  the  absorption  of  this  increased  output.  The  longer  Illi¬ 
nois  keeps  up  this  overproduction  the  lower  its  prices  are  bound  to  go 
under  the  operation  of  the  law  of  supply  and  demand,  unless  the  state 
operators  find  a  broader  market  for  their  fuel.  This  statement  is  pre¬ 
eminently  true  and  is  acknowledged  as  such  by  every  man  in  the  business. 

This  year  the  voters  of  Illinois  are  going  to  decide  whether  the  state 
will  authorize  a  bond  issue  of  $20,000,000  to  extend  the  Chicago  Drainage 
Canal  and  thus  give  fourteen  feet  of  water  over  practically  all  of  the  route 
between  Chicago  and  Peoria.  After  Illinois  has  decided  what  it  proposes 
to  do  the  federal  government  will  take  action  relative  to  the  extension  of 
this  fourteen-foot  channel  all  the  way  to  the  Gulf.  The  action  of  Illinois 
in  extending  the  Chicago  Drainage  Canal  would  be  useless  to  the  coal 
operator  unless  this  were  followed  up  by  the  proposed  government  action  of 
deepening  the  Mississippi  river. 

The  principal  obstacle  in  the  way  of  extending  the  market  for  Illinois 
coal  is  the  high  rate  of  transportation  on  long  hauls  and  consequently  the 
lifting  of  the  price  of  this  coal  to  the  consumer  to  a  point  where  it 
becomes  prohibitive.  If  the  Illinois  operator  is  going  to  continue  to  pro¬ 
duce  such  enormous  quantities  and  if  he  is  going  to  find  an  outlet  for  all 
of  his  coal  he  must  have  lower  transportation  charges  to  the  more  distant 
markets.  Just  now  it  seems  that  this  cannot  be  obtained  through  any 
other  avenue  than  the  development  of  the  natural  waterways.  The  deep¬ 
ening  of  the  waterways  in  the  state  of  Illinois  first  and  subsequently  the 
deepening  of  the  Mississippi  river  should,  in  consequence,  be  a  matter  of 
first  importance  to  every  coal  mining  man  in  the  western  territory  and 
should  enlist  his  most  hearty  support. 


The  urgent  need  for  a  thorough  revision  of  the  min- 
Revising  the  ing  laws  is  contemplated  by  H.  Foster  Bain,  director 
Mining  Laws  t*ie  lll'no*s  state  Geological  Survey.  He  declares 
this  is  necessary,  whether  the  revision  takes  the  form 
of  the  leasing  of  the  public  lands  or  a  continuation  of  the  present  plan  of 
selling  this  property  outright.  Personally  Mr.  Bain  leans  toward  the 
leasing  of  the  public  lands  and  supports  his  view  by  statements  and  argu¬ 
ments  which  are  practically  unanswerable. 

The  practical  value  of  Mr.  Bain’s  suggestion  is  that  he  realizes  that 
modern  conditions  demand  that  large  tracts  of  coal  land  should  be  given 
for  development  into  the  hands  of  single  companies.  He  appreciates  con¬ 


sequently  that  the  day  for  small  mines  is  over,  especially  if  there  is  to  be 
any  profit  derived  from  the  mining  of  coal.  He  suggests  that  a  lease  of 
this  property,  similar  to  the  extension  of  public  franchises  for  street  rail¬ 
ways,  should  run  from  twenty  to  fifty  years,  giving  the  people,  at  the  time 
of  the  expiration  of  these  leases,  the  right  to  enter  new  contracts  with  the 
leasing  company.  He  believes  primarily  in  the  separation  of  the  mineral 
title  and  the  surface  title  and  the  disposal  of  the  latter  to  the  agricultural 
people  for  the  purpose  of  dry  farming. 

The  coal  titles  being  separated  from  the  surface  titles  the  former 
would  be  subject  to  a  lease  to  responsible  parties,  and  this  he  considers 
preferable  to  the  sale  outright,  because,  when  the  coal  is  mined  in  years 
to  come,  the  interest  charged  against  the  investment  will  be  smaller  if  the 
government  carries  the  land  than  if  it  be  disposed  of  to  private  parties. 
Under  these  conditions  the  possible  selling  price  would  be  lower.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  the  lower  selling  price  for  fuel  is  a  matter  not  only  of 
individual  interest,  but  of  prime  importance  to  our  civilization. 

“When  the  land  is  sold  the  government  has  no  further  control  of  it,” 
says  Mr.  Bain,  “and  must  rely  upon  the  indirect  use  of  its  power  of  taxa¬ 
tion  for  any  regulation  which  change  of  conditions  may  make  necessary. 
Taxation  should  be  on  its  own  basis,  and  not  distorted  to  serve  other 
uses.  Aside  from  the  power  of  taxation,  federal  and  state,  there  remains 
the  police  power  of  the  state.  This  extends  only  to  the  matter  of  safety 
and  affords  no  means  of  controlling  the  conditions  of  mining  as  relates  to 
waste.  The  latter  may  be  written  into  the  terms  of  a  lease  with  a  single 
reservation  that  the  terms  may  not  be  made  so  onerous  as  to  have  no 
profit.  In  that  event  no  one  will  be  found  to  take  up  the  lease.” 

Coal  properties,  thus  being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States 
government,  its  supervision  by  competent  authorities  would  be  necessary, 
and  this  would  prove  an  adequate  reason  for  establishing  a  mining  service 
or  a  bureau  of  mines,  as  has  been  recommended  by  the  President  and  is 
now  under  consideration  at  Washington.  The  only  objection  which 
The  Black  Diamond  has  had  to  the  withdrawal  of  public  lands  from  sale 
has  been  that  this  might  possibly  deprive  the  adjacent  territories  of  a  fuel 
supply.  Under  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Bain  the  territorial  development 
today  is  made  possible  and  at  the  same  time  the  public  in  general  is  not 
giving  away  property  which  in  a  few  years  will  be  immensely  valuable  to 
the  state. 


These  are  strenuous  days  of  struggle  for  civic  and 
Human  Lim=  commercial  righteousness.  We  realize  now,  more 
itations  than  ever,  that  business  carries  a  moral  as  well  as 
a  financial  responsibility.  This,  as  Judge  Gary  sug¬ 
gests,  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  last  few  years  of  general  agitation.  With 
the  partial  awakening  to  our  responsibility  it  is  natural  to  desire  a 
complete  arousal.  It  is  natural  also  to  hope  for  the  ideal  instead  of 
merely  an  improvement  of  the  converse.  In  the  struggle  we  are  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  disheartening,  but  none  the  less  real,  limitations 
upon  human  nature. 

By  way  of  illustrating  this  altogether  abstract  and  more  or  less 
abstruse  proposition,  many  cities  are  contending  for  the  elminination 
of  the  smoke  nuisance.  Public  sentiment  is  aroused  in  favor  of  this 
abatement  and  many  owners  of  offending  stacks  would  comply  with 
the  law  were  they  able,  and  were  all  competitors  of  theirs  placed  under 
identically  the  same  burden.  But — one  or  more  offenders  prove  to 
be  in  high  favor  with  the  political  powers  and,  by  virtue  thereof,  ex¬ 
empt  from  punishment.  Those  outside  the  pale  of  consideration  complain 
of  the  apparent  partiality  of  political  administration  and  arise  in  rebel¬ 
lion.  There  comes  a  time  of  charge  and  reprisal  after  which  the  stat¬ 
ute  naturally  drifts  into  disuse  for  fear  of  annoying  complications.  The 
public  will  is  thus  thwarted  because  of  human  limitations. 

Again  the  coal  dealers  are  aroused  over  the  evils  of  short  weighting. 
The  campaign  is  started  which  makes  ultimately  for  business  righteous¬ 
ness.  Prosecutions  begin  and  are  effective  for  a  while.  Then  comes 
a  miscarriage  of  justice  through  the  same  kind  of  political  pressure  as  is 
shown  in  the  smoke  nuisance.  The  competito/s  of  the  favored  coal 
dealer  in  this  instance  become  soured  on  the  law.  In  an  hour  the 
honest  sentiments,  so  lately  absorbed  into  every  man’s  method  of  doing 
business,  are  seriously  imperiled  and  a  retrogade  movement  is  started 
toward  cutthroat  competition  and  the  kind  of  business  dealings  that 
disregard  the  moral  ideal.  The  limitations  of  human  nature  again  are 
to  blame,  but  it  seems  impossible  to  find  one  who  is  going  to  remove 
them.  Thus  the  efforts  at  reform  and  the  endeavor  to  bring  morality 
out  of  business  disorder  sometimes  are  wrecked  upon  the  rock  of 
human  limitations — the  lack  of  sufficient  personal  force  in  the  executive 
to  disassociate  his  personal  and  official  relations. 
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Coming  Combination  of  Western  Mines. 

The  Larger  Producers  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  are  Planning  an  Immediate  Consolidation  to  Rationalize 

Production  and  to  Effect  Economies. 


Definite  plans  are  in  progress  .for  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  the  larger  coal  companies  of  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois  into  one  company,  the  form 
of  organization  of  which  will  be  similar  to  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation. 

The  plans  are  being  perfected  so  rapidly, 
and  those  who  are  likely  to  participate  are  so 
much  of  one  mind,  it  is  now  declared  that  defi¬ 
nite  action  is  likely  to  be  taken  within  three  weeks. 
Failing  to  reach  a  conclusion  that  soon,  the 
effort  may  be  given  over.  The  larger  com- 
nanies  which  are  being  interested  are  the  Der¬ 
ing  Coal  Company,  the  O’Gara  Coal  Company, 
the  Illinois  Collieries  Company,  the  New  Ken¬ 
tucky  Coal  Company,  the  Springfield  Collieries 
Company,  and  several  others  of  importance. 
As  yet  no  definite  decision  has  been  given  by 
these  larger  concerns  as  to  what  is  their  ex¬ 
act  intention,  but  the  project  is  being  worked  in 
the  open  and  all  approached  are  understood  to 
have  given  at  least  partial  assent  to  the  general 
movement. 

The  theory  upon  which  the  consolidation 
is  being  effected  is  that  the  coal  production  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois  has  been  too  large  in  the 
last  three  years  for  the  market  demand.  Op¬ 
erators  believe  that  the  45,000,000  tons  or  more 
of  coal  coming  out  of  Illinois  has  been  use¬ 
lessly  competing  against  itself  in  the  open  mar¬ 
ket.  The  gradual  decline  in  values  has  been 
the  inevitable  result.  The  only  way  to  check 
this  receding  tendency  is  either  to  curtail  the 
production  or  expand  the  market.  The  latter, 
on  account  of  the  transportation  costs  and  the 
lack  of  proper  dSvelopment  of  waterway  trans¬ 
portation  from  Illinois,  is  apparently  out  of 
the  question  for  the  time  being.  The  remaining 
alternative  is  the  curtailment  of  production 
within  reasonable  limits.  The  only  way  this 
can  be  accomplished  is  through  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  producing  units  or  at  least 
a  control  over  the  producing  units  such  as  will 
permit  the  rationalization  of  production,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  supervision  of  output  so  as 
to  meet  only  the  exact  and  urgent  needs  of 
the  trade.  It  is  believed  that  this  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  in  only  one  way,  namely,  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  one  big  company  which  will  be 
the  controlling  factor  in  Illinois  and  Indiana 
fields. 

Having  arrived  at  this  conclusion  some  of 
the  biggest  coal  operators  in  the  two  states, 
apparently  led  by  the  Dering  interests,  have  de¬ 
cided  to  form  a  big  company,  fashioned  very 
largely  after  the  form  of  organization  of  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation.  Some  of  the 
smaller  consolidations  of  coal  companies  have 
presented  operating  difficulties  which  seemed,  for 
the  time,  to  make  it  apparent  that  the  old  form 
of  central  holding  of  many  mines  was  not  feasible 
or  profitable.  In  effecting  any  new  organization 
or  in  any  new  consolidation  it  was  required  that 
some  plan  should  be  adopted  which  would 
avoid  the  mistakes  of  the  past. 

Form  of  Organization. 

The  United  States  Steel  Corporation’s  or¬ 
ganization  is  considered  an  excellent  model  un¬ 
der  the  circumstances.  That  company  controls 
ore  mines,  lake  and  rail  transportation  facili¬ 
ties,  and  all  processes  of  conversion  from  the 
crude  pig  iron  to  the  highly  finished  material. 
These  various  processes  are  each  controlled  by 
separate  companies  independent  in  themselves 
apparently,  and  yet  each  reporting  directly  to 
the  parent  concern.  There  is,  for  instance,  the 
Oliver  Mining  Company,  which  controls  the 
ore;  the  Pittsburgh  Steamship  Company, 
which  controls  the  lake  transportation;  the 
Bessemer  railroad,  which  is  the  all-rail  part 
of  the  transportation  company,  and  the  various 
subsidiary  companies  engaged  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  various  kinds  of  finished  material,  such 
as  the  National  Tube  Company,  the  Carnegie 


Steel  Company,  the  Illinois  Steel  Company  and 
other  concerns  of  that  character.  The  fuel  is 
produced  in  the  name  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coal 
&  Coke  Company.' 

The  coal  corporation  which  is  to  control  the 
larger  mines  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  will  be 
similarly  governed.  It  is  realized,  for  instance, 
that  some  embarrassment  might  come  from 
having  Franklin  or  Sullivan  and  Greene  county 
mines  in  one  organization  with  Springfield 
mines,  and  conversely.  So  it  has  been  decided 
to  have  one  parent  company  but  subsidiary 
companies  for  each  individual  field.  Under  the 
present  plan  there  would  be  a  subsidiary  com¬ 
pany  having  control  of  the  Franklin  county 
mines,  another  for  the  Sullivan  and  Greene 
county  territory,  another  for  the  Brazil  Block 
district,  a  third  for  the  Williamson  and  Saline 
county,  a  fourth  for  the  Springfield  district 
and  a  fifth  probably  for  the  Carterville  terri¬ 
tory,  and  so  on  until  all  of  the  mining  terri¬ 
tories  governed  by  this  central  corporation 
had  been  each  taken  care  of  by  its  own  subsid¬ 
iary  organization.  Each  of  these  would  be  in¬ 
dependent  in  itself  but  each  would  have  a  direct 
responsibility  to  the  central  organization  which 
would  control  all  of  the  others. 

In  this  way  the  operating  difficulties  would 
be  reduced  because  the  subsidiary  companies 
would  have  offices  and  operating  officials  in  the 
coal  fields  having  direct  charge  of  production. 
In  this  way  operating  questions  can  be  handled 
at  close  range  instead  of  by  the  crude  and 
wasteful  method  of  trying  to  operate  a  coal 
mine  at  the  other  end  of  a  long  railroad  line. 
There  will  be  other  economies  such  as  are 
incident  to  the  purchase  of  materials  in  large 
quantities  and  such  as  are  incident  to  the  cen¬ 
tralization  of  the  sales  department  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  elimination  of  many  duplicate  sell¬ 
ing  forces.  Moreover,  the  financing  of  such  a 
large  company  will  be  much  more  simple  than 
is  the  case  where  the  individual  mines  are  split 
up  among  smaller  companies.  The  larger  com¬ 
pany  will  have  greater  credit  than  the  com¬ 
bined  smaller  companies  and  the  financing  of 
the  apparent  needs  will  be  much  simpler  under 
the  consolidated  form  than  the  old  method  of 
handling  those  properties. 

Handling  Production. 

As  far  as  production  is  concerned  the  situ¬ 
ation  naturally  takes  care  of  itself,  since  the 
big  coal  company  is  going  to  follow  the  form 
of  organization  of  the  Steel  Corporation.  To 
understand  this  method  of  control  completely  it 
will  be  necessary  to  give  a  brief  outline  of  the 
operating  policy  of  the  Steel  Corporation.  The 
Corporation  itself,  which  is  in  reality  a  holding 
company,  receives  daily  detailed  reports  from 
the  various  subsidiary  companies  showing  the 
cost  of  operation  in  every  department.  By  an 
analysis  of  these  various  reports  it  is  very  easy 
for  the  general  officers  to  ascertain  which  of 
the  plants,  under  the  corporation,  is  operated 
the  most  cheaply.  When  it  becomes  necessary 
to  curtail  production  the  plant  which  is  oper¬ 
ated  the  most  expensively  is  shut  down  first 
and  this  idea  is  carried  out  until,  when  the 
period  of  extreme  dullness  appears,  such  as  at 
the  present,  onlv  those  nlants  which  produce  at 
the  minimum  of  cost  remain  in  operation. 

Following  out  this  idea  the  big  coal  corpora¬ 
tion  which  is  to  control  the  affairs  of  Indiana 
and  Illinois  will  shut  down  the  mines  first 
which  are  the  most  expensively  operated  and 
will  continue  shutting  down  the  most  expen¬ 
sively  operated  mines  until  the  production  is 
reduced  to  the  minimum,  and  then  it  will  be 
done  at  the  minimum  cost. 

Exchange  of  Securities. 

As  to  the  method  to  be  pursued  in  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  these  properties  it  is  announced 
by  Mr.  Dering  that  no  effort  is  going  to  be 


made  to  make  any  cash  outlay  just  now.  Such 
a  thing  would  be  entirely  out  of  the  question 
and  consequently  it  is  expected  that  those  who 
enter  the  consolidation  will  pool  their  proper¬ 
ties  and  take  in  exchange  securities  of  the 
larger  and  parent  organization.  It  is  not  con¬ 
templated  either  that  any  consolidation  of 
properties  will  carry  with  it  any  idea  of  taking 
care  of  the  present  employes  or  managers  of 
those  properties.  Each  individual  who  puts  his 
property  in  the  pool  will  tentatively  hand  in 
his  resignation  as  an  officer  of  the  company 
in  which  he  is  interested  at  present  and  depend, 
for  his  future  connection  with  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  upon  the  decision  of  those  who  are  gov¬ 
erning  the  corporation  affairs. 

It  is  realized,  of  course,  that  such  a  large 
concern  as  this  promises  to  be  will  require  a 
great  many  skilled  and  experienced  men  in  the 
production  of  coal  and  consequently  most  of 
those  who  have  been  governing  factors  in  the 
production  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  coal  will 
find  some  place  into  which  they  will  fit  in  the 
larger  organization.  It  is  intended  in  the 
first  place  to  have  a  complete  corps  of  experi¬ 
enced  officers  for  this  larger  corporation  and 
to  have  these  reinforced  by  a  board  of  directors 
and  by  a  large  advisory  board  which  will  prac¬ 
tically  handle  the  many  questions  of  policy 
that  are  sure  to  rise. 

In  speaking  of  this  proposed  consolidation 
this  week  J.  K.  Dering  said  that  there  has  been 
no  secret  made  of  the  intention  to  get  these 
properties  together  if  possible,  but  he  declares 
it  is  not  yet  definitely  determined  what  prop¬ 
erties  will  be  concerned  in  the  ultimate  con¬ 
solidation  other  than  that  the  larger  com¬ 
panies  mentioned  above  have  already  had  the 
matter  under  advisement  for  some  time  and 
appear  to  be  favorably  disposed  toward  the 
consolidation.  lie  says  that  most  of  those  con¬ 
cerned  are  business  men  doing  business  on  a 
large  scale  and  their  time  is  valuable.  Their 
time  cannot  be  expected  to  be  spent  in  useless 
discussion  of  things  that  might  be.  He  de¬ 
clares,  therefore,  that  the  consolidation  will 
either  be  effected  inside  of  the  next  three 
weeks  or  the  matter  will  be  given  up  entirely. 
Just  now  it  appears  as  if  the  larger  companies 
of  the  two  states  look  upon  such  an  action  as 
this  as  the  only  remedying  course  to  pursue 
and  consequently  are  in  favor  of  forming  the 
larger  corporation. 


Teamsters’  Wage  Scale. 

The  Team  Owners’  Association  of  Chicago 
has  been  trying  for  some  time  to  better  con¬ 
ditions  so  far  as  profits  are  concerned.  They 
declared  at  a  recent  meeting  that  the  price  of 
feed  is  higher  than  ever  this  year,  the  cost  of 
labor  is  higher,  but  that  the  average  price  ob¬ 
tained  for  this  service  has  been  reduced.  The 
association  has  been  trying  to  agree  upon  a 
higher  cartage  rate  than  ruled  heretofore,  hop¬ 
ing  to  make  an  advance  of  ten  or  fifteen  cents 
a  ton.  They  find,  however,  that  the  team  own¬ 
ers  are  not  united  and  consequently  it  is  not 
advisable  to  undertake  a  reform  just  now. 
Moreover,  the  teamsters’  agreement  expires  on 
May  1  and  if  the  team  owners  made  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  teaming  rate  before  that  time  the 
teamsters  would  demand  an  increase  in  pay. 
As  a  diplomatic  movement  the  team  owners 
have  decided  to  postpone  any  action  with  re¬ 
gard  to  higher  rates  until  after  an  agreement 
has  been  made  with  the  teamsters.  This  whole 
matter  was  brought  before  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  at  its  Tuesday  meeting 
with  the  result  that  George  W.  Hallpck,  the 
commisisoncr,  was  instructed  to  suggest  to 
the  Team  Owners’  Association  that  the  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  would  like  to  send  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  the  conference  with  the  teamsters 
when  the  time  for  that  conference  arrives. 
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General  Review. 


Proposed  Consolidation  of  Western  Mines 
Makes  for  Rationalization  of 
Production. 


Mines  having  a  possible  production  in  the  ag¬ 
gregate  of  about  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  total 
output  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  are  contemplating 
a  merger.  There  is  no  desire  for,  or  intention  of, 
a  trustification  of  the  western  fuel,  but  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  inaugurate  a  business  administration  in 
the  coal  trade  such  as  will  prevent  waste;  do  away 
with  senseless  price  cutting,  and  rationalize  pro¬ 
duction.  The  promoters  of  this  enterprise  are 
chasing  no  will-o’-the-wisp  and  are  indulging  no 
fond  hopes  of  centralizing  control  of  the  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  lands.  They  do  realize  that  the  big 
company  is  the  thing  of  today  and  that  a  new 
form  of  organization  is  required.  It  may  be  that 
a  desire  to  comply  with  one  clause  of  the  Hep¬ 
burn  amendment  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  act 
may  have  something  to  do  with  the  present  move¬ 
ment.  At  any  rate,  some  definite  action  in  this, 
line  has  been  apparently  necessary  for  years,  to 
stop  the  leak  in  coal  prices,  and  the  new  organiza¬ 
tion  hopes  to  be  able  to  start  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion  even  though  not  reaching  the  goal  at  one  rush. 

Disappointed  in  many  alluring  hopes,  the  coal 
trade  this  week  has  settled  itself  to  be  contented 
with  a  limited  business  and  comparatively  low 
prices  for  this  year,  unless  the  latter  is  altered 
by  a  suspension  of  the  mines. 

The  trade  has  hoped  for  cold  weather  and  its 
hopes  appeared  to  be  realized  when  February 
started  out  raw  and  cold.  Without  any  cold 
weather  previously,  operator,  jobber  and  dealer 
were  relieved  for  a  time  when  the  February  cold 
snap  came  and  hoped  to  retrieve  previous  losses. 
Moreover,  it  was  constantly  reported  that  busi¬ 
ness  concerns  were  going  to  assume  activity  and 
increase  the  consumption  of  coal.  But  the  weather 
failed  to  remain  cold  and  the  factories  have  given 
no  marked  signs  of  resuming.  The  trade  is  dis¬ 
appointed  and  somewhat  discouraged.  Depend¬ 
ence  is  now  placed  in  a  forced  suspension  of  mines 
to  strengthen  the  market.  In  this  the  trade  will 
probably  not  be  disappointed. 

Something  to  bring  a  general  and  protracted 
suspension  of  mine  production  is  necessary  if  val¬ 
ues  are  to  be  restored.  Efforts  at  curtailing  the 
output  by  voluntary  action  have  not  been  satis¬ 
factory.  The  anthracite  mines,  in  December,  de¬ 
spite  the  partial  suspensions,  produced  5,600,000 
tons.  Kanawha  mines  are  sending  more  coal  to 
the  market  than  is  required,  even  though  produc¬ 
tion  is  curtailed  to  the  minimum.  Despite  the 
efforts  of  smokeless  coal  operators  to  avoid  it,  a 
glut  of  the  market  is  easy  to  accomplish.  To  go 
into  further  details  would  be  redundancy.  The 
explanation  is  simple,  namely  that  cars  and  miners 
are  so  abundant  that  a  great  deal  more  coal  can 
be  produced  now,  in  the  same  length  of  time,  than 
heretofore. 

The  situation  is  such  as  to  place  dependence  for 
the  future  upon  the  action  of  the  manufacturers. 
Reports  seem  favorable,  but  nothing  concrete  can 
develop  there  without  showing  a  direct  influence 
upon  the  coke  market.  It  must  be  admitted  there 
is  nothing  in  that  direction  to  denote  any  awak¬ 
ening  and  hence  one  must  assume  that  business  is 
not  yet  picking  up  very  fast. 

The  fact  that  most  railroads  are  taking  no  more 
than  fifty  per  cent  of  their  contract  requirements 
on  coal  and  that  buying  for  storage  is  reduced  to 
the  minimum,  taken  with  the  fact  that  weather 
conditions  have  been  such  as  to  require  a  small 
coal  consumption,  account  for  the  demoralized 
state  of  prices  reported  from  every  market  this 
week. 
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Chicago  Market. 

Softening  of  the  Weather  Threatens  a  Re¬ 
newed  Glutting  of  the  Market 
Through  Heavier  Shipments. 


The  recent  cold  snap  proved  of  short  dura¬ 
tion  and  now  its  influences  are  felt  on  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market  only  insofar  as  the  favorable 
weather,  viewed  from  the  coal  man’s  stand¬ 
point,  induced  western  sales  agents  to  order 
additional  shipments  into  this  territory.  These 
heavier  shipments  from  the  eastern  coal  pro¬ 
ducing  centers,  principally  the  smokeless, 
splint  and  Hocking  territories,  are  now  com¬ 
ing  upon  the  market  at  a  time  when  the  de¬ 
mand  has  again  fallen  off. 

The  Chicago  trade  saw  a  congestion  of  coal 
for  practically  all  of  the  winter  up  until  two 
weeks  ago  and  then  there  was  just  enough 
cold  weather  to  clean  up  the  stocks  on  hand. 
Immediately  trade  plunged  into  another  period 
where  the  supply  of  coal  is  likely  again  to  glut 
the  market.  It  is  little  wonder  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  operators  should  be¬ 
come  somewhat  discouraged.  Many  producers 
and  salesmen  are  making  the  statement  that 
the  only  salvation  for  the  market  this  year 
is  the  probability  of  a  suspension  of  mine 
operations  after  the  first  of  April.  In  fact  the 
influence  of  this  probable  suspension  is  the  one 
sustaining  factor  in  the  market. 

The  other  hope  of  the  market  has  flattened 
out.  It  seemed  for  a  while  as  if  the  industrial 
concerns  would  begin  active  work  shortly  after 
the  .first  of  February  and  consequently  would 
increase  the  consumption  of  coal.  The  con¬ 
verse  is  true.  Isolated  cases  are  heard  of, 
where  industrial  concerns  are  resuming  but 
the  daily  newspapers  fail  to  give  equal  promi¬ 
nence  to  the  preponderance  of  news  which  is 
of  a  suspension  of  other  concerns.  To  look 
the  condition  snuarely  in  the  face  it  would 
seem  natural  to  expect  that  business  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  slow  down.  The  trade  will  prob¬ 
ably  see  a  smaller  production  before  it  sees 
one  that  is  any  larger.  Under  the  circum¬ 
stances  the  safest  course  for  the  producer  to 
pursue  is  to  keep  on  curtailing  production  un¬ 
less  an  increase  is  warranted  by  definite  or¬ 
ders.  There  has  been  a  little  better  demand 
for  screenings  but  this  is  not  indicative  of  any 
increase  in  industrial  activity  but  merely  signi¬ 
fies  that  the  production  of  lump  is  at  a  mini¬ 
mum. 

The  anthracite  trade  is  a  little  better  all  the 
way  through.  The  demand  from  the  retailers 
has  been  picking  up.  Shipments  from  the 
mines  have  also  been  heavier.  Nevertheless 
the  necessity  to  ship  a  certain  percentage  of 
egg  and  stove  with  all  nut  shipments  has 
caused  an  over  supply  of  the  larger  sizes. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  has  been  decidedly 
quiet  within  the  week,  business  being  light 
very  largely  on  account  of  the  soft  weather. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.50  to 
$2.75;  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65;  l*4“*nch  steam  lump, 
$2.35  to  $2.65;  domestic  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65. 
The  higher  prices  quoted  obtain  on  country 
business. 

Third  Vein  coal  shows  no  change  in  prices 
for  the  week,  but  the  reduction  noted  last 
week  did  not  materially  increase  the  business. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine-run,  $2.00; 
chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15;  washed 
nut,  $2.15;  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  plentiful  on  the  Chicago 
market,  consequently  the  prices  are  a  little  bit 
soft.  Some  jobbers  report  obtaining  higher 
prices  than  herein  quoted,  but  such  statements 
are  not  supported  by  definite  orders.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.70;  2-inch 
egg  or  lump,  $1.90  to  $2;  No.  1  nut,  $1.85; 
screenings,  $1.30  to  $1.35. 

Springfield  coal,  especially  screenings,  has 
been  stronger  within  the  week,  the  surplus 
supplies  on  hand  being  cleaned  up.  There  is 
very  little  coal  in  track  today.  We  quote  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.70  to  $1.75;  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.35;  nut,  $1.80;  egg  or  lump,  $2.25;  1*4- 
inch  lump,  $1.90. 


Lincoln  coal  is  comparatively  scarce,  but  is 
sharing  the  fate  of  the  other  domestic  prod¬ 
ucts,  which  are  easy  because  of  the  warmer 
weather.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks, 
$2.25;  egg,  $2.50;  mine-run,  $1.75;  screenings, 
$1.35;  nut,  $2;  l*4-inch  lump,  $2. 

Carterville  coal,  as  far  as  shipments  from 
the  mines  are  concerned,  is  reasonably  steady 
as  to  price.  But  some  coal  on  track  in  Chi¬ 
cago  has  been  sold  at  ridiculously  low  figures. 
One  lot  of  6-inch  Carterville  lump  has  been 
offered  as  low  as  $2.15  in  Chicago,  some  of  the 
cars  offered  being  in  transit.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines  for  Chicago  delivery:  Mine-run, 
90  cents  to  $1;  lRj-inch  screenings,  40  cents  to 
50  cents;  lump  or  egg,  $1.50  to  $1.75. 

Clinton  coal  has  been  holding  about  steady 
for  the  last  week.  The  mines  have  kept  up  pro¬ 
duction  reasonably  well,  all  produced  finding 
a  market.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Screen¬ 
ings,  $1.40;  mine-run,  $1.70  to  $1.80;  4-inch 
domestic  lump,  $2.30  to  $2.40;  steam  lump, 
$1.85  to  $2. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  has  not 
been  active,  but  while  the  market  is  compara¬ 
tively  soft  prices  have  not  sagged.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks  or  egg,  $2.30  to  $2.55; 
steam  lump,  $2.30  to  $2.45. 

Brazil  block,  on  account  of  the  milder  weath¬ 
er,  is  easier  in  tone,  the  demand  in  the  country 
not  being  up  to  that  of  recent  weeks.  The 
Chicago  price  is  still  $2.95,  with  the  country 
price  holding  at  $3.05. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Genuine  Hocking  coal  in  the  Chicago  market 
is  not  being  sacrificed,  largely  because  the  op¬ 
erators  have  kept  down  the  production  so  that 
only  the  actual  needs  of  the  trade  are  supplied. 
There  was  some  coal  in  this  market,  however, 
which  is  passing  for  Hocking  but  which  in 
reality  comes  from  the  eastern  part  of  Ohio, 
which  was  passing  for  Hocking  but  which  in 
Chicago.  This  has  not  influenced  the  price 
of  genuine  Hocking,  which  remains  firm.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Standard  Hocking, 
$3.15;  Jackson  Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8 
%-inch  lump,  $2.80  to  $2.90. 

Kanawha  coal  is  variable  in  price.  Some  of 
•  the  jobbers  are  asking  $3.50  to  $3.60  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  but  confess  that  quotations  have  not 
brought  out  a  large  number  of  orders.  Spot 
coal,  or  that  which  is  held  in  storage  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  will  command  a  little  better  price  than 
shipments  direct  from  the  mines,  largely  be¬ 
cause  this  coal  is  not  forced  for  sale  through 
the  accumulation  of  demurrage.  Direct  mine 
shipments  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  $3.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  for  spot  shipment  taken 
out  of  storage  the  old  quotation  of  $3.40  to 
$3.60  obtains. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  not  coming  in  very 
freelyq  because  shipments  have  been  kept  down 
to  the  contract  requirements.  The  prices  con¬ 
sequently  are  steady.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  J4-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  j4-inch 
steam,  $3.05  to  $3.15;  l*4-inch  lump,  $3.15  to 
$3.25. 

Smokeless  coal  for  the  time  being  is  compar¬ 
atively  firm  because  the  amount  on  hand  has 
been  reasonably  well  cleaned  up.  The  recent 
cold  snap  caused  some  jobbers  to  telegraph  to 
their  producing  companies  to  increase  ship¬ 
ments  into  this  territory,  and  these  are  now  on 
the  way.  In  the  meantime  the  weather  has 
softened,  limiting  the  demand.  Lump  and-  egg 
is  scarce,  but  mine-run  is  comparatively  plenti¬ 
ful.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Standard 
New  Rivc?r  and  Pocahontas  mine-run,  $3.20  to 
$3.50;  egg  or  lump,  $3.80  to  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  shipments  into  Chicago  are 
kept  down  to  the  actual  contract  requirements. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  34-inch  gas,  $3.15 
to  $3.25;  j4-'nch  steam,  $3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Coke  prices  and  conditions  have  not  changed 
within  the  week.  The  continued  idleness  of 
furnaces  and  foundries  keeps  down  the  de¬ 
mand  and  consequently  the  production  has 
been  curtailed.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Connellsville,  $5.25;  Wise  County,  $5;  West 
Virginia,  $5;  48-hour,  $4.25;  by-product,  $5; 
gas  house,  $4.75. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


The  Cold  Weather  Cleans  up  Stocks  but 
Prices  Were  Not  Moved  to  a 

I 

Higher  Level. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  February  13. 

The  Cincinnati  coal  market  has  been  very  in¬ 
teresting  for  ten  days ;  hut  it  is  rapidly  losing 
its  interest  as  the  unseasonably  warm  weather 
continues.  Last  week  with  several  days  of  real 
winter,  stocks  of  coal  on  hand  were  cleaned  up, 
and  there  was  actually  a  sharp  demand  for  certain 
grades  all  week.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump,  that  happened  to  be  on  track  or  in  transit, 
was  drawn  upon  by  apparently  anxious  buyers, 
and  before  the  end  of  the  week  there  was  almost 
a  scarcity  of  smokeless  coal  in  this  market.  The 
selling  agencies  were  surprised  at  the  quick  re¬ 
sponse,  and  no  less  delighted  to  get  rid  of  coal 
on  hand. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  raise  prices,  every¬ 
body  being  content  to  sell  at  what  had  been  the 
regular  quotations — $2.00  a  ton,  but  at  which 
price  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  had  stead¬ 
fastly  failed  to  be  moved.  Even  with  much 
warmer  weather  this  week,  $2.00  a  ton  at  the 
mines  is  still  the  regular  quotation,  and  what¬ 
ever  smokeless  coal  is  moving,  is  being  sold  at 
that  figure.  It  is  unnecessary  to  report  that  there 
is  greater  strength  in  the  smokeless  coal  market 
than  in  any  other  department  of  the  market. 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  run-of-mine  is  in 
fair  demand  at  $1.45  a  ton,  and  there  is  little 
if  any  being  sold  under  this  quotation. 

As  might  be  surmised,  the  flurry  in  the  market 
caused  by  last  week’s  cold  wave  caused  a  lot  of 
split  lump  coal  to  be  made  at  the  mines,  and 
this,  in  turn,  produced  more  nut  and  slack  than 
had  been  coming  forward  for  several  weeks.  The 
industrial  condition  of  the  district  is  still  quite 
delicate,  and  it  will  not  assimilate  any  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  steam  fuel ;  so  the  slight  surplus  almost 
caused  a  slump,  good  nut  and  slack  having  been 
sold  as  low  as  50  and  GO  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines 
this  week  and  off  qualities  went  as  low  as  40 
cents.  These  quotations  are  not  a  strict  indica¬ 
tion  of  the  condition  of  the  market,  however, 
as  during  the  past  two  days  a  stronger  feeling 
has  taken  hold  and  sales  have  been  made  at  G5, 
70  and  75  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines.  The  high¬ 
est  figures  are  more  nearly  the  actual  market 
now.  Splint  run-of-mine  has  been  moving  fairly 
well,  and  is  regularly  quoted  at  from  90  to  95 
cents  a  ton  at  the  mines,  while  small  quantities 
of  demurrage  mine-run  have  been  sold  as  low  as 
as  80  cents.  Splint  lump  is  undoubtedly  firmer 
than  it  has  been  for  a  month.  Very  few  quota¬ 
tions  below  $1.40  a  ton  for  standard  Kanawha 
lump  are  now  being  sent  out,  and  some  of  the 
best  concerns,  having  well-known  coals,  are  hold¬ 
ing  out  for  $1.50  and  $1.00  a  ton  for  special 
lump.  On  the  other  hand  $1.25  a  ton  is  the 
actual  selling  price  of  a  number  ot  grades  of 
splint  lump. 

Mines  Working  Two  Days  a  Week. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  great  wonder  to  a  great 
many  producers  and  sellers  of  coal  where  all  the 
coal  is  now  coming  from.  A  majority  of  mines, 
perhaps,  are  now  working  only  one  and  two 
days  a  week,  this  idea  having  met  with  favor 
among  the  mine  owners  several  weeks  ago.  It 
was  thought  that  this  action  would  not  only  cut 
down  the  production,  but  would  also  cheapen 
the  production  by  the  lessening  expenses  around 
the  mines ;  but  it  being  proved  that  about  the 
same  old  amount  of  coal  is  coming  forward  from 
the  mines.  As  much  coal  can  now  be  run  in  one 
day  as  was  run  this  time  last  year  in  a  week ; 
and  more  coal,  of  course,  can  be  made  in  two  days 
than  one.  Last  year  there  was  the  greatest  scarc¬ 
ity  of  coal  coars  ever  known.  This  year  there 
are  more  coal  cars  than  can  be  used.  Miners 
are  now  over-plentiful,  and  there  is  no  trouble  in 
getting  coal  moved  promptly  by  the  railroads, 
everything  tending  to  produce  a  surplus  of  coal 
at  this  time. 


City  Contracts  for  Coal. 

The  Board  of  Public  Service  of  the  City  of 
Cincinnati  awarded  contracts  on  Tuesday  of  this 
week  for  a  vast  amount  of  supplies  to  be  fur¬ 


nished  the  city  institutions,  including  the  year’s 
coal  requirements.  The  Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke, 
Coal  &  Mining  Company  secured  the  city  infirm¬ 
ary  'at  $1.84  a  ton  for  run-of-mine,  the  citv 
hospital  at  $2.17  a  ton  for  New  River  nut  and 
slack,  and  $2.45  for  egg.  The  Trum  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  was  given  the  contract  to  supply  lump  to 
the  city  infirmary  at  $2.80  for  Yougluogheny.  The 
Fairmont  Coal  Company  was  given  the  House 
of  Refuge  at  $2.70  and  the  Workhouse  at  $2.70. 


Mayo  Wants  More  Railroads. 

John  C.  C.  Mayo,  of  Paintsville,  Ky.,  one  of 
the  largest  individual  coal  land  owners  in  the 
United  States,  spent  a  day  or  two  in  Cincinnati 
this  week,  and  to  a  number  of  coal  men  was  an 
interesting  talker.  There  was  a  general  impres¬ 
sion  abroad  that  the  placing  of  the  Detroit,  To¬ 
ledo  &  Ironton  railroad  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver 
a  few  weeks  ago  would  seriously  affect  the  North¬ 
ern  Coal  &  Coke  Company.  Mr.  Mayo  denied  this 
most  emphatically.  The  uncompleted  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  river  at  Ironton  is  now  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  The  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton  rail¬ 
way,  and  Mr.  Mayo  hopes  that  the  C.  H.  &  D. 
may  yet  build  a  branch  line  into  the  rich  Ken¬ 
tucky  fields.  There  is  probably  no  coal  fields 
in  the  world  as  easy  of  access  and  containing  coal 
of  as  fine  quality  as  that  controlled  by  The  North¬ 
ern  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  H.  Briscoe,  manager  of  the  Howard  Colliery 
Company,  is  making  the  rounds  of  Indiana  and 
Michigan  this  week. 

F.  C.  Todd,  president  of  the  Damascus  Coal 
Company,  returned  to  his  mines  at  Morris  Creek, 
in  the  Kanawha  district,  a  few  days  ago. 

The  Covington  Coal  Company  of  Covington, 
Ky.,  will  begin  next  week  to  rebuild  its  coal  ele¬ 
vator,  which  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  a  few 
weeks  ago. 

E.  F.  Bardin,  general  manager  of  the  Consoli¬ 
dated  Fuel  Company,  is  making  a  short  trip 
around  the  nearby  towns  in  the.  interest  of  his 
company. 

Fire  visited  and  badly  damaged  the  plant  of 
The  Licking  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  Covington, 
Ky.,  a  few  days  ago.  The  loss  is  said  to  be 
about  $25,000. 

George  W.  Theis,  president  of  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  spent 
a  day  or  two  in  Cincinnati  the  latter  part  of  last 
week.  He  was  warmly  congratulated  upon  his 
elevation  to  the  presidency. 

The  Ohio  river  has  been  cutting  up  capers  for 
a  week  or  two.  The  near  zero  weather  of  last 
week  filled  the  river  with  heavy  ice,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  towboats  that  were  on  the  way  down 
stream  with  tows  of  coal  were  forced  to  seek 
safe  harbors  until  the  ice  ran  out.  Most  of  the 
boats  have  now  delivered  their  tows  and  are  on 
their  way  up  the  river  with  tows  of  empty  coal 
crafts. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  February  13. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — If  such  a  thing  is  possible,  coal 
trade  in  this  state  is  less  active  than  last  week. 
Many  mines  in  the  Trinidad,  Walsenburg, 
Canon  City  and  western  slope  districts  have 
closed  down  indefinitely.  The  mines  in  the 
lignite  district  north  of  Denver  are  averaging 
about  two  days’  work  a  week,  and  unless  some 
cold  weather  makes  its  appearance  soon  it 
seems  that  many  of  the  lignite  mines  will  have 
to  close  down  for  an  indefinite  period.  The 
gamins  would  sav  that  the  coal  trade  “has  hit 
the  toboggan  proper,”  and  that  about  expresses 
it,  for  prices  are  sliding  down  fast,  and  even 
then  no  sales  are  being  made.  The  Denver 
Post  continues  to  rip  open  the  coal  trade  of  Den¬ 
ver  by  selling  lignite  lump  delivered  at  $3.95  a 
ton  against  the  regular  price  of  $4.50. 

The  Denver  Gas  &  Electric  Company  is  now 
selling  its  gas  coke  at  $5  a  ton.  A  few  weeks 
ago  it  was  asking  $7.25.  It  is  generally  thought 
that  this  will  bring  about  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  bituminous  coal. 

Many  mines  and  smelters  are  shutting  down 
on  account  of  the  low  price  of  gold,  silver, 
lead  and  copper.  The  sugar  factories  are 
through  with  their  season’s  run.  These  things, 
together  with  other  steam  coal  users  who  have 


shut  down  their  plants,  have  practically  closed 
the  steam  coal  producing  mines  and  there  is  no 
prospect  of  relief  until  most  of  them  are  again 
burning  coal.  Taking  it  all  together,  1908  coal 
trade  does  not  look  encouraging. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Kansas  City,  February  13. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Coal  business  was  brisker  last  week 
than  at  any  time  during  the  winter.  This  was  due 
to  the  revelation  concerning  the  inefficiency  of 
natural  gas  which  came  with  the  first  protracted 
cold  spell.  Scores  of  persons  have  abandoned 
the  gas  and  substituted  coal.  Unfortunately  for 
the  coal  men,  however,  the  mild  temperature  has 
returned  and,  but  for  this,  business  would  be 
greater  than  they  could  care  for. 


Labor  Questions. 

Bennett  Brown,  arbitration  commissioner  in 
this  district,  accompanied  by  President  Lindsay 
of  the  mine  workers,  was  in  Mineral,  Kas.,  last 
week  to  adjust  a  dispute  in  the  Crescent  mines 
over  the  action  of  the  pit  boss  in  letting  only  a 
portion  of  the  men  go  down  in  the  mines  to  work 
a  few  days  ago. 

At  a  meeting  of  workingmen  in  Prosperity, 
Mo.,  last  night  a  club  was  formed  for  the  double 
purpose  of  seeking  to  relieve  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  mine  superintendents  and  workmen  and  re¬ 
straining  those  of  the  workingmen  who  arc  de¬ 
veloping  violent  inclinations.  For  some  time 
miners  of  the  district  have  nursed  a  grievance 
against  mine  superintendents  in  charge  of  the 
plants  in  Prosperity,  because  of  alleged  discrim¬ 
ination  in  the  employment  of  labor. 

Nearly  all  of  the  delegates  from  this  district  to 
the  United  Mine  Workers’  national  convention 
have  returned  from  Indianapolis.  National  Board 
Member  Harry  Bousfeld  remained  in  Indianapolis 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  national  executive 
boajd. 

The  legislature  committee  of  the  Kansas  State 
Labor  Society  has  two  matters  on  hand  which 
may  be  introduced  at  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature  for  enactment  as  mining  laws.  Both 
were  introduced  in  the  form  of  resolutions  at  the 
recent  convention  of  the  Society  of  Labor.  They 
are  as  follows:  “Whereas,  We  believe  for  the 
safety  of  life  and  limb  of  miners  and  those  em¬ 
ployed  in  and  around  the  mines  in  the  state  of 
Kansas,  where  black  powder  and  exolosives  are 
used  in  producing  coal  or  mineral,  and  where  all 
precautions  of  employers  and  employes  should  be 
used ;  therefore  be  it  Resolved,  That  chapter  250 
of  section  1  of  the  statutes  of  the  state  of  Kan¬ 
sas  be  amended  to  read  as  follows.  That  all  black 
powder  and  explosives  be  delivered  by  the  com¬ 
pany  to  the  place  where  same  is  to  be  used,  and 
that  a  special  car  or  device  be  used  in  hauling 
the  same  other  than  such  cars  as  are  used  in 
hauling  men  to  and  from  their  work.”  The  other, 
relating  to  ventilation,  as  follows :  “Whereas, 
Chapter  305,  section  1  of  the  state  law  provides 
that  two  entries  be  driven  parallel  for  the  ingress 
and  egress  of  the  air ;  therefore  be  it  amended 
to  read  as  follows :  That  two  entries  be  driven 
parallel,  for  the  ingress  and  egress  of  the  air,  and 
said  entries  to  be  brushed  to  the  height  of  six 
feet,  and  seven  feet  in  width.” 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Local  008,  at  North  McAlester,  Okla.,  has  de¬ 
clared  for  a  fifteen-cent  raise  in  the  wage  scale. 

Arthur  Blakeley,  of  Bonanza,  Ark.,  was  elected 
as  one  of  the  national  tellers  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  at  the  late  convention. 

Local  Union  586,  at  Huntington,  Ark.,  has 
passed  a  resolution  favoring  a  demand  for  an  in¬ 
crease  of  ten  cents  per  ton  in  the  tonnage  price. 

The  miners  at  Thurber,  Tex.,  want  to  with¬ 
draw  from  the  southwestern  interstate  movement 
and  make  their  own  contracts  with  the  operators. 
They  propose  to  hold  a  scale  conference  at  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  this  spring. 

The  firemen  who  are  members  of  Leavenworth 
Local,  1429,  have  adopted  resolutions  protesting 
against  their  working  day.  They  complain  that 
they  have  to  work  twelve  hours  per  day  when 
other  members  of  the  organization  work  but  eight 
hours. 
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Detroit  Market. 


Coal  Prices  Show  Moderate  Strength  and 
Some  More  Improvement  Is 
Now  Expected. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  February  13. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Prices  on  all  kinds  of  coal  are  a 
little  bit  better.  That  is,  the  bottom  of  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  considerably  repaired  and  the  discouraging 
features  of  the  past  week  are  not  so  noticeable. 
This  is  not  saying  that  conditions  are  normal  by 
any  means,  but  there  is  reason  for  hope  that 
thing's  will  continue  to  grow  better.  The  demand 
for  smokeless  coal  has  increased  considerably. 
Jackson  lump  has  held  its  own  throughout  the 
dull  season  and  is  selling  freely  at  the  regulation 
price  of  $2  at  the  mines.  West  Virginia  splint, 
however,  is  weak  and  can  be  obtained  for  almost 
any  price.  It  depends  on  how  badly  the  cus¬ 
tomer  wants  it. 

There  is  very  little  coal  on  the  tracks  now  and 
the  demand  for  the  fine  coal  is  quite  active.  As 
for  the  steam  trade  generally,  it  may  be  stated 
that  the  contract  buyers  are  beginning  to  take 
the  coal  in  larger  quantities  and  more  regularly. 
Some  of  the  contracts  are  being  renewed  by  the 
large  companies  and  the  prices  are  fully  as  high 
as  they  were  last  year  and  in  some  instances 
higher— an  encouraging  sign.  It  can  be  said,  too, 
that  trade  is  beginning  to  pick  up,  as  the  fac¬ 
tories  resume  operations.  It  is  noticeable  that 
the  long  distance  calls  are  increasing  in  number 
and  the  salesmen  are  doing  a  much  better  busi¬ 
ness  on  the  road  than  they  were  two  weeks  ago. 
Stocks  are  being  depleted  and  some  of  the  users 
of  steam  coal  are  living  from  hand  to  mouth.  As 
for  the  retail  domestic  trade,  there  is  little  reason 
for  complaint,  for  all  the  yards  have  been  very 
busy  during  the  week  and  find  it  difficult  to  keep 
up  with  their  orders. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

C.  H.  Clark,  representing  the  firm  of  Williams 
&  Peters,  of  Buffalo,  was  here  last  Monday. 

H.  S.  Odbert,  head  of  the  H.  S.  Odbert  Coal 
Company,  of  Cleveland,  was  in  town  last  Tues¬ 
day. 

J.  P.  Walsh,  general  manager  of  sales  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  was  in  this  city  last 
Saturday. 

W.  P.  Guild,  of  the  Morriss  &  Guild  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Cambridge,  Ohio,  visited  the  city 
Wednesday. 

T.  R.  Livin,  superintendent  of  the  car  service  of 
the  Hocking  Valley,  spent  a  few  hours  in  this  city 
last  Monday. 

John  Hammond,  president  of  the  Flint  Coal 
Company,  of  Flint,  Mich.,  was  a  caller  on  the 
trade  the  early  part  of  this  week. 

Another  prominent  coal  man  to  visit  Detroit 
this  week  was  E.  D.  Scott,  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
Company,  whose  office  is  in  Chicago. 

D.  M.  Baker,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of 
Adrian,  Mich.,  dropped  in  on  his  business  and 
social  friends  the  early  part  of  the  week. 

Neil  W.  Snow,  who  represents  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company  and  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  at  this  point,  has  been  given  another  increase 
of  territory,  his  district  now  taking  in  southern 
Michigan.  The  Toledo  office  has  been  abolished 
and  that  trade  will  be  taken  care  of  by  the  De¬ 
troit  office.  Mr.  Snow’s  advance  has  been  rapid. 
Three  years  ago  last  November  he  was  first  ap¬ 
pointed  and  then  his  territory  was  confined  to 
Detroit  and  vicinity.  Last  March,  he  was  given 
control  over  Northern  Michigan  and  given  also 
a  traveling  man.  Today  he  has  the  entire  state 
under  his  charge  and  has  three  traveling  men. 
He  has  moved  into  larger  quarters  in  the  Majestic 
building. 

The  Michigan  Central  railway  is  having  its 
troubles  just  now  with  the  shippers  who  have  re¬ 
volted  against  what  they  term  its  arbitrary  rul¬ 
ings  and  its  alleged  discrimination  against  the 
Shore  Line.  Its  recent  order  doubling  its  charge 
to  $8  for  switching  from  the  Shore  Line  tracks 
to  its  own,  which  went  into  effect  on  February 
10,  and  brought  a  storm  of  protest  about  its  ears, 
has  now  reached  the  crisis.  The  Shore  Line  has 
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offered  its  rival  road  cars  at  the  old  price  of  three 
and  four  dollars,  and,  upon  refusal  to  handle 
them,  has  made  a  note  of  it  and  will  bring  the 
matter  before  the  State  Railroad  Commisisoner  at 
Lansing.  Meanwhile,  the  shippers  of  Detroit  are 
organizing  through  a  committee  of  seven  headed 
by  Walter  Brooks,  of  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks, 
of  this  city. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 

Consumption  of  Steam  Coal  Is  Still  Lim¬ 
ited  But  Some  Improvement 
Is  Possible. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  February  13. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Weather  conditions  are  still  very 
unfavorable  to  the  coal  trade  in  Indiana.  Feb¬ 
ruary  is  half  gone  almost  without  a  half  dozen 
good  winter  days.  The  demand  for  domestic 
grades  is  much  lighter  than  ordinarily  expected 
for  this  time  of  year.  The  financial  depression 
is  still  noticeable  among  various  industries  of 
the  state  which  are  using  less  coal  than  they 
were  a  year  ago.  The  railroads  are  hauling  less 
freight  and,  consequently,  are  using  less  coal. 

However,  reports  from  various  parts  of  the  In¬ 
diana  field  indicate  that  there  has  been  more 
activity  than  there  was  two  weeks  ago.  It  is 
possible  that  some  of  the  larger  industries  are 
getting  ready  to  start  to  work  soon  and  are  an¬ 
ticipating  a  tie-up  of  the  mines  while  the  oper¬ 
ators  and  miners  are  getting  together  in  their 
negotiations  for  resmption  of  the  interstate  agree¬ 
ment.  If  the  temperature  would  drop  to  normal 
for  February,  the  trade  would  improve  very  rap¬ 
idly,  according  to  the  views  expressed  by  many 
coal  companies.  At  this  time  there  is  practically 
no  market  for  run-of-mine  or  domestic  at  the 
mines.  Run-of-mine  is  ranging  from  $1  to  $1.10 
and  domestic  from  $1.60  to  $1.75.  Retail  prices 
have  not  varied  from  what  they  were  before  the 
holidays. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Shirkie  Coal  Company,  of  Terre  Haute, 
capital  $10,000,  has  filed  articles  of  incorpora¬ 
tion.  The  directors  are  Edward  and  Hugh  Shir¬ 
kie,  R.  R.  Hammond,  J.  K.  Dering  and  J.  E.  Hitt. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Company,  of  Ohio,  has  com¬ 
plied  with  the  foreign  incorporation  law  of  In¬ 
diana  by  filing  articles  with  the  secretary  of  state 
showing  that  it  has  $19,000  invested  in  Indiana 
and  that  F.  L.  Fentsmacher  is  its  Indiana  rep¬ 
resentative  with  offices  in  the  Traction  Terminal 
building  here. 

The  opinion  is  expressed  bv  officials  of  the 
mine  workers  here  and  by  Indiana  operators  that 
when  the  miners  and  operators  meet  here  again 
February  27  thev  will  agree  to  issue  a  call  for 
an  interstate  wage  conference.  President  Mitch¬ 
ell  is  very  hopeful  now  of  a  resumption  of  the 
old-time  relations  before  he  lays  down  the  gavel 
as  chief  nf  the  miners’  organization.  Mitchell  is 
improving  in  health  and  he  may  refuse  to  accept 
the  six  months’  vacation  on  pay  that  the  miners 
have  given  him. 

The  State  Railroad  Commission  has  rendered 
an  important  decision  to  the  Indiana  coal  oper¬ 
ators.  Some  time  ago  the  question  was  raised 
as  to  the  right  of  the  railroads  to  haul  coal  to 
each  other  at  a  lower  rate  than  to  general  con¬ 
sumers.  The  roads  insisted  that  the  low  rates 
between  themselves  was  necessary  in  order  that 
a  low  freight  rate  to  the  public  might  be  main¬ 
tained.  U.  B.  Hunt  and  Judge  Woods,  members 
of  the  commission,  held  that  the  roads  might 
haul  coal  to  each  other  at  a  rate  lower  than  is 
charged  the  general  public,  without  being  charged 
with  discrimination  and  violation  of  the  law. 
They  decided  that  the  custom  of  the  railroads 
is  not  harmful  to  general  consumers  and  has  not 
resulted  in  elevation  of  rates.  They  asserted 
further  that  to  compel  the  roads  to  charge  higher 
rates  would  result  in  a  big  loss  of  trade  to  In¬ 
diana  operators,  as  the  roads  would  get  their 
coal  from  other  markets.  C.  V.  McAdams,  the 
third  member  of  the  commission,  dissented  from 
the  opinion. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Virginia  Coal  S,  Iron  Company  Resumes 
Activity  and  Other  Coal  Interests 
Are  Encouraged. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  February  13. — ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  furnaces  of  the  Virginia  Coal 
&  Iron  Company  have  resumed  operation  after 
having  been  shut  down  since  November.  About 
three  thousand  idle  men  have  been  put  to  work 
and  the  coal  mines  and  coke  ovens  have  started  up 
at  their  full  force.  The  company  has  a  large 
number  of  coke  ovens  at  Stonega  and  the  prod¬ 
uct  of  these  ovens  stands  very  high  in  iron  manu¬ 
facturing  in  the  south.  The  Virginia  Coal  &  Iron 
Company  is  owned  principally  by  the  Wentzes  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Dan  Wentz  is  actively  in 
charge. 

Other  mines,  coking  plants  *and  furnaces  of 
southwestern  Virginia  have  resumed,  so  that  con¬ 
ditions  have  greatly  improved  in  that  territory. 
The  resumption  is  largely  in  consequence  of  a 
determination  to  resume  iron  furnace  work  of  the 
region  and  further  south.  Since  the  furnaces 
have  been  closed  down  the  southwestern  Virginia 
mines  have  been  very  important  factors  in  the 
southeastern  market.  They  have  been  mining  coal 
and  putting  it  on  the  market  at  a  lower  price 
than  ordinarily.  It  is  claimed  that  the  coal  can 
be  mined  more  cheaply  than  any  other  coal  that 
is  shipped  into  the  southeast. 

Generally  speaking  the  market  for  coal  in  the 
southeastern  states  has  not  shown  much  improve¬ 
ment  recently.  The  policy  of  all  textile  manu¬ 
facturers  is  to. run  only  on  orders  and  to  buy  cot¬ 
ton  only  as  it  is  needed.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
reason  for  this  hand-to-mouth  policy  is  the  price 
of  cotton,  the  textile  men  believing  that  the  price 
of  cotton  is  higher  than  it  ought  to  be  and  have 
banded  together  to  buy  only  the  smallest  amount 
they  can  get  along  with  to  mee.t  the  orders  as  they 
come  in.  This,  of  course,  reaches  and  affects  the 
coal  operator.  Furthermore,  the  mill  operators 
are  holding  off  in  the  purchase  of  coal  just  as  they 
are  with  reference  to  cotton.  The  opinion  seems 
to  prevail  that  coal  is  to  be  lower  and  that  the 
best  thing  to  do  is  to  wait  and  see. 

Though  spring  is  approaching  and  there  has 
not  yet  been  enough  cold  weather  to  create  the 
hoped-for  activity  in  the  domestic  market,  the  fact 
remains  that  the  prices  have  been  kept  steady  and 
operators  are  confident  that  the  prices  will  not  be 
demoralized  by  a  wild  scramble  for  contracts. 
The  demand  from  the  railroads  is  still  off  and 
this  is  affecting  especially  those  districts  which 
have  been  supplying  a  large  quantity  of  this  sort 
of  coal.  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  in  particular  is  feeling 
the  effect,  of  a  reduction  in  the  demand  for  fuel 
by  the  Southern  railway.  It  is  this  district  which 
furnishes  more  Southern  railway  fuel  than  any 
other  and  probably  more  than  all  other  mining 
districts  of  this  region. 


Railway  Construction. 

Renewed  activity  marks  the  progress  of  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  South  &  Western  railroad,  from 
southwestern  Virginia  to  the  coast.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  road  will  be  shipping  coal  in  a 
year. 

A  new  company  has  been  formed  which  is  to 
develop  coal  properties  on  the  Tennessee  railway, 
a  short  line  running  out  from  the  Queen  &  Cres¬ 
cent  north  of  Harriman.  The  company  is  cap¬ 
italized  at  $50,000,  and  D.  M.  Coffman,  of  Rock- 
wood,  is  president.  All  who  are  interested  in  the 
new  company  are  experienced  investors  in  mining 
properties. 

The  Southern  railway  is  laying  track  on  the 
graded  line  from  Maryville,  Tenn.,  to  Bushnell, 
N.  C.,  a  portion  of  the  new  proposed  coal  line 
to  the  coast.  The  Tallulah  Falls  railroad,  which 
went  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  a  few  days  ago, 
and  has  as  receiver  the  first  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  railway,  promises  to  afford  a  part  of  the 
new  line.  About  fifty  miles  of  road  needs  to  be 
built  to  make  connections  of  line  that  now  exist. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Operators  Plan  to  Open  More  Mines  Be¬ 
lieving  the  Outlook  Is  More 
Favorable. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  February  13. 

There  has  been  practically  no  change  in  the 
local  situation  within  the  week.  The  indications 
are  that  there  will  be  material  improvement  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  few  weeks,  however,  as  many  of 
the  large  local  operators  are  making  preparations 
for  the  resumption  of  additional  mines.  Those 
that  are  and  have  been  in  operation  will  also 
have  increased  capacity,  as  the  demand  seems  to 
warrant  such  increase  of  production. 

Prices  remain  about  the  same,  no  advances  or 
declines  having  been  reported.  The  operators 
are  ajl  holding  at  the  same  prices  as  quoted  last 
week,  and  will  continue,  positively  refusing  to 
make  any  reductions  at  the  present  time. 

The  coke  situation  has  not  improved  any  dur¬ 
ing  the  week,  and  continues  in  anything  but  a 
satisfactory  condition.  Prices  are  very  irregular, 
and  although  there  is  sure’  to  be  improvement 
within  a  very  short  time,  it  leaves  the  present 
market  in  particularly  bad  shape. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Forbes  Coal  Company 
of  Latrobe,  Pa.,  held  a  meeting  last  week  at 
which  it  was  decided  to  commence  proceedings 
to  have  the  corporation  closed  out  and  the  prop¬ 
erties  disposed  of  at  once. 

Mack  Bros.,  retail  dealers  in  coal  at  New  Cas¬ 
tle,  Pa.,  have  been  forced  into  involuntary  bank¬ 
ruptcy  by  a  number  of  the  creditors  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  The  amount  of  the  claims  against  the  busi¬ 
ness  is  not  known,  but  from  the  apparent  assets 
of  the  company  but  a  small  dividend  will  be 
paid. 

C.  R.  Highland,  deputy  sheriff  of  Wetzel 
County,  W.  Va.,  has  been  appointed  receiver  for 
the  Lowther-Kaufman  Oil  &  Coal  Company  of 
New  Martinsville,  W.  Va.  The  company  is 
capitalized  at  $1,000,000,  and  is  one  of  the  largest 
coal  companies  that  has  ever  been  formed  in 
that  state. 

On  February  9,  the  tipple  at  the  Strickler  mine 
of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Coal  &  Coke  Company  was 
completely  destroyed  by  fire,  as  well  as  a  large 
bin  of  coal  nearby.  The  tipple  was  located  at 
Odell,  Pa.,  and  the  loss  will  amount  to  about 
$4,000,  all  of  which  is  covered  by  insurance.  It 
will  be  rebuilt  at  once,  but  in  the  meantime  the 
mine  will  be  operated  only  on  a  small  scale. 

Mine  No.  6  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Company 
was  reopened  this  week,  this  being  the  ill-fated 
mine  at  Monogah,  W.  Va.,  where  several  hun¬ 
dred  miners  lost  their  lives.  For  the  present  it 
is  being  worked  on  short  time,  but  it  will  be  but 
a  few  weeks  until  the  mine  is  in  full  operation. 
It  is  in  charge  of  W.  B.  Jones,  who  comes  from 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  well  known  through¬ 
out  the  bituminous  district.  Three  fire  bosses 
will  look  after  the  safety  of  the  miners. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Consolidated  Con- 
nellsville  Coke  Company  was  held  at  the  general 
offices  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  last  week.  All  of  the 
old  directors,  were  re-elected  with  the  exception 
of  James  Henderson  and  Isaac  H.  Brownsfield, 
who  were  succeeded  by  Thomas  B.  Semans  and 
B.  F.  Boyts,  respectively.  The  election  of  officers 
resulted  in  the  election  of  W.  C.  Magee,  presi¬ 
dent  ;  George  Whyel,  vice-president  and  general 
manager ;  I.  W.  Seamans,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer,  and  Charles  M.  Shank,  general  superin¬ 
tendent.  The  company  has  about  one-half  of  the 
ovens  in  blast,  and  the  ones  that  are  running 
are  being  worked  about  four  days  a  week. 

The  brightening  of  trade  conditions  was  dis¬ 
cussed  at  length  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
Independent  Coke  Producers’  Association  at  the 
headquarters  in  the  First  National  Bank  build¬ 
ing,  Uniontown,  Pa.  The  meeting  was  presided 
over  by  O.  W.  Kennedy,  president  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  and  ten  new  members  were  added,  making 
a  total  of  fifty-two  companies  that  are  now  regu¬ 
larly  enrolled  as  members.  These  companies  rep¬ 
resent  approximately  sixty  per  cent  of  the  inde¬ 
pendent  producers  of  the  Connellsville  region. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


This  association,  although  only  organized  a  short 
time  ago,  has  been  rapidly  gaining  strength,  and 
a  great  deal  of  interest  is  being  manifested  in 
the  meetings  by  the  members,  the  representatives 
of  many  of  the  membership  companies  having 
come  considerable  distances  from  Pittsburgh  and 
other  cities  to  attend.  Thirty-six  members  at¬ 
tended  the  last  meeting.  The  association,  as  a 
body,  agreed  that  coke  conditions  are  very  dis¬ 
couraging  at  the  present  time,  but  many  of  the 
individual  members  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
outlook  is  brightening  up  considerably,  and  that 
within  a  few  weeks,  the  situation  will  be  greatly 
improved.  It  was  also  decided  to  change  the 
hours  of  the  regular  meetings  from  7.30  p.  m. 
to  2  :30  p.  m.,  in  order  that  the  members  attend¬ 
ing  from  Pittsburgh  might  be  able  to  arrive  home 
in  the  evening  after  the  meeting.  As  in  the  past, 
meetings  will  be  held  on  the  first  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month. 


Cleveland  Market. 


Reduction  in  Carrying  Charges  Has 
Brought  Nervous  Condition  to 
the  Eastern  Trade. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  February  12. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  steam  coal  market  here  and 
at  Lorain  is  in  an  abnormal  and  excited  condi¬ 
tion.  The  feverish  state  of  affairs  is  due  to 
increasing  influx  of  West  Virginia  coal  for  several 
days  under  a  reduced  rate  put  into  effect  last 
November  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad.  Up 
to  a  few  days  ago  the  cut,  which  knifed  differ¬ 
entials  right  and  left,  passed  almost  unnoticed. 
Many  shippers  along  the  route  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  and  some  of  the  biggest  coal  firms  in 
Cleveland  declare  they  did  not  know  until  ten 
days  ago  that  such  a  change  in  tariff  had  been 
made. 

Both  West  Virginia  slack  and  mine-run  coal 
are  being  sold  in  this  market  and  at  Lorain  at 
75  cents  f.  o.  b.  mine.  In  some  cases  slack  has 
been  sold  down  as  far  as  65  cents  plus  the  10 
cents  commission.  The  result  has  been  a  decided 
curtailmeitt  of  production  in  the  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict,  the  No.  8  district  and  the  No.  6  district. 
Little  short-haul  coal  is  being  marketed.  Opera¬ 
tors  in  these  districts  declare  that  the  injury  will 
extend  to  organized  labor  in  that  there  will  be 
so  much  less  mining  to  do  at  the  union  scale 
mines. 

This  phase  of  the  situation  will  be  laid  before 
other  railroads  and  used  as  an  argument  for  pro¬ 
portionate  cut  in  order  to  meet  that  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio.  In  the  event  that  old  differ¬ 
entials  are  re-established  a  coal  rate  war  may  re¬ 
sult.  Hocking  valley  district  markets  are  also 
being  affected  by  the  situation  and  Ohio  coal 
traffic  roads  generally  would  be  concerned  in  the 
mix-up.  The  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  is  looked  to 
to  take  the  initiative.  General  H.  J.  Booth,  gen¬ 
eral  coal  and  ore  agent  of  the  Wabash  in  this  ter¬ 
ritory,  has  been  in  the  city  several  days  going 
into  the  situation.  It  is  said  to  be  the  plan  now 
to  have  the  Pennsylvania  follow  tne  Wabash. 
It  is  stated  that  the  Wheeling,  Pennsylvania  and 
even  New  York  Central  interests  were  left  out  of 
conferences  that  abrogated  differentials. 

For  years  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rate  from  West 
Virginia  fields  to  this  territory  was  $1.15,  it  was 
cut  to  $1.05.  The  Pittsburg  district  rate  has  for 
years  carried  a  differential  of  fifteen  cents,  being 
$1.00;  the  No.  8  has  long  been  90  cents,  and  the 
No.  6,  70  cents.  The  effect  already  has  been  to 
hold  down  production  to  fifty  per  cent  or  lower 
and  many  mines  will  be  closed  down  indefinitely, 
it  is  stated,  unless  relief  comes  soon. 

Coming  just  before  the  joint  miners  and  oper¬ 
ators’  meeting  on  scale  for  next  year,  it  is  looked 
upon  as  pretty  certain  that  the  local  situation  will 
have  some  bearing  there.  It  is  thought  probable 
that  it  may  bring  about  unionizing  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  mines  or  at  least  a  step  in  that  direction. 

It  is  understood  here  that  the  West  Virginia 
operators  are  planning  to  pay  miners  five  cents 
advance;  that  they  are  courting  sentiment  in  that 
way  as  against  the  scale-paying  districts.  It  is 
not  believed  that  a  further  result  will  be  a  lower 
mining  scale  in  the  unionized  districts,  but  it  is 
considered  fairly  reasonable  that  certain  railroads 
will  make  still  lower  rates  soon.  It  is  understood 
that  a  call  for  meeting  of  coal  representatives  of 
affected  lines  is  now  being  prepared. 


“The  Baltimore  &  Ohio,”  said  H.  A.  Cochran, 
coal  and  coke  agent  here  yesterday,  “made  the 
reduction  a  long  time  ago.  The  tariff  was  placed 
on  file  and  went  through  the  regular  course.  It 
was  necessary  for  us  to  reduce  ten  cents  when 
the  Klondike  district  was  further  developed  and 
the  Pittsburgh  rate  was  made  to  apply  there.  We 
could  not  very  well  compete  without  making  the 
change.  Had  the  coal  market  not  been  abnormal 
to  begin  with,  the  reduced  rate  would  have  passed 
unnoticed  in  Cleveland  and  Lorain.” 

The  rate  situation  has  not  affected  domestic 
coal  to  date.  Prices  hold  up  and  no  change 
m  this  respect  is  anticipated.  The  market  for 
anthracite  in  Cleveland  is  not  good,  nor  has  it 
been  at  any  time  this  winter. 

Railroads  are  buying  more  fuel,  the  rush  of 
empties  back  to  foreign  lines  in  order  to  escape 
car  service  has  made  extra  buying  of  fuel  neces¬ 
sary.  Business  out  of  this  territory  has  increased 
considerably  since  February  1,  traffic  men  re¬ 
port,  merchandise  and  live  stock  especially.  In¬ 
dustries  have  been  resuming  here  and  there 
steadily  but  slowly.  Cement  works  all  through 
•  northern  Ohio  are  to  open  up  soon  and  this  is 
looked  forward  to  for  its  effect  in  the  trade  on 
slack. 


The  Order  Kokoal  has  arranged  for  a  korus- 
kation  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Coal  Club  at  the 
Hollenden  hotel  on  March  6.  On  that  occasion 
Charles  E.  Lester,  Imperial  Modoc,  will 
be  present. 


Louisville  Market. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  February  13 .—  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— The  Southern  coal  trade  at  present 
is  so  stagnant  that  there  is  little  occasion  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  describe  the  market.  Retail  demand  has 
been  light  during  the  week  and  spring  is  slowly 
approaching.  The  end  of  the  season  will  be  a 
gloomy  one  to  many  dealers,  who  find  their 
yards  still  burdened  with  mountains  of  domestic 
coal. 

One  day  of  the  present  week  broke  the  record, 
for  a  number  of  years,  a  temperature  of  61  de¬ 
grees  being  recorded.  Altogether  the  present 
winter  has  been  one  of  the  mildest  in  many 
years. 

Some  slight  improvement  may  be  noted  in 
the  demand  for  steam  coal,  but  many  plants  are 
still  running  short  time.  The  market  for  screen¬ 
ings  has  stiffened  up  temporarily,  owing  to  light 
production  of  lump  coal,  but  it  takes  only  a  small 
surplus  of  nut  and  slack  to  break  the  local  mar¬ 
ket  at  any  time. 

Prices  remain  practically  unchanged  on  all 
grades  of  coal,  operators  being  glad  to  meet  any 
figures  which  will  meet  the  cost  of  production. 
The  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  is  taking 
fifty  per  cent  of  its  contract  coal  and  is  still 
heavily  overstacked  with  fuel. 


Personal  Mention. 

H.  P.  Jones,  of  the  Big  Hill,  paid  a  flying  visit 
to  this  city. 

W.  F.  Smith,  general  manager  of  the  White 
Oak  Coal  Company,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  a 
Louisville  visitor  this  week. 

Samuel  Drabelle,  of  Drabelle  &  Yager,  who  has 
been  confined  to  his  home  for  several  days  with 
an  attack  of  grip,  is  considerably  improved. 

R.  M.  Jackson,  head  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Pittsburg,  Ky.,  one  of  the  largest  opera¬ 
tions  in  Laurel  county,  was  in  the  city  for  sev¬ 
eral  days. 

Karl  Jungbluth,  vice-president  of  the  Snead  & 
Meguire  Coal  Company,  paid  a  visit  to  his  old 
home  at  Cincinnati  during  the  week.  Mr.  Jung¬ 
bluth,  while  a  Louisville  man,  was  for  five  years 
manager  of  sales  for  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati.  He  has 
many  friends  in  that  city. 


Edwin  Bower,  assistant  general  manager  of 
the  Coal  &  Coke  Railroad  of  West  Virginia, 
has  been  appointed  general  manager,  succeed¬ 
ing  his  brother,  W.  H.  Bower,  who  resigned 
because  of  ill-health.  J.  A.  Emmert,  former 
purchasing  agent,  has  been  appointed  assistant 
general  manager. 
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St.  Louis  Market. 


The  Weather  Turns  Warm  and  the  Mar¬ 
ket  Loses  the  Vigor  Shown 
Recently. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  13. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — “Warm  again”  tells  the  tale  of  the 
coal  market  for  this  week.  The  weather  has  been 
very  warm  for  three  or  four  days  now  and  the 
thermometer  is  ranging  between  fifty  and  sixty 
degrees.  The  buying  by  dealers,  which  had  been 
fairly  active  up  till  Friday,  dropped  off  entirely 
and  the  coal  business  as  a  whole  has  not  been  any 
duller  this  winter  than  it  is  right  now. 

With  no  dealers  buying,  a  third  of  the  factories 
closed  down,  and  the  railroads  using  the  minimum 
amount  of  coal  there  seems  to  be  no  one  left 
to  sell  any  coal  to.  Yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
in  spite  of  everything  being  desperately  dull  the 
coal  reports  show  that  the  tonnage  is  just  about  as 
heavy  as  ever,  the  receipts  averaging  about  30,- 
000  tons  of  Illinois  coal  per  day.  In  fact,  the 
coal  report  shows  that  even  more  coal  was  re¬ 
reived  in  St.  Louis  in  January,  190S,  than  January, 
1907,  though  conditions  were  just  the  reverse 
then  of  what  they  are  now. 

The  railroads  are  not  storing  any  coal  and  are 
taking  the  minimum  on  their  contracts.  No  one 
here  seems  to  be  storing  any  coal  against  a  strike, 
though  several  inquiries  for  some  pretty  big 
bunches  have  been  made  in  the  last  few  days.  If 
there  should  be  a  strike  of  the  miners  on  the  1st 
of  April  prices,  just  before,  would  probably  soar 
a  great  deal  higher  than  they  did  in  1906,  as  at 
that  time  firms,  here,  had  a  great  deal  more  coal 
in  storage  and  were  taking  large  quantities  of 
extra  coal.  As  conditions  are  now,  in  event  of  a 
strike,  a  great  deal  more  coal  would  have  to  be 
put  in  storage  in  a  great  deal  less  time.  Also  the 
chances  for  a  strike  seem  to  be  pretty  good  and 
the  operators  are  better  organized  than  ever 
before. 

The  market  on  all  kinds  of  lump  and  mine-run 
is  precisely  the  same — that  is,  absolutely  dead. 
Screenings  and  nut  coal  are  in  pretty  good  de¬ 
mand  and  are  bringing  fair  prices.  Though  the 
market  has  seen  some  violent  fluctuations,  prices 
on  the  whole  have  remained  about  steady,  which 
is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  they  have  been 
so  low  that  they  could  not  get  any  lower.  Cur¬ 
rent  prices  are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67 ;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52;  mine-run,  $1.37;  2- 
inch  nut,  $1.27;  nut  and  pea,  $1.12;  2-inch  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.02 ;  J^-hich  slack,  77  cents. 

Staunton  or  Mt.  Olive — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.52;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.12;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump  or  egg,  $2.12 ;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97 ;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.92;  mine-run,  $1.67;  2-inch  screenings, 
$1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Charles  A.  Sweet  of  the  Burlington  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  of  Chicago  was  in  St.  Louis  yesterday 
visiting  his  many  friends. 

The  Order  Kokoal  will  hold  another  koruska- 
tion  at  Doric  Hall  here  next  Wednesday  evening, 
February  19.  They  expect  to  initiate  about  fifteen 
new  candidates  among  whom  are  some  of  the 
most  prominent  coal  men  and  operators  in  this 
part  of  the  country. 

John  Henderson,  vice-president  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Fuel  Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  in 
St.  Louis  and  is  contemplating  opening  an  office 
here.  The  Washington  Fuel  Company  has  inter¬ 
ests  in  the  Carterville  field,  and  is  going  to 
open  the  office  here  to  handle  the  product. 

The  operators  of  districts  Nos.  5  and  9  held 
a  meeting  last  Saturday  and  perfected  a  perma¬ 
nent  organization,  electing  the  following  officers : 
R.  W.  Ropiequet,  president;  George  Hippard, 
vice-president;  Edward  Yoch,  treasurer,  and  Bert 
Averv,  secretary.  An  executive  committee  was 
elected,  composed  of  six  members,  three  from 
each  district.  The  committee  is  composed  of 
the  following:  Edward  Yoch,  Thomas  Brewster, 
Mr.  Mliller  from  the  9th  district,  and  O.  J.  Kling- 


enfuss,  Frank  F.  Tierre,  E.  J.  Krauss  from  the 
5th  district.  The  association  is  going  to  meet 
next  Saturday  and  much  good  is  expected  to  be 
accomplished  by  thgm,  as  they  have  nearly  all 
the  prominent  operators  as  members. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  February  13. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Changeable  weather  has  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  cause  several  shifts  in  the  coal  business 
during  the  last  few  weeks,  the  business  increas¬ 
ing  and  decreasing  according  to  the  weather. 

Two  weeks  ago  an  unusual  cold  spell  was  ex¬ 
perienced  and  the  retailers  immediately  noticed 
a  great  increase  in  trade.  Many  orders  were 
filled  and  the  demand  for  coal  was  greater  than 
at  any  other  time  in  the  past  several  months.  The 
steam  trade  was  not  greatly  increased,  as  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal  at  the  many  large  factories  in  the  city 
is  holding  out  well  and  there  is  little  demand  for 
coal  among  the  factory  trade. 

Beginning  with  Monday  of  this  week  the 
weather  began  to  get  warmer  and  at  the  present 
time  the  dealers  are  beginning  to  notice  a  de¬ 
crease  in  trade  which  is  likely  to  continue  for 
some  time.  Extra  large  orders  have  been  scarce, 
but  still  the  amount  of  business  done  during  the 
last  two  weeks  has  been  gratifying  to  the  retail¬ 
ers.  If  the  present  warm  spell  keeps  up  dealers 
figure  that  the  average  for  the  month  will  not  be 
as  good  as  was  expected. 

Mine  agents  in  the  city  state  that  during  the 
last  few  days  the  mines  have  not  been  operated 
full  time..  It  is  expected  that  the  present  warm 
spell  will  urove  only  temporary  and  it  will  be 
but  a  short  time  before  the  present  slump  is 
checked  and  business  will  be  booming  again. 


Personal  Mention. 

W.  J.  McGee,  of  Cincinnati,  visited  in  the  city 
this  week. 

Mr.  Guild,  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Columbus,  was  a  local  visitor  today. 

Harry  Odbert,  of  the  H.  S.  Odbert  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Cleveland,  called  on  local  coal  dealers 
last  week. 

W.  A.  Reed,  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  Company,  called  on  local  members  of  the 
trade  last  week. 

T.  Boone  Browne,  of  the  Connelton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  this  city,  left  on  a  short  business  trip 
yesterday  and  is  expected  back  in  the  city  Sat¬ 
urday. 


How  to  Handle  Coal. 


With  a  view  of  minimizing  the  amount  of  coal 
used  for  firing  locomotives,  special  instructions 
are  being  issued  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
through  the  various  division  superintendents  along 
certain  lines.  The  rules  deal  with  the  firing  of 
bituminous  coal  so  as  to  get  the  best  results  with 
the  least  amount  of  coal,  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  the  smoke  down  to  a  minimum. 

The  rules  are  practically  the  same  that  have 
been  in  force  on  the  Pennsylvania  system  for  some 
time,  and  it  has  been  the  duty  of  the  special  fire¬ 
men  instructors  to  carry  them  out.  When  the 
company  began  its  retrenchment  policy,  quite  a 
number  of  the  instructors  were  put  back  on  other 
positions,  and  their  work  was  discontinued.  The 
instructions  are  now  being  issued  in  the  form  of 
general  order. 

Bituminous  coal  is  usually  composed  of  sixty 
per  cent  of  carbon,  thirty  per  cent  gaseous  matter 
and  one  per  cent  earthy  matter,  which  remains 
on  the  grate  as  ash  or  clinker.  When  the  coal  is 
applied  to  the  fire  the  gaseous  matter  is  expelled 
and  if  properly  mixed  with  the  required  amount 
of  air  and  heated  to  a  sufficient  temperature  be¬ 
fore  leaving  the  firebox,  the  mixture  will  ignite 
and  be  consumed.  The  resultant  gases  or  products 
of  combustion  will  then  pass  from  the  firebox  as 
a  colorless  vapor,  leaving  the  solid  mass  on  the 
grate  in  the  form  of  coke. 

When  large  quantities  of  coal  are  placed  on  the 
fire  at  one  time,  a  large  amount  of  gas  is  liber¬ 
ated  at  once,  and  with  the  relatively  small  fire¬ 
boxes  which  are  characteristic  of  locomotives  it 
is  generally  impossible  to  furnish  sufficient  air  at 
the  required  temperature  to  support  perfect  com¬ 
bustion  of  the  gaseous  matter. 


January  Anthracite  Output. 


The  anthracite  coal  output  in  January  was 
about  200,000  tons  above  the  largest  estimate,  and 
the  amount  of  coal  sent  forward  was  never  ex¬ 
ceeded  in  that  month  except  once.  The  shipments 
of  this  year  were  5,618,839  tons,  and  in  January, 
1903,  they  were  5,964,950  tons.  In  1905  the  out¬ 
put  was  4,408,578  tons  and  in  1904,  4,134,245  tons. 
The  production  this  year  was  remarkable  in  view 
of  the  unseasonable  weather,  which  had  the  effect 
of  lessening  the  demand.  Evidently  while  a  high 
thermometer  interrupted  activity  in  the  sales  de¬ 
partment  it  had  no  effect  on  transportation,  or 
the  production,  and  in  fact  it  rather  accelerated 
both.  The  increase  in  the  tonnage  over  January 
of  1907  was  368,393  tons.  The  shipments  by  com¬ 
panies  this  year  and  last  were : 


January:  1908.  %.  1907.  %. 

P.  &  R . 1,099,480  19.57  1,070,898  20.40 

L.  V . 1,011,436  18.00  883,360  16.83 

C.  R.  R.  of  N.  J..  722,965  12.87  633,351  12.06 

D. ,  L.  &  W .  842,955  15.01  862,500  16.43 

D.  &  II .  569,127  10.13  526,026  10.02 

Penna.  R.  R .  514,820  9.16  507,607  9.67 

Erie  .  617,032  10.98  532,500  10.14 

O.  &  W .  240,524  4.28  233,704  4.45 


Total  . 5,618,339  5,249,946 


The  only  company  showing  a  decrease  was 
Lackawanna.  Lehigh  Valley  had  a  most  favor¬ 
able  month.  Its  tonnage  approximated  Reading 
and  was  away  ahead  of  Lackawanna.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  did  not  show  much  improvement,  but  all 
the  other  companies  did.  As  the  large  output  was 
not  needed  for  the  current  trade  requirements  of 
the  month  it  is  evident  that  the  companies  were 
all  anxious  to  have  a  surplus  for  stocking  pur¬ 
poses,  and  no  doubt  stocks  of  coal  were  increased. 

The  percentage  allotment  of  the  different  com¬ 
panies,  and  the  percentage  of  the  total  output  by 
each  in  recent  periods  was  as  follows : 


Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan. 
Allot.  1905.  1906.  1907.  1907.  1907.  1907.  1908. 

P.  &  R . 20.50  20.48  20.21  20.89  22.45  21.51  21.36  19.57 

L.  V . 15.65  16.40  15.32  17.18  17.90  17.25  16.96  18.00 

C.  R.R.  N.T. 11. 70  13.00  12.54  12.99  12.29  14.10  13.21  12.87 

D. ,  L.  &  W. 13.35  15.56  16.52  15.25  15.07  17.75  14.53  15.01 

D.  &  If .  9.60  9.19  9.60  9.78  9.91  9.87  9.35  10.13 

Penna.  R.  R. 11.40  7.96  ~8.72  9.24  8.15  7.74  10.20  9.16 

Erie  . 11.20  10.14  10.12  10.66  10.32  10.83  10.52  10.98 

O.  &  W .  3.10  4.65  4.39  4.01  3.91  3.95  3.87  4.28 


The  production  of  coal  by  months  for  five  years 
was  as  follows.  It  seems  to  be  an  ordinary  thing 
of  late  months  to  ship  5,000,000  tons  or  more.  A 
test  in  this  respect  will  come  this  month  when 
there  will  be  but  twenty-two  working  days.  The 
Reading  company  in  January  stopped  two  days  in 
a  week  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  and  that 
company  also  closed  the  mines  two  days  this 
week. 


Mo.  1908.  1907.  1906.  1905.  1904. 

Tan.  5,618,339  5,249,946  5,458,084  4,408,578:  4, 134, £45 

Feb .  4,563,720  4,712,099"  3,922,601  4,326,269 

March  .  5,235,814  5,797,167  5,258,567  4,375,033 

April  .  5,916,583  488,203  5,278,041  5,407,786 

May  .  5,994,272  3,254,230  6,005,158  5,185,079 

Tune  .  5,924,260  5,676,018  5,844,052  5,728,795 

Tuly  .  5,062,435  4,981,448  4,546,743  4,623,227 

Aug .  5,716,552  5,400,511  5,041,838  4,325,734 

Sept .  5,442,334  4,527,886  5,082,232  3,967,600 

Oct .  6,015,851  5,384,768  5,205,694  5,131,542 

Nov .  5,666,205  5,182,153  5,421,584  5,124,068 

Dec .  5,343,477  4,836,028  5,395,113  5,063,144 


Total  .  67,109,393  55,698,595  61,410,201  57,392,522 


Tidewater  stocks  on  hand  January  31,  1908, 
were  788,792  tons.  Stocks  on  hand  December  31, 
1907,  713,620  tons,  an  increase  of  75,172  tons. 


Deal  in  Coal  Mines. 

Barbourville,  Ky.,  February  13. — The  Inter¬ 
state  Coal  Company,  said  to  be  a  George  L.  Car¬ 
ter  enterprise,  has  purchased  the  mining  plants 
of  the  Brush  Creek  Coal  Company,  the  Matthews 
Coal  Company  and  the  Evans-Jellico  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  and  has  options  on  a  number  of  other  big 
plants  in  this  field.  The  company  has  also  op¬ 
tioned  at  $150,000  the  Lunsford,  Detherage  & 
Lawson  tract,  embracing  3,000  acres.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  company  are  endeavoring  to 
secure  many  other  plants.'  This  movement  is  said 
to  be  the  forerunner  of  a  move  on  the  part  of 
one  of  the  big  railroad  companies  to  obtain  a 
southern  outlet  from  Pittsburgh  into  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  coal  fields. 


The  Rice  Coal  Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
has  been  incorporated  with  $150,000  capital 
stock,  the  incorporators  being  William  Rice, 
J.  M.  Garfield,  A.  J.  Thompson,  A.  E.  Green 
and  Joseph  Hidy. 
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Significance  of  the  Peoria  Conference. 


On  Thursday,  February  20,  the  members  of 
the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  will 
meet  the  members  of  the  mine  workers'  union 
of  Illinois  in  a  conference  at  Peoria.  This  is 
going  to  be  a  meeting  of  unusual  importance, 
first,  to  the  mine  operators  of  Illinois  and,  sec¬ 
ond,  to  those  who  own  property  in  other  states 
represented  in  the  interstate  agreement. 

Two  contentions  are  likely  to  arise,  one  of 
which  is  of  minor  importance  and  the  other  of 
major  interest.  The  first  concerns  the  payment 
of  the  shot  firers.  By  agreement  the  miners 
have  absorbed  this  expense,  although,  of  late, 
they  have  been  disposed  to  shift  the  burden,  if 
possible,  to  the  mine  operators.  The  latter 
now  object  to  assuming  any  such  responsibil¬ 
ity,  claiming  that  the  safeguards  vouchsafed  by 
the  shot  firers’  law  are  entirely  for  the  miners’ 
benefit  and  placed  upon  the  statute  books  at 
the  behest  of  the  mine  workers’  interests. 
Since,  therefore,  the  mine  workers  are,  in  a 
certain  measure,  responsible  for  the  enactment 
of  this  law  and  since  that  matter  is  already 
covered  by  an  agreement  between  the  oper¬ 
ators  and  miners,  there  will  be  little  disposi¬ 
tion,  if  any,  on  the  operators’  part  to  make  any 
change  in  the  present  stipulations. 

The  really  important  question  is  whether  the 
adoption  of  the  Danville  basing  rate  by  the 
interstate  agreement  shall  carry  with  it  the 
adoption  of  present  differentials  or  the  present 
proportionate  differential.  In  other  words,  Illi¬ 
nois  operators  would  like  to  have  it  understood 
that  they  will  be  in  the  same  position  as  the 
other  states  and  that  when  they  get  through 
with  the  Indianapolis  conference  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  fight  the  battle  all  over  again  in 
the  state  of  Illinois.  This  will  have  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  whether  the  Illinois  operators 
and  miners  are  to  be  able  to  go  to  the  Indian¬ 
apolis  conference  with  confidence. 

Under  the  old  method  of  doing  things  Illi¬ 
nois  returned  home  from  the  interstate  confer¬ 
ence  with  a  mining  rate  fixed  for  the  Danville 
district  only.  It  was  not  sure  that  the  mines 
were  going  to  be  operated  even  in  the  Danville 
district,  because  the  part  which  Illinois  played 
in  the  interstate  agreement  was  significant  of 
nothing  until  it  had  been  ratified  and  read¬ 
justed  by  the  state  conference.  This  is  en¬ 
tirely  different  from  the  method  of  procedure 
in  other  states.  For  instance,  Ohio  has  sev¬ 
eral  districts,  the  same  as  Illinois,  and  yet  the 


questions  of  differentials  and  mining  condi¬ 
tions  have  been  so  thoroughly  understood  in 
Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years,  that  any  agree¬ 
ment  as  to  the  basing  rate  has  fixed  the  other 
rates  automatically.  The  interstate  agreement 
takes  into  consideration  only  the  basing  rate 
for  Hocking  Valley  coal.  The  other  territories 
in  that  state,  the  No.  8  seam,  the  Jefferson 
county  tracts,  the  Coshocton  field  and  the 
Massillon  field,  have  all  readjusted  their  sched¬ 
ules  to  the  price  fixed  for  Hocking  Valley.  In 
western  Pennsylvania,  when  the  rate  was 
agreed  upon  for  thin  vein  mining  the  thick 
vein  operators  and  miners  understood  what 
the  rate  was  going  to  be  there  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  ratification  of  the  interstate  agree¬ 
ment  and  the  readjustment  of  the  thick  vein 
mining  conditions  was  only  a  matter  of  for¬ 
mality.  The  same,  with  some  modifications, 
has  been  true  of  Indiana. 

When  it  came  to  Illinois  the  conditions  were 
entirely  different.  Illinois  operators  would 
return  from  the  interstate  conference  with  only 
the  basing  rate,  or  that  for  the  Danville  dis¬ 
trict,  agreed  upon.  There  has  been  more  or 
less  dispute  as  to  the  proper  differential  and 
the  proper  mining  conditions  for  several  of  the 
other  territories  and  consequently  this  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  bone  of  contention  between  the 
representatives  of  the  unions  and  the  various 
mine  operators.  Until  a  state  agreement  was 
entered  into  the  Illinois  participation  in  the 
interstate  agreement  was  very  largely  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  form.  This  year  the  Illinois  operators 
desire  to  change  this  condition  slightly  and 
want  it  understood  that  when  the  interstate 
agreement  conference  agrees  upon  a  scale  for 
the  Danville  district  it  shall  carry  with  it,  au¬ 
tomatically  for  the  whole  state,  the  same  or  a 
proportionate  differential  for  all  of  the  other 
territories.  For  instance,  if  the  Danville  scale 
shall  be  raised  three  cents  this  would  bring 
about  automatically  a  rise  of  a  similar  kind 
in  all  of  the  other  districts.  The  same  would 
■be  true  in  case  of  either  a  reduction  or  a  re¬ 
tention  of  the  present  scale  for  another  period 
of  one  or  two  years. 

Conditions  appear  this  year  to  be  favorable 
to  satisfactory  settlements  with  the  mine  work¬ 
ers  and  the  Illinois  operators  are  hoping  that 
they  will  be  able  to  gain  their  point  this  year 
and  thus  establish  a  precedent  that  will  be  val¬ 
uable  in  future. 


Progress  of  the  Waterways. 


Advices  from  Washington  lead  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  there  will  be  no  rivers  .and  har¬ 
bors  bill  before  the  national  house  this  year. 
Congress,  however,  usually  makes  provisions 
under  the  Civil  Sundries  bill  for  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  public  work  carried  under  continuing 
contracts.  It  has  been  the  fond  hope  of  west¬ 
ern  men  that  congress  would  make  an  appro¬ 
priation  for  the  deepening  of  the  waterway 
between  Chicago  and  St.  Louis  and  conse¬ 
quently  mark  the  beginning  of  a  large  barge 
canal  from  the  great  lakes  through  to  the  Gulf. 

In  the  hope  that  the  rivers  and  harbors  bill 
would  be  passed  and  that  it  would  carry  the 
sanction  of  this  project,  Representative  Lori- 
mer  of  Chicago  caused  to  be  introduced  into 
the  house  a  bill  calling  for  the  appropriation 
of  $31,000,000  for  the  construction  of  a  four¬ 
teen-foot  waterway  from  Chicago  to  St.  Louis. 
Although  the  rivers  and  harbors  bill  may  not 
be  presented  to  the  congress  this  year  it  is 
hoped  that  some  provision  for  this  waterway 
will  be  carried  under  the  Civil  Sundries  bill. 
There  are  several  things  in  favor  of  an  imme¬ 
diate  consideration  of  the  subject  by  congress 
and  one  or  two  things  which  make  for  delay. 

In  its  favor  is  the  fact  that  Theodore  E.  Bur¬ 
ton,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  rivers  and 
harbors,  has  sanctioned  the  waterway  and  con¬ 
siders  it  important  as  a  link  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  national  waterway  scheme  carrying 


thorizing  a  bond  sale  of  $20,000,000  to  raise 
funds,  these  to  be  applied  to  the  work  of  dig¬ 
ging  a  fourteen-foot  channel  from  the  present 
terminus  of  the  Chicago  Drainage  canal  to  a 
point  on  the  Illinois  river.  Congress  wants  to 
see  what  action  the  state  is  going  to  take  in 
this  matter  before  it  decides  to  make  any  defi¬ 
nite  move  for  the  completion  of  this  project. 

Another  thing  which  makes  for  delay  is  the 
fact  that  while  the  scheme  in  general  has  been 
approved  of  by  the  board  of  engineers  the 
definite  report  of  the  engineers  in  charge  of 
the  preliminary  survey  has  not  been  submitted 
to  congress.  The  latter,  at  its  last  session,  ap¬ 
propriated  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expenses  of  this  preliminary  survey 
and  gave  instructions  that  it  should  be  prose¬ 
cuted.  Until  this  report,  as  to  the  probable 
cost,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  rivers  and  harbors 
committee  a  definite  recommendation  of  con¬ 
gress  is  hardly  likely. 

The  completion  of  this  auxiliary  route  of 
commerce  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
coal  trade  of  Illinois  for  two  reasons.  The 
first  one  is  that  Illinois  has  just  been  getting 
a  foothold  in  the  coal  trade  of  the  south  be¬ 
cause  of  a  change  in  rates  last  summer  placing 
Illinois  on  the  same  footing  as  the  western 
Kentucky  field.  Through  all  of  that  territorv 
the  quality  of  Illinois  coal  is  coming  to  be  un¬ 
derstood.  At  the  same  time  the  production  of 
Illinois  coal  is  increasing  more  rapidly  than 
is  the  absorptive  capacity  of  the  territory  or¬ 
dinarily  served  by  those  mines.  There  is  noth¬ 
ing  now  to  indicate  a  systematic  curtailment  of 
production,  nor  is  there  anything  to  indicate 
that  Illinois  and  adjacent  territories  are  going 
to  develop  enough  coal  consuming  plants  to 
take  care  of  this  increased  outnut. 

The  natural  consequence,  of  course,  would 
be  that  prices  are  going  to  continue  to  decline 
unless  some  new  market  is  found  for  this  coal. 
About  the  only  feasible  market  which  presents 
itself  at  the  minute  is  that  which  is  offered 
through  the  development  of  a  waterway  from 
the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
especially  from  central  Illinois  down  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  The  action  of  the  state  of  Illinois 
and  of  the  United  States  government  with  re¬ 
gard  to  these  waterway  improvements  is  thus 
brought  directly  home  to  the  coal  trade  of 
the  west. 


out  the  ideas  expressed  by  President  Roosevelt 
last  summer.  Moreover,  the  Lakes-to-the- 
Gulf  Deep  Waterway  Association,  which  held 
a  convention  at  Memphis  last  summer,  aban¬ 
doned  all  idea  of  a  ship  canal,  which  would 
require  a  deMlt  of  twenty-one  feet,  and  adopted 
instead  a  fourteen-foot  barge  canal.  This  met 
the  approval  of  the  board  of  engineers  of  the  i'A 
United  States  army,  sent  out  by  the  chief  of 
engineers  under  instructions  from  congress  tojfflj 
make  a  report  on  this  project.  The  engineers?)*!'' 
could  not  be  brought  to  favor  the  extension  of -isffl 
lake  navigation  to  St.  Louis,  but  did  favor  the 
extension  of  the  Mississippi  river  navigation 
to  the  great  lakes.  In  that  respect  the  board 
of  engineers  is  entirely  in  harmony  with  the 
Lakes-to-the-Gulf  Assocation  which  met  at 
Memphis,  and  the  ideas  of  both  are  concurred  f 
in  by  Chairman  Burton  and  his  associates.  rC, 
There  is  everything,  therefore,  to  favor  thejj&j 
construction  of  this  waterway  as  soon  as  con-|rM 
gress  decides  to  take  action  upon  the  riversWj 
and  harbors  bill.  Ifji' 

The  one  thing  which  makes  for  delay  is  the  ' 
fact  that  the  state  of  Illinois  has  not  as  yet 
given  a  definite  decision  on  what  it  proposes 
to  do  with  that  part  of  the  waterway  which 
falls  entirely  within  the  state.  It  is  recalled 
that  last  summer  the  Illinois  legislature  de¬ 
cided  to  submit  to  a  vote  of  the  people  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  constitution  au- 


Appeals  on  Coal  Assessments. 

Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  February  12. — April  20  next 
has  been  fixed  as  the  time  for  the  hearing  of  the 
appeals  from  the  assessments  and  valuations 
placed  on  coal  lands  by  the  county  commissioners. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  when  District  Attor¬ 
ney  Salsburg  and  a  grand  jury  revised  the  assess¬ 
ment  list  over  a  year  ago  the  valuation  of  $67 
per  foot  acre  was  placed  on  coal  lands.  The  va¬ 
rious  companies  appealed  to  the  commissioners, 
but  the  commissioners  made  no  change  in  the 
amount. 

Shortly  after  the  decision  of  the  county  com¬ 
missioners  was  handed  down,  the  coal  company 
commenced  to  file  appeals  in  the  prothonotary’s 
office.  Some  two  hundred  were  entered  up  but 
no  action  was  taken  on  them.  This  morning  the 
papers  were  presented  to  the  court  and  April  20, 
at  10  a.  m.,  fixed  as  the  time  for  taking  the  ap¬ 
peals  up. 

In  setting  the  time  for  the  hearing  of  the  ap¬ 
peals,  the  court  directed  the  commissioners  to 
give  notice.  Five  prominent  attorneys  have  been 
engaged  by  the  coal  companies  to  represent  them, 
while  a  number  of  other  lawyers  will  be  present 
to  represent  the  appellants.  The  outcome  of  the 
appeals  will  no  doubt  attract  considerable  inter¬ 
est,  because  if  the  court  decides  against  the  com¬ 
missioners,  the  county  will  lose  several  million 
dollars  in  taxes. 


Consul-General  William  Harrison  Bradley,  of 
'Montreal,  Canada,  advises  that  the  regulations 
[governing  the  issues  of  the  leases  of  the  Domin¬ 
ion  and  school  lands  for  coal  mining  purposes 
have  been  made  uniform.  The  ground  rent  is 
to  be  made  $1.00  per  acre  per  annum,  and  the 
royalty  five  cents  ft  ton.  Not  more  than  640 
I  acres  are  to  be  leased  to  one  person. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Some  Improvement  Is  Seen  in  Anthra¬ 
cite  Trade,  While  the  Bituminous 
Situation  Looks  Brighter. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  February  13. 

The  cold  weather  of  the  week  stimulated  the 
anthracite  market  some,  but  not  to  the  extent 
that  operators  would  have  liked.  Some  new  busi¬ 
ness  has  developed  since  the  cold  wave,  but  not 
of  sufficient  volume  to  take  care  of  the  full  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  mines.  The  last  ten  days  or  two 
weeks  have  brought  coal  consuming  weather,  the 
thermometer,  throughout  most  of  the  eastern 
territory,  ranging  around  zero,  and  retail  stocks 
were  reduced.  While  the  producers  have  not 
been  flooded  with  new  orders  from  the  large  cities, 
the  increase  in  line  trade  has  been  satisfactory. 
In  the  large  cities,  the  dealers  have  more  storage 
space  than  the  dealers  in  the  smaller  towns,  hence 
they  were  so  well  stocked  at  the  commencement 
of  the  cold  snap  that  they  have  not  been  as  heavy 
purchasers  as  the  companies  would  have  liked. 
Most  of  the  prepared  sizes  are  moving  well,  with 
the  exception  of  broken,  and  chestnut  is  in  espe¬ 
cial  demand. 

Western  trade  is  taking  a  fair  amount  of  coal, 
all  rail,  while  the  New  England  all-rail  trade  is 
greatly  improved.  Tidewater  trade  has  shown 
the  least  improvement  since  the  cold  wave,  these 
markets  seeming  to  be  plentifully  supplied  with 
coal. 

Production  for  January  exceeded  expectations, 
the  tonnage  for  the  month  reaching  5,618,339  tons, 
or  an  increase  of  368,393  tons  over  January,  1907. 
Although  the  Reading  restricted  its  tonnage  last 
month,  closing  down  two  days  each  week  the  latter 
half  of  the  month,  it  exceeded  its  January,  1907,  ton¬ 
nage  by  18,582  tons,  while  the  Lehigh  Valley  showed 
an  increase  over  January,  1907,  of  128,076  tons ; 
the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  increasing  its  tonnage 
89,614  tons ;  the  Erie  increasing  84,532  tons ;  the 
Lackawanna  being  the  only  company  showing  a 
decrease,  its  tonnage  falling  off  19,545  tons.  So 
far  this  month,  most  of  the  operations  have  been 
restricted  for  one  reason  or  another.  The  Read¬ 
ing  was  on  four  days’  time  the  first  two  weeks 
of  the  month,  but  will  operate  six  days  this  week. 
The  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  was  closed  down  the 
first  two  working  days  of  the  month,  but  will 
run  full  the  balance  of  the  month.  The  Lehigh 
Valley  was  closed  down  for  two  days  last  week, 
and  will  probably  be  closed  down  two  days  this 
week.  Other  companies  have  not  operated  on 
full  time,  owing  to  weather  conditions,  the  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  Scranton  regions  being  so  handicapped 
by  snow,  ice  and  other  weather  conditions  that 
they  are  only  able  to  get  out  about  half  of  their 
normal  tonnage.  Thus  it  looks  that  the  February 
tonnage  will  be  short  of  last  year’s  tonnage  for 
the  same  month. 

It  was  noted  last  week  that  there  were  rumors 
of  concessions  being  made  to  move  some  in¬ 
ferior  grades  of  prepared  coal.  Inquiry  this 
week  fails  to  reveal  any  deviation  from  the  regu¬ 
lar  circular  prices  on  prepared  sizes,  though  there 
is  no  question  that  the  steam  sizes  have  been  of¬ 
fered  at  reduced  prices  owing  to  the  stagnancy 
in  the  demand  and  the  accumulation  at  tidewater 
points,  some  of  which  was  up  to  demurrage.  These 
sizes  below  pea  are  very  flat,  and  concessions  have 
to  be  made  in  most  cases  to  move  them  during 
this  unfavorable  weather.  With  the  coal  in  the 
cars  frozen  solid,  it  almost  requires  blasting  to 
unload  a  car,  and  in  many  instances  by  the  time 
a  load  of  No.  1  buck  is  forced  out  of  a  car,  it 
is  reduced  to  No.  2  or  3  state. 

The  accumulation  of  ice  in  New  York  harbor, 
and  at  all  the  eastern  ports,  makes  the  discharg¬ 
ing  and  delivery  of  coal  a  most  difficult  problem. 
For  several  days  this  week,  the  harbor  was  so 
full  of  ice  floes  that  tows  were  moved  with  great 
difficulty.  As  a  consequence,  many  dealers  in 
urgent  need  of  cargoes,  had  either  to  hire  tugs 
to  break  up  the  ice  in  their  slips,  or  wait  for  the 
ice  to  thaw  out  so  that  the  landing  could  be 
made.  Coastwise  vessels  have  been  greatly  handi¬ 
capped,  and  the  tonnage  moved  to  sound  points 
and  points  around  the  cape  and  the  past  week 
has  been  very  light. 

Some  slight  improvement  is  noted  in  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  trade.  Consumers  have  been  reducing 
their  stocks  gradually,  and  it  is  believed  that  or¬ 


ders  to  replenish  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  near 
future.  Already  more  inquiry  for  coal  is  being 
noted,  and  one  hears  of  an  occasional  order  be¬ 
ing  placed,  indicative  of  urgent  needs  of  consum¬ 
ers.  There  is  some  demand  for  better  grades 
of  coal,  and  with  practically  all  of  the  cheap  de¬ 
murrage  coal  cleared  out  of  the  markets,  dealers 
believe  that  the  tendency  from  now  on  will  be 
to  secure  better  coals,  for  which  more  satisfac¬ 
tory  prices  will  be  paid.  The  embargoes  have 
acted  to  keep  a  lot  of  cheap  coal  from  coming 
to  tide  the  past  few  weeks,  and  this  has  given 
shippers  with  lots  of  this  kind  of  coal  at  tide 
and  for  the  most  part  on  demurrage,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  clear  it  up.  While  the  embargoes  are 
in  a  measure  raised,  shippers  are  not  inclined  to 
ship  coal  to  market  nowadays  unless  there  is  a 
demand.  Production  is  being  pretty  well  cur¬ 
tailed  now,  and  the  situation  is  not  so  bad  as  it 
was  some  weeks  ago. 

One  hears  much  talk  about  contracts  for  an¬ 
other  season,  and  it  appears  that  the  wise  con¬ 
sumer  is  already  getting  a  line.  Some  of  the 
companies  report  a  very  liberal  inquiry,  but  none 
of  them  believes  that  much  business  will  be 
closed  before  the  latter  part  of  March  or  after 
April  1.  Operators  are,  in  some  instances,  fear¬ 
ing  labor  troubles  after  April  1,  and  the  question 
of  rail  rates  is  still  unsettled.  On  the  other 
hand,  large  consumers  are  not  yet  in  position  to 
say  how  much  coal  they  will  need  another  coal 
year. 

The  labor  question  is  puzzling  some..  Before 
the  panic,  it  looked  to  some  operators  as  if  miners 
might  make  a  demand  for  higher  prices.  It  now 
looks  as  if  operators  will  have  to  make  a  demand 
for  lower  wages.  The  operators  now  have  no 
fear  of  a  demand  for  higher  wages,  but  they  fear 
the  consequences  of  any  effort  to  reduce  the  wage 
scale. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  practically  nil,  while 
the  sound  trade  shows  some  improvement.  This 
trade  is  calling  for  some  coal  and  it  is  the  bet¬ 
ter  grades  which  are  in  demand.  Some  sections 
of  New  England  show  signs  of  business  improve¬ 
ment,  and  some  new  orders  are  reported  from 
this  territory  this  week.  Off  shore  business  is 
quiet,  and  export  orders  are  few. 

Since  the  blizzard  of  some  two  weeks  ago, 
most  of  the  coal  arriving  at  tide  is  frozen,  which 
makes  discharging  very  slow.  Cargoes  of  coal 
in  boats  at  tide  water  points  were  also  frozen, 
and  receivers  and  handlers  of  these  cargoes  have 
had  their  troubles.  Transportation  from  mines 
to  tide  is  very  slow,  cars  being  out  some  four  to 
five  weeks.  Some  operators  charge  that  the  slow 
movement  of  coal  by  the  railroads  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  following  the  business  depression,  the 
roads  put  too  many  of  their  freight  locomotives 
out  of  commission,  and  that  they  are  not  provid¬ 
ing  near  enough  motive  power  to  handle  the  traffic 
that  is  offered  them.  Cars  are  plentiful. 

New  York  harbor  trade  has  not  improved. 
Cheap  coals  have  been  cleaned  up  pretty  well, 
and  prices  now  range  from  $2.40  to  $2.65  for  fair 
grades  steam  coal.  High-grade  coals  sell  up  to 
$2.80. 

Vessels  are  plentiful,  and  rates  are  unchanged. 
In  some  instances,  harbor  rates  are  higher  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  difficulty  in  getting  cargoes  through 
the  ice,  but  much  of  this  business  is  under  con¬ 
tract  at  the  former  rates.  Many  boat  owners 
have  their  boats  tied  up  for  want  of  business,  or 
because  they  do  not  find  it  profitable  to  risk  their 
boats  in  the  present  unfavorable  weather  at  the 
low  rates  of  freight  prevailing. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad  &  Coal  Company  has  isssued  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  trans¬ 
ported  over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  and  previously  during  the  year: 

Broad  Top  Cumberland  Total 


Week  February  8,  1908 .  11,001  7,703  18,704 

Corresponding  week  in  1907.  20,084  8,977  29,061 

Total  for  the  year  1908 -  70,836  39,906  110,743 

Correspond^  period  in  1907.115,946  95,422  211,368 

Total  for  week.  . .  18,704 

Decrease  for  week .  10,356 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  110,743 

Decrease  to  date .  100,625 


The  coal  purchases  of  the  United  States  Gov¬ 
ernment  aggregate  in  value  nearly  $6,300,000  an¬ 
nually. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  February  13. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  has  been  almost  phenomenal  change 
for  the  better  in  the  anthracite  market  this  week, 
owing  mainly  to  the  fact  that  Buffalo  has  ex¬ 
perienced  the  coldest  weather  that  has  visited  this 
section  in  two  or  three  years.  But  while  Buffalo 
has  been  cold,  interior  towns,  tributary  to  this 
distributing  point,  have  been  even  colder.  At 
Corning,  on  the  extreme  lower  edge  of  the  state, 
the  mercury  registered  eighteen  degrees  below 
zero.  Orders  have  been  pouring  in  rapidly,  but 
some  delay  in  delivery  was  experienced,  some 
of  the  roads  being  hampered  by  snow  blockades. 
The  rail  movement  has  been  light  as  compared 
with  the  demand,  but  so  far  no  serious  shortage 
is  reported  anywhere  in  this  territory.  All  of  the 
roads  are  now  handling  freight  expeditiously  and 
no  trouble  is  anticipated  unless  there  shall  be  an¬ 
other  storm  of  similar  magnitude  to  that  which 
caused  the  mischief  this  week. 

Although  there  has  been  a  rush  of  orders  there 
has  been  none  of  large  size,  the  eager  ones  in 
most  cases  being  small  dealers  who  buy  close  to 
their  customers’  needs.  It  is  believed  that  the 
market  will  present  no  unusual  features  from  this 
out,  but  will  simply  follow  the  weather  until  the 
new  wage  scale  is  made  and  becomes  effective, 
which  will  be  in  April. 


The  Bituminous  Market. 

Snow  blockades  and  cold  weather  have  stimu¬ 
lated  the  trade  in  bituminous  this  week  and  have 
brought  about  an  inability  of  the  railroads  to 
move  the  coal  they  had  available.  Dealers  hav¬ 
ing  bituminous  coal  on  track  in  Buffalo  and  the 
small  towns  in  the  immediate  vicinity  were  un¬ 
able  to  secure  high  prices  during  this  blockade, 
but  with  a  return  to  normal  conditions  in  traffic 
handling,  prices  dropped  back  to  their  old  level. 
Those  who  were  able  to  take  advantage  of  the 
suddenly  increased  demand  profited  greatly 
thereby. 

Operators  in  western  Pennsylvania  are  looking 
forward  to  trouble  with  the  miners  about  April 
1.  There  is  a  strong  sentiment  among  Pittsburgh 
operators  for  a  decrease  of  ten  per  cent  in  the 
wages  of  miners.  It  is  predicted  by  some  that  if 
this  decrease  is  not  effected  it  is  very  likely  that 
an  indefinite  shut-down  will  result,  continuing  at 
least  until  business  conditions  shall  improve 
enough  to  warrant  paying  present  mining  wages. 

Local  operators,  conversing  freely  on  the  situ¬ 
ation,  declare  that  the  present  business  stagna¬ 
tion  will  make  it  necessary,  should  it  continue,  to 
curtail  the  output  of  coal  to  quite  a  degree  or  face 
a  year  of  demoralizing  prices  and  generally  un¬ 
stable  conditions.  This  opinion  is  born  of  the 
tightness  of  money  among  consumers  and  out¬ 
side  dealers.  Large  shippers  of  bituminous  are 
reporting  an  inability  to  make  proper  collections 
of  their  outstanding  accounts.  Some  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns,  who  have  alwavs  here¬ 
tofore  been  prompt  in  settlements,  are  complained 
of  bitterly  by  some  of  the  dealers  who  have  been 
supplying  them.  Even  the  railroads  are  some¬ 
what  slack  with  their  payments  for  fuel  supply, 
and  at  the  low  prices  at  which  bituminous  is  sold 
such  delinquency  is  a  serious  drawback. 


Local  Retail  Trade. 

While  the  retail  trade  is  active,  dealers  of  this 
class  are  hampered  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
wholesalers.  There  has  been  plenty  of  the  do¬ 
mestic  sizes  of  anthracite  during  the  period  of 
low  temperature,  but  collections  are  bad  indeed, 
and  but  for  the  liberality  of  the  sales  agents  who 
have  furnished  stock  freely  to  dealers  who  they 
believe  good,  the  failure  of  consumers  to  pay  has 
put  some  of  the  smaller  dealers  considerably  be¬ 
hind  at  the  trestles. 


A  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Red  Ash 
Coal  Company  was  held  at  Wilkesbarre  Monday. 
Directors  were  elected  as  follows :  Woodward 
Leavenworth,  John  N.  Conyngham,  William  H. 
Conyngham,  G.  Frederick  Parish  and  Edward  R. 
Reets.  Directors  met  later  and  elected  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers  :  Woodward  Leavenworth,  president 
and  treasurer;  William  H.  Conyngham,  vice  pres¬ 
ident  ;  and  Walter  Roberts,  secretary. 
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Baltimore  News. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  February  13. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)—  Things  are  just  about  at  a  stand¬ 
still  in  the  coal  trade  here.  There  is  practically 
no  demand  for  fuel  outside  of  that  moving  on 
contract,  and  operating  interests  are  sending  as 
little  fuel  to  seaboard  as  possible  at  the  sacrifice 
price  list  that  now  prevails.  Then  the  ice  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  Patapsco  river  and  Chesapeake  Bay 
have  been  worse  for  ten  days  than  for  several 
years  past,  and  many  coal  cargoes  have  been  held 
up,  some  for  more  than  a  week.  Points  along 
the  Chesapeake  especially  are  practically  cut  off 
for  the  time  being,  although  the  larger  boats 
used  in  the  coastwise  business  are  getting  through, 
subject  to  delay  under  convoy  of  the  city  ice¬ 
boats. 

The  inactivity  that  now  exists  about  the  mines 
is  well  exemplified  in  the  fact  that  the  railroads 
are  now  hustling  about  to  get  shippers  and  con¬ 
nections  to  take  cars.  Several  days  ago  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  railroad  sent  out  an  inquiry  to  its 
connections  in  an  effort  to  get  a  large  number  of 
empties  moving,  but  the  move  was  without  any 
particular  success,  it  is  said.  At  this  time  last 
year  everyone  was  made  to  hustle  for  cars,  and 
now  they  are  in  too  plentiful  supply. 

All  coastwise  points  are  feeling  the  depression 
in  business,  although  some  reports,  now  being 
made,  of  resumptions  of  industrial  activity  are 
leading  to  the  hope  that  things  will  soon  pick  up 
somewhat.  Foreign  shipments  are  likewise  feel¬ 
ing  the  strain,  for  a  coal  man  who  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  Cuba  says  that  not  near  so  much  coal 
was  being  ordered  from  the  island  as  had  been 
anticipated. 


A  New  England  Experience. 

Speaking  of  the  New  England  demand,  and  of 
prices  in  the  section,  a  coal  man  here  tells  an 
interesting  story  that  illustrates  the  weakness  of 
the  market.  A  large  cargo  was  recently  sent 
to  New  England  on  consignment.  Inquiry  was 
started  among  treasurers  of  industries  to  place 
the  coal,  and,  because  of  the  many  approached, 
the  story  went  the  rounds  that  several  shiploads 
were  on  their  way.  The  result  was  sacrifice  of¬ 
fers  for  the  fuel,  and  it  actually  went  for  a  rate 
alongside  .that  meant  but  forty  cents  per  ton  at 
the  mines ,  as  the  coal  was  produced  at  between 
seventy  and  eighty  cents  at  the  mines,  the  in¬ 
centive,  or  rather  lack  of  incentive,  to  further 
activity  of  the  kind  can  readily  be  appreciated. 

Prices  hereabouts  are  much  off  color.  There 
are  individual  cases  where  coal  has  been  dis¬ 
posed  of  way  below  production  cost,  but  generally 
speaking  best  grades  may  be  quoted  at  about 
$1.40;  good  steam  coals  at  from  80  to  90  cents, 
and  West  Virginia  gas  coals  down  to  60  and  70 
cents. 

There  is  naturally  but  little  activity  about 
the  mines.  Considerable  coal  is,  of  course,  mov¬ 
ing  on  contract,  but  there  is  not  any  hustling  for 
business.  Some  mines  are  working  more  than 
actually  needful  to  maintain  organization,  and 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  in  coal  circles 
as  to  just  how  advisable  this  is.  One  thing  is 
certain,  however,  and  that  is  that  there  is  no 
scarcity  of  mine  help  at  the  present  time. 

Charters  Inactive. 

There  is  but  little  activity  in  the  matter  of 
charters.  Offerings  of  vessel  bottoms  are  now 
plentiful,  and  rates  are  off  in  about  the  ratio  of 
coal  prices  themselves.  For  some  ports  there  has 
been  a  reduction  of  as  much  as  thirty  to  fifty  cents 
per  ton  on  the  schedule  that  existed  during  the 
rush  of  the  early  fall. 

Anthracite  dealers  report  considerable  activity 
as  a  result  of  the  cold  snap,  the  first  real  one  of 
the  winter.  Prices  remain  the  same  as  set  at 
the  outset  of  the  winter,  with  the  exception  or 
the  fact  that  pea  coal  is  now  selling  at  $5.25, 
instead  of  $4.50,  the  raise  being  made  to  protect 
the  better  grades,  which  sell  at  from  $7  to  $7.50. 


Mashek  Engineering  Company,  141  Broadway, 
New  York,  are  prepared  to  install  coal  briquet¬ 
ting  plants  in  the  United  States  apd  Canada. 
They  will  furnish  the  machinery  and  plans  only, 
or  will  erect  plants  complete.  This  company  has 
made  numerous  successful  installations  of  coal 
briquetting  plants  in  this  country,  and  parties 
desiring  information  relative  to  briquetting  should 
get  in  communication  with  them. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  February  13. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Since  the  advent  of  zero  weather  in 
the  east,  consumers  have  been  buying  coal  very 
freely,  and  retailers  have  had  all  the  business  they 
could  take  care  of.  Consequently  they  are  mak¬ 
ing  inroads  on  their  stocks  which  will  necessitate 
their  buying  coal  freely  from  the  companies  from 
now  on  throughout  the  winter  season.  There  was 
some  fear  that  the  weather  would  continue  so 
mild  that  some  of  the  retailers  with  large  stocks 
stored  might  be  able  to  go  through  until  April  1, 
without  being  compelled  to  do  any  buying  to  any 
amount,  but  now  it  appears  that  there  will  be  a 
good  lot  of  coal  consumed  between  now  and 
spring,  and'  that  the  companies  will  find  an  outlet 
for  a  heavy  tonnage  yet  before  the  reduced  prices 
go  in  effect  in  April. 

Retailers  will  not,  of  course,  stock  up  much 
coal,  anticipating  the  April  reduction,  but  they 
will  be  compelled  to  buy  from  week  to  week  to 
meet  the  immediate  needs  of  consumers,  and 
wholesalers  believe  that  their  purchases  will  in  the 
aggregate  run  up  to  heavy  tonnages.  Deliveries 
of  coal  to  consumers  have  been  hampered  very 
much  the  past  week  owing  to  the  ice  and  snow  in 
the  streets,  and  horses  have  suffered  terribly.  Re¬ 
ceipts  of  coal  by  tide  the  past  week  have  been 
light,  owing  to  the  bad  weather  along  the  coast, 
and  they  will  be  very  light  for  the  next  week,  as 
the  loading  ports  at  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
are  so  badly  clogged  with  ice  that  boats  cannot  be 
loaded  and  moved  readily.  Following  the  thaw,  a 
good  tonnage  is  expected  to  come  forward.  Re¬ 
ports  indicate  that  there  is  a  brisk  movement  of 
coal  by  rail  to  inland  points  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land.  The  average  inland  retailer  does  not  have 
the  storage  space  for  coal  that  the  large  city  re¬ 
tailers  have,  and  consequently,  as  soon  as  there  is 
a  heavy  consumption  of  coal,  they  are  forced  to 
receive  cars  immediately  to  replenish  their  stocks. 

Reports  just  issued  by  the  Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce  show  that  the  receipts  of  anthracite  at 
Boston  for  January,  1908,  were  141,579  tons,  as 
compared  with  172,843  tons  for  January,  1907. 
Bituminous  receipts  for  January  show  an  increase 
over  receipts  for  January,  1907.  The  figures 
show:  Receipts,  January,  1907,  208,885  tons;  Jan¬ 
uary,  1908,  244,016  tons.  Receipts  of  provincial 
coal  for  January,  1907,  were  44,100  tons ;  for  Janu¬ 
ary,  1908,  45,702  tons. 

A  slight  improvement  is  noted  in  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  situation.  Demurrage  coal  is  being  pretty 
well  cleared  up  at  all  the  New  England  ports,  and 
better  prices  are  being  obtained  for  such  purchases 
as  are  being  made.  There  is  some  slight  improve¬ 
ment  in  manufacturing,  and  one  hears  of  an  occa¬ 
sional  sale  where  for  the  past  month  or  so  trade 
has  been  dead.  There  is  some  talk  about  con¬ 
tracts,  and,  while  it  is  yet  early  for  quotations,  it 
seems  that  operators  in  standard  West  Virginian 
grades  will  want  pretty  near  the  prices  which 
ruled  last  season.  On  Pennsylvania  coals  it  might 
be  possible  to  make  contracts  at  5  to  10c  under 
last  season,  but  neither  buyer  nor  operator  are 
showing  any  great  desire  to  tie  up  on  any  propo¬ 
sition  just  at  present.  Vessel  rates  show  a  range 
of  about  60  to  70c  from  the  southern  ports.  Ar¬ 
rivals  have  been  few  the  past  few  days,  owing  to 
the  stormy  weather  along  the  coast. 

There  is  talk  of  a  strike  of  the  coal  hoisting 
engineers  employed  by  the  various  companies  in 
and  around  Boston.  About  150  men  are  employed 
by  the  various  companies,  and  they  are  organized, 
and  they  demand  that  their  pay  be  increased  to  $2 
a  day  for  a  certain  line  of  work,  with  shorter  hours 
for  all.  They  have  appointed  a  committee  which 
will  call  on  the  employers  and  insist  upon  their 
signing  the  agreement. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Company,  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report  as  follows: 

Since  our  last  report,  market  conditions  have 
improved  in  all  directions,  except  to  the  West 
Indies  and  Mexico,  owing  to  the  increased  de¬ 
mand  for  steamers  for  grain,  general  cargo,  oil, 
etc.,  and  the  scarcity  of  tonnage.  West  India 
rates,  however,  remain  at  recent  low  levels,  prin¬ 
cipally  owing  to  the  very  low  rates  now  current 
on  sugar  from  Cuba,  and  the  limited  demand  for 
sugar  boats,  which  is  causing  an  increased  num¬ 


ber  of  time  charterers’  boats  available  in  this  mar¬ 
ket.  Among  the  recent  charters  were  two  fix¬ 
tures  for  coals  from  Philadelphia  to  Havana  at 
$1.30,  and  the  steamer  “Ragnarok,”  685  tons  reg¬ 
ister,  coals  Norfolk  to  Kingston  at  $1.80. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows:  $1.30  to  $1.35  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.70  to  $1.80  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.50  to 
Cienfuegos ;  $1.60  to  Daiquiri;  $1.65  to  $1.70  to 
Santiago;  $1.50  to  $1.60  to  Colon;  $1.75  to  $1.80 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.80  to  $1.85  to  St. 
Lucia;  $1.40  to  $1.50  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75  to 
$1.80  to  Barbados;  $1.50  to  $1.70  to  Kingston; 
$1.20  to  $1.25  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao  ;  $2.40  to  $2.50 
to  Demerara;  $1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.45  to  Vera 
Cruz;  $1.45  to  Tampico  ($2.30  to  $2.35  to  Tampico 
on  coke)  ;  11s  to  11s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  13s  to 
13s  6d  to  Rosario;  12s  6d  to  13s  6d  to  Rio;  13s  6d 
to  14s  6d  to  Santos;  10s  to  11s  to  a  direct  port  in 
the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $4.50  and  discharged  to 
Manila;  $4.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  February  13 .—(Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  considerable  more  activity 
in  the  anthracite  trade,  both  in  a  retail  and  whole¬ 
sale  way,  and  so  much  has  been  the  improvement 
that  it  is  now  pretty  certain  that  the  collieries  of 
all  the  companies  will  be  worked  six  days  this 
week  and  next  week  also,  unless  the  demand  is 
suddenly  checked.  There  is  a  lot  of  coal  going 
into  the  hands  of  consumers  in  this  city  and 
throughout  the  East,  and  orders  from  retailers  for 
more  coal  are  daily  coming  to  the  companies  and 
wholesalers,  the  New  England  line  trade  being 
particularly  good.  While  the  weather,  which  for 
the  past  two  weeks  has  been  about  as  cold  as  coal 
men  could  wish,  the  temperature  yesterday  began 
to  climb  upward,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  we 
will  have  a  repetition  of  the  long  spells  of  mild 
weather  so  prevalent  this  winter.  There  is  con¬ 
siderable  ice  at  the  ports  and  in  the  Delaware 
river,  and  but  little  coal  has  moved  eastward  by 
tide  since  the  blizzard. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  is  in  some  better 
shape  than  last  week.  The  ports  are  freer  of 
cheap  coals,  so  that  sellers  of  good  grades  of 
steam  coal  are  enabled  to  get  prices  more  in 
keeping  with  the  worth  of  the  article  they  offer. 
Operators  believe  that  from  now  on  the  only 
changes  in  the  situation  will  be  towards  improve¬ 
ment,  as  they  argue  that  with  sacrifice  coal  almost 
entirely  eliminated  from  the  markets,  buyers  will 
be  willing  to  pay  prices  somewhere  in  keeping 
with  the  cost  of  production,  transportation  and 
selling  charges.  No  one  expects  to  see  again  soon 
sales  of  coal  in  the  consuming  sections  for  less 
than  the  cost  of  mining,  to  say  nothing  of  other 
necessary  costs. 

While  the  stocks  of  coal  in  the  hands  of  con¬ 
sumers  are  now  known  to  have  been  larger  than 
usual  in  former  seasons,  it  is  now  believed  that 
consumers  have  been  making  inroads  on  their 
stocks,  and  that  they  will  shortly  have  to  place 
orders  for  immediate  needs. 

What  is  going  to  be  the  contract  prices  for  coal 
for  the  new  coal  year,  which  begins  on  Ap^rrl  1, 
no  one  at  present  cares  to  predict.  There  is  more 
or  less  inquiry  about  contracts,  but  the  situation 
is  too  unsettled  at  the  moment  for  operators  to 
know  just  what  figures  to  name.  Unsettled  labor 
and  industrial  conditions  are  to  be  considered. 
These  are  two  factors  in  the  coal  trade  of  such 
grave  importance  that  only  those  operators  specu¬ 
latively  inclined  can  afford  to  ignore  them. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  will  be  held 
at  the  offices  of  the  company  at  108  South  Fourth 
street,  this  city,  on  Tuesday,  February  25,  when 
a  president  and  board  of  managers  will  be  elected 
to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  annual  re¬ 
port  of  the  company  will  be  ready  for  distribu¬ 
tion  on  the  17th. 


Bids  for  the  supplying  of  2.250  tons  of  pea 
coal  for  the  Gouverneur  Hospital,  New  York, 
were  as  follows:  Muhlenberg  Coal  Company, 
2,250  tons  pea,  at  $4.30;  60  tons  stove,  at  $6.30. 
Wm.  Farrell  &  Son,  2,250  tons  pea,  at  $4.45; 
60  tons  stove,  at  $6.35.  John  H.  Meyer.  2,250 
tons  pea,  at  $4.18;  60  tons  stove,  at  $5.90. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


George  M-  Dexter  has  resigned  as  manager 
of  Frost  Bros.  Coal  Company,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
His  plans  for  the  future  have  mn  yet  been  an¬ 
nounced. 

Leonard  G.  Venn,  formerly  with  J.  H.  Weaver 
&  Co.,  No.  12  Broadway,  New  York,  is  now  with 
the  Dunham  Coal  Company,  No.  1,  Broadway, 
New  York. 

Lhider  the  superintendency  of  John  Turnback, 
the  tonnage  of  the  C.  M.  Dodson  colliery  at 
Beaver  Brook,  surpassed  all  previous  records  for 
the  past  seven  years. 

A  new  electric  motor  weighing  eight  tons  is 
being  placed  in  the  Audenried  mine  near  Hazle¬ 
ton.  When  in  working  order  it  will  have  an  enor¬ 
mous  transportation  capacity. 

The  Quinn  Coal  Company,  Newark,  N.  J.,  has 
been  incorporated.  Capital  stock,  $10,000.  Incor¬ 
porators  are  W.  B.  Van  Houten,  Harry  S.  Quinn 
and  William  D.  Winterbottom. 

Nearly  all  the  coal  offices  and  all  the  railroad 
and  transportation  offices  were  closed  in  New 
York  City  on  Wednesday  on  account  of  the  holi 
day.  Those  offices  that  were  open  closed  at  noon. 

Schwarzt  &  Trotta  is  the  name  of  a  New  Har¬ 
lem,  New  York,  retail  coal  firm.  Mr.  Trotta  was 
formerly  in  the  retail  business  on  the  upper  east 
side,  and  is  well  known  in  the  section  in  which 
his  firm  will  operate. 

The  Fort  Worth  Coal  Company,  159th  street 
and  North  river,  New  York,  is  doing  a  large 
family  trade  in  that  section  of  Washington 
Fleights.  This  firm’s  operations  are  devoted  en¬ 
tirely  to  domestic  coal. 

Bids  for  20,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  for  the 
Department  of  Docks  and  Ferries,  New  York, 
will  be  receieved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Docks 
at  Pier  A,  Battery  Place,  until  12  o’clock  noon, 
on  Tuesday,  February  IS. 

George  F.  Etzel,  president  of  Etzel  &  Sons, 
coal  dealers,  Stanton  street  and  East  R"  er,  New 
York,  has  recently  purchased  a  six-cy!  ider  40- 
horsepower  automobile,  and  expects  >  spend 
much  of  his  spare  time  in  the  future  i  motor¬ 
ing. 

The  wages  of  anthracite  miners  for  t  js  month 
are  based  on  an  average  price  of  prepared  coal 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  of  $4.83,  which  was  the 
average  price  for  Jamtary  just  past.  In  January 
last  year,  the  average  price  of  coal  f.  o.  b.  New 
York  harbor  was  $4.81. 

The  McGraw  'Coal  Company’s  mine  at  Simp¬ 
son  W.  Va.,  known  as  the  “New  York”  mine, 
caught  fire  from  some  unknown  cause  last 
Wednesday,  and  burned  for  several  days,  doing 
damage  which  may  reach  more  than  $100,000. 
More  than  an  acre  of  coal  was  burned. 

It  is  reported  from  Washington  that  coal  is 
being  shipped  to  Aden,  Colombo  and  Shanghai 
for  the  use  of  the  American  battleship  fleet  on 
its  return  via  Suez  Canal.  The  coal  pile  at 
Manila  is  reported  at  60,000  tons  three  weeks  ago, 
is  now  reported  to  be  passed  the  86,000  ton  mark. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  American  Coal 
Company  of  Alleghany  County,  New  Jersey,  with 
offices  at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  have  de¬ 
clared  a  semi-annual  dividend  of  five  per  cent 
upon  the  capital  stock  of  the  company,  payable 
on  March  2,  at  the  New  York  offices  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Kline-Buss  Powder 
Company,  of  Pittston,  Pa.,  was  held  this  week. 
The  company  is  already  manufacturing  powder  at 
its  plant  at  Rocky  Glen.  They  produce  several 
kinds  of  powder,  one  of  which,  it  is  claimed,  will 
take  the  place  of  powder  now  used  in  coal  mines, 
being  smokeless  and  flameless. 

Richard  Tull,  treasurer  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Railway.  Company  and  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  died  suddenly 


at  his  home  in  Germantown,  Philadelphia,  on  last 
Saturday  evening.  He  was  fifty-six  years  of  age, 
and  for  twenty-five  years  was  chief  clerk  in  the 
treasurer’s  department  of  the  Reading,  succeed¬ 
ing  W.  A.  Church  as  treasurer  in  1904. 

Monday  the  breaker  boys  employed  at  No.  2 
colliery  of  the  Kingston  Coal  Company  went  out 
on  a  strike,  and  the  mines  of  this  company,  most 
of  which  are  near  Kingston,  in  Luzerne  county, 
Pa.,  were  made  idle.  The  grievance  of  the  boys 
is  that  the  noon  whistle  has  been  blown  irregu¬ 
larly  of  late,  causing  them  a  loss  of  from  five  to 
ten  minutes  of  the  time  allotted  them  for  eating 
their  lunch. 

There  were  quite  a  number  of  coal  and  trans¬ 
portation  men  in  attendance  at  the  annual  banquet 
of  the  New  York  Maritime  Association,  which 
was  held  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  on  last  Satur¬ 
day  evening.  Some  of  the  companies,  viz. :  The 
Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Company,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Beech  Creek,  and  Eastern  and  Peale,  Pea¬ 
cock  &  Kerr,  were  so  well  represented  that  a 
separate  table  was  filled  by  the  employees  of  each 
company. 

Following  numerous  complaints  of  residents 
against  the  smoke  nuisance,  the  Federal  Refining 
Company,  which  has  large  plants  at  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.,  has  been  experimenting  with  stokers,  and 
has  been  So  well  pleased  with  the  results  from 
one  of  these  consumers  placed  on  one  of  their 
boilers  as  an  experiment  that  they  have  given  or¬ 
ders  for  their  installation  on  all  of  their  boilers. 
There  are  numerous  new  smoke  consumers  being 
exploited  now,  and  one  which  is  giving  much  sat¬ 
isfaction  is  to  be  seen  at  the  plant  of  Blanchard 
Bros.  &  Lane,  leather  manufacturers,  at  Newark, 
N.  J. 

Tuesday  several  of  the  Philadelphia  papers  had 
stories  to  the  effect  that  information  had  reached 
the  anthracite  interests  in  that  city  that  some  of 
the  companies  were  cutting  prices  at  tidewater 
some  fifty  cents  a  ton,  and  that  in  the  west  twenty 
cents  a  ton  was  the  reduction  from  the  circular. 
Following  the  publicity  given  these  rumors  both 
in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  coal  offices,  the 
statement  was  made  by  one  of  the  companies  said 
to  be  cutting  prices  that  no  changes  had  been 
made  in  the  company’s  selling  prices  and  that  the 
report  so  far  as  the  cut  in  prices  charged  against 
them  was  unfounded. 

New  York  retailers  have  been  kept  very  busy 
delivering  coal  for  more  than  a  week  past,  or 
since  the  cold  weather  became  prevalent,  and 
many  of  them  have  orders  on  hand  sufficient  to 
keep  them  busy  for  the  next  week  or  so.  Many 
dealers  have  been  so  rushed  with  orders  that  they 
have  had  to  hire  outside  teams  to  help  in  making 
deliveries.  Although  there  has  been  lots  of  snow 
and  ice  on  the  streets,  the  extra  emergency  rate 
of  fifty  cents  a  ton  was  not  put  on,  and  consumers 
have  been  able  to  secure  coal  at  the  regular 
prices.  Most  of  the  large  retailers  kept  their 
teams  going  all  day  Sunday  making  deliveries. 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  formation  of  a 
partnership  between  E.  Forrest  Powell  and  Ralph 
Neilson,  who  will  conduct  a  general  coal  business 
at  No.  17  Battery  Place,  New  York,  under  the 
name  of  Powell  &  Neilson.  Mr.  Powell  has  been 
engaged  in  business  for  himself  since  his  retire¬ 
ment  as  sales  agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  some  two  years  ago.  Mr.  Neil¬ 
son  resigns  a  responsible  position  with  the  Loyal 
Hanna  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  to  enter  into  the 
partnership  with  Mr.  Powell.  Mr.  Neilson  was 
with  the  Loyal  Hanna  for  seventeen  years.  Both 
men  are  experienced  coal  men,  and  as  they  are 
very  popular  among  the  trade  and  the  consumers 
throughout  the  east,  their  partnership  should  be 
a  successful  one. 

A  verdict  of  $20,005.81  against  John  M.  Graham, 
president  of  the  International  Trust  Company,  was 
returned  by  a  jury  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  in  Boston  last  week,  in  an  action  brought 
by  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr  of  New  York,  to  re¬ 
cover  $30,000  from  President  Graham  for  alleged 


false  and  fraudulent  representations  regarding  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Thomas  &  Pike  Coal 
Company  of  Boston,  which  concern  went  into 
bankruptcy  in  May,  1906.  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr 
alleged  that,  as  a  result  of  the  representation  by 
President  Graham,  it  delayed  to  press  its  claim 
for  $35,505.81  against  the  Thomas  &  Pike  Coal 
Company.  They  also  declared  that  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Trust  Company  was  enabled  by  said  delay 
to  recover  full  payment  of  claims  against  the 
Thomas  &  Pike  Coal  Company,  amounting  to 
$68,500. 

Much  damage  was  done  by  a  mine  cave  which 
occurred  in  West  Scranton  Sunday  afternoon, 
when  the  surface  of  the  old  workings  of  the  Dia¬ 
mond  mine  settled,  causing  a  disturbance  affecting 
a  number  of  dwellings,  gas  and  water  mains. 
Subsidences  in  this  section  of  the  Lackawanna 
valley  are  becoming  frequent,  and  Scrantonites 
are  becoming  much  concerned  thereby.  Last  sum¬ 
mer  there  was  a  cave-in  as  the  result  of  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  old  Johnson  mine  of  the  Green  Ridge 
Coal  Company,  which  damaged  the  plant  of  the 
Railway  Steel  Spring  Company,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  fall  by  another,  and  still  another  only 
last  week,  which  did  some  damage  to  the  plant  of 
the  spring  company.  The  company  are  now  con¬ 
templating  a  removal  of  their  plant,  as  they  fear 
further  settlings,  which  may  do  serious  damage  to 
their  machinery,  which  is  of  an  expensive  nature. 

French  buyers  of  the  bonds  of  the  Randolph- 
Macen  Coal  Company,  which  owns  "rights”  in 
part  to  47,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Central  Mis¬ 
souri,  have  brought  suit  to  recover  the  amount  of 
their  investment,  which  they  allege  was  made  un¬ 
der  the  representation  that  the  property  was 
owned  in  fee.  As  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  is  the  purchaser  of  $1,000,000  of 
the  bonds  of  the  company,  a  lively  action  is 
promised.  The  suit  by  the  French  investors  is 
brought  on  the  ground  that  they  were  induced 
to  put  money  in  the  company  through  a  pros¬ 
pectus  issued  by  MacKay  &  Co.,  while  the  Mac- 
Kay  firm  avers  that  its  promises  were  made  on 
the  strength  of  the  information  furnished  by  the 
directors  of  the  coal  company.  The  bonds  of  the 
Randolph-Macon  Company  defaulted  in  interest 
after  three  coupons  were  paid,  and  there  has  been 
no  return  on  the  investment  for  the  past  three 
years. 


Illinois  Central  Railroad. 

Illinois  Central’s  report  for  December  and  the 
six  months  ended  with  1907,  shows  that  road’s 
share  in  the  general  slackening  of  business 
throughout  the  South.  Its  December  gross  busi¬ 
ness  was  the  smallest  since  1904,  suffering  a  loss 
of  $335,811  over  the  corresponding  month  in  the 
year  previous.  For  the  six  months,  gross  earn¬ 
ings  showed  an  increase  of  $1,480,843.  It  :is  a 
peculiarity  of  the  Illinois  Central,  due  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  conditions  of  the  territory  in  which  it  oper¬ 
ates,  that  its  traffic  is  at  its  lowest  point  in  the 
middle  of  the  summer,  and  increases  with  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  winter.  How  regular  is  this  increase  in 
traffic  by  months  is  well  shown  in  the  two  tables 
below : 


1907:  Gross  earn.  Oper.  exp.  Net. 

December  . $4,640,579  $3,304,851  $1,135,728 

November  .  4,860,762  3,474,262  1,386,500 

October  .  5,308,878  4.078,234  1,230,644 

September  .  5,002,098  3,900,969  1,101,129 

August  .  4,786,501  3,805,195  981,306 

July  .  4,648,354  3,539,054  1,109,300 

1906: 

December  . $4,976,390  $3,331,990  $1,644,400 

November  .  4,630,897  3,288,709  1,342,188 

October  .  4,876,771  3,554,074  1,332,697 

September  .  4,647,543  3,310,062  1,337,481 

August  .  4,480,250  3,272,027  1,214,223 

July  .  4,342,146  3,197,748  1,144,398 

Per  cent  of  gross  absorbed  by  operating  expenses: 

1907 . 71.2  71.4  75.6  77.9  79.5  76.1 

1906 . 66.9  71.0  72.6  71.2  72.9  73.6 


While  the  ratio  of  expenses  to  revenue  has 
shown  an  increase  in  each  month  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  the  change  from  67  per  cent  to  only 
71  per  cent  indicates  that  the  Illinois  Central  is 
resisting  the  tendency  of  higher  costs  to  absorb 
more  and  more  of  the  net  earnings  with  greater 
success  than  most  railroads. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


27 


Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


New  Incorporations, 


Shirkie  Coal  Company,  Terre  Haute, 
'tnd.,  has  been  incorporated  with  $10,- 
;00  capital  stock  by  Edward  Shirkie, 
Hugh  Shirkie,  R.  R.  Hammond,  J.  K. 
Dering  and  J.  E.  Hitt. 

The  Virginia  Red  Ash  Coal  Com- 
oany,  of  Raven,  Va.,  has  been  incor- 
>orated  by  J.  N.  Harman,  J.  W.  Har¬ 
tman  and  J.  N.  Harman,  Jr.  The  capital 
,tock  of  the  concern  is  $300,000. 

The  Stone  Canon  Consolidated  Coal 
Company,  of  Portland,  Me.,  has  been 
ncorporated  with  $0,000,000  capital 
,tock  tyy  J.  F.  Manter,  C.  E.  Eaton  and 
j  ,1.  \V.  Baldwin,  all  of  Portland. 

The  Clafflin  Coal  Company,  of  Wor- 
rester,  Mass.,  has  been  incorporated 
.vith  a  capital  stock  of  $00,000.  The 
ncorporators  are  Edward  W.  Pierce, 
\rthur  O.  Young  and  A.  E.  Richard¬ 
son. 

The  YaVima-Roslyn  Coal  Company, 
)f  North  Yakima,  Wash.,  has  been  in- 
I  :orporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $400,- 
)00  by  J.  H.  Rose,  M.  B.  Rose,  J.  R. 
\Iarshall,  Andrew  Sandager  and  R.  J. 
,ogan. 

The  Yellow  Creek  Coal  &  Lumber 
Company  of  Kentucky  has  filed  a  char- 
er  showing  a  capitalization  of  $25,000 
it  Nashville,  Tenn.,  asking  permission 
o  conduct  a  general  coal  business  in 
hat  state. 

The  'Terminal  Coal  Company,  of 
1  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  been  incorporated 
vith  $10,000  capital  stock.  The  incor- 
lorators  of  the  company  are  William 
\I.  Parker,  Charles  S.  Stoddart  and 
•"rank  H.  Briggs. 

The  Citizens’  Coal  &  Feed  Company 
|  las  been  incorporated  at  Cleveland, 
Chio,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $15,000. 
The  incorporators  of  the  concern  are 
V.  J.  Minarik,  J.  J.  Sacka,  K.  M.  Sacka 
md  F.  L.  Minarik. 

The  McDonald  Coal  Company  has 
irganized  a  wholesale  coal  business  at 
I  in  id,  Okla.,  and  will  handle  the  Henry- 
I  :tta  quality  of  coal  on  an  extensive 
I  cale.  L.  M.  Bumstein  has  been  placed 
|  n  charge  of  the  office. 

’  Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
[  iled  by  the  Webb  Fuel  Company  of 
I  lincinnati,  showing  a  capital  stock  of 
120,000,  by  Louis  M.  Webb,  F.  L.  Gar- 
;  ison,  J.  G.  Carruthers,  W.  B.  Callo- 
jvay  and  M.  M.  Shoemaker. 

The  Union  Fuel  Company,  Stcuben- 
ille,  Ohio,  has  filed  articles  of  in- 
orporation  showing  a  capital  stock  of 
50,000.  The  company  is  incorporated 
y  A.  S.  Buckingham,  A.  W.  McDonald, 
C.  Collins  and  James  White. 

Aklen  &  Tarbox,  Inc.,  of  Boston, 

I  lass.,  has  been  organized  with  a  cap- 
tal  stock  of  $5,000  to  conduct  a  gen- 
ral  coal  mining  business.  The  officers 
f  the  concern  are  E.  D.  Alden,  presi- 
ent;  B.  L.  Tarbox,  treasurer;  Wil¬ 
iam  H.  Keating,  clerk. 

1  Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
[  led  by  the  Fullerton  Grain,  Coal  & 
lerchandise  Company,  of  Farmer  City, 


Ill.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock 
of  $5,000,  all  paid  in,  and  the  incorpo¬ 
rators  are  G.  A.  Winslow,  I.  C.  Laf- 
ferty  and  Fred  Wilson. 

The  Dunham  Coal  Company,  of  New 
York  City,  has  been  incorporated  to 
deal  in  coal  and  coke  at  wholesale.. 
The  incorporators  are  Edward  R.  Dun¬ 
ham,  George  O.  Sayer  and  Sydney  S. 
Becker,  all  of  New  York.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  corporation  is  $10,000. 

The  Fillmore  Coal  Company  has  been 
incorporated  with  offices  at  Hillsboro, 
Ill.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock 
of  $175,000  and  will  conduct  a  general 
mining  operation.  The  officers  and  in¬ 
corporators  of  the  concern  are  Harry 
S.  Hargrave,  J.  J.  Frey  and  G.  C.  Lane. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  at  Olympia,  Wash.,  for  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Scranton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Spokane.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  new  firm  is  given  as  $250,000 
and  the  incorporators  are  N.  T.  John¬ 
son,  D.  W.  Brown,  P.  R.  Breyenton 
and  C.  W.  Shoup 

The  Arctic  Ice  &  Coal  Company  was 
recently  organized  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  to 
conduct  a  general  business  in  coal,  ice 
and  building  material  at  wholesale.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  concern  is  given  as 
$20,000,  but  it  has  the  privilege  of  be¬ 
ginning  business  when  twenty  per  cent 
of  this  amount  is  subscribed. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Pomeroy  Coal  Company, 
of  Washington,  Pa.,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000.  Of  this  amount  $1,000 
has  been  paid  in,  and  the  balance  sub¬ 
scribed.  The  incorporators  are  W.  R. 
Crispen,  M.  E.  Crispen,  B.  G.  Hughes 
and  IT.  B.  Hughes,  all  of  Washington. 


Western  Notes. 

E.  G.  Anderson,  of  Aberdeeen,  S.  D., 
coal  dealer  and  alderman  in  that  town, 
has  been  arrested  charged  with  receiv¬ 
ing  coal  stolen  from  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  by  em¬ 
ployes  of  the  railroad. 

A  coal  faimne  is  reported  from  Atchi¬ 
son,  Kas.,  a  number  of  mills  in  that 
city  being  shut  down  for  lack  of  coal. 
The  electric  light  and  power  plant  of 
the  city  has  also  been  forced  to  close 
for  several  days  owing  to  the  lack  of 
fuel. 

The  C.  W.  Hull  Company,  extensive 
coal  dealers  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  has  en¬ 
larged  its  coal  yards  in  that  city  by  the 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  from  the 
Omaha  Realty  Company.  The  newly 
acquired  property  is  located  at  Twenty- 
first  and  Izard  streets. 

The  board  of  public  service  at 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  has  awarded  a  con¬ 
tract  for  seven  thousand  or  less  tons 
of  coal  to  the  Pittsburgh  &  Buffalo 
Coal  Company.  The  coal  will  be  used 
at  the  waterworks  department  of  the 
city,  and  the  price  called  for  is  $1.85. 

Ten  men  employed  in  the  mines  of 
the  Port  Hood-Richmond  Railway  Coal 
Company  at  Port  Hood,  N.  S.,  were 
killed  by  a  fall  of  coal  a  few  days  ago. 


The  accident  occurred  in  the  Port  Hood 
mine  of  the  company  and  was  soon 
after  the  dav’s  work  had  been  com¬ 
menced. 

The  Oklahoma  State  Corporation 
Commission  has  now  officially  published 
its  order  putting  coal  rates  into  effect 
for  that  state,  which  will  be  similar  to 
those  of  Arkansas,  Illinois  and  Iowa. 
In  some  instances  the  reductions  in  the 
freight  rate  on  coal  is  as  much  as 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent. 

Mine  No.  2  in  the  Spring  Valley 
field  of  Illinois  has  been  closed  down 
indefinitely,  throwing  three  hundred 
men  out  of  employment.  There  are 
rumors  that  a  number  of  the  other 
mines  in  this  field  will  be  closed  on 
the  first  of  March.  For  the  last  six 
weeks  or  two  months  these  mines  have 
only  been  running  about  thirty-five 
hours  per  week. 

Roland  Beard  and  C.  Lemman,  of 
the  Hygeia  Ice  Company,  and  Joseph 
Miller,  of  the  Toledo  Ice  &  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  Toledo,  Ohio,  have  been  sen¬ 
tenced  to  six  months  in  the  county  jail 
&nd  have  been  ordered  to  pay  the  costs 
of  prosecution,  for  conspiracy  in  re¬ 
straint  of  trade.  The  men  have  already 
started  their  terms,  their  attorneys  mak¬ 
ing  no  effort  to  delay  sentence. 


Eastern  Notes. 

The  building  and  stock  of  coal  of  the 
Williams  Coal  &  Grain  Company,  Ruth¬ 
erford,  N.  J.,  was  damaged  by  fire  a 
few  days  ago  to  the  extent  of  $50,000. 

James  R.  Barnes,  of  Uniontown,  Pa., 
has  sold  to  Alexander  C.  Sherrard,  of 
Fayette  county,  three  tracts  of  coal  land 
in  Dunkirk  township,  Greene  county, 
the  consideration  being  $16,305.24. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Reading  Com¬ 
pany  will  order  a  suspension  at  its  mines 
of  two  days  each  week  from  now  until 
the  first  of  April.  This  will  be  the  case 
unless  severe  cold  weather  improves  the 
present  demand  for  the  product. 

Thirty  thousand  men  who  had  been 
idle  for  some  time  were  given  employ¬ 
ment  recently  in  the  Pottsville,  Pa.,  dis¬ 
trict,  when  the  thirty-eight  mines  of  the 


Reading  Company  resumed  operations. 
In  addition  to  this  number  several  thou¬ 
sand  resumed  in  the  steel  industry. 

The  relief  committee  in  charge  of  the 
funds  being  collected  for  the  benefit  of 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  Monongah 
mine  disaster  report  that  $140,000  has 
been  received  to  date,  not  including  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  clothing 
and  provisions  sent  from  all  parts  of 
the  country. 

The  large  safe  in  the  office  of  the  En¬ 
terprise  Coal  Company,  Garrat,  Pa.,  was 
blown  open  some  nights  ago  and  more 
than  a  hundred  dollars  in  currency  taken. 
Pay  envelopes  containing  the  salary  of 
employes  were  also  taken.  Nitroglycerin 
was  used  by  the  burglars  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  it  was  the  work  of  old  hands. 

Since  the  disaster  at  the  Darr  mine 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  has  cared 
for  all  of  the  sufferers  in  the  way  of 
coal  and  supplies,  has  furnished  free  rent 
to  those  who  live  in  company  houses 
and  has  given  $20,000  to  the  fund.  Be¬ 
sides  this  amount  the  contributions  from 
other  sources  amount  to  over  $19,000. 

The  power  house  at  mine  No.  7  of  the 
Lackawanna  Coal  &  Coke  Company  near 
Vintondale,  Pa.,  was  recently  totally  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire.  This  has  thrown  over 
a  hundred  men  out  of  employment.  The 
origin  of  the  blaze  is  a  mystery,  as  there 
was  no  fire  about  the  power  house  and 
no  one  was  on  duty  at  the  mine  at  the 
time. 


Southern  Notes. 

It  is  reported  at  McAlester,  Okla., 
that  over  ten  thousand  coal  miners  of 
that  state  will  strike  on  the  first  of  April 
for  an  increase  in  wages. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Company, 
Prudential  biulding,  Newark,  N.  J.,  at  its 
annual  election  a  few  days  ago  elected 
the  following  directors  to  serve  for  the 
ensuing  year :  J.  C.  Brydon,  James  T. 
Gardiner,  C.  W.  Wetmore,  John  I. 
Beggs,  E.  M.  Bulkeley,  F.  S.  Smithers, 
S.  W.  Burt,  W.  V.  H.  Powelson,  G.  R. 
Sheldon,  Richard  McCullough  and  Ru¬ 
dolph  Rodman. 


CP  RflWIUlAN  WINER  and  SHIPPER 
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(HOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  “LOPEZ” 

“Back  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 
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Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  vis  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 
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COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Saclcett  Screes  Co..  Pre* 
donle.N.  Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  Is  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredcmta,  N.Y. 
We  have  so  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsowhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  February  13. — ( Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — The  month  of 
February  so  far  has  proved  to  be  the 
most  active  of  the  winter  in  the  volume 
of  domestic  business.  In  this  respect  the 
first  ten  days  have  been,  in  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  most  shippers,  better  than  the 
whole  of  January.  While  the  weather 
has  not  been  extremely  cold,  a  fairly  low 
temperature  has  prevailed  throughout  the 
month,  with  the  exception  of  the  past 
few  days,  which  have  been  almost  spring¬ 
like.  A  continuance  of  this  condition  will 
soon  place  the  market  back  again 
where  it  was  a  few  weeks  ago. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  believed  that 
normal  weather,  based  on  the  kind  that 
has  been  general  during  the  past  few 
seasons,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  main¬ 
tain  a  fairly  good  market  from  now  on 
until  actual  summer.  In  spite  of  condi¬ 
tions  that  have  limited  consumption, 
dealers,  as  a  rule,  approach  spring  witji 
no  very  heavy  stocks.  Their  most  seri¬ 
ous  concern  has  been  the  matter  of  col¬ 
lections.  At  industrial  points  they  have 
had  to  carry  idle  working  people  to  a 
great  extent,  and  find  it  hard  to  meet 
their  obligations  with  shippers.  The  lat¬ 
ter  are  disposed  to  make  as  much  allow¬ 
ance  as  possible  for  this  shortcoming. 

The  increased  activity  of  the  domestic 
market  during  the  past  two  weeks  has 
not  been  sufficient  to  hold  prices  to  the 
circular  of  $1.50.  With  good  faith  exist¬ 
ing  among  shippers  this  figure  could  be 
universally  realized,  as  current  fuel 
needs,  and  not  the  inducement  of  chean 
coal,  govern  the  demand.  The  best 
grades  of  coal  are  being  held  fairly  firm, 
but  there  is  much  cheap  business  moving. 
Signs  of  in  improvement  in  the  steam 
trade  have  been  in  evidence  during  the 
past  week  in  the  form  of  more  inquiries 
than  for  some  time  previous.  This  has 
not  had  much  effect  on  prices.  Run-of- 
mine  selling  at  from  90c  to  $1.15:  Nut, 
pea  and  slack  is,  if  anything,  a  shade 
weaker.  This  is  due  to  no  lessening  of 
demand,  but  to  an  increase  of  supply. 

Hocking  Coal  Road  Earnings. 

The  last  monthly  reports  of  two  coal 
roads  in  the  Hocking  valley  covering 
December  show  a  falling  off  of  earnings. 
The  figures  for  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan 
on  gross  business  are  $142,383,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  $38,000  as  compared  with  the 
same  month  of  1906.  The  Toledo  & 
Ohio  Central  had  gross  earnings  to  the 
amount  of  $298,739,  a  decrease  of  $76,000. 
Both  of  these  roads  enjoyed  a  substan¬ 
tial  increase  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1907  over  the  previous  vear. 

The  manner  in  which  the  coal  trade 
enters  into  the  prosperity  of  these  lines 
is  shown  by  the  statement  that  soft  coal 
makes  up  80  per  cent  of  their  freight 
traffic.  As  the  weather  conditions  for 
December  were  similar  to  those  of  the 
same  month  in  1906,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  slump  has  been  in  the  steam  coal 
trade,  incident  to  the  shutting  down  of 
factories,  rather  than  to  any  loss  of  ton¬ 
nage  in  domestic'  coal.  It  is  expected 
that  January  of  the  present  year  will  also 
show  a  heavy  loss  of  business.  This  de¬ 
pression  is  being  met  with  retrenchment 
in  operating  expenses,  which  will  in  some 
measure  equalize  matters. 


The  Johnson  Interests. 

The  recent  death  of  A.  C.  Saunders,  of 
Cleveland,  president  of  the  Lorain  Coal 
&  Dock  Company,  in  which  the  Johnson 
Brothers,  of  this  city,  have  large  hold¬ 
ings,  resulted  this  week  in  a  readjust¬ 
ment  of  their  activities.  Edward  Tohn- 
son,  who  has  been  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 


Saunders,  will  spend  the  larger  portion 
of  his  time  at  headquarters  in  Cleveland. 
His  son-in-law,  ex-Police  Judge  Roy 
Wildermuth,  will  be  associated  with  him 
in  the  capacity  of  private  secretary. 
Thomas  Johnson  has  been  re-elected 
president  of  the  Johnson  Coal  &  Mining 
Company,  and  G.  D.  Preston  secretarv 
and  treasurer.  E.  N.  Saunders,  Jr.,  of 
St.  Paul,  becomes  vice  president  of  the 
company,  to  succeed  A.  C.  Saunders,  who 
also  filled  that  office  with  the  latter  com¬ 
pany  previous  to  his  death. 


Conference  of  Operators. 

The  operators  of  the  Hocking  district 
met  in  Columbus  this  week  to  consider 
the  matter  of  local  conditions  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  joint  agreement.  Adjourn¬ 
ment  was  taken  after  a  short  session  to 
reconvene  here  again  on  Monday  next, 
at  which  time  they  will  probably  have  a 
conference  with  the  State  officials  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers.  While  the  latter 
will  not  have  power  to  enter  into  a  bind¬ 
ing  contract,  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
be  able  to  voice  the  sentiment  of  their 
constituents  as  to  what  conditions  are  to 
be  asked  for  and  thus  furnish  a  starting 
point  for  bringing  about  an  understand¬ 
ing  so  far  as  this  district’  is  concerned. 
The  operators  desire  to  go  into  the  inter¬ 
state  conference  with  all  local  troubles 
settled,  but  a  hitch  may  come  in  the  un¬ 
willingness  of  the  miners  to  hold  a  dis¬ 
trict  conference  until  after  the  interstate 
conference  has  fixed  the  mining  scale. 


Brief  and  Personal  News. 

W.  A.  Gosline  of  W.  A.  Gosline  & 
Co.,  Toledo,  was  in  town  on  Monday. 

L.  B.  Birney  of  the  Puritan  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Cambridge,  Ohio,  was  one  of  the 
week’s  visitors  in  Columbus. 

Pat  McBride,  the  well-known  commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  Eastern  Ohio  operators, 
was  in  Columbus  several  days  this  week. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice  president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  left  for  Chi¬ 
cago  on  Tuesday. 

J.  P.  Comininsky  of  the  Ohio  &  Michi¬ 
gan  Coal  Company,  Detroit,  was  in  Co¬ 
lumbus  on  Tuesday. 

W.  L.  Timmons,  president  of  the 
Zanesville  Coal  Company,  Crooksviile, 
Ohio,  was  in  the  city  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday. 

C.  E.  Tabor,  general  manager  of  the 
Chattaroi  Colliery  Company,  Chattaroi, 
W.  Va.,  paid  a  visit  to  the  offices  of  the 
C.  M.  Anderson  Coal  Company  last 
week. 

T.  T.  Taggert  of  Massillon,  Ohio,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  operators  of  the 
Massillon  field,  was  a  caller  at  the  offices 
of  the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Company 
last  week. 

C.  H.  Sternberger  of  the  Jackson  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  Toledo,  and  Ed.  S. 
Sternberger  of  the  same  company,  lo¬ 
cated  at  Wellston,  Ohio,  were  in  the  city 
on  Monday. 

The  Clear  Creek  Coal  &  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Southern  Development 
Company  have  leased  the  entire  seventh 
floor  of  the  Wheeler  building  and  will 
open  up  offices.  D.  K.  Jones  is  president, 

I.  K.  Warner  secretary  and  W.  V.  Smith 
treasurer. 

George  H.  Barker,  secretary  of  the 
Maynard  Coal  Company,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul. 
This  concern,  as  successor  to  Maynard 
Brothers,  is  assuming  additional  impor¬ 
tance,  both  as  a  producer  in  the  Hocking 


and  Pomeroy  fields  and  in  the  jobbing  of 
anthracite. 

The  city  of  Columbus  is  considering 
the  idea  of  building  a  $25,000  coal  bin  in 
connection  with  the  municipal  electric 
lighting  plant.  The  latter  has  no  storing 
facilities  and  the  amount  of  money  paid 
out  for  demurrage  on  cars  on  sidetrack 
will  more  than  cover  the  interest  on  the 
proposed  improvement. 

The  Starr  Coal  &  Land  Company,  of 
which  J.  P.  Hazelton  is  vice  president 
and  general  manager,  has  removed  its 
offices  from  the  Wheeler  building  to  the 
seventh  floor  of  the  Columbus  Savings  'Si 
Trust  building.  This  company,  which  is 
a  holding  concern,  has  recently  leased  a 
large  tract  of  coal  land  near  Starr  Sta¬ 
tion,  in  the  Hocking  valley,  to  Michigan 
parties.  The  latter  are  making  prepara¬ 
tions  to  develop  the  property  on  a  large 
scale. 

W.  E.  Hamilton  of  the  Hamilton  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company  of  this  city,  which  is 
putting  a  new  coal-loading  device  on  the 
market,  made  a  talk  before  the  Columbus 
Engineers’  Club  a  few  evenings  ago.  He 
described  the  plant  which  his  company 
had  put  in  for  the  United  States  Steel 
Corporation  at  Gary,  Ind.  Plans  were 
shown  for  a  plant  which  the  government 
proposes  to  put  in  at  its  coaling  station 
at  San  Diego,  Cal.,  for  loading  warships. 
This  will  be  on  a  more  enlarged  scale 
than  any  yet  built  by  the  company  and 
will  load  coal  on  board  vessels  at  the 
rate  of  500  tons  an  hour. 

A  number  of  coal  mining  engineers 
were  in  Columbus  this  week,  attending 
the  Ohio  Engineering  Society  conven¬ 
tion.  In  an  address  to  the  body  Andrew 
Roy,  the  veteran  Ohio  coal  mining  au¬ 
thority  and  ex-State  Mine  Inspector, 
said:  “Man  for  man  employed  and  ton 
for  ton  mined,  the  United  States  is  an¬ 
nually  killing  more  men  in  her  coal  mines 
than 'all  the  coal-producing  countries  of 
the  world.  This  vast  destruction  of  hu¬ 
man  life,  it  is  well  to  state,  occurs  more 
frequently  in  the  coal  fields  in  which 
miners  are  forbidden  by  their  employers 
to  form  organizations  for  their  mutual 
protection.  Explosions  killing  hundreds 
of  men  are  now  occurring  so  frequently 


Mine  Blasting  Invention. 

Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  of  Notting¬ 
ham,  advises  that  a  check-weigher  at  the 
South  Normanton  coal  mine  in  Derby¬ 
shire,  England,  has  invented  a  method 
of  blasting  which  is  claimed  to  much  re¬ 
duce  the  liability  of  accidents  by  en¬ 
suring  the  firing  of  every  charge.  Its 
need  and  method  of  using  are  thus  re¬ 
viewed  by  the  consul : 

Official  reports  for  1906  show  281  ac¬ 
cidents  from  blasting  operations  in  this 
country  during  the  year,  causing  forty- 
three  deaths  and  injuries  to  312  persons. 
It  is  claimed  that  nearly  half  of  these 
accidents,  deaths,  and  injuries  could 
have  been  prevented  by  the  use  of  this 
invention. 

While  the  invention  is  particularly 
applicable  to  mines  and  quarries,  it  may 
be  used  in  all  kinds  of  blasting.  It  is 
thus  described.  The  end  of  a  tube  with 
a  loose  central  needle  is  inserted  into 
a  cartridge  of  explosive  material,  and 
the  cartridge  with  the  tube  and  needle 
are  placed  in  the  prepared  shot  hole. 
The  hole  is  then  rammed,  after  which 
the  needle  is  withdrawn  from  the  tube, 
and  the  detonator,  attached  to  a  suit¬ 
able  carrier,  is  then  passed  through  the 
tube  into  the  space  left  in  the  explosive 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  needle. 

The  detonator  is  coupled  to  the  bat¬ 
tery  and  fired;  but  if  from  any  cause 
the  explosive  is  not  fired,  or  the  deto¬ 
nator  misses  fire,  it  can  be  withdrawn 
and  another  detonator  attached  to  the 
carrier  and  placed  to  the  explosive,  as 
in  the  first  case.  This  method,  it  is 
claimed,  places  within  the  bounds  oi 
possibility  the  safe  control  of  these  de¬ 
tonators,  which  have  been  a  menace  to 
the  lives  of  miners,  as  well  as  to  the 
general  public.  They  can  be  placed  in 
charge  of  officials  and  kept  from  the 
workmen,  and  in  case  of  “miss-fire" 
they  can  be  returned  to  the  makers  oi 
destroyed  by  means  provided  for  that 
purpose. 


The  Delaware  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  at  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del.,  with  a  capital  stock  oi 
$100,000.  The  company  will  buy,  own 
sell  and  lease  coal  lands  and  will  alsc 
develop  the  same. 


that  they  tread  upon  each  other’s  heels, 
so  fast  they  follow,  and  neither  mine  op¬ 
erator,  manager  nor  inspector  seems  to 
be  able  to  account  for  them.  And  yet 
they  are  due  to  two  causes  only,  insuffi¬ 
cient  ventilation  and  the  presence  of  fine, 
dry  coal  dust.  If  our  mining  laws  and 
practical  knowledge  and  long  experience 
cannot  prevent  this  sacrifice  of  .human 
life,  we  must  call  science  to  our  aid.’’ 


Min*  31.  - Shaf*r  Min* 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treaa. 

Detroit  Olflce:  88-9#  Orlawold  Street 
H.  0.  Herldath,  Vica-Praa. 

Mln*ra  and  Sht*p*r* 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 

Our  Leaden — "Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 

Gensral  Offices  i 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManlgal.  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton.  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennish.  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Dickson  4  Eddy .  37 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  4  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg... 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  4  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg.. 
Crescent  Coal  4  Min.  Co.,  303  Dear¬ 
born  St . 

Davis  Coal  ■  4-  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Diamond  C.  4  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  4  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

C.  4  O.  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. . .  35 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  356  Dearborn 

St . 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg. 

Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 

Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg . 10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  35 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  32 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 33 

O'Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  5 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  215 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  4  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  4 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  4  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  215  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  355  Dearborn  St...  7 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
Williams  4  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St. ...  2 

Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 

Chicago  .  7 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  4 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  S 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke..  32 

LOUISIANA. 

ifew  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co . ; .  30 


Baltimore 


MARYLAND. 


Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Davis  C.  4  C.  Co .  9 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  4  R.  C.  4  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  3 
Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St .  34 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St . 34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St..  7 

Dickson  4  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  37 

I'airmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  32 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  4  C.  Co.,  35  Con¬ 
gress  St .  35 

Pennsylvania  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St  . . * . 

Philadelphia  4  Reading  Coal  4  Iron  Co., 

141  Milk  St .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

*  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

.  B*ug .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  32 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sunday  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sscanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co . 8 

Duluth- 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 

Pitsburgh  Coal  Co .  82 

..  MINNESOTA. 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  4 

D..  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


PAGE 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 


change  .  37 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.,  South.  14 
Philadelphia  4  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg _ _  13 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . 38 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 


MISSOUBL 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg...  7 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 


D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  34 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  34 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway..  36 
Chesapeake  4  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway  .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Davis  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  1  Broadway .  13 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Landstreet  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  35 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  Bldg .  37 

Nicoll,  B.  &  Co.,  59  Wall  St .  6 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 
Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co....  6 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery  Place  13 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  4  Iron  Co., 

143  Liberty  St .  4 

Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  7 

Ward  4  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Williams  4  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  39 

Albany — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  4  Eddy .  39 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  18 
Utica — 


D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  4  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  37 

Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  36 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  38 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  34 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  5 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  36 

Kanawha  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co..  32 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg . 37 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  34 

Marmet-Halm  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Neave 

Bldg .  38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  39 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  36 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  38 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 

K.  4  O.  Fuel  Co .  36 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  88 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  16 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 


Toledo —  page 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  37 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  32 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

-1'  ladelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg . . . .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  lo 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia  . 

Penn.  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  4  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  4  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  4  Co.,  Real  Estate  4  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Whitney  4  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie— 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  4  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  4  C.  Co....  32 


Nicoll,  B.,  4  Co.,  232  6th  Ave . 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 

■  '.ston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  87 


Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  4  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Beading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  4  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co,  Schmelz 


Bldg .  37 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co..  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  4  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt .  36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

’--"-leston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Tugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  38 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co . 8 

"  waukee — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 
Penna  Coal  4  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co. 

Superior — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co . 7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 


Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 

DISTRICT  Or  COLUMBIA. 

W  ashington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  st.  88 
Philadelphia  4  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Le 


Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.,  20  King  St.,  E . 87 


London —  ENGLAND.  page 

Chesa.  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St. .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  4  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  10 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 


The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 41 

queuing  Machinery. 

Traylor  Engineering  Co.,  New  York....  46 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  4  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  61 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 


Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Oltio . 43 


Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Hockensmith  Wheel  4  Mine  Car  Co., 


Penn  Station,  Pa .  46 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  49 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  44 
Phillips  Mine  4  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitta- 

burgh  .  4t 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 44 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  42 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  33 
Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  40 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  45 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  18 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  Vork . 47 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 45 

^eteciive  Agencies. 

Clark,  A.  M.,  Agency,  Chicago . 

Mooney  .  4  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  60 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 


lines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland _ 39 

Crawford  4  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  40 

Hale  4  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio . 40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 46 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .  46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  44 

(Continued  on  Page  40) 


Che  Black  Diamond 


Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  Toumal  of 
its  kind. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR.  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

O*  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OB' 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <S.  420.  17  Battery  PIa.o»,  -  -  -  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Mines  on  Monongahela.  Reiver,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennaylvania  Railroad 


We  operate  our  own  Individual  oara 


GENERAL  OFFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office.  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 


YoughioghenyGas  &S team  Coal 
Quemahoning  SmokelessSteamCoal 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vl/ML 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Creat  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  Manufacturers  of  the  ^*®kra^ed  ^CO^^IJHA^L  CO^  LLSV  L  CO 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


AGENTS  AT 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO 

DETROIT 


ST.  PAUL 

ERIE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


Mr.  CONSUMER 

Your  Contract  is  no  doubt  expiring  very  soon.  Con¬ 
tracts  made  with  us  are  being  RENEWED,  and  new 
“CONSUMERS”  being  added  daily.  This  shows  satis¬ 
factory  results  obtained  on  our  “YOUGHIOGHENY  COAL” 
and  DELIVERIES. 

If  this  interests  you  and  you  need  a  No.  I  coal  ask 
your  neighbor  or  order  a  trial  car  from  us. 

THE  MONONGAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  CO. 

OFFICES 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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W.  K.  FIELD,  President  and  Treasurer. 


H.  K.  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Auditor. 


H.  S.  MEEVIN,  Cashier. 


Uhc  Mew  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 


MINEKS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF, 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 


From  the  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 


MINES  : 


Powell's  Run  Nos.  i  and  3,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Oreendale, 
Equator,  Kittanning* 


GENERAL  OFFICES, 

50  E.  BROAD  ST*.  COLUMBUS,  O. 

SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Ports, 


REGISTERED 


“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 


“DOMESTIC  LUMP 


ft 


No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr. 


As  the  Size 
of  Your  Dollars 


Increases  through  a  micro¬ 
scope,  so  do  your  dollars 
actually  grow  and  grow,  when 
you  handle  our  famous 

Winifrede  Splint 

AND 

Diana  Hocking 

Brands  of  coal.  Every  ton  of 
these  celebrated  coals  you 
sell  cinches  that  customer  for 
a  permanent  user,  and  makes 
him  tell  his  neighbors  about 
their  superior  quality.  They 
are  the  most  profitable  coals 
for  both  you  and  your  trade, 
and  if  you’ve  never  tried  them, 
do  so  at  once,  and  you’ll  soon 
see  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

Always  glad  to  quote  you  on 
any  kind  of  coal  or  coke.  I 

HOSTLER  COAL  4  COKE  CO.,  Chicago 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
InternaLtioneLl  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &  Wire  Co. 

Chicago  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co, 
Inl&nd  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
c  year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
•‘Sample”  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very- 
little  value  to  an  advertiser.  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  wai  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address  -  . 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

4t  Broadway.  1160-68  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  nr  E.  7th  St. 


HOW  MANY  EMPLOYES 
HAVE  YOU? 

Does  each  one  get  his  own  Black  Diamond  every 
week,  or  do  you  subscribe  for  one  copy  and  pass 
it  around? 

Ask  any  one  of  your  employes  how  much  good  he 
can  get  out  of  every  copy  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
Find  out  how  much  it  will  help  him  in  his  work,  then 
order  as  many  as  you  need  and  charge  it  up  to 
expense  account.  This  investment  will  yield 
good  returns. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  States. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 


* 
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[February  15 


FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM  r 
DOMESTIC  I 


COAL 


FAIRMONT— COKE 


FOUNDRY 

FURNACE 

CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives,  SANDERS  &  CO.,  LONDON 


A  TEXT-BOOK  OF  COAL  MINING 

HERBERT  W  HUGHES 

Revised  and  Enlarged.  694  illustrations.  563  pages.  8vo,  Cloth,  $7.00,  net. 


This  is  a  new  revised  edition,  and  the  size  of  the  volume  has 
been  increased  to  accommodate  the  new  matter  dealing  with 
compound  and  electrical-winding  engines  and  with  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  central  condensation  stations.  Nearly  two  hundred  illus¬ 
trations  have  been  added.  The  work  is  intended  for  colliery 


managers  and  all  who  desire  to  go  into  the  subject  exhaustively. 
Contents  —  Geology.  Coal.  Search  for  Coal.  Breaking 
Ground.  Sinking.  Preliminary  Operations.  Methods  of  Work¬ 
ing.  Hauling.  Winding.  Pumping.  Ventilation.  Lighting. 
Works  at  Surface.  Preparation  of  Coal  for  Market. 


FOR  SALE  BY  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  STkanawhaAcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miner*  find  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  <  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPER.S 

“GARRBTT” 

Somerset  County  (Pa.)  Smokeless  CoaJs 

Office.  I  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


C.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TRCA8. 


ft.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER-KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINBS) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

a.  M.  WOODWARD,  Mfr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  ieae*iea7 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  FULTZ.  Mgr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1409*10 
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Larvdstreet  Coal  (EL  Coke  Co 


Conducting  a 
General 


F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- BUSINESS - 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


Cabin  Creek  Splint 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas  and  New  River 


75  Mines  on  the  C.  &  O. 

...  -  ,  .  ,  .  w  .  w  ,  .  ,  and  K.  &  M.  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nuai  capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Coal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec.-Treas. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 


Bituminous,  all  kinds 
Pittston  Anthracite 


211  GRAND  AVENUE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


All  Kinds 


DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


ACENTS  AND 
EXCLUSIVE  SHIPPERS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
“Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 


COVERED  WHARVES : 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee  ALL'RAIL  FACILITIES-CHICAGO 


Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 
3,000,000  Tons 


General  Office:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office:  Planklnton  Building  Chicago  Office:  Fisher  Building 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  I  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


PUREST 

STEAM — Absolutely  One  Quality  —  DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  ot  the  United  Slates  Coal  {  Oil  Ce. 
at  Bolden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR.  THE  FAMOUS 


R.  S.  McVEIGH.  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER.  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Daily  capacity  5,000  tens— 30,000  acres  ol  seven  foot  ceal 
Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  West  via  Chesapeake  £  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio 

~ WRITE  FOR  PRICES  aa^i 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  I  Broadway.  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 


O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

la  the  only  American  Coal  that  ha3  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue!  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almoit  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 

t  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y, 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  'treet,  Boston.  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Ceal 

Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 

Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

T.rry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President  C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President  JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 

Crescent  Coal  *V  Mining  Company 

:tOo  dearborn  street,  Chicago 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

—  :■■■■  - -  - COVERED  STORAGE.  SHIPPING.  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS’  YARDS -  ~ 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 


Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHR.ACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  G.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


LUMP,  ECO,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 

NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


Mention  The  Black  Diaui 


when  writin*  advertisers. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U. 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  News,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  & 

PINEY  FORK 


CO. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

BlflLCHNG  CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

J5ST*-  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gaauine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAQEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam.  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Minee  on  Ca.bln  Creek.  Kanawha  County.  West  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PR.EPAR.ATION  UNEXCELLED  PR.OMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIR.ST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 


Mention  Thk  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  £iven 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamfs  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — Situation  as  traveling 

sales  agent;  young  man  28;  three 
years’  experience.  Address  Box  61, 
care  of  Black  Diamond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  —  Sales¬ 
man,  chief  clerk  or  manager  of  retail 
yard;  south  side  preferred.  Address 
Box  57,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Experienced  bookkeep¬ 
er  and  chief  clerk  for  southern  coal  of¬ 
fice.  Good  chance  for  advancement. 
Box  54,  care  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Reliable  W  e  s  t  e  r  n 

wholesale  coal  firm  to  handle  the  out¬ 
put,  of  about  three  hundred  tons 
daily,  smokeless  coal.  Address  Smoke¬ 
less,  care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Thick  vein  Hocking 

coal  mine  in  operation.  Will  pur¬ 
chase  interest  or  outright.  Give  full 
particulars.  Will  consider  good  coal 
land.  Box  48,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  RENT — The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard.  Forty-seventh  street  and  VVa- 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


SECRET  SERVICE  OPERAT- 

ive  with  fifteen  years  practical 
experience  in  all  branches'  of  mining, 
speaking  all  continental  languages,  is 
open  for  engagement.  Best  of  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  59,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

WEIGHMASTER  WANTED  — 

One  weighmaster  capable  of  handling 
1,500  tons  per  day.  Married  man  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary,  $70  per  month  to 
start.  Apply  “Weighmaster,”  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Ill.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 


WANTED  —  Yard  superintendent 

for  yard  on  northwest  side.  Must  be 
experienced  and  thoroughly  reliable. 
Highest  references  required.  Address 
Box  49,  care  of  The  Black  Diamond. 


MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE — Four  66-inch  x  20-foot 

H.  R.  T.  boilers;  sixty-four  4-inch 
tubes;  McClave  shaking  grates.  Last 
city  inspection  100  pounds  working 
pressure  allowed.  Must  be  sold  at 
once.  Box  51,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. _ 

FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  mine, 

Ohio  river  district;  capacity  500  tons 
daily;  new  electric  equipment;  excel¬ 
lent  shipping  facilities;  bargain  for 
cash;  owner  will  retain  minority  in¬ 
terest  if  desired.  Address  Box  52,  care 
Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — By  Illinois  operating 

company,  experienced  coal  salesman 
familiar  with  the  southern  trade. 
Good  opportunity  for  right  man.  Ref¬ 
erences  required.  Address  Box  58, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  coal  land 

on  N.  &  W.  Ry.,  Va.;  three  good 
veins  coal;  one  the  Pocahontas.  Good 
timber  on  tract;  an  exceptional  op¬ 
portunity  for  investment  or  operation. 
Have  other  tracts  of  coal  property  in 
different  states.  Full  particulars  on 
application.  Address  Box  56,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


WANTED — First-class  coal  sales¬ 
man  that  has  an  established  trade 
through  the  south,  especially  upon  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  its 
branches.  To  the  right  man  will  be 
paid  the  right  salary.  None  but  those 
with  exceptional  references  and  ex¬ 
perience  will  be  considered.  Address 
C.  A.  Baker,  1406  U.  B.  building,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

- -  AND  — . 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 
CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  MonaLdnock  Bldg. 

HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  US  NC - 

BUDA 

STANDARD 

SCALES 

The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  tully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  and 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway.  New  York 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  6L  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-80-35-40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sale*  Agents  )  Mills.  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  t  ND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


FOR  SAFE 

About  5000  acres  of  coal  land  and  surface 
with  three  miles  frontage  on  Ohio  River. 
The  only  river  mine  on  Ohio  River,  known 
as  the  W.  P.  D.  Buih  property.  Un¬ 
qualifiedly  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
investment  and  speculation  offered  in 
this  decade.  To  be  sold  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  the  Union  Circuit  Court 
without  reserve,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
Monday,  October  7th,  1907,  at  the  Court 
House  door,  Morgarisfield,  Union  County, 
Kentucky.  For  full  information  address: 
W.  T.  Harris,  Commissioner,  Morgaufield.  Ky. 
Henry  Burnett,  Lincoln  Bank  Bldg.,  Louis* 
yille,  Ky. 

David  W.  Fairleigh,  Paul  Jones  Building, 
Louisville.  Ky. 

Albert  S.  Brsndeis,  L.  t.  N.  office,  9th  and 
Broadway,  Louisville,  Ky. 

George  0.  Briggs,  Louisville  Trust  Building. 
Louisville,  Ky. 

H.  X  Morton.  Morgaaileld.  Ky. 


THE  BEACH  DIAMOND 
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200,000  TONS 

of  bituminous  coal  in  the  storage  system  installed 

for  the  Berwind  =  White  Coal  Mining  Co., 

Superior,  Wis.  Write  for  details. 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  00.1 

PHILADELPHIA:  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry.  New  York:  299  Broadway  Chicago:  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave.  Pittsburgh:  1501-02  Park  Bldg.  Seattle:  440  New  York  Block 


IT  PAYS  TO  READ  AND  ADVERTISE  IN  OUR  WANT  COLUMN 


\ 

Dickson  &  Eddy 


Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


Dickson  ^  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


If  you  need  the  services  of  a  mine  manager, 
mine  superintendent,  pit  boss  or  a  mining 
engineer,  we  would  be  pleased  to  have  you 
communicate  with  us  as  we  have  some  of  the 
best  men  in  the  business  registered  with  us. 


If  you  can  fill  any  of  the  above  positions, 
we  can  place  you  without  much  difficulty,  as 
we  supply  men  for  a  large  number  of  the  coal 
operators  of  the  country. 

Address :  Registration  Bureau 

The  Black  Diamond 

Old  Colony  Building  Chicago 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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PEALE,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


—  of  New  York,  Colliery  Owners.  — 

ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peale.  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Sen.  Mgr. 

J.  H.  Lumley,  Treasurer, 

H.  W.  Henry,  Tratlic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YOBK. 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Sales  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND  Jk  I 

ANTH  R  ACITE  VvAL 

_ PAYTON,  OHIO _ 


WE  SELL  IT 


HUGHES  GREEK  2  IN.  WEST  VIRGINIA 
DOMESTIC  LUMP 


AND  MAKE  THE  PRICE 

ADDRESS 

JOHN  W.  MOORE,  Gen.  Manager 

Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


*  iONG  OISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL 
PECTOR  6*20 

* 

P.O.BOX  1982 

ward  a 

OLYPHANT 

O  O  AL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE 

NEW  YORK 

TIDB-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 

DELAWABE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  * 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY 

STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 

Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  A  ¥ 

Bituminous  V/x/xaLs 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The  Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


Iron 

Works 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE8T  IMPROVED 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self~Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Mention  Tn  Black  Diauomd  when  writiaa  atUrrllaiMi 
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rHE  Black  Diamond  I 

Vol.  40.  No.  8. 

^A°TI  FEBRUARY  22,  1908.  $3.00  Per  Year. 

Turbine  Fans  in  Mine  Ventilation. 


An  Effort  to  Purify  the  .Air  and  to  Avoid  Explosions,  Results  in  Going  Abroad  to  Study  Conditions  and  the  Adoption 
of  Foreign  Methods — The  Mine  Fan  Proves  the  Center  of  Economy,  Hence  Being  of  Vital  Importance  to  Oper¬ 
ators — Claims  Made  for  One  Type  and  Some  of  the  Results  Shown  in  Recent  Tests — The  Peculiar  Work  Done 
by  a  Turbine  Fan  in  One  English  Mine  and  the  Experience  of  the  Ellsworth  Collieries. 


Because  mine  disasters  in  the  United  States 
have  been  increasing  in  the  last  two  or  three 
years  the  average  mine  operator  is  today 
studying  the  question  of  the  best  preventives. 
Two  general  plans  have  been  agreed  upon,  one 
being  to  keep  the  air  as  pure  as  possible  and 
the  other  being  to  keep  down  the  coal  dust  in 
dry  mines. 

It  is  realized  that  the  question  of  pure  air 
is  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  because, 
with  the  absence  of  gas  in  a  mine,  a  blowout 
shot  or  anything  else  that  would  start  an  ex¬ 
plosion  is  not  so  likely  to  raise  the  coal  dust 
to  a  point  of  ignition  if  the  gas  is  absent.  One 
of  the  greatest  questions,  therefore,  in  pre¬ 
venting  mine  explosions  and  consequently  in 
eliminating  property  loss  and  the  loss  of  lives 
through  explosions,  is  the  proper  means  of 
ventilation.  This  is  recognized  today  as  one 
of  the  vital  questions  in  all  mine  operations. 
If  the  prevention  of  mine  disasters  depends  so 
much  upon  the  purity  of  the  air  the  mine  fan 
naturally  becomes  the  center  of  mine  econ¬ 
omy.  Any  change  in  the  construction  of  a 
fan  that  would  at  once  increase  its  efficiency 
and  cut  down  the  cost  of  operation  and  the 
cost  of  installation  is  of  utmost  importance  to 
the  operator  for  obvious  reasons. 

Recent  comparisons  have  shown  that  where¬ 
as  mine  disasters  in  the  United  States  have  in¬ 
creased  in  number  and  in  seriousness,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  coal-producing  countries  abroad  have 
been  limiting  the  number  of  mine  disasters  and 
consequently  have  been  operating  with  a  lesser 
percentage  of  loss  of  life  per  thousand  em¬ 
ployed  than  in  this  country.  The  mere  state¬ 
ment  of  this  situation  would  be  enough  to  start 
the  well  informed  American  mine  operator  to 
study  foreign  conditions  even  without  the  ad¬ 


dition  of  the  statement  which  is  to  follow. 
Natural  obstacles  to  safe  mining  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  mining  countries  abroad  are  far  greater 
than  in  the  United  States.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  mines  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic  are  deeper  and  consequently  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  obtaining  proper  ventilation  are 
more  nearly  insuperable.  For  one  thing,  it  is 
harder  to  get  pure  air  down  so  far  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  and  for  another  thing  the 
tendency  of  coal  to  give  off  noxious  gases  in¬ 
creases  proportionately  with  the  depth.  If,  un¬ 
der  the  circumstances,  foreign  countries  are  able 
to  get  better  air  into  their  mines  and  conse¬ 
quently  operate  with  a  lower  death  rate  per  thou¬ 
sand  employed  than  in  this  country,  it  is  almost 
proof  positive,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  those 
countries  have  some  mining  methods  superior 
to  ours.  It  is  consequently  apparent  that  the 
United  States  has  a  good  deal  to  learn  from 
foreign  countries  in  the  proper  ventilation  of 
mines  and  other  things.  Acting  upon  this  be¬ 
lief  and  this  theory,  some  American  mine  op¬ 
erators  have  sought  the  principal  reason  for 
foreign  success  and  as  a  beginner  have  intro¬ 
duced  into  this  country  some  of  the  types  of 
fans  employed  in  foreign  mines  and  are  giv¬ 
ing  them  now  a  pretty  severe  test. 

Those  who  have  studied  the  turbine  prin¬ 
ciple  have  realized  that,  within  certain  limita¬ 
tions,  it  is  revolutionizing  the  steam  engine. 
Foreign  countries  which  have  made  greater  use 
of  the  turbine  engine  than  has  the  United 
States  have  adopted  that  form  almost  gener¬ 
ally.  Now  the  foreign  mine  operator  is 
adopting  the  turbine  fan.  One  turbine  fan 
in  the  Pelton  Colliery.,  Durham  county,  En¬ 
gland,  does  the  same  work  twelve  hours  each 
day  as  is  done  during  the  other  twelve  hours 


by  two  fans  although  the  turbine  fan  is  only 
seventy-five  inches  in  diameter,  while  the  old 
style  fans  are  respectively  thirty  and  thirty- 
six  feet  in  diameter.  From  this  one  colliery 
the  statement  is  made  that  the  results  from  the 
single  turbine  are  even  superior  to  the  joint 
results  obtained  from  the  two  fans,  very  much 
larger  in  size.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the 
cost  of  this  smaller  fan,  for  a  single  installa¬ 
tion,  is  appreciably  less  than  the  cost  of  in¬ 
stalling  the  two  larger  fans  which  contain  a 
great  excess  of  material. 

The  American  operators  who  have  intro¬ 
duced  the  turbine  believe  they  have  struck  the 
keynote  of  economic  and  safe  operation  of  a 
mine  as  far  as  ventilation  is  concerned  and 
expect  that,  when  the  result  of  the  present 
thorough  test  is  understood  generally,  this 
class  of  equipment  will  be  given  a  very  com¬ 
plete  hearing  by  the  coal  operators  throughout 
the  country.  They  have  made  some  slight 
changes  in  the  form  of  the  fan  which  are  more 
fully  described  below  and  these  alterations 
have  increased  materially  the  efficiency  of  the 
device. 

Representatives  of  the  Ellsworth  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Berwind- White  Coal  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  the  General  Electric  Company,  the  Allis, 
Chalmers  Company  and  the  Sirocco  Engi¬ 
neering  Company,  recently  witnessed  tests  of 
a  mine  fan  installation  of  novel  type,  at  the 
Ellsworth  collieries,  Ellsworth,  Pa.  The  fan 
under  test  was  a  75-inch  double  inlet  Sirocco 
reversible  fan,  chain  driven  by  two  200-horse 
power  motors. 

Engineers  familiar  with  ventilating  installa¬ 
tions  of  the  ordinary  type  will  at  once  be 
struck  with  the  large  output  in  proportion  to 
the  size  of  the  fan,  these  outputs  being  far  in 


Ventilating  Fans,  Pelton  Colliery,  Durham  County,  England. 

The  Small  Fan  in  the  Center  Does  the  Same  Work  as  Two  Thirty  and  Thirty-Six-Foot  Fans. 
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'excess  of  anything  known  until  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  turbine  blower. 

•  Although  the  arrangements  for  the  tests 
were  not  entirely  satisfactory,  especially  in  re- 
.spect  to  the  form  of  the  discharge,  the  outcome 
,as  shown  in  the  following  chart,  giving  all  the 
data  taken  of  the  various  readings,  is  indica¬ 
tive  of  the  results  that  can  be  obtained  by 
imodern  high  power  fans  of  the  turbine  type. 
jWith  an  evase  discharge  fitted  to  the  outlet 
jof  the  fan,  Mr.  W.  R.  Calverley,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Ellsworth  collieries,  said  that  the 
results  would  be  even  better.  “We  reached,” 
Mr.  Calverley  said,  “sixty-eight  per  cent  me¬ 
chanical  efficiency,  and  I  feel  reasonably  sure 
when  the  installation  is  completed  it  will  be 
found  to  exceed  seventy  per  cent.’’ 

TEST  OF  75-INCH  DOUBLE  INLET  SIROCCO  RE¬ 
VERSIBLE  FAN,  CHAIN  DRIVEN,  BY  2 
200  H.  P.  MOTORS. 


ELLSWORTH  COAL  CO.,  AT  ELLSWORTH, 

PA.,  JAN. 

27,  1908. 

Time . . . 

1:15 

12:00 

1:35 

Revolutions  per  minute . 

262 

338 

'  386 

Amperes  . . 

107-107 

215-210 

378-295 

Volts  . 

500 

532 

500 

Volume  in  cu.  ft.  per  min.  . 

180,288 

295,600 

359,800 

Water  gauge  in  mine . 

2.1 

3.6 

4.4 

Water  gauge  in  casing . 

0.4 

0.7 

1.0 

Horsepower  in  air . 

59 

167.6 

249 

,’Contents  of  wheel . 

210.0 

216.6 

216.6 

Output  per  revolution . 

680 

875 

932 

Combined  mechanical  effi- 

*ciency  of  fan  motors  and 

double  chain  drive . 

40% 

55% 

55% 

Mechanical  efficiency  of  fan 

51% 

09% 

68% 

Volumetric  efficiency . 

317% 

407% 

434% 

Manometrical  efficiency  .  . . 

65% 

08% 

62% 

Tip  speed  peripheral . 

5,194 

6,624 

7,565 

Horse  power  in  motor . 

144 

303 

451 

which  the  air  is  discharged  exceeds  the  peri¬ 
pheral  speed  of  the  tips  of  the  blades  by  as 
much  as  70  per  cent.  This  is  an  important 
factor  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
mechanical  efficiency. 

If,  for  example,  as  was  shown  in  the  tests 
of  a  twenty-five-inch  fan  in  actual  use,  the  tips 
of  the  blades  at  three  hundred  revolutions  a 
minute  have  a  speed  of  1,061  feet  per  minute, 
it  is  necesary  to  add  seventy  per  cent  to  this 
speed  in  order  to  get  the  actual  velocity  of  the 
air)  In  this  case  the  volume  of  discharge,. 
8,000  cubic  feet  per  minute,  must,  therefore, 
be  figured  at  a  velocity  of  1,962  feet  plus 
seventy  per  cent,  or  3.335  lineal  feet  per  min¬ 
ute.  This  affords  a  proper  basis  for  computing 
the  degree  of  efficiency  per  unit  of  power  con¬ 
sumed. 

While  turbine  fans  of  the  Sirocco  type  are 
very  generally  used  in  the  ventilation  of  Eng¬ 
lish  coal  mines  and  for  these  and  similar  in¬ 
stallations  on  the  continent  there  are  few  of 
them  to  be  seen  in  this  country,  as  they  have 
only  recently  been  introduced  and  manufac¬ 
tured  here.  The  use  of  Guibal  fans,  the  de¬ 
sign  of  which  has  changed  little  in  the  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century  that  has  elapsed  since  Gui- 
bal’s  death,  is  still  general  throughout  the 
Pennsylvania  anthracite  regions.  A  particu¬ 
larly  interesting  installation  is  that  at  the  Pel- 
ton  colliery,  in  Durham  county,  England., 
where  a  single  Sirocco  fan  is  used  alternately 
with  two  Guibal  fans  to  ventilate  the  same 
mines.  The  drifts  are  so  arranged  that  the 
Guibal  fans  when  in  operation  for  one  period 


Arrangement  of  75-inch  Sirocco  Fan  at  theEllsworth  Collieries. 


The  Ellsworth  installation,  with  which  the 
above  tests  were  carried  out,  requires  little 
explanation  in  addition  to  the  accompanying 
diagrams.  The  fan  runner  itself  is  practically 
identical  with  the  construction  of  the  standard 
type  of  Sirocco  centrifugal  fan  employed  for 
general  ventilating  purposes.  To  suit  the  more 
severe  duties  of  mine  work,  however,  both  the 
casing  and  the  runner  are  built  of  heavier  ma¬ 
terial,  and  the  runner  is  of  the  double  inlet 
type;  that  is,  what  amounts  to  two  single  fans 
placed  back  to  back.  Unlike  centrifugal  fans 
of  the  type  in  general  use,  the  blades  of  the 
Sirocco  blower,  from  the  inner  to  the  outer 
edges,  measure  less  radially  than  their  face 
measurement  parallel  with  the  fan  shaft,  and 
the  sixty-four  blades  in  each  drum  take  the 
place  of  the  twelve  blades  or  less  ordinarily 
employed  in  the  centrifugal  blowers. 

By  curving  the  tips  of  the  blades  forward 
in  the  direction  of  rotation,  the  velocitv  with 


of  twelve  hours  serve  one  each,  while 

the  Sirocco  fan,  when  it  alone  is  employed 
for  the  remaining  twelve  hours  each  day.  deals 
simultaneously  with  the  ventilation  of  both 
mines. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  installa¬ 
tion  is  that  while  the  two  fans  of  old  type 
measure  thirty  and  thirty-six  feet,  respective¬ 
ly,  in  diameter,  the  Sirocco,  with  an  output 
in  excess  of  the  two  Guibal  fans,  measures 
only  seventy-five  inches  in  diameter.  TBp  pro¬ 
tograph  herewith  gives  a  clear  idea  of  the 
great  difference  in  cost  of  instalation  in  favor 
of  the  new  type  of  fan. 


Andrew  Crawford,  Philadelphia,  has  sold  to 
Harry  W.  Sproson  the  coal  yard  numbered 
1829  to  1833  North  Tenth  street.  The  lot 
measures  50  by  168  feet.  The  price  was  $8,500. 
of  which  $6,000  remains  unpaid,  secured  by  a 
mortgage  on  the  property. 


Combating1  Mine  Fires. 

By  Walter  C.  Snelling. 


In  combating  mine  fires  the  use  of  carbon 
dioxide  as  a  means  of  producing  an  atmosphere 
in  which  combustion  cannot  be  sustained  has 
been  many  times  suggested,  and  frequently 
tried,  generally  with  a  fair  degree  of  success. 
The  cost  of  producing  carbon  dioxide  has 
been,  however,  a  decided  drawback,  and  the 
danger  of  producing  carbon  monoxide  by  the 
reduction  of  the  carbon  dioxide  by  heated  car¬ 
bon,  and  consequently  bringing  about  an  ex¬ 
plosion,  has  also  tended  to  prevent  this  method 
from  being  used. 

The  use  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  combating 
mine  fires  lias  not,  I  believe,  been  previously 
suggested  or  tried,  and  yet  the  method  pre¬ 
sents  such  decided  advantages  over  the  use  of 
carbon  dioxide  that  I  now  suggest  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  considering  it  as  a  cheap,  convenient 
and  safe  means  for  fighting  stubborn  mine 
fires,  and  I  herewith  present  some  statements 
to  show  the  advantages  which  this  method 
would  possess. 

(A)  Cost,  Preparation,  Etc. — Sulphur  diox¬ 
ide  is  produced  by  the  simple  burning  of  brim¬ 
stone  on  a  grate  of  suitable  kind,  and  of  such 
nature  as  could  be  quickly  constructed,  even 
by  inexperienced  men.  One  ton  of  brimstone, 
costing  $40,  will  produce  25,000  cubic  feet  of 
gas,  and  allowing  for  all  sources  of  loss  it  is 
probable  that  sulphur  dioxide  can  be  produced 
for  $2,000  per  1,000,000  cubic  feet.  For  carbon 
dioxide,  produced  by  the  action  of  sulphuric 
acid  on  limestone,  the  best  estimate  I  have 
been  able  to  figure  is  about  $4,000  per  1,000,- 
000  cubic  feet,  or  twice  as  costly  as  the  sulphur 
dioxide. 

(B)  Efficiency. — Sulphur  dioxide  is  more  ef¬ 
ficient  than  carbon  dioxide  in  the  putting  out 
of  fire.  Neither  coal  nor  any  other  combusti¬ 
ble  material  can  possibly  burn  in  an  at¬ 
mosphere  containing  any  considerable  quan¬ 
tity  of  sulphur  dioxide.  Sulphur  dioxide  is 
very  heavy,  being  almost  twice  as  heavy  as 
carbon  dioxide  (one  cubic  foot  weighing 
eighty-one  grams,  while  one  cubic  foot  of  car¬ 
bon  dioxide  weighs  forty-six  grams),  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  sulphur  dioxide  will  penetrate 
into  gob  piles  and  in  every  way  serve  as  an 
efficient  agent  in  finding  its  way  into  every 
part  of  the  region  of  the  mine  into  which  it 
is  introduced. 

(C)  Safety. — None  of  the  dangers  incident 
to  the  use  of  carbon  dioxide  are  present  with 
sulphur  dioxide.  No  explosive  lower  oxides 
are  produced,  or  can  be  produced  by  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  sulphur  dioxide.  Still  more  impor¬ 
tant,  the  danger,  always  present  when  using 
carbon  dioxide,  of  men  getting  into  the  gas 
without  knowing  of  its  presence,  and  suffo¬ 
cating,  is  absent  when  sulphur  dioxide  is  used, 
since  its  strong  odor  gives  instant  warning 
when  but  a  small  fraction  of  one  per  cent  of 
the  gas  is  present  in  the  air. 

(D)  Other  Advantages. — Any  leakage  of 
carbon  dioxide  from  a  mine  can  only  with 
great  difficulty  be  detected.  Frequently,  in 
places  where  this  method  has  been  applied,  it 
is  probable  that  millions  of  cubic  feet  of  the 
gas  have  escaped  through  unknown  fissures  in 
the  rock.  Any  leakage  of  sulphur  dioxide 
would  quickly  make  itself  known,  and  the 
openings  could  accordingly  be  closed  before 
more  than  a  small  portion  of  the  gas  has  es¬ 
caped. 

Conclusion.— The  extremely  simple  manner 
in  which  sulphur  dioxide  can  be  produced,  the 
cheapness  of  the  method,  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  gas  in  putting  out  fires  would  seem  to 
make  this  a  desirable  means  of  combating 
mine  fires.  The  safety  of  the  method,  its  con¬ 
venience,  and  its  utility  in  showing  fissures, 
which  allow  . escape  of  gas  and  ingress  of  air, 
are  also  strong  points  in  its  favor. 


Sulphur  dioxide.  Carbon  dioxide. 

Molecular  mass  .  64.44  44 

Mass  of  1  liter .  2,8672g  1.9712g 

1  cu.  ft  weighs .  81.13g  55.78g 

1,000  ft.  weighs . 178.48  lbs.  122.71  lbs. 

1,000  cu.  ft.  requires  (mate¬ 
rials)  .  89.24  lbs.  (300  lbs.  H.SO, 

Sulphur.  (296  lbs.  CaCOs 


Cost  of  materials  per  1,000  cu. 


ft . $  2.00 

Cost  of  1,000,000  cu.  ft . 2,000.00 


$  4.00 

4,000.00 
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Summer  Storage  Rates  Wanted 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  February  20. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — A  movement  is  on  foot, 
fathered  by  the  all-rail  and  dock  shippers  in 
the  northwest  and  the  members  of  the  North¬ 
western  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  to 
obtaiiy,  if  possible,  lower  rates  from  both  the 
docks  and  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  mines  into 
this  territory  during  the  summer  months.  The 
object  of  the  movement  is  to  get  a  graduated 
scale  of  freight  rates,  which  will  enable  con¬ 
sumers  and  dealers,  who  will  buy  the  bulk  of 
their  coal  in  June,  to  procure  it  at  a  lower  de¬ 
livered  price  than  if  they  purchase  it  in  July 
or  August.  Whether  the  railroads  will  accept 
a  graduated  scale  of  rates  or  whether  they  will 
do  anything  along  these  lines  remains  to  be 
seen. 

Those  who  are  back  of  the  movement  are 
thoroughly  convinced  that  if  any  coal  is  to  be 
stocked  in  the  northwest  another  year  it  will 
be  necessary  to  offer  some  inducement  of  this 
kind.  In  the  present  state  of  the  coal  industry 
the  shippers  can  not  make  lower  prices  than 
they  did  last  summer  without  losing  large 
sums  of  money.  If  the  railroads  will  help  in 
the  movement,  it  is  thought  some  coal  will  be 
stocked.  Otherwise  northwestern  dealers  will 
not  be  inclined  to  take  in  coal.  During  the 
past  six  months  the  dealers  have  held  the 
bag.  As  soon  as  the  stocking  season  com¬ 
menced,  last  September,  the  prices  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  began  to  advance.  By  the  middle 
of  October,  when  stocks  were  at  their  high¬ 
est  pointo  prices  were  at  the  top,  not  only  on 
rail  coal,  but  on  dock  coal.  Then  came  the 
mild  weather  and  prices  receded.  Dock  coal 
was  reduced  fifty  cent  sa  ton,  and  all-rail  coal 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents  a  ton,  while 
many  dealers  had  a  large  tonnage  on  hand 
which  they  had  purchased  at  higher  prices. 
They  are  not  inclined  to  indulge  in  any  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  shipping  companies — as  a  matter 
of  fact  the  mild  weather  is  responsible  for  con¬ 
ditions — but  the  dealers  do  not  feel  as  if  they 
wanted  to  get  caught  a  second  time.  As  the 
winter,  next  year,  may  be  just  as  mild  as  the 
present  one„  they  are  disposed  to  look  upon 
any  proposition  to  stock  coal  with  consider¬ 
able  suspicion,  unless  there  is  something  more 
offered  than  the  difference  between  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  the  winter  price.  All  large  shippers 
realize  this  and  are  inclined  to  assist  in  any 
movement  which  will  result  in  storage  of  coal 
next  summer,  realizing  that  with  a  revival 
of  business  and  a  severe  winter  there  may  be 
much  trouble  in  connection  with  handling  the 
tonnage  which  the  northwest  will  consume. 

The  movement  to  obtain  lower  summer 
freight  rates  on  coal  originated  with  the 
Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion.  At  the  Duluth  convention  a  comm'ttee 
was  appointed  consisting  of  W.  G.  Haskell, 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  chairman,  T.  J.  Skellett,  of 
Minneapolis,  and  Mr.  Sarles,  of  North  Dakota. 
This  committee  has  quietly  canvassed  the  sub¬ 
ject  and  has  been  in  communication  with  lead¬ 
ing  railroad  officials  and  coal  shipping  inter¬ 
ests.  Some  encouragement  has  been  offered 
the  committee  by  leading  railroads,  and  nearly 
all  the  shipping  companies  are  ready  to  as¬ 
sist.  Last  week  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Commercial  Club  at  Minneapolis, 
at  which  retail,  all-rail  and  dock  interests  were 
well  represented.  C.  M.  Morse  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  meeting  and  G.  H.  Reeves, 
secretary. 

•  Communications  from  various  shipping  in¬ 
terests  were  read,  all  of  them  with  one  single 
exception  being  unanimously  in  favor  of  work¬ 
ing  to  procure  summer  rates.  Those  present, 
including  practically  all  the  large  dock  inter¬ 
ests  and  many  of  the  largest  all-rail  western 
shipping  interests  were  agreed  that  every  ef¬ 
fort  should  be  made  to  secure  this  concession, 
although  there  was  some  discussion  as  to  the 
best  means  and  methods  of  obtaining  it. 

One  of  the  propositions  discussed  very  care¬ 
fully  was  that  of  what  rates  should  be  secured. 
It  was  proposed  and  practically  accepted  that, 
if  possible,  a  graduated  scale  of  rates  should 
be  introduced,  providing  for  the  lowest  freight 
rates  in  June,  slightly  higher  rates  in  July,  still 


higher  rates  in  August  and  a  return  to  normal 
tariffs  on  September  1.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  if  there  was  a  flat  summer  and  winter 
rate,  many  interests  would  wait  until  the  last 
two  weeks  of  the  low  summer  rates  and  order 
coal  shipped,,  while  during  two  months  and  a 
half  that  these  rates  were  in  effect  the  busi¬ 
ness  would  only  be  about  normal.  Doubtless 
there  is  considerable  truth  in  this  contention, 
and  the  best  working  basis  would  be  such  a 
sliding  scale  of  rates.  The  argument  was  ad¬ 
vanced  that  such  a  sliding  tariff  would  show 
good  faith  with  the  railroads,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  result  in  business  when  they  could  han¬ 
dle  it  to  advantage. 

The  question  of  the  increase  in  summer  ton¬ 
nage  was  considered,  and  Secretary  Reeves 
of  the  Northwestern  Association  was  asked  to 
canvass  the  membership  of  this  organization 
to  ascertain  if  line-yard  companies  and  other 
large  buyers  would  be  inclined  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  summer  rates  and  stock  coal. 

A  general  committee  was  finally  decided 
upon,  consisting  of  C.  M.  Morse,  chairman; 
George  M.  Space,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  J.  H.  Sessions,  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company;  H.  H.  Rhodes, 
of  the  Dering  Coal  Company,  and  W.  G. 
Haskell,  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association.  This  general  committee 
will  collect  all  possible  information  as  to  the 
benefits  that  would  result  to  the  railroads  from 
summer  stocking  of  coal,  and  any  other  in¬ 
formation  bearing  on  the  subject  and  will  re¬ 
port  at  a  future  meeting  as  to  the  best  plan  to 
be  adopted  in  taking  the  matter  up  with  the 
railroads.  G.  H.  Reeves  is  secretary  of  this 
general  committee  and  ex  officio  a  member 
of  it. 

It  is  probable  that  another  meeting  will  be 
held  within  the  next  fortnight  to  take  up  the 
report  of  the  general  committee  and  act 
upon  it. 

The  coal  companies  represented  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  were  as  follows:  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Northwestern  Fuel  Company,  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Company,  Zenith  Furnace  Com¬ 
pany,  Worrell  Clarkson,  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  Pennsylvania  Coal 
&  Supply  Company,  Dering  Coal  Company, 
New  Kentucky  Coal  Company,  Eldridge  Coal 
Company,  Elliott  &  Skellet  Fuel  Company, 
Minneapolis-Western  Coal  Company,  Western 
Elevator  Company,  and  others,  several  large 
companies,  both  dock  and  all-rail,  were  unable 
to  send  representatives,  but  expressed  their 
desire  to  assist  in  the  movement. 

The  work  of  getting  the  matter  of  lower 
summer  rates  will  be  taken  up  with  the  rail¬ 
roads  as  expeditiously  as  possible  after  the 
general  committee  makes  its  report.  The  gen¬ 
eral  sentiment  of  those  present  seemed  to  be 
that  if  this  movement  could  be  broadened  so 
as  to  include  all  the  large  coal  shipping  and 
buying  interests,  the  railroads  would  be  in¬ 
clined  to  give  it  considerable  attention. 


Coal  Field  Development. 

Whitesburg,  Ky.,  February  20.— The  Interstate 
Coal  Company,  a  corporation  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $500,000,  has  been  organized  here  by  George 
L.  Carter,  president  of  the  South  &  Western  rail¬ 
road,  and  other  millionaires,  who  recently  ac¬ 
quired  some  30,000  acres  of  Elkhorn  and  Boone’s 
Fork  coal  and  timber  lands.  Numerous  branch 
lines  of  railroad  will  be  built  out  from  the  main 
line  of  the  South  &  Western  into  the  rich  coal 
and  timber  deposits.  Thousands  of  men  will  be 
employed  in  the  different  industries. 


In  the  Virginia  state  senate  a  resolution 
has  been  offered  asking  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  investigate  the  books  and  docu¬ 
ments  of  the  various  coal  shipping  agencies 
of  Newport  News  and  Norfolk,  as  it  is  al¬ 
leged  that  the  uniformity  of  the  prices  asked 
for  coal  by  those  companies  would  indicate 
that  there  exists  a  combination  to  keep  up 
the  price  of  coal,  to  the  detriment  of  the  for 
eign  as  well  as  the  American  commerce  of 
Virginia. 


Kokoal  Koruskations. 


Philadelphia,  February  19. — The  Philadelphia 
Order  Kokoals  held  a  successful  koruskation  at 
the  “Roosevelt”  Tuesday  evening  of  last  week. 
The  number  of  candidates  (fourteen)  was  not  as 
large  as  on  previous  occasions,  but  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  disagreeable  weather,  about  ninety  mem¬ 
bers  attended  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  initia¬ 
tion  and  the  entertainment  which  followed.  On 
account  of  family  or  personal  illness,  three  of 
the  sentries  were  absent  and  substitutes  were  nec¬ 
essary. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ayers,  Imperial  Baronel 
D.  B.  Cunningham  acted  as1  modoc  and  later  as 
toastmaster.  Imperial  Modoc  Charles  E.  Lester 
and  J.  S.  Van  Epps  of  Cleveland  were  welcome 
guests  and  contributed  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
evening,  the  former  by  his  usual  interesting  re¬ 
marks  and  the  latter  with  sqngs  and  dances  as 
only  “Van”  can  furnish.  Remarks  were  also 
made  by  Daniel  Whitney,  Charles  V.  Bergh  and 
J.  W.  Mason. 

The  following  applications  were  accepted :  J. 
W.  Mason,  Daniel  Whitney,  F.  W.  Foedisch,  W. 
S.  Wills,  James  B.  Cotton,  Edward  C.  McFad- 
den,  S.  M.  Martin,  Philadelphia ;  F.  K.  Siner,  J. 
P.  Smith,  Lancaster;  C.  J.  Snyder,  Millersburg; 
A.  Fred  Albright,  L.  W.  Moorehouse,  Asbury 
Park,  N.  J. ;  C.  W.  Shinn,  E.  L.  Mohn,  Reading. 


Kokoal  Notes. 

C.  E.  Pearson  has  been  appointed  skout  for 
the  Order  Kokoal  in  New  Jersey.  He  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  hold  a  koruskation  in  his  territory 
in  the  very  near  future.  Mr.  Pearson  is  the 
representative  of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
men  in  that  vicinity. 

William  R.  Coleman,  the  hustling  Kokoal 
skout  for  central  Illinois,  with  headquarters 
at  No.  109  South  Jefferson  avenue,  Peoria,  is 
getting  ready  for  a  koruskation  to  be  held  in 
that  city  on  Monday,  February  24.  This  will 
be  given  at  the  National  Hotel  and  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  interesting  because,  on  that  oc¬ 
casion,  the  retail  dealers  and  the  coal  opera¬ 
tors  will  be  in  Peoria. 

It  is  announced  that  Imperial  Modoc  Chas. 
E.  Lester,  of  New  -York  city,  has  appointed 
Jos.  W.  Tuohy,  western  manager  of  the  New 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  at 
Cincinnati,  as  southern  Ohio  skout  for  the 
Order  Kokoal.  Mr.  Tuohy  is  one  of  tlie  most 
popular  coal  men  in  Cincinnati  territory  and 
claims  practically  the  entire  trade  in  the  list 
of  his  personal  friends.  In  order  to  show 
his  enthusiasm  for  the  order  it  is  understood 
he  is  planning  an  early  koruskation  which  will 
probably  be  held  about  March  7.  This  will 
enable  Mr.  Lester  to  attend  that  koruskation 
on  his  wav  to  Chicago. 

R.  C.  Cantelou,  Chicago  skout  for  the  Or¬ 
der  Kokoal,  is  besieging  the  members  of  the 
order  with  data  concerning  the  coming  korus¬ 
kation  in  Chicago,  which  is  to  be  held  on 
Monday.  March  9.  Two  things  will  make  this 
koruskation  interesting.  One  will  be  a  visit 
from  Imperial  Modoc  Charles  E.  Lester,  of 
New  York  city, 'and  the  other,  which  is  an  odd 
coincidence,  is  that  Chicago  will  have  the 
honor  of  holding  the  100th  koruskation  since 
the  establishment  of  that  organization.  More¬ 
over,  Chicago  is  struggling  with  Cleveland  to 
see  which  will  be  able  to  give  the  largest 
koruskation. 


The  squeeze  in  the  Parrish  mine,  at  Wilkes- 
barre,  is  still  working  and  has  reached  such  a 
point  that  it  has  affected  the  workings  of  the 
Nottingham  mines  with  the  results  that  both 
the  Parrish  and  Nottingham  mines  are  idle 
and  several  hundred  men  and  boys  are  idle. 
The  squeeze  commenced  in  Nos.  6  and  8 
slopes  of  the  Parrish  mines  and  the  portion 
of  the  mine  affected  is  in  the  vicinity  of 
Butzbaugh  landing  and  so  alarming  was  the 
conditions  on  Saturday  evening  that  the  mules 
in  that  section  of  the  mines  were  taken  out. 
While  everything-  possible  is  being  done  to 
check  the  squeezing  workings  yet  it  is  “work¬ 
ing”  and  is  becoming  extensive.  The  sur¬ 
face  has  not  been  affected  and  the  squeeze  is 
confined  to  the  interior  workings. 
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Mail  Order  Houses. 


The  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Association 
Will  Discuss  Them  at  the 
Peoria  Meeting. 


Preparations  arc  all  completed  for  the  mid 
winter  convention  of  the  Illinois  &  Wisconsin 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association.  This  .will 
he  held  at  the  National  Hotel,  at  Peoria,  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  of  next  week.  This  is 
going  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  meet¬ 
ings  for  the  retailers  and  also  for  the  whole 
salers  that  this  association  has  ever  held  and, 
in  consequence,  it  is  important  that  there 
should  be  a  large  attendance. 

Some  matters  of  vital  interest  to  all  con¬ 
cerns  will  be  taken  up  for  consideration. 
One  of  the  most  important  subjects  to  be 
discussed,  at  this  meeting,  will  be  “mail  order 
houses  in  the  coal  trade.”  As  there  are  sev¬ 
eral  wholesale  concerns  who  have  but  re¬ 
cently  adopted  this  method  of  doing  business 
and  as  they  are  now  advertising  in  local  pa¬ 
pers  in  various  towns  offering  to  sell  coal  di¬ 
rect  to  the  consumers  and  as  they  are  solic¬ 
iting  this  trade  through  circular  letters  and 
correspondence  the  discussion  and  action  taken 
by  this  association  should  be  interesting  to 
every  member  of  the  trade.  It  is  fortunate 
that  a  good  many  coal  operators  will  be  in 
Peoria  at  this  particular  time  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  retail  dealers  will  be  able  to 
lay  their  complaints  against  some  irregulari¬ 
ties  directly  before  the  shippers. 

The  discussion  of  these  irregular  shipments 
will  be  one  of  the  first  topics  taken  up.  It  has 
been  decided  that  the  headquarters  for  the 
organization  will  be  at  the  National  Hotel, 
and  that  the  first  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  the  24th,  at  1:30  p.  m.  It  is  in¬ 
tended  to  have,  in  addition  to  the  discussion 
of  the  above  subject,  interesting  addresses  on 
short  weighting,  on  demurrage,  on  credit  and 
on  other  subjects  of  interest  to  the  trade.  On 
Tuesday  morning  the  meeting  will  be  called 
to  order  at  9:30  o’clock  and  this  entire  ses¬ 
sion  will  be  devoted  to  a  round  table  discus¬ 
sion  taking  up  various  topics  of  interest  to 
the  trade.  This  discussion  will  be  conducted 
by  L.  Waldo  Thompson,  of  Beloit,  Wis.  Those 
who  heard  Mr.  Thompson  conduct  the  round 
table  at  the  last  annual  meeting  in  Chicago, 
will  appreciate  what  this  treat  is  going  to  be. 
Mr.  Thompson  says  that  the  proper  under¬ 
standing  of  some  conditions  means  the  larger 
bank  roll  for  every  dealer  in  attendance  at 
the  end  of  the  business  season. 

At  the  Monday  afternoon  meeting  James 
G.  Condon,  the  attorney  for  the  association, 
will  be  present  and  will  give  some  pointers 
on  the  best  methods  to  combat  the  mail 
order  house  competition  as  Wei  1  as  other  un¬ 
just  competition.  On  account  of  Mr.  Con¬ 
don’s  well  known  reputation  as  an  attorney  it 
will  be  well  worth  more  than  the  time  and 
expense  to  hear  from  him  on  this  subject. 

On  Monday  evening  the  Kokoals  will  hold 
a  koruskation  in  the  National  Hotel  which 
will  be  followed  by  a  vaudeville  entertainment 
and  luncheon.  All  of  the  coal  men  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend. 


State  to  Buy  Coal  Lands. 

Guthrie,  Okla.,  February  20. — The  commis¬ 
sion  appointed  last  year  by  the  constitutional 
convention  to  advise  the  first  State  Legislature 
as  to  the  advisability  of  purchasing  440,000  acres 
of  segregated  coal  and  asphalt  lands  in  the  State 
recommends  their  purchase  by  the  State  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  $10,000,000. 

The  commission  recommends  that  the  State 
issue  bonds,  subject  to  the  vote  of  the  people  at 
the  next  general  election,  to  the  amount  of  $10,- 
000,000  or  as  much  thereof  as  necessary  for  the 
purchase  at  a  reasonable  price.  The  commission 
also  recommends  that  members  of  Congress  from 
Oklahoma  be  requested  to  urge  upon  Congress 
the  enactment  of  a  law  which  will  permit  the 
State  to  purchase  these  lands. 
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Lehigh  Annual  Report. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  20.— The  eighty- 
seventh  annual  report  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  & 
Navigation  Company  has  just  been  made  public. 
The  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December 
3),  1907,  shows  the  tonnage  mined  and  marketed 
from  the  lands  of  the  company  for  the  last  three 
years  as  follows : 

1905  1906  1907 

Mint'd  by  company  from  fee 

lands  . 2,320,623  2,310,846  2,973,172 

Mined  by  lessees  from  fee 

lands  .  107,681  72,410  162,837 

Mined  by  lessees  from  lands 

of  Alliance  Coal  Mining 

Company  .  95,341  45,404  106.727 

2,523,645  2,428,660  3,242,736 

In  addition  to  the  commercial  tonnage  above 
noted,  there  was  mined  and  used  by  the  com¬ 
pany  and  its  tenants,  and  the  tenants  the  Al¬ 
liance  Coal  Mining  Company,  in  their  mining 
operations  during  1907,  a  total  of  353,845  tons, 
making  the  total  production  for  the  year  3,596,- 
581  tons. 

Concerning  the  improvements  made  and  now 
under  way  in  the  companies’  coal  operations,  the 
reports  show :  -  The  completion  of  a  new  hoisting 
shaft,  and  installation  of  a  new  hoisting  plant 
at  Colliery  No.  1;  at  Colliery  No.  4,  new  shaft 
has  been  sunk  to  depth  of  510  feet,  will  reach 
988  feet  when  completed ;  Colliery  No.  14 :  De¬ 
velopment  work  in  1904,  still  going  stead¬ 

ily  forward.  Some  coal  produced  last  year, 
amounting  to  43,692,  which  will  probabb-  be  du¬ 
plicated  this  year;  work  on  Lausanne  drainage 
tunnel  was  interrupted  last  year,  but  work  is 
now  being  carried  on  satisfactorily;  a  new 
breaker  is  being  erected  at  Nesquehoning  to 
take  the  place  of  old  No.  1,  and  will  be  in  readi¬ 
ness  by  May  or  June.  1908.  Another  breaker 
will  be  erected  during  the  present  vear  to  take 
the  place  of  old  Nos.  8  and  9. 

A  modern  coal  storage  plant  of  the  Dodge  de¬ 
sign  and  of  280,000  tons  maximum,  is  being 
erected  a  short  distance  from  Hauto.  This  plant 
will  effect  great  saving.  The  cost  will  be  about 
$300,000.  It  will  be  ready  for  use  by  May  1. 
Concerning  the  coal  sales  department,  the  re¬ 
port  reads : 

“An  earnest  effort  has  been  made  during  the 
year  to  increase  the  scope  and  efficiency  of  your 
coal  sales  department,  with  a  view  to  eventually 
distributing  the  product  direct  from  the  mines 
to  the  trade.  To  this  end,  a  new  office  has  been 
opened  in  Boston,  the  selling  forces  at  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  have  been  materially  increased, 
and  six  new  barges,  with  a  combined  capacity 
of  6,600  tons,  were  contracted  for  during  the 
year.  These  barges  are  intended  to  form  the 
nucleus  of  a  substantial  fleet  for  distributing 
tonnage  from  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey  terminus  at  Elizabethport  to  New  England 
and  Sound  points,  which  market  conditions  make 
it  desirable  should  be  owned  by  this  company. 
It  is  proposed  to  add  to  this  fleet  six  more 
barges  of  similar  character  during  the  season  of 
1908.” 


Maryland  Coal  Company, 

The  Maryland  Coal  Company’s  report  for  the 
year  ended  December  31,  1907,  compares  as  fol¬ 


lows  : 

1907  1906  1905  1904 

Net  profits . *$595,673  $155,630  $222,634  $276,456 

Preferred  divs.  . .  150,776  150,776  150,776  160,199 


Surplus  .  $444,897  $4,854  $71,858  $116,257 


*The  sum  is  made  up  of:  “Income  from  coal 
business,  $168,678,”  and  “Other  profits,  $426,995.” 
The  number  of  tons  of  coal  handled  was  230,000 
in  1907  against  209,000  in  1906. 


Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg. 

The  universal  decrease  in  consumption  of  coal 
is  beginning  to  tell  .in  the  monthly  reports  of  the 
Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg.  This  road  made 
a  most  excellent  showing  at  the  beginning  of  the 
current  fiscal  year.  In  July  it  increased  its  gross 
bv  over  one-half,  as  compared  with  a  year  pre¬ 
vious,  and  net  was  more  than  doubled.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  four  months  it  had  increased  its 
gross  earnings  by  24.1  per  cent,  and  its  net  in 
even  greater  proportion,  28.5  per  cent.  Then  in 
November,  although  total  receipts  were  12.4  per 
cent  larger  than  the  corresponding  month  of  1906, 


expenses  cut  net  down  to  a  decrease  of  6.3  per 
cent.  The  December  earnings  are  in  sympathy 
with  those  of  the  average  road  for  that  month — 
decreases  of  5.2  per  cent  in  gross  and  17.3  in  net 
are  shown. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  & 
Pittsburg  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  are 
tabulated  below : 


1907.  1906.  Increase. 

July  . $  856,627  $  560,092  $  296,535 

August  .  856,591  743,622  112,969 

September  .  873,693  746,724  126,969 

October  .  969,453  815,394  154,059 

November  .  846,715  752,748  93,967 

December  .  611,596  634,516  *22,920 


Total  . $5,014,675  $4,253,096  $  761,597 

Net: 

July  . $  382,760  $  190,334  $  192,426 

August  .  353,538  293,251  60,287 

September .  346,172  321,026  25,146 

October  .  395,335  353,102  42,233 

November  .  283,963  303,340  *19,377 

December  .  172,422  208,504  *36,082 

\  -  -  - 

Total  . $1,934,190  $1,669,557  $  264.633 


"Decrease. 


Lehigh  Valley  R,  R.  Co. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  issues 
the  following  statement  of  operation  for  the 
month  of  December,  and  for  six  months  ended 
December,  1907 : 


December: 

Total  operating  revenue  . $2,745,929.70 

Total  operating  expenses .  2,008,102.14 


Net  operating  revenue  . $  737,827.56 

Taxes  .  94,300.00 


Operating  income  . $  643,527.56 

Six  months,  ended  December  31,  1907: 

Total  operating  revenue . $19,485,903.90 

Total  operating  expenses .  12,197,692.76 


Net  operating  revenue . $  7,288,211.14 

Taxes .  565,800.00 


Operating  income  . $  6,722,411.14 


Note. — The  earnings  and  expenses  foF  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  July.  1,  1907,  being  stated  in  accordance  with 
the  new  classification  ordered  by  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission,  comparison  with  the  figures  of  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year  would  be  mis¬ 
leading,  as  the  commission,  among  other  changes,  has  or¬ 
dered  discontinued  the  method  heretofore  employed  of 
charging  to  expenses  from  time  to  time,  as  necessary,  to 
maintain  the  equipment,  the  cost  of  new  locomotives  or 
cars,  and  instead  has  directed  a  monthly  charge  to  ex¬ 
penses  for  depreciation,  beginning  with  the  month  of 
July,  1907. 


Delaware  &  Hudson  R.  R. 

Delaware  &  Hudson’s  preliminary  income  ac¬ 
count  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1907, 
shows  record  gross,  net  and  surplus  earnings  for 
the  company.  This  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  oper¬ 
ating  expenses  for  most  railroads  in  1907  were 
unusually  high  and  net  earnings  consequently  cor¬ 
respondingly  less. 

The  coal  department’s  net  for  the  entire  year 
was  decreased  by  $92,015,  equal  to  8.77  per  cent, 
while  the  railroad  department’s  net  was  in¬ 
creased  by  $1,629,674,  equal  to  25.54  per  cent. 
The  net  for  both  departments  was  increased  by 
$1,713,829,  equal  to  21.91  per  cent. 

The  company’s  total  earnings  for  1907  and  1906, 
with  actual  and  percentage  increases,  are  shown 
herewith : 


1907. 

1906. 

Amount. 

%- 

Gross  earnings. . 

$43,326,459 

$35,621,371 

$7,705,088 

21.63 

Operating  exp... 

33,791,314 

27,800,055 

5,991,259 

21.55 

Net  earnings.... 

9,535,145 

7,821,316 

1,713,829 

21.91 

Other  income  . . 

928,847 

824,243 

104,604 

12.69 

Total  income  .  . 

10,463,993 

8,645,560 

1,818,433 

21.03 

Charges  &  taxes 

3,997,819 

3,343,938 

653,881 

19.56 

Net  income  .... 

6,466,174 

5,301,622 

1,164,552 

21.97 

The  Atlantic  Coal  Company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Boswell,  Pa.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  Pennsylvania  laws.  The 
capital  stock  is  put  at  $30,000.  F.  B.  Black  is 
president;  A.  J.  Fields,  vice-president,  and  J. 
M.  Black,  secretary.  The  company  has  a  new 
operation  in  Somerset  county  and  will  mine 
the  celebrated  Quemahoning  coal.  They  own 
400  acres  of  land  and  will  mine  500  tons  of 
coal  daily  as  soon  as  they  get  in  working 
order,  which  will  be%  shortly  after  February  1. 
A  new  tipple  has  been  completed,  and  as  soon 
as  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  lays  a  side  track,  for 
which  the  grading  has  been  done,  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  ready  to  commence  work.  Black, 
Field  &  Emmons,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York, 
will  have  the  sale  of  the  product  of  this  com¬ 
pany. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


Henry  Holverschied  returned  this  week  from 
an  extended  tour  of  old  Mexico. 

T.  F.  Farrell,  manager  of  the  Pocahontas  Coke 
Company,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor  a  few  days  ago. 

S.  W.  Gilliland,  auditor  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company,  with  headquarters  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  was  a  visitor  in  Chicago  this  week  call¬ 
ing  upon  A.  J.  Atwater,  western  representative 
of  that  company. 

Edward  T.  Bent,  secretary  of  the  Illinois 
Coal  Operators’  Alutual  Employers’  Liability 
Insurance  Company,  went  down  to  Springfield 
one  day  this  week  and  went  from  there  to 
Peoria  to  attend  the  conference  with  the 
mine  workers. 

William  D.  Preston,  western  representative 
of  the  M.  A.  Hanna  Coal  Company,  with 
headquarters  in  the  Fisher  Building,  went  up 
to  Milwaukee  one  day  this  week  and  ran  into 
the  blizzard  which  tied  up  transportation  and 
was  unable  to  return  when  he  expected. 

Col.  S.  M.  Dalzell,  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal 
Company,  says,  concerning  the  report  that 
the  No.  2  mine  of  that  company  has  been 
closed  down,  that  no  such  action  has  been 
taken  so  far  and  unless  conditions  change 
materially  in  the  near  future  there  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  such  action  taken. 

The  members  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers' 
Association  and  especially  George  W.  Hal- 
lock,  the  commissioner,  have  their  ear  to  the 
ground  and  their  eye  cocked  toward  Spring 
field  awaiting  the  ruling  of  the  Illinois  Rail¬ 
road  and  Warehouse  Commission,  regarding 
the  change  in  rule  23,  which  has  to  do  with 
the  north  side  switching.  As  yet  the  com¬ 
mission  has  not  given  out  any  communication 
showing  what  it  is  going  to  do  with  that 
question. 

W.  G.  Zoller,  of  Bell  &  Zoller,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  conditions  in  the  coal  trade  have 
improved  slightly  in  the  last  few  weeks,  but 
he  declares  that  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
a  good  many  of  those  who  had  stocks  of  coal 
on  hand  have  used  up  a  large  part  of  the  sur¬ 
plus.  He  does  not  believe  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  is  accounted  for  to  any  large  extent  by 
any  increase  in  industrial  activity  or  in  any 
extraordinary  buying  against  the  possibility  of  a 
strike. 

The  various  high  priests  of  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage  in  Chicago,  namely  Donald  A.  Sage, 
Sydney  P.  Hostler  and  John  Sallmon,  are 
overly  rejoiced  this  week  to  learn  that  the 
supreme  court  of  Nebraska  has  passed  upon 
the  reciprocal  demurrage  law  of  that  state, 
declaring_  the  principle  sound  and  the  law 
constitutional.  This  gives  those  who  are  con¬ 
tending  for  the  principle  of  reciprocal  demur¬ 
rage  a  fighting  ground  upon  which  they  can 
proceed  to  obtain  other  state  legislation. 

One  of  the  visitors  given  a  welcome  in  coal 
circles  in  Chicago  recently  was  Victor  I 
Clark,  of  the  North  Side  Lumber  Company,  of 
Sycamore,  Ill.  This  concern  deals  in  building 
material  and  coal.  Mr.  Clark  says  that  in  his 
immediate  territory  business  has  been  excep¬ 
tionally  good  this  year  and  that  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  coal  has  been  on  the  increase,  not  be¬ 
ing  influenced  to  any  extent  by  the  untoward 
financial  conditions.  He  finds,.  however,  that 
collections  are  a  little  slower  than  usual. 

The  Mogg  Coal  Company,  Sage  &  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Jones  &  Adams  Coal  Company, 
have  filed  a  petition,  in  Springfield,  to  have 
the  Phoenix  Coal  &  Mining  Company  ad¬ 
judged  a  bankrupt.  This  is  the  same  case 
which  James  J.  Kelley,  the  former  manager 
of  the  Phoenix  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  was 
appointed  receiver  on  a  judgment  of  the 
Thornton  Cleney  Lumber  Company  for  $221. 
The  new  action  will  necessitate  the  adminis¬ 


tration  of  the  estate  in  the  federal  court  for 
the  southern  district  of  Illinois  instead  of  by 
the  receiver,  James  J.  Kelly,  in  the  superior 
court  of  Cook  county.  The  petition  in  bank¬ 
ruptcy  was  filed  by  Edward  Menkin  and  Ed¬ 
ward  Pomeroy. 

A  number  of  the  most  prominent  coal  oper¬ 
ators  in  Chicago  left  on  Wednesday  night  for 
Peoria,  where  they  entered  a  conference  with 
the  mine  workers  on  Friday  relative  to  con¬ 
ditions  for  the  next  year.  The  operators  are 
asking  two  things  of  the  mine  workers,  first, 
that  they  agree  to  enter  an  interstate  wage 
agreement  with  the  same  differentials  as  this 
year,  and  second,  that  the  coal  miners  con¬ 
tinue  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  shot  firers. 
It  is  now  generally  believed  that  owing  to 
peculiar  conditions  in  the  coal  trade  and  the 
labor  situation,  the  miners  and  operators  will 
be  able  to  agree,  although  it  hardly  seems 
probable  that  a  definite  understanding  will  be 
reached  before  the  middle  of  next  week. 

A  good  story  is  going  the  rounds  of  the 
Dearborn  street  coal  offices  this  week  which 
places  “Norm”  Birkland,  of  the  Globe  Coal 
Company,  in  the  limelight.  Norman  is  very  fond 
of  mushrooms,  according  to  the  tale,  and  last 
week  while  calling  on  Poehlman  Brothers,  the 
Morton  Grove  florists,  spied  an  immense  bed  of 
mushrooms.  The  Poehlman  family  is  noted  for 
its  generosity,  so  when  Norman  was  seen  look¬ 
ing  with  a  longing  eye  at  the  “mushrooms”  it 
was  suggested  that  he  take  a  few  home.  Norman 
accepted  the  invitation  and  after  having  carefully 
gathered  up  about  half  a  bushel  the  news  was 
broken  to  him  that  his  “mushrooms”  were  toad¬ 
stools.  The  last  report  showed  that  Norman’s 
break  had  cost  him  $4.30  for  drinks,  cigars, 
etc.,  and  after  the  publication  of  this  item  it 
will  probably  be  run  up  to  at  least  a  ten  dollar 
bill. 

.  i 

Following  a  stormy  meeting  between  the 
miners  and  operators,  400  miners  employed 
by  the  Crerar-Clinch  Coal  Company,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  went  on  strike  at  Du  Quoin  on  February 
12.  The  trouble  originated  over  the  price  of 
powder  which  the  operators  have  been  selling 
to  the  miners.  No  agreement  could  be 
reached  at  a  meeting  attended  by  State  Presi¬ 
dent  Walker,  of  the  miners’  union,  State 
Board  Member  Lawrence,  of  Herrin,  District 
Vice  President  Dillon,  of  Murphysboro,  sev¬ 
eral  officers  of  the  operators’  association,  and 
the  strike  was  the  result.  At  the  conference 
S.  B.  Eaton  represented  the  Crerar-Clinch 
interests.  Herman  Justice,  commissioner  of 
the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association,  was 
also  present.  The  Equitable  and  Davis  mines, 
two  of  the  largest  in  the  local  field,  have  sus¬ 
pended  temporarily. 

The  blizzard  which  swept  over  Chicago  on 
Tuesday  night  and  Wednesday  morning  com¬ 
pletely  blocked  the  delivery  of  coal,  at  least 
until  the  city  was  able  to  get  the  streets  par¬ 
tially  cleared.  The  general  situation  is  proba¬ 
bly  expressed  by  the  experience  of  the  Lincoln- 
Springfield  Coal  Company,  as  told  by  George 
W.  Reed,  general  manager  of  sales.  Mr.  Reed 
says  that  on  Tuesday  afternoon  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  pull  off  all  of  the  teams  and  only  half 
of  them  tried  to  work  on  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing.  These  made  a  few  short  hauls,  and  then 
found  that  conditions  were  absolutely  pro¬ 
hibitive  and  consequently  these  teams  were 
sent  back  into  the  stable  and  absolutely  noth¬ 
ing  was  done  until  later  in  the  week  when  the 
streets  were  again  open  to  traffic.  On  the 
south  side  of  Chicago,  especially  where  the 
wind  got  a  good  sweep  from  the  lake,  snow 
drifts  were  piled  up  in  places  five  and  six  feet 
high.  Under  the  circumstances  it  was  abso¬ 
lutely  impossible  to  haul  out  a  full  load  of  coal 
or,  in  fact,  to  even  get  through  with  an  empty 
wagon.  Those  dealers  who  were  making  short 


hauls  instead  of  trying  to  send  out  a  full  load, 
took  only  a  quarter  to  a  half.  This,  of  course, 
increased  the  cost  of  handling  the  coal,  and  al¬ 
though  the  action  was  in  no  wise  general, 
a  number  of  the  companies  made  an  extra 
charge  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  for  deliver¬ 
ing  this  product. 

For  reasons  probably  best  known  to  the 
traffic  officials  of  that  line  the  Illinois  Central 
has,  within  the  week,  been  trying  to  work  up 
a  sentiment  among  the  operators  of  Illinois 
against  the  recent  ruling  of  the  various  com¬ 
missions  regarding  the  distribution  of  cars. 
The  purport  of  all  these  rulings  has  been  that 
all  railroads  in  making  allotments  of  cars 
among  the  shippers  shall  take  into  considera¬ 
tion  first  the  fuel  cars  of  the  railroad  itself 
and  second  the  foreign  cars  and  private  cars 
on  the  line  of  that  railroad  at  the  time.  The 
Illinois  Central  objects  to  this  ruling  and  be¬ 
lieves  it  will  work  to  the  detriment  of  some  of 
the  shipping  companies  who  are  now  furnish¬ 
ing  coal  to  the  Illinois  Central  railroad.  In¬ 
asmuch  as  more  coal  operators  have  suffered 
through  the  partial  method  of  the  railroads  of 
distributing  cars  than  have  benefited  by  rail¬ 
road  contracts,  it  is  hardly  likely  that  the 
Illinois  Central  will  find  many  operators  in 
favor  of  this  proposition. 

In  taking  account  of  the  possible  immediate 
future  of  the  coal  trade  in  Chicago,  sales 
agents  for  operators  and  jobbers  are  taking 
into  account  the  unusual  severe  snow  storm 
which  swept  over  the  country  on  Tuesday.  It 
is  known  that  some  of  the  railroad  passenger 
trains  coming  into  Chicago  on  Wednesday, 
ran  anywhere  from  two  to  four  hours  late 
and  arrived  drawn  by  at  least  two  and  some 
times  three  engines.  The  difficulty  in  getting 
passenger  trains  through  made  it  virtually  im¬ 
possible  to  do  anything  with  freight  ami 
hence  the  receipts  of  coal  for  the  latter  part 
of  the  week  were  reduced  to  the  minimum. 
The  further  east  the  source  of  coal  supply, 
the  greater  the  difficulty  in  getting  it  to  the 
Chicago  market.  For  instance,  an  abundance 
of  smokeless  and  splint  coal  from  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  has  been  coming  into  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  only  recently,  but  now  this  supply  has 
been  cut  off.  Reports  from  West  Virginia 
show  that  one  train  was  snow  bound  in  the 
mountains  for  twenty-four  hours  and,  of 
course,  no  coal  was  moved  during  that  time. 
It  is  reported  that  in  a  good  many  places  snow 
on  the  mountains  of  West  Virginia  is  six  feet 
deep,  while  the  drifts  are  piled  up  anywhere 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet.  Very  little  coal 
is  going  to  come  from  that  section  until  this 
snow  is  cleared  away.  In  the  meanwhile  if 
the  blizzard  is  followed  by  soft  weather  all 
of  this  snow  will  be  melted  and  instead  of 
snow  drifts  and  obstructions  to  traffic  in  con¬ 
sequence,  there  will  be  floods  in  all  of  the 
streams  and  a  blockade  of  traffic  on  that  ac¬ 
count.  It  hardly  looks  now  as  if  the  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  from  the  eastern  markets  into 
Chicago  will  be  restored  to  normal  much 
within  a  week  or  ten  days  and  this  ought  to 
permit  the  cleaning  up  of  a  good  many  stocks 
and,  consequently,  ought  to  stiffen  the  market 
for  especially  the  eastern  grades  of  coal. 


Directors  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  met 
Wednesday  in  Philadelphia  and  re-elected 
President  E.  B.  Thomas  and  the  other  officers. 
The  Lehigh  Valley  has  not  yet  determined 
on  any  policy  of  curtailment  in  coal  produc¬ 
tion.  If  the  present  warm  weather  continues 
some  step  will  be  necessary,  although  the  com¬ 
pany’s  western  trade  holds  up  well.  If  cur¬ 
tailment  is  decided  upon,  it  will  probably 
be  in  the  form  of  closing  the  mines  for  two 
or  three  days  a  week.  The  railroad  company 
now  has  between  5,000  and  10,000  freight  cars 
and  about  fifty  locomotives  idle. 
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only  necessary  to  get  a  consignment  of  sulphate  of  iron,  mix  it  with 
common  salt  and  some  surplus  coal,  and  the  groundwork  is  laid  ft>r  a 
big  fortune. 

Business  is  too  complex  today  to  hope  for  specialization.  If  a  rail¬ 
road  is  not  prospering  add  to  it  a  side  line  of  coal.  If  riches  do  not 
come  instantly  stock  the  surface  land  with  hogs  and  feed  them  on  sul¬ 
phate  of  iron,  plus  salt,  plus  coal.  If  pork  raising  itself  is  tame  add  to 
the  mixture  a  packing  business,  a  refrigerator  service  and  a  private  car 
line.  This  may  start  the  muckrakers  on  another  campaign  against  the 
centralization  of  everything  in  control  of  the  railroad  companies,  but 
despite  the  drawbacks  of  hog  culture  an  outlet  is  found  for  the  surplus 
supply  of  coal,  and  that  should  be  gratifying. 
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The  coal  trade  is  preparing  to  close  out  its  winter 
Aids  to  Storage  business  and  it  is  already  scrutinizing  the  prospects 
in  Summer  f°r  business  next  year.  Anticipating  that  business 
is  going  to  revive,  that  the  railroads  are  again 
going  to  be  congested  with  traffic,  that  there  is  likely  to  be  the  same  old 
urgent  demand  for  coal,  that  next  winter  is  not  likely  to  be  as  mild  as 
this  and  that  consequently  there  will  be  some  shortages,  plans  are  being 
made  for  storing  a  certain  amount  of  coal  during  the  summer.  The  sec¬ 
tions,  where  the  most  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  coal,  are  those 
furthest  from  the  source  of  supply.  The  northwest  has  always  been  the 
place  where  coal  storage  has  been  required  and  it  is  coming  into  promi- 
ence  now.j 

It  is  unfair  to  urge  that  the  dealers  should  assume  all  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  storing  coal  in  the  summer.  In  laying  aside  in  summer  part  of 
the  coal  that  will  be  needed  in  winter,  the  burden  should  be  distributed 
equally  among  those  directly  benefited.  Neither  the  dealer  nor  the  mine 
operator  is  the  sole  beneficiary,  although  each  shares  a  part.  The  rail¬ 
road,  although  it  gets  a  certain  relief,  is  not  the  principal  beneficiary 
from  the  summer  storing  of  coal.  The  railroad  by  this  practice  is 
relieved  from  hauling  a  great  quantity  of  coal  in  the  whiter  months 
and  consequently  its  traffic  situation  is  benefited.  The  coal  oper¬ 
ator  has  an  all-the-year-round  production  instead  of  having  the  major 
portion  concentrated  in  the  winter  months.  The  dealer,  by  getting 
part  of  his  coal  in  the  summer,  is  assured  of  an  amount  equal  to  his  cus¬ 
tomers’  demands.  The  burden  is  threefold,  as  is  the  benefit.  Realizing 
this,  the  expense  should  be  equally  borne  by  the  three.  The  dealer  should 
store  coal,  the  operator  should  aid  him  by  a  summer  reduction  in  price, 
and  the  railroad  should  give  storage  rates  during  the  summer  months. 
The  Black  Diamond  recommends  this  as  a  safe  policy  to  all  three. 


The  blizzard  was  not  an  unmixed  blessing  to  the  coal  man,  even 
though  some  might  impiously  suppose  the  contrary.  The  increased  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  was  offset  by  what  amounted  to  an  almost  complete  ob¬ 
struction  to  delivery. 


“A  mixture  of  one  shovelful  of  soft  coal — nut  size; 
Feed  the  Surplus  a  thin  layer  of  sulphate  of  iron  spread  on  top  of  the 
to  the  HogS.  coal,  and  a  thin  layer  of  salt  spread  over  the  sul¬ 
phate  of  iron,  when  placed  in  piles  in  convenient 
places  for  hogs  to  eat,  aids  in  fattening  and  prevents  disease.” — Scientific 
farm  suggestion. 

I  hus  the  coal  man  finds  a  place  for  his  surplus  production.  If  it  can 
not  be  sold  to  steam  plants  or  flat  buildings  it  can  be  fed  to  the  hogs. 
This  creates  a  new  industry.  It  solves  the  question  of  what  is  to  be 
done  with  surface  lands.  Some  coal  companies  use  the  latter  to  raise 
Shetland  ponies,  others  go  in  for  hillside  farming,  sowing  the  seed  with 
a  shotgun,  and  still  others  put  in  timber.  There  is  no  need  to  worry  any 
longer  because  a  few  Poland  China  hogs  will  solve  the  problem.  It  is 


It  might  prevent  embarrassment  in  future  if  we  looked  the  situation 
squarely  in  the  face  now.  For  instance,  there  is  a  difference  between 
buying  to  replenish  stocks  and  to  provide  fuel  for  increased  operation. 
Do  not  confuse  the  two. 


Some  coal  men  are  planning  a  consolidation  of  west- 
The  Future  of  the  era  mines.  This  movement  is  important  just  now 
Combinations  as  indicating  first  that  preparations  are  being  made 
for  a  bigger  business  next  fall  and,  second,  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  conservatism  in  the  future  capitalizing. 

It  is  well  enough  to  plan  along  theoretical  lines,  but  it  is  safer  to 
capitalize  on  actualities  only.  In  theory  one  big  concern  can  wield  a  tre¬ 
mendous  influence  in  keeping  production  down  to  the  requirements  of 
actual  sales.  In  practice  the  small  producers  are  likely  to  let  the  large 
producers  do  the  economizing  while  one  after  another  departs  quietly 
from  any  general  understanding  as  to  the  rationalizing  of  production. 
The  number  of  bolters  swells  with  the  rapidity  with  which  a  small  leak 
in  a  dam  spreads  to  the  destruction  of  the  dam  itself.  After  a  short 
while  the  only  one  left  to  exercise  the  rationalization  of  the  production  is 
the  one  big  producer  that  is  holding  the  bag  for  all  the  others.  If  the 
small  operator  were  practically  eliminated  and  production  were  central¬ 
ized  in  the  hands  of  several  big  concerns  rationalization  of  production 
would  be  comparatively  easy.  Nevertheless,  the  theory  is  a  fine  thing 
to  preach  and  to  try  to  live  up  to,  but  actuality  is  the  best  thing  to  make 
the  basis  of  fihancing.  If  this  is  done  there  are  no  wrecked  hopes  and 
no  spoiled  day  dreams  to  annoy  the  operator  of  tomorrow  who  was  the 
promoter  of  today. 


Under  certain  circumstances  the  only  difference  between  paying  de¬ 
murrage  to  a  shipper  and  giving  a  rebate  is  the  intention  of  the  railroad 
official  who  sanctioned  the  payment.  This  confusion  can  be  avoided  if 
we  make  demurrage  payable  to  the  consignee.  >• 


The  mine  workers  and  mine  owners  of  Illinois  are 
The  Peoria  now  in  conference  at  Peoria  over  the  wage  condi- 
Conlerence  Pons  to  obtain  next  year.  To  handle  the  situation 
arising  now  requires  a  good  deal  of  tact  and  a  dis¬ 
play  of  conservatism  as  well  as  a  show,  at  least,  of  consideration.  If  none 
of  these  is  present  it  is  possible  to  sow  the  wind  that  will  come  back  to¬ 
morrow  in  the  form  of  a  whirlwind. 

Unquestionably  the  mine  operator  is  now  in  a  position  to  gouge  the 
miner  if  he  chooses  to  do  so.  If  he  does  elect  to  take  advantage  of  the 
present  situation  it  means  that  the  operator  is  adopting  the  policy  of 
taking  all  possible  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity.  If  he  does  not 
take  full  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity  there  is  just  a  chance  that 
labor  and  capital  have  advanced  a  step  toward  a  common  plane,  where 
they  really  belong,  upon  which  labor  and  capital  appear  standing  together 
affiliated  and  working  with  a  common  zeal  for  the  accomplishment  of  a 
common  purpose.  As  a  general  principle — whether  applied  to  the  mine 
operator  or  the  mine  worker — to  crush  when  an  opportunity  presents 
itself  is  to  breed  ill  will.  From  the  operator’s  standpoint  to  create  ill-will 
is  to  cuf  down  efficiency.  That  in  the  long  run  spells  smaller  profits  and 
this  is  always  taken  as  denoting  bad  business  policy.  Nothing  was  ever 
lost  by  tact,  conservatism  and  consideration  and  nothing  substantial  was 
ever  gained  by  taking  an  unfair  advantage.  As  the  operators  today  want 
to  teach  fair  dealings  to  the  miners  it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to  begin 
it  themselves. 

This  is  one  of  the  pleasant  theories  on  which  to  think  even  though 
human  nature  today  will  not  permit  a  complete  realization  of  all  its 
benefits. 
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Purposes  of  the  Mine  Combination. 


It  is  Aimed  Principally  to  Avoid  Premature  Shipments  and  Thus  to  Benefit  Values  — Financing  Under 

Present  Conditions  Would  Be  Conservative. 


The  proposed  combination  of  mines  in  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Indiana  presents  some  problems  of 
vital  importance  not  only  to  the  operators  in¬ 
terested,  but  to  the  entire  trade  of  those  two 
states.  The  casual  observer  may  judge,  from 
the  statement  that  this  consolidation  intends 
to  rationalize  production,  that  there  is  some 
intention  of  trying  to  keep  down  the  output  so 
that  prices  may  be  advanced. 

A  reference  to  a  few  acknowledged  facts 
with  regard  to  coal  production  will  lead  inevi¬ 
tably  to  the  conclusion  that  such  an  impres¬ 
sion  is  erroneous  and  such  an  achievement 
absolutely  impossible.  In  the  first  place,  coal 
is  one  thing  where  there  never  is  and  never 
can  be,  an  overproduction  without  absolute 
waste  of  the  surplus  material.  For  instance, 
a  mine  can  not  produce  coal  that  is  not  con¬ 
sumed  unless  it  simply  takes  it  out  of  the 
ground  and  dumps  it  near  the  mine  mouth. 
It  is  apparent  that  coal,  shipped  away  from 
the  mine,  can  not  remain  in  the  railroad  cars 
which  must  be  emptied.  Very  few  of  the  op¬ 
erators  have  places,  away  from  the  mines,  to 
store  this  coal.  If  they  did  have  the  coal,  un¬ 
der  ordinary  circumstances,  would  not  stand 
indefinite  storage.  The  jobber,  who  comes 
into  possession  of  the  coals,  can  not  hold  it 
because  he  has  no  storage  capacity.  The  coal 
once  loaded  on  cars,  therefore,  must  find  a 
market  either  with  the  retailer  or  the  con¬ 
sumer. 

The  consumer  is  not  in  the  habit  of  buying 
coal  which  he  does  not  intend  to  use  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  overproduction  is  not  foisted 
upon  the  consumer  to  be  lost  in  his  hands.  Coal 
shipped  to  a  dealer  is  not  kept  indefinitely  in 
the  yard.  The  dealer  does  not  buy  any  more 
than  he  absolutely  requires  excep.t  when  it  is 
necessary  to  lay  in,  a  few  months  ahead  of 
time,  a  little  surplus  to  provide  against  contin¬ 
gencies.  At  best  the  coal  producers  are  sel¬ 
dom  more  than  a  month  ahead  of  actual  con¬ 
sumption  of  the  product.  More  often  produc¬ 
tion  is  only  about  a  week  ahead  of  consump¬ 
tion,  eliminating  the  time  required  for  trans¬ 
portation. 

Where  the  Loss  Begins. 

When,  in  trade  parlance,  anything  is  said 
about  overproduction  of  firel,  it  is  simply  in¬ 
tended  to  say  that  'carefulness  has  been  dis¬ 
regarded  in  the  matter  of  the  time  of  pro¬ 
duction  and  in  the  matter  of  shipning  the  coal 
from  the  mines  to  the  places  where  it  is  go¬ 
ing  to  be  consumed.  It  seems  almost  incred¬ 
ible,  but  a  week’s  time  between  the  production 
of  coal  and  its  purchase  has  practically  every¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  price  obtained.  For  in¬ 
stance,  if  a  mine  in  one  of  the  Illinois  or  Indi¬ 
ana  fields  produces,  today,  coal  which  it  has 
not  sold  and  for  which  there  is  no  definite 
market  today,  and  ships  it  into  Chicago,  it 
gets  up  to  car  service  in  forty-eight  hours. 
The  coal  then  begins  to  be  forced  for  sale  with 
a  consequent  and  natural  reduction  in  the  price 
obtained.  At  the  end  of  a  week  this  coal,  hav¬ 
ing  accumulated  demurrage,  is  sold  at  a  sac¬ 
rifice  to  somebody,  who  happens  to  want  that 
particular  grade  of  coal.  If  the  consumer  un¬ 
der  the  circumstances,  had  not  known  there 
was  likely  to  be  some  demurrage  coal  on  the 
market  he  would  not  have  wanted  until  the 
last  minute  to  purchase  his  fuel  supply,  but 
would  have  ordered  the  coal  directly  from 
the  mine  possibly  within  a  day  or  so  from 
the  time  this  quantity  was  actually  produced. 
By  holding  up  the  production  until  definite 
orders  were  on  hand  the  coal  operator  would 
have  avoided  sacrificing  the  coal  sent  into  Chi¬ 
cago  on  consignment.  He  might  even  have 
avoided  paying  the  freight  rate  into  Chicago 
and  also  the  reconsignment  charges  to  an¬ 
other  market.  He  might  have  found  nearer 
home  a  very  satisfactory  lodgment  for  the 
coal  which  he  produced,  obtaining  an  even 
more  satisfactory  price.  In  such  a  case  it  can 


not  be  said  that  the  coal  operator  overpro¬ 
duced.  The  only  legitimate  charge  against 
him  is  that  he  disregarded  the  law  of  timely 
production  or  engaged  in  an  unbusiness-like 
method  of  marketing  his  product. 

Production  and  Sale. 

Looking  at  the  question  from  another  view¬ 
point,  consider  that  Illinois  last  year  pro¬ 
duced  over  45,000,000  tons  of  coal.  For  the 
whole  year  there  was  no  overproduction  be¬ 
cause  that  coal  was  all  sold  and,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  has  all  been  consumed.  If  there 
had  been  any  overproduction,  using  the  term 
in  a  broader  sense,  some  of  this  coal  would 
still  be  in  storage  or  dumped  on  the  ground 
waiting  a  sale.  Inquiry  fails  to  record  a  sin¬ 
gle  instance  where  any  of  this  Illinois  coal  was 
actually  destroyed  without  a  sale,  at  some 
price,  by  the  company  which  produced  it.  And 
yet  it  is  apparent  that  the  methods  employed 
in  shipping  this  coal  to  the  market  were  such 
that  prices  obtained  were  very  unsatisfactory. 
For  instance,  it  is  declared  that  the  price  to 
steam  users,  on  the  average,  was  about  twenty- 
five  cents  too  low.  It  is  declared  in  general 
that  the  price  to  the  railroads  was  fully  fifteen 
cents  a  ton  too  low.  It  is  a  matter  of  estab¬ 
lished  record  that,  in  the  last  three  years,  the 
average  price  of  Illinois  coal  has  been  reduced 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  cents  a  ton.  And  yet 
in  those  three  years  there  has  been  no  over¬ 
production,  giving  an  exact  interpretation  to 
that  term,  because  all  of  the  coal  produced  has 
ultimately  been  purchased  and  ultimately  been 
consumed.  The  whole  burden  of  the  charge 
against  operating  methods  in  Illinois  and  Indi¬ 
ana  is  not  that  they  have  produced  more  coal 
than  the  consumers  required,  but  that  they 
have  produced  more  coal  than  the  consumers 
wanted  at  the  time  the  coal  was  produced. 
This  lack  of  rational  production  accounts  for 
all  of  the  demoralization  in  prices.  It  is  di¬ 
rectly  responsible  for  the  twelve  or  fifteen 
cents  a  ton  reduction  in  the  average  price  of 
bituminous  coal  produced  from  Illirtois. 

There  are,  of  course,  only  two  ways  in  which 
this  faulty  method  of  production  can  be  reme¬ 
died.  One  is  for  operators  to  arrive  at  a 
general  understanding  that  they  will  not  pro¬ 
duce  coal  until  it  has  been  sold.  Such  an  un¬ 
derstanding  would  tend  to  keep  prices  up  to 
where  living  profits  could  be  made  by  the 
operators.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  see 
how  much  an  agreement  could  be  reached 
without  doing  violence  to  the  spirit  and  even 
to  the  letter  of  the  antitrust  law  of  the  United 
States.  Such  a  method  is  apparently  out  of 
the  question.  The  only  other  way  in  which 
such  a  result  could  be  properly  obtained  is 
through  the  consolidation  of  various  smaller 
companies  into  one  large  company  which  will 
be  the  leader  in  thought  and  custom  in  the 
trade. 

Powers  of  Combinations. 

Such  combinations  even  are  limited  in  their 
scope  by  fixed  economic  laws  and  can  not  act 
except  within  certain  latitude.  For  instance,  if 
the  proposed  consolidation  of  coal  mines 
should  take  a  notion  to  limit  production  be¬ 
low  the  point  of  required  consumption,  the 
price  of  coal  would  be  increased  and  the  prices 
obtained  would  invite  independent  competi¬ 
tion.  Such  a  policy  could  not  possibly  work 
unless  the  operators  had  an  absolute  monop¬ 
oly  of  all  the  bituminous  coal  lands — a  thing 
which,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain. 

It  is  apparently  and  evidently  impossible  for 
any  consolidation  of  bituminous  coal  mines, 
which  falls  short  of  a  monopoly,  to  effect  any 
radical  increase  in  the  price  of  fuel  to  the 
consumer.  If  any  one  consolidation  endeav¬ 
ored  to  restrict  its  own  production,  it  would 
simply  withdraw  its  tonnage  from  the  market 


for  the  benefit  of  the  independent  operators. 
These  natural  economic  limitations  of  the 
larger  company  assure  that  even  such  a  con¬ 
cern,  as  that  which  is  proposed  for  Illinois 
and  Indiana,  can  do  nothing  more  than  ration¬ 
alize  production — keep  the  coal  in  the  ground 
until  it  is  actually  ordered  and  thus  equalize 
the  prices  to  all  consumers,  hence  bringing 
reasonable  profits  to  the  coal  operator  without 
discriminating  against  any  one  consumer  in 
favor  of  any  other.  Any  consolidation  of  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Indiana  mines  which  is  likely  to  be 
effected  will  have  this  for  its  sole  and  only 
purpose. 

About  the  only  method  of  procedure,  per¬ 
mitted  to  it  under  the  circumstances,  would 
be  the  more  careful  scrutiny  of  shipments  away 
from  the  mines  to  see  that  the  output  does  not, 
at  any  time,  exceed  jthe  exact  and  immediate 
needs  of  the  market.  Such  a  plan  does  not 
even  contemplate  the  retirement  of  the  mid¬ 
dleman  and  would  do  absolutely  no  damage  to 
their  business  where  such  business  is  con¬ 
ducted  legitimately.  If  this  same  policy  were 
pursued  not  only  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  but 
throughout  the  country,  the  profits  to  the  coal 
trade  would  be  more  nearly  commensurate  to 
the  required  investment  and  the  risk  taken, 
and  the  only  persons  required  to  pay  more 
money  would  be  those  tvho  are  amply  able  to 
do  so,  namely  the  big  steam  plants  and  the 
transportation  companies. 

Financial  Methods 

Another  thing  about  this  proposeds  con¬ 
solidation  is  that  it  contemplates  only  an  ex¬ 
change  of  securities.  It  does  not  anticipate 
there  shall  be  any  payment  in  actual  cash  since 
that  is  manifestly  out  of  the  question  right 
now.  Under  the  circumstances  some  mine 
owners  might  be  inclined  to  object  to  the  con¬ 
solidation.  The  only  possible  objection  could 
arise  from  dissatisfaction  with  the  methods 
of  those  who  are  going  to  have  charge  of  the 
larger  property.  On  this  score  it  is  reason¬ 
able  to  suppose  that  no  interest  would  under¬ 
take  such  a  consolidation  unless  the  men  en¬ 
gaged  in  promoting  the  deal  were  responsible 
parties. 

The  value  of  the  consolidation  would  be: 
First,  in  its  ability  to  supervise  output;  sec¬ 
ond,  in  its  ability  to  curtail  operating  ex¬ 
penses  by  the  use  of  the  best  devices;  third, 
in  its  ability  to  obtain  better  prices  on  material 
by  buying  in  large  quantities;  fourth,  in  its 
ability  to  handle  sales  more  economically;  and, 
fifth,  in  the  increased  responsibility  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  and  consequently  the  facilitating  of 
any  new  financing  which  might  be  necessary. 

In  another  way  the  proposed  consolidation 
appears  to  obtain  credit  with  the  coal  men. 
Any  basis  of  capitalization  is  likely  to  be  such 
as  will  yield  a  profit  now.  Any  coal  corpora¬ 
tion  of  any  character  which  can  produce  a 
profit  today  will  be  doubly  profitable  tomor¬ 
row  when  conditions  will  be  reversed  and 
when  the  demand  for  coal  will  be  very  much 
larger.  The  consolidations  of  coal  properties 
have  heretofore  been  done  mainly  at  times  of 
extreme  prosperity  and  the  capitalization  has 
been  based  upon  the  possible  earnings  at  that 
time.  The  present  consolidation  is  likely  to 
take  into  consideration  the  prevailing  dullness 
in  the  coal  market  and  consequently  shape  its 
capital  issues  so  that  profits  may  be  obtained 
now  and  consequently  larger  profits  as  general 
business  increases. 


The  McNary  Coal  Company  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  headquarters  at  Louisville, 
Ky.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000  divided  into  shares  of  $100  each.  The 
incorporators  are  A.  D.  James  of  Penrod, 
W.  U.  Girdler  of  Bowling  Green  and  R.  H. 
Fox  and  H.  S.  McNutt  of  Bell  county. 
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Operators  and  Miners  Move  Cautiously 

The  Peoria  Conference  is  Marked  by  Hesitation,  the  General  Situation  Having  a  Marked  Influence 

Upon  All  Deliberations — Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Hold  Back. 


Peoria,  III.,  February  21. —  ( Special  Tele¬ 
gram.) — Although  t  he  Illinois  operators  and 
miners  assembled  here  yesterday  for  a  confer¬ 
ence  over  state  conditions  no  session  had  been 
held  up  to  noon  today.  It  was  planned  at  that 
time  to  hold  a  meeting  this  afternoon,  but  this 
was  uncertain  up  to  the  noon  hour.  Since  to- 


Herman  Justi,  Commissioner. 


morrow  is  a  holiday  there  is  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  miners  to  hold  no  meeting  then.  It 
is  uncertain  as  yet  whether  one  will  be  held. 
Both  sides  are  moving  with  the  extreme  'of 
caution. 

Primarily  the  meeting  is  essentially  a  state 
affair,  biit  it  seems  almost  impossible  to  avoid 
a  consideration  of  general  questions  and  to 
dissociate  this  local  gathering  from  the  general 
meeting  at  Indianapolis  next  Thursday.  Both 
miners  and  operators  are  laboring  under  what 
appears  an  inevitable  conclusion  that  the  result 
of  this  meeting  will  have  a  distinct  bearing  upon 
the  Indianapolis  deliberations.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  two  things  are  significant.  The  Ohio  miners 
and  operators  held  a  meeting  within  the  week. 
The  miners  claimed  that  they  could  do  nothing 
until  after  the  Indianapolis  meeting  lest  one 
state  local  might  act  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to 
the  general  cause.  The  operators  were  not 
overly  persuasive  for  immediate  action  now,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  wait  until  they  saw  what  Illinois 
operators  got  from  the  miners  at  this  meeting. 
So  the  Ohio  meeting  adjourned  without  issue. 

A  meeting  of  Western  Pennsylvania  operators 
and  miners  was  held  with  almost  identical  re¬ 
sults.  The  Eastern  states  have  evidently  de¬ 
cided  to  place  the  brunt  of  the  battle  upon  the 
Western  contingent.  How  willing  the  Western 
men  arc  to  assume  this  responsibility  cannot  be 
determined  until  after  the  operators  and  men 
enter  a  joint  conference. 

It  might  seem  from  the  delays  here  as  if  the 
miners  and  operators  are  a  little  timid,  in  view 
of  the  possible  significance  of  results  here.  Ap¬ 
parently  neither  feels  like  assuming  a  stand  that 
will  bear  directly  upon  the  whole  question.  In 
consequence  it  would  not  be  surprising  to  find 
this  meeting  adjourned  without  definite  action 
to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  the  Indianapolis 
conference  as  a  raw  subject  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  larger  meeting. 


The  importance  of  the  present  conference  is 
fully  attested  by  the  attendance.  There  are  no 
less  than  :J()0  operators  here  from  all  parts  of 
the  state,  Chicago  alone  sending  at  least  fifty 
representatives.  The  meetings  are  to  be  held  at 
the  National  hotel,  the  headquarters  of  the  coal 
men.  The  miners,  seeing  the  importance  of  the 


G.  W.  Traer,  President. 


R.  R.  Hammond,  Vice-President. 


meeting,  are  likewise  well  represented.  Not  in 
the  history  of  Illinois  labor  discussions  has  there 
been  a  bigger  meeting.  This  in  itself  is  highly 
significant. 


So  far  the  miners  have  not  taken  the  initia¬ 
tive  in  calling  a  meeting  and  the  operators  are 
also  waiting,  apparently.  The  two  sides  seem 
to  feel  that  any  advances  would  disclose  anxiety 
and  this  both  wish  to  avoid.  It  is  evident  there 
are  some  twenty  to  twenty-five  matters  to  be 
taken  up  for  joint  consideration.  Even  without 


C.  L.  Scroggs,  Secretary. 


any  talking  to  cross  purposes  the  settlement  of 
so  many  matters  would  require  fully  four  days. 
It  would  be  only  in  accordance  with  usual  cus¬ 
tom  if  this  conference  were  prolonged  for  a 
week.  Unless  the  miners  and  operators  agree 
to  work  tomorrow"  and  Sunday  it ,  seems  hardly 
likely  they  will  finish  in  time  for  the  Indianapolis 
meeting.  This  would  make  logical  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  this  conference  will  not  take  any  definite 
action  but  will  put  the  whole  problem  up  to 
the  Indianapolis  conference. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  main  contentions  of  the 
Illinois  Operators  that  matters  within  the  state 
should  be  settled  before  entering  any  interstate 
conference.  For  instance,  it  has  been  argued 
that  when  the  Danville  scale  is  agreed  to  it 
should  carry  with  it  an  implied  understanding 
as  to  the  scale  for  all  other  districts,  the  adjust¬ 
ment  of  local  differentials  to  the  basing  rate 
being  a  mere  formality.  Illinois  has  used  as  its 
main  argument  the  fact  that  Ohio  and  Western 
Pennsylvania  scales  have  been  fixed  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  Now  these  two  states  have,  by  inference, 
repudiated  their  old  formula  of  procedure  and 
have  placed  the  responsibility  upon  Illinois.  This 
gives  the  operators  and  miners  a  harder  nut  to 
crack,  especially  since  it  deprives  the  Illinois 
operator  of  his  principal  argument  in  favor  of 
a  definite  action  on  state  matters  before  any 
interstate  meeting. 

The  situation  resolves  itself  into  this:  The 
states  have  not  as  yet  done  anything  definite. 
This  puts  the  whole  raw  problem  up  to  the 
Indianapolis  meeting.  This,  in  turn,  signifies  a 
.prolonged  conference,  with  the  ultimate  result 
pre-eminently  in  doubt.  From  this  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  definite  action  by  the  interstate  meet¬ 
ing  cannot  be  taken  in  a  hurry  and  hence  the 
suspension  of  mines  during  a  part  of  April 
seems  unavoidable. 
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General  Review. 


The  Slight  Improvement  in  Conditions 
Is  Due  to  the  Presence  of  Ar¬ 
tificial  Factors, 


The  only  beneficial  influences  on  the  coal 
market  now  are  artificial.  The  trade  lacks  a 
definite  and  healthful  impetus.  The  big  snow 
storm  with  its  consequent  tife-up  of  trans¬ 
portation  lines,  will  tend  to  curtail  shipments 
from  the  mines  and  also  to  strengthen  prices 
at  wholesale.  The  difficulties  attendant  upon 
retail  delivery  may  give  a  better  tone  to  the 
market  there.  The  prospects  of  a  suspension 
of  the  mines,  during  a  part  of  April,  may  help 
to  improve  the  March  demand  through  buying 
for  storage.  But  this  does  not  increase  the 
consumption  of  coal,  a  thing  that  is  striven 
for  so  diligently  by  the  coal  operators.  This 
can  only  come  through  the  resumption  of  ac¬ 
tivity  among  the  industrial  concerns. 

Within  the  week  there  has  been  some  im¬ 
provement  in  the  demand  for  coke.  Since  this 
comes  mainly  from  furnaces  and  foundaries 
the  assumption  is  natural  and  permissible  that 
the  buying  is  on  account  of  the  resumption  of 
the  steel  making  companies.  This  evidence  is 
offset  by  such  specific  news  as  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  closing  down  of  the  Toledo  Fur¬ 
nace  Company,  the  suspension  of  all  factories 
of  the  American  Car  &  Foundry  Company  and 
the  announced  closing  of  one  of  the  largest 
plants  operated  by  the  American  Locomotive 
Company.  These  concerns  have  all  supplied 
railroads  with  material  and  their  suspension 
indicates  very  clearly  that  the  railroads  are 
not  buying  equipment.  Since  the  railroads  last 
year  took  sixty  per  cent  of  the  steel  produced 
in  the  United  States,  an  absence  of  buying  by 
these  concerns  practically  means  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  steel  production.  Hope  can  not  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  an  increase  in  coal  consumption 
until  after  the  railroads  begin  to  take  ma¬ 
terial  from  the  steel  companies. 

It  is  now  reported  from  New  York  that  the 
anthracite  output  is  being  curtailed  and  that 
the  February  output  will  be  the  lowest  in 
years.  West  Virginia  fields  have  reduced  pro¬ 
duction  to  about  fifty  per  cent  of  normal.  In 
fact  nearly  all  the  bituminous  coal  producing 
sections  are  only  operating  to  about  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  normal  capacity.  Even  then  it  is 
comparatively  easy  to  overstock  the  market. 
The  operators  hailed  with  considerable  satis¬ 
faction  the  appearance  of  a  storm  on  Tuesday, 
which  prevented  the  movement  of  coal  from 
the  eastern  mines  to  western  markets.  Just 
before  the  blizzard  the  Ohio  river  was  at  a 
dangerous  flood  stage.  This  was  checked  by 
the  lower  temperature,  but  now  more  snow 
has  been  piled  up  in  the  mountains  and  it 
only  requires  a  few  days  of  rising  temperature 
to  increase  the  flood. 

The  railroads  are  getting  hungry  for  the 
coal  business  and  they  are  beginning  to  make 
concessions  in  rates.  The  Hocking  Valley 
railway  asks  permission  to  waive  car  service 
rules  to  enable  operators  to  load  coal  at  the 
mines.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  cut  the  rate 
between  West  Virginia  and  Lake  Erie  points. 
The  railroads  have  even  gone  to  the  extent  of 
urging  operators  to  forward  coal  to  Lake  Erie 
points  in  anticipation  of  the  opening  of  navi¬ 
gation,  this  movement  to  begin  with  the  first 
of  March. 

The  point  has  been  reached  where  it  is  the 
most  conservative  policy  for  the  coal  opera 
tor  to  keep  his  fuel  in  the  ground,  refusing 
to  be  influenced  by  the  many  purstiasions  of 
outside  parties. 


Chicago  Market. 


Demand  Picks  Up  Because  of  Depleted 
Stocks  and  Light  Buying 
for  Storage. 


The  possibility  of  a  suspension  of  mines  during 
April  is  beginning  to  have  a  little  effect  upon 
the  Chicago  coal  trade.  As  yet  the  influence 
is  not  marked  and  it  is  not  likely  to  be  very  de¬ 
cided  for  another  two  weeks.  So  far  the  prepa¬ 
rations  for  a  shut  down  of  the  mines  are  finding 
expression  only  in  a  few  consumers  taking  a 
little  more  coal  than  they  actually  need,  thus 
accumulating  stocks  gradually.  Some  of  the  coal 
operators  are  so  convinced  there  is  going  to 
be  a  shut  down  of  the  mines,  during  at  least  a 
part  of  April,  they  are  taking  contracts  for 
future  delivery  with  caution.  Already  those  who 
are  keeping  in  closest  touch  with  market  con¬ 
ditions  are  disposed  to  charge  an  advance  of  ten 
cents  for  March  delivery.  The  fact  that  buying 
at  the  advance  is  not  very  heavy  shows  that 
consumers  are  not  much  worried  over  their  coal 
supply  for  the  month  of  April. 

General  conditions  are  just  a  little  better,  but 
the  improvement  does  not  find  its  rise  in  any 
exact  buying  because  of  an  improvement  in  the 
general  industrial  conditions.  A  little  of  the 
buying  is  accounted  for  bv  the  fact  that  abundant 
stocks  have  been  worked  off.  On  the  whole  the 
improvement  hardly  exceeds  what  is  accounted 
for  by  these  two  particular  causes. 

In  the  next  week  or  ten  days  there  is  likely 
to  be  even  a  better  tone  to  the  market,  both 
retail  and  wholesale,  on  account  of  the  storm. 
Unquestionably  the  severe  blizzard  of  Tuesday 
night  tied  up  railroad  onerations  for  the  better 
part  of  the  week.  This,  of  course,  shut  off 
shipments  from  the  mines,  especially  those  which 
are  furthest  removed  from  the  market.  In  the 
meantime  the  consumers  were  reduced  to  de¬ 
pendence  upon  stocks  on  hand.  The  retailers, 
especially  in  the  large  cities,  were  not  able  to 
make  deliveries  on  account  of  the  condition  of 
the  streets.  Shipments  from  the  mines  being 
blocked  and  movement  from  the  yards  to  con¬ 
sumers  being  blocked  by  the  blizzard,  both  the 
retailers  and  the  consumers  will  be  concurrently 
in  the  market  before  ten  days  have  elapsed  and 
this  ought  to  stimulate  the  demand  for  the  time 
being  with  a  slight  benefit  to  market  values. 

The  anthracite  situation  is  summed  up  by  the 
statement  that  egg  and  stove  sizes  are  super¬ 
abundant,  while  nut  and  the  smaller  sizes  are 
practically  off  the  market.  Eastern  producers 
promised  an  abundance  of  nut  two  weeks  ago, 
but  have  not  been  able  to  fulfill  their  promise. 

Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coals  are  variable,  some  prep¬ 
arations  from  that  district  being  in  good  de¬ 
mand  with  inquiries  for  advanced  delivery,  while 
other  preparations  are  moving  slowly,  the  buy¬ 
ers  dictating  the  prices.  The  market  in  reality 
is  unchanged  except  as  to  tone.  We  quote  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.50(5)2.75 ;  nut,  $2.50@ 
2.65;  lRj-inch  steam  lump,  $2.35@2.65 ;  domestic 
nut,  $2.50@2.65. 

Third  vein  mines  have  been  running  steadily 
within  the  week  and  the  production  has  found 
a  sale  at  current  prices.  The  market  is  neither 
soft  nor  strong,  being  just  about  steady.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine-run,.  $2.00;  chunks, 
$2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15; 
screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  in  keeping  with  the  other 
grades  is  abundant  on  the  Chicago  market,  but 
shipments  will  be  curtailed  on  account  of  the 
storm.  Some  coal,  up  to  demurrage,  has  been 
sold  at  very  low  prices.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  mine-run  $1.70;  2-inch  egg  or  lump, 
$1.90@2.00 ;  No.  1  nut,  $1.85 ;  screenings, 
$1.30@1.35. 

Springfield  coal  is  practically  unchanged  for 
the  week.  Screenings  are  showing  a  fairly 
strong  tone,  but  the  other  grades  are  just  about 
holding  their  own.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
mine-run,  $1.70(5)1.75;  screenings,  $1.35;  nut, 
$1.00;  egg  or  lump,  $2.25;  lRj-inch  lump,  $1.90. 

Lincoln  coal,  being  a  domestic  product,  showed 


within  the  week  some  of  the  influences  of  the 
weather,  being  easy  while  the  warm  spell  was  on. 
but  strengthening  a  little  after  the  blizzard. 
We  quote  f.  O.  b.  Chicago:  chunks,  $2.25;  egg, 
$2.50;  mine-run,  $1.75;  screenings,  $1.35;  nut, 
$2.00;  lJ4-inch  lump,  $2.00. 

Carterville  coal  is  soft  on  the  Chicago  market, 
although  conditions  in  the  country  are  improv 
ing  slightly  and  values  there  are  ten  to  fifteen 
cents  above  those  obtained  in  Chicago.  Inside 
the  city  a  good  deal  of  this  coal  has  been  going 
begging  and  a  great  deal  of  it  has  been  sold  as 
low  as  $2.00  delivered.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines:  mine-run,  90c;  lRf-inch  screenings,  40@ 
45  cents;  lump  or  egg;.  $1.15@1.25. 

Clinton  coal  continues  to  hold  steady  for  the 
week,  all  of  the  mines  being  in  operation  and  the 
product  finding  a  ready  market.  Prices  are. 
steady  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  as  follows :  screenings, 
$1.40;  mine-run,  $1.70(3)1.80;  4-inch  domestic 
lump,  $2.30@2.40 ;  steam  lump,  $1.85@2.00. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coals  have  been 
weak  and  the  price  on  steam  lump  has  run  off 

from  five  to  ten  cents.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 

cago  ;  chunks  or  egg,  $2.30(3)2.55 ;  steam  lump, 
$2.20@2.40. 

Brazil  block  has  been  a  weather  coal  through¬ 
out  and  is  holding  just  about  steady.  The  price 
remains  unchanged  f.  o,  b.  Chicago  at  $2.90, 
whfle  the  country  price  is  firm  at  $3.05. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

So  far  in  February  Hocking  coal  has  been 

holding  its  own  in  the  matter  of  sales.  The  tie- 
up  of  transportation  lines  will  stop  shipments 
into  this  territory  for  the  time  and  this  will 

influence  prices,  since  very  little  unsold  coal  is 
on  the  market.  The  buying  has  been  normal 
within  the  week.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago : 
standard  Hocking,  $3.15;  Jackson  Hill,  $4.40; 
Pittsburgh  No.  8,  fa-inch  lump,  $2. 80(5)2. 90. 

Kanawha  coal  is  comparatively  scarce.  Ship¬ 
ments  were  delayed  first  on  account  of  the  floods 
in  the  Ohio  river  and  were  stopped  by  the  tie-up 
of  the  transportation  lines.  Coal  in  storage  in 
Chicago  is  about  the  only  source  of  supply.  The 
prices  remain  consequently  about  steady  with  last 
week,  although  a  little  stronger.  We  quote  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago :  standard  splint,  $3. 25(5)3. 50. 

Youghiogheny  coal  deliveries  into  Chicago  are 
slow  and  the  market  is  firm.  Since  omy  enough 
of  this  coal  was  shipped  in  here  to  supply  con¬ 
tracts  the  tie-up  in  transportation  does  not  affect 
values,  which  remain  as  follows  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  fa-inch  gas,  $3.15(5)3.25;  fa-inch  steam, 
$3.05@3.15;  Ipj-inch  lump,  $3.15@3.25. 

Smokeless  mine-run  coal  has  been  abundant. 
Very  few  of  the  producing  companies  handling 
the  high-grade  product  have  had  more  coal  than 
they  could  dispose  of,  but  some  of  the  shippers 
of  the  lower  grade  coal  have  had  some  coal  to 
sell  at  a  bargain.  On  account  of  the  scant  pro¬ 
duction  of  lump  and  egg  the  stocks  have  been 
pretty,  well  cleaned  up,  but  mine-run  is  abun¬ 
dant.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  mine-run,  $3.10@3.50;  egg  or 
lump,  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  stronger  on  account  of  de¬ 
layed  shipments.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
34-inch  gas,  $3.15@3.25;  34-inch  steam,  $3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Coke  has  been  stronger  within  the  week  be¬ 
cause  of  heavier  buying  by  the  blast  furnaces 
and  foundries.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  Con- 
nellsville,  $5.25;  Wise  county,  $5.00;  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  $5.00;  48-hour,  $4.25;  by-product,  $5.00; 
gas  house,  $4.75. 


The  Robins  New  Conveyor  Company,  which 
has  been  recently  incorporated,  will  be  oper¬ 
ated  under  the  management  of  Thomas  Rob¬ 
ins,  who  founded  the  Robins  Conveying  Belt 
Company,  in  1896,  and  was  president  of  that 
concern  until  March,  1907,  when  its  manage¬ 
ment  passed  into  other  hands.  The  position 
of  chief  engineer  in  the  new  company  is  filled 
by  C.  Kemble  Baldwin,  who  has  served  in 
the  Robins  Conveying  Belt  Company  in  the 
same  capacity  for  the  last  seven  years.  Tire 
offices  of  the  company  are  at  No.  38  Wall 
street,  New  York  City,  and  No.  1240  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago. 
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Pittsburgh  Market. 

Heavy  Shipments  by  the  River  Route 
Improve  the  General 
Situation. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  February  20. 

1  he  coal  situation  showed  considerable  im¬ 
provement  in  the  local  district  this  week,  and  is 
taken  as  an  indication  of  continued  activity. 
More  inquiries  for  contracts  have  been  received, 
and  it  is  not  thought  that  there  will  be  much 
delay  in  signing  some  of  the  large  contracts  for 
the  year's  requirements  now  that  the  prices  seem 
to  have  been  established  for  some  months  at 
least.  The  demand  increased  largely  over  the 
figures  of  the  week  before,  and  fully  twenty-five 
per  cent  more  was  shipped  than  during  the  week 
previous.  Many  local  consuming  plants  have 
been  gradually  resuming,  and  these  have  placed 
double  orders  as  compared  with  the  orders  placed 
during  January.  It  is  further  authoritively 
stated  that  there  will  be  further  resumptions  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  month,  so  that  the  outlook  is 
beginning  to  appear  rather  bright. 

The  fact  that  lake  shipments  will  be  started 
sooner  this  year  than  has  formerly  been  the  case 
is  taken  as  another  good  indication  that  there 
will  again  be  a  strong  demand  from  the  north 
and  northwest.  Preparations  are  now  being  made 
for  the  resumption  of  navigation  on  the  Great 
Lakes. 

The  flood  of  last  week  stopped  navigation  on 
the  local  rivers  for  several  days,  but  as  the  water 
fell  below  the  danger  line,  some  of  the  largest 
tows  that  have  been  sent  out'  of  Pittsburgh  for 
a  year  or  more  were  started  on  the  long  trip 
south.  The  local  river  shippers  have  dispatched 
approximately  15,000,000  bushels  this  week,  and 
other  heavy  shipments  will  continue  to  be  made  as 
long  as  the  stage  of  the  Ohio  will  permit. 

Prices  remain  unchanged  again  this  week,  mine- 
run  being  quoted  at  $1.15  to  $1.20;  5^-inch  lump, 
$1.25  to  $1.30;  lBl-inch  lump,  $1.35  to  $1.40; 
3-inch  lump,  $1.60  to  $1.65;  1^-inch  nut,  $1.15  to 
$1.20,  and  slack  at  70  to  80  cents,  all  f.  o.  b. 
mines. 

The  coke  situation  has  remained  unchanged, 
with  prices  very  irregular,  while  the  conditions 
are  considered  far  from  satisfactory.  Great  im¬ 
provement  is  anticipated  in  the  very  near  future, 
however. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

H.  P.  Robinson,  a  well  known  coal  ooerator 
and  producer  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  was  a  busi¬ 
ness  visitor  in  Pittsburgh  for  several  days  last 
week. 

Reading  capitalists  have  purchased  about  1,000 
acres  of  coal  lands  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Phillipsburg,  Clearfield  county,  Pa.,  and  prepara¬ 
tions  are  being  made  for  the  opening  of  the  tract. 

J.  Frank  Tilley,  secretary  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Exchange,  and  who  has  been  ill  for  several 
weeks  past,  has  suffered  a  relapse,  and  is  again 
confined  to  his  bed.  His  condition  is  reported 
serious. 

J.  B.  Whitehead,  the  well  known  Dubois,  Pa., 
mine  owner  and  coal  operator,  spent  several  days 
on  business  in  Pittsburgh  last  week.  While  here 
he  closed  several  contracts  for  shipment  this 
summer. 

The  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
been  awarded  a  contract  for  coal  which  amounts 
to  about  $500,000,  and  which  will  be  shipped  to 
the  middle  west.  The  coal  will  be  shipped  from 
the  Star  Junction  mine. 

The  Southern  Coal  Company  announces  that 
the  Casselman  mine  at  Casselman,  Pa.,  has  been 
closed  indefinitely.  It  is  reported  in  that  vicinity 
that  there  is  little  prospect  of  the  mine  being 
opened  again  this  year. 

J.  P.  Owens,  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  and  Francis 
Rocks,  of  Masontown,  Pa.,  have  about  completed 
the  construction  of  the  new  coking  plant  near 
Calumet,  Pa.,  and  will  place  it- in  operation  within 
a  few  weeks.  The  plant  is  modern  in  every  de¬ 
tail,  and  consists  of  thirty  ovens. 

Prior  to  the  high  water  this  week,  the  local 
river  coal  shippers  had  sent  crews  to  the  tow¬ 


boats  that  were  forced  to  tie  up  on  the  lower 
river,  and  a  successful  attempt  was  made  to  get 
these  craft  into  the  local  harbor  and  pools  before 
the  ice  moved  out  of  the  rivers. 

I  he  Atlantic  Coal  Company,  Meyersdale,  Pa., 
has  been  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Pennslyvania  by  A.  J.  Field,  Grant  Emmons, 
Frank  B.  Black  and  J.  M.  Black.  Properties 
owned  by  the  company  in  Somerset  county,  Pa., 
will  be  opened  up  during  the  early  spring. 

lhe  machine  shops  of  the  Vesta  Coal  Company, 
located  near  Coal  Centre,  Pa.,  were  completely 
destroyed  by  fire  last  week,  entailing  a  loss 
amounting  to  about  $5,000.  The  shops  will  be 
rebuilt  at  once.  The  Vesta  Coal  Company  is  a 
subsidiary  concern  of  the  Jones  &  Laughlin  Steel 
Company. 

C.  M.  Ankeny  has  opened  a  coal  mine  at  Alien- 
vale,  and  will  supply  the  district  between  Somer¬ 
set  and  Ligonier.  The  mine  is  located  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Westmoreland  & 
Somerset  railroad,  and  a  large  yard  is  to  be 
opened  at  Somerset,  where  the  general  offices  will 
be  located. 

A.  J.  Schaff,  chief  engineer  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  has  returned  to  his  office  in  this  city  after 
spending  several  weeks  at  Rosedale,  Miss.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  repairing  the  towboat  J.  B. 
Finley,  which  had  suffered  considerable  damage 
as  the  result  of  an  accident  while  taking  a  large 
tow  of  coal  to  New  Orleans. 

The  Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  started  the  erection  of  another  large  fan 
house  at  South  Donora  to  provide  additional  ven¬ 
tilation  to  the  Schoenberger  mine.  An  additional 
entry  is  also  being  driven  at  that  point  which 
will  open  up  a  new  field  of  coal  now  being  opened 
and  which  adjoins  the  present  property  of  the 
company.  This  entry  will  connect  with  headings 
that  are  now  in  use. 

The  Federal  Coal  Company,  Fairmont,  W.  Va., 
reports  that  the  months  of  December  and  January 
were  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  company, 
the  tonnage  during  these  two  months  having  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  tonnage  of  any  previous  two  months 
since  the  mines  have  been  in  operation.  All  of 
the  ovens  have  been  and  are  in  steady  operation, 
and  the  company  has  enough  advance  orders  on 
hand  to  keep  the  entire  workings  on  full  turn 
for  the  entire  summer  at  least. 

It  was  announced  last  week  that  coal  shipments 
from  Pittsburgh  to  the  Great  Lakes  will  be 
started  early  in  March  this  year,  which  will  be 
about  a  month  earlier  than  has  usually  been  the 
case.  This  move  has  been  decided  upon  by  the 
operators  and  railroads  as  a  possible  means  of 
preventing  congestion  at  the  lake  ports  and  to 
eliminate  the  usual  car  shortages  as  the  season 
advances.  The  decision  will  give  employment  to 
a  large  number  of  men  who  have  been  idle  for 
some  months,  and  will  be  the  means  of  putting 
a  large  number  of  mines  on  full  working  turn. 

George  W.  Theiss,  president  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
is  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  he  is  conducting 
a  series  of  experiments  with  a  new  steamship 
fueling  device  which  is  owned  by  his  company. 
The  company  has  been  working  on  the  invention 
for  several  years,  three  of  them  being  in  active 
operation  in  the  harbor  of  that  city.  It  has  been 
demonstrated  that,  by  its  means,  it  is  possible  to 
coal  a  large  vessel  in  a  couple  of  hours.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  Monongahela  River  Company  to 
build  a  large  coaling  station  at  New  Orleans  for 
ocean-going  steamships,  and  the  coal  will  be 
shipped  from  Pittsburgh  in  barges  by  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  stockholders  of  the  E.  A.  Humphries  Coal 
&  Coke  Company  elected  the  following  directors 
for  the  coming  year  at  the  annual  meeting :  E. 
A.  Humphries,  R.  J.  Humphries,  C.  R.  Ferner,  L. 
T.  Gilbert,  C.  W.  McKee,  W.  F.  Stauffer,  A.  J. 
Geyer,  W.  A.  Crawford  and  J.  M.  Zimmers  After 
the  organization  of  the  board,  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  were  then  elected :  E  A.  Humphries,  presi¬ 
dent  ;  R.  J.  Humphries,  vice-president,  and  J.  M. 
Zimmers,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  offices 
of  the  company  are  at  Latrobe,  Pa.,  and  the  con¬ 
cern,  which  was  but  recently  formed  and  incor¬ 
porated,  is  building  a  coking  plant  a  few  miles 
west  of  that  city,  near  Bradenville.  It  will  con¬ 
sist  of  forty  ovens. 


The  State  Mining  Commission,  appointed  by 
Governor  Stuart'  to  revise  the  bituminous  mining 
laws  of  Pennsylvania,  resumed  its  sessions  last 
week  at  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel,  Pittsburgh.  It  is 
expected  that  the  commission  will  give  especial 
consideration  to  laws  to  aid  in  the  prevention  of 
the  numerous  disasters  that  have  recently  oc¬ 
curred  in  mines  in  this  vicinity,  and  these  rec¬ 
ommendations  will  then  be  submitted  to  the  next 
session  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature. 
The  commission  consists  of  State  Mine  Inspector 
James  Roderick,  G.  W.  Schluederberg,  general 
manager  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company;  R.  W. 
Shillingford,  general  manager  of  the  Clearfield 
Coal  Company;  Francis  Feehan,  president  of  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  5,  United  Mine'  Workers  of  America, 
and  William  Currie,  president  of  Sub-district  No. 
2,  of  the  same  organization.  All  sessions  are 
closed. 

The  Pittsburgh-Buffalo  Company  has  started 
shipments  from  the  immense  new  plant  that  has 
been  under  construction  at  Zollarsville,  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  Pa.  Shipments  have  been  held  up  for 
several  months  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  railroad 
company  in  finishing  the  line  to  the  new  fields 
and  the  coal  taken  out  during  the  past'  month  has 
been  stored.  From  200  to  300  tons  are  being 
shipped  daily  from  the  first  mine.  The  second 
mine  will  probably  be  ready  to  ship  coal  by  tUe 
middle  of  next  May,  after  which  the  others  will 
be  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  While  four 
mines,  which  will  have  a  daily  capacity  of  10,000 
tons,  will  eventually  be  opened,  there  are  but'  two 
shafts,  each  shaft  serving  two  mines.  The  com¬ 
bined  plant  will  be  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
in  the  bituminous  coal  belt,  it  being  the  intention 
of  the  owners  to  install  every  modern  mechanical 
contrivance  and  appliance  for  the  mining  of  coal. 


Memphis  Market. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  20. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  cold  days  of  winter  are  duly 
emphasized  as  February  is  ebbing  out.  The  coal 
merchants  are  doing  a  large  business  in  Memphis 
and  vicinity.  Stocks  have  been  rather  low  here 
and  the  February  demand  has  necessitated  fre¬ 
quent  replenishing.  Prices  locally  have  held  firm. 
This  is  a  much  better  situation  for  the  coal  deal¬ 
ers  than  could  be  forecasted  with  the  close  of 
January.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  first  halt 
of  March  will  see  a  good  demand  with  Memphis 
retailers.  The  wholesale  business  has  been  pick¬ 
ing  up,  too.  The  resumption  this  month  of  many 
industries  that  had  suspended  since  last  fall,  has 
given  tone  to  the  steam  coal  trade.  Advices 
from  the  coal  fields  in  the  middle  and  eastern  por¬ 
tions  of  the  state  indicate  that  work  is  being  re¬ 
newed  in  many  places  where  n  nas  been  dormant 
for  weeks. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  F.  Graham  and  W.  H.  Jameson  have  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  their  partner,  J.  Lee  Young, 
in  the  business  of  the  Lookout  Coal  Company  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

The  McMichael  Coal  Company  is  a  new  con¬ 
cern  in  retail  circles  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  The  yards 
of  the  company  are  located  at  Peters  and  Hum¬ 
phries  streets.  W.  W.  McMichael  is  manager. 

E.  F.  Young,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Havi-Supi  Coal  Company  at  Bristol,  Tenn.,  has 
sold  his  interest  in  that  company  and  organized 
the  Met'ta  Coal  Company,  which  will  have  offices 
in  the  Miller  building,  Bristol. 

S.  W.  Tate,  who  is  interested  in  coal  and  clay 
products  at  St.  Louis,  Versailles,  Mo.,  and  other 
southwestern  points,  has  been  in  Memphis  the  last 
few  days.  His  company  has  recently  purchased 
several  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands  near  Ver¬ 
sailles.  Mr.  Tate  is  vice-president  of  the  Ouchita 
Coal  &  Clay  Products  Company. 

A  new  coal  and  coke  company  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  in  Scott  county,  Tenn.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $75,000,  and  will  mine  domestic  and  steam  coal. 
The  president  and  general  manager  of  the  new 
coal  and  coke  company  is  Capt.  Joe  M.  Baker, 
of  Rockwood,  Tenn.,  president  of  the  Rockwood 
Bank  &  Trust  Company.  Sam  P.  Sparks,  of 
Harriman,  Tenn., is  secretary  and  treasurer. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


Business  Picks  Up  With  the  Cold  Snap, 
but  Buyers  Are  Moving 
Cautiously. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  February  20. 

The  Cincinnati  coal  market  is  just  now  in  a 
rather  sensitive  condition.  It  is  useless  to  recall 
the  dullness  that  has  characterized  it  for  many 
weeks.  Both  buyers  and  sellers  of  coal  have  been 
extremely  careful  of  late,  and  as  a  result  stocks 
have  undoubtedly  become  reduced  in  many  places, 
and  a  sudden  severe  cold  wave,  like  the  one  that 
is  now  passing  over  the  countrv,  will  cause  a 
sharp  demand  for  nearly  every  kind  of  coal. 

The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  much 
more  like  summer  than  winter,  and  the  present 
cold  snap  is  therefore  all  the  more  felt.  It  is 
more  than  likely,  therefore,  that  the  demand  for 
coal  during  the  next  few  days  will  be  immeasur¬ 
ably  greater  than  it  has  been  for  some  time.  Even 
at  present  the  smokeless  market  is  rather  firm  at 
$2  a  ton  at  the  mines  for  lump  and  egg,  and  $1.45 
a  ton  for  run-of-mine.  As  the  amount  of  this 
coal  on  track  is  limited,  it  is  predicted  that  the 
price  on  all  grades  of  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
may  advance,  at  least  temporarily,  for  quick  de¬ 
livery. 

The  market  for  splint  coal  has  been  weak  for 
a  few  days,  and  $1.25  has  been  the  open  quota¬ 
tion  for  splint  lump  of  standard  quality.  A  few 
sales  have  been  below  this  price,  and  on  the  other 
hand  a  few  concerns,  with  excellent  and  well- 
advertised  brands,  have  steadfastly  refused  to 
sell  as  low  as  $1.40  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Nut  and 
slack  is  in  fair  demand  at  60  to  75  cents  a  ton  at 
the  mines.  River  lump  is  rather  freely  offered  at 
iy2  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges  for  the  usual 
grades. 

The  river  coal  elevators  have  been  working 
under  great  difficulties  this  week  on  account  of 
a  flood.  Fortunately  the  weather  turned  cold 
quite  suddenly  and  checked  the  waters,  or  a  flood 
of  last  year’s  proportions  might  have  resulted 
from  the  rains.  As  it  is  the  rising  river  reached 
the  “danger  line”  at  Cincinnati,  and  caused  all 
kinds  of  inconvenience  and  expense  to  the  ship¬ 
pers  and  dealers  in  river  coal.  None  of  the  coal 
fleets  was  carried  away,  but  the  extra  expense  of 
caring  for  the  coal-laden  and  empty  barges  was 
a  good  round  sum.  An  unfortunate  feature  of 
the  flood  is  that  it  drove  hundreds  of  destitute 
families  out  of  their  homes  and  caused  no  end 
of  acute  suffering.  The  charity  associations  were 
overtaxed  before  the  flood,  and  it  is  causing  an 
unprecedented  number  of  appeals  for  coal  and 
food.  The  severe  weather  is  making  the  retail 
coal  business  boom  while  it  lasts ;  but  most  of 
the  orders  are  small  ones,  as  might  be  expected. 
'1  he  greatest  activity  is  among  the  peddlers,  the 
small  dealers  wh(T  buv  a  ton  or  two  at  a  time  and 
re-sell  this  coal  in  lots  of  one  and  two  bushels  to 
the  poor  residents  of  tenement  buildings.  Lump 
coal  thus  delivered  is  worth  20  cents  a  bushel. 
Tn  one  ton  or  larger  lots,  lump  is  worth  $3.75  a 
ton,  while  smokeless  lump  is  $4.25. 


Railroad  and  Coal  Men  Meet. 

An  important  meeting  of  railroad  and  coal  men 
was  held  in  the  headquarters  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad  on  Monday  of  this  week,  having 
for  its  object  the  more  expeditious  handling  of 
lake  coal  shipments  during 'the  coming  season. 
Those  in  the  conference  were :  For  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio,  President  Stevens,  Freight  Traffic 
Manager  Whittaker.  General  Manager  Doyle  and 
General  Superintendent  Grice ;  for  the  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton,  General  Traffic  Manager 
Thomas  and  General  Superintendent  Gordon.  The 
coal  men  present  were  Samuel  Dixon,  Morris 
Brooks,  E.  T.  Conners,  M.  T.  Roach,  J.  R. 
Thomas,  W.  M.  Puckett,  and  one  or  more  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  all  the  local  coal  concerns.  .No 
conclusion  was  reached  at  the  Monday  meeting, 
and  the  conference  was  adjourned  to  meet  next 
Monday  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

A  wedding  in  which  a  great  many  coal  men 
were  interested  took  place  here  a  few  days  ago 


when  Miss  Simrall,  of  Covington,  and  James 
Paul  Stevens,  son  of  George  W.  Stevens,  of  tlfe 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  were  made  man  and 
wife.  Nearly  all  the  principal  Kanawha  and  New 
River  coal  operators,  who  are  personal  friends  of 
President  Stevens,  were  present  at  the  ceremony. 

The  anti-smoke  crusade  in  Cincinnati  received 
a  great  boost  the  other  day  when  the  circuit  court 
reversed  Judge  Bromwell  s  decision  against  the 
constitutionality  of  the  smoke  ordinance  and  de¬ 
clared  that  ordinance  valid.  It  was  a  great  vic¬ 
tory  for  the  Smoke  Abatement  League,  which 
new  expects  to  renew,  with  even  greater  energy 
than  ever,  the  prosecution  of  the  smoke  makers 
of  the  city. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Commissioners  of 
Waterworks  of  the  City  of  Cincinnati,  until  noon 
Tuesday,  March  10,  1908,  for  furnishing  and  de¬ 
livering  coal  for  the  eastern  or  river  and  the  west¬ 
ern  or  main  pumping  stations  of  the  City  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati  in  accordance  with  the  specifications  on 
file  at  the  office  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  Commissioners  of  Waterworks.  In 
explanation  of  the  foregoing,  which  is  now  ap¬ 
pearing  as  an  advertisement  in  the  daily  papers, 
the  coal  referred  to  must  be  Pittsburgh  or  Yough- 
iogheny  nut  and  slack  and  must  be  delivered  into 
the  steel  cars  of  the  waterworks  at  the  foot  of 
the  inclines  at  the  respective  pumping  stations. 
The  contract  of  the  city  with  the  engine  builders 
of  the  new  waterworks  provided  that  the  new 
waterworks  plant  must  be  tested  at  least  a  year 
and  that  Pittsburgh  or  Youghiogheny  nut  and 
slack  must  be  used  as  fuel.  Only  one  company  is 
in  a  position  to  bid  on  the  contract  to  furnish 
the  coal. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 


Operators  Have  Cut  Prices  in  the  Hope 
of  Influencing  a  Little  Increase 
in  Buying. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  February  20. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence .1 — Prices  have  been  lowered  on  sev¬ 
eral  grades  of  coal  by  local  dealers  during  the  last 
few  days.  Operators,  generally,  have  shaded  their 
scale  a  little  in  hopes  of  attracting  business. 
Linton  lump  and  egg  domestic  grades  are  now 
being  sold  by  local  retailers  at  fifty  cents  lower 
on  the  ton  than  a  week  ago.  The  retail  price  for 
these  grades  now  is  $3.25  a  ton.  Pittsburgh  do¬ 
mestic  lump  has  been  reduced  from  $5.50  a  ton 
to  $5  by  many  dealers. 

Local  dealers  say  that  the  decline  in  Linton 
grades  is  due  to  an  accumulation  of  stocks  here 
and  at  the  mines,  as  most  of  the  operators  in  that 
district  have  been  working  their  properties  on  an 
average  of  four  days  a  week.  The  schedule  of 
local  retail  prices  prevailing  here  now  follows: 

Anthracite,  all  sizes,  ton,  $8 ;  Pocahontas  forked 
lump,  $6 ;  Pocahontas  shoveled  lump,  $5.50 ;  Po¬ 
cahontas  mine-run,  $4.50 ;  -Pocahontas  nut  and 
slack,  $3.50;  Blossburg,  $5.50;  Ohio  Jackson, 
$5.50 ;  Kanawha  lump,  $5 ;  Raymond,  $5 ;  Pitts¬ 
burgh  lump,  $5 ;  Winifrede,  $5 ;  Falling  Rock  can- 
nel,  $6.50  ;  Linton  lump,  $3.25  ;  Linton  egg,  $3.25  ; 
Hocking  Valley,  $4.75  ;  Luhrig,  $4.75  ;  Brazil  block, 
$4.50 ;  gashouse  lump  coke,  $6  ;  crushed  gas  coke, 
$6.50.  Bags  50  cents  a  ton  extra,  ground  floor  or 
dumped  in  cellar.  Bags,  75  cents  a  ton  extra  car¬ 
ried  in  cellar.  Charge  for  chute,  25  cents  a  ton. 
Coke,  bags,  60  cents ;  bags,  cellar,  80  cents. 

Operators  say  that  business  is  dull  at  the  mines. 
The  weather  and  dullness  in  most  industrial 
lines  has  resulted  in  a  very  light  demand  for 
steam  grades.  Run-of-mine  is  selling  around  $1* 
a  ton.  Many  operators  are  glad  to  get  that  much 
for  it.  Some  of  the  Linton  operators,  however, 
are  holding  out  for  $1.10  and  $1.15  for  fourth 
vein  coal.  Many  operators  have  been  selling 
domestic  at  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines,  while  others 
are  getting  from  $1.60  to  $1.70  for  the  best 
grades.  The  conditions,  however,  are  very  un¬ 
favorable  and  there  is  much  less  business  in  the 
Indiana  field  than  is  usual  for  this  time  of  year. 

Several  operators  report  a  better  business  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  week  than  for  the  previous  week. 
They  say  that  there  are  signs  of  an  improvement 
in  business  generally  in  the  state,  which  means 
that  there  will  be  a  better  demand  for  coal. 


Louisville  Market. 


Railroads  Reduce  the  Price  of  Coal  and 
Recent  Wage  Advances  Are 
Withdrawn. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  February  20. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Little,  if  any,  improvement  can  be 
noted  in  the  coal  trade  over  conditions  one  week 
or  one  month  ago.  Railroads  report  a  slightly 
increased  volume  of  traffic,  and  there  are  various 
signs  of  industrial  improvement  in  so  far  as  this 
is  shown  by  resumption  of  industries,  which  have 
been  idle,  or  an  increase  in  their  production.  Sev- 
eral  local  distilleries  and  several  foundries  have 
i  esumed  within  the  week,  but  most  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  distilleries  expect  to  start  toward  the  end 
of  March.  1  he  situation  with  other  leading  in¬ 
dustries  is  undoubtedly  improving  from  week  to 
week,  but  at  so  gradual  a  rate  that  little  benefit 
to  the  coal  market  can  be  expected  for  many 
months  to  come. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  event  of  the  past 
week,  as  far  as  coal  interests  are  concerned,  was 
the  cut  made  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  rail¬ 
road  on  the  price  of  fuel  coal,  this  cut  being  an¬ 
nounced  in  a  circular  advising  coal  operators  that 
beginning  March  1  the  regular  price  of  straight 
mine-run  would  be  $1  per  ton  instead  of  $1.10, 
the  standard  fixed  last  September  when  the  min¬ 
ers  of  D,strict  No.  23  received  their  last  five  per 
cent  increase.  Practically  all  mines  which  granted 
this  increase  have  taken  it  away  again.  At  mines 
in  the  eastern  Kentucky  district  cuts  in  the  wage 
scale  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  per  cent  were  put 
into  effect  this  week. 

As  this  letter  is  being  written,  a  blizzard  from 
the  northwest  is  arriving  with  snow  and  high 
wind  and  prospects  are  that  there  will  be  a  fair 
movement  of  lump  coal  during  the  next  week  or 
two.  Nut  and  slack  has  been  weak  during  the 
last  few  days,  Straight  Creek  being  freely  of¬ 
fered  at  85  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  to  avoid  de¬ 
murrage.  There  is  no  indication,  however,  of 
weakening  in  the  contract  price  of  this  grade,  and 
there  is  every  likelihood  that  as  soon  as  the 
weather  is  no  longer  creating  occasional  demands 
for  lump  coal,  screenings  will  be  extremely 
scarce. 


Personal  Mention. 

W.  J.  Nisbet,  general  manager  of.  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Coal  Company,  Providence,  Ky.,  is  spending 
several  weeks  in  Florida. 

W.  R.  Hughes,  of  the  Hughes  Jellico  Coal 
Company,  and  the  Brush  Creek  Coal  Company, 
has  been  in  Florida  for  several  weeks. 

The  Gibson  &  Carr  Coal  Company  has  leased 
a  tract  of  Knoxville  county  land  from  James 
Brown.  The  Ander  Coal  Company  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  to  operate  in  the  same  territory. 

The  Barbourville  Coal  Company  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  with  F.  D.  Sampson,  president,  F.  P. 
Jones,  secretary,  and  J.  S.  Patterson,  treasurer. 
The  company  has  a  capital  of  $25,000  and  owns 
200  acres  of  Dean  and  Vander  Pool  coal.  The 
company  is  a  holding  concern,  and  will  lease  the 
property  to  an  outside  company. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Interstate  Coal  Company, 
a  $3,000,000  Virginia  corporation,  has  taken  over 
the  stock  of  the  Brush  Creek  Coal  Company,  of 
Warren,  Ky. ;  the  Evans  Jellico  plant,  at  Trosper, 
Ky.,  and  the  Matthews  Coal  Company,  at  Warren, 
Ky.  The  Interstate  Company  is  understood  to 
hold  options  on  300,000  acres  of  Bell  county  land. 
The  Matthews  Coal  Company  was  controlled  bv 
John  G.  Matthews,  who  purchased  one  year  ago 
the  lease  of  the  Cumberland  Coal  Company. 

John  Bastin,  president  of  the  Nelson  Creek  Coal 
Company,  which  is  starting  large  operations  six 
miles  east  of  Central  City,  in  Muhlenberg  countv, 
was  in  the  city  during  the  week.  Mr.  Bastin 
reports  that  the  first  car  of  coal  had  just  been 
tipped  before  he  left  the  mines,  and  he  expects 
within  the  next  year  to  work  up  to  an  output  of- 
about  1,000  tons  per  day.  Mr.  Bastin,  who  is  a 
well-known  operator  in  the  Laurel  county  field  in 
eastern  Kentucky,  is  also  president  of  the  Bevier 
Coal  Company,  as  well  as  the  Nelson  Creek  Coal 
Company  in  western  Kentucky,  and  has  been 
highly  successful  in  his  various  ventures. 
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Minneapolis  Market. 


The  Northwest  Is  Not  Visited  by  the 
Blizzard,  Hence  the  Trade 
Is  Soft. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  February  20. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.)—  Certainly  the  northwest  is  be¬ 
ing  favored  with  a  brand  of  weather  which  can¬ 
not  be  excelled  for  general  superior  quality  as 
judged  by  the  average  man — not  interested  in 
coal.  On  Wednesday  morning  of  this  week  the 
local  newspapers  featured  a  blizzard  in  Nebraska. 
Iowa,  Illinois  and  New  York  and  told  about  all 
the  harrowing  details  that  were  to  be  told.  That 
same  morning  the  sun  rose  in  Minneapolis  and 
generally  in  the  northwest  with  a  brilliancy  and 
power  that  is  only  experienced  in  April  and  May. 
\\  hi le  the  rest  of  the  country  was  resting  under 
a  cover  of  white  from  ten  to  fourteen  inches 
deep,  the  northwest  was  as  barren  of  snow  a£  it 
is  in  July  and  the  streets  were  so  dusty,  in  the 
large  cities,  that  people  were  kept  at  home,  to  a 
large  extent,  or  in  their  offices  because  it  was  so 
annoying  outside. 

As  a  consequence  of  these  conditions  the  coal 
market  is  no  better  than  it  was  a  fortnight  ago, 
and  compared  with  a  week  ago  it  is  in  a  worse 
position.  There  is  not  quite  so  much  demurrage 
coal  on  track  as  there  was  the  early  part  of  the 
month,  but  Carterville  washed  nut  is  in  plentiful 
supply  among  all-rail  shippers  and  is  correspond¬ 
ingly  low  in  price.  There  are  also  a  few  cars  of 
Springfield  offered  at  ridiculously  low  prices, 
largely  because  there  is  very  little  market  for  this 
grade  of  coal. 

Dock  interests  continue  to  report  a  dull  business 
and  are  very  much  interested  in  negotiations  now 
going  on  in  the  bituminous  fields.  There  is  no 
question  that  the  docks  will  go  into  April  with 
as  large  a  surplus  of  coal  as  they  ever  had  on 
that  date.  These  interests,  however,  are  looking 
at  the  future  rather  hopefully,  although  from  a 
general  standpoint  they  might  be  termed  pessi¬ 
mistic.  They  do  not  see  how  any  coal  can  be 
brought  up  the  lakes  during  the  early  spring,  as 
they  predict  that  a  lake  strike  is  almost  certain, 
and  if  there  is  no  lake  strike  then  there  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  a  strike  in  the  mines  in  Ohio  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  district.  This  is  their  line  of  reasoning. 
Consumers,  on  the  other  hand,  are  thoroughly 
proof  against  any  argument  in  favor  of  putting  in 
stocks  of  coal  in  anticipation  of  labor  troubles. 
They  point  to  the  fact  that  two  years  ago  they 
stocked  enough  coal  to  last  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  by  the  middle  of  June  the  strike  was  over 
and  they  had  their  trouble  for  practically  nothing. 
If  there  is  a  strike  this  year  it  will  not  alarm  the 
average  northwestern  consumer  of  coal  verv  much. 
Later  on  he  may  get  agitated,  if  the  strike  con¬ 
tinues  for  any  length  of  time,  but  it  will  take 
much  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  energy 
to  stir  him  up  by  the  advent  of  April.  Prices 
for  coal  have  been  too  low  this  winter  and  he 
has  been  able  to  get  more  than  an  ample  supply 
any  time  he  placed  an  order,  so  that  it  will  take 
considerable  to  scare  him. 

Prices  on  southern  Illinois  coal  remain  fairlv 
firm  at  $1.50  to  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  domestic 
sizes.  Run-of-mine  is  auoted  at  $1.00  to  $1.25 
f.  o.  b  the  mine,  according  to  quality  Screen¬ 
ings  are  quoted  at  50  to  75  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

Peoria  district  coal  holds  to  about  $1.50  to 
$1.75  for  the  domestic  sizes.  Demand  for  all-rail 
coal  is  verv  quiet.  Dock  coal  continues  on  the 
same  basis  as  formerly.  Anthracite  is  not  verv 
actively  in  demand. 


News  in  Brief. 

Horace  Clark  of  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  Peoria.  Ill.,  was  in  Minneapolis  this  week  on 
a  business  trip. 

Harry  Rendell,  for  the  past  twentv  years  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Companv,  will 
leave  on  April  1  for  a  three  months’  trip  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  Mr.  Rendell  has  a  host  of  acquaintances  in 
the  coal  trade  who  have  congratulated  him  on  his 
good  fortune. 

The  Minneapolis  Fuel  Dealers’  Association  held 
t^e  most  successful  banquet  in  its  history  last 
Friday  evening  in  the  rooms  of  the  Commercial 


Club.  Covers  were  laid  for  ninety-one,  but  ad¬ 
ditional  guests  were  invited  and  there  were  115 
fuel  men  present.  Frank  Sullivan  acted  the  part 
of  toastmaster  to  perfection  and  was  assisted  by 
a  staff  of  after-dinner  orators  included  among 
whom  were  Harry  Rendell  of  the  Northwestern 
Fuel  Company,  Charles  Goodnow  of  the  New 
Kentucky  Fuel  Company,  T.  J.  Skellett  of  the 
Elliott  &  Skellett  Fuel  Company,  W.  G.  Haskell 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  Mr.  Van  Kirk  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  E.  Q.  Stone  and  a  number  of 
others.  This  was  the  fourth  annual  banquet  of 
the  association,  of  which  E.  Q.  Stone  is  now  the 
president,  and  was  a  great  success  in  every  re¬ 
spect. 

W.  G.  Haskell  of  Cedar  Rapids  has  many 
friends  who  try  him  out  at  every  visit  he  makes 
to  Minneapolis.  Last  week  he  came  up  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  coal  interests  to  consider  the  sum¬ 
mer  freight  rate  proposition.  No  sooner  had  he 
alighted  from  a  cab  at  the  West  Hotel  than  he 
heard  a  fearful  din  in  the  lobby.  He  hastened  in 
as  rapidly  as  possible  to  find  out  what  it  was  all 
about,  only  to  discover  that  all  the  bell  hops 
were  shouting  “Haskell,  Cedar  Rapids,  Haskell, 
etc.,”  at  the  top  of  their  voices.  For  a  few  min¬ 
utes  Haskell  thought  he  had  landed  in  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  wheat  pit.  He  made  inquiries, 
however,  and  discovered  that  all  this  inquiry  was 
for  himself  and  that  he  was  wanted  to  address  a 
meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Civil  En- 
gineeers  at  the  city  hall  on  "Petroleum  Coke.” 
Haskell  hastily  made  a  toilet  and  went  down  to 
the  city  hall  to  deliver  the  address,  but  discovered 
there  was  no  convention  and  that  there  never  had 
existed  an  association  of  civil  engineers  of  this 
character.  He  charges  John  Warnock  of  G.  W. 
Van  Dusen  &  Co.  with  having  put  up  a  joke  on 
him. 


Kansas  City  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  February  20. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  blizzard  is  raging  in  Kansas  City 
today  and  the  weather  bureau  holds  out  pros¬ 
pects  for  continued  cold  weather.  This  prob¬ 
ably  will  result  in  two  things — further  dissatis- 
isfaction  with  the  natural  gas  and  more  business 
for  the  coal  dealer.  In  the  meantime  prices  are 
remaining  steady. 

One  of  the  richest  strikes  of  coal  ever  made  in 
Jasper  county,  Mo.,  was  made  last  week  by  a 
Joplin  company  on  the  Connor-Barbee  land  be¬ 
tween  Joplin  and  Carl  Junction.  The  strike  was 
made  a  short  distance  from  the  surface  and  con¬ 
sists  of  a  rich  twelve-foot  vein,  according  to  the 
claims  of  the  prospectors.  The  company  that  made 
the  strike  is  the  Starlight  Mining  Company.  At 
the  time  of  the  strike  the  company  was  pros¬ 
pecting  for  mineral.  It  is  now  removing  the  coal 
and  placing  it  in  competition  with  that  being 
shipped  into  the  district.  Coal  strikes  are  un¬ 
common  in  the  Joplin  mineral  district. 

From  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  comes  a  report  that 
coal  in  large  quantities  has  been  found  north  and 
south  of  there.  At  a  depth  of  250  feet  a  large 
vein  was  struck  thirty  miles  north  of  Dodge. 
Another  vein  was  encountered  near  the  Ford 
county  line.  The  coal  fields  in  the  north  are  very 
close  to  Jetmore,  the  terminus  of  a  branch  of  the 
Santa  Fe,  and  the  coal  discovered  near  the  Ford 
county  line  is  about  ten  miles  from  the  Rock- 
Island  and  about  eighteen  miles  from  the  San¬ 
ta  Fe. 

Near  Cimarron,  Kas.,  the  Slocum  Brothers,  well 
drillers,  in  putting  down  a  well  for  J.  P.  Buswell, 
at  a  depth  of  200  feet  found  a  vein  of  fine  coal 
that  runs  six  feet  in  thickness.  The  vein  of  coal 
lies  just  below  a  stratum  of  shale,  and  this  is  the 
first  instance  that  well  drillers  have  gone  below 
the  shale. 


General  Notes. 

Alex  Howatt,  district  president  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  will  go  to  Europe  this  summer, 
as  a  delegate  to  the  International  Congress  of 
miners  to  be  held  at'  Paris.  While  abroad  he 
will  visit  several  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  Eng¬ 
land,  Germany  and  others,  and  investigate  coal 
mining  conditions  in  that  continent. 

Wm.  Mohr,  of  Bonanza,  Ark.,  secretary  of 
Mine  Workers’  local  union  1199,  writes:  “All 
miners  are  requested  to  stay  away  from  Bon¬ 
anza,  Ark.,  as  the  mines  are  overcrowded  at  this 


place  and  men  who  are  working  here  are  barely 
making  a  living,  as  they  get  from  one  to  three 
and  four  cars  per  day.” 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  20. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Fortune  seems  to  be  favoring  the 
coal  man  again,  as  the  weather  has  been  getting 
colder  for  several  days  and  it  is  now  quite  cold. 
It  lias  been  snowing  and  sleeting  continuously 
since  Sunday,  and  consequently  hauling  is  now 
being  done  at  a  disadvantage.  The  demand  has 
consequently  improved  quite  a  little,  though  prices 
remain  unchanged. 

Another  encouraging  fact  is  that  several  coal 
firms  report  having  sold  some  coal  for  storage 
purposes  against  the  possibility  of  a  strike  on  the 
first  of  April.  Though  the  orders  are  not  large 
and  the  orders  are  mostly  from  small  manufac¬ 
turers,  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  hopeful  sign.  An¬ 
other  encouraging  fact  is  that  the  railroads,  which 
have  been  taking  as  little  coal  as  possible,  are 
now  taking  coal  on  their  contracts  freely,  and  it 
is  reporetd  that  the  Illinois  Central  railway  has 
notified  the  operators  that  until  further  notice 
they  will  take  their  maximum  tonnage  on  their 
contract. 

Though  the  market  on  standard  coal  now  is 
very  good,  the  market  on  high  grade  coal  is  still 
very  quiet.  It  is  notable  that  this  winter,  when 
the  weather  conditions  are  such  that  the  dealers 
buy  heavily,  the  effect  is  felt  immediately  by  stand¬ 
ard  and  low  grade  coal,  while  there  seems  to  be 
hardly  any  effect  on  the  high  grade  coal  market. 
Mt.  Olive  and  Staunton  is  one  of  the  hardest  coals 
to  get  rid  of.  on  the  open  market,  as  nearly  all  of 
the  dealers  have  contracts  for  this  coal  and  they 
are  having  difficulty  in  taking  care  of  their  con¬ 
tracts  ;  in  fact,  a  great  many  dealers,  who  are 
not  able  to  use  their  contract  coal,  are  simply  beg¬ 
ging  off,  and  the  operators  have  been  very  lenient 
and  hope  that  the  dealers  will  remember  it  when 
coal  is  in  demand. 

Carterville  and  other  high  grade  mines  are  not 
working  more  than  three  davs  per  week  and  most 
all  of  the  Carterville  coal  that  is  being  mined  is 
going  on  contracts. 

Standard  lump  coal  is  selling  at  90  cents  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine,  which  has  been  the  prevailing  price 
for  the  last  two  months.  Screenings  are  scarce 
and  strong,  selling  for  35  cents  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines.  Current  prices  are  as  follows  f.  o.  b. 
St.  Louis : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67 ;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42  ;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52  ;  mine-run,  $1.37  ;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.27:  nut  and  pea,  $1.12;  2-inch  screenings, 
$1.02;  J^-itich  slack,  77  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.52;  3-inch  nut,  $1.67. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.12;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  or  Franklin  Countv — Six-inch  lump 
or  egg,  $2.12 ;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97 ;  2-inch  nut, 
$1.92;  mine-run,  $1.67;  2-inch  screenings,  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Jay  M.  Easterly  of  the  Mogg  Coal  Company  of 
Chicago,  spent  several  days  here  last  week. 

Mr.  Martin  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  was  in  town  for  several  days  last  week. 

Mr.  Parker  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal 
&  Iron  Company  was  seen  in  town  today  mak¬ 
ing  the  rounds  of  the  trade. 

The  miners  of  the  Majestic  mine  at  DuQuoin, 
Ill.,  which  is  owned  by  Crerar,  Clinch  &  Co.,  of 
Chicago,  are  still  on  a  strike.  The  miners  have 
been  striking  for  about  ten  days  and  went  out  be¬ 
cause  they  claim  that  they  were  being  furnished 
with  an  inferior  grade  of  powder.  The  strike 
involves  about  400  men.  It  is  thought  that  the 
strike  will  be  settled  within  the  next  dav  or  so. 

There  will  be  a  koruskation  of  the  Kokoals 
here  tonight  to  be  held  at  Doric  Hall  in  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple.  This  is  the  fourth  koruskation, held 
in  St.  Louis  since  the  organization  of  the  local 
order  on  December  9.  This  is  a  pretty  good  rec¬ 
ord.  The  Kokoals  hold  that  koruskations  bring 
good  luck  to  the  coal  business,  as  it  has  turned 
very  cold  on  the  day  of  every  koruskation  so  far. 
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Cleveland  Market. 


Reduction  in  West  Virginia  Freight  Rate 
Demoralizes  Prices  on  Spot 
v  Coal. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  February  20. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  coal  market  of  Cleveland  and 
vicinity  is  demoralized  this  week  through  addi¬ 
tional  complications  that  have  developed  through 
the  flood  of  West  Virginia  product  being  received 
here.  Steam  and  domestic  grades  are  being  cut 
down  to  prices  that  leave  little  or  no  profit. 

It  is  declared  here,  authoritatively,  that  re¬ 
lief  may  come  within  thirty  days.  The 
New  York  Central,  Pennsylvania  and  Wabash 
interests  have  jointly  given  notice  to  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  railroad  that,  unless  a  differential 
rate  is  restored  to  furnish  protection  against  the 
long  haul  and  cheaper  West  Virginia  product,  a 
real  coal  rate  war  will  be  started  throughout  the 
bituminous  sections. 

It  is  hinted  that  $1.15,  the  old  Fairmount'-Cleve- 
land  and  Lorain  rate,  may  even  be  increased  to 
$1.25.  It  is  reported  that  big  railroad  and  coal 
interests  have  besought  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
executives,  in  view  of  recent  developments,  to 
extend  the  differential  to  the  extent  of  this  ten 
cents.  It  is  held  that  this  would  not  be  unreason¬ 
able.  x 

Most  of  the  coal  that  has  been  pouring  in  here 
via  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is  mine-run,  which  is 
selling  at  $1.70  to  $1.75,  spot  shipments,  as  against 
$2.20  for  the  same  grade  of  Pittsburgh  mine-run; 
against  $1.90  for  No.  8  and  $1.80  for  middle  dis¬ 
trict.  I  llis  coal  is  being  sorted  by  various  do¬ 
mestic  dealers,  the  lump  being  sold  anywhere  from 
25  cents  to  $1.25  a  ton  lower  than  standard  prices. 
The  slack  is  being  disposed  of  to  industries  and 
has  cut  in,  to  a  great  extent,  upon  the  slack  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Ohio  operators.  The 
West  Virginia  slack  is  being  sold  as  low  as  $1.50 
on  cars  here. 

Further  effect  upon  the  domestic  market  here 
is  shown  by  these  prices:  Pittsburgh  lump  (stand¬ 
ard),  $4.50  (reduced)  $3.25;  Massillon  lump 
(standard),  $4.50  (reduced)  $3.90;  other  domestic 
lump  (standard),  $4  to  $3.75  (reduced)  $3.25; 
Pittsburgh  and  Ohio  nut  (standard),  $4  to  $3.75 
(reduced)  $3  to  $3.25.  There  is  also  consider¬ 
able  trimming  on  smokeless  coal  prices. 

I  he  largest  retail  dealers  declare  they  will 
continue  to  hold  up  prices,  below  which  scale  they 
say  they  are  unable  to  do  business  at  a  profit.  The 
concerns  that  handle  steam  coal  from  the  union¬ 
ized  territories  of  Ohio  also  refuse  to  shade  ex¬ 
isting  prices,  taking  the  some  position.  Most  of 
the  cutting  on  domestic  grades  is  being  done  by 
smaller  dealers. 

The  cut  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  from  $1.15  to 
$1.05  is  viewed  here  as  a  coup  executed  to  fur¬ 
ther  interests,  railroad  and  coal,  in  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  field.  It  is  stated  that  railroad  men  in 
other  districts  of  Ohio  are  greatly  agitated.  Hur¬ 
ry-up  calls  have  been  sent  out  and  meetings  have 
been  held  here  and  there  by  railroad  officials  all 
last  week  and  this.  The  ultimatum  to  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  is  said  to  be  the  latest  development. 

It  is  estimated  that  138,000  miners,  in  round 
numbers,  will  be  forced  out  of  work  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  No.  8,  Ohio  upper,  middle  and  various 
other  districts  in  this  state  if  the  cut  rate  is  kept 
in  a  month  longer.  This  is  estimating  300  men 
to  a  mine  and  counting  in  the  fields  named  about 
400  mines.  At  present  they  are  being  operated 
on  an  average  of  about  thirty-three  per  cent,  hav¬ 
ing  dropped  from  an  average  of  fifty  per  cent 
capacity  since  the  rate  war  began  to  flood  the 
Cleveland  and  Lorain  markets. 

There  is  a  general  protest  among  coal  men 
over  the  wording  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  tariff 
which  put  in  this  change.  It  is  claimed  to  be 
evasive,  Lorain  being  omitted  entirely  and  va¬ 
rious  unimportant  points  being  shown  with  alter¬ 
ations  between  them. 

Industries  are  showing  slight  gains  here,  but 
the  increase  is  no  more  than  gradual.  Foundry 
interests  are  considerably  encouraged.  Railroad 
traffic  eastbound  from  Cleveland  is  better  than 
last  week  and  several  lines  in  this  territory  are 
buying  more  fuel.  With  one  coal  concern,  a 
local  road  increased  its  order  from  five  to  eight 


cars  this  week ;  with  another,  the  order  was  in¬ 
creased  from  five  to  ten  cars. 

The  standard  retail  price  here  on  forked  egg 
gas  house  coke  is  now  $5.25  a  ton ;  shoveled  egg, 
$5  a  ton.  Run-of-mine  is  selling  here  at  a  regu¬ 
lar  market  price  of  $4.50  a  ton.  Demand  is  slow. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  anthracite  shipments  on  the  Erie  railroad 
for  January  amounted  to  617,032  against  532,500 
for  the  same  month  a  year  ago. 

Frederick  S.  Powers,  vice-president  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Midvale-Goshen  Coal  Company,  and 
for  many  years  connected  with  the  trade  here, 
died  this  week  of  typhoid  fever.  He  was  born  in 
East  Geoffrey,  N.  H. 

George  H.  Harrison,  chief  inspector  of  Ohio 
mines,  estimates  the  production  in  this  state  last 
year  at  30,000,000  tons,  which  is  equivalent  to  an 
increase  of  less  than  ten  per  cent  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  average  of  prices  throughout 
the  year  were  satisfactory  to  operators,  says  Har¬ 
rison  in  his  report. 

Robert  A.  and  William  Pinkerton,  detectives, 
are  suing  the  United  States  Coal  Company,  of 
this  city,  in  United  States  circuit  court  for  $10,- 
000  judgment  claimed  due  for  strike-breaker 
service  rendered  in  May,  1906,  at  Plum  Run  mines. 
The  defendant  company  claims  other  operators 
agreed  to  share  the  expense  pro  rata  and  went 
back  on  their  word.  The  case  is  on  trial  and  a 
verdict  will  probably  be  agreed  upon  by  the  end 
of  this  week. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  February  20. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  business  is  about  as  quiet 
as  it  can  be — “nothing  doing”  about  expresses  it. 
Colorado  had  a  few  days  of  cold  weather,  which 
stimulated  the  retail  trade  a  little,  but  the  weather 
the  last  few  days  has  been  like  summer.  Many 
mines  have  shut  down  indefinitely,  and  those  that 
are  barely  running  will  soon  follow  suit. 

The  American  Smelting  &  Refining  Company 
closed  several  of  its  plants  in  this  state  on  the 
15th,  and  this  has  cut  another  large  hole  in  the 
coal  trade.  Prices  are  weak — in  fact,  it  is  hard  to 
find  a  market  at  current  price.  The  railroads  con¬ 
tinue  to  pick  up  their  storage  coal  and  are  buying 
a  very  small  tonnage,  with  no  prospect  of  increas¬ 
ing  for  some  time.  Taking  everything  into  con- 
sideraton  the  coal  trade  in  general,  in  the  West, 
for  1908  does  not  look  good. 


News  in  Brief. 

L.  B.  Canon,  general  sales  agent  of  the  South 
Canon  Coal  Company,  has  returned  to  Denver 
after  an  eastern  trip. 

Harvey  E.  Stewart,  general  manager  of  sales 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Fuel  Company,  has  been 
East  calling  on  the  jobbers  and  the  trade. 

Herbert  Addison,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Union  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  has  returned  from 
a  trip  East.  While  away  he  attended  the  lum¬ 
bermen’s  convention  in  Omaha. 

Parke_L.  Bryan  of  the  Green  Canon  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  the  National  Fuel  Company  and  the  Park- 
dale  Fuel  Company  has  returned  to  Denver  from 
a  trip  along  the  Burlington  railway. 

S.  R.  Slocum,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Prim¬ 
rose  Coal  Company  of  Pueblo,  is  on  an  eastern 
trip  and  will  visit  Fremont,  Neb.,  Omaha,  Lincoln 
and  Kansas  City  before  his  return. 

W.  J.  Jenkins,  fuel  agent  of  the  Missouri  Pa¬ 
cific  railway,  has  been  a  recent  Denver  visitpr. 
Mr.  Jenkins  has  hosts  of  friends  everywhere,  and 
those  in  Denver  were  exceedingly  glad  to  see  him. 

Harry  Spingler,  formerly  with  the  Colorado 
Springs  Fuel  Company,  has  gone  into  the  jobbing 
business  and  will  sell  Primrose  in  Texas  and  part 
of  Kansas.  He  will  also  open  a  retail  yard  in 
Kansas  City. 

H.  Van  Mater,  of  Denver,  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fuel  Company  and  the  Parkdale  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  took  the  following  gentlemen  in  two  big 
motor  cars  to  his  Monarch,  Parkdale  and  Puritan 
mines  on  last  Saturday:  John  Valley,  general 
agent  the  Burlington  railway;  C.  L.  Wellington, 


traffic  manager  of  Colorado  &  Southern  railway ; 
Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Stapleton  of  the  Denver  Repub¬ 
lican;  Mr.  Griffin,  general  manager  Great  West¬ 
ern  Sugar  Company;  and  Mr.  Ferguson,  general 
agent  the  Union  Pacific  railway.  They  had  an 
ideal  day  for  the  trip,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  the  gentlemen  enjoyed  every  minute  of  the 
day  and  were  royally  entertained  by  Mr.  Van 
Mater.  The  Puritan  is  a  new  mine  being  opened 
near  Dacona,  on  the  Union  Pacific  railway,  and 
will  be  shipping  coal  by  June  1.  Forty  teams  are 
now  working  on  the  grade,  and  shaft  sinking  and 
all  kinds  of  construction  is  being  rushed,  and  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  when  the  plant  is  completed  it 
will  be  the  most  modern  in  Colorado.  The  cage 
room  at  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  will  be  arranged 
for  gravity  so  that  loaded  and  empty  cars  will 
automatically  run  to  the  cages.  The  top  will  be 
arranged  for  self-dumping  cages.  In  fact,  every 
modern  device  known  to  coal  mining  will  be  in¬ 
stalled.  The  property  will  have  a  capacity  of 
2,000  tons  a  day.  , 


Bowing  to  Hepburn  Act. 


The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  has  issued  a  circular  about  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  interest  of  the  railroad  in  the 
Louisville  Properties  Company  to  its  own 
stockholders,  in  which  it  says: 

“The  Louisville  Properties  Company  is  a 
Kentucky  corporation,  authorized  to  own  and 
deal  in  property,  real  and  personal,  and  the 
entire  capital  stock,  amounting  to  $50,000,  was 
owned  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad 
Company.  It  held  many  parcels  or  tracts  of 
land  adapted  to  the  uses  of  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany,  and  also  owned  considerable  bodies  of 
coal  lands,  located  chiefly  in  the  state  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  It  was  largely  indebted  to  the  rail¬ 
road  company  for  advances  of  funds. 

“Because  of  the  early  operation  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Hepburn  'act  against  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  coal  in  which  the  carrier  had  an 
interest,  direct  and  indirect,  and  because  it 
was  otherwise  desirable  for  the  close  relations 
between  the  two  companies  to  be  severed,  it 
was  decided  that  this  could  best  be  done  by 
dividing  the  interest  held  by  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany  in  the  Louisville  Properties  Company 
among  its  own  stockholders.  To  this  end  the 
increase  in  the  capitalization  of  the  property 
company  from  $50,000  to  $600,000  was  taken  by 
the  railroad  company,  in  order  that  the.  in¬ 
debtedness  of  the  property  company  to  the 
railroad  company  should  thereby  be  reduced. 
The  shares  of  the  Louisville  Properties  Com¬ 
pany  are  fully  paid  and  non-assessable,  and  it 
is  believed  they  are  reasonably  worth  their  par 
value,  if  not  more.” 


Mine  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  annual  report  of  Mine  Inspector  McDon¬ 
ald,  of  tlie  Sixth  Anthracite  District,  has  been 
compiled.  Over  700,000  tons  of  coal  were  mined 
in  1907  than  in  1906.  There  were  eleven  more 
fatal  accidents  than  in  the  preceding  year.  There 
were  eighty-four  fewer  employes  during  1907 
than  in  1906.  Below  is  printed  a  summary  of  the 
report : 


Number  of  collieries .  15 

Number  of  mines .  33 

Number  of  mines  operated .  33 

Number  tons  produced . 3,748,691 

Persons  employed  inside .  6,279 

Persons  employed  outside .  2,563 

Fatal  accidents  inside .  39 

Fatal  accidents  outside .  10 

Non-fatal  accidents  inside .  79 

Non-fatal  accidents  outside .  14 

Tons  per  fatal  accident .  96,120 

Employes  per  fatal  accident  inside .  159 

Employes  per  fatal  accident  outside .  256 

Wives  made  widows .  29 

Children  made  orphans .  59 

Gaseous  mines  .  15 

Non-gaseous  mines  .  18 

The  production  of  coal  by  companies  was  as 

follows : 

Company  Tons 

Pennsylvania  Coal  Company . 1,942,722 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company .  601,781 

Hillside  Coal  and  Iron  Company .  476,592 

Hudson  Coal  Company .  468,741 

Delaware  and  Hudson  Coal  Company .  130,494 

Traders’  Coal  Company .  128,361 

,  - 

Total  . 3,748,091 
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New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Production  Is  Being  Curtailed 
on  Account  of  Slack  Demand — Bi¬ 
tuminous  Market  Unchanged. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  February  20. 

The  anthracite  trade  this  week  is  dull,  buying 
on  account  of  the  recent  cold  wave,  apparently, 
being  about  over.  Last  week  considerable  new 
business  was  reported,  but  the  three  days  of 
warm  weather  the  latter  part  of  the  week  seems 
to  have  put  a  stop  to  buying.  Such  orders  as 
are  being  taken  are  for  small  lots,  showing  a  dis¬ 
position  on  the  part  of  retailers  to  buy  cautiously. 

Figuring  on  the  usual  April  reduction,  retailers 
are  going  to  avoid  buying  any  more  coal  than  they 
can  sell  by  that  time,  and  efforts  of  salesmen  to 
sell  them  large  quantities  of  coal  at  the  present 
time  are  without  avail.  The  trade  throughout  the 
East  is  very  quiet.  While  there  is  a  fair  move¬ 
ment  East  by  tide,  the  tonnage  is  not  up  to  nor¬ 
mal.  The  line  trade,  which  was  unusually  active 
last  week,  has  slumped  off  again,  the  dealers  now 
being  heavily  stocked.  Along  the  Atlantic  sea¬ 
board  trade  is  only  fair,  retailers  being  well  sup¬ 
plied.  The  western  movement  is  also  restricted, 
and  a  good  portion  of  the  coal  consumed  at  inte¬ 
rior  points  in  this  territory  are  being  supplied 
with  coal  from  stocks  at  lake  ports..  Hence  this 
consumption  is  not  being  felt  mcuh  in  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  coal  which  is  now  being  produced. 

Most  of  the  companies  are  unable  to  fill  all 
their  orders  for  pea  and  chestnut,  but  are  finding 
practically  all  of  the  other  sizes  long.  Broken  is 
being  taken  in  liberal  quantities  by  many  of  the 
gas  companies,  but  from  some  of  the  manufac¬ 
turing  interests,  which  take  a  limited  quantity  of 
this  coal,  the  demand  has  fallen  off.  Egg  and 
stove  are  long,  while  the  steam  sizes  below  pea 
are  dragging.  A  rumor  is  current  that  prices  on 
buckwheat,  rice  and  barley  may  be  reduced  to 
enable  the  companies  to  move  their  production  of 
these  sizes  more  readily.  As  to  the  usual  sum¬ 
mer  reduction  in  the  prices  on  domestic  sizes,  it  is 
announced  that  the  companies  may  take  ac¬ 
tion  this  week.  The  trade  is  discussing  the 
reduction,  and  some  of  the  members  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  question  should  be  de¬ 
cided  at  once.  In  anticipation  of  the  usual  re¬ 
duction,  retailers  are  buying  only  a  hand  to 
mouth  supply.  While  it  is  contended  that  one 
or  more  of  the  larger  companies  favor  keep¬ 
ing  prices  at  the  present  schedule  the  year 
round,  it  is  generally  believed  that  the  usual 
summer  reduction  will  be  announced.  This 
will  mean  that  until  April  1,  the  market  will 
be  governed  entirely  by  the  weather. 

Should  there  be  sufficient  cold  weather  to 
necessitate  heavy  consumption  of  coal,  retail¬ 
ers  will  be  forced  to  do  considerable  buying, 
and  a  heavy  production  of  coal  will  therefore 
be  needed.  At  present  production  is  being 
cut  nearly  one  half.  Last  week,  while  the 
Reading  worked  most  of  its  collieries  on  full 
time,  some  of  the  other  companies  did  not 
work  the  full  week.  This  week  the  Reading 
is  working  only  three  days,  but  the  other 
companies,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
of  the  smaller  ones,  will  work  more  than 
four  days.  Up  to  the  15th  of  the  month,  the 
production  was  some  fifteen  or  twenty  per 
cent  short  of  the  production  for  the  same 
period  last  February.  If  this  curtailment  is 
continued  the  remainder  of  the  month,  the 
figures  will  show  a  February  production  very 
much  under  the  production  of  February  1907. 

Some  of  the  companies  undoubtedly  have 
large  stocks  of  egg,  stove  and  broken  coal  on 
hand.  The  accumulations  of  the  past  few 
weeks  have  been  heavy,  and  this  overproduc¬ 
tion  has  been  added  largely  to  the  storage 
piles,  as  the  movement  of  cars  to  tidewater 
points  has  just  about  been  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  the  orders.  While  there  is  some  coal 
along  the  line  at  various  points,  the  roads 
have  endeavored  to  avoid  congesting  the 
ports,  thereby  enabling  the  prompt  discharge 
of  coal  on  arrival.  While  the  companies  could 
undoubtedly  sell  considerable  more  pea  and 
chestnut  if  they  had  it  mined,  they  do  not 


think  it  profitable  to  work  their  operations  to 
fill  the  requirements  for  only  two  sizes  of 
coal.  To  get  these  sizes  out,  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  prepare  the  seven  other  sizes  which 
are  not  in  actual  demand. 

The  tidewater  movement  is  not  restricted 
this  week  on  account  of  ice  or  bad  weather, 
as  was  the  case  last  week.  The  ice  in  the 
harbors  has  been  cleared,  and  boats  are  mov¬ 
ing  very  promptly.  Vessels  are  plentiful,  and 
charters  can  be  made  very  low. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

In  the  bituminous  situation  but  very  little 
change  is  noted  for  the  week.  Not  so  much 
cheap  coal  is  to  be  found  about  the  tidewater 
ports  as  heretofore,  and  what  inquiry  is  com¬ 
ing  is  usually  for  the  better  grades.  Produc¬ 
tion  is  still  being  restricted,  and  in  the  central 
Pennsylvania  fields,  and  throughout  the  West 
Virginia  fields,  this  restriction  averages  pretty 
well  around  fifty  per  cent.  In  some  of  the 
regions,  operations  are  only  worked  two  or 
three  days  a  week,  while  in  others,  four  days 
a  week  is  considered  good,  many  mines  being 
closed  down  all  the  time.  Shippers  are  not 
rushing  coal  to  market  now  except  upon  or¬ 
ders,  and  this  has  cleared  the  ports  of  the 
cheap  coals  which  have  had  such  disastrous 
effect  upon  the  markets  for  the  past  few 
months. 

While  no  contracts  for  the  new  coal  year 
have  been  closed  yet,  more  and  more  inquiry 
appears  each  week.  Some  of  the  large  coal 
buyers  are  asking  for  quotations  to  be  made 
them  so  that  they  can  take  the  matter  up 
early  in  March.  What  seems  to  be  puzzling 
the  buyers  is  the  tonnage  of  coal  that  they 
will  require  for  the  current  year,  many  of 
them  being  in  the  dark.  Many  concerns  which 
in  former  seasons  were  in  the  market  about 
this  time  talking  contracts,  are  now  suspended 
altogether,  or  are  operating  on  such  short 
time  that  their  requirements  are  very  light. 
Stocks  of  coal  in  the  hands  of  consumers  are 
not  so  heavy  as  formerly,  and  those  plants 
which  have  enough  business  on  hand  to  run 
a  fair  portion  of  the  time,  are  expected  to  be 
buying  small  lots  of  coal  from  now  on  for 
immediate  needs. 

No  heavy  buying  is  anticipated  for  some 
months,  as  no  one  is  so  optimistic  as  to  pre¬ 
dict  a  radical  revival  in  trade  before  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  summer  or  early  next  fall.  In  fact, 
operators  and  dealers  have  now  got  around  to 
the  belief  that  the  use  of  coal  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses  this  year  is  going  to  be  very  much  short 
of  the  enormous  tonnage  used  last  year.  The 
slogan  of  the  operators  this  year  will  not  be 
for  tonnage  records,  but  rather  for  a  fair  profit 
upon  whatever  business  they  can  do. 

Regarding  the  labor  question,  it  is  now 
generally  believed  that  many  operators  in  the 
eastern  territory  will  make  a  demand  for  a 
reduction  in  wages.  A  reduction  of  ten  per 
cent  is  talked,  and  some  look  upon  this  reduc¬ 
tion,  if  enforced,  as  equivalent  to  a  strike. 
Some  argue  that  if  operators  enforce  this  re¬ 
duction  the  consumer  will  then  demand  a  re¬ 
duction  in  the  price  named  him.  amounting 
to  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  and  that  it  will 
hurt  contract  business,  inasmuch  as  consumers 
are  going  to  be  very  hard  to  deal  with  this 
season. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  dead,  no  orders  be¬ 
ing  reported  from  points  in  that  territory. 
This  section  took  quite  a  lot  of  coal  last  sum¬ 
mer  and  fall,  and  with  manufacturing  through¬ 
out  all  New  England  greatly  curtailed,  it  will 
be  well  along  in  the  spring  before  there  will 
be  any  demand  for  coal  coming  from  far  east¬ 
ern  consumers.  Along  the  Sound,  some  or¬ 
ders  are  being  reported,  consumers  as  a  usual 
thing,  taking  the  better  grades  of  coal. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  unimproved. 
Prices  are  firmer,  and  as  there  is  no  heav3!’ 
accumulation  of  coal  at  the  ports,  one  seldom 
hears  of  any  offerings  below  $2.50.  Sales  are 
made  from  this  price  up  to  $2.75  on  fair 
grades  of  steam  coal.  There  is  some  demand 
for  gas  slack,  which  sells  on  a  basis  of  about 
70  cents  at  the  mines. 


Vessels  are  so  plentiful  that  some  boat  own¬ 
ers  are  willing  to  take  their  vessels  out  with 
only  half  cargoes.  Prices  are  about  at  former 
quotations,  though  subject  to  heavy  conces¬ 
sions  in  certain  instances.  The  lumber  trade 
is  very  flat,  and  many  boats  engaged  in  this 
trade  are  now  begging  for  coal  charters.  From 
the  lower  ports  to  Boston,  charters  are  made 
at  60  cents;  Philadelphia  paying  60  and  65 
cents;  while  from  Baltimore  70  cents  is  about 
the  rate.  From  New  York  around  the  cape 
to  Boston  60  to  70  cents  is  asked,  while  rates 
to  sound  ports  from  New  York  are  very  low. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  February  20. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') —  1  he  most  important  feature  to  an 
otherwise  almost  dead  coal  market  has  been  the 
raising  of  the  blockade  of  the  big  fleet  here  as  a 
result  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  jam  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay.  For  ten  days  shipping  was  al¬ 
most  at  a  standstill  because  of  the  immense  ice 
floes  in  the  bay,  and  at  the  outset  of  the  present 
week  nearly  forty  vessels,  including  schooners, 
steamers  and  barges,  were  about  the  piers  either 
loaded  and  waiting  for  a  chance  to  get  under  way 
or  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  load. 

1  he  warmer  weather  rapidly  honeycombed  the 
ice  floes  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  and 
now  nearly  all  of  the  coal  fleet  has  been  started 
on  its  way.  The  shipments  were  principally  for 
New  England  ports— Boston,  Portsmouth,  N.  H„ 
and  other  points  north,  but  some  were  destined 
for  the  south.  While  most  of  the  outgoing  coal  is 
on  contract,  the  arrival  of  the  fuel  in  bulk  will, 
many  believe,  further  depress  the  northern  market. 


Railroads  Cut  Expenses. 

All  of  the  railroads  centering  here,  including  the 
Pennsylvania,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  the  West¬ 
ern  Maryland,  are  cutting  expenses  wherever  pos¬ 
sible.  Motive  power  is  at  its  minimum  and  co.al 
interests,  which  supply  the  roads,  report  that 
sales  of  fuel  for  railroad  purposes  have  been  al¬ 
most  cut  in  half.  Vast  quantities  of  cars  are  to 
be  had  for  the  asking,  and  already  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  has  temporarily  retired  some  12,000  cars, 
while  the  Pennsylvania  has  run  to  sidings  and 
yards  nearly  80,000  cars.  All  of  the  yards  bear 
evidence  to  the  fact  of  idle  cars,  as  well  as  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  much  coal  at  all  delivery  points. 

Curtailment  at  mines  and  the  unwillingness  of 
shippers  to  handle  any  great  quantity  of  fuel  on 
chance  has  somewhat  cut  down  the  supply  at 
tide.  Prices,  however,  remain  far  off  color,  and 
the  range,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  such  that  it  is 
hard  to  quote  figures.  A  man  may  in  one  instance 
find  a  customer  who  is  willing  to  pay  fair  prices 
under  existing  circumstances,  and  then  again  may 
be  forced  to  let  go  at  prices  far  below  actual  pro¬ 
duction  cost. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

The  latest  incorporation  here  is  that  of  the 
New  Fidelity  Coal  Company. 

C.  W.  Hendley,  of  the  firm  of  C.  W.  Hendley 
&  Co.,  is  on  a  trip  south,  including  Tampa. 

Charles  von  H.  Kalkmann,  assistant  general 
manager  of  sales  of  the  Consolidation  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  has  been  to  Cincinnati  and  the  west  on  a 
business  trip. 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company. 


The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company’s  report  for 
December  and  twelve  months  ended  December 
31  compares  as  follows: 


December : 

1907. 

1906. 

Decrease. 

Gross  . 

$  282,100 

$  515,415 

$ 

233,315 

Less 

res.  for  deplet.  . 

41,322 

57,829 

16,507 

Res. 

for  depreciation  77,220 

112,851 

35,631 

Int. 

on  1st  mtg.  bds.  . 

88,250 

95,963 

7,713 

Net  earnings  .  . .  . 

$  75,307 

$  248,772 

$ 

173,464 

Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31  : 

Gross  . 

$5,731,983 

$5,297,123 

*$ 

434,860 

Less 

res.  for  deplet.. 

725,937 

743,020 

17,083 

Res. 

for  depreciation. 

964,809 

1,194,094 

229,285 

Int. 

on  1st  mtg.  bds. 

1,082,644 

1,167,241 

84,597 

Net  . 

$2,958,593 

$2,192,768 

$ 

765,825 

'Increase. 
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Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  February  20. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  situation  shows  no 
improvement  further  than  a  fair  retail  trade  for 
several  weeks  following  the  cold  wave.  The 
storm  of  snow  and  rain  which  started  yesterday 
is  likely  to  be  followed  by  another  cold  wave, 
which  should  give  us  some  more  good  coal  con¬ 
suming  weather.  This  will  result  in  more  or 
less  buying  on  the  part  of  retailers,  but  not  so 
heavy  as  the  companies  would  like.  It  now  looks 
as  if  dealers  are  going  to  buy  only  just  enough 
coal  to  take  them  through  until  April  1,  on 
account  of  the  anticipation  of  the  usual  summer 
reduction,  and  some  of  them  will  get  down 
very  close  to  the  bottom  of  their  bins  for  fear 
of  carrying  over  any  winter  price  coal. 

Steady  cold  weather  from  now  until  April  1 
wiH  mean  a  heavy  consumption,  which  will  mean 
that  a  heavy  tonnage  of  coal  will  have  to  come 
forward  from  the  companies  to  supply  this  de¬ 
mand,  but  the  orders  will  be  small.  For  the  past 
week  not  much  coal  has  been  moving  in  a  whole¬ 
sale  way,  through  considerably  more  coal  has 
been  coming  by  water  on  account  of  the  clear¬ 
ing  away  of  ice  at  the  shipping  ports  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  New  York  harbor. 

Just  a  little  improvement  is  to  be  noted  in  the 
bituminous  trade.  Some  of  the  mills  are  buying 
but  only  small  lots,  showing  that  their  stocks 
are  getting  pretty  well  used  up.  The  industrial 
situation  throughout  New  England  cannot  be 
said  to  be  greatly  improved,  but  there  seems  to 
be  more  confidence  among  manufacturers  each 
week,  and  from  now  on  we  may  have  a  gradual 
revival  in  trade  which  will  eventually  bring  us 
back  to  the  former  standard  of  things.  One 
good  thing  to  be  noted  is  that  the  harbors  are 
very  free  of  cheap  demurrage  coal,  and  there  is 
not  so  much  coal  headed  this  way.  The  sound 
ports  are  not  glutted,  and  most  of  the  coal  in 
Boston  harbor  and  headed  this  way  is  upon 
orders,  and  not  coal  seeking  a  sale. 

West  Virginia  standard  grade  coals  are  held 
at  the  contract  price,  while  good  grades  of 
Pennsylvania  coals  sell  at  a  fair  margin  of  profit 
for  those  shipping  them.  Poor  coals  are  not  in 
demand  and  when  cargoes  show  up  that  are  not 
already  contracted  for,  sales  are  only  effected 
at  low  prices.  There  is  some  contention  that 
the  West  Virginia  operators  may  have  to  re¬ 
duce  their  contract  prices  for  next  season’s  busi¬ 
ness,  but  no  step  has  yet  been  taken  to  this  end, 
and  the  only  quotation  that  inquirers  .can  get 
about  rates  for  the  coming  season  are  based  on 
former  prices.  There  is  each  week  more  and 
more  inquiry  about  prices  for  contracts,  but 
dealers  and  operators  are  very  reluctant  in  giv¬ 
ing  figures,  as  they  do  not  know  just  yet  how 
to  figure  on  freights  and  they  are  also  per¬ 
turbed  as  to  the  labor  end  of  the  proposition. 
We  hear  of  some  companies  who  have  been 
offered  business  that  would  take  a  good  portion 
of  their  year’s  output,  but  the  prices  offered 
were  not  attractive.  For  that  reason  but  very 
few  contracts  have  reached  the  signing  state. 

Vessels  are  plentiful,  and  owners  are  glad  to 
get  60  cents  from  the  roads  to  Boston  for 
vessels  of  average  tonnage. 

Concerning  the  report  that  some  thirty  of  the 
mills  of  the  American  Woolen  Company  of  New 
England  were  to  resume  on  full  time.  President 
Wood  said  yesterday  that  the  situation  for  the 
past  few  days  has  been  a  little  better,  but  that 
sixtv-five  per  cent  of  the  machinery  of  their 
mills  is  idle.  Buyers,  he  said,  are  very  reluctant 
about  placing  orders,  so  that  they  are  unable 
to  market  their  goods.  “We  are  hopeful  of  a 
good  volume  of  business  before  the  vear  is 
over,”  said  Mr.  Wood,  “but  there  is  nothing  in 
the  present  situation  to  warrant  in  the  belief 
that  our  mills  can  run  on  full  time  yet  awhile..” 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report  as  follows: 

Since  our  last  report  three  February  steam¬ 
ers  have  been  offering  in  this  market  for 
Havana  coal  at  $1.25,  and  all  of  these  boats 
are  still  unfixed.  During  this  time  two  steam¬ 
ers  were  chartered  for  Havana  at  $1.30  and 
one  at  $1.40,  but  we  do  not  know  the  reason 
why  these  rates  were  paid.  The  export  coal 
trade  is  still  dull,  although  there  is  possibly 


a  little  more  inquiry  than  recently.  The  bid 
on  Mediterranean  coal  is  11s,  but  owners  are 
asking  a  slightly  higher  figure.  Among  the 
recent  charters  are  the  following:  Steamer 
Alf,  1,970  tons  register,  Baltimore  to  Vera 
Cruz,  coal,  p.  t..  steamer  Parran,  1,245  tons 
register,  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore  to  Port  of 
Spain,  Trinidad,  coal,  at  $1.80;  steamer  Park- 
wood,.  1,102  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  San¬ 
tiago,  coal,  at  $1.50,  and  steamer  Cecelia,  725 
tons  register  Newport  News  to  Cardenas, 
coal,  p.  t. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.25  to  $1.30  to  Havana  or  Matan- 
zas;  $1.70  to  $1.80  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.45 
to  $1.50  to  Cienfuegosq  $1.55  to  $1.60  to  Dai¬ 
quiri;  $1.60  to  $1.70  to  Santiago;  $1.55  to  $1.60 
to  Colon;  $1.75  to  $1.80  to  Port  of  Spain,.  Trin¬ 
idad;  $1.75  to  $1.85  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.35  to  $1.45 
to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75  to  $1,80  to  Barbados; 
$1.40  to  $1.50  to  Kingston;  $1.20  to  $1.25  and 
port  charges  to  Curacao;  $2.40  to  $2.50  to 
Demerara;  1.65  to  $1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.40  to 
$1.45  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.40  to  $1.45  to  Tampico; 
($2.30  to  $2.35  to  Tampico  on  coke);  11s  to 
11s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  13s  to  13s  6d  to 
Rosario;  12s  6d  to  13s  6d  to  Rio;  13s  6d  to 
14s  6d  to  Santos;  11s  to  11s  6d  to  a  direct  port 
in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $4.50  and  dis¬ 
charged  to  Manila;  $4.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  20. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.)—  The  anthracite  market  was 
fairly  active  up  to  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
when  mercury  had  again  climbed  up  to  the 
point  that  made  the  use  of  coal  not  actually 
necessary.  As  a  consequence  retailers  stopped 
buying,  and  up  to  the  middle  of  this  week  busi¬ 
ness  in  a  wholesale  way  has  been  flat.  Yester¬ 
day  a  spell  of  rain  and  snow  set  in,  which  has 
been  followed  by  lowering  temperatures,  and 
we  are  likely  to  have  another  spell  of  coal  con¬ 
suming  weather,  which  may  mean  a  fair  move¬ 
ment  from  the  hands  of  the  companies  to  the 
retailers. 

So  plentifully  stocked  are  the  companies  that 
practically  all  of  them  are  shutting  down  their 
mines  three  days  this  week,  and  it  is  likely  that 
a  four-day-a-week  schedule  will  be  followed  from 
now  until  April  1,  as  the  companies  do  not  look 
for  any  great  amount  of  buying  until  the  summer 
circular  goes  into  effect.  New  England  is  not 
taking  any  great  amount  of  coal,  though  water 
shipments  are  not  interrupted  by  ice,  as  was 
the  case  last  sweek..  Line  trade  has  slumped 
off  since  the  middle  of  last  week. 

Bituminous  operators  are  receiving  some  in¬ 
quiries  now  as  to  contracts,'  and  some  of  them 
could  close  some  business  if  they  were  willing 
to  accept  the  prices  offered,  which  are  under  the 
prices  which  prevailed  last  season.  Most  of  them 
are  convinced  that  we  are  going  to  have  a  year 
of  restricted  consumption,  and  that  prices 
naturally  are  going  to  seek  a  lower  level,  but 
none  of  them  wish  to  tie  themselves  up  with 
contracts  at  such  a  low  level  as  to  put  them 
in  a  hole  in  case  of  labor  and  railroad  troubles. 
These  two  factors  are  the  ones  that  are  count¬ 
ing  just  now,  and  with  every  business  man  con¬ 
servatively  inclined,  coal  operators  argue  that 
they  too  will  have  to  practice  conservatism  if 
they  are  to  come  out  right  side  up  at  the  end 
of  the  season.  But  few  contracts  have  been 
closed,  and  these  for  only  small  amounts. 

The  large  users  are  getting  a  line  on  the 
situation,  and  many  of  them  are  not  now  in 
position  to  say  how  much  coal  they  will  need 
throughout  the  year,  as  they  are  yet  in  the 
dark  as  to  how  the  industrial  situation  is  going 
to  shape  itself.  The  railroad  companies,  usually 
at  this  season  of  the  year  large  consumers  of 
coal,  have  cut  off  so  many  trains,  and  have  such 
restricted  tonnage  of  freight  to  handle,  that  they 
are  taking  but  little  coal,  and  many  of  them 
are  filled  up  on  coal  that  they  were  forced  into 
taking,  stocking  them  up  for  weeks  and  months 
ahead.  The  railroad  embargoes  have  resulted 
in  the  clearing  up  of  the  ports  at  tidewater,  and 
most  of  the  coal  coming  to  the  markets  now  is 
placed  ahead.  This  enables  operators  and  ship¬ 
pers  to  secure  prices  more  in  keeping  with  the 
cost  of  production  and  transportation. 

President  Thomas,  of  the  Lehigh  Valley,  after 


the  board  meeting  of  his  road  yesterday,  said : 
“I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  proposition  to  stop 
making  the  April  reduction  on  anthracite  coal 
prices.  There  has  been  no  meeting  or  consulta¬ 
tion  on  the  subject  that  I  know  of.  The  Lehigh 
Valley  will  stop  work  at  its  collieries  two  days 
this  week  and  the  balance  of  the  month.  This 
step  is  taken  because  the  condition  of  the  coal 
trade  is  slack.  We  will  stop  two  days  per  week 
in  March  also,  if  trade  conditions  do  not  im¬ 
prove.  I  do  not  see  any  improvement  in  general 
trade,  and  the  prospects  for  the  immediate  future 
are  not  satisfactory.” 


The  Beefsteak  Dinner. 


New  York,  February  20. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — On  Saturday  evening,  at  the  Nassau  Boat 
Club  on  the  Harlem  River,  the  New  York  coal 
trade  gave  a  beefsteak  dinner,  which  was  one  of 
the  most  delightful  affairs  ever  given  by  the  coal 
merchants.  There  were  120  who  donned  aprons 
and  partook  of  the  delightful  steaks  that  were  so 
temptingly  served  hot  from  the  griddle. 

The  Nassau  Club  has  long  held  the  reputation 
for  serving  the  best  steaks  around  New  York  City, 
and  those  who  participated  in  Saturday  evening’s 
feast  are  ready  to  add  more  laurels  to  the  brow 
of  the  Nassau  Club’s  chef.  Besides  the  steak 
there  were  other  edibles,  and  ale  flowed  as  plen¬ 
tifully  as  anyone  could  wish. 

The  affair  was  strictly  informal,  and  the  attend¬ 
ance  was  made  up  of  the  retail  merchants  of  the 
city  and  representatives  of  some  of  the  companies. 
A  trio  of  banjo,  guitar  and  piano  “artists”  kept  a 
flow  of  music  and  song  always  on  tap,  while 
George  Ganzemuller,  the  song  bird  of  the  coal 
trade,  rendered  several  selections  which  were  well 
received. 

.  Theo.  S.  Trimmer,  Olin  I.  Stephens  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Dartt  acted  as  the  dinner  committee,  and 
that  the  dinner  passed  off  so  successfully  was  due 
to  their  masterlv  efforts. 

Among  those  present  were:  Henry  Berg- 
horn,  R.  M.  Bryan,  W.  B.  Brown,  Harry 
Brierly,  E.  H.  Barklage.  John  Blohm.  Bunke 
&  Meyer,  Mr.  Barnes.  Wm.  Brennan,  Mr.  Bird. 
Ferd  Armstrong,  H.  D.  Cramer,  O.  H.  Chell- 
borg.  G.  D.  Curtis,  Cordinn  &  Salzman,  El- 
wood  Clark,  W.  H.  Dartt,  Geo.  Doring,  John 
Dobbins,  C.  F.  Ellerman.  Geo.  T.  Eltz,  Mr. 
Esdorn.  Wm.  Farrell,  S.  C.  Fryer,  James 
Flack,  Thos.  Farrell,  Alexander  Frazer.  Her¬ 
bert  C.  Grant,  Geo.  Ganzenmuller,  Joseph 
Gordon,  Chas.  Hornuner,  T.  Hoffman,  Mr. 
Harrigan,  F.  Harris  F.  Hether,  F’-ed  W. 
Howard.  John  M.  Hetfield,  Henry  Hencken, 
Chas.  Howard,  J.  W.  Beilis,  Geo.  J.  Kuhn,  J. 
T  .  Lyon,  Clinton  E.  Lawrence,  H.  F.  Lucas, 
Wm  Lewis,  Henry  Meyer,  Jos.  Morrison,  R. 
W.  Morris,  John  H.  Mever,  Jos.  C.  Mc- 
Graw,  Harry  Morris.  C.  Marsh,  Robt.  Me- 
William,  Meyer  Denker  Hoerig  Coal  Com- 
nany,  Benjamin  Marco,  Raleigh  Mills.  J.  D. 
Negley,  C.  W.  Norcross.  W.  F.  Purdy,  Mr. 
Palmer.  H.  W.  Rode,  G.  M.  Roden,  A.  F. 
Rice.  Fred  Rheinfrank.  Wm  C.  Relyea,  Gus. 
Robitzek,  Edwin  Robitzek.  Tohn  Rosenberg, 
Tr..  Fred  Sperry.  John  F  Schroeder,  Chas.  L. 
Smith.  Geo.  F.  Sinram.  F.  W.  Saward,  E.  Os¬ 
born  Smith,  H.  F.  Smith,  Roderick  Stephens, 
Dr.  Geo.  A.  Shepard,  Olin  J.  Stephens,  Peter 
J.  Stumof  D.  Smith,  G.  W.  Seiler,  Thos. 
Thedford,  F.  M.  Twomey,  James  Thedford, 
Robt.  Thedford.  Theodore  S.  Trimmer,  A.  B. 
Trimmer,  Jos.  W.  Vought,  Weber  Bunke  Lang 
Coal  Company,  Matthew  Wilson,  Edward  W. 
Wistler,  Weber  &  McLaughlin. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broadtop  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following 
statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported 


over  the  road  for 

the  week 

ending 

February 

15  and  previously  during  the 

year: 

Broad 

Cumber- 

Top  Coal 

land  Coa 

Total. 

Week  Feb.  15.  1908.  . 

12,672 

6,286 

18,968 

Cor.  week  in  1907... 

23.335 

10.463 

33,798 

Total  for  vear  190S.. 

83.509 

46.192 

129,701 

Cor.  period  in  1907.. 

139,280 

105,886 

245,166 

18,958 

Decrease  for  week  .  .  .  . 

14,839 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date . 

Decrease  to  date . 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes, 


Coal  companies  report  that  coal  is  now  mov¬ 
ing  from  mines  to  tide  more  nearly  to  schedule 
than  in  some  time  past. 

The  Treverton  Land  &  Coal  Company, 
Shamokin,  Pa.,  is  planning  to  erect  a  new 
coal  breaker  on  its  property  near  that  place. 

Rollin  H.  Wilbur,  vice  president  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  has  just 
undergone  a  successful  operation  for  appendi¬ 
citis. 

The  Cooke  works  will  be  made  headquarters 
for  the  American  Locomotive  Company  in 
Paterson.  This  plant  has  some  repair  orders 
from  the  Erie,  which  will  keep  it  running  for 
several  months. 

Saturday  was  a  bad  day  for  tows  on  the 
sound.  The  New  England  Transportation 
Company  lost  six  barges  loaded  with  4,800 
tons  of  coal,  while  the  Thames  Towboat 
Company  lost  three  barges,  also  coal  ladened. 

Grant  Emmons,  of  Black,  Field  &  Emmons, 
No.  1  Broadway,,  New  York,  spent  several 
days  of  last  week  duck  hunting  on  the  west 
shore  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Emmons  reports  that 
it  is  much  easier  to  kill  ducks  these  days  than 
to  sell  coal. 

It  is  announced  from  Paterson  that  the 
Rogers  Locomotive  Works,  a  branch  of  the 
American  Locomotive  Company,  will  shut 
down  on  March  1,  unless  new  orders  come  in 
in  the  meantime.  The  plant  is  now  working 
on  its  last  orders. 

The  Lee  Coal  Company  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Camden,  N.  J.  Its  object  is  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  mining  and  selling 
coal.  The  capital  stock  is  $100,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  A.  W.  Lee,  John  W.  Wrigley, 
William  McCormick  and  Lewis  Starr. 

Jagels  &  Beilis,  the  well  known  Jersey  City 
and  Hoboken  coal  dealers,  had  a  fire  in  their 
office  several  weeks  ago,  which  did  consider¬ 
able  damage.  The  blaze  was  caused  from 
faulty  insulation  of  electric  wires.  Fortunately 
the  books  and  record  of  the  company  were 
saved. 

The  large  boiler  house  at  the  West  Shenan¬ 
doah  colliery  was  burned  last  week.  The 
$1,000,000  breaker  adjoining  was  saved.  The 
destruction  of  the  boiler  house  compelled  the 
shutting  down  of  three  mines  temporarily,  the 
mines  affected  being  the  West  Shenandoah, 
Turkey  Run  and  Kohinoor. 

The  beefsteak  dinner  given  by  the  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association  of  New  York  was  such  a 
delightful  affair  that  the  suggestion  has  been 
made  that  the  New  York  coal  trade  should 
have  more  of  these  dinners  in  the  future.  The 
suggestion  that  a  dinner  at  one  of  the  down¬ 
town  restaurants  or  hotels,  with  timely 
speeches  by  some  well  informed  coal  men, 
would  be  in  order. 

Work  on  the  new  stripping  which  was 
started  a  few  weeks  ago  by  the  A.  S.  Van 
Wickle  estate,  operating  the  Coleraine  colliery, 
will  be  one  of  the  biggest  jobs  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  regions.  The  entire  mountain  will  be 
stripped  as  far  west  as  No.  9  slope,  near 
Janesville,  a  distance  of  two  miles.  There  is 
an  abundance  of  coal  on  the  tract,  and  when  it 
is  developed  it  will  considerably  increase  the 
output  at  the  breaker. 

The  hoisting  engine  of  the  Lance  colliery 
.of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company, 
which  has  been  in  service  for  a~-third  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  and  which  has  hoisted  millions  of  tons 
of  coal  since  it  was  put  in  place,  is  undergoing 
some  needed  repairs.  A  new  cylinder  is  being 
put  in  and  a  new  concrete  foundation  has  been 
installed.  '  When  the  operation  of  the  engine  is 
resumed  this  week  the  engineer  expects  to 
break  all  former  records. 

The  contract  for  the  new  breaker  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Company  at  Jeanesville  has 
been  awarded  to  Wheeler  &  Reilly,  of  Dor- 


rance,  Pa.,  and  work  will  be  commenced  this 
week.  It  is  said  that  it  will  take  a  year  to 
complete  the  breaker,  which  will  have  a  ca¬ 
pacity  of  800  cars  a  day.  The  foundation,  con¬ 
structed  of  cement  was  finished  several 
months  ago,  and  all  the  necessary  lumber  for 
the  plant  is  already  at  hand. 

The  Maine  Central  railroad  will  take  over 
the  management  of  the  Seaboard  Coal  Han¬ 
dling  Company,  which  has  unloaded  all  the 
coal  intended  for  shipment  over  the  Maine 
Central  lines  coming  by  vessel  into  Portland. 
Richard  E.  Bradley  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
plant  as  manager,  replacing  Arthur  S.  Bos- 
worth.  An  addition  of  1,000  feet  will  be  made 
to  the  old  Portland  and  Ogdensburg  wharf, 
also  other  extensive  improvements. 

It  is  shown  from  reports  issued  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  that  the  falling  off  in  the  freight 
movement  is  more  noticeable  in  the  -west¬ 
bound  traffic  than  on  the  east-bound.  On  the 
Pennsylvania  lines  the  west-bound  freight 
shows  a  decrease  of  about  thirty  per  cent, 
while  the  east-bound  traffic  shows  a  loss  oi 
about  nineteen  per  cent.  Generally,  railroad 
officials  do  not  expect  much  change  in  the 
traffic  situation  for  some  weeks  at  least. 

A  deal  has  been  consummated  whereby  the 
business  and  property  of  the  Kingston  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  of  Kingston  Pa.,  will  pass 
into  the  hands  of  the  Standard  Construction 
Company,,  of  Wilkesbarre.  The  new  owners 
of  the  Kingston  plant  will  make  many  addi¬ 
tions  and  improvements  to  it.  The  firm  has 
been  doing  a  general  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness  of  mine  and  breaker  machinery,  and  has 
developed  a  large  trade.  The  new  owners  will 
greatly  increase  the  capacity  and  efficiency  of 
the  plant  by  enlarging  it  and  installing  ma¬ 
chinery  of  greater  sizes.  « 

The  question  of  the  purchase  of  the  three 
new  steel  colliers  of  the  Massachusetts  Steam¬ 
ship  Company,  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  was 
not  decided  at  the  conference  held  in  Wash¬ 
ington  last  week,  owing  to  the  absence  from 
the  city  of  two  members  of  the  naval  affairs 
committee.  The  three  colliers,  which  are  now 
being  used  to  carry  coal  from  the  Southern 
ports  to  Boston,  make  only  twelve  knots  an 
hour,  while  some  of  the  committee  favor  the 
use  of  colliers  of  sixteen  knot  speed.  So  bit¬ 
ter  has  the  fight  over  the  collier  question 
grown  that  provision  for  them  was  not  made 
in  the  naval  appropriation  bill  reported  last- 
week.  A  bitter  wrangle  over  the  collier  ques¬ 
tion  is  anticipated  when  the  matter  comes  up 
for  consideration  in  the  house. 

On  Monday  morning,  twenty-eight  miners 
were  entombed  in  the  Midvalley  colliery,  near 
Mt.  Carmel,  Pa.  The  breaking  of  a  dam,  by 
a  flood  of  water,  caused  a  rush  of  water  and 
coal  into  a  gangway  in  which  the  men  were 
working,  and  they  were  cut  off  from  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  mine.  It  was  not  until  Tues¬ 
day  morning  that  they  were  liberated,  rescuers 
working  all  day  and  night  to  clear  away  the 
mud  and  coal  which  separated  the  miners  from 
liberty.  The  gangway  was  filled  for  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  350  feet,  so  that  the  work  of  the 
rescuing  party  was  herculean.  The  Midvalley 
plant  is  owned  by  J.  S.  Wentz,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  has  an  output  of  over  350,000  tons  an¬ 
nually.  This  product  is  sold  by  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Company. 

A  petition  in  bankruptcy  has  been  filed 
against  the  Amalgamated  Coal  Company,  of 
No.  90  West  street,  New  York,  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  creditors:  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  $8,680:  Frick  Coal  Mining  Company, 
$4,020,  and  Charles  Dunlop,  $100.  It  is  al¬ 
leged  that  the  company  while  insolvent,  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  W.  K.  Niver  Coal  Company  and 
its  receiver,  D.  T.  Price,  in  money  and  ac¬ 
counts,  $1,000:  and  to  Hite  &  Rafetto,  valu¬ 
able  contracts  and  other  properties.  Judge 
Hough  has  appointed  A.  C.  Coxe,  Jr.,  as  re¬ 


ceiver.  The  Amalgamated  Coal  Company  was 
incoroporated  in  February,  1906,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  of  $25,000,  succeeding  to  a  business  started 
the  year  previously.  It  had  offices  at  No.  1 
Broadway  until  last  summer,  when  it  removed 
to  the  eleventh  floor  of  the  West  Street 
building.  The  liabilities  of  the  company  are 
placed  at  $70,000,  with  assets  estimated  at 
about  $15,000.  Last  year  the  company  had  a 
large  bunkering  contract  for  the  Standard  Oil 
Company. 

Concerning  the  question  of  the  segregation 
of  the  railroads  from  their  coal  properties,  in 
compliance  with  the  Hepburn  act,  the  New 
York  Times  says:  “The  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railway  announces  its  complete  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  commands  of  the  Hepburn  act, 
that  no  railway  shall  own  coal  lands  whose 
products  it  transports.  The  method  is  sim¬ 
plicity  itself — the  railway  conveyed  the  lands 
to  its  shoreholders  as  individuals.  The  same 
person's  own  the  railway  and  the  coal  lands 
now  as  before,  and  the  letter  of  the  law  has 
been  obeyed.  The  vindication  of  the  majesty 
of  the  law  is  impressive,  and  we  await  with 
interest  the  effect  upon  the  price  of  coal  and 
the  rate  of  freight.  If  there  should  be  no 
results,  if  the  railway  should  still  sell  its  coal 
at  the  market  rates,  and  should  carry  freight 
at  the  schedule  rates,  as  before,  we  fear  that 
the  interest  in  the  working  of  the  law  will 
fade  away,  and  those  who  hoped  to  benefit 
from  the  lower  prices  by  statute  may  set  up 
a  cry  that  they  are  betrayed. 

Leading  New  Jersey  manufacturers  and 
members  of  the  Trenton  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  are  urging  the  legislature  of  that  state 
to  investigate  the  reasons  for  the  practical 
disuse  of  the  Delaware  &  Raritan  Canal.  On 
Tuesday  they  appeared  before  the  senate  com¬ 
mittee  on  railroads  and  canals  and  strongly 
advocated  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  offered 
by  Senator  Silzer,  providing  for  a  searching 
inquiry  into  the  management  of  the  canal, 
which,  all  of  the  speakers  declared,  was  against 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  state.  The 
Silzer  resolution  charges  that  this  canal,  one 
of  the  njost  important  waterways  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Delaware 
with  the  harbor  waters  of  New  York  city,  has 
fallen  into  a  state  of  innocuous  desuetude 
since  it  came  under  the  control  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad.  Many  towns  along  the 
canal  suffer  by  reason  of  the  disuse  of  the 
waterway,  and,  it  is  alleged,  that  high  freight 
rates  affect  the  growth  of  these  towns  by  rea¬ 
son  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  competition  by 
the  canal.  It  is  claimed  by  the  resolution, 
that  the  canal,  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to 
the  coal  fields  of  Pennsylvania,  forms  a  na¬ 
tural  outlet  by  which  coal  can  be  brought  very 
cheaply  into  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  to  tide¬ 
water.  A  large  part  of  the  cost  of  coal  to  the 
consumers  is  the  railroad  rates  charged  for 
transportation,  while  it  is  claimed  that  coal 
could  be  transported  by  water  at  one  fifth 
of  this  cost.  The  practical  abandonment  of 
the  canal  is  charged  to  be  due  to  the  action 
of  those  in  control  in  preventing  the  water¬ 
way  from  coming  in  competition  with  the 
Pennsylvania  and  other  railroads,  accomplish¬ 
ing  the  purpose  of  making  the  canal  rates  so 
burdensome  as  to  be  prohibitive,  and  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  boats  and  their  use  almost  prohibi¬ 
tive.  Mr.  Silzer  asks  that  a  committee  find 
out  if  the  rights  of  the  state  in  the  canal 
were  honestly  and  irrevocably  relinquished: 
and  if  not,  how  they  can  be  recovered  and 
how  and  upon  what  terms  the  canal  can  be 
retaken  by  the  state.  The  attorney  general  is 
urged  to  communicate  such  facts  as  are 
brought  out  by  the  investigation  to  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission.  The  canal  was 
built  in  1833,  and  was  leased  to  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  road  in  1871.  In  1870,  it  is  charged,  it 
carried  4,500,000  tons  of  freight,  while  the 
latest  report,  issued  by  the  Pennsylvania,  gives 
the  annual  tonnage  at  462,000. 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


;  What  Constitutes  “Carrying  on  Busi- 
1  ness”  in  State. — There  is  a  conflict  in 
'the  authorities  as  to  what  under  various 
regulating  statutes  is  “carrying  on  its 
business”  in  a  state  by  an  unauthorized 
'foreign  corporation.  The  weight  of 
authority,  however,  holds  the  supreme 
'court  of  Michigan,  says  (Nevens  vs. 
Worthington,  114  Northwestern  Re¬ 
porter,  404),  that  a  single  sale  of  goods 
or  a  single  business  transaction  by  such 
corporation  cannot  be  held  to  amount 
to  carrying  on  business  where  there  is 
no  purpose  to  do  any  further  business. 
In  a  New  York  case  it  was  said  :  “The 
crucial  test  in  doing  business  within 
the  meaning  of  the  statute  is  not  an  iso¬ 
lated  transaction  within  the  state  or 
the  transshipment  of  goods  from  the 
home  office  pursuant  to  orders  taken 
by  drummers  within  the  state,  but  it  is 
the  establishment  of  an  agency  or 
branch  office  within  our  state  limits.” 
The  court  does  not  find  that  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  this  definition  has  been  ques¬ 
tioned.  None  of  the  authorities  ques¬ 
tion  the  proposition  that,  if  the  acts  of 
a  foreign  corporation  in  coming  within 
the  state  amount  to  carrying  on  busi¬ 
ness,  such  corporation  must  conform 
with  the  requirements  of  statute  or  be 
subjected  to  its  penalties  and  restric¬ 
tions. 


Failure  to  Read  Not  Ground  for  Set- 
ting  Instrument  Aside. — Mere  failure  to 
read  a  deed  or  other  instrument  before 
signing  it,  by  a  person  who  is  able  to 
read  and  understand  it,  being  only  neg¬ 
ligence  of  the  injured  party,  not  im¬ 
porting  fraudulent  conduct  on  the  part 
of  him  who  obtains  the  benefit  of  it, 
the  supreme  court  of  appeals  of  West 
Virginia  holds  (Hale  vs.  Hale,  59 
Southeastern  Reporter,  1056),  is  not 
ground  for  setting  the  instrument  aside. 
Equity  never  relieves  a  party  from  his 
own  deliberate  acts,  done  with  full 
knowledge  of  the  facts.  But  failure  to 
read  an  instrument,  before  signing  it, 
does  not  bar  relief  therefrom  in  equity, 
on  the  ground  of  negligence  or  estoppel, 
when  the  circumstances  were,  such  as 
to  lead  the  party  to  believe  he  was  sign¬ 
ing  a  paper  of  entirely  different  char¬ 
acter. 


Rule  as  to  Construction  of  Contracts 
of  Guaranty. — The  rule  is,  the  appel¬ 
late  term  of  the  supreme  court  of  New 
York  says  (Marcus  vs.  Liebovitz,  107 
New  York  Supplement,  597),  that  a 
guarantor  is  entitled  to  stand  upon  the 
letter  of  his  contract,  and  his  undertak¬ 
ing  is  to  be  construed  strictly  in  his 
favor,  and  is  not  to  be  extended  by  im¬ 
plication  or  inference  beyond  the  scope 
of  its  terms.  The  guarantor  has  a  right 
to  insist  upon  a  strict  compliance  with 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  his  under¬ 
taking,  and  the  time  of  credit  must  be 
given  in  strict  conformity  with  the  guar¬ 
anty,  and  any  deviation  in  this  respect, 
however  small,  will  exonerate  the  guar¬ 
antor.  ’ 


Acceptance  of  Articles  Not  the  Ones 
Purchased. — The  1  aw  is  well  settled, 


the  court  of  appeals  of  Kentucky  says 
(Noel  &  McGinnis  vs.  Kauffman  Buggy 
Company,  106  Southwestern  Reporter, 
237),  that  if  the  purchaser  of  goods  ac¬ 
cepts  them,  or  retains  them  after  the  dis¬ 
covery  that  they  are  not  the  articles  pur¬ 
chased  and  fails  to  give  notice  within 
a  reasonable  time  that  he  declines  to 
receive  them,  or  exercises  ownership 
over  them,  he  cannot  thereafter  refuse 
to  pay  for  them.  No  oral  or  written 
agreement  to  accept  in  such  cases  is 
necessary.  A  party  who  receives  goods 
and  uses  them  as  his  own  necessarily 
accepts  them. 


A  Party  to  a  Contract  With  a  Cor¬ 
poration  Cannot  Question  Whether  It 
Was  Within  Its  Power  to  Make. — The 
question  of  the  character  of  business  a 
corporation  is  authorized  to  engage  in, 
the  supreme  court  of  Kansas  says 
(Harris  vs.  Independence  Gas  Com¬ 
pany,  92  Pacific  Reporter,  1123),  is  or¬ 
dinarily  a  matter  between  it  and  the 
state,  not  open  to  collateral  inquiry;  and 
one  who  has  entered  into  a  contract 
with  a  corporation,  which  is  otherwise 
unobjectionable,  cannot  maintain  an  ac¬ 
tion  for  its  cancellation,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  relates  to  a  transaction 
foreign  to  any  purpose  mentioned  in 
the  company’s  charter. 


Negligence  Will  Not  Be  Imputed 
From  Injury  Alone  Due  to  Defective 
Machinery. — Generally,  as  between  mas¬ 
ter  and  servant,  the  supreme  court  of 
appeals  of  West  Virginia  holds  (New- 
house  vs.  Kanawha  &  West  Virginia 
Railroad  Co.,  59  Southeastern  Reporter, 
1071),  negligence  will  not  be  imputed 
from  the  circumstance  alone  of  injury 
due  to  defective  machinery  or  appli¬ 
ances,  but  some  affirmative  acts  of  neg¬ 
ligence,  either  of  omission  or  commis¬ 
sion,  must  be  shown. 


Army  to  Develop  Mines. 

Washington,  February  20. — Capt. 
Hubert  L.  .Wigmore,  engineer  corps,  has 
been  detailed  for  temporary  duty  in 
the  office  of  the  quartermaster-general 
in  this  city  and  upon  the  completion  of 
this  duty  lie  will  proceed  to  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Islands  to  direct  the  development 
of  the  Bataan  coal  mines.  These  mines 
will  be  developed  by  the  quartermaster- 
general  of  the  army  in  order  to  provide 
coal  for  the  proposed  railway  system 
of  the  islands,  for  the  army  transport 
service  running  between  Manila  and  San 
Francisco,  and  for  manufacturing  and 
other  uses  in  Manila.  The  Bataan  coal 
is  cheaper  and  better  than  the  Japanese 
or  Australian  coal,  now  used  in  the 
islands. 

Capt.  Wigmore  made  an  investigation 
of  the  Bataan  coal  fields  in  1905,  and 
he  found  that  this  coal  was  satisfactory 
and  preferable  to  any  coal  then  used  in 
the  islands.  It  is  clean,  gives  little  ash 
and  does  not  clinker.  It  is  also  less  in¬ 
jurious  to  boiler  tubes  and  fire  grates 
than  Japanese  coal. 

The  Hocking  Valley  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  has  shown  its  faith  in  next  sum¬ 


mer’s  business  by  placing  an  order  for 
500  new  coal  cars  with  the  Ralston  Steel 
Car  Company,  of  this  city.  The  order 
is  for  early  delivery.  This  makes  5,000 
new  coal  cars  that  the  Hocking  Valley 
Company  has  had  built  at  this  concern 
within  the  last  year  or  two.  They  are 
mostly  fifty-ton  cars  and  are  used  in  re¬ 
placing  old  equipment  of  smaller  ca¬ 
pacity,  or  that  which  is  too  nearly  worn 
out  to  warrant  air-brake  improvement. 
This  class  of  rolling  stock,  amounting 
to  something  like  3,000  cars,  proved  a 
serious  handicap  during  the  last  car 
shortage,  as  it  could  not  go  past  junc¬ 
tion  points  and  other  railroads  entering 
Columbus  would  not  switch  it  in  this 
market. 


Middle  West  Production. 

In  Arkansas  the  coal  mining  in  1907 
was  to  a  considerable  extent  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  preceding  year.  There 
was,  however,  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  car  supply  of  most  of  the 
railroads.  During  January  and  a  part 
of  February  the  demand  was  strong 
and  prices  were  high,  but  this  demand 
was  satisfied  about  the  middle  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  and  during  the  following  four 
months  the  trade  was  exceedingly 
dull,  the  demand  for  railroad  use 
benig  the  only  outlet.  Activity  was 
resumed  later  in  the  year,  and  during 
the  months  of  October  and  November 
there  was  a  .good  demand.  With  sat¬ 
isfactory  prices  there  was  every  prom¬ 
ise  of  a  prosperous  winter,  but  by  the 
end  of  November  the  financial  flurry 
had  affected  the  conditions  through¬ 
out  the  territory  into '  which  the  coal 
is  sent,  and  the  demand  accordingly 
fell  off.  During  the  latter  part  of 
November  and  all  of  December  the 
business  was  almost  as  dull  as  in  the 
early  summer  except  for  the  demands 
of  the  railroads.  During  1907  com¬ 
plaint  was  made  before  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  by  operators 
in  the  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  fields 
asking  for  a  reduction  in  freight  rates 
to  Texas  and  Louisiana.  A  hearing 
was  held  at  South  McAlester  on  the 


19th  of  November,  and  the  matter  is 
now  before  the  Commission  for  de¬ 
cision. 

In  Texas  the  conditions  in  the 
bituminous  mines  were  about  the 
same  as  in  Arkansas  and  the  Indian 
Territory.  In  the  lignite  fields  it  is 
estimated  that  the  production  has 
shown  an  increase  of  about  ten  per 
cent  over  that  of  1906.  The  producers 
claim  that  the  freight  rates  are  urt fa¬ 
vorable  and  that  the  distance  to  which 
lignite  is  shipped  does  not  average 
much  more  than  100  miles.  Consider¬ 
able  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  securing  a  car  supply,  but  here,  as 
in  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory, 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  production  would 
have  been  increased  materially  with 
more  cars  because  of  the  fact  that  the 
labor  was  not  available  for  a  greater 
production. 

There  was  practically  no  change 
during  the  year  in  the  commercial 
relation  between  coal  and  oil.  The 
oil  production  in  Texas  remained 
about  the  same  throughout  the  year 
and  the  price  was  sufficiently  high  to 
enable  coal  to  compete  with  oil  except 
in  southern  Texas.  The  oil  fields  of 
Oklahoma  have  increased  their  produc¬ 
tion  greatly  during  the  past  year  be¬ 
cause  of  the  higher  quality  of  the 
oil  and  also  because  of  the  several 
pipe  lines  that  have  been  laid  from 
the  field  to  the  gulf  coast  and  to  the 
Atlantic  seabord  by  way  of  Whiting, 
Ind.,  and  it  is  not  anticipated  that  any 
large  proportion  will  be  used  for  fuel. 
Its  presence  will  serve,  however,  to 
some  extent  as  a  regulator  of  prices. 


The  Decatur  Ice  &  Coal  Company,  of 
Decatur,  Ala.,  held  its  annual  meeting 
of  stockholders  recently.  The  directors 
subsequently  elected  the  following  offi¬ 
cers:  J.  D.  Jervis,  president;  H.  B. 
Beard,  vice-president ;  W.  B.  Shackle¬ 
ford,  treasurer;  J.  W.  Jinkins,  secretary 
and  manager.  A  dividend  of  five  per 
cent  was  also  declared  as  well  as  author¬ 
izing  the  expenditure  of  $10,000  for 
doubling  the  capacity  of  the  plant. 


Cp  cowman  m,ner  and  shipper 

•  U>  DUlflVIHIl  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  "LOPEZ” 

“Buek  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing; 

“BUT  Vein  Lehigh”  “Beet”  Gas 

“Wllkea  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

Ant  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsvllle,  Latrobe,  Gallltsln  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  8T.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracitn  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

8UPPLIES 


Manufactured  by  the 
Sackctt  Screes  Co.,  Fre- 
donlc.N.  Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  is  price.  All  ohlomanta  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredocla,  N.Y. 
Wa  have  a#  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elaewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


COAL  FOR  SALE 

S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 

CHICACO  TOLEDO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  February  20.— 
( Special  Correspondence.) — A  rather 
featureless  market  has  prevailed  this 
week.  The  weather  has  not  been  severe 
enough  to  cause  any  flurry,  and  yet 
has  remained  sufficiently  seasonable  to 
prevent  a  slump.  The  price  of  $1.50  on 
domestic  lump  shows  a  tendency  to 
weakness,  and  there  is  some  talk  of 
another  reduction  as  a  retaliatory  meas¬ 
ure  against  shippers  who  are  accused 
of  not  keeping  good  faith  in  maintain¬ 
ing  prices.  It  is  not  believed,  however, 
that  this  step  will  be  taken,  but  that  in 
spite  of  price-cutting  the  existing  quo¬ 
tation  will  continue  throughout  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  season. 

The  increasing  probability  that  there 
will  be  a  suspension  of  mining  on  the 
first  of  April  seems  to  be  having  some 
little  effect.  Both  dealers  and  steam 
consumers  have  been  very  cautious  in 
placing  orders  beyond  current  needs,  in 
the  belief  that  prices  would  go  lower, 
but  are  now  beginning  to  sit  up  and  take 
notice  of  the  fact  that  the  time  is  grow¬ 
ing  short  before  the  expiration  of  the 
present  waa-e-scale.  It  would  be  no  sur¬ 
prise  if  the  market  became  suddenly 
strong  at  the  wind  up.  Run-of-mine 
is  bringing  from  95  cents  to  $1.15  and 
nut,  pea  and  slack  from  65  cents  to  75 
cents. 


Suspension  Probable. 

Operators  in  this  field  who  take  a 
leading  part  in  the  adjustment  of  af¬ 
fairs  between  capital  and  labor  in  the 
mining  industry  are  beginning  to  talk 
about  suspension.  The  statement  is 
made  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  thrash 
out  all  the  various  features  of  a  new 
wage  scale  before  the  old  one  expires. 
Following  the  meeting  of  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  operators  in  Columbus  last  week,  a 
committee  of  fifteen  of  their  number 
met  here  on  Monday,  with  the  osten¬ 
sible  purpose  of  securing  a  conference 
with  a  committee  from  the  Ohio  miners 
on  matters  pertaining  to  this  district. 
Such  action  was  in  accord  with  the  de¬ 
sire  of  the  operators  of  the  four  com¬ 
petitive  states  to  have  all  local  differ¬ 
ences  settled  before  the  general  meet¬ 
ing  in  Indianapolis  on  February  27, 
when  the  attempt  will  be  made  to  get 
together  on  the  joint  aweement  ques¬ 
tion.  '  The  miners  refused  to  meet  the 
operators  officially,  on  ,the  ground  that 
thev  had  no  authority  to  do  so  until 
the  wage  scale  had  been  passed  upon  at 
the  Indianapolis  gathering.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved,  however,  that  a  tacit  understand¬ 
ing  exists  as  to  what  conditions  each 
side  will  demand. 

No  reduction  in  scale,  it  is  claimed, 
will  be  insisted  upon  by  the  operators, 
although  a  tentative  demand  of  this 
kind  may  be  made.  One  of  the  import¬ 
ant  features  of  the  settlement,  so  far 
as  the  Hocking  district  is  concerned, 
will  be  the  operators’  insistence  upon  a 
penalty  for  failure  of  individual  groups 
of  miners  to  carry  out  the  full  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  terms  of  agreement,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  ultimately  be.  This  is 
regarded  as  the  only  effective  means  of 
preventing  petty  strikes,  which,  in  the 
aggregate,  cause  great  loss  to  operators. 
Another  point  to  be  held  out  for  is  the 
unquestioned  right  to  discharge  men  for 
loading  bone  coal  or  being  guilty  of 
other  acts  of  dishonesty. 

Some  reforms  will  also  be  demanded 
in  the  length  of  time  which  miners  shall 
wait  for  cars  upon  going  to  the  mines 
in  the  mornings,  and  in  the  abrogation, 
so  far  as  possible,  of  payment  for  frac¬ 


tional  days  for  which  the  miners  have 
rendered  no  equivalent  in  labor.  The 
operators  state  that  these  concessions 
will  save  them  a  great  amount  of  money 
in  the  course  of  the  vear  and  at  the 
same  time  will  increase,  rather  than 
diminish,  the  earnings  of  the  miners. 

Hocking  operators  are  looking  with 
some  uneasiness  upon  the  action  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  in  making  a 
ten  cents  per  ton  reduction  in  freight 
rate  from  the  Fairmount,  W.  Va.,  dis¬ 
trict.  Eastern  Ohio,  and  particularly 
the  Massillon  district  are  being  hard  hit 
by  this  move.  While  the  Hocking  dis¬ 
trict  is  not  affected  so  far,  should  other 
West  'Virginia  lines  make  a  similar  re¬ 
duction  the  results  here  would  be  dis¬ 
astrous.  With  the  differential  between 
West  Virginia  and  Hocking  coal  re¬ 
duced  from  twenty-five  cents  to  fifteen 
cents,  many  idle  mines  in  the  valley 
would  result.  This  bugaboo,  coming  at 
the  time  when  the  wage  scale  is  about 
to  be  taken  un,  complicates  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  makes  some  of  the  operators 
timid  over  entering  into  a  two  years’ 
agreement  on  the  price  of  mining. 


Want  to  Load  Cars. 

A  matter  of  unusual  interest  will  be 
heard  before  the  Ohio  Railroad  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  21st  inst.  The  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  Railway  Company  petitions 
the  commission  to  modify  the  car  ser¬ 
vice  rules  now  in  force,  so  that  the 
same  shall  not  apply  to  cars  placed  for 
loading  at  the  mines,  this  change  to  be 
of  temporary  force,  to  meet  present  un¬ 
usual  conditions. 

The  petition  states  that  due  to  the 
depression  and  mild  weather,  the  opera¬ 
tors  do  not  receive  enough  orders  to 
justify  them  in  starting  their  mines, 
but  if  they  could  load  a  full  day  and 
hold  the  cars  until  they  received  orders, 
without  being  compelled  to  pay  car  serv¬ 
ice  charges,  such  arrangement  would 
be  greatly  to  their  advantage.  The  ar¬ 
gument  is  made  that  if  the  car  service 
rules  are  waived  this  will  give  the  mines 
an  opportunity  to  run  possibly  two  days 
in  succession,  thus  giving  the  miners 
work. 

There  is  some  talk  of  a  lobby  of  op¬ 
erators  being  on  hand  to  oppose  tbe 
granting  of  this  privilege,  on  tbe  ground 
that  it  will  give  some  of  the  big  pro¬ 
ducers  an  advantage  in  loading  a  large 
number  of  cars  for  the  lake  trade.  It 
is  denied,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there 
is  any  such  object  in  view.  The  hear-' 
ing  is  expected  to  demonstrate  the  mer¬ 
its  of  the  whole  matter. 


Visit  Hocking  Deep  Mines. 

The  committee  on  mines  and  mining 
of  the  Ohio  legislature  started  on 
Thursday  for  a  visit  to  mines  in  the 
Hocking  valley,  for  the  purpose  of  gath¬ 
ering  information  that  will  be  of  serv¬ 
ice  in  passing  upon  mining  bills  that 
are  coming  before  the  committee  at  this 
session.  The  visitors  will  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  special  committee  of  opera¬ 
tors,  consisting  of  J.  W.  Blower,  of  the 
Hisylvania  Coal  Company.  Nicholas 
Monsarrat,  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany.  and  Con  Weitzel,  of  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company.  Among  the 
points  at  which  the  party  will  make  an 
examination  are  the  Johnson  mine  at 
Hocking  and  the  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany  mine  No.  211  at  Sugar  Creek. 
These  are  among  the  deepest  mines  in 
the  Hocking  Valley,  ranging  from  150 
to  250  feet.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  com¬ 


mittee  that  the  trip  to  the  valley  shall 
include  only  mines  of  this  character. 
Information  on  the  general  nature  of 
drift  mines  was  procured  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  on  a  recent  visit  to  the  Eastern 
Ohio  fields. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  C.  Fish,  of  the  Alpha  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Company,  Plymouth,  W.  Va.,  was 
in  the  city  on  Monday. 

J.  E.  Harrison,  a  well-known  jobber 
of  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  was  calling  upon 
the  coal  trade  here  last  week. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice-president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  made  a  trip 
to  Qeveland  and  Toledo  on  Wednes¬ 
day. 

D.  H.  Shank,  of  Shank  Bros.,  promi¬ 
nent  retail  dealers  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  was 
a  caller  at  Sunday  Creek  Company 
headquarters  on  Tuesday. 

E.  S.  McManigal,  of  the  New  York 
Coal  Company,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
relief  work  in  Columbus  for  the  Monon- 
gah  sufferers,  will  close  his  work  this 
week  and  forward  the  final  collections 
made  from  local  coal  men. 

Fred  Hatton,  formerly  secretary  of 
the  Middle  States  Coal  Company,  of 
this  city,  but  now  connected  with  a 
southern  railway  and  lumber  corpora¬ 
tion,  with  headquarters  at  Sanford, 
N.  C.,  was  in  Colpmbus  this  week. 

The  Hisylvania  Coal  Company  is  in 
receipt  of  a  memorial  card  from  one  of 
their  prominent  steam  customers,  the 
Findlay  Clay  Pot  Company,  announcing 
the  death  of  the  latter’s  general  man¬ 
ager,  Charles  Crispin,  who  was  well- 
known  to  the  coal  trade. 

A  copy  of  the  Mexican  Herald,  sent 
to  a  local  stockholder  in  the  Bankers’ 
Mining  &  Development  Company,  which 
has  mineral  and  coal  properties  at  Pa- 
chuca,  Mex.,  states  that  three  tons  of 
coal  have  been  shinned  to  the  State 
University  at  Columbus  for  analysis. 
Several  promoters  of  the  enterprise 
from  this  city  are  now  on  a  trip  to  the 
company’s  properties  in  Mexico. 

The  Middle  States  Coal  Company 
will  rebuild  its  Equitable  mine,  which 
was  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  in  the 
Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  territory,  on  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio.  Harry  Olmstead, 
president  of  the  company,  has  been  on 
the  property  during  the  past  week,  sup¬ 
ervising  the  work  of  receiving  mater¬ 
ials  and  getting  the  improvement  under 
way.  The  mine  has  a  daily  capacity 
of  500  tons. 

A  number  of  Columbus  Kokoals  will 
attend  the  big  koruskation  at  Cleveland 


on  March  6.  This  is  expected  to  be  the 
largest  affair,  in  the  number  initiated, 
ever  held  in  the  history  of  the  order. 
Imperial  Baron  C.  M.  Anderson,  of  the 
Anderson  Coal  Company,  Columbus, 
has  been  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to 
rouse  the  enthusiasm  of  Cleveland  coal 
men,  and  in  this  has  been  ablv  seconded 
by  J.  S.  Van  Epps,  local  skout  of  that 
city  To  the  latter  is  credited  the  very 
witty  announcement  of  the  event,  re¬ 
ceived  here  this  week.  Imperial  officers 
and  other  prominent  Kokoals  from  dif¬ 
ferent  cities  will  be  present. 

Last  week  the  Hisylvania  Coal  Com 
pany  held  its  annual  stockholders’  meet¬ 
ing,  at  which  the  following  officers 
were  re-elected :  President,  J.  H.  White, 
Pittsburgh ;  vice-president,  M.  Hop- 
wood,  Uniontown,  Pa. ;  secretary,  E.  P>. 
Graham,  Columbus ;  general  manager 
and  treasurer,  J.  W.  Blower,  Columbus ; 
superintendent  of  mines,  E.  N.  Blower, 
Trimble,  Ohio.  The  report  of  the  man¬ 
agement  showed  a  good  year’s  business, 
which  was  offset  in  part  bv  a  period  of 
four  months’  idleness  of  the  company’s 
big  mine  at  Trimble,  due  to  damage 
done  bv  the  flood  in  the  Hocking  valley- 
last  March.  The  equipment  of  this 
mine  was  almost  a  complete  loss.  The 
property  was  improved  at  large  expense, 
the  shaft  being  bricked  up  and  flood, 
gates  put  in,  so  as  to  prevent  future 
damage  from  this  cause.  During  the 
year  the  company  disposed  of  its  mine 
in  the  Pomeroy  field.  The  Columbus 
offices  will  continue  under  charge  of 
General  Manager  Blower  and  Secretary- 
Graham. 


As  a  result  of  the  railroads  being 
stocked  up,  with  no  storage  facilities, 
practically  all  of  the  big  coal  companies 
in  the  Barboursville,  Ky.,  territory  have 
ordered  a  reduction  in  their  working 
force  and  will  cut  down  the  output  about 
fifty  per  cent. 


The  mine  of  the  Summit  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  at  Flushing,  Ohio,  is  to  resume 
operations  in  the  near  future.  This  mine 
has  been  idle  for  overa  year,  and  a 
force  of  men  has  been  engaged  to  get  it 
in  order.  Two  hundred  men  will  be 
given  employment  at  this  operation 
when  activity  is  resumed. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 

Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Min*  31.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Sunday  Creek 
Company 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Tress. 

PRODUCERS 

Detroit  Office:  88-90  Griswold  Street 

H.  0.  Merideth,  Vlce-Pres. 

Miner*  end  Shipper* 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Superior  TKick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha  Splint 
Steam  and  Gas  Coal 

Our  Leader: — “Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

General  Offices: 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 

S.  A.  McManigal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V. 

P.  A.  P.  DeVennish,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 

.'iSTo.  8] 
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)lrectory  of  Mine  Operators  and  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Adver¬ 
tisements  appear  la  this 
Journal. 


CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  PAJ5 

I  Dickson  &  Eddy . •  •  •  •  • . 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  34 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 34 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  6 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  303  Dear¬ 
born  St . 34 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  9 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eld  ridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St .  10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  6 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 33 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  35 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn 

St .  34 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  10 

Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  9 

Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  40 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  36 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . 33 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 33 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  6 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  215 

Dearborn  St . .  . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  4 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  5 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  215  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  355  Dearborn  St. . .  7 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  2 

Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 

Chicago  .  7 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co . . .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  8 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke..  32 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  30 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Davis  C.  &  C.  Co .  9 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 


Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  3 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St .  34 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  32 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

.  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  35  Con¬ 
gress  St . 35 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St . 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg.  . .  80 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  82 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sundav  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Escanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA. 

Duluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  30 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 
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D„  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  35 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  33 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  5 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg .  33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  30 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg. —  5 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg -  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  32 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  34 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  35 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1  Broadway .  9 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Landstreet  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  33 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  30 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 
Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co.  —  6 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H„  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  5 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  37 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 

Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  &  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  35 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg.  .  34 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library .  35 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  32 

Howard  Colliery  Co . . .  5 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  30 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  35 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  32 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  5 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  86 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  88 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 

K.  &  O.  Fuel  Co .  36 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  38 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  16 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 
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Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  37 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  32 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 

x1  ENNSYL  VANIA. 

hUadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia  . 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greens burg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co....  32 

Nicoll,  B.,  &  Co.,  232  5th  Ave . 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 

o  bUD - 

Bowman,  C.  C .  37 

Phillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Reading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

'» ’lkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co..  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg . 30 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.  .  36 
Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co......  35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

'-ston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  38 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

T'utrmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

vauiee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 
Ave . 6 


North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co. 

Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  at.  88 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.,  20  King  St,  E .  37 


London —  ENGLAND.  page 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave - 10 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  P’uel  Co .  7 

CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 


The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa . . 4b 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  41 

Briquetting'  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co,  141  Broadway,  N  .  Y..  36 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  61 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  49 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Oltio .  43 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  33 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  111..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  49 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  44 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitta- 

burgh  .  41 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 44 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  42 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  41 
Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  33 
-oal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg . 40 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  46 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  18 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago . 44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York . 47 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  44 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Il(. .  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

-r  '=ci,ive  Agencies. 

Clark,  A.  M.,  Agency,  Chicago . 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III....  43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co'.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  50 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 


aes  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  39 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  40 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  45 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 45 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa . 46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . /A 

(Continued  on  Page  40) 
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Che  Black  Diamond 


Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  loumal  of 
its  kind. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr..  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gea’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

O*  MAHVIvANTD 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OK 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Cas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  &  420.  17  Ba-ttery  Place,  ...  IV  KW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


United  Coal  Company 

of  Pittsburgh/Penna 


Mines  on  Monongahela.  Reiver,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennaylvania  Railroad 


W •  overate  ovir  own  Individual  oara 


GENERAL  OPFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office.  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 
Youghio^henyGas  &S team  Coal 

Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  AA  A  I 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  \s\SMk 

Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Croat  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  anu  cturers  of  the  Ci ufnao^and^oundry  Use.  ^ 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

ATTMTC  AT*  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR  CLEVELAND 

AVBC.IN  I  O  M  I  TOLEDO  DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN  AKRON 


Mr.  CONSUMER 

Your  Contract  is  no  doubt  expiring  very  soon.  Con¬ 
tracts  made  with  us  are  being  RENEWED,  and  new 
“CONSUMERS”  being  added  daily.  This  shows  satis¬ 
factory  resultsobtained  on  our  “YOUCHIOCHENY  COAL” 
and  DELIVERIES. 

If  this  interests  you  and  you  need  a  No.  I  coal  ask 
your  neighbor  or  order  a  trial  car  from  us. 

THE  MONONCAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  CO. 

OFFICES 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


To.  8]  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


•W.  k.  FIELD,  President  and  Trea rarer.  E.  R.  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Auditor.  H.  S.  MEBTIN,  Cashier. 

XTbe  "Mew  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 

MINER.S  AND  SHIPPERS  OF. 

GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 

From  the  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 

GENERAL  OFFICES, 

50  E.  BROAD  ST.,  COLUMBUS,  O. 

SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Ports. 


MINES  : 

Powell's  Run  Nos.  1  and  3,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Greendale, 
Equator,  Kittanning. 


REGISTERED 

“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


Any  Coal  Man 
in  the  V.  S. 


Can  make  money  hand¬ 
ling  our  brands  of  coal, 
because  they  are  the 
kinds  that  always  get  the 
business  and  the  profits. 

A  finer  or  more  satisfac¬ 
tory  line  of  coals  than 
ours — 

Winifrede  Splint 

AND 

Diana  Hocking 

Are  not  mined  anywhere. 
Those  who  are  now 
handling  them  know 
this  even  better  than  we 
do,  and  so  will  you, 
once  you  try  them. 

For  anything  in  Coal 
or  Coke  at  lowest  prices, 
write  or  wire 

HOSTLER  COAL  4  COKE  CO. 

CHICAGO.  3 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
Internationa.  1  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  6,  Wire  Co. 

Chice-go  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co, 
In la.nd  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
r  year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
"Sample”  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very 
little  value  to  an  advertiser..  That 
is  one  reason  .why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address  - 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

41  Broadway.  1160-55  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittaburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  St. 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS 
HENRY  H.  ASHLEY 


CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

GEO.  A.  MoILROT 


PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sole  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 

Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

J  Broadway,  P«5W  YORK 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  Statea. 

Read  by  Bankers.  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM  r 
DOMESTIC  I 


COAL 


FAIRMONT — COKE 


FOUNDRY 

FURNACE 

CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRF,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives.  SANDERS  &  CO.,  LONDON 


A  TEXT-BOOK  OF  COAL  MINING 

HERBERT  W  HUGHES 

Revised  and  Enlarged.  694  illustrations.  563  pages.  8vo,  Cloth,  $7.00,  net. 


This  is  a  new  revised  edition,  and  the  size  of  the  volume  has 
been  increased  to  accommodate  the  new  matter  dealing  with 
compound  and  electrical-winding  engines  and  with  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  central  condensation  stations.  Nearly  two  hundred  illus¬ 
trations  have  been  added.  The  work  is  intended  for  colliery 


managers  and  all  who  desire  to  go  into  the  subject  exhaustively. 
Contents  —  Geology.  Coal.  Search  for  Coal.  Breaking 
Ground.  Sinking.  Preliminary  Operations.  Methods  of  Work¬ 
ing.  Hauling.  Winding.  Pumping.  Ventilation.  Lighting. 
Works  at  Surface.  Preparation  of  Coal  for  Market 


FOR  SALE  BY  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  STkanawhaAcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gan’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miners  rvnd  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  6  Co.,  No.  I  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Pa.)  Smokeless  Coals 

Office.  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TREA8. 


D.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER-KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD,  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1026-1627 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  FULTZ.  Mfr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1409-10 
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Larvdstreet  Coal  (Si  Coke  Co. 


Conducting  a 
General 


F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- -  BUSINESS - 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


Cabin  Creek  Splint 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas  and  New  River 


75  Mines  on  the  C.  &  O. 

.  and  K.  &  M.  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nuai  capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Ccal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec. -Trees. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 


Bituminous,  all  kinds 
Plttston  Anthracite 


Coal=Building  Material. 


211  GRAND  AVENUE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


All  Kinds 


DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


AGENTS  AND 
EXCLUSIVE  SHIPPERS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
‘Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 


it 


COVERED  WHARVES : 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee  ALL-RAIL  FACILIT1ES-CHICAG0 


Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 
3,000,000  Tons 


General  Office:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office:  Planklnton  Building  Chicago  Office:  Fisher  Building 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company, 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR.  THE  FAMOUS 


R.  S.  McVElGH.  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER.  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


PUR.E5T 

STEAM  — Absolutely  One  Quality  —  DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  oi  the  United  States  Coal  4  Oil  Ca. 
at  bolden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  oi  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  West  via  Chesapeake  £  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTrS  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

I 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway.  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


POCAHONTAS 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTER!* 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


C  B 
'POCAHONTAS" 
.^SMOKELESS, 

'fesCOAL^ 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Oar  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
gradiag  all  Steam  Fuel. 

C.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

la  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue!  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  1. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  Street,  Boston.  Mass.  " 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Caal 

Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 

Weave  Building,  Cincinnati.  Ohio, 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke.  V.. 

European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  renchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President 


C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President 


JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 


Crescent  Cofil  «£s  Mining  Company 

&oe  dearborn  street,  Chicago 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

—  COVERED  STORAGE,  SHIPPING.  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS’  YARDS -  -  ~ 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 

Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHR.ACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


Cincinnati  THE  c<  c>  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


CHICAGO 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  News,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO 


CENERAL  OFFICES 

BlflLCHNC  CHICAGO 


PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’I  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


trade  adhiralty  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 


(Established  I860) 


“r,oJ  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cinelnnatl,  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAQEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam.  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mine*  on  Cabin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Raiiwa_y. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 
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Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions ,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed .  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — Situation  as  traveling 

sales  agent;  young  man  28;  three 
years’  experience.  Address  Box  61, 
care  of  Black  Diamond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  —  Sales¬ 
man,  chief  clerk  or  manager  of  retail 
yard;  south  side  preferred.  Address 
Box  57,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Experienced  bookkeep¬ 
er  and  chief  clerk  for  southern  coal  of¬ 
fice.  Good  chance  for  advancement. 
Box  54,  care  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Reliable  Western 

wholesale  coal  firm  to  handle  the  out¬ 
put,  of  about  three  hundred  tons 
daily,  smokeless  coal.  Address  Smoke¬ 
less,  care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Thick  vein  Hocking 

coal  mine  in  operation.  Will  pur¬ 
chase  interest  or  outright.  Give  full, 
particulars.  Will  consider  good  coal 
land.  Box  48,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard.  Forty-seventh  street  and  VVa- 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


SECRET  SERVICE  OPERAT- 

ive  with  fifteen  years  practical 
experience  in  all  branches  of  mining, 
speaking  all  continental  languages,  is 
open  for  engagement.  Best  of  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  59,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


WEIGHM  ASTER  WANTED  — 

One  weighmaster  capable  of  handling 
1,500  tons  per  day.  Married  man  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary,  $70  per  month  to 
start.  Apply  “Weighmaster,”  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Ill.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 


WANTED  —  Yard  superintendent 

for  yard  on  northwest  side.  Must  be 
experienced  and  thoroughly  reliable. 
Highest  references  required.  Address 
Box  49,  care  of  The  Black  Diamond. 


MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac-  J 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE — Four  66-inch  x  20-foot 

H.  R.  T.  boilers;  sixty-four  4-inch 
tubes;  McClave  shaking  grates.  Last 
city  inspection  100  pounds  working 
pressure  allowed.  Must  be  sold  at 
once.  Box  51,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  mine, 

Ohio  river  district;  capacity  500  tons 
daily;  new  electric  equipment;  excel¬ 
lent  shipping  facilities;  bargain  for 
cash;  owner  will  retain  minority  in¬ 
terest  if  desired.  Address  Box  52,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — By  Illinois  operating 

company,  experienced  coal  salesman 
familiar  with  the  southern  trade. 
Good  opportunity  for  right  man.  Ref¬ 
erences  required.  Address  Box  58, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED— As  yard 

superintendent  or  weighmaster.  Best 
of  references.  Address  Box  62,  care  of 
The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


WANTED — First-class  coal  sales¬ 
man  that  has  an  established  trade 
through  the  south,  especially  upon  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  its 
branches.  To  the  right  man  will  be 
paid  the  right  salary.  None  but  those 
with  exceptional  references  and  ex¬ 
perience  will  be  considered.  Address 
C.  A.  Baker,  1406  U.  B.  building,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 


Specify 

nri 

“The  J 

Detroit'*  ^ 

Lubricator  J® 

Over  900,000  in  Iff 

USe#  £S 

IS 

Catalog  Free.  32 

Detroit  Lubricator  Company, 

DETROIT,  U.  S. 

A. 

Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
I  to  75  tons 

By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co  141  Broadway,  New  York 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  <&  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-80-35-40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sale*  Agents  )  Mills.  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


Fan  with  Inclined  Engine  on 
Cast  Iron  Pedestal. 


Steam  Driven 

MINE 

VENTILATING 

FANS 

For  Coal  Mines,  Etc. 

We  furnish  Fans  and  Engines 
combined  ;  or  Fan  with  Engine 
on  separate  foundation,  or  Fan 
alone,  as  shown. 

Manufactured  by 

BLAKESLEE  MANUFACTURING  CO. 
Du  Quoin,  Illinois,  D.  S.  A. 


200,000  TONS 


of  bituminous  coal  in  the  storage  system  installed 

for  the  Berwi  nd  =  White  Coal  Mining  Co., 

Superior,  Wis.  Write  for  details. 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA:  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry.  New  York:  299  Broadway  Chicago:  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave.  Pittsburgh:  1501  02  Park  Bldg.  Seattle:  410  New  York  Block 


IT  PAYS  TO  READ  AND  ADVERTISE  IN  OUR  WANT  COLUMN 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 

lOOAIv 


[Dickson  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


mr.  Coal  mine  Operator 


If  you  need  the  services  of  a  mine  manager, 
mine  superintendent,  pit  boss  or  a  mining 
engineer,  we  would  be  pleased  to  have  you 
communicate  with  us  as  we  have  some  of  the 
best  men  in  the  business  registered  with  us. 


If  you  can  fill  any  of  the  above  positions, 
we  can  place  you  without  much  difficulty,  as 
we  supply  men  for  a  large  number  of  the  coal 
operators  of  the  country. 

Address :  Registration  Bureau 

The  Black  Diamond 

Old  Colony  Building  Chicago 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser!. 
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PKALB,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


—  of  New  York,  Colliery  Owners. 

ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peale.  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Oen.  Mgr. 

J.  B.  Lumley,  Treasurer, 

H.  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy.  Mgr.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Snles  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS 


AND 


ANTHRACITE 


COAL 


nAYTOM.  OHIO 


'  10NC  DISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1982 

PECTON  bO'.O 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 

JNO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 

Mines  K.  &M.  Ry„  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


The  black  diamond  is  universally  recog¬ 
nized  AS  THE  LEADING  JOURNAL  OF  ITS 
CLASS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES.  ITS  EXTEN¬ 
SIVE  CIRCULATION  COVERS  EVERY  BRANCH  OFTHE 
COAL  INDUSTRY  EACH  WEEK. 


17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE- WATER  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  t 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 

Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  A  T 

Bituminous  V/V-iaI^ 

,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The  Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE8T  IMPROVED 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Seli«Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Mention  Tn  Black  Diamokb  when  wrttin  j  arfyertiaan. 
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D  elivery  of  Coal  D  uring  a  Blizzard. 


Consumers  Forget  to  Buy  Coal  Until  the  Snow  Appears,  Thus  Increasng  the  Dealers’  Burden — Pulling  Power  of  Horses 
Is  Reduced  and  the  Cost  of  Transportation  Is  Raised  Appreciably,  But  the  Consumer  Objects  to  Paying  Anything 
Additional  for  Untimely  Delivery — Wisdom  Suggests  the  Urging  of  Consumers  to  Lay  in  An  Additional  Supply 
When  the  Streets  Are  Open  to  Traffic. 


During  the  recent  blizzard  the  retail  dealers 
in  the  storm  zone  had  brought  home  to  them 
the  additional  cost  of  handling  coal  in  bad 
weather.  The  trade  realized  that  buyers,  cus¬ 
tomarily,  do  not  take  coal  until  the  conditions 
are  such  as  to  make  delivery  more  difficult;  that 
they  then  want  rush  shipments;  and  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  retailer  to  deliver  coal  quickly 
when  his  wagon  should  not  be  out  of  the  barn. 

By  way  of  illustration  the  recent  experience 
of  the  retail  trade  in  Chicago  is  both  significant 
and  important.  The  blizzard  struck  Chicago  on 
Tuesday,  February  18.  At  about  the  same  time 
a  severe  snowstorm,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  falling  tempera¬ 
ture,  visited  the  whole  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Mississippi,  Mis¬ 
souri  and  Ohio  rivers.  A 
few  days  before  that  the 
weather  was  as  mild  as  in 
spring.  During  that  time  a 
number  of  well  equipped 
Chicago  retail  yards  having 
an  abundance  of  wagons 
and  horses,  large  piles  of 
coal  in  storage  and  more 
standing  on  track  waiting  to 
be  unloaded,  were  hardly 
doing  anything  in  the  way 
of  deliveries.  A  dull  time 
seemed  to  have  settled  over 
the  retail  coal  trade.  In  an 
hour  the  whole  situation 
was  changed.  Snow  began 
to  fall  and  the  wind  in¬ 
crease  in  velocity.  Before 
sundown  it  was  practically 
impossible  for  any  kind  of 
traffic  to  move.  In  Chicago 
the  street  cars  took  from 
five  to  ten  times  as  long  to 
cover  a  given  distance  as 
normally.  Wagon  traffic 
was  practically  out  of  the 
question.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  the  streets  were  im¬ 
passable  to  teams.  In  some 
places,  on  the  south  side 
of  Chicago,  the  snowdrifts 
were  piled  five  and  six  feet 
high. 

As  might  naturally  be 
supposed,  taking  human  na¬ 
ture  into  consideration,  as  soon  as  the  snow 
covered  the  ground  attention  was  called  to  the 
scant  coal  supply  in  the  consumers’  bins.  Then 
the  orders  began  pouring  into  the  retail  yards. 
Before  ten  o’clock  the  next  morning  the  retail¬ 
ers  had  enough  business  to  keep  their  equip¬ 
ment  going  for  another  week.  Most  of  the 
orders  were  accompanied  by  the  requests  for 
immediate  delivery.  While  these  orders  were 
coming  in  by  mail,  personal  call  and  over  the 
telephone  a  glance  out  of  the  window  was  suf¬ 
ficient  to  tell  the  dealer  that  immediate  deliv¬ 
ery  was  an  absolute  impossibility.  In  a  few 
instances  the  dealers  sent  out  wagons,  which 
normally  carried  from  four  to  five  and  six  tons, 
with  only  one  or  two  tons  on  board.  By  noon, 
regardless  of  the  light  loads,  the  horses  were 
exhausted  and  had  to  be  put  into  the  barn.  It 
was  found  that  the  heavy  drifts  of  snow  and 
the  natural  incumbrances  had  reduced  the  pull¬ 
ing  power  of  the  horses  about  seventy-five  per 
cent.  Naturally  with  every  decrease  in  pulling 
power  there  was  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  cost  of  transportation. 

The  dealers  previously  were  reasonably  sure 


that  winter  was  not  over.  They  had  been  hold¬ 
ing  coal  in  storage  waiting  for  the  consumers 
to  come  and  buy.  They  had  every  reason  to 
exoect  that  the  consumers  would  look  out  for 
themselves  and  keep  coal  on  hand.  When  the 
orders  for  coal  came  piling  in  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the  blizzard  some  of  the  dealers  endeav¬ 
ored  to  charge  a  little  more  for  the  difficult  de¬ 
livery.  This  effort  was  met  with  strenuous 
opnosition  on  the  part  of  the  buyers.  In  New 
York,  where  the  dealers  understand  one  an¬ 
other  and  where  consumers  are  taught  to  get 
coal  in  when  the  weather  permits  delivery,  it  is 


Chicago  Streets  Blocked  by  Snow. 

a  regular  practice  to  charge  an  additional  fifty 
cents  a  ton  for  delivery  immediately  following 
a  heavy  snow  or  sleet  storm.  In  Chicago  an 
effort  on  the  part  of  some  retail  dealers  to 
charge  an  extra  twenty-five  cents  was  followed 
by  a  violent  protest. 

This  recital  of  conditions  in  Chicago  puts  up 
to  the  retail  trade  the  question:  What  plan  is 
the  best  to  avoid  making  these  emergency 
deliveries?  It  is  apparent  that  when  the  pull¬ 
ing  powers  of  a  team  is  cut  down  seventy-five 
per  cent  an  increase  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton 
in  the  price  of  coal  will  not  make  up  the  loss. 
In  the  second  place,  if  a  team  can  deliver  four 
tons  in  fair  weather  and  less  than  two  tons  in 
stormy  weather  the  power  of  the  company  to 
make  .deliveries  being  cut  down  fifty  per  cent, 
the  sales  will  ultimately  decrease  in  proportion. 

The  dealer,  however,  is  not  the  only  one  in¬ 
convenienced.  Instead  of  trying  to  give  the 
consumer  all  the  coal  ordered  the  dealer  gives 
him  a  half  ton  and  expects  to  make  more  com¬ 
plete  deliveries  later  on.  The  consumer,  in 
consequence,  is  uncertain  whether  he  is  going 
to  get  enough  coal,  whereas,  if  he  had  antici¬ 


pated  the  storm  and  had  bought  his  coal  a  little 
earlier,  there  would  hay.e  been  no  necessity  for 
any  uneasiness. 

Unquestionably  this  is  one  of  the  great  dis¬ 
orders  in  the  coal  trade.  Like  most  diseases,  it 
has  a  root  somewhere.  The  root  of  the  evil 
having  been  discovered,  the  remedy  should  be 
applied.  The  man  who  has  a  recurrence  of  hay 
fever  on  the  17th  of  August  each  year  knows 
that  unless  he  begins  to  take  precautions  at  the 
proper  time  he  is  going  to  be  bothered  until 
the  appearance  of  frost.  Every  sane  man 
knows  that,  in  winter,  the  weather  is  cold. 

With  cold  weather  there 
usually  comes  a  snowstorm. 
After  a  snowstorm  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  make  deliveries  of 
coal.  It  is  not  a  remedy  for 
the  retailers’  difficulties  to 
make  an  additional  charge 
for  emergency  deliveries.  It 
is  no  remedy  to  increase  the 
effectiveness  of  the  street 
cleaning  department.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  is  not  a  remedy  to 
wait  until  after  the  snow 
has  been  cleared  away  to 
make  deliveries. 

In  the  case  of  the  man 
with  the  hay  fever  he  begins 
to  apply  a  local  remedy 
along  in  May  or  June.  By 
the  17th  of  August  he  is  not 
bothered  by  the  recurrence 
of  his  malady  and  after  a 
few  years  his  disorder  dis¬ 
appears.  In  the  case  of  the 
retail  coal  dealer  the  only 
possible  remedy  is  to  begin 
,  early  in  the  fall  to  impor¬ 

tune  the  consumers  to  lav 
in  a  little  additional  coal 
%  against  the  appearance  of  a 

blizzard.  It  would  not  be  a 
bad  idea  for  every  retailer 
to  make  out  a  list  of  such 
customers  as  can  afford  to 
do  so  and  advise  them  to 
lay  in  an  additional  ton  of 
coal  over  and  above  their 
actual  immediate  require¬ 
ments  to  be  used  in  emer¬ 
gencies.  These  consumers 
should  be  advised  that  this  coal  be  kept  in 
storage  until  after  tlje  1st  of  April.  This  policy 
being  pursued  from  year  to  year,  an  increasing 
number  of  consumers  will  find  it  to  their  ad¬ 
vantage  to  follow  this  advice  and  the  burden  of 
the  dealer  will  be  lighter  in  the  future  when 
the  snowstorms  come. 


New  rules  governing  transportation  com¬ 
panies  in  placing  empty  cars  and  the  delivery 
of  freight  at  destination,  have  been  issued  by 
the  state  corporation  commission  of  Virginia, 
effective  March  15.  Under  these  rules  four 
days’  time  is  allowed  within  which  railroads 
must  furnish  shippers  with  cars.  The  ship¬ 
pers  must  give  this  notice  and  upon  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  railroad  to  comply  it  becomes  liable 
to  a  charge  of  one  dollar  per  car  per  day. 
The  railroads  are  also  required  to  move 
freight  in  their  possession  at  the  rate  of  not 
less  than  fifty  miles  in  each  twenty-four  hours. 
Failure  to  comply  with  this  rule  makes  the 
railroad  liable  to  a  charge  of  one  dollar  per 
car  per  day. 
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Advertising  a  Retail  Coal  Business. 


Advertising  a  retail  coal  business  is  admit 
tedly  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  industry.  In  the  first  place 
it  is  realized  that  the  retail  dealer,  in  a  small 
town,  does  not  make  an  enormous  amount  of 
money  out  of  his  trade  and,  consequently,  he 
has  not  a  very  large  sum  to  spend  on  adver¬ 
tising.  Again,  in  a  larger  town,  it  is  realized 
that  a  dealer  can  not  hope  to  make  deliveries 
all  over  a  great  big  city  and,  consequently,  it 


Black’s  Washed 
Coal 

will  give  satisfactory  results  in  your 
heating  stove  as  well  as  in  your  cook 
stove  or  furnace. 

It  feeds  steadily  and  economically, 
gives  out  an  intense  heat,  ourns  slow, 
leaves  no  clinkers  and  very  little  ashes. 

CALL  UP  PHONE  73 

Black  Coal  Co. 


is  difficult  for  him  to  get  full  value.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  a  dealer  does  not  care 
to  deliver  coal  more  than  three  miles  away 
from  his  yard.  In  a  larger  city,  if  he  adver¬ 
tised  a  single  yard  in  a  big  daily  newspaper  he 
would  have  to  pay  the  advertising  rate  for 
a  hundred  per  cent  of  the  circulation,  while 
he  could  only  hope  to  obtain  twenty  or  twenty 
five  per  cent  of  that  circulation  as  his  custom¬ 
ers. 

In  the  larger  town  it  is  a  question  of  paying 
a  big  advertising  rate  for  a  small  circulation. 
In  a  smaller  town  it  is  a  question  of  getting 
the  best  results  out  of  a  small  amount  of 
money. 

The  difficulties  being  understood  the  re¬ 
tailer  should  arrange  it  so  as  to  get  the  best 
possible  results  for  his  money.  The  difficul¬ 
ties  should  not  be  considered  insurmountable. 
The  advertisements  should  be  constructed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  give  the  best  possible  re¬ 
sults. 

Any  advertisement  to  be  effective  must  be 
so  arranged  as  to  attract  the  eye,  standing 
out  distinct  and  separate  from  all  the  other 
advertisements  on  the  page.  Any  retailer  can 
appreciate  this  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
look  over  his  daily  newspaper.  In  the  smaller 
towns  the  publishers,  unless  instructed  defin¬ 
itely,  may  unintentionally  nullify  a  dealers’ 
advertisement.  There  may  be,  in  a  single  col¬ 
umn,  an  advertisement  of  a  gent’s  furnishing 
store,  a  retail  drug  store,  a  dentist’s  office  and 
a  retail  coal  dealer.  In  the  next  column  there 
will  probably  be  another  conglomeration  of 
advertisements  and  about  the  only  thing  that 
will  distinguish  one  from  the  other  will  be 
the  names  at  the  bottom.  As  far  as  the  make¬ 
up  of  the  “ad”  is  concerned,  the  publisher 
might  as  well  be  putting  out  a  single  adver¬ 
tisement  of  one  big  department  store  doing 


business  in  all  those  particular  lines  of  trade. 

The  reason  for  this  is  very  plain.  Probably 
the  small  newspaper  has  one  printer  who  sets 
up  all  of  the  “ads.”  This  printer  has  his  own 
ideas  as  to  what  makes  up  an  attractive  ad¬ 
vertisement  and  he  makes  up  an  advertisement 
which  pleases  his  eye.  Under  ordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances  he  is  not  a  man  of  striking  orig¬ 
inality  and,  consequently,  all  advertisements, 
coming  from  all  the  different  quarters,  are 
poured  into  one  mould  and  cast  according  to 
one  man’s  idea.  Very  naturally  the  whole 
page  of  advertisements  will  have  a  remarkable 
similarity. 

Any  retail  coal  dealer  who  inserts  an  adver¬ 
tisement  under  these  circumstances  cuts  down 
the  value  of  his  “ad”  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  number  of  other  “ads”  which  accompany 
it  on  that  page.  “Preferred  space”  under  these 
circumstances  will  not  help  out  a  partical. 
The  man  who  is  responsible  for  getting  up 
the  advertising  for  the  retail  yard  should, 
consequently,  get  a  design  of  his  own  and  a 
display  of  type  all  of  his  own  and  insist  that 
this  should  be  used. 


Coal  Prices  Lower 

the  price  of  anthracite  coal  has  been 
reduced  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  April 
delivery.  We  would  advise  you  to 
put  in  your  next  winter’s  supply  as 
the  price  is  sure  to  be  raised  back 
to  the  old  figure. 

Order  your  coal  now  and  save  fifty 
cents  per  ton  on  your  next  coal  bill. 

White  Coal  Co. 


In  drawing  an  advertisement  the  first  thing 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  buyer  to  is  the 
fact  that  it  is  coal  which  is  for  sale.  No 
buyer  will  be  attracted  unless  he  is  interested 
in  the  subject.  If  he  is  interested  in  the  sub¬ 
ject,  having  it  called  to  his  attention,  natur¬ 
ally  directs  his  mind  to  the  man  who  is  doing 
the  advertising.  Thus  coal  in  general  or  some 
particular  grade  of  coal  should  be  featured  in 
big  type.  After  the  attention  has  been  drawn 
especially  to  the  commodity  to  be  sold  it  is 
sometimes  advisable  to  say  a  few  things  about 
the  quality,  not  in  a  general  way,  but  speecif- 
ically.  Anybody  can  make  a’  general  statement 
but  it  requires  a  man  who  knows  his  busi¬ 
ness  thoroughly  to  make  a  specific  statement 
tersely  that  will  attract  attention.  After  the 
quality  of  the  coal  has  been  properly  presented 
then  insert  a  word  or  two  as  to  service. 

Such  an  advertisement  need  not  occupy  more 
than  two  or  three  inches,  single  column,  of 
space,  although  the  most  attractive  advertise¬ 
ments  require  from  three  to  five.  At  the  rate 
charged  by  newspapers  in  the  small  towns 
even  a  five-inch  advertisement  will  not  require 
the  profit  from  a  single  ton  of  coal.  If  an  ad¬ 


vertisement  will  not  draw  more  new  business 
than  that  there  is 'something  wrong  with  the 
publication. 

In  order  to  present  some  of  the  forms  of 
advertising  which  could  be  used  to  advantage 
by  the  retail  dealer  The  Black  Diamond  pre¬ 
sents  herewith  a  number  of  samples  of  re¬ 
tail  “ads”  which  would  be  attractive  in  local 
publications.  It  will  be  seen  that  each  one  of 
them  has  some  distinguishing  feature.  Any 
retailer  who  is  planning  to  use  any  one  of  the 
advertisements,  which  appear  in  this  paper 
from  time  to  time,  will  do  well  to  adopt  this 
practice:  Clip  out  the  advertisement  which  is 
attractive  and  paste  it  on  the  advertising  page 
of  his  local  daily.  The  dealer  will  then  be 
able  to  see  about  what  the  affect  will  be  when 
that  advertisement  is  inserted  in  the  publica¬ 
tion  in  question.  It  is  impossible  for  The 
Black  Diamond  to  present  any  one  advertise¬ 
ment  which  will  do  in  all  particular  instances. 
The  retailer  must,  in  consequence,  make  the 
selection  that  will  suit  his  purposes  best.  If 
one  advertisement  does  not  stand  out  as  dis¬ 
tinctive  from  all  of  the  others  printed  on  the 
advertising  page  of  the  local  daily,  it  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  best, not  to  try  to  use  that  one,  but 
select  some  other  which  is  different,  alto¬ 
gether,  in  type  affect,  from  all  of  the  “ads” 
appearing  on  that  page. 

The  more  the  retailer’s  “ad”  differs  from 
that  of  all  other  “ads”  the  more  it  will  attract 
attention.  If  it  has  attracted  attention  and 
has  directed  the  reader  to  the  advertisement  to 
the  commodity  for  sale  and  to  the  concern 
having  the  commodity  for  sale,  it  has  served 
its  purpose.  In  making  up  an  advertisement 
keep  this  one  thing  in  mind:  A  dry  goods 
store  is  entirely  different  from  a  barber  shop 
in  external  appearances;  the  barber  shop  is 
different  from  a  doctor’s  office  and  the  doctor’s 


Cleano  Coal 


pleases  every  one  in  the  house  from 
the  cook  to  the  head  of  the  family 
because  it  is  a  clean,  economical 
coal,  satisfactory  in  every  way.  We 

make  a  specialty  of  quick  delivery. 

Black  Coal  Co* 


office  is  entirely  different  from  a  coal  yard. 
So  each  different  industry  should  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  advertising  to  call  attention  dis¬ 
tinctly  to  the  peculiar  commodity  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  reader  is  to  be  called.  Any 
advertisement  which  serves  this  purpose  is  do¬ 
ing  good  work  for  the  man  who  employes  it 
and  any  advertisement  which  fails  to  serve  this 
purpose  is,  consequently,  falling  short  of  its 
mission. 
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RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association  of  Ohio 

RETAIL 

International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants 

Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association 

Eastern  and  Central  New  York  Merchants’  Association 

Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska 

Main  State  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association 

ASSOCIATION 

Merrimack  Valley  Re'failCoal  Dealers’  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association  of  the  New  England  States 
Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Association 

Missouri  and  Kansas  Coal  Dealers'  Association 

NEWS 

New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association  of  Texas 

Canadian  Coal  Association 

Rocky  Mountain  Coal  Men’s  Association 

„ 

Southeastern  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Asso.  of  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory. 

Virginia-Carolina  Coal  Dealers'  Association 

• 

The  Peoria  Meeting. 


The  mid-winter  meeting  of  the  Illinois  & 
Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
was  held  at  Peoria  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
of  this  week.  There  were  three  features  to 
this  meeting  of  more  than  usual  importance. 
One  was  the  report  of  Secretary  Lukens, 
which  contained  some  most  valuable  sugges¬ 
tions  to  the  retail  dealers  throughout  the 
country.  Another  was  the  discussion  headed 
by  L.  Waldo  Thompson,  of  Beloit,  who  con¬ 
ducted  a  round  table  on  Tuesday  morning. 
The  third  thing  was  the  koruskation,  which 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening.  While  the  last 
two  things  in  the  meeting  were  interesting, 
namely,  to  the  members  of  this  association 
or  to  those  who  attended  this  meeting,  the 
report  and  suggestions  of  Secretary  Lukens 
becomes  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
members  of  the  entire  trade.  The  following 
is  an  extract  taken  from  Mr.  Lukens’  report: 

“The  secretary  is  ready  and  willing  to  go 
to  any  city  or  town  in  Illinois  or  Wisconsin 
at  the  request  of  any  member,  at  any  time, 
to  help  in  forming  a  local,  city  or  county  or¬ 
ganization,  and  where  you  find  good  local 
organizations,  you  will  always  find  the  most 
prosperous  dealers.  As  an  illustration  of  the 
magical  efifect  of  harmony  brought  about 
through  a  local  association,  the  following  story 
which  is  based  upon  facts  may  be  of  some 
interest  and  value  to  the  dealers  present: 

“In  a  certain  town  in  one  of  the  middle 
western  states,  which,  for  the  purpose  of 
identification,  we  will  call  Joyville,  eight  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealers  gathered  one  evening  at  the 
home  of  Peter  Smith,  one  of  their  number,  in 
response  to  his  invitation.  There  were  John¬ 
son  and  Brown,  who  hadn’t  been  on  speaking 
terms  for  three  years;  also  Jackson  and  Peter 
son,  who,  judged  by  their  own  oft-repeated 
opinions  of  each  other,  wore  horns;  also  Schil¬ 
ler  and  White,  between  whom  competition  had 
reached  such  a  fierce  stage  that  both  were  ap¬ 
parently  trying  to  see  which  could  stand  the 
heaviest  loss  before  taking  the  sheriff  into 
partnership.  Clifton  was  also  there;  Clifton 
who  was  Smith’s  nearest  competitor,  located 
only  a  few  doors  away;  Clifton, .  who,  accord¬ 
ing  to-  Smith,  was  a  dog  in  the  manger,  refus¬ 
ing  to  sell  coal  at  a  profit  or  permit  any  one 
else  to  do  so.  This  was  also  Clifton’s  opinion 
of  Smith.  In  fact,  not  one  of  the  eight  dealers 
entertained  a  friendly  feeling  for  any  of  the 
others  up  to  one  week  previous  to  the  time 
Smith  sent  out  the  invitations  for  a  confer¬ 
ence. 

“Joyville  was  quite  a  good  sized  place,  and 
there  was  business  enough  for  all  of  the  eight 
dealers  to  make  a  decent  living.  Consumers 
had  been  known  to  visit  every  one  of  the 
eight  establishments  for  the  purpose  of  get¬ 
ting  the  dealers  to  bid  against  each  other  for 
certain  orders.  Nearly  always  they  were  suc¬ 
cessful,  buying  their  coal  at  about  the  dealer’s 
cost,  sometimes  at  less  than  cost.  Every 
dealer  was  to  blame  except  the  one  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  telling  you  about  it.  His  own 
skirts  were  clear,  for  he  had  never  cut  prices 
until  he  was  forced  to  do  so  by  the  offers 
made  to  his  customers  by  one  or  more  of  the 
other  seven.  He  could  not  allow  the  other 
fellows  to  get  the  lion’s  share  of  the  business, 
even  if  'he  had  to  sell  goods  without  profit. 
He  would  show  them  that  he  could  stand  the 
strain  as  long  as  they  could. 

“It  had  never  -occurred  to  any  one  of  the 
eight  that  the  stories  told  them  of  low  offers 
made  by  the  others  were  false.  When  a  con¬ 
sumer  told  Smith  that  he  could  beat  his  price 


over  at  Clifton’s,  Smith  replied  that  there 
wasn’t  any  dealer  in  the  town  who  could  sell 
coal  cheaper  than  he.  Then  he  proceeded  to 
prove  it  by  quoting  the  consumer  a  price  of 
fifteen  or  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  less  than 
the  one  he  claimed  to  have  been  offered  at 
Clifton’s.  So  it  went  week  by  week,  month  by 
month.  None  of  the  eight  deriving  even  a 
fair  living  from  his  business,  much  less  having 
something  for  a  rainy  day.  All  were  dis¬ 
posed  to  regard  the  coal  business  as  the  least 
profitable  in  the  whole  world  of  commerce. 

“But  here  they  were,  gathered  at  Smith’s 
house  for  a  ‘conference  on  trade  matters,’  as 
Smith  had  put  it  in  his  invitations.  It  came 
about  in  this  way:  Smith  and  Peterson  at¬ 
tended  the  convention  of  the  state  association 
of  coal  dealers  the  week  before,  for  the  first 
time.  There  they  had  a  heart  to  heart  talk 
on  the  conditions  of  business  in  Joyville.  Dur¬ 
ing  one  of  the  sessions  they  heard  dealers  tell 
how  the  conditions  in  their  respective  com¬ 
munities  had  been  improved  by  local  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  conditions  as  the  speakers  de¬ 
scribed  them  were  precisely  the  same  as  they 
were  in  Joyville.  Smith  and  Peterson  glanced 
sheepishly  at  each  other  frequently  during  the 
discussion.  It  had  begun  to  dawn  upon  them 
that  they  and  the  other  six  dealers  in  Joy¬ 
ville  were  not  overly  bright.  On  the  way 
home  they  decided  to  call  a  meeting,  though 
both  were  afraid  that  it  would  be  useless. 
Peterson  suggested  that  his  name  be  omitted 
from  the  call,  otherwise  Jackson  would  surely 
have  another  engagement  on  the  date  set  for 
the  conference.  Smith  felt  the  same  way  about 
Clifton,  but  was  willing  to  send  out  the  invi¬ 
tations.  To  Clifton  he  sent  a  formal  note  by 
his  bookkeeper. 

“  ‘Tell  the  old  sinner  I  can  run  my  business 
without  any  help  from  him  or  any  other 
dealer,’  said  Clifton,  throwing  the  note  in  the 
waste-basket. 

“Smith  felt  the  insult  keenly.  He  called 
Peterson  on  the  ’phone  and  told  him  what  Clif¬ 
ton  had  said.  ‘I  shall  recall  the  other  invita¬ 
tions,’  he  said.  ‘Don’t,’  replied  Peterson,  ‘go 
and  have  a  talk  with  Clifton.  I  swallowed 
my  pride  this  morning  and  visited  Jackson  to 
see  what  he  thought  of  the  scheme.  He  is 
somewhat  skeptical,  but  willing  to  try  it.’ 

“Smith,  thoroughly  enthused  over  the  prop¬ 
osition,  decided  to  act  on  Peterson’s  advice. 
Clifton  received  him  coldly,  but  politely  and 
listened  interestedly  while  Smith  repeated  some 
of  the  things  he  had  heard  at  the  convention. 

“‘That  sounds  good  to  me,’  he  said,  when 
Smith  had  finished.  ‘I’ll  come.  I  also  want  to 
beg  your  pardon  for  the  rude  reply  I  sent  to 
you  by  Harry.  I  did  not  fully  understand  the 
proposition.’ 

“There  was  not  a  great  deal  of  cordiality 
in  the  greetings  of  the  dealers  as  they  gath¬ 
ered  at  Smith’s  house,  although  Smith  did  his 
best  to  show  that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned 
the  past  was  forgotten,  and  after  he  had 
passed  around  the  cigars,  and  told  a  funny 
story,  the  atmosphere  cleared  perceptibly. 
Then  Smith  and  Peterson  in  turn  repeated 
what  they  had  heard  at  the  convention,  con¬ 
cluding  with  the  opinion  that  a  local  associa¬ 
tion  was  just  what  the  dealers  of  Joyville 
needed  to  rescue  their  trade  from  the  slough 
of  loss. 

“  ‘Do  you  mean  an  association  to  regulate 
prices?’  asked  Brown. 

“  ‘In  a  way,  yes,’  replied  Smith,  ‘but  not  in 
the  manner  you  probably  have  in  mind.’ 

“  ‘There’s  nothing  to  it  unless  we  can  fix  up 
a  schedule  of  prices,’  growled  Johnson. 

“  ‘But  that’s  contrary  to  the  law,’  said  Pet¬ 


erson.  ‘That  point  was  made  very  clear  by 
the  talk  we  heard  at  the  convention.’ 

“  ‘There’s  no  use  talking  of  a  price  sched¬ 
ule,’  said  Brown.  ‘I  know  it  is  unlawful  and 
that  settles  it  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.’ 

“  ‘Me  too,’  exclaimed  Schiller;  ‘but  what 
good  can  we  do  for  ourselves  without  it?’ 

“‘Well,’  replied  Smith,  ‘we  have  made  a 
start  by  getting  together  tonight.  Suppose 
instead  of  agreeing  on  prices  we  make  some 
arrangements  covering  other  things.’ 

“  ‘Suppose  we  agree  that  we  will  have  con¬ 
fidence  in  each  other  that  we  will  not  believe 
every  story  of  cut  prices  brought  to  us  by  the 
consumer;  that  we  will  telephone  each  other 
and  ascertain  whether  or  not  a  consumer  is 
telling  the  truth  when  he  reports  an  exces¬ 
sively  low  offer.’ 

“  ‘Suppose  we  agree  to  quit  soliciting 
through  a  personal  canvass,  either  by  our¬ 
selves  or  employees,  and  thus  rid  ourselves 
of  unnecessary  obligations  which  we  put  our¬ 
selves  under  to  all  patrons  from  whom  we  so¬ 
licit  trade  in  this  way,  besides  cutting  out  an 
unnecessary  expense.’ 

“  ‘Suppose  we  agree  to  exchange  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  financial  standing  of  ap¬ 
plicants  for  credit  with  whom  all  are  not  ac¬ 
quainted;  in  other  words,  maintain  a  sort  of 
credit  information  bureau.’ 

“  ‘Suppose  we  agree  to  meet  once  a  month 
or  oftener  and  talk  over  the  situation  heart 
to  heart.’ 

‘“In  short,  suppose  we  agree  to  stand 
shoulder  to  shouder  and  fight  the  common 
enemy  instead  of  fighting  among  ourselves; 
do  you  doubt  that  we  will  get  better  prices 
and  make  our  business  more  agreeable  as  well 
as  more  profitable?’ 

“‘You’ve  struck  the  right  lead,’  said  White. 
‘When  I  agreed  to  attend  this  meeting  I  sup¬ 
posed  of  course,  it  meant  regulation  of  prices 
by  an  agreement  and  I  made  up  a  schedule 
by  way  of  suggestion.  Now  that  I  have  seen 
that  an  agreement  would  be  unlawful,  maybe 
you  think  I  wasted  my  time  in  getting  up  this 
list.  Well,  I  didn’t,  for,  gentlemen,  here  (wav¬ 
ing  a  sheet  of  paper)  are  my  prices  after  to¬ 
day.  We  may  organize  an  association  before 
we  leave  here  tonight,  or  we  may  break  up  in 
a  row,  but  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  the  day 
of  giving  away  coal  is  past.  I  propose  to  sell 
at  these  prices  or  not  at  all,  regardless  of  what 
the  rest  of  you  do.  If  the  rest  of  you  prevent 
me  from  getting  these  prices  I  will  drop  out 
and  leave  the  field  to  you.  I  can  make  more 
money  loafing  than  any  of  us  has  made  in  the 
past  year.’ 

“  ‘Let’s  see  that  list,”  requested  Brown. 

“  ‘I  want  all  of  you  to  make  a  copy  of  it,’ 
reolied  White,  ‘and  if  any  consumer  tells  you 
that  White  has  offered  him  any  kind  or  grade 
of  coal  at  less  than  the  price  shown  on  this 
list,  you  can  bet  a  ton  of  anthracite  against  a 
pound  of  screenings  that  it  isn’t  true.  You 
needn’t  bother  to  telephone  unless  you  want 
to  talk  about  something  else.  Just  consult  the 
list.  That  will  be  just  the  same  as  talking  to 
White.  These  are  my  prices  and  they’re  uni¬ 
form.  There’s  to  be  no  discrimination  in  my 
establishment  hereafter.  Every  customer  will 
pay  the  same  price.’ 

“By  this  time  everybody  was  enthused  and 
the  question  brought  forth  a  chorus  of  af¬ 
firmatives.  Within  the  next  half  hour  the 
Joyville  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  was 
launched  with  Smith  as  president  and  Peter¬ 
son  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  meeting 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  for  the  purpose  of  considering  various 
suggestions  that  had  been  made.  It  was  de¬ 
cided  to  meet  once  a  month  or  oftener  on  the 
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call  of  the  president.  After  partaking  of  an 
appetizing  lunch,  prepared  by  Mrs.  Smith,  the 
dealers  went  their  several  ways. 

“  ‘Well,  how  did  it  work  out,’  asked  the 
president  of  the  state  association,  after  Smith 
had  finished  telling  the  foregoing  story  at  the 
next  convention. 

“  ‘Much  better  than  any  of  us  hoped  for,’ 
replied  Smith.  ‘All  of  us  have  made  money 
this  year,  more  than  we  have  made  in  the  last 
four  years  put  together.  We  sold  just  as  much 
coal  as  we  would  under  the  old  conditions,  too. 
That  local  organization  is  the  best  thing  that 
ever  happened  down  our  way  as  far  as  the 
retail  coal  business  is  concerned.  We  don’t 
see  how  we  got  along  without  it;  and  we  have 
to  thank  the  state  association  for  these  re¬ 
sults.’ 

“‘How  about  White’s  list?’  demanded  a 
dealer  in  the  rear  of  the  hall. 

“‘He  was  as  good  as  his  word,’  replied 
Smith.  ‘And  not  wishing  to  drive  so  good  a 
man  out  of  business  we  did  not  try  to  prevent 
him  from  obtaining  his  prices.’ 

“  ‘What  is  he  going  to  do  now  that  the 
prices  have  been  advanced?’  asked  another 
dealer. 

“‘Well,’  replied  Smith,  ‘White  told  me  the 
other  day  that  he  was  going  to  make  some 
changes  in  his  prices  and  if  any  of  us  cared 
to  see  the  nctv  list  he’d  bring  it  over  to  the 
next  meeting.’  ” 

It  is  declared  that  in  discussing  retail  sub¬ 
jects,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Beloit,  is  one  of  the 
best  informed  men  in  the  entire  trade.  For 
three  hours  on  Tuesday  morning  he  held  the 
retailers,  who  attended  this  meeting,  to  the 
closest  attention  to  every  detail.  It  has  been 
said  of  these  roundtable  discussions  by  Mr. 
Thompson  that  when  he  gets  through  every 
one  who  has  heard  him  has  information  at 
his  disposal  which  will  increase  the  size  of 
the  individual  bank  roll.  Those  who  heard 
the  discussion  on  Tuesday  morning  have  no 
doubt  of  the  accuracy  of  this  statement.  He 
took  up.  among  other  things,  profitable  side 
lines  for  the  retailer;  the  best  ways  of  making 
sales:  how  best  to  make  deliveries:  and  other 
kindred  questions.  He  had  a  way  of  asking 
ouestions  that  the  retailers  found  the  solu¬ 
tions  for  themselves. 

On  Monday  evening  there  was  a  banquet 
for  the  coal  men  of  Peoria  and  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation.  which  was  held  at  the  Creve  Coeur 
Club.  This  was  followed  bv  a  koruskation. 
which  was  under  the  auspices,  directly,  of 
William  R.  Coleman,  of  the  Clark  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  the  hustling  skout  for  central 
Illinois.  On  this  occasion  fourteen  new  mem¬ 
bers  were  added  to  the  order  Kokoal.  Tt  was 
not  intended  to  put  all  of  them  through  the 
initiation  ceremonies,  but  M.  F.  Danahev,  of 
Eureka,  Til.,  and  Jerry  McQuahl,  of  the  Clark 
Coal  8c  Coke  Company,  were  selected  to  ex- 
emnlifv  the  degree  work. 

Following  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  the  mem¬ 
bers  assembled  at  the  National  Hotel,  which 
was  the  headquarters  for  the  association  and 
where  the  meeting  was  held,  to  accept  an  in¬ 
vitation  from  Horace  Clark,  of  the  Clark  Coal 
8z  Coke  Company,  to  visit  the  modern  Empire 
mine  of  that  concern.  This  trip  was  enjoyed 
by  every  member  of  the  association  and  was 
one  of  the  big  features  of  the  mid-winter  con¬ 
vention. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  things  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  koruskation  of  the  Kokoals 
was  a  half  sheet  announcement,  issued  by  Mr. 
Coleman.  It  did  not  contain  the  ordinary 
mine  mule,  but  on  the  top  was  the  motto  of 
the  organization,  “Come  On  and  Lift,”  illus¬ 
trated  by  a  ballot  dancer  doing  that  stunt  to 
one  foot.  _On  the  other  side  was  this  an¬ 
nouncement,  “Koruskation  of  Kokoals  Kom- 
ing  Kwick.”  There  were  numerous  illustra¬ 
tions  among  which  were  a  bunch  of  Kokoals 
sitting  around  a  table  on  chairs,  butter  tubs, 
soap  boxes  and  what  not,  under  which  was 
the  motto,  “Smokeless  Cigars  on  the  House.” 
There  was  a  picture  of  a  mine  entry,  below 
which  was  printed,  “We  will  guarantee  to  turn 
you  loose  in  time  to  be  back  at  work  some 
time  next  winter.” 
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The  Coal  “Monopoly.” 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  New  York  has  been 
entertained  by  a  discussion  of  whether  the  coal 
trade  is  monopolized  in  New  York  City.  A  great 
deal  of  discussion  on  this  subject  has  been  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  New  York  Herald  and  some  of 
their  arguments  and  statements  have  been  an¬ 
swered  by  A.  F.  Rice,  commissioner  of  the  Coal 
Merchants’  Association  of  New  York.  A  part 
of  Mr.  Rice’s  statement  of  conditions  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“First,  as  to  price.  It  is  claimed  that  there  is 
an  unvarying  wholesale  price  and  one  absolutely 
fixed  retail  price  in  New  York  City.  To  my  cer¬ 
tain  knowledge  this  is  not  so.  The  wholesale  peo¬ 
ple  frequently  make  a  reduced  price  to  move 
coal  when  they  have  a  surplus  in  certain  sizes 
or  are  compelled  to  discharge  coal  at  the  ship¬ 
ping  ports  to  avoid  an  embargo  on  cars.  The 
retail  dealers  have  no  absolutely  fixed  price. 
There  are  different  prices  to  families,  coal  ped¬ 
dlers,  apartment  houses ;  and  these  prices  are  cut 
here  and  there  every  day  in  the  year.  I  am 
prepared  to  demonstrate  that  there  has  been 
no  uniform  retail  price  in  this  city  during  the  past 
year  and  to  prove  that,  on  a  certain  day  in  this 
month  of  February,  1908,  the  prices  ranged  from 
$6.25  to  $7.00  per  ton  delivered  for  the  same  kind 
of  family  coal.  I  am  sorry  that  such  is  so  often 
the  case,  for  I  believe  that  there  should  be 
one  price  for  all,  in  fairness  to  all.  By  what 
system  of  logic  do  the  people  who  demand  that 
the  railroads  shall  charge  one  unvarying  rate  of 
freight  on  the  same  commodity,  also  demand 
that  there  shall  be  a  dozen  different  prices  for  a 
ton  of  coal?  And  who  shall  say  what  the  retail 
price  of  coal  ought  to  be?  Should  there  be  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  establish  it?  Should 
it  be  left  to  the  consumers?  Or  should  the 
dealers  themselves  make  the  price  as  they  would 
if  they  were  selling  flour,  sugar  or  salt  herrings? 
Is  the  price  of  coal  too  high?  I  have  been  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  prices  here  for  twenty-five  years, 
and  I  never  saw  the  time  during  all  its  variations 
when  the  price  was  not  considered  exorbitant. 

“As  to  the  quality  of  coal  concerning  which 
so  much  has  been  said,  there  is  very  little  abso¬ 
lutely  poor  coal — in  the  domestic  sizes — coming 
to  this  market;  much  less  than  in  the  old  days 
when  scores  of  small  individual  operators  with 
ill-equipped  collieries  and  no  established  standard 
of  preparation  shipped  their  product  to  tide¬ 
water.  There  has  been  competition  of  the  keen¬ 
est  sort  between  the  coal  carrying  companies  to 
get  the  pick  of  the  trade,  and  the  quality  and 
preparation  of  coal  has  always  decided  which 
company  should  secure  the  cream  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  In  this  respect  the  coal  business  has  not 
been,  and  never  will  be,  different  from  any  other. 
It  does  not  pay  to  send  unmerchantable  coal  here. 
The  dealer  would  reject  it  in  two  minutes  by  the 
clock,  and  if  this  were  aften  repeated  he  would 
buy  elsewhere,  and  he  could  get  the  goods. 

“In  the  manufacturing  sizes — pea,  buckwheat, 
and  buckwheat  No.  2  and  No.  3,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  most  of  this  coal  is  the  re¬ 
covered  product  from  the  old  culm  banks  that 
are  being  worked  over  and  utilized.  There  is 
scarcely  sufficient  fresh-mined  coal  in  these 
smaller  sizes  to  make  it  worth  while  to  keep  it 
separate  from  the  other.  These  culm  banks  con¬ 
stitute  the  only  visible  supply  for  the  ever-in¬ 
creasing  demand  for  the  steam  sizes.  It  is  not 
as  good  as  fresh-mined  coal,  but  pray,  what  can 
the  dealer,  wholesale  or  retail,  do  to  improve  its 
quality,  and  where  will  the  consumer  find  his  fuel 
if  he  rejects  the  only  thing  to  be  had  in  the  mar¬ 
ket? 

The  end  of  this  culm  bank  coal  is  in  sight,  and 
when  it  is  gone  soft  coal  will  be  used  here  and 
New  York  will  become  a  second  Pittsburgh.  One 
might  almost  suspect  that  this  crusade  against 
anthracite  coal  has  been  started  by  those  who 
would  be  interested  to  see  the  bars  let  down  to 
soft  coal  on  this  city  where  the  laws  now  pre¬ 
clude  its  use. 

“It  has  been  complained  that  the  retail  dealer 
refuses  to  deliver  coal  very  far  outside  his  own 
neighborhood.  He  would  certainly  be  very  foolish 
to  do  otherwise,  unless  he  intended  to  put  him¬ 
self  out  of  business  by  doing  it  at  a  loss.  Even 
so,  the  territory  of  one  dealer  laps  on  to  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  others,  and  no  one  has  a  monopoly  of 


the  business.  One  has  but  to  watch  the  ferries 
to  see  coal  going  from  New  York  to  Brooklyn, 
or  from  Brooklyn,  Jersey  City  and  Hoboken  to 
New  York.  From  six  to  ten  dealers  compete 
for  the  business  in  every  block  in  this  city. 

“Why  howl  about  the  companies  refusing  to 
sell  coal  direct  to  the  consumer  in  car  lots?  They 
are  in  the  wholesale  business  and  their  points  of 
delivery  are  miles  away  in  New  Jersey.  As  well 
insist  that  the  wholesale  grocer  sell  starch  by  the 
package  or  the  wholesale  liquor  dealer  dispense 
his  wares  by  the  glass. 

“Years  ago  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company 
and  some  other  companies  established  yards  in 
this  city  and  sold  at  retail.  They  lost  money  and 
gave  it  up  as  a  bad  job.  What  would  the  aver¬ 
age  small  consumer  do  with  a  fifty-ton  steel  car 
if  he  had  it?  One  experience  of  that  sort  would 
be  enough  for  him,  after  he  had  paid  his  steve¬ 
dores,  watchman  and  shovelers  and  possibly  a 
demurrage  bill  on  the  car. 


Knoxville  Convention. 

A  meeting  of  the  operators  and  retail  coal 
merchants  of  Knoxville  was  held  last  Friday 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  ways  and  means 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  Southeastern  Re¬ 
tail  Coal  Merchants’  Association  and  the  Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  at  the  joint  convention  next  April.  J. 
D.  Raht,  of  the  Bituminous  Coal  Company,  of 
Knoxville,  was  elected  chairman  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment  committee.  He  will  act  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Ralph  Rogers,  of  the  Rogers  Coal 
Companv,  who  represents  the  retail  coal  mer¬ 
chants  to  make  this  convention  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  one.  On  behalf  of  the  members  of 
the  Kentucky  association  the  secretary  has 
thanked  the  Knoxville  operators  and  coal  mer¬ 
chants  for  showing  so  much  interest  in  the 
convention  and  he  assures  them  that  the' asso¬ 
ciation  feels  very  safe  in  such  good  hands. 

It  is  up  to  the  members  now  to  prepare  for 
the  coming  convention,  not  only  in  making  ar¬ 
rangements  to  be  present  themselves,  but  to 
use  their  influence  in  persuading  others  to  at¬ 
tend.  The  chances  are-  good  for  a  flat  reduced 
rate  over  all  railroads  and  from  present  pros¬ 
pects  this  Knoxville  convention  will  be  the 
largest  gathering  of  coal  men  that  the  South 
has  even  seen.  The  Kokoals  will  have  a  large 
koruskation. 

But  these  attractions  are  minor  to  the  great 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  meeting  retail 
coal  men  from  so  many  states.  The  South¬ 
eastern  association  includes  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Alabama  and 
Georgia.  When  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  are 
added  to  the  list  there  is  an  aggregation  of 
southern  states  which  cannot  be  excelled.  No 
up-to-date  retail  coal  man  can  afford  to  miss 
the  opportunity  of  meeting  so  many  men  in 
the  same  line  of  business,  discussing  with  them 
the  problems  of  the  retail  coal  trade  and  com¬ 
paring  ideas  on  the  subject. 


Next  Ohio  Convention, 


'I  he  time  for  holding  the  next  state  convention 
of  the  Wholesale  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Ohio  has  been  fixed  for  June  10th  and 
11th,  these  dates  having  been  just  decided  upon 
by  President  Voegele  and  Secretary  Johnston, 
to  whose  judgment  the  matter  was  referred  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  executive  board.  Colum¬ 
bus  had  already  been  chosen  as  the  meeting 
place.  The  convention  of  last  year,  held  in  that 
city,  was  the  most  successful  and  largely  at¬ 
tended  in  the  history  of  the  association,  'and 
there  is  a  widespread  sentiment  in  favor  of  going 
back  to  Columbus  again  this  year. 

President  Voegele,  accompanied  by  the  secre¬ 
tary,  paid  a  visit  to  Cleveland  on  February  20th 
and  21st,  and  through  arrangements  made  with 
Harry  Abies  of  the  Cuyahoga  Coal  Company,  the 
energetic  board  member  of  that  city,  had  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  meeting  with  a  number  of  the  prominent 
dealers  of  Cleveland.  This  resulted  in  securing 
fifteen  of  their  number  for  membership  in  the  as¬ 
sociation.  While  in  the  Ohio  metropolis  the  visit¬ 
ing  officials  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  Cleve¬ 
land  Coal  Club,  on  the  occasion  of  one  of  its  peri¬ 
odical  functions  at  the  luxurious  rooms  of  this 
fine  organization  in  the  Hollenden  Hotel. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago 


Coal  Trade. 


H.  M.  Ferguson,  of  the  Clinton  Coal  Company, 
Clinton,  Ind.,  was  one  of  the  visitors  to  the  Chi¬ 
cago  trade  this  week. 

In  the  municipal  court  recently  the  W.  B.  Stone 
Coal  '2l  Coke  Company  was  given  a  judgment 
against  the  Royal  Fuel  Company  for  $127.44. 
This  decision  was  rendered  on  Friday  of  last 
week. 

E.  L.  Booth,  second  vice-president  of  the 
Northwestern  Fuel  Company,  has  started  in  an 
eastern  trip  which  will  take  him  a  week  or  more, 
in  which  he  expects  to  visit  Cleveland,  Buffalo  and 
New  York  City. 

E.  H.  Irwin,  formerly  secretary  Consumers’ 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  with  mines  in  the  Carterville 
district  and  offices  in  the  Fisher  building,  has  sev¬ 
ered  his  connections  with  that  company.  It  is  Mr. 
Irwin’s  intention  to  take  a  vacation  before  becom¬ 
ing  actively  engaged  in  the  coal  business  again. 

J.  W.  Lowe,  of  the  Smith-Lowe  Coal  Company, 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  left  one  day  this 
week  for  Hot  Springs,  where  he  expects  to  re¬ 
main  for  some  little  time.  One  of  his  partners 
in  the  coal  business,  S.  J.  Patterson,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  has  been  at  Hot  Springs  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  and  Mr.  Lowe  went  there  to  join  him. 

W.  D.  Preston,  western  representative  of  M.  A. 
Hanna  Coal  Company,  Fisher  building,  returned 
on  Tuesday  from  a  visit  to  Montreal.  In  speak¬ 
ing  of  business  conditions  in  that  territory  he  m 
says  that  the  financial  reaction  in  the  United 
States  found  a  direct  counterpart  in  Canadian 
activity  and  that  business  was  quite  as  dull  in 
Montreal  and  other  Canadian  points  as  it  is  in 
any  part'  of  the  United  States. 

E.  C.  Pratt,  northwestern  sales  agent  of  the 
Zeigler  Coal  Company,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  was 
one  of  the  callers  on  the  Chicago  trade  this 
week.  In  discussing  the  possibilities  of  labor 
troubles  this  year  Mr.  Pratt  said  to  keep  eyes 
on  the  fact  that  the  northwestern  coal  docks 
have  about  three  million  tons  still  on  hand  at 
northwestern  points.  This  may  have  a  possible 
influence  upon  the  action  of  the  western  oper¬ 
ators. 

It  is  announced  by  Col.  Dalzell,  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Company,  that  the  No.  2  mine  of  that 
concern  has  been  closed  down  for  the  time.  This 
does  not  mean  that  any  men  are  to  be  thrown  out 
of  employment,  but  rather  that  the  men  from  the 
No.  2  mine  will  be  transferred  to  the  other  mines 
where  they  have  been  working  short-handed.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  shift  will  not  entail  any  curtailment 
of  production,  but  merely  a  reduction  in  the  oper¬ 
ating  expenses. 

Harry  Molineaux,  for  many  years  identified 
with  the  bituminous  coal  trade  of  Chicago  and 
the  west,  has  allied  himself  with  the  Deep  Vein 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Old  Colony  building, 
as  manager  of  sales.  Probably  no  one  in  the 
trade  today  has  a  wider  knowledge  and  ac¬ 
quaintanceship  in  the  territory  tributary  to 
Chicago  than  Mr.  Molineaux.  His  many 
friends  will  bespeak  for  him  and  his  new  asso¬ 
ciates  the  maximum  of  success.  He  takes  up 
his  new  duties  March  2. 

The  announcement  was  made  this  week  by  the 
Illinois  Central  railroad  that  on  March  2  there 
will  be  an  auction  by  the  Illinois  Central  of  some 
twenty-nine  cars  of  all  sizes  of  Jupiter  coal,  this 
commodity  being  sold  to  pay  freight  charges  and 
demurrage  bills.  Some  of  this  coal  was  being 
offered  around  Chicago  within  the  week  and  had 
a  tendency  of  course  to  break  the  market  on  the 
DuQuoin  product.  Some  extraordinary  bar¬ 
gains  were  offered  before  the  coal  was  ultimately 
surrendered  to  the  railroad  company  by  the  ship¬ 
per. 

John  Cowman,  of  the  John  Cowman  Coal, 
Wood  &  Coke  Company,  No.  6876  South  Chicago 
avenue,  died  at  10  :30  o’clock  Thursday  evening  at 
the  Englewood  Union  Hospital  after  having  suf¬ 
fered  for  about  eight  days  with  cancer  of  the 
bowels.  Mr.  Cowman  was  sent  to  the  hospital  on 
Monday  night  and  was  operated  on  immediately. 

He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  South  Side  dealers. 


having  started  in  business  at  his  recent  location 
twenty-one  years  ago.  He  was  about  fifty  years 
of  age  and  is  surv.ived  by  a  wife  and  .three  chil¬ 
dren. 

Sydney  P.  Hostler  has  returned  from  a  month’s 
trip  to  old  Mexico.  While  in  the  southern  re¬ 
public  he  combined  business  with  pleasure,  tak¬ 
ing  a  month’s  outing  and  at  the  same  time  in¬ 
specting  some  silver  mines  along  the  western 
coast,  in  which  he  has  been  interested  for  some 
time.  Mr.  Hostler  declares  that  railroad  con¬ 
ditions  in  Mexico  are  not  such  as  would  warrant 
the  introduction  of  reciprocal  demurrage  just  yet 
and  consequently  he  saved  up  his  ammunition 
on  that  score  for  use  in  the  United  States.  His 
friends  in  Chicago  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  he 
had  seen  ground  for  the  introduction  of  this 
principle  President  Diaz  would  have  been  duly 
enlightened  in  a  proper  manner.  Since  his  atten¬ 
tion  was  not  diverted  by  any  need  to  preach  re¬ 
ciprocal  demurrage,  Mr.  Hostler  devoted  most 
of  his  time  to  a  study  of  the  ancient  architecture 
and  this  led  him  among  the  ruins  of  some  of  the 
most  magnificent  churches  on  this  continent.  It 
is  too  long  a  story  to  give  even  an  extract  of 
Mr.  Hostler’s  account  of  some  of  these  magnifi¬ 
cent  buildings  and  consequently  those  interested 
are  referred  to  the  gentleman  himself. 

On  Tuesday  of  this  week  those  who  are  in 
favor  of  reciprocal  demurrage  had  a  treat  in  a 
visit  of  Judge  S.  H.  Cowan  of  Texas,  who  is  on 
his  way  to  Washington  to  advocate  the  passage 
of  the  Culberson-Smith  bill  and  the  Fulton  bill. 
Both  of  these  have  to  do  with  the  regulation  of 
railways,  one  concerning  itself  with  service  and 
the  other  with  rates.  Mr.  Cowan  was  stopping  at 
the  Grand  Pacific  and  was  invited  by  the  Chicago 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  to  appear  before  that 
body  and  deliver  an  address.  He  did  so,  expound¬ 
ing  the  merits  of  those  two  bills  to  some  length. 
The  shipping  interests,  principally  the  cattlemen 
of  the  southwest,  represented  by  Judge  Cowan, 
want  federal  enactment  which  will  prevent  the 
railroads  from  raising  the  rate  until  time  enough 
has  been  given  for  the  shippers  to  protest  and  a 
hearing  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion,  if  the  shippers  desire  to  complain.  The 
other  bill,  according  to  Judge  Cowan,  requires 
that  a  railroad  company,  in  accepting  goods  for 
transit,  must  move  those  goods,  except  under  cer¬ 
tain  conditions,  through  to  the  ultimate  destina¬ 
tion  in  the  car  in  which  they  are  originally  loaded. 
The  intention  of  this  is  to  force  the  railroads 
not  only  to  establish  through  rates  and  routes 
but  to  give  a  through  movement  of  cars.  Judge 
Cowan  so  impressed  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
with  his  remarks  that  L.  Rutter  made  a  motion 
that  the  association  send  a  delegation  to  Washing¬ 
ton  this  week  to  advocate  the  passage  of  these 
two  bills. 

On  Tuesday  of  this  week  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  held  its  regular  meeting  and 
some  matters  of  more  than  usual  importance 
came  up  for  consideration.  Among  other  things, 
the  attorney,  Mr.  Condon,  gave  an  opinion  on 
whether  a  railroad  company  could  be  compelled 
to  give  terminal  weights  and  whether  it  could  be 
held  for  any  shortage  as  shown  by  a  difference 
between  the  bill  of  lading  weights  and  the  actual 
terminal  weights.  In  the  abstract  it  was  his 
opinion  that  unless  the  conditions  were  altered  by 
a  definite  contract  the  railroad  could  be  held 
responsible  for  the  loss  of  any  goods  while  in 
its  possession.  He  said,  however,  that  cases  of 
this  kind  were  modified  by  individual  conditions 
and  it  would  be  impossible  to  render  a  decision 
to  cover  all  cases,  but  he  believed  that  with  a 
specific  case  a  decision  could  be  obtained  from 
the  courts  which  would  be  applicable  and  which 
would  establish  a  precedent  by  which  future 
transactions  with  railroads  would  be  much  sim¬ 
plified.  As  regards  compelling  the  railroad  to 
give  terminal  weights,  he  said  that  was  a  matter 
that  would  have  to  be  determined  entirely  by  the 
statute  and  entirely  by  whether  the  shipment 
was  intra  or  interstate.  Another  matter  taken 
up  by  the  association  was  the  incorporation  to 
limit  the  liability  of  individuals  who  are  officers 
or  members  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  association.  This  question  has  been  taken 


up  by  the  board  of  directors  and  proved  to  be  an 
important  subject  and  one  which  would  have  to  be 
given  careful  consideration  and  consequently  it 
had  been  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  the 
board  of  directors  with  full  power  to  act.  A 
report  of  this  committee  will  probably  be  made 
at  the  next  meeting,  at  which  time  the  form  of 
organization  will  be  decided  upon.  With  regard 
to  sending  a  committee  to  Washington  to  advo¬ 
cate  the  passage  of  the  Fulton  and  the  Culber¬ 
son-Smith  bills,  it  was  proposed  to  take  a  sub¬ 
scription  of  two  dollars  apiece  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  President  Robinson  and  Attorney  Con¬ 
don  and  defray  all  further  expenses  by  taking  the 
money  from  the  treasury.  President  Robinson 
was  of  the  opinion  that  other  mat.ters  of  a  local 
nature  requiring  the  expenditure  of  money  by  the 
association  were  of  more  importance  than  merely 
the  insistence  upon  the  passage  of  federal  laws 
and  he  recommended  that  the  subject  be  given 
careful  consideration  before  any  action  was  taken.  * 
Mr.  Robinson’s  ideas  were  finally  adopted  and 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  board  of  directors 
with  power  to  act.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of 
the  board  it  was  decided  that  Mr.  Robinson 
should  be  sent  to  Washington  to  represent  the 
association  and  he  will  start  east  early  in  the 
week. 


Lackawanna  Railroad. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  railroad  has  just  been  issued  and 
shows  the  largest  gross  receipts  in  the  history 
of  the  company,  the  balance  for  dividends  being 
equal  to  fifty-four  per  cent  on  the  common  stock. 
The  report  shows  earnings  from  coal  made  up  the 
largest  item  of  gross  receipts,  although  in  the 
matter  of  increased  earnings  the  miscellaneous 
freight  made  the  largest'  gain.  The  income  ac¬ 
count  shown  is  as  follows : 


Earnings — 

Coal . 

Miscellaneous  freight  . 

Passengers  . 

Mail  . 

Express  . 

Milk  . 

Ferries  . 

Miscellaneous  sources  . 

Total  earnings  . 

Expenses — - 

Maintenance  of  way  and  strs 
Maintenance  of  equipment.  . 

Conducting  trans . 

General  expenses  . 

Total  expenses  . 

Net  earnings  . 

Taxes  . 

Net  income  . 

Miscellaneous  income — - 

Interest  on  investments . 

Dividends  on  stocks . 

Interest  and  exchange . 

Coal  department  . 

Total  other  income . 

Total  income  . 

^Decrease. 


Increase 

.$14,361,416 

$1,458,564 

.  12,235,808 

1,893,385 

.  6,757,596 

540,972 

202,180 

*5,294 

741,800 

50,697 

786,654 

18,949 

.  1,223,309 

44,144 

955,709 

300,275 

.$37,264,473 

$4,301,593 

.$  4,974,888 

$  37,117 

.  3,731,082 

821,747 

.  12,254,278 

1,750,334 

579,491 

31,099 

.$21,539,739 

$2,640,297 

.$15,724,734 

$1,661,296 

.  1,349,700 

*223,300 

.$14,375,034 

$1,884,596 

.$  395,943 

$  104,344 

414,107 

*20,019 

130,184 

11,653 

.  4,224,920 

569,801 

.$  5,165,155 

$  665,780 

$19,540,189  $2,650,376 


Concerning  the  coal  trade  at  Hampton  Roads, 
a  report  says :  “There  has  been  little  change  in 
the  coal  situation  during  the  past  few  months  and 
only  the  concerns  that  have  contracts  are  doing 
any  business  to  speak  of.  The  amount  of  coal 
coming  to  tidewater  continues  in  excess  of  the 
demand,  and  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  yards  have 
a  great  deal  of  demurrage  coal,  although  the 
amount  is  not  as  great  as  it  was  a  few  weeks 
ago,  when  there  were  about  3,500  cars  in  the 
yard  awaiting  a  market.  Trade  on  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  coast  is  very  quiet  and  the  local  shippers 
find  it  difficult  to  dispose  of  the  coal  except  at  a 
sacrifice.  Coal,  it  is  understood,  has  sold  from 
$2.10  to  $2.60  per  ton,  which  is  the  lowest  figure 
■that  the  black  diamond  has  brought  for  some 
time.  As  low  as  60  cents  has  been  paid  for  char¬ 
ters  from  this  port  and  Norfolk  to  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  coast,  the  usual  price  this  time  of  the  year 
being  about  $1.10  per  ton.  Local  coal  agents  are; 
however,  of  the  opinion  that  the  trade  will  soon 
pick  up,  and  although  the  trade  is  not  in  sight 
it'  is  probable  that  more  coal  will  be  shipped  soon 
from  this  port  to  both  foreign  and  American 
ports.” 
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The  question  today  is  being  asked  on  all  sides: 

The  Summer  Will  there  be  a  strike  or  a  suspension  of  mine 
Trade  Outlook  activity  in  April?  Speaking  offhand,  and  in  no  wise 
attempting  an  ex  cathedra  communication,  we 
would  say  that  the  coal  mines  will  be  shut  down  for  at  least  a  part,  if 
not  all,  of  April. 

The  situation  is  exceedingly  complex.  The  deterrent  influences  to 
a  suspension  of  the  mines  are  the  facts  that  the  closing  of  the  union 
mines  would  increase  the  output  of  the  non-union  mines  and  further 
that  the  lake  dock  companies  have,  on  hand,  several  million  tons  of  coal 
which  would  be  sold,  in  the  western  markets,  to  the  exclusion  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana  coals.  On  the  other  hand,  the  dock  coals  will  become  a  fac¬ 
tor  whether  the  mines  suspend  or  not.  If  the  mines  do  not  suspend 
they  will  become  a  demoralizing  influence,  reducing  prices.  Again,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  last  summer  dealers  generally  stored  to  the 
limit  of  their  capacity  in  anticipation  of  a  coal  and  car  shortage.  The 
prices  they  were  paid  were  not  protected  after  the  appearance  of  the 
panic  and,  consequently,  they  suffered  a  heavy  loss.  No  human  persua¬ 
sion  will  prevail  to  cause  these  same  dealers  to  stock  up  again  this  com¬ 
ing  summer. 

Subtract  from  the  possible  market  for  coal  the  buying  for  storage 
and  add  to  the  market  supply  the  continued  activity  of  the  union  mines 
and  the  amounts  in  storage  at  the  docks  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  there 
will  be  such  a  plethora  of  coal  as  will  keep  down  spot  prices  all  during 
the  summer.  Moreover,  current  prices  will  govern  the  contract  prices 
for  next  winter.  Unless  there  is  some  check  to  production  the  surplus 
coal  will  reduce  the  market  value  and  profits.  All  of  this  can  be  offset 
by  a  suspension  of  the  union  mines  for  about  six  weeks  this  spring. 

Moreover,  the  mine  workers  have  not  had  an  interstate  agreement 
for  two  years.  On  April  1  they  change  administrations.  If  before  April 
1  the  interstate  agreement  is  restored  the  credit  will  go  to  the  old  presi¬ 
dent.  If  the  consummation  is  not  reached  until  after  April  1  the  credit 
will  go  to  the  new  president.  It  is  in  accordance  with  human  nature 
to  suppose  that  the  new  president  will  want  any  honor  which  might 
accrue  from  having  restored  the  interstate  agreement.  We  believe  that 
the  mines  will  be  closed  for  a  major  portion  of  April. 


The  mail  order  houses  are  engaged  in  a  fight  with 
Raising  an  Old  the  retail  coal  dealers’  associations.  In  their  effort 
Bogey  Man.  to  down  the  association,  and  consequently  to  drive 
the  retail  coal  dealer  out  of  business  the  mail  order 
houses  have  raised  aloft  an  old  bogey  man  to  scare  the  retail  dealer.  They 
declare  that,  through  pursuing  an  effort  to  relieve  the  trade  of  the  mail 
order  house,  the  association  will  lay  itself  liable  to  indictments. 

Of  course,  their  charge  is  not  true.  The  associations  are  taking  no 
illegal  stand,  even  though  they  expunge  the  mail  order  house  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Nevertheless  the  mail  order  house  is  using  this  as  a 
weapon  to  beat  down  the  energy  of  the  retail  association  and  to  deplete 


its  membership.  The  retail  dealers  should  realize  that  no  man  engaged 
in  the  conflict  adopts  extreme  measur.es  unless  there  is  an  extreme  need. 
The  attack  made  by  the  mail  order  house  indicates  its  weakened  posi¬ 
tion.  Moreover,  it  discloses  to  the  retail  dealer  its  zeal  to  remove  all 
obstructions  to  the  sale  of  coal  direct  to  the  consumer.  If  the  associa¬ 
tion  was  not  dangerous  to  the  mail  order  house  so  much  attention  would 
not  be  paid  to  it.  If  the  retail  dealer  was  not  a  menace  to  the  mail  or¬ 
der  house  no  effort  would  be  made  to  disrupt  the  associations.  The  re¬ 
tail  dealers  .want  to  remember  that  the  charge  against  the  association  is 
made  by  the  enemy  of  the  association  and  the  enemy  of  the  retail  coal 
dealer  for  personal  profit  and  for  a  continuation  of  personal  business. 
The  attacks  upon  the  associations  made  by  the  mail  order  houses  should 
therefore  become  the  occasion  for  the  rallying  of  all  the  retail  strength 
around  the  retail  associations.  No  cause  today  enlists  the  attention  and 
sympathy  of  the  retailer  more  than  this. 


The  game  of  graft  is  as  old  as  human  nature  and 

The  Game  the  end  of  the  game  always  comes  in  the  same  way 

of  Graft.  because  of  the  frailties  of  mankind.  Woolsey  said: 

“And  when  he  thinks,  ‘good  easy  man,’  full  surely 
his  greatness  is  a-ripening.  Then  comes  the  frost,  the  killing  frost,  and 
nips  his  root  and  then  he  falls  as  I  do.  And  when  he  falls  he  falls  like 
Lucifer,  never  to  hope  again.” 

The  course  of  graft  is  stealthy,  organized  and  extended,  comprehen¬ 
sive,  flagrant  and  reckless.  In  the  last  stage  the  enemies,  made  during 
the  evolution,  become  emboldened.  When  graft  becomes  reckless  these 
enemies  strike.  If  the  thieves  fall  out  among  themselves  and  get  to  quar¬ 
reling  over  the  division  of  the  spoils  their  ending  is  in  sight,  because 
the  old  enemies,  sinned  against,  take  advantage  of  such  circumstances  to 
bring  the  grafters  to  justice.  Where  the  game  of  graft  has  found  lodge¬ 
ment  in  the  city  administration  the  municipality  soon  has  upon  its  hands 
a  scandal  which  shocks  the  moral  sense  of  the  whole  people.  In  the  end 
the  nightmare  to  the  honest  business  man  is  removed  and,  without  graft, 
fair  play  once  more  is  enthroned. 

It  is  a  pity  that  human  nature  has  not  the  imagination  to  follow  the 
course  of  graft  to  its  logical  conclusion  and,  seeing  the  sure  ending,  keep 
hands  off  an  unclean  game. 


The  greatest  difficulty  with  the  coal  trade  in  gen- 
Conserving  the  eral  is  that  it  packs  its  wadding  too  tight  and  scat- 
Energy  ters  'ts  s^ot-  Comparatively  small  organizations  are 
inclined  to  attempt  the  solution  of  big  propositions. 
The  result  is  almost  as  disastrous  as  going  after  big  game  with  bird  shot. 

There  is  a  case  in  point  which  is  illustrative  and  significant.  The 
Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  with  a  limited  amount  of  money  at 
its  disposal,  with  big  local  problems  crying  for  a  solution,  and  with  its 
means  taxed  to  the  utmost,  listened  to  a  speech,  at  its  Tuesday  meeting, 
on  some  laws  now  before  congress.  One  member  rose  to  suggest  that 
the  association  send  a  representative  to  Washington  to  plead  for  the 
enactment  of  these  measures.  Ordinarily  such  an  action  would  be  logical 
and  desirable  because  the  aims  of  the  bills  are  in  keeping  with  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  Chicago  association.  But  it  was  left  out  of  consideration 
that,  before  a  congressional  committee,  no  one  is  heard  unless  he  has 
new  and  specific  data  to  present.  It  was  left  out  of  consideration  that, 
between  now  and  the  time  for  the  committee  meetings  next  week,  the 
Chicago  representatives  would  not  have  time  to  collect  any  such  data  and 
consequently  the  visit  would  be  practically  useless  while  the  association 
would  spend  from  $500  to  $700,  which  might  better  be  appropriated  to 
meet  strictly  local  needs. 

This  specific  incident  is  quoted  as  illustrating  a  general  principle. 
The  evils  of  the  coal  trade  are  so  numerous  and  so  deep-seated  it  will 
require  years  of  patient  work  and  the  expenditure  of  a  great  deal  of 
money  to  find  a  solution.  The  disposition  of  the  members  of  the  trade 
seems  to  be  to  plunge  from  a  partial  digestion  of  one  subject  into  the 
mastication  of  another  bigger  subject,  bolting  the  first.  The  end  unques¬ 
tionably  will  be  the  indigestion  of  the  whole  trade,  and  the  failure  to  ac¬ 
complish  any  definite  thing.  So  long  as  the  coal  trade  is  only  partially 
organized,  and  so  long  as  all  the  organizations  are  strictly  local,  their 
purposes  should  be  the  solution  of  local  questions. 

It  is  a  crying  shame  that  the  coal  trade  organizations  have  not  an 
effective  national  head.  There  is  an  ostensible  national  head  for  coal  or¬ 
ganizations,  but  its  presence  is  indicated  mostly  by  its  inactivity.  Until 
some  form  of  organization  is  devised  where  the  local  associations  can 
care  for  local  questions  and  help  defray  the  expense  of  a  national  cam¬ 
paign  by  a  national  organization,  the  coal  trade  will  be  imperfectly  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  halls  of  legislation. 
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Suspension  of  Mining  Seems  Inevitable. 


Bulletin,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  February  28, 
12  noon. —  ( Special  Telegram.) — The  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
and  the  operators  held  a  special  meeting  this 
morning  in  an  endeavor  to  arrive  at  a  decision 
to  call  a  general  conference  for  the  discussion 
of  a  wage  scale  and  conditions.  Up  to  noon  no 
action  had  been  taken  and  it  now  seems  entirely 
possible  that  the  preliminary  conference  will  be 
adjourned  this  afternoon  without  definite  action. 
At  noon  today  they  adjourned  until  three  o’clock 
this  afternoon. 

At  this  morning’s  session  Horace  E.  Chapman, 
president  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  and 
the  spokesman  for  the  Ohio  delegation,  intro¬ 
duced  a  resolution  requesting  the  miners  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  present  wage  scale  until  April  30.  This 
was  promptly  voted  down  by  the  miners  who 
acted  upon  the  advice  of  President  Mitchell,  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers.  He  declared  that 
if  the  operators  could  extend  the  present  scale 
for  thirty  days  they  could  also  extend  it  for  two 
years  without  any  inconvenience  to  themselves 
or  to  the  miners. 

This  statement  of  President  Mitchell’s  devel¬ 
oped  a  peculiar  situation  within  the  ranks  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers.  It  is  very  evident  on 
the  face  of  it  that  Mr.  Mitchell  and  his  suc¬ 
cessor,  Tom  L.  Lewis,  are  jockeying  for  prestige. 
Mr.  Mitchell  retires  from  office  on  the  1st  of 
April  and  wants,  if  possible,  to  have  some  under¬ 
standing  as  to  the  next  interstate  agreement 
before  he  leaves  office.  On  the  other  hand, 
President-elect  Lewis  is  equally  determined  that 
the  credit  for  restoring  the  interstate  agreement 
shall  be  given  to  him,  and  consequently  he  does 
not  want  action  taken  until  after  he  has  been 
inducted  into  office. 

For  the  time  being  President  Mitchell  of 
course  has  the  whip  hand  and  it  is  entirely  pos¬ 
sible  that  he  will  take  some  action  forcing  a 
definite  issue.  By  very  strong  inference  he  leads 
one  to  the  conclusion  that  if  the  present  pre¬ 
liminary  conference  adjourns  without  any  definite 
issue  he  will  call  a  meeting  of  the  miners  to  be 
held  during  the  third  week  of  March,  probably 
starting  the  17th  or  the  20th,  at  which  conditions 
for  the  ensuing  two  years  will  be  discussed.  He 
infers  that  he  will  invite  the  operators  to  attend 
this  meeting  and  will  leave  it  entirely  to  their 
discretion  whether  they  will  attend  or  not.  This 
is  a  very  decided  move  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  to  force  the  re-entering  of  an  inter¬ 
state  agreement  before  the  1st  of  April. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  opposed  to  a  suspension  of  the 
mines  in  April,  because  the  two  sides  to  the 
controversy  cannot  agree  prior  to  that  time.  He 
feels  that,  if  any  lapse  is  permitted  on  account 
of  a  change  in  administrations,  this  may  be  laid 
at  his  door  by  the  miners  whom  he  has  served 
so  faithfully  for  years.  At  this  hour  it  seems 
entirely  possible  that  the  miners  and  operators 
will  not  be  able  to  agree  today  and  will  adjourn 
sine  die.  After  that  it  will  depend  largely  upon 
the  success  of  President  Mitchell’s  plan  whether 
there  is  to  be  any  further  conference  between 
now  and  the  1st  of  April. 


The  suspension  of  coal  mine  activity  in  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  segms 
inevitable  upon  the  termination  of  the  wage 
agreement  on  April  1st. 

Efforts  have  been  made,  within  the  week,  to 
arrive  at  some  definite  understanding  between  the 


miners  and  operators  of  Illinois  and  likewise  be¬ 
tween  the  operators  of  the  four  states  and  the 
representatives  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  at 
Indianapolis.  The  convention  at  Peoria,  so  far, 
has  been  without  issue.  As  a  result  the  Indianap¬ 
olis  effort  at  holding  a  joint  conference  has  been 
thrown  into  confusion.  Unless  some  radical  change 
in  the  situation  takes  place  in  the  near  future  it 
hardly  seems  possible  that  the  miners  and  oper¬ 
ators  will  be  able  to  agree  before  the  1st  of  April, 
in  which  case  the  mines  would  suspend  activity, 
because  the  mine  workers  refuse  to  work,  in  the 
absence  of  a  definite  understanding,  as  to  the  scale 
and  conditions,  with  the  operators’  association. 

The  situation  is  very  complex  and  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  market  conditions,  especially  as  to 
the  supply  of  coal,  is  necessary  to  a  complete  grasp 
of  the  labor  matters  which  are  now  before  both 
miners  and  operators.  It  has  been  apparent  that 
the  winter  trade  in  bituminous  coal  has  been  de¬ 
cidedly  unsatisfactory.  Retailers  have  not  been 
able  to  dispose  of  coals  collected  and  the  mine  op¬ 
erators  have  not  been  able  to  get  satisfactory 
prices,  even  though  there  has  been  a  general  cur¬ 
tailment  of  output.  Prices,  as  a  result,  have  been 
at  midsummer  level  or  below  for  the  entire  winter. 
If  this  condition  is  not  to  continue  and  to  grow 
more  serious  as  the  mild  weather  approaches  and 
then  appears,  it  is  necessary  to  curtail  production 
generally  for  at  least  a  period  of  thirty  to  forty- 
five  days.  Upon  this  all  operators  are  united. 

A  Mitigating  Circumstance. 

There  is,  however,  a  mitigating  circumstance 
which  alters  the  general  situation  to  some  extent. 
Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  shippers  were  un¬ 
usually  diligent  during  the  last  summer  in  lhoving 
coal  to  the  head  of  the  lakes.  In  conse¬ 
quence,  they  have  on  the  docks  at  the 
upper  lake  ports,  today,  3,000,000  tons  of 
unsold  coal.  Under  normal  conditions  Ohio 
and  Western  Pennsylvania  compete  with  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois  for  the  mastery  of  the  north¬ 
western  market  in  which  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
product.  If  the  mines  are  forced  to  suspend  ac¬ 
tivity  during  April  and  possibly  a  part  of  May  this 
unsold  coal,  on  the  upper  lake  docks,  will  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  to  the  northwestern  consumers.  To  that 
extent  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  operators 
will  have  an  advantage  over  the  Illinois  and  Indi¬ 
ana  operators,  a  situation  which  the  latter  oper¬ 
ators  are  unwilling  to  see  develop.  The  Indiana 
and  Illinois  operators  are  confronted  by  a  neces¬ 
sity  to  make  choice  between  two  evils.  They  must 
either  suspend  operations  and  permit  this  eastern 
coal  to  supplant  their  coal  in  northwestern  mar¬ 
kets  or  they  must  continue  to  operate  and  permit 
this  same  eastern  unsold  coal  to  act  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  drug  upon  an  already  dilapidated  market, 
not  only  during  the  spring  and  summer  but  having 
a  possible  influence  upon  the  contract  pricgs  to  ob¬ 
tain  all  next  winter. 

It  is  pre-eminently  to  the  advantage  of  Ohio 
and  western  Pennsylvania  mine  operators  to  see  a 
suspension  of  mines  that  this  unsold  coal  may  be 
disposed  of  at  advantageous  figures.  This  explains 
the  attitude  of  those  operators,  at  the  Indianapolis 
conference,  in  desiring  to  delay  arriving  at  an  un¬ 
derstanding  with  their  miners,  thus  throwing  the 
Indianapolis  effort  out  of  joint.  Apparently  they 
have  been  shifting  the  burden  of  agreeing  upon 
preliminary  conditions  with  the  miners  upon  the 
Illinois  conference.  It  is  thus  apparent  that  the 
meeting  between  the  Illinois  miners  and  the  oper¬ 
ators,  within  the  we^k,  at  Peoria  has  had  a  greater 
significance  than  merely  agreeing  upon  strictly 
local  questions  which  naturally  divide  employer 
and  employed. 

It  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  Illinois  oper¬ 
ators  and  the  miners  failed  to  come  to  a  definite 
agreement,  at  this  time,  because  the  Illinois  oper¬ 
ators  would  not  care  to  take  any  action  which 
would  definitely  commit  them  to  a  policy  that 
would  have  so  much  influence  upon  the  delibera¬ 
tions  of  the  Indianapolis  conference.  In  keeping 
with  the  introductory  sentence  of  this  article  it 
seems  entirely  possible  that  definite  action  will  be 
allowed  to  go  by  default  and  the  first  of  April  ap¬ 
proach  without  any  definite  agreement  between  the 
operators  and  miners  generally.  This  will  mean  a 


suspension  of  the  mines  until  the  miners  and  oper¬ 
ators  can  patch  up  some  kind  of  a  wage  agree¬ 
ment. 

The  politics  of  the  situation  have  been  permit¬ 
ted  to  predominate  in  this  summary  of  conditions 
for  this  reason:  The  Black  Diamond  is  led  to 
the  conclusion,  after  studying  conditions  very  thor¬ 
oughly,  that  on  the  mere  matter  of  scale  and  con¬ 
ditions  the  mine  operators  and  the  mine  workers 
are  virtually  united.  Their  understanding,  on  the 
main  questions,  is  so  complete  that  it  would  re¬ 
quire  only  a  day  or  two  to  reach  a  definite  agree¬ 
ment'  when  once  a  general  conference  was  called. 
It  is  apparent  to  any  one  that  the  mine  workers 
cannot  hope,  in  such  times  as  these,  for  an  in¬ 
crease  in  pay.  The  mine  operators,  having  ob¬ 
tained  a  five  and  a  half  per  cent  reduction  two 
years  ago,  are  now  satisfied,  virtually,  with  the 
wages  which  are  paid  to  the  mine  workers.  There 
are  a  few  cases  where  minor  matters  will  have  to 
be  adjusted,  but  these  are  comparatively  unimpor¬ 
tant  and  will  not  influence  any  general  discussion, 
at  least  in  the  way  of  bringing  about  a  definite 
strike  of  the  mine  workers.  It  seems  therefore 
entirely  probable  that,  when  once  the  operators 
have  agreed  among  themselves  as  to  what  the 
best  course  is  to  pursue  to  preserve  the  market 
conditions,  an  understanding  with  the  mine  work¬ 
ers  will  be  reached  speedily  and  the  operation  of 
the  mines  will  be  resumed. 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  the  possibility 
of  a  prolonged  strike.  Such  a  thing  is  manifestly 
out  of  the  question  when  conditions  are  thor¬ 
oughly  understood.  Immediately  surrounding  the 
producing  sections  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Illinois  are  the  coal  mines  of  West 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  Missouri  and  Iowa.  In  case 
the  aforementioned  mines  are  closed  down  the 
latter  would  rush  into  the  breach  to  supply  the 
trade  normally  supplied  by  the  mines  embraced  in 
the  interstate  agreement.  The  mine  operators  of 
the  four  states,  now  dealing  with  their  miners,  are 
not  willing  to  surrender  their  market  to  each  other 
and  consequently  would  not  be  willing  to  give  any 
prolonged  advantage  to  the  operators  in  the  states 
having  non-union  miners.  A  suspension  of  more 
than  six  weeks  or  two  months,  at  the  outside, 
would  defeat  the  purpose  of  any  suspension  at  all 
and  consequently  is  not  to  be  thought  of.  While 
conditions  apparently  warrant  the  assumption  that 
there  will  be  a  suspension  for  the  major  part  of 
April  there  is  no  warrant  for  any  belief  that  the 
mines  are  going  to  be  closed  indefinitely. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  February  27. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — It  would  not  be  surprising  if 
the  present  wage  scale  should  expire  without  an 
agreement  being  reached  by  the  miners  and  op¬ 
erators  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana  and  western 
Pennsylvania  to  resume  their  interstate  conven¬ 
tions. 

The  Illinois  operators  and  miners  have  been 
unable  to  come  to  terms.  Operators  and  miners 
from  the  rest  of  the  competitive  district  were 
on  hand  last  night,  but  there  was  no  sign  of  an 
invasion  from  Illinois. 

The  other  states  are  said  to  be  ready  to  re-- 
sume  former  conditions,  but  they  don’t  want  to 
proceed  without  Illinois.  It  may  be  that  noth¬ 
ing  will  be  done  while  President  Mitchell  is  at 
the  head  of  the  miners.  There  seems  to  be  no 
especial  desire  to  snub  him,  but  no  one  is  hurry¬ 
ing.  It  was  not  thought  today  that  an  agree¬ 
ment  would  be  made  to  issue  a  call  for  another 
joint  conference. 

Up  to  6  o’clock  last  evening  none  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  operators  and  miners  had  arrived.  It  was 
said  last  night  that  a  committee  from  the  Illinois 
operators  would  be  here  this  morning  prepared 
to  ask  that  action  regarding  the  calling  of  a 
wage  convention  be  postponed.  This  proposi¬ 
tion  will  be  hotly  fought  by  the  Indiana  opera¬ 
tors,  and  it  is  likely  they  will  be  joined  by  the 
operators  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

A  conference  of  operators  was  held  at  the 
Claypool  Hotel  yesterday  afternoon  and  another 
meeting  took  place  last  night.  Many  operators 
of  western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  were  present 
at  these  meetings. 
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Side  Talks  With  the  Retail  Dealer. 


Often  we  are  prone  to  complain  of  condi¬ 
tions  without  really  stopping  to  think  just  how 
far  we  are  responsible  for  them.  If  we  took 
an  equal  amount  of  time  to  study  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  self-preservation  we  would  realize  that 
the  methods  by  which  we  can  save  ourselves 
are  so  simple  and  so  well  guaranteed  by  our 
government  that  the  individual’s  rights  is  one 
of  the  easiest  things  to  obtain. 

In  the  month  of  February  one  is  very  prone 
to  turn  one’s  attention  to  the  career  of  Wash¬ 
ington  and  one  finds  that  the  general  of  the 
continental  army  and  the  first  president  of 
the  nation  was  constantly  complaining.  He 
complained  when  he  was  on  the  campaign  with 
General  Braddock  for  the  reduction  of  Fort 
Duquesne.  He  complained  when  he  took 
charge  of  the  continental  troops  before  Bos¬ 
ton  and  complained  bitterly  throughout  the 
Seven  Years’  War,  but  his  complaints  always 
had  for  their  purpose  the  betterment  of  condi¬ 
tions  and  never,  in  a  single  instance,  did  he 
make  the  complaint  in  excuse  for  a  let-up  of 
personal  vigor.  Compared  with  his  troubles — 
a  small  army,  never  fully  or  permanently  en¬ 
listed;  the  men  often  unpaid,  almost  always 
half  starved,  generally  ragged,  mostly  without 
sufficient  or  adequate  arms,  trying  to  fight 
with  a  scant  supply  of  ammunition  and  always 
without  satisfactory  transportation  facilities — 
our  biggest  business  worries  appear  as  pig¬ 
mies.  We  differ  from  him  in  that  he  could  not 
better  himself,  while  we  can  change  our  situ¬ 
ation  in  an  instant  if  only  we  will. 

Short  Weight  Delivery. 

Bringing  the  thing  home  to  the  retail  coal 
dealer,  here  is  a  case  in  point.  Consignees, 
with  ample  justice,  have  complained  long  and 
loudly  of  the  fact  that  a  car  of  coal  often  ar¬ 
rives  at  destination  anywhere  from  one  to 
eight  or  ten  tons  short  of  the  amount  of  coal 
shipped  from  the  mine.  Investigation  shows 
that  these  gondola  cars  have  a  rated  capacity, 
this  capacity  being  measured  by  some  com¬ 
modity  heavier  than  coal.  If  the  capacity  is 
rated  at  fifty  tons  the  effort  of  the  railroad  is 
to  pile  fifty  tons  of  coal  on  that  car.  Natur¬ 
ally  a  car  thus  loaded  will  not  stand  transpor¬ 
tation.  When  the  yard  engine  comes  to  hitch 
onto  this  coal  car  at  the  mine  there  is  a  bump 
and  some  of  the  coal  slips  off  to  the  ground. 
When  the  car  is  made  up  into  a  train  to  start 
for  the  market  some  more  coal  is  lost.  Each 
time  the  car  is  uncoupled  from  one  train  and 
made  up  into  another  there  is  further  loss. 
When  the  car  actually  arrives  at  destination  it 
has  on  board  only  the  amount  of  coal  which 
should  have  been  put  in  it  in  the  first  place. 
Under  the  practices,  now  forced  down  the 
throat  of  the  retail  dealer,  he  is  expected  to 
stand  these  losses.  The  retailers  ask  whether 
they  can  be  made  to  stand  such  a  loss.  I  hold 
that  no  dealer  should  accept  such  a  burden. 

To  emphasize  this  idea  I  want  to  reiterate  the 
simile  given  me  some  months  ago  by  E.  C.  Har¬ 
ris,  secretary  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association.  A  man  sends  his 
bookkeeper  to  the  bank  with  a  check  for  one 
hundred  dollars.  The  cashier  of  the  bank 
counts  out  the  full  hundred  dollars  but  the 
messenger  returns  to  the  issuer  of  the  check 
only  ninety-five  dollars.  Who  is  responsible 
for  the  loss  of  the  five  dollars?  Was  it  the 
man  who  drew  the  check,  the  bank  which 
cashed  it  or  the  messenger  who  lost  the  money 
while  it  was  in  his  keeping?  Common  sense 
declares  that  the  messenger  is  responsible. 

The  railroad  is  a  common  carrier — a  mes¬ 
senger  if  you  please.  A  consignee  sends  his 
common  carrier  or  messenger  to  a  mine  to 
bring  him  back  a  carload  of  coal.  The  mine 
delivers  the  full  carload  or,  say,  fifty  tons.  At 
some  point  between  the  mine  and  the  con¬ 
signee’s  yard  an  amount  running  anywhere 
from  one  to  eight  or  ten  tons  is  lost.  Who  is 
responsible  for  this  loss,  the  shipper,  the  con¬ 
signee  or  the  transportation  company? 


Unquestionably,  in  this  case,  the  transporta¬ 
tion  company  is  responsible.  Moreover  the 
shipper,  when  he  turned  the  coal  over  to  the 
transportation  company,  obtained  a  bill  of  lad 
ing  which  is  the  equivalent  of  a  receipt  for 
an  amount  of  coal.  This  receipt  is  forwarded, 
by  the  shipper,  to  the  consignee  as  evidence 
that  he  turned  over  the  full  fifty  tons  of  coal 
to  the  transportation  company.  The  fact  that 
the  shipper  has  sent  this  receipt  and  the  fact 
that  the  railroad  company  issued  it  shows  con¬ 
clusively  that  both  were  united  in  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  shipper  turned  over  the  full 
amount  of  coal  to  the  transportation  com¬ 
pany.  This  evidence,  that  the  coal  was  deliv- 
,  ered  to  the  transportation  company,  makes  the 
latter  responsibile  for  the  loss. 

The  retail  dealer  may  complain  that  this  is 
apparently  true,  but  that  he  can  not  obtain  a 
refund  without  going  to  court  and  it  costs 
money  to  engage  in  a  legal  contention.  But 
even  so,  the  average  dealer  will  only  have  one 
case  of  this  kind  while,  if  the  consignees  from 
all  over  the  country  are  active,  the  railroad 
company  may  have  simultaneously  a  thousand 
cases.  The  individual  consignee  will  have  one 
expense;  the  railroads  will  have  one  thousand 
expenses.  Assuming  that  all  the  consignees, 
who  suffer  by  such  losses,  begin  to  sue  the 
railroads  simultaneously  how  long  would  it 
take  to  convince  the  railroad  that  its  legal  ex¬ 
penses  were  entirely  too  high  and  that  the 
cost  ofi  carelessness  was  entirely  too  great. 
Such  an  onslaught  of  legal  actions  would  tend 
to  make  the  railroads  more  careful  in  loading. 

Those  who  refuse  to  engage  in  a  legal  bat¬ 
tle  because  of  the  expense  remind  me  of  the 
man  who  moves  into  a  rented  house  to  save 
taxes  and  water  assessments  or  into  a  flat 
building  to  save  coal  bills.  Nevertheless  the 
taxes  are  always  paid  and  so  is  the  coal  and 
the  water  bill  and  the  renter  pays  all  of  these 
bills,  plus  interest  on  the  money.  The  man 
who  balks  at  a  court  cost  probably  loses  ten 
times  the  amount  during  a  single  year  by  sub¬ 
mitting  to  a  shortage  in  each  car  of  coal  de¬ 
livered  to  his  yard.  The  courts  of  the  United 
States  have  been  established  for  such  purposes. 
The  man  who  neglects  to  take  advantage  of 
these  courts  confesses  himself  a  citizen  who 
does  not  appreciate  the  institution  which  he 
helps  to  support. 


The  Mail  Order  Houses. 

From  all  appearances  the  mail  order  house 
fight  is  warming  up.  The  Illinois  &  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  went  into 
session  in  Peoria  this  week  and  took  up  the 
cudgel  against  those  who  indulge  in  irregular 
shipments.  In  opposition  the  mail  order 
houses  are  asshiling  the  associations  through 
the  daily  press.  These  mail  order  houses  are 
making  the  claim  that  the  associations  are  act¬ 
ing  contrary  to  the  law,  in  that  they  are  band¬ 
ing  together  to  accomplish  a  purpose  which  is 
in  restraint  of  trade.  The  mail  order  houses 
claim  that  the  retail  associations  are  headed  to¬ 
ward  the  grand  jury  and  federal  indictments. 
This  statement  is  made  to  scare  the  dealers 
into  withdrawing  from  these  associations. 

To  disprove  the  mail  order  house  statement 
it  is  necessary  to  go  back  a  year  or’ so  to  pre¬ 
sent  this  matter  in  its  proper  perspective.  The 
Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
was  charged,  in  the  court  of  Minnesota,  with 
violating  the  anti-trust  law.  The  judge  who 
handed  down  the  decision  exonerated  the  as¬ 
sociation  and  said  that  it  was  acting  entirely 
within  its  rights  when  it  took  steps  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  its  members.  The  judge  went  even 
so  far  as  to  say  that  the  association  has  a 
right  to  discuss  various  producers  and  jobbers 
and  even  to  say  from  whom  its  members  could, 
in  justice  to  themselves,  buy  their  coal.  This 
rather  radical  statement  was  made  concerning 
an  association  which  has  not  been  reorganized 
to  conform  itself  to  the  new  ideas  now  govern¬ 
ing  association  work.  I£  the  Northwestern 


association  is  so  secure  in  its  position  what 
could  be  said  of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin 
Association,  which  is  upon  an  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  footing.  It  has  been  thoroughly  reor¬ 
ganized  and  every  clause  in  its  constitution 
and  by-laws  has  been  scrutinized  most  care¬ 
fully  by  an  expert  attorney.  Morover  every 
definite  step  taken  by  this  association  is  criti¬ 
cized  and  scrutinized  by  this  same  attorney. 
There  can  be  no  possibility  of  any  embarrass¬ 
ment  ever  arising  from  affiliation  with  such 
an  association. 

Object  of  the  Attack. 

The  forces  that  would  tear  down  the  retail 
association  are  now  vigorously  at  work.  The 
retail  coal  dealers  may  take  this  into  consider¬ 
ation,  that  the  more  virile  the  attack  of  the  op¬ 
ponents,  the  greater  is  the  evidence  that  they 
have  been  hit  hard.  The  man  who  fights  the 
retail  association  wants  to  supplant  the  retail 
dealer.  If  the  association  of  retail  dealers  was 
not  doing  him  a  great  deal  of  damage  he  would 
not  care  to  fight.  Certainly  he  would  not 
want  to  send  his  business  rivals  to  the  peni¬ 
tentiary.  The  bitter  war  that  is  bqing  made 
against  the  associations  by  the  mail  order 
houses  is  proof  positive  that  if  these  adver¬ 
saries  gain  ground  the  business  of  the  retailer 
is  in  jeopardy.  The  retail  dealer  should  take 
two  things  into  consideration.  On  the  one 
side  there  is  likely  to  be  a  storm  about  the 
association  with  which  he  has  affiliated  himself. 
On  the  other  hand  there  is  the  steady  and 
stealthy  encroachment  upon  his  business  by 
the  mail  order  houses. 

He  must  decide  on  which  side  of  the  battle 
he  is  going  to  appear.  If  he  wants  to  protect 
his  business  he  belongs  in  the  association.  If 
he  wants  to  keep  on  trying  to  do  business, 
where  the  mail  order  houses  are  gradually  un¬ 
dermining  him,  he  can  go  quietly  to  sleep  and 
leave  the  association  alone,  stay  out  of  the 
fight  and  lose  his  trade. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  attack  of  the  mail 
order  house  upon  the  association  should  drive 
every  retailer  in  the  country  into  the  ranks  of 
some  association.  It  will  pay  every  retail 
dealer  to  think  this  proposition  over  and  to 
answer  this  question:  Can  I  afford  to  stay 
out  of  the  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association? 

Gladstone  Wise. 


Dividends  Held  Up, 

Reports  from  the  east  are  that  ex-Judge 
Rufus  B.  Cowing  has  obtained,  from  Judge 
Platzek,  in  the  New  York  court  of  general 
sessions,  a  temporary  injunction  restraining 
the  Delaware  &  Hudson  from  making  any 
dividend  payments,  although  these  have-'been 
declared.  The  order  is  returnable  on  Mon¬ 
day. 

At  the  annual  meeting  last  May  ex-Judge 
Cowing  started  the  fight  against  the  Delaware 
&  Hudson  management,  his  criticism  being 
based  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  company 
purchased  its  coal  lands  and  traction  prop¬ 
erty.  He  maintained  that  the^e  purchases, 
while  unorofitable  to  the  company,  were  a 
source  of  private  profit  to  those  who,  in  the 
name  of  the  company,  carried  through  the 
transactions.  The  last  report  of  the  Delaware 
&  Pludson  railroad  shows  available  for  divi¬ 
dends  a  sum  equal  to  15%  per  cent  on  the 
$42,400,000  of  stock  outstanding  and  an  amount 
equal  to  13.65  per  cent  for  the  stock  after  de¬ 
ducting  $350,000  for  accrued  car  trust  cer¬ 
tificates  and  equipment'  debentures  and  $325,000 
accrued  payments  under  the  first  lien  equipment 
trust  of  July  1,  1907. 


Reports  from  Washington  are  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt  intends  to  send  John  Mitchell, 
retiring  president  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers,  to  the  Panama  Canal  zone  to  investigate 
labor  conditions.  The  necessity  for  accurate 
information  as  to  labor  conditions  has  been  em¬ 
phasized  by  numerous  complaints  coming  from 
the  canal  zone. 
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General  Review. 


The  Future  Trend  ef  Prices  Depends 
Largely  Upon  Possible  Labor 
Developments. 


Conditions  in  the  coni  trade  during  the  next 
two  months  will  depend  mainly  upon  the 
course  labor  conferences  take  in  the  mean 
time.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  the  miners  and  operators  agree  virtually 
that  no  change  shall  be  made  in  the  scale 
which  has  obtained  for  the  last  two  years. 
The  only  question  now  is  whether  a  general 
suspension  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois  mines  is  advisable. 

The  Illinois  operators  hold  the  crux  of  the 
situation  and  seem  disposed  to  suspend  the 
mines  during  April,  but  are  deterred  by  the 
fact  that  the  upper  lake  docks  contain  about 
3,000,000  tons  of  coal  which  would  be  sold 
while  their  mines  were  shut  down.  They  are 
not  willing  to  surrender  that  much  of  their 
possible  market  in  the  northwest  especially 
without  being  able  to  compete  for  their  share 
of  the  business.  Upon  the  decision  of  the 
Illinois  operators  hangs  the  future  of  the  wage 
conference  virtually,  and  the  question  is  nat¬ 
urally  raised  whether  these  operators  will  be 
willing  to  surrender  a  part  of  their  north¬ 
western  market,  for  a  time,  or  whether  they 
will  continue  to  operate  and  permit  the  unsold 
dock  coal  to  act  as  a  depressing  influence  for 
the  coming  summer.  It  is  realized  that  with 
all  mines  running  at  the  present  capacity  for 
the  remainder  of  the  winter  and  for  this 
spring,  this  unsold  coal  will  act  as  a  drug  on 
the  market  at  all  times  influencing  not  only 
the  mid-summer  prices  but  also  the  prices 
for  the  next  year,  through  their  influence  upon 
contract  values. 

Some  movements  in  a  financial  way  are  un¬ 
der  consideration  which,  if  carried  to  comple¬ 
tion,  will  have  a  considerable  influence  in  the 
future  upon  the  market  values.  One  big  com¬ 
bination  of  mines  is  in  progress  in  the  west 
and,  if  this  goes  through,  it  will  more  than 
likely  inspire  one  more  and  possibly  two 
other  consolidations  of  a  similar  nature.  In 
the  Pittsburgh  territory  another  combination 
of  independent  mines  is  reported  as  under 
way  and  it  seems  entirely  possible  that  the 
many  rumors  are  within  reasonable  reach  'of 
the  truth.  These  movements  toward  central¬ 
ization  of  mine  control  indicate  the  coming 
elimination  of  the  smaller  concerns  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  and,  consequently,  indicate  the 
growth  of  the  big  companies  which  are  in¬ 
spired  by  the  desire  to  rationalize  production. 

The  curtailment  of  production  among  the 
mines  is  still  marked.  Anthracite  operations 
are  running  only  four  days  per  week  and  even 
at  that  are  not  producing  to  their  capacity. 
The  mines  which  curtailed  production  some 
time  ago  are  still  running  only  about  fifty 
per  cent  of  normal  and  the  output,  wherever 
it  is  possible  to  do  so,  is  being  kept  within 
reasonable  limits.  One  of  the  best  indications, 
in  the  trade,  is  the  more  and  more  general 
adoption  of  the  policy  of  keeping  coal  in  the 
ground  until  a  definite  sale  has  been  made. 
Where  this  policy  is  not  followed  the  opera¬ 
tor  almost  invariably  has  had  occasion  to  re¬ 
gret  his  action. 

That  the  general  coal  market  is  not  stronger 
after  such  a  blizzard  as  appeared  last  week  is 
sufficient  proof  that  the  restriction  of  produc¬ 
tion  is  not  yet  sufficient  and  that  further  cur¬ 
tailment  could  be  done  with  profit.  The  mar¬ 
ket  is  in  such  condition  that  hope  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  rests  upon  the  opening  of  lake  trade;  upon 
the  strike  of  the  miners  or  a  suspension  of  mine 
operations  or  upon  a  resumption  of  normal 
business  activity.  The  opening  of  the  lake 
trade  will  be  of  local  benefit  only.  A  strike 
or  suspension  of  the  mines,  which  will  proba¬ 
bly  come,  will  have  a  general  and  favorable 
influence  upon  the  bituminous  coal  trade.  A 
definite  resumption  of  normal  business  activity 
need  hardly  be  expected  until  after  the  presi¬ 
dential  election  or  until  after  a  new  crop  has 
been  marketed.  The  principal  hope  of  the 


coal  market  generally  is,  consequently,  reduced 
to  the  influence  which  a  suspension  of  the 
mines  might  have.  In  the  mean  time,  especi¬ 
ally  pending  a  crop  yield,  the  industrial  ac¬ 
tivity  will  be  further  curtailed,  thus  causing  a 
lighter  consumption  of  coal. 


Chicago  Market. 


The  Trade  Is  Disappointed  in  the  Influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Blizzard  as  Buying 
Is  Light. 

The  Chicago  market  was  disappointed  in  the 
influence  upon  prices  of  the  recent  blizzard  and 
the  consequent  tie-up  of  transportation  facili¬ 
ties.  It  is  true  that  the  movement  of  some 
coals  to  the  Chicago  market  was  restricted  and 
there  was  a  loss  of  about  four  days  in  getting 
the  coal  to  market.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
the  coal  began  coming  in  freely,  the  cars  being 
rather  badly  bunched  at  terminal  points.  As 
far  as  the  dealer  trade  is  concerned  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  this  tie-up  of  transportation  was  par¬ 
tially  lost  because  for  two  days  the  retailers  could 
not  make  deliveries  from  their  yards  to  the 
consumers’  bins  because  the  streets  also  were 
blocked  to  traffic.  As  a  consequence  there 
were  only  about  two  days  where  the  dealers 
were  drawing  upon  their  stocks  to  meet  the 
increased  demand.  This  cut  down  the  stocks 
on  hand  appreciably  but  these  were  very  soon 
pieced  out  by  the  arrivals  of  coal  from  the 
mines.  In  consequence  the  situation  at  the 
end  of  the  week  was  not  radically  different 
from  what  it  was  at  the  beginning  except  that 
the  tone  all  the  way  through  was  just  a  little 
stronger,  as  would  naturally  be  the  case  with 
some  of  the  surplus  coal  taken  off  the  market. 

The  miners  and  operators  have  been  trying 
to  get  together  in  Illinois  for  the  last  week, 
but  have  not  yet  reached  an  agreement.  The 
situation  is  very  complex  and  while  it  seems 
imperative  there  should  be  a  shut-down  of  the 
mines  for  fifty  or  sixty  days,  such  an  action  is 
not  at  all  assured  and  it  will  be  some  time  be¬ 
fore  the  issue  of  the  labor  conferences  will  be 
definitely  known.  The  dealers  and  large  con¬ 
sumers  appear  to  be  unconcerned  as  to  whether 
the  mines  close  down  or  not  in  so  far  as  pro¬ 
tective  buying  is  concerned.  Some  of  the 
larger  consumers  are  storing  considerable 
quantities  here  and  there  but  it  is  being  done 
so  quietly  as  not  to  effect  the  market,  this 
storage  merely  taking  care  of  some  of  the 
surplus  on  hand  at  the  principal  distributing 
centers. 

The  anthracite  market  is  practically  un¬ 
changed,  egg  and  stove  sizes  being  abundant 
but  nut  and  the  smaller  sizes  still  being  scarce. 
The  movement  is  not  influenced  in  the  least 
by  any  transportation  difficulties. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coals  are  not  moving  very 
freely.  They  are  not  any  weaker  nor  are  they 
very  much  stronger,  but  are  holding  just  about 
steady.  The  tone  is  influenced  by  the  fact 
that  consumers  are  not  showing  the  slightest 
interest  in  the  strike  probability.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.50  to  $2.75;  nut, 
$2.50  to  $2.65;  lj4-inch  steam  lump,  $2.35  to 
$2.65;  domestic  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65. 

Third  vein  coal  is  holding  just  about  steady 
for  the  week,  most  of  the  production  being 
taken  in  the  western  markets  on  contract. 
Operators  in  some  instances  are  practicing 
economy  in  operation  by  closing  down  a  few 
mines  and  centering  their  energy  on  others.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  :  Mine-run,  $2.00 ;  chunks, 
$2.25;  standard  lump,  $<3.15 ;  washed  nut,  $2.15; 
screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  abundant,  some  few  ship¬ 
ments  sent  into  this  market  being  up  to  de¬ 
murrage  and  some  of  it  having  been  abandoned 
to  the  railroad  on  account  of  charges.  Some 
egg  coal  has  been  sold  as  low  as  $1.70  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  while  some  five-inch  lump  has  been 
sold  as  low  as  $1.85.  On  direct  shipments  we 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Mine-run,  $1.70;  2-inch 
egg  or  lump,  $1.90  to  $2.00;  No.  1  nut,  $1.85; 
screenings,  $1.30  to  $1.35. 

Springfield  coal  shows  a  slight  increase  in 


demand  on  account  of  the  weather  conditions 
and  a  temoorary  check  to  transportation.  On 
the  whole  the  market  has  not  changed  mate¬ 
rially.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run, 
$1.70  to  $1.75;  screenings,  $1.35;  nut,  $1.00;  egg 
or  lump,  $2.25;  lf4-inch  lump,  $1.90. 

Lincoln  coal  is  sharing  the  better  demand 
for  the  strictly  domestic  products  and  the  tone 
has  strengthened  a  little  within  the  week,  al¬ 
though  prices  remain  unchanged.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.25;  egg,  $2.50; 
mine-run,  $1.75;  screenings,  $1.35;  nut,  $2.00; 
114-inch  lump,  $2.00. 

Carterville  coal  is  comparatively  weak  in  the 
Chicago  market,  there  being  an  abundance  of 
the  product  on  hand.  Some  of  the  sales  in  the 
country  are  made  with  little  higher  prices,  the 
quotations  being  ten  to  fifteen  cents  above  the 
Chicago  market.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines 
for  Chicago  delivery:  Mine-run,  90  cents;  lj4~ 
inch  screenings,  40  to  45  cents;  lump  or  egg, 
$1.15  to  $1.25. 

Clinton  screenings  are  strong  this  week  with 
indications  that  the  buyers  are  anticipating  a 
rising  market.  Most  of  the  mines  have  been 
running  full  for  the  last-  week  or  ten  days,  al¬ 
though  one  has  been  closed  down  on  account 
of  a  small  accident.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  Screenings,  $1.40;  mine-run,  $1.70  to 
$1.85;  4-inch  domestic  lump,  $2.30  to  $2.40; 
steam  lump,  $1.85  to  $2.00. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  has  been 
rather  unsteady  on  the  Chicago  market,  but 
the  wavering  tendency  has  not  influenced 
prices  much.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Chunks  or  egg,  $2.30  to  $2.55;  steam  lump, 
$2.20  to  $2.40. 

Brazil  block  has  shown  a  slightly  better  tone 
within  the  week  on  account  of  the  cold  and 
stormy  weather,  but  the  price  is  not  changed, 
being  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  while  the  price  in 
the  country  has  been  about  $3.05. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

The  Hocking  coal  market  has  been  just  a 
little  bit  slow  within  the  week.  The  deliveries 
wgre  delayed  somewhat  on  account  of  the  tie 
up  of  transportation  facilities  and  until  this 
coal  is  delivered  the  Chicago  dealers  do  not 
seem  disposed  to  place  any  more  orders..  In 
the  meantime  some  coal  which  has  been  pass¬ 
ing  for  Hocking  has  been  selling  anywhere 
from  fifteen  cents  to  twenty  cents  below  the 
regular  circular  price,  although  the  standard 
quality  has  not  been  sacrificed.  We  quote  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago:  Standard  Hocking,  $3.15;  Jack- 
son  Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8,  ^.-incla  luiiiip, 
$2.65  to  $2.75. 

Kanawha  coal  does  not  seem  to  gain  much 
in  strength.  There  is  so  much  in  storage  in 
Chicago  that  direct  mine  shipments  are  not 
necessary  to  keep  the  price  down.  Production 
at  the  mines  is  still  being  curtailed  but  the 
operators  are  so  anxious  to  make  deliveries 
that  anyone  placing  orders  could  get  a  price 
of  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Spot  coal  is  selling 
for  about  $3.50. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  coming  in  in  such 
quantities  as  will  just  meet  the  contract  re¬ 
quirements.  The  market  is  comparatively  firm 
therefore  as  follows  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three- 
fourths-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  J^-inch  steam, 
$3.05  to  $3.15;  1%-inch  lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

Standard  smokeless  coal  is  not  over  abund¬ 
ant  either  as  to  mine-run  or  lump  and  egg. 
The  latter  is  especially  scarce  and  it  would  not 
be  surprising  to  see  premiums  paid  before 
long.  A  good  deal  of  low  grade  mine-run  is 
being  shipped  into  this  market  and  sold  at 
figures  considerably  below  the  circular.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $3.15  to 
$3.50;  egg  or  lump,  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  holding  just  about  steady 
to  firm.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three- 
fourths-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25 ;  24-inch  steam, 
$3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

The  coke  trade  in  Chicago  has  been  com¬ 
paratively  firm  for  the  last  week,  although  no 
material  increase  in  buying  has  been  noted. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville, 
$5.25;  Wise  county,  $5.00;  West  Virginia,  $5.00; 
48-hour,  $4.25;  by-product,  $5.00;  gas  house, 
$4.50. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Mines  Are  Resuming  Because  of  Better 
Demand— River  Shipments 
Are  Heavier. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  February  27. 

Much  additional  improvement  was  noticeable 
in  the  local  coal  market  during  the  week,  and 
mines  throughout  the  district  are  beginning  to 
assume  a  more  businesslike  aspect.  The  retail 
dealers  report  that  business  has  increased  fifty 
per  cent  with  them,  which  has  accordingly  in¬ 
creased  the  number  and  size  of  the  orders  to  the 
wholesalers  and  producers.  A  large  number  of 
mines  have  resumed,  and  more  are  scheduled  to 
resume  the  early  part  of  next  week,  so  that  with¬ 
in  another  week  there  will  be  at  least  several 
thousand  additional  miners  at  work.  Prepara¬ 
tions  are  being  made  for  the  opening  of  the  lake 
shipping  season. 

The  local  consumption  has  also  increased  ma¬ 
terially,  as  many  of  the  large  manufacturing 
plants  are  runnig  almost  to  capacity,  which  has 
created  about  the  normal  demand  for  fuel. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  prices  within 
the  week,  and  it  is  not  thought  that  there  wlil 
be  a  change  for  some  time  at  least.  The  demand 
has,  of  course,  not  reached  nearly  the  limit  of 
capacity  of  the  local  mines,  and  as  long  as  this 
condition  exists,  there  can  be  no  legitimate  change 
in  market  quotations.  House  consumption  of 
coal  this  winter  has  been  remarkably  light,  and 
large  stocks  have  accumulated  from  time  to  time, 
practically  all  of  which  has  been  sent  down  the 
Ohio  river.  After  the  flood  last  week,  nearly 
all  of  the  large  local  river  shippers  sent  large 
quantities  of  coal  to  the  South  by  river,  as  the 
demand  has  shown  no  abatement. 

The  coke  situation  has  shown  slight  im¬ 
provement,  although  not  what  has  been  expected, 
but  it  is  thought  that  it  will  be  only  a  short 
time  until  the  demand  will  again  assume  normal 
proportions,  and  general  activity  will  again  reign 
throughout  the  coke  regions.  Many  plants  hdve 
started  up  additional  ovens  within  the  week. 


Inspectors  Upheld. 

Decisions,  throughout  the  bituminous  mining 
district  of  this  state,  were  handed  down  this 
wee’e  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  by  Judge  J.  Q.  Van 
Swearingen,  when  he  sustained  the  action  of  the 
mine  inspectors  in  serving  notice  on  mine  opera¬ 
tors  that  unless  they  put  their  mines  in  safe 
condition  the  inspectors  will  apply  for  injunc¬ 
tions  ordering  the  suspension  of .  operations  un¬ 
til  the  mines  have  passed  inspection.  The  com¬ 
panies  affected  by  this  appeal  are  the  Pittsburg 
Coal  Company,  the  United  Coal  Company  and 
the  Atlas  Coke  Company.  Following  an  inspec¬ 
tion,  the  mining  inspectors  found  and  reported 
that  the  Banning,  Naomi  and  Lafayette  mines, 
owned  respectively  by  the  above  companies, 
were  defective  and  unsafe.  The  case  came  before 
the  court  on  a  motion  to  strike  off  the  appeal 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  to  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  from  what  the  coal  company 
claims  is  a  “decision”  of  the  mine  inspectors  of 
the  Nineteenth  Bituminous  District  under  Sec¬ 
tion  1,  article  14,  of  the  mining  laws.  The  deci¬ 
sion,  however,  which  the  inspectors  claim  was 
only  a  notice,  was  given  January  27,  last,  to  the 
superintendent  of  Manning  Mine  No.  1  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county.  It  instructed  him  to  use  more  air, 
to  use  locked  lamps  and  to  sprinkle  dust  100  feet 
back  of  where  shots  were  to  be  fired,  and  that 
if  these  rules  were  not  complied  with,  the  in¬ 
spectors  would  apply  for  an  injunction.  The 
notices  at  the  other  mines  were  similar.  The 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  considered  the  com¬ 
munication  from  the  inspectors  as  a  final  deci¬ 
sion  from  which  they  would  have  to  make  an 
appeal  before  relief  could  be  obtained.  The  in¬ 
spectors  claimed  that  the  communication  was 
only  a  notice  served  under  a  different  section  of 
the  mining  laws,  and  from-  which  no  appeal  can 
be  taken.  The  entire  case  was  fought  through 
on  technicalities. 

The  superintendents  of  the  many  mines  owned 
and  operated  by  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  held  a  meeting 


at  the  general  offices  of  the  company  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  on  Tuesday  of  this  week  to  discuss  the  op¬ 
eration  of  the  mines  in  the  Monongahela  Valley. 
The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  A.  L.  Keefer, 
general  superintendent  of  mines  of  the  company, 
and  was  a  closed  session.  It  had  been  reported 
that  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  for  the  purpose 
of  adopting  a  new  explosive  to  be  used  in  the 
mines,  but  this  was  authoritatively  denied  before 
the  meeting.  The  Monongahela  River  Company 
claims  that  it  has  not,  and  is  not,  having  any 
trouble  with  the  miners  over  the  use  of  a  blasting 
powder. 

Miners  employed  by  some  of  the  other  com¬ 
panies  in  the  Pittsburgh  District  have  practically 
reached  an  understanding  with  the  employers  re¬ 
garding  the  use  of  the  new  explosives  in  the 
mines,  and  no  trouble  is  resulting,  nor  is  any 
expected  to  result.  At  one  time  there  were  ten 
mines  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  closed 
down  on  this  account.  The  Pittsburgh-Buffalo 
Company  has  also  reached  an  agreement  with 
the  miners  on  the  same  subject,  and  no  trouble 
is  looked  for  in  the  mines  of  that  company,  as  all 
claim  to  be  entirely  satisfied. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  fire  in  the  Century  mine  near  Brownsville, 
Pa.,  has  been  bratticed  off,  and  is  now  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  practically  under  control. 

Upton  B.  Thomas,  a  well-known  coal  operator 
of  New  Martinsville,  W.  Va.,  was  a  business  visi¬ 
tor  in  Pittsburgh  the  early  part  of  this  week. 
Mr.  Thomas  is  also  a  leading  politician  of  his 
state. 

S.  N.  and  J.  S.  Loucks,  prominent  coke  pro¬ 
ducers  of  Scottsdale,  Pa.,  spent  several  days  the 
early  part  of  this  week  in  Pittsburgh.  They  are 
also  identified  with  several  steel  manufacturing 
interests  at  Scottdale. 

The  Mount  Pleasant  Coke  Company,  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  Pa.,  has  awarded  a  contract  for  rebuilding 
the  tipple  at  Udell,  Pa.,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  several  weeks  ago,  to  J.  G.  Christner,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant.  The  tipple  will  cost  about  $3,000. 

The  Leckrone  Coke  Company  has  filed  an  ap¬ 
plication  in  the  common  pleas  court  of  Fayette 
county,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  asking  for  a  decree  of 
dissolution  of  the  company,  and  the  court  has 
ruled  that  the  hearing  shall  be  held  at  Union- 
town  on  March  9. 

The  Sligo  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Butler,  Pa., 
has  been  awarded  a  contract  that  will  insure 
the  mines  being  kept  running  in  full  for  several 
months  this  summer.  The  order  was  placed  by 
a  large  manufacturing  firm,  and  several  carloads 
will  be  shipped  daily. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Rex  Carbon  Coal  Company  will  be  held  next 
Tuesday  at  the  general  offices  of  the  company 
in  the  House  building,  Pittsburgh.  A  board  of 
directors  will  be  elected,  the  annual  reports  sub¬ 
mitted,  and  other  business  of  importance  trans¬ 
acted. 

John  A.  Ramsey,  formerly  superintendent  of 
the  Alice  plant  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  has  been  advanced  to  the  Lechrone  plant 
of  the  same  company,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
plants  of  the  company.  His  successor  at  the  Alice 
plant  will  be  H.  G.  Lightcap,  who  was  formerly 
in  the  Scottdale  office  of  the  company. 

Coal  operators  in  the  Pittsburgh  pools  are  pre 
paring  this  week  to  send  out  a  large  quantity 
of  coal  by  river.  The  rivers  have  reached  a  good 
shipping  stage,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  tows  were  sent  out  following  the 
flood  of  last  week,  there  will  be  several  million 
bushels  shipped  before  the  end  of  this  week. 

Operations  will  be  resumed  this  week  at  Col¬ 
liery  No.  5,  Vintondale,  Pa.,  of  the  Vinton  Col¬ 
liery  Company.  This  mine  has  been  closed 
down  for  some  time,  during  which  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  improvements  have  been  made.  The  new 
power  house  that  has  been  under  way  for  sev¬ 
eral  months  has  been  about  completed,  and  will 
be  tested  out  at  once. 

The  announcement  was  made  this  week  at 
Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  that  the  Allegheny  Coal 
Company  will  commence  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Fairmont  through  Clarksburg  to 
Jarvisville.  The  new  road  will  be  about  forty- 
five  miles  in  length  and  will  open  up  a  large  ter¬ 


ritory  of  the  highest  grade  bituminous  coal.  Con¬ 
struction  will  be  started  in  the  early  spring. 

The  Pittsburgh  &  Eastern  Coal  Company  has 
resumed  operations  in  the  mines  in  the  Cherry 
Valley  district,  and  last  Monday  about  1,000  ad¬ 
ditional  men  were  ordered  to  work.  The  mines 
are  large  shippers  to  the  lake  trade,  from  which 
section  the  company  has  received  a  number  of 
heavy  orders  within  the  week.  This  company  is 
the  first  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  that  has  com¬ 
menced  operations  for  the  summer  lake  trade. 

W.  II.  Crump,  master  of  transportation  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  has  returned  from  Louisville,  Ky., 
where  he  has  been  for  the  last  week  arranging 
tows  from  Pittsburgh  that  are  being  started  for 
the  far  southern  ports.  All  of  the  big  lower  river 
tows  were  sent  out  in  good  shape  and  without 
accident.  Mr.  Crump  also  arranged  to  have  a 
large  number  of  empties,  that  have  accumulated 
in  the  lower  ports  during  the  last  few  weeks, 
made  into  tows  and  shipped  to  Pittsburgh,  where 
they  will  be  loaded  and  sent  out  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  after  arriving. 

At  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  No.  2  Mine  of  the  United 
Coal  Company  has  been  started  and  is  again  in 
full  operation.  The  mine  has  been  operated  for 
several  months  to  but  half  of  the  capacity,  and 
furnished  employment  to  a  large  number  of  men. 
The  No.  1  mine  of  the  same  company  has  been 
permanently  closed,  all  equipment  is  being  re¬ 
moved  and  the  incline  is  being  torn  down.  The 
coal  in  this  mine  has  been  entirely  worked  out, 
as  the  mine  was  a  comparatively  small  one,  but 
the  No.  2  mine  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
Monongahela  Valley.  There  is  enough  coal  to 
keep  the  mine  running  full  for__many  years  in 
sight. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  February  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — With  Fourth  of  July  weather  pre¬ 
vailing,  dealers’  bins  full  of  coal,  and  many  in¬ 
dustries  closed  down,  the  life  of  the  Colorado 
coal  salesman  is  no  picnic.  There  is  no  indica¬ 
tion  of  an  improvement,  at  least  not  for  some 
time. 

It  •  is  rumored  that  the  Western  Railways  will 
make  a  reduction  in  freight  rates  for  storage 
coal,  but  how  much  of  a  reduction  and  when  it 
will  be  put  into  effect  has  not  been  given  out. 
The  railways  are  shaving  their  company  orders 
down  closer  than  ever,  and  instructions  have 
been  given  out  by  “the  big  bosses”  to  pick  up 
their  storage  coal  and  get  cleaned  up  as  soon  as 
possible.  Most  of  the  smelters  in  the  state  are 
still  closed  and  will  probably  remain  so  for  some 
time.  These  alone  cut  a  big  hole  in  local  coal 
consumption.  Prices  are  weak  and  demand 
weaker.  Practically  no  orders  are  coming  in 
from  Nebraska,  Kansas  or  Texas  dealers. 


News  in  Brief. 

A.  T..  Sheldon,  while  boring  for  a  well  on  his 
property  in  the  Clark  colony,  three  miles  east  of 
Chenelyn,  which  is  a  suburb  of  Denver,  struck 
a  vein  of  lignite  coal  at  a  depth  of  230  feet. 
The  vein  has  been  penetrated  for  four  feet  and 
the  drill  was  still  in  coal.  It  is.  impossible 
to  classify  it  as  to  quality,  but  Mr.  Clark  will 
have  the  coal  drillings  investigated  by  experts. 

A  coal  war  is  on  at  Golden,  Colo.,  the  best 
quality  of  lignite  is  now  being  retailed  for  $4.00 
a  ton  delivered.  The  regular  price  has  been  $4.50. 
A  few  days  ago  a  man  who  is  not  a  regular 
coal  dealer  brought  in  a  car  from  northern  Colo¬ 
rado  and  sold  it  for  $4.25,  delivered.  It  sold 
rapidly  and  he  ordered  another  car.  The  old 
dealers  got  their  “Irish  up”  and  announced  a  price 
of  $4.00,  delivered.  All  available  teams  are  busy 
hauling  to  those  who  are  taking  advantage  of 
the  cut  prices. 


The  Lawson  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Wil¬ 
liamson,  W.  Va.,  now  proposes  to  put  in  a 
mining  plant  of  a  capacity  of  500  tons  per  day 
and  an  electric  plant.  It  is  also  intended  to 
build  and  support  a  railroad  three  miles  in 
length.  Harry  Lawson,  of  Williamson,  W. 
Va.,  is  the  president  of  the  company. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


Operators  Are  Protecting  Values  by  Shut¬ 
ting  Down  the  Mines 
Temporarily. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Cincinnati,  February  27. 

Little  can  be  said  in  encouragement  upon 
the  outlook  of  the  Cincinnati  coal  market.  The 
recent  cold  wave  that  passed  over  the  entire 
country  stimulated  the  buying  of  spot  coal  for 
a  few  days,  but  with  the  recurrence  of  warmer 
weather  the  market  immediately  slumps  back 
into  its  accustomed  dullness.  Laying  aside  the 
uncertainties  of  the  labor  outlook,  there  seems 
to  be  nothing  else  for  the  majority  of  the  coal 
producers  to  do  but  close  their  mines  and  wait 
for  the  spring  and  summer  lake-shipping  de¬ 
mand. 

A  large  number  of  operators  have  been  try¬ 
ing  the  experiment  of  running  their  mines  only 
two  days  a  week.  This  is  a  great  improvement 
upon  the  old  method  of  trying  to  keep  going 
all  the  time,  and  loading  a  few  cars  every  day; 
for  the  mine  owners  can  now  get  a  full  day’s 
labor  out  of  all  the  mine  employes  for  one 
day’s  pay,  and  enough  cars  can  be  obtained 
easily  to  run  the  mine  at  or  almost  up  to  its 
greatest  capacity,  and  thus  greatly  lessen  the 
cost  of  production;  but  the  trouble  with  this 
scheme  is  that  it  produced  too  much  coal,  and 
some  other  expedient  must  now  be  tried.  As 
noted  in  this  report,  the  railroads  allow  the 
producers  to  load  up  as  many  cars  as  they 
please  at  the  mines  and  hold  the  coal  ready 
for  shipment  at  the  convenience  of  the  coal 
men,  and  this  scheme  has  worked  excellently, 
because  it  frequently  .permitted  the  mine  men 
to  complete  a  full  day’s  run  at  the  mines  when 
otherwise  they  would  not  have  loaded  the  coal 
knowing  that  it  must  go  forward  without  or¬ 
ders  and  to  sure  demurrage  at  the  other  end. 
The  railroads  have  also  made  an  agreement 
with  each  other  to  charge  each  other  only  a 
nominal  sum  for  the  per  diem  use  of  cars  in 
the  service  just  referred  to. 

As  intimated  in  the  beginning  of  this  report, 
the  coal  market  is  lifeless.  The  demand  for 
coal  is  very  light.  Prices  are  apparently  no 
object  to  the  few  buyers,  and  the  small  volume 
of  business  is  that  of  a  hand-to-mouth  nature. 
One  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  at  the 
mines  is  the  regular  quotation  of  Kanawha 
splint  lump  coal  of  ordinary  quality,  with  a  few 
well  advertised  brands  bringing  a  higher  price. 

New  River  and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  is 
worth  $2.00  a  ton  at  the  mines,  but  with  only 
a  minimum  amount  changing  hands.  Smoke¬ 
less  run-of-mine  is  quoted  at  $1.45  a  ton  and 
splint  run-of-mine  90  cents.  Splint  nut  and 
slack  ranges  from  65  to  75  cents  for  the  stand¬ 
ard  qualities,  with  poor  stuff  selling  lower,  and 
once  in  a  long  time  a  small  sale  bringing  a 
higher  price. 

The  flood  stage  of  the  Ohio  river  brought 
down  an  unusually  large  amount  of  Pittsburgh 
coal,  but  the  great  bulk  of  it  was  taken  beyond 
Cincinnati  for  the  southern  markets.  The 
Kanawha  shippers  also  marketed  a  good-sized 
run  of  coal.  Although  the  demand  for  river 
coal  is  very  light,  the  market  is  quite  firm, 
most  of  the  shippers  holding  firmly  for  7J4 
cents  a  bushel  for  lump  in  barges.  Nut  and 
slack  quoted  at  5)4  and  6  cents  a  bushel  in 
barges.  There  is  no  change  in  the  local  retail 
business,  which  is  fair.  Splint  lump  sells  for 
$3.75  a  ton  delivered  to  families,  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  $4.25  and  anthracite  $7.50. 


Big  Suit  Is  Filed. 

Considerable  comment  has  been  made  in 
coal  circles  upon  the  outcome  of  a  dispute  be¬ 
tween  the  Campbells  Creek  Coal  Company  and 
the  Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  both  of  this  city.  The  former  company 
on  Monday  entered  suit  against  the  latter  ask¬ 
ing  for  judgment  for  $55,643,  damages  upon  an 
alleged  breach  of  contract.  It  appears  that  the 
plaintiff  company  entered  into  a  contract  to 
deliver  to  the  defendant  225  barges  of  coal  at 
$1.53  a  ton,  the  defendant  company  to  take  the 
coal  at  the  rate  of  130  tons  a  day.  After  re¬ 


ceiving  19,308  tons,  the  defendant  company 
refused  to  take  the  balance,  and  suit  followed. 
Both  concerns  are  among  the  largest  in  the 
city. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Board  of  Public  Safety  of  the  City  of 
Cincinnati  will  open  bids  at  noon  on  Monday, 
March  2,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  to  the 
'fire  department  of  the  city  about  25,000  bushels 
of  gas  coke. 

Capt.  George  W.  Thomas,  general  manager 
of  C.  Jutte  &  Co.,  the  largest  independent  pro¬ 
ducers  of  river  coal,  was  a  Cincinnati  business 
visitor  during  the  week.  He  had  several  tows 
of  coal  on  the  present  flood  in  the  river,  and 
stopped  more  than  half  a  million  bushels  here 
for  the  Cincinnati  market. 

The  Wess  Coal  &  Grain  Company,  of  Win- 
ton  place,  one  of  the  suburbs  of  this  city,  is 
mourning  the  loss  of  a  horse  and  buggy  which 
were  stolen  from  the  company’s  yards  one  day 
early  in  the  week.  They  are  offering  a  reward 
for  information  that  will  lead  to  the  arrest  and 
conviction  of  the  parties  who  stole  the  prop¬ 
erty. 

The  Kanawha  National  Bank,  of  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  filed  suit  in  the  common  pleas  court 
a  few  days  ago  against  A.  P.  Gibson,  of  Alder- 
son,  W.  Va.,  and  attached  ten  gold  bonds  of 
the  Western  Pocahontas  Corporation  in  the 
possession  of  the  Fifth  National  Bank  of  this 
city.  The  action  is  based  upon  a  note  by  the 
Kentucky  Coal  &  Lumber  Company  upon 
which  Gibson  was  endorser  with  W.  W.  Mc- 
Guffin,  secretary. 

Capt.  Arthur  Moren,  assistant  master  of 
transportation  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Pittsburgh, 
came  down  from  Pittsburgh  by  rail  to  be  here 
ahead  of  his  company’s  towboats,  which 
brought  down  an  unusually  large  amount  of  coal 
during  the  past  week.  Several  million  bushels 
of  the  shipment  were  sent  to  points  south,  and 
enough  was  left  here  to  comfortably  take  care 
of  the  company’s  several  .local  elevators  and 
other  local  trade. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


Trade  Is  Flattened  Out  With  Small  Hope 
of  Recovery — Koruskation  a 
Big  Event. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  chief  feature  of  the  market  this 
week  is  the  absence  of  anything  of  interest.  The 
coal  business  is  just  toddling  along  at  about  the 
same  old  gait.  In  other  words,  when  you  say 
that  everything  is  so  slow  that  it  could  not  get 
any  worse,  you  have  sized  up  the  situation. 

The  Illinois  Central  and  several  railroads  are 
taking  the  maximum  tonnage  on  their  contracts 
and  this  is  relieving  the  operators  on  those  roads 
some,  but  to  dispose  of  coal  on  the  open  market  is 
a  nightmare.  Standard  coal  is  in  better  demand 
than  Carterville  and  high  grade  coal,  but  that 
is  not  saying  much,  either,  as  a  number  of  Car¬ 
terville  mines  have  been  practically  out  of  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  last  six  weeks. 

Fine  coal  is  in  good  demand  with  screenings 
(2-inch)  bringing  35  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
2-inch  nut  65  cents  at  the  mines,  nut  and  pea 
about  55  cents  at  the  mines  and  pea  and  slack 
15  cents  at  the  mines,  for  standard  grade  of  coal. 
Some  very  good  3-inch  Carterville  nut  has  been 
offered  about  town  this  week  at  price  of  $1.00 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

In  spite  of  the  desperately  slow  condition  of 
things  now  the  coal  men  are  looking  for  good 
prices  in  March,  as  nearly  all  feel  that  there  is 
going  to  be  some  little  trouble  on  April  1  and 
that  there  will  be  quite  an  amount  go  into  stor¬ 
age  during  the  next  five  weeks.  Quite  a  number 
of  firms  here  are  beginning  to  store  a  little  coal 
though  the  movement  is  not  general  enough  to 
have  any  effect  on  the  market  at  present,  espe¬ 
cially  since  there  is  an  unprecedented  amount  of 
coal  on  the  market  now. 

Some  little  Arkansas  anthracite  seems  to  be 
moving,  as  the  operators  in  that  district,  seeing 
the  trend  of  financial  conditions,  have  reduced 
their  circular  to  the  spring  schedule  two  months 


earlier  than  usual.  Although  the  amount  is  not, 
in  reality,  large  it  seems  to  be  quite  a  bit  when 
compared  with  last  month,,  as  then  there  was 
hardly  anything  coming  in  from  Arkansas.  The 
business  on  Pennsylvania  anthracite  is  about  over 
for  the  year,  as  no  one  cares  to  order  coal  shipoed 
from  the  mines  at  this  date,  as  the  chances  are 
that  it  would  not  get  in  until  after  April  1,  and 
there  seems  to  be  very  little  in  transit  at  the 
present  date.  Current  prices  are  as  follows,  f. 
o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

•  Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.67 ;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42  ;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52  ;  mine-run,  $1.37  ;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.27;  nut  and  pea,  $1.17;  2-inch  screenings, 
$1.02;  54 -inch  slack,  77  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  and  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.52;  3-inch  nut,  $1.52. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12 ;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.12;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump,  $2.12;  6-inch  egg,  $2.02;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97; 
2-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine-run,  $1.67;  2-inch  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Chas.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Cres¬ 
cent  Coal  Mining  Company,  of  Chicago,  was 
in  town  today  visiting  his  many  friends  and  lin¬ 
ing  up  some  business  for  the  coming  season. 

George  Wilson,  of  the  Carterville  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  has  gone  to  New  Orleans  to  be  at  the  Mardi 
Gras. 

The  Order  of  Kokoals  gave  a  koruskation  last 
Wednesday  night  at  Doric  Hall  and  had  quite  a 
large  time,  as  usual.  The  following  members 
were  initiated :  J.  E.  Corby,  of  the  Corbv  Sup¬ 
ply  Company;  D.  F.  Cameron,  of  the  Link  Belt 
Machinery  Company;  Ed.  Chenot,  of  the  Mt. 
Olive  and  Staunton  Coal  Company;  S.  J.  Fowler, 
of  the  S.  J.  Fowler  Coal  &  Coke  Company ; 
George  Simpson,  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany;  Frank  Ellis,  of  the  Maguire  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  ;  Mr.  Dwyer,  of  the  Carterville  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  Mr.  Shiff,  of  Donk  Bros.  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  and  G.  W.  Allen,  of  the  Eureka,  Ark., 
Anthracite  Coal  Company.  After  the  initiation, 
all  were  seated  at  a  good  old  St.  Louis  “Dutch 
lunch,”  and  they  proceeded  to  make  merry.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  the  candidates  for  initiation  were  unable 
to  be  put  through  at  this  koruskation,  as  their 
duties  called  them  to  the  conference  at  Peoria, 
which  was  in  session  at  this  time.  W.  C.  Brown¬ 
lee  was  not  feeling  well,  and  so  Alec  Bryden 
acted  as  modoc.  The  Kokoals,  who  always  have 
something  new  up  their  sleeves,  are  now  plan¬ 
ning  a  smoker  which  they  intend  to  give  in  the 
near  future  and  invite  all  of  the  coal  men  in  St. 
Louis  and  vicinity  to  attend  and  see  what  a  good 
thing  for  the  coal  trade  the  Kokoals  are.  . 

The  Kokoals  and  in  fact  all  of  the  coal  men  are 
very  glad  to  hear  that  Fred  Klein  is  now  con¬ 
valescing  from  his  recent  attack  of  pneumonia  and 
that  he  expects  to  be  able  to  go  out  in  a  few  days. 
Fred  is  an  enthusiastic  Kokoal  and  one  of  the 
best  fellows  in  the  coal  trade.  At  the  last  korus¬ 
kation  the  boys  unanimously  voted  to  send  him 
a  box  of  flowers  as  a  token  of  their  sympathy. 

Members  of  the  trade  are  very  sorry  to  hear 
that  Jack  Phelps,  of  Phelps-Donley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  who  is  another  prominent  Kokoal,  is  now 
under  the  weather.  He  has  been  suffering  from 
attacks  of  influenza  and  though  he  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  house  he  is  far  from  being  in  his 
usual  fine  trim. 


Important  Coal  Road. 

Binghamton,  N.  Y„  February  27. — At  the 
hearing  before  the  Public  Service  Commission 
at  Albany  last  week,  in  relation  to  changing  the 
route  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Binghamton  &  Eastern 
railroad,  it  developed  that  the  railroad  company 
is  destined  to  be  a  great  coal  road,  having  already 
secured  important  contracts,  one  of  which  will 
mean  the  transportation  of  over  2,000,000  tons  of 
soft  coal  annually.  The  Erie  railroad  representa¬ 
tives  are  opposing  the  changing  of  the  P.  B.  & 
E.  route.  The  P.  B.  &  E.  want  to  change  the 
route  to  escape  heavy  grades.  J.  A.  Schwanake, 
the  engineer  of  the  new  road,  has  laid  out  prac¬ 
tically  a  new  route  from  Binghamton  to  Clear¬ 
field,  Pa.,  a  distance  of  230  miles. 
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Toledo  Market. 


Nothing  in  Contracts  Is  Being  Done,  but 
the  Preparations  Are  Made  (or 
Lake  Trade. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  February  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  a  noticeable  improvement 
in  local  conditions.  While  there  is  no  general 
rush  of  business,  there  is  considerable  more  ac¬ 
tivity  than  has  been  apparent  for  some  time.  This 
is  particularly  true  so  far  as  steam  coal  is  con¬ 
cerned,  the  market  showing  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  matter  of  tonnage,  although  prices 
are  somewhat  disordered.  The  railways  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  buy  some  coal,  and  the  factories  are 
gradually  stocking  up  in  anticipation  of  future 
labor  troubles,  which,  it  is  thought,  .will  cul¬ 
minate  on  April  1.  There  is  some  diversity  of 
opinion  among  operators  and  dealers  as  to 
whether  there  will  be  a  total  suspension  of  op¬ 
erations  at  that  time,  the  consensus  of  opinion 
being  that  such  will  be  the  case.  Others  antici¬ 
pate  that  the  matter  will  be  patched  up  perhaps 
after  some  delay,  and  that  the  mines  will  continue 
to  operate  at  least  part  of  the  time. 

Domestic  trade  is  still  extremely  dull,  the  re¬ 
tailers  living  from  hand  to  mouth.  To  illustrate, 
one  wholesaler  received  a  telephone  order  today 
for  a  car  of  coal,  with  the  admonition  to  “hurry 
if  up,  because  I  already  have  seven  tons  sold  out 
of  the  car,  and  can’t  deliver  it  until  I  get  it.” 
This  shows  the  general  policy  now  being  pursued 
by  the  retailers,  and  the  daily  demand  is  regulated 
largely  by  local  weather  conditions.  When  a  cold 
day  somes  there  is  an  increased  demand  and  when 
the  weather  moderates  the  demand  falls  off  and 
there  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  retailers 
to  stock  up  above  his  daily  needs.  A  number  of 
shipments  have  been  delaved  because  of  the  se¬ 
vere  recent  storms,  otherwise  shipments  have  been 
promptly  rceived  when  ordered.  Another  thing 
which  is  telling  on  the  local  trade  is  the  diffi¬ 
culty  in  making  collections,  the  retailer  finding 
many  of  his  customers  without  money,  and  the 
wholesaler  and  operator  being  indirectly  affected 
bv  this  condition. 

Few  if  any  lake  contracts  have  yet  been  closed 
and  local  coal  men  do  not  anticipate  a  heavy  sea¬ 
son  along  this  line.  Renort's  to  the  effect  that 
there  is  a  large  amount  of  last  season’s  shipments 
still  on  hand  in  the  northwest  leads  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  there  will  be  but  light  shipments  until 
the  middle  of  July  or  the  first  of  August.  The 
coal  men  are  not  apparently  anxious  to  close  -con¬ 
tracts  for  lake  deliveries  at  present  prices,  even 
if  the  contracts  were  to  be  had.  There  is  an  un¬ 
certainty  about  the  present  condition  which  makes 
them  wary  of  entering  into  agreements  for  future 
deliveries  until  some  of  the  clouds  have  blown 
over. 


Personal  Mention. 

A.  J.  Connelly  has  returned  from  Cincinnati, 
where  he  went  to  spend  Sunday  with  friends. 

T.  Boone  Brown,  local  manager  of  the  Can- 
nelton  Coal  Company,  is  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  today. 

F.  T.  Lyon,  salesman  of  the  Flushing  Coal 
Company,  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  recently 
on  business. 

A  number  of  the  local  Kokoals  are  planning  on 
taking  in  the  koruskation  to  be  held  in  Cleveland 
on  next  week  Friday. 

Joe  Lavenberg  is  rounding  up  the  Michigan 
coal  trade  this  week,  and  the  indications  point  to 
a  highly  successful  trip. 

Langdon  Lee,  general  manager  of  the  Cannel- 
ton  Coal  Company,  of  Cannelton,  W.  Va.,  is  ex¬ 
pected  in  the  city  tomorrow. 

The  Toledo  trade  received  a  visit  recently  from 
John  R.  Maylon.  salesman  of  the  Pittsburgh-Buf- 
falo  Company.  Mr.  Maylon  travels  out  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

R.  O  FTart,  representing  the  Pittsburgh  &  In¬ 
diana  Coal  Company,  has  returned  from  a  suc¬ 
cessful  business  trip  to  Detroit  and  other  Michi¬ 
gan  points. 

E.  McConnaugbey,  salesman  of  the  Alma  Coal 
Company,  of  Wellston,  Ohio,  was  calling  on  the 
Toledo  trade  today.  He  reports  that  his  con¬ 
cern  is  running  every  day. 


C.  O.  Miniger  has  returned  from  a  visit  at 
Columbus,  whither  he  was  called  on  business  the 
first  of  the  week.  Last  week  he  made  a  successful 
business  trip  to  Qeyplgnd. 

The  local  coal  offices  received  a  call  from  E.  O. 
Roberts,  of  the  Roberts  Coal  Company,  operating 
at  Jackson,  Ohio.  Mr.  Roberts  went  from  here  to 
Detroit  on  business  connected  with  his  firm. 

A  recent  letter  from  I.  W.  Copeland,  who  is 
touring  the  tropics  of  Central  and  South  America, 
announces  his  arrival  at  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica, 
on  February  8.  He  is  in  perfect  health.  He  is 
delighted  with  the  tropical  climate  of  Costa  Rica, 
and  pronounces  it  the  finest  he  has  yet  found  in 
all  his  extensive  travels  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Buying  Is  Unusually  Light  and  Prices 
Are  Soft— Report  of  Decem¬ 
ber  Tonnage. 

Kansas  City,  February  27. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Not  in  several  years  has  the  de¬ 
mand  for  commercial  coal  been  so  weak  as  at 
the  present  time.  Dealers  are  disappointed  and 
many  are  anticipating  a  bad  year.  The  weather 
is  the  chief  cause  of  the  dull  market.  The  cold 
snap  petered  out  a  week  ago  and  again  the  air 
is  as  balmy  as  the  Florida  brand. 

There  is  practically  no  market  for  heating  coal, 
the  dealers  say,  and  prices  are  uncertain.  Most 
of  the  local  dealers  are  quoting  Cherokee  lump  at 
$3.75 ;  Cherokee  nut,  $3.25 ;  Richmond,  $3.50 ; 
Missouri  lump,  $3.50 ;  semi-anthracite  lump,  $6.50, 
and  Arkansas  grate  size,  $6,75. 

The  demand  for  steam  coal  is  fair.  Southern 
Kansas  lump  coals  are  selling  to  the  big  users 
at  $1.85  to  $2.00.  Slack  is  selling  well  at  $1.10  to 
$1.25.  The  railroads’  demand  averages  well  for 
this  time  in  the  year,  the  wholesale  manager  of 
the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  said  today, 
and  there  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  supply  to 
factory  users  because  of  the  growing  tendency  to 
return  to  coal  after  a  thorough  test  of  oil  and 
gas. 


Coal  Tonnage  Report. 


A  comparison  in  the  coal  tonnage  in  the  South¬ 
western  district  in  December  of  1906  and  1907 
shows  a  decrease  in  same  section.  It  follows : 


State — • 

1906  1907 

Increase 

Decrease 

Missouri  .... 

...  334,582  278,383 

56,199 

Kansas . 

. .  .  558,792  5S9.859 

31,067 

Arkansas  .  .  .  . 

.  ..  193,837  185,621 

8,216 

Indian  Ter. 

.  .  237,144  316,625 

79,481 

Totals  . 

...1,324,355  1,370,488 

110,548 

64,415 

A  comparison  of  the  total 

tonnage 

for  1906 

and  1907  is 

also  interesting.  Here  it  is : 

State — - 

1906 

1907 

Increase 

Missouri  .  . .  . 

.  2,605,852 

2,884,471 

?78,619 

Kansas  . 

.  5,097,720 

6,454,419 

1,356,699 

Arkansas  .  . . . 

.  1,706,923 

2,286.983 

580,060 

Indian  Territory  .  2,324,653 

3,030,465 

705,812 

Totals  . . .  . 

. 11,735,148 

14,656,338 

2,921,190 

News  in  Brief. 

Three  motors  are  now  in  use  in  No.  6  mine 
of  the  Cherokee  &  Pittsbugh  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  Frontenac,  Kas.,  a  third  one  having  re¬ 
cently  been  installed. 

The  Fidelity  Coal  Company  is  opening  up  an 
excellent  coal  property  at  Stone  City.  The  new 
mine  is  now  ready  for  development,  the  shaft 
being  sunk  to  the  coal.  Three  shifts  are  working 
on  it. 

There  is  another  prospect  that  the  Atchison, 
Kan.,  coal  mine  will  be  operated.  Two  big 
operators  are  considering  it.  Several  of  the  best 
mining  experts  have  examined  the  property,  and 
say  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  can  be  profitably 
operated. 

The  Frisco  is  storing  coal  at  Girard,  Carl  Junc¬ 
tion  and  Baxter,  Kas.  It  is  reported  that  130,- 
000  tons  will  be  stored  at  Girard.  _  The  coal  there 
is  being  piled  up  along  the  Frisco  track  near 
Cow  creek.  A  steam  shovel  is  being  used  in  un¬ 
loading  it. 

The  Brighton  mine,  which  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  Kansas  Citv  parties  for  several  months 
has  been  taken  over  by  A.  L.  Brumbaugh  and  T. 


J.  Horton,  the  Iola  men  who  owned  it  last  July. 
Ernest  J.  Harens  will  be  the  general  manager 
and  James  Graham  will  have  charge  of  the  mine. 

The  Katy  Coal  Company  mines  at  Mineral, 
Kas.,  are  working  full  time  getting  out  coal  for 
storage  purposes  for  the  M.  K.  &  T.  railway. 
The  railroad  company  is  storing  a  large  amount 
of  coal  at  Parsons.  Unable  to  get  enough  here 
for  the  supply,  coal  is  being  brought  in  from 
Illinois. 

The  200  striking  miners,  who  have  been  refus¬ 
ing  to  work,  for  over  a  month,  at  the  mines  of 
the  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Company  at  Jenny 
Lind,  Ark.,  will  return  to  work,  according  to  a 
statement  given  out  by  Bennett  Brown,  commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  Southwestern  Coal  Operators’  As¬ 
sociation.  However,  the  trouble  has  not  been 
entirely  settled.  The  principal  grievance  of  the 
miners  is  that  the  underground  passages  are  un¬ 
safe  and  the  men  ask  that  the  company  employ 
shot  firers. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  February  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  abnormally  cold  weather  of 
February  has  had  some  influence  toward  putting 
some  life  into  the  coal  market,  but  it  is  still  far 
from  what  might  be  expected  of  it  at  this  season 
of  the  year.  In  fact,  as  a  prominent  coal  man 
said,  this  has  been  the  lowest-priced  winter  in 
the  experience  of  the  “oldest  inhabitant.”  Not 
only  nothing  like  it  was  ever  experienced  before, 
but  it  was  unexpected.  However,  there  is  very 
little  downright  complaining  being  done,  for  the 
shippers  are  still  doing  some  business  and  are 
selling  coal  daily— not  in  large  quantities,  it  is 
true,  but  the  factories  are  gradually  increasing 
their  forces  of  men  and  their  outputs  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  March  1  should  not  see  a  bet¬ 
ter  condition  of  things,  especially  in  view  of  the 
promised  cessation  of  work  at  the  mines  in  April 
pending  the  negotiations  between  the  operators 
and  the  miners. 

One  encouraging  feature  is  that  very  little  coal 
is  on  track  today — in  fact  hardly  enough  to  meet 
the  daily  demand.  Prices  are  unchanged,  being 
held  up  by  the  shippers.  Hocking  lump,  which 
has  been  “circulared”  at  $1.50  for  ever  so  long — 
it  was  $2  a  year  ago — is  still  held  firm  at  that 
price  and  very  little  of  it  is  being  disposed  of  at 
$1.35.  There  is  no  material  change  in  fine  coal 
conditions. 

Shipments  of  anthracite  have  improved  greatly 
and  today  there  is  a  good  supply  of  all  sizes, 
even  including  chestnut.  The  wholesale  trade 
in  this  branch  of  the  coal  business  is  rather  dull 
just  now,  for  the  dealers  are  holding  off  and 
piecing  out  to  the  best  of  their  ability  until  the 
usual  spring  discount  goes  into  effect.  Nobody 
in  this  city — that  is,  among  the  handlers  of  coal — 
takes  any  stock  in  the  rumors  that  the  daily 
press  is  printing  about  the  plan  of  the  anthra¬ 
cite  operators  to  “pass  up”  the  “sliding  scale” 
discount  this  year.  The  retail  business,  for  the 
past  three  weeks,  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  has 
been  brisk  in  the  domestic  trade,  both  as  to  hard 
and  soft  coal,  and  retailers  have  had  all  they 
could  do  to  fill  orders  with  any  degree  of  punc¬ 
tuality. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

John  Donaldson,  who  represents  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  in  Cleveland,  paid  this  city  ■  a 
short  visit  this  week. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Cleveland,  representing  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  &  Ohio  Mining  Company,  was  a  visitor  in 
Detroit  last  Monday. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  local  representative  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company,  was  out  in  the  state  the 
early  part  of  this  week. 

John  W.  McCrea,  a  newspaper  man  of  ten 
years’  experience,  has  given  up  that  profession 
and  gone  into  the  coal  business,  having  accepted 
the  position  of  city  salesman  for  Neil  W.  Snow, 
district  representative  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Companies.  Mr.  McCrea  was  for 
five  years  railroad  editor  of  a  Buffalo  paper  and, 
a  few  days  ago,  resigned  his  position  on  the  edi¬ 
torial  staff  of  the  Free  Press  of  this  city,  to  ac¬ 
cept  his  present  position.  Upon  his  departure 
from  the  local  papers,  his  brothers  on  the  force 
remembered  him  with  a  beautiful  scarfpin. 
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Cleveland  Market. 


West  Virginia  Differentials  Are  Restored 
and  Conditions  Are  Becoming 
Normal. 


Cleveland,  Ohio.  February  27. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  market  is  showing  slightly 
better  than  a  week  ago,  under  definite  assurance 
given  today  that  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  will  with¬ 
draw  its  rate  of  $1.05  from  the  West  Virginia 
field  and  reinstate  the  former  differential  of  $1.15. 
Notice  has  not  been  filed  with  the  commerce 
commission,  but  this  will  be  done  soon. 

Ti.o-o  is  stin  considerable  asritation  over  the 
effect  of  this  rate  reduction.  It  will  be  possible 
for  the  West'  Virginia  operators  to  dispose"  of 
a  big  tonnage  for  lake  shipment  in  the  next  thirty 
davs  before  the  expiration  of  which  the  change  in 
tariff  cannot  be  made. 

Aside  form  a  number  of  storage  cargoes,  little 
chartering  has  been  taken  up  by  local  lake  ship¬ 
pers.  It'  is  not  likely  that  these  Cleveland  inter¬ 
ests  will  make  season  contracts  until  the  mini¬ 
mum  rate  is  fixed  and  a  settlement  made  on  the 
wage  scale.  However,  loading  has  been  begun 
at  Lorain  and  will  be  here  in  larger  way  next 
week.  It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  big 
supply  of  coal  afloat  before  April  1,  when  the 
miners’  contract  expires. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  relative 
to  wage  scale  among  local  interests.  This  is 
shown  in  the  buying.  Those  who  apprehend  a 
close-down  are  storing  up  some  for  future  use. 
The  dealers  appear  to  be  about  equally  divided  on 
the  question,  as  evidenced  by  trading. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of  West 
Virginia  coal  that  has  poured  into  this  market 
and  Lorain  under  the  lowering  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  differentials.  Dealers  in  other  coal  dis¬ 
tricts  report  that  the  situation  is  still  chaotic 
and  will  not  be  straightened  out  for  some  time. 
In  the  face  of  the  over-production,  however,  No. 
8,  Pittsburgh,  and  other  district  dealers  have 
held  up  prices.  Thev  have  refused  to  make  con¬ 
cessions,  taking  the  position  that  such  would  be 
no  use,  no  incentive.  One  big  firm  has  practically 
refused  to  compete  under  the  conditions — that  is, 
to  try  for  business  under  the  circumstances.  Es¬ 
timates  are  being  secured  on  the  amount  of  West 
Virginia  coal  brought  in  here  during  the  past 
four  weeks,  also  on  the  amount  of  it  that  may 
creep  into  the  lake  trade  this  month  and  next. 
It  will  take  a  week  or  two  to  figure  this  out,  firms 
report. 

Prices  on  Pittsburgh  coal  in  this  market,  f.  o. 
b.  mines,  are  as  follows :  Slack,  80  cents ;  mine- 
run,  $1.30;  34-inch,  $1.15;  No.  8  slack,  75  cents; 
mine-run,  $1.05;  j^-inch,  $1.15;  lj^-inch  lump, 
$1.25;  No.  6  mine-run,  $1.05;  J^-inch,  $1.15;  114- 
inch  lump,  $1.25;  Cambridge  mine-run,  $1.05; 
34-inch,  $1.15;  l*4-inch  lump,  $1.25;  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  slack,  f.  o.  b.  mines,  has  been  selling  again 
this  week  as  low  as  60  cents;  mine-run  from  80 
to  90  cents. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  Pinkerton  Detective  Agency  has  procured 
a  verdict  of  $10,000  in  federal  court  here  against 
the  United  States  Coal  Company  for  service  ren¬ 
dered  in  May,  1906,  at  Plum  Run  mines  during 
a  strike.  The  United  States  Company  and  other 
operators  employed  the  Pinkertons'  to  supply 
strike-breakers.  The  defendant  claims  the  ex¬ 
pense  was  to  have  been  shared  pro  rata  and  that 
other  concerns  went  back  on  the  agreement. 

Among  the  Cleveland  men  that  went  to  Indian¬ 
apolis  this  week  to  confer  on  whether  an  inter¬ 
state  or  state  wage  conference  shall  be  held  were 
L  Hornickel,  general  manager  of  mines  for  the 
M.  A.  Hanna  Company,  and  C.  E.  Maurer,  of  the 
Glens  Run  Coal  Company. 

The  Cleveland  Car  Service  Association  han¬ 
dled,  during  1907,  1,016,003  cars  against  796,687 
cars  during  1906.  From  July  1  on,  lake  coal  ship¬ 
ments  are  included  in  the  figures.  This  accounts 
for  part  of  the  increased  showing.  The  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  leads  with  a  movement  of  288,609  cars,  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  following  with  202,786. 

To  give  the  state  railway  commission  power  t o 
make  rulings  which  will  force  railroads  to  pay 
for  short  weights  on  coal,  the  passage  of  the 


Chamberlain  bill  now  before  the  legislature  is 
being  strongly  supported  by  the  Wholesale  & 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio.  At  its 
annual  meeting  here  this  week,  the  association 
pledged  support  to  the  measure. 


Affairs  at  Bluefield. 


Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  February  26.— Conditions 
are  no  worse  than  previously  reported  and  in 
fact  there  is  an  undercurrent  existing  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  that  augurs  well  for  the  future.  The 
railroad  company  has  restricted  the  allotment  of 
cars  to  such  an  extent  that  there  is  little  free 
coal  being  shipped  at  the  time.  Shipments  are 
being  bandied  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  manner 
and  with  not  much  chance  of  any  marked  im¬ 
provement  in  the  near  future.  Operating  expenses 
are  being  cut  to  a  minimum  throughout  this  sec¬ 
tion  and  shippers  are  experiencing  great  delays 
in  getting  their  coal  through  to  destination. 

A  bill  has  been  read  in  the  Virginia  legislature 
whereby  a  tax  of  one  per  cent  is  to  be  imposed  on 
all  coal  mined  in  that  state.  This  bill  is  receiv¬ 
ing  a  very  severe  comment  by  the  press  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  on  account  of  the  fact  that  there  are  so 
many  concerns  developing  property  in  the  field, 
which  may  be  scared  off  if  it  receives  any  very 
serious  consideration. 

The  demand  for  Winifrede  nut  and  slack  con¬ 
tinues  and  the  market  is  holding  firm  at  65  to 
70  cents  on  western  shipment.  Tidewater  ship¬ 
ments  are  being  shut  off  until  the  accumulation 
is  reduced.  Pocahontas  mine-run  is  being  sold 
from  $1.15  to  $1.30  with  very  little  demand.  The 
domestic  coals  are  doing  fairly  well,  but  are  by 
no  means  in  an  active  state.  Pocahontas  nut  and 
slack  orders  are  few  and  far  between,  but  with 
the  resumption  of  the  coke  business  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  next  week  this  element  will  be  removed. 


Financial  News. 


Erie  Railroad  Company. 

The  Erie  Railroad  Company  issues  the  fol¬ 
lowing  financial  statement  for  all  lines  for  the 
month  of  December  and  six  months: 

December —  1907  1906 

C.ross  earnings  . $3,771,284.37  $4,194,520.53 

Working  expenses  .  3,499,010.00  3,233,020.46 

Net  earnings  . $  272,273.47  $  961,500.07 

Included  in  the  expenses  is  one-twelfth  of 
the  entire  taxes  of  the  year,  also  one-twelfth 
of  the  annual  depreciation  of  equipment. 

For  six  months — 1907  1906  Increase 

dross  earnings. $27, 626. 632. 75  $27,025,202.99  $  601,429.76 
Working  exp..  22,268,158.87  19,020,034.85  3,238,124.02 


Net  earnings.$  5,368,473.88  $  8,005,168.14  *$2,636,694.26 
*  Decrease. 


Susquehanna  &  Western. 

The  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western 
Railroad  Company,  including  the  Wilkes-Barre 
&  Eastern  Railroad,  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  for  the  month  of  December  and  six 
months: 


December —  1907  1906  Increase 

dross  earnings  . $270,638.15  $267,910.02  $2,728.13 

Working  expenses _  194,496.50  188,306.79  6,189.71 


Net  earnings  . $  76,141.65  $  79,603.23  $3,461.58 


Included  in  the  expense  is  one-twelfth  of  the 
entire  taxes  of  the  year,  also  one-twelfth  of 
the  annual  depreciation  of  equipment. 

Six  months —  1907  1906  Increase 

dross  earnings.  .$1,740,562.08  $1,497,258.10  $243,303.98 

Working  exp _  1,298,441.90  1,053,167.46  245,274.44 

Net  earnings  .$  442,120.18  $  444,090.64  *$1,970.46 

‘Decrease. 


William  Griffith,  mining  engineer  and  geolo¬ 
gist  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  suggests  a  way  of  pro¬ 
viding  proper  support  for  the  surface  where 
mine  operations  have  been  extensively  con¬ 
ducted.  He  believes  that  abandoned  mine 
workings,  especially  those  underlying  cities 
like  Scranton,  should  be  filled  with  ashes  and 
other  solid  refuse  of  the  city  by  flushing  this 
waste  down  through  bored  holes  into  the 
mines  He  advises  that  this  be  accomplished 
through  sinking  holes,  under  engineering  ad 


vice,  in  the  several  sections  of  the  city  where 
conditions  call  for  more  substantial  support 
for  the  surface. 


Refuses  Substituted  Coal. 


Boston  Authorities  Score  a  Well  Known 
Coal  Company. 


Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  27 .—{Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.) — The  trustees  of  the  paupers’  institution 
will  at  once  notify  the  Maryland  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  the  successful  bidders  in  the  contract 
let  last  December,  to  supply  2,500  tons  of  New 
River,  Georges  Creek  or  Pocahontas  coal  to  the 
institutions  named  on  Long  Island,  to  remove 
from  the  bins  all  that  remains  of  the  lot  of  coal 
that  has  been  delivered  there. 

It  is  charged  that  the  Maryland  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  instead  of  delivering  Georges  Creek- 
coal,  as  specified  in  the  contract,  on  which  their 
bid  was  at  the  rate  of  $4.57  per  ton,  substituted 
a  Pennsylvania  coal,  from  the  South  Fork  dis¬ 
trict.  The  order  came  from  Mayor  Hibbard  of 
Boston,  following  a  report  made  by  the  finance 
commission.  As  almost  half  of  the  2,500  tons  of 
coal  have  been  consumed  by  the  institutions,  the 
city  will  settle  with  the  coal  company  for  the  coal 
used,  deducting  thirty-one  cents  per  ton  from  the 
contract  price  aereed  upon,  which  the  city  coal 
expert.  H.  J,  Williams,  claims  is  the  difference  in 
the  value  of  the  coals. 

The  report  of  the  finance  commission  scored 
the  coal  company.  Shortly  after  it  was  read,  the 
mayor  went  to  Long  Island,  and  made  a  personal 
inspection  of  the  coal  bins  and  saw  several  tests 
made.  He  said  he  was  convinced  that  the  coal 
was  not  up  to  the  standard. 

The  commission  says  in  its  report :  “The  coal 
contracted  for  by  the  Maryland  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  came  in  four  lots  in  vessels  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  each  under  bill  of  lading  falsely  describ¬ 
ing  the  coal  as  ‘Maryland  Big  Vein  Georges’ 
Creek.’  An  expert  chemist  made  an  analysis, 
and  reports  that  it  was  of  inferior  grade  with 
a  great  deal  of  moisture,  a  high  per  cent  of  ash, 
and  an  insufficient  percentage  of  heat  efficiency 
and  that  it  could  not  he  Georges’  Creek.  The 
Boston  agent,  being  called  upon,  said  positively, 
both  in  writing  and  in  conversation,  that  the  coal 
was  as  claimed,  and  pointed  to  the  bills  of  lading 
to  prove  statements,  even  going  so  far  as  to  point 
out  on  the  map  the  mine  in  Maryland  where  it 
was  mined,  on  a  property  alleged  to  be  owned  by 
the  contracting  company.  Investigation  satisfied 
the  commission  that  these  statements  were  untrue 
and  the  president  of  the  contracting  company 
was  called  uoon,  who  admitted  that  his  company 
owned  no  mines  in  Maryland,  and  that  the  coal 
came  from  the  section  of  Pennsylvania  named 
above,  claiming  that  the  coal  was  of  as  good  qual¬ 
ity  as  that  specified  in  the  contract. 


Another  Combination. 


Reports  from  Pittsburgh  are  to  the  effect 
that  Francis  L.  Robbins,  until  recently  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  !k  Coke  Comnanv,  and  prior  to  that  time 
president  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  is 
forminsr  a  combination  of  the  smaller  inde¬ 
pendent  mines  in  the  Pittsburgh  territorv.  Tt 
will  embrace  mines  in  Western  Pennsylvania, 
West  Virginia  and  Ohio. 

It  is  declared  that  three  meetings  have  al¬ 
ready  been  held  but  definite  action  has  been 
impossible  because  some  of  the  companies 
have  been  slow  in  giving  their  sanction.  Mr. 
Robbins  refuses  to  make  any  definite  state¬ 
ment  regarding  this  alleged  company  either  in 
the  way  of  denying  or  affirming  any  inten¬ 
tions  in  the  matter.  Common  rumor,  as  re¬ 
ported  bv  some  of  the  financial  papers,  savs 
that  the  following  companies  may  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  belonging  to  the  new  combination- 
The  Clyde  Coal  Company,  the  H.  P.  Dilworth 
Coal  Company,  the  Diamond  Coal  Company, 
the  People’s  Coal  Company,  the  A.  R.  Budd 
Coal  Company,  the  United  Coal  Company,  the 
Midland  Coal  Company.  The  Marine  Coal 
Company,  the  J.  H.  Sanford  Coal  Company, 
the  Toseph  Walton  Coal  Company  and  the 
Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Company. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Demand  Now  Subject  to  the 
Weather  Conditions — Better  Feel¬ 
ing  in  Bituminous  Trade. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  February  27. 

There  is  not  a  heavy  demand  for  anthracite, 
and  in  consequence,  the  companies  are  restricting 
the  production,  few  of  the  mines  being  worked 
more  than  four  days  a  week.  Last  week,  some  of 
the  larger  companies  only  worked  three  full  days. 
This  week,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  practically 
all  of  the  mines  will  be  closed  for  two  full  days. 
This  will  mean  that  out  of  twenty-five  working 
days  in  February  fully  nine  days  were  lost  by 
the  companies  on  account  of  suspensions.  It  is 
yet  too  early  to  estimate  the  February  produc¬ 
tion,  but  some  idea  as  to  the  extent  of  the  cur¬ 
tailment  can  be  gained  by  taking  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  number  of  days  the  collieries  were  not 
worked  within  the  month.  From  now  on  until 
after  April  1,  the  companies  are  not  anticipating 
any  great’  demand  for  coal,  and  it  is  pretty  gener¬ 
ally  agreed  that  the  collieries  will  not  be  worked 
more  than  four  full  days  each  week  during 
March.  While,  at  present,  the  companies  have 
not  got  any  great  amount  of  unsold  coal  above 
ground,  there  is  no  desire  to  get  any  great 
amount  of  such  tonnage,  and  from  now  on  until 
the  demand  increases,  production  will  be  cur¬ 
tailed  accordingly. 

The  winter  season  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
while  it  is  believed  that  there  will  be  two  or 
three  months  yet  in  which  coal  will  be  used 
generally,  for  heating  purposes,  on  acccount  of 
the  usual  summer  reduction,  retailers  will  not 
buy  any  more  coal  than  is  absolutely  needed  for 
immediate  demands.  No  inducement  can  be  of¬ 
fered  them  to  buy  more  than  they  can  sell  prior 
to  April  1. 

Last  year  the  February  production  of  anthra¬ 
cite  was  4,563,000  tons.  In  no  year  has  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  tonnage  exceeded  5,000,000  tons  except  in 
1903.  Since  that  time,  it  fell  one  year  to  3,922,000 
tons,  and  in  1906  it  was  4,712,000  tons.  The 
March  production  of  last  year  was  5,235,814  tons. 
The  collieries  were  worked  full  time  all  the 
month  to  produce  this  tonnage. 

Practically  all  grades  of  anthracite  are  dull 
except  pea.  All  of  the  companies  are  behind  on 
their  orders  for  this  size.  Some  of  them  have 
been  short  on  chestnut,  up  to  the  moment,  but 
now  they  are  catching  up  pretty  well  with  their 
orders  for  this  size.  All  other  sizes  of  prepared 
coal  are  long,  while  the  smaller  sizes  under  pea 
are  very  inactive. 

Tidewater  business  is  not  changed  from  our 
last  report.  Only  a  fair  tonnage  is  going  for¬ 
ward.  Line  business  is  slackening  off,  but  is  per¬ 
haps  the  busiest  branch  of  the  trade.  Cars  are 
plentiful,  and  deliveries  are  being  made  with 
promptness.  Most  orders  for  this  trade  are  for 
small  quantities,  and  the  orders  are  usually  rush 
ones,  which  show  that  the  dealers  are  not  too 
plentifully  stocked.  This  trade,  like  the  dealers 
in  the  large  consuming  cities,  will  buy  only  in  a 
hand-to-mouth  way  until  the  April  reduction  has 
been  decided  upon. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

There  is  a  slightly  better  tone  in  the  bitu¬ 
minous  trade.  There  is  more  inquiry  each  week 
as  to  contracts,  and  new  orders  are  reported 
from  day  to  day,  which,  while  usually  for  small 
lots,  are  nevertheless  encouraging.  But  few  con¬ 
tracts  have  been  closed  to  date,  but  those  who 
have  signed  up  report  that  prices  obtained  are 
about  in  accord  with  the  prices  which  obtained 
about  this  time  last  season.  What  contracts  are 
being  made  are  at  an  f.  o.  b.  mine  basis,  as 
shippers  do  not  want  to  speculate  as  to  freight 
rates  the  coming  coal  year.  While  the  idea  pre¬ 
vails  that  if  there  is  a  change,  it  will  be  for 
lower  rates  than  are  now  prevailing,  no  shipper 
wishes  to  take  chances,  and  therefore  the  sale 
is  made  at  the  mines. 

There  is  more  inquiry  coming  from  New  Eng¬ 
land  points,  and  while  the  sale  of  spot  coal  to 
this  territory  is  not  largely  increased,  there  seems 
to  be  a  better  feeling  as  to  conditions  in  this 
territory,  and  now  that  the  stocks  of  coal  being 


held  by  consumers  are  believed  to  be  pretty  well 
exhausted,  dealers  are  hopeful  of  having  a  fair 
business  from  this  territory  from  now  on.  Line 
business  to  this  territory  shows  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment.  Prices  on  Pennsylvania  average  grades  of 
steam  coal  are  around  $1.10  to  $1.15  per  ton  at 
the  mines. 

New  York  harbor  trade  shows  very  little 
change.  There  is  no  heavy  accumulation  of  coal 
at  the  ports,  and  one  hears  of  but  few  lots  of 
demurrage  coal.  With  few  exceptions,  most  of 
the  coal  coming  to  tide  is  upon  orders.  Occasion¬ 
ally  some  shipper  sends  a  lot  of  unsold  coal  for¬ 
ward  and  suffers  in  consequence.  Good  grades 
of  steam  coal  sell  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  ship¬ 
ping  ports  from  $2.50  to  $2.80.  Cambria  and 
Clearfield  coals  are  in  fair  demand,  Selims'  within 
the  above  quotations.  Some  lots  of  inferior  West 
Virginia  coals  have  been  offered  as  low  as  $2.30, 
while  Georges’  Creek  commands  the  usual  price, 
around  $3.00  to  $3.25.  There  is  a  good  demand 
for  gas  slack,  which  sells  at  a  basis  of  70  cents 
at  the  mines,  which  is  about  5  cents  cheaper  than 
the  prevailing  price  for  slack  at  this  time  last 
year. 

Production  is  being  heavily  curtailed,  few  of 
the  mines  being  worked  more  than  three  full  days 
per  week.  In  the  West  Virginia  fields,  production 
is  just  about  fifty  per  cent  of  normal  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  there  is  considerable  less  coal  at  the 
roads  than  there  has  been  in  some  time. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  very  slack,  but  some 
inquiry  is  coming  from  this  territory  about  con¬ 
tracts  for  another  year,  and  as  soon  as  the  ice 
making  season  is  over,  and  the  ports  are  open,  it 
is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  fair  movement  of 
coal  in  this  direction. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  slightly  improved, 
some  orders  coming  in  from  day  to  day,  with  con¬ 
siderable  inquiry  as  to  contracts.  Cars  are  plen¬ 
tiful,  and  coal  is  coming  forward  from  the  mines 
on  much  better  schedule  than  formerly. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market,  there  has  been 
no  improvement.  Owners  are  glad  to  get  char¬ 
ters  at  most  any  price  within  reason  and  the 
rates  quoted  last  week  will  apply  this  week. 
Weather  has  been  favorable  this  week,  and  boats 
have  moved  with  more  promptness  than  usual. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Chartering  of  Lake  Tonnage  Begins 
Upon  a  Rather  Elaborate 
Scale. 


Buffalo,  February  27. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)  —  A  rising  temperature  has  served  to 
weaken  a  generally  strong  market  and  a  period 
of  dullness  appears  to  have  fallen  upon  the 
anthracite  trade  in  this  section.  Buying,  which 
during  the  extreme  cold  weather  was  unusu¬ 
ally  active,  has  slumped  materially.  Dealers 
are  sending  in  orders  with  marked  caution, 
and  there  is  quietness  all  along  the  line.  Less 
coal  is  coming  in  from  the  mines  and  some  of 
the  western  orders  are  being  filled  from  the 
accumulated  stocks  which  have  assumed  quite 
large  proportions.  Rail  business  is  slow.  Out¬ 
side  dealers  are  apparently  only  seeking  to 
keep  their  customers  supplied  and  the  retailers 
are  buying  from  hand  to  mouth.  It  is  evident 
that  from  the  present  until  April  1st  the  market 
will  be  ruled  by  the  weather.  With  a  cold 
snap  would  come  back  a  measure  of  activity, 
but  there  is  no  probability  that  there  will  be 
a  steady  market,  at  least  until  the  price  reduc¬ 
tion  and  wage  scale  is  settled.  None  of  the 
companies  are  working  their  mines  to  the  full 
capacity  and  February’s  production  will  show 
a  decided  falling  off  from  that  of  the  corre¬ 
sponding  month  last  year. 

Chartering  of  lake  vessels  for  the  opening 
of  the  season  has  already  commenced.  It  is 
understood  that  tonnage  sufficient  to  move 
1,150,000  tons  has  already  been  tied  up  at  last 
season’s  rates.  This  is  thirty  cents  to  the  head 
of  the  lakes  and  forty  cents  to  the  principal 
Lake  Michigan  ports.  It  is  not  likely  that 
more  season  chartering  will  be  done  before 
April.  Of  the  amount  of  tonnage  secured  thus 
far,  the  bulk  of  it,  or  fully  100,000  tons  has 
been  snapped  up  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  and 
Lackawanna  companies.  Both  these  compan¬ 


ies  have  considerable  stock  on  hand  and  doubt¬ 
less  will  begin  loading  in  the  near  future,  to 
enable  them  to  start  out  promptly  with  the 
opening. 

In  the  retail  trade  there  is  the  same  lethargy 
since  the  warmer  weather  came  on,  as  has  at¬ 
tached  to  the  general  business.  Consumers  are 
buying  sparingly,  in  anticipation  of  the  April 
reduction  or  discount.  That  it  will  be  made 
this  year  as  usual,  nobody  appears  to  doubt. 


Bituminous  Market. 

Conditions  in  the  bituminous  market  remain 
unchanged.  Trade  is  at  a  practical  standstill. 
Nothing  is  expected  to  develop  until  the  wage 
scale  question  is  definitely  settled.  Coal  op¬ 
erators  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois  meeting  with  the  officers  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  have 
been  seeking  to  decide  upon  a  joint  conference 
of  miners  and  operators  to  re-establish  the  in¬ 
terstate  wage  agreement.  The  wage  agree¬ 
ment  which  has  been  in  force  for  two  years 
past,  will  expire  by  limitation  on  April  1st. 
When  the  joint  conference  met  in  Indianapo¬ 
lis  in  January  it  found  it  impossible  to  accom¬ 
plish  any  definite  results.  The  miners  were 
inclined  to  hold  out  for  an  increase  of  wages 
and  several  important  modifications  in  the 
conditions  of  labor.  The  operators,  on  the 
other  hand,  contended  that  the  general  depres¬ 
sion  in  all  lines  of  industry  and  the  decreased 
earnings  of  the  mining  companies,  rendered  it 
impossible  to  grant  an  increase.  It  was  hinted, 
moreover,  that  present  conditions  in  the  indus¬ 
trial  world  appeared  to  justify  a  reduction 
rather  than  an  increase  of  the  wage  scale.  In 
this  opposing  frame  of  mind  the  miners  and 
operators  adjourned  the  conference  without 
coming  to  any  definite  understanding. 

Since  the  January  conference  adjourned  the 
operators  and  miners  of  the  several  states  have 
discussed  the  question  and  in  most  cases  have 
practically  agreed  to  make  some  mutual  con¬ 
cessions.  As  a  consequence  there  is  an  im¬ 
proved  prospect  for  a  re-establishment  of  the 
joint  relations  that  have  existed  during  the 
past  three  years.  The  wage  scale  conference 
will  doubtless  be  called  to  assemble  next  month 
either  in  Indianapolis  or  Chicago. 

Personal  Mention. 

H.  K.  Wicks,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  of  the 
firm  of  H.  K.  Wicks  &  Co.,  was  a  caller  on 
acquaintances  and  business  friends  during  the 
week. 

John  Rogers,  of  Elias  Rogers  Company, 
limited,  Toronto,  was  a  visitor  here  this  week. 
He  reports  business  conditions  as  easy  in  the 
Dominion. 

Several  local  members  have  received  from 
J.  S.  Van  Epps,  of  Cleveland,  notice  of  a  meeting 
of  the  order  of  Kokoals,  to  be  held  on  March  6th, 
in  the  Hollenden  hotel,  Cleveland,  at  which  it  is 
expected  that  a  wide  circle  of  the  coal  inter¬ 
ests  will  be  represented.  Several  Buffalonians 
will  attend. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  freight 
market  since  our  report  of  a  week  ago,  and  as  a 
number  of  steamers  have  been  recently  chartered 
at  rates  last  quoted,  the  number  of  available 
boats  has  diminished. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows :  $1.25  to  $1.30  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 
$1.60  to  $1.70  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.40  to  $1.45 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.55  to  $1.60  to  Daiquiri;  $1.60 
to  $1.70  to  Santiago;  $1.50  to  $1.55  to  Colon; 
$1.75  to  $1.80  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.75 
to  $1.85  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.35  to  $1.45  to  St. 
Thomas ;  $1.75  to  $1.80  to  Barbados ;  $1.40  to 
$1.50  to  Kingston ;  $1.20  to  $1.25  and  p.  c,  to 
Curacao;  $2.40  to  $2.50  to  Demerara;  $1.65  to 
$1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.40  to  $1.45  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.40  to  $1.45  to  Tampico  ($2.30  to  $2.35  to  Tam¬ 
pico  on  coke);  11s  to  11s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres; 
13s  to  13s  6d  to  Rosario;  12s  6d  to  13s  6d  to 
Rio;  13s  6d  to  14s  6d  to  Santos;  11s  to  11s  6d 
to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east 
of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $4.50 
and  discharged  to  Manila;  $4.75  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  February  27. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Anthracite  conditions  have  changed 
but  little  from  last  week,  and  the  demand  is  still 
too  light  to  take  care  of  the  full  production  of  the 
operations  so  that  the  companies  will  operate  only 
four  days  this  week.  Pea  coal  is  very  scarce,  and 
seems  to  be  the  most  needed  by  consumers.  Steam 
sizes  are  fairly  active,  while  the  prepared  sizes  are 
slow.  Weather  for  the  past  few  days  has  been 
entirely  too  mild  for  heavy  consumption  for  heat¬ 
ing  purposes,  so  that  the  retail  trade  is  only  fair. 
Retailers  are  buying  very  scantily,  as  none  of 
them  wishes  to  have  any  stocks  on  hand  when  the 
April  circular  goes  in  effect. 

Contracts  for  bituminous  for  the  new  coal  year 
are  being  talked,  but  very  few  are  being  signed  as 
yet.  There  is  more  inquiry  about  contract  busi¬ 
ness  than  for  some  weeks  past,  and  operators  are 
hopeful  that  conditions  will  gradually  brighten  up 
so  that  the  mines  can  be  operated  on  better  time. 
At  present  the  restriction  is  very  marked,  and  this 
accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  ports  are  not  con¬ 
gested  with  unsold  coal  as  was  formerly  the  case. 
Miners  are  no  longer  shipping  indiscriminately 
without  orders,  and  those  who  ship  want  nearer 
the  cost  of  production.  Prices  for  Pennsylvania 
coals  are  from  $1  up  at  the  mines,  fair  grades  coal 
being  purchasable  at  $1.10  to  $1.25. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Locust  Mountain 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  the  directors  were  all  re¬ 
elected. 

President  George  F.  Baer  of  the  Reading,  in 
company  with  Mrs.  Baer,  is  at  Palm  Beach,  Fla., 
for  a  couple  of  weeks. 

Creditors  have  filed  a  petition  to  have  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Consolidated  Coal  Company  adjudged 
bankrupt's.  Following  are  the  creditors  and  the 
amounts  claimed :  Corn  Exchange  National  Bank, 
$5,000  ;  Oscar  C.  Hoffman,  $32.12  ;  W.  D.  Althouse 
&  Co.,  $14.84. 

Andrew  J.  Speese,  proprietor  of  the  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  Coal  Company,  one  of  the  large  Philadel¬ 
phia  retail  companies,  died  at  his  home  in  Ger¬ 
mantown  on  last  Wednesday  night  of  heart  dis¬ 
ease.  He  was  65  years  of  age.  He  was  employed 
for  thirty-five  years  in  the  transportation  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Reading,  and  became  president  of  the 
Franklin  Trust  Company  upon  its  organization 
four  years  ago.  Five  sons  and  two  daughters  sur¬ 
vive  him. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  it  was  requested 
that  the  board  of  managers  give  “urgent  consider¬ 
ation  to  the  advisability”  of  issuing  additional 
stock  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000  as  dividends. 
The  outstanding  capital  stock  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
&  Navigation  Company  is  $17,378,500.  Another 
feature  of  the  meeting  was  the  adoption  of  a  res¬ 
olution  of  “appreciative  approval  and  sincere 
thanks”  to  the  president  and  board  for  the  “able 
and  efficient  management  and  progress”  of  the 
company’s  affairs  last  year.  W.  A.  Lathrop  was 
re-elected  president.  The  following  were  re¬ 
elected  to  the  board  of  managers  :  Joseph  S.  Har¬ 
ris,  Lewis  A.  Riley,  Samuel  Dickson,  Bayard  Hen¬ 
ry,  John  S.  Wentz,  James  May  Duane,  Henry 
Pratt  McKean,  R.  Dale  Benson,  Erskine  Hewitt, 
Edward  Walter  Clark  and  Richard  Y.  Cook. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  February  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  trade  is  now  being 
governed  entirely  by  the  weather.  When  it  is 
cold,  there  is  considerable  buying  on  the  part  of 
consumers,  but  there  has  been  so  much  mild 
weather  this  winter  that  consumption  up  to  the 
past  month  has  been  way  below  normal.  During 
February  there  was  a  fair  amount  of  coal  which 
went  into  consumption,  but  from  now  on  the  buy¬ 
ing  will  be  only  to  fill  urgent  requirements,  as 
none  of  the  retailers  want  to  carry  over  any  high 
price  coal  into  April,  when  the  summer  rate  goes 
into. effect.  While  there  is  a  fair  tonnage  of  coal 
coming  forward  now  by  tide,  it  is  not  of  such  a 
heavy  volume  as  the  companies  and  wholesalers 
would  hke,  and  further  coal  weather  is  the  only 
hope  of  the  coal  men  to  enable  them  to  handle  a 
good  tonnage  fo;-  the  next  two  or  three  months. 


Line  points  are  buying  coal  from  time  to  time,  but 
only  in  small  quantities. 

There  is  some  slight  improvement  noted  in  the 
bituminous  trade,  but  still  business  in  this  line  is 
very  flat.  While  some  new  orders  are  reported 
every  few  days,  they  are  usually  for  small  lots. 
For  the  last  few  days  there  have  been  some  good 
cargoes  coming  to  Boston  and  other  eastern  har¬ 
bors  by  tide,  but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  accumu¬ 
lation  of  coal  as  was  the  case  some  weeks  ago. 
Shipments  are  largely  on  contracts  or  orders,  so 
that  there  is  not  an  abnormal  amount  of  spot  coal 
on  hand.  Prices  for  the  new  coal  year  have  not 
yet  been  announced,  and  but  few  contracts  have 
been  made.  Buyers  and  operators  are  holding  off 
awaiting  further  developments.  The  manufactur¬ 
ing  interests  are  yet  unprepared  to  make  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  year,  as  they  are  not  in  position  to 
say  just  how  much  coal  they  will  need.  Then 
again,  financial  affairs  have  not  been  satisfactorily 
adjusted.  It  is  believed  that  many  manufacturing 
plants  throughout  New  England,  which  have  been 
completely  shut  down  or  are  running  on  short 
time,  would  be  willing  to  resume  their  operations, 
but  that  they  cannot  get  the  banks  or  financial  in¬ 
terests  to  guarantee  them  money  for  payrolls  and 
immediate  needs.  It  is  urged  in  some  quarters 
that  the  New  England  financial  interests  are  en¬ 
tirely  too  conservative  in  this  respect,  and  that 
numerous  manufacturing  concerns  have  enough 
business  in  sight  to  warrant  them  in  running  their 
plants  on  fair  time,  but  that  the  need  of  immedi¬ 
ate  cash  for  payrolls  and  other  cash  purchases 
prevent  them  from  doing  so.  West  Virginia  high 
grade  coals  are  held  at  former  prices,  while  there 
is  the  usual  range  in  Pennsylvania  coals,  which 
are  purchasable  at  $1  and  up  at  the  mines. 

Vessels  are  to  be  had  wherever  and  whenever 
needed,  and  rates  continue  low,  charters  from  the 
Roads  to  Boston  being  made  at  60  to  65  cents. 
From  Baltimore,  70  to  75  cents. 


News  in  Brief. 

Concerning  the  newspaper  reports  that  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  will 
soon  ask  for  bids  for  the  construction  of  mam¬ 
moth  coal  pockets  at  Salem,  Mq^s.,  it  is  stated 
from  a  source  that  is  considered  authoritative  that 
the  company  does  not  at  present  contemplate  erect¬ 
ing  a  plant  in  Salem,  although  they  have  recently 
purchased  considerable  property  in  that  city. 

The  New  Haven  road  has  announced  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  which  has  so 
notified  the  roads  concerned,  that  it  will  continue 
until  May  1  the  traffic  rates  and  agreements  with 
the  Central  of  New  Jersey,  Reading  and  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  roads,  via  the  Jersey  Central  New 
York  harbor  route.  The  New  Haven  had  recently 
agreed  to  maintain  such  arrangements  until  March 
31,  when  it  was  intended  to  force  the  roads  named 
to  use  the  Poughkeepsie  Bridge  route  for  entrance 
into  New  England. 

Experts  on  smoke  employed  by  the  elevated 
road  and  the  Edison  companies  appeared  before  a 
legislative  committee  last  week  at  a  hearing  on 
the  smoke  ordinance  bill,  and  made  the  statement 
that  they  don’t  know  how  to  prevent  the  smoke. 
J.  D.  Andrew,  expert  for  the  Boston  Elevated, 
said  that  he  had  been  trying  to  stop  smoke  for 
10  years  and  that  he  had  not  succeeded  yet.  J. 
Otis  Wardell,  who  appeared  for  the  Edison  Com¬ 
pany,  told  the  committee  that  if  the  bill  under 
consideration  became  a  law  his  company  would 
have  to  break  all  records  in  the  matter  of  quick 
firing  at  their  South  Boston  plant.  The  measure 
allows  smoke  to  issue  from  a  chimney  for  six 
minutes  at  one  time.  Mr.  Wardell  stated  that  as 
they  had  four  chimneys  at  their  South  Boston 
plant  that  they  would  only  have  one  and  one-half 
minutes  for  each  stack.  The  bill  provides  that  no 
public  service  corporation  shall  be  exempt  as  un¬ 
der  the  present  law,  and  also  provides  that  who¬ 
ever  is  responsible  may  be  punished.  This  feature 
has  brought  strong  protest  from  the  Locomotive 
Brotherhood,  who  feel  that  they  will  be  punished 
for  doing  what  they  cannot  avoid  doing  under 
eixisting  conditions. 


The  Oakdale  Coal  Company,  of  Walsenburg, 
Colo.,  have  lately  purchased  a  standard  steam  Ot¬ 
tumwa  box  car  loader,  manufactured  by  the 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Company,  of  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa.  This  company  expects  to  have 
the  machine  put  in  operation  at  their  mine  at 


Walsenburg  at  once.  This  loader  is  designed 
for  the  careful  handling  of  coal  in  box  cars, 
making  possible  a  larger  output  and  reduction 
in  loading  expense. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  February  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  heavy  tidewater  and  foreign 
movement  is  about  the  only  feature  of  encour¬ 
agement  to  the  local  coal  situation  at  present. 
There  is  very  little  business  doing  outside  of 
contract,  but  such  consignments  as  are  going 
out  have  been  of  sufficient  volume  to  make 
things  busy  about  the  piers.  This  sort  of 
activity  lets  it  out,  however.  Line  business  is 
extremely  poor  at  present,  and  the  immediate 
local  demand  is  considerably  lessened  because 
of  the  fact  that  not  a  few  plants  are  working 
on  short  time.  The  big  curtailment  of  work 
of  the  Maryland  Steel  Works,  the  receivership 
of  the  South  Baltimore  Steel  Car  &  Foundry 
Company,  and  the  cutting  down  of  work  of 
the  factories  of  the  Consolidated  Cotton  Duck 
Corporation,  may  be  mentioned  as  some  of  the 
elements  tending  toward  a'lessening  of  local 
coal  consumption. 

Prices  on  spot  business  are  still  much  off 
color.  A  regular  midsummer,  or  worse,  sched¬ 
ule  seems  to  have  been  established  for  the  time 
being.  Real  good  coals  are  to  be  had  at  from 
$1.30  to  $1.35,  and  poor  grades  are  to  be  had 
at  varying  prices  on  down  the  line  as  low  as 
eighty  cents.  There  has  been  some  talk  of 
mining  interests  holding  off  for  a  price  that 
will  give  a  fair  profit  over  production  cost,  but 
no  general  movement  to  that  end  has  taken 
place  as  yet. 


-Low  Priced  Charters. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  present  situation 
is  the  remarkably  low  schedule  of  rates  for 
freight  charters  by  water.  Offerings  are  very 
free,  and  not  a  few  vessels  are  tied  up  here 
and  at  other  Chesapeake  bay  points  awaiting 
charters.  Those  that  are  being  made  are  at 
rates  that  seem  more  to  offer  a  method  of 
existence  with  maintenance  of  crew  for  vessel 
owners  than  at  profit  figures.  A  charter  to 
Vera  Cruz  was  announced  this  week  at  $1.35, 
when  in  busy  seasons  $2.00  or  better  has  been 
demanded  and  secured.  Coastwise  charters 
are  now  as  cheap  as  at  any  time  for  several 
years. 

The  anthracite  business  here  is  not  pros¬ 
pering  at  all  either.  The  stocks  in  most  yards 
are  not  anything  like  so  well  depleted  as  had 
been  hoped  for.  Mild  weather  is  again  pre¬ 
vailing  when  a  good  hard  close  to  winter  had 
been  desired.  The  anthracite  men  would  far 
rather  have  the  troubles  of  hard  deliveries  by 
reason  of  ice  and  snow  covered  streets  than 
the  easy  method  of  delivery  and  the  light  sales 
of  the  present. 


Electricity  vs.  Steam. 

The  increasing  competition  of  electricity  with 
steam  is  being  manifested  right  along.  A  fast 
electric  line  has  just  been  opened  between 
Annapolis,  Md.,  and  Washington,.  D.  C.,  and 
within  a  few  weeks  a  line  will  be  in  operation 
between  Baltimore  and  Washington.  This  sys¬ 
tem,  the  Baltimore,  Washington  &  Annapolis 
Electric  Railroad,  will  actively  compete  with 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  steam 
lines.  The  time  between  cities  will  be  the 
same,  and  as  the  electric  line  has  announced 
a  rate  almost  half  of  the  steam  rate,  a  cut  in 
prices  by  the  later  is  bound  to  follow.  The 
Baltimore  &  Annapolis  Short  Line,  now  a 
steam  road,  will  begin  to  operate  by  electricity 
in  a  few  weeks  also.  As  this  road  .will  largely 
use  water  power  electricity,  the  loss  of  coal 
consumption  will  be  heavy. 

The  January  statement  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  shows  a  decrease  as  compared 
with  the  same  month  of  last  year  of  $1,188,439 
in  gross  earnings,  and  of  $987,859  in  net  earn¬ 
ings.  The  net  earnings  for  seven  months 
showed  a  decrease  of  $2,941,610,  showing  the 
rapid  decrease  in  the  latter  portion  of  the 
period. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


D.  A.  Renahan,  vice-president  of  the  Smokeless 
Fuel  Company,  returned  Tuesday  from  a  south¬ 
ern  trip. 

Fred  Hartwell,  general  western  agent  of  the 
Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Company,  visited 
New  York  this  week. 

E.  M.  Platt,  general  western  sales  agent  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  was  in  New  York 
on  business  this  week. 

The  strippings  of  J.  S.  Wentz  &  Co.,  at  Hazle¬ 
ton,  which  have  been  idle  all  this  winter,  will 
resume  operations  soon. 

W.  R.  Starrett,  of  Ward  &  Olyphant,  whole¬ 
sale  coal  dealers.  Whitehall  building.  New  York, 
returned  Sunday  from  a  trip  to  California. 

G.  W.  Seiler,  New  York  manager  Smith,  Linea- 
weaver  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  spent  several  days 
this  week  on  a  visit  to  the  anthracite  coal  regions. 

J.  D.  Van  Pelt,  of  A.  W.  Hillebrand  &  Co.,  No. 

1  Broadway,  New  York,  spent  several  days  of 
this  week  on  a  visit  to  the  soft  coal  regions  in 
western  Pennsylvania. 

The  Public  Service  Commission  has  issued .  a 
final  order  ae-ainst  the  New  York  Central  rail¬ 
road  forbidding  the  use  of  soft  coal  in  the  en¬ 
gines  on  the  Putnam  division. 

George  N.  Dexter,  formerly  manager  of  Frost 
Brothers  Coal  Companv,  Brooklyn,  is  now  quar¬ 
tered  in  the  Whitehall  building,  where  he  will 
deal  in  coal  for  his  own  account. 

Somerset  Real  Fstate  Coal  Comnanv  has  been 
incorporated  at  Camden,  N.  T.  The  obiect  is  to 
mine  and  sell  coal.  The  capital  stock  is  $125  OOP. 
The  incorporators  are  Guv  B.  Flvte.  A.  E.  Mich¬ 
ael.  J.  C.  Flvte  and  Melvin  M.  Garrison. 

W'lb'am  G.  Collins  of  the  St.  Paul  office  of 
the  M.  A.  Hanna  Coal  Company  is  snending  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  in  New  York.  Mr.  Collins  is  on  a 
pleasure  trip,  and  is  accompanied  by  his  wife. 

The  Bliss  and  Auchineloss  collieries  of  the 
Delaware.  Lackawanna  and  Western  Coal  Com¬ 
panv,  which  have  been  idle  for  some  time  past, 
undergoing  repairs,  were  both  started  again  this 
week. 

The  Hazle  mines  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Company,  near  Hazleton,  will  resume  operations 
earlv  next  month.  These  mines  were  closed  early 
in  December  for  extensive  repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware.  1  aeVawanna  &  Western  railroad  held  Tues¬ 
day,  William  Fahnestock  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  board  of  managers  to  succeed  Samuel 
Sloan,  deceased.  The  other  members  were  re¬ 
elected. 

Knight.  McFadden  &  Co.,  who  maintain  offices 
at  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  have  recently  in¬ 
corporated  their  company  at  Camden,  N.  J.  The 
capital  stock  is  placed  at  $25,000.  Incorporators 
are  Frank  C  Knight,  Edward  C.  McFadden  and 
Edward  M.  Keating. 

The  Long  Island  Railroad  Company  last  week 
was  enioined  by  the  supreme  court  from  using 
soft  coal  in  its  locomotives  while  passing  Hollis, 
L.  I.  The  company  recently  made  experiments 
with  brinuets  on  their  locomotives  for  terminal 
and  suburban  service. 

Col  R.  A.  Phillips,  of  Scranton,  general  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lackawanna  collieries,  is  being 
talked  of  as  a  candidate  for  congress  on  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket,  in  opposition  to  Congressman 
Thomas  D.  Nicholls.  who  is  a  candidate  for  re¬ 
nomination  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Coal  firms  doing  a  bunkering  business  in  New 
York  harbor  report  that  this  line  of  business  is 
not  so  active  now  as  formerly.  Some  estimate 
that  the  bunkering  trade  has  slumped  off  fully 
twenty  per  cent  as  compared  with  the  tonnage 
used  in  this  trade  the  latter  months  of  1907. 

The  Jeanesville  Tron  Works,  at  Hazleton,  Pa., 
large  manufacturers  of  pumps,  is  reported  as 
having  secured  a  contract  which  will  keep  their 


works  in  operation  for  two  or  three  years.  This 
will  terminate  the  receivership  into  which  the 
company  was  forced  early  in  the  financial  panic. 

George  McKay  Morrell,  one  of  the  pioneer  coal 
transportation  men  of  New  York,  having  offices 
at  No.  1  Broadway,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in 
Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  on  Tuesday  evening  of  apoplexy. 
Mr.  Morrell  was  in  his  sixty-first  year.  He  is 
survived  by  a  widow,  three  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters. 

William  F.  Halstead,  formerly  general  manager 
of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad, 
died  at  his  home  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  Sunday,  aged 
seventy-one  years.  He  began  work  on  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  as  a  water  boy  when  he  was  fifteen  and 
rose  by  successive  stages  until  he  became  vice- 
president.  He  resigned  July  1,  1899. 

Bids  were  opened  last  Wednesday  for  supply¬ 
ing  20,000  tons  of  anthracite  pea  coal  for  use 
of  the  department  of  docks  and  ferries,  New 
York,  and  were  as  follows:  Howard  S.  Bowns, 
$4.14  per  ton ;  William  Farrell  &  Sons,  $4.19 ;  W. 
P.  W.  Haff,  $3.78 ;  Curtis-Blaisdell  Company, 
$3.59.  The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Curtis- 
Blaisdell  Company. 

While  ten  miners  were  being  lowered  into  the 
Stanton  mine  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal 
Company  at  Wilkesbarre  last  Friday,  a  large  body 
of  ice  in  the  shaft  fell,  striking  the  hood  of  the 
cage  and  demolishing  it.  Two  of  the  men  were 
killed  outright,  one  died  on  the  way  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  and  three  others  are  believed  to  be  fatally 
injured.  The  cage  was  near  the  bottom  of  the 
shaft,  which  is  1,000  feet  deep,  when  the  ice  fell. 

The  Pennsvlvania  railroad  is  about  t'o  construct 
vards  near  Cranberry,  Pa.,  on  the  lands  of  the 
Delaware  &  Susquehanna  Coal  Company,  in  or¬ 
der  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  the  output  of  the 
extensive  coal  tracts  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson 
Company  in  the  Schuvlkill  region.  All  the  coal 
from  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  collieries  in  Schuyl¬ 
kill  will  be  carried  to  Wilkesbarre  by  the  Penn¬ 
svlvania  and  from  there  it  will  be  taken  over  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  over  its  own  lines. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad,  during  the  week 
ending  February  15,  hauled  122.881  tons  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburgh  and  Erie. 
Up  to  that  time  658.927  tons  had  been  carried  this 
year,  against  660,884  tons  for  the  same  period  last 
year.  The  figures  for  bituminous  coal  for  last 
week  were  662,700  tons,  and  for  coke  150,017  tons. 
A  heavy  reduction  is  shown  in  the  totals  for  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  and  coke  for  the  year  up  to  February 
15.  Of  bituminous  3,938,680  tons  were  carried, 
against  4,794,401  tons  last  year.  The  totals  for 
coke  for  the  same  period  this  year  and  last  Were 
875,939  and  1,765,145  tons,  respectively. 

The  Isthmian  Canal  Commission  is  about  to 
substitute  fuel  oil  for  coal  in  its  various  machine 
shoos  and  power  houses  and  wherever  practicable 
under  its  stationary  boilers  throughout  the  zone. 
Under  the  contract  with  the  Union  Oil  Company, 
of  California,  that  company  is  required  to  furnish 
crude  oil  at  linv  convenient  point  on  its  pipe  line 
to  the  Canal  Commission  or  to  the  Panama  Rail¬ 
road  Company  at  the  rate  of  90  cents  a  barrel. 
The  companv  has  in  operation  an  eight-inch  pipe 
line  across  the  isthmus,  practically  paralleling  the 
Panama  railroad  main  line,  with  extensive  storage 
tanks  at  Laboca  on  the  Pacific  side  and  at  Mount 
Hope  on  the  Atlantic  side. 

The  Gaylord  &  Butler  Company  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Scranton.  Pa.,  to  carry  on  a  general 
engineering  and  hydraulic  business.  This  com¬ 
panv  includes  among  its  incorporators  J.  H.  Gay¬ 
lord  and  P.  W.  Butler,  of  the  Gaylord  &  'Eita- 
pena  Company,  contracting  engineers,  which  com¬ 
pany  it  takes  over,  also  local  capitalists.  C.  B. 
Sturgis,  E.  S.  Dolph  and  Thomas  F.  Wells.  The 
new  companv  also  takes  over  the  business  of  the 
Penn  Engineering  &  Supply  Company.  S.  M. 
Hawk,  manager  of  the  Penn  Company.  Will  re¬ 
main  with  the  new  company  until  April  1.  when 
he  will  leave  to  accept  a  position  with  one  of  the 
large  coal  companies  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
state. 


The  Hellenbach  Coal  Company,  owner  of  a 
tract  of  land  near  Wilkesbarre,  upon  which  a  col¬ 
liery  was  operated  by  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre 
Coal  Company,  has  been  given  a  title  to  the  culm 
bank  which  has  been  piled  up  on  the  property. 
A  decision  of  the  supreme  court  states  that  the 
lease,  which  dates  from  1869,  was  not  a  sale  of 
all  the  coal  within  the  limits  of  the  tract,  but  only 
of  such  portion  thereof  as  passed  over  a  five- 
eights-inch  mesh.  Therefore  the  fine  coal  that 
has  been  dug  and  hoisted  by  the  lessee  has,  in 
effect,  been  piled  up  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
land  owner,  and  the  increased  use  of  small  coal  in 
recent  years  makes  the  present  value  of  the  culm 
bank  a  considerable  item. 

It  is  announced  that  the  New  York  Central 
railroad  plans  no  new  construction  for  this  year. 
All  of  the  equipment  ordered  by  the  company’s 
various  lines  last  year  has  now  been  delivered 
except  3,000  cars,  which  will  shortly  be  delivered. 
The  company  would  have  cancelled  the  order  for 
these  cars,  but  the  manufacturers  had  gone  too 
far  with  the  work.  These  cars  will  have  to  be 
added  to  the  company’s  large  stock  of  idle  equip¬ 
ment.  Outside  of  finishing  up  the  work  on  New 
York  city  terminals,  and  the  elimination  of  some 
grade  crossings  at  Yonkers,  the  company  is  said 
to  have  no  other  improvement  work  in  contem¬ 
plation.  The  company  expects  to  be  operating  all 
of  its  Yonkers  trains  by  electricity  some  time  in 
April. 

In  his  annual  report  to  the  stockholders  of  the 
Lackawanna,  President  Truesdale,  in  discussing 
the  general  railroad  outlook,  said :  “The  present 
prospects  for  the  transportation  interests  of  the 
country  are  not  at  all  satisfactory,  and  the  out¬ 
look  for  1908,  as  respects  railway  earnings,  gross 
or  net,  are  anything  but  encouraging.  Opinions 
as  to  the  causes  which  produced  existing  condi¬ 
tions  differ  widely,  and  it  seems  hardly  necessary 
or  advisable  to  attempt  to  state  them  in  this 
report.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that,  be 
the  cause  what  it  may,  there  has  been  engen¬ 
dered  a  very  deep  and  widespread  distrust  of  the 
management  and  financial  standing  and  sound¬ 
ness  of  all  the  railways  of  the  country,  whether 
good,  bad  or  indifferent,  and  anything  that  has 
thus  far  been  urged  in  contravention  of  this  preju¬ 
dice,  for  preiudice  in  a  great  measure  it  surely  is, 
no  matter  from  what  high  and  influential  au¬ 
thority  emanating,  has  not  apparently  had  the 
slightest  effect  in  restoring  confidence  in  either 
the  ability  or  integrity  of  the  management  of  the 
railways  or  any  of  them,  or  in  the  inherent  value 
of  their  properties  or  any  of  them.” 

Imperial  Modoc  Chas.  E.  Lester  of  the  Order 
Kokoal,  reports  the  distribution  of  the  funds 
raised  by  the  Order  for  the  relief  of  the  victims 
of  the  recent  mine  disasters,  as  follows :  “The 
total  receipts  amounted  to  $1,044.28,  and  as  the 
total  number  of  deaths  resulting  from  these  two 
accidents  was  602,  we  distributed  our  fund  pro 
rata  $629.69,  being  sent  to  the  relief  committee 
of  the  Monongah  mine  accident,  where  363  men 
were  killed,  and  $414.50  to  the  Darr  Creek  com¬ 
mittee  at  which  latter  mine  239  lost  their  lives. 
It  was  our  purpose  originally  to  also  include  in 
this  pro  rata  division  to  the  relief  of  the  Naomi 
mine  sufferers  but  advices  were  received  from 
the  president  of  the  company  operating  this  last 
mine,  thanking  us  for  the  offer,  but  stating  that 
they  were  taking  care  of  all  those  people  them¬ 
selves,  and  did  not,  therefore,  intend  calling  upon 
anv  relief  associations, — further  than  this  we  re¬ 
ceived  contributions  to  the  fund  from  employes 
of  this  latter  company.  While  the  amount  re¬ 
ceived  has  been  a  little  disappointing,  yet  taking 
all  things  into  consideration,  such  as  the  fact  that 
the  appeal  was  issued  right  at  the  holiday  time, 
the  depression  in  our  trade,  which  struck  us  at 
about  the  same  time,  and  also  the  further  fact 
that  a  number  of  our  members  had  already  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  general  relief  fund  through  other 
channels — some  of  our  members  with  whom  I 
have  talked  seem  to  think  that  it  is  quite  as  good 
as  we  could  expect.  Small  as  the  amount  is,  it 
will  no  doubt  help  to  foot  up  the  aggregate.” 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


Liability  of  Express  Companies. — Be¬ 
ing  common  carriers,  and,  as  such,  in¬ 
surers  of  property  intrusted  to  them  for 
shipment,  the  supreme  court  of  appeals 
of  West  Virginia  holds  (Hutchinson  vs. 
United  States  Express  Co.)  that  express 
companies  are  liable  as  insurers  until 
after  they  have  performed  all  that  the 
law  or  the  special  contract  of  shipment 
has  enjoined  upon  them.  Such  insurance 
is  not  primary  or  special  in  its  nature, 
but  only  incidental  to  the  contract  of  car¬ 
riage,  and  neither  begins  earlier  nor  con¬ 
tinues  longer  than  is  necessary  to  secure 
faithful  and  efficient  execution  of  the 
contract  of  carriage.  Ordinarily,  an  ex¬ 
press  company  must  make  delivery  of 
goods  or  packages  carried  by  it’  to  the 
consignee  in  person  at  his  place  uf  busi¬ 
ness  or  residence,  or  to  some  person  au¬ 
thorized  to  receive  the  same,  before  its 
liability  as  a  common  carrier  and  in¬ 
surer  thereof  ceases.  But  the  general 
rules,  respecting  the  place  and  mode  of 
deliverv,  may  be'modified  or  set  aside  by 
usage  or  special  agreement,  under  which 
delivery  may  be  made  at  the  express  of¬ 
fice  or  agency ;  and  the  duty  of  the  car¬ 
rier  in  the  premises  is  then  measured  by 
the  usage  or  custom  or  the  terms  of  the 
special  agreement.  Liability  as  carrier 
for  a  package  carried  to  a  point  at 
which  the  established  practice  is  to  make 
deliveries  at  the  express  office  or  ware- 
rooms  on  application  for  the  goods,  pur¬ 
suant  to  notice  of  their  arrival,  given  by 
mail,  does  not  terminate  until  a  reason¬ 
able  time,  allowed  for  removal  after  the 
giving  of  the  notice,  has  elapsed.  If  the 
duty  to  give  such  notice  be  omitted,  and 
the  goods  are  lost  by  reason  of  a  cause, 
other  than  one  of  those  for  which  the 
law  makes  an  exception  in  favor  of  the 
carrier,  such  as  an  act  of  God,  or  the 
like,  the  carrier  is  generally  held  to  ac¬ 
countability  as  an  insurer.  But  if  fail¬ 
ure  to  mail  the  notice,  when  such  is  the 
adopted  mode  of  giving  it,  is  not  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  delay  in  remov¬ 
ing  the  package,  and  the  loss  would 
have  occurred  if  it  had  been  mailed,  and 
sufficient  time  has  elapsed  for  the  receipt 
thereof  and  removal  of  the  goods,  if  one 
had  been  mailed,  and  the  consignee  had 
exercised  reasonable  diligence,  the  car-" 
rier  is  liable  as  a  warehouseman  only. 


Conditions  in  Contracts. — The  accept¬ 
ance  of  a  contract  or  an  obligation  which 
also  in  terms  imposes  obligations  upon 
the  obligee,  and  whereupon  the  latter 
seeks  and  obtains  the  benefit  of  the  con¬ 
tract,  binds  the  latter  for  their  perform¬ 
ance,  although  he  may  not  have  express¬ 
ly  undertaken  to  be  bound.  _  The  question 
whether  the  performance  of  a  stipula¬ 
tion  in  a  contract  is  a.  condition  prece¬ 
dent  to  the  performance  of  other  stipu¬ 
lation  in  it,  the  United  States  circuit 
court  of  appeals  says  (Quinlan  vs.  Green 
County,  Ky.,  157  Federal  Reporter,  33) 
depends  upon  the  order  in  which  the  par¬ 
ties  intend  the  several  stipulations  to  be 
performed.  The  calling  of  a  provision 
or  stipulation  a  condition  is  not  conclu¬ 
sive,  and  if  from  the  contract  or  other 
circumstances  it  is  seen  that  it  was  not' 


the  intention  of  the  parties  that  its  per¬ 
formance  should  be  a  condition  precedent 
it  will  not  be  held  to  be  such. 


Ref orrhation  of  Written  Instruments. — 
To  reform  and  change  the  material  ef¬ 
fect  of  a  written  instrument,  the  supreme 
court  of  Iowa  says  (in  Bushert  vs.  A. 
W.  Stevenson  Co.,  113  Northwestern  Re¬ 
porter,  916)  is  a  relief  which  equity  will 
administrator  in  an  appropriate  case ; 
but  it  is  a  thoroughly  well-settled  propo¬ 
sition  that  a  demand  therefor  will  be  re¬ 
fused  unless  the  mutual  mistake  or  the 
fraud  upon  which  the  relief  is  asked  is 
established,  not  simply  by  a  preponder¬ 
ance  of  the  evidence,  but  by  a  prepond¬ 
erance  which  is  clear,  convincing  and 
satisfactory. 

Written  Instruments  are  to  be  Con¬ 
strued  if  Possible  So  as  to  Be  Valid. — 


A  deed  or  other  written  instrument  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  two  or  more  interpretations, 
and  which  would  be  invalid,  as  violative 
of  some  rule  of  law,  if  interpreted  in  one 
of  the  ways  justified  by  its  terms,  the  su¬ 
preme  court  of  appeals  of  West  Virginia 
holds  (Higgins  vs.  Round  Bottom  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  59  Southeastern  Reporter, 
1064)  should  be  so  construed  as  to  make 
it  valid  and  effective ;  it  being  presumed 
in  law  that  the  parties  thereto  did  not  in¬ 
tend,  in  making  the  contract,  to  do  a 
vain  thing. 


Power  of  Secretary  of  Corporation  to 
Make  Contracts. — Proof  that  a  person  is 
secretary  of  a  corporation,  the  court  of 
appeals  of  California  says  (Donaldson 
vs.  Company,  92  Pacific  Reporter,  1046) 
is  not  sufficient  alone  to  establish  his  au¬ 
thority  to  make  contracts  for  the  corpor¬ 
ation  ;  but  such  an  officer  may  be  author¬ 
ized  to  act  in  other  capacities,  and  may 
have  power  to  enter  into  contracts  for 
the  corporation. 


Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


The  Quinn  Coal  Company,  of  New¬ 
ark,  N.  J.,  has  been  organized  with 
$10,000  capital  stock  by  W.  B.  Van 
Houten,  Harry  S.  Quinn  and  W.  D. 
Winterbottom. 

The  Jupiter  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  at  Hal]'1" 
Texas,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 
The  incorporators  are  Owen  Hughes, 
K.  Shields  and  Lewis  F.  Jones. 

The  Hazelton  Coal  Developmenf 
Company  has  filed  articles  of  incor¬ 
poration  showing  a  capital  of  $50,000. 
half  of  which  has  been  paid  in.  The 
concern  will  develop  lands  near  Flint. 
Mich. 

The  New  State  Coal  Company,  of 
Muskogee,  Okla..  has  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 
The  incorporators  are  John  W.  Hoff¬ 
man,  Clarence  Walters  and  H.  G. 
Baker. 

The  Miners’  Mining  &  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  organized  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D  C.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $60  - 
000.  The  incorporators  are  T  L  Dil¬ 
lard.  Tohn  W.  Commany  and  William 
A.  Taylor. 

The  Columbia  Coal  Mine  O' omnnnv 
has  been  incorporated  at  Trinidad, 
Col.,  by  Charles  W.  Stewart.  William 
Gilbert  and  Denton  Dunn,  all  of  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  concern  is  $100,000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  bv  the  Lee  Coal  Company,  of 
Camden.  N.  T  .  showing  a  capital  stock 
of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  of  the 
company  are  A.  W.  Lee.  W.  H.  Mc¬ 
Cormick  and  T.  W.  Wrigley. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Peerless  Coal  Comoanv, 
Toledo,'  Ohio,  by  W.  P.  Hubbs,  D.  A. 
Martin.  W.  W.  Campbell.  H.  J.  De- 
wav  and  A.  F.  Hanson.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  $100,000. 

The  Volunteer  Coal  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Rock  Island.  Ill., 


with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,  divided 
into  shares  of  $100  each.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  George  Somerson,  Fred 
Schroeder  and  John  A.  Schroeder. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Lamar  Coal  &  Gas  Com¬ 
pany,  Lamar,  Colo.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  new  company  is  $50,000  and 
the  incorporators  are  William  M.  An¬ 
derson,  William  Y.  Yockey  and  G. 
W.  Idler. 

A  charter  has  been  issued  to  the 
Checote  Coal  &  Gas  Company,  Ok¬ 
mulgee,  Okla.,  showing  a  capital  stock 
of  $125,000.  The  incorporators  of 
the  concern  are  E.  R.  Hayes.  R.  D. 
Carpenter,  T.  F.  Randolph  and  W.  R. 
Alexander. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Claybon  Coal  Company. 
Cincinnati.  Ohio,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $15,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Solomon  Claybon,  Morris  Clay¬ 


bon,  David  Missach  and  Abram  Black - 
sleger. 

The  Stone  Canon  Consolidated  Coal 
Company  has  been  incorporated  at 
Portland,  Maine,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $6,000,000.  The  promoters  of  the 
concern  are  James  E.  Manter,  Clar¬ 
ence  E.  Eaton,  Charles  D.  Fullerton 
and  J.  R.  Griffin. 

The  New  Fidelity  Coal  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,000. 
The  incorporators  are  W.  F.  Rad- 
cliffe.  R.  W.  Radcliffe,  A.  T.  Conlin 
and  E.  V.  Orrell.  The  company  will 
handle  coal,  coke  and  other  fuels  at 
wholesale. 

The  Lawson  Coal  Re  Coke  Com¬ 
pany.  of  Williamson,  W.  Va..  has  been 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  develop¬ 
ing  about  three  thousand  acres  of  coal 
land  near  Williamson.  Harrv  Law- 
son.  vice-president  of  the  Bank  of 
Williamson,  is  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  new  company. 

The  Monks-New  River  Coal  &  Land 
Company,  Charleston.  W.  Va..  has 
been  incorporated  to  mine  coal  in  the 
Mountain  Cove  district  of  Fayette 
county,  W.  Va.  The  authorized  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  the  concern  is  $500,000. 
The  incorporators  are  T.  C.  Beurv.  G. 
T  Thayer,  W.  E.  Chilton  and  T.  S. 
Clark. 


For  the  second  time  in  less  than  a 
month  the  office  oi’  the  Raab  &  Bohmer 
Coal  Company.  Louisville,  Ky..  was 
broken  into  hv  thieves,  who  stole  over  a 
hundred  dollars  and  escaned.  Entrance 
was  gained  by  breaking  the  glass  plate 
in  the  door. 


Mike  Gallagher,  banker  of  Mount 
Pleasant.  Ohio,  is  stated  to  be  nego¬ 
tiating  for  the  purchase  of  the  Black 
Oak  coal  mine  near  Flushing,  W.  Va.. 
on  the  C.  T  .  Rt  W.  Division  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  eastern  Ohio  capitalists  are 
interested  in  this  deal  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  about  $200,000  is  involved. 


MINER  and  SHIPPER 


G.  C.  BOWMAN  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 


“RELIANCE’ 
*Rnek  Mountain” 


(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"LOPEZ” 

Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  «as 

“ Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oat”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Gallitcin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTST0N,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  tbeir  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Saclcett  Screen  Co.,  Pro* 
Sonic. N.Y., are  first  dans, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
em  to  In  price.  All  shipment*  mad*  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredcmla,  N.Y. 
We  have  a#  breach  home  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  In  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


COAL  FOR  SALE 


S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 


CHICAGO 


TOLEDO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  February  27. — 
( Special  Correspondence.) — A  quiet 
market  prevails,  with  prices  consider¬ 
ably  demoralized  on  domestic  lump. 
Although  a  $1.50  quotation  still  appears 
on  coal  literature  that  is  being  sent  out, 
it  is  an  open  secret  that  practically  all 
shippers  are  shading  this  figure  more 
or  less.  Those  who  would  be  willing 
to  hold  the  price  are  forced  to  meet 
the  competition  of  others.  The  mar¬ 
ket  is  apparently  weaker  than  at  any 
time  since  early  in  January. 

Fancy  domestic  coals  rule  strongest, 
Black  Nancy  being  still  held  at  $2  for 
3-inch  lump  and  $1.75  for  1J4  lump, 
with  steady  demand.  Run-of-mine  re¬ 
mains  practically  unchanged,  at  from 
90c  to  $1.15.  Nut,  pea  and  slack  is 
slightly  slower  at  65c.  The  steam  trade 
continues  to  be  erratic,  giving  promise 
of  strength  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then 
apparently  weakening,  but  on  the  whole 
there  is  a  net  gain,  with  the  gradual 
resumption  of  manufacturing. 

Suspension  Projects. 

Some  faith  is  placed  in  the  antici¬ 
pated  postponement  of  the  joint  agree¬ 
ment  conference  at  Indianapolis.  With 
no  negotiations  looking  to  a  settlement 
in  sight  before  April,  the  feeling  exists 
that  there  will  be  a  suspension  of  work, 
and  that  in  the  intervening  period  the 
market  will  take  a  decided  brace,  on 
account  of  dealers  and  consumers  want¬ 
ing  to  put  themselves  on  the  safe  side. 
Some  prophesy  an  idleness  of  from 
four  to  six  weeks,  with  a  cleaning  up 
of  stocks  that  will  place  the  market 
In  good  condition  by  the  time  the  lake 
season  opens  again. 

On  the  other  hand  much  doubt  ex¬ 
ists  on  the  part  of  certain  well  posted 
operators  as  to  whether  there  will  be 
a  suspension  of  any  consequence  as 
regards  time.  The  miners  will  ask 
for  a  continuance  of  the  present  scale, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  operators 
are  ready  to  concede  the  same.  A 
number  of  changes  in  working  condi¬ 
tions  will  be  asked  for  by  both  sides, 
and  there  will  doubtless  be  a  compro¬ 
mise  on  these  grievances. 

But  for  the  competition  of  unor¬ 
ganized  fields  a  six  weeks’  shut  down  on 
production  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  market,  it  is  argued,  but  the  four 
competitive  states  are  not  likely  to  take 
the  chances  of  others  getting  the  busi¬ 
ness.  In  the  event  of  a  failure  of  a 
general  settlement  the  miners  would 
doubtless  permit  the  men  to  resume 
work  at  any  point  where  they  could 
realize  the  scale.  With  such  an  ar¬ 
rangement  it  would  be  hard  to  hold 
the  operators  together  in  resisting  the 
temptation  to  get  busy.  The  opinion 
seems  to  exist  that  it  would  be  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  some  injustices  in  conditions, 
providing  the  miners  are  not  disposed 
to  make  concessions  than  to  stand  out 
on  these  grounds. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  which  view  of 
the  situation  will  prove  to  be  correct — 
the  one  that  there  will  be  a  prolonged 
wrangle  over  the  adjustment  of  the 
wage  scale  and  the  terms  of  the  joint 
agreement,  or  the  one  that  takes  it  for 
granted  a  pretty  fair  understanding  of 
terms  already  exists,  and  that  the  scale 
will  be  fixed  up  early  in  April. 


Starting  Lake  Business. 

Opposition  on  the  part  of  certain 
shippers  to  the  request  of  the  Hocking 
Valley  railroad  that  the  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road  Commission  allow  the  former  to 


abrogate  payment  of  demurrage  on  cars 
loaded  for  the  lake,  has  been  with¬ 
drawn.  At  the  hearing  before  the  com¬ 
mission  the  railroad  gave  assurance 
that  this  would  apply  only  to  coal 
loaded  for  reshipment  on  vessel.  This 
coal  is  to  be  given  free  trackage  and 
cannot  be  reconsigned.  Under  this  ar¬ 
rangement  coal  that  is  stored  on  car 
in-  anticipation  of  an  active  market,  in 
case  of  a  suspension,  will  not  partici¬ 
pate  in  this  advantage,  but  full  demur¬ 
rage  will  be  charged  on  any  cars  that 
are  reconsigned  or  that  go  to  other 
than  lake  shipment. 

With  the  privilege  thus  granted,  the 
loading  of  coal  in  the  valley  for  lake 
business  will  soon  be  under  way  at  the 
mines  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company, 
the  New  Pittsburgh  Company  and  the 
Johnson  Coal  &  Mining  Company.  The 
loading  machinery  at  the  docks  will 
probably  go  into  operation  about  the 
middle  of  March,  so  that  vessels  win¬ 
tering  in  the  Toledo  harbor  may  take 
on  cargo  within  the  next  few  weeks. 


Operators  in  Indianapolis. 

A  party  of  the  most  prominent  oper¬ 
ators  of  the  Hocking  field  left  for  In¬ 
dianapolis  the  middle  of  the  week,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Horace  Chapman  and  H.  H. 
Heiner,  respectively  president  and  first 
vice-president  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company;  W.  K.  Field,  president  of 
the  New  Pittsburgh  Company;  F.  A. 
Prendergast,  president  of  the  !B'alti- 
more  &  Ohio  Coal  Company ;  J.  W. 
Blower,  general  manager  of  the  Hisyl- 
vania  Coal  Company,  and  E.  H.  Poston, 
president  of  the  New  York  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  These  gentlemen  are  a  committee 
of  six  chosen  by  the  Ohio  operators  at 
a  recent  meeting  to  represent  them  in 
dealing  with  the  miners  in  an  effort 
to  secure  their  consent  to  holding  dis¬ 
trict  joint  conferences,  the  object  being 
to  settle  all  local  differences  in  advance 
of  the  general  conference  at  Indian¬ 
apolis  on  the  27th  among  the  four  com¬ 
petitive  states.  The  miners  have  taken 
the  stand  that  they  have  no  authority 
to  take  such  action  in  advance  of  an 
announcement  of  the  terms  of  the  new 
wage  agreement.  Whether  or  not  the 
larger  meeting  comes  off  as  scheduled, 
or  is  postponed  to  a  later  date,  that  the 
question  of  local  troubles  may  be  taken 
up  and  disposed  of  during  the  gather¬ 
ing  at  the  Hoosier  capital  this  week. 


Briefs  and  Personals. 

Joseph  G.  Bradley,  of  the  Elk  River 
Coal  &  Lumber  Company,  Clay,  W.  Va., 
was  a  visitor  in  the  city  last  week. 

T.  Boone  Brown,  sales  agent  of  the 
Cannelton  Coal  Company,  Toledo,  was 
in  Columbus  on  Wednesday  of  last 
week. 

A.  J.  Ryan,  of  the  National  Coal 
Company,  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  a  re¬ 
cent  visitor  in  Columbus,  as  was  also 
John  S.  Brophy,  of  the  McGraw  Coal 
Company,  Frostburg,  Md.  These 
Southern  coal  men  were  in  conference 
with  W.  J.  Hamilton,  of  the  W.  J. 
Hamilton  Coal  Company. 

Among  railroad  men  calling  upon  the 
coal  trade  here  last  week  were  H.  M. 
Dart,  of  Toledo,  traveling  freight  agent 
of  the  Grand  Trunk,  and  H.  M.  Gritts, 
of  Cincinnati,  assistant  coal  and  ore 
agent  of  the  New  York  Central  lines. 

E.  J.  Atherton,  of  the  Midland  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  Scottsdale,  Pa.,  was 
in  the  city  last  week. 

The  Columbus  Board  of  Public  Ser¬ 
vice  has  awarded  coal  contracts  as  fol¬ 
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lows :  Dean  Coal  Company,  2,300  tons 
for  West  side  pumping  station;  Co¬ 
lumbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany,  100  tons  for  city  hall,  5,400  tons 
for  the  municipal  light  plant,  and  300 
tons  for  the  workhouse.  The  contracts 
call  for  run-of-mine  or  lump,  which¬ 
ever  is  deemed  most  economical. 

John  L.  Wagner,  of  the  Pneumatic 
Machine  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
stopped  off  in  Columbus  this  week,  on 
his  way  to  Kentucky  to  install  coal 
mining  machinery.  Mr.  Wagner  was 
formerly  /connected  with  the  Jeffrey 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  this  city. 

The  large  electrical  plant  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Kachelmacher,  near  Straits- 
ville,  is  about  completed.  It  is  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  Hocking  Valley,  and 
besides  furnishing  power  for  the  mines 
and  brick  works  of  the  company  in  that 
vicinity,  contracts  will  be  entered  into 
with  neighboring  towns  to  furnish  them 
with  municipal  lighting.  The  exten¬ 
sive  improvements  at  the  new  town  of 
Kachelmacher  have  been  in  progress 
for  over  a  year. 

On  Tuesday  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  was 
held  at  the  latter’s  headquarters  in  this 
city.  All  the  old  officers  were  re-elected 
as  follows :  President  and  treasurer, 
W.  K.  Field;  secretary,  H.  R.  Beeson; 
manager  of  mines,  G.  C.  Wertzell; 
auditor,  H.  S.  Mervin ;  directors,  H.  M. 
Taylor;  Pittsburgh;  W.  R.  Woodford, 
Pittsburgh;  G.  C.  Wertzell,  Logan;  E. 
C.  Morton,  Columbus ;  W.  K.  Field, 
Columbus.  The.  company’s  entire  capi¬ 
talization  of  $2,500,000  was  represented, 
either  in  person  or  by  proxy.  Despite 
the  financial  depression  that  set  in  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  re¬ 
port  for  1907  showed  a  gratifying  finan¬ 
cial  showing. 

The  Clear  Creek  Coal  &  Lumber 
Company,  with  headquarters  in  the 
Wheeler  building,  this  city,  has  been 
incorporated  for  $1,000,000  under  the 
laws  of  Arizona.  Organization  was 
effected  on  Wednesday,  the  board  of 
directors  being  as  follows :  W.  C.  Ben¬ 
nett,  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio ;  J.  M.  Peel, 
Marysville,  Ohio ;  W.  W.  Stephenson, 
West  Mansfield,  Ohio ;  W.  V.  Smith, 
Columbus;  D.  W.  Jones,  Columbus; 
O.  L.  Weaver,  Cincinnati;  Col.  John 
Simpson,  London,  Ohio.  The  company 
owns  large  tracts  of  coal  land  in  Ten¬ 
nessee,  on  which  some  development  has 
been  made.  S.  V.  Smith  is  president 
and  W.  W.  Stephenson  secretary.  A 
trip  of  inspection  will  be  made  to  tbe 
property  next  week,  a  number  of  pos¬ 
sible  investors  to  be  among  the  party. 


South  African  Coal. 

Consul  W.  Stanley  Hollis  advises  ; 
that  the  Transvaal  and  Portuguese  \ 
railway  administrations,  whose  lines  are  j 
served  by  the  port  of  Lourenco  Mar¬ 
quez,  have  concluded  arrangements  i 
whereby  the  export  trade  in  coal  from 
that  point  will  be  greatly  facilitated,  i 
The  consul  adds: 

“The  Lourenco  Marquez  authorities 
will  start  work  at  once  upon  a  coal- 
storage  plant,  which  it  is  estimated  will 
cost  about  $35,000,  and  will  discontinue 
its  demurrage  charges;  and  the  Trans¬ 
vaal  will  offset  this  expenditure  and 
exact  cost  incurred  by  the  Portuguese 
authorities  by  giving  them  a  larger 
share  of  the  through  freight  rates  on  j 
the  coal  that  is  shipped  from  the  Trans¬ 
vaal  mines  to  this  port. 

“I  understand  that  the  coal  store  at 
Lourenco  Marquez  will  be  built  from 
plans  submitted  bv  Mr.  L.  Backer,  an 
American  engineer,  who  is  at  present 
residing  in  this  port.  It  is  expected 
that  with  these  improved  facilities  coal 
shippers  will  be  enabled  to  materially 
reduce  their  prices  on  coal  for  export, 
and  thus  materially  increase  the  coal 
trade  of  this  port.” 


Contending  that  the  mine  fire  raging 
in  the  Finn  Coal  Company  colliery 
threatens  to  destroy  on  entire  section  of 
the  city  of  Carbondale,  certain  residents 
of  that  city  have  filed  an  equity  action 
in  court  against  the  owners  of  the  coal 
company  which  holds  the  coal  land 
lease.  The  plaintiffs  contend  that  sul¬ 
phurous,  noxious  and  poisonous  gases 
arising  from  the  mine  tend  to  injure 
the  health  of  the  residents  in  that  sec¬ 
tion.  They  also  contend  that  the  fire 
is  now  consuming  a  vein  of  coal  very 
close  to  the  surface,  and  beneath  their 
dwellings,  which,  when  consumed,  will 
cause  the  earth  to  cave  in  and  their 
properties  destroyed.  It  is  also  charged 
tenants  are  becoming  alarmed  and  are 
moving  out  of  the  section  over  the  mine 
This  is  the  second  suit  growing  out  of 
this  fire.  The  conflagration  has  been 
under  way  for  years.  A  rule  to  show 
cause  why  a  preliminary  injunction 
should  not  be  issued  was  granted  and 
made  returnable  on  Friday,  the  28th. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  37 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

ILLINOIS. 


Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. . .  34 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  34 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  6 

Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  303  Dear¬ 
born  St .  34 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  9 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  216  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  6 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 35 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. ..  35 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn 
St .  31 


E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  10 

Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  9 

Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 
J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. ......  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  35 


New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 


Bldg . 32 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 33 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  6 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  4 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  215  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  356  Dearborn  St...  7 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  2 

Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 

Chicago  .  7 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 


Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  8 


KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke..  32 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  30 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Davis  C.  &  C.  Co .  9 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  3 


Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 
St .  34 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St . 37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  32 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  36  Con¬ 
gress  St . 35 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 


Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

141  11111.  Pi 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St....'..  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit—  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bidg . ..........  86 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  82 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg . 1..  • 

Sundav  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Blag .  8 

Escanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Minnesota'. 

Duluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co . 33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  80 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 
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FACE 

D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  . .  35 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  33 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  5 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 


Press  Bldg .  33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co . . .  30 


MISSOUBL 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg....  5 

NEW  YOBK. 

Buffalo — 


D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  32 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  34 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  35 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1  Broadway .  9 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Landstreet  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  33 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  30 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 
Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co....  6 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  5 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  37 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 

Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  &  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  35 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  34 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library .  35 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  32 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  5 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  30 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg . 35 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  32 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  5 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg..  6 
Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  36 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  88 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 

K.  &  O.  Fuel  Co .  36 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  83 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  88 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  16 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  37 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  32 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg . 34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  io 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia . 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg . 39 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg- — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co _ 32 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 

n  tsion — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  37 

Phillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chuuk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Reading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg . 37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co . 37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co..  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg . J. .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg . 37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

'---leston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland. — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Mi  .waukee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co. 

Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 


DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  at.  38 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Le 


Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  *7 


London —  ENGLAND.  face 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  10 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OP  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 


The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 46 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa .  46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  41 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co,  141  Broadway,  N  .  Y..  36 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  61 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Mead-Mornson  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 49 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Oltio . 43 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  33 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 


Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  49 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  44 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitta- 

burgh  .  41 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 44 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  42 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  33 
Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

*  L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  40 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence . 46 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  IS 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago . 44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York . 47 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  44 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  4S 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  III. .  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  40 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  3 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  68 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 


i"”<?ines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland. . .  39 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. ...  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  40 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio . 40 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 46 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa . 46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . t* 

(Continued  on  Page  40) 
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Che  Black  Diamond 

Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  lournal  of 
its  kind. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

of  MARTLAKD 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  &  420.  17  Battery  Pla.cs,  ...  IV  KW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Mines  on  Monong&hela.  River,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 

We  overate  ovjr  own  Individual  oars 

GENERAL  OFFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office,  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 


Youghio£heriyGas  &S  team  Coal 


Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOCHENY  AA  A  I 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vVML 

Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  urers  of  the  Cejeb^ate Foundry  Use. 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR  CLEVELAND 

AOC.IN  I  O  A  I  TOLEDO  DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN  AKRON 


Mr.  CONSUMER  1 

Your  Contract  is  no  doubt  expiring  very  soon.  Con¬ 
tracts  made  with  us  are  being  RENEWED,  and  new 
“CONSUMERS”  being  added  daily.  This  shows  satis¬ 
factory  resultsobtained  on  our  “YOUGHIOCHENY  COAL” 
and  DELIVERIES. 

If  this  interests  you  and  you  need  a  No.  I  coal  ask 
your  neighbor  or  order  a  trial  car  from  us. 

THE  MONONGAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  CO. 

OFFICES 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Cleveland,  O.  Youngstown,  O.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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W.  K.  FIELD,  President  and  Treasurer. 


H.  K.  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Auditor. 


H.  S.  MEEVIN,  Cashier. 


TTbe  IFlew  flMttsburgb  Coal  Company, 


MINER.S  AND  SHIPPERS  OF. 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 


From  the  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 


MINES  : 


Powell's  Run  Nos.  i  and  3,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Greendale, 
Equator,  Kittanning. 


OENERAL  OFPICES, 

50  E.  BROAD  ST.,  COLUMBUS,  O. 

SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Ports. 


REGISTERED 

“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


i 


~W  ¥ 

Getting 

Together 


On  the  Coal  question  is 
the  easiest  thing  in  the 
world  when  once  you 
find  a  firm  that  handles 
only  reliable  brands,  and 
always  makes  right 
prices.  That’s  us.  If 
you  need  anything  in 

Winifrede  Splint 

ND 

Diana  Hocking 

There’ll  be  no  difficulty 
in  our“getting  together” 
as  these  coals  are  the 
kinds  that  make  perma¬ 
nent  customers,  and  our 
prices  are  just  the  kind 
you’re  looking  for. 

Try  us  and  see. 

HOSTLER  COAL  4  COKE  CO. 

,  CHICAGO.  5 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
Interna.tionfv.1  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  S.  Wire  Co. 

Chicago  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co. 

Inland  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
,  year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
“Sample”  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very 
little  value  to  an  advertiser.  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address  - 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Nr*  York:  Chicago: 

4>  Broadway.  11SS-S5  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  St. 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  OEO.  A.  McILROY 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sole  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 


Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creelr 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway,  ISTIOW  YORK 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  Statea. 
Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 


Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance. 


Foreign,  $5.00 


Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 


RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 


A 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


S&3™ !  CO  AL = FAIRMONT = COKES 

General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRF,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices.  Boston.  New  York.  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati.  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives,  SANDERS  &  CO.,  LONDON 


A  TEXT-BOOK  OF  COAL  MINING 

HERBERT  W  HUGHES 

Revked  and  Enlarged.  694  illustrations.  563  pages.  8ro.  Cloth,  $7.00,  net. 


This  is  a  new  revised  edition,  and  the  size  of  the  volume  has 
been  increased  to  accommodate  the  new  matter  dealing  with 
compound  and  electrical-winding  engines  and  with  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  central  condensation  stations.  Nearly  two  hundred  illus¬ 
trations  have  been  added.  The  work  is  intended  for  colliery 

FOR  SALE  BY  T 


managers  and  all  who  desire  to  go  into  the  subject  exhaustively. 
Contents  —  Geology.  Coal.  Search  for  Coal.  Breaking 
Ground.  Sinking.  Preliminary  Operations.  Methods  of  Work¬ 
ing.  Hauling.  Winding.  Pumping.  Ventilation.  Lighting. 
Works  at  Surface.  Preparation  of  Coal  for  Market. 

BLACK  DIAMOND. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO. 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


STEAM  and  CAS  COAL 
KANAWHA  COAL 

Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Minora  e.nd  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 

Main  Office  New  York  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia  W.  C.  Mason  6  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPER.S 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Psx.)  Smokeless  Coals 

Office,  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


o 

M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TNEAS. 


It.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER=KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 

PRODUCING 


Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD,  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1620*  1 0*7 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  FULTZ.  Mgr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1400*10 
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THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


Larvdstreet  Coal  (&.  Coke  Co. 


Conducting  a 
General 


F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- BUSINESS - 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


Cabin  Creek  Splint 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas  and  New  River 


75  Mines  on  the  C.  &  O. 
and  k.  &  m.  Railways,  with  An- 
Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nual  Capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Coal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec.-Treas. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 


Bituminous,  all  kinds 
Pittston  Anthracite 


211IGRAND  AVENUE,  MILWAUKEE.  WIS. 


Ail  Kinds 


DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


ACENTS  AND 
EXCLUSIVE  SHIPPERS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
“Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 

All  DAM  CAril  ITICC  rHir*«A  Year,y  stora«e  and  Shipping  Capa. 

ALL-RAIL  FACILITIES-CHICAGO  3,000,000  Tons 

General  Office:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office :  Planklnton  Building  Chicago  Office:  Fisher  Building 


COVERED  WHARVES: 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’ I  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld'g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser*. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  andTreas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


PUR.EST 

STEAM — Absolutely  One  Quality— DOMESTIC 
BEST 

From  the  model  mines  ot  the  United  States  Coal  4  Oil  Ca. 
at  hidden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Daily  capacity  5,000  tens — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  East  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  Hiver 
and  Kail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohia 

— —  WRITE  FOR  PRICES  ssssssss 


/ 


- 1 - 1 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTrS  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office.  No.  I  Broadway.  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


POCAHONTAS 


TRADE  MARK  REOISTERKB 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C,  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almoit  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 

i  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y, 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Vm. 
Old  Colony  Building.  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  Street,  Boston.  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  C.al 

Main  Office :  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 

Weave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

T.rry  Building,  Roanoke.  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blvth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President 


C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President 


JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 


Crescent  Coal  *V  Mining  Company 

SOS  DEARBORN  STREJRT,  CHICAGO 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

"CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

=  COVERED  STORAGE,  SHIPPING,  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS'  YARDS=  -  ~ 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 

Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHILACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


THE  C.  G.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO 

OldColonyBldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Mention  Thb  Black  Diauow  when  writin*  advertisers. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U. 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- — - - Branch  Offices: - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  News,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

buildTng  CHICAGO 


PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’I  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

TRADE  ADfllRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAQEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

“Carbon**  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Minea  on  Cfebin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  Weat  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ra.ilwa.y. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIR.ST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 
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Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  USINC - 

BUDA 

STANDARD 

S 

The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  yon  can  save  fully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  and 
many  other  style*.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales.  •  >. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway.  New  York 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 


WANTED— To  buy,  one  150-K.W. 

generator,  250  volts,  with  engine  di- 
dectly  connected.  Christian  County 
Coal  Company,  Taylorville,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 

WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 

FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

What  have  you  got  to  sell?  Don’t 

you  want  a  young  man  with  plenty  of 
push  to  help  sell  it?  Have  had  nine 
years’  practical  experience  in  “coal” 
and  would  like  position  with  opera¬ 
ting  company.  Best  of  references  fur¬ 
nished.  Address  Box  64,  care  The 
Black  Diamond.  _ 

FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  of  coal  land 

on  N.  &  W.  Ry.,  Va.;  three  good 
veins  coal;  one  the  Pocahontas.  Good 
timber  on  tract;  an  exceptional  op¬ 
portunity  for  investment  or  operation. 
Have  other  tracts  of  coal  property  in 
different  states.  Full  particulars  on 
application.  Address  Box  56,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Ill.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 

WANTED  —  Yard  superintendent 

for  yard  on  northwest  side.  Must  be 
experienced  and  thoroughly  reliable. 
Highest  references  required.  Address 
Box  49,  care  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

FOR  SALE — Good  retail  coal  yard, 

with  a  30-ton  ice  and  cold  storage 
plant  connected;  all  under  one  man¬ 
agement  in  an  Ohio  town  of  12,000  to 
15,000  population;  scarcely  no  compe¬ 
tition.  Price  and  terms  can  be  made 
satisfactory  to  the  right  party;  noth¬ 
ing  but  men  who  mean  business  need 
apply.  Address  W.  M.,  905  W.  High 
street.  Mt.  Vernon.  Ohio, _ 

FOR  SALE — 1,100  acres  Sewickley 

coal,  only  $50  per  acre.  This  tract  is 
on  railroad  in  West  Virginia  and  the 
same  vein  is  being  successfully  mined 
within  one-fourth  mile  of  this  land. 
Speak  quickly  for  this  bargain.  We 
sell  coal  lands  and  mines  on  commis¬ 
sion.  Correspondence  solicited.  Fi¬ 
delity  Realty  Syndicate,  Baltimore, 
Md. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  land  on  the  new 

Kentucky  &  Tennessee  Railway  is  the 
chance  for  good  profits;  two  thick 
domestic  veins,  4  and  5  feet;  no  post¬ 
ings.  J.  M.  Ross,  Somerset,  Ky. 

FOR  SALE!— Four  66-inch  x  20-foot 
H.  R.  T.  boilers;  sixty-four  4-inch 
tubes;  McClave  shaking  grates.  Last 
city  inspection  100  pounds  working 
pressure  allowed.  Must  be  sold  at 
once.  Box  51,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  mine, 

Ohio  river  district;  capacity  500  tons 
daily;  new  electric  equipment;  excel¬ 
lent  shipping  facilities;  bargain  for 
cash;  owner  will  retain  minority  in¬ 
terest  if  desired.  Address  Box  52,  care 
Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — By  Illinois  operating 

company,  experienced  coal  salesman 
familiar  with  the  southern  trade. 
Good  opportunity  for  right  man.  Ref¬ 
erences  required.  Address  Box  58, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 

SITUATION  WANTED— As  yard 

superintendent  or  weighmaster.  Best 
of  references.  Address  Box  62,  care  of 
The  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

WANTED — First-class  coal  sales¬ 
man  that  has  an  established  trade 
through  the  south,  especially  upon  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  its 
branches.  To  the  right  man  will  be 
paid  the  right  salary.  None  but  those 
with  exceptional  references  and  ex¬ 
perience  will  be  considered.  Address 
C.  A.  Baker,  1406  U.  B.  building,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

— -  AND  — 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  ^  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  MonaLdnock  Bldg. 
HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  &  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


John  Mitchell’s  Biography 

Character  Sketch, 
Picture,  and  Notes  of 
His  Life,  in  a  book  in¬ 
scribed  to  him,  de¬ 
voted  to  coal  mining 
law.  For  coal  com¬ 
panies,  inspectors, law¬ 
yers  and  mine  workers, 
worth  $3.00,  free  with 
a  subscription  to  “The 
Coal  Mining  Law  Jour¬ 
nal,”  Pub.  Mo.,  $2.00 
per  year,  payable  in 
advance  wherein  will 
be  published  all  coal 
mining  decisions  and 
laws  for  every  State. 
Recommended  by  coal 
companies,  lawyers,  inspectors  and  mine  workers. 
Coal  Mining  Law  Publishing  Co., 
BELLEVILLE.  ILL. 


Three  Bridge  Tramways 

Designed  and  built  for 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.’s  No.  6  Dock 
West  Superior,  Wis. 


The  Brown  Hoisting  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers,  Designers  and  Manufacturers  of 
HOISTING  MACHINERY  of  all  descriptions 

Main  Office  and  Works,  Cleveland,  0.  Branch  Offices,  New  York  &  Pittsburg 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 
for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  The  plant  also  includes 
three  Revolving  Locomotive-Cranes  and  three  Movable  Screening  Towers  equipped 
with  elevators  and  conveyors. 

WRITE  FOR  DETAILS 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 
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DROP  RAIL  CAGE 


is  the  safest,  most  serviceable  and  de¬ 
pendable  Mine  Cage  made.  It  dumps 
without  shock  and  without  strain  on  the 
wheels  or  axles  of  the  cars.  The  process 
of  receiving  and  discharging  cars  in  the 
pi.  is  greatly  simplified.  It  will  pay  you 
to  investigate. 

The  Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  V.  S.  A. 

New  York  Chicago  Boston 

Pittsburg  Denver  Charleston 

Knoxville  St.  Louis  Montreal 


IT  PAYS  TO  READ  AND  ADVERTISE  IN  OUR  WANT  COLUMN 


ELECTRICAL  PRACTICE  IN  COLLIERIES 

By  DANIEL  BURNS,  M.  Inst.  M.  E. 

Illustrated.  224  pages.  Svo.  Cloth,  $2.00  Net 

THE  increasing  use  of  electric  power  in  mines  has  caused  the  author  to  prepare  this  special  book  on  the  subject.  The  purpose 
is  to  give  a  description  of  the  apparatus  used  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  students  who  are  preparing  for  certificates  as  mine 
managers,  and  who  will  sooner  or  later  be  called  upon  to  deal  with  the  questions  and  method*  presented.  It  is  also 
adapted  as  a  hand-book  for  colliery  managers  and  other  milling  officials  who  may  be  concerned  with  electrical  equipment. 

Contents. — I.  Units  of  Measurement,  Conductors,  etc.  II.  Theory  of  the  Dynamo.  III.  The  Dynamo. 

IV.  Motors.  V.  Lighting.  VI.  Pumping.  VII.  Haulage.  VIII.  Coal  Cutting.  IX.  Miscellaneous 
Appliances.  Index. 

For  Sale  by  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND,  Old  Colony  Building.  Chicago 
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PEALE,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


■  —  of  New  York,  Colliery  Owners. - 

ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peat.,  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Gen.  Mgr. 

J.  B.  luml.y,  Treasorer, 

H.  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Depl. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


3> 


E.  E.  Walling,  Gen.  Safes  Agl. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary, 

North  American  Bldf., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND  Jk 

ANTHRACITE  WwML 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 

JNO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 

Mines  K.  &  M.  R.y„  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


The  black  diamond  is  universally  recog¬ 
nized  AS  THE  LEADING  JOURNAL  OF  ITS 
CLASS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES.  ITS  EXTEN¬ 
SIVE  CIRCULATION  COVERS  EVERY  BRANCH  OF  THE 
COAL  INDUSTRY  EACH  WEEK. 


4  iONC  OISTANCE  TELEPHONI  CALL  P.O.BOX  1962 

RECTOR  bSatO 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  , 
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Mine  Workers  Create  a  Bad  Tangle. 


The  National  Convention  in  January  Instructs  Delegates  to  Force  an  Interstate  Convention  Prior  to  Any  State  Agree¬ 
ments,  and  Now  a  Second  Convention  Is  Necessary  to  Undo  the  Work — John  Mitchell  Intimates  He  Will  Try 
to  Force  the  Operators,  but  His  Remarks  Are  Considered  Mere  Braggadocio — Some  Situations,  Likely  to  Arise, 
Will  Jeopardize  the  Union — East  and  West  Operators  Are  Not  Yet  United  on  Their  Attitude  Toward  the  Unsold 
Coal  on  Lake  Docks. 


The  joint  state  convention  of  Illinois  miners 
and  operators,  at  Peoria,  and  the  joint  preliminary 
conference  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  and 
operators  for  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indi¬ 
ana  and  Illinois  have  adjourned  without  definite 
issue.  It  now  seems  impossible  to  avoid  at  least 
a  temporary  suspension  of  mine  activity  in  April. 

The  occasion  for  the  adjournment  was  the  pe¬ 
culiar,  illogical  and  unwarranted  stand  taken 
by  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  first 
in  forbidding  the  states  organizations  to  come 
to  terms  with  their  miners  until  the  mine  workers 
as  a  whole  had  met  the  operators  as  a  whole  and, 
second,  in  demanding  that  the  operators  should 
agree  to  the  form  of  negotiation  suggested  by  the 
miners  or  be  penalized  by  an  advance  in  the 
scale  rate,  this  latter  being  the  substance  of  the 
threat  now  issued  by  President  Mitchell.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  operators  are 
not  alarmed,  in  the  least,  at  this  covert  threat. 
They  are,  however,  interested  in  what  course 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  likely  to  pursue  in  future  in 
furtherance  of  his  proposed  coercive  measures 
against  the  operators  to  force  them  into  an  inter¬ 
state  agreement  before  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office. 

The  whole  situation  is  complex,  embracing  a 
dovetailing  of  state  and  interstate  affairs  into 
one  immense  tangle.  At  least  the  situation  ap¬ 
pears  to  warrant  such  a  conclusion  at  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  two  conventions  held  last  week. 
In  the  first  place  the  Illinois  joint  convention 
was  a  regularly  organized  body,  having  been 
called  together  in  the  formal  way  and  organized 
according  to  custom  with  the  joint  scale  com¬ 
mittee  in  full  working  order.  The  convention 
had  proceeded  with  the  subjects  under  discus¬ 
sion  until  a  few  more  days  would  have  com¬ 
pleted  the  work.  It  was  hoped  that,  by  the 
early  part  of  this  week,  all  state  matters  would 
have  been  adjusted.  The  work  could  not  be  fin¬ 
ished,  however,  in  time  for  the  joint  interstate 
meeting  Scheduled  for  last  Thursday  at  Indian¬ 
apolis.  In  consequence  a  committee  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  operators  went  to  Indianapolis  and  made  a 
motion  to  adjourn  the  preliminary  joint  inter¬ 
state  conference  until  March  10.  This  motion 
flushed  the  covey. 

Delay  is  Desired. 

It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  operators 
of  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  did  not  want 
to  hold  any  meeting  at  all,  or  even  issue  a  call 
for  a  joint  interstate  convention  until  April  2 
or  thereafter.  The  position  of  the  eastern  states 
was  logical,  the  unsold  coal  on  the  upper  lake 
docks  being  taken  into  consideration.  Very 
naturally  they  want  to  get  rid  of  that  coal  before 
any  surplus  fresh  mined  coal  comes  upon  the 
market  to  compete  with  their  product.  They 
stood  definitely  for  a  postponement  of  action 
until  April  2  or  thereafter  and  this  aroused  the 
reigning  Mine  Workers’  officials  to  a  realization 
that  carefully  made  plans  were  likely  to  be  broken 
up  bv  the  eastern  operators.  President  Mitchell, 
who  retires  on  April  1,  wants  to  have  the  inter¬ 
state  agreement  signed  before  he  leaves  office. 
President-Elect  Lewis  does  not  care  to  rush  mat¬ 
ters  and  is  working  with  the  eastern  operators, 
with  whom  he  is  affiliated,  to  see  that  joint  action 
is  postponed. 

The  position  in  which  Mr.  Mitchell  found  him¬ 
self  was  that  he  was  being  ground  between  the 
upper  and  the  nether  mill  stones — the  mine  oper¬ 
ators  on  one  side  and  part  of  his  own  organiza¬ 


tion  on  the  other.  It  was  time  for  him,  therefore, 
in  self-protection,  to  take  the  bull  by  the  horns, 
and  force  things  to  an  issue.  He  decided  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  position  taken  by  the  Mine  Workers 
in  January,  which  was  contrary  to  all  precedent, 
that  no  state  association  should  come  to  any 
terms  with  the  mine  workers  until  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  interstate  agreement.  The  miners 
used  the  pretext  that  such  an  agreement,  by  each 
of  the  states,  might  serve  to  minimize  the  need 
for  the  interstate  agreement  and  hence  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  collective  bargaining, 
such  as  has  been  done  in  the  past. 

It  was  Mr.  Mitchell  who  forced  this  stand 
upon  the  miners.  The  fault  in  Mr.  Mitchell’s 
reasoning  is  at  once  discovered  when  it  is  known 
that  the  officers  of  the  state  operators’  associa¬ 
tions  have  guaranteed  the  miners  that  they 
would  ask  to  have  taken  up  in  these  state  meet¬ 
ings  only  those  questions  which  have  been  re¬ 
ferred,  heretofore,  to  the  state  organizations  for 
settlement  by  the  joint  interstate  conferences. 
These  persuasions  on  the  part  of  the  operators 
have  been  without  effect,  hence  the  conclusion 
must  be  reached  that  Mr.  Mitchell  and  his  officers 
are  playing  politics  for  some  reason,  else  their 
illogical  stand  cannot  be  explained,  except  upon 
the  ground  of  either  stupidity  or  personal  stub¬ 
bornness. 

Illinois  Meeting  Ends. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  occasion  for  the 
stand  the  effect  of  it  was  to  terminate,  instantly, 
the  Illinois  joint  meeting,  the  suggestion  for  an 
adjournment  coming  from  the  miners’  side  of 
the  convention.  The  Illinois  matter  is  left  in 
this  position :  The  convention  as  a  whole  agreed 
to  adjourn,  subject  to  the  call  of  President  Traer 
for  the  operators  and  President  Walker  for  the 
miners.  The  joint  state  wage  scale  committee 
was  also  able  to  adjourn  subject  to  call  by  the 
same  two  gentlemen.  As  far  as  Illinois  is  con¬ 
cerned  the  negotiations  are  only  suspended  and 
may  be  resumed  upon  very  short  notice. 

This  is  not  so  with  the  joint  interstate  pre¬ 
liminary  conference,  where  arises  all  the  confu¬ 
sion  just  now.  It  will  depend  upon  President 
Mitchell  what  is  to  be  done  in  future.  There  is 
no  denying  the  personal  popularity  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  with  the  men,  and  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  his  conservatism.  He  has  less  than  a 
month  in  a  public  position  and  it  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  this  popular  esteem  is  going  to  be 
lost  in  an  hour,  by  an  ill-considered  action.  Mr. 
Mitchell  has  one  blot  upon  his  escutcheon  now, 
but  so  far  it  has  not  dimmed  the  luster  of  his 
entire  career.  The  principle  of  unionism  is  that 
the  man  who  uses  outside  forces  to  break  the  back 
of  associated  action  on  the  part  of  the  opposi¬ 
tion  is  entirely  beyond  the  pale.  To  use  the  lingo 
of  the  labor  unionist  it  is  the  worst  of  possible  of¬ 
fenses  to  employ  a  “scab”  to  break  a  strike.  Be¬ 
ing  well  enough  informed  to  head  an  organiza¬ 
tion  such  as  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  Mr.  Mitchell  must  realize  that  there  is  as 
much  virtue  in  an  association  of  operators,  on 
strictly  ethical  grounds,  as  there  is  in  an  associa¬ 
tion  of  mine  workers. 

Two  years  ago  the  associated  operators  of  the 
four  states  refused  to  be  bound  by  the  action  of 
a  minority  interest  and  adjourned  two  successive 
interstate  conventions  sine  die.  After  the  first 
adjournment  a  way  was  found  for  the  calling 
of  the  second  convention.  Ingenuity  had  not 
yet  been  exhausted  and  unquestionably  a  way 
would  have  been  found  for  calling  a  third,  had 


not  the  Mine  Workers  made  such  action  impos¬ 
sible.  It  was  not  the  operators  who  forced  the 
breaking  up  of  the  interstate  agreement,  but  it  re¬ 
sulted  from  the  very  decided  action  of  the  miners 
when  they  began  to  take  the  position  that  col¬ 
lective  bargaining  was  not  further  desirable,  but 
that  individual  bargaining  would  be  quite  satis¬ 
factory.  Under  such  conditions,  they  assumed, 
it  would  be  possible  and  convenient  for  the 
Mine  Workers  to  use  the  independent  mines,  so 
called,  to  break  the  backs  of  the  associated  mines. 

Mitchell  Used  Strike  Breakers. 

President  Mitchell  did  not  hesitate  to  lend  him¬ 
self  to  this  action,  even  though,  by  doing  so, 
he  was  violating  the  fundamental  principle  of 
unionism  in  that  he  used  outside  influences  to 
break  the  back  of  the  opposition.  Mr.  Mitchell 
did  not  hesitate  to  go  to  bed  with  “scabs” — to  use 
his  own  obnoxious  term— two  years  ago. 

When  he  had  deserted  the  one  principle  to 
which  he  had  clung  for  so  long,  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  left  for  the  operators  to  do  but  disregard  the 
organization  which  had  disgraced  itself  in  its 
own  eyes.  The  interstate  agreement  was  thus 
broken  up  by  the  action  of  President  Mitchell,  and 
the  joint  understanding  became  impossible  from 
the  moment  he  used  the  small  independent  oper¬ 
ator  against  the  association  mines. 

This  one  act  placed  the  blot  upon  the  escutcheon 
of  President  Mitchell. 

The  question  now  is  whether  he  is  going  to 
take  a  further  stand  that  will  be  such  as  to  make 
future  negotiations  impossible.  Let  us  see  what 
Mr.  Mitchell  now  proposes.  The  joint  interstate 
agreement  has  always  confined  itself  to  a  few 
things.  It  has  taken  up,  only,  the  basing  rates 
for  the  various  states;  the  differential  between 
pick  and  machine  mined  coal ;  the  price  of  inside 
day  labor  and  a  few  other  matters  of  quite  as  gen¬ 
eral  nature.  Then  it  has  specified  that  all  local 
questions,  as  to  prices  or  conditions,  be  referred 
to  the  various  locals  in  the  various  states,  for 
settlement.  Ihere  can  be  nothing  plainer  than 
the  evident  purport  of  the  language  used,  in  this 
connection,  by  those  who  framed  the  old  inter¬ 
state  agreements.  I  he  joint  interstate  conference 
has  always  persistently  and  consistently  refused 
to  take  up  any  question  local  to  any  one  state 
and,  in  that  respect,  it  has  been  perfectly  right 
in  its  position. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  no  concern  to  the  joint 
interstate  conference,  heretofore,  whether  the 
adjustment  of  the  local  differences  preceded  or  fol- 
lowd  the  interstate  joint  conferences.  It  should 
have  been  immaterial  this  year,  whether  the  state 
meetings  were  held  before  or  after  the  joint  inter¬ 
state  conference.  By  what  process  of  reasoning, 
then,  can  Mr.  Mitchell  arrive  at  a  conclusion  that 
the  state  discussions,  especially  if  they  have  a 
definite  and  satisfactory  issue,  are  likely  to  en¬ 
danger  the  joint  interstate  agreement,  especially 
if  they  keep  clear  of  discussion  of  those  questions 
always  delegated  to  the  joint  interstate  meetings. 

The  very  evident  intention  of  Mr.  Mitchell  is 
to  dictate  to  the  operators,  not  only  the  terms, 
but  also  the  form  which  negotiations  shall  take. 
It  is  charity  to  Mr.  Mitchell  to  consider,  in  this 
instance,  that  his  prolonged  ill  health  has  not  left 
him  in  position  to  handle,  with  his  old  time  clear¬ 
headedness,  the  big  questions  which  now  con¬ 
front  the  associated  miners.  It  is  impossible  to 
conceive  that  the  public  will  extend  the  same 
degree  of  charity,  provided  any  hasty  action  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Mitchell  results  in  a  further 
estrangement  of  the  miners  and  the  operators. 
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New  Operating  Company. 


For  the  first  time  since  the  negotiations  were 
opened  between  the  miners  and  the  operators,  the 
war  note,  in  the  discussions  of  the  operators,  is 
predominant.  They  all  trace  their  animosity  to 
the  stand  into  which  Mr.  Mitchell  is  trying  to 
force  them. 

Planning  a  New  Move. 

The  Mine  Workers  are  adding  to  the  gayety  of 
nations.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  January  they 
decided  to  treat  with  the  operators  as  a  whole  or 
not  at  all.  Now  they  propose  to  meet  in  Indian¬ 
apolis  March  12  to  undo  what  they  have  done  pre¬ 
viously — permit  the  miners  to  agree  with  the 
states  individually.  Now  President  Mitchell  of 
the  Mine  Workers  threatens  to  have  this  conven¬ 
tion  fix  a  scale  and  call  upon  the  mine  operators 
to  pay  it  or  have  their  operations  closed  down. 
This  is  all  very  pretty  as  a  display  of  the  right 
kind  of  a  belligerent  spirit  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  seems  to  very  effectively  take  all 
responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  a  coal  mine  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  mine  operator.  Mr.  Mitchell 
appears  to  be  getting  modest  in  his  last  few  days 
as  chief  executive  of  a  miners’  union. 

He  means  to  say,  by  this  announcement,  that 
he  is  going  to  do  a  rather  drastic  thing.  At  these 
meetings  it  is  always  the  custom  for  the  miners 
to  instruct  their  delegates,  to  the  joint  interstate 
conference,  not  to  accept  a  reduction.  They  have 
never  been  permitted  to  take  any  less  money  for 
the  men  they  represent  and  they  have  never  been 
permitted  to  change  the  differential  disadvan¬ 
tageous^  to  the  mine  worker.  In  that  far  the 
miners’  national  convention  fixes  a  minimum 
wage  scale.  They  have  never  tried  to  do  more. 
Four  years  ago  when  a  reduction  was  proposed 
and  when  the  mine  workers’  representatives  saw 
it  was  necessary  to  grant  the  reduction,  it  was 
necessary  to  take  a  referendum  vote  before  the 
proposition  became  effective  finally.  This  year 
the  miners  will  take  the  same  stand  as  to  making 
a  minimum  scale.  Whether  they  will  do  more 
must  depend  upon  what  action  Mr.  Mitchell  is 
able  to  persuade  the  national  convention  to  take. 

There  are  a  few  things  that  Mr.  Mitchell,  per¬ 
sonally  can  do — if  he  wishes  to  abide  by  the  con¬ 
sequences.  He  can  call  the  interstate  wage  con¬ 
ference  if  he  wishes  and  have  it  invite  the 
operators  to  attend.  If  the  Ohio  and  western 
Pennsylvania  operators  do  not  want  to  go  into 
a  convention  before  April  1,  any  request  or  threat 
from  Mr.  Mitchell  will  not,  of  necessity,  make 
them  change  their  minds.  Without  those  two 
states  there  will,  of  course,  be  no  general  inter¬ 
state  conference — at  least  no  one  that  will  be  repre¬ 
sentative.  Having  made  the  bluff,  however,  it 
will  then  be  up  to  Mr.  Mitchell  to  make  good. 
Pie  can  not  call  a  strike  without  the  support  of 
his  successor,  because  before  a  strike  is  possible 
Mr.  Mitchell  will  be  out  of  office.  The  old  con¬ 
tract  does  not  expire  until  April  1  and  there  can 
be  no  strike,  without  violating  an  agreement  be¬ 
fore  that  time.  Mr.  Mitchell  retires  from  office 
on  April  1  and,  therefore,  the  old  contract  ex¬ 
pires  with  his  authority  and  he  will  have  no  right 
to  bind  the  organization  beyond  the  term  of  his 
office.  This  is  rather  embarrassing  for  Mr. 
Mitchell,  for  evidently  he  made  his  threat  before 
he  had  time  to  study  out  just  where  his  bluff 
would  land  him. 

Popular  Support  Needed. 

There  is  another  respect  in  which  arbitrary 
action  might  prove  embarrassing  to  Mr.  Mitchell. 
The  people  may  think  favorably  of  a  man  as  long 
as  he  conducts  himself  circumspectly,  but  the  pub¬ 
lic  reserves  the  right  to  change  its  opinion  and 
to  recall  its  favors.  Mr.  Mitchell,  by  taking  an 
arbitrary  stand  now,  might  find  that  the  public 
would  not  support  him  in  calling  a  strike,  upon 
any  such  pretext  as  that  advanced.  Without  pub¬ 
lic  sympathy  for  any  strike  which  Mr.  Mitchell 
might  cause  to  arise,  there  would  be  danger  that 
the  miners’  union,  itself,  would  expire  with  the 
term  of  office  of  its  president.  It  is  evidently 
the  cue  to  Mr.  Mitchell  to  move  slowly. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  he  has  a  more 
adroit  move  under  contemplation.  He  knows  that 
the  Illinois  miners  and  operators  have  only  taken 
a  recess.  He  knows  that  the  Indiana  operators 
and  miners  could  agree  in  a  short  time.  He 
knows  that  both  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  operators 
are  trying  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  selling  the 
dock  coal,  owned  by  the  Ohio  and  western  Penn¬ 


sylvania  operators,  during  the  time  the  mines 
have  suspended  operations.  It  is  now  declared 
that,  in  the  event  the  eastern  operators  refuse  to 
agree  to  a  convention  before  April  1,  Mr.  Mitchell 
will  hasten  to  close  individual  contracts  with 
Illinois  and  Indiana  and  call  a  strike  in  Ohio  and 
western  Pennsylvania.  This  would  be  a  death 
blow .  to  any  interstate  agreement  for  the  year 
but,  it  is  said,  Mr.  Mitchell  believes  he  could 
force  the  eastern  operators  into  a  position  where 
they  would  be  willing  to  act  quickly. 


Illinois  Output. 


The  Total  Is  47,798,621  Tons  and  the  Av¬ 
erage  Value  f.  o.  b.  Mines  Is  $1,037 
Per  Ton, 


David  Ross  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Sta¬ 
tistics  of  Illinois  has  just  completed  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  coal  production  in  Illinois  for  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1907.  This  has  required 
a  tremendous  amount  of  labor  to  make  the 
statement  accurate.  It  shows  that  the  total 
output  of  all  mines  in  the  state  for  the  year 
was  47,798,621  tons  of  2,000  pounds,  while  the 
total  output  of  shipping  mines  was  46,436,839 
tons.  Of  this  total,  the  amount  shipped  was 
42,032,535  tons.  The  statement  of  value  shows 
the  aggregate,  for  the  total  home  product,  of 
$49,486,396.  The  average  value  per  ton,  all 
grades  at  the  mines,  was  $1,037.  The  report  is 
as  follows: 


Number  of  counties  producing  coal .  43 

Number  of  mines  and  openings  of  all  kinds..  933 

New  mines  or  old  mines  reopened  during  the 

year  . \ .  gg 

Mines  closed  or  abandoned  since  last  report.  173 

Total  output  of  all  mines,  in  tons  of  2,000 

pounds  . .  47,798,621 

Number  of  shipping  or  commercial  mines...  411 

Total  output  of  shipping  mines,  tons .  46,436,839 

Number  of  mines  in  local  trade  only .  522 

Output  of  local  mines,  tons .  1,361,782 

Total  tons  of  mine-run  coal .  1T628|302 

Total  tons  of  lump  coal .  20, 599, '509 

Total  tons  of  egg  coal .  2,469,442 

Total  tons  of  nut  coal .  2,625,306 

Total  tons  of  pea  coal .  9T3s]o44 

Total  tons  of  slack  coal .  l,338’oi8 

Total  tons  shipped  .  42,032^35 

Tons  supplied  to  locomotives  at  the  mines....  1,100,706 

Tons  sold  to  local  trade .  2,503,639 

Tons  consumed  (or  wasted)  at  the  plant .  2,161,741 

Average  days  of  active  operation  for  shipping 

mines  . 208 

Average  days  of  active  operation  for  all 

.  mines  . . .  184.1 

Averave  value  per  ton  all  grades  at  shipping 

mines  . . . $  1.022 

Average  value  per  ton  of  mine-run  coal  at 

shipping  mines  .  0.973 

Average  value  per  ton  of  lump  coal  at  ship¬ 
ping  mines  .  1.296 

Average  value  per  ton  of  egg  coal  at  shipping 

mines  .  1.262 

Average  value  per  ton  of  nut  coal  at  shipping 

mines  .  1.009 

Average  value  per  ton  of  pea  or  screenings 

coal  at  shipping  mines  .  0.522 

Average  value  per  ton  of  slack  coal  at  ship¬ 
ping  mines  .  0.336 

Average  home  value  of  total  product .  49,486,396 

Average  value  per  ton,  all  grades,  at  the 

mines  .  1.037 

Number  of  mines  in  which  mining  machines 

are  used  .  ioi 

Number  of  mining  machines  in  use .  1,105 

Number  of  tons  undercut  by  machines .  14,490,454 

Number  of  tons  mines  by  hand .  33,308,168 

Average  number  of  miners  employed  during 

the  year  .  45,498 

Average  number  of  other  employes  under¬ 
ground  .  13,026 

Average  number  of  boys  employed  under¬ 
ground  .  1,595 

Average  number  of  employes  above  ground...  6,595 

Total  number  of  employes .  66,714 

Number  of  persons  at  work  underground .  60,119 

Number  at  work  on  surface .  6,695 

Average  price  paid  per  gross  ton  for  hand 

mining,  shipping  mines  .  $0,592 

Average  price  paid  per  gross  ton  for  machine 

mining  .  $0.4791 

Number  of  kegs  of  powder  used  for  blasting 

coal  .  1,395,037 

Number  of  kegs  of  powder  used  for  other 

purposes  . _ .  4,682 

Number  of  pounds  of  dynamite .  71,120 

Number  of  men  accidentally  killed .  165 

Number  killed  inside  of  the  mines .  168 

Number  killed  outside  of  the  mines .  7 

Number  of  wives  made  widows .  95 

Number  of  children  left  fatherless .  273 

Number  of  men  injured  so  as  to  lose  a 

month  or  more  of  time .  639 

Number  of  gross  tons  mined  to  each  life  lost  2S9,689 

Number  of  employes  to  each  life  lost .  404 

Number  of  deaths  per  1,000  employed .  2.5 

Number  of  gross  tons  mined  to  each  man  in¬ 
jured  .  74,802 

Number  of  employes  to  each  man  injured....  104 

Number  of  injured  to  1,000  employed .  9.6 


The  announcement  has  been  made  that  the 
Jupiter  Collieries  Company  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  by  Charles  H.  Ebbert  and  J.  F.  Posta  to 
handle  Jupiter  mines  Nos.  1  and  5,  and  also 
the  washery.  These  were  leased,  by  these  gen¬ 
tlemen,  a  short  time  ago  from  the  Oriental 
Coal  Company.  Of  the  new  company  Mr. 
Ebbert  is  president  and  Mr.  Posta  is  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer.  I.  T.  Robbinson,  who  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  mines  heretofore,  will 
continue  as  superintendent.  These  mines  are 
located  near  DuQuoin,  Ill.,  and  have  an  output 
of  about  a  thousand  tons  per  day,  which  will 
be  increased  by  about  four  hundred  tons  a  day 
in  a  very  short  time.  The  washery  has  a  ca¬ 
pacity  of  fifty  tons  per  hour.  The  Jupiter 
Collieries  Company  has  a  lease  on  these  mines 
running  five  years  with  an  option  either  to 
purchase  at  that  time  or  renew  the  lease.  The 
new  company  will  be  the  operating  concern 
while  the  West  Virginia  &  Western  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  headquarters  in  the  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  will  have  charge  of  the  sales. 
Although  possession  was  taken  of  these  mines 
on  February  15  the  announcement  of  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  deal  has  just  been  made.  By 
this  lease  Mr.  Ebbert  and  Mr.  Posta  came  into 
possession  of  1,000  acres  of  valuable  Du  Quoin 
coal  land  having  a  seam  which  averages  about 
six  feet  in  thickness.  The  mines  are  located 
on  the  line  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad 
solely,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  in  the  near 
future  another  railroad  connection  will  be 
made.  The  market  for  this  Du  Quoin  coal  has 
been  especially  large.  The  West  Virginia  & 
Western  has  been  handling  the  output  for 
sometime  and  has  been  disposing  of  the  coal 
as  far  south  as  New  Orleans  and  as  far  north 
as  St.  Paul  and  has  been  selling  a  good  deal 
of  the  output  in  St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  The 
mines  are  to  be  put  in  first  class  condition  by 
the  lessees.  They  are  putting  in  a  new  car 
unloader  and  are  otherwise  fitting  up  the  plant 
in  first  class  shape. ,  The  No.  5  mine  is  prac¬ 
tically  new.  It  is  equipped  with  a  box  car 
loader  and  is  operated  by  machinery,  the 
punches  being  pneumatic.  Mine  No.  1  is  a  pick 
mine.  In  addition  to  leasing  all  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  the  new  company  bought  all  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  property  of  the  old  and  in  consequence 
was  able  to  continue  production  without  inter¬ 
ruption.  This  is  the  first  venture  of  Mr.  Eb¬ 
bert  and  Mr.  Posta  as  operators. 


Western  Freight  Rates. 


Those  shipping  concerns  of  the  east  who  are 
inclined  to  complain  against  railroad  rates  and 
general  railroad  conditions  may  gain  some 
gratification  by  contrasting  their  position  with 
that  of  the  western  mine  operators.  Those  of 
the  east  who  have  never  believed  in  associated 
effort  will  gain  some  valuable  information  by 
looking  carefully  into  the  difference  between 
the  eastern  and  the  western  freight  rates. 

In  the  east  the  mine  operators  and  the  ship¬ 
pers.  generally,  have  stood  together  to  fight 
for  a  reduction  of  coal  carrying  charges.  In 
the  west,  especially  in  Colorado,  the  mine 
operators  have  several  times  tried  to  agree  on 
some  joint  action,  but  have  never  been  able  to 
harmonize  their  individual  differences.  As  a 
result  the  mine  operators  in  Ohio,  western 
Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  are  paying  a 
freight  rate  of  eighty-eight  cents  to  $1.05  for 
hauling  a  ton  of  coal  from  150  to  175  miles.  In 
Colorado  the  rate  for  hauling  coal  to  Denver 
is  eighty  cents  on  mine  run  and  sixty  cents  on 
slack  and  the  distance  is  only  twenty-five 
miles.  The  rate  per  ton  per  mile  from  Illinois 
to  the  northwestern  fields  is  three  mills. 
In  Colorado  for  the  transportation  from  the 
mines  to  Denver  it  is  three  and  one-third 
cents,  consequently  in  Colorado  the  rate  is 
just  ten  times  higher  per  ton  per  mile'  than 
it  is  in  the  eastern  fields.  The  reason  for  this 
is  that  the  eastern  shippers  have  been  able  to 
stand  together  and  compel  the  railroads  to 
grant  a  reduction.  In  the  west  the  shippers 
have  never  been  able  to  stand  together  and 
have  never  presented  an  united  front  to  the 
railroad  companies. 
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Coal  Output  West  of  the  Mississippi. 


New  Mexico  Has  a  Struggle  to  Get  Miners  and  Realizes  the  Value  of  a  Contract— Car  Shortages  Are 

Felt  Generally — Prices  Fluctuate  Freely. 


By  Edward  W.  Parker. 


In  the  western  interior  district,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  states  of  Iowa,  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Arkansas,  Texas,  and  what  is  now  Oklahoma, 
little  influence  on  production  during  1907  was 
exercised  by  the  monetary  troubles  as  com¬ 
pared  with  that  shown  in  the  eastern  states. 
The  shortage  of  labor  and  car  supply  and  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  the  railway  rates  were  the 
principal  causes  of  complaint. 

In  the  most  northerly  state,  Iowa,  there  was 
little,  if  any,  increase  in  production,  owing 
to  a  condition  like  that  in  western  Kentucky; 
that  is,  mining  operations  were  not  to  any 
extent  suspended  in  1906  when  the  mines  in 
Illinois  and  Indiana  were  shut  down,  and  Iowa 
consequently  does  not  participate  in  the  in¬ 
creased  tonnage  for  1907. 

Throughout  Missouri,  Kansas,  Arkansas  and 
the  Indian  Territory  (now  Oklahoma)  sus¬ 
pensions  were  general  in  the  spring  of  1906, 

}and  the  increases  in  1907  were  consequently 
more  pronounced.  The  reports  to  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Southwestern  Operators’  Associa¬ 
tion  show  that  in  the  month  of  June  alone 
there  was  an  increase  in  production  by  the 
members  of  that  organization  of  740,000  tons 
in  1907  over  1906,  the  mines  having  started  to 
work  on  the  sixteenth  of  that  month  in  1906. 
In  the  next  four  months  there  was  a  total  in¬ 
crease  of '  about  the  same  amount  as  that 
shown  by  June,  so  that  among  the  members 
of  the  association  alone  there  was  an  increase 
in  five  months  of  1,500,000  tons.  The  entire 
field  will  probably  show  an  increase  of  about 
ten  per  cent  over  the  preceding  year. 

In  the  four  states  that  have  just  been  men¬ 
tioned  the  demand  for  coal  was  heavy  dur¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  but  fell  off  to 
some  extent  in  November  and  December.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  a  num¬ 
ber  of  steam  plants  were  shut  down  and  the 
demand  for  coal  accordingly  abated.  Domestic 
coal  consumption  was  likewise  somewhat  less. 

Edward  Sweeney,  inspector  of  coal  mines 
for  Iowa,  states  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  min¬ 
ing  conditions  in  that  state  during  1907  were 
gratifying  to  both  miners  and  operators.  The 
money  disturbances  affected  mining  conditions 
in  Iowa  but  little,  the  chief  trouble  occurring 
when  the  miners  at  some  places  refused  to 
accept  checks  and  clearing-house  certificates 
in  payment  fof  wages.  This  resulted  in  strikes, 
and  some  of  the  mines  were  shut  down  for 
three  or  four  days.  Miners  and  operators 
have  an  agreement  in  force  until  March  31, 
1908.  The  car  supply  has  been  generally  sat¬ 
isfactory,  and  freight  rates  have  been  improved 
through  recent  legislation. 

The  production  of  the  state  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1907,  was  7,545,525  tons, 
while  the  production  in  the  calendar  year 
ended  December  31,  1906,  was  7,266,224  tons. 

The  comparatively  insignificant  effect  of 
the  financial  depression  upon  the  coal  trade  of 
Iowa  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  output 
is  not  largely  consumed  by  industrial  opera¬ 
tions.  Outside  of  the  very  considerable  ton¬ 
nage  consumed  by  the  railroads  traversing  the 
state,  the  output  goes  principally  to  domestic 
consumers.  An  exception  to  the  generally  sat¬ 
isfactory  conditions  regarding  car  supply  is 
reported  from  the  southeastern  district  of  the 
state,  particularly  during  August,  September 
and  October,  when,  according  to  report,  the 
car  supply  for  this  region  was  less  than  forty 
per  cent  of  the  mine  requirements.  After 
November  1  there  was  an  abundant  car  sup¬ 
ply  on  all  lines.  According  to  one  of  the 
larger  operators  in  the  southeastern  district, 
the  first  interstate  agreement  between  the  op- 

*This  is  the  second  paper  on  1907  output  by  Mr. 
Parker. — Ed. 


erators  and  miners,  covering  the  competitive 
fields  of  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  was  made 
about  ten  years  ago,  and  the  Iowa  agreement 
was  based  thereon.  This  agreement  fixed  the 
price  of  mining  in  the  competitive  states  with 
Danville,  Ill.,  as  a  basis  point,  the  freight 
rates  to  the  competitive  markets  then  charged 
being  a  part  of  the  consideration  in  the  ad¬ 
justment  of  the  wage  scale.  At  that  time  Iowa 
coal  competed  with  the  coal  from  Indiana  and 
Illinois  in  the  Iowa  markets,  but  subsequently 
freight  rates  from  those  states  into  Iowa  ter¬ 
ritory  have  at  various  times  been  reduced 
without  corresponding  reduction  in  the  freight 
rates  from  Iowa  mines  to  the  same  markets, 
these  rates,  which  are  promulgated  by  the 
State  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners,  being 
the  same  today  as  twenty  years  ago.  In  or¬ 
der  to  show  these  unfavorable  freight  con¬ 
ditions  for  Iowa  coal,  attention  is  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  production  of  Illinois  has 
increased  in  ten  years  from  19,000,000  to  46,- 
000,000  tons,  while  the  gain  in  Iowa’s  produc¬ 
tion  has  been  less  than  3,000,000  tons. 

J.  E.  Marsteller,  secretary  of  the  Bureau  of 
Mines  and  Mine  Insnection,  estimates  the  out¬ 
put  for  Missouri  for  the  year  at  4,350,000  tons, 
which  would  be  an  increase  of  about  600,000 
tons  over  that  of  1906.  He  also  states  that 
the  mines  of  the  state  were  worked  steadily 
throughout  the  year  and  that  the  monetary 
conditions  did  not  seemingly  have  any  influ¬ 
ence  on  either  production  or  prices.  Freight 
rates  have  been  somewhat  unsettled,  owing  to 
the  rates  promulgated  by  the  Railroad  and 
Warehouse  Commission  of  the  state,  which 
failed  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  operators 
where  conflicing  interests  were  involved. 

T'Tr  Marsteller  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  state  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
fact  that  there  were  no  explosions  during  the 
year,  and,  with  the  mines  working  steadily,  a 
record  of  but  eight  fatal  accidents,  or  a  rate 
of  0.78  per  thousand  of  men  employed,  was 
made. 

Oklahoma  Operations. 

William  Cameron,  United  States  mine  in¬ 
spector  for  Indian  Territory  (now  Oklahoma), 
states  that  during  the  part  of  the  year  in  which 
there  was  a  strong  demand  for  coal  the  output 
was  considerably  reduced  by  the  insufficient 
car  supply,  and  he  estimates  that  the  loss  of 
time  due  to  this  cause  was  about  twenty  to 
twenty-five  per  cent.  Mr.  Cameron  also  thinks 
that  the  excessive  freight  rates  on  the  output 
of  coal  from  Oklahom  (Indian  Territory)  has 
to  a  considerable  extent  affected  the  produc¬ 
tion.  The  rate  per  ton  per  mile  is  charged 
from  competing  points,  and  this  has  permitted 
the  introduction  of  coal  by  water  rates  from 
Alabama  and  West  Virginia  to  the  territory 
naturally  tributary  to  Oklahoma.  Large  quan¬ 
tities  of  coal  have  also  been  shipped  by  rail 
from  Illinois  to  southern  Texas,  a  legitimate 
market  for  the  Oklahoma  coal  fields. 

Monetary  disturbances  were  principally  felt, 
as  in  some  of  the  other  states,  in  the  unwil¬ 
lingness  of  the  men  to  accept  payment  for 
wages  in  anything  but  actual  cash,  even  at  a 
time  when  there  was  a  good  demand  for  coal. 
The  principal  difficulty,  however,  arose  from 
the  fact  that  the  coal  trade  of  the  state  de¬ 
pends  upon  a  certain  class  of  industries  for 
the  sale  of  its  slack  and  other  cheap  coals,  and 
numbers  of  these  industries  were  shut  down  in 
November  and  December,  leaving  the  market 
limited  to  that  requiring  only  domestic  lump 
and  the  higher  grades  of  coal,  and  conditions 
being  unfavorable,  there  was,  in  the  last  two 
months  of  the  year,  only  about  fifty  per  cent 


of  the  expected  and  usual  demand  for  com¬ 
mercial  coal.  Moreover,  the  present  method 
of  shooting  the  coal  from  the  solid  produces 
an  excessive  percentage  of  slack  and  the 
cheaper  grades  of  coal,  and  in  order  to  keep 
the  mines  in  operation  these  must  be  sold  at 
the  same  time  as  the  lump  and  higher  grades, 
which  cannot  be  produced  at  a  profit  if  there  is 
no  sale  for  the  lower  grades.  Mr.  Cameron 
estimates  the  production  of  Oklahoma  in  1907 
at  3,450,000  tons,  which  would  be  an  increase 
of  17.3  per  cent  over  that  of  1906. 

Rocky  Mountain  Fields. 

John  D.  Jones,  state  mine  inspector,  esti¬ 
mates  the  production  of  coal  in  Colorado  in 
1907  at  10,919,317  short  tons.  Of  this  amount 
7,811,269  tons  were  bituminous  coal,  91E\.909 
tons  semibituminous,  2,076,246  tons  lignite, 
and  44,893  tons  anthracite.  The  main  features 
of  the  industry  as  reported  by  Mr.  Jones  were, 
first,,  a  general  growth  and  prosperity  through¬ 
out  the  year.  An  unusual  activity  was  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  opening  and  developing  of  new 
mines,  of  which  there  were  eighteen,  having 
a  capacity  ranging  from  150  to  1,500  tons 
daily.  In  addition  to  the  opening  of  new 
mines  many  improvements  were  made  in  the 
old  ones,  especially  in  those  operated  by  the 
larger  companies.  These  improvements  were 
largely  directed  toward  the  greater  safeguard¬ 
ing  of  life  and  property,  and  consist  in  sink¬ 
ing  new  air  shafts  and  installing  ventilating 
fans  of  larger  capacity  than  those  already  in 
use. 

The  chief  labor  difficulty  occurred  at  the 
mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Colorado  Springs, 
where  about  600  miners  went  on  strike  for  an 
advance  in  wages  and  an  eight-hour  day.  This 
occurred  in  the  early  part  of  October,  with  a 
return  to  work  in  about  two  weeks  at  the  old 
scale.  There  was  some  agitation  throughout 
the  state  for  an  eight-hour  day  and  an  in¬ 
crease  in  wages  during  the  year  previous  to 
October,  but  this  agitation  ceased  when  the 
banks  stopped  payment  in  cash.  During  the 
first  part  of  the  year  there  was  the  usual 
shortage  of  men  and  cars  at  the  coal  mining 
camps,  and  this  retarded  coal  mining  consid¬ 
erably.  but  at  the  close  of  the  year,  when  men 
were  thrown  out  of  employment  as  an  effect 
of  the  money  stringency,  this  shortage,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  labor,  was  relieved.  Though  at 
the  close  of  the  year  the  demand  for  coal  was 
not  so  active  as  it  was  previous  to  the  money 
disturbances,  yet  a  comparison  of  the  tonnages 
of  November  and  December,  1907,  with  those 
of  the  corresponding  months  in  1906  shows  a 
decided  increase  in  the  output,  and  indicates 
that  the  coal  industry  as  a  whole  has  been 
affected  but  little  by  the  financial  trouble. 
There  were  no  orders  canceled  for  domestic 
coal  on  account  of  the  money  stringency, 
though  there  was  after  the  first  of  November 
a  falling  off  in  the  demand  from  the  silver, 
lead,  zinc  and  copper  mines,  but  this  falling 
off  has  not  affected  the  total  production,  as 
the  supply  was  short  from  other  sources.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  November  the  car  supply  is  estimated 
to  have  been  twenty-five  per  cent  short  of 
the  demand,  but  during  December  there  was  a 
full  supply. 

The  outlook  for  1908  is  not  so  satisfactory. 
It  is  believed  that  the  monetary  disturbances 
will  affect  the  demand  for  coal,  as  practically 
all  of  the  silver-lead  properties  are  closed  or 
are  being  operated  with  much  reduced  force. 
This  applies  particularly  to  such  well  known 
and  extensive  camps  as  Leadville  and  Aspen. 
The  railroads,  having  less  ore  tonnage  to 
handle,  will  require  much  less  fuel.  Labor 
troubles  at  Goldfield  have  practically  stopped 
shipments  into  that  camp,  and  the  shutting 


14 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[March  7 


down  of  copper  mines  in  the  southwest  has 
cut  off  demand  for  both  coal  and  coke  in 
that  region.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  while 
the  expenditures  for  the  development  of  the 
eighteen  new  mines  which  were  opened  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  were  justified  at  the  time,  the 
indications  were  ,at  the  beginning  of  1908  that 
the  state  would  experience  the  dullest  time 
and  the  smallest  output  since  the  hard  times 
of  1893  and  1894. 

New  Mexico  Output. 

The  situation  in  New  Mexico  is  summed  up 
by  Joe  E.  Sheridan,  territorial  mine  inspector, 
as  follows: 

“The  year  1907  was  one  of  unprecedented 
prosperity  for  the  coal-mining  industry  in 
New  Mexico.  Two  items,  dearth  of  miners 
and  laborers  and  shortage  of  transportation 
facilities,  retarded  and  obstructed  its  much 
greater  progress  and  curtailed  the  production 
fully  fifty  per  cent. 

“In  past  years  it  has  been  the  custom  for 
coal-mine  operators  to  have  traveling  sales 
agents  in  the  field  to  solicit  orders  for  the 
product  of  their  mines  ,as  well  as  local  sales 
agents  in  every  town  and  village  competing 
for  the  patronage  of  consumers.  But  during 
1907  that  order  of  conditions  was  reversed, 
and  some  of  the  large  consumers,  as  also  the 
local  coal  dealers,  of  the  towns  and  cities  of 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Texas,  California  and 
old  Mexico  had  purchasing  agents  in  the  field 
seeking  supplies  of  coal,  and  vying  with  each 
other  in  bidding  the  price  up,  in  the  endeavor 
to  be  first  served.  As  a  result  coal  soared  in 
price  and  the  coal  operators  strained  every 
point  to  increase  their  production  and  make 
hay  while  the  sun  shone;  but  the  causes 
above  named  restricted  the  production,  re¬ 
gardless  of  all  efforts  to  increase  it. 

“In  the  general  condition  of  prosperity  pre¬ 
vailing  throughout  the  country  labor  of  all 
kinds  was  in  demand  everywhere,  and  miners 
could  not  be  induced  to  leave  good  places  on 
the  chances  of  bettering  their  conditions,  al¬ 
though  the  more  extensive  coal-mine  oper¬ 
ators  made  every  effort  to  induce  miners  to 
come  to  New  Mexico.  The  great  change 
made  in  recent  years  in  the  construction  of 
miners’  homes  in  the  coal-mining  camps  is 
very  noticeable.  Formerly  the  coal-mine  camp 
represented  a  dreary,  monotonous  picture,  with 
its  painfully  regular  rows  of  barnlike  houses, 
with  gable  ends  to  the  street  and  all  oainted 
the  same  unattractive  reddish  brown.  The 
mine  operators  of  New  Mexico  have  built  pret¬ 
ty,  artistic  cottages,  of  varied  designs  and 
colors,  with  water  and  electric  lights  in  many 
of  the  houses.  In  addition  to  the  generally 
comfortable  appearance  of  these  homes  the 
rents  are  only  half  as  much  per  room  as  is 
paid  in  other  towns  and  cities  outside  the  coal 
camps.  Schools,  recreation  halls,  billiard 
rooms.  bowling  alleys,  reading  rooms, 
churches,  lodge  rooms,  dancing  pavilions,  and 
in  one  town  (Dawson,  N.  M.),  a  theater,  sec¬ 
ond  to  none  in  the  territory,  have  been  built 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  miners.  And 
all  of  these  elements  of  pleasure  and  comfort 
cost  less  in  the  coal-mine  camps  of  New 
Mexico  than  in  any  of  the  other  towns  of  the 
territory,  the  companies  seeking  no  profit  on 
these  investments  other  than  the  inducement 
offered  the  miners  to  remain  in  the  camps. 

“It  is  doubtful  if  any  class  of  skilled  labor 
was  making  better  wages  than  a  good  coal 
miner  could  earn  in  New  Mexico.  It  was  not 
uncommon  for  a  coal  miner  to  be  paid  $140  to 
$180  or  even  $190  or  $200  for  a  month’s  labor 
of  twenty-two  days  to  twenty-six  days,  and 
few  of  them  worked  twenty-six  days,  which 
would  mean  a  full  month  except  Sundays.  He 
was  a  poor  miner  who  did  not  make  above 
$3.50  a  day.  Yet  such  wages  did  not  bring  the 
desired  supply  of  labor,  and  the  production 
could  not  be  increased. 

“The  same  causes  affected  the  coke  industry; 
new  ovens  being  built  were  delayed  in  con¬ 
struction  for  want  of  men  and  materials,  and 
southwestern  consumers  were  compelled  to 
carry  their  coke  contracts  to  Colorado,  Con- 
nellsville,  Pa.,  and  even  to  Germany  and  Aus¬ 
tria,.  to  have  them  filled. 

“New  Mexico  has  been  fortunate  in  its  free¬ 
dom  from  labor  troubles  during  the  past  three 
years.  During  that  time  there  have  been  fre¬ 


quent  vague  rumors  of  impending  disturb¬ 
ances  of  conditions,  but  in  general  the  men 
seemed  satisfied  and  contented. 

“The  car  shortage  was  as  poient  a  factor 
as  dearth  of  labor  in  retarding  the  progress 
of  the  coal-mining  industry  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  a  greater  supply  of  labor  would  have 
materially  increased  the  production  unless 
transportation  facilities  could  have  increased 
at  the  same  time.  Some  of  the  coal  operators 
had  car-chasers  out  hunting  empty  cars  that 
might  be  sidetracked,  but  when  the  railroads 
were  threatened  with  a  coal  famine  and  could 
not  furnish  sufficient  cars  to  haul  their  own 
contracted  coal  from  the  mines,  there  was 
little  use  in  others  trying  to  find  empty  cars 
for  private  use.  Freight  rates  were  not  a 
matter  for  consideration  of  the  coal  consumer 
with  the  prospects  of  a  winter  ahead  without 
coal.  Yet  the  railroads  did  not  take  advantage 
of  the  situation  to  increase  rates;  in  fact,  they 
lowered  rates  of  their  own  volition  in  some 
instances. 

Influence  of  Panic. 

"The  sudden  change  in  monetary  condi¬ 
tions,  or  rather  the  resulting  changed  con¬ 
dition  of  the  copper  market  and  copper-min¬ 
ing  industry,  has  had  a  very  depressing  effect 
upon  the  coal-mining  industry  in  New  Mex¬ 
ico.  This  depression  was  just  beginning  to 
be  appreciable  as  the  year  1907  closed,  al¬ 
though  it  had  been  felt  in  the  coke  industry  in 
November  and  December.  The  coke  pro¬ 
duced  in  New  Mexico  was  all  consumed  at 
the  copper  smelting  plants  of  Arizona,  El 
Paso,  Tex.,  and  Mexico.  But  the  production 
of  New  Mexico  was  not  sufficient  to  supply 
twenty-five  percent  of  the  demand  of  these 
smelters.  Having  apparently  an  assured  mar¬ 
ket  for  all  the  product  of  the  coke  ovens,  and 
receiving  the  benefit  of  every  advance  of  price 
in  the  coke  market,  the  coke  produced  in  New 
Mexico  did  not  consider  it  important  to  make 
a  long-term  contract,  but  sold  from  month  to 
month  all  that  could  be  produced.  But  the 
Colorado  and  Pennsylvania  coke  manufactur¬ 
ers  entrenched  themselves  against  a  falling 
market  or  lessened  demand  by  long-time  con¬ 
tracts  for  certain  quantities.  Now  that  the 
copper  smelting  industry  has  been  so  greatly 
curtailed  the  demand  for  coal  and  coke  has 
lessened  proportionately,  especially  the  market 
for  coke,  with  the  result  that  many  coke  ovens 
are  now  idle  in  New  Mexico,  while  coke  pur¬ 
chased  on  long-time  contracts  is  now  being 
hauled  from  Connellsville,  Pa.,  past  the  coal 
mines  of  New  Mexico  to  the  smelters  of 
Arizona  and  Mexico.  Some  of  these  coke 
contracts  at  Connellsville  run  until  July,  1908, 
and  similar  contracts  are  in  force  with  Colo¬ 
rado  coke  manufacturers. 

“The  lessened  activity  of  the  copper  mines 
and  depressed  business  conditions  has  de¬ 
creased  the  demand  for  coal  for  railroad  uses 
in  proportion  as  the  traffic  has  lessened.  This, 
together  with  the  exceedingly  mild  winter  all 
over  the  Pacific  coast,  as  well  as  in  the  south¬ 
west,  has  lessened  the  demand  for  coal  very 
materially,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will 
be  noticeable  very  much  in  the  figures  for 
the  calendar  year  1907.  It  will,  however,  be 
quite  appreciable  in  1908,  and  if  there  is  not 
a  pronounced  revival  of  industrial  conditions 
it  ‘is  very  doubtful  whether  the  coal-mining 
industry  in  1908  will  show  an  increased  pro¬ 
duction  over  1907. 

“The  probable  increase  of  production  of  coal 
in  New  Mexico  in  1907  as  compared  with  1906 
will  be  about  thirty  per  cent,  and  the  increased 
production  of  coke  will  be  about  fifty  per  cent. 
The  figures  on  coke  are  not  so  certain  as  those 
on  coal. 

“Many  important  improvements  in  equip¬ 
ment  and  development  of  the  coal  mines  of 
New  Mexico  have  been  made  during  1907, 
which  place  the  mines  in  shape  to  increase 
greatly  the  production  when  industrial  condi¬ 
tions  change  for  the  better  and  the  demand  for 
coal  and  coke  revives. 

“The  shutting  down  of  the  copper  mines  of 
Arizona  has  turned  many  of  the  miners  in  this 
direction  to  seek  employment  in  the  coal 
mines.  As  it  does  not  require  a  very  long  ap¬ 
prenticeship  for  a  good  quartz  miner  to  be¬ 
come  a  good  coal  miner,  and  as  he  can  make 
better  pay  than  in  the  quartz  mines,  it  is  prob¬ 


able  that  many  of  them  will  remain  at  the 
coal  mines,  even  after  the  quartz  mines  resume 
operations.” 

Utah  Production. 

J.  E.  Pettit,  state  mine  inspector  of  Utah, 
reports  that  the  production  of  that  state  in 
1907  amounted  to  1,967,621  tons,  as  against 
1,772,551  tons  in  1906.  The  railroad  compa¬ 
nies  have  handled  the  product  of  the  mines  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner,  but  two  shortages 
of  car  supply  having  been  reported  to  the 
mine  inspector’s  office.  The  monetary  dis¬ 
turbance  affected  the  cpal-mining  industry  in 
Utah  considerably.  After  the  closing  of  the 
mines  and  smelters  in  Montana  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  close  down  the  204  coke  ovens  at  Cas- 
tlegate.  This  was  followed  by  the  closing  of 
several  metal  mines  and  smelters  in  Utah, 
which  partially  closed  down  three  or  four  coal 
mines  in  the  state.  There  were  no  labor  trou¬ 
bles  and  the  operators  do  not  seem  to  have 
made  any  complaint  as  to  loss  of  business  be¬ 
cause  of  unsatisfactory  freight  rates. 

Wyoming  Operations. 

A  substantial  increase  in  production  was  re¬ 
ported  from  the  coal  mines  in  Wyoming, 
though  shortage  of  labor  and  transportation 
facilities  has  also  been  complained  of.  In 
Wyoming  especial  complaint  is  made  of  the 
decrease  in  labor  efficiency,  which  is  attributed 
to  advance  in  wages  and  reduced  working 
time.  In  September  many  of  the  mines  in  the 
state  were  put  on  an  eight-hour  basis  (reduced 
from  ten  hours),  and  increases  in  wages  were 
also  given  to  the  miners  by  the  operators. 
Some  of  the  operators  now  claim  that  this  has 
had  a  baneful  rather  than  a  favorable  influence 
upon  mining  operations,  in  explanation  of 
which  it  is  stated  that  mine  workers  required 
and  expected  to  receive  about  so  many  dollars 
per  week,  and  when  they  are  able  to  make  this 
amount  with  less  expenditure  of  labor  they 
will  be  inspired  more  by  a  desire  to  work 
fewer  hours  than  to  receive  a  larger  amount 
of  pay.  As  a  result  of  the  increased  wages 
and  decreased  hours  per  day,  one  company 
states  that  whereas  a  few  years  ago  it  could 
depend  upon  five  days’  work  per  week  from 
each  man,  it  has  been  unable,  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  demands  during  the  first  ten 
months  of  1907,  to  secure  an  average  of  more 
than  four  days  per  week  per  man,  and  this 
particularly  since  the  wages  were  increased 
twenty  per  cent  and  hours  reduced  from  ten 
to  eight  on  September  1. 

Although  several  smelters  and  mills  that  fur¬ 
nish  a  market  for  Wyoming  coal  were  shut 
down  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  the  outlook 
for  1908  was  very  discouraging,  the  monetarv 
disturbances  did  not  materially  affect  the  coal 
production  of  1907.  There  was  an  increase 
of  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  per  cent  in 
the  Second  Inspection  District  of  the  state, 
and  if  an  equivalent  gain  is  shown  by  District 
No.  1  the  production  of  the  state  for  the  year 
will  reach  a  total  of  about  7,500,000  tons. 

Pacific  Coast  Developments. 

The  production  of  coal  to  any  large  extent 
on  the  Pacific  coast  is  limited  to  the  state  of 
Washington.  The  output  from  Oregon  and 
California  has  been  altogether  lignite  or  sub- 
bituminous  coal,  and  the  largely  increased  pro¬ 
duction  of  petroleum  for  fuel  purposes  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
few  years  has  materially  affected  the  coal-min¬ 
ing  industry  in  these  two  states.  The  market 
in  San  Francisco  at  the  close  of  the  year  pre¬ 
sented  some  peculiar  features.  Both  dealers 
and  consumers  of  coal,  having  in  mind  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  two  previous  winters,  had  pur¬ 
chased  and  stored  during  the  summer  all  the 
coal  which  they  thought  would  be  demanded 
during  the  winter.  As  a  result,  as  much  busi¬ 
ness  was  done  by  the  dealers  in  San  Francisco 
during  the  summer  months  as  is  usually  done 
in  the  winter.  During  the  last  three  months 
of  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  financial  depres¬ 
sion,  there  was  a  continued  season  of  warm 
weather,  with  the  result  that  no  drain  had  been 
made  upon  the  stocks  stored  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  while  constant  shipments  of  coal  from 
Australia  and  Japan  were  arriving  to  add  to 
the  already  full  stocks  on  hand. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


Glen  W.  Traer,  receiver  of  the  Illinois  Col¬ 
lieries  Company,  will  leave  on  Monday  for  a 
trip  through  the  east. 

H.  M.  Ferguson,  general  manager  of  the 
Clinton  Coal  Company,  Clinton,  Ill.,  spent  a 
couple  of  days  of  this  week  in  Chicago. 

Guy  Henry,  formerly  with  the  Dering  Coal 
Company,  will  be  connected  with  the  Chi¬ 
cago  office  of  the  John  T.  Hesser  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  after  March  9. 

Col.  William  Campbell,  of  the  Dering  Coal 
Company,  was  able  to  be  back  at  his  office  on 
Wednesday  of  this  week,  having  been  laid  up 
for  a  week  or  ten  days  with  the  grip. 

F.  A.  Prendergast,  representing  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Coal  Company,  of  Columbus,  was  a  visitor 
in  Chicago  this  week.  He  says  conditions  in  his 
territory  are  not  overly  assuring,  but  expects 
some  improvement  when  lake  navigation  has 
been  resumed.  This  will  happen  shortly. 

Col.  S.  M.  Dalzell,  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal 
Company,  fell  on  the  stairway  at  his  home, 
No.  4030  Grand  boulevard,  and  sprained  a  liga¬ 
ment  in  his  leg.  This  has  laid  him  up  for  the 
time  being  and  it  is  not  expected  he  will  be 
able  to  be  about  business  again  for  the  next 
six  weeks. 

The  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Company 
moved  its  offices  this  week  to  the  Fisher 
building,  where  it  is  now  quartered  in  an  ex¬ 
cellent  suite  on  the  eighth  floor.  Spacious 
private  offices  have  been  reserved  for  Mr. 
Bogle  and  Mr.  Gilmore  overlooking  a  large 
accounting  room. 

The  Chicago  office  of  the  North  Western 
Fuel  Company  has  just  received,  from  the  east, 
a  picture  of  Rear  Admiral  Evans’  flagship,  the 
Connecticut,  while  loading  with  Jenner  coal  at 
the  North  Western  Fuel  Company’s  Somerset 
dock  at  Hampton  Roads  just  prior  to  taking 
a  trip  around  the  Horn.  At  that  time  she  took 
on  board  2,800  tons  of  Jenner  coal. 

Harry  F.  Nash,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  Parkdale  Fuel  Company,  the  National  Coal 
Company,  and  the  Green  Canon  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Denver,  was  in  Chicago  one  day  this 
week  closing  up  some  contracts  with  the  rail¬ 
road  companies.  Mr.  Nash  says  he  does  not 
find  the  railroads  very  anxious  to  take  on 
new  business,  but  they  seem  disposed  to  renew 
old  contracts  on  the  basis  of  last  year’s  busi¬ 
ness. 

Arthur  MacBride  of  the  MacBride  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  shook  the  dust  and  snow  of 
Chicago  from  his  feet  this  week  for  the  time 
being  and  went  down  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
will  plow  around  in  the  Ohio  river  mud.  Mr. 
MacBride  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  very  little  use  trying  to  sell  much  coal 
in  Chicago  and  so  he  is  taking  a  trip  down 
to  his  old  stamping  ground,  where  he  used  to 
be  in  the  railroad  business. 

P.  J.  Delaney,  manager  of  the  John  T.  Hes¬ 
ser  Coal  Company,  has  obtained  the  agency 
for  a  semi-smokeless  coal  mined  in  Kanawha 
county,  West  Virginia,  which  will  make  his 
everlasting  fortune  if  it  continues  to  make 
customers  the  way  it  has  been  doing  for  the 
last  sixty  days.  “P.  J.”  says  this  wonderful 
coal  is  equal  to  anything  sold  in  the  Chicago 
market  with  the  possible  exception  of  Poca¬ 
hontas,  New  River  and  Ocean  coals.  It  can 
be  shipped  via  any  eastern  railroad  except  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  with  a  twenty-cent  ad¬ 
vantage  in  freight  rate  he  insists  he  will  be 
able  to  dispose  of  every  ton  he  can  obtain, 
without  any  great  difficulty. 

August  Lenke  and  O.  S.  Richardson,  as  in¬ 
dividuals  and  as  partners  in  the  firm  of  O.  S. 
Richardson  &  Co.,  filed  petitions  in  bank¬ 
ruptcy  this  week  in  the  United  States  district 
court.  These  proceedings  do  not  affect  the 
solvency  of  the  corporation  known  as  the  O. 
S.  Richardson  Coal  Company.  The  firm  of 


O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.  was  a  partnership 
arrangement  of  Mr.  Lenke  and  Mr.  Richard¬ 
son  and  has  practically  been  out  of  business 
since  the  O.  S.  Richardson  Coal  Company  was 
organized  several  years  ago.  The  liabilities  of 
Mr.  Lenke  and  Mr.  Richardson  are  given  as 
$103,359.  The  assets  are  reported  to  amount 
to  $678,093,  but  of  this  amount  $591,700  are 
stocks,  bonds,  etc.,  said  to  be  unsalable  in 
meeting  the  demands  of  creditors.  Of  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  assets  real  estate  amounts  to 
$39,950  and  bills,  promissory  notes  and  securi¬ 
ties  amount  to  $29,931.  The  largest  creditor 
is  the  Metropolitan  Trust  &  Savings  Bank, 
which  has  an  unsecured  claim  amounting  to 
$15,000. 

Apropos  the  influence  of  the  prospective 
strike  upon  market  prices  in  Chicago,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  incident  is  illuminating.  One  Carter- 
ville  operator,  on  last  Monday,  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  strike  is  inevitable.  He  was 
cock  sure  that  the  buyers  were  going  to  begin 
falling  over  themselves  to  get  coal  and  so  he 
figured  that  the  best  thing  for  him  to  do  would 
be  to  take  a  position  indicating  assurance.  In 
consequence  he  called  up  several  of  those  to 
whom  he  occasionally  sells  coal  and  notified 
them  that  the  price  of  Carterville  coal  had 
gone  up  ten  cents  a  ton  and  they  had  better 
get  under  cover  before  another  advance  was 
made.  He  expected  this  to  create  a  stampede 
among  consumers  and  had  a  regular  “Danny 
Dreamer”  session  with  himself  for  half  an 
hour.  Then  he  began  to  realize  that  orders 
were  not  coming  in  as  rapidly  as  he  expected, 
that  he  was  not  wearing  out  any  more  pencils 
than  he  could  afford,  in  taking  orders,  and 
there  was  no  necessity  for  an  additional  tele¬ 
phone  trunk  line  into  his  office.  Then  he  went 
about  making  an  inquiry  to  find  out  just  how 
the  dealers  and  consumers  fared  and  came  to 
a  realization  of  the  sad  fact  that  the  average 
consumer  does  not  care  two  whoops  up  a 
dark  alley  whether  there  is  a  strike  or  not,  be¬ 
cause  there  is  enough  coal  in  storage  to  last  a 
month  or  six  weeks.  And  so  one  of  the  bene¬ 
ficent  effects  of  the  possible  strike  has  died 
a  bornin'.  On  the  same  day  that  this  in¬ 
cident  transpired  a  block  of  Carterville  lump 
coal  was  sold  at  $1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for 
Chicago  delivery. 

The  announcement  has  been  made  that  M. 
O.  Brooks,  vice  president  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  has  been  given 
an  indefinite  leave  of  absence  on  account  of 
ill  health  and  that  a  number  of  changes  in  the 
personnel  of  the  officials  have  been  made  tem¬ 
porarily.  Mr.  Brooks,  whose  headquarters 
have  been  at  Richmond,  Va.,  went  to  Cuba 
some  time  ago  to  regain  his  health,  but  re¬ 
turned  very  little  improved.  He  has  now  de¬ 
cided  to  go  to  Europe  for  an  indefinite  stay. 
In  the  meantime  it  has  been  necessary  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  handling  his  work  at  Richmond  and 
so  William  Burlingham,  who  has  been  western 
manager  in  charge  of  the  Cincinnati  office  has 
been  transferred  to  Richmond  as  acting  vice- 
president.  P.  H.  Burlingham,  who  has  been 
manager  of  the  Chicago  office,  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  will  become 
acting  western  manager  and  D.  R.  Lawson, 
who  has  been  on  the  road  covering  Indiana 
and  Michigan,  has  been  assigned  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  acting  Chicago  manager.  Mr.  Lawson, 
who  comes  to  Chicago  temporarily  at  least,  is 
not  new  to  Chicago  trade.  He  was  located 
here  for  five  years  with  the  New  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  at  the  time 
Arthur  MacBride  was  in  charge  of  that  office. 


Reports  from  the  east  indicate  that  the 
Reading  and  Lehigh  Valley  railroads  are  going 
to  enter  into  strong  competition  for  business 
to  the  east.  The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation 
Company  has  been  somewhat  hampered  in  its 
eastern  market  hertofore  because  of  its  close 
affiliation  with  the  Jersey  Central  railroad, 
which  is  controlled  by  the  Reading  company. 


The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  depending  upon  this  railroad  con¬ 
nection  for  an  eastern  outlet  but,  as  recently 
shown  in  this  paper,  is  buying  a  number  of 
canal  boats  which  will  enter  into  the  trade 
between  Philadelphia  and  Mauch  Chunk.  In 
addition  the  company  is  now  erecting  a  large 
storage  plant  on  the  Delaware  river  near  Cam¬ 
den.  It  is  announced  that  the  Lehigh  Valley 
intends  to  increase  the  coal  traffic  on  the 
canal  up  to  500,000  tons  per  annum,  which  is 
a  little  more  than  twice  the  tonnage  of  last 
year.  The  canal  will  also  be  utilized  for  gen¬ 
eral  freight  purposes  and  bids  for  transporta¬ 
tion  of  cement,  iron  ore  and  other  commodi¬ 
ties  will  be  made.  This  intention  of  the  Le¬ 
high  with  regard  to  the  canal  is  said  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  recent  refusal  of  the  company  to 
make  a  $1,000,000  stock  dividend  to  the  stock¬ 
holders. 


Chicago  Koruskation. 


Chicago  Kokoals  were  busily  engaged  this 
week  preparing  for  an  approaching  centenary  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  Order  Kokoal.  The  100th 
koruskation  will  be  given  in  full  pomp,  com¬ 
plete  form,  and  impressive  ceremonial  on  Mon¬ 
day,  March  9,  in  Schiller  Hall,  103  East  Ran- 


Charles  E.  Lester,  Imperial  Modoc. 


dolph  street.  Charles  E.  Lester,  imperial  mo- 
doc,  is  coming  all  the  way  from  New  York 
City  to  get  acquainted  with  the  western  Ko¬ 
koals,  so  it  is  up  to  the  Chicago  boosters  to 
turn  out  in  large  numbers  and  extend  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  and  extend  to  the 
modoc  a  most  cordial  welcome. 

The  mystic  and  symbolic  ritualistic  cere¬ 
monies  will  be  in  charge  of  Modoc  W.  L. 
MacCauley.  Baron  G.  H.  Merryweather  and 
Baronet  W.  Mack  Stevens  will  guide  the  can¬ 
didates  through  the  mines  and  they  will  also 
be  shown  the  beauties  and  pleasures  of  pro¬ 
ducing  coal  in  the  twentieth  century  way  by 
that  accomplished  and  inimitable  pitboss,  Tom 
Haskett,  ably  assisted  by  Acolyte  Chan  F. 
Lemmon,  Spotta  Harry  A.  Kuhns  and  the  orig¬ 
inal  spotta,  A.  J.  Eggenberger.  Following  these 
exercises  the  committee  has  prepared  a  de¬ 
lightful  luncheon  for  the  inner  man  with  plenty 
of  cigars,  that  are  guaranteed  to  smoke  and  a 
most  enjoyable  vaudeville  program.  A  large 
class  is  being  rounded  up  by  Chicago  Skout 
R.  C.  Cantelou  and  he  expects  to  have  initiated 
a  score  or  more  of  prominent  Chicago  coal 
men  at  this  koruskation. 
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an  exchange  of  courtesies.  The  miners  declare  that  no  nonunion  men 
shall  be  employed  in  association  mines.  The  basis  of  their  demand  upon 
the  operators  is  a  desire  to  use  the  association  influence  to  strengthen 
the  union.  Now  the  Illinois  operators  demand  of  the  union  that  union 
miners  shall  not  be  employed  in  nonassociation  mines.  The  association 
has  been  helping  the  union  to  grow.  Now  the  operators  want  the  union 
to  help  the  association  expand. 

If  the  miners  are  consistent,  here  is  a  chance  for  them  to  show 
whether  unionism  is  really  founded  upon  the  principle  of  fair  play  or 
whether  its  backbone  is  selfishness  and  its  principles  only  a  lot  of 
sophistry. 
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Co-operation  or  action  by  communities  is  the  thing 
Association  of  the  hour.  The  rich  men  work  through  their 
Action  clubs,  the  poor  men  through  their  unions.  The  in¬ 

dividual  utilizes  secret  societies  or  fraternities  and 
the  small  business  man  enters  into  association.  It  seems  we  are  getting 
away  from  individualism  and  are  turning  our  attention  more  and  more 
to  collective  action  and  collective  bargaining  as  it  were. 

The  operators  of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  have  been  trying  to  bargain  collectively  with  the  miners’  union. 
Various  associations  of  retailers  are  fighting  the  railroads.  Where  the 
pressure  is  the  strongest,  results  are  the  most  pronounced  and  the  most 
satisfactory.  Out  in  Colorado  the  shippers  can  not  agree  among  them¬ 
selves,  and  the  result  is  that  the  Colorado  shippers  are  at  the  mercy  of 
all  the  other  factors  in  the  trade.  They  pay  ten  times  higher  freight 
rates  to  the  railroads  per  ton  per  mile  than  the  eastern  shippers  who 
have  banded  together  and  fought. 

This  is  not  a  new  experience.  It  simply  appears  now  in  a  new 
dress.  It  is  a  reiteration  of  the  old  fact  of  disaster  following  in  the 
trail  of  those  who  fail  to  see  the  trend  of  the  times.  If  the  Colorado 
shippers  would  get  together  and  form  some  kind  of  association  to  take 
up  the  fight,  they  would  soon  remedy  their  condition.  If  the  associa¬ 
tions  of  the  east  would  get  down  to  an  actual  fighting  basis,  they  would 
increase  their  efficiency.  The  association  is  the  thing  of  today  and  the 
thing  of  tomorrow.  Joint  action  is  preferable  to  disjointed  defeat  at  any 
time. 


“Consistency,  verily  thou  art  a  jewel,’’  is  the  quota- 
Consistency  in  tion  used  much  by  those  who  wish  to  slur  the  lack 
Negotiations  consistent  conduct  on  the  part  of  their  fellows. 

Just  now  it  is  upon  the  tongue  of  the  coal  operators 
who  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  weaknesses  of  their  employes.  Coal 
miners  are  mere  men,  as  are  the  officials  of  coal  miners’  unions.  If 
they  fail  to  be  consistent,  maybe  we  ought  to  say  with  Cassius :  “Con¬ 
sider  that  my  mother  chides,  and  leave  it  so.”  It  is  hard  to  take  such 
a  lenient  stand  when  the  offenses  against  consistency  have  been  so 
flagrant. 

The  miners,  and  in  fact  all  union  men  execrate  the  “scab.”  The  use 
of  any  outside  influence  to  break  a  strike  is  as  they  see  it  unfair  deal¬ 
ing.  The  battle  once  pitched,  the  issue  they  believe  must  depend  upon 
the  fighting  power  of  the  contestants.  To  the  gentlemen  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  we  wish  to  say  that  we  take  them  at  their 
words.  The  coal  operators  accept  their  statements  at  their  face  value. 
The  rules  they  have  laid  down  picture  apparently  a  fair  fight  in  the  open 
with  no  batteries,  no  ambuscades,  no  treacheries. 

There  is  no  intention  to  raise  dead  issues  except  such  as  are  il¬ 
luminating  in  their  bearing  upon  the  present  situation.  We  would  like 
to  ask,  How  do  the  miners  explain  President  Mitchell’s  action  of  two 
years  ago  in  using  nonassociation  operators  to  break  down  associated 
action  of  employers?  Was  that  in  the  language  of  the  union  creed,  a 
fair  fight?  Just  now,  the  Illinois  miners  are  demanding  of  the  miners 


The  time  is  near  when  contracts  are  made,  usually, 
Making  New  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  question  arises,  What  are 

Contracts.  the  buyers  going  to  do  this  season?  Will  they  take 
existing  conditions  as  a  criterion  or  figure  into  their 
fuel  purchasing  problems  the  possibility  of  an  improvement  in  industrial 
affairs  ? 

The  dealers  charge  that  the  producers  induced  them  to  buy  fuel 
last  summer  in  anticipation  of  a  shortage  and  then  refused  to  protect 
prices  when  there  was  a  full  supply.  The  operators  raise  claims  in  exten¬ 
uation,  one  being  that  the  reaction  came  more  quickly  and  the  recov¬ 
ery  more  slowly  than  they  expected  and  consequently  caught  them  with 
unsold  coal  in  the  various  markets.  Probably  there  is  virtue  in  both  con¬ 
tentions.  Laying  aside  disputed  points,  it  is  well  to  recall  that  these  are 
things  of  yesterday.  The  contracting  will  be  a  thing  of  tomorrow.  There 
is  no  bridge  between  the  two  sides.  No  surplus  last  December  will  atone 
for  a  shortage  next  December. 

As  to  conditions — business  is  better  today  than  it  was  yesterday. 
It  is  vastly  better  now  than  in  December  and  the  general  improvement 
will  continue  to  show  itself.  What,  then,  will  be  the  virtue  in  growling 
over  the  disappointments  of  last  year  as  atoning  for  a  mistaken  policy 
concerning  next  year’s  business  action?  The  railroads  are  buying  now 
and  their  contracts  will  show  little  change  from  those  of  last  year.  The 
big  manufacturing  concerns  are  doing  the  same  thing.  What  are  the 
dealers  going  to  do — stand  aloof  disgruntled  or  come  down  to  hard  pan 
and  take  reasonable  precautions  against  the  appearance  of  normal  condi¬ 
tions  next  season?  The  latter  would  seem  to  be  the  saner  policy. 


Coal  Lands. 


The  government  officials  have  just  taken  several  im- 
Govermenl  on  portant  and  significant  stands  relative  to  coal  land 
ownership.  They  first  declare  that  these  lands  cannot 
be  owned  by  the  railroads  and  the  product  moved  over 
the  lines  which  own  the  mines.  They  have  suggested  that  the  government 
should  own  the  coal  mines  in  the  west  and  should  lease  this  property  to 
individuals.  These  things  sound  good  on  paper,  let’s  see  how  some  of  them 
work  in  practice. 


The  Union  Pacific  railroad  owns  some  coal  lands  in  the  west.  It  leases 
these  to  so-called  independent  operators  and  obtains  a  royalty.  These  lands 
are  so  situated  that  the  product  cannot  be  moved  to  the  natural  market  for 
that  coal,  by  way  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  but  by  a  competing  line.  It 
happens  that  this  competitor  owns  some  coal  land  located  upon  the  Union 
Pacific  line  and  leases  this  property  on  the  same  plan  as  does  the  Union 
Pacific.  Each  railroad  owns  coal  land ;  each  railroad  hauls  coal ;  but  neither 
hauls  its  own  coal  over  its  own  line  for  commercial  use  and  hence  there  is  no 
infraction  of  the  Hepburn  law  as  at  present  constructed.  Thus  the  law  is 
evaded. 

This  is  another  example  of  the  government’s  entering  into  some  of  the 
big  business  problems  of  the  hour.  In  Colorado  and  Wyoming  one  of  the 
coal  land  inspectors  employed  by  the  government  was  transferred  from  one 
point  to  another.  His  place  was  taken  by  another  inspector  who  wanted 
to  make  a  record  for  himself  and  he  turned  muckraker.  He  started  to  in¬ 
vestigate  conditions  under  which  public  lands  were  transferred ;  had  prominent 
men  indicted;  caused  the  yellow  journals  to  bark  fiercely;  and  then 
the  courts  decided  the  furor  was  not  based  upon  facts,  at  least  facts  sup¬ 
ported  by  concrete  evidence.  This  recent  decision  of  the  court  was  a 
humiliating  termination  of  a  big  sensation  but  has  a  point,  the  same  point 
as  in  the  coal  land  ownership  case. 

That  point  is  this :  The  government  of  the  United  States  is  not 
properly  constituted  to  take  up  big  business  problems  and  handle  them. 
As  it  is  constituted  today  it  cannot  compete  with  big  businesses  because  it 
has  not  the  proper  equipment.  The  sooner  we  realize  this  the  better  for 
all  concerned.  The  United  States  government  must  go  out  of  business 
and  get  into  law.  It  cannot  hope,  by  entering  business,  to  remedy  the  evils 
of  business  and  consequently  it  must  do  the  one  thing  which  it  can  do — 
provide  general  remedies  and  then  improve  the  courts  to  make  the  obtain¬ 
ing  of  justice  simple,  easy,  inexpensive  and  quick. 
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Railroad  Demurrage  in 

By  Edward  Menkin. 


Demurrage  charges  assesed  by  railroads  have 
long  been  subjects  of  contention  between  ship¬ 
pers  and  carriers.  Decisions  have  passed 
through  all  phases  of  the  subject,  the  last  stage 
having  been  reached  in  the  case  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Northwestern  railway  against  Schu¬ 
macher.  In  that  case  the  courts  gave  the  rail¬ 
roads  authority  to  assess  demurrage  for  delays 
.  to  equipment  because  the  consignees  refuse  to 
unload  the  commodity. 

Because  demurrage  has  come  to  be  such  an 
interesting  question  it  might  be  interesting  to 
sketch  its  origin  and  growth  as  shown  by  court 
records.  The  first  case,  that  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  Company  vs.  Basil  W.  Alex¬ 
ander  was  decided  by  the  Illinois  supreme 
court  in  April,  1858.  In  deciding  the  case 
Chief  Justice  Caton  said: 

“The  law  is  now  too  well  settled  to  bear 
discussion,  that  a  railroad  company  may  as¬ 
sume  the  double  character  of  carriers  and 
warehousemen.  That  their  duty  as  carriers  is 
ended  when  they  have  placed  the  goods  in  a 
safe  depot  of  their  own  or  any  other  safe 
warehouse.  That  their  depot  is  their  ware¬ 
house,  and  that  for  warehouse  services  they 
have  a  right  to  charge  a  reasonable  compensa¬ 
tion,  the  same  as  other  warehousemen.  The 
railroad  company  in  this  case,  after  their  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  goods  as  common  carrier  had 
ceased,  is  then  to  be  considered  and  treated 
the  same  as  other  warehousemen  would  be 
considered  and  treated  in  case  the  goods  had 
been  placed  in  another  warehouse.” 

In  the  case  of  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
way  Company  vs.  Jenkins  (103  Ill.  588,  on  page 
598),  the  court,  through  Mr.  Justice  Walker, 
says: 

“It  is  claimed  that  the  railway  company  had 
the  right  to  hold  the  property  until  its  charges 
for  demurrage  were  paid,  that  they  were  a 
lien  on  the  property  and  it  was  not  required 
to  make  delivery  until  they  were  paid.  The 
claim  is  based  on  rules  and  regulations  adopted 
and  published  by  the  company.  It  will  be  con¬ 
ceded  that  all  liens  are  created  by  law,  or  by 
contract  of  the  parties.  Where  the  law  gives 
no  lien  neither  party  can  create  it  without 
the  consent  or  agreement  of  the  other.  Noyes 
&  Messenger  were  therefore  not  bound  by  these 
rules  unless  they  assented  to  them  when  the 
contract  for  shipping  the  goods  was  entered 
into  by  the  parties,  and  such  a  contract  is  not 
claimed.  But  it  is  insisted  that  as  the  rules 
were  public  and  generally  understood,  it  must 
be  presumed  they  assented.  For  the  purpose 
of  creating  such  a  lien  on  property  the  law 
will  never  indulge  such  presumptions.  There 
is  evidence  or  agreement  that  neither  the  con¬ 
signor  or  consignee  ever  had  notice  or  knew 
of  such  regulations.  But  even  if  they  had, 
unless  they  agreed  to  be  bound  by  them  the 
rule  could  create  no  such  lien. 

“The  right  to  demurrage,  if  it  exists  as  a 
legal  right,  is  confined  to  the  maritime  law, 
and  only  exists  as  to  carriers  by  sea-going 
vessels.  But  it  is  believed  to  exist  alone  by 
force  of  contract.  All  such  contracts  of  af¬ 
freightment  contain  an  agreement  for  demur¬ 
rage  in  case  of  delay  beyond  the  period  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  agreement,  or  the  custom  of  the 
.port  allowed  the  consignee  to  receive  and  re¬ 
move  the  goods,  but  the  mode  of  doing  busi¬ 
ness  by  the  two  kinds  of  carriers  is  essentially 
different.  Railroad  companies  have  warehouses 
in  which  to  store  freights.  Owners  of  vessels 
have  none.  Railroads  discharge  cargoes  car¬ 
ried  by  them.  Carriers  by  ship  do  not,  but  it 
is  done  by-  the  consignee.  The  masters  of 
vessels  provide  in  the  contract  for  demurrage, 
while  railroads  do  not,  and  it  is  seen  these 
essential  differences  are,  under  the  rules  of  the 
maritime  law,  wholly  inapplicable  to  railroad 
carriers.” 

Similar  decisions  were  made  by  the  courts, 
in  various  cases,  at  divers  times.  As  it  will 
appear  all  of  the  cases  in  this  state  decided  by 
the  supreme  and  appellate  courts  were  to  the 


effect  that  the  railroad  companies  could  not 
hold  the  property  of  the  shipper  for  the 

charges  of  demurrage.  The  courts  holding 
that  demurrage  was  not  a  lien  and  that  the 
Illinois  Car  Service  Association  rules  were 
of  no  force  to  shippers,  until  the  case  of 
Schumacher  vs.  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
way  Company  decided  in  February,  1904,  and 
reported  in  207  Ill.  199,  the  facts  in  that  case 
were  these: 

Bowen  W.  Schumacher,  a  resident  of  High¬ 
land  Park,  in  June,  1902,  purchased  and 

caused  to  be  shipped  to  himself,  over  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  road,  two  cars  of 
coke.  They  arrived  on  June  20,  at  7  o’clock 

in  the  morning  and  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  same  day 

the  railroad  station  agent  mailed  to  Schu¬ 
macher  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the  cars. 
Schumacher  is  a  practicing  lawyer.  On  the 
same  morning  of  the  arrival  of  the  cars  and 
shortly  after  the  mailing  of  the  first  notice, 
the  railroad  agent  saw  Schumacher  personally 
and  informed  him  that  said  cars  had  arrived. 
On  June  21  the  agent  again  notified  him  by 
postal  card  and  across  the  face  of  the  postal 
card  was  stamped  the  following: 

“If  this  car  is  not  unloaded  within  forty- 
eight  hours  from  7  a.  m.,  June  21,  1902,  a 
charge  of  one  dollar  per  day,  or  fraction 
thereof,  will  be  made  for  car  service,  for  which 
this  company  reserves  a  lien  upon  the  contents 
of  car.” 

The  two  cars  in  question  came  from  and 
belonged  to  other  railroad  lines,  one  being 
from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  the  other 
from  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company. 
The  railroad  set  up  that  it  had  no  warehouse 
for  the  unloading  of  bulk  freight  at  Highland 
Park  station  and  that  such  freight  is  uniformly 
loaded  and  unloaded  by  the  shipper  and  con¬ 
signee.  The  evidence  showed  that  in  what  is 
called  “Chicago  territory,”  including  Highland 
Park,  was  an  association  called  the  “Chicago 
Car  Service  Association,”  including  all  the 
railroads  within  that  territory.  All  of  these 
united  in  the  selection  of  a  single  agent,  known 
as  the  “Car  Service  Association  Agent,”  the 
purpose  and  business  of  which  association 
were  to  facilitate  the  -loading  and  unloading 
of  cars.  It  was  shown  that  the  United  States 
is  divided  into  forty-two  districts,  each  having 
a  similar  association;  that  certain  rulqs  de¬ 
signed  to  effectuate  the  purpose  of  such  asso¬ 
ciation  were  formulated  and  published  by  it; 
that  among  the  rules  were  rules  2,  4  and  5,  as 
follows : 

“2.  Forty-eight  hours  free  time  will  be  al¬ 
lowed  for  loading  or  unloading  all  cars, 
whether  on  public  tracks  or  on  private  tracks, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  a  charge  of 
one  dollar  per  car  per  day,  or  fraction  thereof, 
shall  be  made  and  collected  for  the  use  of 
cars  and  tracks  held  for  loading  or  unloading 
or  subject  to  the  orders  of  consignors  or  their 
agents. 

“4.  In  calculating  time,  Sundays  and  the 
following  holidays  are  excepted:  New  Year’s 
Day,  Washington’s  Birthday,  Decoration  Day, 
Fourth  of  July,  Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving- 
Day  and  Christmas. 

“5.  On  cars  arriving  after  6  p.  m.  of  any 
day,  car  service  will  be  charged  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  forty-eight  hours  from  6  p.  m.  on 
the  day  following.” 

The  evidence  showed  that  in  the  city  of 
Chicago  alone  there  were  shipped  in,  approxi¬ 
mately,  75,000  cars  of  coal  and  coke  every 
month;  that  the  average  earning  capacity  of 
freight  cars  upon  twenty-nine  railroads  in 
the  association,  for  the  year  1901,  was  $2.42, 
and  on  the  Northwestern  road  $2.15  per  day. 
Under  the  above  state  of  facts  the  Northwest¬ 
ern  contended  that  it  was  entitled  to  charge 
a  car  service  for  car  track  service  of  one  dol¬ 
lar  per  day.  The  opinion  of  the  court  was 
delivered  through  Mr.  Justice  Ricks,  who  says: 

“Under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
state  railroads  are  public  highways  and  rail¬ 


17 


Illinois. 


road  corporations  are  quasi  public  corpora¬ 
tions.  They  are  chartered  by  the  state  and 
may  invoke  the  right  of  eminent  domain  for 
the  acquirement  of  lands  necessary  for  the 
conduct  of  their  business.  Regarding  them  as 
public  agencies,  discharging  duties  in  which 
the  public  is  interested,  the  state  regulates  and 
controls  their  rates  and  tolls,  both  for  the 
carrying  of  freight  and  passengers,  and  in 
many  other  respects  regulates  and  controls 
their  operation.  Upon  the  payment  or  tender 
of  the  legal  tolls,  freight  or  fare,  such  com 
panies  are  required  to  .furnish  cars  and  trans- 
port  freight  and  passengers  within  a  reason¬ 
able  time,  and  upon  their  failure  to  do  so  they 
are  subject  to  treble  damages  to  the  party 
't&S'dcved,  and  in  addition  thereto  a  penalty 
or  forfeiture  to  the  school  fund  of  the  state 
(Hurd’s  Stat.  1899.  Chap.  114,  pars.  84,  85.) 
They  must  receive  and  transport  cars  loaded 
and  unloaded  over  their  lines  and  in  doing  so 
assume  the  liability  of  a  common  carrier  as  to 
both  such  cars  and  freight.  (Peoria  &  Pekin 
Union  Railway  Company  v.  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  101  Ill.  135.) 
They  may  not  discriminate  against  shippers  in 
iates  or  facilities  for  shipping,  and  are  required 
to  make  special  provision  for  the  handling  and 
shipping  of  grain. 

“All  of  these  regulations  by  the  state  are 
justified  and  sustained  upon  the  ground  that 
the  state  is  interested  in  the  prompt  and  proper 
carnage  of  its  products  and  the  commerce  of 
its  people,  and  it  would  seem  that  reasonable 
rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  such  corpor¬ 
ations,  conducive  to  the  proper  discharge  of 
the  public  duty,  should,  where  they  are  not  in 
violation  of  some  positive  law,  be  sustained. 
Railroads,  as  to  freights  committed  to  their 
charge,  during  the  period  of  transport  and  un¬ 
til  they  are  delivered,  bear  two  well  recog¬ 
nized  relations.  While  in  transit  and  for  a 
reasonable  time  after  reaching  the  point  of 
destination,  they  owe  the  duties  and  bear  the 
relation  of  common  carriers;  and  when  the 
car  containing  the  freight  is  delivered  to  the 
consignee  upon  his  own  track  or  at  the  place 
selected  by  him  for  unloading,  if  he  have  one, 
or  to  the  consignee  upon  the  company’s  usual 
and  customary  track  for  the  discharge  of 
freight,  with  reasonable  and  proper  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  the  consignee  to  take  the  same,  or 
when  placed  in  the  warehouse  of  such  com¬ 
pany  or  the  warehouse  of  another  selected  by 
them,  in  any  and  all  such  cases  such  com¬ 
panies  then  bear  to  such  freight  the  relation 
of  warehousemen. 

“If  the  cars,  in  which  such  freight  is  ship¬ 
ped,  are  the  property  of  another  railroad  than 
that  of  the  company  transporting  the  same  to 
the  point  of  destination,  such  latter  company 
bears  the  same  relation  to  such  cars  as  to  the 
freight  therein.  Such  are  the  duties  of  such 
companies  appertaining  to  bulk  freight  in  car 
load  lots,  which,  it  may  be  said,  by  the  uniform 
rule  and  custom  of  this  country,  are  to  be 
loaded  and  unloaded  by  the  shipper  and  con¬ 
signee. 

“It  is  the  duty  of  the  consignee  to  take 
notice  of  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  freight 
shipped  to  him  and  to  be  present  and  receive 
the  same  upon  arrival,  and  he  is  not  entitled 
to  notice  from  the  company  that  the  same 
has  arrived,  but  the  company  is  authorized  to 
store  such  freight  and  to  be  relieved  of  its 
duty  as  a  common  carrier  and  when  such 
freight  is  in  the  warehouse  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany  may  charge  storage  upon  the  same,  and 
it  has  a  lien  upon  the  freight  so  stored  for  its 
storage  charges,  and  this  rule  obtains  although 
the  company  may  have  given  the  consignee 
notice  to  remove  the  property  within  twenty- 
four  hours. 

“When  a  railroad  company  delivering  freight 
at  its  point  of  destination  has  no  warehouse 
at  that  point  suitable  for  the  storage  of  bulk 

(Concluded  on  page  25.) 
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General  Review. 


Business  Resumption  Is  Slow  and  the 
Coal  Trade  Is  Lacking  in 
Impetus. 


Reports  appear  here  and  there  of  an  im¬ 
provement  in  business  conditions  but  the  de¬ 
pendence  of  the  coal  operators  upon  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  mines  for  an  improvement  in 
values  hardly  warrants  the  assumption  that  the 
reports  as  to  business  resumption  are  other 
than  for  sentimental  effect.  Moreover,  oper¬ 
ators  are  so  prone  to  discount  any  revival  in 
business  by  increasing  the  output  the  market 
values  will  not  be  improved  without  a  tem¬ 
porary  suspension  of  the  mines. 

As  to  the  possibility  of  a  shut-down;  the 
miners  having  voted  to  treat  with  the  opera¬ 
tors  as  a  whole  or  not  at  all,  are  to  assemble 
at  Indianapolis  on  March  12  to  rescind  this 
action.  The  retiring  and  incoming  executives 
of  the  union  are  quarreling  over  the  right  to 
revive  the  inter  state  agreement,  each  strug¬ 
gling  for  the  prestige  which  might  arise  from 
such  a  development.  These  things  make  for 
a  delay  on  the  miners’  side.  Ohio  and  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  operators  admit  frankly  that 
they  prefer  a  suspension.  Indiana  favors  re¬ 
suming  work  at  once.  Illinois  is  not  antago¬ 
nistic  to  a  suspension  but  would  prefer  to 
work  if  idleness  were  to  entail  any  advantage 
to  the  eastern  operators  in  the  northwestern 
markets.  A  settlement  of  all  differences  and 
the  reaching  of  agreements  on  questions  of 
policy  would  probably  make  for  a  delay  at 
least  for  three  weeks. 

The  influence  of  a  suspension  upon  prices 
must  depend  in  part  upon  business  develop¬ 
ments'  meanwhile.  General  trade  is  recovering 
slowly  but  has  yet  to  encounter  the  blight  of 
the  national  conventions  in  June,  the  making 
of  national  platforms  and  the  subsequent  presi 
dential  campaign.  In  anticipation  of  a  fur¬ 
ther  set-back  in  general  business  on  political 
account  the  manufacturers  are  not  overanxious 
to  resume  great  activity.  Consequently  they 
are  indifferent  to  any  strike  probability.  This 
naturally  robs  the  labor  situation  of  much  of- 
its  beneficial  influence  upon  the  coal  values. 
The  benefit  so  far  is  only  such  as  would  ar¬ 
rive  naturally  from  the  removal  of  surplus 
coal  from  the  spot  market. 

The  production  of  anthracite  for  February 
will  show  a  marked  falling  off  as  compared 
with  last  year.  Operations  are  now  running 
about  three  days  on  the  average  and  in  the 
future  may  adopt  the  policy  of  running  alter¬ 
nate  weeks  only.  The  domestic  demand  for 
coal  has  flattened  out  on  two  accounts.  The 
weather  does  not  require  heavy  coal  consump¬ 
tion  and  the  buyers  are  now  waiting  the  April 
reduction,  the  advantage  of  which  they  expect 
to  obtain  late  in  March  from  the  smaller  op¬ 
erators. 

Pittsburgh  stands  alone  in  that  it  is  increas¬ 
ing  production.  It  assumes  to  believe  that 
business  in  general  is  reviving  but  in  reality 
it  is  turning  out  additional  coal,  knowing  that 
this  can  be  shipped  via  the  lakes  to  the  north¬ 
west  even  though  the  home  demand  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  strike  does  not  require  it.  The 
Pittsburgh  trade  to  the  south  seems  prosper¬ 
ous  but  the  coal  now  shipped  in  that  direction 
will  have  to  be  subtracted  from  the  next  sum¬ 
mer's  movement,  hence  present  activities  is  merely 
anticipating  the  latter  need. 

Most  of  the  ether  mines  are  closed  down  or 
are  running  only  part  of  the  time.  Kentucky 
is  dependent  for  a  market  upon  the  railroads. 
Indiana  and  Illinois  are  hoping  for  a  suspen¬ 
sion  of  mining  to  help  reinflate  the  flattened 
out  values.  Kansas  and  Colorado  are  looking- 
for  storage  buying  but  are  not  encouraged  be¬ 
cause  the  largest  consumers  have  a  supply  on 
hand  sufficient  for  two  months.  In  looking 
to  the  future  it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  that 
these  mines  are  eager  to  resume  production 
on  the  development  of  the  least  favorable 
news  and  consequently  it  would  not  take  much 
to  start  such  a  flood  of  coal  to  market  as 
would  swamp  it  and  crush  prices.  No  general 
improvement  in  coal  values  can  ppssibly  be 


seen  until  business  generally  resumes  its  nor¬ 
mal  stride  and  takes  up  the  surplus  car  supply. 
The  strike  of  the  miners  is  likely  to  be  of 
temporary  benefit  only. 

In  all  markets  the  demand  for  screenings 
is  better.  This  indicates  a  scant  supply  be¬ 
cause  of  small  lump  production;  a  tendency  of 
buyers  to  take  the  cheapest  possible  coal;  and 
the  growing  shift  to  fine  coal  with  a  more 
general  adoption  of  mechanical  stoking  devices. 


Chicago  Market. 

Some  Curiosity  Is  Shown  Over  'Possible 
Mine  Suspensions,  but  Buying 
Is  Light. 


Although  the  retailers  and  consumers  are 
reasonably  sure  that  there  is  going  to  be  a 
suspension  of  mine  activity  for  part  of  April 
at  least,  no  marked  uneasiness  is  felt  regarding 
the  supply  of  coal  during  the  shut  down. 

The  week  has  seen  a  little  inquiry,  but  aside 
from  disclosing  curiosity  it  has  meant  little  to 
the  producers  of  coal,  as  only  a  small  per¬ 
centage  of  inquiries  have  been  turned  into 
actual  orders.  The  railroads  are  beginning  to 
take  a  little  coal  in  anticipation  of  a  shut  down, 
but  their  needs  are  very  readily  supplied  by  a 
shift  from  the  minimum  to  the  maximum  con¬ 
tract  requirements.  The  factories  have  been 
indifferent  because  they  are  not  much  con¬ 
cerned  whether  their  plants  are  compelled  to 
close  down  or  not. 

In  a  good  many  different  quarters  there  is  an 
inquiry  for  screenings.  Efforts  to  place  mine- 
run  to  fill  these  orders,  since  screenings  are 
scarce,  have  proved  unavailing.  The  western 
screenings  are  high  in  sulphur  and  will  not 
stock  without  burning  and,  in’  consequence,  it 
is  hardly  believed  that  consumers  intend  to 
attempt  to  store  these.  Since  this  demand 
comes  mainly  from  the  factories,  it  may  indi¬ 
cate  a  tendency  toward  livelier  business. 

The  last  report  showed  that  the  railroads 
have  something  like  350,000  cars  lying  idle. 
Since  empty  cars  draw  the  per  diem  charge 
the  same  as  loaded  cars,  it  is  natural  to  as¬ 
sume  that  the  foreign  lines  are  not  retaining 
these  cars,  and  consequently  all  of  them  are 
stored  upon  the  home  rails.  There  has  not 
been,  recently,  any  free  'interchange  of  equip¬ 
ment.  Any  increased  demand  for  coal  will 
cause  some  of  these  idle  cars  to  be  loaded  and 
started  out.  If  they  have  any  distance  at  all 
to  go  they  will  not  be  returned  to  the  mines 
before  the  1st  of  April.  This  promises  to  cause 
a  peculiarly  tight  car  situation  before  the  1st 
of  April. 

The  anthracite  trade  is  peculiarly  quiet. 
Most  dealers  are  pretty  well  stocked  and,  in 
addition,  the  1st  of  April  is  approaching  with 
the  usual  fifty  cents  reduction  in  price.  Some 
of  the  so-called  independent  operators  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  anticipating  the  April  re¬ 
duction  by  making  concessions  in  the  price 
about  the  25th  of  March.  These  things  make 
for  a  quiet  anthracite  market.  Egg  and  stove 
sizes  are  superabundant,  but  the  nut  is  scarce. 

Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  producers  received  in¬ 
quiries  in  increasing  number  within  the  week, 
some  of  these  having  led  to  small  orders  for 
stocking  purposes.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  Chunks,  $2.50  to  $2.75;  nut,  $2.40  to 

$2.65;  1%-inch  steam  lump,  $2.35  to  $2.65;  do¬ 
mestic  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65. 

Third  vein  coal  is  holding  just  about  steady 
with  a  slightly  better  tone  to  the  market  on 
account  of  anticipation  of  a  suspension  of  the 
mines.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine- 
run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15; 
washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings,  $1.60. 

DuQuoin  coal  is  a  shade  stronger  as  to  tone, 
but  prices  have  not  been  influenced.  There 
is  a  little  buying  here  and  there  for  storage 
purposes,  but  this  is  doing  little  more  than 
taking  up  the  surplus  coal.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.70;  2-inch  egg  or  lump, 
$1.90  to  $2.00;  No.  1  nut,  $1.85;  screenings, 
$1.30  to  $1.35. 


Springfield  screenings  are  scarce  and 
stronger,  moving  up  about  ten  cents  a  ton. 
Mine-run  is  just  barely  holding  its  own.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.70  to 
$1.75;  screenings,  $1.35  to  $1.40;  nut,  $2.00;  egg 
or  lump,  $2.25;  lj/j-inch  lump,  $1.90. 

Lincoln  coal  shows  a  little  stronger  tone 
because  some  of  the  dealers  are  inclined  to  get 
in  a  little  coal  to  replenish  stocks.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.25;  egg,  $2.50; 
mine-run,  $1.75;  screenings,  $1.35;  nut,  $2.00; 
lRj-inch  lump,  $2.00. 

Carterville  coal  is  stronger  as  to  screenings 
hut  easier  as  to  lump.  Some  rather  low  prices 
have  been  quoted  on  the  latter  but  the  mini¬ 
mum  now  is  about  $1.10  at  the  mine.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  for  Chicago  delivery: 
Mine-run,  90  cents;  1  Rj-inch  screenings,  55 
cents;  lump  or  egg,  $1.10  to  $1.20. 

Clinton  screenings  were  advanced  ten  cents 
a  ton  within  the  week  and  mine-run  was 
marked  up  just  a  little.  Buying  now  is  steady 
and  appearances  are  for  a  better  demand  a  lit¬ 
tle  later  with  the  producers  inclined  to  antici¬ 
pate  a  rise  in  the  market.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Screenings,  $1.50;  mine-run,  $1.80; 
4-inch  domestic  lump,  $2.40;  steam  lump,  $2.05. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  is  showing 
up  well,  even  though  the  production  has  been 
increased  lately.  There  is  a  good  demand 
especially  for  steam  lump.  At  times  the  coal 
gets  bunched  on  the  market  and  is  up  to  car 
service  and  has  to  be  sacrificed.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks  or  egg,  $2.30  to 
$2.50;  steam  lump,  $2.15  to  $2.40. 

Brazil  block  is  decidedly  variable,  due  to  a 
moderate  demand  and  continued  heavy  produc¬ 
tion.  The  prices  range  in  Chicago  from  $2.70 
to  $2.90  delivered. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Buyers  of  Hocking  are  becoming  convinced 
that  the  eastern  operators  ,do  not  desire  to 
open  up  the  mines  on  the  1st  of  April  and 
consequently  are  beginning  to  get  a  little  nerv¬ 
ous  concerning  their  supply.  Dealers  appear 
to  be  more  anxious  to  buy  coal  than  ‘do  the 
steam  plants  and  consequently  they  are  in¬ 
creasing  their  orders  slightly.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago:  Standard  Hocking,  $3.15;  Jack- 
son  Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8,  $4-inch  lump, 
$2.65  to  $2.75. 

Kanawha  coal  consumers  do  not  seem  to  be 
much  worried  over  obtaining  any  quantity  they 
might  desire,  even  though  the  union  mines 
are  closed  down  after  the  1st  of  April.  West 
Virginia  miners  are  not  unionized  and  be¬ 
sides  the  mines  are  running  today  light,  so  that 
if  the  market  should  change  to  favor  an  in¬ 
creased  output  the  demand  could  be  supplied 
in  short  order.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for 
standard  splint,  $3.25. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  only  just  about  steady, 
the  supply  being  equal  to  the  demand.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three-quarter-inch 
gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  3^-inch  steam,  $3.05  to 
$3.15;  lJ4-inch  lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

Smokeless  mine-run  coal  has  been  shaded 
within  the  week  and  the  market  is  now  down 
at  least  twenty-five  cents  below  circular.  Many 
of  the  larger  companies  refuse  to  sell  at  that 
price,  but  some  producers  of  good  coal  have 
made  this  figure.  Some  off  grade  coals  are  still 
being  quoted  as  low  as  $1.10  at  the  mines.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  nine-run,  $3.10  to  $3.50;  egg  or  lump, 
$4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  producers  have  received  a 
few  inquiries  for  small  contracts  for  delivery 
during  the  next  two  months.  These  have  not 
developed  into  orders.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  Three-quarter-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25; 
54-inch  steam,  $3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

The  coke  market  is  on  a  gradual  but  sure 
decline,  due  to  the  pressure  of  slow  buying. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $5.25; 
Wise  county,  $5.00;  West  Virginia,  $5.00;  48- 
hour,  $4.25;  by-product  foundry,  $5.00;  by¬ 
product  domestic,  $4.75;  gas  house,  $4.50. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Mines  Are  Resuming  Activity  to  Meet 
Demands  of  the  Lake 
Boats. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  March  4. 

The  local  bituminous  situation  continued  to 
show  considerable  improvement  last  week,  and 
the  output  of  the  mines  in  this  district  showed 
a  considerable  increase,  while  many  new  mines 
were  again  put  in  operation  after  having  been 
closed  down  for  several  months.  In  this  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity  it  has  been  estimated  that  at  least 
1,000  additional  miners  have  resumed  work,  and 
the  indications  are  that  a  large  number  more 
will  be  put  on  this  week. 

Shipments  to  the  lakes  have  been  resumed  on 
a  more  extended  scale,  and  several  mines  are 
now  running  on  orders  for  shipment  to  this  part 
of  the  country  alone.  While  the  lake  shipping 
season  has  not  fully  opened  by  any  means,  it 
will  be  but  the  question  of  a  few  weeks  until 
the  lake  carriers  are  transporting  their  full  quota 
of  coal  to  the  northwest. 

The  high  stage  in  the  local  rivers  again  this 
week  afforded  another  excellent  opportunity  to 
ship  considerable  quantities  of  coal  to  the  south, 
and  it  was  taken  advantage  of  by  practically  all 
of  the  local  river  shipping  interests.  Several 
million  bushels  have  been  sent  out,  while  a  num¬ 
ber  of  large  tows  of  empties  were  brought  into 
the  Pittsburgh  pools.  The  shipping  stage  is 
expected  to  last  all  week,  and  by  that  time  the 
local  harbor  will  be  practically  cleared  of  coal. 
Prices  remain  practically  the  same,  although 
there  are  a  few  differences  quoted  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  shippers. 

The  coke  situation  remains  in  an  unsatisfactory 
state,  and  during  the  week,  a  further  falling  off 
in  prices  has  been  noted.  In  the  absence  of  stan¬ 
dard  quotations,  it  is  considered  unsafe  to  quote 
any  specific  prices  for  either  furnace  or  foun¬ 
dry  coke. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

F.  S.  Whittaker,  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  a 
well-known  coal  operator,  visited  Pittsburgh  on 
business  last  week,  registering  at  the  Hotel 
Henry. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  started  the  big 
Ellsworth  mine  at  Sutersville,  Pa.,  last  week  on 
full  turn,  and  this  plant  will  continue  to  run 
steadily  on  contract  shipments  alone. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  ordered  about 
300  miners  back  to  work  at  the  mine  near  West 
Newton,  Pa.,  last  week,  and  it  is  expected  that 
at  an  early  date  the  mine  will  again  be  in  full 
operation. 

James  E.  Roderick,  of  Harrisbung,  Pa.,  chief 
of  the  state  bureau  of  mines,  is  in  Pittsburgh  thi.s 
week  attending  the  sessions  of  the  committee 
which  was  appointed  by  Governor  Stuart  to  re¬ 
vise  the  mining  laws. 

Harvey  Schrock,  Berlin,  Somerset  county,  Pa., 
is  opening  a  coal  mine  along  the  Stoyestown 
road  a  short  distance  east  of  that  town.  He  is 
installing  the  most  modern  equipment  in  the 
mine,  and  expects  to  be  shipping  coal  within  the 
next  six  weeks  or  two  months. 

The  Blaine  Coal  Company  has  erected  a  large 
steel  bridge  over  the  Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie 
tracks  at  their  tipple  at  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  and  is 
making  a  number  of  important  changes  and  im¬ 
provements  at  the  tipple.  The  mine  has  been 
closed  down  until  the  improvements  are  com¬ 
pleted. 

The  fire  which  has  been  smouldering  in  the 
Schoenberger  mine  at  Monongahela  City,  Pa., 
has  broken  out  again,  and  the  miners  are  tun¬ 
neling  around  the  fire  to  prevent  its  spread  to 
additional  entries.  The  portion  of  the  mine  that 
is  on  fire  has  been  bratticed  off  with  cement  and 
mud. 

D.  R.  Wynn,  of  Phillipsburg,  Pa.,  a  well-known 
coal  operator  of  that  part  of  the  state,  spent  sev¬ 
eral  days  in  Pittsburgh  this  week.  He  was  reg¬ 
istered  at  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel,  and  was  here  to 
attend  the  business  of  importance  relating  to  his 
coal  holdings  and  operations. 

Robert  Ramsey,  who  has  been  the  superintend¬ 
ent,  for  a  number  of  years,  at  the  Morewood 


plant  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company,  has 
been  transferred  to  a  similar  position  at  the 
Buckeye  plant  of  the  same  company.  He  has 
been  succeeded  at  the  Morewood  plant  by  James 
A.  Cowan. 

The  tonnage  reports  of  the  coal  passing  the  Davis 
Island  Dam  below  Pittsburgh  show  that  during 
the  month  of  February,  269,0(50  tons  of  coal  were 
shipped  down  stream.  This  compares  favorably 
with  the  same  month  in  other  years,  as  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  month  the  river  was  not  at  a 
shipping  stage. 

Harry  Brown,  of  Pitsburgh,  has  started  work 
on  a  new  coking  plant  that  will  be  placed  in 
operation  as  soon  as  completed.  It  is  located 
above  Bridgeport,  Pa.  There  is  an  excellent  vein 
of  coking  coal  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  100 
ovens  will  be  built  at  the  beginning,  this  num¬ 
ber  to  be  increased  later  as  the  tract  is  developed. 

The  Equitable  mine  of  the  Pittsbugh  Coal 
Company,  located  at  Webster,  Pa.,  resumed  last 
week,  giving  about  200  men  employment.  The 
mine,  while  not  in  full  operation  at  the  present 
time,  soon  will  be,  as  the  company  has  arranged 
for  the  shipment  of  the  full  production  to  the 
lake  regions  to  fill  large  contracts  received  from 
the  northwest. 

William  Goodfellow,  formerly  located  at  West 
Newton,  Pa.,  at  the  mine  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  has  been  promoted  to  the  superin¬ 
tendency  of  the  immense  coal  and  coking  plant 
of  the  same  company  at  Smock,  Fayette  County, 
Pa.  Recently,  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
Equitable  mine,  also  owned  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company. 

The  annual  report  of  Inspector  Chauncey  F. 
Black  of  the  Second  Bituminous  District  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  shows  that  this  district,  with  a  total  of 
fifty-seven  mines,  produced  during  1907  a  total 
of  7,825,659  tons  of  coal,  of  which  3,431,299  tons 
were  manufactured  into  coke  in  5,451  ovens. 
There  were  10,957  employees  working  in  these 
mines,  in  which  there  wer  forty-two  fatal  and 
seventy-four  non-fatal  accidents. 

Eastern  capitalists  have  agents  this  week  in 
the  vicinity  of  West  Newton,  Pa.,  taking  options 
on  coal  land  in  Sewickley  township.  There  is. 
a  four-foot  vein  of  coal  underlying  this  tract, 
and  which  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania.  The  options  are  being  taken 
on  the  basis  of  $65  per  acre,  which  is  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  $25  per  acre  over  the  former  prices 
asked  for  the  same  vein  in  that  vicinity. 

The  Dorsey  Coal  Company  has  been  promoted 
and  organized  by  a  party  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
capitalists,  and  will  operate  extensive  coal  prop¬ 
erties  and  holding  near  Moundsville,  in  Mar¬ 
shall  county,  W.  Va.  The  new  company  has  an 
authorized  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  which  will 
later  be  increased.  The  incorporators  of  the  con¬ 
cern  are  J.  C.  McKinley,  Nelson  C.  Hubbard, 
H.  B.  Lockwood,  B.  E.  Burt,  and  L.  H.  Brown,  all 
of  Wheeling. 

Josiah  T.  Evans,  for  many  years  state  mine 
inspector  for  the  Sixth  Bituminous  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  headquarters  at  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  has  resigned  this  position  on  account  of 
failing  health,  and  the  court  has  appointed  Daniel 
Blower,  of  Irwin,  Pa.,  as  his  successor.  The 
resignation  is  provisionally  temporary,  as  is  the 
appointment,  as  Mr.  Evans  wished  to  take  an 
extended  vacation,  after  which  he  will  resume 
his  old  duties,  provided  his  health  shows  ma¬ 
terial  improvement. 

Fire  last  week  did  about  $12,000  damage  to 
the  buildings  at  the  entrance  to  the  Berryburg 
mine  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Company,  totally  de¬ 
stroying  the  blacksmith,  carpenter  and  machine 
shops.  The  mine  fire  fighting  force  was  organ¬ 
ized  at  once  by  Superintendent  W.  W.  Fergu¬ 
son,  and  protected  the  remainder  of  the  plant  by 
its  excellent  work.  It  was  feared  for  awhile  that 
both  the  tipple  and  power  house  would  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  but  neither  of  these  structures  suffered 
any  damage.  The  burned  buildings  will  be  re¬ 
placed  at  once,  and  the  operation  of  the  mine 
will  not  be  interfered  with  in  any  way. 

The  announcement  was  made  last  week  at  the 
West  Newton  mines  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  that  the  miners  would  be  permitted  to  use 
their  own  discretion  in  the  use  of  an  explosive 
in  breaking  down  coal.  The  miners  are  to  as¬ 
sume  all  responsibility,  however,  in  case  of  ac¬ 


cident  in  case  black  powder  is  used.  The  miners 
have  made  the  claim  that  the  use  of  nyalite,  the 
new  explosive  recommended,  reduces  their  earn¬ 
ings,  in  that  it  produces  more  slack,  brings  on 
headaches  and  in  other  ways  interferes  with 
their  earning  capacity.  There  is  no  trouble  an¬ 
ticipated  in  the  mines  at  West  Newton  however, 
as  they  are  absolutely  free  of  gas. 

Pittsbugh  coal  operators  and  the  local  railroads 
feel  that  they  have  won  a  decisive  victory  over 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company  in 
forcing  the  latter  company  to  withdraw  the  low 
coal  freight  rate  from  the  Fairmont  District  to 
Cleveland  and  other  markets.  Exceptional  in¬ 
ducements  have  been  offered  shippers  from  that 
district  in  the  way  of  rates,  and  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  for  the  Pittsburgh  district  operators  to  com¬ 
pete  in  business  to  many  sections.  As  a  result 
of  this  decision,  a  large  number  of  miners  in  the 
Pittsburgh  district  will  now  be  able  to  go  to  work, 
as  the  business  is  practically  sure  to  come  here, 
this  field  being  closer  to  Cleveland  than  the  West 
Virginia  Field. 

Last  week,  the  stockholders  of  the  Dunlap- 
Connellsville  Coke  Company,  which  is  erecting 
a  plant  at  Brownsville,  Pa.,  made  up  a  party  to 
visit  the  scene  of  the  operations.  They  made 
an  inspection  of  the  work  that  has  been  completed. 
The  company  has  a  tract  of  155  acres  and  excel¬ 
lent  progress  is  being  made  in  opening  the  field. 
The  tipple  foundations  and  the  beds  for  the  en¬ 
gines  and  boilers  have  been  about  completed,  and 
work  on  the  tipple  will  be  started  in  a  week  or 
so.  All  foundations  are  of  concrete.  The  grad¬ 
ing  for  the  ovens  is  also  about  finished,  and 
within  another  month,  the  company  expects  to 
have  sixty-five  ovens  completed  and  ready  to 
fire.  1  en  double  houses  for  the  working  force, 
a  home  for  the  superintendent,  general  store 
building,  shops,  etc.,  have  all  been  completed,  and 
are  ready  for  occupancy. 

1  lie  old  Port  Royal  mine  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  which  was  the  first  mine  in  this 
district  in  which  there  was  a  serious  disaster, 
and  which  for  years  has  been  a  menace  to  the 
surrounding  mines  of  the  same  company,  is  to  be 
emptied  of  the  water  that  has  filled  it  for  years. 
This  mine  adjoins  the  Darr  mine,  which  was  the 
scene  of  the  catastrophe  last  December.  Three 
ten-inch  holes  are  being  drilled  from  the  sur¬ 
face  to  the  interior  of  the  mine,  a  distance  of 
365  feet,  and  in  each  will  be  placed  a  six-inch 
discharge  pipe.  Each  of  these  discharge  pipes 
will  be  capable  of  discharging  2,000,000  gallons 
of  water  per  day  by  the  air  lift  process,  all  of 
which  will  be  emptied  into  the  Youghiogheny 
river.  When  the  drill  penetrated  the  old  work¬ 
ings,  the  pressure  of  the  gas  threw  the  water 
as  high  as  the  derrick. 


Railroad  Contracts. 


Railroad  purchasing  agents  are  beginning  to 
figure  on  coal  contracts  for  the  new  coal  year. 
Within  the  next  ten  days  or  two  weeks  a  num¬ 
ber  of  these  contracts  will  be  closed  and  the 
appearances  are  that  the  amount  of  railroad 
buying  this  year  will  not  be  appreciably  less 
than  last  year. 

This  indicates  very  clearly  that  the  trans¬ 
portation  companies  believe  they  are  going  to 
be  able  to  do  as  much  business  next  fall  and 
winter  as  they  expected  to  do  last  fall  and 
this  winter.  It  indicates  very  clearly  that  the 
transportation  companies  do  not  believe  that 
the  existing  period  of  depression  is  going  to 
last  beyond  a  reasonably  good  crop  and  the 
presidential  election.  At  least  the  transpor¬ 
tation  companies  are  buying  coal  as  if  they 
believed  that  business  resumption  is  immedi¬ 
ately  ahead.  It  had  been  reported  that  the 
transportation  companies  in  buying  coal  were 
going  to  ask  for  a  greate.r  spread  this  year 
between  minimum  and  maximum  contract  re¬ 
quirements.  The  minimums  and  Maximum's 
— especially  in  certain  territories — have  always 
been  rather  wide  apart  and  it  cannot  be  learned 
that  there  is  any  desire  to  make  a  radical  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  contracts  of  the  transportation 
companies. 

It  may  be  possible  that  the  transportation 
companies  will  not  buy  quite  so  much  coal 
this  year  for  storage  purposes  as  they  did  be¬ 
fore,  but  their  other  buying  will  be  on  about 
the  same  scale  as  last  year. 
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THE  BEACH  DIAMOND 


Cincinnati  Trade. 

Industrial  Concerns  Are  Not  Resuming 
Activity  and  the  Coal  Market 
Is  Flat. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  March  5. 

There  is  absolutely  no  improvement  in  this 
market  this  week.  The  weather,  while  it  has 
been  disagreeable,  has  not  been  cold,  and  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  coal  for  family  use  has  not  been 
great.  The  market,  therefore,  is  without  life  and 
tone,  and  plainly  shows  that  there  is  an  over¬ 
production  of  coal. 

There  is  no  disguising  the  fact  that  industrial 
conditions  are  not  improving  as  fast  as  most  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  daily  newspapers  are  trying  to  make 
each  other  believe  they  are.  Mills  and  factories 
are  not  running  with  a  full  quota  of  men.  In 
the  machine  tool  business,  in  which  Cincinnati 
leads  the  world,  there  is  absolute  stagnation. 
Many  of  the  largest  machine  tool  plants  have 
closed  down  completely,  and  many  of  them  have 
heavy  stocks  of  made-up  product  unsold  in  their 
warehouses.  The  brewing  and  whisky  interests 
are  very  dull  on  account  of  recent  adverse  leg¬ 
islation  and  threatened  legislation,  and  these  in¬ 
terests  are  a  great  factor  in  this  district.  Un¬ 
pleasant  as  it  may  seem,  many  well  informed  per¬ 
sons  are  predicting  that  business  conditions  will 
not  greatly  improve  until  after  the  presidential 
election.  There  are  thousands  of  men  out  of 
employment  in  this  city  at  this  time.  It  is  no 
wonder  the  coal  business  is  bad  here. 

Smokeless  is  perhaps  firmer  than  other  grades, 
though  the  demand  is  very  light  even  for  it.  The 
price  is  being  held  pretty  firmly  at  $2.00  a  ton 
for  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg. 
Smokeless  run-of-mine  is  in  very  light  demand 
at  $1.45  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Kanawha  splint 
lump  is  freely  quoted  at  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines 
for  the  ordinary  grades  and  sizes,  though  special 
grades  and  large  sizes  are  held  at  $1.50  and  $1.60 
a  ton  at  the  mines.  Splint  run-of-mine  is  par¬ 
ticularly  dull.  Great  effort  has  been  made  re¬ 
cently  to  place  run-of-mine  coal,  and  it  has 
forced  down  the  price  of  nut  and  slack.  Nut  and 
slack  has  been  pretty  firm  right  along  as  a  result 
of  the  scarcity  arising  from  the  small  production, 
but  very  few  consuming  concerns  will  say  prac¬ 
tically  as  much  for  nut  and  slack  as  for  run-of- 
mine,  and  that  is  about  the  way  things  were  here 
a  week  ago.  Now  nut  and  slack  is  quoted  at 
65  and  75  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and  run-of- 
mine  90  and  95  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines.  These 
figures  are  the  real  market.  Lower  prices  rep¬ 
resent  poor  qualities  or  forced  sales,  and  higher 
prices  are  for  unusual  conditions. 

The  river  is  still  open  for  navigation,  and  the 
boating  companies  are  forwarding  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  river  coal  to  the  southern  markets.  This 
market  is  of  no  consequence  at  this  time  of  year, 
as  it  can  easily  be  filled  up  later  in  the  season. 
No  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  amount 
of  river  coal  afloat  here  for  the  next  two  months. 
A  very  large  quantity  may  not  mean  that  the 
market  is  well  stocked,  for  the  very  next  day  it 
may  nearly  all  be  sent  south.  On  the  other  hand 
a  bare  market  does  frighten  any  one,  for  the  next 
shipment  may  all  be  stopped  here,  and  the  harbor 
can  be  filled  up  in  a  few  days.  River  lump  is 
firm  at  7  54  and  8  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges, 
which  nut  and  slack  is  worth  from  5]/2  to  6 
cents  a  bushel. 

Coke  is  picking  up  a  little,  though  it  is  not 
strong  by  any  means.  New  River  foundry  coke 
is  worth  $2.75  to  $3.00  a  ton  at  the  ovens,  while 
Connellsville  foundry  coke  is  quoted  at  $2.50. 
There  is  no  demand  for  furnace  coke. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  retail  price 
of  coal,  though  it  would  not  be  surprising  to  see 
lump  coal  reduced  before  long.  Lump  is  now 
selling  for  $3.75  a  ton  for  the  ordinary  grades. 
Anthracite  sells  for  $7.50. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Alexander  Cuninghame,  president  of  the  Luhrig 
Coal  Company,  spent  part  of  the  week  at  his 
company’s  mines  at  Luhrig,  Ohio,  and  at  Colum¬ 
bus. 


H.  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  of¬ 
fice  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  returned  a  day 
or  two  ago  from  a  trip  to  the  Pocahontas  dis¬ 
trict. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  Company,  is  back  home  after  an  ex¬ 
tended  trip  on  the  road  in  the  interests  of  his 
company. 

Lewis  G.  Lester,  a  retail  dealer  in  coal  and 
feed  at  Pleasant  Ridge,  a  suburb  of  this  place, 
has  failed,  with  liabilities  of  about  $6,000  and 
assets  of  about  $5,000. 

F.  B.  Raines,  formerly  manager  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  office  of  the  War  Eagle  Company,  is  out 
again  after  a  very  severe  illness.  He  is  rapidly 
regaining  his  former  strength. 

W.  F.  Manuel,  of  the  vessel  chartering  firm 
of  W.  F.  and  J.  F.  Manuel,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was 
here  this  week  looking  for  business  the  coming 
season.  Mr.  Manuel  has  many  friends  here. 

Hickman,  Williams  &  Company,  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  pig  iron  and  coke  concerns  in  the  country, 
has  moved  its  offices  from  the  Union  Trust  build¬ 
ing  to  the  First  National  Bank  building.  Frank 
Eaton  is  the  resident  partner,  and  moving  spirit 
of  the  concern. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  formerly  a  Cincinnati  boy, 
but  of  late  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  office  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
will,  upon  the  removal  of  William  Burlingham 
to  Richmond,  Vai,  take  charge  of  the  Cincinnati 
office  of  the  company. 

The  Robert  Field  Pig  Iron,  Steel  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  one  of  the  largest  commission  coke  com¬ 
panies  in  this  district,  went  into  the  hands  of  a 
receiver  on  Monday  of  this  week.  Oscar  Layne 
was  appointed  receiver  for  the  company,  whose 
debts  amount  to  about  $75,000. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  with 
headquarters  in  the  Mercantile  Library  building, 
will  soon  move  from  Cincinnati  to  Richmond,  Va., 
where  he  will  be  connected  with  the  Richmond 
office  of  the  company,  and  where  he  will  act  as 
an  assistant  to  M.  O.  Brooks. 

A.  H.  Moore,  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  War  Eagle  Coal  Company,  War  Eagle, 
W.  Va.,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor  the  latter  part 
of  last  week.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  young  man  of  great 
ability,  and  he  is  rapidly  proving  a  worthy  suc¬ 
cessor  to  his  late  distinguished  father  who  prac¬ 
tically  built  up  the  great  business  of  the  War 
Eagle  company.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  Mr.  Moore  making  Cincinnati  his 
headquarters  in  the  near  future. 


Cleveland  Trade. 


Possibility  of  a  Tie-up  of  the  Mines  Stiff 
ens  the  Prices — The  Kokoal 
Koruskation. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  March  5. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — The  coal  market  here  has  stiffened 
to  some  extent  this  week.  Shippers  are  taking 
a  more  optimistic  view  of  March,  at  least.  The 
feature  is  anticipation  of  a  shut-down  after  April 

1.  Several  firms  here  take  it  as  a  foregone  con¬ 
clusion  that  for  sixty  days  after  that  time  pro¬ 
duction  will  be  cut  off.  This  belief  results  in  an 
upward  tendency  to  prices.  It  is  accompanied  by 
more  activity  on  the  part  of  buyers. 

Prices  remain  the  same  in  practically  all  grades. 
There  are  no  contemplated  changes  at  present. 
Slack  is  stronger  and  the  demand  for  lump  shows 
improvement.  The  domestic  trade  has  a  better 
tone.  The  steam  trade  could  be  considerably  bet¬ 
tered  by  resumption  of  more  foundries  in  this 
district.  In  this  locality  industrial  resumption  has 
been  rather  backward  the  last  two  weeks  and  a 
little  under  expectations. 

It  is  anticipated  by  dealers  that  coal  interests 
will  ship  quite  extensively  this  month  to  lake 
ports,  banking  on  a  close-down  after  April,  and 
then  reconsign  the  shipments  to  lake  carriers. 
This  being  the  case,  considerable  interest  is  mani¬ 
fested  by  the  railroad  companies.  They  would  be 
willing  enough  to  bring  forward  the  equipment, 
having  more  than  enough  to  meet  any  such  re¬ 
quirements.  The  lake  lines  are  holding  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  cargoes.  It  is  believed  that  the  30-cent 
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rate  of  last  season  will  again  prevail.  It  is  ques¬ 
tionable,  however,  whether  any  rates  will  be  made 
for  some  time.  It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  that 
tlie  opening  of  navigation  will  be  late.  To  date 
carrying  charges  have  been  receiving  little  at¬ 
tention. 

Anthracite  stocks  are  getting  low.  Orders  are 
coming  in  quite  freely  for  April  delivery  with  the 
fifty  per  cent  discount  allowed  for  deliveries 
that  month. 


Kokoal  Koruskation. 

On  Friday  evening  of  this  week  the  Kokoal 
order  will  give  an  elaborate  koruskation  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Cleveland  Coal  Club,  Hollenden 
Hotel.  There  will  be  representation  from  To¬ 
ledo,  Buffalo,  Detroit,  Painesville,  Akron,  Can¬ 
ton,  Massillon,  Columbus,  and  other  nearby  cities. 
The  class  and  the  ritual  is  to  be  on  a  scale  not  be¬ 
fore  attempted  in  this  section.  Imperial  Modoc 
Charles  E.  Lester,  of  New  York  City,  will  be 
present.  Other  officers  and  speakers  for  the  oc¬ 
casion  include,  Imperial  Baron,  C.  M.  Anderson, 
of  Columbus,  Imperial  Pictor,  Arthur  M.  Hull, 
of  Chicago ;  Imperial  Acolyte,  W.  G.  Haskel,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  D.  L.  Tuttle,  western 
sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading. 

“Black  Art,  also  Art  Hull,  will  be  there,”  reads 
the  formal  announcement.  “Art  is  right  in  line. 
He’s  a  picture  to  behold.  And  Chet  will  be 
there,  ‘not  Chet  but  soon.’  Billy  Read  will  bring 
Tut  Del  in,  followed  by  Kiboom,  first  cousin  to 
Kibosh ;  Kiboom  and  Kibosh,  alias  Ryder  and 
Ainsworth,  assisted  by  Bob  Lake,  will  put  the 
Kibosh  on  everybody. 

“The  banquet  will  take  place  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the  koruskation.  Your  first  plunge  will 
cost  you  $8.28,  thereafter  only  eleven  dimes  and 
seven  cents  annually.  It  will  be  well  worth  your 
money  to  meet  our  celebrities  from  sister  states, 
not  to  speak  of  the  helpfulness  to  yourself  in 
seeking  to  build  up  and  help  others  in  a  worthy 
cause.” 

J.  S.  Van  Epps,  western  sales  agent  of  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson,  skout  for  Cleveland  district, 
is  in  charge  of  arrangements.  His  assistant  skouts 
are  O.  P.  Rank,  M.  A.  Hanna  Company;  Sol 
B.  Coolidge,  Glens  Run  Coal  Company;  James 
H.  Woods,  Pittsbugh  Coal  Company;  Fred  W. 
Braggins,  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Company. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Frank  M.  Osborne,  president  of  the  Youghio- 
gheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Company,  is  spending  a  few 
days  at  West  Baden,  Ind. 

The  county  prosecutor’s  office  announces  it 
will  at  once  begin  trial  of  retail  coal  dealers, 
held  for  court  a  year  ago,  under  alleged  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  Valentine  anti-trust  act  of  this  state. 
The  eleven  defendants  will  probably  be  tried  at 
the  same  time. 

Stamped  on  all  orders  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  is  the  following  notice,  which  is  probably 
the  latest  move  of  signficance  among  the  an¬ 
thracite  interests;  “if  the  Delaware  &  Hudson 
Company  at  any  time  decides  that,  on  account 
of  the  amendment  of  the  interstate  commerce 
act,  made  by  the  Hepburn  act  of  June  29,  1906, 
it  canont  legally  itself  transport  coal  mined  or 
owned  by  it,  it  may  then  withdraw  this  accept¬ 
ance  and  such  withdrawal  shall  of  itself  cancel 
any  obligation  for  shipment  of  coal  thereunder.” 

Before  Interstate  Commerce  Commissioner 
Prouty  a  hearing  has  just  been  concluded  here 
relative  to  the  rate  on  cannel  coal  from  Annan- 
dale,  Butler  county,  Pa.  The  Butts  Cannel  Coal 
Company  and  the  Goff-Kirby  Coal  Company  com¬ 
plained  that  cannel  should  be  carried  on  the  same 
basis  as  other  bituminous  coal.  The  complaint 
was  made  against  the  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie. 
F.  C.  Baird,  its  general  freight  agent,  said  a 
higher  rate  was  justifiable  on  the  ground  of 
lighter  car  weight  and  small  volume  of  cannel 
hauled  in  proportion  to  rest  of  trade.  It  was 
developed  that  the  Pennsylvania  makes  no  dis¬ 
tinction  on  cannel  and  classes  it  with  other 
bituminous. 
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Louisville  Market. 


Western  Kentucky  Operators  Are  Dealing 
With  Miners  and  a  Suspension 
Is  Likely. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  March  5. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  little  to  engage  the  atten¬ 
tion  of.  Kentucky  coal  men  this  month,  except 
the  negotiations  over  the  new  wage  agreement. 
The  joint  conference  of  operators  and  mine 
workers  for  District  19,  which  includes  the  West¬ 
ern  Kentucky  coal  field,  will  be  held  in  Louis¬ 
ville  on  March  14.  This  date  has  recently  been 
set  in  a  circular  from  I.  P.  Barnard,  of  the 
Western  Kentucky  Mine  Operators’  Association, 
and  President  W.  O.  Smith,  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  of  the  Western  District 
of  Kentucky.  The  delegates,  representing  the 
miners  and  operators,'  will  convene  in  separate 
meetings  on  the  14th  inst.  preliminary  to  a  joint 
conference. 

During  the  week  mines  in  both  the  eastern  Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee  field  and  in  western  Kentucky 
have  been  running  but  little  coal.  A  few  days 
of  bleak  weather  caused  a  flurry  of  orders  for 
lump  to  country  points,  but  at  present  springlike 
weather  has  caused  an  almost  complete  cessation 
of  retail  trade.  The  most  discouraging  feature 
of  the  present  situation  is  the  weakness  of  nut 
and  slack  and  steam  sizes,  which  it  had  been  ex¬ 
pected  would  gain  strength  on  account  of  the 
light  demand  for  lump. 

On  last  Monday,  the  Louisville  &  Nashville, 
which  had  entirely  discontinued  takine  coal  from 
contract  mines,  resumed  the  receiving  of  coal 
to  a  limited  extent.  The  Illinois  Central  has 
been  taking  coal  more  freely  and  is  not  so  heav¬ 
ily  overstocked.  The  Southern  Railway  is  un¬ 
derstood  to  take  sixty-five  cars  per  day  from 
the  Middlesboro  field. 

The  Kentucky  coal  trade,  and  in  fac^  the  en¬ 
tire  southern  coal  trade,  realize  that  conditions 
of  the  spring  and  summer  are  entirely  dependent 
on  the  results  of  negotiations  with  the  miners 
in  the  central  competitive  district,  and  it  is  the 
general  opinion  that  nothing  less  than  a  sixty- 
day  suspension,  which  seems  to  be  expected,  will 
have  any  marked  beneficial  effect  on  demand. 


Personal  Mention. 

A.  C.  Blowers,  president  of  the  Coalport  Coal 
Company,  spent  a  few  hours  in  the  city  this 
week. 

W.  D.  Reynolds,  of  the  Caney  Creek  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  at  Davisburg,  Ky.,  was  a  recent 
Louisville  visitor. 

Granville  T.  Rider,  of  the  Scanlon  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  paid  a  visit  to  the  mines  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  Pineville  within  the  past  week  and  has 
returned  to  the  city. 

Dr.  Fred  Reiss,  of  Louisville,  has  obtained 
rights  to  4,000  acres  of  coal  lands  near  Union- 
town,  Ky.,  which  was  formerly  the  W.  P.  D. 
Bush  Coal  &  Mining  Company’s  property.  This 
company  was  organized  by  John  Tevis,  of  Louis¬ 
ville.  It  is  understood  that  Dr.  Reiss  will  be  at 
the  head  of  the  re-organized  company  with  $300,- 
000  capital,  which  will  make  extensive  improve¬ 
ments. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  general  southern  agent  of  the 
Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Company  and  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Pocahontas  Company,  of  Cincinnati, 
was  in  Louisville  within  the  past  week  and  re¬ 
ports  that  he  is  unable  to  fill  orders  from  the 
northwest  for  his  cannel  coal.  Mr.  Morgan  ad¬ 
vises  that  he  is  not  oversupplied  with  orders  for 
smokeless. 

J.  W.  Bastian,  who  has  been  busily  engaged 
this  week  at  his  new  Nelson  Creek  operation 
near  Central  City,  Ky.,  passed  through  Louis¬ 
ville  on  his  way  to  Eastern  Kentucky,  where  he 
has  other  mining  interests.  Mr.  Bastian  will  ul¬ 
timately  have  one  of  the  largest  operations  in 
western  Kentucky.  The  coal  will  be  handled  in 
Louisville  and  adjacent  territory  by  the  Sneed 
&  Meguire  Coal  Company. 

Robert  Ralston,  it  is  reported,  will  soon  take 
entire  charge  of  the  management  of  the  Mingo 


Coal  &  Coke  Company,  succeeding  C.  M.  Wood¬ 
bury,  heretofore  president  of  the  company,  who 
will  retain  his  stock  interests,  however.  The 
company  promises,  as  soon  as  the  market  jus¬ 
tifies,  to  make  considerable  shipments  from  a 
new  mine  opening  in  a  seam  of  coal  overlying 
the  Mingo  seam,  which  is  said  to  be  of  unusually 
good  quality. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Operators  and  Dealers  to  Urge  Enactment 
of  Reciprocal  Demurrage— Textile 
Mills  Curtail  Output. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  March  5. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  meeting  of  the  coal  operators 
and  retailers  of  the  southwest  will  be  held  in 
Knoxville  on  April  14.  It  is  expected  that  it 
will  be  largely  attended.  The  coal  operators 
in  east  Tennessee,  southeastern  Kentucky  and 
southwestern  Virginia  will  practically  all  be  in 
attendance  and  the  leading  retailers  of  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  Georgia  and  parts  of  Alabama  will  be  in 
the  meeting. 

It  is  a  co-operative  organization  as  between  the 
retail  dealer  and  the  coal  operator  and  one  of  the 
compacts  of  the  organization  is  that  no  operator 
shall  sell  to  the  domestic  coal  consumer.  Mutual 
interests  of  the  two  are  fostered  by  the  organ¬ 
ization  in  every  respect. 

It  is  announced  that  one  of  the  principal  mat¬ 
ters  for  consideration  at  the  coming  meeting  will 
be  reciprocal  demurrage.  There  is  a  strong  sen¬ 
timent  in  its  favor  among  the  coal  operators 
and  dealers  alike  and  it  is  possible  that  out  of  the 
meeting  will  grow  a  movement  to  interest  south¬ 
ern  legislators  in  enacting  a  law  of  the  sort. 


Market  Conditions. 

The  domestic  coal  business  m  the  southeast 
is  better  than  usual,  but  the  steam  market  is  still 
dull  because  of  the  depression  in  industrial  lines 
which  has  lifted  only  partially.  Speaking  with 
reference  to  the  domestic  business  of  the  last 
month,  a  prominent  coal  operator  said  that  he 
found'that  his  records  showed  that  more  coal  had 
been  shipped  during  February  than  for  the  cor¬ 
responding  month  of  last  year. 

Of  course  the  domestic  market  is  going  to  be 
dull,  now  that  spring  is  on,  and  the  coal  opera¬ 
tors  are  counting,  not  very  optimistically,  the 
prospect  for  the  spring  and  summer  in  the  steam 
market.  A  few  days  ago  there  was  a  meeting 
of  southern  textile  manufacturers  at  Atlanta  when 
a  policy  was  agreed  upon  whereby  the  produc¬ 
tion  is  to  be  uniformly  kept  down.  How  long 
this  will  last  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  that  it 
is  to  exist  at  all,  even  for  only  short  time,  is  not 
good  news  for  a  coal  operator.  The  impression 
here  among  coal  operators  is  that  the  agreed  re¬ 
duction  in  the  output  of  the  mills  is  more  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  the  price  of  cotton  than  be¬ 
cause  actual  trade  conditions  warrant  it.  In  other 
words,  it  is  thought  that  the  mills  could  reason¬ 
ably  proceed  to  manufacture  their  products  and 
stock  up  to  some  extent  if  need  be,  if  only  the 
price  of  cotton  could  make  it  possible  or  profit¬ 
able.  In  view  of  the  prices  prevailing  for  the 
products  of  the  mills,  which  are  low,  and  in  view 
of  the  prices  prevailing  for  cotton,  which  are 
high,  the  part  of  reason  seemed  to  be  to  keep 
production  down  to  the  limit. 

It  is  calculated  that,  with  the  reaction  from 
the  business  depression,  there  may  possibly  be  a 
very  active  demand  for  the  very  products  which 
these  mills  are  turning  out  and  in  that  case  the 
mills  will  have  to  operate  more  than  they  have 
calculated  upon.  This  supposition  is  based  upon 
the  fact  that  the  agricultural  south  and  west 
are  going  to  be  in  the  market  strongly  for  tex¬ 
tile  products.  But  even  should  not  the  prospect 
be  so  roseate  as  indicated,  then  it  is  not  unrea¬ 
sonable  for  the  mills  to  go  ahead  and  buy  a 
large  supply  of  coal  this  spring  and  summer 
while  coal  prices  are  off  and  while  the  coal  can 
be  delivered  readily  by  the  railroads. 

The  great  trouble,  which  the  mills  of  the  south¬ 
east  have  been  up  against,  has  been  the  inability 
of  the  railroads  to  haul  them  coal  as  they  needed 
it.  That  is  not  now  the  case. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  March  5. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)- — If  there  is  any  stocking  up  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  labor  disturbances,  the  Toledo  dealers 
have  not  yet  discovered  it.  Trade  along  all  lines 
is  extremely  quiet,  the  recent  spell  of  warm 
weather  having  knocked  the  entire  bottom  Out 
of  the  business.  So  far  as  domestic  trade  is  con¬ 
cerned,  it  is  perhaps  as  inactive,  at  present,  as 
it  has  been  for  a  long  time.  While  there  was  a 
brisk  demand  for  a  few  days,  during  the  severe 
weather,  it  has  all  vanished  again  and  the  re¬ 
tailers  are  buying  nothing  as  long  as  they  have 
a  ton  on  hand. 

Steam  coal  trade  is  reported  a  trifle  better, 
most  of  the  factories  and  some  of  the  railways 
buying  very  moderately.  There  is  little  appar¬ 
ent  fear  of  a  future  shortage  along  any  line. 
Many  of.  the  coal  men  are  doubtful  of  any  sus-' 
pension  of  operations,  and  there  seems  to  be  lit¬ 
tle  fear  that  there  will  be  any  difficulty  in  se¬ 
curing  all  the  coal  that  will  be  needed. 

There  has  been  considerable  cutting  of  prices 
and  there  is  now  no  large  orofit  in  what  coal  is 
being  handled  as  a  rule.  Wherever  there  is  a 
prospect  of  a  sale  there  are  ten  coal  men  after 
the  business,  resulting  in  sharp  competition  and 
a  more  or  less  demoralized  condition.  It  is 
thought  that  there  will  be  some  stocking  up 
within  a  short  time,  and  that  business  may  show 
considerable  activity  the  last  half  of  the  month, 
much  of  which  will  depend  upon  later  develop¬ 
ments. 


Personal  Mention. 

A.  J.  Connelly  will  leave  next  Monday  for  a  ■ 
business  trip  through  Michigan. 

J.  E.  Harper  of  the  Harper  Coal  Company,  of 
Coalton,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  on  business  this 
week. 

Toledo  coal  dealers  were  recently  visited  by 
W.  W.  Tibbals,  of  the  Tibbals  Coal  Company, 
of  River,  Ky. 

S.  B.  Coolidge,  representing  the  Glen’s  Run 
Coal  Company,  of  Cleveland,  called  on  the  local 
trade  yesterday. 

William  Reed,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  was  a  visitor 
in  the  city  recently. 

The  local  offices  received  a  recent  call  from 
F.  M.  Fisher,  of  the  Elk  Coal  Company,  of 
Charleston,  W.  Va. 

H.  L.  Gilbert  came  up  from  Columbus  Monday 
on  business  for  the  Black  Diamond  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  of  that  city. 

E.  O.  Roberts  was  in  the  city  this  week  look¬ 
ing  after  the  interests  of  the  Roberts  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Jackson,  Ohio.  < 

Coal  dealers  here  received  a  friendly  visit 
from  H.  A.  Chaffin,  of  the  Chaffin  Coal  Company 
of  Chicago,  last  week. 

G.  C.  McKetterick,  representing  the  Russell 
Coal  &  Mining  Company  of  Cleveland,  was  a 
Toledo  visitor  recently. 

A.  C.  Mills,  sales  manager  of  the  Ohio  &  West 
Virginia  Coal  Company,  has  returned  from  a 
successful  business  trip  through  Michigan. 

T.  Boone  Brown  is  making  a  business  tour 
of  a  number  of  Ohio  points  this  week  in  the 
interest  of  The  Cannelton  Coal  Company. 

Langdon  Lea,  general  manager  of  the  Cannel¬ 
ton  Coal  Company,  spent  several  days  last  week 
in  Toledo  and  Detroit,  before  returning  to  his 
home  at  Cannelton,  W.  Va. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  Company  recently 
closed  the  contract  to  furnish  the  entire  year’s 
supply  of  steam  coal  for  the  Edward  Ford  Plate 
Glass  Company.  This  concern  is  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  steam  coal  consuming  plants  in  northwestern 
Ohio,  and  its  needs,  will  call  for  approximately 
60,000  tons  of  Hocking  coal.  The  Consolidated 
is  represented  locally  by  C.  O.  Miniger,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  A.  J.  Connelly,  sales  agent. 
Mr.  Connelly,  until  recently,  had  charge  of  the 
local  office  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company. 
The  contract  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  season, 
and  these  two  gentlemen  are  receiving  the  con¬ 
gratulations  of  their  many  friends  in  the  coal 
business. 
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Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  March  5. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — If  anything,  the  coal  trade  is  more  quiet 
than  last  week.  A  new  cut  in  the  retail  price 
of  lignite  coal  has  been  made  in  Denver  by  the 
Mitchell  Coal  Company.  They  have  made  a 
price  on  lump  of  $3.80  delivered  as  against 
"The  Posts”  price  of  $3.95,  and  the  dealers 
regular  price  of  $4.50.  This  coal  that  is  being 
sold  at  $3.80  comes  from  the  new  coal  fields  at 
Dacona,  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railway,  in 
northern  Colorado.  The  coal  trade  in  Denver 
is  in  such  an  unhealthy  condition  that  nearly 
every  day  brings  forth  some  new  cut  on  some 
kind  of  coal.  The  Union  Pacific  Railway  is 
not  taking  a  pound  of  coal  from  Colorado  for 
company  use  and  is  picking  up  a  portion  of 
the  coal  it  had  stored  near  Denver.  It  will 
probably  be  some  time  before  the  line  is  again 
in  the  market  for  Colorado  coal.  The  Burling¬ 
ton,  Rock  Island  and  Santa  Fe  railways  are 
taking  only  a  nominal  tonnage  daily.  All  the 
roads  are  thought  to  have  enough  coal  in  stor¬ 
age  to  last  them  four  months  in  case  their 
supply  should  be  shut  off  in  Kansas,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Indian  Territory,  etc. 

While  no  storage  prices  have  been  an¬ 
nounced.  it  is  the  general  opinion  that  lump 
will  bring  $2.50  and  nut  $2  at  the  mine,  on 
both  Walsenburg  district  and  Canon  City 
coals.  The  price  on  li-gnite  lump  for  shipment 
outside  of  the  state  is  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and 
it  is  not  probable  that  this  price  will  go  lower. 
In  fact  it  will  possibly  advance.  The  North¬ 
ern  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  The  National  Fuel 
Company  and  The  Parkdale  Fuel  Company  re¬ 
duced  the  mine  price  of  lignite  slack  last 
Wednesday  from  90  cents  to  80  cents  a  ton. 
Gas  coke  is  selling  from  $5  as  against  $7.25  six 
weeks  ago.  Most  of  the  lignite  mines  are  av¬ 
eraging  about  two  days’  work  a  week,  and 
those  bituminous  mines  in  southern  Colorado 
that  have  not  shut  down  entirely  are  not  doing 
much  better.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  something 
will  happen  soon  to  revive  "King  Coal,  for 
he  certainly  is  nearly  all  in  now. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  combined  valuation  of  coal  and  coke 
produced  in  Colorado  during  1907  nearly 
equaled  the  valuation  of  gold  production,  and 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will  doubt¬ 
less  exceed  it.  The  completion  of  the  Panama 
canal,  with  plenty  of  rail  connections  between 
Colorado  and  the  Gulf,  will  bring  in  an  im¬ 
mense  new  market  for  Colorado  coal. 

The  Sunnyside  Coal  Mining  Company  is  out 
with  a  circular  signed  by  W.  F.  Oakes,  vice- 
president,  that  effective  May  8  they  will  re¬ 
sume  marketing  their  coal.  The  Colorado 
Fuel  &  Iron  Company  has  been  selling  the 
output  for  the  past  two  years.  Milo  Strong  is 
president.  The  general  office  of  the  company 
is  in  the  McPhee  building,  Denver. 

The  State  School  of  Mines,  at  Golden,  Colo., 
realizing  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  coal 
mining  in  Colorado,  will  secure,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  next  fall’s  term,  a  coal  expert  as  as¬ 
sistant  professor  of  mining  and  will  make 
other  preparations  to  extend  the  course  of  in¬ 
struction,  both  theoretical  and  practical,  in  the 
domain  of  fuel.  The  new  power  and  light 
plant  at  the  school  is  equipped  for  testing 
coals,  and  one  of  the  lecturers  in  the  present 
course,  W.  B.  Lewis,  M.  E.,  who  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  school  in  1892  and  is  now  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  South  Canon  Coal  Com¬ 
pany. 

A  deal,  which  has  been  pending  for  two 
years,  was  recently  closed  at  Trinidad  whereby 
former  Senator  William  A.  Clark  becomes  the 
owner  of  12,000  acres  of  the  best  coal  land  in 
Las  Animas  county.  The  land  was  purchased 
from  the  Adams  estate.  Senator  Clark  has 
held  an  option  on  it  for  two  years  and  has 
made  several  personal  trips  to  it.  The  price 
paid  is  thought  to  be  about  $200,000,  but  the 
exact  figures  have  not  been  given  out.  The 
announcement  of  the  closing  of  the  deal  came 
from  J.  J.  Henry,  who  with  his  associates  re¬ 
cently  organized  the  Southern  Colorado  Power 
Company.  The  company  will  furnish  power 
to  the  Clark  enterprises.  Among  the  improve¬ 
ments  proposed  is  an  electric  railway  from 


Trinidad,  thirty-five  miles  west,  to  the  Clark 
land.  The  development  of  the  coal  fields  will 
begin  at  once.  All  modern  devices  known  to 
coal  mining  will  be  installed.  This  is  the  larg¬ 
est  piece  of  coal  land  that  has  ever  changed 
hands  in  Las  Animas  county.  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan  is  also  said  to  have  recently  become 
interested  in  a  large  body  of  coal  land  near 
Senator  Clark’s  recent  purchase. 


Minneapolis  Market. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Mlarch  5. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Prospects  of  a  strike  have  not  yet 
had  much  effect  on  coal  buying  in  the  northwest. 
Screenings  are  a  trifle  more  active  than  they  were 
and  are  not  always  available  when  wanted,  but 
domestic  sizes  of  soft  coal  are  not  very  active 
and  prices  are  still  on  a  summer  basis. 

If  the  suspension  in  the  bituminous  mines  con¬ 
tinues  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is  probable  that 
the  northwest  will  run  very  short  of  coal.  There 
is  no  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  large  inter¬ 
ests  to  take  in  much  of  any  tonnage  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  trouble.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  much  less 
coal  will  be  stocked  in  this  territory  than  two 
years  ago,  when  the  suspension  occurred.  It  is 
a  well-known  fact  there  is  considerable  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  on  the  docks  at  Duluth  and  Su¬ 
perior,  consequently  large  line-yard  buyers  are 
of  the  opinion  that  these  reserve  stocks  can  be 
drawn  upon  in  an  emergency  and  at  a  very 
slight  advance  in  price  as  compared  with  that 
prevailing  at  present.  On  the  other  hand,  dock 
owners  are  not  as  confident  about  the  supply  at 
the  head  of  the  lakes  being  ample  during  any 
prolonged  period  of  mining  suspension.  They 
admit  there  is  a  considerable  tonnage  which 
would  go  over  into  the  new  mining  year  if  there 
were  no  suspension,  but  if  there  is  say  that  most 
of  this  coal  will  be  cleaned  up  by  May  1,  at  the 
present  rate  of  movement. 

The  railroads  are  large  users  of  dock  coal; 
they  have  not  taken  as  much  during  the  last 
three  months  as  was  expected  of  them,  while 
on  the  other  hand,  if  there  is  any  revival  of  spring 
business  they  will  require  a  greater  tonnage  than 
at  present.  No  one  for  a  moment  anticipates 
they  will  require  as  much  tonnage  as  they  did 
a  year  ago,  even  under  the  most  favorable  con¬ 
ditions.  Estimates  as  to  when  surplus  stocks 
of  coal  on  the  docks  will  be  cleaned  up  if  there 
is  a  suspension  vary  somewhat,  but  with  ordinary 
spring  weather  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  will 
be  considerably  reduced  by  May  1  and  by  the 
1st  of  June  the  docks  would  begin  to  have  a 
barren  apppearance  if  no  shipments  were  received 
prior  to  that  date. 

Retail  stocks  in  the  northwest  are  very  large, 
due  to  the  mild  winter.  Many  dealers  have  suf¬ 
ficient  tonnage  in  their  yards  to  last  them  until 
well  into  May,  if  there  is  a  normal  demand,  so 
that  present  stocks  are  ample  to  meet  all  re¬ 
quirements  during  the  six  or  eight  weeks  imme¬ 
diately  following  April  1.  Any  effect,  therefore, 
of  a  suspension  would  not  be  pronounced  im¬ 
mediately,  but  would  only  have  an  influence  in 
the  instances  of  steam  plants  so  located  they 
could  not  stock  much  coal. 

Anthracite  coal  is  quiet,  with  docks  fairly  well 
cleaned  up.  There  has  been  the  usual  rumor  that, 
owing  to  the  possibility  of  a  soft  coal  suspen¬ 
sion,  the  anthracite  interests  would  not  put  in 
effect  the  usual  April  discount.  So  far, as  can  be 
learned,  there  is  no  foundation  to  this  rumor.  It 
appears  annually,  and,  of  course,  has  to  make  its 
advent  at  the  accustomed  time. 

Bituminous  coal  on  the  docks  is  unchanged  in 
price.  Southern  Illinois  bituminous  coal  is  quoted 
at  $1.50(5)1.75  for  the  domestic  sizes,  namely  lump, 
egg  and  nut.  Screenings  are  firmer  and  range 
from  60(5)75  cents  for  inch  and  half  and  two-inch 
coals.  Northern  Illinois  coal  is  steady  at  former 
figures,  with  volume  of  business  light.  Screen¬ 
ings  from  the  Peoria  district  are  well  oversold 
and  the  market  is  firm,  with  very  little  product 
being  offered. 

Standard  grades  of  smokeless  run-of-mine  are 
steady  and  are  held  at  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Cannel  lump  is  a  little  easy  at  present  with  a  few 
cars  apparently  under  car  service.  Other  grades 
of  coal  are  unchanged. 

Joseph  Leiter,  president,  and  F.  M.  Wakefield, 
vice-president  of  the  Zeigler  Coal  Company,  Chi¬ 


cago,  were  in  St.  Paul  this  week  on  a  business 
trip. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  March  5. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Some  improvement  in  the  coal  mar¬ 
ket  in  this  district  was  noticeable  in  the  last 
week  and  coal  dealers  are  feeling  more  opti¬ 
mistic.  Nearly  all  of  the  mines  are  working — 
many  of  them  to  their  full  capacity,  and  it  is 
expected  that  many  additional  miners  will  be 
put  to  work  in  the  next  few  days.  The  local 
consumption  has  increased  materially  because 
many  of  the  manufacturing  plants,  which  dimin¬ 
ished  their  output  during  the  financial  stringency, 
are  now  running  full  capacity.  This  also  is  true 
of  the  factories  in  other  parts  of  the  district. 
There  have  been  no  changes  in  prices  in  the  last 
week  and  it  is  not  expected  that  there  will  be 
for  some  time.  The  demand,  of  course,  does  not 
nearly  equal  the  capacity  of  the  mines  and  a 
raise  in  prices  could  not  possibly  come  unless 
there  should  be  a  pronounced  increase  in  con¬ 
sumption.  Owing  to  the  unseasonable  weather, 
the  demand  for  retail  coal  has  not  been  so  dull 
in  many  seasons. 

Among  coal  men  generally  there  is  a  disposi¬ 
tion  to  believe  that  the  month  will  be  a  much 
more  active  one  in  the  coal  business  than  was 
February.  Some  firms  are  storing  a  little  coal. 
It  is  reported  that  shipments  by  the  Frisco  rail¬ 
road  are  heavier  now  than  they  have  been  at  any 
time  this  year.  Much  of  the  coal  is  being  shipped 
to  Texas  and  other  southwestern  states.  A  part 
of  the  coal  is  used  in  various  industrial  institu¬ 
tions,  while  some  goes  to  the  mines  of  the  south¬ 
west.  There  has  been  no  let-up  in  the  coal  ship¬ 
ments  on  account  of  the  financial  stringency. 


Opening  New  Vein. 

Coal  operators  will  begin  prospecting  this  spring- 
on  a  new  field  east  of  Weir  City,  Kas.,  where  it 
is  believed  a  workable  vein  of  coal  exists  at  a 
greater  depth  than  now  being  worked. 

Captain  Ferrell,  secretary  of  the  Weir  Commer¬ 
cial  Club,  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  existence  of 
a  deeper  vein  there. 

“Some  time  ago  I  called  attention  to  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  deep  workable  vein  of  coal  east  of 
Weir,”  said  Mr.  Ferrell.  “And  offered  proofs 
that  in  all  the  fields  opened  up  in  the  district 
a  practical  demonstration  was  necessary  to  in¬ 
duce  operators  to  even  look  towards  a  new  field. 
There  is  talk  now  of  sinking  a  shaft  to  the  coal 
this  summer,  on  some  of  the  farms  east,  so  that 
the  skeptical  can  see  and  feel  the  lower  vein 
of  black  diamonds.  I  will  make  this  prediction 
that  thirty  days  after  a  start  is  made  every  foot 
of  land  will  be  optioned  that  owners  can  be  in¬ 
duced  to  option.” 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Alexander  Young,  a  veteran  coal  miner  of  forty 
years’  experience,  has  been  appoined  fuel  inspec¬ 
tor  for  the  Kansas  City  Southern  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  north  coal  field. 

Tom  Oliver,  county  surveyor,  has  gone  to  Bar¬ 
ber,  Kas.,  the  new  mining  town  of  the  Sheridan 
Coal  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  some 
surveying  for  the  company  in  its  mines. 

J.  H.  Clemens,  president  of  the  Clemens  & 
Son  Coal  Company,  was  in  the  city  this  morning. 
Mr.  Clemens  was  made  the  chairman  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  county  convention  at  Columbus,  Kas. 

Joe  Lafayette,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  Coal  Company,  has  leased  160  acres  of  what 
is  known  as  the  Haynes  land,  located  west  of 
Stippville,  Kas.,  and  is  getting  ready  to  sink  a 
shaft.  The  Lafayette  Coal  Company  has  been 
one  of  the  successful  ones  in  the  district  since 
it  was  formed  and  it  is  now  taking  a  bigger  con¬ 
tract  than  ever  before.  This  lease  is  about  all 
the  loose  land  in  that  part  of  the  district. 


Col.  J.  A.  Owenby,  acting  for  J.  P.  Morgan, 
has  paid  $180,000  for  5,000  acres  of  coal  lands 
owned  by  the  Turner  Fuel  &  Iron  Company, 
at  Trinidad,  Colo.  The  property  will  be  con¬ 
solidated  with  the  Woolen  Land  &  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  which  Mr.  Morgan  owns,  and  both  will 
be  extensively  operated  to  supply  coal  and 
coke  to  enterprises  in  which  their  owner  is 
interested.  The  Atchison  is  building  a  branch 
line  to  the  mines. 
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Indianapolis  Trade. 


President  Mitchell  and  President-Elect 
Lewis  Struggle  to  Dominate 
Coming  Conference. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  March  5. — •( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.')- — Preparations  are  being  made  here 
for  the  convention  of  the  mine  workers,  next 
Thursday,  to  take  some  action  relative  to  the 
making  of  a  wage  scale  for  the  year  beginning 
April  1.  President  Mitchell  is  improving  physic¬ 
ally  and  expects  to  preside.  He  has  been  in  con¬ 
sultation  throughout  the  week  with  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  Lewis  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Wilson. 

There  is  some  doubt  whether  or  not  the  miners’ 
officials  have  been  able  to  agree  on  a  policy. 
Mitchell  wants  the  credit  for  outlining  a  policy 
for  the  making  of  the  wage  scale,  whether  or 
not  it  is  signed  before  his  term  expires.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  said  that  Lewis,  who  is  to  suc¬ 
ceed  him,  does  not  propose  to  be  bound  hand- 
and-foot  by  Mitchell,  and  he  may  make  a  vigor¬ 
ous  protest  in  the  convention.  The  latter  is 
liable  to  be  not  at  all  harmonious. 

So  far  as  the  Indiana  operators  are  concerned, 
they  are  ready  to  sign  a  call  for  an  interstate 
conference.  They  have  not  changed  their  atti¬ 
tude  of  the  past  month,  but  some  of  them  said 
today  that  they  have  heard  from  the  Illinois 
operators  and  they  believe  the  latter  will  welcome 
a  suspension,  April  1. 

Most  of  the  Indiana  mines  are  being  operated 
at  capacity.  However,  very  few  of  the  big  con¬ 
sumers  in  this  state  have  any  surplus  coal  and 
if  there  should  be  a  suspension  they  would  be  in 
hard  lines  for  fuel.  Owing  to  the  financial  strin¬ 
gency,  manufacturers  have  bought  less  coal  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  winter  than  usual. 

Several  dealers  said  today  that  the  large  con¬ 
sumers  are  placing  orders  now  for  large  con¬ 
signments  of  coal  in  anticipation  of  a  suspen¬ 
sion.  The  demand  has  stiffened  since  the  miners 
and  operators  failed  to  reach  the  agreement  here 
last  week.  However,  prices  have  not  been  ad¬ 
vanced.  Run-of-mine  is  selling  from  $1  to  $1.15 
a  ton.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  is  ranging  from 
$1.25  to  $1.35.  Four-inch  lump  is  selling  from 
$1.50  to  $1.60  at  the  mines.  All  prices  quoted 
above  are  for  coal  at  the  mines. 

Retailers  are  getting  the  same  scale  of  prices 
that  prevailed  ten  days  ago. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  Mlarch  5. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Conditions  in  the  coal  market  have 
not  changed  much  from  what  they  were  a  week 
ago,  or  a  month  ago,  for  that  matter.  Letters 
received  from  some  of  the  operators,  by  the  trade 
in  this  city  indicate,  however,  a  slight  strength¬ 
ening  of  the  market,  inasmuch  as  they  have  been 
instructed  not  to  send  in  any  large  orders  with¬ 
out  consulting  them  (the  operators),  and  stating 
that  they  are  compelled  to  charge  an  advance  of 
five  cents  per  ton  on  dll  orders  received  from 
now  on,  owing  to  the  probability  of  a  strike 
and  the  positive  assurance  that  there  will  be  a 
shutdown  at  the  mines  for  a  few  weeks  any¬ 
way. 

Some  of  the  consumers  are  acting  on  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  men  and  are  laying  in  a  stock  against 
the  time  when  the  miners  drop  their  picks.  The 
great  majority,  thinking  the  strike  talk  a  scare 
to  enable  the  shippers  to  sell  coal,  are  playing 
the  roles  of  the  “foolish  virgins.”  “It  will  serve 
them  just  right,”  said  a  prominent  coal  man  to¬ 
day,  “if  they  get  caught.  We  tell  our  customers, 
whom  we  do  not  like  to  see  caught,  just  what 
we  would  do,  if  we  were  in  their  shoes,  but  we 
are  not  urging  them  very  hard  to  stock  up.  A 
little  lesson  won’t  do  them  any  harm  in  the  long 
run.” 

Such  prices  as  are  quoted  are  the  same  as  a 
week  ago,  with  a  tendency,  as  before  stated,  to 
firm  up  a  bit.  But  even  the  lake  business  is  dull, 
which  would  indicate  that  there  is  considerable 
coal  on  the  docks  along  the  upper  lakes.  How¬ 
ever,  everybody  expects  that  branch  of  the  trade 
to  pick  up  considerably  before  many  days  have 
passed.  The  tracks  in  this  city  are  not  over¬ 
loaded  with  cars,  and  what  there  is  consists  chiefly 


of  run-of-mine  which  has  now  dropped  to  a  fine 
coal  basis,  nut,  pea  and  slack  bringing  as  much 
as  80  cents  at  the  mines.  Traveling  men  are  also 
complaining  of  the  slackness  of  business  out  in 
the  state  and  in  Indiana.  In  fact,  sluggishness 
rules  everywhere.  Contract  buyers  are  also  very 
slow  this  year  in  renewing  their  contracts,  evi¬ 
dently  holding  off  with  the  fond  hope  that  there 
will  be  no  strike  after  all  and  that  prices  will  drop 
still  lower. 

The  retail  business  in  the  domestic  trade,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  excellent  and  the  result  will 
be  that  very  little  domestic  stuff  will  be  carried 
over  into  the  next  season,  for  the  retailers  are 
holding  off  with  their  orders  until  the  discount 
goes  into  effect. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

i 

E.  S.  McCullough,  president  of  the  Michigan 
Miners’  Association,  is  pleased  with  one  result 
of  the  Indianapolis  conference,  wherein  he  se¬ 
cured  permission  of  the  council  for  the  miners 
of  Michigan  to  continue  work  after  April  1  at  the 
old  rates,  and  until  the  new  rates  are  promul¬ 
gated. 

Among  the  visitors  to  this  city,  within  the 
week,  are  the  following :  Bert  Mills,  of  the 
Pittsburgh  &  Ohio  Mining  Company,  of  Cleve¬ 
land;  J.  A.  Clark,  of  the  Madeira-Hill-Clark 
Company,  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va. ;  James  Johnson 
and  Harry  Ensign,  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Mining 
Company,  of  Columbus;  J.  Frank  Clark,  formerly 
of  this  city,  but  now  traveling  for  the  General 
Hocking  Fuel  Company  of  Columbus. 

One  of  the  results  of  the  fight  over  switching 
charges  between  the  Michigan  Central  and  the 
Detroit  &  Toledo  Shore  Line  is  that  the  latter 
road  has  made  an  important  concession  to  the 
coal  men  of  this  city  which  is  appreciated.  Here¬ 
after  a  three-days’  leeway  will  be  given  shippers 
over  the  Shore  Line  for  unloading  coal  and, 
instead  of  the  demurrage  charge  of  $1.00  a  day, 
the  road  will  simply  charge  the  usual  per  diem  of 
50  cents.  ■  The  Shore  Line  has  also  served  formal 
notice  on  the  Car  Service  Association  that  it  has 
withdrawn  from  that  organization. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  5 .—  {.Special  correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  shows  some  improvement 
over  last  week  and  coal  is  undoubtedly  moving 
more  freely  than  it  has  for  some  time.  Manu¬ 
facturers  are  beginning  to  store  a  little  coal,  but 
do  not  seem  to  be  at  all  uneasy,  and  are  showing 
no  particular  rush  to  stock  up.  Prices  remain 
unchanged,  though  a  large  quantity  of  coal  is  be¬ 
ing  sold;  it  is  also  a  fact  that  operators  are  all 
beginning  to  increase  their  outputs,  as  they  have 
been  anticipating  a  good  market  this  month.  In 
fact,  they  have  all  been  preparing  to  turn  out 
all  the  coal  possible  in  March,  as  they  expected 
high  prices.  Therefore  there  is  an  enormous 
amount  of  coal  being  produced,  which  is  one  of 
the  reasons  that  the  high  prices  are  not  material¬ 
izing  more  promptly.  However,  all  of  this  coal 
is  being  taken  care  of  and  the  market  is  just 
in  that  condition  where  the  slightest  increase  in 
demand  would  send  the  price  up  quite  a  bit. 

The  view  that  is  held  by  quite  a  number  of 
coal  men  is  that,  when  the  buyers  do  make  up 
their  minds  that  they  ought  to  store  more  coal, 
prices  will  soar  even  higher  than  expected,  for 
the  following  reasons :  Not  nearly  so  much  manu¬ 
facturing  is  being  done  as  there  was  two  years 
ago,  yet  two  years  ago  at  this  time  firms  had 
been  storing  coal  for  five  or  six  weeks,  and  the 
movement  had  been  in  full  swing  for  at  least 
a  month,  while  now  they  have  barely  begun  to 
store  coal.  Therefore,  they  will  have  to  get  their 
supply  in  the  next  three  weeks.  So,  even  if  there 
is  going  to  be  a  great  deal  less  coal  stored  this 
year  than  there  was  two  years  ago,  the  manu¬ 
facturers  will  have  only  about  one-third  of  the 
time  to  do  it  in. 

That  there  will  be  a  shut-down  on  the  first  of 
the  month  is  generally  accepted  as  a  fact  by  all 
the  operators,  and  it  is  thought  that  it  will  last 
at  least  through  April,  though  no  one  will  ex¬ 
press  themselves  as  to  what  may  be  the  condi¬ 
tions  after  May  1. 

The  new  operators’  association  of  Districts 
Nos.  5  and  9  has  succeeded  in  getting  every 


operator  in  the  districts  mentioned  to  join  with 
the  exception  of  three,  and  ’two  of  these,  it  is 
thought,  will  join  in  the  next  day  or  so.  This 
makes  a  very  powerful  organization,  in  fact  the 
most  effective  that  has  ever  been  formed  in  this 
“neck  of  the  woods,”  and  as  these  operators  have 
some  grievances  of  their  own  to  settle,  there  will 
undoubtedly  be  a  shut  down  of  these  mines  on  the 
first  of  the  month,  irrespective  of  what  the  rest 
of  the  operators  in  the  state  do.  And  as  these 
mines  practically  supply  the  St.  Louis  market, 
“a  word  to  the  wise”  buyer  should  be  sufficient. 

Reports  as  to  general  industrial  and  financial 
conditions  are  conflicting.  The  Missouri  Pacific 
railway  reports  that  it  is  doing  nothing  and  has 
discharged  10,000  employes.  Five  hundred  of 
these  were  from  the  St.  Louis  freight  offices 
alone.  Some  whole  departments  were  abolished 
(a  coal  man  was  heard  to  remark  that  he  thought 
the  Claim  Department  must  have  been  abolished 
for  some  time).  However,  other  railroads  report 
that  business  is  picking  up  fast  and,  in  fact, 
the  Illinois  Central  reported  that  on  one  day  last 
week  more  business  passed  through  its  East  St. 
Louis  freight  office  than  it  has  had  for  two  years. 
Industries  in  general  are  just  about  keeping  steam 
up  and  that  is  about  all,  though  most  of  them 
anticipate  a  fair  spring  business. 

The  railroads  are  beginning  to  buy  some  coal 
on  the  open  market,  though  most  of  them  have 
been  taking  their  maximum  tonnage  for  several 
weeks. 

Standard  lump  is  the  coal  that  is  in  demand, 
and  the  prevailing  price  is  90  cents  per  ton,  f.  o.  b. 
mines,  for  two-inch  coal.  Inquiries,  however, 
have  been  received  for  large  quantities  of  mine- 
run  for  storage  purposes  from  a  number  of 
sources.  All  of  the  standard  mines  are  now  run¬ 
ning  full,  and  the  price  is  expected  to  advance 
almost  any  day. 

High  grade  coal  seems  to  be  practically  backed 
off  the  market  by  standard  and  lower  grade  coals, 
as  most  of  the  demand  is  from  steam  plants, 
dealer  business  having  been  practically  dead  for 
some  time  on  account  of  mild  weather  condi¬ 
tions.  The  Carterville  operators,  however,  are 
hopeful,  for  as  soon  as  standard  coal  goes  up 
to  where  Carterville  can  compete  in  regard  to 
price  they  expect  to  -have  an  active  market  for 
at  least  a  couple  of  weeks  this  month. 

Though  a  good  deal  of  lump  coal  is  being  pro¬ 
duced  screenings,  nut  and  pea  and  all  fine  coal 
are  holding  their  own  and,  in  fact,  perceptibly 
gaining  strength.  Good  standard  two-inch  nut  is 
bringing  75  cents  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  mines;  nut  and 
pea,  65  cents,  f.  o.  b.  mines ;  pea,  45  cents,  f.  o.  b. 
mines  :  two-inch  screenings,  35  cents,  f.  o.  b.  mines, 
and  slack,  15  cents,  f.  o.  b.  mines.  The  market 
in  general  is  decidedly  more  buoyant  and  hopeful 
than  it  has  been  for  some  time.  Current  prices 
are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis  : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump.  $1.67 ;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.42 :  2-inch  lump,  $1.52  ;  mine-run.  $1.37  ;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.27 :  nut  and  pea,  $1.17 ;  2-inch  screenings, 
$1.02;  3^-inch  slack,  77  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  and  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.52;  3-inch  nut,  $1.52. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump,  $2.12:  6-inch  egg  $2.02;  2-inch  lump, 
$1.97 ;  _  2-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine-run,  $1.67;  2-inch 
screenings,  $(.22. 

Trenton— Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Through  error  the  price  quoted  on  Trenton 
coal  in  the  last  two  issues  has  been  25  cents 
per  ton  too  cheap. 

The  Order  Kokoal  will  hold  its  regular  bi¬ 
monthly  business  meeting  Friday  afternoon, 
March  6,  at  3  :30  p.  m. 

The  bowling  teams  of  the  Pavey  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Baldwin  Coal  Company  had  a  match 
last  night,  in  which  the  Pavey’s  were  cleaned  up. 

The  coal  men  are  all  very  glad  to  see  that 
Fred  Klein,  of  the  Klein-Speuring  Coal  Company, 
is  about  to  get  about  again  after  his  recent  attack 
of  pneumonia. 

The  Massis  mine  on  the  Louisville  &-  Nash¬ 
ville  Railway,  whose  output  is  taken  care  of  by 
the  St.  Louis  Coal  Company,  has  been  shut  down 
for  several  days  on  account  of  labor  troubles. 


24 


[March  7 


New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Trade  Very  Quiet  With  Pro¬ 
duction  Curtailed — Bituminous 
Demand  Unimproved. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  March  5. 

No  improvement  is  noted  in  the  demand  for 
anthracite.  The  trade  is  now  up  against  a 
purely  weather  market,  and  with  but  few  days  of 
real  cold  weather  this  week,  there  has  been  very 
little  buying  by  retailers.  Usually  March  is  a  very 
good  coal  consuming  month,  and  the  trade  is 
hopeful  that  the  general  average  of  the  tempera¬ 
ture  for  the  month  will  be  sufficiently  low  to 
cause  a  fair  consumption  of  coal.  Owing  to  the 
usual  summer  reduction,  which,  it  is  now  con¬ 
ceded,  will  go  into  effect  on  April  1,  dealers  are 
only  buying  in  small  lots.  Unless  there  is  a 
heavy  consumption  for  the  remainder  of  the 
month  there  will  not  be  much  coal  sold  at  whole¬ 
sale. 

Figures  for  February  production  have  not  yet 
been  given  out,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  the 
tonnage  for  the  month  will  run  as  high  as  4,- 
500,000  tons.  Early  estimates  place  the  Reading’s 
February  tonnage  at  900,000  tons,  or  about  30,000 
tons  less  than  its  tonnage  for  February,  1907. 
For  two  weeks  the  companies  have  not  averaged 
more  than  about  three  days  a  week  full  time,  so 
that  the  tonnage  is  being  curtailed  very  mate¬ 
rially  from  what  it  was  at  this  time  last  year. 
Last  March,  5,235,814  tons  of  anthracite  were 
mined.  Unless  there  is  some  improvement  in 
trade  in  the  next  few  weeks  it  is  not  at  all  un¬ 
likely  that  the  tonnage  for  this  month  will  be 
over  a  million  tons  short  of  the  production  for 
the  same  month  last  year.  In  fact,  some  of  the 
companies  are  said  to  be  considering  a  still  fur¬ 
ther  restriction  in  production.  There  is  some  talk 
of  suspending  for  a  full  week  at  a  time  unless 
the  demand  improves. 

It  is  believed  that  considerable  coal  mined  dur¬ 
ing  February  has  been  placed  in  stocks,  as  trade 
in  every  section  of  the  country  was  unusually 
quiet  throughout  the  month.  While  there  was 
some  rather  severe  weather  about  two  weeks  ago, 
it  did  not  make  any  marked  improvement  to  the 
wholesale  trade  in  the  way  of  new  orders,  as  the 
retailers  were  well  stocked,  and  the  cold  weather 
did  not  last  long  enough  to  enable  them  to  clean 
out  their  pockets.  Since  that  time,  because  of  the 
impending  April  reduction,  the  retailers  have 
hesitated  about  ordering  more  coal  than  is  abso¬ 
lutely  needed  to  take  care  of  their  orders.  There 
is  some  probability  that  the  companies  may  work 
their  operations  pretty  full  the  last  few  days  of 
the  month,  so  as  to  get  considerable  coal  above 
ground  by  April  1,  in  anticipation  of  a  deluge  of 
orders  at  the  reduced  rate,  but  against  this,  it  is 
argued  that  the  companies  have  sufficient  coal  on 
hand  now  to  take  care  of  a  normal  demand. 

The  trade,  the  country  over,  is  very  quiet.  In 
the  west  there  was  a  blizzard  last  week  which 
helped  consumption  materially,  but  in  this  sec¬ 
tion,  as  in  nearly  all  others,  the  retailers  had 
large  stocks  of  coal  on  hand.  Again,  there  was 
plenty  of  coal  at  the  lake  ports  to  supply  the 
needs  of  a  good  part  of  the  territory,  so  that  the 
increased  consumption,  brought  about  by  the  bliz¬ 
zard,  has  not  added  perceptibly  to  the  distribution 
of  the  fresh  mined  product.  All  rail  trade  to 
western  points  has  been  very  light.  In  the  east, 
all  rail  trade  is  quiet,  with  oiily  a  small  tonnage 
moving  east  by  tide. 

The  demand  for  chestnut  is  fair,  with  most  of 
the  companies  unable  to  fill  their  orders  for  pea. 
Other  sizes  of  prepared  and  steam  coals  are  not 
in  great  demand.  There  is  considerable  inquiry, 
now,  for  the  steam  sizes  for  contracts  for  the 
new  coal  year,  but  few  orders  are  being  placed,  as 
dealers  are  waiting  for  an  understanding  as  to  the 
prices  for  the  new  season. 

Vessels  are  very  plentiful,  and  attractive  rates 
can  be  procured  for  tonnage  bound  east  by  water, 
but  these  low  rates  have  not  had  the  effect  of 
stimulating  business. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

While  the  soft  coal  trade  is  inclined  to  be  opti¬ 
mistic,  it  is  hard  to  find  much  improvement  in  the 
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situation.  Production  is  still  being  restricted,  and 
there  is  no  very  urgent  demand  for  that  coal 
which  is  coming  forward.  The  situation  is  im¬ 
proved  from  what  it  was  some  weeks  ago  for  the 
reason  that  shippers  are  not  sending  coal  forward 
without  orders,  as  was  the  case  earlier  in  the 
year,  and  the  markets  are  being  kept  pretty  free 
from  demurrage  coal. 

While  labor  troubles  are  threatening,  some  ol 
the  operators  are  inclined  to  believe  that  we  will 
either  have  to  have  a  strike  or  a  suspension  of 
mining  for  some  weeks.  More  and  more  inquiry 
comes  each  week  for  contract  coal,  but  buyers 
are  not  closing  contracts  this  early.  Here  and 
there  one  hears  of  a  contract  being  closed,  but  the 
bulk  of  the  contracting  will  be  closed  later  this 
year  than  ever  before.  What  contracts  have  been 
closed  have  been  about  at  last  season’s  prices,  and 
some  operators  look  upon  this  as  a  hopeful  sign. 
Some  producers  of  high  grade  coals  are  inclined 
to  hold  out  for  higher  prices  than  they  obtained 
last  year,  while  the  shippers  of  average  grades  of 
steam  coal  are  holding  for  prices  usually  about 
5  cents  under  last  season’s  prices.  Buyers  are 
showing  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  are  anxious 
to  figure  with  the  coal  men  on  contracts,  but  few 
of  them,  excepting  some  of  the  public  utility 
companies,  are  in  position  to  say  just  what  amount 
of  coal  they  will  need.  Some  buyers  want  to  fig¬ 
ure  on  their  last  year’s  tonnage,  yet  they  want  the 
proviso  in  their  contracts  that  they  will  not  be 
obligated  to  take  the  full  amount  contracted  for  if 
business  conditions  do  not  permit  of  its  consump¬ 
tion.  Some  operators  express  themselves  as  pre¬ 
ferring  not  to  make  contracts  if  the  situation  is  to 
remain  as  it  has  been  for  several  months.  They 
argue  that  the  contracts  are  not  binding  if  the 
buyer  cannot  consume  all  the  coal  contracted  for, 
and  that  they  stand  a  chance  to  make  more 
money  by  selling  their  product  on  the  open  mar¬ 
ket.  During  the  past  few  months  buyers  have 
been  refusing  quantities  of  coal  contracted  for 
before  the  financial  depression,  and  shippers  who 
have  urged  shipments  upon  them,  have  been  put 
to  no  little  trouble  to  get  cargoes  placed  which 
were  refused  by  the  contractor. 

In  the  far  east  but  little  demand  is  noted,  the 
stocks  of  coal  sent  forward  last  fall  seeming  to 
have  been  sufficient  for  all  needs  up  to  the  mo¬ 
ment.  New  England  trade  is  about  the  same,  no 
great  amount  of  coal  going  to  any  of  the  ports, 
while  the  all-rail  trade  is  very  slack.  Along  the 
sound  the  situation  is  unchanged.  Cars  are  plen¬ 
tiful,  and  transportation  is  fairly  up  to  schedule. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  about  as  reported 
last  week.  There  is  no  heavy  accumulation  of 
coal  at  any  of  the  ports,  and  prices  seldom  break 
below  $2.50.  Now  and  then  a  stray  cargo  gets 
up  to  demurrage  and  is  offered  at  10  to  20  cents 
under  this  figure  to  move  it,  but  these  instances 
now  are  rare.  Prices  on  good  grades  steam  coal 
range  around  $2.60  to  $2.70,  while  Georges  Creek 
and  other  high  grade  coals  sell  at  $3  to  $3.25. 

No  improvement  is  noted  in  the  vessel  mar¬ 
ket.  Boat  owners  have  many  of  their  vessels 
tied  up,  because  of  the  low  rates.  From  the 
roads  to  Boston,  60  cents  to  70  cents  is  about  the 
rate.  From  Baltimore,  70  cents  to  75  cents  is 
asked,  while  from  Philadelphia,  65  cents  to  70 
cents  is  the  rate  to  Boston,  Salem  and  to  some  of 
the  sound  ports.  From  New  York  harbor  around 
the  cape,  70  cents  to  80  cents  is  the  rate.  Rates 
to  sound  ports  are  about  as  last  quoted. 


The  Washington  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  & 
Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company  will  be  idle  two 
weeks  while  alterations  are  made  for  hauling 
the  coal  from  that  mine  to  the  Nottingham 
breaker,  where  it  will  be  prepared  for  market. 
A  track  has  been  laid  between  the  two  col¬ 
lieries  and  a  steam  locomotive  will  be  used  to 
haul  the  coal.  The  Washington  slope  hoists 
about  350  cars  a  day,  while  the  Nottingham 
hoists  about  1,000  cars  daily.  The  Notting¬ 
ham  breaker  is  a  new  structure  and  is  one  of 
the  most  modern  in  the  anthracite  coal  fields 
and  can  easily  handle  the  extra  tonnage  that 
will  be  increased  by  the  preparing  of  the  coal 
from  the  Washington  mine  at  that  breaker. 
The  Washington  mine  is  an  old  working  and 
is  about  worked  out;  the  principal  mining  is 
the  robbing  of  the  pillars,  and  the  amount  of 
coal  hoisted  from  the  mines  is  lessening,  and 
for  that  reason  the  change  of  preparing  the 
coal  has  been  made. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  5. —  ( Special  corre- 
respondence.) — This  is  the  trying  month  for  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealers,  and  so  far  the  month  has  not 
been  a  particularly  rosy  one  for  anyone  in  the 
coal  trade.  Retailers  are  just  buying  enough 
coal  for  their  actual  needs,  and  few  of  them 
will  go  over  into  April  with  any  high  price 
coal  on  hand.  For  the  past  week  the  weather 
has  not  been  of  such  severity  as  retailers 
would  like  and  the  consumption  of  coal  by 
consumers  has  not  been  heavy.  While  a  fair 
amount  of  coal  is  being  consumed  from  day 
to  day,  yet  the  tonnage  does  not  disappear  as 
rapidly  as  it  would  were  there  days  of  real 
zero  weather.  What  the  month  will  bring 
forth  one  can  only  conjecture,  but  there  are 
many  who  count  the  winter  season  pretty  well 
ended  by  March  15,  and  in  anticipation  of  the 
April  reduction  retailers  are  going  to  be 
measly  buyers  from  now  until  the  time  the  re¬ 
duction  goes  in  effect. 

The  companies  are  restricting  production 
each  week,  most  of  the  companies  operating 
only  four  days,  while  some  are  closed  three 
days’  a  week  occasionally,  so  that  the  produc¬ 
tion  is  much  lighter  than  last  year  at  this  time. 
The  figures  just  issued  show  that  the  Read¬ 
ing’s  tonnage  for  February  was  93,000  tons 
short  of  their  tonnage  of  March,  1907.  Last 
year  their  February  production  was  927,220 
tons,  while  this  February  it  was  only  833,900 
tons.  The  figures  of  the  other  companies  will 
be  made  public  this  week,  and  they  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  show  a  like  decrease  as  compared 
with  last  year’s  figures.  The  companies  are  all 
very  short  of  pea  coal,  owing  to  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  mining  for  several  days  each  week,  but 
they  are  easy  on  most  of  the  other  sizes,  ex¬ 
cepting  chestnut,  which  is  the  most  popular 
of  the  prepared  sizes.  The  new  prices  on  pea 
and  buck  are  being  discussed,  and  while  no 
one  can  authoritatively  say  what  they  will  be, 
there  are  those  who  do  not  believe  that  the 
new  prices  will  show  more  than  5  cents  or  10 
cents  a  ton  difference  between  the  prices  which 
have  ruled  during  the  winter  season. 

In  the  soft  coal  market  there  is  not  much 
doing  except  on  contracts.  Very  little  snot 
coal  is  coming  to  market,  as  shippers  have 
been  too  hard  hit  this  winter  by  rushing  coal 
to  market  without  orders  to  repeat  their  ex¬ 
periences.  Mining  generally  throughout  the 
regions  which  send  coal  to  this  market  is  re¬ 
stricted  fully  50  per  cent.  Each  week  there 
is  more  inquiry  as  to  contracts,  and  some  few 
are  being  closed,  but  usually  the  tonnage  is 
small.  Operators  are  not  yet  in  position  to 
say  just  what  prices  thev  can  make,  owing  to 
unsettled  labor  and  freight  questions,  and  they 
do  not  care  to  tie  themselves  up  at  this  stage 
of  the  game.  At  the  same  time,  buyers  are 
in  a  quandary  as  to  what  their  needs  will  be 
during  the  coming  coal  year.  Usually  at  this 
season  manufacturing  interests,  are  running,  on 
full  time,  and  they  are  in  position,  to  state  just 
what  tonnage  they  will  need  during  the  year, 
but  this  season  many  manufacturers  who  re¬ 
quire  large  tonnages  to  operate  their  plants 
are  either  shut  down  altogether  or. for  three,  or 
four  davs  a  week,  and  as  business  is  improving 
so  slowly  they  are  not  inclined  to  contract  un¬ 
til  they  have  some  assurance  as  to. what  the 
year  has  in  store  for  them.  The  situation  is 
peculiar,  both  on  the  part  of  the  seller  and 
the  buyer. 

The  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works  are  now 
working  some  6,500  men.  though  all  of  them 
are  not  on  full  time.  They  are  mostb'-  en¬ 
gaged  on  repair  work.  The  company  is  said 
to  have  booked  some  new  orders  for  locomo¬ 
tives  in  the  last  few  days,  and  according  to 
one  of  their  representatives  they  look  for  busi¬ 
ness  to  show  considerable  improvement  after 
April  1. 


It  is  reported  that  the  purchasing  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Company  will 
shortly  be  transferred  from  Baltimore  back 
to  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  where  it  was  located  un¬ 
til  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  was  removed  to 
the  Continental  Trust  Building  at  Baltimore. 
A.  T.  Watson  is  purchasing  agent  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  , 
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Buffalo  Market. 

Anthracite  Sales  Are  Slow  While  Buyers 
Await  Reduction — Bituminous 
Is  Brisk. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  5. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — In  the  anthracite  market  there  is 
an  appreciable  falling  off  in  orders,  the  de¬ 
mand  apparently  being  more  limited  than  here¬ 
tofore  this  year.  This  condition  is  attributed 
mainly  to  the  practice  of  dealers  reducing  their 
stocks,  so  as  to  begin  even  with  the  opening 
of  the  season,  having  always  in  mind  the  reg¬ 
ular  spring  reduction  or  discount  of  prices. 
However,  even  with  the  falling  off  in  demand, 
the  trade  all  around  is  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
condition,  although  the  weather  of  the  last 
week  has  been  of  a  character  to  interfere  se¬ 
riously  with  the  work  of  delivery.  On  Mon¬ 
day  a  storm  of  sleet,  which  covered  everything 
with  a  thick  coating  of  ice,  came  unexpectedly 
and  found  many  dealers  unprepared  to  meet 
the  conditions.  Local  coal  men  foun'd  it  almost 
impossible  to  handle  loads  with  teams,  and 
almost  a  full  day  was  lost  before  matters 
were  put  ship-shape. 

No  hull  loading  has  yet  been  commenced, 
though  there  is  plenty  of  available  coal  and 
chartering,  for  the  coming  season,  has  been 
quite  active.  Probably  this  month  will  see 
several  cargoes  put  aboard.  It  is  not  antici¬ 
pated  that  there  will  be  any  change  of  rates 
from  the  going  price  at  the  opening  of  navi¬ 
gation  last  year.  As  to  the  price  reduction, 
which  has  been  made  each  spring  for  several 
years  back,  it  appears  certain  to  dealers  here 
that  there  will  be  no  change  in  former  proced¬ 
ure.  Consumers  are  also  satisfied  that  it  will 
conie,  and  they  are  therefore  in  no  hurry  to 
buy  except  enough  to  meet  immediate  needs. 


'  In  Bituminous  Field. 

During  the  last  ten  days  bituminous  dealers 
have  been  enjoying  a  considerable  increase  in  or¬ 
ders.  This  they  attribute  largely  to  the  rumors 
of  prospective  trouble  between  the  miners  and 
operators.  The  meeting  which  was  called  for 
February  29th,  in  Indianapolis,  was  adjourned 
for  two  weeks,  nothing  having  been  accom¬ 
plished. 

Judging  by  the  present  attitude  of  the  miners 
there  is  good  indication  that,  if  a  strike  is  not 
called  by  them  for  April  1,  there  will  be  a 
voluntary  shut-down  or  suspension  of  mining, 
operations  on  the  part  of  the  mine  owners. 
This  suggestion  of  a  suspension  of  mining  on 
April  1  is  beginning  to  have  its  effect  on  the 
consuming  public,  which  is  realizing,  for  the 
first  time,  the  necessity  of  providing  against  a 
thirty-day  or  sixty-day  shut  down,  and  they 
are  beginning  to  place  extra  orders.  It  is  said 
that  the  number  of  "orders  which  some  of  the 
large  operators  have  booked,  during  the  last 
ten  days,  will  practically  take  care  of  their  en¬ 
tire  output  for  the  balance  of  the  month.  Some 
of  the  railroads  in  this  vicinity  are  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  get  information  as  to  the  true  sit¬ 
uation  and  are  beginning  to  look  in  various 
directions  for  an  increase  in  their  available 
supply  of  fuel,  at  their  stocking  points. 

Mine-run  coal  is  being  rigidly  held  at  $1 
per  ton  at  the  mines,  while  thirty  days  ago 
this  price  was  perceptibly  shaded  on  large  or¬ 
ders.  One  operator  reports,  today,  that  his 
entire  output  is  sold  to  April  1  and  he  is  try¬ 
ing  to  buy  along  the  Allegheny  valley  for  the 
benefit  of  his  customers.  He  has  been  paying 
for  shipments  to  be  made  between  March  15 
and  April  1,  $1.10  per  ton,  mine-run.  His 
action  is  a  pretty  good  indication  of  what  the 
best  informed  operators  see  in  the  prospects 
of  the  future. 

Local  operators,  who  have  large  holdings 
in  the  Allegheny  valley,  are  somewhat  opti¬ 
mistic,  believing  that  there  are  likely  to  be 
some  fancy  prices  ,  going  before  the  difference 
of  opinion  between  themselves  and  the  miners 
the  adjusted. 


Some  Personal  Notes. 

E.  M.  Gross,  manager  of  the  sales  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  was  a  visitor  to  this  city 


during  the  week.  He  thinks  the  indications 
for  the  season  are  not  entirely  discouraging. 

Benjamin  S.  Hamill,  general  sales  agent  of 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  at  Pittsburgh,  visited  friends 
here  this  week. 

Frank  B.  Miller,  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Greens- 
burgh,  Pa.,  was  a  caller  here  this  week. 

J.  B.  Cavanaugh,  of  Chicago,  president  of 
the  Western  Coal  &  Dock  Company,  has  been 
here  on  business,  shaking  hands  with  many 
old  friends  and  making  new. 

E.  J.  Booth,  manager  of  the  Northwest  Fuel 
Company,  of  Chicago,  passed  a  few  days  in 
Buffalo,  with  an  eye  to  business. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  March  5. —  ( Special  correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  anthracite  trade  is  very  quiet,  re¬ 
tailers  buving  only  for  immediate  needs.  Trade 
in  a  retail  way  is  limited,  owing  to  the  mild 
weather  conditions,  so  that  only  a  moderate 
amount  of  coal  is  going  into  consumption.  Good 
weather  enables  boats  to  come  forward  on  good 
schedule,  but  there  is  not  a  heavy  tonnage  of 
coal  coming  forward,  and  dealers  do  not  look 
for  any  heavy  movement  until  after  the  reduced 
price  goes  in  effect  on  April  1. 

Up  to  Tuesday  receipts  of  soft  coal  at  the  Bos¬ 
ton  wharves  had  been  very  light.  Tuesday  quite 
a  fleet  of  boats  arrived  with  cargoes,  but  even 
with  that  there  is  no  great  accumulation  of  coal 
here.  New  business  is  light,  and  many  consumers 
who  contracted  for  coal  before  the  panic  are  now 
refusing  to  take  it.  Business  is  improving  very 
slowly,  so  that  the  interest  in  contracts  for  the 
new  coal  year  is  not  what  it  is  usually  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  The  announcement  of  prices 
for  West  Virginia  coals  for  the  new  year  are  not 
made  yet,  and  buyers  are  waiting  to  learn  if 
any  reduction  is  to  be  made.  Those  operators 
interviewed  as  inclined  to  believe  that  last  sea¬ 
son’s  prices  will  prevail,  while  the  trade  generally 
is  of  the  opinion  that  there  will  be  some  reduc¬ 
tion.  At  the  moment  there  is  said  to  be  large 
quantities  of  these  coals  at  Hampton  Roads  await¬ 
ing  orders.  The  current  prices  on  these  coals 
are  said  to  be  shaded  in  some  instances.  The 
price  at  the  roads  is  $2,90,  the  contract  price 
which  has  ruled  since  last  fall.  Pennsylvania 
coals  are  selling  at  about  former  prices. 

Vessels  are  plentiful  and  60  to  65  cents  is  about 
the  prevailing  rate  from  the  roads  to  Boston. 
There  are  many  vessels  tied  up,  as  owners  say 
that  it  is  not  profitable  to  operate  them  at  the 
present  rates,  but  shippers  find  no  trouble  in  se¬ 
curing  all  the  boats  they  need  even  at  the  low 
prices. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  March  5. —  {Special  correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  has  been  but  very  little  change 
in  the  local  situation  during  the  pa’st  week  or 
ten  days.  Prices  continue  satisfactory  in  the 
main,  and  only  a  very  moderate  business  is  be¬ 
ing  done  outside  of  contract  movement.  The  line 
trade  is  extremely  flat,  and  it  looks  as  if  there 
is  to  be  no  very  early  betterment  of  condi¬ 
tions. 

The  present  spring  will  come  in  under  rather 
peculiar  conditions,  as  the  drop  from  winter 
prices  came  this  year  in  midwinter  instead  of 
waiting  for  the  first  gentle  breezes  to  blow.  The 
entire  end  of  winter  has  been  a  most  disagree¬ 
able  sort  of  “spring”  to  both  the  bituminous  and 
anthracite  trade.  Mine  interests  are  not  exerting 
themselves  in  the  matter  of  production.  In  most 
cases  it  is  now  a  question  of  the  least  production 
to  keep  up  organization  and  at  the  same  time 
not  greatly  over-produce  contract  obligations. 

The  present  end-winter  season  in  anthracite  is 
one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  in  the  history 
of  that  branch  of  the  trade.  It  has  been  en¬ 
tirely  too  warm  to  give  any  incentive  to  demand. 
Steam  sizes  are  very  dull  along  with  the  rest. 
At  present  it  does  not  look  at  all  favorable  for 
a  very  brisk  season,  even  after  the  April  reduc¬ 
tion  in  schedule  comes. 

Use  of  Open  Lamp. 

Some  comment  is  being  heard  here  on  the  report 
of  the  expert  sent  here  by  the  French  government 


to  investigate  the  Monongah  and  other  mine  dis¬ 
asters.  The  expert,  M.  Faffnel,  reported,  among 
other  things,  that  the  use  of  the  open  lamps  by 
miners  was  dangerous.  Jerre  H.  Wheelwright, 
vice-president  of  the  Consolidation,  Fairmont  and 
Somerset  Coal  companies,  declared  after  reading 
the  report  that  the  use  of  the  open  lamp  was 
universal  in  the  United  States,  and  there  is  no 
danger  arising  from  its  use,  except  where  there 
may  be  an  accumulation  of  gas.  He  points  out 
that  the  safety  lamp  gives  insufficient  light  for 
the  miner  to  work  by,  and  is  therefore  objec¬ 
tionable  except  where  its  use  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary.  Constant  inspection  where  the  open  light 
is  used  prevents  any  chance  of  trouble  from  it, 
Mr.  Wheelwright  contends. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Officials  at  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  pier  at  Cur¬ 
tis  Bay  are  crowing  over  what  they  claim  is 
the  record  rapid  loading  of  bituminous.  Just 
7,504  tons  of  coal  were  loaded  on  the  new  col¬ 
lier  Malden  in  eight  and  a  quarter  working  hours. 
The  coal  was  a  Consolidation  Coal  Company  con¬ 
signment  for  Boston. 

Charles  W.  Hendley,  of  the  C.  W.  Hendley 
Coal  Company,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip 
south,  where  he  went  on  business,  in  company 
with  his  wife.  While  traveling  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  railway  near  Tampa  the  train  was 
wrecked,  and  the  car  in  which  Mr.  Hendley  and 
his  wife  were  traveling  was  overturned.  Both 
escaped  injury,  other  than  a  severe  shaking  up. 


Demurrage  in  Illinois. 


(Concluded  from  page  17.) 

freight  in  car-load  lots,  and  the  property  is  of 
such  character  that  the  cars  in  which  it  is 
transported  furnish  a  proper  and  safe  place 
for  the  same,  so  that  it  is  not  liable  to  damage 
or  deterioration  arising  from  heat  or  cold  or 
the  elements,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  rea¬ 
son  for  requiring  the  transporting  company  to 
seek  a  warehouse  of  another  and  add  the  cost 
of  removal  to  the  cost  of  storage  when  said 
freight  may  properly  be  held  in  storage  in  the 
cars  in  which  the  same  was  carried;  and  af¬ 
ter  notice  to  the  consignee  and  a  reasonable 
time  to  remove  the  same,  reasonable  storage 
charges  may  be  collected  therefor  and  the 
freight  held  for  the  payment  thereof.” 

This  precise  question  seems  not  to  have  been 
before  this  court  previous  to  the  present  case. 

In  1891  the  attorney  general  of  this  state,  in 
an  opinion  to  the  Railroad  Warehouse  Com¬ 
missioners  in  complaint  No.  64  Union  Brew¬ 
ing  Company,  of  Peoria  vs|  Chicago,  Burling¬ 
ton  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  and  com¬ 
plaint  No.  71,  Lyon  &  Scott  vs.  Peoria  &  Pekin 
Union  Railroad  Company  said  Section  5  of  the 
act  in  relation  to  receiving,  carrying  and  de¬ 
livering  grain  in  this  state  provides  that  a  con¬ 
signee  of  grain  transported  in  bulk  shall  have 
twenty-four  hours,  free  of  expense,  after  actual 
notice  of  arrival,  in  which  to  remove  the  same 
from  the  cars  of  such  railroad  corporation. 
There  would  seem  to  be  an  implied  right,  un¬ 
der  the  statute,  to  charge  for  a  longer  deten¬ 
tion  than  the  twenty-four  hours  which  the 
statute  names.  Indeed,  no  reason  is  perceived 
in  law  or  justice  why  an  unreasonable  and 
unnecessary  detention  of  cars  by  consignees 
should  not  be  paid  for;  and  the  car  service 
association  seems,  from  the  proof  before  us,  to 
be  only  an  agency  established  to  keep  account 
of  claims  so  arising  and  enforce  them.  The 
charges  so  made  were  thought  to  be  reason¬ 
able,  under  all  circumstances.  Demurrage  is 
an  important  subject,  which  has  arisen  in  a 
practical  way  only  within  late  years  and  long 
after  our  statute  for  the  regulation  of  rail¬ 
roads  was  passed.  It  does  not  follow  that  be¬ 
cause  there  is  no  statutory  regulation  of  the 
question  there  is  no  law.  Mr.  Elliott  in  his 
work  on  Railroads,  Vol.  4,  Section  1567,  says: 
‘But  while  it  is  true  (probably)  that  this  right 
is  derived,  by  analogy,  from  the  maritime  law 
as  administered  in  America,  the  more  recent 
authorities  have  almost  unanimously  upheld 
the  right  of  railroad  companies  to  make  de¬ 
murrage  charges  in  proper  cases.” 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


B.  N.  Cole  of  the  Tidewater  Coal  Company, 
New  York,  visited  several  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  coal  centers  this  week. 

The  Natalie  colliery  in  Northumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  which  has  been  idle  for 
five  years,  has  resumed  operations. 

A.  W.  Hillebrand  of  the  A.  W.  Hillebrand 
Company,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  re¬ 
turned  on  Tuesday  from  a  six  weeks’  trip  to 
Florida. 

The  Glenwood  shaft  of  the  Hillside  Coal 
Company,  at  Mayfield,  is  still  flooded  with 
water,  and  it  will  be  several  weeks  before  it 
can  be  pumped  out. 

The  Western  Maryland  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  New  York  City,  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  Delaware,  will  increase  the  capital 
stock  from  $100,000  to  $2,000,000. 

The  Reading  Railway  Company,  it  is  said, 
will  this  week  commence  loading  buckwheat 
coal  at  its  docks  at  Reading,  and  will  move 
twenty  or  more  cars  daily.  This  fuel  will  be 
used  on  the  locomotives.  The  Reading  has 
about  50,000  tons  of  buckwheat  stored  at  this 
point. 

The  Georges  Creek  Coal  &  Iron  Company  is 
preparing  to  sink  a  new  shaft  near  Fairview, 
W.  Va.  The  work  will  be  well  under  way  by 
spring.  To  reach  the  new  opening,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  to  con¬ 
struct  two  miles  of  road  on  the  Paw  Paw  di¬ 
vision. 

Charles  E.  Lester  of  New  York,  Imperial 
Modoc  of  the  Order  of  Kokoals,  left  Thurs¬ 
day  on  a  trip  west  in  the  interest  of  the  Or¬ 
der.  Mr.  Lester  will  attend  a  koruskation  at 
Cleveland  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  and  will 
later  visit  Indianapolis,  Chicago,  Minneapolis 
and  other  western  points. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Coal  Company .  New 
York,  has  been  incorporated  at  Albany.  The 
capital  stock  is  named  at  $1,000,000.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  company  is  to  develop  coal  prop¬ 
erties  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Directors  are  Neil 
A.  Weathers  and  Millard  C.  Humstone,  No.  62 
Cedar  street,  New  York,  and  Ross  A.  Mackey, 
No.  56  St.  John’s  place,  Brooklyn. 

Ernest  M.  Munn,  formerly  a  coal  dealer  in 
New  York,  has  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy, 
with  liabilities  of  $18,767  and  no  assets.  The 
debts  were  contracted  in  1807,  and  he  made  an 
assignment  in  May  of  that  year.  Among  the 
creditors  are  the  Coaldale  Mining  Company, 
$9,271;  Chatfield  Bituminous  Coal  Corporation, 
$4,607;  Barber  &  Zeigler,  $2,453. 

Leon  Schrager  of  Pittston,  Pa.,  has  recently 
come  into  possession  of  a  two-third  interest  in 
a  large  tract  of  coal  land  in  Carbondale  town¬ 
ship.  There  is  also  a  breaker  on  the  premises, 
fully  equipped  and  ready  for  operation,  with  a 
capacity  of  from  fifty  to  100  tons  a  day.  Op¬ 
eration  of  the  property  has  been  commenced 
under  the  name  of  the  Schrager-Forschner 
Coal  Company. 

The  Hillside  Coal  &  Iron  Company  has  com¬ 
menced  the  erection  of  a  large  washery  at  its 
No.  2  breaker  at  Forest  City,  Pa.  The  build¬ 
ing  will  be  largely  of  concrete,  and  will  cost 
$50,000.  It  will  be  the  most  modern  washery 
in  the  valley.  During  the  erection  of  the 
washery  it  will  be  necessary  to  close  down  the 
Forest  City  breaker,  and  all  the  coal  from  the 
various  openings  in  that  locality  will  be  run 
through  the  Clifford  breaker. 

The  reports  from  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  of  the 
closing  down  of  the  American  Locomotive 
Company  plants  have  been  officially  denied. 
The  Dunkirk  plant  is  said  to  have  enough 
work  ahead  to  keep  it  going  on  reduced  scale 
up  to  April  30.  In  fact,  the  company  is  de¬ 
bating  as  to  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
close  down  any  of  the  plants  other  than  the 
ones  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  Providence,  R.  I. 
One  of  the  most  valuable  assets  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  its  army  of  skilled  workmen,  and  it  is 


the  policy  of  the  company  to  keep  its  organi¬ 
zation  together  by  working  the  men  on  re¬ 
duced  time  at  repairs  and  renewals. 

The  New  Haven  road  has  announced  a  cut 
in  the  salaries  of  officers  and  subordinates  of 
the  company  having  salaries  of  $2,000  upward 
of  ten  per  cent.  Of  those  who  receive  salaries 
between  $1,200  and  $2,000,  the  reduction  will 
be  five  per  cent.  The  reduction  went  into  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  first  and  will  save  the  company 
$125,000  a  year.  The  company  hopes  to  be 
able  to  avoid  any  cut  in  wages.  Reductions 
of  various  payrolls  have  already  made  amount 
to  about  $70,000  a  week. 

The  Fernwood  mines  of  the  Hillside  Coal  & 
Iron  Company,  near  Yatesville,  will  resume 
operations  on  March  10,  when  the  coal  which 
has  heretofore  been  prepared  for  market  at  the 
Fernwood  breaker,  which  was  recently  burned 
down,  will  be  taken  to  the  Butler  breaker  for 
preparation,  thus  increasing  the  output  of  this 
breaker  from  500  to  700  tons  a  day.  The  mine 
is  being  overhauled  inside,  and  five  new  West- 
inghouse  electric  locomotives  have  been  in¬ 
stalled,  which  will  make  this  mine  first  class 
in  every  respect. 

Preparations  are  being  made  to  open  the 
old  Red  Ash  slope  in  the  Bliss  mine  near 
Wilkesbarre.  This  slope  was  closed  down  six 
years  ago,  and  allowed  to  fill  with  water.  A 
little  over  a  year  ago  a  200-horsepower  electric 
hoist  was  installed  and  the  water  taken  out. 
The  work  of  draining  the  mine  is  now  com¬ 
plete,  and  miners  can  soon  go  to  work.  Elec¬ 
tric  locomotives  will  be  installed  to  haul  the 
coal  to  the  foot  of  the  slope,  while  an  elec¬ 
trically  driven  pump  will  be  used  to  keep  it 
free  from  water.  It  is  calculated  that  over 
300  cars  of  coal  will  be  taken  out  daily  when 
work  in  the  slope  is  resumed. 

Curtis-Blaisdell  Company,  coal  dealers,  New 
York,  have  instituted  a  suit  in  the  United 
States  circuit  court  at  Parkersburg,  W.  Va., 
against  the  Virginia  &  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  for  $85,000.  The  bill  alleges  that  the 
defendants  were  to  ship  the  entire  product  of 
their  mines  to  the  plaintiffs  under  contract, 
which,  it  is  claimed,  they  failed  to  do.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  some  of  the  representatives  of  the 
defendant  company,  the  suit  grows  out  of  a 
transaction  dating  back  to  1902,  the  year  of 
the  strike,  and  they  deny  that  there  was  a  con¬ 
tract  whereby  all  their  product  was  to  be 
shipped  to  the  New  York  coal  company. 

The  coal  trade  of  the  east  will  sympathize 
with  Percival  B.  Heilner,  general  agent  of  the 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company,  New 
York,  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  Jane  Reid, 
daughter  of  the  late  William  Reid,  which  oc¬ 
curred  on  Monday,  at  their  home  in  Elizabeth, 
N.  J.  Mrs.  Heilner  has  been  ill  for  several 
months,  and  while  her  condition  was  consid¬ 
ered  serious  for  several  weeks,  none  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  shock  which  her  death  gave. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  family 
residence,  No.  967  East  Jersey  street,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  N.  J.,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  many 
members  of  the  coal  trade  from  New  York 
City  attending. 

The  Dodge  colliery  in  Bellevue  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  started  to  work 
on  Monday,  after  having  been  shut  down  since 
last  June.  The  mine  was  closed  while  the 
company  was  sinking  a  shaft  to  reach  a  lower 
vein.  The  upper  veins  were  beginning  to  show 
signs  of  exhaustion,  and  while  all  the  coal  has 
not  yet  been  removed  from  the  old  veins,  the 
company  finds  that  it  will  be  more  profitable 
to  work  them  in  conjunction  with  the  new 
vein.  The  new  shaft  is  constructed  on  the 
latest  principles  of  mining  engineering.  The 
breaker  has  also  undergone  considerable  im¬ 
provement  so  as  to  take  care  of  the  output 
of  the  two  veins.  The  old  vein  has  been  prac¬ 
tically  retimbered  throughout. 

For  the  week  ending  February  22  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad  carried  coal  and  coke  origi¬ 


nated  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie 
as  follows:  Anthracite,  83,620  tons;  bituminous, 
642,836  tons;  coke,  139,650  tons;  a  total  of 
866,166  tons.  The  year  up  to  February  22 
shows  a  slight  falling  off  in  anthracite  and  a 
heavy  decrease  in  soft  coal  and  coke  ship¬ 
ments,  as  compared  with  last  year.  Of  anthra¬ 
cite  the  road  carried  in  this  period  742,547 
tons,  against  757,620  tons  in  1907.  The 
bituminous  figures  are  4,581,516  tons  this  year 
and  5,491,444  tons  last  year.  The  shipments 
of  coke  for  the  period  were  1,015,589  tons  in 
1908  and  2,037,845  in  1907. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  re¬ 
cently  organized  Western  Maryland  Coal 
Mining  Company,  of  Allegany  county,  held  in 
Cumberland,  Md.,  February  24,  the  following 
were  elected  directors  for  the  ensuing  year: 
W.  C.  Devecmon,  Lloyd  Lowndes  and  J.  S. 
Devecmon  of  Cumberland;  M.  P.  Gannon  of 
Westernport,  Md. ;  and  J.  K.  Wimbrough  of 
New  York  City.  The  directors  organized  and 
elected  J.  K.  Wimbrough  president  and  M.  P. 
Gannon,  secretary  and  treasurer.  This  com¬ 
pany  has  secured  750  acres  of  Cumberland 
coal,  near  Westernport,  Md.,  and  is  preparing 
to  install  thereon  a  modern  plant  equipped  to 
produce  1,000  tons  per  day. 

The  New  Haven  road  has  been  notified  by 
the  American  Railway  Association  that  on  the 
question  of  car  demurrage,  the  proposition  has 
been  ratified  to  reduce  the  demurrage  rate 
from  fifty  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  per  diem. 
The  New  Haven  road  will  go  back  into  the  as¬ 
sociation  with  the  proviso  that  in  any  future 
change  of  rate  it  shall  receive  notice  sufficient 
time  ahead  to  give  it  full  opportunity  to  with¬ 
draw  again.  The  New  Haven  has  been  out 
of  the  association  since  October  1,  but  has  been 
charging  up  demurrage  to  itself  at  the  old  fifty- 
cent  rate.  With  a  number  of  connecting 
roads,  the  New  Haven  road  has  already  set¬ 
tled  on  the  new  basis  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
diem,  and  will  probably  do  so  with  the  re¬ 
mainder,  resulting  in  a  saving  of  approximately 
$309,000. 

The  Senate  committee  on  railroads  and 
canals  of  the  New  Jersey  legislature  have  held 
its  second  hearing  on  the  question  of  having 
an  investigation  made  as  to  the  disuse  of  the 
Delaware  and  Raritan  canal.  Mr.  Apgar  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  said  that  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  had  no  objection  to  any  legitimate  in¬ 
vestigation  of  its  management  of  the  canal. 
A.  P.  Gest,  superintendent  of  the  Belvidere 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  the 
Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  said  that  there 
had  been  a  decline  in  freight  traffic  on  the 
canal  because  manufacturers,  merchants  and 
shippers  prefer  modern  methods  of  transporta¬ 
tion.  The  railroads  had  taken  the  place  of 
canals  just  as  the  mowing  machine  had  sup¬ 
planted  the  scythe.  Small  boats  on  canals  do 
not  pay.  When  the  canal  was  opened  it  was 
commensurate  with  the  demands  of  traffic. 
The  decadence  of  the  waterway  system  is  a 
fact. 

Says  the  Wilkesbarre  Times-Lcader :  One 
year  hence  the  mine  workers  of  the  anthracite 
region  will  make  an  effort  to  induce  the  op¬ 
erators  to  increase  the  present  standard  of 
rates  and  wages,  and  what  will  be  the  outcome 
cannot  be  conjectured  at  this  early  date. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  the  fact,  however, 
that  the  mine  workers  have  already  outlined 
their  program,  for  when  the  organizers  come 
here  during  the  early  spring  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  entice  the  mine  workers  to  join  the 
union  again,  will  they  be  in  position  to  tell 
what  may  be  expected.  President  Mitchell 
will  not  come  here  with  the  other  national  offi¬ 
cers,  though  it  is  his  plan  to  visit  the  anthra¬ 
cite  region  before  his  term  of  office  expires. 
It  is  understood  that  he  will  make  his  fare¬ 
well  address  from  Wilkesbarre,  where  he  di¬ 
rected  two  of  the  greatest  of  strikes,  and  it  was 
here  that  the  announcement  of  the  victories 
were  first  made. 
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Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


li  The  Fowler  &  Wilson  Coal  Company 
1  has  been  organized  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa, 
i  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 

The  Somerset  Real  Estate  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  organized  at  Camden,  N. 
J.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $125,000.  1  he 
incorporators  are  Guy  E.  Flyte,  A.  E. 
Michael  and  J.  C.  Flyte. 

The  Middleton  Coal  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.,  with  $300,000  capital  stock.  The 
directors  are  T.  H.  Shepherd.  A.  J. 
Hoover  and  A.  J.  McMahon,  all  of  Ok¬ 
lahoma  City. 

Western  Coal  Mining  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  and  officers  of  the  new  con¬ 
cern  are  F.  W.  Carpenter,  president, 
and  W.  W.  Carpenter,  secretary. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Coal  Company  has 
been  incorporated  with  offices  at  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  by  N.  A.  Weathers,  M.  C. 
Humstone  and  R.  A.  Mackey.  I  he  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  new  concern  is  to  develop 
coal  and  mineral  lands  and  the  capital 
stock  is  $1,000,000. 

Aticles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Trinity  Fuel  Company, 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The 
company  will  have  offices  at  Guthrie, 
Okla.,  and  Dallas,  Texas.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  R.  C.  Remington,  Charles 
Schwardts  and  H.  W.  Pentecost. 

The  Littell  Brothers  Coal  Mining 
Company  has  been  incorporated  at  Col¬ 
orado  Springs,  Colo.,  for  the  purpose  of 
mining  coal  extensively  in  that  state. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  new  concern  is 
$100,000,  and  the  incorporators  are  W. 
T.  Littell,  H.  L.  Littell  and  J.  A.  Lit¬ 
tell. 

Knight,  McFadden  &  Co.  have  incor¬ 
porated  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  acting  as  agents  to  large  coal 
companies.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
concern  is  $25,000,  and  the  incorporators 
are  Frank  C.  Knight,  Edward  C.  Mc¬ 
Fadden,  Edward  M.  Keating  and  Mel¬ 
vin  M.  Garrison. 


Eastern  Notes. 

All  of  the  collieries  of  the  Reading 
Coal  Company  which  have  been  idle  for 
the  last  few  weeks,  have  now  resumed 
,  operations  and  it  is  expected  that  within 
the  next  month  or  six  weeks  will  be 
running  full  time. 

George  McKay  Morrell,  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  coal  and  transportation 
business  in  New  York,  died  a  few  days 
ago  at  his  home,  No.  423  North  Broad 
street,.  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  from  apoplexy. 
Mr.  Morrell  was  62  years  of  age. 

The  statement  is  made  in  the  east  that 
'  many  of  the  railroads  of  Pennsylvania, 
West  Virginia  and  Ohio  are  placing 
large  orders  for  coal,  especially  in  the 
Hocking  Valley  fields  and  this  coal  is 
!  being  stored  in  many  of  the  idle  cars 
1  of  the  different  companies. 

The  Equitable  mine  of  the  Pittsburgh 
j  Coal  Company  at  Webster,  Pa.,  has  re¬ 
sumed  operations.  The  operation  was 
'  closed  down  about  a  month  ago  because 


the  men  refused  to  use  the  new  flame¬ 
less  powder  recently  introduced  by  the 
company.  This  matter  has  now  been 
amicably  adjusted. 

The  Clinchfield  Coal  Corporation,  of 
which  John  H.  Winder  is  president,  has 
purchased  a  tract  of  coal  land  near 
Charleston  on  the  Cooper  river.  The 
office  of  the  company  is  at  Roanoke,  Va., 
and  the  newly  acquired  property  will  be 
used  for  the  erection  of  coal  bunkers 
and  other  facilities  for  shipping  pur¬ 
poses. 

The  property  of  the  Garret  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  near  Somerset,  Pa.,  has  been  sold 
for  the  sum  of  $2,510.  The  property 
was  disposed  of  by  Sheriff  Begley  on 
account  of  a  suit  brought  by  Edward  E. 
Robbins  and  others.  The  holdings  of 
the  concern  included  2,807  acres  of  land, 
a  large  coal  mine,  a  number  of  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  and  a  large  amount  of  val¬ 
uable  machinery.  The  name  of  the  pur¬ 
chaser  has  not  been  divulged  but  it  is 
stated  that  agents  of  the  company  pur¬ 
chased  the  property. 


Western  Notes. 

A  petition  has  been  filed  in  the  fed¬ 
eral  clerk's  office  at  Peoria,  111.,  asking 
that  the  Phoenix  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Cornell,  111.,  be  declared  bank¬ 
rupt. 

George  W.  Williams,  of  Williams 
Brothers,  coal  dealers,  at  Grand  Rap¬ 
ids,  Mich.,  was  fined  $20  and  costs  a 
few  days  ago  for  short  weighting  125 
pounds  on  a  delivery  of  500  pounds. 

Mrs.  Asa  Sargant,  of  Linton,  Ind., 
has  brought  suit  against  the  Shirley  Hill 
Coal  Company,  of  that  place,  for  $20,- 
000,  as  the  result  of  an  accident  which 
resulted  in  the  death  of  her  husband. 

Oscar  Layne  has  been  appointed  re¬ 
ceiver  of  the  Robert  Field  Pig  Iron, 
Steel  &  Coke  Company,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  The  company  is  capitalized  at 
$500,000  and  the  liabilities  are  given  at 
$75,000. 

Word  has  been  received  by  Illinois 
Central  officials  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  that 
about  ten  thousand  tons  of  coal  is  to  be 
stored  there  in  the  next  few  weeks.  This 
precaution  has  been  deemed  advisable  in 
view  of  the  threatened  upheaval  in  coal 
mining  circles. 

The  mine  of  the  Peacock  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Massey,  Ind.,  near  Princeton, 
was  damaged  a  few  days  ago  by  cave- 
in,  the  amount  of  damage  done  being 
estimated  at  about  $10,000.  Over  $4,000 
worth  of  miners’  tools  were  buried.  The 
cave-in  will  throw  about  150  men  out 
of  work,  but  some  of  these  will  likely 
be  given  employment  in  the  new  mine 
which  the  company  opened  a  short  time 
ago. 

Colonel  J.  A.  Owenby,  western  rep¬ 
resentative  of  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  re¬ 
cently  paid  $180,000  cash  for  five  thou¬ 
sand  acres  of  coal  land  located  near 
Trinidad,  Colo.  The  property  was  pur¬ 


chased  from  the  Turner  Fuel  &  Iron 
Company  and  is  to  be  consolidated  with 
the  holdings  of  the  Woolen  Land  & 
Coal  Company,  which  holdings  were  ac¬ 


quired  by  Mr.  Morgan  a  few  months 
ago.  The  Santa  Fe  railroad  has  already- 
started  the  work  of  building  a  new 
branch  line  to  the  camp. 


(OFFICIAL  PUBLICATION.) 

REPORT  OF  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 

RAILWAY  EXCHANGE  BANK, 

at  Chicago,  State  of  Illinois .  before  the  commencement  of  business  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
February ,  iqo8%  as  made  to  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts ,  for  the  Stato  of  Illinois ,  pur¬ 
suant  to  law. 

RESOURCES. 

Loans  and  discounts . $620,586.28 

Overdrafts  .  903.23 

-  $621,489.51 

United  States  bonds,  including  premiums . 

Other  bonds  and  securities,  including  premiums .  157,689.08 

-  157,689.08 

Banking  house . . . 

Other  real  estate  owned  by  the  bank . 

Furniture  and  fixtures  .  18,000.00 

-  18,000.00 

Due  from  national  banks .  43,878.40 

Due  from  state  banks  and  bankers .  49,640.45 

-  93,518.85 

Exchanges  for  clearing  house . 

Checks  and  other  cash  items .  15,363.84 

Collections  in  transit  .  1,460.00 

-  16,823.84 

Cash  on  hand — 

a.  Gold  coin  .  665.00 

Gold  coin,  treasury  certificates .  10,020.00 

b.  Silver  coin  .  2,661.55 

Silver  coin,  treasury  certificates .  15,820.00 

c.  National  bank  currency  .  2,000.00 

d.  Legal  tender  and  treasury  notes .  10,000.00 

e.  Fractional  currency,  nickels  and  cents .  3,370.97 

-  44,537.52 

Total  .  $952,058.80 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital  stock  paid  in . $250,000.00 

Surplus  fund  . . . 

Undivided  profits,  less  expenses  and  taxes  paid .  16,946.16 

-  $266,946.16 

Dividends  unpaid  . 

Time  deposits,  savings  . 85,908.46 

Time  deposits,  certificates .  733.00 

-  86,641.46 

Demand  deposits,  individual  .  558,867.36 

Demand  deposits,  certificates  .  3,916.49 

Demand  deposits,  certified  checks .  1,850.20 

Demand  deposits,  cashier’s  check .  3,832.72 

- -  568,466.77 

Due  to  other  banks,  national .  30,004.41 

Due  to  other  banks,  state  banks  and  bankers . 

-  30,004.41 

Total_ .  $95^051:^ 

State  of  Illinois,  County  of  Cook,  ss. 

I,  George  Merryweather,  President  of  Railway  Exchange  Bank,  do 
solemnly  szvear  that  the  above  statement  is  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knozvl- 
edge  and  belief.  George  Merryweather,  President. 

Subscribed  and  szvorn  to  before  me,  this  21st  day  of  February,  igo8. 
[seal.]  Thomas  J.  Gregory,  Notary  Public. 


CP  BOWMAN  MINER  and  SHIPPER 

.  Us  DUvvlTlnll  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 


(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  "LOPEZ" 

“Bneh  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  "Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  liehlgh”  "Best”  <«as 

“Iftlkes  Btm'’  "White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthraelte  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsvllle,  Latrsbe,  Gnllltnln  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R.. 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R„  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
5sckett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
doola.N.  Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  is  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fred  an  la,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  noaae  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CD 


COAL  FOR  SALE 

S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 

CHICACO  TOLEDO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  March  5 — ( Special 
Correspondence.) — A  slightly  firmer  tone 
is  noticeable  in  the  market,  but  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  still  in  a  rather  depressed  condi¬ 
tion.  A  few  shippers  are  issuing  circu¬ 
lars  to  the  trade,  advising  the  taking  on 
•of  stock  in  preparation  for  a  possible 
suspension  of  mining  operations  after 
April  1.  The  adjournment  of  the  con¬ 
ference  of  operators,  at  Indianapolis  last 
week,  without  having  reached  any  con¬ 
clusion  with  the  miners  and  the  call  for 
a  special  convention  of  the  national  body 
of  United  Mine  Workers  would  seem  to 
give  color  to  the  theory  held  by  many 
that  there  is  a  fight  in  prospect  and  that 
a  tie-up  of  a  month  or  two  will  result. 

This  view  of  the  situation  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  little  additional  life  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  felt,  and  it  will  undoubtedly 
continue  to  increase  in  some  degree,  even 
to  the  extent,  possibly,  of  giving  the 
market  considerable  strength  after  the 
middle  of  March.  At  the  best,  however, 
the  results  will  not  be  of  a  very  sub¬ 
stantial  nature,  owing  to  the  shortness 
of  the  period  before  the  operators  meet 
again,  on  April  2.  In  case  nothing 
comes  of  this  conference  the  strike 
scare  would  begin  to  appear  as  though 
it  had  some  foundation  in  fact. 


Short  Suspension  Probable 

In  spite  of  all  talk  about  mines  being 
shut  down  during  April  and  May,  it  is 
at  least  a  good  guess  an  agreement  will 
be  reached  very  promptly  between  op¬ 
erators  and  miners  after  the  present 
wage  contract  expires.  This  opinion  is 
based  on  the  belief  that  the  competitive 
states  will  not  want  non-union  fields  to 
get  the  best  of  them  on  lake  and  other 
business  for  the  new  season.  It  also 
seems  to  be  apparent  that  there  is  no 
important  question  at  issue.  The  min¬ 
ers  will  ask  for  no  advance,  and  it  is 
generally  conceded  that  the  operators 
will  not  insist  upon  a  reduction.  There¬ 
fore,  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  the  two  parties  to  the  contract 
should  not  reach  conclusions  within  at 
least  a  week  or  two.  If  the  proposed 
;oint  agreement  could  be  made  to  extend 
to  all  coal  fields  in  the  country,  a  month 
or  six  weeks’  suspension  would,  per¬ 
haps,  be  the  best  thing  that  could  hap¬ 
pen  the  market  at  the  present  time,  but 
as  the  matter  stands  the  shutting  down 
of  a  part  of  the  mines  would  be  of 
doubtful  expediency  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  organized  operator. 


Prices  Still  Irregular. 

Domestic  lump  has  been  selling  of 
late  without  much  regard  for  the  $1.50 
circular,  although  the  best  standard 
grades  have  approached  that  figure. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  weather,  imme¬ 
diate  or  in  prospect,  that  will  bring 
about  a  more  uniform  price,  and  the 
sole  hope  for  better  things  is  based  on 
a  look-for  demand  for  storage  coal. 

Fine  coals  continue  to  be  a  live  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  market,  nut,  pea  and  slack 
bringing  from  65  to  75  cents,  with  de¬ 
mand  somewhat  in  excess  of  supply. 
Coarse  slack  averages  about  55  cents. 
For  Hocking  run-of-mine  90  cents  is 
considered  a  good  price  these  days,  and 
in  this  competition  of  West  Virginia  at 
75  cents  has  to  be  combatted.  Railroad 
fuel  has  been  a  little  stronger  during  the 
past,  week  in  point  of  demand  and  in¬ 
quiries,  but  prices  are  not  very  profita¬ 
ble. 

The  Columbus  retail  market  is  suf¬ 
fering  from  the  effects  of  light  demand, 


incident  to  warm  weather,  and  prices  of 
$3.50  for  Hocking  and  $3.75  for  West 
Virginia  lump  are  being  cut  more  or 
less.  On  the  other  hand  Columbus  deal¬ 
ers  are  able  to  pick  up  coal  at  a  reduc¬ 
tion  from  what  they  paid  for  it  when 
the  present  retail  price  was  first  estab¬ 
lished,  which  more  than  makes  up  for 
the  advantage  given  the  consumer. 


Coal  Road  Earnings. 

In  the  report  of  the  Hocking  Valley 
railroad  for  January,  which  has  just 
been  given  out,  the  bad  condition  of  the 
coal  trade  is  reflected  very  forcibly. 
Coal  forms  about  seventy-five  per  cent 
of  the  entire  tonnage  of  the  road,  and 
the  earnings  are  a  good  barometer  of 
tlie  market.  It  is  the  smallest  showing 
of  any  January  for  a  number  of  years. 
This  was  offset,  in  a  measure,  by  curtail¬ 
ment  of  expenses.  The  footings  are  as 
follows :  Operating  revenues,  $328,833, 
a  decrease  of  $196,000 ;  operating  ex¬ 
penses,  $286,688,  a  decrease  of  $112,000 ; 
net  operating  revenue,  $42,145,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  $81,000  ;  net  income  for  month, 
$5,306,  a  decrease  of  $37,000. 

For  the  seven  months  of  the  fiscal 
year  the  gross  income  was  $4,047,547,  an 
increase  of  $21,000;  net  income  for 
seven  months,  $1,278,772,  an  increase  of 
$177,000. 


Open  St.  Louis  Offices. 

Following  the  opening  up  of  mines  in 
southern  Illinois,  the  Washington  Fuel 
Company,  of  this  city,  has  established 
offices  at  No.  527  Victoria  block,  St. 
Louis.  John  Henderson,  vice  president 
of  the  company,  has  been  placed  in 
charge,  General  Manager  Hughes,  who 
was  considering  the  matter  of  taking 
personal  supervision  of  the  new  branch, 
having  decided  to  remain  in  charge  of 
the  company’s  interests  in  this  field.  The 
Illinois  mines  have  a  capacity  of  1,500 
tons  daily,  of  a  fine  grade  of  coal,  and 
the  new  enterprise  is  meeting  with  much 
encouragement  in  the  way  of  sales  and 
contracts.  Announcement  of  this  de¬ 
parture  was  sent  out  on  Washington’s 
birthday,  which  the  company,  in  honor 
of  the  original  bearer  of  its  name,  cele¬ 
brates  in  some  manner  each  year. 


Briefs  and  Personals. 

W.  E.  Rapp,  of  Sabina,  Ohio,  retail 
dealer,  was  in  the  city  on  Friday  last. 

R.  St.  John,  of  the  Saulsbury  Coal 
Company,  was  in  the  city  on  Monday 
last. 

Charles  Hill,  a  prominent  coal  man, 
of  Wellston,  Ohio,  was  in  Columbus  on 
Monday. 

Ed.  C.  Phillips,  a  Dayton,  Ohio,  job¬ 
ber,  was  among  the  week’s  visitors  in 
Columbus. 

L.  C.  Breedon,  president  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  left  for  Cin¬ 
cinnati  on  Tuesday. 

L.  C.  Marion,  the  well-known  retail 
dealer  of  South  Parsons  avenue,  is  con¬ 
valescent  from  a  very  serious  illness. 

George  Golsen  and  G.  W.  Sandall,  of 
the  Golsen  Coal  Company,  Chicago, 
were  among  last  week’s  callers  upon 
the  local  coal  trade. 

William  Job,  of  Chicago,  president  of 
the  Nelsonville  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
Nelsonville,  Ohio,  was  in  Columbus  for 
several  days  recently. 


Harry  Wantz,  of  the  W.  H.  Wantz 
Lumber  &  Coal  Company  and  Mr.  Gore, 
of  Gore  &  Webber,  both  of  Miamis- 
lnirg,  Ohio,  were  callers  at  the  offices 
of  the  Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
during  the  week. 

D.  H.  Potts,  retail  dealer,  of  Gibson- 
burg,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  on  Tuesday. 
T.  W.  Dawson,  general  manager  of  the 
Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company,  Ward, 
W.  Va.,  was  calling  upon  friends  in  the 
coal  trade  here  last  week. 

T.  L.  Henritze  and  J.  W.  Myers,  of 
tne  Hall  Coal  &  Mining  Company, 
Welsh,  W.  Va.,  and  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Bramwell,  W.  Va.,  one  of  the  principal 
stockholders  of  the  Welsh  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  were  in  Columbus  last  week. 

E.  E.  Heiner,  vice  president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Conjpany,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  James 
Patton,  superintendent  of  the  company’s 
docks  at  Superior,  Wis.,  were  in  con¬ 
sultation  at  headquarters  here  on  Tues¬ 
day. 


Coal  Mining  in  Germany. 

An  outline  of  the  conditions  in  the 
coal-mining  industry  in  the  Ruhr  dis¬ 
trict  of  Germany  is  furnished  by  Consul 
H.  J.  Dunlap,  of  Cologne : 

The  coal  district  of  the  Ruhr,  in  west 
Prussia,  is  one  of  the  most  important 
and  extensive  in  the  Empire.  Owing  to 
the  high  prices  for  coal  the  official  re¬ 
ports  regarding  wages  of  miners  in  this 
district  for  the  third  quarter  of  1907 
were  awaited  with  considerable  expect¬ 
ancy,  owing  to  the  connection  between 
the  wages  paid  for  mining  and  the 
prices  at  which  the  product  is  sold. 

To  the  public  demands  for  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  price  of  coal  the  mine  own¬ 
ers  reply  that  it  is  impossible,  owing  to 
the  high  wages  paid  miners,  which  are 
still  increasing;  besides  that  the  new 
laws  regulating  the  payment  of  sick 
benefits  and  pensions  to  disabled  min¬ 
ers  and  their  families  will,  even  if  re¬ 
jected  by  the  miners,  considerably  in¬ 
crease  the  expense  to  the  mine  owners 
by  many  million  marks.  At  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  National  Miners’  Con¬ 
gress  in  Berlin  the  leaders  of  the  min¬ 
ers’  unions  in  the  Ruhr  district  com¬ 
plained  of  much  want  and  misery  among 
their  members. 

The  year  1900  has  long  been  cited  as 
a  period  of  high  wages,  but  in  1906  the 
miners  began  a  movement  for  higher 
pay.  This  failed  during  1906-7,  because 
all  statistics,  even  those  of  the  miners’ 
association,  showed  the  demands  of  the 
workmen  to  be  unjustified,  and  the 
claims  of  the  mine  owners  that  they 


'were  paying  all  the  wages  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  would  stand  were  verified. 

In  the  following  comparison  of  the 
wages  per  diem  of  coal  in  the  Ruhr 
district  only  the  three  chief  classes  of 
miners  are  considered.  The  young  em¬ 
ployees,  who  number  about  3j4  per  cent 
of  the  whole,  are  not  considered  in  the 
statistics.  The  amount  of  wage  given 
is  the  net  sum  paid  after  all  deductions 
for  insurance  and  invalid  rates.  Sal¬ 
aries  paid  officials,  office  employees,  and 
inspectors  are  not  included.  The  state¬ 
ment  is  as  follows  (mark=23.8  cents)  : 


Class  of  employes —  1900. 

Miners  . 5.16 

Other  underg’d  workers. 3.36 
Adult  la'borers  . 3.32 

Average  . 4.18 

Increase,  third  quarter,  19( 

Miners  . 

Other  underground  workers. 

Adult  laborers  . 

Average  . 18.2  22.6 

The  mine  workers  are  required  to  pay 
large  sums  for  the  purpose  of  invalid 
and  accident  insurance.  In  1905  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  coal  miners’  association  of 
Bochum  had  to  pay  per  annum,  on  the 
average,  27.15  marks  for  sick  fund, 
39.80  marks  for  pension  fund,  and  8.87 
marks  for  invalid  fund,  a  total  of  75.82 
marks  ($18.04).  To  these  funds  the 
mine  owner  is  required  by  law  to  con¬ 
tribute  as  much  or  more.  Taking  these 
facts  into  consideration  and  also  the 
fact  that  the  new  law  regulating  these 
funds  will  add  at  least  10,000,000  marks 
to  the  expenses  of  the  mine  owners  in 
this  district,  an  increase  in  the  cost  of 
fuel  to  the  consumer  is  most  probable. 

The  number  of  adult  employees  in  the 
Ruhr  district  increased  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  quarters  of  1907  from 
288,833  to  292,309.  To  this  might  be 
added  the  miners  in  Rhenish  Prussia 
and  the  further  increase  in  this  district 
during  October  and  November,  and  it 
would  be  safe  to  say  that  the  total  would 
amount  to  310,000  men  employed  at  the 
present  time  in  the  Rhenish  Westpha¬ 
lian  mining  district,  in  which  number 
the  officials,  office  force,  supervisors  and 
inspectors  are  not  included. 


1905. 

Third 

quarter 

1907. 

4.84 

6.09 

3.40 

4.09 

3.42 

3.90 

- - 

- - - 

4.03 

4.94 

over — 

1900. 

1905. 

%. 

%. 

25.8 

.  .21.7 

20.3 

14.0 

Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 

Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Min*  31.  - Shtf.r  Nine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Seoy-Treas. 

Detroit  Office :  88*91  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merldeth,  Vict-Prea. 

Miner*  and  Shipper* 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leaden — ** Manhattan" 
lump  reacreaned,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManlfal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVeanish,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  37 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . . . 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. . 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  303  Dear¬ 
born  St . 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg1. . .  35 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  356  Dearborn 

St . 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg. 

Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  9 

Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  35 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  32 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 33 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  6 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg. 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg... 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  215  Dearborn  St. 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg... 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  355  Dearborn  St... 
Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. . . . 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. 
Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  2 

Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 

Chicago  .  7 

Peoria. — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  8 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke. .  32 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  30 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Davis  C.  &  C.  Co .  9 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  3 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St .  34 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  32 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St.  . .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  Si  C.  Co.,  35  Con¬ 
gress  St .  36 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St . * . 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

141  Milk  St . 4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  St  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

letroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg.  . .  86 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  82 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sunday  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Blag .  I 

Iscanaha — 

i  C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA. 

HUuth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  80 

Iinneapolls — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 


PAGE 

D..  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  St  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  35 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  33 
Philadelphia  St  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  5 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 


Press  Bldg .  33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co . . .  30 


MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 


D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  St  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  32 

Castner,  Curran  St  Bullitt,  1  Broadway _ 34 

Chesapeake  St  Ohio  Coal  St  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  35 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Davis  Coal  St  Coke  Co.,  1  Broad,way .  9 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  St  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Landstreet  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  33 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  30 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  St  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 
Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co....  6 

Philadelphia  St  Reading  Coal  Sc  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H.,  Sc  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  5 

Ward  St  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  8c  Eddy .  37 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg _  10 

Utica — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co . 1  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  Sc  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  35 

Castner,  Curran  8t  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  34 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  St  Ohio  C.  St  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library .  35 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  32 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . . . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  8t  C.  Co...  30 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  35 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  32 

New  River  Cons.  C.  8t  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Cc.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  86 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  88 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 

K.  &  O.  Fuel  Co .  36 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  83 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  88 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  16 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  37 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  32 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg . “ . .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  lo 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia . 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 


ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg.  . . .' . ' .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 

*  Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg . 39 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie— 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 


Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co _ 32 

Nicoll,  B„  &  Co.,  232  6th  Ave . 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 

c  toil - 

Bowman,  C.  C .  37 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chuuk — 

Whitney  8t  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Heading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — - 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co..  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  36 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke— 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt . 36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Charleston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

lYugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 


WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

”  waukee — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  89 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 

Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co. 


Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 


DISTRICT  Or  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  at.  88 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Lc 


Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  87 


London —  ENGLAND.  rxca 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 
Lane .  37 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave _ 10 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  F'enchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 


The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa .  4g 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  41 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co,  141  Broadway,  N  .  Y. .  36 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  61 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Mead-Mornson  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass.  . 49 


Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ollio .  43 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  36 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 


A  Cllll  OldllDU.  A  . .  «« 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  111..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  49 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  44 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  48 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill .  44 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  48 

Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  43 

Jeffrey  Mtg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  38 
Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  43 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg . 40 

Hope  Coal  Machy.  Co.,  Providence .  46 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  18 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago . 44 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 


Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  44 


Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  111..  41 

Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  III..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 
Chicago  .  49 


Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  49 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  49 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  49 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  9 

Westinghouse  Elec.  Co.,  Chicago .  69 


Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 48 

ines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland _ 39 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  47 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  49 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  40 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  49 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  46 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  41 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Porter  Co.,  H.  K.,  Wood  Street,  corner 

Sixth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .  46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 

(Continued  on  Page  40) 
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Che  Black  Diamond 

Prints  the  news  while  it  is  news.  The  coal  trade 
news  of  this  week  appears  in  this  week's  BLACK 
DIAMOND,  not  next  week  or  next  month 
That's  the  reason  it  has  built  up  the  largest  circu- 
ation  of  any  paper  devoted  to  the  coal  trade. 

Its  extensive  circulation  is  the  reason  for  its  having 
the  best  advertising  patronage  of  any  Tournal  of 
its  kind. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gcn’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

o*  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF" 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  &  420.  17  Battery  PIa.ce,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Mines  on  Monongshele.  R.iver,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


We  operate  ovir  own  individual  car. 


GENERAL  OFFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office.  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 
YoughioghenyGas  &S team  Coal 

Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  wWM L- 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated ^CO^^JI^IAL  CONNELLSVILLE  CO  f© 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

A  ^  IT  M  TC  AT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR  CLEVELAND 

AlaC.IV  I  O  A  I  TOLEDO  DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN  AKRON 


Berwind  Fuel  Company  Dock,  Superior,  Wisconsin. 

The  coal  shown  on  this  dock  is  GENUINE  YOUGHIOGHENY  THIN 
VEIN  GAS  COAL.  For  Gas,  Steam  and  Domestic  purposes,  shipped  by  us. 

Not  a  fire  reported  in  any  portion  of  our  1,000,000  ton  shipments  made 
during  season  of  Navigation,  1907.  If  this  interests  you,  write  us. 

THE  MONONGAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  CO. 

CLEVELAND,  O.  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 
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W.  X.  field,  President  and  Treasurer. 


X.  B.  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Auditor. 


X.  S.  MEEVnr,  Cashier.  ; 


TLbc  "Mew  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 


MINER.S  AND  SHIPPERS  OF. 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 


From  the  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 


MINES  : 


Powell's  Run  Nos.  i  and  3,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Greendale, 
Equator,  Kittanning. 


GENERAL  OFPICES, 

50  E.  BROAD  ST.,  COLUMBUS,  O. 

SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Ports, 


REGISTERED 

“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen'l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


CONSULT  US 


Before  buyingthatnext  car  of 
Coal.  We  may  be  able  to  save 
you  some  money  on  it. 
Anyway,  we  know  we  can 
supply  you  with  the  very 
best  coals  mined,  no  matter 
what  kind  you  want.  Our 


WINIFREDE  SPLINTS,  DIANA 
HOCKINC,  BRAZIL  BLOCK, 
P0C0H0NTAS, HYSLVA- 
NIA,  LOYAL  LILY 
SMITHING,  ETC., 


Are,  without  a  single  excep¬ 
tion,  the  leaders  in  their  re¬ 
spective  classes,  and  the  con¬ 
stant  number  of  new  dealers 
who  handle  them  every  year 
proves  they  are  the  most 
profitable.  Write  us  for  prices. 


HOSTLER  COAL  &  COKE  CO. 
GHICACO 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
InternaLtiona.1  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &  Wire  Co. 

Chicago  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co, 
Inland  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
r  year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
“Sample"  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very 
little  value  to  an  advertiser.  That 
is  one  reason  wby  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address  - 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  QBOt.  A.  McILROT 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sole  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  CO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 


Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  als6  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

I  Broadway,  YORK 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

4S  Biwadway.  115S-5S  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittakniw:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  St. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM  r 
DOMESTIC  \ 


'  COAL 


FAIRMONT — COKE 


FOUNDRY 

FURNACE 

CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRF,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives,  SANDERS  &  CO.,  LONDON 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 


Miners  and  Shippers 


Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 

JNO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 


Mines  K.  &  M.  R.y„ 


Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND 

ANTHRACITE 


COAL 


PAYTOJI.  OHIO 


PEAEE,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


of  New  York:,  Colliery  Owners.: 


ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Bembnndt  fetle.  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  6en.  M*r. 

J.  H.  Lutnley,  Treasurer, 

H.  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Sales  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


iTIDEWATER  COAL  CO. 


t  Telephone  4602  Rector 


I  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


STEAM  and  CAS  COAL 
KANAWHA  COAL 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 

INDIVIDUAL  CARS 

Main  Office  New  York  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia  W.  C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARR  ETT” 

Somerset  County  (Pa.)  Smokeless  Coals 

Office,  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SEC'V.  AND  TNEAS. 


ft.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER-KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band,”  “Blue  Creek”  and  “Kelly’s 
Creek,”  Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD,  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1026-16*7 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents 

C.  H.  SPRAGUE  &  SON,  Boston,  Mass. 


CINCINNATI 

C.  B.  FULTZ,  Mgr. 

Union  Trust  Bldg. 

Rooms  1409-10 
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Larvdstreet  Coal  (EL  Coke  Co. 


Conducting  a 
General 


F.  S.  LANDSTREET,  President 

COAL  AND  COKE 
- -  BUSINESS - 


Wholesale  and 
Commission 


MAIN  OFFICE.  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


< 


KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


Cabin  Creek  Splint 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas  and  New  River  75  Mines  the  c-  &.°- 

.  and  k.  &  m.  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nual  Capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Coal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec.-Treas. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply  Co. 


Bituminous,  all  kinds 
Pittston  Anthracite 


211. GRAND  AVENUE.  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


All  Kinds 


DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


AGENTS  AND 
EXCLUSIVE  SHIPPERS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO. 

“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 
“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
“Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 

ALL-RAIL  FACILITIES-CHICAGO 

General  Office:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office:  Plankinton  Building 


COVERED  WHARVES: 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee 


Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 
3,000,000  Tons 


Chicago  Office:  Fisher  Building 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company, 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  Qeneral  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  — DOMESTIC  — PUREST 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


OO  AL 


W.  F.  PARKER.  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.ra.tion 

From  the  model  mines  ol  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co¬ 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co..  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  oi  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES  == 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preiident  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


POCAHONTAS 


T MADE  MARK  REQJSTCRE9 


THE  STANDARD  ,  /'POCAHONTAS 

of  EXCELLENCE  SgggS 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Onr  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

la  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue!  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  '''  C-  c*  B*  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Caal  Branch  Offices 


I  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  f. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  V*. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  street,  Boston.  Mass.  “ 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Weave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C„  Eng. 


W.  S.  BOGLE,  President 


C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President 


JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 


BOG  DEARBORN  STRIJET,  CHICAGO 

PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE,  All  Rail  W.  S.  B.  POCAHONTAS,  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

“CLEAN=CITY”  SMOKELESS,  Mine  Run  Only  CRESCENT  HOCKING,  The  Best  Grade  Mined 

-  -  COVERED  STORAGE.  SHIPPING,  TRANSFER  AND  DEALERS’  YARDS=  -  ~ 

40th  Street  and  Wentworth  Avenue  Halsted  Street  and  Chicago  River  Leavitt  Street  and  Milwaukee  Avenue 


Pockets  for  all  sizes  of  ANTHR-ACITE  from  Grate  to  Dust 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT  OF  THESE  COALS  FROM  MINES  OR  CHICAGO 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  G.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO  ' 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  CAS  COAL 


LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 

NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


Mention  The  Black  Diaici 


when  writin*  advertiser*. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


‘New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - - Branch  Offices  : - - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  News,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  A 

PINEY  FORK 


CO 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

BUILDING  CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


trade  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

SSEr*-  marmet  splint 

MONARCH  (Gtouine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAGEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mines  on  Corbin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  R».ilwe.y. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PR.EPAR.ATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 
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A  dvertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED— To  buy,  one  150-K.W. 

generator,  250  volts,  with  engine  di- 
dectly  connected.  Christian  County 
Coal  Company,  Taylorville,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 

WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 

FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Vva- 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago _ _ 

What  have  you  got  to  sell?  Don’t 

you  want  a  young  man  with  plenty  of 
push  to  help  sell  it?  Have  had  nine 
years’  practical  experience  in  “coal” 
and  would  like  position  with  opera¬ 
ting  company.  Best  of  references  fur¬ 
nished.  Address  Box  64,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  —  Two 

years’  experience  as  yard  clerk  with 
large  company.  Best  of  references. 
Address  Box  66,  care  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  mine  man¬ 
ager  or  mining  engineer;  age  28;  16 
years  in  mines;  3  years  as  mine  man¬ 
ager,  etc.,  Illinois;  certificate,  I.  C.  S. 
diploma.  Box  65,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Ill.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 

WANTED  —  Yard  superintendent 

for  yard  on  northwest  side.  Must  be 
experienced  and  thoroughly  reliable. 
Highest  references  required.  Address 
Box  49,  care  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

FOR  SALE — Good  retail  coal  yard, 

with  a  30-ton  ice  and  cold  storage 
plant  connected;  all  under  one  man¬ 
agement  in  an  Ohio  town  of  12,000  to 
15,000  population;  scarcely  no  compe¬ 
tition.  Price  and  terms  can  be  made 
satisfactory  to  the  right  party;  noth¬ 
ing  but  men  who  mean  business  need 
apply.  Address  W.  M.,  905  W.  High 
street,  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE — 1,100  acres  Sewickley 

coal,  only  $50  per  acre.  This  tract  is 
on  railroad,  in  West  Virginia  and  the 
same  vein  is  being  successfully  mined 
within  one-fourth  mile  of  this  land. 
Speak  quickly  for  this  bargain.  We 
sell  coal  lands  and  mines  on  commis¬ 
sion.  Correspondence  solicited.  Fi¬ 
delity  Realty  Syndicate,  Baltimore, 
Md. 


FOR  SALE — Car  haulage  made  by 

Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company;  also 
one  Erie  City  engine  of  necessary  h.  p. 
to  operate  same.  Cook  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Penn  Square  Building,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa. 

FOR  SALE — Four  66-inch  x  20-foot 
H.  R.  T.  boilers;  sixty-four  4-inch 
tubes;  McClave  shaking  grates.  Last 
city  inspection  100  pounds  working 
pressure  allowed.  Must  be  sold  at 
once.  Box  51,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. _ 

FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  mine, 
Ohio  river  district;  capacity  500  tons 
daily;  new  electric  equipment;  excel¬ 
lent  shipping  facilities;  bargain  for 
cash;  owner  will  retain  minority  in¬ 
terest  if  desired.  Address  Box  52,  care 
Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — By  Illinois  operating 

company,  experienced  coal  salesman 
familiar  with  the  southern  trade. 
Good  opportunity  for  right  man.  Ref¬ 
erences  required.  Address  Box  58, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 

SITUATION  WANTED— As  yard 

superintendent  or  weighmaster.  Best 
of  references.  Address  Box  62,  care  of 
The  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

WANTED — First-class  coal  sales¬ 
man  that  has  an  established  trade 
through  the  south,  especially  upon  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  its 
branches.  To  the  right  man  will  be 
paid  the  right  salary.  None  but  those 
with  exceptional  references  and  ex¬ 
perience  will  be  considered.  Address 
C.  A.  Baker,  1406  U.  B.  building,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 


Specify 

JfL 

“The  ^ 

Detroit”  fg 

Lubricator  (jp 

Over  900,000  in 

use.  fr 

Ufg 

Catalog  Free. 

Detroit  Iubricator  Company. 

DETROIT,  U.  S. 

A. 

Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
/  to  75  tons 


By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  State; 
hnd  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  14I  Broadway.  New  York 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  <&  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUFX  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


Four  Fast  Plants  and  Four  Bridge  Tramways 


Designed  and  built  for  the 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West  Superior,  Wis. 


The  Brown  Hoisting  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers,  Designers  and  Manufacturers  of 
HOISTING  MACHINERY  of  all  descriptions 

Main  Office  and  Works,  Cleveland,  0.  Branch  Offices,  New  York  &  Pittsburg 


PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 
TO  ADVERTISERS 
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THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 
for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK.  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


Jeffrey  Wire  Cable  Car  Haul,  340  ft,  centers,  at  the  Dandy  Mine  of  John  M.  Greek, 
McConnells  Mil),  Pa.  Capacity  3  loaded  cars  per  minute  each  weighing  5500  lbs. 


JEFFREY 

Wire  Cauble  or  Chain 

CAR.  HAULS 

For  long  distance  the  Wire  Cable  Haul  costs  less  to  install  and  is  more 
efficient,  serviceable,  and  economical  than  any  other  type.  This 
form  of  Haul  is  successful  only  when  our  patented  adjustable  sheaves 
are  used.  These  compensate  stretch  in  the  cable  and  avoid  the 
necessity  for  respacing  the  blocks. 


The  Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co. 

Columbus,  Ohio.  U.  S.  A. 

New  York  Chicago  Boston  Pittsburg  Denver 

Charleston  W.  Va.  Knoxville  St.  Louis  Montreal 


IT  PAYS  TO  READ  AND  ADVERTISE  IN  OUR  WANT  COLUMN 
_ 


JS  Si 

B0AL  HANDLING  MACHINERY 

Is  constructed  from  special  designs 
to  meet  every  requirement  in  the 

RAPID  AND  ECONOMICAL  HANDLING  OF  COAL 

COMPLETE  COAL  HANDLING  PLANTS  CONSTRUCTED. 

Steam  Shovels  of  Improved  Design 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 

CEO.  HAISS  MFC.  CO., 


14 1 st  Street  and  Rider  Avenue, 


NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Installation  oi  Hats*  Coal  Handling  Machinery  at  Albany.  IN.Y. 


Mention  Thk  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  liver  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  97  Cedar  St,  New  York 


*  10NC  OISTANCE  TELEPHONI  CALL  P.0.  BOX  1982 

i  PECTOR  6310 

WARD  ft  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDJE.WATEB  BALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  *  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  > 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


"Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  d"|  A  ¥ 
Bituminous  VsUrALs 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The  Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Mention  Tn  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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The  Black  Diamonj) 

Vol.  40.  No.  11.  Cincinnati  MARCH  14,  1908.  £F$sburgh  $3.00  Per  Year. 

Reducing  the  Coal  Handling  Costs. 


A  New  Pocket,  Just  Installed  by  the  J.  M.  Gilchrist  Sons  Company  of  Allegheny,  Saves  Fifty  Dollars  in  Labor  Bills  by 
An  Outlay  of  Ten  Dollars  in  Interest  on  Money  Invested — One  Thousand  Bushels  of  Coal  Are  Raised  Seventy 
Feet  Sorted  As  to  Quality  and  Prepared  into  Three  Sizes  At  a  Cost  of  Sixty-six  Cents. 


By  C.  M.  Ripley. 


The  J-  M.  Gilchrist’s  Sons  Company,  coal 
dealers  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  is  just  completing  an 
improved  coal  handling,  screening  and  storage 
plant  on  the  bank  of  the  Allegheny  River  in 
greater  Pittsburgh.  The  coal  barges  are  towed 
from  the  Monongahela  bituminous  district,  coal 
being  brought  from  mines  of  both  the  thick 
and  thin  veins,  and  distances  of  from  ten  to 
forty-five  miles  away  from  Pittsburgh. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
very  low  expense  of  coal  handling  in  this  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Coal,  in  considerable  amounts,  can  be 
transported  2,000  miles  to  New  Orleans,  via  the 
Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  Rivers,  at  the  same  ex¬ 
pense  that  will  be  required  to  ship  the  same 
amount  by  rail  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  distance  of 
less  than  150  miles. 

The  equipment  for  the  plant  under  discussion 
operates  as  follows :  A  two-yard  Hayward  Class 
E  clam-shell  bucket  is  used  to  take  the  coal  from 
the  flats  or  barges  and  dump  them  into  a  hopper 
seventy  feet  above  the  river  bed.  From  this 
hopper  it  is  diverted  either  to  the  right  or  to 
the  left  by  a  swinging  apron,  according  to  its 
quality.  From  the  apron  the  coal  passes  down 
one  or  the  other  incline  screen,  which  has  two 
different  sizes  of  mesh.  These  two  screens  are 
arranged  in  the  shape  of  the  letter  “A,”  and  the 
coal  is  discharged  just  to  the  right  or  left  of 
the  apex,  according  to  its  quality.  The  tailings 
fall  at  once  through  the  screen  into  the  middle 
bin.  while  the  nut  size  does  not  fall  through 
until  the  next  larger  screen  is  reached  further 
down  the  decline.  The  lump  size  will  find  its 
way  to  the  farthest  bin,  falling  over  the  lower 
edge  of  the  screen,  there  being  no  mesh  through 
which  it  passes.  The  equipment 
is  duplicated  on  either  side  as 
far  as  storage  facilities  are  con¬ 
cerned,  with  the  exception  that 
the  bin  for  the  nut  size  is  omit¬ 
ted  on  one  side.  Thus  it  is  seen 
that  this  plant  unloads,  dumps, 
divides  into  two  qualities,  and 
further  divides  one  of  these 
qualities  into  two  sizes,  and  the 
other  quality  into  three  sizes,  all 
in  one  operation.  Gates  are  ar¬ 
ranged  at  such  frequent  inter¬ 
vals  that  six  or  seven  wagons 
can  be  filled  at  the  same  time. 

The  Carlin  Machinery  &  Sup¬ 
ply  Company,  of  Allegheny,  Pa., 
were  kind  enough  to  furnish 
the  following  info'rmation  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  mechanical  equip¬ 
ment  of  this  plant.  A  50-horse¬ 
power,  10p2xl2-inch,  double-cyl¬ 
inder,  triple-drum  Lambert 
hoisting  engine  is  installed  on  an 
elevated  platform  thirty-three 
feet  above  the  average  level  of 
the  river.  This  platform  is 
erected  on  twenty  piles,  between 
twelve  and  fifteen  inches  in  di¬ 
ameter,  and  driven  to  hard  pan. 

Concrete  was  placed  around  all 
the  piles  at  the  bottom  up  to  a 
height  of  two  feet  above  the 
water  to  add  greater  stiffness. 

A  three-drum  engine  was  used 
so  that  one  drum  could  be  used 
for  changing  the  reach  of  the 
boom,  one  for  raising  the  clam- 


drum  of  the  engine  has  the  foot  brake  placed 
on  the  end  opposite  to  that  end  at  which  the 
friction  clutch  is  applied.  The  clutch,  of  course, 
makes  some  heat,  and  if  the  brake  were  on  the 
same  end,  as  in  some  makes  of  engines,  the  in- 


Chart  of  the  Crane. 

(Courtesy  of  Iron  Age.) 


come,  as  the  amount  of  frictional  heat  generated 
on  either  end  is  practically  balanced. 

The  7-horsepower  single  cylinder  Dake  dou¬ 
ble-geared  reversible  engine  is  used  for  sling¬ 
ing  the  derrick  through  an  angle  of  180  degrees 
over  a  circle  whose  diameter  is  practically  120 
feet.  Thus  the  coal  is  swung  from  the  barge 
in  the  river  to  the  hopper  on  the  shore.  The 
operating  cable  is  a  three-quarter-inch  Leschen 
flattened  strand  wire  rope,  made  of  crucible 
steel.  It  is  so  constructed  that  a  great  number  of 
wires  in  each  strand  are  at  all  times  exposed 
for  wear,  and  presents  in  external  appearance  a 
smooth  or  comparatively  smooth  surface  even 
while  new.  Thus  from  the  start  the  wear  is 
light  upon  any  one  individual  wire  since  it  is 
distributed  over  six  or  seven  wires  in  each  strand 
instead  of  being  borne  by  the  one  outside  wire, 
as  in  the  older  types  of  steel  rope.  It  is  claimed 
by  Mr.  Carlin  that  the  slightly  increased  cost 
of  this  type  of  rope  will  be  made  up  by  the 
saving  in  time  in  the  more  frequent  replace¬ 
ments  necessary  had  the  “ordinary”  or  “Lang’s” 
lay  type  of  rope  been  used. 

An  unusual  hardship  met  with  in  designing 
this  plant  was  owing  to  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment  harbor  lines  being  so  restricted  as  to 
allow  only  a  space  of  30x15  feet  for  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  hoisting  engine  and  derrick.  It  is 
obvious  that  in  a  space  of  this  size  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  locate  all  the  stiff  legs  of  the  derrick. 
The  sketch  herewith  shows  the  ingenuity  dis¬ 
played  by  anchoring  one  stiff  leg  on  the  same 
platform  with  the  engine,  and  the  other  two  on 
note:-  stiff  eeos  are  shown  the  structure  containing  the  storage  bins  on  the 
^ ” VIEW'  river  bank.  Thus  it  happens  that  one  of  these 


4  DOORS  IN  BOTTOM  OF 
LARGE  BIN  ABOUT  tV’x  1.4 " 


HOPPER  DOOR  HUNG  ON  2  SHAFT 
ARRANGED  TO  SWING  EITHER  SIDE.  .  _ 
SCREENS  TO  BE  HUNG  FROM  SAME  SHAFT,  f 


NOTE:-  ALL  FLOOR  JOIST8 

TO  BE  12"CTR.  TO  CTR. 


r 


(Courtesy  of  Iron  Age.) 


General  Plan  of  the  Entire  Plant. 


shell  bucket  and  one  for  opening  and  closing  the 
bucket.  An  interesting  feature  in  connection  with 
this  type  of  Lambert  engine  is  that  the  closing 


creased  heat  of  the  tube  makes  considerable  trou¬ 
ble,  owing  to  the  drums  cracking  from  unequal 
expansion.  This  trouble  has  been  entirely  over¬ 


stiff  legs  must  be  a  tension  member  as  the  coal 
is  being  lifted  from  the  barge,  and  later  a  com- 
( Concluded  on  Page  14.) 
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Reducing  Operating  Cost  In  a  Yard. 


Retailers  Are  Figuring  on  Pockets  That  They  May  Economize  on  Space  and,  to  An  Extent,  Do  Away  With  Much 
Hand  Labor — A  Coal  Pocket  Erected  for  John  S.  Cross  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  Is  of  Convenient  Size  for  Many 
Dealers  and  Reduces  the  Cost  of  Handling  Coal  to  the  Minimum— Machinery  Used  Is  a  Big  Factor. 


The  number  of  concrete  coal  pockets  which 
are  being  constructed  by  the  retail  coal  deal¬ 
ers  throughout  the  country  would  be  proof 
positive,  were  there  no  other  information 
available,  that,  first,  the  retail  dealers  are 
studying  the  question  of  reduction  in  the  cost 
of  handling  coal,  and,  second,  that  the  con¬ 
crete  pocket  is  considered  with  favor  by  the 
retail  dealers  throughout  the  country.  The 


A  2,000-Ton  Coal  Pocket. 

points  urged  in  its  favor,  by  those  who  select 
this  form  of  construction,  are,  first,  its  rigid¬ 
ity  and  consequently  its  freedom  from  vibra¬ 
tion  while  the  machinery  is 
moving,  and,  second,  its  dura¬ 
bility,  especially  when  properl}' 
reinforced. 

The  cost  of  handling  coal  in 
any  kind  of  pocket  or  yard  is 
one  of  the  points  that  is  inter¬ 
esting  the  retail  dealer  just 
now.  He  is  beginning  to  real¬ 
ize,  as  pointed  out  in  this 
paper  a  short  time  ago,  that 
without  a  coal  pocket  an  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  yard  space  is 
required  and  that  this  real  es¬ 
tate,  especially  when  located 
in  the  heart  of  a  city,  costs  a 
large  amount  of  money.  The 
retailer  who  is  constantly  tak¬ 
ing  on  side  lines  of  business 
desires  to  use  part  of  this 
space  for  the  accommodation 
of  other  lines  while  concen¬ 
trating  his  coal  storage  and  de¬ 
livery  plant  into  as  small  an 
amount  of  space  as  possible. 

The  coal  pocket  lends  itself 
admirably  to  this  desire,  occu-  /!=^ 

pying  the  same  position  in  a  '-TX-' - "jkCTII 

coal  yard  that  a  sky  scraper 
does  in  a  larger  city.  It  car¬ 
ries  a  business  up  into  the  air 
rather  than  spreading  it  out 
along  the  ground.  The  retail 
dealer  adjusting  himself  to  the 
demands  of  his  particular  line 
of  trade  and  being  convinced 
that  some  kind  of  coal  pocket  is  the  thing,  is 
constantly  casting  about  to  get  the  design  that  will 
fit  his  need  and  the  kind  of  machinery  which  is 
best  adjusted  to  his  requirements. 

In  recent  weeks  The  Black  Diamond  has 
presented  a  number  of  coal  pockets  each  having 
its  distinguished  features  but  each,  of  course, 
built  to  suit  the  locality  in  which  it  was  erected. 


This  week  another  coal  pocket  is  presented,  repre¬ 
senting  conditions  in  another  section  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  retail  dealer  who  contemplates  the 
erection  of  a  pocket  of  his  own  may  possibly 
find  some  general  ideas  from  these  various  de¬ 
scriptions,  but  he  will  probably  find  it  to  his 
advantage  to  consult  an  expert  on  the  question 
of  coal  pockets  and  have  one  erected  which  will 
suit  both  his  yard  space  and  the  amount  of  ton¬ 
nage  which  he  expects  to  carry, 
and  especially  the  amount  which 
he  Expects  to  keep  in  storage. 

The  accompanying  illustra¬ 
tions  have  to  do  with  a  coal 
pocket  erected  in  the  yard  be¬ 
longing  to  John  S.  Cross,  of 
Lawrence,  Mass.  A  construc¬ 
tion  company  built  the  pocket, 
while  the  machinery  was  in¬ 
stalled  by  the  Jeffrey  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio.  The  one  thing  which  will 
attract  the  attention  of  the  re¬ 
tail  dealer  to  this  is  its  capacity 
and  comparative  cheapness.  It 
is  built  to  have  a  storage  space 
equivalent  to  holding  2,000  tons 
of  coal,  which  is  pretty  close  to 
the  maximum  storage  capacity 
that  the  ordinary  dealer  would 
like  to  figure  on.  It  is  shown 
by  actual  tests  that  the  cost  of 
operating  this  pocket  is  about 
two  and  one-half  cents  per  ton, 
which  includes  everything  from 
the  electric  power,  the  labor  and 
the  cost  of  grease  and  oil  to 
the  incidentals  which  are  usu¬ 
ally  not  figured  into  a  statement  of  costs  of 
this  character.  The  building  itself  has  sev¬ 
eral  features  which  would  be  attractive  to  any 


for  the  domestic  sizes— egg  and  stove. 

Approaching  the  building  from  the  railroad 
siding  it  is  seen  that  it  requires  a  drop-bot¬ 
tom  car  for  the  greatest  economy,  since  there 
is  a  hopper  under  the  track  into  which  all  of 
the  coal  is  first  discharged.  This  is  located 
in  one  end  of  the  building,  which  is  rectangu¬ 
lar  in  shape.  The  accompanying  diagram 
of  the  arrangement  of  this  hopper  and  the 
whole  plant  will  show  very  clearly  just  how 
the  coal  is  dropped  below  the  level  of  the 
track  and  then  fed  through  an  elevator  sys¬ 
tem  to  the  top  of  the  pocket,  which  immedi¬ 
ately  adjoins  the  track  hopper.  In  the  latter 
there  is  a  reciprocating  plate  feeder  which  de¬ 
livers  the  coal  at  a  uniform  rate  from  the 
hopper  to  the  pocket  elevator.  The  latter 
has  sixty-two-feet  centers  and  reaches  the 
top  of  the  coal  pocket  proper  at  an  incline  of 
about  sixty  degrees.  This  elevator  is  equipped 
with  the  latest  handling  machinery,  having 
continuous  steel  buckets  which  measure  15x 
8x1124  inches. 

This  elevator  machinery  travels  at  a  rate 
of  about  one  hundred  feet  per  minute  and 
consequently  can  unload  a  car  of  coal  in 
consequently  can  unload  a  car  of  coal  in 
the  individual  buckets  being  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration.  This  elevator  discharges  the  coal 
into  a  drag  conveyor  which  is  seventy  feet 
in  length.  Every  twenty-four  inches  on  this 
drag  conveyor  there  are  steel  flights  15x7 
inches.  In  order  to  avoid  friction  in  the 
movement  of  this  drag  conveyor  the  mechan¬ 
ism  is  mounted  on  rollers.  At  the  top  of  each 
bin  and  in  the  center  there  are  valves  through 
which  the  coal  can  be  dropped  into  just  the 
pocket  that  suits  the  convenience  of  the  op¬ 
erator  of  the  whole  plant. 

At  the  head  or  discharge  end  of  the  con¬ 
veyor  there  is  located  a  10  H.P.  electric  motor 


Diagram  of  Coal  Pocket  Showing  the  Track  Hopper. 


dealer  who  is  contemplating  erecting  a  pocket 
of  his  own. 

In  the  first  place,  the  storage  space,  which 
is  intended  to  be  devoted  to  anthracite  coal 
particularly  and  which  is  equal  to  holding  two 
thousand  tons  of  this  commodity,  is  divided  into 
five  bins  being  designated  for  pea  coal,  one 
for  nut,  another  for  No.  2  nut  and  a  fourth 


which  drives  the  whole  machinery.  This 
works  especially  on  the  drag  conveyor,  al¬ 
though  the  elevator  is  driven  by  sprockets 
and  a  chain  from  the  conveyor  foot  shaft. 

The  mechanical  equipment  designed  and  in¬ 
stalled  by  the  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  has  proved  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  At 
(Concluded  on  page  23.) 
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Year’s  Work  of  Chicago  Association. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  held  on  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon,  developed  the  fact  that  since  the  annual 
meeting  a  year  ago  the  membership  had  in¬ 
creased  one  hundred  per  cent,  or  from  forty- 
nine  to  ninety-eight.  Following  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  two  more  coal  men  handed  in  their 
names,  making,  at  the  close  of  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  a  round  one  hundred  members  of  the  or¬ 
ganization. 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  membership  is  an 
indorsement  of  what  has  been  done  by  the  or¬ 
ganization  within  the  year.  The  concrete  re¬ 
sults  have  been  numerous,  as  will  be  fully 
shown  by  the  reports  of  President  Robinson, 
of  Commissioner  Hallock  and  of  Secretary 
Bunge  as  outlined  below. 

One  of  the  most  important  sources  of  in¬ 
creased  membership  has  been  the  election  of 
associate  members  by  the  admission  of  jobbers. 
This  action  was  taken  about  eight  months  ago, 
when  the  constitution  and  by-laws  were 
changed  to  permit  these  jobbers  to  affiliate 
themselves  with  the  organization.  They  have 
become  such  a  strong  factor  in  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  life  that  a  further  change  in  the  by-laws 
was  made  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  to  give 
the  association  membership  a  representation  on 
the  board  of  directors.  Heretofore  this  board 
has  been  made  up  of  two  members  from  each 
of  the  geographical  districts  of  the  city,  the 
loop  district,  the  south,  west  and  north  sides. 
Two  members  have  been  elected  from  each  of 
these  districts  and  together  with  the  officers, 
who  are  ex  officio  members,  have  constituted  a 
board  of  directors  of  eleven.  It  was  on  the 
motion  of  L.  R.  Rutter  that  the  associate  mem¬ 
bers  were  enabled  to  elect  one  director,  choos¬ 
ing  Thomas  N.  Mordue,  the  western  represent¬ 
ative  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt. 

In  the  matter  of  electing  the  officers  of  the 
association  the  only  change  made  in  the  board 
of  directors  was  the  retirement  of  W.  P.  Del- 
hante,  who  finds  that  the  increasing  business 
cares  do  not  permit  him  the  time  which  he 
would  like  to  have  to  devote  to  such  work  as 
devolves  upon  a  member  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors.  He  was  permitted  to  retire  after  hav¬ 
ing  the  heartiest  appreciation  from  the  entire 
membership  expressed  by  rising  vote.  Hjs  place 
on  the  board  of  directors  was  taken  by  F.  C. 
Waller  of  the  Waller  Coal  Company,  a  com¬ 
paratively  new  concern  in  this  association’s  life, 
the  membership  having  been  taken  out  within 
the  year.  The  other  directors  and  the  old  offi¬ 
cers  were  elected  without  change. 

It  was  suggested  at  the  meeting  that  between 
now  and  the  next  annual  meeting  some  plan  be 
devised  by  which  the  whole  board  of  directors 
should  not  retire  and  be  elected  at  one  meet¬ 
ing.  It  is  probable  that  some  plan  will  be 
worked  out  by  which  at  the  next  annual  meet¬ 
ing  some  of  the  directors  will  be  elected  for 
one  year,  while  others  are  elected  for  two 
years,  thus  having,  upon  the  board  at  all  times, 
some  old  members  who  have  served  the  asso¬ 
ciation  faithfully. 

At  the  last  preceding  regular  meeting  of  the 
association  the  question  of  the  Culbertson- 
Smith  bill  and  the  Fuller  bill  before  Congress 
were  brought  up  and  discussed  and  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  send  a  representative  to  Washington. 
President  Robinson  was  chosen  to  fulfill  that 
office  and  following  the  election,  on  Tuesday, 
he  made  a  report  of  the  trip.  He  declares  that 
the  committee  from  the  association,  made  up 
of  himself  .and  Attorney  Condon,  who  volun¬ 
teered  to  go  along,  received  the  utmost  cour¬ 
tesy  from  the  members  of  the  transportation 
committee  of  Congress,  being  given,  in  fact,  a 
hearing  on  reciprocal  demurrage,  whereas  all 
formal  hearings  on  that  subject  had  been  post¬ 
poned  until  the  25th  of  this  month.  Enough 
encouragement  was  obtained  from  members  of 
the  committee  and  especially  from  Congress¬ 
man  Mann  of  Chicago  to  warrant  the  belief  on 
the  part  of  President  Robinson  that  at  least 
some  measure  agreeable  to  the  congressional 
committee  will  be  pushed  through  this  session 
of  Congress.  The  transportation  committee  of 
the  house  is  made  up  of  seventeen  members. 


Ten  of  these  are  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the 
Culbertson-Smith  bill  and  seven  are  opposed  to 
any  such  radical  action.  It  is  Mr.  Robinson’s 
opinion  that,  in  order  to  harmonize  the  com¬ 
mittee,  it  may  be  necessary  to  agree  upon  some 
compromise  measure  which  will  obtain  the  in¬ 
dorsement  of  the  entire  committee,  thus  bring¬ 
ing  the  whole  question  up  to  the  house  to  be 
thrashed  out  upon  the  floor. 

One  of  the  most  important  parts  of  Tues¬ 
day’s  meeting  was  the  annual  report  of  Com¬ 
missioner  George  W.  Hallock.  He  went  into 
the  year’s  work  in  detail,  although  tersely,  and 
outlined  the  concrete  things  which  the  associa¬ 
tion  has  accomplished.  This  was  supplemented 
most  ably  by  a  report  made  by  President  Rob¬ 
inson,  and  these  two  reports  are  appended: 

Mr.  Robinson’s  Report. 

Milton  E.  Robinson,  president  of  the  associ¬ 
ation,  made  the  following  report: 

“The  second  mile  post  on  our  journey  as  an 
association  has  been  reached  and  it  is  befitting 
that  we  should  review  the  things  accomplished 
and  make  a  few  predictions  of  further  desired 
achievements,  all  of  which  I  trust  may  re¬ 
dound  to  the  benefit  of  us  all. 

“I  find,  in  the  course  of  personal  contact 
with  the  public,  that  our  association  is  not 
looked  upon  with  disfavor  or  as  a  menace  to 
consumers  of  the  commodities  in  which  we 
deal,  but  very  much  to  the  contrary.  I  find 
that  the  success  of  our  efforts  is  of  interest 
and  very  much  appreciated  by  the  coal  con¬ 
suming  public.  The  open-handed  way  in 
which  we  have  pursued  our  course  and  the 
fact  that  we  have  been  just  to  all  and  fear¬ 
less  with  everyone,  has  won  for  us  a  place  in 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  all  with  whom  we 
have  had  dealings.  In  commenting  upon  our 
achievements,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  none  has  been  of  a  trifling  character, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  all  have  been  weighty 
problems  with  which  we  could  not  have  suc¬ 
cessfully  dealt,  except  through  concerted  ac¬ 
tion. 

“Who  as  an  individual  could  have  prac¬ 
tically  eliminated  from  the  field  of  compe¬ 
tition  the  unscrupulous  short  weighter  and 
mixer?  and  whereas,  I  would  not  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  contend  that  we  have,  or  ever  will  en¬ 
tirely  rid  ourselves  of  this  undesirable  ele¬ 
ment,  I  conscientiously  feel  that  we  have  re¬ 
duced  to  the  minimum  transactions  of  this 
character,  so  that  it  is  no  longer  a  safe  propo¬ 
sition  for  any  one  to  figure  his  stealings  as 
an  item  of  profit. 

“While  dealing  with  this  subject,  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  this  asso¬ 
ciation  to  a  serious  infraction  against  the  law 
of  common  honesty,  through  the  misrepre¬ 
sentation  made  by  substituting  inferior  coal 
for  that  of  a  better  grade.  This  is  not  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  mixing,  but  to  my  mind  is  equally,  if 
not  more  dishonest;  inasmuch  as  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  the  consumer  does  get  some  of  the 
goods  as  represented,  whereas  with  the  rank 
substitutions  which  are  going  the  rounds,  the 
consumer  is  gulled  outright  to  the  extent  of 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents  per  ton  on 
quality. 

“We  ought  not  to  stand  idly  by  and  allow 
this  practice  to  continue.  We  claim  to  stand 
for  honest  principles,  eliminating,  if  possible, 
everything  which  savors  of  dishonest  meth¬ 
ods,  and  yet  in  our  city  each  year  thousands 
of  tons  of  coal  of  inferior  grades  are  being 
substituted  for  standard  grades.  This  is  es¬ 
pecially  true  as  regards  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  coals,  which  are  regarded  as 
proper  standards,  and  their  substitutes  are 
usually  much  inferior  and  full  of  misrepre¬ 
sentation. 

To  Fix  a  Standard. 

“This  ought  not  to  be,  and  it  should  be  the 
duty  of  this  association  to  fix  a  standard  on 
practically  the  same  basis  as  the  government 
fixes  its  standard  for  our  medium  of  ex¬ 
change.  I  would  suggest  that  we  consider 
this  as  part  of  our  duty  and  that  we  deter¬ 


mine  by  analyses,  also  determine  as  to 
whether  porper  grades  are  being  delivered 
under  the  names  of  such  grades  as  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  delivery.  It  may  be  possible  to 
suggest  a  better  and  more  economical  method, 
but  extreme  accuracy  is  desired  in  matters  of 
this  kind. 

“We  have  during  the  past  year  answered 
every  call  for  help  from  every  section  of  the 
city  where  our  members  have  been  affected 
by  unjust  rules  and  rates  imposed  by  railroad 
companies,  and  without  a  single  exception 
have  been  successful  in  furnishing  a  full  meas¬ 
ure  of  relief.  In  these  matters  our  commis¬ 
sioner  has  proved  himself  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place.  He  being  an  experienced 
railroad  man  and  knowing  how  to  go  about 
it  to  secure  results,  I  cannat  but  feel  that  to 
him  should  be  credited  a  goodly  portion  of 
our  success.” 

Mr.  Hallock’s  Review. 

George  W.  Hallock,  commissioner  of  the 
association,  submitted  the  following  splendid 
report: 

“One  year  ago  our  association  boasted  of  a 
membership  of  forty-nine,  since  which  time 
we  have  lost  two  regular  members  by  their 
retirement  from  business,  and  one  associate 
member  by  resignation,  the  first  to  leave  the 
ranks  since  we  organized.  Two  firms  changed 
ownership,  but  their  successors  retained  the 
membership.  One  regular  member  resigned 
April  first  and  asked  for  reinstatement  Janu¬ 
ary  first.  Today  we  have  eighty-one  regular 
members  and  seventeen  associate,  making 
a  total  of  ninety-eight.  Since  our  inception, 
we  have  not  had  a  member  default  in  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  dues.  This  showing  of  100  per  cent 
increase  I  am  sure  is  very  gratifying  to  the 
members. 

“There  are  quite  a  number  of  dealers  who 
have  not  yet  joined  with  us,  but  are  either 
investigating  or  have  promised  to  do  so  later 
on.  Some  of  the  reputable  dealers  in  the  city 
have  not,  and  possibly  never  will,  become 
members  of  our  association,  but  they  are 
entitled  to  their  convictions,  and  I  believe  it 
is  best  to  be  on  the  most  friendly  relations 
with  them. 

“In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year,  the  one 
most  important  thing  accomplished  was  a  re¬ 
adjustment  of  the  north  side  switching  rates. 
Where  the  rate  was  $5.00  per  car  it  was  re¬ 
duced  to  $4.00  and  the  thirty  cents  per  ton 
of  60,000  pounds  capacity  car  reduced  to  $4.05 
per  car  and  the  forty  cents  per  ton  rate  re¬ 
duced  to  twenty  cents  per  ton,  $4.00  of  the 
above  being  taken  care  of  by  delivery  lines. 
Not  only  were  the  switching  rates  reduced, 
but  a  much  better  and  more  expeditious  hand¬ 
ling  of  the  cars  rendered,  particularly  by  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway. 

“There  is  one  feature  of  our  association 
work  that  I  feel  it  should  have  cause  to  con¬ 
gratulate  itself  upon,  that  is  the  collection  de¬ 
partment.  The  members  who  have  used  it 
have  received  the  most  satisfactory  results, 
several  members  having  collected  many  old 
and  very  poor  accounts  by  the  vigorous  use  of 
the  dunning  letters  you  adopted.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  logical  to  assume  that  any  member  who 
makes  use  of  this  system  will  receive  much 
more  than  he  pays  out,  and  get  all  the  other 
benefits  of  membership  in  the  association  at 
practically  no  expense. 

“The  one  predominating  and  all-important 
feature  of  our  work,  and  one  that  is  of  the 
most  vital  interest  to  the  wagon  trade  dealer, 
the  short  weights,  has  not  been  overlooked, 
but  has  had  our  most  energetic  attention. 
Your  commissioner  has  endeavored  to  pursue 
this  particular  duty  without  fear  or  favor, 
and  be  fair  to  all.  During  the  current  year 
our  inspector  has  daily  accompanied  a  deputy 
city  sealer,  who  has  weighed  347  loads  of 
coal,  and  found  about  forty-eight  cases  where 
suits  were  brought  by  the  city  sealer,  and 
twenty-five  convictions,  being  fined  a  total  of 
$855,  including  costs.  There  are  about  twenty 
cases  now  pending  in  the  courts. 
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“There  is  one  matter  that  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  your  commissioner,  and  that  is 
the  increased  harmony  prevailing  among  the 
trade.  At  the  time  he  took  up  the  work  for 
your  association  it  seemed  that  it  was  a  thing 
unheard  of,  while  today  the  goodfellowship 
and  “love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself”  feeling 
seems  to  predominate,  and  to  this  one  thing 
he  attributes  much  of  the  vastly  improved 
conditions. 

“The  shippers  and  jobbers  are  becoming 
imbued  with  the  conservative  manner  of  our 
conducting  affairs,  and  are  joining  our  ranks. 
It  is  less  than  a  year  since  the  by-laws  were 
amended  to  make  this  branch  of  the  trade 
eligible  to  membership,  and  they  are  coming 
to  us  slowly,  but  those  who  have  joined  with 
us  are  loyal  supports  of  the  good  cause. 

“Your  establishing  a  legal  department  and 
retaining  an  able  attorney  to  look  after  its 
affairs,  should  do  much  toward  strengthening 
your  organization  as  you  get  further  along 
on  certain  lines. 

“One  very  important  move,  inaugurated  by 
your  worthy  president  last  season,  was  the 
calling  upon  the  members  to  ascertain  the 
cost  of  handling  coal.  I  have  heard  many 
favorable  comments  from  members  who  went 
into  this  question  themselves,  and  found  that 
they  had  been  handling  certain  branches  of 
their  business  at  a  loss  and  did  not  know  it.” 

The  Financial  Statement. 

The  annual  report  of  A.  J.  Bunge,  treasurer, 
from  March  12,  1907,  to  March  10,  1908,  was 
made,  as  follows: 

RECEIPTS. 


Cash  on  hand,  last  report . $  709.78 

Receipts  from  dues  and  initiation  fees .  5,812.40 


$6,522.18 

Balance  on  hand . $1,188.74 

Uncollected  dues  .  287.50 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Salary  of  commissioner  and  expenses . $2,524.13 

Wages  of  inspector .  1,029.00 

Rent  office  and  hall .  1,217.50 

Stationery  and  printing .  179.80 

Miscellaneous  and  lawyer’s  fees .  383.01 

Balance  on  hand .  1,188.74 


$6,522.18 


Reducing  Handling  Costs. 


(Concluded  from  Page  11.) 
pression  member  as  the  2-yard  bucket  is  swung 
into  position  over  the  hopper. 

As  the  engineer  stands  by  his  operating  levers 
he  has  full  view  of  the  barge  and  the  hopper 
during  the  complete  cycle  of  operations.  All  of 
the  levers  are  brought  to  the  quadrant  stand  and 
some  of  them  can  be  operated  either  by  foot  or 
by  hand,  thus  increasing  the  ease  of  operation. 
This  is  an  essential  point  to  be  cossidered,  as 
Mr.  Gilchrist  expects  this  plant  to  operate  almost 
continuously.  He  said  in  an  interview  with  the 
writer  that  he  expected  roughly  to  handle  in  the 
neighborhood  of  12,000  bushels  of  coal  per  day. 
The  expense  for  this  work,  aside  from  the  fuel 
of  the  hoisting  engine,  is  as  follows :  One  engi¬ 
neer,  $3.00 ;  two  men  in  the  flat  or  barge,  $2.00 
each,  and  one  fireman,  $1.00  per  day.  Thus,  with 
this  total  expenditure  of  $8.00  per  day,  the  ex¬ 
pense  for  hoisting  seventy  feet,  classifying  into 
two  different  qualities  and  five  different  sizes,  is 
but  66  cents  per  thousand  bushels. 

The  boom  of  the  derrick  is  seventy  feet  long, 
and  the  timbers  are  long  leaf  Oregon  fir.  Owing 
to  the  large  size  of  the  clam-shell  bucket  (two 
yards),  the  mast  was  made  16x16  inches.  Where 
the  gudgeon  pin  is  attached  to  the  mast,  a  steel 
channel  is  let  in  to  the  front  of  the  mast  tim¬ 
ber,  and  the  channel  is  further  strengthened  by 
three-quarter-inch  steel  plate,  inserted  between 
the  channel  and  the  timber,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
crushing  of  the  wood,  as  is  so  frequently  the  case 
with  derrick  not  so  _  strengthened.  At  the  foot 
of  the  mast.  the  derrick  base  casting  is  unusually 
heavy  and  is  in  two  parts.  That  for  receiving 
the  mast  permits  all  ropes  to  pass  through  it, 
and  between  the  mast  and  the  boom,  so  that  no 
sheave  mortices  are  required  in  the  mast,  and  the 
number  of  sheaves  is  thereby  lessened.  The  knee 
or  boom  seat  is  bolted  to  the  derrick  base,  and 
so  the  boom  can  be  taken  down  if  required,  with¬ 
out  disturbing  the  mast.  The  derrick  base  has  a 
bearing  eleven  inches  in  diameter,  with  a  six-inch 


diameter  opening  for  the  three  cables,  so  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  the  cable  touching  the 
sides  and  wearing  themselves  out  unnecessarily. 

Regarding  the  Hayward  bucket,  Class  E,  the 
diameter  of  the  drum  is  such  that  it  takes  more 
than  one  revolution  for  the  link  chain  to  close 
the  bucket.  After  one  turn  of  the  two  stranded 
link  chain,  it  is  then  converted  to  a  single 
strand,  and  the  single  strand  coils  between  the 
two  laps  of  the  double  strand.  Thus  the 
drum  remains  the  same  diameter,  but  takes 
the  necessary  amount  of  chain  without  losing 
power. 

The  reason  for  putting  the  engine  up  on  the 
platform  thirty-three  feet  above  the  river  is 
to  provide  against  the  possibility  of  damage 
in  case  another  flood  were  to  visit  Pittsburgh 
as  it  did  last  year.  But  this  height  is  not 
too  great  for  practical  use,  because  the  cat¬ 
heads  on  the  hoisting  engine  are  used  to  shift 
the  position  of  the  4,400  bushel  barges  to  and 
from  their  unloading  position  in  the  river. 

The  details  of  the  coal  storage  plant  are 
shown  in  the  sketch,  together  with  the  hopper, 
the  diverting  damper,  or  apron  and  the  two 
screens  arranged  in  the  shape  of  an  “A.”  It 
is  to  be  further  noted  that  this  storage  plant 
is  at  such  a  height  that  teams  can  drive  up 
to  the  coal  chutes,  and  can  be  loaded  from 
above,  while  they  themselves  are  exactly  on 
the  street  level.  Previous  to  this  a  team  of 
horses  with  the  extra  assistance  of  a  hoisting 
engine,  were  needed  to  haul  each  wagon  on  a 
long  incline  roadway  with  its  constant  cost 
for  repairs,  thirty-three  feet  up  the  river  bank 
to  the  street  level.  Further  than  this  the  old 
400-foot  float,  wide  enough  for  two  teams 
abreast  (part  of  the  old  coal  handling  sys¬ 
tem),  involved  constant  repairs,  incessant 
pumping,  and  the  heavy  rental  demanded  by 
the  City  of  Allegheny.  All  these  objections 
and  expenses  are  done  away  with  by  this  new 
installation. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  is  that  the  Gil¬ 
christ  Company  have  installed  a  system  for 
unloading,  hoisting,  screening  and  classifying 
two  different  grades  of  coal  into  five  different 
sizes,  all  in  one  operation  and  at  an  expense 
probably  only  one  fifth  as  great  as  before. 
Mr.  Gilchrist’s  idea  is  that  $10  might  well  be 
spent  for  interest  on  investment,  where  it  can 
be  made  to  save  $50  in  wages  and  other  ex¬ 
penses. 


The  Chicago  Koruskation. 


The  centenary  celebration  of  the  Order 
Kokoal  was  an  unqualified  success  and  those 
of  the  faithful  who  journeyed  to  Schiller  Hall 
last  Monday  night  were  well  repaid.  Imperial 
Modoc  Charles  E.  Lester  came  from  New 
York  to  be  present  at  this  koruskation  and,  in 
a  clever  speech,  told  the  Chicago  coal  men  of 
the  good  work  the  Kokoals  had  accomplished 
in  the  East.  Mr.  Lester  is  an  entertaining 
story  teller  and  for  half  an  hour  entertained 
over  two  hundred  enthusiastic  boosters  who 
had  turned  out  to  give  him  a  regular  “Windy 
City”  welcome.  E.  C.  Evarts,  of  the  Mogg 
Coal  Company,  and  R.  H.  Stinson,  of  the  Dia¬ 
mond  Coal  Mining  Company,  were  the  candi¬ 
dates  who  were  taught  the  coal  business  from 
the  bottom  of  the  shaft  to  the  yard  of  the 
dealer  and  their  education,  which  seemed  to 
have  been  sadly  neglected,  was  completed  be¬ 
fore  the  evening  was  over  and  both  graduated 
as  full  fledged  coal  salesman  with  a  right  to 
expect  a  pay  envelope  the  first  of  every  month. 
Special  attention  was  given  Mr.  Evarts  who, 
prior  to  the  koruskation,  had  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  Order  could  not  do  much 
for  him.  Before  he  was  long  on  the  scene, 
he  was  surprised  at  how  much  the  Kokoalers 
could  do  for  him  and  to  him  and  he  left  the 
hall  about  midnight  a  wiser  man  and  the  next 
day .  is  reported  to  have  been  praising  the 
merits  of  Omega  oil  and  other  famous  lini¬ 
ments.  _  The  following  candidates  applied  for 
admission  to  the  Order,  which  now  numbers 
nearly  twenty-seven  hundred  coal  men  as 
active  members.  L.  W.  Jones,  Christian 
County  Coal  Company,  Chicago;  C.  A.  Bickett, 
Bickett  Coal  &  Coke  Company;  C.  W.  John¬ 
son,  C.  W.  Johnson  &  Co.;  M.  G.  Condon  J. 
W.  Lowe  &  Co.;  C.  C.  Smith,  S.  C.  Schen’ck, 


agent;  Otto  H.  Hedrich,  Otto  H.  Hedrich  & 
Co.;  J.  H.  Harmon,  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  John  J.  Riggs,  Sunnyside  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  D.  W.  Buchanan,  Wilmington  Star  Min¬ 
ing  Company;  Jay  W.  Easterly,  Mogg  Coal 
Company;  J.  H.  M.  Claggett,  P.  &  R.  C.  &  I. 
Company;  A.  J.  Atwater,  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany;  E.  C.  Evarts,  Mogg  Coal  Company; 
Frank  Edwards,  Worth,  Huskey  &  Co.;  R. 
F.  Regan,  Raymond  F.  Regan;  J.  K.  Der¬ 
ing,  Dering  Coal  Company;  H.  P.  Harmon, 
David  Rutter  &  Co.;  E.  A.  Byrne,  Sunday 
Creek  Company;  R.  H.  Stinson,  Diamond  Coal 
&  Mining  Company;  John  E.  Bigane,  Broder¬ 
ick  &  Bigane;  E.  H.  Stratman,  The  Black 
Diamond;  John  D.  Sallmon,  manager  retail 
department  F.  G.  Hartwell  Company;  Thos. 
C.  Hughes,  Big  Creek  Coal  Company;  J.  A. 
Richardson,  Big  Creek  Coal  Company;  L.  R. 
Rutter,  David  Rutter  &  Co.;  W.  D.  Drandon, 
manager  retail  yard  of  Keystone  Fuel  &  Min¬ 
ing  Company;  Thos.  Friis,  Springfield  Coal  & 
Mining  Company,  and  H.  D.  Conkey,  Illinois 
Fuel  &  Supply  Company,  Mendota,  Ill. 


Sam  Stanley  Changes. 


On  April  1  the  Wisconsin  Coal  &  Dock  Com¬ 
pany  will  have  a  new  general  manager  and  the 
famous  Sam  Stanley,  known  from  Buffalo  to  the 
Twin  Cities  as  the  prince  of  good  fellows,  was 
the  lucky  man  to  draw  the  prize.  The  genial 
Sam,  for  several  years  past,  has  been  covering 
western  territory  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Company,  previous  to  which  time  he  was  con- 


Sam  Stanley. 


Appointed  General  Manager  of  the  Wisconsin  Coal  &  Dock 
Company. 


nected  for  ten  years  with  Coxe  Brothers  &  Co. 
He  will  have  entire  charge  of  the  business  and 
after  April  1  can  be  found  at  the  general  offices 
of  this  company  in  Milwaukee. 


The  name  of  the  new  coal  road  being  built 
from  the  Clinchfield  coal  fields  towards  the 
South  Atlantic  seaboard,  known  as  the  South 
&  Western,  has  been  changed  to  the  Carolina, 
Clinchfield  &  Ohio  Railway.  Construction  on 
the  road  is  being  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 


Representatives  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
appeared  Monday  before  the  House  committee 
on  mines  and  mining  in  advocacy  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  bureau  of  mines.  Representative 
Williams  of  Pennsylvania,  formerly  an  official 
of  the  union,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and 
wants  the  bureau  put  under  the  control  of  the 
Interior  Department. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  Thacker 
Company,  Cincinnati,  was  in  Chicago  for  a 
few  days  this  week. 

Henry  Phillips,  manager  of  the  Ottumwa 
Box  Car  Loader  Company,  Ottumwa,  Iowa, 
was  in  Chicago  for  a  few  days  this  week. 

J.  W.  Lowe,  Old  Colony  building,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  a  three  weeks’  stay  at  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.  Mr.  Lowe  went  there  to  join 
his  partner,  Mr.  Patterson  &  Co.,  Dayton. 

Fred  P.  Howe,  of  West  Pullman,  filed  a  peti¬ 
tion  in  bankruptcy  this  week.  Nearly  every 
wholesale  coal  firm  on  Dearborn  street  is 
included  in  the  list  of  mourners  with  claims 
ranging  from  $1  to  $500. 

Arthur  MacBride,  of  the  MacBride  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  Fusher  building,  returned  this 
week  from  a  visit  to  southern  Ohio  points, 
principally  Cincinnati,  where  he  went  on  busi¬ 
ness  connected  with  his  concern. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  now  western  manager  of 
sales  for  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  headquarters  in  Cincinnati,  was  a 
Chicago  visitor  this  week.  Mr.  Burlingham 
was  only  recently  transferred  to  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  office  from  the  Chicago  office. 

C.  L.  Thompson,  general  western  agent  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Coal  Company,  Erie,  Pa.,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week  and  says  that  a  successor 
to  Mr.  Eastman  has  not  been  appointed.  The 
western  business  of  this  company  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  handled  through  the  Chicago  office 
of  this  company. 

L.  D.  Kniffin,  division  sales  agent  for  the 
Sheridan  Coal  Company,  with  offices  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  came  to  Chicago  this  week  to  attend 
the  Kokoal  koruskation.  Mr.  Kniffin  is  Im¬ 
perial  Baronet  of  the  Order  and  hopes  to  bring 
a  representative  delegation  to  the  Buffalo  pow 
wow  in  July. 

Capt.  DeForest  Pomeroy,  formerly  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  but  now  a  native  of  Minneapolis,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week.  “Pom”  has  entirely  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  severe  attacks  of  rheumatism 
which  practically  disabled  him  the  last  year 
he  spent  in  Chicago  and  looks  as  healthy  and 
prosperous  as  Andrew  Carnegie  when  he  is 
handing  out  a  few  libraries. 

Charles  E.  Lester,  Imperial  Modoc  of  the 
Order  Kokoal,  returned  to  New  York  on 
Tuesday  after  a  busy  forty-eight  hours  spent 
in  the  “Windy  City.”  He  likes  us  real  well,  says 
we  have  a  wonderful  city  out  here,  and  prom¬ 
ises  to  come  again  soon.  The  Order  is  ac¬ 
complishing  a  great  educational  work  when  it 
secures  an  admission  of  this  kind  from  one 
of  the  distinguished  sons  of  Father  Knicker¬ 
bocker. 

Several  Chicago  creditors  of  the  National 
Coal  Company  of  Indianapolis  were  notified 
this  week  that  the  first  dividend  of  three 
per  cent  had  been  declared.  It  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  this  company  was  organized  by 
Wm.  A.  Stone  of  Cincinnati  and  several  other 
frenzied  financiers.  Keep  your  eye  on  this 
crowd,  as  they  are  about  due  to  organize 
another  “national”  or  "international’,  coal 
company  with  a  high  sounding  title,  and  no 
backing  but  the  excessive  “nerve”  of  the  pro¬ 
moters. 

In  the  last  week’s  issue  the  statement  was 
made  that  the  W.  B.  Stone  Coal  &  Coke 
Company'  had  obtained  a  judgment  against 
the  Royal  Fuel  Company  for  $127.44.  This 
was  according  to  the  court  record  in  the  case. 
It  seems  that  there  was  some  misunderstand¬ 
ing  among  the  lawyers  as  to  the  date  for  the 
trial.  The  attorneys  for  the  Royal  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  did  not  appear  at  the  time  set  for  the 
hearing  and  the  W.  B.  Stone  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  were  given  a  judgment  by  default. 
The  facts  in  the  case  were  set  before  the 
court  and  the  judgment  was  set  aside  and  the 
trial  had  by  jury.  The  jury  since  has  found 
in  favor  of  the  defendants  and  a  verdict  was 
rendered  to  that  effect.  On  March  7th  the 
plaintiffs  made  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  and 
this  was  overruled  by  the  court. 


The  Diamond  Coal  &  Mining  Company  se¬ 
cured  a  judgment  this  week  in  the  superior 
court  for  $6,619.81  against  the  Knox  Coal 
Company,  Bicknell,  Ind.,  for  breach  of  con¬ 
tract.  This  case  is  another  echo  of  the  strike 
period  of  1906  when  a  number  of  operators 
conveniently  “forgot”  their  contracts  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  their  output  on  the  open  market.  A 
lesson  in  the  shape  of  a  heavy  judgment  is 
the  only  thing  that  will  teach  some  shippers 
that  a  contract  amounts  to  something  and 
should  not  be  considered  a  “document  of  con¬ 
venience”  to  be  broken  at  will. 

C.  A.  Eastman,  formerly  sales  agent  of  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Company  at  Chicago,  has 
purchased  the  interests  of  his  associates  in 
the  Pittsburgh,  Ohio  &  Western  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  offices  in  the  Marquette  building. 
Mr.  Eastman  has  been  connected  with  the 
western  coal  trade  for  twenty-six  years,  get¬ 
ting  his  start  with  S.  J.  Patterson,  of  Dayton. 
He  was  ten  years  with  Coxe  Brothers  &  Co. 
and  for  five  years  was  connected  with  Zeller, 
McClellan  &  Co.  of  Brazil,  Indiana,  as  vice- 
president  and  sales  agent.  He  was  appointed 
sales  agent  for  the  W.  L.  Scott  Company  and 
continued  with  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  when  he  succeeded  to  the  business  of 
the  Scott  Company.  Mr.  Eastman  will  take 
a  much-needed  rest  after  which  he  expects  to 
become  actively  engaged  in  the  coal  business 
through  the  Pittsburgh,  Ohio  &  Western  Coal 
Company. 

An  official  circular  has  been  issued  by  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  of  New  York 
signed  by  J.  W.  Skeele,  general  sales  agent, 
to  the  effect  that  on  April  1  the  states  of 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  the  southern  peninsula  of 
Michigan  will  be  transferred  to  the  Buffalo 
agency.  On  and  after  that  date  all  corre¬ 
spondence  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the 
company,  in  the  territory  referred  to,  will  be 
addressed  to  J.  S.  Hamilton,  general  northern 
sales  agent,  with  headquarters  in  the  Fidelity 
Trust  Company  building  of  Buffalo.  This  ter¬ 
ritory  now  transferred  to  the  Buffalo  office 
has  been  under  the  Chicago  office  heretofore. 
The  Lehigh  Valley  Company  has  stood  alone 
in  recent  years  in  endeavoring  to  handle  the 
eastern  territory  from  the  western  office  and 
the  general  management  now  believes  that  the 
Chicago  office  should  not  be  hampered  by  the 
details  of  this  extended  territory.  The  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  three  states  to  the  Buffalo  office  is 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  more  time  to  the 
western  office  to  take  care  of  the  business  in 
the  contiguous  territory  and  more  time  for 
the  development  of  trade  relations  to  the  west. 
It  was  expected  the  western  results  will  be 
commensurate  with  the  amount  of  time  given 
the  men  for  the  development. 

Milton  E.  Robinson,  president  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  has  just 
started  a  new  idea  which,  if  carried  to  com¬ 
pletion,  will  put  the  Chicago  coal  trade  in  a 
better  position  that  it  has  ever  hoped  to  oc¬ 
cupy.  He  was  talking  with  some  coal  men, 
on  his  recent  trip  to  the  east  and  since  his 
return,  and  finds  that  in  London,  England, 
they  have  a  coal  exchange  which  regulates  the 
sale  of  coal  to  a  certain  extent.  This  ex¬ 
change  permits  its  members  to  sell  only  such 
grades  of  coal  as  come  up  to  the  admirality 
requirements.  In  other  words,  any  coal  that 
is  sold  on  the  floor  of  the  exchange  is  sold 
for  actually  what  it  is,  its  merits  being  thor¬ 
oughly  understood  and  no  deception  what¬ 
ever  practiced  as  to  its  quality.  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son  now  wants  the  Chicago  coal  trade  to  get 
in  some  such  position  as  that.  He  has  been 
fighting  for  the  last  two  years  to  have  short 
weighting  done  away  with  and  also  carrying  on 
a  war  against  the  mixing  of  coals.  He  has 
now  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  is 
rapidly  approaching  when  the  coal  dealers  can 
scrutinize  the  quality  of  the  product  sold  and 
sell  coal  for  what  it  really  is.  Consequently 
he  has  made  a  suggestion  to  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  that  it  establish  a  fixed 
standard  for  coal.  This  is  a  pretentious  move¬ 


ment,  as  it  appears  now,  but,  in  view  of  what 
Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  has  done 
under  its  present  administration,  it  is  not 
impossible  of  accomplishment. 

In  the  bankruptcy  proceedings  of  Omar  S. 
Richardson  a  full  statement  of  assets  and  lia¬ 
bilities  has  been  filed  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court. 
There  is  one  item  of  back  taxes  amounting  to 
$350.  The  following  schedule  shows  the  per¬ 
son  to  whom  Mr.  Richardson  is  indebted,  the 
address,  the  collateral  behind  the  loan  and  the 
amount:  C.  E.  Randall,  Chicago  (bonds  Col¬ 
lins  Coal  Company),  $7,000;  Chicago  Title  & 
Trust  Company,  Chicago  (note  $6,000),  $3,000; 
Waggoner  Coal  Company,  Chicago  (163  shares 
O.  S.  Richardson  Coal  Company),  $3,000;  Ame¬ 
lia  M.  Smith,  Hotel  Vendome,  Chicago  (18 
bonds  Collins  Coal  Company),  $9,000;  Arno 
Helmus  (two  bonds  Collins  Coal  Company), 
$1,000;  J.  H.  Bishop,  Chicago  (75  shares  stock 
Collins  Coal  Company),  $7,600;  Metropolitan 
Trust  &  Savings  Bank,  Chicago  (joint  note 
O.  S.  Richardson  and  August  Lenke),  $5,000; 
Metropolitan  Trust  &  Savings  Company,  Chi¬ 
cago  (joint  note  O.  S.  Richardson  and  August 
Lenke),  $5,000;  Metropolitan  Trust  &  Savings 
Bank  (joint  note  O.  S.  Richardson  and  August 
Lenke),  $5,000;  Union  Trust  Company,  Chi¬ 
cago  (note  of  O.  S.  Richardson  payable  to 
order  of  Collins  Coal  Company),  $5,000;  Union 
Trust  Company,  Chicago  (note  of  O.  S.  Rich¬ 
ardson  payable  to  Collins  Coal  Company), 
$5,000;  First  National  Bank  of  Brazil,  Brazil, 
Indiana  (note),  $2,500;  First  National  Bank  of 
Brazil  (note),  $2,500;  H.  M.  McGann,  Chicago 
(money  loaned  to  O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.), 
$4,000;  Gill  Coyne,  Chicago  (money  loaned  to 
O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.),  $1,000;  Barney  Os¬ 
wald,  Chicago  (money  loaned  to  O.  S.  Richard¬ 
son  &  Co.),  $385.92;  August  Lenke,  Jr.,  Chi¬ 
cago  (money  loaned  to  O.  S.  Richardson  & 
Co.),  $2,154.40;  H.  S.  Richardson,  Chicago 
(money  loaned  to  O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.), 
$300;  B.  N.  Richardson,  Los  Angeles  (money 
loaned  to  O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.)  $1,757.50; 
Rooney  Brothers,  Chicago  (money  loaned  to 
O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.),  $100;  H.  N.  Schwar- 
german,  Chicago  (money  loaned  to  O.  S.  Rich¬ 
ardson  &.  Co.),  $500;  A.  Gottlieb,  Chicago 
(money  loaned  to  O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.), 
$500;  H.  Steineck,  Chicago  (money  loaned  to 
O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.),  $589.59;  T.  G. 
Schwartz,  Chicago  (promissory  note),  $500; 
W.  C.  Miller,  Chicago  (note  O.  S.  Richardson, 
August  Lenke  and  J.  C.  Page),  $1,500;  Ford  H. 
Rogers,  Detroit  (note  O.  S.  Richardson  and 
August  Lenke),  $3,000;  J.  H.  Bishop,  Chicago 
(note  O.  S.  Richardson),  $8,000;  O.  H.  Hedrich 
&  Co.,  Chicago  (note  O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co.), 
$2,500;  Loesch,  Scofield  &  Loesch,  Chicago 
(legal  service),  $3,514.91;  W.  P.  Rend,  Chicago 
(note  of  Collins  Coal  Company  to  O.  S.  Rich¬ 
ardson  &  Co.  indorsed  by  O.  S.  Richardson  & 
Co.  and  O,  S.  Richardson),  $2,500;  Clairmont 
Coal  Company,  Chicago  (money  loaned  to 
O.  S.  Richardson),  $2,000.  The  following  are 
the  liabilities  on  notes  which  ought  to  be  paid 
by  drawers,  makers,  acceptors  or  indorsers: 
Metropolitan  Trust  &  Savings  Bank,  Chicago 
(note  Collins  Coal  Company,  indorsed  O.  S. 
Richardson,  should  be  paid  by  Collins  Coal 
Company),  $5,000;  Metropolitan  Trust  &  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  Chicago  (note  of  Rooney  Brothers, 
indorsed  O.  S.  Richardson,  should  be  paid  by 
Rooney  Brothers),  $1,950;  Metropolitan  Trust 
&  Savings  Bank,  Chicago  (note  of  McMahon  & 
Scanlon,  indorsed  O.  S.  Richardson,  should  be 
paid  by  McMahon  &  Scanlon),  $2,400;  Conti¬ 
nental  National  Bank,  Chicago  (note  of  E.  H. 
Lomax  to  National  Mining  &  Milling  Com¬ 
pany,  guaranteed  by  Richardson,  Page  and 
Lenke,  should  be  paid  by  E.  H.  Lomax),  $2,000; 
R.  B.  Butterfield,  Norfield,  Miss,  (note  of  Col¬ 
lins  Coal  Company  to  Butterfield,  indorsed 
O.  S.  Richardson),  $5,000;  Hostler  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  Chicago  (note  of  Collins  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  indorsed  O.  S.  Richardson),  $1,500;  Mor¬ 
gan  Gardner  Electric  Company,  Chicago  (note 
of  Collins  Coal  Company,  indorsed  O.  S.  Rich¬ 
ardson),  $1,500;  First  National  Bank  of  Brazil, 
Brazil,  Indiana  (note  of  Collins  Coal  Company, 
indorsed  by  O.  S.  Richardson),  $1,500. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  has  just  been  held.  Commissioner  Hal- 
lock  on  that  occasion  reported  that,  whereas  two 
years  ago  petty  jealousies  existed,  harmony  rules 
today;  that,  while  the  railroads  were  autocratic  then,  they  are  now  con¬ 
ciliatory  and  that,  although  some  dealers  were  inclined  to  dishonesty 
in  delivering  coal,  they  now  assume  the  principle  that  honesty  is  the 
best  policy.  To  have  accomplished  all  this  in  two  years  is  treading  on 
the  heels  of  the  miraculous. 

Chicago  is,  of  course,  an  incident  merely  in  the  national  coal  prob¬ 
lem  but  an  incident  nevertheless.  The  Chicago  association,  as  such, 
has  no  great  hold  upon  the  outside  coal  world,  but  the  deeds  of  the 
association,  as  displayed  by  this  report,  grasp  and  hold  the  interest  of 
the  individual.  To  have  brought  harmony  from  strife,  consideration 
from  autocracy  and  honesty  from  dishonesty  commands  the  attention 
of  all,  if  only  to  study  the  methods  by  which  the  results  were  obtained. 
In  the  association  action  there  was  no  agreement  on  prices,  no  effort 
to  evade  the  law,  no  coercion  of  one  member  by  another  or  by  the 
association.  The  dishonest  were  made  to  feel  the  weight  of  the  law, 
the  railroads  to  know  the  power  of  collective  action  and  the  association 
members  were  taught  to  figure  costs  that  they  might  understand  more 
satisfactorily  what  must  be  the  margin  between  the  cost  and  the  selling 
price  to  guarantee  a  given  return  on  the  business  done. 

The  result  of  all  this  is  that  buyers  can  now  proceed  with  greater 
assurance  than  ever  before  and  members  of  the  trade  can  make  a 
profit  honestly  and  stay  out  of  the  bankruptcy  courts.  For  these  re¬ 
sults  the  association  can  claim  a  right  to  the  hearty  appreciation  of 
the  entire  coal  trade  whether  centered  in  Chicago  or  scattered  broad¬ 
cast  throughout  the  nation. 


The  tendency  of  the  times  is  to  centralize  business 
Economizing  in  the  cities.  It  is  a  well  understood  trend  of  the 
Yard  S  ace  hour  to  transact  business  inside  the  corporate  lim- 
**  *  its  and  live  in  the  suburbs.  But  no  matter  what 

the  tendency  as  to  living,  the  tendency  of  business  is  to  centralize.  With 
every  growth  of  centralization  property,  in  that  vicinity,  becomes  more 
and  more  valuable.  The  increase  in  value  of  real  estate  demands  the 
use  of  every  possible  foot  of  ground  space  and  that  under  our  method 
of  doing  business  as  much  of  a  structure  be  erected  on  a  strip  of  ground 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion  warrant. 

The  coal  trade  is  in  no  wise  exempted  from  this  general  tendency. 
The  more  buildings  are  erected  upon  a  certain  piece  of  .ground  the 
more  the  buildings  rise  into  the  air;  the  more  coal  will  be  consumed; 
and  the  more  necessary  it  is  going  to  be  for  a  coal  dealer  to 
be  close  to  the  center  of  the  greatest  consumption.  It  is  his  business 
to  have  his  office  and  yard  located  near  the  point  of  consumption  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  to  cut  down  the  cost  of  transportation.  No 
man  to  save  rental  or  ground  cost  can  afford  to  go  too  far  away  from 
his  customer.  In  every  city  coal  dealers  are  being  confronted  with  the 
necessity  to  increase  business,  while  curtailing  the  amount  of  yard 


room.  It  is  realized  that  the  coal  pocket  conforms  to  all  modern  demands. 

It  does  away  with  manual  labor  and  substitutes  machinery.  It 
gives  storage  capacity  and  thus  eliminates  the  possibility  of  demurrage. 
Properly  constructed  it  gives  a  fresh  supply  of  coal  always  moving  out 
from  the  bottom  of  the  pocket.  Properly  safeguarded  it  is  virtually  an 
assurance  against  fire.  The  coal  pocket  has  its  place  in  the  future  of  the 
coal  trade  and  the  dealers  may  as  well  figure  upon  it. 


From  all  appearances  the  influence  of  the  human 
Mine  Workers  element  in  business  is  to  be  decided.  It  is  going  to 
qjj  Trial  be  Proved>  >n  aU  probability,  which  is  the  stronger, 
the  love  of  personal  glory  or  the  cause  for  which 
one’s  fellows  are  striving.  This  question  is  practically  put  up  to  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  solve  at  a  convention  now  being 
held  at  Indianapolis.  That  convention  is  going  to  determine  what  stand 
it  will  take  with  regard  to  future  relations  between  the  miners  and  the 
operators  and,  in  this  probable  line-up  of  affairs,  the  personal  equation 
is  going  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

John  Mitchell,  the  retiring  president  of  that  organization,  has  a 
strong  hold  upon  the  American  affection.  He  has  even  a  stronger  hold 
upon  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  He  has 
conducted  himself  with  bravery  and  honesty,  although  sometimes, 
driven  on  by  his  association,  he  has  not  always  been  consistent.  There 
is  no  desire  or  intention  here  to  assail  Mr.  Mitchell  personally.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  desire  to  dim,  by  any  degree,  the  luster  of  his  career. 
Neither  is  there  any  desire  to  detract  from  what  reputation  the  incom¬ 
ing  president  may  have  made  for  himself  in  the  years  that  he  has  been 
associated  with  the  Mine  Workers.  But  the  facts  in  the  case  warrant 
looking  squarely  in  the  face  and  hewing  absolutely  to  the  line,  letting 
the  chips  fall  where  they  will. 

Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Lewis  are  apparently  adopting  different  poli¬ 
cies.  They  both  must  see  that  the  mine  operators,  as  a  whole,  are  not 
ready  to  continue  active  production  unless  forced  to  it.  They  do  not 
want  the  market  demoralized  by  a  useless  output  of  fuel  for  which 
there  is  not  a  particle  of  demand.  One  side  of  the  labor  organization  is 
disposed  to  accede  to  the  demands  of  the  operators  and  wait  at  least 
several  weeks  before  trying  to  get  to  an  agreement.  But  one  side  of  the 
organization  apparently  desires  to  have  this  interstate  agreement  matter 
closed  up  before  Mr.  Mitchell  retires.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  for  Mr. 
Mitchell  to  have  an  agreement  signed  before  he  leaves  office.  With  all 
possible  deference  to  Mr.  Mitchell’s  career  and  with  all  possible  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  merits,  the  coal  trade  is  not  willing  to  change  its  policies'  to  suit 
the  personal  ambitions  of  Mr.  Mitchell.  The  Mine  Workers’  organization 
is  consequently  on  trial.  It  has  to  determine,  in  the  next  few  days,  whether 
it  is  going  to  stand  for  the  ultimate  best  interests  or  whether  it  will  be  swayed 
by  sentimentality  and  force  something  to  an  issue  for  which  no  one  is  ready. 


It  is  impossible  to  make  a  dishonest  man  honest,  by 
Legislation  and  law,  a  careless  man  reliable  by  statute  or  a  cunning 

Mind  Regulation  man  'n£enuous  by  decree.  These  things  have  been 
tried  since  the  world  began  and  every  case  has  met 
with  a  dismal  failure.  The  results  along  these  lines  today  are  not 
worth  the  powder. 

Mine  disasters  have  been  commanding  the  attention  of  the  United 
States  for  the  last  five  or  six  months.  Off  and  on  for  the  last  thirty 
years  they  have  come  up  to  disturb  our  equanimity.  We  now  are  able 
to  know  the  cause;  we  are  beginning  to  understand  the  remedy.  We 
are  beginning  to  appreciate  that  the  peril  of  the  coal  mine  is  needless. 
It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  coal  mine  explosions  result  from: 
first,  gases,  and,  second,  from  the  explosion  of  dust  or  by  a  combination 
of  the  two.  To  keep  down  the  dust  and  purify  the  air  are  the  main 
things  for  consideration.  It  will  not  do  to  place  upon  the  statute 
books  of  the  state  or  upon  the  federal  statutes  a  law  which  requires 
mine  operators  to  do  something  of  that  kind.  If  they  have  a  disposi¬ 
tion,  in  that  direction,  they  are  going  to  neglect  their  plants  anyway. 

The  states  can,  however,  increase  the  inspection  department.  They 
can  make  shot  firers  a  necessity  according  to  the  statute.  They  can 
require  that  men  be  removed  from  the  mines  before  coal  is  blown 
down.  The  government  or  the  state  can  demand  that  no  person  shall 
be  elected  a  mine  inspector  who  can  not  pass  a  prescribed  examination. 
They  can  lay  down  certain  rules  for  the  conduct  of  mining  property. 
These  things  will  not  prevent  explosions  in  the  future;  they  will  not 
make  the  men  less  careless;  the  operators  any  more  considerate;  or  a 
few  men  less  viciously  inconsiderate  of  the  welfare  of  their  fellows,  but 
they  can  make  such  restrictions  as  will  tend  naturally  to  curtail  the 
number  of  and  seriousness  of  these  disasters. 


The  Chicago 
Association. 
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Meeting  of  Miners  at  Indianapolis. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  March  12. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — John  Mitchell’s  convention  to  take 
up  the  matter  of  a  new  wage  scale  for  the  miners 
and  operators  of  Indiana,  Ohio,  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Illinois  began  here  today.  There  are 
several  hundred  delegates  representing  the  inter¬ 
state  field.  Probably  a  score  of  operators  and 
their  representatives  arrived  today  to  keep  in 
touch  with  affairs. 

It  is  not  apparent,  as  yet,  what,  will  be  the 
outcome  of  the  convention.  Mitchell  is  said  to 
have  determined  on  making  a  scale  for  the  min¬ 
ers  and  calling  on  the  operators  to  sign  it  indi¬ 
vidually  between  now  and  April  1,  if  they  will 
not  meet  with  him  in  an  interstate  convention. 

Another  thing  that  he  has  decided,  it  is  re¬ 
ported,  is  that  he  proposes  to  leave  his'  office 
April  1,  having  fixed  a  definite  policy  for  his  suc¬ 
cessor,  Thomas  Lewis,  of  Bridgeport,  Ohio. 
Whether  or  not  Lewis  or  his  contingent  will  per¬ 
mit  themselves  to  be  tied  hand  and  foot  for  the 
next  year  by  Mitchell  is  an  open  question  that 
may  not  be  settled  until  after  there  is  an  ex¬ 
change  of  broadsides  in  the  convention.  Lewis 
feels  that  he  should  be  left  free  to  work  out  the 
wage  settlement  for  the  next  year  if  an  agree¬ 
ment  is  not  reached  by  April  1,  and  it  is  likely 
that  he  will  refuse  to  stand  for  any  effort  to 
bind  him  to  Mitchell’s  policies.  Under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  convention  begun  today  may  have 
a  spectacular  and  highly  interesting  finish. 

It  is  believed  that  all  of  the  miners’  officials 
will  be  pleased  if  they  can  have  the  present  scale 
held  over  for  another  year.  They  may  make  their 
usual  bluff,  however,  for  an  increase  and  then 
back  down  to  the  present  figures.  Miners,  gener¬ 
ally,  realize  that  the  last  year  has  not  been  a  good 
one  with  the  operators  and  that  there  is  little 
ground  for  demanding  an  increase. 

The  Indiana  miners  have  decided  not  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  anything  about  a  scale  until  after 
the  convention  here  takes  some  action.  The 
position  of  the  Indiana  operators  is  said  to  be 
the  same  as  it  was  during  the  recent  negotia¬ 
tions.  They  are  willing  to  join  in  a  call  for  an 
interstate  convention  at  any  time. 

The  miners’  officials  anticipate  a  suspension  be¬ 
ginning  April  1,  as  they  have  received  informa¬ 
tion  from  every  field  that  the  operators  are  get¬ 
ting  out  as  much  coal  as  possible.  The  miners 
are  in  about  the  same  shape  financially  as  they 
were  two  years  ago  when  the  interstate  move¬ 
ment  was  broken  off.  They  have  enough  money 
to  stand  for  several  weeks’  idleness,  but  their 
million-dollar  defense  fund  is  a  mythical  proposi¬ 
tion. 

So  far  as  the  coal  trade  in  Indiana  is  con¬ 
cerned  it  has  picked  up  a  little  since  the  miners 
and  operators  adjourned  two  weeks  ago  without 
agreeing  to  hold  an  interstate  convention.  The 
demand  is  better.  Very  few  large  manufactur¬ 
ing  concerns  had  much  coal  on  hand,  as  many 
have  been  shut  down  for  several  weeks  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  financial  stringency.  However,  re¬ 
ports  from  various  parts  of  the  state  indicate 
that  the  wheels  of  industry  are  being  oiled 
and  that  within  a  very  short  time  most  of  the 
factories  will  be  running  along  as  they  were  last 
fall  when  the  banks  clamped  on  the  lid  and  re¬ 
fused  money  for  pay  rolls. 

The  conditions,  naturally,  are  favorable  to  an 
improvement  in  the  steam  coal  trade,  but  with 
the  prospect  of  a  suspension  there  is  an  addi¬ 
tional  incentive  for  the  manufacturers  to  place 
heavy  orders.  The  result  is  that  the  operators 
are  getting  out  more  coal  than  for  several  months. 
Prices,  however,  have  not  been  advanced. 


April  Settlement  Expected. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  March  12. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — With  every  sidetrack  in  the  unor¬ 
ganized  districts  of  West  Virginia,  along  the  line 
of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  and  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio,  filled  with  loaded  coal  cars,  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  a  tie-up  in  the  four  competitive 
union  States,  a  prolonged  suspension  among  the 
latter  is  an  improbability.  The  action  of  the  min¬ 
ers’  special  national  convention  at  Indianapolis 
this  week  is  a  mere  formality  and  has  little  real 
bearing  upon  the  situation. 

So  far  as  the  relations  between  the  miners  and 


operators  are  concerned,  it  was  practically  decided 
months  ago  that  there  would  be  no  change  in  the 
present  scale.  Factional  differences  among  the 
miners  themselves  on  the  matter  of  leadership, 
and  among  the  operators,  on  the  other  hand,  on 
the  matter  of  differentials,  have  been  the  causes 
which  have  held  negotiations  up  so  far.  As  re¬ 
gards  the  first  phase  of  the  situation,  the  partisans 
of  T.  L.  Lewis,  the  national  president-elect,  are 
dominant  in  the  control  of  the  organization,  and 
inasmuch  as  President  Mitchell’s  term  of  office 
was  to  expire  on  April  1,  they  have  felt  that  he 
should  have  been  willing  to  give  the  incoming 
president  a  prominent  share  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  joint  agreement,  as  the  latter  will  have  all  the 
hard  detail  work  in  straightening  out  district 
agreements. 

Whether  justly  or  otherwise,  the  opinion  pre¬ 
vails  as  Mr.  Lewis  was  not  Mr.  Mitchell’s  choice 
as  a  successor,  the  latter  feels  disposed  to  embar¬ 
rass  rather  than  help  Lewis  in  the  task  of  taking 
hold  of  the  duties  of  the  presidency.  This  belief 
exists  outside  the  ranks  of  the  miners,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Ohio.  Patrick  McBryde,  agent  of  the 
Eastern  Ohio  Operators’  Association,  in  a  recent 
interview  in  the  Pittsburg  Dispatch,  charges 
Mitchell  with  having  broken  up  the  interstate 
agreement,  and,  having  failed  in  the  attempt  to  re¬ 
establish  it,  is  trying  now  to  dictate  to  the  new 
administration  and  to  involve  it  in  difficulties. 
Lewis’  friends  are  on  hand  in  force  at  Indianap¬ 
olis  this  week  to  fight  any  measure  that  the  oppo¬ 
sition  may  attempt  to  put  through  that  would 
handicap  the  new  president  in  working  out  the 
joint  agreement  problem.  From  the  first  Ohio  op¬ 
erators  have  not  been  in  favor  of  settling  this 
question  under  the  present  administration,  but  if 
their  influence  should  prevail  with  the  producers 
of  other  parts  of  the  competitive  field  the  scale 
will  be  arranged  within  a  week  or  two  after 
April  1. 


The  Labor  Situation. 

About  100  delegates  left  Pittsburgh  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  for  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  on  a  special 
train  to  attend  a  special  national  convention  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  at  which 
the  question  of  deciding  the  wage  scale  for  the 
coming  year  will  again  be  taken  up.  The  officers 
of  district  No.  5,  which  have  jurisdiction  over 
the  miners  of  the  Pittsburgh  district,  are  divided 
in  their  opinion  as  to  what  course  will  be  taken 
at  the  national  gathering  this  week.  Some  of 
them  claim  that  a  short  strike  cannot  possibly 
be  avoided  in  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois,  while  the  rest  seem  to  be  of 
the  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  strike.  This 
uncertainty  is  said  to  arise  to  a  great  extent  from 
the  fact  that  on  April  1,  the  day  the  present  wage 
scale  expires,  T.  L.  Lewis  succeeds  John  Mitchell 
as  president  of  the  organization.  Patrick  Mc¬ 
Bride,  secretary  of  the  Pittsburgh  Vein  Opera¬ 
tors’  Association  of  Ohio,  was  in  Pittsburgh  this 
week  and  at  headquarters  in  this  city  is  said  to 
have  made  the  statement  that  John  Mitchell  in¬ 
tends  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  embarrass 
the  administration  of  President-elect  Thomas  L. 
Lewis  before  Mr.  Lewis  takes  charge  on  April  1. 
This  remark  is  considered  significant,  and  it  is 
expected  that  there  will  be  some  interesting 
times  at  the  convention  this  week. 

The  Pittsburgh  operators  take  a  rather  hopeful 
view  of  the  matter,  and  in  many  cases  claim  that 
a  strike  will  certainly  be  avoided.  On  the  other 
hand,  some  of  the  operators  claim  that  although 
the  lake  season  has  opened,  the  demand  for  coal 
is  comparatively  light,  and  that  a  short  suspen¬ 
sion  of  operations  in  the  mines  in  this  vicinity 
would  improve  conditions  generally  throughout 
the  entire  district. 

While  the  majority  of  the  coal  operators  and 
miners  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  profess  to  be 
optimistic  as  to  the  ultimate  outcome  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  relating  to  the  wage  scale  at  the  present 
time,  nearly  all  of  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  Pittsburgh  district  have  started,  to  store 
quantities  of  coal  to  be  fallen  back  on  in  case  the 
looked-for  strike  continues  for  any  length  of 
time.  As  many  of  the  plants  are  now  resuming 
operations  after  having  been  closed  down  for 
some  weeks  or  even  months,  the  results  in  most 


cases  would  be  disastrous  were  they  forced  to 
close  down  after  the  fires  are  started  even  for 
a  few  weeks.  Every  available  portion  of  the 
storage  yards  are,  therefore,  being  utilized  and 
immense  quantities  of  coal  will  be  stored  within 
the  next  two  weeks. 


Labor  in  the  Southwest. 

Whether  or  not  there  will  be  a  coal  strike  will 
be  decided  April  1,  when  the  contracts  of  the 
operators  with  the  miners  expire.  The  mine 
workers  probably  will  ask  for  an  increase  in  the 
wage  scale.  The  operators  have  said,  however, 
that  the  present  business  conditions  do  not  justify 
an  increase.  Should  the  strike  come  it  will  af¬ 
fect  a  very  large  territory  as  the  Southwestern 
Dealers’  Association  includes  Missouri,  Kansas, 
Arkansas  and  Oklahoma.  The  wage  scale  ques¬ 
tion  is  sure  to  cause  a  protracted  discussion  be¬ 
tween  operators  and  miners  after  the  contracts 
expire. 

Two  hundred  miners  were  thrown  out  of  work 
yesterday  at  McAlester,  Ok.,  when  the  Richfield 
mine  No.  7  shut  down.  It  is  feared  that  this  is 
the  beginning  of  a  general  shut-down  of  mines 
in  the  McAlester  district.  The  big  coal  ovens 
mine  near  Krebs  probably  will  shut  down  in  a 
day  or  two.  The  miners  are  claiming  that  it  is  a 
movement  to  forestall  a  strike. 


February  Anthracite  Output 


I  he  complete  statement  of  anthracite  coal 
output  for  F’ebruary  of  this  year  has  just  been 
compiled  and  shows  a  total  production  of 
4,503,756  tons.  This  compares  with  4,563,720 
for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago,  which 
means  a  decrease  of  49,964  tons.  This  reduc¬ 
tion  is  much  less  than  was  anticipated,  seeing 
the  constant  necessity  of  some  coal  companies 
to  reduce  production  several  days  at  a  time  in 
order  to  keep  abreast  of  market  conditions. 

The  statement  is  also  compiled  showing  that 
for  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  the  output 
was  10,122,095,  compared  with  9,813,666.  This 
means  an  increase  for  the  two  months  of  308,- 
429  tons,  the  increase  in  output  for  January 
over  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding 
year  offsetting  the  decrease  in  February  output 
and  establishing  a  considerable  balance  in  favor 
of  this  year’s  production.  Since  the  statements 
show  that  shipments  away  from  the  mines  have 
been  slightly  less  this  year  than  last,  the.  indi¬ 
cations  are  that  some  of  the  coal  companies 


have  added  to  their  stocks  to  some  extent.  For 
March  the  output  will  not  probably  exceed  that 
of  a  year  ago  because  the  buying  now  is  light 
in  anticipation  of  slack  business  until  after  the 
first  of  April,  and  the  coal  companies  do  not 
care,  at  this  time,  to  increase  the  amount  in 
storage,  preferring  to  leave  that  work  until 
next  summer.  It  is  a  reasonable  assumption, 
however,  that  the  anthracite  companies  will  en¬ 
deavor  to  get  very  satisfactory  stocks  on  hand 
this  coming  summer  in  anticipation  of  a  good 
demand  next  year,  especially  in  anticipation  of 
some  difficulty  with  the  miners  when  the  agree¬ 
ment  is  under  discussion  the  1st  of  April  next 
year.  The  anthracite  production  for  February 
by  companies  and  for  the  two  months  ended 
February  29  is  as  follows: 


February —  1908. 

P.  &  R .  833,954 

Lehigh  Valley  ....  692,144 
Cent.  R.  R.  N.  J.  601,337 

D.,  L.  &  W .  730,048 

D.  &  H .  502,498 

Pennsylvania  .  446,184 

Erie  .  496,922 

Ontario  &  Western  200,669 


1907.  Inc.  Dec. 

927,220  93,266 

772,410  80,266 

604,568  3,231 

760,531  30,483 

443,027  69,471  . 

404,042  42,142  . 

457,718  39,204  . 

194,204  6,465  . 


Totals . 4,503,756  4,563,720  .  59,964 


The  shipments  of  the  companies  for  two 
months  ending  February  29  have  been  as  fol¬ 


lows: 

Year  to  date —  1908. 

P.  &  R .  1,933,434 

Lehigh  Valley  ...  1,703,580 
Cent.  R.  R.  N.  J.  1,324,302 

D.,  L.  &  W .  1,573,003 

D.  &  H .  1,071,625 

Pennsylvania  ....  961,004 

Erie  .  1,113,954 

Ontario  &  West..  441,193 


1907. 

Inc. 

Dec. 

1,998,118 

64,684 

1,655,770 

47,810 

1,237,919 

86,383 

1,623,031 

50,028 

969,053 

102,572 

911,649 

49,355 

990,218 

23,736 

427,908 

13,285 

Totals . 10,122,095  9,813,666  308,429 
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General  Review. 


Consumers  Are  Indifferent  as  to  Mine 
Troubles  and  the  Buying,  Tem¬ 
porarily  Is  Light. 


Market  conditions  in  coal  are  still  influenced 
by  the  possibility  of  a  suspension  of  the  mines 
after  the  first  of  April  and  by  the  weather  con¬ 
ditions.  Neither  appear  to  be  of  enough  conse¬ 
quence  to  the  consumers  to  influence  any  consid¬ 
erable  buying  of  coal. 

Although  the  1st  of  April  is  only  two  weeks 
away  and  although  very  little  coal  could  be  stored 
in  the  remaining  time,  consumers  have  been  buy¬ 
ing  very  scantily  in  anticipation  of  a  shut-down 
of  the  mines.  In  a  few  instances  the  railroads 
have  been  providing  for  their  future  supply  by 
taking  the  maximum  instead  of  the  minimum 
amounts  required  by  their  contracts.  A  few  re¬ 
ports  have  been  in  circulation  that  the  railroads 
were  buying  in  lots  of  25,000  to  50,000  tons,  in 
addition  to  contracts,  but  these  reports  have 
lacked  substantiation.  Manufacturing  concerns 
have  been  increasing  shipments  on  contract,  tak¬ 
ing,  in  some  cases,  about  double  the  normal 
amount.  Some  of  the  latter  have,  within  the 
week,  not  only  shut  off  any  further  excess  ship¬ 
ments  but  have  actually  curtailed  shipments  on 
regular  contracts.  The  dealers  are  pretty  well 
stocked  with  coal  and,  on  account  of  the  unsea¬ 
sonable  weather,  they  are  not  taking  any  pre¬ 
cautions  whatever  against  a  possible  stoppage  of 
the  supply  after  April  1.  While  the  wholesalers 
have,  naturally,  expected  the  possibility  of  a 
strike  to  have  a  considerable  influence  upon  the 
market  during  March,  this  influence  has  been 
of  a  negligible  quantity. 

The  labor  situation  is  still  as  much  of  an  un¬ 
certainty  as  ever.  The  miners  are  in  session  at 
Indianapolis  and  while  drastic  action  may  possi¬ 
bly  be  taken,  such  is  hardly  probable.  Until  the 
miners  have  completed  their  deliberations  it  will 
be  impossible  to  say  what  is  to  be  done  with 
regard  to  opening  the  mines  after  the  1st  of 
April.  Just  now  it  seems  possible  that  the  one 
thing  likely  to  occur  is,  that  the  miners’  organi¬ 
zation  will  begin  to  play  one  state  against  another 
in  order  to  get  the  mines  open  about  the  1st  of 
April,  even  though,  by  adopting  this  course,  they 
would  take  such  a  position  as  would  make  a 
joint  inter-state  agreement  an  impossibility  for 
another  year  or  two. 

Coal  production  in  all  territories  is  still  on  a 
very  much  restricted  basis.  The  anthracite  out¬ 
put  for  the  last  coal  year  was  unusually  heavy 
and  regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  output  for 
last  four  months  has  established  a  new  record, 
the  stocks  have  been  reduced  some  118,000  tons. 
This  leaves  practically  700,000  tons  in  storage. 
The  anthracite  companies  do  not  care  to  increase 
this  just  now  and,  consequently,  the  mines  are 
being  slowed  down.  Further  action  along  this 
line  is  not  improbable.  On  account  of  the  warm 
weather  and  the  April  reduction  which  is  only 
two  weeks  away,  it  is  impossible  to  expect  any 
increase  in  production  for  the  remainder  of  the 
month  at  least. 

No  bituminous  mines  are  today  producing 
more  than  fiftv  per  cent  of  their  normal  amounts, 
this  being  true  of  the  Ohio  and  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  field,  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  field 
and  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  field  and  the  pro¬ 
ducing  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Any 
effort  to  increase  this  production  results  imme¬ 
diately  in  a  secrifice  of  the  product.  Manufac¬ 
turing  concerns,  while  talking  of  increasing  their 
output,  have  not  begun  to  do  so  and,  consequently, 
the  steam  demand  is  way  below  the  normal.. 
The  weather,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  has 
been  springlike  and  consequently  the  domestic 
consumption  has  been  light.  All  these  conditions 
have  reacted  directly  back  upon  the  coal  trade 
making  for  rather  a  dull  and  unsatisfactory  week. 


The  Monongah  mines,  Nos.  6  and  8,  of  the 
Fairmont  Coal  Company,  in  which  an  explo¬ 
sion,  on  December  6  last  year,  killed  360  men, 
were  reopened  this  week.  The  officials  had 
hundreds  of  applications  from  miners  who 
wished  to  go  to  work  in  the  operations.  The 
mines  have  been  put  in  first  class  condition 
since  the  explosion. 


Chicago  Market. 


Buyers  Are  Not  Much  Impressed  by  the 
Strike  Scare  and  Curtail 
Orders. 


The  Chicago  market  for  the  week  is  an 
enigma.  It  appears  to  have  the  sleeping  sick¬ 
ness.  With  the  first  of  April  only  two  weeks 
away  and  with  the  miners  starting  a  session  in 
Indianapolis  to  determine  what  course  they 
are  going  to  pursue  with  regard  to  closing 
the  mines  or  entering  a  new  agreement,  the 
buyers  are  listless  and  unconcerned.  Appar¬ 
ently  only  a  few  of  them  have  any  thought 
for  tomorrow,  being  satisfied  with  the  things 
of  today. 

Some  steam  plants  have  been  taking  a  lit¬ 
tle  additional  coal  on  contract  from  time  to 
time,  but  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  they 
began  to  curtail  shipments.  The  members 
of  the  trade  expected  exactly  the  reverse 
and  the  surprise  of  producers  and  dealers  can 
be  more  easily  imagined  than  explained.  Al¬ 
though  most  operators  and  jobbers  have  ex¬ 
pected  prices  to  be  on  a  rising  scale  for  this 
week,  it  is  seen  that  in  some  instances  prices 
have  been  accepted  which  are  below  the  cost 
of  production.  The  next  few  days  may  bring 
a  change  in  conditions,  but  just  now  the 
market  is  not  favorable. 

The  price  of  screenings  has  been  steady 
and  they  are  sold  for  anywhere  from  thirty 
to  sixty-five  cents  at  the  mine.  Lump  coal 
is  not  wanted  at  all  and  some  extraordinarily 
low  figures  have  been  offered  on  Carterville. 
With  screenings  selling  as  they  are,  mine- 
run  is  not  finding  much  of  a  market  generally. 
The  eastern  coals  are  coming  in  a  little  more 
freely  and  some  off  grades  have  sold  for  very 
low  figures,  but  the  standard  article  is  still 
reasonably  strong. 

The  anthracite  coal  market  is  dead  for  the 
time  being  because  only  two  weeks  from  now 
the  new  prices  go  into  effect,  provided  the 
circulars  are  issued,  announcing  the  fifty-cent 
reductions  this  spring,  the  same  as  usual. 
Some  consumers  are  holding  off,  expecting 
to  get  a  reduction  in  the  price  from  the  inde¬ 
pendent  operators  about  the  latter  part  of 
next  week.  Meanwhile  the  supply  of  all  sizes 
about  equals  the  demand  with  the  exception 
of  nut,  which  is  still  short. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  has  been  up  and  down 
this  week.  It  rose  a  little  after  the  strike 
scare  and  has  now  eased  off  again,  being  about 
steady  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  as  follows:  Chunks, 
$2.50  to  $2.75;  nut,  $2.40  to  $2.65;  lj^-inch 
steam  lump,  $2.35  to  $2.65;  domestic  nut, 
$2.50  to  $2.65. 

Third  vein  coal  has  been  reasonably  strong 
this  week.  Consumers  are  not  falling  over 
themselves  to  buy  coal,  nevertheless  those 
having  contracts  are  increasing  their  speci¬ 
fications.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine- 
run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25j  standard  lump,  $2.15; 
washed  nut,  $2.15 ;  screenings,  $1.60. 

DuQuoin  coal  flattened  out  again  this  week 
under  the  influance  of  an  increased  shipment 
into  this  market.  Possibly  some  of  the  pro¬ 
ducers  thought  to  take  advantage  of  the  re¬ 
cent  tendency  as  an  outgrowth  of  the  possible 
strike  and  so  shipped  more  coal  into  Chicago 
to  be  put  in  on  the  rise.  The  market  has  now 
quieted  down  again  and  shipments  are  being 
curtailed.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine- 
run,  $1.70;  2-inch  egg  or  lump,  $1.90  to  $2.00; 
No.  1  nut,  $1.85;  screenings,  $1.30  to  $1.35. 

Springfield  coal  consumers  are  disposed  now 
and  then  to  take  a  few  more  cars  per  day 
on  contracts  than  heretofore  and  consequently 
this  extra  shipment,  which  is  in  anticipation 
of  labor  difficulties,  is  having  a  tendency  to 
strengthen  the  market  just  a  little.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  firm:  Mine-run,  $1.70  to 
$1.75;  screenings,  $1.35  to  $1.40;  nut,  $2.00; 
egg  or  lump,  $2.25;  lj^-inch  lump,  $1.90. 

Carterville  Coal  is  still  coming  unsold  into 
the  Chicago  market  and  consequently  some 
of  the  product  is  being  hawked  around  at 
rather  low  prices.  It  seems  that  the  screen¬ 


ings  are  in  pretty  good  demand  and  the  sup¬ 
ply  reasonably  short,  but  that  the  larger  sized 
lump  and  egg  are  superabundant.  One  or  two 
instances  have  been  reported  this  week  of 
where  6-inch  egg  coal  has  sold  at  $2.00  a  ton  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago.  On  mine  shipments  for  Chi¬ 
cago  delivery  we  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines: 
Mine-run,  90  cents;  lj4-inch  screenings,  55 
cents;  lump  or  egg,  $1.10  to  $1.20. 

Clinton  coal  operators  are  of  the  belief  that 
any  prices  quoted  now  are  temporary  because 
they  expect  a  rapid  rise  in  values  in  a  few 
days  as  the  outgrowth  of  the  Indianapolis 
miners’  meeting.  They  expect  the  mines  to  be 
suspended  for  a  short  time  and  consequently 
expect  prices  to  rise.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  Screenings,  $1.50;  mine-run,  $1.80;  4- 

inch  domestic  lump,  $2.40;  steam  lump,  $2.05. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  has  shared 
in  the  general  weakness  which  developed 
after  Monday.  Apparently  the  consumers  are 
pretty  generally  beginning  to  believe  that  a 
strike  will  not  have  much  influence  upon  the 
market.  At  least  they  are  acting  that  way 
or  have  enough  on  hand  to  be  able  to  disre¬ 
gard  any  strike  influence.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Chunks  or  egg,  $2.30  to  $2.50; 

steam  lump,  $2.15  to  $2.40. 

Brazil  Block  has  been  dull  within  the  week 
because  of  the  favorable  weather  for  the  con¬ 
sumer.  The  demand  has  not  been  strong  in 
the  country  and  consequently  the  prices  vary 
in  Chicago  from  $2.70  to  $2.90  delivered. 

The  Eastern  Coals.  _ 

The  Hocking  market  has  not  been  overly 
brisk  within  the  week.  The  dealers  cannot  be 
convinced  that  it  is  going  to  stand  them  in 
hand  to  stack  up  on  account  of  a  possible 
shortage  after  April  first  and  consequently 
are  buying  very  little.  The  steam  buyers  have 
been  taking  a  few  cars  here  and  there  over 
and  above  -what  their  contracts  call  for  and 
this  has  helped  out  the  market  some.  The 
shippers  of  standard  Hocking  have  refused 
to  move  anything  away  from  the  mines  unless 
sold  at  circular  and  consequently  we  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Standard  Hocking,  $3.15; 
Jackson  Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8  fy-inch 
lump,  $2.65  to  $2.75. 

Kanawha  coal  can  be  had  in  abundance. 
Most  of  the  shippers  of  splint  refuse  abso¬ 
lutely  to  send  in  coal  unless  it  is  sold,  but 
some  consignment  coal  has  come  upon  the 
market  and  has  broken  the  price.  We  hear  of 
some  sales  made  below  $3.00  a  ton  delivered 
in  Chicago,  but  the  direct  shippers  would  not 
take  less  than  $3.25  on  direct  mine  shipments. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  comparatively  quiet 
because  most  of  that  coming  in  is  being  sup¬ 
plied  on  contracts  and  the  dealers  make  sure 
that  they  will  not  have  any  surplus  over  and 
above  contract  requirements.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago:  Three-quarter-inch  gas,  $3.15  to 
$3.25;  54 -inch  steam,  $3.05  to  $3.15;  lj/j-inch 
steam  lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

Smokeless  mine-run  has  been  sold  in  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  all  the  way  from  a  basis  of 
45  cents,  at  the  mines,  to  $1.10  for  mine-run. 
Outside  of  a  few  shipments  on  contract  not 
even  the  higher  grade  coals  have  moved  much 
above  $1.15.  Not  much  coal  was  sold  at  $2.50 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  and  the  quality  of  it  is  un¬ 
certain,  but  some  coal  passing  for  smokeless 
has  sold  in  several  carlots  at  that  figure.  The 
mine-run  prices  on  big  lots  average  about 
$1.10.  Egg  coal  is  firm  at  $2.00,  there  being 
no  deviation.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  mine-run,  $3.10 
to  $3.50;  egg  or  lump,  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  just  about  meeting  the  contract 
requirements  and  consequently  is  steady  and 
dull.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three-quar¬ 
ter-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  inch  steam, 
$3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

One  hears  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  re¬ 
suming  the  steel  mill  activities,  but  so  far 
this  has  not  influenced  prices  on  coke,  which 
remain  firm.  The  recent  reduction  of  $1.00 
in  the  price  of  pig  iron  may  induce  producers 
to  force  down  the  price  of  coke.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $5.25;  Wise 
County,  $5.00;  West  Virginia,  $5.00;  48-hour, 
$4.25;  by-product  foundry,  $4.25;  by-product 
domestic,  $4.75,  and  gas  house  $4.50. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


The  River  Is  at  a  Shipping  Stage  and  Sev¬ 
eral  Million  Bushels  Are 
Sent  South. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  March,  12,  1908. 

The  local  bituminous  situation  has  shown  con¬ 
siderable  additional  improvement  during  the  past 
week  and  reports  from  the  large  producing  com¬ 
panies  show  that  the  production  is  being  steadily 
increased,  and  at  this  rate  it  will  be  only  a  few 
months  until  the  production  is  about  normal  for 
this  time  of  the  year. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  local  talk  over  the 
prospects  of  avoiding  the  threatened  strike  of 
the  bituminous  miners,  whose  wage  scale  expires 
on  the  first  of  the  coming  month.  Many  authori¬ 
ties  believe  that  the  trouble  cannot  be  avoided, 
while  there  are  also  a  large  number  who  believe 
that  everything  will  be  satisfactorily  settled  at 
the  convention  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  this  week. 
Some  of  the  leading  operators  are  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing  that  a  short  strike  would  prove  a  benefit  to 
the  coal  situation  and  would  be  the  means  of 
forcing  a  long  needed  improvement.  There  is 
one  thing  certain,  however,  that  should  there  be 
a  strike  of  any  length,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  a 
great  deal  of  suffering  in  view  of  the  hard  times 
that  this  whole  district  has  been  feeling  for  some 
months. 

The  flood  stage  of  the  local  rivers  all  of  last 
week  prevented  coal  being  sent  out  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  week,  but  this  week  the  rivers 
have  fallen  to  a  good  shipping  stage,  and  several 
million  bushels  of  coal  are  ready  for  shipment. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  week  there  were  a 
large  number  of  empties  brought  up  from  the 
lower  river  and  these  were  loaded  and  are  now 
ready  for  shipment  to  the  south. 

The  following  prices  are  quoted  for  the  week, 
all  of  which  are  f.  o.  b.  mines :  Mine-run,  $1.15 
to  $1.25;  34-inch  lump,  $1.25  to  $1.35;  l*4_inch 
lump,  $1.35  to  $1.45;  3-inch  lump,  $1.60  to  $1.70; 
114-inch  nut,  $1.15  to  $1.25,  and  slack,  75  and  85 
cents. 

The  coke  situation  also  showed  some  little  im¬ 
provement  this  week,  and  prices  have  stiffened 
slightly.  There  is  but  little  new  business  being 
placed  at  this  time,  although  the  outlook  is  that 
as  soon  as  the  impending  rail  orders  are  placed, 
general  activity  will  again  reign.  Quotations,  as 
given  in  the  middle  of  the  week,  are  as  follows : 
Furnace  at  from  $1.75  to  $1.90  and  foundry  from 
$2.25  to  $2.40  at  the  oven. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

N.  C.  Lloyd,  a  well  known  Morgantown,  W. 
Va.,  coal  operator  and  shipper,  spent  several  days 
in  Pittsburgh  this  week  on  business. 

H.  H.  Scott,  of  Homer  City,  Pa.,  and  S.  F. 
Warner,  of  Indiana,  Pa.,  both  large  coal  opera¬ 
tors  of  the  Indiana,  Pa.,  field,  were  business 
visitors  in  Pittsburgh  for  several  days  last  week. 

William  B.  Hoskinson,  a  prominent  owner  and 
dealer  of  Indiana  county  coal  lands,  died  at  his 
home  in  New  Florence,  Pa.,  on  Sunday,  March 
8,  aged  eighty  years.  He  controlled  large  hold¬ 
ings  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

John  P.  Manion,  one  of  the  oldest  river  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  and  for  many  years  in 
charge  of  the  old  Saw  Mill  Run  tipple,  died  at 
his  home  in  this  city  this  week. 

A  number  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  business  firms 
have  united  in  the  filing  of  an  application  of  a 
receiver  for  both  the  Morris  Creek  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Economy  Fuel  Company.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  offices  of  both  concerns  are  at  Montgom¬ 
ery,  W.  Va.,  and  the  plants  and  works  in  Fayette 
county. 

William  S.  Ramsey,  superintendent  of  the 
Morewood  works  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  last  twenty-one  years,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Buckeye  works  of  the  same 
company  and  Assistant  Superintendent  James  A. 
Cowan  will  henceforth  have  charge  of  the  More- 
wood  works. 


John  T.  and  C.  W.  Troll,  of  St.  Clairsville, 
W.  Va.,  have  purchased  a  tract  of  about  400 
acres  of  coal  land  near  Maynard,  W.  Va.,  for 
which  they  paid  $40,000.  The  coal  adjoins  other 
holdings  of  the  same  parties,  who  propose  open¬ 
ing  the  property  this  summer.  The  lands  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  among  the  best  in  that  part  of  the 
state. 

The  Catsburg  mine  near  Monongahela,  Pa., 
which  has  been  closed  since  January  26,  on  account 
of  a  fire  in  the  inner  workings,  has  been  started, 
although  on  short  time.  The  fire  has  been  ex¬ 
tinguished  and  all  water  pumped  out,  so  that  as 
soon  as  possible  the  entire  force  will  again  be 
put  to  work.  John  McVicker  continues  as  super¬ 
intendent. 

At  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  the  mine  of  the  Brush 
Run  Coal  Company  resumed  operations  this  week 
and  the  mine  will  be  worked  full  for  some  time 
at  least.  Although  the  company  announced  that 
the  wages  would  temporarily  be  reduced  about 
twenty-five  per  cent,  five  times  the  required  num¬ 
ber  of  men  applied  for  positions,  showing  there 
is  no  scarcity  of  miners  yet. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  has  made  a 
third  inspection  district  of  the  plants  in  the  Con- 
nellsville  coke  region  instead  of  the  two  divisions 
as  heretofore.  Superintendent  Stephen  Arkwright, 
formerly  in  charge  of  the  Buckeye  works  of  the 
company,  is  the  new  appointee  and  will  have 
charge  of  the  northern  division,  while  Austin 
King  will  have  charge  of  the  middle  division  and 
Patrick  Mullen  of  the  southern  division. 

The  Pike  mine  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  located  near  Monongahela,  Pa.,  and  which 
has  been  closed  down  for  some  time  by  orders 
from  the  mine  inspectors,  resumed  in  full  this 
week,  the  demands  of  the  inspectors  having  been 
fully  complied  with.  The  company  was  ordered 
to  sink  an  additional  air  shaft  to  insure  better 
ventilation  and  this  was  done  at  once,  the  shaft 
being  356  feet  in  depth.  The  mine  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  Monongahela  Valley  and  500  men 
are  at  present  employed. 

The  Pittsburgh-Buffalo  Company,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  is  weekly  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  new 
mines  that  were  recently  opened  at  Zollarsville, 
Washington  county.  Pa.,  and  within  a  short  time 
it  is  thought  that  the  mine  that  has  been  opened 
and  operated  for  several  weeks  will  be  running  to 
its  full  capacity.  Several  hundred  miners  have 
been  put  to  work  this  week  and  about  the  same 
number  of  additional  men  will  be  started  at  the 
mine  during  the  coming  week.  The  railroad  has 
been  completed  and  shipments  are  being  made  at 
the  rate  of  about  200  tons  per  day. 

The  Sherricks,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  have  de¬ 
cided  to  open  a  large  tract  of  coal  land  that  they 
own  at  Crow’s  Ferry,  and  work  on  a  large  tip¬ 
ple  will  be  started  at  once.  On  or  about  April 
1  work  will  be  started  on  the  construction  of  a 
battery  of  coke  ovens  at  the  same  place  and 
these  will  be  completed  in  time  to  manufacture 
the  coal  mined  into  coke.  The  railroad  siding 
will  be  extended  to  the  proposed  new  operations 
and  excellent  shipping  facilities  will  be  afforded. 
This  will  be  the  first  coal  land  opened  in  that 
immediate  vicinity  and  it  is  expected  that  in  the 
early  spring  several  other  large  owners  will  open 
tracts. 

Adam  Bisco,  formerly  an  employee  of  the 
Braznell  Gas  Coal  Company,  has  entered  suit  for 
damages  received  in  a  gas  explosion  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  mine  at  Bentleyville,  Pa.,  on  March  19. 
1906.  The  case  is  attracting  a  great  deal  of  local 
attention,  as  the  plaintiff  declares  in  his  allega¬ 
tions  that  the  company  was  aware  of  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  gas  in  the  mine,  and  had  been  cautioned 
to  remedy  the  trouble.  An  explosion  occurred 
and  Bisco  was  badly  injured.  He  has  been  un¬ 
able  to  do  any  work  since.  The  decision  in  this 
case  will,  in  all  probability,  furnish  a  precedent 
on  which  will  hinge  a  large  number  of  damage 
suits  for  injuries  in  mines. 

Last  Saturday  night,  while  attempting  to  tie 
up  to  shore  at  Dam  No.  2  in  the  Monongahela 
river,  the  towboat  Stella  Moren,  owned  by  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  went  over  the  dam  and  is  now  a  total 
wreck.  She  was  in  charge  of  Captain  James 
Gilmore,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  cap¬ 
tains  in  the  local  river  coal  trade.  The  boat 


turned  sideways  above  the  dam  and  went  over 
in  that  position.  One  man  was  killed  and  two 
others  are  missing.  As  a  result  of  the  accident 
Secretary  J.  Frank  Tilley,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Exchange,  has  sent  out  a  call  for  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  rivermen  to  take  some  definite  action 
in  regard  to  the  alleged  dangerous  condition  of 
this  dam.  It  is  claimed  that  the  lock  has  never 
been  completed,  and  that  the  condition  of  the 
guide  walls  are  a  constant  menace  to  life  and 
property. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Kansas  City,  March  10. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Largely  because  big  consumers  anticipate 
a  strike  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  coal 
demand  in  this  district  in  the  last  week.  Fear  of 
a  possible  strike  has  caused  these  consumers  to 
lay  in  a  larger  supply  than  usual.  But  this  de¬ 
mand  has  not  yet  affected  prices.  Whether  it 
will  do  so  in  the  next  few  days  is  a  question 
dealers  cannot  answer.  Prices  are  practically  the 
same  as  they  were  a  week  ago,  with  perhaps  a 
very  slight  reduction  in  the  cheaper  grades.  The 
big  dealers  report  that  the  railroads  are  not  or¬ 
dering  sixty  per  cent  as  much  coal  as  at  this 
time  last  year.  This  is  one  of  the  bad  results  of 
the  financial  stress,  they  declare. 


Short  Weight  Delivery. 

Alleging  that  he  has  suffered  a  shortage  of  15 
tons  of  coal  on  a  25-ton  car  in  one  shipment 
from  McAlester,  E.  E.  Dagett,  a  coal  dealer  of 
Perry,  in  testifying  before  the  senate  committee 
on  commerce  and  labor  at  McAlester,  Ok.,  last 
week,  told  part  of  a  story  of  a  loss  of  millions 
of  dollars  annually  to  coal  consumers  in  Okla¬ 
homa.  His  statement  that  the  average  loss  in 
weight  per  car  in  transit  is  several  tons,  was 
supplemented  by  a  charge  from  W.  F.  Lee,  of 
Custer  City,  that  his  average  shortage  has  been 
3,000  pounds  per  shipment  during  the  last  seven 
years,  and  that  it  is  common  knowledge  that 
section  men  and  train  crews  through  robbery 
and  plunder  are  largely  responsible  for  the  short¬ 
age. 

The  hearing  was  on  the  Stafford  bill  provid¬ 
ing  that  the  railroads  shall  weigh  coal  shipments 
at  destinations  and  be  responsible  for  losses  dur¬ 
ing  shipment.  O.  M.  Connelly,  assistant  general 
freight  agent  of  the  Frisco,  represented  his  com¬ 
pany  in  opposing  the  bill.  His  opposition  was 
based  upon  the  fact  of  the  increased  expense  in¬ 
cident  upon  the  effects  of  the  bill. 

In  his  testimony  Mr.  Daggett  said  that  he  had 
had  coal  in  transit  from  McAlester  to  Perry,  a 
distance  of  85  miles,  three  months.  He  believed 
the  average  amount  of  natural  shrinkage  per  car 
is  500  pounds  per  week.  A.  M.  Debolt,  of  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  said  that  it  is  necessary  for  dealers 
of  his  city  to  add  25  cents  per  ton  to  the  price 
of  coal  in  order  to  cover  shortage.  In  Cordell 
they  charge  50  cents  a  ton  for  this  purpose.  A. 
Dunn,  of  Oklahoma  City,  was  another  witness. 


Coal  Barge  Line. 

Officers  of  the  Waverly  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  which  has  a  mine  at  Waverly,  about  seventy 
miles  east  of  Kansas  City  on  the  Missouri  river, 
are  investigating  the  possibilities  of  a  coal  barge 
line  on  the  river  to  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis 
and  may  go  into  it. 

Coal  is  now  towed  from  Pittsburg  to  St.  Louis 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  and  sold  in 
competition  with  mines  hundreds  of  miles  nearer 
which  ship  by  railroad,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Waverly  company  believe  they  can  open  up  a 
market  for  all  their  coal  by  means  of  the  river. 
The  mine  is  on  the  river  bank  and  the  coal  can 
be  loaded  on  boats  from  the  mine  cars. 

There  are  many  other  mines  along  the  river 
below  Kansas  City  at  Napoleon,  Camden  and 
Lexington,  and  if  the  Waverly  company  experi¬ 
ments  and  succeeds  doubtless  other  companies 
will  follow  its  example. 

The  Waverly  company  has  notified  Captain  E. 
H.  Schulz,  engineer  in  charge  of  the  river,  that 
it  will  build  a  chute  from  its  mine  to  the  river 
for  furnishing  coal  to  the  government. 


20 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[March  11 


Cincinnati  Trade. 


Bottom  Having  Been  Reached  Condi¬ 
tions  take  a  Change  for 
the  Better. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  March  12. 

David  Maruin's  dissertation  on  pork  would  very 
nearly  fit  the  conditions  pertaining  to  coal  in  this 
market  at  this  time.  When  the  selling  price  of  a 
staple  article  falls  to  or  below  the  cost  of  produc¬ 
tion,  that  is  the  time  to  buy  that  article.  It  is 
believed,  therefore,  that  coal  has  reached  its  mini¬ 
mum  for  the  season,  and  that,  from  this  time 
forward,  higher  prices,  even  if  only  slightly 
higher,  will  prevail  in  the  coal  trade. 

A  complete  canvass  of  all  the  large  selling 
agencies  of  this  city  was  made  this  week,  and  it 
is  the  general  opinion  of  the  trade  that  the  bot¬ 
tom  has  been  reached,  that  the  worst  has  been 
seen,  and  that  from  now  on  conditions  will  be 
better.  A  slight  improvement  can  be  noticed  this 
week.  Both  nut  and  slack  and  run-of-mine  are 
firmer  with  a  strong  tendency  toward  higher 
prices,  and  as  it  will  be  only  a  few  weeks  until 
the  lake-shipping  trade  will  open  up,  and  take 
large  quantities  of  coal,  producers  are  hopeful 
that  optimistic  predictions  will  come  true.  Then 
there  is  the  element  of  uncertainty  of  labor  af¬ 
ter  April  1,  and  many  persons  are  looking  for  a 
suspension  of  mining  on  or  soon  after  that  date. 
All  these  conditions  combined  are  tending  to 
make  consumers  buy.  There  seems  to  be  a  little 
more  confidence  both  on  the  part  of  the  produc¬ 
ers  and  the  buyers  of  coal. 

Up  to  this  time  very  little  contracting  has  been 
done.  During  the  past  week  or  two  several  very 
nice  long-term  contracts  have  been  closed  up  for 
good  sized  amounts  of  coal,  and  it  is  likely  that 
other  large  buying  concerns  will  place  their  con¬ 
tracts  for  coal  within  the  next  few  weeks.  Splint 
lump  coal  is  still  very  dull  at  prices  ranging  from 
$1.25  a  ton  for  off  qualities  to  $1.60  a  ton  for 
special  grades  of  favorite  coal.  Splint  run-of- 
mine  and  gas  run-of-mine  have  been  moving 
nicely  at  a  range  from  90  cents  to  $1.05,  the  lat¬ 
ter  price  representing  Cabin  Creek  gas  run-of- 
mine.  Nut  and  slack  is  firm  at  60  to  75  cents 
a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Smokeless  is  firm,  though  the  quantity  moving 
is  rather  meager,  as  the  new  circular  goes  into 
effect  April  1.  By  the  way,  it  might  be  well  to 
recite  that  this  circular  will  probably  show  $1.60 
a  ton  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  at  the  mines.  Run-of-mine  will  be  $1.25  a 
ton  after  April  1  and  up  to  September  1,  and 
$1.40  a  ton  after  the  latter  date.  The  usual  ten 
cents  a  ton  differential  on  run-of-mine  for  con¬ 
sumption  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio  (Cincinnati), 
will  be  in  force,  making  the  price  $1.15  for  smoke¬ 
less  run-of-mine  for  Cincinnati. 

A  substantial  reduction  was  made  in  the  retail 
price  of  splint  lump  during  the  week.  One  of  the 
largest  mining  and  distributing  companies  made 
a  slash  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  in  the  retail  price, 
lowering  it  from  $3.75  to  $3.25  a  ton.  The  other 
concerns  selling  Kanawha  coal  followed  suit  at 
once,  meeting  the  cut,  but  the  dealers  in  Pitts 
burgh  coal  refused  to  drop  more  than  twenty- 
five  cents  and  the  price  of  Pittsburgh  is  still 
$3.50  a  ton,  delivered  to  families.  It  is  more  than 
likely  that  there  will  be  a  uniform  price  of  $3.25 
a  ton  before  many  days,  and  that  this  price  will 
stand  for  the  spring  and  summer  business.  The 
cut  in  the  retail  price  was  brought  about  by  some 
Newport,  Ky.,  dealers  who  buy  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad  coal,  cutting  the  price  more  than 
a  week  ago.  It  is  understood  that  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  feeling  among  the  retailers  over  the  re¬ 
duction  in  the  price,  some  of  them  strenuously 
objecting  to  it.  Strange  to  say,  the  persons  who 
are  so  strongly  trying  to  keep  the  price  up  have 
always  been  known  as  the  ones  who  have  cut 
the  price  in  the  past. 

The  price  of  river  lump  coal  is  unchanged  from 
7*4  and  8  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges,  though 
the  business  is  very  dull.  The  river  is  again  at 
flood  stage,  being  several  feet  above  the  danger 
line  of  fifty  feet.  No  losses  have  resulted  from 
the  flood,  but  such  conditions  cause  the  coal  men 
an  immense  amount  of  expense  in  extra  labor 
in  caring  for  their  coal  fleets. 


Coke  is  a  little  firmer,  and  a  slight  advance  is 
noticeable  in  furnace,  which  is  quoted  at  $2.00  a 
ton  at  the  Pocahontas  ovens,  while  New  River 
foundry  is  worth  $2.60  a  ton  at  the  ovens.  Very 
few  of  the  New  River  ovens  are  in  blast,  how¬ 
ever,  and  the  volume  of  the  coke  business  is  still 
very  small. 


Educating  the  Legislature. 

Colonel  James  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of 
The  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Company’s  exten¬ 
sive  mines  at  Holden,  W.  Va.,  feeling  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  giving  the  members  of  the  West  Virginia 
legislature  a  more  definite  understanding  of  the 
actual  conditions  existing  in  the  mining  districts 
of  the  state,  and  to  give  them  an  intelligent  idea 
as  to  what  is  necessary  in  the  way  of  legislation 
to  protect  the  lives  of  the  miners  and  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  owners,  has  turned  author,  and  has 
just  produced  a  booklet  entitled  “Common  Sense 
Measures  for  Protection  of  Mines  and  Miners.” 
It  is  worth  anybody’s  time  reading.  It  is  full  of 
the  best  kind  of  information  and  tells  how  his 
company  protects  the  lives  of  its  miners  at  a 
cost  of  less  than  a  cent  a  ton  on  the  coal  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  company.  There  is  no  politics  in 
the  book,  and  it  is  in  no  way  an  advertisement 
for  Island  Creek  coal,  but  a  common  sense,  broad 
and  thoughtful  treatise  by  a  big-minded  man  on 
a  subject  of  the  greatest  importance  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  The  booklet  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  every  member  of  the  West  Virginia 
legislature. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

T.  E.  Houston,  the  well  know  Thacker  operator, 
spent  a  few  days  in  Cincinnati  the  early  part  of 
the  week. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  The 
Thacker  Company,  left  Wednesday  on  an  ex¬ 
tended  trip  through  the  south. 

R.  S.  M’Veigh,  western  manager  of  The  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Company,  returned  Wednes¬ 
day  from  a  few  days’  trip  to  Cleveland. 

Alexander  Dempster,  chairman  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Pittsburgh,  spent  a  day 
or  two  here  the  latter  part  of  last  week  inspect¬ 
ing  his  company’s  extensive  holdings  here. 

In  the  Federal  Court  district  of  Catlettsburg, 
Ky.,  Thomas  Nance  was  given  judgment  against 
The  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Company  for 
$2,000  on  account  of  injuries  received  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  mines  in  Morgan  county,  Ky.  Mr.  Nance 
had  sued  for  $10,000. 

Colonel  James  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of 
the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Company,  Holden, 
W.  Va.,  and  the  subsidiary  properties  of  that 
company  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and  Cincinnati, 
spent  a  day  or  two  here  this  week  on  business 
connected  with  his  various  companies. 

A  telegram  from  New  York  announces  the 
death  of  Charles  S.  Lesher.  He  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  a  number  of  coal  men  as  a  one-time 
Cincinnati  coal  man,  having  spent  a  month  or  so 
in  the  local  trade  a  few  years  ago.  Consider¬ 
able  mystery  surrounded  his  death  in  a  big  hotel. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  wealth. 


The  power  house  of  the  Highland  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  was  totally  destroyed 
by  fire  last  Saturday,  and  the  mines  temporarily 
forced  to  close  down.  Charles  Leventry,  head  of 
the  company,  immediately  ordered  additional 
equipment  to  replace  that  destroyed  and  work 
will  be  started  on  the  new  power  house  this  week. 
The  new  building  will  be  of  brick  and  as  nearly 
fireproof  as  possible.  In  the  meantime  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  to  secure  power  from  ad¬ 
joining  mines  and  the  plant  will  resume  this 
week  so  far  as  is  possible.  The  company  has  been 
producing  about  100  tons  per  day  throughout  the 
entire  winter,  and  it  had  been  decided  to  in¬ 
crease  this  capacity  at  once,  as  several  large  con¬ 
tracts  have  recently  been  secured  by  the  com¬ 
pany.  Among  thes  contracts  may  be  mentioned 
the  entire  requirements  for  eight  of  the  public 
schools  at  Johnstown,  the  Johnstown  Passenger 
Railway  Company,  the  Johnstown  Baking  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Johnstown  Journal,  Swope  Bros,  flour 
mills  and  the  Union  Foundry  Company. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  March  10.  —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Trade  conditions  are  practically  the 
same  as  last  week — warm  weather ;  many  indus¬ 
tries  shut  down,  and  railroads  using  less  coal 
than  ever  before.  In  fact,  the  best  way  to  express 
the  coal  market  condition  is  to  say  it  is  “rotten.” 

Collections  are  fair  despite  the  poor  demand 
for  coal.  Prices  on  lignite  lump,  for  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  shipment  are  $2.25  at  mine;  on  bitu¬ 
minous  lump,  $2.50;  nut,  $2.00;  slack,  90  cents. 
As  yet  the  coal  companies  have  not  announced 
any  storage  rates  but  some  companies  are  having 
their  men  book  storage  orders  and  guarantee  to 
meet  any  storage  price  that  may  be  made  by  the 
big  companies. 

There  is  no  probability  of  a  strike  in  Colorado, 
as  the  business  has  been  so  poor  that  the  miners 
have  not  had  the  steady  work  they  had  last  year 
and  this  year  they  seem  to  be  sensible  enough  to 
realize  that  they  had  better  leave  well  enough 
alone. 


Big  Coal  Meeting. 

The  annual  meeting  of  The  Rocky  Mountain 
Coal  Men’s  Association  was  held  in  Denver  March 
11  and  12,  at  the  Albany  Hotel.  They  gathered 
to  elect  officers  and  five  members  of  the  executive 
committee  and  the  transaction  of  important  busi¬ 
ness.  During  the  convention  addesses  were  made 
as  follows :  “State  Inspection  of  Coal  Mines,” 
by  John  D.  Jones,  state  coal  mine  inspector; 
“Revised  Plans  in  Method  of  Weighing  Coal  and 
Inspection  of  Mine  Scales,”  by  Arthur  Hall,  agent 
Western  Railway  Weighing  Association;  “De¬ 
murrage — Its  Benefits  and  Abuses,”  by  W.  E. 
Backensto,  commissioner  Colorado  Car  Service 
Association;  “Correct  Weights  to  Customers,”  by 
R.  J.  Belcher,  president  Mountain  Ice  &  Coal 
Company,  Pueblo ;  “Our  Legal  Rights,”  by  George 
C.  Manley,  attorney  at  law,  Denver ;  “Credits, 
Wholesale  and  Retail,”  by  E.  E.  Shumway,  presi¬ 
dent  Rocky  Mountain  Fuel  Company;  “The 
Value  of  Mining  Schools  to  the  Coal  Industry,” 
by  Dr.  V.  C.  Alderson,  president  of  the  Colorado 
School  of  Mines;  “The  Needs  of  Railroad  Pro¬ 
tection  from  Pilferage,”  by  John  M.  League,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  Rugby  Coal  Mining  Company;  “Des¬ 
tination  Weights  from  a  Retail  Standpoint,”  by 
J.  L.  Bartlett,  Greeley,  Colo. ;  “Market  for  Colo¬ 
rado  Coals,  Past  and  Future,”  by  D.  A.  Cannon, 
president  C.  K.  &  N.  Coal  Company;  “Value  of 
Storage,”  by  W.  H.  Huff,  vice  president  Victor 
Fuel  Company;  “The  Denver  Retail  Market,”  by 
Ed  P.  Phelps,  president  Atlas  Coal  Company; 
“Protection  of  Customers,”  by  H.  C.  Harmon, 
president  Colorado  Springs  Fuel  Company;  gen¬ 
eral  discussion  by  members. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  and  much  good 
will  undoubtedly  result  from  the  convention.  On 
Thursday  evening,  at  the  Albany  Hotel,  a  com¬ 
plimentary  banquet  was  tendered  by  the  associa¬ 
tion. 


Personal  Mention. 

Harry  Spingler,  of  Colorado  Springs,  has  been 
calling  on  his  Denver  friends  this  week. 

H.  C.  Harmon,  president  of  The  Colorado 
Springs  Fuel  Company,  was  a  recent  Denver 
visitor. 

E.  Manson,  the  largest  coal  dealer  in  Clear 
Creek  county,  was  in  Denver  this  week.  He  re¬ 
ports  mild  weather  and  very  little  snow  so  far 
this  winter. 

Harry  F.  Nash,  general  sales  agent  of  The 
Green  Canon  Coal  Company,  The  Parkdale  Fuel 
Company,  The  National  Fuel  Company,  all  of 
Denver,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Fremont, 
Lincoln,  Omaha,  Chicago  and  Kansas  City. 

Harry  Trestor,  assistant  general  sales  agent  of 
The  Rocky  Mountain  Fuel  Company,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  with  the  A.  B.  Currie  Coal 
Company,  of  Omaha.  Harry’s  many  Denver 
friends  hate  to  see  him  go,  but  all  wish  him 
success  in  his  new  position. 


The  various  plants  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke 
Company  worked  steadier  last  week  throughout 
the  Connellsville  region  than  they  have  for  many 
weeks  past,  these  plants  having  worked  five  full 
days.  While  the  company  has  been  starting  a 
considerable  number  of  ovens,  several  hundred 
have  also  been  closed  down  in  the  same  district. 
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St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  12. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  a  still  further  improvement  in  the  market 
after  so  long  a  stretch  of  almost  unprecedented 
dullness.  Demand,  from  all  quarters,  has  im¬ 
proved  on  account  of  the  strike  probabilities. 
All  jobbers  and  nearly  all  of  the  producers  re¬ 
port  that  they  are  doing  a  good  business  and  that 
they  expect  a  very  good  market  within  a  few 
days.  The  most  gratifying  thing  about  the  whole 
market  is  that  prices  in  general  have  actually  ad¬ 
vanced  from  five  to  ten  cents  per  ton  on  nearly 
every  kind  and  grade  of  coal  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  tonnage  has  been  unusually  heavy. 

The  tonnage  has  been  steadily  increasing  since 
the  first  of  the  month  and  the  reports,  for  the 
last  several  days,  have  shown  that  over  one 
thousand  cars  per  day  are  coming  in  now,  while 
last  month  the  average  was  not  over  six  hun¬ 
dred  cars  per  day. 

Web  Miller,  of  the  Cluley-Miller  Coal  Company, 
was  heard  to  remark  last  month  that  as  long  as  the 
railroads  refused  to  buy  coal  it  was  a  pretty  good 
sign  that  there  was  not  going  to  be  any  trouble 
on  April  1,  but  if  they  started  buying  it  was  a 
pretty  safe  bet  that  there  would  be  something 
doing.  According  to  this  there  surely  will  be  a 
strike  as  nearly  all  of  the  railroads  are  buying 
extra  coal.  The  Illinois  Central  has  offered  all 
of  the  operators  on  its  line  a  good  price  for 
lump  coal  over  and  above  any  contract  that  they 
may  have  and  is,  in  consequence,  getting  nearly 
all  of  the  coal  produced  now  on  the  road. 

It  is  expected  that  prices  will  continue  to  go 
steadily  up  from  now  on  until  the  first  of  the 
month  and  a  good  many  predict  that  after  this 
week  prices  are  liable  to  go  sky  high  as  they  did 
this  time  two  years  ago. 

A  good  many  buyers,  several  weeks  ago,  were 
heard  to  say  they  did  not  care  whether  their 
plants  ran  or  not  as  business  conditions  were  so 
bad  and  that  they  would  rather  shut  down  than 
stock  any  coal  or  pay  any  fancy  prices  for  it. 
Their  actions  belie  this  statement  as  they  are 
beginning  to  fall  into  line.  As  soon  as  prices 
began  to  stiffen  up  a  little  they  were  all  making 
innuiries  for  coal. 

The  dealers,  that  have  any  steam  contract  busi¬ 
ness  such  as  office  or  flat  buildings,  are  all  busy 
filling  up  these  places  and  giving  them  a  surplus. 
Standard  lump  coal  is  now  bringing  from  95 
cents  to  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  mines  and  mine-run  from 
80  cents  to  85  cents.  Nut  and  fine  coal  is  bring¬ 
ing  good  prices  and  several  offers  of  50  cents 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  mines  for  two-inch  screenings 
have  been  made  without  being  snapped  up  with 
much  alacrity  by  producers.  The  price  on  Car- 
terville  has  not  changed  much  but  the  demand 
has  improved  and  there  are  no  bargains  going 
begging.  Current  prices  are  as  follows  f.  o.  b. 
St.  Louis: 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.77;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.47:  2-inch  lump.  $1.62;  mine-run,  $1.42;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.37:  nut  and  pea,  $1.27;  2-inch  screenings, 
$1.07;  3^-inch  slack,  82  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.52:  3-inch  nut,  $1.52. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County  —  Six-inch 
lump.  $2.12;  R-ineh  egg,  $2.02:  2-inch  lump,  $1.97; 
2-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine-run,  $1.77;  2-inch  screen¬ 
ings.  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Mr.  Sextro.  of  Rutledge  &  Tavlor  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  has  iust  returned  from  a  trip  through  Towa 
and  Minnesota  and  he  reports  a  successful  trip. 

Alex  Fleming,  sales  agent  of  the  St.  Louis 
Coulterville  Coal  Company,  took  the  fatal  plunge 
and  got  married  last  Saturday  to  Miss  Elsie 
Smith,  of  this  city.  This  was  entirely  unexpected 
hv  all  of  his  friends  who  are  all  congratulating 
him.  This  is  the  second  event  of  the  kind  to 
happen  in  the  coal  trade  within  the  month  as 
Frank  Aid,  of  the  Aid  Coal  Company,  has  just 
returned  from  his  honeymoon  trip. 

Tn  last  week’s  issue  it  was  announced  that  the 
bowling  teams  of  the  Pavey  Coal  Company  and 


the  Baldwin  Coal  Company,  met  and  that  the 
Pavey’s  got  beaten.  This  was  a  mistake  as  they 
were  the  victors.  An  amusing  incident  occurred 
in  this  connection.  One  of  the  Pavey  team  told 
his  wife  that  his  team  beat  and  his  wife  saw  the 
Black  Diamond  which  said  that  he  had  been 
beaten.  This  threw  quite  a  cloud  upon  his  repu¬ 
tation  for  veracity  at  home.  He  claims  that  if 
this  is  not  corrected  he  is  liable  to  lose  his  happy 
home. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  March  12. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — While  the  retailers  report  a  fair  trade 
in  domestic  coal,  the  spurt  of  buying  has  not  yet 
reached  the  wholesale  offices.  The  local  yards 
have  some  coal  on  hand  and  are  not  disposed  to 
buy  more,  but  rather  to  clean  up  and  prepare  for 
the  summer  season.  It  is  not  thought  that  the 
little  picking  up  in  the  retail  business  is  of  a 
permanent  character  as  there  is  nothing  upon 
which  to  base  such  a  conclusion. 

Wholesale  business  is  as  quiet  as  it  has  been 
at  any  time.  Some  contracts  for  regular  ship¬ 
ments  are  of  great  value  and  the  wholesalers  and 
commission  men  are  now  appreciating  this  class 
of  business  as  they  seldom  have  before.  About 
the  only  encouraging  feature  of  the  situation  is 
that  the  railways  are  now  buying  some  coal  to 
establish  a  reserve  in  case  of  future  difficulty, 
but  even  this  business  is  limited.  While  the  fac¬ 
tories  are  purchasing  some  steam  coal,  they  are 
onlv  buying  for  present  needs,  and  are  evidently 
willing  to  take  all  the  chances  of  being  able  to 
secure  what  they  need  in  the  future.  It  is  said 
that  they  argue  that  at  worst  it  could  result  in 
nothincr  worse  than  a  temporary  closing  down 
of  their  plants,  which  in  view  of  present  con¬ 
ditions  might  not  be  an  altogether  bad  thing  any¬ 
how. 

Some  improvement  is  anticipated  soon  along 
various  lines.  “The  lake  navigation  season  will 
soon  be  on,”  said  one  coal  man,  “and  there  will 
be  some  demand  from  this  source.  Building  will 
soon  begin,  and  the  general  spring  activity  is 
bound  to  bring  some  business.”  No  heavy  lake 
shipments  are  expected  for  several  months,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  supply  seems  to  far  exceed  the  de¬ 
mand  in  the  northwest.  Prices  are  about  as  they 
have  been.  Some  enterprising  dealers  who  feel 
that  they  must  have  orders  at  all  hazards  are 
shaving  the  margins  down  to  a  pittance,  but  for 
the  most  part,  the  dealers  are  insisting  on  a  fair 
profit  or  they  do  not  sell.  Some  of  the  mines 
are  already  devoting  their  attention  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  how  best  to  keep  expenses  down  to  the 
minimum,  and  while  they  are  not  turning  away 
orders,  are  evidently  not  anticipating  heavy  trade, 
and  are  satisfying  themselves  with  caring  for 
their  regular  contracts  and  taking  what  comes 
along  without  great  expense  or  effort.  Little 
improvement  is  expected  unless  labor  troubles 
should  develop  and  this  possibility  is  looked 
upon  here  as  being  very  remote. 


Personal  Mention. 

Reg  Pigott,  sales  agent  of  Williams  &  Peters, 
hard  coal  dealers  of  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  was  sounding 
the  local  situation  this  week. 

C.  O.  Miniger,  local  manager  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Company,  is  expected  home  today 
from  a  down  state  business  trip. 

W.  A.  Reed,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  was  in  the 
city  today,  looking  after  spring  orders. 

Local  coal  offices  received  a  visit  from  W.  A. 
SchieJv,  member  of  the  retail  coal  firm  of 
Schielv  &  McDonald,  at  Maumee,  today. 

Herbert  Hood  is  spending  the  week  at  the 
mines  of  the  Hood  Coal  Company,  near  Cates, 
Tnd.  He  will  return  to  the  city  next  Friday. 

Sam  Kahle,  of  the  Matamora  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Matamora,  Ohio,  was  a  Toledo  visitor 
this  week.  Incidentally  he  transacted  some  coal 
business  for  his  firm  while  in  the  city. 

Joseph  Mitchelltree  and  A.  M.  Cook,  Toledo 
coal  men,  were  among  those  who  enjoyed  the 
festivities  at  Cleveland  last  Friday  evening,  at 
the  koruskation  held  in  that  city.  They  report 
an  elegant  spread,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  March  11. —  ( Special  Corre- 
respondence.)—  Nearly  all  the  large  users  of  steam 
coal  who  have  storage  room  have  been  quietly 
stocking  up  of  late  in  anticipation  of  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  work  at  the  mines  on  April  1. 
There  have  been  no  frantic  efforts  to  get  in 
under  cover,  for  coal  has  been  plentiful  and  a 
good  deal  of  the  spot  material  has  been  on  the 
market  at  rather  low  prices.  However,  an  ap¬ 
preciable  increase  in  orders  has  been  felt  here 
in  Detroit  since  the  joint  committee  of  miners 
and  operators  failed  to  agree  at  Indianapolis 
last  month.  Fresh  consignments  from  West 
Virginia  have  been  coming  pretty  regularly  of 
late  and  so  much  of  this  has  been  taken  up 
that  today  there  is  very  little  on  the  tracks. 
The  railroads,  too,  have  been  stocking  up  and 
it  is  said  that  they  have  a  plentiful  supply  on 
hand  to  meet  all  emergencies. 

Many  inquiries  have  been  received  during 
the  past  weeks  by  shippers  in  Detroit  and 
many  contract  buyers  have  increased  their  or¬ 
ders.  Also  many  orders  for  spot  coal  have 
been  sent  in,  in  anticipation  of  trouble.  There 
has  been  no  remarkable  increase  in  prices, 
though  it  is  remarked  that  Cambridge  run-of- 
mine,  which  two  weeks  ago  could  be  bought 
for  95  cents  at  the  mines,  cannot  be  had  to¬ 
day  for  less  than  a  dollar.  Fine  coal  continues 
to  be  in  good  demand  and  is  holding  its  price. 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  all  the  new  plants, 
and  some  of  the  old  ones,  have  put  in  stokers. 

The  demand  for  coal  from  up  the  lakes  has 
not  been  very  brisk,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  docks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  are  well 
filled.  That  the  tendency  of  prices  is  not  down¬ 
ward  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  bids  sub¬ 
mitted  for  supplying  the  Detroit  Water  Board 
with  from  15,000  to  20,000  tons,  opened  yes¬ 
terday,  are  on  the  whole  as  high  as  they  were 
a  year  ago.  About  ten  concerns  were  competi¬ 
tors,  the  prices  for  run-of-mine  ranging  from 
$2.08  delivered  at  Detroit,  to  $2.50.  The  award 
will  be  made  after  the  coals  have  been  tested, 
which  will  probably  take  about  four  weeks. 

The  hard  coal  situation  is  satisfactory.  There 
is  plenty  of  stuff  of  all  sizes  to  be  had,  but 
the  retailers  are  naturally  holding  off  for  the 
spring  discount.  The  retail  price  will  doubt¬ 
less  drop  to  $7  after  April  1,  and,  if  we  can 
only  have  a  few  more  days  of  cold  weather 
here,  very  little  will  be  carried  over.  Orders 
for  April  shipment  are  coming  in  very  satis¬ 
factorily.  There  will  be  more  of  the  stove  size 
left  over  than  either  of  the  chestnut  or  the  egg. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

J.  Frank  Clark,  formerly  with  the  Detroit  & 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  is  now  representing 
the  Hocking  General  Fuel  Company,  of  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

E.  J.  Tisdale,  general  manager  of  the  A.  Y. 
Malcomson  Coal  Company,  of  this  city,  has 
recently  returned  from  a  short  visit  to  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

Among  the  visitors  to  Detroit  within  the  last 
few  days  were :  H.  L.  Gilbert,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Black  Diamond  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  of  Columbus,  and  W.  F.  Smith,  of  the 
White  Oak  Coal  Company  of  Cincinnati. 

Venable  Johnson,  former  agent  for  the  Cab¬ 
in  Creek  Coal  Company,  at  this  point,  has  been 
appointed  sales  agent  for  the  W.  R.  Johnson 
Coal  Company,  owner  of  the  Oakland  mines 
at  Smithers,  W.  Va.,  which  has  established  a 
western  headquarters  in  this  city.  The  office 
is  located  at  No.  1123  Majestic  building.  W.  S. 
Taylor,  an  old  Michigan  coal  man,  who  at  one 
time  was  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Taylor, 
T.air  &  Co.,  of  Toledo,  will  travel  for  the  con¬ 
cern  in  this  vicinity.  The  company  handles 
West  Virginia  steam  and  domestic  coals. 


The  tonnage  statement  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Cotrmanv  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  last, 
shows  that  the  total  tonnage  handled,  including 
purchases  of  coal  used  for  coking.  was  19,353,706 
tons,  which  was  a  decrease  of  237.706  tons  from 
the  tonnage  of  the  previous  year.  The  gross  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  company  increased  $434,859,  or  8.21 
ncr  cent  over  the  same  period  last  year.  The 
increase  in  coke  production  was  27,857  tons. 
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Minneapolis  Trade. 


Some  Uncertainty  Exists  as  to  the  Amount 
of  Unsold  Coal  Upon  the 
Docks. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March  12. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — There  is  evident,  in  some  parts  of 
the  northwest,  a  desire  on  the  part  of  steam 
users  to  stock  coal  in  anticipation  of  strike 
troubles  on  the  first  of  April.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  tendency  is  not  very  pronounced  yet. 
Large  steam  buyers,  not  knowing  the  temper 
of  the  miners,  are  still  inclined  to  doubt  the 
possibility  of  a  suspension  for  any  great  length 
of  time,  and  it  is  only  in  a  few  instances  that 
they  are  taking  an  interest  in  the  situation. 
The  influence  of  this  buying  has  not  advanced 
prices  in  any  respect.  Shipping  companies  in 
the  Illinois  and  Iowa  fields  are  inclined  to  look 
at  the  immediate  future,  expecting  that  when 
the  change  does  come  it  will  result  in  strong 
advances,  but  they  have  not  been  fully  able  to 
convince  buyers  along  these  lines. 

In  the  dock  trade  the  strike  is  not  only 
hoped  for,  but  is  necessary,  and  consumers  and 
other  buyers  strictly  dependent  upon  the  docks 
for  their  supplies  are  not  worrying  any,  be¬ 
cause  they  know  they  can  secure  plenty  of 
coal,  even  though  there  is  a  strike.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  in  some  quarters  that  the  dock  compa¬ 
nies,  instead  of  advancing  the  price  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  on  April  1st,  will  reduce  it  to  the 
basis  that  prevailed  a  couple  of  years  ago  in 
April,  namely,  $3.35  for  lump  Hocking  and 
Youghiogheny  coal  and  $3.00  for  dock  run, 
f.  o.  b.  the  docks.  If  this  should  happen  it 
probably  would  result  in  the  docks  being 
cleaned  up  quicker. 

Accurate  information  as  to  the  exact  amount 
of  coal  at  Duluth  and  Superior  unsold  at  pres¬ 
ent  is  difficult  to  obtain,  and  even  among  the 
dock  companies  absolute  information  on  this 
point  seems  to  be  lacking.  A  representative  of 
one  of  the  largest  companies  in  the  lake  trade 
was  authority  this  week  for  the  statement  that 
if  there  was  the  ordinary  consumption  of  coal 
after  April  1,  present  dock  stocks  would  last 
until  July  1.  Other  dock  interests  seem  to 
think  that  with  a  strike  considerable  inroads 
would  be  made  in  these  supplies  by  May  1. 
Here  are  the  two  sides  to  the  story.  A  layman 
must  necessarily  be  considerably  in  doubt, 
when  advised  of  the  conditions  by  the  different 
interests  whose  statements  conflict. 

Screenings  in  the  northwest  are  difficult  to 
obtain  and  are  high  in  price.  Dock  screenings 
have  been  nearly  exhausted  for  the  time  being 
as  a  result  of  the  small  demand  for  lump  coal, 
resulting  in  inability  of  dock  managers  to  make 
fine  coals.  On  the  other  hand,  Illinois  and 
Indiana  mining  companies  doubtless  are  expe¬ 
riencing  a  considerable  demand  for  coal  nearer 
home  at  good  prices,  and  are  not  offering  their 
product  freely  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Con¬ 
siderable  shopping  around  for  screenings  is 
noted  and  prices  are  on  a  firm  basis,  ranging 
at  65@75  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  almost  any 
kind  of  Illinois  or  Indiana  coal.  Some  run  of 
mine  is  being  purchased  in  place  of  screenings 
and  the  price  on  this  grade  is  showing  a 
stronger  tendency. 

Franklin  county  lump,  egg  and  nut  is  quota- 
bly  steady  at  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  with 
prospects  for  a  considerable  advance  before 
the  first  of  next  month.  Carterville  lump,  egg 
and  nut  is  offered  at  $1.25@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  with  demurrage  coal  sold  frequently  at 
less  prices.  Peoria  district  coal  holds  steady 
to  firm  at  $1.25@1.35  for  run-of-mine  and  $1.50 
@1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  prepared  sizes. 

Smokeless  lump  and  run-of-mine  for  the 
moment  is  scarce,  with  shipping  companies  ob¬ 
taining  full  circular  prices. 

Anthracite  demand  is  quiet  from  the  dealer 
trade  in  view  of  the  prospective  increase  in 
the  discount  on  April  1. 

Personal  Mention. 

G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  is  in  Denver 
this  week  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  of  the 


Rocky  Mountain  Coal  Dealers’  Association  as 
an  invited  guest. 

L.  E.  Gilbert,  for  several  years  with  Hunter 
W.  Finch  Coal  Company,  has  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  that  company,  and  will  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  be  identified  with  the  Minneapolis  office 
of  the  Zeigler  Coal  Company,  also  handling  a 
line  of  eastern  bituminous  coals  as  miners’ 
agent. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  has  de¬ 
cided  to  remove  its  general  northwestern  of¬ 
fice  to  the  Security  Bank  Building,  Minneap¬ 
olis.  The  removal  will  occur  April  1.  In  the 
meantime  this  company  has  leased  two  of  its 
yards — the  Harrison  street  northeast  yard  in 
Minneapolis  to  Powers  Bros,  and  the  Lake 
Como  yard  in  St.  Paul  to  the  C.  G.  Hartin  Coal 
Company.  The  lessees  will  handle  Lehigh 
Valley  anthracite  in  these  yards. 

Sam  Stanley,  for  the  past  two  years  with 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  handling 
the  line  trade  in  the  Twin  Cities,  has  tendered 
his  resignation  to  take  immediate  effect,  and 
will  become  manager  of  the  Wisconsin  Coal  & 
Dock  Company  at  Milwaukee.  This  company 
has  been  recently  organized  to  take  over  the 
dock  formerly  operated  by  the  W.  B.  Stone 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Stan¬ 
ley  will  have  full  charge  both  of  the  operation 
and  also  of  the  sales  department.  The  position 
is  a  responsible  one  and  Mr.  Stanley  has  re¬ 
ceived  many  congratulations  since  the  news 
became  public. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  March  12. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  situation  in  the  southeast 
shows  slight  improvement'.  Prices  are  steady. 
The  demand  is  not  as  active  as  hoped  for,  but  still 
there  is  expectation  that  the  industries  of  the 
southeast  will  seize  the  present  opportunity  of  low 
price  coal  and  lay  in  a  large  supply. 

The  domestic  market  is  more  promising  at  the 
present  time  than  the  steam.  The  prices  at  which 
coal  has  been  sold  from  the  domestic  coal  fields 
is  an  inviting  one  to  the  retailers  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  believed  that  there  will  be  a  large 
number  of  retailers  of  the  southeast  in  Knoxville 
at  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  April,  and  after  they 
have  all  been  together,  come  in  contact  with  the 
coal  operators  and  have  conferred  about  market 
conditions,  it  is  believed  that  there  will  be  a  more 
settled  policy  among  coal  dealers  and  that,  as  a 
consequence,  coal  will  be  bought  more  heavily  for 
the  coming  fall  and  winter  while  prices  are  down. 

The  coal  operators  of  Eastern  Kentucky,  East 
Tennessee  and  Southwestern  Virginia  are  looking 
westward  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to  see 
whether  or  not  there  is  going  to  be  a  strike.  If 
there  is  a  strike,  of  course,  these  mines  will  be 
very  active  in  the  middle  west.  It  would  instantly 
put  up  prices  wherever  coal  of  this  district  is  sold. 
While  the  operators  are  not  anxious  to  see  their 
fellow  operators  in  trouble,  yet  they  propose  to 
make  the  best  of  the  situation  while  it  lasts  as 
possible.  Jellico  coal,  of  course,  sells  quite  exten¬ 
sively  through  the  middle  west  and  as  far  north 
as  Chicago.  It  is  a  market  which  the  high  grade 
bituminous  coal  of  the  Jellico  district  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  claims  as  its  own,  but  one  in  which 
the  steam  coal  trade  cannot  get  unless  there  are 
extraordinary  circumstances. 

The  demand  for  railroad  coal  in  the  south  is 
not  so  active  as  it  was,  and  there  is  complaint  in 
some  quarters  against  the  long  waiting  to  which 
some  of  the  mines  are  put  for  settlement  of  their 
coal  bills.  Such  mines,  of  course,  have  refused  to 
sell  coal  any  further  to  these  railroads,  and  if  con¬ 
ditions  do  not  improve  in  this  respect  such  rail¬ 
roads  will  find  it  difficult  to  get  fuel.  It  is  not 
believed  that  there  is  going  to  be  a  loss  of  these 
railroad  accounts,  but  the  delays  are  not  comfort¬ 
able. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  city  of  Knoxville  has  granted  a  franchise 
to  the  French  Broad  River  Power  Company  on 
a  payment  of  $6,000  per  year.  This  company  has 
secured  all  property  necessary,  title  to  the  same 
and  claims  that  it  is  ready  to  complete  the  financ¬ 
ing.  Over  30,000  horse  power  is  proposed  to  be 


developed  by  a  dam  situated  four  miles  from 
Knoxville.  The  Knoxville  Power  Company  is 
proposing  to  secure  32,000  horse  power  from  a 
dam  to  be  constructed  across  Little  Tennessee 
river  thirty  miles  away  in  the  Chilhowee  moun¬ 
tains.  The  coal  men  of  this  region  claim  that  if 
the  electric  power  propositions  carry  that  they 
will  have  to  have  a  better  rate  to  Knoxville  if 
they  are  to  compete. 

A  committee  of  representatives  of  the  leading 
commercial  organizations  of  cities  along  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  river  is  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  this  week 
meeting  with  and  presenting  to  the  rivers  and 
harbors  committee  a  memorial  urging  a  large  ap¬ 
propriation  for  the  Tennessee  river.  When  the 
improvements  of  the  river  are  completed  there 
will  be  a  waterway  for  East  Tennessee  coal  to  the 
west  and  south  which  is  not  now  enjoyed. 


Cleveland  Koruskation. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  March  12. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — On  last  Friday  night  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  koruskation  of  Kokoals  was  held  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Cleveland  Coal  Club  in  the  Hollen- 
den  Hotel.  This  event  was  made  doubly  interest¬ 
ing  by  the  presence  of  Imperial  Modoc  Charles  E. 
Lester  and  by  the  presence  of  a  number  of  Ko- 
koalers  from  other  cities.  A  big  class  was  added 
to  the  membership,  being  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  Order. 

Following  the  koruskation  there  was  a  banquet 
served  in  the  best  style  of  this  hotel.  There  were 
“toasts  and  roasts  by  Kokoal  Brothers  who  know 
how  to  do  it”  as  follows :  Charles  E.  Lester,  im¬ 
perial  modoc;  Arthur  M.  Hull,  imperial  pector; 
D.  L.  Tuttle,  imperial  gazook,  and  C.  M.  Ander¬ 
son,  imperial  baron. 

The  event  was  under  the  personal  supervision 
of  J.  S.  Van  Epps,  skout  for  Northern  Ohio,  who 
is  responsible  for  the  following  “banquet  prov¬ 
erbs”  : 

“Never  bite  off  more  than  you  can  chew. 

“Let  the  other  fellow  carry  part  of  your  load. 

“Eat,  drink  and  be  merry,  for  tomorrow  it’s 
back  to  the  mines. 

“Those  who  live  in  Crystal  Palaces  should 
never  essay  to  be  garbage  distributers. 

“Let  moderation  be  the  silken  string  running 
through  all  your  virtues. 

“May  it  never  be  said  of  us :  ‘The  only  good 
Indian  is  a  dead  Indian.’ 

“You  can  never  tell  much  about  the  pudding 
until  you  get  on  the  outside  of  it. 

“If  you  think  you  can  sing,  repress  it  until  you 
hear  Fred  Braggins.  You  may  then  sing,  if  you 
don’t  change  your  mind  about  it. 

“Kokoal  receives  even  the  despised  and  re¬ 
jected,  if  he  will  turn  from  the  error  of  his  ways. 

“Here  and  there  you  find  men  so  suffused  by 
their  own  effulgence  they  do  not  see  the  light  car¬ 
ried  by  their  brother,  nor  think  they  can  profit  by 
its  rays. 

“A  little  horseplay  now  and  then  is  relished  by 
people  outside  of  the  sporting  fraternity. 

“Kokoals  need  not  tell  their  troubles  to  a  po¬ 
liceman.  Confide  in  the  skouts ;  they  are  easy 
marks. 

“Knocking  here  effects  no  opening.” 


Anthracite  Stocks. 

Stocks  of  anthracite  coal  have  been  increased 
somewhat  in  February  and  will  be  further 
augmented  this  month. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  coal  year  it  is 
doubtful  if  stocks  will  be  as  large  as  on  April 
1,  1907.  President  Truesdale  is  authority  for 
the  statement  that  the  Lackawanna  decreased 
stocks  but  13,000  tons  in  1907,  and  this  experi¬ 
ence  was  similar  to  that  of  all  other  producers, 
though  all  of  them  endeavored  through  the 
greater  portion  of  that  year  to  add  to  their 
stocks.  No  doubt  in  view  of  the  probability 
of  less  demand  and  output  this  year  there  will 
also  be  less  inclination  to  store  coal.  In  any 
event  there  will  be  no  more  coal  stored  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  than  is  strictly  neces¬ 
sary.  The  large  producing  companies  have 
closed  their  mines  rather  than  encumber  them¬ 
selves  with  a  surplus  in  January  and  February. 
The  coal  above  ground  now  consists  chiefly 
of  the  smaller  sizes  of  coal,  and  at  least  one 
great  company  has  far  too  small  amount  of 
steam  coal  at  this  time. 
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William.  K.  Field  Promoted. 


A  telegram  from  Columbus  as  we  are  going  to 
press  conveys  the  news  that  William  K.  Field, 
president  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 
has  been  made  vice  president  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company  in  charge  of  operations,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Pittsburgh.  This  change  is  to  take 
effect  immediately. 

Mr.  Field  has  won  his  way  to  his  present  en¬ 
viable  position  through  his  own  ability.  He  has 
been  connected  with  the  coal  trade  for  the  past 
fifteen  years  and  is  now  in  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
sponsible  positions  in  the  largest  bituminous  oper¬ 


occurred  in  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  St.  Paul,  he  was  appointed  manager. 
This  appointment  came  to  Mr.  Field  July  1,  1897. 
A  few  months  later  his  duties  were  added  to  fur¬ 
ther  by  his  appointment  as  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Boston  Coal  Dock  & 
Wharf  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Duluth. 
This  company  was  purchased  by  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  interests,  and  January  1,  1898,  Mr.  Field  was 
appointed  general  manager,  and  a  year  later  he 
was  elected  vice  president. 

When  Thomas  Johnson  resigned  as  manager  of 


substantial  reduction  in  depreciation  of  charges 
to  plant  and  equipment. 

This  latter  reduction  is  incident  to  revalua¬ 
tion  of  the  plant  and  equipment  on  December 
31,  1906,  and  also  to  the  sale  of  the  Lake  Mich¬ 
igan  docks  early  last  year.  The  working  cap¬ 
ital  of  the  company  today  is  $4,298,189.73.  This 
is  an  increase  over  the  balance  at  the  close 
of  the  preceding  year  of  $2,692,043.38.  The  re¬ 
port  is  very  complete  for  all  departments,  as 
is  indicated  by  the  above  summary  and  places 
tbe  company  in  a  better  position  than  it  has 
been  for  some  time. 

The  earnings  of  the  company  for  1907,  after 
deducting  all  operating  expenses,  interest  on 
bonds  of  subsidiary  companies  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  year’s  losses,  were  $5,731,983.28.  Deduct¬ 
ing  from  these  a  reserve  for  the  depletion  of 
coal  land,  $725,937.22;  reserve  for  depreciation 
of  plant  and  equipment,  $964,809.27;  and  in¬ 
terest  on  first  mortgage  bonds,  $1,082,643.88,  or 
a  total  of  $2,773,390.37,  there  is  left  as  net 
earnings  for  the  year  1907,  $2,958,592.91.  The 
balance  of  undivided  earnings  on  December  31, 

1906,  was  $4,089,210.69.  Add  this  to  the  net 
earnings  for  1907  and  there  is  available  profits 
of  $7,047,803.60.  Deducting  from  this  special 
adjustments  for  1906  of  $102,912.20  and  spe¬ 
cial  adjustments  of  1907  of  $43,911.50,  and  the 
balance  of  undivided  earnings  on  December  31, 

1907,  is  $6,988,802.90. 

One  of  the  interesting  things  in  the  state¬ 
ment  is  the  production  since  1901,  including 
the  sundry  purchases  from  other  producers  and 
coal  used  in  manufacture  of  coke.  This  state¬ 
ment  compares  as  follows: 


Pittsburgh 

Hocking 

Pittsburgh 

District 

District 

Total 

District 

Coal 

Coal 

Coal 

Coke 

Sixteen  months 

ending  Dec. 

31, 

1900. . . . 

18,596,171 

18,596,171 

30,004 

\  ear 

1901 . 

13,019,017 

13,019,047 

19,987 

^  ear 

1902 . 

11,389,045 

1,381,996 

15,771,041 

07,730 

1  ear 

1903 . 

15,785,519 

1.480,350 

17,265,869 

149,842 

Year 

1904 . 

13,949,113 

1,451,505 

15,400,618 

219,131 

\  ear 

1905 . 

14,499,931 

1,371,620 

15,871,551 

339,490 

Year 

1 906 . 

18,175,280 

1,415,920 

19,591,200 

429,076 

Year 

1907 . 

18,005,382 

l,348,ri2 

19,353,494 

456,933 

Totals  . 

126,419,488 

8,449,503 

134,868,991 

1,712,193 

Important  Decision. 


New  York,  March  13. — ( Special  Telegram.) — ■ 
A  decision  of  great  importance  to  the  anthracite 
companies  has  just  been  handed  down  by  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  which 
holds  that  storage  coal  in  New  Jersey  is  subject 
to  local  taxation.  A  test  case  was  tried  when 
local  assessors  sought  local  tax  on  one  hundred 
thousand  tons  of  anthracite  coal  stored  in  New 
Jersey  near  the  Pennsylvania  line.  Coal  compa¬ 
nies  fought  assessment  on  ground  that  coal  at 
these  storage  points  was  in  transit  and  came  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  the  commerce  clause  in  the 
federal  constitution.  The  decision  rendered  de¬ 
cides  that'  to  obtain  this  protection  there  must  be 
a  continuous  and  uninterrupted  movement,  ft  is 
understood  that  the  anthracite  companies  will  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 


Reducing  Operating  Cost. 


(Concluded  from  page  12.) 

the  outset  or  when  the  contract  was  taken 
for  this  equipment  there  was  a  guarantee 
that  the  elevating  capacity  should  be  forty- 
five  tons  per  hour.  Since  the  new  pocket 
and  its  equipment  has  been  in  operation  Mr. 
Cross  has  made  a  report  which  shows  that 
the  actual  working  capacity  is  about  fifty-five 
tons  per  hour.  Taking  the  actual  working 
time  and  all  the  cost  which  enters  into  the 
operation  of  this  pocket  and  the  mechanism 
he  has  declared  that  the  average  is  almost 
exactly  two  and  a  half  cents  per  ton.  One  of 
the  most  satisfactory  things  about  this  entire 
plant  is  that  it  has  been  in  operation  for  an 
entire  year,  but  tbe  equipment  has  not  given 
the  slightest  difficulty  at  any  time  and  the 
plant  itself  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory  in 
every  way,  especially  as  regards  the  cost  of 
operation  and  the  saving  which  the  new 
method  has  over  the  old  and  the  promised 
permanency  of  this  form  of  construction. 


William  K.  Field. 


ating  company  in  the  country,  and  his  remarkable 
executive  ability  and  judgment  will  be  the  fac¬ 
tors  in  winning  further  success  for  him. 

Mr.  Field  was  born  September  9,  1865.  He 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Columbus,  the 
city  which  he  is  now  leaving  for  a  wider  field. 
His  connection  with  the  coal  trade  dates  from 
June  15,  1892,  when  he  was  appointed  city  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Company  at  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Field  filled  this  position  so  well  that  he 
was  in  line  for  promotion,  and  when  a  vacancy 


Pittsburgh  Coal 


The  annual  report  of  M.  H.  Taylor,  presi¬ 
dent,  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  for  the  year  1907  has  just  been 
issued.  This  Shows  a  total  output,  including 
coal  purchased  and  coal  used  in  making  coke 
of  19,353,494  tons  of  mine-run.  This  showed  a 
decrease  of  437,706  tons  from  the  preceding 
year,  or  1.21  per  cent.  Of  the  total  tonnage 
579,833  tons  were  used  in  producing  coke, 
which  brought  about  an  increase  in  coke  pro¬ 
duction  over  1906  to  27,853  tons,  or  6.49  per 
cent. 

Tbe  gross  earnings  of  tbe  company  increased 
for  the  year  $434,859.95  or  8.21  per  cent  over 
1906.  This  is  directly  due  to  the  better  prices 


the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  the  position 
was  immediately  offered  to  Mr.  Field,  whose  abil¬ 
ity  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the  officers  and 
stockholders  of  the  corporation.  He  was  elected 
vice  president  and  general  manager  of  this  com¬ 
pany  at  a  meeting  held  at  Columbus,  October  2, 
1902.  His  next  promotion  was  his  elevation  to 
the  presidency  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com- 
panv.  which  took- place  in  January,  1907,  when  he 
succeeded  Francis  L.  Robbins.  He  has  a  host  of 
friends  in  trade  who  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  his 
latest  advancement. 


Co’s  Statement. 


obtained  for  the  coal  and  coke  than  last  year, 
which  accounts  for  the  fact  that  while  the  pro¬ 
duction  decreased  the  earnings  showed  a  con¬ 
siderable  and  satisfactory  increase.  While 
there  was  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  gross 
receipts,  the  most  satisfactory  part  was  the 
rather  marked  increase  in  the  net  earnings, 
which  for  the  year  were  $2,958,592.91,  or  an 
increase  of  $765,824.88.  In  percentage  this  was 
a  gain  in  net  earnings  of  34.93  per  cent,  or 
equal  to  a  dividend  of  10.93  on  preferred  stock 
outstanding.  The  relatively  large  increase  in 
net  earnings  is  due,  principally,  to  a  saving 
of  interest  resulting  from  the  retirement  of 
$2,081,000  of  first  mortgage  bonds  and  to  a 
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Anthracite  Buyers  Wait  for  April  Prices — 
Few  Bituminous  Contracts  Are 
Being  Closed. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

New  York,  March  12. 

There  is  no  life  to  the  anthracite  trade  so 
far  as  new  orders  are  concerned.  The  weather 
is  entirely  too  mild  for  a  heavy  consumption  or 
coal  for  domestic  purposes,  and  as  dealers  are 
buying  only  for  pressing  needs,  this  is  indeed  a 
dull  season  with  both  the  wholesale  and  retail 
trade.  We  are  having,,  this  week,  very  mild 
weather,  whereas  last  March  at  this  time,  we 
were  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  snow  storm  and 
blizzard  which  made  trade  very  active  up  to  the 
period  when  the  reduced  circular  prices  went 
into  effect.  This  season  conditions  are  reversed. 

Notwithstanding  it  was  believed  that  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  curtailment  in  mining  was  going  to  be  very 
pronounced,  when  the  tonnage  figures  were  given 
out  it  was  found  that  the  production  for  the 
month  was  only  59,964  tons  short  of  the  produc¬ 
tion  for  February  last  vear.  The  Reading  mined 
833,945  tons  during  February,  or  93,000  tons  less 
than  in  February,  1907,  the  Lehigh  Valley  show¬ 
ing  a  decrease  of  80,000  tons,  the  Central  of  New 
Jersev  3.000  tons  and  the  Lackawanna  30,000. 
All  the  other  companies  showed  increases,  thus 
reducing  the  heavv  decreases  made  by  the  Read¬ 
ing  and  Lehigh  Valley.  This  week,  production 
is  beinsr  curtailed  heavier  perhans,  than  at  any 
period  since  the  new  vear,  the  Reading  shutting 
down  eight  of  its  collieries  for  repairs,  while  all 
of  its  collieries  will  be  closed  for  two  days.  The 
Lehigh  Valiev  will  be  closed  for  two  days,  while 
other  companies  are  expected  to  operate  on  a  like 
schedule.  A  number  of  the  companies  other  than 
the  Reading  are  shutting  down  some  of  their  col¬ 
lieries  for  repairs  during  the  dull  season,  so  that 
with  the  short  time  worked  each  week,  it  is 
probable  that  the  production  for  the  month  will 
show  a  much  heavier  decrease  than  did  the  Feb- 
ruarv  production.  Tf  the  mild  weather  contin¬ 
ues,  it  is  probable  that  the  companies  will  shut 
down  three  or  even  four  davs  a  week  until  after 
April  1.  when  it  is  expected  that  there  will  he 
considerable  buying  on  account  of  the  fifty  cent 
reduction. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  in  looking  over  the 
production  figures  of  the  companies,  that  since 
October  last  the  production  of  anthracite  has 
heen  heavier  than  in  anv  former  period  of  four 
months.  Since  October,  or  since  the  inception 
of  the  panic,  the  production  of  anthracite  has 
shown  an  increase  over  the  production  of  any 
former  period,  of  140.000  tons,  the  production 
for  the  last  four  months  aggregating  21.131,777 
tons,  or  a  heavy  increase  over  the  production  for 
the  four  like  months  in  1905-06.  the  former 
record  season.  The  stock  of  coal  at  tidewater 
has  heen  decreased  since  October  31  1907.  when 
819.757  tons  were  on  hand.  On  February  29. 
this  vear,  tidewater  stocks  were  onlv  700,404  tons, 
showing-  that  the  distribution  of  coal  during  the 
past  four  months  was  greater  than  the  produc 
tion.  As  there  are  no  figures  available  as  to  the 
slocks  of  coal  at  interior  points,  it  is  not  possible 
to  arrive  at  an  accurate  result  as  to  the  stock 
of  coal  now  above  ground.  Figures  just  issued 
hv  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  show  that 
the  receipts  of  anthracite  at  that  point  for  Feb¬ 
ruary  were  twentv-eight  tons  more  than  for 
February.  1907.  100.176  tons  being  received  in 
February  this  vear  as  compared  with  100.148  tops 
for  February  last  vear. 

As  reported  last  week,  retailers  the  country 
over,  are  buying  onlv  for  urgent  needs,  so  that 
with  the  weather  against  a  heavy  consumption 
nf  coal,  trade  is  verv  ouiet  all  over  the  east 
Verv  b'tfle  rnal  is  going  to  line  points,  while  ship¬ 
ments  hv  tide  are  light  There  is  a  good  demand 
for  nea  coal,  and  a  heavv  tonnage  of  this  coal 
eonld  be  moved  if  it  were  available.  The  cur 
tailment  in  mining  gives  the  companies  onlv  a 
limited  amount  of  this  size,  as  well  as  the  other 
cteam  cLeq.  which  makes  these  sizes  verv  active 
on  account  of  the  demand  for  these  grades  for 
power  and  heating  plants. 

Concerning  the  April  prices,  it  is  now  believed 


that  last  year’s  prices  on  these  sizes  will  prevail, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  pea,  which  will 
probably  be  held  at  the  present  price,  which  is 
about  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor.  The  other 
steam  sizes,  it  is  believed,  will,  after  April  1,  be 
quoted  at  about  $2.50,  $2.00  and  $1.50  respectively. 
While  all  along  it  has  been  argued  that  the  steam 
sizes,  this  season,  would  be  held  higher  than  in 
former  seasons  on  account  of  the  increased  de¬ 
mand  for  same  for  industrial  purposes,  the  com¬ 
panies  are  said  to  have  favored  maintaining  last 
year’s  prices,  believing  that  on  account  of  the 
industrial  depression  it  would  be  unwise  to  de¬ 
mand  an  increase.  With  soft  coal  selling  at  lower 
prices  and  with  all  lines  of  manufacturing  de¬ 
pressed,  the  anthracite  operators  have  taken  the 
position  that  it  would  be  best  to  help  along  im¬ 
provement  by  keeping  the  prices  of  these  grades 
of  fuel  as  low  as  possible. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

In  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  there 
is  very  liltle  new  business  to  be  found.  The  re¬ 
stricted  tonnage  is  going  mostly  on  contracts, 
and  very  little  spot  coal  is  coming  to  tide.  Pro¬ 
duction  is  still  being  curtailed  in  practically  all 
sections,  and  prices  are  ruling  about  as  last 
quoted.  In  the  way  of  contracts  for  the  new 
coal  year,  it  is  hard  to  find  where  any  have  been 
closed.  Last  year  about  this  time  many  large 
contracts  had  been  closed,  but  this  season  it  is 
entirely  different.  For  weeks  consumers  have 
been  liberal  with  their  queries  and  quotations,  in 
most  cases,  have  been  as  freely  given,  but  con¬ 
sumers  are  not  yet  ready  to  sign. 

It  now  looks  as  if  coal  would  sell  this  season 
from  10  to  20  cents  under  last  year’s  prices. 
After  April  1,  it  is  said  that  the  contract  prices 
on  New  River  and  Pocahontas  at  the  Roads  will 
be  $2.65,  or  10  cents  under  last  year’s  price.  Op¬ 
erators  in  other  fields  competing  in  the  territory 
of  these  coals  will  have  to  meet  these  figures. 
After  September  1  the  tidewater  prices  on  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  coals  will  be  increased  to 
$2.80  or  10  cents  under  the  winter  price  now 
prevailing  for  these  coals.  Line  prices  of  these 
coals  show  like  reduction. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  coal  fields,  labor  troubles 
are  being  discussed.  Many  operators  are  said  to 
favor  a  suspension  of  mining  for  a  while  at  least, 
until  business  is  improved.  While  the  small  op¬ 
erator  is  inclined  to  demand  that  the  miners  shall 
work  for  reduced  wages,  it  seems  to  be  the  sen¬ 
timent  of  the  large  companies  to  continue  the 
present  wage  scale,  making  some  changes  in  the 
agreement  relating  to  the  use  of  powder  and 
other  supplies  used  in  mining.  It  is  not  believed 
that  there  will  be  any  trouble  on  the  wage  ques¬ 
tion  so  far  as  the  large  Pannsylvania  operators 
are  concerned  unless  the  miners  should  ask  for 
an  increase.  It  is  not  believed  that  they  will  do 
this  in  view  of  the  present  depressed  condition 
of  business. 

In  the  far  east  there  is  practically  no  demand 
for  coal,  the  stocks  laid  in  before  the  close  of 
navigation  to  the  shoal  water  ports  being  suf¬ 
ficient  to  carry  them  through  the  winter.  In 
New  England,  business  shows  no  improvement, 
but  on  the  other  hand  the  demand  is  more  de¬ 
pressed  on  account  of  the  further  curtailment  in 
the  production  of  cotton  goods.  Many  mills 
throughout  New  England  went  on  a  short  time 
basis  on  Monday,  and  this  is  going  to  have  its 
effect  on  the  consumption  of  fuel.  Along  the 
sound  the  demand  for  coal  is  restricted,  this 
territory  feeling  the  depression  that  is  so  forci¬ 
bly  felt  in  the  other  sections. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  very  quiet.  Coal  is 
running  through  on  good  time,  cars  being  very 
plentiful,  and  the  roads  being  free  of  snow  and 
traffic  of  other  nature  to  make  transit  slow. 
Prices  f  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  are  about  as 
follows  :  Georges  Creek,  $3  to  $3.25  ;  Miller  Vein, 
$2.50  to  $2.65:  West  Virginia  coals,  $2.35  up. 

Tn  the  vessel  market  owners  are  making  prices 
on  contracts  for  the  season,  but  few  of  them  are 
being  closed.  Rates  rule  about  the  same  as  for 
the  nast  month.  50  cents  being  asked  from  New 
York  to  Providence  and  New  Bedford,  65  cents 
to  Boston,  while  65  to  70  cents  seems  to  be  the 
prevailing  rate  from  Philadelphia  and  the  lower 
ports  to  Boston.  Some  schooners  heretofore  ex¬ 
clusively  engaged  in  coal  transportation,  are  now 
seeking  other  charters  Quite  a  number  have 
gone  into  the  lumber  carrying  trade. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  March  13. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
—There  has  been  no  activity  in  the  anthracite 
market  this  week.  Certainty  of  the  usual  April 
1  reduction  has  served  to  practically  cut  out  or¬ 
ders,  nobody  buying  except  for  emergency  de¬ 
mands,  and  that  in  small  quantities.  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  weather  for  the  week  has  been 
conducive  to  a  light  trade,  a  higher  temperature 
calling  for  less  coal  than  during  the  severe 
weather  of  a  week  ago. 

Rail  business,  so  far  as  the  west  is  concerned, 
has  been  at  ,a  standstill  practically.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  stocking  is  going  on  quite  extensively, 
for  with  the  opening  of  the  spring  trade  there 
will  also  be  the  demand  for  coal  to  load  boats, 
the  chartering  already  done  providing  for  a  large 
amount  of  early  tonnage.  Loading  will  be  com¬ 
menced  within  a  few  days  now.  But  for  the 
heavy  ice  which  has  accumulated  in  more  than 
usual  quantities  in  the  inner  harbor  this  winter, 
no  doubt  considerable  coal  would  have  already 
been  in  hull.  The  early  shipment  promises  to  be 
heavy.  Shippers  are  of  the  impression  that  there 
will  be  a  break-up  of  the  lake  ice  early  in  April, 
and  the  first  vessels  will  go  out  as  soon  as  they 
can  force  a  passage. 

There  is  a  continued  scarcity  of  chestnut  and 
pea  is  exceptionally  hard  to  get.  Some  of  the 
dealers  have  advanced  the  price  twenty-five  cents 
a  ton.  There  is  an  increased 'use  of  the  smaller 
size  for  domestic  consumption,  because  of  the 
fact  that  so  many  men  are  out  of  employment  and 
a  saving  is  effected  in  the  family  exchequer  by 
the  change.  There  is  every  indication  that  there 
will  not  be  the  usual  trouble  in  procuring  suffic¬ 
ient  cars  this  spring,  for  every  railroad  entering 
Buffalo  has  large  numbers  of  box  cars  standing 
idle  on  the  sidings,  a  condition  the  writer  has  not 
observed  in  nine  years  of  familiarity  with  the 
transportation  conditions.  No  trouble  with  the 
miners  in  the  anthracite  regions  is  anticipated, 
and  with  a  resumption  of  the  industries  of  the 
country,  confidently  promised  by  the  money  pow¬ 
ers,  operators  believe  that  the  business  of  the 
year  will  be  very  satisfactory. 


In  Bituminous  Trade. 

Bituminous  dealers  report  no  change  in  the  sit¬ 
uation,  the  uncertainty  of  conditions,  as  they  re¬ 
late  to  operators  and  miners,  putting  a  dead 
weight  on  business.  There  is,  however,  a  fair 
business,  as  the  railroads  and  other  large  con¬ 
cerns  have  been  huying.  It  is  considered  ex¬ 
tremely  problematical  what  the  outcome  of  the 
present  controversy  will  be. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

Very  few  charters  for  export  coal  were  effected 
during  the  past  week,  the  only  charter  of  interest 
being  that  of  the  steamer  Cunaxa,  2,048  tons 
register.  Philadelphia  to  Genoa,  coal  at  10s  9d. 
A  number  of  boats  have  been  reported  as  char¬ 
tered.  but  these  were  simply  boats  named  to  carry 
cargoes  under  old  contracts.  Freight  conditions 
remain  practically  unaltered. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.20  to  $1.25  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 
$1.60  to  $1.70  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.40  to 
$1.45  to  Cienfuegos:  $1.55  to  $1.60~  to  Daiquiri; 
$1.60  to  $1.70  to  Santiago;  $1.45  to  $1.50  to 
Colon;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad; 
$1.75  to  $1.85  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.35  to  $1.45  to  St. 
Thomas;  $1.70  to  $1.80  to  Barbados;  $1.40  to 
$1.50  to  Kingston;  $1.20  to  $1.25  and  p.  c.  to 
Curacao;  $2.30  to  $2.40  to  Demerara;  $1.65  to 
Si. 75  to  Bermuda;  $1.35  to  $1.40  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.35  to  $1.40  to  Tampico  C$2.25  to  $2.35  to  Tam¬ 
pico  on  coke)  :  11s  6d  to  13s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres ; 
13s  to  15s  to  Rosario;  13s  to  15s  to  Rio;  14s  to 
16s  to  Santos;  10s  6d  to  11s  to  a  direct  port  in 
the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Ttaly.  Spain  excluded ;  $4.50  and  discharged  to 
Manila  :  $4.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Among  the  new  companies  incorporated  under 
the  Delaware  laws  is  The  Cameron  Creek  Coal 
Company,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  with  capital  stock 
of  $500,000. 
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Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md,,  March  12. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — It  is  pretty  hard  to  strike  a  note 
of  optimism  in  the  general  business  depression 
that  now  exists,  but  there  is  just  this  much  en¬ 
couragement  to  hold  out — things  are  now  no 
worse  than  they  have  been  for  the  past  two  or 
three  weeks.  The  price  list  has  remained  pretty 
steady  at  low  figures,  and  the  strictly  local  de¬ 
mand  is  not  so  very  bad  after  all.  Charter  rates 
are  exceedingly  low  with  plenty  of  offerings,  but 
as  there  is  not  much  coastwise  shipment  othei 
than  on  contract  this  is  of  no  great  consolation 
to  shippers  generally. 

Anthracite  business  here  is  in  a  very  depressed 
state.  Almost  springlike  weather  has  knocked 
the  possible  end-winter  demand  into  a  cocked 
hat,  so  to  speak,  and  the  hard  coal  dealer  is 
naturally  rather  blue.  Not  a  few  yards  will  find 
the  advent  of  spring  with  its  era  of  low  prices 
with  a  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  coal  carried 
through  the  entire  winter  or  part  of  the  winter. 

Receivership  Actions. 

One  discordant  note  was  the  announcement  of 
the  receivership  of  the  Western  Maryland  Rail¬ 
road.  While  its  drop  off  in  business  had  been 
apparent  for  some  time,  it  was  not  expected  that 
receivership  would  be  resorted  to.  There  is 
much  speculation  on  what  effect  the  move  will 
have  on  the  original  Gould  plans  both  for  a  sea¬ 
board  terminus  of  a  trans-co'ntinental  line  at  Balti¬ 
more,  and  on  the  plan  for  big  development  of  coal 
properties  along  the  lines  of  the  road. 

A  petition  in  receivership  has  also  been  filed 
against  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Company  by 
Lynah  and  Read,  coal  miners,  on  the  ground 
that  $1,755.51  is  owing  for  fuel  furnished.  The 
petitioners  claim  that  they  have  been  referred 
for  settlement  to  the  receiver  of  the  Western 
Maryland  Railroad,  Mr.  Bush,  who  is  also  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Davis  company,  but  they  deny  that 
they  have  any  dealings  with  the  railroad.*  In  an 
answer  filed  by  the  Davis  interests  it  is  con¬ 
tended  that  the  coal  company  in  the  purchase  was 
merelv  acting  as  agent  for  the  Western  Maryland, 
and  that  there  is  no  ground  for  the  petition  for 
receivership. 

An  order  was  signed  by  Judge  Gerter  in 
Circuit  Court  No.  2  Wednesday  dismissing 
the  bill  asking  for  the  appointment  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver  for  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 

This  action  was  taken  by  request  of  Attor¬ 
neys  McIntosh  and  Thrift,  counsel  for  Lynah 
&  Read,  the  plaintiffs  in  the  case.  Almost  at 
the  same  time  Judge  Morris  signed  an  order 
in  the  United  States  District  Court  empower¬ 
ing  President  B.  F.  Bush,  receiver  for  the 
Western  Maryland  Railroad  Company,  to  col¬ 
lect  and  receive  all  accounts  and  debts  payable 
on  account  of  the  operation  of  the  Davis  Coal 
&  Coke  Company  as  the  selling  agent  for  the 
Western  Maryland.  This  power  was  given 
on  petition  of  the  receiver,  through  Attorneys 
Gans  &  Haman. 


Many  Cars  Are  Idle. 

Because  of  general  business  depression  fhe 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  19,200  idle  freight 
cars  out  of  87,500  standing  on  yard  and  side 
tracks  and  in  shops  over  the  system,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Southwestern. 
Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio — the  pioneer  railroad  of  America — have 
there  been  so  many  cars  out  of  service  at  one 
time.  At  a  valuation  of  $1,000  per  car  this  repre¬ 
sents  $19,200,000  of  the  company’s  money  that  is 
not  earning  any  revenue. 

Coke  is  one  of  the  principal  revenue  producing 
commodities  carried  bv  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio, 
but  there  has  been  a  sudden  collapse  of  this  busi¬ 
ness,  which  until  a  few  months  ago  was  booming 
beyond  all  expectations.  In  the  Connellsville  and 
lower  Connellsville  regions  shipments  of  coke 
slumped  from  64.656  car  loads  in  October  last,  to 
28,670  during  December.  In  tonnage  this 
amounted  to  1,805,207  tons  for  October  and  only 
677,657  tons  for  December.  In  December,  1906, 
the  coke  shipments  of  the  territorv  amounted  to 
61.281  ears  or  1.655,222  tons,  which  was  also 
about  the  average  for  the  other  eleven  months 
of  that  year.  The  tonnage  of  coke  sent  out  last 
December  was  the  smallest  since  December,  1902, 
when  the  shipments  aggregated  512.187  tons. 


Mr.  C.  W.  Hendley,  of  the  C.  W.  Hendley 
Coal  Company,  has  returned  from  Tampa,  Fla., 
where  he  arranged  for  the  formation  of  the 
Tampa  Fuel  Company,  of  which  he  is  to  be  vice- 
president. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  March  12. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — We  are  not  having  the  kind  of 
weather  to  stimulate  the  use  of  coal  for  domestic 
purposes,  and  hence  there  is  very  little  coal  being 
bought  by  retailers,  who  are  trying  to  get  right 
down  to  the  bottom  of  their  bins  and  pockets  by 
April  1,  when  the  reduced  circular  on  anthracite 
goes  in  effect.  The  companies  will  further  re¬ 
strict  production  this  month,  so  that  the  tonnage 
will  not  be  too  much  in  excess  of  actual  require¬ 
ments.  The  Reading  is  closing  down  eight  of  its 
collieries  for  repairs,  while  its  other  collieries  are 
only  working  three  to  four  days  each  week.  Other 
companies  are  pursuing  like  policy  in  the  matter 
of  restriction.  Steam  sizes  will  open  April  1  at 
about  last  year’s  prices,  according  to  rumors,  ex¬ 
cepting  pea,  which  will  be  set  at  about  25c  over 
the  price  prevailing  last  April. 

Bituminous  operators  note  some  better  demand 
for  coal  for  line  trade,  principally  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  but  taking  the  other  sections  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  there  is  very  little  improvement  to  be  found. 
West  Virginia  high  grade  coals  will  sell  after 
April  1  at  10c  a  ton  under  last  season’s  prices,  and 
operators  in  these  coals  will  now  be  busy  closing 
contracts.  In  the  Pennsylvania  fields  coal  will 
undoubtedly  sell  from  5c  to  10c  under  last  season’s 
prices,  though  operators  were  hoping  to  maintain 
last  year’s  rates.  Contracts  are  hanging  fire,  and 
up  to  the  moment  it  is  hard  to  find  where  any 
have  been  closed  that  are  worth  citing.  Some 
small  users  have  signed  up,  but  the  large  consum¬ 
ers  are  still  holding  off.  Vessel  rates  are  still  at 
the  former  low  basis,  and  many  boat  owners  are 
seeking  charters  in  other  lines  to  keep  their  boats 
busy,  the  tonnage  of  coal  moving  being  too  small 
to  utilize  the  bottoms  available. 


Briefs  and  Personals. 

Members  of  the  local  Order  of  Kokoal  are  pre¬ 
paring  to  have  a  smoker  on  the  evening  of 
March  19. 

James  McCrea,  president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  says  that  he  knows  nothing  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  secret  conference  of  railroad  presidents  in 
New  York  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  ask  President  Roosevelt’s  assistance  in 
bringing  about  a  ten  per  cent  increase  in  freight 
rates. 

Sam  B.  Crowell,  of  Robert  Henderson  &  Co., 
local  coal  dealers,  who  is  president  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association,  was 
tendered  a  banquet  by  the  coal  dealers  ,at  York 
Monday  night.  At  the  banquet  means  were  dis¬ 
cussed  whereby  the  dealers  can  give  better  quality 
for  less  money.  Mine  operators,  transportation 
companies  and  brokers  were  scored  for  present 
conditions  of  trade. 

-  A  receiver  has  been  asked  for  the  Davis  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  headquarters  Baltimore,  with  of¬ 
fices  in  this  city,  by  Lynah  &  Reed  of  Baltimore. 
This  step  was  brought  about  by  the  receivership 
of  the  Western  Maryland  Railroad,  which  con¬ 
trols  the  Davis  Company.  The  Davis  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  has  100,000  acres  of  coal  lands 
and  7.000  acres  of  iron  ore  lands  along  the  West¬ 
ern  Maryland,  and  their  coal  output  is  around 
2,000,000  tons  annually.  Lynah  &  Reed’s  claim 
against  the  company  is  for  $1,775.  No  order  has 
yet  been  signed  by  the  court,  but  the  matter  will 
come  up  for  a  hearing  later  in  the  week. 

The  City  Investing  Building  at  Broadway 
and  Cortland  street,  New  York,  and  the  Hud¬ 
son  Terminal  buildings,  both  of  which  are  now 
nearing  completion,  are  announcing  some  of 
their  tenants.  As  has  previously  been  an¬ 
nounced  in  these  columns.  Burns  Brothers  will 
move  their  large  office  force  from  the  Have- 
meyer  building  to  the  Hudson  buildings.  The 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Company 
are  the  only  firm  from  No.  1  Broadway  who 
have  announced  that  they  will  change  to  the 
Hudson  Terminal.  About  seventv-fijve  per 
cent  of  the  space  in  the  Hudson  buildings  has 
already  been  leased 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  March  12. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  movement  of  anthracite  coal  to 
New  England  points  is  not  heavy  at  the  moment. 
Retail  dealers  are  buying  very  lightly,  as  they  are 
trying  to  reach  April  1  with  all  of  their  high  price 
coal  cleared  out,  and  the  weather  is  entirely  too 
mild  to  stimulate  heavy  buying  on  the  part  of  con¬ 
sumers.  After  April  1,  when  anthracite  prices  are 
reduced  50c  a  ton,  there  will  no  doubt  be  a  heavy 
tonnage  of  coal  moved  this  way,  as  retailers  will 
favor  putting  in  as  much  coal  at  the  April  price  as 
their  bin  capacity  and  finances  will  permit'. 

The  receipts  of  coal  at  Boston,  according  to  the 
figures  compiled  by  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  show  receipts  of  anthracite  for  February, 
1908,  at  100,176  tons,  as  compared  with  100,148 
tons  for  same  month  last  year.  Receipts  of  bitu¬ 
minous  for  February  were  249,487  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  159,688  tons  for  same  month  last  year. 
Of  provincial  coal,  51,900  tons  were  received  dur¬ 
ing  February,  as  compared  with  37,852  tons  for 
February  last  year.  Receipts  for  the  first  two 
months  of  1908,  as  compared  with  the  same  two 
months  last  year,  are  as  follows :  Anthracite,  two 
months  this  year,  241,755 ;  same  months  last  year, 
272,991.  Bituminous,  two  months  this  year,  493,- 
503 ;  same  months  last  year,  368,573.  Provincial, 
two  months  this  year,  97,602 ;  same  months  last 
year,  81,953. 

There  is  some  more  activity  in  the  bituminous 
trade  since  the  prices  for  the  year  beginning  April 
1  next  have  been  announced.  Prices  on  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  coals  at  Norfolk  and  New¬ 
port  News,  according  to  late  reports,  have  been 
fixed  at  $2.65  from  April  1  to  September  1,  after 
which  the  price  will  be  $2.80  until  April  1,  1909. 
This  is  10c  under  last  season’s  price.  It  is  prob¬ 
able  that  many  contracts  will  now  be  closed,  that 
have  heretofore  been  hanging  fire  awaiting  the 
fixing  of  the  new  rates.  Some  of  the  companies 
believed  that  last  year’s  prices  would  rule  this 
year,  while  some  predicted  that  a  reduction  of  5c 
a  ton  might  be  made.  The  10c  reduction  will  force 
some  of  the  operators  in  other  sections  competing 
in  this  territory  with  these  West  Virginia  coals  to 
lower  their  prices.  This,  some  of  them  argue, 
they  cannot  well  do  unless  the  cost  of  mining  can 
be  lowered.  How  to  do  this  is  the  question  with¬ 
out  lowering  miners’  wages.  It  seems  to  be 
pretty  well  agreed  that  wages  will  be  adjusted  on 
the  former  scale,  and  the  loss  of  10c  a  ton  will 
have  to  be  made  up  in  some  other  way.  In  the 
way  of  spot  business,  some  small  sales  are  report¬ 
ed  here  from  time  to  time.  Spot  coals  sell  here 
at  $3.30  to  $4,  according  to  quality.  The  indus¬ 
trial  situation  is  still  unsettled.  Most  of  the  mills 
will  continue  to  restrict  their  production  25  per 
cent  for  another  three  months,  a  policy  which  is 
disappointing  to  coal  men  making  a  specialty  of 
this  class  of  business.  The  trade  had  been  hoping 
that  by  April  1  business  would  have  improved  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  mills  could  have  been  put 
back  on  full  time.  Vessels  are  plentiful,  and  for¬ 
mer  rates  quoted  still  prevail.  From  the  Roads 
and  lower  ports,  60  to  70  cents  is  about  the  basis 
of  the  charters. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  New  Haven  road  is  planning  for  improv¬ 
ing  its  dock  facilities  at  Providence,  which  will 
involve  an  expenditure  of  about  $3,000,000. 

Boston  Kokoals  are  planning  to  have  a  merry 
time  at  the  koruskation  to  be  held  at  the  Revere 
House  on  the  17th,  and  Skout  A.  A.  White  is 
busy  rounding  up  new  applicants.  The  New  Eng¬ 
land  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  will  meet  in 
Boston  on  the  17th,  and  by  special  arrangement 
all  the  Kokoalers  and  those  members  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  who  are  still  out  of  the  fold  will  dine  to¬ 
gether.-  Afterwards,  it  is  predicted  that  there  will 
be  many  more  applications  to  join  the  “lifters.” 

President  Tuttle  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Rail¬ 
road  has  issued  a  circular  letter  asking  con¬ 
ductors,  trainmen  and  firemen  on  the  road  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  reduction  of  5  per  cent  in  wages  until  July 
1.  when  the  old  scale  will  be  resumed.  He  says 
that  the  emergency  in  the  company’s  affairs  is 
more  grave  than  anything  that  has  occurred  in  his 
experience,  and  that  if  the  men  refuse  voluntarily 
to  accent  the  reduction  the  company  will  be  forced 
to  discharge  many  men. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Philadelphia  Kokoals  are  planning  to  have  a 
smoker  in  that  city  on  the  evening  of  March  19. 

Charles  A.  Schwenk,  of  the  Oak  Hill  Coal 
Company,  Minersville,  Pa.,  visited  the  New  York 
coal  trade  this  week. 

F.  W.  Pray,  vice  president  of  the  Garfield 
Proctor  Coal  Company,  Boston,  was  at  the  New 
York  office  of  his  company  this  week. 

M.  Kishbaugh,  of  the  Mill  Creek  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  spent  several  days 
among  the  new  York  coal  trade  this  week. 

M.  D.  Fuller,  the  well-known  coal  operator 
of  Scranton,  was  robbed  of  more  than  $7,000 
worth  of  jewelry  one  night  last  week  at  a 
hotel  at  Ormond  Beach,  Fla. 

O.  M.  Deyerle,  secretary  and  general  manager 
of  the  Flat-Top  Fuel  Company,  Bluefield,  W.  Va., 
was  among  the  West  Virginia  operators  who 
were  visitors  to  New  York  this  week. 

The  Woodward  colliery,  of  the  D.  L.  &  W.  Co., 
Edwardsville,  Pa.,  is  now  idle  while  extensive 
repairs  are  being  made.  This  is  said  to  be  one 
of  the  largest  producing  collieries  in  the  world. 

In  addition  to  shutting  down  all  of  its  col¬ 
lieries  two  days  each  week,  the  Reading  will 
close  down  eight  collieries  all  the  time  for 
several  weeks  while  extensive  repairs  are  being 
made. 

The  Sunnyside  Coal  Company  will  close  down 
their  Dunmore  colliery  on  the  16th  until  April  1, 
so  that  needed  repairs  can  be  made  and  new 
machinery  installed,  which  will  make  this  opera¬ 
tion  up-to-date. 

Caused  by  the  breaking  of  an  electric  wire, 
which  fell  on  another  wire,  considerable  dam¬ 
age  was  done  by  fire  last  week  to  the  Hel¬ 
vetia  mine  near  Sykesville,  Pa.  Fortunately, 
all  the  men  had  left  the  mine  before  the  fire 
started. 

A.  D.  &  F.  M.  Spencer,  the  well-known 
Scranton  coal  operators,  are  rebuilding  the 
shaft  house  at  the  old  opening  at  Dunmore, 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  year  or  more 
ago.  They  are  preparing  to  resume  opera¬ 
tions  at  this  point.  , 

Operations  at  the  Pond  Creek  colliery  of 
the  Pond  Creek  &  Wyoming  Coal  Company 
have  been  suspended  for  an  indefinite  period. 
It  is  not  known  when  the  operations  will  be 
started  up  again,  though  there  is  a  rumor  that 
it  will  not  be  earlier  than  May  or  June. 

The  reports  of  Mine  Inspectors  John  Curran 
and  M.  J.  Brennan,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  have  been 
forwarded  to  Harrisburg,  giving  the  statistics 
of  their  districts,  the  Eighteenth  and  Nine¬ 
teenth.  These  show  that  in  the  Eighteenth 
district  2,673,772  tons  of  anthracite  was  pro¬ 
duced  last  year,  as  compared  with  3,334,000 
tons  for  1906,  or  a  decrease  of  660,714  tons. 

Fire  on  Sunday  destroyed  the  coal  washing 
plant  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  near  Port 
Morien,  C.  B.,  at  a  loss  of  $100,000.  Consider¬ 
able  coal  was  consumed.  This  is  the  second  large 
fire  at  this  nlant  in  the  last  two  years.  Over 
60,000  tons  of  coal  have  been  passing  through  this 
plant  monthly,  50,000  tons  of  which  has  been 
coming  to  Everett.  Mass.,  for  use  of  the  New 
England  Gas  &  Coke  Company. 

The  Smith  Coal  Company,  which  some  time 
ago  leased  the  works  of  the  old  Evans  colliery 
at  Beaver  Meadow.  Pa.,  made  a  test  of  the  old 
culm  banks  at  that  place  last  week,  and  found  that 
thev  contain  a  large  percentage  of  coal.  The 
washerv  which  was  recently  erected  by  the  Smith 
people,  is  now  about  completed,  and  by  April  1, 
they  will  be  actively  at  work  running  the  culm 
through  it.  The  work  of  sinking  a  new  slope 
will  be  commenced  in  the  spring. 

Tt  is  reported  from  the  Butler  Valley  sec¬ 
tion  of  Pennsylvania  that  coal  has  been  found 
on  land  sowned  by  the  Beisel  heirs  and  that  a 
syndicate  has  offered  to  develop  the  property 
on  a  percentage  arrangement.  A  meeting  of 


the  Beisel  heirs,  of  whom  there  are  about 
thirty,  was  held  in  Hazlet,  recently,  to  con¬ 
sider  the  offer,  but  nothing  definite  was  done. 
It  was  not  believed  that  coal  existed  in  Butler 
valley,  which  heretofore  has  been  regarded 
as  strictly  a  farming  section. 

J.  D.  Huddell,  for  seven  years  with  Key¬ 
stone  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  and  for  the  past 
four  years,  manager  of  the  New  York  office  of 
this  company,  has  opened  up  an  office  on  the 
seventh  floor  of  No.  1  Broadway,  and  will 
conduct  a  wholesale  coal  business  under  the 
name  of  J.  D.  Huddell  &  Co.  They  will  op¬ 
erate  in  bituminous  coals,  and  are  prepared  to 
handle  a  large  tonnage.  Mr.  Huddell  is  well 
posted  oiv  all  matters  pertaining  to  bituminous 
coal,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  eastern  trade 
will  prove  a  valuable  asset. 

The  contract  has  been  let  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  5,000-ton  concrete  coal  pocket  for 
the  Union  Coal  &  Wood  Company,  Holyoke, 
Masss.,  plans  for  which  were  drawn  by  Adolph 
Suck,  of  Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  who  has  designed 
quite  a  number  of  pockets  in  the  east  within 
the  past  few  years.  Charles  Essena,  of  Somer¬ 
ville,  Mass.,  secures  the  construction  contract, 
while  the  equipment  will  be  installed  by  the 
Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  New  York  and  Boston. 

In  order  to  learn  from  John  Mitchell  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  he  had  been  tendered  a  position  on 
the  Panama  canal  commission  by  President 
Roosevelt,  the  Wilkesbarre  Times-Leader 
called  Mitchell  up  on  the  long  distance  phone 
Tuesday.  Mr.  Mitchell  denied  any  knowledge 
of  an  official  notification  of  an  appointment  by 
the  president.  He  said  that  he  only  knew  what 
he  had  read  in  the  papers,  and  that  not  having 
been  tendered  the  position  he  could  not  say 
whether  he  would  accent  or  decline  it. 

Figures  compiled  by  the  bureau  of  statistics 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
show  the  January  figures  of  coal  and  coke 
traffic  of  seven  eastern  coal  carrying  roads 
show  a  tonnage  transported  of  8,554,969  tons, 
or  a  decrease  of  twenty-nine  per  cent  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  like  figures  for  1907.  The  ship¬ 
ments  of  bituminous  coal  for  the  month  by 
these  seven  roads  is  named  at  6,864,677  tons, 
or  a  decrease  of  twenty-four  per  cent  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  figures  for  January,  1907.  Coke 
shipments  were  1,146,688  tons,  or  a  decrease 
of  over  fifty-three  per  cent. 

The  New  York  papers,  on  Sunday,  con¬ 
tained  a  “story”  that  conferences  had  been 
held  in  New  York  recently  between  the  heads 
of  various  railroads  and  bankers,  at  which 
ways  and  means  to  relieve  the  crisis  in  the 
railroad  situation  were  discussed.  Measures 
proposed  are  a  general  increase  in  freight 
rates,  reduction  of  wages  and  decreased  divi¬ 
dends.  It  is  said  that  the  banks  and  trust 
companies  acting  as  trustees  under  mort¬ 
gages  are  behind  the  movement,  and  that  it 
will  possibly  result  in  a  ten  per  cent  advance 
in  freight  rates,  giving  the  railroads  of  the 
country  an  additional  income  of  $166,000,009 
a  year. 

The  Kokoals  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  vicinity, 
gave  a  smoker  at  the  PTotel  Highblind  in  Hart¬ 
ford  last  Fridav  evening,  which  was  largely  at¬ 
tended,  and  which  was  voted  by  everyone  present 
to  be  a  delightful  affair.  The  occasion  was  in¬ 
formal,  and  while  the  speechmaking  was  of  the 
extemooraneous  sort,  it  was  nevertheless  of  the 
enthusiasm  producing  sort,  and  everyone  present 
had  a  show.  The  ’  Hartford  Kokoals  are  an 
energetic  set,  and  their  enthusiastic  work  for  the 
order  is  largely  responsible  for  the  large  mem¬ 
bership  throughout  the  state  of  Connecticut.  Tt 
would  be  hard  to  corral  a  more  enthusiastic 
bunch  of  Kokoalers  than  Pratt  Thompson.  James 
S.  Stevens,  Ed  Hemmingway,  Clarence  Belcher, 
Grant  Kierstead,  Will  Berry.  Frayer,  , Kellogg, 
Castonnguav.  et  al  ,  who  hail  from  Hartford, 
and  it  is  the  wish  of  those  who  attended  the 
smoker  last  Friday  evening  that  it  may  be  re¬ 
peated  at  no  distant  date. 


The  first  of  'the  appeals  from  the  coal  land 
assessments  in  the  Scranton  region  is  now 
being  heard  in  Scranton,  the  case  of  A.  D.  & 
F.  M.  Spencer,  large  coal  operators,  being  the 
first  case  taken  up.  The  coal  companies  are 
appealing  against  the  increased  assessments, 
which  were  raised  from  $25  to  $100  an  acre, 
and  the  general  inquiry  is  whether  or  not  the 
assessment  is  an  equitable  one  and  whether 
the  county  commissioners  had  the  right  to 
make  it  in  the  manner  they  did.  Nearly  all  the 
prominent  lawyers  in  Scranton  are  interested 
in  the  appeals  of  the  various  companies,  and  a 
lawyer  prominent  in  the  counsel  of  one  of  the 
companies  is  responsible  for  the  statement  that 
the  cases  will  be  carried  to  the  highest  courts 
before  the  companies  will  consent  to  pay  the 
increased  assessments. 

Arrangements  are  said  to  have  been  made  by 
which  the  reeciver  of  the  Western  Maryland 
Railroad,  B.  F.  Bush,  will  borrow  enough  money 
to  meet  the  interest  due  on  April  1,  on  the  road’s 
first  mortgage  bonds.  Receiver  Bush  said  Mon¬ 
day,  that  the  receivership  would  in  no  way  affect 
the  business  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 
William  Harrity,  Edward  L.  Fuller,  George  Ca- 
tor,  Fairfax  S.  Lapdstreet  and  Richard  Sutro 
have  become  a  protective  committee  for  certain 
large  holders  of  stock  and  general  lien  bonds  of 
the  Western  Maryland  Railroad  Company.  O.  FI. 
Smith  has  been  chosen  secretary  and  Samuel 
Untermver  will  act  as  counsel.  The  Bankers' 
Trust  Companv  of  New  York  will  act  as  de¬ 
pository.  O.  H.  Smith  is  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  with  offices  in  No.  1  Broadway.  -The 
Western  Maryland  Convertible  Bondholders’ 
Committee,  headed  bv  Alvin  W.  Krech,  announces 
that  Frederick  T.  Gates  and  Henry  E.  Cooper 
have  been  added  to  that  committee. 

The  report  of  Mine  Inspector  L.  M.  Evans, 
of  the  second  anthracite  district,  for  the  year 

1907,  just  made  public,  shows  that  there  was 
an  increase  of  476,305  tons  of  coal  in  his  dis¬ 
trict  over  the  1906  production.  The  figures 
show  that  4,091,339  tons  of  coal  were  mined 
last  year  in  this  district  as  compared  with 
3,595,034  tons  for  the  year  1906.  There  are 
fifteen  collieries  and  thirty-two  operative 
mines  in  this  district.  The  production  of 
some  of  the  larger  companies  was  as  follows: 
Scranton  Coal  Company,  1,020,125  tons;  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Hudson  Company,  820,855  tons;  Lack¬ 
awanna,  76,564  tons;  Pennsylvania  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  632,626  tons;  Lackawanna  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  310,920  tons;  Sterrick  Creek  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  592,799  tons;  Dolph  Coal  Company,  274,- 
217  tons;  Mount  Jessup  Coal  Company,  59,299 
tons;  Moosic  Mountain  Coal  Company,  41,412 
tons ;  Blakely  Coal  Company,  8,664  tons ;  Mott 
Haven  Coal  Company,  3,407.  There  were 
fifty-one  fatal  accidents  last  year  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  district,  the  total  number  of  em¬ 
ployes  being  10,368. 

While  nothing  authoritative  has  vet  been  given 
out,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  coals  will  be  sold  after  Aoril  1.  at 
prices  about  ten  cents  a  ton  under  the  prices 
which  prevailed  last  vear.  As  a  schedule  for 
this  season,  the  following  prices  are  anticipated : 

Run-of-mine,  tidewater,  April  1,  1908,  to  Sep¬ 
tember  1.  1908,  $1.25  gross  ton;  September  1. 

1908,  to  April  1,  1909.  tidewater,  $1.40  gross  ton. 

Last  season  these  prices  were  $1.35  and  $1.50. 
Run-of-mine  Eastern  line  April  1,  1908,  to  Sep¬ 
tember  1  1908,  $1.10  net  ton.  Run-of-mine 

Eastern  Line  September  1,  1908,  to  April  1,  1909, 
$1.25  net  ton.  Run-of-mine.  Western  Line, 
April  1.  1908,  to  September  1,  1908,  $1.25  net  ton. 
Run-of-mine  Western  Line  September  1.  1908. 
to  April  1.  1909,  $1.40  net  ton.  Lump  and  Egg, 
Western  or  Eastern  line,  April  1,  1908,  to  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1908,  $1.60  net  ton.  Lump  and  Egg, 
Eastern  or  Western  Line,  September  1,  1908,  to 
April  1,  1908.  $2.00  net  ton.  Slack  throughout 
the  year.  Eastern  or  Western  Line,  $1.00  net  ton. 
The  rate  from  mines  to  the  roads  is  $1.40,  mak¬ 
ing  the  tidewater  rate  on  the  above  coals  $2.65 
from  April  1  to  September  1,  and  $2.80  from 
September  1,  1908,  to  April  1,  1909.  " 
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Future  of  Bituminous  Trade. 


By  Henry 


The  growth  of  the  coal  industry  rep¬ 
resents  the  growth  of  the  civilizing  influ¬ 
ence  of  industrial  progress,  which  is,  in 
titself,  the  actual  foundation  of  our  civili¬ 
sation.  Coal  is  the  base  upon  which  all 
manufacturing  industries  rest.  Stop  the 
production  of  coal  and  the  business  of 
the  world  stops.  It  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  the  mineral  products  of  the  earth 
and  differs  from  all  others  in  that  it  can 
be  used  for  only  one  purpose — the  pro¬ 
duction  of  energy — and  that  its  use  in¬ 
volves  its  complete  destruction.  Coal  can 
be  classed,  then,  as  a  finished  product 
when  loaded  on  cars  ready  for  shipment 
to  the  consumer,  who  destroys  in  order 
to  use  it. 

Already  the  quantity  of  coal  produced 
and  consumed  has  reached  an  amount 
where  figures  fail  to  convey  a  realization 
either  of  the  production  or  the  rate  of 
the  yearly  increase.  In  the  ten  years  end¬ 
ing  in  1905  there  were  consumed  7,568,- 
000,000  gross  tons  of  coal,  an  increase  of 
2,619,000  tons  over  the  preceding  ten 
years.  This  is  coal  taken  from  the 
ground,  converted  into  energy  of  one  or 
another  form  and  that  energy  applied  in 
manufactures,  in  transportation,  in  light, 
in  heat.  Only  a  small  percentage  of  the 
theoretical  efficiency  of  the  coal  has  been 
realized  in  the  power  developed,  or  in  the 
products  from  that  power,  and  the  coal 
has  been  irrevocably  lost. 

We  are  in  an  era  of  development  such 
as  has  not  been  known  in  the  world’s 
history.  On  our  own  Continent,  Mexico 
is  developing  its  internal  resources  in  a 
manner  which  would  not  have  been  be¬ 
lieved  ten  years  ago.  Similar  move¬ 
ments  appear  in  the  Central  American 
States,  and  in  South  America,  Brazil, 
Argentina,  Chili  and  Peru  are  advancing 
with  giant  strides.  Australasia  has 
passed  the  first  ebullition  of  internal 
progress  and  settled  down  to  a  rapid, 
steady  and  remarkably  consistent  devel¬ 
opment  of  its  many  resources.  Africa  is 
just  beginning.  In  the  southern  part  the 
,  English  colonies  have  already  advanced 
1  in  this  direction,  and  the  interior,  of 
which  so  little  has  been  known,  will  be- 
1  fore  long  go  through  the  first  stages  of 
.  development  and  growth.  China  and 
.Japan,  self-satisfied  for  centuries,  are 
:  awake  to  the  same  movement,  the  for¬ 
mer  only  on  its  edges,  the  latter  in  its 
j  every  part.  And  the  other  countries  of 
the  world,  with  possibly  as  many,  or 
(greater,  industrial  possibilities  as  the 
country  named,  have  barely  begun  their 
call  for  power.  When  the  rich  mineral 
and  agricultural  lands  of  Russia  in  Eu¬ 
rope  and  Asia  are  developed,  what  may 
L be  its  requirements;  of  India,  all  of 
\frica,  of  the  vast  territory  of  China, 
and  the  rich  countries  of  Mexico  and 
Central  and  South  America?  Develop¬ 
ment  is  going  forward  steadily  and  the 
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demand  for  power — for  coal — is  as  stead¬ 
ily  increasing. 

Even  in  the  more  fully  developed  coun¬ 
tries,  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  Austria, 
France,  Italy  and  Belgium,  the  demand 
for  more  power,  more  coal,  increases 
year  by  year.  In  the  United  States,  which 
only  recently  began  its  remarkable  in¬ 
dustrial  development,  the  demand  has 
doubled  with  each  ten  years.  No  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world  has  yet  been  developed 
to  its  utmost  and  by  far  the  largest  part 
of  the  world  is  almost  undeveloped.  In 
the  face  of  the  possibilities  of  this  enor¬ 
mous  future  growth  where  will  be  the 
end  of  the  demand  for  power — for  coal  ? 

Probably  the  best  illustration  of  the 
enormous  growth  , of  the  bituminous  coal 
business  of  the  United  States  is  in  the 
fact  that  in  each  ten  years  the  production 
of  coal  has  been  greater  than  from  1826 
to  the  beginning  of  that  ten  years.  That 
is  to  say,  in  the  seventy  years  from  1826 
to  1895  less  coal  was  produced  than  in 
the  ten  years  from  1896  to  1905.  The 
following  table  illustrates  this  remark¬ 
able  expansion  of  the  coal  business : 

Production  of  bituminous  coal  from — 


Gross  Tons. 

1826  to  1875—50  years .  302,334,126 

1876  to  1885—10  years .  480,150,472 

1826  to  1885 — 60  years .  782,484,598 

1886  to  1895—10  years .  961,530,261 

1826  to  1895—70  years . 1,764,014,859 

1896  to  1905—10  years . 1,982,325,217 


In  all  of  the  States'  this  process  of 
opening  new  mines  has  been  conducted 
without  regard  to  the  future  or  of  the 
economic  importance  of  the  product. 
Railroads  passing  through  or  near  coal 
lands  have  fostered  their  development 
for  the  sake  of  traffic,  with  the  result 
that  the  coal  mines  today  opened  and  op¬ 
erated  have  a  capacity  largely  in  excess 
of  the  demand  for  consumption  and  of 
the  ability  of  the  railroads  themselves  to 
handle  the  product. 

If  new  mines  were  opened  only  as  the 
ability  of  the  old  mines  to  maintain  an 
output  equal  to  the  consumption  was  ex¬ 
ceeded,  the  miners  would  have  a  full 
year’s  work,  and  in  times  of  depression 
there  would  be  no  incentive  on  the  part 
of  established  operations  to  produce  a 
quantity  of  coal  so  greatly  in  excess  of 
the  demand  as  to  force  the  price  down 
to  an  unprofitable  level  to  the  detriment 
of  themselves  and  of  all  other  persons 
owning  any  interest  in  coal  mines  or 
properties.  There  has  never  been  an  at¬ 
tempt  at  the  intelligent  control  of  our 
coal  resources  or  the  maintenance  of  coal 
reserves.  Like  our  other  natural  re¬ 
sources,  our  coal  mines  have  been 
opened  wastefully,  operated  wastefully 
and  the  product  sold  wastefully. 
The  enormous  area  of  our  coal  lands 
has  always  offered  a  market  for 
the  purchase  of  coal  property  at  a  low 
price,  for  the  development  of  mines,  and 
the  growth  of  the  business  of  our  coun¬ 
try  has  seemed  to  offer  always  a  market 
and  a  profit.  * 


PRODUCTION  AND  CONSUMPTION  OF 
BITUMINOUS  COAL  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

ACTUAL. 


Production,  Consumption, 
Gross  Tons.  Gross  Tons. 

1880 .  38,242,641  38,491,825 

1885 .  65,021,715  65,106,711 

1*90 .  99,377,073  98,916,114 

1895 .  120,641,244  119,641,284 

1900 .  189,567,958  185,215,307 

1905 .  281,481,688  276,133,425 

ESTIMATED. 

1910 .  365,122,000  354,989,000 

1915 .  480,664,000  464,114,000 

1920 .  606,017,000  580,304,000 

1025 .  736,088,000  698,203,000 

1930 .  866,352,000  812,638,000 

1935 .  995,885,000  922,827,000 

1940 . 1,120,594,000  1,024,714,000 

1945 . 1,240,067,000  1,118,062,000 

1950 . 1,355,849,000  1,204,526,000 


While  the  estimated  tonnage  given  for 
the  several  years  may,  when  that  partic¬ 
ular  year  arrives,  be  either  too  high  or 
too  low,  these  figures  do  show  the  tend¬ 
ency  of  the  movement  and,  it  is  believed, 
will  be  not  far  from  the  average  which 
the  coming  years  will  show,  and  are  to 
that  extend  a  guide  to  the  future  which 
should  not  only  inspire  confidence  but 
should  be  a  convincing  argument  against 
willful  waste  of  overproduction.  Every 
ton  of  coal  in  the  United  States  will  be 
required  to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of 
our  industries  and  to  supply  those  coun¬ 
tries  which  now  do,  and  others  which 
must  in  the  future,  depend  upon  us  for 
their  supply  of  fuel. 

The  ability  to  produce  this  coal  de¬ 
pends  upon  labor.  To  transport  it,  upon 
the  railroads.  At  the  present  time  nei¬ 
ther  is  adequate  to  perform  the  service 
required.  Where  in  1905  there  were  em¬ 
ployed  626,174  men  and  boys  in  the  mines, 
there  would  be  required  in  1915,  only 
seven  years  distant,  some  1,394,564  men 
and  boys,  unless  some  mining  machinery 
of  a  heretofore  unknown  efficiency  is  in¬ 
vented.  If  it  is  assumed  that  the  average 
car  of  coal  carries  forty  tons  and  makes 
twenty  round  trips  per  year,  then  438,526 
coal  cars  were  required  in  1905  and 
1,025,415  such  cars  will  be  needed  to 
transport  the  tonnage  in  1915. 


New  Incorporations. 

John  Miner  of  Detroit  and  T.  E. 
Greene  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  have  filed 
articles  of  incorporation  for  the  Mon¬ 
arch  Coal  Company,  Detroit,  Mich., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000. 

The  Carroll  &  Franklin  Counties 
Coal  Company  has  been  incorporated 
with  offices  at  Rockford,  Ill.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  incor- 
portors  of  the  company  are  C.  A. 
Beck,  P.  H.  Sinnamon  and  Eugene 
Stevens. 

The  Fullerton  Grain,  Coal  &  Mer¬ 
chandise  Company  has  been  organized 
at  Farmer  City,  Ill.,  for  the  purpose 
of  mining  coal  and  handling  grain 
and  merchandise.  The  incorporators 
of  the  new  company  are  George  A. 
Winslow,  I.  C.  Laflerty  and  Fred 
Wilson. 

The  Atlanta  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  & 
Mining  Company,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  has 
been  incorporated  and  has  taken  over 
the  properties  of  the  Shull-Moran 
Coal  Company,  the  Francis-Kelly  Coal 
Company  and  the  Atlanta  Gas  Light 
Company.  William  Clauss,  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  is  the  president  of  the  new 
concern. 

The  Lawson  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
of  Williamson,  W.  Va.,  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
about  three  thousand  acres  of  coal 
land  which  it  owes  near  Williamson, 
that  state.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
company  to  install  a  mining  plant, 
having  an  output  of  350  tons  of  coal 
per  day.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
plant  is  $75,000. 

The  Oklahoma  City  Belt  Line  Rail¬ 
road  Company  has  been  incorporated 
at  Oklahoma  City,  Okla..  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $250,000.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  and  directors  of  the  concern  are 
W.  W.  Bierce,  R.  A.  Vose,  G.  B. 
Stone,  R.  T.  Harriss,  A.  E.  King  and 
A.  E.  Peckham.  The  road  is  to  be 
operated  as  a  coal  carrying  proposi¬ 
tion  and  will  be  improved,  but  to 
what  extent  the  company  does  not 
care  to  say  at  this  time. 


CP  DPU/IUIAM  MINER  and  SHIPPER 

>  O.  DU  fflfl  HU  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE"  "LOPEZ” 

“Back  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  Gas 

“VTtlkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Gallitxln  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


OPAL  DEALERS’ 
SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre» 
donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKED  SCREEN  CO- 


COAL  FOR  SALE 

S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 

CHICACO  TOLEDO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  March  12. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — The  fag-end  of  the 
domestic  season  finds  the  wholesale 
trade  taking  more  interest  in  what 
will  probably  happen  within  the  next 
thirty  or  sixty  days  than  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  condition  of  the  market.  Ship¬ 
pers  are  taking  the  wise  course  of  not 
attempting  to  scare  their  customers 
into  the  belief  that  there  is  going  to 
be  a  strike,  but  are  suggesting  that 
they  take  the  precaution  of  being 
forehanded  on  stocks,  in  case  there 
should  be  a  suspension.  This  is  hav¬ 
ing  some  little  effect  on  the  demand, 
but  orders  on  the  whole  are  very 
slow  and  prices  weak.  March  weather 
is  proving  a  counterpart  of  the  same 
month  a  year  ago,  when  the  delusive 
belief  was  held  by  the  consumer  that 
spring  had  arrived. 

With  a  formal  circular  of  $1.50  still 
supposed  to  be  in  force,  domestic 
lump  is  selling  for  as  low  as  $1.20, 
which  figure  represents  about  the 
limit  to  which  any  producer  is  able 
to  go  and  still  break  even  on  the 
cargo  itself,  not  to  speak  of  fixed  ex¬ 
penses.  The  best  grades  command 
on  an  average  of  about  $1.30,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  shippers  preferring  to  turn 
down  orders,  rather  than  accept  them 
at  a  lower  price. 

Most  all  steam  consumers  are 
stocking  a  little  coal,  but  the  market 
is  not  feeling  the  effect  of  it  in  the 
way  of  either  a  strong  demand  or  bet¬ 
ter  prices.  Manufacturers  are  taking 
a  very  conservative  view  of  the  situa¬ 
tion,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  the 
active  storage  movement  of  two  years 
ago.  The  belief  seems  to  exist  that 
there  will  be  no  strike,  or  that  even 
in  case  of  a  suspension  of  thirty  or 
sixty  days,  there  will  be  no  trouble  in 
getting  coal  from  unorganized  dis 
tricts.  Hocking  mine-run  continues 
to  sell  for  about  90  cents.  Nut,  pea 
and  slack  remains  practically  un¬ 
changed  at  from  65  to  70  cents,  and 
coarse  slack  at  55  cents. 

The  Market  Outlook. 

As  this  season  has  followed  pretty 
much  along  the  lines  of  last  in  the 
matter  of  temperature,  there  is  a 
probability  of  at  least  three  months 
of  coal-consuming  weather  yet  to 
come.  This  will  have  the  effect  of 
cleaning  up  retailers’  stocks  and 
cause  a  fragmentary  demand  upon  the 
shipper,  but  there  is  not  much  to  be 
hoped  for  in  the  way  of  a  profitable 
market.  On  the  whole,  the  trade 
would  rather  see  an  early  spring  for 
the  effect  upon  -  business  in  general. 

It  is  the  generally  accepted  belief 
that  the  coal  business  will  be  dull  and 
prices  low  throughout  the  summer. 
With  the  experience  of  last  winter 
in  mind,  dealers  who  were  loaded  up 
with  $2.00  coal  when  the  wholesale 
price  had  dropped  considerably  below 
that  figure,  will  be  slow  in  taking  on 
stocks.  In  this,  however,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  they  will  be  standing  in  their 
own  light,  as  a  strong  market  is  an¬ 
ticipated  next  fall.  Industrial  condi¬ 
tions  are  expected  to  be  good  again 
by  that  time,  and  this,  coupled  with 
delayed  domestic  orders  will  doubt¬ 
less  send  prices  up  much  higher  than 
those  which  will  prevail  during  the 
summer  months. 

Preparations  are  being  made  by  the 
lake  shippers  of  the  Hocking  valley 
to  begin  the  lake  season  with  a  heavy 
tonnage.  How  long  the  movement 
will  be  kept  up  at  full  capacity  is 


uncertain.  Reports  appear  to  be  con¬ 
tradictory  as  to  the  dock  capacity 
which  will  be  available.  The  largest 
per  cent  of  coal  left  over  from  the 
winter  is  railroad  fuel  and  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  congestion  will  depend  upon 
the  ability  of  the  railroads  to  absorb 
this  surplus. 

Columbus  Retail  Market. 

Prices  are  being  maintained  re¬ 
markably  well,  considering  the  cut¬ 
ting  that  prevails  in  the  wholesale 
trade.  Dealers  are  able  to  realize  a 
long  profit  per  ton,  but  this  is  coun¬ 
terbalanced  by  lack  of  demand.  West 
Virginia  lump  sells  for  $3.50  to  $3.75 
and  Hocking  lump  at  $3.25,  there  be¬ 
ing  little  report  of  deviation  from 
these  figures.  Hocking  nut  commands 
$3.00.  Yard  prices  to  small  dealers 
and  peddlers  average  $2.50.  Smithing 
coal  is  held  at  $4.00. 

These  winter  prices  will  doubtless 
prevail  until  after  the  miners  go  to 
work  under  the  new  scale.  After 
this  matter  is  settled  a  summer  sched¬ 
ule  of  from  25  to  50  cents  below  pres¬ 
ent  quotations  will  be  established. 
Hauling  has  been  less  expensive  this 
season  than  last  and  help  has  been 
plenty,  at  reduced  prices.  Collections 
are  dull,  owing  to  the  necessity  of 
dealers  carrying  old  customers  whose 
incomes  have  been  cut  down  by  short 
hours  in  shops  and  factories.  The 
larger  dealers  are  getting  bins  in 
preparation  for  the  early  storing  of 
anthracite,  so  as  to  take  advantage  of 
low  prices.  On  the  whole,  the  retail¬ 
ers  have  had  a  rather  unprofitable 
season,  except  during  the  storing 
months  of  early  fall,  but  have  suffered 
no  ruinous  competition  for  business 
among  themselves. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

W.  O.  Rush,  retail  dealer  of  La 
Rue,  Ohio,  was  one  of  the  week’s 
visitors. 

P.  J.  Briggs,  of  the  firm  of  Briggs 
&  Barrier,  retail  dealers,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  to  West  Virginia,  where 
he  visited  the  Iron  Mountain  splint 
mines,  whose  product  is  handled  in 
Columbus  by  his  firm. 

R.  H.  Kissinger,  E.  C.  Kissinger, 
E.  R.  Kissinger,  John  H.  Santee  and 
John  W.  Sidler  are  incorporators  of 
the  City  Coal  &  Cement  Company,  of 
Columbus,  papers  for  which  were 
filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
Wednesday.  A  retail  coal  and  build¬ 
ers’  supply  business  will  be  conducted 
at  Goodale  and  Kerr  streets.  The 
capital  stock  is  $10,000. 

C.  L.  Poston,  of  Athens,  one  of  the 
leading  coal  men  of  the  Hocking  val¬ 
ley  and  a  director  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company,  was  in  Columbus 
last  week.  In  an  interview  Mr.  Pos¬ 
ton  took  and  optimistic  view  of  in¬ 
dustrial  conditions  and  expressed  the 
belief  that  there  would  be  consider¬ 
able  new  development  in  the  valley 
during  the  coming  season. 

The  Alum  Creek  Coal  &  Building 
Material  Company  has  acquired  the 
retail  coal  yards  formerly  operated 
by  Mrs.  M.  C.  Haviland,  the  city’s 
only  woman  coal  dealer.  This  is 
one  of  the  best  suburban  locations  in 
Columbus,  being  situated  at  East 
Main  street  and  the  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  tracks.  Mrs.  Haviland  who  has 
been  in  business  at  this  point  for  a 
number  of  years,  will  retire  from  the 
coal  trade. 


Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


liability  for  Injury  Where  Independ¬ 
ent  Contractor  is  Employed. — The  gen¬ 
eral  rule  is  that  the  employer  cannot  be 
held  responsible  for  the  negligence  of  an 
independent  contractor.  The  party  injured 
must  look  to  the  person  whose  actual 
negligence  caused  the  injury.  There  are, 
however,  numerous  well-established  ex¬ 
ceptions  to  the  general  rule.  One  of 
these,  the  supreme  court  of  Kansas  says 
(St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco  Railroad 
Company  vs.  Madden,  93  Pacific  Re¬ 
porter,  586),  is  stated  to  be  that,  where 
the  employer  retains  the  right  to  exer¬ 
cise  authority  as  to  the  manner  and 
method  in  which  the  work  shall  be  per¬ 
formed,  he  will  be  held  liable  for  in¬ 
juries  to  third  parties  the  same  as 
though  the  relation  of  master  and 
servant  existed  between  him  and  the 
contractor.  With  respect  to  this  ex¬ 
ception,  the  test  most  usually  applied  is 
not  whether  the  owner  actually  exer¬ 
cised  control  over  the  work,  but  did 
he  have  the  right  to  exercise  direc¬ 
tion  or  control?  Of  course,  the  fact 
that  the  owner  exercised  control  over 
the  work  during  its  performance 
would  furnish  some  ground  for  the 
inference  that  he  had  reserved  the 
right  to  do  so  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract  itself.  It  is  also  apparent  that 
in  a  case  where  the  injuries  resulted  di¬ 
rectly  from  his  interference  it  would 
make  no  difference  whether  or  not  the 
relation  of  master  ana  servant  existed, 
because,  under  such  circumstances,  he 
would  be  regarded  as  the  principal 
wrong-doer.  On  precisely  the  same 
principles  rests  the  exception  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  rule  that  where  the  injury  is  caused 
by  defective  construction  inherent  in 
the  original  plan  of  the  employer,  or 
where  defective  plans  and  specifications 
for  the  work  have  been  adopted  by  the 
employer,  the  latter  is  liable.  Again 
where  the  work  to  be  done  is  in  its 
nature  dangerous  to  others,  however 
carefully  performed,  the  employer  will 
be  held  liable ;  because  it  is  incumbent 
upon  him  to  foresee  such  danger,  and 
to  take  precautions  against  it.  Nor  is  a 
person  permitted  to  escape  liability  for 
his  failure  to  perform  a  duty  imposed 
upon  him  by  law. 


No  Guarantee  to  Transport  Shipments 
in  Schedule  Time. — The  agents  of  a  rail¬ 
road  company  stated  to  an  owner  of 
perishable  goods  that  the  company 
bad  a  schedule  for  one  of  its  trains 
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Our  Leader: — "Manhattan" 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


between  Savannah  and  New  York 
of  forty-three  hours,  and  expected  to 
maintain  the  schedule,  and  that  every¬ 
thing  possible  would  be  done  to  main¬ 
tain  it,  and  such  owner,  acting  on 
the  belief  induced  by  sucb  statements 
that  such  train  would  reach  destination 
in  forty-three  hours,  made  shipments  of 
such  goods  thereby  from  Savannah  to 
New  York.  The  supreme  court  of 
Georgia  holds  (Atlantic  Coast  Line  Rail¬ 
road  Company  vs.  Wells,  60  Northeast¬ 
ern  Reporter,  170)  that  a  special  con¬ 
tract  to  transport  the  shipment  in  forty- 
three  hours  was  not  made  by  the  car¬ 
rier.  It  says  that  the  statement  by  the 
company  that  it  had  a  schedule  of  forty- 
three  hours  certainly  would  not  involve 
a  guarantee  that  this  time  would  be 
made.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  it  is 
customary  for  railroad  companies  to  em¬ 
ploy  schedules  in  connection  with  the 
operation  of  their  trains,  but  the  state¬ 
ment  of  what  the  schedule  of  a  partic¬ 
ular  train  is  does  not  involve  a  promise 
to  maintain  it  other  than  to  use  the 
diligence  required  by  the  law  to  do  so. 
The  fact  that  the  company’s  agents 
stated  to  the  shipper  that  they  “ex¬ 
pected”  to  maintain  the  schedule  cer¬ 
tainly  could  not  mean  that  they  guar¬ 
anteed  to  maintain  it.  A  statement  made 
by  one  person  to  another  that  he  ex¬ 
pects  to  do  a  certain  act  is  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  thing  from  making  an  absolute 
promise  or  guarantee  that  he  will  per¬ 
form  such  act.  To  expect  to  do  a  thing 
simply  means  to  look  forward  to  doing 
it  with  the  anticipation,  or  belief,  of 
its  accomplishments.  The  giving  of  in¬ 
formation  by  a  railroad  company  to  a 
shipper  as  to  what  is  the  schedule  of  a 
particular  train,  with  the  statement  that 
the  company  expects  to  maintain  such 
schedule,  is  not  the  making  of  any  prom¬ 
ise  other  than  to  perform  the  duty  with 
respect  to  such  schedule  which  the  law 
already  imposes.  Nor  did  the  statement 
that  tbe  company  would  do  everything 
possible  to  maintain  the  schedule  in¬ 
volve  a  guarantee  of  its  maintenance. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Office,  i 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManljal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVeanish,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 


Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 


29 


;No.  ii] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Index  to  Advertisers. 

i 


Directory  of  Mine  Operator!  and  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Advcr* 
tisements  appear  In  this 
Jearnal. 


34 


CONNECTICUT. 

dew  Haven—  pace 

Dickson  &  Eddy . . . 37 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake.  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg... 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg.. 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg.. 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 

Eld  ridge  Coal  Co.,  216  Dearborn  St . 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....... 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg... 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg . • . . 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  856  Dearborn 

St.  . 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg. 

Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . . . 

Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg . •  • . 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg . . . 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg. 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . . . 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg . 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg. 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg... 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  216  Dearborn  St. 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg... 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  356  Dearborn  St. . . 
Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.... 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. 
Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  * 

Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  St., 

Chicago  .  7 

’eoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

lavonport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  * 

Irazil —  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  2 

KENTUCKY. 

.oulsville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke..  32 

LOUISIANA. 

lew  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  30 

MARYLAND. 

laltlmore— 

r  Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg . ' .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg . 32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  0 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
'!  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

loston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  3 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

SL  .  34 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  46  Kilby  St . 37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  32 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  36  Con¬ 
gress  St  .  35 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St . 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

141  Milk  St .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  88 

Whitney  fk  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

'etroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

„  Bldg . 86 

Jewett,  Bigelow  A  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  S2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  S 

Sundsv  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

scan  aba, — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA 

i  uluth — 

|  North  Western  Fuel  Co .  38 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  80 

[inneapolla — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

D„  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex- 
1  change  .  36 


PAGE 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  33 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  5 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg .  33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  30 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  TOBK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  32 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  34 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway  .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  30 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  bldg .  35 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway...... 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co....  6 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

143  Liberty  St .  4 

Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  6 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  88 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York . 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  37 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 

Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  &  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  34 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library .  35 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  32 

Howard  Colliery  Co . 5 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  30 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  35 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  32 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  36 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  0 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  86 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  88 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 

K.  &  O.  Fuel  Co .  86 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  83 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  88 

Sunday  Creek  Co . . .  8 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  1! 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo— 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  87 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  82 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 


FAOB 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

F  hiladelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia . 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg . 39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg . 39 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

E  rie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co. ...  82 

Nicoll,  B.,  &  Co.,  232  6th  Ave . 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 
Fittstou — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  87 

Phillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  39 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Reading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA 
Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons,  C.  4  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg . 37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co . 37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg.  . .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 36 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg . 37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke— 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

charleston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  36 

Hr^heston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  89 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co. 

Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 

DISTRICT  OY  COLUMBIA 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  at.  88 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  1! 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co..  20  King  SL.  E .  *7 

London —  ENGLAND.  fags 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  68  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  4  Co.,  4  Fencburch  Ave....  10 


New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fencburch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co. .  7 

CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  45 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa  .  34 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  3s 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  35 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y. .  30 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jetfrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

The  Haywood  Co.,  New  York . 38 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

The  Haywood  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  45 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Olho .  48 

Cars  (Mins  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill...  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mlg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  35 
PtiiUips  Mine  ili  Mill  bupply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  34 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  38 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . '. . .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago... 
Coai  i/iming  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  32 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Mead-Morrison  Mtg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago. . 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  43 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  47 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  44 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  4* 

Crossings  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 36 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  48 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  44 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus.  Ohio .  43 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  46 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago . 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

_  .nes  (Hoisting  and  Hauling), 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  30 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  44 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . *. . .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  32 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  30 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio . .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  48 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 

Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  han  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa...  44 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  44 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
(Continued  on  Page  32.) 


30 


[March  14 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllliiillll  il:|i!|!i.4.iiiiih::iii!i;:-'!iii;  im!- ~:|,|j||  ||iii||il!||liliiiiiiiiiiiii||| 

tttMIKM  M 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20  per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED— To  buy,  one  150-K.W. 

generator,  250  volts,  with  engine  di- 
dectly  connected.  Christian  County 
Coal  Company,  Taylorville,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 

WANTED — Situation  by  machinist. 

Sixteen  years’  experience  with  steam, 
electric  and  coal  mining  machinery. 
Address  Box  67,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 

stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 

FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago _ _ 

POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  —  Two 

years’  experience  as  yard  clerk  with 
large  company.  Best  of  references. 
Address  Box  66,  care  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  mine  man¬ 
ager  or  mining  engineer;  age  28;  16 
years  in  mines;  3  years  as  mine  man¬ 
ager,  etc.,  Illinois;  certificate,  I.  C.  S. 
diploma.  Box  65,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond.  _ 

POSITION  WANTED  — Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond _ 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  far 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

FOR  SALE — Good  retail  coal  yard, 

with  a  30-ton  ice  and  cold  storage 
plant  connected;  all  under  one  man¬ 
agement  in  an  Ohio  town  of  12,000  to 
15,000  population;  scarcely  no  compe¬ 
tition.  Price  and  terms  can  be  made 
satisfactory  to  the  right  party;  noth¬ 
ing  but  men  who  mean  business  need 
apply.  Address  W.  M.,  905  W.  High 
street,  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE — 1,100  acres  Sewickley 

coal,  only  $50  per  acre.  This  tract  is 
on  railroad  in  West  Virginia  and  the 
same  vein  is  being  successfully  mined 
within  one-fourth  mile  of  this  land. 
Speak  quickly  for  this  bargain.  We 
sell  coal  lands  and  mines  on  commis¬ 
sion.  Correspondence  solicited.  Fi¬ 
delity  Realty  Syndicate,  Baltimore, 
Md. 


BOOKKEEPER  and  Accountant 

desires  position  with  coal  firm.  Would 
invest.  References.  Address  Box  68, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Ill.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE — 6,000  acres  of  coal  and 

timber  land  in  Pike  county,  Ky.,  on 
the  C.  &  O.  railroad,  4,500  feet  of 
timber  per  acre,  4  seams  of  coal,  av¬ 
erage  5  feet.  Price,  $50  per  acre.  Wm. 
Durham,  1002  First  National  Bank, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE — 60,000  acres  of  coal 

and  timber  lands  in  Perry,  Knott  and 
Leslie  counties,  Ky.,  4,000  ft.  timber 
per  acre,  3  to  5  seams  coal.  Titles 
good,  $9  per  acre.  Wm.  Durham, 
1002  First  National  Bank,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio, _ 

WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE  —  257  acres  fine  coal 

land  on  Western  Maryland  railroad 
containing  Kittanning  and  all  other 
coal  up  to  big  vein,  controlling  front¬ 
age  of  about  4,000  acres  of  Kittanning 
and  Freeport  coal.  Very  desirable. 
Output  300  tons  daily.  Capacity  400. 
Electric  plant  comprising  two  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  electric  haulage  motors 
and  two  mining  machines,  one  125 
h.  p.  Erie  engine  and  boiler,  one  62 
k.  w.  Milwaukee  generators.  Address 
Herald,  Piedmont,  W.  Va. 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

-  AND 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  ^  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Mona-dnock  Bldg. 
HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  USINC - 

BUDA 

STANDARD 

SCALES 

The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  fully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  acd 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &,  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway,  New  York 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  A  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 
TO  ADVERTISERS 


THREE  COMBINATION  BRIDGE  TRAMWAYS 
AND  FAST  PLANTS 


Designed  and  built  for  the 

Milwaukee  Gas  Light  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


The  Brown  Hoisting  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers,  Designers  and  Manufacturers  of 
HOISTING  MACHINERY  of  all  descriptions 

Main  Office  and  Works,  Cleveland,  0.  Branch  Offices,  New  York  &  Pittsburg 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 

for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


SPEAKING  OF  TRADE  JOURNAL  ADVERTISING 

it  is  strange,  but  nevertheless  a  fact,  that  too  many  full  page  firms  are  apt  to  use  an  eighth  page  space.  It  is  hardly  consistent  for 
a  big,  wealthy,  successful  firm  to  make  their  bow  to  the  trade  through  the  medium  of  an  old  fashioned,  small  sized,  carelessly  con¬ 
structed,  card-like  advertisement,  which  is  not  half  big  enough  to  credibly  represent  the  business.  A  two-million  dollar  corpora¬ 
tion  with  a  $2.00  ad.  is  short-sighted  economy  on  the  part  of  the  advertiser. 


At  what  others  say.  If  we  had  to 
sell  their  coals  we’d  probably  feel 
about  the  way  they  do,  but  when 
anybody  tells  you  they’ve  got  just 
as  good  coals  as  our 

WINIFREDE  SPLINT 

- and - 

DIANA  HOCKING 

Take  it  with  a  grain  of  salt.  The 
very  fact  that  they  admit  that  theirs 
are  "Just  as  Good”  as  ours  proves 
they  ain’t,  and  a  trial  will  prove  it. 
Dealers  who  KNOW,  say  Wini- 
frede  Splint  and  Diana  Hocking 
are  the  two  most  economical  and 
most  profitable  soft  coals  on  the 
market.  So  will  you  say  so,  too, 
once  you  get  acquainted  with  them. 

HOSTLER 
COAL  &  COKE  CO. 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
InterneLfioneil  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &  Wire  Co. 

ChicaLgo  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co. 

Inland  Steel  Co. 

Armour  &  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
•“Sample”  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very- 
little  value  to  an  advertiser..  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  “complimen¬ 
tary"  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  was  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

42  Broadway.  1150-55  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  st. 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  G1BO.  A.  McILROT 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

8ole  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 

Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway,  NE)W  YORK 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 

4 _ <— 
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MINE  RAILS 

RAILS 

12  *  16  ■  20  LB. 

NEW  RELAYING 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.L0UISRAIL&  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

M.  K.  FRANK 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

PITTSBURGH 

JA  m  m  FOR  SALE.  CHOICE 

RAH  RE-LAYING 

tt  AWA  ■  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

™  ™  (and  other  weights).  Alsonewl2lb, 

16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  you  want  and  where  you 
want  them  deliveied.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 
@“We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS 

FQR  SACK 

A  LINK  BELT  BUCKET  CONVEYOR 

about  200  feet  long,  including  wheels  and 
shafting,  also  a  fine  28  H.  P.  Fairbanks  & 
Moisegasoline  engine.  The  above  has  been 
very  little  used  and  is  offered  for  sale  on 
account  of  altering  and  enlarging  our  yard. 
This  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  dealers  who 
contemplate  makinganupto  date  small  yard. 

!  WM.  H.  JAMES  £  BRO..  5821  Halsted  St..  Chicago 

FOR  SAIvE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  in.  gauge,  IK  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  III. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN,  Quincy.  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

AIR  COMPRESSOR.  Made  by  the  In- 
gersoll-Rand  Co.  Size  class  A,  22x24  in. 
Capable  running  12  machines.  Two  Air 
Receivers.  Eight  Punching  Machines. 

In  actual  use  about  one  year.  Will  sell 
complete  $2,500  cash.  Plant  in  operation. 
The  South  Massillon  Coal  Co. 
Massillon,  Ohio 

If  you  are  in  the  market 
for  Mine  Equipments,  it 
will  pay  you  to  consult 
The  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE 

Two  150  K.  W.  250  volt  Goodman  Gener¬ 
ators  with  19x18  Ridgway  Engines,  on 
sub-bases.  Generators  have  new  commu¬ 
tators  and  rcinsulated  windings.  Engines 
new  cylinders  complete  and  new  bearings. 
Immediate  shipment. 

1208  Park  Building,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

THE  OHIO  RAIL  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of 

LIGHT  STEEL  RAILS 

12,  16,  20,  25,  30,  35  and  40  lb. 

Also  Joints  and  Spikes. 

Mills  at  Sales  office, 

Newark,  O.  Park  Bldg.,  Pittsburg 

t 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 


=  = 
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For  Sale 


Two  Steam  Mine 
Pumps,  in  good 
conditio  n  —  one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 


W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

STEEL 

RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 


Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADINC  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARCE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT.  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BtDC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  f  NO  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-80-35  40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schoathal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  (The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  )  Mills,  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


YOUCH  STEAM  PUMPS 


. . .  -MANUFACTURED  - 

BOYTS,  PORTER  &  COMPANY 

CONNELSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  S.  A. 

MINE 
PUMPS 
TANK 
PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 
PUMPS 

COMPOUND 
PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 

Size:  24xl2x36-inch  Mine  Pump. 

12-inch  Suction,  10-inch  Discharge. 


Electrical 
Power  Pumpa 


Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pnmpa 


Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pnmpa 


with 

Pot  Valve 


Water  Chamber 


Size:  8-inch  Plungers,  10-inch  Stroke,  8-inch  Suction,  6-inch  Discharge, 
20  H.  P.  Westingbouse  Motor. 


Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumpa  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valvea.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
1  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


Heavy  and  Light 
Pressure  Pumpa 


Index  to  Advertisers. 
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Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.  .  33 
Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 


Weigh  Baskets. 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  38 

Whesls. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Sta.,  Pa . 46 

Wari  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co..  Barnea- 

ville,  Ohio  . .  •  38 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 

Wire  Rope. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa . 47 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,' Supply  Co .  32 
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3,000-ton  pocket  erected  for  Baltimore  Storage  and  Distributing  Co., 
Baltimore,  Md.  Machinery  has  capacity 
of  75  tons  per  hour. 


WHAT 


2 1  c  a  ton  means  to  the  Retail 
Coal  Dealer  in  a  year  is  ex¬ 
plained  in  a  special  booklet  on 


LINK-BELT  COAL  POCKET  EQUIPMENTS 


Write  to 


Link-Belt 

Company 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  INDIANAPOLIS 


NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 

SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 

DENVER 

Lindroth,  Shubart  &  Co. 


ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 

NEW  OREEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


The  Coal  Dealers’ 

Blue  Book 

Contains  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 

Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 

Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 

Coal  ana  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

Por  Details  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN 

COMPANY 

Pennsylvania  Building 

324  Dearborn  Street 

PHILADELPHIA 

CHICAGO 

BUSINESS  AID 


gives  in  a  nutshell  business  world 
news  and  views,  points  or  methods,  things  different  editors  are 
saying,  new  ideas  from  business  conventions,  business  law  news  for 
store  and  office,  business  law  answers,  etc.  It’s  a  unique  Business 
Magazine  you  want.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  Address 
“Business  Aid,”  112  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


New  Points 


will  keep  you  posted  on  {new 
points  being  laid  down  in  costly 
litigation  which  may  be  worth  a 
Magazine  good  deal  to  know.  It  covers 

112  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL,  accounts,  contracts,  agency,  part¬ 

nership,  patents,  sales,  etc.  Try  it  a  year  for  25c;  4  months  10c.  It’s  a 
helper,  trouble  saver. 


Cincinnati  THE  c<  c<  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


CHICAGO 

OldColonyBldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 


Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 

GENERAL  OFFICE: 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Bastern  Sales  Agt. 


American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld'g. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS  President  No.  1  Broadway 
New  Yo  k 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


(( 


R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


99 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  — DOMESTIC  — PUREST 

Absolutely  On*  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.ra.tion 

From  the  model  mines  oi  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Hslden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

Ail  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  (,  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  ol  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES: 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORGUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway.  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY,  1123 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DBS  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 

represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co., 


PITTSBURG 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Work*  Equipment. 


Phillips 
Patent 
Automatic 
Cross-Over 

4  2  Springs  on  Horns  Protect  Cars. 

SCREENINQ  PLANTS  COMPLETE — Screen.,  Serein  B.ri,  Chute.,  Mine  Car.,  .11  .lyba.  We  make  Ih*  .nty  .Imp),  and  ancenssful  patent  waala  packet  Ca  r  Wheal  an  (ha  Market,  Let  ns  submit  plans  and  aatlmalea. 


The  Simplest  and 
strongest  Tip 
made.  Guaran¬ 
teed  not  to  get  out 
of  order.  Capacity 
unlimited. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U. 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - - Branch  Offices: - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, V A.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAGEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam.  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mines  on  Ca.bin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  RarilweLy. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIR.ST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 


OTTUMWA  £22  «£  LOADERS 


LOAD 

COAL 

ANTHRACITE 

BITUMINOUS 


ROCK 

PHOSPHATES 

ORES 

SULPHATES 
ALL  BULK 
MATERIALS 


LOADER  USED  BY  LEHIGH  VALLEY  COAL  CO.,  WYOMIMG.N.Y. 


PORTABLE 

AND 

STATIONARY 

ROCKING 

CRADLE 


EITHER 

STEAM 

OR 

ELECTRIC 


—  We  Manufacture  STEVENS-  CENTRIFUGAL  MINE  FAN 

OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

Main  Office  and  Factory  BRANCHES 

rtTTITMlir  .  _  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Building.  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent 

Cl  1  il/rlWA,  IOWA  HOUSTON,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  &  Son,  Sales  Agents 
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REGISTERED 


“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen'l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 

HOWE  RETAIL  COAL  POCKETS 

MODERN  METHODS— LARGER  PROFITS 


Cut  above  illustrates  the  largest  retail  coal  pocket  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  located  at 
St  Louis,  Mo.  This  plant  has  2,500  tons  capacity  and  every  pound  of  coal  is  handled  mechan¬ 
ically  at  the  rate  of  75  tons  per  hour,  from  cars  to  wagons  at  a  cost  of  $4.50  per  day  for  labor. 
Ask  for  Booklet  8-B— Engineering  and  Machinery  Dept. 

HOWE  SCALE  COMPANY  OF  ILLINOIS 

I3I5  1325  WABASH  AVE„  CHICAGO 


Going  to  Buy  or  Sell  a  Coal  Yard? 

Tell  your  desires  through  our  Wanted  and  For  Sale  Department. 

•It’s  the  easiest  way  to  get  in  communication  with  people.  The 
rate  is  4  cents  per  word. 


D 

ickso 

Scrantor 

n&E< 

Coal  Co.’s 

Jdy 

f 

< 

«! 

0 

Q 

Dickson.  CEL  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS.  j 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 

OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 

UTICA,  NEW  YORK 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 
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JEFFREY 

Coal  Handling  Machinery 

is  Efficient,  Economical,  Dependable 

We  build 

Complete  Coal  Mine  and  Tipple  Equipments 

Including  Electric  Coal  Cutting,  Drilling  and  Haulage  Machinery,  Ventilating  Fans,  Pumps,  Hoists, 
Cages,  Screens,  Crushers,  Pulverizers,  Car  Hauls,  Picking  Tables,  Coal  Washeries,  Larries, 
Tipples,  Rescreening  Plants,  etc.  ELEVATING  AND  CONVEYING  MACHINERY  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

THE  JEFFREY  MFC.  CO. 


COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


New  York 


Chicago  Boston 
Knoxville 


Pittsburg  Denver  Charleston  W.  Va. 

St.  Louis  Montreal 


Jeffrey  large  capacity  Elevators  and  “Century”  Rubber  Belt  Conveyers. 


TRADE  MARK  REQISTBRKB 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Oar  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKBBBSS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almoit  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Ceal  Branch  Offices 


1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  V. 
Citizens*  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  •street.  Boston.  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

T.rry  Building,  Roanoke.  V.. 

European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  & 

PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


CENERAL  OFFICES 

■  BUILDING  CHICAGO 


THK  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres.  M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr.  WM.  BURLINOHAM,  Western  Mgr. 

71  Broadway,  New  York  Richmond,  Va.  Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


TRADE  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tlde=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


I 


William  Marmet,  Pre*t.  Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest.  Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 

THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 


Sole  Miners  sod 
Shippers  of 


MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gsouine  Cedar  Grove) 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Mwrrtina  Twt  tutor  DtA! 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 


■ 


Sure  as  the  liver  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 


The  Hayward  Company,  97  Cedar  st.,  New  York 


k  JONG  OISTANCE  TELEPHONI  CALL  P.0.  BOX  1962 

i  PECTOR  6820 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
OQ  Alv 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATER  SALES  AGEXT8 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  i 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 

- - - J 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  p  A  A  I 
Bituminous  v VAv 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The- Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE8T  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Mention  Tn  Black  Dia von* 
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Storage  Piles  Threatened  by  Tax  Ruling. 


Assessors  in  New  Jersey  Are  Contending  That  Coal  in  Storage  Is  Assessable  in  the  Locality  Where  Stored — This  Opin¬ 
ion  Is  Confirmed  by  the  Lower  Courts,  Who  Say  That  Stocks  to  Claim  Exemption  Under  the  Transportation 
Clause,  Must  Show  a  Continuous  Movement — How  the  Big  Companies  of  the  East  Keep  on  Hand  a  Supply  to 


Guard  Against  an  Emergency. 

New  York,  March  19. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  anthracite  companies  are  figuring 
on  what  will  be  the  result  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  decision  handed  down  last  week  by  the  New 
Jersey  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  holding  that 
the  storage  piles  of  coal  of  the  various  com¬ 
panies  held  at  points  in  the  state  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  are  subject  to  local  taxation.  The  case  will 
be  appealed  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 


was  merely  an  incident  of  interstate  trans¬ 
portation  from  the  mines  to  tidewater,  hence, 
it  was  alleged,  the  coal  came  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  commerce  clause  of  the  Federal 
constitution,  and  was  not  taxable  locally. 

The  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Errors  held :  First, 
that  the  coal,  stored  as  described,  acquires  a 
situs  in  New  Jersey,  and  therefore  becomes  sub¬ 
ject,  to  taxation;  second,  that  to  claim  pro¬ 


worth  of  property  subject  to  a  state  tax. 

Some  of  the  companies  have  large  storage  piles 
of  coal  at  some  of  the  tidewater  ports,  like  Perth 
Amboy,  N.  J.,  for  instance.  It  is  not  believed 
that  the  assessors  of  these  tidewater  ports  would 
place  an  assessment  on  these  piles,  however, 
as  these  towns  are  so  largely  dependent  on  the 
roads  as  a  permanently  needed  source  of  reve¬ 
nue  to  the  townspeople  would  hardly  consent 


1  * 

» *  i 

A  Modern  Anthracite  Storage  Plant. 

This  plant  erected  in  1892  by  the  Dodge  Coal  Storage  Company  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  at  South  Amboy,  as  an  extension  of  the  100,000  ton  plant  built  three 
years  earlier,  is  in  excellent  condition  and  active  service.  It  is  located  on  a  curve  and  consists  of  six  15,000-ton  piles  with  three  reloaders.  The  view,  taken  from  the  top  of  one 
of  the  piles,  shows  clearly  the  relative  positions  of  trimming  and  reloading  machines.  The  service  tracks  at  this  plant  are  graded  for  drilling  cars  by  gravity.  Power  is  supplied  by 
three  engines,  and  boilers  located  in  close  proximity  to  the  reloader  towers. 


and  it  is  believed  that  the  decision  of  the  New 
Jersey  courts  will  be  reversed. 

The  contest  in  the  Jersey  courts  was  between 
the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company  and 
the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Junction,  twenty 
miles  over  the  border  from  Pennsylvania,  where 
the  assessors  sought  to  tax,  for  local  purposes, 
100,000  tons  of  coal  in  storage.  It  was  a  test 
case  for  the  other  coal  companies,  and  was 
taken  up  on  certiorari  proceedings.  In  the  trial, 
President  Baer  of  the  Reading  was  a  witness. 
He  sought  io  establish  that  the  coal  stored  at 
Junction  was  in  transit,  and  that  the  storage 


tection,  under  the  commerce  clause  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  constitution,  there  must  be  a  continuous 
movement. 

The  imposition  of  a  local  tax  on  top  of  the 
tax  the  companies  have  to  pay  on  their  Penn¬ 
sylvania  properties,  would  be  a  great  drawback 
to  the  further  maintenance  of  huge  storage  piles 
in  New  Jersey.  The  taxation,  under  the  opin¬ 
ion.  will  not  be  operative  for  several  months  yet, 
even  if  the  companies  should  not  appeal.  Taxa¬ 
tion  rates  on  personal  property  in  New  Jersey 
vary  in  the  different  localities.  The  average 
rate  is  said  to  be  about  $2.00  on  each  $100.00 


to  any  action  tending  to  antagonize  the  carriers. 

Storage  facilities  have  been  increased  by 
the  anthracite  mining  companies,  within  the 
last  five  or  six  years,  to  such  an  extent  that  a 
prominent  engineer  said  recently  it  was  a 
conservative  estimate  to  put  the  reserve  ca¬ 
pacity  at  10  per  cent  of  the  annual  produc¬ 
tion.  Strikes,  interrupting  production,  were 
largely  responsible  for  the  widespread  and 
rapid  construction  of  plants  where  fuel  can 
now  be  accumulated  against  an  emergency. 

The  object  of  the  companies  is  to  render  the 
coal  supply  so  steady  as  to  prevent  the  sudden 
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fluctuations  in  the  market  which  have  been, 
at  certain  periods,  very  embarrassing  to  the 
entire  public.  A  vast  outlay  of  money  has 
been  made  for  the  up-to-date,  mechanically 
operated  plants  which  have  sprung  up  on  the 
Atlantic  seaboard,  in  ihe  coal  regions,  on  the 
Great  Lakes  and  along  the  lines  of  the  rail¬ 
road.  The  intention  is  to  minimize  the  prob 
ability  of  sudden  coal  famines. 

The  millions  of  dollars  thus  spent  have 
added  millions  of  tons  to  the  total  storage  ca¬ 
pacity.  Though  the  investment  is  one  of  the 
kind  that  in  itself  brings  in  no  return,  it  had 
to  be  made.  The  growing  demand  and  the 
possibility  of  future  interruptions  of  mining 
made  ample  storage  an  absolute  necessity. 

It  is  not  many  years  since  the  storage  of 
anthracite  coal,  compared  with  other  branches 
of  the  industry,  was  regarded  as  comparatively 
unimportant.  Now,  nothing  is  more  essen¬ 
tial  to  a  producing  company  than  to  have  its 
ample  reserve — -a  reserve  which  can  be  drawn 
upon  at  any  moment  for  vast  quantities  of 
fuel  in  case  of  a  strike  or  any  other  untoward 
circumstance.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
marketable  output  of  anthracite  last  year  was 
67,109,393  tons,  the  extent  of  a  ten  per  cent 
reserve  can  be  appreciated. 

New  plants  are  being  built  continually,  in 
order  that  storage  accommodations  may  not 
shrink  as  production  increases. 

Even  as  little  as  ten  years  ago  the  thought 
that  production  would  ever  reach  its  present 
volume  never  occurred  to  the  mining  man.  In 
1898  the  marketable  output  of  anthracite — 
which  does  not  include  the  coal  used  by  che 
companies  and  at  the  mines — was  only  41,- 
899,751  tons.  There  had  been  no  appreciable 
change  from  year  to  year  since  1890.  In  1899 
there  was  a  jump  to  47,000,000  tons,  with  a 
serious  relapse  in  the  year  of  the  big  strike, 
1902,  and  from  then  on  were  recorded  big 
jumps  in  the  amount. 

Interruptions  in  coal  mining  introduced  a 
general  uncertainty.  Labor  troubles,  or  the 
fear  thereof,  had  their  inevitable  effect  upon 
prices.  Neither  the  operator,  nor  the  con¬ 
sumer,  nor  the  mine  laborer  knew  what  was 
going  to  happen  next.  The  supply  of  fuel 
depended  largely  upon  the  daily  output  at  the 
mines.  When  work  stopped  there  the  de¬ 
mand  pressed  so  hard  that  there  was  apt  to 
be  a  scramble  for  coal. 

It  was  in  these  troublous  times  in  the  coal 
trade  that  a  new  impetus  was  given  to  the 
building  and  equipping  of  storage  plants.  Not 
only  were  they  to  provide  against  strikes — it 
was  to  enable  mining  to  go  on  throughout 
the  year,  evenly  and  undisturbed.  The  great 
demand  comes,  of  course,  in  the  winter,  but  if 
storage  accommodations  are  available  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  miners  should  not  work 
just  as  busily  during  the  warm  weather. 

Storage  Is  a  Science. 

Coal  storage  nowadays  is  a  science,  like 
mining  itself.  It  has  its  own  peculiar  condi¬ 
tions,  its  experts,  its  inventions.  No  longer 
is  coal  dumped  from  a  car  by  the  crude,  old 
fashioned  methods,  and  loaded  into  another  car 
in  the  same  crude  way.  Electricity  and  steam 
have  come  into  play  here,  as  nearly  every¬ 
where  else.  The  day’s  work  is  measured  in 
thousands  of  tons,  the  year’s  in  millions. 
Storage  plants  represent  a  large  part  of  the 
capitalization  of  coal  companies.  The  fact 
that  they  bring  no  direct  profit  in  themselves 
can  not  delay  their  construction.  They  are  a 
necessity  of  modern  industry.  The  machinery 
with  which  they  are  equipped,  though  enor¬ 
mously  costly,  is  as  necessary  these  days  as 
the  storage  piles.  If  anthracite  production 
continues  to  increase  as  it  has  increased  in 
past  years,  more  and  more  capital  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  be  put  into  storage  plants,  for  it  is 
fairly  certain  that  the  percentage  of  reserve 
to  total  will  never  be  allowed  to  fall  off. 

As  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  dif¬ 
fer  in  chemical  composition,  and  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  their  mining,  so  they  are  very  different¬ 
ly  stored.  As  a  rule,  bituminous  coal  is  stored 
by  the  consumer  or  by  some  middleman.  An¬ 
thracite,  on  the  other  hand,  has  to  be  stored 
by  the  producing  company.  This  is  due  in 
part  to  the  fluctuation  in  the  demand  for  the 
several  sizes  of  hard  coal.  If  it  were  possible 


to  mine  just  the  sort  of  anthracite  desired 
during  a  given  period,  the  problem  of  storage 
would  be  simplified.  But  the  production  of 
the  various  sizes  is  entirely  independent  of 
the  market;  they  have  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
ground  together,  and  unless  they  can  be  read¬ 
ily  stored  a  healthy  state  of  trade  is  impos¬ 
sible. 

Bituminous  coal  must  be  stored  in  piles  not 
more  than  thirty-five  feet  high,  to  avoid  the 
danger  of  spontaneous  combustion.  Anthra-/ 
cite  can  be  stored  in  much  deeper  piles.  It 
can  be  handled  with  bucket  conveyors  and 
other  similiar  implements,  on  account  of  its 
hardness,  but  it  must  be  so  handled  that  ex¬ 
cessive  breakage  will  not  result.  Every  piece 
of  coal  that  breaks  means  so  much  trans¬ 
ferred  from  a  superior  to  an  inferior  variety. 

Modern  Storage  Plants. 

One  coal  storage  plant  that  illustrates  the 
modern  science  is  that  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Company  at  South  Chicago.  It  has  a 
comfortable  capacity  of  125,000  tons,  but  this 
could  be  stretched  under  necessity.  The  struc¬ 
ture  is  four  times  as  large  as  the  Coliseum  in 
Chicago,  and  larger  than  the  Lake  Shore  pas¬ 
senger  station.  It  is  540  feet  long,  231  feet 
wide  and  seventy-two  feet  high.  This  plant  is 
covered.  In  a  cold  climate  anthracite  freezes 
unless  it  is  protected  from  the  weather.  When 
a  pile  of  coal  freezes  the  feelings  that  it  in¬ 
spires  in  the  man  who  has  to  move  it  are  such 
as  are  hard  to  express  in  polite  language.  A 
God-fearing  foreman  of  an  uncovered  storage 
plant  once  said  to  his  pastor:  “I  never  cuss 
except  when  my  coal  freezes.” 

In  a  moderate  climate  it  may  prove  more 
economical  to  take  chances  on  the  weather — 
the  number  of  days  of  freezing  temperature 
may  be  so  small  that  the  loss  will  not  be 
great.  In  regions  where  it  is  sure  to  be  cold 
several  months  every  year  there  has  to  be  a 
roof.  The  cost  of  the  roof  may  be  high,  and 
it  usually  is,  but  a  roof  there  must  be. 

It  is  a  fact,  perhaps  little  known,  that  New 
York  City  and  some  of  the  vessels  in  its  har¬ 
bor  consume  at  least  one-eighth  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  total  output  of  anthracite  coal.  The ' 
strict  regulations  against  defiling  the  atmos¬ 
phere  with  black  smoke  make  it  impossible  to 
use  bituminous  coal  except  with  smoke-con¬ 
sumers.  The  adoption  of  these  is  not  war¬ 
ranted  from  the  standpoint  of  economy  except 
in  cases  where  the  consumption  of  coal  is 
very  great,  as  in  power  houses  and  factories; 
hence  the  demand  for  the  cleaner  anthracite. 

This  market  in  New  York  means,  of  course, 
that  the  nearby  storage  facilities  must  be  enor¬ 
mous.  The  large  railway  and  coal  mining 
companies  all  have  their  tidewater  plants, 
where  the  coal  is  stored  for  ultimate  delivery 
in  New  York.  The  Philadelphia  and  Reading, 
the  Central  of  New  Jersey,  the  Lehigh  Valley, 
the  Lackawanna,  the  Delaware  and  Hudson — 
all  of  the  so-called  anthracite  coal  roads— 
dump  their  train  loads  of  coal  at  these  plants 
every  day  in  the  year.  Not  only  along  the 
Hudson  river  and  on  the  shores  of  New  York 
bay,  but  down  the  New  Jersey  coast  and  in 
the  suburbs  several  miles  inland,  the  “pockets” 
and  the  conical  uncovered  piles  of  coal  are  to 
be  seen  from  train  windows. 

Taking  in  its  facilities  everywhere,  one  com¬ 
pany,  it  is  estimated,  has  a  storage  capacity  of 
2.000,000  tons.  Four  hundred  and  eighty  thou¬ 
sand  tons  can  be  stored  by  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  at  Abrams,  Pa. 
The  Lehigh  Valley  plant’s  capacity  at  Ransom, 
Pa.,  in  one  continuous  pile,  is  gut  down  at 
383,000  tons.  Three'  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  tons  can  be  kept  at  South  Plainfield, 
N.  J.,  without  the  plant  being  overtaxed.  At 
Abrams  the  tonnage  is  divided  into  eight  huge 
piles,  each  with  a  capacity  of  60,000  tons.  By 
means  of  the  modern  machinery  it  is  possible 
to  stock  14,400  tons  in  a  day  of  ten  hours. 
The  coal  can  be  reloaded  into  cars  at  the  rate 
of  10,000  tons  a  day. 

An  immense  slanting  truss  with  a  chain  con¬ 
veyor,  constituting  what  is  known  as  a  “trim¬ 
mer,”  is  a  conspicuous  feature  of  an  outdoor 
coal  storage  plant.  By  the  conveyor,  coal 
is  delivered,  to  begin  with,  upon  the  ground, 
and  then  at  the  ascending  apex  of  the  pile. 
Gradually  the  mass  of  coal  grows  higher  and 


higher,  forming  a  bulky  cone  against  the  sky 
line.  The  movable  trough  bottom  of  the 
conveyor  makes  it  easy  to  change  the  point 
at  which  the  load  is  emptied.  This  discharge 
point  is  kept  a  little  in  advance  of  the  apex 
of  the  cone,  so  that  a  gentle  fall  is  effected, 
and  breakage  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  In  a 
reloading  conveyor,  often  running  in  a  tunnel 
beneath  the  level  of  the  pile,  the  coal  is  car¬ 
ried  to  the  reloading  tower.  There  it  is 
screened  before  being  chuted  into  the  cars  for 
shipment.  The  mechanism  through  which  the 
coal  is  sent  into  the  reloading  conveyor  is 
capable  of  reaching  any  part  of  the  entire 
storage  area.  The  “box-car  loader”  at  Ran¬ 
som  has  a  capacity  of  twelve  cars  an  hour. 
The  machine  consists  of  an  oscillating  cradle. 
When  the  car  is  on  the  cradle  the  axis  of  ro¬ 
tation  is  straight  through  the  middle  of  the 
side  doors.  The  door  openings  are  bulkheaded 
to  a  height  of  three  feet,  and  the  loading  be¬ 
gins.  As  the  coal  streams  in  the  cradle  lets 
one  end  of  the  car  down,  filling  that  end,  and 
then  lets  the  other  end  down  to  be  filled  in 
its  turn.  It  would  seem  that  the  coal  would 
fall  back  when  the  loaded  end  is  tilted  up;  but 
it  does  not,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  sharper 
angle  is  required  to  start  coal  fr.om  rest  than 
to  keep  moving  coal  that  is  already  in  motion. 

The  screening  and  re-sizing  of  coal  that  is 
being  taken  out  of  storage  is  an  important 
feature.  Inevitably  some  breakage,  even  if  it 
be  little,  must  take  place  during  the  coal’s 
passage  through  the  plant.  After  the  small 
pieces  are  separated  from  the  other  coal,  a 
large  percentage  of  the  co-called  screenings 
can  be  saved  by  re-sizing.  When  this  is  car¬ 
ried  out  in  a  systematic  manner,  as  it  is  in 
the  modern  anthracite  storage  plant,  the  result¬ 
ing  economy  is  not  to  be  despised. 

Elaborate  provisions  have  to  be  made  for 
“melting  out”  anthracite  during  cold  snaps. 
If  snow  falls  and  melts,  and  then  the  mer¬ 
cury  drops  below  the  freezing  point,  the  limit 
of  bad  conditions  has  been  reached.  The  coal, 
either  in  a  car  or  on  the  pile  on  the  ground, 
becomes  a  solid  mass,  which  is  more  like 
rock  than  coal.  Extra  forces  of  laborers  must 
be  employed  to  attack  the  frozen  mass  with 
picks,  and  steam  must  be  applied  to  loosen 
the  great  lumps.  When  New  York  was  in 
the  grip  of  its  worst  cold  spell  this  winter  the 
superintendent  of  one  of  the  big  coal  docks 
on  the  New  Jersey  shore  said  that  he  had  to 
employ  just  twice  as  many  workmen  as  ordi¬ 
narily.  Here  the  cars  that  come  direct  from 
the  mines  unload  their  coal  into  the  scows  of 
New  York  dealers,  and  a  big  surplus  is  also 
kept  in  bins  under  the  tracks.  The  coal  in 
both  the  cars  and  in  the  bins  was  frozen. 

A  boiler  plant  to  supply  steam  for  melting 
purposes  solely  was  built  at  this  dock  some 
time  ago.  It  is  used  for  only  a  few  days  each 
year — that  is,  when  the  coal  freezes.  When 
that  time  comes,  the  steam  is  sent  over  the 
company’s  docks  and  yard  in  pipes.  The  men 
stick  the  pipes  down  into  the  coal  and  in  this 
way  warm  the  coal  into  such  a  condition  that 
it  can  be  moved  through  chutes.  At  best,  it  is 
very  slow  work,  and  the  superintendent 
breathes  a  sigh  of  relief  when  warm  weather 
returns. 


Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines  east  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Erie,  for  the  week  ended  March  7, 
compares  in  tons  with  the  corresponding  period 
last  year,  as  follows : 

1908  1907  Changes 

Week  ended  March  7.  .  847,750  1,085,368  Dec.  237,618 

Year  Jan.  1  to  Mar.  7.8,113,652  10,502,244  Dec.  2,488,592 


Contractor  H.  F.  Stark,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  has 
completed  the  new  shaft  for  the  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant  Coke  Company  tract  near  that  city,  to  the 
coal,  which  was  found  at  a  depth  of  292  feet. 
Work  has  now  been  started  on  the  air  shaft, 
which  will  be  put  in  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
work  started  in  taking  out  the  coal.  The  mine 
will  probably  be  in  operation  by  the  middle  of 
this  summer  and  as  soon  as  the  weather  opens 
work  will  be  started  on  the  construction  of  the 
coking  plant,  which  will  consist  of  100  ovens  and 
which  will  be  completed  and  in  operation  by  Oc¬ 
tober  1. 
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Using  Common  Sense  in  a  Coal  Mine. 


One  Mining  Company  Adopts  Some  Simple  Ways  of  Preventing  Disasters  and  Gives  an  Account  of 

Its  Success  for  the  Aid  of  State  Legislators. 


By  James  C.  Beebe* 


We  are  all  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
terrible  explosions  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
past  twelve  months.  We  have  all  read  the 
opinion,  or  opinions,  of  the  inspectors  and  ex¬ 
perts.  With  very  few  exceptions  the  reports 
of  these  people  show  that  they  cannot  give  any 
definite  cause  for  any  of  these  explosions,  so 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  mine  man¬ 
ager  or  superintendent  to  take  any  particular 
steps  other  than  those  dictated  by  common 
sense,  and  this  is  to  be  governed  entirely  by 
the  conditions  which  obtain  at  his  particular 
place.  As  is  well  known,  the  conditions  vary 
to  such  an  extent  in  the  different  fields  within 
the  state,  that  one  set  of  laws  or  rules  that 


would  absolutely  protect  and  eliminate  the 
chances  for  explosion  at  one  place  would  be 
worthless  at  another  point.  Consequently,  it  is 
almost  imperative,  if  it  is  necessary  to  compel 
operators  to  adopt  safety  measurts,  that  in  all 
cases  there  will  be  no  cast  iron  regulations 
which  will  work  hardships  or  unnecessary  ex¬ 
pense  on  the  operator. 

In  this  article  I  am  simply  giving  you  a 
statement  of  the  conditions  as  they  exist  at  the 
mines  of  this  company  and  a  statement  of  our 
system  of  working,  ventilation,  and  precautions 
taken  by  us  to  prevent  any  chance  of  explo¬ 
sions. 

Causes  of  Explosions. 

In  our  estimation  there  are  three  primary 
causes  for  explosions  in  mines — the  presence 
of  gas,  gas  and  dust  combined,  or  dust  alone. 
In  this  first  instance  if  the  air  traveling  contains 
methane  gas  to  the  extent  of  5J4  to  7  per  cent, 

[*Mr.  Beebe  is  General  Manager  United  States  Coal  & 
Oil  Company,  Holden,  W.  Va.  His  paper  is  put  out  as  a 
practical  suggestion  to  legislators. — Ed.] 


it  has  been  proven  by  numerous  experiments  to 
be  an  explosive  mixture,  which  can  be  lighted 
by  a  naked  light.  This  condition  is  taken  care 
of  in  many  instances  by  large  quantities  of  air 
being  introduced,  so  that  the  gas  will  be  di¬ 
luted  to  less  than  the  necessary  percentage  for 
an  explosive  mixture.  In  order  to  do  this  the 
mine  becomes,  a  great  many  times,  what  has 
been  termed  overventilated,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  a  number  of  practical  mining  men  this  over¬ 
ventilation  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  recent 
disasters,  their  theory  being  that  the  increased 
speed  of  the  air  current  picks  up  the  dust,  also 
causing  the  rapid  drying  out  of  the  mine.  They 
may  be  perfectly  correct  in  this  assumption, 


but  this  condition  is  completely  offset  by  the 
proper  amount  of  water  being  introduced  into 
the  mine. 

In  the  second  instance  it  has  been  found  by 
experiment  that  the  presence  of  a  small  quan¬ 
tity  of  gas,  say  from  1  y2  to  2  per  cent,  with  the 
coal  dust,  will  form  an  explosive  mixture.  The 
whole  question  then  resolves  itself  down  to 
two  requirements  to  reduce  the  possibilities  of 
explosion.  In  gaseous  mines  there  must  be  air 
enough  traveling  to  keep  the  gas  diluted  and 
in  dusty  mines  enough  moisture,  either  present 
or  introduced,  to  keep  the  dust  completely  wet, 
consequently  impossible  to  ignite  from  a  windy 
or  blown-out  shot,  which,  it  is  well  understood, 
is  the  principal  cause  of  explosion.  It  being 
also  understood  that  the  windy  shot  develops 
enough  gas  in  itself,  which,  combined  with  the 
dust,  makes  an  explosive  mixture. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  most  explosions  oc¬ 
cur  during  the  winter  months,  and  that  in 
explosions  due  to  gas  principally  there  had 
been  a  decided  drop  in  barometric  pressure. 


This  condition  of  low  barometer  has  simply  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  pressure  inside  the  mine 
as  well  as  out,  thereby  causing  an  increased 
flow  of  gas.  In  the  winter  months  the  low 
barometer  has  practically  no  effect  on  the  satu¬ 
ration  of  the  inside  air,  even  though  a  low 
barometer  on  the  outside  is  accompanied  by  a 
high  saturation  of  the  atmosphere.  I  mean  by 
this  that  where  air  is  completely  saturated  and 
raised  a  number  of  degrees  in  temperature,  it 
makes  but  very  little  difference  whether  the  air 
is  completely  saturated  to  start  with  or  com¬ 
pletely  dry.  For  instance,  air  at  22  degrees 
completely  saturated,  when  raised  to  60  de¬ 
grees  is  only  saturated  to  14  per  cent.  Conse¬ 
quently  water  must  be  present  or  introduced 
to  offset  the  higher  temperature. 

Method  of  Mining. 

The  method  of  mining  used  by  this  company 
is  the  room  and  pillar  system.  Main  entries 
and  all  face  entries  are  driven  on  sixty-foot 
centers.  Butt  headings  are  driven  on  forty- 
foot  centers,  so  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  lay 
track  into  the  break-throughs.  All  entries  are 
driven  twelve  feet  in  width  with  break-throughs 
every  eighty  feet,  and  all  break-throughs  are 
driven  twelve  feet  wide.  Rooms  are  turned  on 
butt  entries  on  sixty-two  foot  centers,  driving 
a  forty-five  foot  neck  twelve  feet  wide  and  wid¬ 
ening  out  at  the  jaw  to  thirty-six  feet.  Break¬ 
throughs  in  rooms  are  twelve  feet  wide  and 
turned  every  eighty  feet.  The  sidings  for  each 
set  of  butt  entries  are  laid  in  a  place  twenty 
feet  wide,  which  is  driven  in  the  barrier  pillar 
between  the  face  entries  and  the  first  room  of 
each  set  of  butt  entries,  making  what  we  term 
a  “buried  side  track.”  All  rooms  are  driven 
270  feet  long.  Face  entries  turned  ever  1,450 
feet. 

Method  of  Ventilation. 

Both  our  No.  1  and  No.  2  mines  are  venti¬ 
lated  by  Clifford-Capell  1314x7  foot  fans,  which 
are  exhausting  116,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  min¬ 
ute,  while  making  112  revolutions  per  minute, 
against  1.3  inches  water  gauge.  These  fans  are 
driven  by  induction  motors  of  125  H.  P.,  and 
will  move  300,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute 
against  a  6-inch  water  gauge  at  300  revolutions 
per  minute.  Recording  gauges  are  attached  to 
each  fan  which  show  exactly  what  the  fan  is 
doing  every  minute  in  the  day  or  night. 

Our  system  of  working  is  such  that  it  would 
seem  to  us  that  an  explosion  on  one  set  of  face 
headings  would  not  affect  the  air  seriously  on 
the  others,  as  each  set  is  practically  a  mine  in 
itself,  with  its  individual  current  of  air  from 
the  mains.  We  believe  thoroughly  in  splitting 
the  air  instead  of  trying  to  force  the  same  cur¬ 
rent  through  all  the  working  places,  as,  before 
it  has  traveled  half  the  distance  necessary,  it 
is  foul,  thick  with  smoke,  and  unfit  to  breathe. 
No  butts  are  driven  through  to  the  next  set  of 
face  headings  for  convenience  sake,  as  is  often 
done.  This,  in  our  estimation,  reduces  the  lia¬ 
bility  of  an  explosion.  It  has  a  further  advan¬ 
tage.  In  case,  for  instance,  that  a  quantity  of 
gas  is  present  in  any  certain  face  entry,  we 
have  the  power  to  turn  in  all  air  necessary  to 
sweep  it  out  without  carrying  it  to  any  other 
part  of  the  workings. 

Our  air  is  split  at  each  face  heading,  leading 
off  from  our  main  intakes,  giving  us  fresh  air 
on  each  set  of  face  headings,  quantity  being 
controlled  by  regulators.  Our  stoppings  are 
carried  right  up  to  the  minute,  and  are  put  in 
immediately  after  the  next  break-through  ahead 
is  completed.  Doors  two  feet  square  are  put 
in  overcasts  and  brick  stoppings  at  intervals, 
to  enable  inspection  of  the  return  air  ways.  On 
butt  entries,  stoppings  are  made  of  inch  boards, 
as  the  time  necessary  for  this  stopping  is  of 
short  duration.  Regulators  are  introduced 
where  necessary,  with  sliding  doors.  We  do 
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not  cut  the  flow  of  air  from  any  of  our  old 
workings,  but  keep  'a  good  flow  through  them 
the  same  as  if  they  were  working.  The  return 
air  can  also  be  used  to  ventilate  the  old  and 
abandoned  workings,  so  there  can  be  no  chance 
for  an  accumulation  of  dangerous  gases. 

Although  our  mines  are  considered  non- 
gaseous — in  fact,  we  have  no  gas  to  any  appre¬ 
ciable  extent — we  know  that  we  are  liable  to 
run  into  a  pocket,  or  bleeder,  at  any  time,  con¬ 
sequently  we  keep  air  enough  moving  to  render 
gases  harmless  in  case  we  should  strike  them. 
The  air  at  our  last  break-through  is  always 
from  three  to  fifteen  times  as  much  as  required 
by  law,  with  a  velocity  of  150  to  200  feet  per 
minute.  Face  entries  have  only  four  pairs  of 
butts  and  the  butts  are  short,  so  that  with  an 
air  velocity  of  200  feet  per  minute  the  smoke  is 
swept  out  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  system  of  working  consisted  of  three 
face  entries  and  two  butt  entries.  It  provided 
originally  for  a  split  at  each  set  of  butts,  re¬ 
quiring  the  construction  of  at  least  one  over¬ 
cast  per  split.  Switching  for  each  set  of  butts 
was  done  on  the  entry  itself.  This  system  was 
superseded  in  October,  1905,  by  one  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  two  face  entries  and  three  butt  head¬ 
ings,  middle  one  being  return  air  course.  This 
system  provided  for  fresh  air  on  each  butt 
entry,  but  it  required  two  splits  and  one  over¬ 
cast  for  every  set  of  butts,  giving  each  working 
entry  a  switch  of  its  own  instead  of  one  switch 
for  each  set  of  butts.  Centers  on  rooms  have 
been  changed  from  forty-one  feet  to  sixty-two 
feet,  width  of  rooms  have  been  increased  from 
twenty-one  feet  to  thirty-six  feet.  The  per¬ 
centage  from  wide  to  narrow  work  remains  ap¬ 
proximately  the  same,  and  machine  runners 
save  time  moving  machines,  having  but  two- 
thirds  as  many  rooms  per  panel  as  before. 

Snubbing  of  Coal. 

Men  are  compelled  to  snub,  or  bear  in  on  the 
bottom  coal,  after  the  place  has  been  cut  by 
chain  machine,  taking  from  one  to  two  feet  of 
coal  back  nearly  to  the  solid.  The  men  are 
obliged  to  load  out  the  dust  made  by  the  ma¬ 
chine  and  the  mining  after  snubbing,  before 
shooting  the  place. 

Tools. 

We  allow  no  augers  of  more  than  six  feet  in 
length  to  be  used. 

We  are  using  seven-foot  under-cutting  ma¬ 
chines,  and  by  limiting  the  length  of  the  augers 
we  eliminate  the  danger  of  the  miner  putting 
the  hole  back  into  the  solid.  No  miner  is  given 
a  working  place  unless  he  is  provided  with 
copper-tipped  tamping  bar  and  copper  needle. 

Explosives. 

As  to  the  kind  or  character  of  explosives  to 
be  used,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  West 
Virginia,  or  any  other  state,  cannot  form  any 
opinion  as  to  what  is  best,  nor  can  they  be 
assisted  to  form  an  intelligent  opinion  at  this 
time,  as  the  scientists  and  so-called  experts 
have,  as  yet,  been  unable  to  decide  themselves 
as  to  the  safety  of  this,  that  or  any  other  ex¬ 
plosive.  We  are  all  perfectly  familiar  with  the 
use  of  black  powder  made  by  people  of  long 
experience,  and  when  shown  by  test  to  be  of 
proper  grade,  and  used  in  the  manner  described 
in  this  article,  for  our  part,  we  can  but  say 
that  the  liability  of  windy  or  blown-out  shots 
is  practically  wiped  out. 

So  far  we  are  satisfied  that  “FFF”  black 
powder  is  the  proper  explosive  to  use  in  our 
mines.  The  so-called  “flameless”  and  “smoke¬ 
less”  powders  offered  on  the  market  today  do 
not  appeal  to  us,  although  we  are  going  to  con¬ 
tinue  our  experiments,  and  it  may  be  that  some 
explosive  will /be  found  that  we  think  will  be 
better  than  the  “FFF”  black  powder. 

We  exercise  a  very  careful  supervision  over 
the  quantity  of  powder  taken  into  the  mines, 
compelling  the  men  to  have  what  is  commonly 
known  as  a  “Powder  Jack,”  with  a  capacity  of 
five  pounds.  Any  man  taking  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  in  the  mine  is  immediately  discharged  and 
prosecuted. 

Mine  Supervision. 

Our  No.  1  and  No.  2  mines  have  a  foreman 
and  assistant  and  two  patrol  bosses  each,  and, 
with  a  reliable  track  man  on  each  set  of  face 
headings,  the  miner  has  very  little  chance  to 


violate  our  rules.  Our  night  bosses  visit  every 
working  place  every  night  to  see  that  they  are 
in  good  condition,  and  oversee  the  sprinkling. 

The  duties  of  our  patrol  bosses  are  to  patrol 
the  working  places  constantly  and  see  that 
none  of  our  rules  are  violated.  They  supervise 
the  boring  of  holes  as  to  the  position,  quantity 
of  powder  used,  making  cartridges;  in  fact,  are 
competent  instructors,  and  extremely  neces¬ 
sary  and  valuable,  as  we  are  forced  to  employ 
ignorant  labor.  The  patrol  bosses  have  instruc¬ 
tions  to  send  out  immediately  any  man  they 
find  doing  anything  dangerous  to  himself  or 
others. 

In  case  of  a  green  or  new  man  going  to 
work,  his  tools  are  examined,  and  if  found  all 
right  he  is  placed  in  charge  of  either  the  mine 
foreman  or  one  of  his  assistants  and  taken  to 
the  place  where  he  is  to  work.  He  receives  his 
instructions  and  is  watched  until  he  under¬ 
stands  our  rules  and  methods  of  working.  Fre¬ 
quently  we  put  the  green  man  under  the  charge 
of  an  old  experienced  miner,  otherwise  he  is 
not  left  alone  until  his  shots  are  fired.  The 
men  are  required  to  take  twenty  minutes,  at 
least,  between  shots,  thereby  giving  the  air  a 
chance  to  clear  and  what  little  dust  there  may 
be  raised,  time  to  settle  before  another  shot  is 
fired. 

Our  overcasts  are  made  with  brick,  sand  and 
cement  18-inch  side  walls,  4^4  feet  high,  arched 
over  with  12  inches  of  sand,  cement  and  brick, 
which  is  covered  with  a  layer  of  sand  and  ce¬ 
ment. 

Almost  every  coal  mine  has  a  clay  bank  in 
its  immediate  vicinity,  while  many  mines  have 
clay  floors,  so  that  as  a  general  thing  the  mate¬ 
rial  is  not  difficult  to  obtain.  We  are  particu¬ 
larly  fortunate  in  having  a  good  brick  material, 
also  in  having  a  dry  pan  with  which  we  grind 
it  and  place  it  in  the  mines  in  its  dry  condition 
in  boxes  holding  about  two  tons,  placed  at 
convenient  points,  the  men  taking  such  quan¬ 
tity  as  they  require  and  mixing  it  with  water 
from  their  jugs  when  they  are  ready  to  tamp. 
We  estimate  the  cost  of  furnishing  clay  for 
tamping  at  about  one-fifth  of  one  cent  per  ton 
of  production. 

Our  trolley  wires  are  protected  by  strips  of 
wood  where  the  men  have  to  pass  under  them, 
and  lights  are  placed  at  the  end  of  the  line  and 
at  all  crossings  and  switches,  which  burn  as  a 
warning  that  power  is  on  the  line.  Rubber 
covered  wire  is  used  for  all  machinery  except 
the  locomotives.  The  trolley  wire  is  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  track  near  the  rib.  Miners 
do  not  have  to  travel  motor  roads  when  the 
motor  is  running  on  them.  All  entries  are 
lighted  up  when  the  motor  is  expected. 

Mine  Air  Readings. 

Our  air  readings  are  taken  on  the  1st  and 
15th  of  each  month  in  all  mines.  At  the  same 
time  we  take  hygrometer  readings  as  to  hu¬ 
midity,  using  what  is  called  a  “hair  hygrom¬ 
eter.”  This  instrument  is  almost  always  accu¬ 
rate,  but  in  order  to  insure  accuracy  we  check 
it  against  the  dry  and  wet  bulb  thermometer. 
In  taking  our  air  readings,  we  use  anemom¬ 
eters  of  the  latest  and  most  approved  pattern, 
yet  to  be  positive  that  these  are  correct,  we 
check  them  by  the  old-fashioned  method  of 
powder  flash.  Barometer  and  thermometer 
readings  are  taken  at  the  same  time. 

We  build  in  all  main  and  face  entries  brick 
stoppings  of  9-inch  wall  laid  in  cement  and 
sand  and  1  inch  of  cement  and  sand  on  side  of 
stopping  next  to  inlet. 

Buried  side  tracks,  driven  off  the  heading,  to 
take  care  of  coal  from  the  butts,  are  not  only 
an  advantage  to  haulage  but  to  ventilation 
also,  as  they  keep  all  standing  trips  off  the  in¬ 
takes  and  air  courses  so  that  the  air  always  has 
its  full  heading  area  in  which  to  travel.  Auto¬ 
matic  doors  are  placed  in  all  face  entries  be¬ 
tween  each  butt  and  parallel  entry,  thereby  dis¬ 
pensing,  to  a  great  extent,  with  the  ever  unre¬ 
liable  trapper. 

We  estimate  the  cost  of  watering  our  mines 
at  about  one-half  of  one  cent  per  ton  of  pro¬ 
duction.  The  principal  expense  being  in  sprin¬ 
kling  from  the  first  of  September  to  the  first 
of  May,  as  during  the  other  months  the  entries 
are  sweating  and  we  do  not  have  to  sprinkle 
them  so  much,  but  the  rooms  are  sprinkled  the 
year  around.  Our  sprinkling  is  done  with  a 
car  that  sprays  the  roads  and  sides  of  the  road¬ 


ways.  In  the  rooms  where  we  cannot  haul  the 
car,  our  men  use  buckets  to  throw  it  around 
on  the  face  and  sides  where  the  dust  may 
lodge,  but  we  are  now  equipping  our  water  cars 
with  a  force  pump  to  do  this  work. 

Our  hygrometer  readings  tell  us  accurately 
the  amount  of  humidity  In  the  air,  and  in  case 
it  falls  below  90  per  cent  we  put  water  enough 
in  the  mines  at  the  point  where  the  reading  is 
made  to  put  it  up  to  between  90  and  100  per 
cent,  or  complete  saturation.  No  matter  what 
the  atmospheric  conditions  are  outside,  either 
of  thermometer  or  barometer,  this  standard  of 
humidity  is  maintained.  The  temperature  of 
our  mines  runs  from  fifty-six  to  fifty-nine  de¬ 
grees  Fahrenheit.  We  feel  positive  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  have  a  dust  explosion  if  the 
air  in  all  mines  is  in  this  condition. 

We  allow  no  old  ties,  gob  or  refuse  of  any 
kind  to  lie  in  our  haulage  ways  or  air  courses, 
thereby  eliminating  what,  to  us,  is  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  practices  in  mines  today,  as 
all  of  these  obstructions  are  nothing  more  or 
less  than  traps  to  catch  the  almost  impalpable 
dust  that  is  so  dangerous,  causing  it  to  accu¬ 
mulate  in  quantities,  which,  in  connection  with 
a  blown-out  shot,  will  prove  disastrous. 


New  Chicago  Manager. 


E.  F.  Bardin,  of  Cincinnati,  is  the  new  repre¬ 
sentative  of  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  in  Chicago.  He  takes  the  place  of  P. 


E.  F.  Bardin. 


H.  Burlingham,  who  has  gone  to  Cincinnati  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  William  Burlingham 
going  to  Richmond,  Va.  Mr.  Bardin  is  a  young 
man,  but  has  made  good  in  the  coal  business 
during  the  few  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  it. 
Starting  in  as  a  salesman  on  the  road  for  The 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  he 
advanced  to  be  office  manager  of  an  anthracite 
concern  with  headquarters  in  Cincinnati.  This 
concern  going  out  of  business,  he  went  back  on 
the  road  for  the  Economy  Coal  Company,  and 
after  a  few  months’  service  went  with  The  Con¬ 
solidated  Fuel  Company.  In  a  very  short  time 
he  was  made  general  manager  of  this  company, 
and  he  resigned  to  become  western  sales  agent 
of  the  larger  concern.  Mr.  Bardin  leaves  many 
friends  in  Cincinnati  who  will  wish  him  further 
and  continued  success. 


The  Merchants’  Coal  Company,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  which  owns  extensive  coal  holdings  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boswell,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  has 
decided  to  open  a  new  mine  in  that  field,  which 
is  planned  to  greatly  increase  the  output  from 
that  district.  The  present  mines  of  the  company 
in  that  vicinity  have  been  running  full  all  win¬ 
ter  and  a  large  amount  of  coal  has  been  mined 
and  shipped  in  spite  of  the  financial  troubles. 
Plans  for  the  new  mine  will  be  prepared  at  once, 
and  work  started  as  soon  as  the  weather  becomes 
more  settled.  It  is  hoped  to  have  the  mine  in 
operation  early  in  the  present  summer. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


Harold  Eldridge,  of  the  Eldridge  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  went  to  Indianapolis  last  Friday  afternoon 
to  spend  several  days. 

C.  R.  Shabino,  formerly  with  the  Crescent  Coal 
&  Mining  Company,  is  now  covering  Illinois  and 
southern  Wisconsin  territory  for  the  Mitchell- 
Spalding  Coal  Company. 

R.  C.  Cantelou,  western  manager  for  C.  G. 
Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  left  this  week  for  a  visit  of  several  days  to 
Michigan  points,  where  he  expects  to  combine 
business  with  pleasure. 

The  White  Oak  Coal  Company,  of  Cincinnati, 
has  opened  an  office  in  the  Old  Colony  building. 
Ross  F.  Marine,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
O.  S.  Richardson  Coal  Company  for  a  number 
of  years,  has  been  appointed  manager  in  charge 
of  the  sales  department. 

J.  S.  Holbrook,  of  the  Northwestern  Fuel 
Company,  returned  on  Wednesday  of  this  week 
from  a  trip  to  the  west.  He  had  spent  a  week 
or  such  a  matter  along  Missouri  river  points  re¬ 
newing  old  acquaintances  and  making  some  new 
ones  and  incidentally  lining  up  some  business  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

State  Mine  Inspector  George  Harrison  of 
Ohio  telegraphs,  as  we  are  going  to  press,  that 
the  total  production  of  coal  in  Ohio  during  the 
year  1907  was  32,465,949  tons,  an  increase  of 
5,252,454  tons  over  the  previous  year,  and  the 
largest  tonnage  in  the  history  of  the  state. 
Nearly  eighty  per  cent  of  this  coal  was  mined 
by  machine. 

The  Chaffin  Coal  Company  has  entered  suit 
against  the  Smith-Lohr  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Pana,  Ill.,  for  $10,000,  alleging  a  breach 
of  contract.  Mr.  Chaffin  asserts  that  the  Smith- 
Lohr  Company  accepted  an  order  for  180  cars 
of  mine-run  coal  and  only  filled  part  of  the  order. 
The  Smith-Lohr  Company  claims  that  in  De¬ 
cember,  1905,  it  pulled  down  its  tipple,  giving 
this  as  the  reason  for  not  filling  the  contract. 

C.  M.  Moderwell  &  Co.,  in  the  Fisher  building, 
has  occasion  to  be  gratified  at  the  action  of  its 
mine  at  Christopher,  as  shown  by  the  record  of 
one  day  this  week.  The  mine  is  comparatively 
new  and  started  out  with  a  production  of  about 
a  thousand  tons  but  has  been  working  up  steadily, 
making  new  records  from  time  to  time  until  the 
high  point  was  reached  with  1,270  tons.  This  is 
a  shaft  mine  and  the  coal  has  to  be  hoisted  502 
feet. 

The  Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Company  an¬ 
nounces  the  appointment  of  J.  F.  Clarke  as  trav¬ 
eling  sales  agent,  who  will  cover  Iowa  territory 
for  that  company.  Mr.  Clarke  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  coal  men  of  the  west,  having  been  con¬ 
nected  with  J.  S.  Wylie  and  the  Marquette  Third 
Vein  Coal  Company,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  for 
twenty-five  years.  For  the  last  three  years  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Chicago  office  of  The 
Susquehanna  Coal  Company. 

W.  J.  Butler,  who  has  been  connected  with 
Henry  Holverschied  &  Co.  for  a  number  of  years, 
has  resigned.  Mr.  Butler  is  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  trade  in  Chicago  and  the  northwest. 
He  sold  the  first  car  of  coal  shipped  by  Holver¬ 
schied  &  Co.,  being  their  sole  representative  dur¬ 
ing  their  four  first  years’  business.  He  has  not 
announced  his  future  intentions  but  he  will  prob¬ 
ably  embark  in  business  for  himself  at  an  early 
date.  His  resignation  takes  effect  April  1. 

Another  change  has  been  made  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company.  E.  F.  Bardin,  who 
has  been  connected  with  the  Cincinnati  office,  was 
transferred  here  one  day  this  week  to  take  the 
place  of  Mr.  Lawson,  who  came  here,  temporarily, 
from  the  road  to  take  the  place  of  P.  H.  Bur- 
lingham,  transferred  to  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Bardin 
was  formerly  general  manager  of  the  Consolidated 
Fuel  Company,  of  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

Word  comes  from  Detroit  that  J.  F.  Orndorff, 
assistant  to  the  vice-president  of  the  Cabin  Creek 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  has  taken  up  his  headquarters  tem¬ 
porarily  in  that  city,  and  is  looking  for  an  office. 
Mr.  Orndorff  will  probably  represent  the  Cabin 
Creek  Consolidated  in  Michigan  territory  and 


consequently  in  the  northwest  this  season.  It 
will  be  recalled  that  a  few  months  ago  Mr.  Orn¬ 
dorff  was  located  in  Chicago  as  western  represen¬ 
tative  of  this  concern. 

Under  the  caption,  “Hustling  for  Chicago,” 
the  Evening  Post  of  March  17  printed  a  two- 
column  article  accompanied  by  an  excellent  like¬ 
ness  of  C.  L.  Dering,  manager  at  Chicago  for 

S.  C.  Schenck,  agent  of  the  coal  department  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad. 
This  interesting  article  tells  of  the  excellent 
work  that  has  been  accomplished  by  the  River 
Improvement  Committee,  of  the  Chicago  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Commerce,  and  gives  Mr.  Dering,  as 
chairman,  the  credit  for  the  energetic  campaign 
waged  by  that  committee,  whose  object  is  to 
give  Chicago  a  harbor  commensurate  with  its 
commercial  needs. 

Not  much  progress  is  being  made  with  the  com 
bination  of  mining  companies  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois  of  which  so  much  was  said  a  short  time 
ago.  It  can  be  said  without  fear  of  contradiction 
that  the  plan  as  originally  outlined  has  not  been 
given  up  wholly,  although  the  work  has  been  de¬ 
layed  longer  than  was  expected  at  the  outset. 
Moreover,  when  the  deal  is  ultimately  put 
through  there  will  not  be  included  in  this  one 
company  the  same  number  of  larger  concerns 
originally  anticipated.  This  is  because  some  of 
those  who  were  expected  to  join  the  consolida¬ 
tion  movement  did  not  care  to  lose  their  iden¬ 
tity  in  the  large  operating  company.  It  is  en¬ 
tirely  possible  that  instead  of  one  big  company 
there  will  be  a  general  extension  of  the  number 
of  mines  included  now  in  several  of  the  largest 
concerns  in  the  two  states.  In  this  way  a  more 
complete  grasp  of  the  situation  would  be  possible. 

T.  J.  Condon,  one  of  the  attorneys  for  the 
Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  has  received 
from  James  S.  Harlan,  a  member  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  a  letter  in  response  to  an 
inquiry  with  regard  to  demurrage  charges  on 
bunched  cars.  Mr.  Condon  had  written  a  letter 
to  the  members  of  the  commission  asking  whether 
they  had  made  any  ruling  relative  to  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  demurrage  on  cars  bunched  in  delivery. 
He  cited  a  case  where  one  member  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  had  ordered  seven  cars  of  coal  at  different 
times  and  that  these  were  bunched  en  route  and 
all  delivered  at  one  time,  the  delivery  coming  in 
such  shape  as  to  prevent  the  dealer  from  un¬ 
loading  within  the  free  time  allowed  by  the 
railroad  company.  Mr.  Con<ion  requested  to 
know  whether  the  commission  had  made  a  ruling 
relative  to  the  collection  of  demurrage  under 
such  circumstances.  Mr.  Harlan  replied  that  a 
number  of  inquiries  of  similar  purport  had  been 
received  from  various  parts  of  the  country  and 
that  some  specific  data  is  being  collected  by  the 
commission  and  closes  with  the  suggestion  that 
that  organization  will  probably  make  a  ruling  on 
this  kind  of  a  case  in  comparatively  a  short  time. 

The  railroads  are  alone,  so  far,  in  buying  coal 
in  excess  of  what  is  called  for  by  contracts  to 
meet  the  possible  demands  during  the  period  of 
mine  suspension.  These  railroads  did  not  come 
into  the  market  until  one  day  this  week  and  then 
bought  lots  of  coal  ranging  from  five  to  six  or 
seven  thousand  tons  from  various  mining  com¬ 
panies.  The  orders  were  evidently  distributed 
evenly  apparently  to  give  each  shipper  a  little 
chance  at  the  railroad  buying,  but  in  reality  to 
so  scatter  the  business  that  the  aggregate  amount 
would  not  appear  very  large  and,  consequently, 
would  have  no  radical  effect  upon  prices.  If 
there  was  any  such  hope  as  this  it  was  realized 
by  the  railroad  companies  because  the  price  ob¬ 
tained  was  very  low,  ranging  from  $1.15  to  $1.20 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  lump  coal.  This  comes  out 
in  strong  contrast  with  conditions  obtaining  two 
years  ago  at  this  time,  which  was  just  before  the 
last  general  suspension  of  mines  in  the  four  states 
making  up  the  interstate  agreement.  The  differ¬ 
ence  in  industrial  conditions  now  and  then  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  fact  that  the  prices  paid  by  the 
railroad  companies  today  are  $1.75  a  ton  below 
prices  paid  two  years  ago.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  railroad  consumption  itself  is  light, 
the  consumption  by  steam  plants  is  practically 
nothing  and  the  retail  business  has  seen  the  bot- 
ton  fall  out  in  the  last  few  weeks.  A  contribu¬ 


tory  cause  is  the  fact  that  railroad  companies  to¬ 
day  have  their  yards  full  of  coal  which  is  unsold 
and  rather  than  pay  enormous  prices  they  might 
exercise  their  rights  and  confiscate  this  property 
in  transit.  The  latter  course  has  not,  and  prob¬ 
ably  will  not  be  resorted  to  because  the  railroads 
can  get  all  the  coal  they  desire  from  the  mines 
at  prices  which  are  entirely  satisfactory.  Those 
railroad  companies  which  have  bought  within  the 
week  are  the  C.  &  A. ;  M.  &  St.  L. ;  Iowa  Central 
and  the  C.  &  G.  W.  Some  other  roads  will 
probably  buy  in  a  comparatively  short  time. 

In  the  matter  of  bankruptcy  proceedings  of 
Frederick  P.  Howe,  who  did  a  retail  business  in 
coal,  grain  and  feed  at  12101-3  Peoria  street,  Chi¬ 
cago,  the  following  list  of  creditors  has  been 
filed,  giving  the  name  of  the  creditor,  his  resi¬ 
dence,  the  security  back  of  the  obligation  or  oc¬ 
casion  for  obligation,  and  the  amount  of  the  debt : 
Stege,  Bartling  &  Dehning,  Chicago  (trust  deed), 
$2,000;  Wm.  S.  Freeman,  Wilmette,  Ill.  (trust 
deed),  $2,100;  Stephen  A.  Foster,  Chicago  (bal¬ 
ance  due  on  realty  purchase),  $420;  Osterman 
Manufacturing  Company,  West  Pullman  (chattel 
mortgage),  $400;  Joseph  B.  Kebel,  West  Pull¬ 
man  (mechanics’  lien),  $296;  F.  W.  Barker,  Chi¬ 
cago  (money  borrowed),  $600;  Antioch  Bank, 
Antioch,  Ill.  '(money  borrowed),  $400;  John 
M'arte,  Lockport,  Ill.  (promissory  note),  $381.67; 
Otto  Weinhart,  Madison,  Ill.  (hay  on  account), 
$130;  William  Neitfeldt,  Madison,  Ill.  (hay  on 
account),  $244.64;  International  Harvester  Com¬ 
pany,  Chicago  (machinery),  $2,116.34;  George 
Cunningham,  Chicago  (note),  $406.87;  E.  J.  Arb- 
let  Company,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  (money  bor¬ 
rowed),  $132;  Theodore  Witt,  Homewood,  Ill. 
(for  twine),  $67.50;  Virginia  Western  Company, 
Chicago  (for  coal),  $106.23;  C.  M.  Moderwell  & 
Co.,  Chicago  (for  coal),  $78.61;  Standard  Washed 
Coal  Company,  Chicago  (for  coal),  $47.08;  Fair¬ 
banks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago  (for  scales),  $122.45; 
Geo.  G.  Pope  &  Co.,  Chicago  (for  coal),  $205.53; 
Northern  Wood  Company,  Chicago  (for  wood), 
$75.00;  Lincoln  Springfield  Coal  Company,  Chi¬ 
cago  (for  coal),  $79.81;  Globe  Coal  Company, 
Chicago  (for  coal),  $100;  D.  F.  McMillen  &  Co., 
Chicago  (for  coal),  $224.04;  New  Kentucky  Coal 
Company,  Chicago  (for  coal),  $713.52;  E.  L. 
Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Chicago  (for  coal),  $383.98; 
Consolidated  Coal  Company,  Chicago  (for  coal), 
$i0.54;  Bristol  &  Gale,  Chicago  '(for  machinery), 
$133.29;  Pillsbury  Washburn  Company,  Chicago 
(for  flour),  $27.90;  J.  J.  Hayes,  Chicago  (for 
coal),  $107;  Whitman  &  Barnes,  Chicago  (ma¬ 
chine  repairs),  $36;  Charles  W.  Novak,  Chicago 
(note),  $35. 


Rat©  War  Probable. 

Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  March  19. — The  railroad 
rate  war  which  was  recently  precipitated  by  the 
B.  &  O.,  when  they  cut  rates  on  coal  shipments 
from  the  Fairmont  and  Wheeling  coal  regions 
of  West  Virginia  to  Cleveland  and  intermediate 
points,  and  which  practically  ended  when  the 
B.  &  O.  agreed  to  restore  the  rate  to  what  it 
was  before  it  was  reduced  last  November,  has 
assumed  a  new  form,  and  more  bitter  war  will 
be  declared,  it  is  very  likely,  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  currently  reported  that  the  B.  &  O.  has 
agreed  to  grant  the  operators  of  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  regions  another  reduction  which  will  place 
the  rate  on  the  same  basis  which  it  was  prior  ta 
the  recent  restoration. 

This  rate  which  was  agreed  upon  by  all  rail¬ 
roads  was  $1.15  per  ton  on  coal  shipments  from 
a  point  in  West  Virginia  to  the  lake  shore  and 
intermediate  points.  From  the  coal  fields  of 
Jefferson  and  Belmont  counties,  Ohio,  and  in  the 
Pittsburgh  district,  the  rate  was  considerably 
lower,  and  in  some  places  the  distance  is 
greater  than  from  the  West  Virginia  fields.  In 
view  of  this  fact  the  B.  &  O.,  looking  to  their 
own  interests,  reduced  the  rate  so  as  to  give  West 
Virginia  an  equal  chance  to  compete  for  the  lake 
trade. 

Consequently  the  B.  &  O.  again  raised  the  rate 
with  a  promise  to  the  coal  operators  of  West 
Virginia  that  every  effort  possible  would  be 
made  to  reach  an  agreement,  and  a  low  rate  once 
more  granted.  So  far,  however,  there  has  been 
no  action  taken. 
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Standard  Coal  'c*ent  ^le  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  in 
his  annual  address  to  the  members  of  that  organ¬ 
ization.  He  believes  it  possible  to  establish  a  standard  for  various  grades 
of  coal  and  to  compel  shippers  and  dealers  to  abide  by  that  standard,  a 
definite  penalty  being  attached  to  any  deviation  therefrom.  On  the  first 
blush  this  seems  somewhat  chimerical.  On  second  consideration  it  is 
not  only  feasible  but  possible  and  should  be  adopted  with  all  convenient 
speed. 

In  England  the  government  has  gone  further  in  regulating  the  sale 
of  coal  than  we  have  here.  In  the  first  place  it  has  established  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Thermal  Unit  System,  or  of  the  purchase  of  coal  according  to  its 
calorific  contents.  In  the  second  place  it  has  established  a  standard  for 
the  various  grades  of  coal  which  will  be  purchased  by  the  British  navy, 
or  the  admiralty.  The  latter  coals  constitute  the  “admiralty  list.”  In 
London  they  have  a  coal  exchange  which  deals  in  nothing  but  those 
grades  which  come  up  to  the  “admiralty  list.”  There  is  a  penalty  at¬ 
tached  to  any  effort  to  substitute  a  grade  of  coal  lower  than  that  called 
for  by  the  “admiralty  list,”  especially  when  the  purchaser  makes  a  def¬ 
inite  stipulation  in  his  bid.  There  is  as  much  security  in  buying  coal, 
under  such  circumstances,  as  there  is,  in  this  country,  in  buying  a  cer¬ 
tain  grade  of  sugar  or  a  certain  bar  of  soap  familiar  to  every  housewife. 

In  this  country,  although  we  do  not  make  much  of  it,  we  have  a 
certain  estimated  standard  of  excellence  in  the  coals  dealt  in.  Anthra¬ 
cite  establishes  one  standard,  Pocahontas,  New  River  and  Georges’  Creek 
another,  Hocking  and  Brazil  Block  a  third,  and  then  come  Jellico  coal, 
Franklin  County,  Carterville,  and  so  on  down  the  list  until  we  reach  the 
lignites.  In  the  heat  of  strife  for  commercial  supremacy  there  has  been 
temptation,  to  which  some  have  yielded,  to  substitute  one  coal  for  an¬ 
other.  The  so-called  smokeless  coals,  entering  practically  all  markets, 
are  virtually  innumerable.  Splint  has  a  dozen  substitutes,  since  its  grade 
is  very  largely  denoted  by  the  fraction.  For  the  high-grade  domestic 
coals  all  kinds  of  substitutes  are  offered,  some  of  them  of  the  rankest 
character. 

In  some  instances  the  genuine  article  is  mixed  with  the  poorer  grade, 
and  this  mass  of  coals  is  delivered  for  the  higher  priced  and  more  satis¬ 
factory  commodity.  It  is  only  common  justice  to  deliver  to  a  man  that 
for  which  he  has  paid.  It  is  common  business  honesty  to  deal  squarely 
not  only  with  the  dealer  but  with  the  customer.  In  this  respect  Mr.  Rob¬ 
inson’s  desire  to  establish  a  standard  for  various  grades  of  coal  dealt  in 
is  highly  commendable. 

It  may  seem  improbable  to  some  that  this  amount  of  reform  should 
ever  take  place.  Two  years  ago  to  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  it  seemed  equally  improbable  to  ever  expect  elimination  of  short 
weighting.  The  first  car  of  coal  traced  by  that  association  contained  a 
little  over  forty  tons,  and  yet  something  over  sixty  tons  was  sold.  Con¬ 
sumers  had  been  robbed  to  the  extent  of  twenty  tons  on  the  delivery  of 
one  car.  Mixing  of  coals  in  the  meantime  has  practically  disappeared. 


These  things  have  been  accomplished  in  a  spirit  of  amity  and  fair  dealing. 
If  so  much  harmony  can  be  brought  to  the  coal  trade  in  a  matter  so  im¬ 
portant  as  short  weighting,  the  standardizing  of  coal  would  not  be  so 
hard  to  accomplish.  It  may  be  that  in  pursuit  of  his  desire  Mr.  Robinson 
may  be  compelled  to  establish  a  coal  exchange  and  thus  teach  a  new  idea 
to  the  whole  American  trade,  but  even  so,  the  effort  is  well  worth  the 
making. 


The  average  American,  for  politic  reasons,  usually  plays  close  to  the 
man  in  power.  John  Mitchell  evidently  forgot  this  general  rule  and 
overlooked  his  brief  tenure  of  office  when  he  tried  to  line  up  the  oper¬ 
ators  to  give  a  glorified  touch  to  his  waning  authority.  Mr.  Lewis 
may  not  yet  have  proved  to  the  operators  his  reliability,  but  he  com¬ 
mands  attention  nevertheless  because  he  may  be  in  authority  an  inde¬ 
terminate  number  of  years. 


Any  one  who  has  paid  any  particular  attention  to 
association  affairs  in  the  United  States  must  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  movement  is 
about  reaching  maturity.  It  started  out  feebly;  it 
grew  cautiously  and  against  opposition,  but  today  it  is  strong  and  vig¬ 
orous  and  is  outcropping  in  some  most  conspicuous  places,  carrying  with 
it  a  tremendous  influence. 

Some  twenty-seven  associations  have  united  upon  a  single  idea  with 
regard  to  tariff.  Associations  in  other  lines  of  business  have  governed 
production;  have  adopted  general  policies,  and  have  even,  without  violat¬ 
ing  the  law,  controlled  prices.  In  the  coal  trade  they  are  eliminating 
irregular  shipments,  are  abating  the  short  weight  nuisance,  and  are  now 
bringing  to  pass  the  enactment  of  reciprocal  demurrage.  The  association 
movement  is  coming  to  be  a  tremendous  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
smaller  dealers  and  shippers  in  various  lines  of  trade. 

But  just  where  the  associations  are  beginning  to  realize  their  power 
they  have  been  hampered  somewhat  by  their  clientele.  The  associations 
have  made  promises  dissociated  from  the  big  national  movements  which 
they  are  going  to  be  compelled  to  make  good.  For  instance,  the  associa¬ 
tions  have  declared  that,  if  the  dealers  would  band  together,  they  would 
stop  irregular  shipments  from  the  mines  to  consumers.  The  ability  to 
do  so  has  been  the  principal  claim  made  by  the  retail  coal  dealers’  asso¬ 
ciations.  Within  the  last  winter  the  tendency  of  producers  to  make  these 
irregular  shipments  has  been  steadily  increasing.  Apparently  when  the 
associations  should  have  been  the  strongest  it  has  discovered  to  the 
members  of  the  trade  some  rather  weak  links.  The  principle  back  of 
the  association  has  not  been  at  fault,  but  any  lapse  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  some  unforeseen  circumstances  have  presented  themselves. 

The  dealers,  who  have  supported  these  associations  loyally,  are  now 
demanding  that  original  promises  be  fulfilled  or  that  less  noise  be  made 
about  what  the  associations  expect  to  do  in  future.  This  is  not  written 
with  any  idea  of  condemning  the  associations  themselves  or  their  execu¬ 
tive  officers,  but  merely  of  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  spirit  of 
interrogation  has  seized  upon  some  of  the  dealers  who  now  belong  to 
those  associations.  They  have  not  turned  pessimistic.  They  merely  want 
to  know  and  be  shown  what  the  association  can  do  under  given  circum¬ 
stances.  There  was  never  a  better  opportunity  for  any  set  of  officers  to 
make  a  permanent  place  for  themselves  in  the  hearts  of  any  one  set  of 
followers  than  now  confronts  the  officers  of  the  retail  coal  dealers’  asso¬ 
ciations.  If  they  can  check  the  abnormal  tendencies  today  toward  irreg¬ 
ular  shipments,  if  they  can  protect  the  members  of  their  organizations 
from  the  depredations  of  the  shippers  and  jobbers,  their  positions  in  the 
future  will  be  impregnable. 

The  dealers,  as  it  were,  have  the  officers  of  the  retail  associations  on 
trial.  They  want  to  know  what  the  association  is  going  to  do  in  these 
times  of  extra  distress,  and  if  convinced  that  they  can  cope  with  the  situ¬ 
ation  there  will  be  no  lack  of  support  by  retail  dealers. 

It  seems  now  to  be  good  policy  for  the  association  officers  to  take 
care  of  detail  association  work,  even  though  the  larger  national  issues 
lack  some  of  their  support. 


It  is  beginning  to  look  as  if  the  influence  of  possible  labor  trouble, 
upon  coal  prices,  has  seen  its  day.  This  year  the  strong  assurance  of  a 
shut-down  hardly  caused  a  ripple.  Two  years  ago  the  effect  of  the 
strike  was  not  felt  more  than  two  weeks.  There  is  a  reason  for  this  and 
the  coal  man  can  find  it  if  he  hunts  very  hard,  among  the  facts  at  his 
disposal.  Mine  production  today  is  so  large  and  so  many  mines  can 
produce  more  than  they  can  sell,  the  closing  of  a  part  of  the  mines  only 
shifts  the  burden  of  supplying  the  public  demand  to  other  localities. 


Duties  of  the 
Association. 
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Miners  Show  a  Conciliatory  Spirit. 


Ruled  in  Their  Convention  by  the  Wish  of  President-Elect  Lewis,  They  Are  Disposed  to  Come  to  Terms 

Either  Generally  or  by  Districts,  and  to  Work  Pending  a  Conclusion 
of  Any  Negotiations  That  Are  Started. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  March  20. — 12  noon. — 
Bulletin. —  ( Special  Telegram.) — The  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America  have  adopted  in  its  entirety  the 
report  of  the  scale  committee.  This  is  taken  to 
mean  that  the  miners  no  longer  hope  for  a  res¬ 
toration  of  the  joint  interstate  agreement.  They 
will  be  content  with  signing  up  the  individual 
states  and  with  continuing  the  conditions  which 
have  existed  for  the  last  two  years.  To  im¬ 
press  operators  in  the  four  states  with  a  neces¬ 
sity  to  look  after  their  individual  markets  the 
miners  prepared  the  way  for  peace  in  the  south¬ 
west  before  taking  up  matters  in  the  central 
district. 

The  all  important  question  now  is :  What  will 
be  the  attitude  of  the  various  state  organiza¬ 
tions  toward  resuming  operations? 

Ohio  has  declared  in  favor  of  treating  with 
the  miners,  preferably  in  a  joint  conference, 
on  April  2  or  thereafter.  The  object  is  to 
make  terms  after  President-Elect  Lewis  takes 
his  office. 

Western  Pennsylvania  is  willing  to  resume  re¬ 
lations  with  mine  workers  when  this  can  be 
done  through  the  organization  that  will  execute 
the  contract. 

Indiana  was  willing  to  meet  the  miners  on 
March  24,  but  has  not  indicated  its  position 
since  the  scale  committee’s  report  was  adopted. 

Illinois,  at  the  Peoria  conference,  merely  took 
a  recess.  It  is  in  a  position  to  resume  negotia¬ 
tions  on  short  notice  and  to  complete  the  work 
in  forty-eight  hours. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  March  19. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  scale  committee  of  the  miners’ 
special  convention  presented  an  unanimous  re¬ 
port  this  afternoon  favorable  to  the  making 
of  settlements  for  the  coming  year,  by  districts, 
if  the  operators  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
western  Pennsylvania  will  not  agree  to  meet  them 
in  joint  conference. 

The  action  of  the  committee  came  at  the  close 
of  a  long  wrangle  in  which  the  Mitchell  and 
Lewis  factions  were  on  opposite  sides.  The 
Mitchell  faction  wanted  to  provide  for  indi¬ 
vidual  settlements  if  the  operators  wouldn’t 
“come  through”  for  a  joint  conference.  The 
Lewis  men  stood  for  district  settlements  as  the 
only  compromise  they  would  make.  They  won. 
The  scale  committee  recommended  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  scale  and  wage  conditions  be  reaffirmed.  The 
report  of  the  scale  committee  follows : 

“Indianapolis,  Ind.,  March  18,  1908. 
“To  the  Special  Meeting  of  the  Nineteenth  An¬ 
nual  Convention,  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America : 

“We,  your  scale  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  question  of  defining  the  policy 
of  the  organization  in  the  crisis  now  confront¬ 
ing  us,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

“Modern  civilization  and  industrial  develop¬ 
ment  receives  its  greatest  impetus  from  the 
production  of  coal.  It  is  the  general  basis  of 
manufacturing,  transportation  and  artificial  heat. 
Any  condition  that  seriously  disturbs  the  coal 
industry  affects  the  entire  community.  No  man, 
or  set  of  men,  copartnership  or  corporation  can 
afford  to  create  a  condition,  for  light  and  tran¬ 
sient  reasons,  that  will  stop  the  production  of 
coal  and  paralyze  the  industries  of  our  country. 
Such  a  course  can  only  be  defended  upon  the 
grounds  that  some  great  wrong  is  being  per¬ 
petrated  or  some  fundamental  principle  of  hu¬ 
man  right  invaded,  for  which  a  general  stoppage 
of  work  is  the  only  remedy. 

“Recognizing  these  truths,  we  have  tried  to  ad¬ 
just  the  differences  existing  between  us  and  our 
employers  by  other  means  than  strikes.  Our 
present  wage  scale  contracts  generally  expire 
on  March  31,  1908.  On  October  29,  1907,  at  our 
invitation,  we  met  the  representatives  of  the 
operators  of  the  central  competitive  coal  field, 
composed  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to 
agree  upon  a  date  for  holding  an  interstate 


joint  conference  to  consider  and,  if  possible,  adopt 
a  scale  of  wages  and  conditions  of  employment 
for  the  ensuing  wage  scale  period. 

“On  three  different  occasions  since  then  we 
have  met  them  for  the  same  purpose.  In  all  of 
these  conferences  the  operators,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Indiana,  have  refused  to  agree  to  a  date 
for  such  a  conference  either  before  or  after  the 
present  scale  expires  on  March  31.  In  addition 
to  this  we  have  telegraphed  them,  naming  a  spe¬ 
cific  date,  March  24,  as  a  date  for  the  confer¬ 
ence,  and  that  invitation,  with  the  same  excep¬ 
tion,  they  have  all  declined.  Under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  we  must  either  find  some  other  means 
of  settling  our  differences  or  stop  work  when 
our  present  contracts  expire. 

“In  Missouri,  Kansas,  Arkansas,  Oklahoma  and 
Texas,  comprising  what  is  known  as  the  south¬ 
western  fields,  we  have  contracts  with  the  coal 
operators  by  which  we  have  agreed  to  meet  them 
in  joint  conference  to  arrange  a  wage  scale  be¬ 
fore  the  present  one  expires.  A  similar  condi¬ 
tion  exists  in  central  Pennsylvania,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  western  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Iowa,  and 
Colorado.  One  of  the  prime  reasons  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  which  our  organization  has  attained  is  that 
while  we  have  contended  for  the  best  conditions 
possible  to  secure  in  making  a  scale,  when  once 
it  has  been  agreed  to  we  have  held  it  to  be 
inviolable.  We  must  not  break  these  contracts 
now.  For  the  foregoing  reasons  we  recommend 
that  the  following  policy  be  adopted : 

“That  Districts  14,  21  and  25,  constituting 
the  southwestern  scale  district,  be  instructed  to 
go  into  a  joint  convention  with  the  coal  opera¬ 
tors  of  that  field  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
scale  of  wages  and  conditions  of  employment  for 
the  ensuing  scale  year. 

“That  the  basis  upon  which  such  scale  shall 
be  made  shall  be  not  less  than  the  present  wage 
scale. 

“That  all  internal  differences,  local  grievances 
and  inequalities  be  referred  to  the  southwestern 
interstate  conferences  for  adjustment  to  their 
interstate  convention,  or  otherwise  as  their  judg¬ 
ment  may  dictate. 

“That  the  same  conditions  be  applied  to  Dis¬ 
tricts  2,  13,  15,  17,  23  and  24,  where  joint  con¬ 
ferences  are  to  be  held. 

“That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  operators 
of  the  central  competitive  coal  field,  composed 
of  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illi¬ 
nois,  having  refused  to  meet  us  in  interstate 
convention  prior  to  the  expiration  of  our  pres¬ 
ent  contract  or  at  any  other  specific  date,  each 
district  be  authorized  to  negotiate  agreements 
with  the  operators’  association  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  districts,  or,  where  the  operators  have  no 
association,  then  with  them  collectively  within 
the  district. 

“That  the  basis  upon  which  such  agreement 
shall  be  made  shall  be  not  less  than  the  pres¬ 
ent  wage  rates. 

“That  all  internal  differences,  local  grievances 
and  inequalities  be  referred  to  the  respective  dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  central  competitive  field  for  adjust¬ 
ment. 

“That  where  contracts  are  arranged  in  any 
wage  scale  conference  with  the  operators  col¬ 
lectively  the  fact  that  some  operators  in  the 
conference  may  have  operations  in  some  other 
district  where  a  contract  has  not  been  signed 
shall  not  be  a  bar  to  signing  the  agreement  col¬ 
lectively. 

“That  if  the  districts  or  groups  of  districts, 
fail  to  secure  a  contract  with  their  operators 
before  the  expiration  of  the  present  contract, 
through  the  Coal  Operators’  Association  or  col¬ 
lectively,  the  question  of  making  contracts  by 
other  methods  shall  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
international  executive  board  and  the  districts 
affected. 

“That  all  of  the  foregoing  contracts  be  made 
for  a  period  of  one  year. 

“That  an  assessment  of  50  cents  per  month, 
beginning  with  May  1,  to  be  paid  to  the  inter¬ 
national  organization,  be  levied  upon  all  mem¬ 


bers  whose  contracts  extend  beyond  April  I, 
1908. 

“1  hat  those  members  for  whom  contracts  are 
made  to  take  effect  on  April  1,  or  thereafter, 
shall  be  required  to  pay  an  assessment  of  50 
cents  per  month,  beginning  with  the  first  month 
in  which  they  work  after  April. 

“That  the  international  executive  board  be 
given  authority  to  increase,  decrease  or  dis¬ 
continue  the  assessment  whenever  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  situation  may  require. 

“That  where  contracts  are  made  to  take  ef¬ 
fect  April  1  or  thereafter  the  miners  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  work  under  such  contracts. 

“That  where  contracts  have  not  been  made 
by  April  1,  and  joint  conferences  are  being  held 
at  that  time  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a 
contract,  the  district,  or  districts,  in  said  confer¬ 
ence  shall  have  authority  to  continue  at  work 
pending  the  result  of  such  conference. 

“That  where  no  contract  has  been  made  prior 
to  April  1,  and  no  joint  conference  is  being  held 
at  that  time  to  negotiate  a  wage  scale,  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  work  shall  take  place  until  an  agree¬ 
ment  has  been  secured,  except  where  joint  wage 
conferences  of  representatives  of  operators  and 
miners  of  districts  or  groups  of  districts  meet ; 
they  are  then  authorized  to  resume  operations 
pending  final  negotiations  and  signing  a  contract. 

“That  details,  not  herein  specified,  be  referred 
to  the  international  executive  board  and  the 
districts  affected  to  arrange.” 

No  action  was  taken  on  the  report,  but  it 
was  thought  that  it  would  be  adopted  today. 

Miners  Disappointed. 

The  invitations  extended  by  the  miners  to  the 
operators  for  a  joint  conference  March  24  was 
turned  down  by  Illinois,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 
The  Indiana  operators,  meeting  at  Terre  Haute, 
sent  word  that  they  were  willing  to  enter  into 
negotiations  for  a  new  scale.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Indiana  operators  are  anxious  to  have 
the  scale  question  settled  so  that  they  can  go 
right  ahead  without  a  strike  or  suspension.  At 
the  meeting  at  Terre  Haute  all  of  the  old  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Indiana  association  were  re-elected. 
It  is  said  that  practically  all  of  the  Indiana  opera¬ 
tors,  except  J.  C.  Kolsen  and  Phil  Penna,  fav¬ 
ored  accepting  the  miners’  invitation  to  enter  a 
joint  interstate  conference. 

The  miners  are  convinced  that  the  operators 
of  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Pennsylvania  do  not  want 
a  settlement  until  they  have  disposed  of  their 
surplus  coal. 


Pennsylvania’s  Attitude. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  March  19. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  local  coal  operators  held  a 
meeting  on  Tuesday  afternoon  in  the  general  of¬ 
fices  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  to  consider 
what  action  should  be  taken  by  them  in  regard  to 
the  invitation  sent  them  from  the  miners,  in  con¬ 
ference  at  Indianapolis  this  week,  to  meet  on 
March  24,  to  decide  on  a  wage  scale  to  become 
effective  when  the  present  agreement  expires  on 
April  1.  President  Mitchell  telegraphed  the  local 
operators,  hence  the  calling  of  this  meeting. 

There  has  been  a  strong  impression  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  among  the  operators,  that  should  they  sign 
an  agreement  for  a  period  of  two  years  in  the  face 
of  existing  conditions  in  the  financial  world, 
that  they  might  be  forced  to  operate  their  mines 
at  a  loss  for  several  months,  or  possibly  for  a 
much  longer  period.  For  this  reason  they  have 
not  been  anxious  to  go  into  a  wage  scale  confer¬ 
ence,  preferring  to  remain  in  the  background. 
Since  receiving  the  alternative  adopted  at  the 
convention  this  week,  they  have  made  little  or  no 
comment  other  than  the  answer  sent  to  the  con¬ 
vention  body. 

The  local  operators  spent  several  hours  at  the 
meeting  discussing  the  situation  in  detail,  and 
sent  the  following  telegram  to  President  Mitchell 
(Concluded  on  Page  23.) 
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General  Review. 


Although  the  Mines  Will  Be  Closed  Down 
Temporarily  Prices  Are  Not 
Influenced. 


Regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  mine  workers 
and  operators  have  not  yet  agreed  upon  a  wage 
scale  and  conditions  for  the  opening  of  the  mines 
the  coal  market  is  no  livelier  than  it  has  been  for 
the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  and  shows  little 
improvement  over  the  time  when  conditions  were 
worst.  Most  of  the  big  steam  users  have  con¬ 
tented  themselves  with  laying  in  such  additional 
supplies  as  would  be  called  for  by  the  maximum 
contract  requirements.  A  few  have  been  buying 
odd  lots  here  and  there,  but  in  the  main  they 
have  not  indulged  in  such  buying  as  would  re¬ 
move  the  surplus  and  increase  shipments  from  the 
mines.  The  retail  dealers  being  completely 
stocked  with  coal  and  having  a  very  scant  de¬ 
mand  on  account  of  the  warm  weather,  are  not 
taking  any  kind  of  domestic  coal  and  are  not 
thinking  it  necessary  to  increase  stocks  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  a  coming  shortage. 

The  only  factor  in  the  whole  situation  which 
apparently  is  buying  any  coal  at  all  is  the  railroad 
interest  and  only  those  carriers  which  did  not 
create  any  stocks  last  year  have  been  accumulat¬ 
ing  surplus  supplies.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
most  of  the  railroads  last  fall  laid  in  anywhere 
from  100,000  to  200,000  tons  of  coal  in  storage, 
depending  upon  this  to  carry  them  over  any  crisis 
in  the  winter’s  situation.  These  railroads  are  to¬ 
day  depending  upon  this  surplus  supply  which  has 
not  been  used  up,  to  tide  them  over  the  period 
when  the  demand  from  Ohio,  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Indiana  and  Illinois  is  likely  to  be  shut 
off.  There  is  some  reason  for  the  comfort  of 
consumers  as  far  as  coal  supply  is  concerned  in 
the  fact  that  only  four  states  are  going  to  be  tied 
up  by  any  labor  uncertainty,  the  others  continu¬ 
ing  to  produce  coal  and  thus  being  able  to  sup¬ 
ply  any  demand  which  would  not  normally  be 
supplied  by  the  idle  mines  in  the  four  states. 

As  to  labor  conditions,  mine  workers  are  show¬ 
ing  a  conciliatory  spirit.  They  started  out  by 
demanding  a  restoration  of  the  interstate  agree¬ 
ment  or  there  should  be  no  agreements  at  all. 
They  have  abandoned  this  position  completely 
and  are  now  willing  to  negotiate  even  by  states  or 
districts.  Where  district  negotiations  are  im¬ 
possible  they  are  even  willing  to  abide  by  indi¬ 
vidual  agreements.  They  even  go  so  far  as  to 
make  the  statement  that  providing  any  confer¬ 
ences  are  pending  on  the  first  of  April,  when  the 
present  contract  expires,  the  mine  workers  may 
be  permitted  to  work  under  the  old  scale  until 
there  is  some  definite  issue  from  the  pending  con¬ 
ference.  The  miners  could  not  have  backed  down 
much  more  completely  from  the  arbitrary  stand 
taken  originally  had  they  desired  to  do  so.  It 
is  entirely  dependent  now  upon  the  operators 
whether  the  mines  will  be  closed  after  the  first 
of  April.  In  view  of  the  internal  contentions  be¬ 
tween  the  mine  operators,  it  seems  now  entirely 
possible  that  the  suspension  of  mines  will  be 
much  shorter  than  originally  expected  and  it 
would  not  be  surprising  if  inside  of  three  weeks, 
all  labor  troubles  were  patched  up  and  the  mines 
were  again  operating  on  another  year’s  agree¬ 
ment. 

As  to  the  production  of  coal,  continued  ef¬ 
forts  have  been  made  to  curtail  the  output  of 
bituminous  coal,  but  there  has  been  such  a  lack 
of  harmony  among  the  operators  and  such  a 
lack  of  grasp  of  the  situation  as  a  whole  that  the 
market  has  been  constantly  overproduced  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  little  extra  buying  for  storage  has 
been  accomplished  without  influencing  prices 
one  way  or  the  other.  In  fact,  the  railroads 
bought  their  lump  coal  at  $1.15  to  $1.20  at  the 
mines,  which  is  about  $1.75  a  ton  below  the  prices 
obtained  for  the  same  quality  of  coal  this  time 
two  years  ago.  This  indicates  that  the  produc¬ 
tive  capacity  is  so  enormous  and  the  lack  of  un¬ 
derstanding  among  the  operators  is  so  complete 
that  even  with  a  temporary  suspension  in  the 
mines  there  can  be  no  permanent  improvement  to 
the. market  unless  the  operators  come  to  a  bet¬ 
ter  understanding  among  themselves  as  to  what 
they  will  do  during  the  summer  in  the  matter  of 
the  output  of  coal. 


Chicago  Market. 

Railroads  Buy  for  Storage  But  Other  Con¬ 
sumers  Seem  to  Have  Satis¬ 
fied  Needs. 

The  only  ripple  on  the  Chicago  coal  market 
this  week  was  caused  by  the  buying  of  the 
railroad  companies,  who  took  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  approximately  100,000  tons  of  coal.  This 
is  to  be  delivered  between  now  and  the  first 
of  April  at  prices  ranging  only  a  little  bit 
above  the  demoralized  values  of  the  last  few 
weeks.  Some  Springfield  lump  coal,  for  in¬ 
stance,  has  sold  at  $1.15  to  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines. 

The  manufacturing  concerns  are  wholly  in¬ 
different  or  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal  on 
hand  to  keep  them  comfortable  for  the  entire 
month  of  April  and  part  of  May.  The  Public 
Service  Corporations  which  of  course  must  have 
a  certain  amount  of  coal  on  hand  to  guard  against 
a  contingency,  have  been  taking  the  maximum 
contract  requirements  for  the  last  two  weeks  or 
such  a  matter,  and  have  been  picking  up  a 
little  demurrage  coal  here  and  there  until  now 
their  needs  are  covered  for  at  least  another 
month  or  two. 

It  seems  entirely  possible  now  that  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  mines  will  prove  inevitable, 
and  hence  some  of  the  stocks  of  coal  on  hand 
will  be  drawn  upon  rather  heavily  at  least 
during  the  first  week  or  two  in  April.  Ad¬ 
vices  this  week  indicate  that  Ohio  and  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  operators  have  not  been 
holding  aloof  intending  to  force  a  suspension 
of  the  mines,  but  because  they  have  not  cared 
to  recognize  President  Mitchell,  to  the  dis¬ 
comfiture  of  the  coming  president.  Present 
advices  are  that  these  mine  operators  are 
shortly  going  to  agree  with  the  mine  workers 
early  in  April  and  resume  operations.  The 
opening  of  mines  right  now  after  so  much  coal 
has  been  accumulated  for  storage  purposes  would 
be  only  to  invite  destruction  of  values. 

Anthracite  coal  has  been  unusually  quiet  be¬ 
cause  the  regular  circular  on  that  quality  is 
going  to  be  issued  the  first  of  April,  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  dealers  are  waiting  for  the  re¬ 
duced  price. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  has  been  spotty.  Some 
mines  have  overproduced  while  others  have 
been  able  to  find  a  market  for  their  surplus 
among  those  who  are  storing  against  the  strike. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks,  $2.50  to 
$2.75;  nut,  $2.40  to  $2.65;  l^-inch  steam  lump, 
$2.35  to  $2.65;  domestic  nut,  $2.50  to  $2.65. 

Third  Vein  coal  has  felt  some  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  possibility  of  a  suspension,  but  most 
of  the  demand  comes  in  the  form  of  increas¬ 
ing  contracts.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines: 
Mine-run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump, 
$2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  has  been  decidedly  variable, 
although  most  of  the  surplus  supplies  have 
been  cleaned  up  and  under  the  influence  of  a 
little  buying  for  storage  here  and  there  the 
prices  have  stiffened.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago : 
Mine-run,  $1.70  to  $1.75;  2— inch  egg  or  lump, 
$1.95  to  $2.05;  No  1  nut,  $1.85  to  $1.90;  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.35  to  $1.40. 

Springfield  coal  has  been  influenced  a  good 
deal  by  railroad  buying.  Some  of  the  compa¬ 
nies  have  been  taking  lots  of  considerable  size. 
This  has  had  the  effect  of  cleaning  up  all  of 
the  cheap  coal  on  the  market,  and  while  val¬ 
ues  are  only  slightly  higher  than  a  week  ago, 
the  tone  to  the  market  is  distinctly  improved. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.75; 
screenings,  $1.40;  nut,  $2.00;  egg  or  lump, 
$2.25;  l}4-inch  lump,  $1.95. 

Carterville  coal  is  a  little  better  this  week 
all  through.  The  difficulty  heretofore  has  been 
that  the  mining  companies  have  been  produc¬ 
ing  the  lump  coal  which  found  little  sale. 
They  are  now  running  almost  entirely  on  the 
mine-run  and  the  lump  is  cleaned  up.  On  mine 
shipments  for  Chicago  delivery  we  quote  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines:  Mine-run,  $1.00;  V/^-mch  screenings, 
60  to  65  cents;  lump  or  egg,  $1.15  to  $1.25. 

Clinton  coal  operators  are  sold  up  for  the 
next  week  or  ten  days  and  are  reserving  the' 
remainder  of  the  output  for  the  spot  market 


a  little  later  on,  preferring  to  take  advantage 
of  any  rise  which  may  come  before  the  first 
of  April.  The  market  has  been  strong  all  this 
week  and  has  moved  up  from  five  to  ten  cents 
a  ton  very  easily,  and  other  advances  are  in 
sight.  The  producing  companies  prefer  not 
to  quote  prices  now,  because  any  quotation 
made  probably  would  not  stand  over  night. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  has  been 
just  about  steady  all  through  the  week.  Prices 
have  not  changed  a  particle  one  way  or  the 
other,  although  of  course  the  tone  of  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  a  little  stronger,  due  to  the  influence  of 
the  coming  mine  suspension.  We  quote  un¬ 
changed  from  last  week  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  as 
follows:  Chunks  or  egg,  $2.30  to  $2.50;  steam 
lump,  $2.15  to  $2.40. 

Brazil  Block  is  entirely  a  weather  coal  and 
of  course  the  last  week  has  not  been  favorable 
to  any  domestic  producers,  temperature  being 
high  and  consumption  of  coal  reduced  to  the 
minimum.  Prices  in  Chicago  are  about  as 
they  were  a  week  ago,  ranging  from  $2.70  to 
$2.90  delivered. 

Eastern  Coals. 

The  Hocking  market  apparently  has  just 
been  tagging  along  this  week,  there  being  no 
large  demand  for  domestic  coal  and  conse¬ 
quently  both  shipments  and  sales  are  light. 
Some  ridiculously  low  prices  have  been  heard 
on  so-called  Hocking  coal,  the  grade  of  which 
is  under  question.  These  prices  have  been 
quoted  as  low  as  $2.80  delivered  in  Chicago, 
but  the  larger  producers  have  not  made  any 
alterations  below  the  circular.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago:  Standard  Hocking,  $3.15;  Jackson 
Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8,  34-inch  lump, 
$2.65  to  $2.75. 

Kanawha  coal  shipments  into  the  Chicago 
market  have  not  been  very  heayy  this  week, 
and  one  hears  of  less  price  cutting  than  was 
the  case  a  week  ago.  Producers  are  evidently 
aware  that  this  is  no  market  upon  which  to 
.attempt  to  force  coal  just  now.  Prices  range 
all  the  way  from  $3.00  to  $3.25,  according  to 
the  anxiety  of  the  shipper  or  jobber  to  get  rid 
of  coal  drawing  demurrage. 

The  Youghigheny  coal  that  is  coming  to 
this  market  is  still  being  for  those  who  have 
contracts,  and  consequently  the  supply  is  not 
overabundant  on  the  open  market.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  34-inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25; 
•)4-inch  steam,  $3.05  to  $3.15;  lJ4-inch  steam 
lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25.  It  would  take  several 
weeks  for  any  suspension  of  the  mines  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  Chicago  market  such  as  to  increase 
the  movement  of  some  of  these  eastern  coals 
to  supply  the  regular  trade. 

Smokeless  mine-run  prices  have  been  in  a 
demoralized  condition  all  week.  Shipments 
of  unsold  coal  into  this  market  have  been  un¬ 
usually  heavy  and  some  of  the  best  coal  com¬ 
ing  into  this  territory  has  been  slaughtered 
ruthlessly  as  far  as  price  is  concerned.  The 
highest  grade  of  smokeless  coal  has  been  sell¬ 
ing  freely  at  $1.00  to  $1.05  or  $1.10.  The  ab¬ 
solute  maximum  is  $1.20.  Some  very  good  coal 
has  been  sold  as  low  as  85  cents  to  90  cents, 
while  some  coal  which  is  not  entirely  up  to 
standard  has  dropped  as  low  as  75  cents  at 
the  mines.  The  new  circular  on  this  coal  of 
$1.25  for  mine-run  and  $1.60  for  lump  and  egg 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  will  go  into  effect  on  April  1. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  New  River  and 
Pocahontas,  mine-run,  $2.85  to  $3.15;  egg  or 
lump,  $4.05. 

Fairmont  coal  is  comparatively  firm,  but 
without  any  more  on  the  market  than  will  act¬ 
ually  meet  current  demands.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  34'inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25;  ^-inch 
steam,  $3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

The  coke  market  in  Chicago  is  all  flattened 
out.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  demurrage  coke 
on  hand,  which  has  to  be  sold  at  ridiculously 
low  figures.  The  prices  quoted  below  are 
about  what  would  be  charged  on  direct  ship¬ 
ments  from  the  oven,  but  these  prices  are 
shaded  on  demurrage  coke  all  the  way  from 
50  to  75  cents  a  ton.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  Connellsville,  $5.25;  Wise  County,  $5.00; 
West  Virginia,  $5.00;  48-hour,  $4.25;  by-prod¬ 
uct  foundry,  $4.25;  by-product  domestic,  $4.75, 
and  gas  house,  $4.50. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Manufacturing  Plants.  Resuming  Activity 
Increase  Their  Orders  for 
Coal  Delivery. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  March  19. 

The  local  bituminous  operators  report  generally 
that  they  have  been  busier  for  the  past  week  or 
so  than  at  any  other  time  during  several  months. 
The  continued  excellent  shipping  stage  on  the 
Ohio  river  has  entirely  cleared  the  local  harbor 
of  coal,  and  there  is  practically  none  to  be  seen 
in  any  of  the  local  pools.  So  much  has  been 
sent  out  within  the  past  few  weeks  that  sufficient 
time  has  not  elapsed  to  get  the  empties  back  into 
this  district,  so  that  many  of  the  river  mines  were 
closed  down  temporarily.  Now,  however,  that 
the  empties  are  coming  back  rapidly,  orders  have 
been  issued  to  start  these  mines  on  full  time,  in 
order  that  all  the  coal  that  can  be  mined  may  be 
brought  out. 

There  is  another  important  reason,  however, 
for  the  great  increase  in  the  number  and  size  of 
the  orders  that  have  been  placed  with  the  local 
operators,  and  that  is  that  practically  all  of  the 
hundreds  of  manufacturing  interests  throughout 
not  only  the  Pittsburgh  district,  but  to  the  south 
and  to  the  north  as  far  as  the  lakes,  have  in¬ 
creased  their  orders  several  fold  in  order  that 
they  may  store  the  coal  to  provide  fuel  for  the 
mills  in  case  there  is  a  strike  of  the  miners  on 
the  1st  of  the  coming  month. 

Manufacturers  are  determined  not  to  be  caught 
by  the  cessation  of  work  and  advance  in  prices 
should  the  conference  this  week  determine  that 
the  miners  will  walk  out  on  April  1,  and  they  are 
taking  as  much  coal  as  they  are  able  to  store  at 
their  various  plants.  Some  of  the  larger  steel 
concerns  have  stored  thousands  of  tons  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  two  weeks  will  provide  for  the 
storage  of  as  much  more.  The  iron  and  steel 
business  is  just  beginning  to  show  signs  of  re¬ 
vival,  and  it  would  be  disastrous  for  some  of 
these  concerns  to  be  forced  to  close  down  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  scarcity  of  fuel,  or  to  purchase  it  at 
panic  prices. 

Although  the  local  demand  has  increased,  there 
has  been  no  official  change  in  the  prices  as  quoted 
last  week.  Some  of  the  smaller  dealers  have  been 
stiffening  prices  somewhat,  but  no  advances  have 
been  asked  by  the  larger  concerns.  The  railroads 
have  been  helping  out  admirably  in  getting  out 
the  increased  tonnage,  and  a  large  number  of  ad¬ 
ditional  cars  have  been  pressed  into  service,  which 
the  carriers  are  moving  to  their  destinations  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Large  quantities  of  coal  were 
shipped  last  week  to  the  lake  regions,  where  it 
will  probably  be  stored  for  shipment  later  in  the 
season. 

A  peculiar  situation  presented  itself  last  week 
when  many  manufacturers  requested  the  traffic 
officials  of  the  railroads  to  permit  them  to  load 
coal  and  place  the  cars  on  their  sidings  without 
being  subject  to  the  usual  charge  for  demurrage. 
This  petition  came  before  the  Central  Freight  As¬ 
sociation,  which  has  been  in  conference  at  Chi¬ 
cago.  It  is  understood  that  the  association  was 
in  favor  of  aiding  the  manufacturers  in  case  there 
is  a  strike,  but,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  In¬ 
terstate  Commerce  Commission,  a  notice  of  thirty 
days  must  be  given  before  any  change  in  the  de¬ 
murrage  charge  can  take  effect.  Therefore,  the 
request  was  refused.  The  railroads  themselves 
are  storing  coal  in  considerable  quantities  for 
their  own  consumption  in  case  of  a  strike. 

The  coke  situation  has  shown  no  change  worthy 
of  mention  and  no  contracts  of  any  size  have 
been  placed.  There  is  also  no  immediate  change 
to  be  seen  in  looking  into  the  future.  The  pro¬ 
duction  in  the  Connellsville  district  increased 
somewhat  last  week,  as  did  the  shipments.  The 
gain  in  shipments,  however,  was  principally  on 
stock  coke,  which  has  been  allowed  to  run  rather 
low.  This  also  explains  the  gain  in  production. 
.  A  number  of  additional  plants  have  been  started, 
but  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  in  operation 
only  a  few  weeks  until  stocks  are  replenished. 
Prices  remain  about  the  same,  i.  e.,  $1.75  to  $1.90 


for  furnace  and  $2.25  to  $2.40  for  foundry,  all 
f.  o.  b.  ovens. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

W.  W.  Benson,  of  Ada,  W.  Va.,  a  prominent 
coal  operator  of  that  state,  was  a  business  visitor 
in  Pittsburgh  for  several  days  this  week. 

Practically  all  of  the  coal  mines  in  Lawrence 
county,  Pa.,  have  resumed  in  full,  owing  to  the 
general  resumption  at  the  many  mills  in  that  vi¬ 
cinity  and  several  hundred  cars  of  coal  are  being 
shipped  daily. 

Daniel  B.  Zimmerman,  a  well  known  dealer  in 
coal  properties  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  has  purchased 
a  tract  of  217  acres  of  coal  land  in  Quemahoning 
township  for  $10,778.  M.  J.  Fleegle  was  the 
former  owner. 

The  Brownsville,  Pa.,  mine  of  the  People’s 
Coal  Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  which  has  been 
closed  down  since  the  first  of  the  year,  resumed 
operations  in  full  last  week,  giving  employment 
to  over  500  men. 

R.  S.  Douglass,  C.  B.  Alexander,  W.  F.  Alexan¬ 
der,  W.  O.  White  and  J.  M.  White,  all  of  Clarks¬ 
burg,  W.  Va.,  have  incorporated  the  Lambert 
Run  Coal  Company,  of  that  city.  The  capital 
stock  is  $25,000. 

C.  Ward  Eicher,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  102  acres  of  coal  rights  in 
Springhill  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  for  $7,- 
500,  and  in  turn  transferred  the  property  to  F.  E. 
Hunt  and  other,  who  will  open  up  the  property 
this  summer. 

The  Dorsey  Coal  Company,  which  will  have  the 
general  offices  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  West 
Virginia  by  J.  C.  McKinley,  Nelson  C.  Hubbard, 
H.  B.  Lockwood,  B.  E.  Burt  and  L.  H.  Brown,  all 
of  whom  are  from  Wheeling. 

John  H.  Rae,  one  of  the  leading  anthracite  coal 
operators  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  is  spending  some 
time  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  is  registered  at  the 
Seventh  Avenue  Hotel.  He  is  examining  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  lands  in  this  part  of  the  state  and 
may  decide  to  make  some  extensive  purchases. 

Daniel  Howard,  of  Reynoldsville,  Pa.,  and  F. 
E.  Guthrie,  of  Marion,  Ohio,  have  purchased  the. 
holdings  of  the  Central  Fairmont  Coal  Company, 
of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  which  were  located  at  In¬ 
dustrial,  W.  Va.  The  holdings  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany  at  other  points  are  not  affected  by  the  trans¬ 
action. 

The  Valley  River  Coal  Company,  of  Clarks¬ 
burg,  W.  Va.,  has  been  incorporated  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  and  will  have 
the  general  offices  in  that  city.  The  incorpora¬ 
tors  are  J.  L.  Hixson,  Albert  Shupe,  Alvin  Rich, 
H.  N.  Wateer,  Wesley  Zaugg  and  W.  G.  Christy, 
all  of  Wooster. 

The  Edgewood  Coal  Company,  of  Cameron, 
W.  Va.,  has  been  incorporated  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  stock  of  $100,000  by  J.  L.  Phillips, 
C.  E.  Hutchison  and  F.  B.  Parriott,  all  of  Cam¬ 
eron  ;  W.  L.  Dieringer,  of  Wheeling  and  W.  A. 
McClumpy,  of  Moundsville,  W.  Va.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  operate  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Cam¬ 
eron. 

The  Stonega  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  which  has 
a  large  coking  plant  at  Stonega,  W.  Va.,  has 
been  awarded  contracts  which  aggregate  about 
eighty  cars  of  coke  per  day,  and  is  starting  all 
of  the  ovens  owned  in  that  vicinity.  These  ovens 
have  been  closed  down  for  many  weeks,  and  when 
they  are  all  fired,  as  they  will  be  within  a  few 
weeks,  over  2,000  men  will  be  at  work.' 

A  number  of  tests  are  being  made  of  the  coal 
underlying  the  farms  in  the  Fairchance  district, 
from  Bruceton  to  the  West  Virginia  state  line 
and  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  considerable 
activity  in  that  part  of  the  state  in  the  near  future. 
This  is  one  of  the  few  sections  of  the  coal  fields 
of  southwestern  Pennsylvania  that  has  never  been 
thoroughly  tested,  and  where  there  has  been  prac¬ 
tically  no  development. 

E.  L.  Cunningham  and  A.  G.  Newcomer,  both 
of  Dawson,  Pa.,  W.  R.  Hurst,  of  Scottdale,  Pa., 
G.  W.  Newcomer,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  and  H. 
R.  Hurst,  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  have  incorporated  the 
Pleasant  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  which 
will  open  and  operate  large  coal  properties  held 
and  controlled  in  the  Connellsville  region.  The 


capital  stock  of  the  new  company  is  $100,000, 
practically  all  of  which  is  paid  in. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  showed 
total  net  earnings  of  $2,118,225  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  December  31,  1907,  which  is  an  increase  of 
$187,790  over  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  surplus  for  the  year  was  $051,409,  which  was 
an  increase  of  42,700.  At  the  annual  meeting  the 
directors  declared  the  regularly  quarterly  dividend 
of  1J4  per  cent  on  the  common  stock  and  1% 
per  cent  on  the  preferred  stock. 

Work  has  been  started  on  the  new  coking 
plant  that  will  be  built  on  the  Brown  farm  ad¬ 
joining  Bridgeport,  Pa.  Harry  Brown,  a  well 
known  coal  and  coke  operator,  says  that  a  total 
of  about  700  ovens  will  be  built,  nearly  all  of 
which  will  be  completed  and  placed  in  operation 
this  summer.  The  site  of  the  plant  is  just  east 
of  the  Monongahela  river  and  close  to  the  rail¬ 
road,  so  that  the  shipping  facilities  will  be  of  the 
best. 

United  States  District  Judge  A.  G.  Dayton  has 
appointed  John  W.  Miller,  of  Grafton,  W.  Va., 
special  receiver  for  the  properties  located  in  West 
Virginia  and  owned  by  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Company,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  which  concern  has 
large  holdings  and  properties  in  this  vicinity. 
The  company  operated  large  mines  at  Victoria 
and  at  Lorentz,  W.  Va.,  and  which  are  valued  at 
about  $125,000.  The  company  was  thrown  into 
involuntary  bankruptcy  in  the  United  States  dis¬ 
trict  court  sitting  in  eastern  Pennsylvania  about 
three  weeks  ago. 

Attorneys  for  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  presented  a  pe¬ 
tition  in  the  United  States  district  court  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  on  Wednesday  morning,  asking  for  limita¬ 
tion  of  liability  under  the  admiralty  laws.  The 
petition  declares  that  suits  are  threatened  as  a 
result  of  the  sinking  of  the  tow  boat  Stella  Moren 
at  Dam  No.  2  on  March  7,  when  three  members 
of  the  crew  lost  their  lives.  Judge  Young  issued 
an  order  restraining  persons  from  entering  suit 
against  the  company  and  appointed  James  Hender¬ 
son,  J.  P.  Mehan  and  George  W.  Thomas  ap¬ 
praisers  to  determine  the  value  of  the  boat. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  state  mine  inspec¬ 
tors,  the  Dilworth  Coal  Company,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  has  secured  a  temporary  injunction  against 
the  Ten  Mile  Gas  Company,  of  Waynesburg,  Pa., 
restraining  the  latter  company  from  drilling  a  gas 
well  through  the  coal  owned  by  the  former  com¬ 
pany  at  Rice’s  Landing.  The  gas  company  drilled 
a  well  to  the  depth  of  800  feet  and  through  an 
abandoned  portion  of  the  mine  of  the  Dilworth 
Coal  Company.  The  mine  inspectors,  when  they 
discovered  that  the  well  had  been  drilled  through 
the  mine,  ordered  the  coal  company  to  proceed 
against  the  gas  company,  the  inspectors  claiming 
that  should  a  pressure  of  gas  be  found,  it  would 
escape  into  the  abandoned  portion  of  the  mine, 
and  from  there  find  its  way  into  the  chambers 
which  are  still  being  worked,  thus  endangering 
the  lives  of  the  workmen  therein. 

Plans  are  being  formulated  for  the  opening  of 
another  large  tract  of  coal  in  the  Cheat  river 
district,  West  Virginia.  The  coal  is  an  eight 
and  nine  foot  vein  in  Wharton  township,  and  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  finest  veins  in  the  state. 
The  coal  is  for  coking  purposes  and  as  soon  as 
the  entries  and  shafts  are  driven,  two  or  three 
large  coking  plants  will  be  started,  which,  it  is 
thought,  will  be  completed  and  shipping  coke  be¬ 
fore  the  close  of  the  present  year.  There  are 
about  30,000  acres  in  the  tract,  and  a  standard 
gauge  railroad  will  be  built  this  summer  by  the 
Youghiogheny  &  Cheat  River  Railroad  Company, 
which  will  be  twenty-five  miles  in  length  and  will 
penetrate  to  the  coal  fields.  The  company  own¬ 
ing  the  coal  lands  has  been  incoroporated  as  the 
North  Preston  Coal  Company,  and  is  composed 
of  the  Overholts  and  Keisters,  of  Scottdale,  Pa., 
G.  C.  Landis,  of  Connellsville  and  E.  W.  Mudge, 
of  Pittsburgh.  The  same  parties  are  also  behind 
the  construction  of  the  railroad. 


Natural  Gas  Sales. 

Pittsburgh,  March  19. — An  officer  of  one  of 
the  largest  natural  gas  companies  in  this  city, 
which  operates  over  a  stretch  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  miles,  says  that  the  present  month  shows 
quite  a  fine  increase  in  the  amount  of  gas  be¬ 
ing  used  under  their  manufacturing  schedule 
over  January,  a  good  indication  of  increased 
activity  in  the  general  run  of  manufacturing. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


Some  Grades  of  Coal  Are  Firmer,  the 
Better  Demand  Being  for  the 
Smaller  Sizes. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  March  19. 

Those  persons  who  are  well  informed  on  mar¬ 
ket  conditions  here  say  that  there  is  no  doubt 
that  an  improvement  is  noticeable  within  the  last 
ten  days.  Undoubtedly  this  is  due  largely  to  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  mining  situation,  and, 
discretion  being  the  better  part  of  valor,  con¬ 
sumers  of  coal  are  laying  in  a  little  extra  for  fear 
that  there  may  be  a  serious  suspension  of  mining 
operations  after  the  1st  of  April.  There  is  no 
denying  the  fact  that  certain  grades  of  fuel  are 
firmer  than  they  have  been  for  many  weeks,  this 
being  especially  true  of  first  class  run-of-mine. 
Reports  are  to  the  effect  that  $1.00  a  ton  is  the 
general  price  of  Kanawha  gas  run-of-mine  this 
week,  and  that  a  few  sales  have  been  made  at 
$1.05  and  $1.10  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Nut  and 
slack  is  fairly  active  at  a  minimum  of  65  cents 
with  high  grades  selling  at  75  cents  and  a  few 
sales  a  little  higher,  though  65  to  75  cents  is  the 
actual  market.  One  dollar  and  forty  cents  a  ton 
is  the  actual  price  of  standard  grades  of  Kanawha 
lump  coal,  and  coarse  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.60  a 
ton. 

As  noted  in  this  report  some  time  ago,  very 
little  contracting  has  been  done  this  year  because 
the  buyers  have  felt  that  prices  were  too  high  and 
that  they  would  be  able  to  contract  for  less 
money  if  they  waited.  Time  has  proved  that 
these  beliefs  have  been  verified  though  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  now  that  if  buying  for  the  season  or  year 
is  delayed  any  longer,  higher  prices  will  rule.  As 
a  consequence  a  number  of  astute  buyers  have 
been  closing  contracts  lately,  and  the  number 
of  opportunities,  for  contracting  with  large 
buyers,  has  been  increasing  rapidly  during  the 
last  two  weeks.  Buyers  have  put  off  con¬ 
tracting  so  long,  however,  that  the  coal  men 
now  hesitate  to  tie  themselves  up,  not  knowing 
what  the  miners  are  going  to  do  after  the  1st  of 
April. 


Smaller  Receipts  of  Coal. 

The  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce’s  records 
of  the  receipts  and  shipments  of  coal  during  the 
year  1907  were  made  public  this  week  and  show  a 
considerable  falling  off  for  the  year.  As  this 
report  has  always  been  made  in  bushels,  it  is  so 
continued,  much  to  the  inconvenience  of  most 
coal  men.  The  totals  of  the  various  kinds  of  coal 
are  as  follows : 


1907 

1906 

River  Receipts.  . 

Bushels 

Bushels 

Pittsburg  District  . 

_  30,726,000 

31,118,000 

Kanawha  . 

23,651,000 

Other  localities  . 

_  426,000 

1,970,000 

Total  by  river . 

Rail  Receipts — 

_  64,647,000 

56,739,000 

Kanawha  . 

_  46,573,000 

64,034,000 

Other  localities  . 

_  38,760,000 

53,184,000 

Total  by  rail . 

_  85,333,000 

117,218,000 

Total  receipts  . 

.  . .  .149,980,000 

173,957,000 

Bushels 

Receipts  of  coke  for  the 

year 

were . 

..  4,577,000 

Made  locally  . 

.  .  9,233,000 

The  total  receipts 

of  coal  at  Cincinnati  yearly 

for  10  years,  in  bushels, 

are : 

Receipts 

1898  . 

.  88,269,000 

1899  . 

.  83,820,000 

1900  . 

.  73,349,000 

1901  . 

.  91,391,000 

1902  . 

.104,600,000 

.112,352,000 

1904  . 

.118,184,000 

1905  . 

.160,820,000 

1900  . 

.173,957,000 

1907  . 

.149,980,000 

Clauss  Is  Lowest  Bidder. 

Much  to  the  surprise  of  many  coal  men,  The 
Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company 
was  the  lowest  bidder  on  furnishing  the  city  water 
works  with  coal  during  the  coming  year,  beating 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  by  the  margin  of  thirty-five  cents  a 
hundred  bushels.  The  river  company’s  bid  was 
$8.50  and  Clauss’  bid  $8.15  per  hundred  bushels 
delivered  in  the  iron  cars  at  the  foot  of  the  water 


works  incline.  Upon  tests  of  the  quality  of  the 
coals  furnished  by  the  two  bidders,  the  coal  of 
the  lowest  bidder  was  found  to  contain  more 
heat  units  than  the  other.  The  contract  has  not 
yet  been  awarded. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

H.  C.  Whetstone,  the  well  known  east  end  coal 
dealer,  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  a  pleasure 
trip  to  New  Orleans  and  other  southern  places. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife. 

The  Lackawanna  Coal  &  Land  Company  has 
taken  out  a  West  Virginia  charter  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $2,500,000.  R.  H.  Richardson,  E.  R. 
Calloway,  W.  T.  Stewart,  John  Wherl  and  L.  G. 
Summerfield  are  the  incorporators. 

J.  F.  Bedell,  formerly  manager  of  the  local  of¬ 
fice  of  The  Kanawha  Fuel  Company,  but  now  a 
prosperous  wholesale  merchant  of  Charleston,  W. 
Va.,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor  within  the  week. 
Mr.  Bedell  still  has  many  warm  friends  here. 

After  an  inactivity  of  several  months,  The 
Smoke  Abatement  League  has  caused  the  arrest 
of  The  L.  Schreiber  &  Sons  Company  and  Seder 
&  Co.  for  making  too  much  smoke.  It  is  reported 
that  a  number  of  "other  offenders  will  also  be 
prosecuted. 

William  Burlingham,  formerly  western  manager 
of  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  has  already  taken  his  place  in  the  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  office  of  the  company,  where  he  went 
to  relieve  his  uncle,  Mtorris  O.  Brooks,  who  has 
gone  to  Europe. 

The  Edgewood  Coke  Company  has  been  char¬ 
tered  in  West  Virginia  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000,  J.  L.  Phillips,  C.  E.  Hutchinson,  F.  B. 
Pariot  and  W.  L.  Dieringer,  of  Wheeling,  and 
W.  A.  McClumpy,  of  Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  be¬ 
ing  the  incorporators. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  general  sales  agent  of  The  Ken¬ 
tucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Company  and  manager 
of  The  Pocahontas  Company,  is  suffering  the  be¬ 
reavement  of  the  death  of  his  father,  who  died 
a  few  days  ago  in  New  Orleans.  The  elder  Mor¬ 
gan  was  prominent  in  the  civil  war. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company’s  harbor  tow  boat,  Fallie,  broke 
her  shaft  one  day  this  week  while  attempting  to 
deliver  a  tow  of  coal  and  narrowly  escaped  de¬ 
struction.  She  was  landed,  however,  without  loss 
to  her  tow  and  will  be  repaired  at  once. 

C.  R.  Saunders,  formerly  southern  manager  of 
The  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  now  eastern  man¬ 
ager  of  The  White  Oak  Coal  Company,  will,  on 
April  T,  become  the  eastern  manager  for  The  C. 
G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  this  city,  and 
retain  his  headquarters  at  Richmond.  Mr.  Saun¬ 
ders  is  widely  known  in  the  coal  trade  and  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  big  men  in  it. 

The  great  river  towing  steamer  Boaz,  coming 
down  the  river  from  Pittsburgh  with  an  immense 
tow  of  coal,  struck  the  pier  of  the  new  bridge 
at  Ashland  and  sank  five  coal  boats,  five  barges 
and  two  fuel  flats  loaded  with  coal.  The  loss  is 
said  to  amount  to  at  least  $75,000.  Part  of  the 
coal  can  be  recovered  when  the  river  falls.  The 
Boaz  added  to  her  tow  from  here  until  she  had 
upwards  of  675,000  bushels  of  coal  for  Louisville. 


New  Equipment  Notes. 

A  director  of  the  Illinois  Central  says  that 
the  board  of  directors  resolved  at  a  recent 
meeting  to  authorize  an  issue  of  $30,000,000 
equipment  trust  bonds  bearing  4  per  cent  in¬ 
terest,  to  mature  in  twenty  years,  the  company 
reserving  the  right  to  retire  the  bonds  at  the 
end  of  three  years  at  102J4. 

These  bonds  will  probably  not  be  offered  to 
the  public,  but  will  be  used  for  the  most  part 
as  collateral  for  note  issues. 

The  bonds  are  secured  by  Illinois  Central 
equipment  to  the  value  of  $40,000,000  free  of 
any  other  incumbrance. 


The  Pleasant  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of 
Philippi,  W.  Va.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $100,000  to  develop  coal  lands 
in  Barbour  county.  Its  incorporators  are  Messrs. 
E.  L.  Cunningham  and  A.  G.  Newman,  of  Daw¬ 
son,  Pa.;  W.  R.  Hurst  and  II.  R.  Hurst,  of 
Scottdale,  Pa.,  and  G.  W.  Newcomer,  of  Connells- 
ville. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  March  18. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  only  special  feature  of  the 
market  this  week  is  the  slight  slump  in  slack. 
In  spite  of  the  limited  demand  for  coarse  coal 
and  the  falling  off  in  operations  at  the  mines, 
slack  is  quite  plentiful  and  the  demand  has  de¬ 
creased  materially  within  the  last  few  days. 
This  slump  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
market  is  dull,  all  down  the  line  and  to  the  fur¬ 
ther  fact  that  run-of-mine  has  gone  so  low  that 
it  can  be  bought  at  a  price  lower  than  what  is 
asked  for  slack,  though  the  latter  has,  in  one  or 
two  instances,  been  sold  for  as  low  as  40  cents 
at  the  mines,  but  the  regulation  price  is  75  cents. 
Sales  of  Fairmont  ^  mine-run  for  75  cents  have 
been  reported. 

Though  in  a  few  instances  the  users  of  soft 
coal  are  laying  in  stocks  in  anticipation  of  the 
probable  strike,  the  majority  are  still  holding  off 
with  the  utmost  disregard  for  what  may  happen 
on  April  1.  Very  few  sales  are  being  made  and 
even  the  contract  business  is  very  slow.  The 
general  opinion  now  is  that  there  will  be  a 
period  of  inactivity  at  the  mines,  but  that  it  will 
not  be  of  long  duration.  It  is  reasoned  that  both 
the  operators  and  the  miners  in  the  organized 
districts  will  be  only  too  glad  to  get  to  work 
again  before  three  weeks  are  over — the  former  to 
prevent  the  West  Virignia  operators  from  taking 
the  cream  of  the  lake  business,  and  the  latter 
because  they  cannot  afford  in  these  times  of 
financial  stringency  to  stay  out  any  length  of 
time. 

Persons  who  have  visited  the  Chesapeake  Val¬ 
ley  and  the  Kanawha  district  deny  the  reports 
sent  in  last  week  from  Indianapolis  that  the  op¬ 
erators  along  the  C.  &  O.  and  N.  &  W.  have 
loaded  cars  with  coal  and  are  holding  them  ready 
to  send  out  as  soon  as  the  mining  operations 
cease.  One  prominent  shipper  said  that  between 
Huntington  and  Cincinnati,  as  he  was  passing 
along  on  a  train,  he  saw  cars  scattered  along  a 
distance  of  eight  miles  that  were  absolutely 
empty.  He  also  reports  that  the  Chesapeake  op¬ 
erators  are  not  mining  more  than  two  days  in 
the  week  and  have  laid  off  all  their  help,  except 
the  married  men.  A  week  ago  strike  talk  had  a 
tendency  to  strengthen  prices,  but  it  seems  now 
as  though  nothing  but  a  return  of  the  glacial 
period  and  a  positive  guarantee  of  a  six  months’ 
strike  would  have  any  effect  on  the  market. 
Everybody  is  lying  low  and  waiting  for  develop¬ 
ments.  It  has  been  intimated  even  that  the  large 
manufacturing  establishments  would  like  to  see 
a  strike,  so  that  they  could  have  an  excuse  for 
shutting  down.  In  fact,  everybody  has  got  sick 
and  tired  of  whistling  to  keep  up  his  courage 
and  the  situation  is  being  viewed  by  the  shippers 
with  Spartan  indifference. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

George  J.  Huebner,  of  the  Detroit  &  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  of  this  city,  is  spending  the  week 
in  Pittsburgh  in  the  interests  of  his  company. 

The  Noud-Kean  Company  is  the  name  of  a 
new  coal  concern  which  has  opened  an  office  in 
Detroit.  John  F.  Noud,  the  man  who  heads  the 
company,  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Grand  Ledge, 
Mich. 

R.  S.  McVeigh,  western  manager  of  the  Blaine 
and  the  Island  Creek  Coal  companies,  arrived  in 
this  city  on  Wednesday  morning  to  visit  George 
Parker,  the  Detroit  representative  of  those  con¬ 
cerns. 

The  retail  coal  firm  of  Horher  &  Esper,  who 
have  transferred  their  accounts  and  other  assets 
to  their  creditors,  have  made  the  latter  an  offer 
to  settle  at  forty  cents  on  the  dollar.  Their 
liabilities  will  not  go  over  $10,000. 

J.  F.  Orndorff,  assistant  to  the  vice-president  of 
the  Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company, 
has  come  here  from  Charlestown  to  establish  a 
branch  in  this  city.  As  soon  as  he  procures  of¬ 
fice  room  he  will  open  his  office  and  represent  the 
company  at  this  point  himself. 

More  good  news  has  been  received  by  the  ship¬ 
pers.  The  Pere  Marquette  railroad  has  decided 
to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Detroit  &  To¬ 
ledo  Shore  Line  and,  after  April  1,  will  cut  out 
the  charge  for  reconsignment  of  cars.  The  Mich-  * 
igan  Central  is  still  holding  out,  but  a  settlement 
will  probably  be  effected  with  that  road  at  an 
early  date. 
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Minneapolis  Trade. 


Illinois  Screenings  Are  Hard  to  Obtain, 
Some  Consumers  Taking 
Coarse  Coals. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March  19. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  strike  talk  seems  to  be  about 
the  only  feature  to  the  northwest  coal  market 
at  present.  Newspaper  dispatches  concerning 
the  probable  suspension  on  April  have  been 
meager,  and  steam  users  of  coal,  who  have  to 
provide  against  the  future,  are  making  inquiries 
as  to  the  probabilities  of  the  situation.  So  far 
interest  has  not  extended  much  beyond  the  in¬ 
quiry  stage.  A  few  forehanded  buyers,  who 
realize  that,  on  the  present  market,  they  are 
not  losing  anything  by  stocking  coal,  even  if 
there  is  no  strike  and  they  are  obliged  to  carry 
it  over  into  summer,  are  buying  a  small  tonnage. 

There  has  been  no  great  uplift  to  the  market 
and  if  anything,  coal  has  been  offered  a  trifle 
more  freely  at  a  slightly  lower  range  of  prices 
for  Illinois  and  Indiana  product  than  during  the 
previous  week.  Car-lot  buyers  will  probably  wait 
until  the  last  day  of  the  month  and  then  place 
orders,  expecting  they  will  be  taken  care  of  at 
low  prices  and  all  their  requirements  will  be  filled. 
In  this  they  may  meet  with  disappointment  as 
nearly  all  the  all-rail  companies  have  orders 
placed  with  them  for  shipment  as  late  in  the 
month  as  possible. 

In  the  dock  trade,  most  of  the  representatives 
of  local  companies,  are  in  the  east  consulting 
with  operating  officials  as  to  the  probabilities  of 
a  strike.  Until  they  return  with  a  better  idea 
of  the  labor  situation,  there  is  no  likelihood  of 
anything  definite  as  to  future  prices  for  Youghi- 
ogheny  and  Hocking  coal.  The  rumors  which 
prevailed  last  week  continue,  but  they  are  sim¬ 
ply  rumors,  due  to  inadvertent  remarks  of  sales¬ 
men  and  others.  Screenings  on  the  docks  are 
closely  cleaned  up  and  are  very  firm  command¬ 
ing  full  circular  prices  for  any  coal  that  is  of¬ 
fered.  Some  of  the  dock  shipping  companies 
are  supplying  about  half  of  the  tonnage  required 
of  them.  This  class  of  coal  is  going  into  stor¬ 
age  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  larger  sizes. 
Buyers  are  generally  those  who  use  a  large  ton¬ 
nage  and  can  not  afford  to  risk  running  out  of 
coal,  consequently  they  are  more  forehanded. 
Almojst  no  all-rail  screenings  are  obtainable 
from  any  of  the  mining*  states  south  of  here. 
Customers,  asking  for  quotations,  can  not  ob¬ 
tain  even  a  price  on  Illinois  and  Indiana  product 
due  to  the  demand  in  that  territory  and  naturally 
they  are  more  frightened  than  they  were  a 
week  ago.  The  consequence  will  be  that  some  of 
them  will  be  obliged  to  purchase  coarser  sizes 
of  coal  to  carry  them  through  the  suspension 
period  and  the  prices  of  those  sizes  ought  to 
advance,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month. 

Franklin  county  lump,  egg  and  three-inch  nut 
are  quoted  at  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
immediate  acceptance.  No  one  is  establishing 
quotations  in  force  till  April  1.  Carterville  lump 
and  egg  are  quoted  at  $1.25@1.50  i.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  according  to  the  field  in  which  the  coal 
originates.  Peoria  lump,  egg  and  nut  are  quoted 
at  $1.60@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  and  are  firm  at 
these  figures. 

Line-yard  companies  in  the  northwest  are  buy¬ 
ing  only  in  limited  supply.  Many  of  these  large 
companies  do  not  have  much  coal  business  dur¬ 
ing  the  spring  and  early  summer,  while  others 
have  a  large  stock  of  coal  on  hand,  which,  will 
last  them  through  a  suspension  of  sixty  to  ninety 
days,  even  though  they  do  not  buy  another  car 
in  the  meantime. 


News  in  Brief. 

Frank  Sullivan,  president  of  the  Sullivan  Coal 
Company,  Minneapolis,  is  in  Chicago  this  week 
on  a  business  trip. 

C.  G.  Hartin,  president  of  the  C.  G.  Hartin 
Coal  Company,  St.  Paul,  will  leave  early  next 
week  for  a  month’s  recreation  and  recuperation 
at  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

Bids  were  opened  by  the  city  council  last  Fri¬ 
day  night  to  supply  the  city  waterworks  of  Min¬ 
neapolis  with  coal  during  the  coming  year.  El¬ 
liott  &  Skellett  are  reported  to  be  the  lowest 
bidders  on  run-of-the  mine  Peoria  coal  at  $2.6214 


cents  per  ton  delivered  at  the  plant  on  a  B.  T.  U. 
basis.  Only  one  dock  company  submitted  a  bid, 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany,  on  Hocking  dock  run  coal  at  $4.10.  The 
contract  will  go  to  northern  Illinois  coal,  of 
which  about  8,000  tons  will  be  required. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  19. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Very  little  additional  interest  is  be¬ 
ing  shown  in  the  coal  market  this  week,  though 
prices  and  general  conditions  are  about  the  same 
as  they  were  last  week.  Buyers  in  general  have 
been  awaiting  the  reports  from  Indianapolis  be¬ 
fore  doing  any  further  in  the  buying  line.  To 
sum  the  market  up  for  the  week:  it  has  just  been 
holding  its  own  well.  However,  if  the  miners 
do  not  get  together  at  Indianapolis  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  the  buying  will  undoubtedly  be  very  heavy 
and  higher  prices  will  be  realized  before  the  end 
of  the  month. 

Prices  would  undoubtedly  be  a  great  deal 
higher  now  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  coal  is 
now  coming  in  in  larger  quantities  than  ever 
before.  Over  1,200  cars  or  46,341  tons  of  coal 
were  received  in  St.  Louis  on  the  16th  of  this 
month.  If  cars  were  not  so  plentiful  the  output 
would  be  cut  down  to  nearer  normal  and  better 
prices  would  be  realized.  Every  mine  in  the 
surrounding  districts  is  running  full. 

The  demand  from  railroads  has  fallen  off  a 
little,  as  the  old  orders  are  pretty  well  cleared 
up  and  they  are  waiting  events  at  Indianapolis 
before  placing  further  orders,  however  the  de¬ 
mand  from  industrial  plants  has  increased  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  take  care  of  all  the  coal  that  is  being 
produced. 

Lump  coal  is  in  good  demand  and  mine-run 
is  also  selling  freely.  Screenings  and  fine  coal  are 
in  very  stiff  demand  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  being  produced.  Two- 
inch  standard  screenings  are  now  bringing  50 
cents  at  the  mines,  which  is  the  high-water  mark 
of  the  year. 

Though,  in  the  matter  of  demand,  standard 
and  low-grade  coals  seem  to  have  the  prefer¬ 
ence,  the  buyers  of  high-grade  coals  have  gained 
considerable  strength,  of  late,  especially  on  mine- 
run  and  steam  lump.  The  price  on  Carterville 
mine-run  is  now  $1.00  at  the  pit,  which  is  quite 
an  improvement  over  85  cents  at  the  pit,  as  it 
was  several  weeks  ago. 

The  anthracite  salesmen  have  been  busy  of  late, 
but  people  here  are  too  busy,  trying  to  get  in  a 
“few  good  licks”  before  the  1st  of  April,  to 
be  bothering  about  next  year’s  anthracite  supply. 
Another  factor  is  that  all  dealers  have  stored 
their  yards  full  of  soft  coal  and  will  not  have 
any  room  for  anthracite  for  six  or  eight  weeks 
to  come.  Retailers,  who  do  any  contract  haul¬ 
ing,  are  busy  filling  up  the  office  and  flat  build¬ 
ing  with  enough  coal  to  last  them  until  after  all 
cold  weather  will  be  over.  Current  prices  are 
as  follows,  f.  o.  b  St.  Louis : 

Standard— -Six-inch  lump,  $1.77 ;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.47;  2-inch  lump,  $1.62;  mine-run,  $1.42;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.42;  nut  and  pea,  $1.32;  2-inch  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.12;  ^4-inch  slack,  87  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.S7; 
mine-run,  $1.52 ;  3-inch  nut,  $1.52. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  and  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut.  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump,  $2.12;  6-inch  egg,  $2.07;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97; 
2-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine-run,  $1.77;  2-inch  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Elmer  Martin  of  The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  is  in  town  now  looking  for  season  con¬ 
tracts. 

H.  Dale,  general  manager  of  the  St.  Louis 
Carterville  Coal  Company,  was  in  town  last 
Saturday. 

The  operators  of  districts  5  and  9  are  having 
a  meeting  a  Bellville  this  afternoon  and  are 
talking  over  the  matter  of  trying  to  increase  the 
machine  differential. 

Jos.  Parker  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal 
&  Tron  Company  is  in  town  rounding  up  the 
anthracite  business  for  next  season. 

The  Granite  City  Steel  Works  has  posted  a 


notice  to  its  employees  that  they  will  suspend 
operations  indefinitely  on  April  1,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  there  will  be  a  coal  strike  and  that  they 
will  be  unable  to  obtain  coal. 

E.  C.  Searls,  of  Crer,  Clinch  &  Company, 
Chicago,  is  back  in  town  after  settling  the  strike 
at  the  company’s  Majestic  mine  at  DuQuoin, 
Ill.  The  miners  had  been  on  a  strike  for  about 
a  month  on  account  of  a  dispute  over  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  powder  furnished.  The  miners  went  back 
to  work  without  getting  any  concessions. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  March  19 .—  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — How  the  mighty  have  fallen.  Six  months 
or  less  ago  the  dealer  had  to  get  down  on  his 
knees  and  beg  .for  coal,  and  now  the  sales 
agents  are  down  on  both  knees  asking  the 
dealer  to  help  them  out.  However,  as  all 
things  come  to  an  end  sometime,  the  coal  op¬ 
erators  are  living  in  hopes  that  sometime  in 
1908  they  will  be  able  to  say  to  the  buyer, 
“We  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  order,  and 
will  accept  it  subject  to  current  price  at  time 
of  shipment,  but  cannot  promise  when  that 
will  be.” 

The  weather  absolutely  refused  to  be  winter- 
ish.  Spring  suits  are  seen,  and  one  can  ex¬ 
pect  to  see  straw  hats  most  any  day.  Just  a 
little  fire  is  needed  in  one’s  furnace. 

Storage  prices  have  been  announced  of  $2.50 
for  lump  and  $2.00  for  nut.  If  a  strike  of  any 
reasonable  length  is  pulled  off  in  the  east,  it 
should  mean  a  good  business  for  Colorado  coal 
this  summer. 


Storage  Rates. 

Several  of  the  coal  companies  have  asked 
the  Colorado  &  Southern  and  the  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  railroad  to  make  a  storage  rate. 
They  certainly  would  be  wise  in  doing  it,  as 
the  rate  on  eastern  coals  into  competitive  ter¬ 
ritory  is  so  much  less  that  there  will  not  be 
much  Colorado  coal  stored  in  Kansas,  Texas 
and  Nebraska  unless  a  big 'inducement  is  of¬ 
fered  to  the  dealer.  These  two  roads  should 
share  in  this  inducement.  The  Burlington. 
Union  Pacific,  Missouri  Pacific,  Rock  Island 
and  Santa  Fe  will  not  ask  the  Colorado  roads 
to  join  them  in  storage  rates,  as  they  get  the 
long  hauls  on  coal  coming  in  from  the  east. 
So  it  means  that  the  two  Colorado  roads  will 
have  to  ask  the  foreign  roads  to  join  in  a 
storage  rate  on  Colorado  coal.  It  should  be 
done  quickly. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Superintendent  O’Neill  says  he  will  begin 
rebuilding  at  once.  The  washery  at  Sopus 
was  one  of  the  best  owned  by  the  Colorado 
Fuel  &  Iron  Company,  and  was  built  twelve 
years  ago.  The  loss  is  well  covered  by  insur¬ 
ance. 

The  United  States  supreme  court  has  set 
October  13  as  the  date  upon  which  will  be 
heard  all  the  appeals  from  Judge  Lewis’  de¬ 
cisions  in  the  coal  land  cases.  The  question 
of  the  consolidation  of  the  cases  will  come  be¬ 
fore  the  court  before  the  hearing  starts.  The 
supreme  court  turned  down  the  request  of 
United  States  Attorney-General  Bonaparte  to 
set  the  cases  for  April  6. 

On  the  night  of  March  16  the  Sopus  mine  of 
the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Company  was  vis¬ 
ited  by  a  serious  fire,  which  completely  de¬ 
stroyed  *the  coke  washery,  the  engine  and 
boiler  room,  the  tipple  and  chemical  labora¬ 
tory.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $125,000,  and 
nearly  300  men  have  been  thrown  out  of  em¬ 
ployment.  The  fire  was  discovered  by  the 
night  watchman,  who  saw  the  flames  break 
out  from  the  third  floor  of  the  washery.  He 
blew  the  fire  whistle  and  the  entire  male  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  company  engaged  in  an  effort 
to  save  the  adjoining  buildings.  The  com¬ 
pany’s  office  was  saved  by  a  liberal  use  of  dy¬ 
namite.  The  fire  was  very  spectacular,  the 
flames  being  plainly  visible  in  Trinidad,  five 
miles  away.  This  is  the  second  disastrous  fire 
of  the  C.  F.  &  T.  Co.  in  southern  Colorado 
within  two  months,  as  the  washery  at  El  Moro 
was  burned  some  time  ago,  entailing  a  loss  of 
$100,000  and  throwing  200  men  out  of  em¬ 
ployment. 
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Bluefield  Notes. 


Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  March  18. — While  every 
one  is  very  busy,  at  present,  figuring  on  con¬ 
tracts  there  is  comparatively  little  coal  moving 
and  this  tonnage  is  principally  being  consigned 
on  old  contracts  expiring  April  1.  The  new 
circular  for  this  year’s  contract  was  published 
last  week  and  as  was  generally  expected  the  fig¬ 
ures  show  a  reduction  of  approximately  fifteen 
cents  a  ton  over  last  year.  The  prices  on  Poca¬ 
hontas  line  trade  are  as  follows:  From  April  1 
to  September  1,  1908,  $1.10;  from  September 
1,  1908,  to  March  31,  1909,  $1.25. 

This  will  require  the  Thacker  and  Clinch  Val¬ 
ley  people  making  their  figures  about  twenty-five 
to  thirty-five  cents  per  ton  less  on  contract  busi¬ 
ness.  and  already  every  one  is  beginning  to  feel 
that  to  close  any  desirable  contracts  this  year, 
will  occasion  a  lot  of  very  close  figuring.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  strike  talk  in  the  west,  no  one 
seems  to  be  taking  the  matter  seriously,  and 
prices  are  about  the  same,  and  no  increase  in 
tonnage  is  reported  in  this  direction.  What  ef¬ 
fect  the  lake  business  this  vear  will  have  on  this 
market  is  only  problematical,  as  it  is  a  little 
earlv  to  foretell  prices,  although  from  indica¬ 
tions  it  looks  verv  much  as  though  very  low 
prices  will  prevail.  There  is  still  a  lot  of  Poco- 
hontas  and  other  coals  from  this  section  in  De¬ 
troit.  Chicago  and  other  cities  in  the  west  on 
hand  awaiting  consignment,  and  the  prices  that 
will  be  realized  on  most  of  it  will  not  help  the 
market  anv  other  than  the  fact  that  the  coal  is 
disposed  of.  Coke  business  is  beginning  to  pick¬ 
up,  but  as  yet  it  has  not  reached  anywhere  near 
its  normal  state. 


Personal  Mention. 

R.  B.  Alsover,  president  of  the  South  &  West 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Big  Stone  Gap.  Va., 
and  Bluefield,  W.  Va..  has  returned  to  Big  Stone 
Gap  after  an  extended  trip  to  Florida  and  other 
points  in  the  South.  _ 

Tt  is  rumored  that  L.  F.  Tierney  and  W.  C. 
Stevenson  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  H.  M.  Myers 
of  Yukon.  W.  Va.,  three  operators  in  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  field,  have  disposed  of  (heir  stock  in 
the  Consolidated  Fuel  Company,  and  withdrawn 
from  that  company. 

D.  M.  Miller,  late  of  Rogers.  Brown  &  Com¬ 
pany,  of  this  citv,  has  accepted  a  position  as 
general  manager  for  the  Crescent  Fuel  Company, 
of  this  city,  taking  the  place  of  W.  T.  Cofer,  who 
has  resigned.  Mr.  Miller’s  experience  in  the  past 
augurs  well  for  a  very  promising  and  successful 
career  in  the  future,  which  together  with  com- 
panv’s  standing,  in  this  market,  will  continue  to 
make  them  a  very  important  factor  with  the 
trade. 


Tennessee  Situation. 


Memphis.  Tenn.,  March  19 .—  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.')— The  season  in  Memphis  has  alto¬ 
gether  been  a  poor  one  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  coal  men.  Prices  have  been  very  low 
and  the  demand  moderate,  despite  the  recur¬ 
rence  of  bad  weather  when  least  expected  by 
the  coal  dealers.  At  this  time  the  interests 
here  are  looking  forward  to  the  April  1  tie- 
up  in  the  Kentucky  field,  which  will  give  a 
tendency  toward  a  stronger  market.  The  re¬ 
tail  yards  here  have  verv  little  coal  left  in 
them.  The  river  business  has  been  larger  than 
usual  this  season.  The  steam  coal  trade  is 
improving  with  better  industrial  conditions. 


Personal  Notes. 

N.  L.  Pierce,  president  of  the  Pierce  Coal 
Company,  of  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  B.  W. 
Pierce  have  gone  to  Lynn,  Ala.,  to  look  after 
some  developments  in  the  coal  lands  they  own 
at  the  latter  point. 

The  United  States  Steel  Corporation  is  re¬ 
puted  to  have  procured  an  order  for  120,000 
tons  of  coke  for  El  Paso,  Texas  and  Monterey, 
Mexico,  delivery,  the  order  to  be  executed  in 
10.000  ton  lots  from  now  until  completion. 

The  Evansville  Coal  Company  has  sold  its 
mines  at  Evansville  to  the  Lauderbach  Coal 
Company  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  company  will  at  once  assume  control  of 


the  mines  and  run  them  to  their  full  capacity. 

The  Clinchfield  Coal  Corporation,  which  is 
allied  with  the  Ryan  and  Carter  interests  of 
Johnson  City,  East  Tennessee,  and  which  owns 
300,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Southwest  Vir¬ 
ginia,  is  actively  preparing  to  open  its  mines 
next  year.  This  is  a  $30,000,000  corporation 
and  is  headed  by  George  L.  Carter,  and  for 
the  development  of  which  property  the  South 
&  Western  Railroad  is  being  built. 

Dr.  Fred  Reis,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  se¬ 
cured  the  coal  rights  on  4,000  acres  of  land  in 
Union  county,  Kentucky,  and  will  organize  a 
company  with  a  capital  stock  of  $300,000  and 
develop  the  coal  mines.  The  lands  secured 
formerly  belonged  to  the  W.  P.  Bush  Coal  & 
Mining  Company.  The  opening  of  the  new 
mines  will  mean  much  for  Uniontown,  as  it  is 
in  the  center  of  the  region  to  be  developed. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  March  19. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Most  of  the  local  coal  dealers  are  con¬ 
fidently  expecting  a  suspension  of  operations  to 
take  place  on  the  first  of  April  or  soon  thereafter. 
This  fact  is  not  frightening  consumers  very  badly, 
however,  and  they  are  not  stocking  up  as  strongly 
as  had  been  anticipated,  because  they  feel  certain 
that  they  will  be  able  to  obtain  plenty  of  coal 
from  West  Virginia,  no  matter  what  else  may 
happen.  The  large  railways,  the  electric  roads 
and  electric  light  plants  are  preparing  for  an 
emergency  by  laying  in  some  stores,  and  some 
of  the  factories  are  also  laying  in  some  stock, 
but  in  most  cases  the  amount  stored  will  not  ex¬ 
ceed  a  thirty-day  supply. 

Business  is  not  rushing,  although  some  con¬ 
cerns  report  a  better  showing  for  March  than 
they  had  in  February.  Domestic  trade  is  very 
light  and  steam  coal  business  is  barely  holding 
its  own.  Prices  on  Hocking  are  being  quoted : 
Domestic  lump,  $1.35;  mine-run,  $1.00  to  $1.10; 
and  steam  coal  from  95  cents  to  $1.10  at  the 
mines.  Concessions  are  even  being  made,  in  some 
quarters,  from  these  quotations. 

The  number  of  contracts  being  signed  up  is 
far  less  than  is  ordinarily  the  case  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  It  has  been  customary  to  sign  up  many 
of  the  local  contracts  to  take  effect  on  April  1, 
but  there  is  no  haste  now.  The  delay  seems  to 
be  equally  agreeable  to  operators  and  consumers, 
the  former  refusing  to  sign  up  at  the  present  bed 
rock  prices  for  the  entire  year  to  come,  and  the 
latter  refusing  to  contract  at  a  higher  price. 

The  first  lake  boats  of  the  season  are  now  load¬ 
ing  at  the  docks,  but  it  is  understood  that  aside 
from  a  few  tramp  vessels  there  will  be  very 
little  doing  in  lake  shipments  before  the  middle 
of  June,  anyhow,  if  shipments  are  not  even  de¬ 
layed  to  a  later  date. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

William  Witzler,  of  Perrysburg,  and  well  known 
in  local  coal  circles,  was  a  Toledo  visitor  yester¬ 
day. 

Local  offices  received  a  call  from  J.  J.  Carson, 
a  prosperous  retail  dealer  from  Grand  Rapids, 
Ohio,  this  week. 

William  J.  Gebhart,  of  Detroit,  called  on  the 
local  coal  offices  today,  looking  up  trade  for  the 
Luhrig  Coal  Company. 

Joseph  Mitcheltree,  local  manager  of  the  M.  A. 
Hanna  &  Co.  coal  company,  was  called  out  of 
the  city  on  business  today. 

W.  R.  Taylor,  representing  the  W.  R.  Johnson 
Coal  Company,  of  Detroit,  was  in  the  city  this 
week  looking  after  the  interests  of  his  company. 

C.  R.  Lewis,  representing  the  coal  concern  of 
Black,  Sheridan  &  Wilson,  of  Baltimore,  was  in 
the  city  yesterday  to  secure  orders  for  steam 
and  blacksmith  coal. 


Clearfield  Coal  Lands. 

Pittsburgh,  March  19.— An  effort  is  to  be  made 
to  develop  on  a  large  scale  the  coal  lands  in 
Clearfield  county,  Bradford  township,  which 
have  been  mined  in  a  small  way  for  some 
years.  A  company  composed  of  Reading  inter¬ 
ests  has  purchased  the  coal  rights  under  2,000 
acres  and  will  open  large  workings  as  soon  as 
additional  property  is  secured. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Program  for  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Re¬ 
tailers  Is  Arranged— New  Lands 
to  be  Opened. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  March  19. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  largest  meeting  of  coal  men 
ever  held  in  the  south  will  be  that  which  will  be 
held  in  Knoxville,  April  14,  15  and  16.  It  will 
be  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Southeastern  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  and  the  Kentucky  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association.  The  coal  operators  are 
going  to  provide  entertainment. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  last  to  arrange 
the  program,  that  is,  the  joint  features  of  it. 
Each  society  will  have  its  sepecial  program,  but 
there  will  be  welcome  addresses,  general  ad¬ 
dresses,  social  features,  etc.,  that  will  include  all. 

The  general  outline  of  the  program  as  arranged 
by  President  Yarbrough  and  Secretary  Plane,  of 
the  Southeastern  Association  and  by  President 
Roth  and  Secretary  Tabb,  of  the  Kentucky  As¬ 
sociation,  together  with  Messrs.  Mahan,  Davies 
and  Raht,  operators  of  Knoxville,  is  as  follows : 

Wednesday,  April  14,,  morning  session,  welcome 
addresses,  responses  and  address  possibly  by 
President  Cobb,  of  the  international  association. 
Wednesday  afternoon  a  business  session  of  the 
two  organizations.  Wednesday  night  a  banquet 
as  the  guests  of  the  coal  operators.  Thursday 
afternoon,  a  trip  by  trolley  around  the  city  and 
boat  ride  on  the  Tennessee  river.  Thursday 
night,  a  koruskation  of  Kokoals.  A  number  will 
be  initiated.  Friday  morning  a  trip  to  the  mines 
and  a  day  spent  sight-seeing  as  the  guest-s  of  the 
operators. 


Opening  New  Lands. 

George  L.  Carter,  president  of  the  South  & 
Western  railroad,  has  purchased  another  large 
area  of  coal  lands  in  southwestern  Virginia  pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  completion  of  the  railroad  and  the 
consequent  development  of  the  coal  properties  of 
that  region.  The  opening  of  the  mines  will  be¬ 
gin  at  once  and  it  is  supposed  that  by  the  time 
the  railroad  is  in  operation  Mr.  Carter  expects 
to  come  within  the  rulings  of  congress  and  get 
out  of  the  railroad  business  or  the  coal  business. 

Tt  is  announced  that  this  new  line  for  coal  de¬ 
velopments  of  the  south  will,  at  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  stockholders,  to  be  held  in  a  few  days, 
increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  road  three  times 
over,  increase  the  construction  force  to  double 
what  it  is  at  present  and  inaugurate  the  con¬ 
struction  necessary  to  carry  the  line  to  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.  Of  course,  as  soon  as  the  present  ex¬ 
tension  is  comnleted  the  line  will  reach  connec¬ 
tions  which  will  make  it  possible  to  get  into  the 
coal  market. 


To  Invade  the  North. 

Some  of  the  mines  of  this  region  are  hastening 
the  installment  of  machinery  to  be  ready,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  to  be  in  the  northern  market  if  a  suspension 
occurs.  Coal  operators  throughout  this  region 
are  looking  forward  to  a  possible  suspension  and 
central  western  territory  which  they  can  reach 
and  will  give  every  ounce  output  that  they  can 
handle. 

Anticipating  that  there  will  be  a  shut-down 
and  that  the  price  of  coal  in  the  southeast  will 
advance,  orders  have  been  coming  in  more  freely 
and  opportunities  for  contracts  are  increasing. 


Commission  Sustained. 

Indianapolis,  Tnd.,  March  18. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  Appellate  Court  today  sus¬ 
tained  the  decision  of  the  railroad  commission 
reducing  the  freight  on  coal  twenty  per  cent 
on  the  Southern  road  between  New  Albany  and 
B'ooneville.  The  decision  was  one  of  the  first 
reached  by  the  commission  and  it  has  been 
contested  for  two  years  in  court. 

The  petition  for  a  reduction  in  rates  was  filed 
bv  Edward  Slider,  a  coal  dealer  at  New  Albany. 
The  railroad  company  insisted  that  the  commis¬ 
sion  was  without  authority  to  lower  the  rates. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 


The  Situation  Is  Fraught  With  Uncertain¬ 
ty  But  Prices  Have  Stiffened 
Only  a  Little  in  Spots. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  March  18. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  situation  of  this  vicinity 
is  now  dominated  completely  by  uncertainties 
incident  to  the  expiration  of  the  wage  scale. 
The  feeling  reached  a  stage  of  some  excitement 
this  week.  Continued  heavy  buying  from  rail¬ 
roads,  especially,  put  the  market  on  its  mettle. 
The  stiffening  went  to  the  extent  of  elevating 
prices  five  and  ten  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Orders  continue  better  than  for  some  time. 
Some  dealers  look  for  as  much  as  a  twenty  per 
cent  increase  in  mine  prices  before  April  1.  This 
word,  passed  along  trade  channels,  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  decidedly  buoying  effect.  The  advance  per 
ton  this  week  on  Ohio  and  Pittsburgh  coals 
makes  the  mine  figure  of  No.  8,  $1.10,  $1.20  and 
$1.30,  and  that  of  the  Pittsburg,  $1.20,  $1.30  and 
$1.40  for  run-o-mine,  J^-inch  and  lj^-inch. 
Slack,  which  was  recently  selling  at  70  and  75 
cents  a  ton,  is  now  firm  at  80  cents  at  the  mines. 

The  sentiment  prevails  here  that  there  will  be 
a  suspension  of  mines  from  six  to  eight  weeks. 
Some  dealers  are  stocking  up  with  a  ninety-day 
supply.  A  majority  of  manufacturing  interests 
are  acting  in  accord  with  their  beliefs  that  sup¬ 
ply  will  be  cut  off  for  several  weeks.  Some  rail¬ 
roads  are  storing  in  their  own  cars  and  filling  up 
their  sidings.  The  Nickel  Plate  and  Lake  Shore 
roads  have  been  among  the  heaviest  buyers  of 
late. 

Notwithstanding  this  storing  and  stocking  up 
prior  to  April  1,  less  than  two  per  cent  of  the 
industrial  tonnage  usually  under  contract  at  this 
period  has  been  spoken  for.  No  agreements  are 
being  made  pending  the  outcome  of  the  present 
situation. 

Answer  of  Operators. 

“No  8  operators  are  in  favor  of  an  interstate 
agreement  but  owing  to  the  differences  existing 
in  some  states  we  do  not  see  how  an  agreement 
can  be  reached  this  month.” 

The  foregoing  is  the  message  wired  to  the  Mine 
Workers  in  convention  at  Indianapolis,  late  Mon¬ 
day.  The  meeting  of  No.  8  operators  was  held 
here  in  the  office  of  the  Youghiogheny  &  Ohio 
Coal  Company. 

“We  referred  in  the  message  to  differences  be¬ 
tween  operators  and  miners  in  Illinois,”  said 
Frank  M.  Osborne,  president  of  the  Y.  &  O.  Com¬ 
pany,  in  explanation.  “Each  time  we  have  gone 
to  Indianapolis,  the  Illinois  operators  objected 
that  they  had  not  arranged  differences  with  their 
miners  and  were  not  ready.” 


The  Lake  Tonnage. 

Coal  carriers  for  the  first  lake  trip  are  in  good 
demand  and  cargoes  are  offered  pretty  freely 
at  Ohio  ports.  The  vessel  owners  are  in  no 
hurry  to  load  on  account  of  uncertainties  ex¬ 
isting  at  this  time,  generally.  Local  coal  shippers 
have  covered  a  block  of  coal  by  freight  contracts 
and  season  rates  to  the  leading  ports  for  1908 
have  been  fixed.  Vessel  capacity  to  move  about 
a  half  million  tons  of  coal  has  been  chartered 
and  the  carrying  charges  are  the  same  as  last 
season.  It  is  understood  that  the  coal  that  has 
been  covered  was  taken  by  Cleveland  vesselmen. 
The  charters  were  made  at  thirty  cents  from  this 
and  other  Ohio  ports  to  the  head  of  Lake  Super¬ 
ior  and  forty  cents  to  Milwaukee. 


Personal  Mention. 

Lute  Hornickel,  mining  superintendent  of  the 
M.  A.  Hanna  Company,  was  in  Pittsburgh  this 
week. 

John  H.  Jones,  president  of  the  Pittsburgh  & 
Buffalo  Company,  Pittsburgh,  was  in  the  city 
this  week. 

W.  B.  Palmer,  western  sales  agent  of  the  D. 
L.  &  W.  at  Detroit,  was  in  Cleveland  three 
days  this  week. 

Among  visitors  in  the  city  last  week,  calling  on 
the  coal  trade,  were  President  Hitchcock,  of 
the  Port  Clinton  Coal  &  Lumber  Company,  Port 
Clinton,  and  George  Stack,  coal  dealer,  of  Lorain. 

It  will  be  weeks  before  the  end  of  the  trial  of 


retail  coal  men  here  for  alleged  violation  of 
anti-trust  laws.  The  defense  is  half  through  with 
its  testimony  and  the  state  will  put  several  more 
witnesses  on  in  rebuttal.  A  hard  fight  is  being 
made  for  the  coal  men  by  Attorney  W.  H.  Boyd. 
L.  D.  Waters,  of  the  Prospect  Coal  Company, 
yesterday  brought  his  books  into  court  and 
showed  prices  at  which  he  sold  coal  in  1904. 
They  were  much  the  same  as  the  prices  of 
J.  V.  N.  Yates.  Waters  declared,  however,  that 
he  reached  his  figures,  independently.  The  pro¬ 
secution  tried  to  show  that  Waters’  cuts  aver¬ 
aged  but  one  in  every  100  tons  sold. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Kansas  City,  March  19.—t(Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Optimism  is  no  more  prevalent  among 
coal  dealers  now  than  it  has  been  at  any  time 
during  the  winter  of  unseasonable  weather.  With 
a  strike  immenent  and  prices  not  as  high  as  they 
should  be,  dealers  are  beginning  to  believe  that 
the  year  has  had  a  very  poor  start.  The  price 
list  remains  steady  at  the  same  figures  that  have 
held  for  several  weeks.  Local  business  is  still 
dull  for  although  the  first  few  days  of  March 
held  out  a  promise  of  a  blustering  month,  the 
weather  has  relapsed  to  a  summer-like  balminess. 
That  a  few  dealers  are  willing  to  declare  that 
the  winter  has  been  about  the  worst  for  their  busi¬ 
ness  they  have  yet  experienced. 

The  curtailment  of  the  expenses  in  railroad 
circles  has  had  an  effect  on  the  railroad  demand 
for  coal.  Tt  is  probably  slacker  for  this  time  in 
the  year  than  it  has  been  for  some  years.  Many 
western  roads,  however,  have  stored  large 
amounts  of  coal. 


Settlement  Arranged. 

A  settlement  has  been  arranged  by  the  parties 
interested  to  end  the  litigation  regarding  the 
Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  which  grew 
out  of  the  failure  of  C.  J.  Devlin.  The  coal  com¬ 
pany  was  a  Devlin  institution  and  the  final  ar¬ 
rangements  for  settling  the  property  will  soon  be 
completed.  The  property  involved  consists  of 
several  blocks  of  ground  in  Kansas  City.  The 
litigation  grew  out  of  the  claims  of  the  following 
for  the  property:  Trustees  of  the  C.  J.  Devlin 
estate ;  trustees  for  W.  E.  Thomas ;  Kansas  City 
Coal  &  Coke  Company;  The  Bankers’  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  Kansas  City ;  American  National  Bank, 
Kansas  City;  J.  H.  Moore,  Kansas  City;  Central 
National  Bank,  Topeka;  dower  rights  of  Mrs. 
Devlin  and  Mrs.  Thomas. 

A  holding  corporation  is  to  be  formed,  which 
will  have  absolute  control  of  this  property.  Stock 
in  this  company  will  be  issued  as  follows :  Dev¬ 
lin  trustees,  30  per  cent ;  Kansas  City  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  33^  per  cent;  E.  R.  Thomas,  25 
per  cent.  The  balance  to  be  divided  among  the 
banks,  according  to  their  interest.  The  per  cent 
given  is  that  arranged  by  the  different  interests 
as  to  the  value  of  the  lien  which  each  holds 
against  the  property. 

Many  suits  now  pending  in  the  courts  over  this 
property  and  the  settlement  will  mean  the  dis¬ 
missal  of  all  of  these.  The  attorneys  have  been 
working  on  a  plan  of  settlement  which  would  de¬ 
termine  the  exact  interest  which  each  claimant 
had,  and  this  plan  was  decided  upon  as  the  equit¬ 
able  division  of  the  property.  Representatives  of 
each  interest  will  be  selected  as  members  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  holding  corporation. 


To  Push  Construction. 


New  York,  March  19. — The  South  &  Western 
Railroad  Company,  one  of  the  properties  of  the 
Cumberland  corporation,  a  $40,000,000  concern 
in  which  New  York  banking  interests  are  the 
controlling  factors,  has  filed  papers  in  Nashville, 
renn.,  changing  its  name  to  the  Carolina,  Clinch- 
field  &  Ohio  Railway  Company,  and  at  the  same 
time  obtaining  authorization  to  increase  its  capi¬ 
tal  stock  from  $7,000,000  to  $27,000,000,  of  which 
$15,000,000  is  6  per  cent  preferred  stock  and  $12, 
000,000  common  stock. 

The  road  will  traverse  the  extensive  coal  lands 
of  the  Clinchfield  Coal  Corporation,  also  owned 
by  the  Cumberland  Corporation,  and  will  extend 
from  Elkhorn  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  to 


Spartanburg,  S.  C.,  on  the  Southern  railroad  and 
the  Atlantic  Coast  Line.  Of  the  total  projected 
mileage  of  285  miles  there  is  already  in  opera¬ 
tion  67  miles  from  Johnson  City,  Tenn,  to  Alta- 
pass,  N.  C.  Construction  is  well  under  way  on 
139  miles  more  of  the  line. 

It  is  announced  from  Bristol,  Va.,  that  10,000 
laborers  will  be  employed  to  augment  the  con¬ 
struction  forces,  as  the  interests  building  the 
road  want  to  take  advantage  of  the  cheap  labor 
that  can  be  secured  now.  The  road  is  now  70 
per  cent  completed. 


Miners  are  Conciliatory. 


(Concluded  from  Page  17.) 

as  indicative  of  their  feelings  and  views  of  the 
situation : 

“Answering  your  telegram  of  13th  inst.,  the 
operators  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  are  unani¬ 
mously  of  the  opinion  that  before  anything  can 
be  accomplished  at  a  joint  conference,  local  con¬ 
ditions  must  be  adjusted  and  when  this  has  been 
done  they  will  be  willing  to  meet  in  joint  confer¬ 
ence  with  the  three  other  states  of  the  central 
competitive  field.” 

This  telegram  explains  conditions  in  the  local 
field,  and  practically  determines  the  action  to  be 
taken  by  the  miners  and  operators  of  the  entire 
bituminous  field.  The  refusal  of  the  Pittsburgh 
district  operators  to  attend  the  joint  convention 
which  the  miners  have  called,  to  be  held  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  on  March  24,  is  also  quite  generally 
taken  as  a  positive  indication  that  the  interstate 
agreement,  which  was  broken  two  years  ago,  will 
not  be  renewed  for  the  present  at  least.  There 
is  a  growing  feeling  that  should  the  mines  close 
down  for  a  short  time  it  would  tend  to  greatly 
improve  the  local  situation,  which  is  even  now 
considered  far  from  satisfactory. 


Expect  No  Suspension. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  March  19 .—  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — It  is  a  matter  of  conviction  here 
among  coal  men  that  the  gao  between  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  old  wage  scale  on  April  1  and 
the  putting  into  effect  of  a  new  scale,  or  at  least 
a  temporary  working  agreement  until  the  latter 
can  be  ad  i  listed  will  not  be  longer  than  a  week 
or  two.  As  the  situation  appears  to  exist,  it  is 
merely  a  Question  of  waiting  until  the  new  na¬ 
tional  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
assumes  authority.  The  whip-sawing  of  dates  for 
conferences,  both  by  miners  and  operators,  and 
joint  conferences,  which  have  either  not  ma¬ 
terialized.  or  have  been  postponed  without  ac¬ 
tion,  appear  all  to  have  been  to  this  end.  For 
some  reason  it  is  felt  that  an  agreement  will  be 
reached  more  satisfactorily  and  be  more  bind¬ 
ing,  if  entered  into  with  officials  whose  terms 
of  office  are  yet  before  them  instead  of  with  those 
who  are  about  to  surrender  their  power.  Indi¬ 
cations  are  that  nothing  will  come  of  the  gather¬ 
ing  of  miners  now  in  session  at  Indianapolis,  or 
of  the  conference  with  the  operators  announced 
for  March  24.  Tt  is  expected  that  the  latter  will 
adjourn  until  about  April  2.  when  the  real  work 
of  settlement  will  be  disposed  of  in  short  order. 


The  Thompson  Holdings. 

Pittsburgh,  March  19. — Records  show  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1907  a  total  of  7,825  acres  of  coal 
lands  in  Greene  county  changed  hands,  which 
is  of  importance  in  view  of  the  coking  quali¬ 
ties  of  Greene  county  coal  and  the  exhaustion 
of  the  coking  coal  of  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Connellsville  district.  Of  the  amount  that 
changed  bands  T  V.  Thompson  purchased 
2.048  acres,  the  Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland 
Coal  Company  2,354  acres,  while  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  purchases  were  scattering.  Only 
about  1,000  acres  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
original  owners  during  the  year. 

The  assessed  value  of  the  Greene  county 
coal  fields  for  this  year  is  $27,000,000,  prob¬ 
ably  about  a  fourth  of  its  actual  value.  The 
total  coal  acreage  that  has  been  sold  by  the 
farmers  is  271,815  acres,  with  91,064  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  hands  of  the  land  owners.  Of  this 
total  J.  V.  Thompson  owns  120,150  acres, 
making  the  assessed  value  of  his  Greene  coun¬ 
ty  holdings  of  coal  $10,000,000  and  the  actual 
value  over  $40,000,000. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


New  York  Trade. 


The  Dead  Season  In  Anthracite  Is  Here— 
But  Little  Improvement  Shown 
in  Bituminous  Buying. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  March  19. 

This  is  perhaps  the  dullest  season  in  the 
anthracite  year.  Retailers  are  waiting  for  the 
April  prices  to  go  into  effect  before  buying, 
and  spot  sales  are  few  and  far  between,  owing 
to  the  warm  weather  which  has  been  prevail¬ 
ing  for  two  weeks.  The  demand  for  domestic 
coal  for  the  past  half  month  was  so  light  that 
dealers  have  had  no  reason  to  make  purchases. 

All  the  talk  now  is  about  what  change  the 
reduced  prices  will  bring  in  the  situation.  Al¬ 
ready  the  companies  are  booking  orders  for 
April  delivery,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  ton¬ 
nage  booked  for  the  month’s  delivery  will  be 
very  heavy.  One  question  that  is  bothering  some 
retailers,  is  that  of  providing  finances  for  paying 
for  their  April  purchases.  It  is  not  believed 
that  they  will  find  the  banks  so  ready  to  make 
them  loans  this  season  as  in  former  seasons,  and, 
where  a  concern  is  not  strong  financially,  or  where 
it  is  unable  to  secure  accommodations  as  readily 
as  in  former  seasons,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  it  will  have  to  limit  its  purchases  to  the 
extent  of  its  ability  to  make  payment  for  same 
within  the  required  period.  It  is  believed  that 
credits  will  be  watched  more  closely  this  year 
than  ever  before. 

While  the'  official  announcement  has  not  yet 
been  made,  everyone  takes  it  for  granted  that 
the  usual  fifty-cent  reduction  will  go  in  effect  on 
April  1,  and  that  the  companies  will  commence 
loading  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  so  as  to 
have  cargoes  in  readiness  to  be  placed  on  the 
first  of  the  new  month.  Already,  the  com¬ 
panies  are  piling  up  orders  for  April  delivery,  and 
if  these  orders  keep  coming  in  as  they  have 
started,  it  is  likely  that  the  companies  will  be 
operating  their  mines  on  better  time  the  last 
week  in  the  month.  Prices,  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  will  be  as  stated  in  our  report  last 
week.  That  is,  the  last  April  circular  will  pre¬ 
vail,  with  the  exception  that  pea  will  sell  at 
$3.20  and  $3.25,  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor,  which 
is  twenty-five  cents  above  last  year’s  opening 
price.  Some  grades  of  pea  will  sell  at  ten  to  fif¬ 
teen  cents  a  ton  under  this  price.  On  Lake  and 
western  New  York  business,  it  is  understood 
that  pea  will  take  the  domestic  size  schedule,  that 
is,  it  will  open  at  about  $3.75  Buffalo  and  other 
upper  New  York  State  points,  and  will  take  the 
usual  ten  cents  a  month  advance  until  the  full 
circular  price  is  reached  September  1.  In  short, 
in  this  territory,  pea  has  become  such  a  popular 
domestic  coal  that  it  will  be  sold  more  on  a  par¬ 
ity  with  the  domestic  rate  than  formerly. 

The  restriction  in  mining  is  more  pronounced 
this  week  than  at  any  time  this  winter.  The 
Reading  will  work  its  collieries  only  two  days, 
and  many  of  the  other  companies  will  also  work- 
on  short  time.  Most  of  the  companies  are  clos¬ 
ing  down' some  of  their  collieries  altogether,  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  dull  season  for  making 
needed  repairs  and  improvements,  so  that  by 
April  1,  if  business  warrants,  production  can  be 
carried  on  at  full  tilt.  Just  what  will  be  done  in 
the  way  of  production  for  next  week  will  not  be 
known  until  probably  the  first  of  the  week, 
as  the  companies  are  issuing  their  restriction  or¬ 
ders  from  week  to  week,  as  the  demand  for 
coal  warrants. 

There  is  considerable  inquiry  for  the  steam 
sizes,  and  already  some  of  the  companies  have 
gotten  their  output  pretty  well  contracted.  Some 
of  them  could  have  sold  more  than  their  year’s 
production  had  they  been  inclined,  but  most  of 
them  have  proceeded  conservatively  in  tieing  up 
their  tonnage  of  these  popular  sizes.  While  much 
of  this  trade  is  handled  through  middle  houses, 
there  is  a  very  heavy  tonnage  which  goes  direct 
to  large  steam-making  concerns,  and  it  has  been 
found  that  most  of  these  large  concerns  are 
wanting  to  take  about  their  normal  tonnage. 
The  companies  have  been  inclined  to  favor  buy¬ 


ers  who  take  both  domestic  and  steam  sizes,  but 
no  discrimination  has  been  shown,  and  from  the 
demand  for  these  sizes  from  all  sources  it  seems 
that  their  popularity  has  not  been  diminished 
to  any  extent. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

Talk  of  a  strike  in  the  soft  coal  fields  has  not 
had  any  appreciable  effect  on  the  eastern  coal 
trade  so  far  as  increased  buying  goes.  In  fact, 
it  is  hard  to  find  any  improvement  in  trade  in 
this  territory,  as  compared  with  last  week,  and 
but  little  coal  is  moving,  except  that  which  is 
contracted  for  for  immediate  needs.  Consumers 
and  buyers  have  *  not  come  into  the  market  in 
anticipation  of  trouble  about  getting  coal  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  probable  suspension  of  mining  in 
some  of  the  regions.  There  is  always  a  good 
amount  of  coal  needed  throughout  the  east  by 
the  roads,  the  public  utility  companies,  the 
bunkering  trade,  and  this  class  of  consumers, 
and  those  concerns  which  have  contracts  of  this 
nature,  are  moving  a  fair  tonnage  from  week  to 
week,  but  from  the  standpoint  of  new  business, 
the  trade  of  the  entire  east  is  complaining. 

Few  contracts  are  being  closed,  except  in  some 
instances  for  New  River  and  Pocahontas,  George's 
Creek,  and  some  of  the  better  grades  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  coals.  The  announcement  of  the  new 
prices  on  New  River  and  Pocahontas,  show¬ 
ing  a  reduction  of  ten  cents  under  last  year’s 
prices,  has  led  to  the  closing  of  some  contracts 
for  these  coals,  while  George’s  Creek  operators 
have  been  closing  up  some  business.  Shippers 
of  some  of  the  best  grades  of  Pennsylvania  coals 
are  closing  up  some  business,  but  not  upon  the 
scale  of  former  seasons.  The  average  producer 
is  finding  it  a  hard  matter  to  get  his  output  con¬ 
tracted  for,  and  it  looks  now  as  if  April  will 
find  us  with  a  great  percentage  of  the  output 
still  unsold. 

To  stimulate  deals,  we  hear  of  some  very  low 
prices  being  named  by  producers.  It  is  to  be 
expected  that,  following  the  production  in  the 
high-grade  West  Virginia  coals,  shippers  of  other 
grades  who  ship  into  territories  reached  by  the 
West  Virginia  operators,  will  make  a  lower 
price,  but  some  of  them  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
contracts,  have,  it  seems,  set  their  prices  below 
what  it  is  believed  that  they  can  profitably  pro¬ 
duce  coal  for.  With  some  of  these  operators,  if 
they  close  contracts  on  the  figures  quoted,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  them  to  secure  a  reduction 
in  miners’  wages  to  enable  them  to  come  out 
of  the  deal  with  anything  like  a  fair  margin. 
Fortunately  for  the  trade,  the  larger  producers 
are  going  about  making  contracts  as  if  they 
were  not  so  much  concerned  about  handling  large 
tonnages  as  about  making  a  profit  on  what  they 
do  handle. 

Looking  over  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal 
trade,  but  little  change  is  to  be  found  in  the 
situation.  In  the  far  east,  the  shoal  water  ports 
are  open,  so  that  boats  can  get  into  most  of 
them,  but  no  charters  are  being  made  for  these 
ports,  as  there  is  no  demand  from  them  for 
coal.  New  England  trade  is  stagnant,  and  very 
little  new  business  is  being  found  by  the  coal 
salesmen  who  are  canvassing  this  trade  regu¬ 
larly.  The  restriction  in  manufacturing  is  still 
marked,  while  the  railroads  are  taking  much 
less  than  their  usual  tonnage  of  coal  for  fuel 
pruposes.  Sound  trade  is  quiet,  while  there  is 
nothing  new  to  note  in  the  line  situation.  Cars 
are  very  plentiful,  and  coal  is  coming  forward 
on  pretty  good  time. 

There  is  very  little  demand  for  spot  coal  in 
New  York  harbor,  and  shippers  are  not  flooding 
the  ports  with  coal,  so  that  fair  prices  are  being 
maintained,  good  grades  steam  coal  selling  for 
$2.60  to  $2.80,  with  high-grade  coals  selling  for 
$3.00  and  $3.25. 

Vessels  are  plentiful,  and  owing  to  the  good 
weather  for  the  past  two  weeks,  there  have 
been  no  disasters  along  the  coast.  Some  few 
charters  are  being  made  for  the  new  coal  year, 
but  this  business  is  very  quiet  as  compared  with 
former  seasons.  The  trend  of  prices  is  down¬ 
ward,  so  that  boat  owners  are  not  so  eager  to 
tie  up  their  craft  at  the  prevailing  rates.  For 
current  business,  from  the  lower  ports  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  60  to  70  cents  is  the  prevailing  rate,  while 
from  New  York  around  the  cape,  65  cents  is 
about  the  market.  To  sound  ports,  very  low 
rates  are  being  made. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  March  19. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— No  change  in  the  condition  of  the  anthra¬ 
cite  market  is  noticeable  this  week,  the  near 
approach  of  the  new  circular  serving  to  keep 
buyers  in  the  background.  Line  business  has 
been  practically  cleaned  up,  and  dealers  are 
stopping  to  take  breath  before  plunging  into 
the  spring  trade,  which  they  have  every  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  will  be  active. 

With  the  issuance  of  the  new  circular  there 
is  certain  to  be  a  rush  to  get  in  early,  and 
preparations  are'being  made  to  meet  this  con¬ 
dition  by  getting  docks,  trestles  and  other  ap¬ 
pliances  ready  for  business.  As  predicted  last 
week,  some  loading  has  been  commenced  by 
the  Lackawanna,  though  vesselmen  appear  in 
no  great  hurry  to  bring  their  boats  under  the 
chutes.  Three  cargoes  is  the  record  to  date. 
There  has  been  no  more  chartering  since  our 
last  report,  but  at  Cleveland,  this  week,  some 
activity  in  soft  coal  chartering  is  reported. 
Charters  made  from  Ohio  ports  have  been  at 
the  rate  of  thirty  cents  to  Lake  Superior  and 
forty  cents  to  Lake  Michigan.  Including  the 
tonnage  which  has  been  taken  by  hard  coal 
shippers  from  Buffalo,  the  total  season  charter 
ing,  it  is  believed,  will  reach  1,000,000  tons. 
Cargoes  are  offered  rather  freely  here,  but 
there  is  not  much  more  tonnage  on  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Since  the  first  charters  were  made,  the 
word  has  gone  round  that  there  will  be  a  late 
start,  this  season,  because  of  the  general  de¬ 
pression  of  business,  and  vessel  men  appear  in 
no  hurry  to  tie  up  their  boats. 

Outside  of  the  domestic  market  and  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  coal  for  lake  forwarding,  there 
is  little  doing.  As  reported  last  week,  the 
country  dealers  are  only  buying  for  urgent 
needs,  a  hand-to-mouth  supply,  so  that  with 
a  higher  temperature,  which  is  against  a  heavy 
consumption,  it  is  obvious  that  everything 
will  be  quiet  until  the  first  of  the  month. 

Both  the  Lehigh  Valley  and  the  Lackawanna 
companies  are  accumulating  considerable 
stocks  at  their  outlying  trestles,  which  will  be 
available  to  meet  promptly  any  demands  which 
may  be  made  upon  them.  During  the  past 
three  years  the  storage  capacity  of  these  tres¬ 
tles  have  been  more  than  doubled,  with  the 
result  that  they  are  able  to  meet  conditions 
as  they  arise,  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

While  there  has  been  no  pronounced  activ¬ 
ity  in  the  local  retail  trade,  because  of  the 
mild  weather,  there  has  still  been  considerable 
activity  for  this  season  of  the  year.  There  has 
also  been  considerable  buying  by  some  of  the 
railroads,  of  fuel  coal,  not  for  present  require¬ 
ments,  but  as  a  safeguard  against  possible  trou¬ 
ble  with  the  miners,  which  the  bituminous  op¬ 
erators  somewhat  fear.  This  coal  is  being 
stored  at  various  points,  for  emergency  use. 


In  Bituminous  Market. 

Bituminous  operations  are  somewhat  quiet, 
owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  future.  Lo¬ 
cal  operators  decline  to  express  themselves 
on  the  probable  outcome  of  the  final  confer¬ 
ence  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis  on  March  24, 
which,  of  itself,  may  be  taken  as  an  evidence 
that  they  are  not  clear  in  their  minds  that 
trouble  will  be  avoided.  In  the  meantime  the 
mines  are  working  on  short  time  and  about  all 
the  output  is  being  taken. 

An  indication  of  the  market  may  be  found 
in  the  bids  opened  this  week  by  the  city  for 
fuel  coal  for  the  waterworks  pumping  station, 
the  price  running  from  $1.98  to  $2.10  per  ton 
for  nut  and  slack.  Six  bids  were  offered,  as 
follows:  Walter  J.  Dunham,  $1.98;  Youghio- 
gheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Mining  Company,  $1.99; 
Shawmut  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  $2.03;  C.  M. 
Underhill  &  Company,  $2.05;  Fairmont  Coal 
Company,  $2.09;  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal 
&  Iron  Company,  $2.10,  per  ton.  The  con¬ 
tract  is  for  50,000  tons  and  it  will  doubtless  go 
to  the  lowest  bidder. 

W.  P.  Bonney,  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Erie  Coal 
Company  at  Erie,  Pa.,  passed  through  Buffalo 
on  Tuesday,  en  route  to  his  home,  after  a 
well-earned  vacation  spent  in  the  Dominion. 
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Philadelphia  Trade.  • 


Philadelphia,  March  20. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  very  little  doing  in  anthra¬ 
cite  trade  just  now.  March  has  been  a  very 
unsatisfactory  month  for  the  trade  in  general, 
owing  to  the  mild  weather,  and  the  tonnage 
going  into  actual  consumption  is  considerably 
short  of  the  tonnage  used  in  former  seasons. 
Retailers  are  getting  their  stocks  down  low,  so 
that  they  will  be  almost  entirely  out  of  coal  by 
the  1st  of  April.  There  will  no  doubt  be  a  heavy 
tonnage  moved  as  soon  as  the  reduced  price 
goes  in  effect,  but  not  near  so  much  as  they 
would  do  if  the  winter  just  closing  had  been  a 
little  more  severe.  The  new  circular  will  show 
last  season’s  prices  excepting  pea,  which  will 
be  25  cents  a  ton  higher  at  the  loading  ports, 
line  trade  prices  showing  a  like  increase,  while 
for  western  business  a  still  higher  rate  is  talked. 
This  to  apply  to  those  territories  where  pea  is 
used  almost  exclusively  as  a  domestic  fuel.  The 
companies  are  continuing  restriction,  the  Reading 
working  only  two  full  days  this  week,  the  Lehigh 
Valiev  three  days,  and  the  other  companies  on 
like  short  schedule. 

Some  improvement  is  noted  on  live  bituminous 
trade,  but  tidewater  business  continues  to  be 
very  slow.  Some  contracts  are  being  closed, 
but  this  class  of  business  is  way  behind  the 
record  of  former  seasons.  West  Virginia  pro¬ 
ducers  are  closing  some  contracts  since  the  new 
prices  were  announced,  but  contracts  for  Penn¬ 
sylvania  coals  are  hanging  fire.  It  is  hard  to 
state  just  what  prices  will  prevail  on  Penn¬ 
sylvania  coals.  Good  coals  are  offering  at  $1.10 
to  $1.15  at  the  mines,  and  we  have  heard  of 
some  producers  of  ordinary  coals  offering  to 
make  contracts  at  85 'cents  at  the  mines.  Users, 
however,  or  those  who  are  at  present  contract¬ 
ing,  seem  to  favor  the  best  grade  coals,  and  sell¬ 
ers  of  these  coals  report  the  situation  as  better 
than  producers  of  inferior  grades  find  it.  Vessel 
time  charters  are  being  made  at  much  lower 
rates  than  prevailed  last  year,  so  that  it  seems 
that  the  consumer  is  going  to  get  coal  con¬ 
siderably  cheaper  this  year. 


News  in  Brief. 

Rollin  H.  Wilbur,  vice-president  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  is  back  at  his 
office  after  an  absence  of  six  weeks,  due  to  an 
operation  for  appendicitis. 

At  the  Columbia  Club  tonight  the  Philadelphia 
Kokoals  will  hold  their  second  smoker,  which 
promises  to  be  a  very  enjoyable  affair.  A 
vaudeville  performance  will  be  among  the  at¬ 
tractions. 

Local  dealers  are  interested  to  learn  that  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  will  spend  $10,000,000  to  put 
under  way  municipal  improvements,  which  will 
give  work  to  the  unemployed.  In  these  times 
every  little  bit  helps. 

For  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  the  gross 
revenue  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany  increased  $200,000  over  the  same  period  last 
year.  This  exceeds  the  rate  of  increase  in  1907 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  Yellow  Run  Coal  Mining  Company  has 
filed  notice  of  application  for  charter.  Incor¬ 
porators  are  Robert  R.  Haydock,  Andrew  Tag¬ 
gart  and  Wm.  K.  Beard.  Capital  stock  $100,000. 
This  company  will  develop  mines  in  Cambria 
county.  Headquarters  are  in  Real  Estate  Trust 
building.  t 

Fred  A.  Havens  &  Co.,  The  Wm.  Steele  & 
Sons  Company  and  Metzger  &  Wells  are  esti¬ 
mating  on  plans  for  a  coal  yard  at  Bustleton 
for  the  Reading  railway.  The  work  will  include 
the  erection  of  a  100-foot  coal  trestle  of  wood 
on  concrete  foundations  and  a  frame  office 
building  with  weighing  platform. 

The  West  Virginia  properties  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  which  has 
been  declared  bankrupt,  will  be  sold  to  pay 
the  claims  of  creditors.  The  holdings  are  valued 
at  $150,000,  and  the  liabilities  will  about  equal 
that  sum.  The  properties  consist  of  the  Irontown 
Coal  Works,  with  1,000  acres  of  coal. land  in 
Preston  county,  and  the  Lorenz-Upshar  Company 
plant,  with  500  acres.  The  property  was  pur¬ 
chased  in  1894  from  the  Irondale  Valley  Coal 
Company,  and  many  of  the  notes  given  for  the 
purchase  money  are  overdue  and  unpaid. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  March  19 .—  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  have  been  no  startling  de¬ 
velopments  here  during  the  week.  The  weather 
has  been  spring  like  and  the  demand  for  coal  has 
been  as  mild  as  the  weather.  The  price  list  is 
still  off-color  as,  in  some  cases,  sacrifices  are  be¬ 
ing  made  while  in  others  what  may  be  called  a 
fair  price,  for  the  present  state  of  the  market,  is 
being  realized.  There  is  some  local  demand,  but 
it  is  of  a  spasmodic  nature.  Line  business  gen¬ 
erally  is  very  flat,  and  unless  the  opening  up  of 
the  lake  trade  aids  things  there  seems  no  early 
probability  of  improvement.  The  coastwise  ship¬ 
ping  is  extensive,  but  is  confined  almost  entirely 
to  contract  business.  It  is  a  bold  shipper  who  is 
handling  any  large  amount  of  coal  otherwise  at 
present. 

If  there  is  any  feature  to  the  market  it  is  the 
remarkably  low  charter  rates.  Vessel  offerings 
are  numerous  and  with  but  comparatively  few 
takers.  Several  nothern  charters  were  made  this 
week  at  exceptionally  low  rates ;  for  instance,  the 
last  to  Boston  was  at  seventy  cents.  The  mind 
does  not  have  to  revert  far  to  remember  when  it 
was  $1.25.  Southward  the  same  condition  pre¬ 
vails,  Port  Tampa,  for  instance,  being  quoted 
from  ninety  cents  to  $1.  One  Savannah  charter 
was  announced  at  ninety-five  cents. 


A  Record  Loading. 

A  loading  of  coal,  for  the  Consolidation  Coal 
Company,  was  made  at  the  Curtis  Bay  piers  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  here  last  week 
that  is  claimed  to  be  a  record.  The  steam  barge 
Malden  was  loaded  with  a  total  of  7,493  tons  of 
coal  in  five  hours  and  fdrty  minutes  and  a  half 
hour  after  loading  was  on  her  way  down  the  bay 
on  her  trip  to  Boston. 


News  in  Brief. 

Gamble  Latrobe  has  been  named  as  the  new 
general  agent  and  superintendent  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad  lines  in  Baltimore.  He  is  a 
Baltimorean  and  coal  men  here  feel  that  he  will 
give  them  a  square  deal  on  all  matters  that  go 
before  him  for  settlement. 

United  States  Senator  William  Pinkney  Whyte, 
for  many  years  a  close  friend  of  former  Senator 
Davis,  died  here  last  Tuesday,  in  the  eighty-third 
year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  several  times  sen¬ 
ator,  governor  of  his  state,  mayor  of  Baltimore, 
and  had  held  other  state  and  municipal  positions. 

A  bill  is  now  before  the  Maryland  legislature 
to  create  another  big  lighting  company  here.  Coal 
men  would  like  to  see  it  pass  as  it  would  be 
coal-made  electricity,  whereas  the  present  electric 
lighting  monopoly  is  preparing  to  supersede  some 
of  its  coal  created  electricity  for  that  of  water 
power. 

Another  industrial  announcement  of  some  im¬ 
portance  is  that  the  Maryland  Steel  Works  is 
drawing  plans  for  an  ultimate  doubling  of  the 
extent  of  that  plant.  This  is  not  immediate,  how¬ 
ever,  and  coal  men  would  rather,  for  the  present, 
see  a  complete  resumption  of  the  mills  already 
built. 

Former  Senator  Henry  G.  Davis  has  had  sev¬ 
eral  conferences  here  with  Receiver  Bush,  of  the 
Western  Maryland  railroad.  It  is  thought  that 
the  former  senator  and  his  associates  still  hold 
bonds  of  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburgh 
railroad, _  but  these  are  regarded  as  secure  under 
the  receivership.  The  receivership  powers  have 
been  extended  to  cover  all  the  claims  against  the 
railroad’s  agent,  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  reports  as  follows: 

Freight  rates  on  expert  coal  remain  at  about 
the  same  level  as  we  reported  a  week  ago,  and 
the  demand  for  tonnage  is  limited.  A  number 
of  steamers  were  recently  chartered  to  take  coals 
from  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore  to  Havana  at 
$1.20@1.25;  the  “Fairmead,”  1,432  tons  register, 
for  coal,  Philadelphia  to  Porto  Barrios,  at  or 
about  $2.35,  and  steamer  “Aurora,”  667  tons 
register,  for  coal  Norfolk  to  Bermuda  at  $1.60, 
which  fixtures  cover  the  recent  transactions. 


We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows :  $1.20  to  $1.25  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 
$1.60  to  $1.70  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.40  to 
$1.45  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.54  to  $1.60  to  Daiquiri; 
$1.60  to  $1.70  to  Santiago;  $1.45  to  $1.50  to 
Colon;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trini¬ 
dad;  $1.75  to  $1.80  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.35  to  $1.45 
to  St.  Thomas;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Barbados;  $1.40 
to  $1.45  to  Kingston  ;  $1.20  to  $1.25  and  p.  c.  to 
Curacao;  $2.25  to  $2.35  to  Demerara;  $1.60  to 
$1.65  to  Bermuda;  $1.35  to  $1.40  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.35  to  $1.4  Oto  Tampico;  ($2.25  to  $2.35  to 
Tampico  on  coke)  ;  11s  6d  to  13s  6d  to  Buenos 
Ayres;  13s  to  15s  to  Rosario;  13s  to  15s  to  Rio; 
14s  to  16s  to  Santos;  10s  6d  to  11s  to  a  direct 
port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $4.50  and  dis 
charged  to  Manila;  $4.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  March  2Q.— {Special  '  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — In  the  anthracite  trade  we  are  now 
in  about  the  dullest  period  of  the  year.  But 
little  coal  is  moving  and  things  are  expected  to 
be  quiet  until  after  the  companies  commence 
loading  at  the  reduced  prices  which  go  in  effect 
on  April  1.  The  weather  for  the  past  two  weeks 
has  not  been  conducive  to  the  use  of  coal  gen¬ 
erally  for  heating  purposes,  so  that  retailers 
have  sold  only  small  quantities  of  coal  to  con¬ 
sumers,  and  they  have  not  been  in  evidence 
much  in  the  market  for  coal  for  immediate 
needs.  They  are  just  now  concerned  in  getting 
all  of  the  winter  price  coal  out  of  their  bins, 
and  hence  they  will  not  be  induced  to  buy  until 
the  new  circular  goes  into  effect.  As  far  as 
can  be  learned,  last  April’s  circular  will  be 
effective,  with  the  exception  of  pea,  which  will 
open  25  cents  a  ton  higher. 

There  has  been  some  contracting  for  soft  coal 
since  the  announcement  of  the  New  River- 
Pocahontas  prices  for  the  coming  year,  but  not 
of  the  volume  that  the  producers  would  like. 
Consumers  and  buyers  are  holding  off,  and  the 
contract  business  is  way  behind  that  of  former 
seasons.  New  business  is  very  scarce,  and  but 
little  improvement  is  noted  in  the  industrial 
situation.  Operators  in  Pennsylvania  coals  are 
busy  trying  to  secure  contracts,  but  they  are  hav¬ 
ing  a  hard  time  to  get  a  very  large  tonnage  tied 
up  just  now.  As  far  as  can  be  learned,  operators 
in  Pennsylvania  coals  will  make  contracts  about 
ten  cents  under  last  season’s  contract  price, 
steam  coals  being  priced  from  $1.15  to  $1.40  and 
$1.50  at  the  mines,  according  to  grade.  Some 
producers  of  Georges  Creek  contend  for  the 
same  prices  which  they  received  last  season, 
while  some  of  them  are  meeting  the  reduction 
of  the  West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  fields. 

In  the  vessel  market,  some  charters  are  being 
made  for  the  season,  which  is  usually  at  the 
rate  of  75  to  75  cents  from  the  lower  ports. 
This  is  considerably  lower  than  last  season’s 
time  charters,  so  that  with  the  reduced  price  of 
coal,  the  New  England  consumer  is  getting  his 
coal  considerably  cheaper  this  year.  Current 
charters  are  scarce,  as  there  is  a  very  light 
movement  of  coal  at  present,  and  the  rates 
quoted  last  week,  60  to  70  cents  from  the  lower 
ports,  is  about  the  prevailing  rate  this  week. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Among  the  visitors  to  the  Kokoal  banquet 
and  coal  dealers’  meeting  at  the  Revere  Hotel 
on  Tuesday  evening  was  John  H.  Tupper,  the 
well  known  coal  man  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  who  was 
one  of  the  speakers  of  the  evening. 

Mortimer  D.  Williams,  manager  of  the  local 
office  of  Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  visited  New  York 
this  week. 

The  New  Haven  road  is  said  to  have  8,000 
idle  freight  cars  and  over  125  idle  locomotives 
on  its  hands.  What  is  still  more  aggravating 
for  the  road,  is  that  deliveries  o f  new  freight 
cars  ordered  during  the  good  times  are  still 
coming  forward.  When  this  order  is  completed 
the  road  will  have  some  $27,000,000  of  new 
equipment  on  its  line,  much  of  which  is  idle 
and  earning  no  dividends.  Today  there  are 
not  over  9,000  foreign  cars  on  the  New  Haven, 
as  compared  with  22,000  a  year  ago. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


J.  E.  Parsons,  New  York  manager  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Company,  is  confined  to  his  bed 
with  diphtheria. 

Ralph  Nielson  of  Powell  &  Nielson,  No.  17 
Battery  Place,  New  York,  visited  the  Philadelphia 
trade  this  week. 

F.  L.  Sheppard,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Delaware  and  Raritan  canal,  announces  that  it 
will  be  opened  for  navigation  this  week. 

E.  L.  Mohn,  of  the  E.  L.  Mohn  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  offices  at  Reading,  and  Philadelphia, 
was  a  visitor  to  the  New  York  trade  this  week. 

The  Panama  Railroad,  No.  24  State  street, 
New  York,  will  receive  bids  for  coal  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year,  up  to  3  o’clock  on  Monday  after¬ 
noon,  March  23. 

The  Quarter  Master,  U.  S.  A.,  at  West  Point, 
N.  Y.,  will  receive  bids  until  April  15,  for  fur¬ 
nishing  coal  for  the  army’s  departments  at  that 
point  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Edw.  K.  Judd,  No.  71  Broadway,  New  York, 
president  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  has  gone  to  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C., 
to  examine  coal  properties. 

The  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company  is 
wiring  its  Audenried  mine  preparatory  to  placing 
electric  motors  therein.  A  dynamo  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  breaker  engine  house. 

Charles  E.  Lester,  of  New  York,  Imperial 
Modoc  of  the  Order  of  Kokoals,  took  in  the 
smoker  given  by  the  Boston  Kokoals  at  the 
Revere  House  on  Tuesday  evening. 

The  Dominion  Coal  Company  has  made  a  two- 
year  wage  agreement  with  its  men,  granting  an 
average  increase  in  wages  of  ten  per  cent.  Over 
8,000  men  are  effected  by  the  increase. 

Arthur  Rice,  commissioner  of  the  New  York 
Coal  Merchants’  Association,  will  go  to  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  24th  to  deliver  an  address  before 
a  meeting  of  the  coal  dealers  in  that  city  and 
territory. 

Ernst  Brothers,  retail  coal  dealers,  109th  street 
and  E.  R.,  New  York,  will  make  some  import¬ 
ant  improvements  to  their  coal  plant  in  the  early 
spring,  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  care  of  their 
increasing  tonnage. 

Putnam  Coal  &  Ice  Company Brooklyn,  N.  \ 
has  been  incorporated  with  capital  stock  of  $20,- 
000.  Directors  are  Henry  J.  and  Charles  Senger, 
106  Plenrv  street,  and  Andrew  Ande,  12  Hunter 
Sky  Place,  Brooklyn. 

The  Buck  Ridge  colliery  near  Shamokin,  em¬ 
ploying  400  men  and  boys,  has  suspended  opera¬ 
tions  for  an  indefinite  period.  The  North  Frank¬ 
lin  colliery  has  also  closed  down  for  an  indefi¬ 
nite  period,  800  employees  being  idle. 

Daniel  E.  Meyer,  of  Meyer  Bros.  &  Co.,  retail 
coal  dealers,  107th  street  and  E.  R.,  New  York, 
has  been  confined  to  his  Harlem  home  for  the  past 
four  weeks,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able 
to  be  back  at  his  office  in  the  next  two  weeks. 

The  Mutual  Coal  Company,  New  York,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  The 
directors  are  Mendel  Friedman,  138  East  Ninety- 
third  street ;  Isaac  Berman,  1,733  Third  avenue ; 
Harris  Berman,  9  and  11  East  107th  street,  New 
York. 

The  Fernwood  mine  of  the  Hillside  Coal  & 
Iron  Company  resumed  operation  this  week,  af¬ 
ter  being  shut  down  for  some  time  past  for 
repairs.  Some  300  men  are  employed  at  this  mine, 
the  coal  from  which  is  taken  through  the  Butler 
colliery. 

The  report  of  the  mines  department  of  Nova 
Scotia  for  the  fiscal  year,  show  the  coal  pro¬ 
duction  has  decreased  124,945  tons  from  the 
previous  year.  The  total  production  for  the  year 
1907  was  5,730,660  tons  as  compared  with  5,866,- 
605  tons  in  1906. 

The  Old  Wyoming  Hotel  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes¬ 
barre  Coal  Company,  who  will  tear  down  the 
present  structure  -  and  erect  a  modern  four-story 
office  building  thereon,  which  will  be  used  by 
the  coal  company  for  its  general  offices. 


Mine  inspectors  for  the  five  districts  of  Lacka¬ 
wanna  county,  Pa.,  will  be  voted  for  at  the  gen¬ 
eral  election  next  November.  All  of  the  present 
inspectors  are  candidates  for  re-election,  and  there 
are  some  five  other  candidates  already  an¬ 
nounced.  The  term  of  office  is  three  years. 

Wm.  D.  Boyer  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  is  interested 
in  a  new  $2,500,000  company,  which  has  been 
incorporated  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  to  engage 
in  coal  mining.  The  name  of  the  company  is 
the  Babylon  Coal  &  Land  Company.  Others 
interested  are  R.  H.  Richardson,  E.  R.  Calloway, 
W.  T.  Stewart,  John  Wehrle  and  L.  G.  Sum¬ 
merville. 

The  pilotage  bills,  which  were  pending  before 
the  Virginia  legislature  at  its  recent  session, 
which  if  they  had  been  enacted,  would  have  had 
considerable  effect  on  the  coal  business  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  were  not  acted  upon  before  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  legislature,  although  both  the 
senate  and  house  committees  had  reported  them 
favorably. 

Reginald  Flack,  of  the  firm  of  D.  L.  Flack  & 
Son,  No.  248  Gresham  House,  London,  E.  C., 
arrived  on  the  Lusitania  last  week,  and  was  a 
visitor  to  the  New  York  coal  trade  this  week. 
Mr.  Flack’s  firm  does  a  large  business  in  bunk¬ 
ering  coal  at  Cardiff  and  Mexico,  and  it  is  also  a 
large  importer  of  American  coal.  Mr.  Flack  left 
for  Mexico  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 

The  Keystone  breaker  of  the  Hillside  Coal  & 
Iron  Company,  at  Mayfield,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Sunday  afternoon.  The  fire  was  of  sup¬ 
posedly  incendiary  origin.  The  breaker  was 
erected  in  1882  at  a  cost  of  $32,000,  and  in  those 
days  it  was  considered  a  model  structure.  It 
had  a  capacity  of  600  tons  of  coal  daily.  Of 
late  years  it  had  been  allowed  to  run  down, 
and  last  summer  it  was  closed  down,  and  most 
of  the  machinery  removed,  hence  the  loss  to  the 
coal  company  was  not  heavy. 

Statistics  show  that  the  railroads  of  the  United 
States  ordered  in  January  and  February  a  total 
of  but  twenty-five  new  locomotives,  as  compared 
with  912  in  the  same  months  In  1907.  Orders  for 
new  freight  cars  aggregated  but  493,  as  compared 
with  70,926  in  the  same  period  of  1907.  From 
August,  1906-7,  3,317  new  locomotives  were  or¬ 
dered  as  compared  with  986  for  August-Feb- 
ruary,  1907-08.  From  August-February  1906-7, 
208,326  new  freight  cars  were  ordered  as  com¬ 
pared  with  15,845  for  August,  1907-08. 

All  coal  contracts  being  made  by  the  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Hudson  Railroad  Company  are  said  to 
contain  the  following  notice  stamped  on  them, 
which  is  regarded  as  a  significant  move  among 
the  anthracite-carrying  roads:  “If  the  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Hudson  Company  at  any  time  decides  that 
on  account  of  the  amendments  of  the  interstate 
commerce  act,  made  by  the  Hepburn  act  of 
June  29,  1906,  it  cannot  legally  itself  transport 
coal  mined  or  owned  by  it,  it  may  then  with¬ 
draw  this  acceptance,  and  such  withdrawal  shall 
of  itself  cancel  any  obligation  for  shipment  of 
coal  thereunder.” 

Three  of  the  Lackawanna  mines  which  have 
been  shut  down  for  some  time,  will  resume  op¬ 
eration  on  April  1.  The  three  are  the  Wood¬ 
ward  at  Kingston;  the  Bellevue  at  West  Scran¬ 
ton,  and  the  Archibald  in  Keyser  Valley.  These 
mines,  when  working  full,  employ  about  3.400 
men.  The  collieries  were  closed  for  repairs  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  two  weeks.  They  are  now  in  first- 
class  condition,  and  when  the  three  mines  above 
named  resume  work,  the  twenty-six  collieries 
belonging  to  the  Lackawanna  will  be  in  full 
swing,  and  will,  it  is  believed,  work  at  full  time 
throughout  the  entire  spring. 

The  Atlantic  State  Coal  &•  Coke  Company  has 
been  incorporated  with  capital  stock  of  $25,000, 
to  carry  on  a  business  as  selling  agents  for  var¬ 
ious  coal-producing  companies.  Their  headquar¬ 
ters  will  be  at  Richmond.  Va.,  and  they  will 
handle  New  River  and  Pocahontas  _  varieties. 
Officers  of  the  company  are :  President  and 
treasurer.  Henry  Schachte,  of  Charleston,  _S.  C. ; 
vice-president,  Wm.  E.  Worth,  Wilmington, 
N.  C. ;  general  manager,  L.  S.  _  Evans,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va. ;  secretary,  E.  S.  Simpson,  Rich¬ 


mond,  Va.  Henry  Buist  and  F.  C.  Cramer,  both 
of  Charleston,  with  the  above  mentioned  officers, 
constitute  the  directory. 

Says  the  Fairmont  Times'.  “While  many  of 
the  railroads  of  the  country  are  storing  vast 
quantities  of  coal  for  their  own  use  in  case  of 
an  emergency,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  not  yet 
started  to  store  any  coal.  Most  of  the  roads 
are  laying  in  a  supply  of  coal  in  anticipation  of 
a  long  strike,  but  as  the  B.  &  O.  gets  its  coal 
from  the  Fairmont  district,  which  will  not  be 
affected  to  any  extent  by  a  strike,  they  have  not 
stored  any  yet.  An  official  of  the  road  said  this 
week,  however,  that  it  is  likely  that  the  B.  &  O. 
will  start  to  lay  in  a  supply  within  the  next  week 
or  ten  days,  as  it  felt  that  there  will  be  a  long 
suspension  of  coal  operations,  whether  there  is 
a  strike  or  not.” 

Henry  S.  Fleming,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York, 
secretary  of  the  Bituminous  Coal  Trade  Asso¬ 
ciation,  has  just  issued  his  report  to  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  which  is  entitled  “The  Present  and  Fu¬ 
ture  of  the  Bituminous  Coal  Trade,”  which  is 
quite  an  interesting  pamphlet,  77  pages,  6^x10^ 
inches,  with  folding  plates  and  diagrams.  This 
report,  some  figures  from  which  were  given  in 
last  week’s  Black  Diamond,  deals  with  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  bituminous,  its  consumption  and  the 
resources  of  the  world,  and  it  contains  a  mass 
of  statistics  which  are  of  great  interest  to  coal 
producers  and  consumers.  The  method  of  judg¬ 
ing  future  production  is  fully  explained,  and  the 
coal  field  developments  of  the  entire  world  are 
summarized  in  a  section  devoted  to  the  resources 
of  the  world. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  No.  11  Broadway,  New  York, 
who  is  interested  in  some  soft  coal  operations 
in  the  Clearfield  regions,  said  last  week  that  at 
the  Dubois  convention,  to  be  held  later  in  the 
month,  that  the  mine  owners  will  insist  on  a  re¬ 
duction  of  wages,  strike  or  no  strike.  “This  re¬ 
duction  is  necessary  with  the  present  demand 
and  the  prices  we  are  receiving,”  he  said,  “and 
if  the  miners  strike  it  cannot  be  helped.  While 
the  general  impression  seems  to  be  that  the  worst 
of  the  business  depression  is  oyer,  it  will  be 
many  months  before  a  tangible  change  is  seen, 
and  the  operators  must  reduce  wages  for  the  pres¬ 
ent  or  close  down  the  collieries.  It  is  possible 
that  the  miners,  however,  may  accept  the  reduc¬ 
tion  without  a  strike,  as  their  leaders  know  the 
situation  as  well  as  we  do.” 

Mine  Inspector  P.  J.  Moore  has  ordered  the 
Finn  mine,  situated  in  the  city  of  Carbondale, 
closed  for  an  indefinite  period.  The  coal  in  this 
tract  has  been  on  fire  several  years,  and  re¬ 
cently  suits  have  been  instituted  by  residents  in 
the  section  of  the  city  over  the  coal  veins,  to 
have  steps  taken  to  quench  the  fire,  as  it  is 
feared  that  the  buildings  over  the  coal  would  be 
jeopardized.  Inspector  Moore,  after  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  workings,  ordered  a  cession 
of  operations,  as  he  found  that  the  fire  was 
eating  its  way  into  a  portion  of  what  is  known 
as.  the  fourth  vein,  and  tha.t  unless  soon  abated 
will,  in  course  of  time,  completely  destroy  the 
property  and  endanger  the  buildings  on  the  sur¬ 
face.  Sulphurous  gases  are  also  reported  to  be 
floating  through  the  various  mine  chambers,  thus 
endangering  the  lives  of  workmen. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  broken 
the  record  for  loading  coal  at  its  Curtis  Bay 
coal  pier  at  Baltimore,  by  loading  7,225  tons  of 
Consolidation  Coal  Company’s  George’s  Creek 
coal  and  268  tons  of  bunker  coal  into  the  Steam¬ 
ship  Malden,  of  the  New  England  Gas  &  Coke 
Company’s  fleet,  in  the  short  time  of  six  hours. 
The  former  record,  at  the  same  pier,  was  the 
loading  of  7,504  tons  in  the  same  steamer  in 
eight  hours  and  fifteen  minutes.  The  record 
made  last  week  puts  the  port  of  Baltimore  ahead 
of  all  the  ports  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  in  giv¬ 
ing  vessels  dispatch.  At  Newport  News  last 
week,  the  record  was  broken  at  Pier  12,  when 
3,256  tons  of  coal  were  dumped  into  the  Steam¬ 
ship  Ravenscraig  of  Providence,  in  six  hours  and 
fifteen  minutes,  an  average  of  521  tons  per  hour. 
This  is  180  tons  in  excess  of  previously  estab¬ 
lished  hourly  records  at  this  pier  made  when 
the  Ravenscraig  was  loaded  here  some  weeks  ago. 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions.  Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


Relative  Positions  of  Parties  Under 
Contract  for  Purchaser  of  Real  Estate. — 
In  equity,  where  the  relation  of  ven¬ 
dor  and  vendee  has  been  established 
by  the  vendor  executing  a  contract  to 
convey  the  legal  title  to  property 
upon  the  payment,  by  the  vendee,  of 
the  purchase  price  that  he  has  obli¬ 
gated  himself  to  pay,  the  Supreme 
court  of  Florida  says  (Aycook  Bros. 
Lumber  Co.  vs.  First  National  Bank 
of  Dothan,  45  Southern  Reporter, 
501)  that  the  vendee  is  regarded  as 
the  real  beneficial  owner,  even  though 
he  has  not  paid  the  purchase  price. 
The  vendor  holds  the  legal  title  as 
trustee,  and  when  the  terms  of  the 
contract  are  complied  with  he  is 
'bound  to  convey.  Until  those  terms 
are  complied  with,  the  legal  title  re¬ 
mains  in  the  vendor  as  his  security, 
or  as  it  is  otherwise  expressed,  he  has 
a  lien  upon  the  vendee’s  equitable  es¬ 
tate  as  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
purchase  money.  In  effect  this  lien 
consists  in  the  vendor’s  right  to  en¬ 
force  payment  of  the  price  by  a  suit 
in  equity  against  the  vendee’s  estate 
in  the  land,  instead  of  by  means  of  an 
ordinary  action  at  law  to  recover  the 
debt.  Both  in  England  and  America 
the  vendor’s  equitable  remedy  consists 
in  a  suit  in  the  nature  of  a  strict  fore¬ 
closure,  by  which  the  vendee  is  de¬ 
creed  to  pay  the  price  within  a  lim¬ 
ited  time,  and  in  default  of  such  pay¬ 
ment  his  equitable  estate  is  foreclosed 
and  sold  to  pay  the  purchase  price; 
and  in  a  case  where  the  vendor  has 
sold  and  assigned  the  negotiable  evi¬ 
dence  of  indebtedness  given  for  the 
purchase  money  and  is  made  a  party 
lefendant  to  such  foreclosure  proceed¬ 
ings,  both  his  and  the  vendee’s  estate 
in  the  property  would  pass  by  a  fore¬ 
closure  sale  under  such  decree. 


Care  Required  of  Employers  Furnish¬ 
ing  Appliances.  —  The  law  requires 
an  employer  to  use  reasonable  care 
to  provide  reasonably  -safe  tools  and 
appliances  with  which  his  employe  is 
to  perform  the  duties  assigned  him. 
\n  employe  has  a  right,  the  supreme 
court  of  Nebraska  holds  (Kotera  vs. 
American  Smelting  &  Refining  Com¬ 
pany,  114  Northwestern  Reporter,  945) 
:o  assume  that  his  employer  has  used 
lue  diligence  in  providing  reasonably 
;afe  appliances  with  which  he  is  to 
aerform  his  duties,  and  does  not  as- 
;ume  the  risk  of  danger  arising  from 
he  employer’s  negligence  in  that  re¬ 
spect,  unless  the  employe  knows  and 
■ealizes  such  risk  of  danger.  The  em- 
aloye  is  not  obliged  to  pass  judgment 
lpon  his  employer’s  method  of  tran¬ 
sacting  his  business,  but  may  assume 
hat  reasonable  care  will  be  exercised 
n  furnishing  the  appliances  necessary 
or  its  operation.  The  rule  of  employ¬ 
er's  liability,  however,  is  different 
vhere  the  employe  knows  of  the  de¬ 
eds,  or  where  they  are  so  plainly 


observable  that  he  would  be  presumed 
to  know  of  them. 


Liability  of  Sellers  When  Purchasers 
Rely  on  Them. — Even  though  no  special 
skill  was  necessary  to  discover  the 
valueless  condition  of  the  property 
sold,  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  holds 
(Evans  vs.  Palmer,  114  Northwestern 
Reporter,  912)  that  if  the  purchasers 
were  in  fact  ignorant  of  its  true  con¬ 
dition  and  value,  if  the  sellers  knew 
of  its  true  condition  and  value,  and 
further  knew  that  the  purchasers  re¬ 
lied  upon  their  representations,  it 
then  became  their  duty  to  disclose 
truthfully  their  knowledge  of  the  en¬ 
tire  matter.  A  vendor  is  bound  by 
his  representations  as  to  the  quality 
and  condition  of  his  property,  when 
it  is  understood  between  him  and  the 
purchaser  that  the  purchaser  does  not 
rely  upon  his  own  knowledge  or  ex¬ 
amination,  but  relies  upon  the  state¬ 
ments  made  to  him  by  the  vendor. 


Meaning  of  ‘‘Graf t.”— The  word  “graft,” 
in  its  generally  accepted  meaning,  as 
applied  to  individuals,  public  officials, 
corporations,  etc.,  the  supreme  court 
of  Idaho  holds  (State  vs.  Sheridan, 
93  Pacific  Reporter,  656)  imputes  to 
the  person,  officer,  or  corporation 
charged  with  grafting  dishonesty;  dis¬ 
honest  gain  by  reason  of  public  office, 
or  public  or  private  position;  irregu¬ 
lar  or  unlawful  means  of  support;  the 
use  of  office  or  position  for  personal 
gain,  without  rendering  fair  or  com¬ 
pensatory  service;  to  steal;  to  swin¬ 
dle. 


The  Crime  of  Obtaining  Money  Under 
False  Pretenses.  —  To  constitute  the 
crime  of  obtaining  money  under  false 
pretenses  it  suffices,  the  supreme  court 
of  Florida  says  (Bowman  vs.  State, 
45  Southern  Reporter,  308),  that  the 
pretense  actually  deceived  and  was 
well  adapted  to  deceive  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  made  as  to  an  existing 
fact  or  circumstance,  and  thereby  in¬ 
duced  him  to  part  with  something  of 
value.  Unlike  larceny,  the  crime  of 
obtaining  money  under  false  pre¬ 
tenses  is  not  graded,  and  the  offense 
is  made  out  equally  and  alike  if  the 
amount  obtained  be  $1  or  $1,000. 


When  Employe  is  Assured  of  Safety. 
— An  employe,  who  is  assured  by  his 
employer  that  the  place  in  which  he 
is  about  to  do  his  work  is  safe  and  is 
directed  to  proceed  with  his  work,  the 
supreme  court  of  Minnesota  holds 
(Anderson  vs.  Pitt  Iron  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  114  Northwestern  Reporter, 
953)  may  to  some  reasonable  extent 
and  in  a  proper  degree  defer  to  the 
judgment  of  the  employer,  and  rely 
thereon. 


John  Fisher,  a  miner  in  the  Glen- 
wood  mine  near  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
was  injured  recently  by  a  fall  of  slate. 


The  Hughes-Jones  Coal  Company 
has  been  organized  at  Barbourville, 
Ky.,  and  has  leased  nine  hundred 
acres  of  coal  land,  which  it  will  de¬ 
velop  at  once. 

The  Putnam  Coal  &  Ice  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000, 
by  Henry  J.  Senger,  Charles  Senger 
and  Andrew  Ande. 

Thomas  E.  Green  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  John  Miner  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  have  incorporated  the  Monarch 
Coal  Company  at  Detroit,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $5,000. 

The  Babylon  Coal  &  Land  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  at 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  $2,500,000 
capital  stock.  The  incorporators  are 
R.  H.  Richardson,  E.  R.  Calloway,  W. 
T.  Stewart  and  others. 

The  Mutual  Coal  Company  has  been 
organized  at  New  York  City  to  deal 
in  coal  and  charcoal,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Mendel  Friedman,  I.  Berman  and 
Harris  Berman,  all  of  New  York. 

The  Chapman-Deegans  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  of  Beury,  W.  Va.,  has 
filed  articles  of  incorporation  show¬ 
ing  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The 
incorporators  are  J.  P.  Chapman,  J. 
C.  Sullivan  and  K.  S.  McClanahan. 

The  Columbia  Mining  &  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company  has  been  incorporat¬ 
ed  at  Columbia,  Tenn.,  by  C.  C.  Mor¬ 
gan,  E.  E.  Erwin,  John  H.  Collier,  J. 
H.  Morgan  and  W.  B.  Turner.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $15,- 
000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Atlantic  States  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  with  general  offices  at 
Richmond,  Va.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  new  company  is  $25,000,  and  the 
incorporators  are  Henry  Schachte  of 


Charleston,  W.  E.  Worth,  L.  S.  Ev¬ 
ans,  E.  S.  Simpson  and  F.  C.  Cramer. 

The  Edgewood  Coal  Company  has 
been  organized  at  Cameron,  Marshall 
county,  W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  of  the  new  concern  are  J.  L. 
Phillips,  C.  E.  Hutchinson,  W.  L. 
Dieringer,  F.  B.  Parriott  and  W.  A. 
McClumpy. 


Western  Notes. 

The  annual  convention  of  the 
Wholesale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation  of  Ohio  is  to  be  held  at 
Columbus,  June  10  and  11. 

Officials  of  the  .Central  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  report  all  the  miners  of  the 
concern  at  work  and  the  mines  ship¬ 
ping  steadily. 

The  pit  head  building  at  mine  No. 
24  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  at  Bevier,  Mo.,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  a  few  days  ago,  entailing  a  loss 
of  $15,000. 

C.  P.  Sheriff,  a  farmer  living  near 
Fort  Atkinson,  Wis.,  has  discovered  a 
bed  of  peat  near  his  farm.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  by  experts  that  there  is  at  least 
a  million  tons  of  fuel  in  the  bed. 

The  retail  coal  yard  of  J.  B.  Null  at 
Anderson,  Ind.,  has  been  taken  over 
by  R.  G.  and  W.  C.  Hull,  sons  of  J. 
A.  Hull,  well  known  in  that  city  as 
the  representative  for  several  eastern 
coal  companies. 

The  Lander  Coal  Company,  which 
owns  several  hundred  acres  of  coal 
lands  near  Lander,  Wyo.,  has  leased 
a  portion  of  its  holdings  to  T.  J.  Tar- 
ling.  It  is  believed  that  Mr.  Tarling 
represents  the  Gebo  interests,  which 
owns  two  thousand  acres  of  land  ad¬ 
joining  the  property  just  leased. 


CP  RPWMAN  M,NER  and  SHIPPER 

a  U.  DUfllllnN  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  "LOPEZ” 

“Back  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  tins 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Gallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS' 

SUPPLIES 


Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCIEEN  CO. 


COAL  FOR  SALE 

S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 

CHICACO  TOLEDO 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[March  2] 


Columbus,  Ohio,  March  19. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — Producers  and  job¬ 
bers  who  are  going  actively  after 
business  and  urging  upon  the  trade 
the  wisdom  of  being  forehanded  in 
case  there  should  be  a  suspension,  are 
realizing  an  increased  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness,  but  at  prices  that  are  not  very 
profitable.  Orders  taken  subject  to 
protection  against  decline  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  are  hedged  about  with  other 
provisions  that  robs  the  dealer  and 
steam  consumer  of  any  great  risk. 
Whatever  strength  the  market  has 
taken  on  comes  from  coddling,  rather 
than  from  a  healthy  demand.  Even 
this  has  not  been  of  enough  conse¬ 
quence  to  make  much  effect  upon  the 
general  dullness,  in  the  experience 
of  shippers  at  large. 

A  warm  March  is  having  a  very 
debilitating  effect  upon  current  do¬ 
mestic  business  and  there  is  practi¬ 
cally  nothing  doing  this  week.  The 
abnormal  balminess  which  now  pre¬ 
vails  is  believed  to  presage  rough 
weather  conditions,  at  least  in  spots, 
during  April  and  May,  as  was  the 
case  last  spring.  Nothing  is  heard  of 
any  formal  reduction  in  the  price  of 
domestic  coal,  nor  is  such  a  thing 
likely  to  be  considered  until  after  it 
has  been  definitely  settled  that  a  new 
wage  scale  has  been  adjusted.  The 
$1.50  price  on  lump  is  subjected  to 
quite  general  cutting,  ranging  from  10 
cents  to  25  cents  per  ton.  Mine-run 
is,  if  anything,  a  little  stronger, 
though  anything  better  than  90  cents 
or  95  cents  looks  extremely  good  to 
the  producer.  Nut  pea  and  slack  is 
fairly  strong  at  65  cents  to  75  cents, 
and  coarse  slack  at  55  cents.  Fine 
coals  have  been  prevented  from  going 
to  premium  prices  by  West  Virginia 
competition.  The  mines  in  that  state 
have  been  quite  generally  active,  load¬ 
ing  all  available  empty  coal  cars  and 
holding  them  in  reserve. 

Their  production  of  lump  and  mine 
run  as  been  far  in  excess  of  any  de¬ 
mand,  but  the  by-products  from  the 
same  have  been  absorbed  by  the  mar¬ 
ket. 

Collections  are  still  very  slow,  but 
aside  from  the  inconvenience  of  the 
shippers  in  doing  without  the  use  of 
the  money  this  is  not  a  serious  condi¬ 
tion,  as  most  accounts  are  with  trust¬ 
worthy  concerns.  The  revival  of  man¬ 
ufacturing  and  other  kinds  of  employ¬ 
ment  is.  proving  a  help  to  the  retail 
dealer  in  securing  the  settlement  of 
outstanding  coal  bills  from  customers. 


The  New  Lake  Season. 

Tn  regard  to  the  beginning  of  the 
lake  trade  there  is  a  reversed  state  of 
affairs  from  last  season.  Shippers 
were  extremely  anxious  a  year  ago  to 
get  movement  under  way,  but  a  late 
start  was  made  owing  to  the  upoer 
ports  containing  ice  well  on  into  May. 
Tt  appears  now  that  there  will  be  no 
hindrance  to  boats  from  this  source, 
and  that  navigation  will  be  free  by 
the  time  vessels  are  ready  to  go  into 
commission.  Any  tardiness  is  more 
likely  to  come  from  the  producers. 
The  condition  of  the  Northwest  docks, 
which  were  practically  bare  last 
spring,  are  now  such,  in  the  amount  of 
coal  that  it  has  been  carried  over, 
that  it  is  considered  unwise  policy  to 
rush  matters  at  the  outset  and  bring 
about  an  early  congestion. 

Tt  is  believed  that  the  coal  now  on 
the  docks  will  be  absorbed  during  the 
summer  in  some  way  by  the  railroad 


companies,  so  as  not  to  prevent  a  fair¬ 
ly  free  movement  during  the  season. 
With  the  natural  increase  in  the  coal 
consumption  of  the  Northwest, 
amounting  to  about  twenty  per  cent 
a  ytar,  next  winter’s  supply  would  not 
be  too  great,  in  case  of  normal  weath¬ 
er,  should  last  season’s  tonnage  be 
duplicated  this  season  and  added  to 
the  existing  surplus.  The  Sunday 
Creek  Company,  which  ships  more 
Hocking  coal  to  the  lakes  than  all 
other  producers  combined,  are  as  yet 
making  no  preparations  to  load  boats 
in  anticipation  of  the  opening  of  navi¬ 
gation,  as  was  the  case  a  year  ago. 
Tt  is  stated,  however,  that  they  expect 
during  the  season  to  get  up  the  same 
tonnage  as  that  of  1907,  amounting  to 
1,250,000  tons.  The  New  Pittsburgh 
Company  is  doing  some  little  loading, 
to  take  care  of  small  contracts.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company.  Few  lake  contracts  are 
reported  as  having  been  made  by  the 
big  companies  with  the  smaller  ones, 
to  help  supplement  the  former’s  pro¬ 
duction. 


New  Lake  Demurrage  Rules. 

The  Hocking  Valley  railroad  has 
announced  its  rules  governing  the 
shipment  of  lake  coal  for  the  coming 
season.  They  provide  that  cars  may 
be  loaded  in  advance  without  being 
subject  to  demurrage  before  May  15, 
in  accordance  with  the  privilege  re¬ 
cently  granted  by  the  Ohio  Railroad 
Commission.  For  the  purposes  of 
computation  May  and  June  will  be 
considered  as  one  calendar  month. 
With  these  exceptions  the  rules  are 
practically  the  same  as  last  year,  and 
are  generally  regarded  by  shippers  as 
being  very  satisfactory. 


Assumes  His  New  Duties. 

William  K.  Field,  the  new  practical 
head  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 
with  title  of  vice-president,  left  this 
week  to  take  hold  of  his  new  duties. 
Until  April  1  he  will  divide  his  time 
between  Columbus  and  Pittsburgh, 
after  which  he  will  take  up  his  per¬ 
manent  residence  in  the  latter  city. 

Mr.  Field  will  be  continued  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Company 
here,  but  the  responsibilities  of  the 
latter  position  will  be  lessened  by  in¬ 
creased  responsibilities  placed  upon 
some  of  the  old  officials  who  have 
been  serving  under  him.  Harry  Bee¬ 
son,  who  has  been  Mr.  Field’s  right- 
hand  man,  in  the  capacity  of  secretary 
and  auditor,  receives  the  deserved  pro¬ 
motion  of  being  made  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  and  given  the 
title  of  secretary  and  treasurer.  He 
will  have  charge  of  the  financial  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  corporation.  He  has  been 
with  the  company  since  1902,  and  has 
made  an  enviable  reputation. 

The  operating  affairs  of  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  in  the  hands  of  G.  C. 
Weitzel,  likewise  an  old  employe  of 
the  concern,  in  the  capacity  of  sales 
manager  and  later  manager  of  mines. 
He  has  been  made  vice-president  and 
general  manager,  and  as  a  practical 
coal  man  ranks  with  the  best  in  the 
Hocking  valley  field.  H.  S.  Marvin, 
who  has  been  cashier,  will  be  made 
auditor  to  succeed  Mr.  Beeson  and 
F.  S.  Knox,  now  chief  engineer,  will 
succeed  to  the  position  of  manager  of 
mines.  James  DeWolf,  late  northern 
sales  agent,  with  headquarters  at  To¬ 


ledo,  will  be  manager  of  sales.  A 
meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  will 
shortly  confirm  these  new  appoint¬ 
ments. 

No  coal  official  in  a  long  time  has 
left  Columbus  followed  by  more  uni¬ 
versal  regret  over  his  loss,  both  on 
the  part  of  his  immediate  business  as¬ 
sociates  and  on  that  of  the  coal  fra¬ 
ternity  generally,  than  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Field.  Added  to  his  popularity 
is  the  fact  that  he  is  a  Columbus 
product,  having  been  born  and  reared 
in  this  city. 


C.  &  O.  Coal  Shipments. 

Coal  and  coke  shipments  on  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  in  January  and 
seven  months  compare  with  last  year 
as  follows: 


January —  1908  1907  Increase 

Coal  (tons)  ...  805,208  777,189  28,019 

Coke  (tons)  v .  13,726  37,125  *23,399 


Total  .  818,934  814,314  4,620 

Seven  months — 

Coal  (tons)  ...6,855,741  5,543,513  1,312,228 

Coke  (tons)  ...  234,860  233,431  1,429 


Total  . 7,090,601  5,776,944  1,313,657 

’Decrease. 


News  in  Brief. 

W.  H.  Bennet,  manager  of  the 
Hocking  Coal  Exchange  &  Mining 
Company,  spent  several  days  in  To¬ 
ledo  this  week. 

N.  P.  Lampman,  father  of  L.  D.  Lamp- 
man,  former  owner  of  the  Hocking 
Coal  Exchange  &  Mining  Company, 
died  at  the  residence  of  his  son  in 
this  city  on  Monday  last. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice-president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  left  on 
Monday  for  New  York  City,  to  at¬ 
tend  a  meeting  of  the  Eastern  stock¬ 
holders  of  the  company. 

A  party  of  twenty-five  from  Colum¬ 
bus  and  other  Ohio  points  left  on 
Tuesday  evening  for  a  trip  of  inspec¬ 
tion  to  the  properties  of  the  Clear 
Creek  Coal  &  Lumber  Company  in 
Cumberland  county,  Tennessee. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Company  has 
complied  with  the  foreign  corpora¬ 
tion  law  of  Indiana  in  filing  articles 
with  the  secretary  of  state  in  Indiana, 
giving  the  amount  of  its  investment 
there.  This  is  placed  at  $19,000. 

J.  P.  Comiskey,  general  manager  of 
the  Ohio  &  Michigan  Coal  Company, 
Detroit,  was  in  Columbus  for  several 
days  last  week,  spending  most  of  the 
time  at  the  offices  of  the  Hocking 
Coal  Exchange  &  Mining  Company, 
of  which  he  is  president. 


Min*  31.  - Shafer  Min* 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Office :  88-91  Grlawold  Street 
H.  0.  Merldeth,  Vice-Tree. 

Mln*r*  and  Shipper* 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leaden — "Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Edward  Johnson,  who  was  recently 
elected  president  of  the  Lorain  Coal  5 
Dock  Company,  whose  general  office: 
are  in  Cleveland,  has  announced  hi; 
intention  of  still  retaining  his  resi 
dence  in  Columbus.  Roy  Wildermuth 
his  lately  appointed  private  secretary 
will  make  his  home  in  the  Forest  City 

D.  H.  Fobes  and  E.  W.  Tompkins 
of  the  Fobes-Tompkins  Coal  Com 
pany,  and  Horace  Maynard,  of  thi 
Maynard  Coal  Company,  made  a  tri j 
to  Cannelville,  Ohio,  on  Monday,  tc 
look  after  mining  properties  in  whicl 
both  companies  are  individually  inter 
ested  in  that  field. 

John  T.  and  C.  W.  Troll,  of  St 
Clairsville,  Ohio,  have  purchased  ; 
400-acre  tract  of  land  near  Maynard 
Ohio,  adjoining  the  already  larg 
holdings  which  they  have  in  that  vi 
cinity.  It  is  understood  that  th 
work  of  development  on  this  new  pur 
chase  will  be  started  at  an  early  date 

The  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  h 
Iron  Company  has  declared  the  reg 
ular  dividend  of  iy2  per  cent  on  pre 
ferred  stock,  through  a  meeting  of  it 
directors.  In  preparation  for  th 
early  opening  of  the  company’s  mam 
moth  brick  plant  at  Kachelmacher,  ii 
the  Hocking  Valley,  offices  will  be  es 
tablished  in  New  York  City,  where  i 
is  expected  that  much  of  the  produc 
will  be  sold. 

Reports  received  here  on  the  prog 
ress  of  the  improvements  on  th 
Hocking  Valley  docks  at  Toledo  ar 
to  the  effect  that  the  new  coal  hois 
and  loader  will  be  ready  for  operatioi 
by  April  15.  This  apparatus  will  b 
able  to  handle  cars  of  50-ton  capacit 
and  will  make  these  docks  among  th 
best  equipped  on  the  lakes.  The  To 
ledo  &  Ohio  Central  was  expected  t< 
put  one  of  their  loaders  in  operatioi 
this  week. 


The  Chicago  &  Alton  railroad  ha 
commenced  the  storage  of  coal  ii 
anticipation  of  a  prolonged  suspen 
sion  of  mining  after  April  1.  Tin 
company  is  dumping  coal  on  tin 
ground  at  Bloomington  and  Spring 
field. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 

General  Officeet 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManlgal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVeanish,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 
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Directory  of  Mine  Operator!  and  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Adver¬ 
tisements  appear  In  this 
Jonrnal. 


CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  36 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  33 
Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 37 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  4  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  6 

Crescent  Coal  4  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  9 

Diamond  C.  4  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  216  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  4  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  6 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  37 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  866  Dearborn 

St .  31 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  4  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  10 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  36 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  39 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 41 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  6 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  4 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  4  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  216  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  356  Dearborn  St. ...  6 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. ...  3 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
Williams  4  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  2 

Peoria, — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

darshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Irazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  8 

KENTUCKY. 

jouisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  4  Coke. ...  40 

LOUISIANA. 

lew  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  4  Coke 
Co .  40 

UAXTUITD. 

taltimore— 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  4  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

loston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St.  8 
Castner,  Curran  k  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St . 34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  36 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St . 39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  4  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St .  36 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St . 

Philadelphia  4  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

141  Milk  St .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  4  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

'etroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg.  . . 86 

Jewett,  Bigelow  4  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  82 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sunday  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

scanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

.  ,  MINNESOTA. 

>uluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  83 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  80 

linneapolls — 

Clark  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  4 

D.,  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  35 


PAGE 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  33 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara,  King  4  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  6 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg .  33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  30 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

P.  4  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  &  Peters.  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  32 
Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  34 
Chesapeake  4  Ohio  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway  .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  4  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  30 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  4  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  bldg . 36 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 
Penn.  Beech  Creek  4  Eastern  C.  Co....  0 

Philadelphia  4  Reading  Coal  4  Iron  Co., 

143  Liberty  St .  4 

Piper,  W.  H.,  4  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  6 

Ward  4  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  88 

Williams  4  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  4  Kemmerer,  New  York . 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  4  Eddy .  87 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg. . .  10 
Utica — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  4  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  34 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library .  35 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  32 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Kanawha  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co...  30 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  35 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  32 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  86 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  88 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 

K.  4  O.  Fuel  Co .  86 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  83 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  ig 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  s 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  l* 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J . 88 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg. . .  87 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co... .  82 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 


FAQ! 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  84 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  io 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia . 

Penn.  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  4  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  4  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  89 

W.  H.  Piper  4  Co.,  Real  Estate  4  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  82 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Whitney  4  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  g 

Greensburg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  4  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  4  C.  Co _ 82 

Nicoll,  B„  4  Co.,  232  6th  Ave . 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  82 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  82 
Fittston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  37 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  89 

Mauch  Chuuk — 

Whitney  4  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Beading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  2 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

W  ilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  4  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

BHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  37 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co .  87 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co..  86 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg . 36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  4  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg . 87 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt .  86 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

’’’■’•leston — - 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co .  87 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  83 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co .  8 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  89 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  9 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  88 
Penna  Coal  4  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co. 

Superior — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 

DISTRICT  Or  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  at.  88 
Philadelphia  4  Reading  C.  k  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  1! 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St.  E .  87 

London —  ENGLAND.  paoe 

Chesa.  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane .  37 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

Hull,  Blyth  4  Co.,  4  Fenchurcb  Ave....  10 


New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co. .  7 

CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUFFLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mentioa 
The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  48 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa  .  34 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  35 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  30 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  4  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  45 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Oltio .  43 

Cars  (Mins  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 43 

Hockensmith  Wheel  4  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa: . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  ill...  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  36 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts- 

_  burgh  .  34 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  33 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis!  32 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago... 
Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg . 32 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  43 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago.. 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  43 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  47 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  43 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  44 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.;  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Crossings  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  4  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 36 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  4§ 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  4  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  44 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Hockensmith  Wheel  4  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  49 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago . 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

B" Tines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  30 
Crawford  4  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  44 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 48 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg . 32 

Hale  4  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio .  30 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus.  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  83 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . . 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  4 

Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  ban  4  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa...  4 
Crawford  4  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  44 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  88 
Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
(Continued  on  Page  32.) 
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[March  21 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Advtrtisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions ,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED— To  buy,  one  150-K.W. 

generator,  250  volts,  with  engine  di- 
dectly  connected.  Christian  County 
Coal  Company,  Taylorville,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  rights — cheap — 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 

WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 
stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 

FOR  RENT — The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard.  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  —  Two 

years’  experience  as  yard  clerk  with 
large  company.  Best  of  references. 
Address  Box  66,  care  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  mine  man¬ 
ager  or  mining  engineer;  age  28;  16 
years  in  mines;  3  years  as  mine  man¬ 
ager,  etc.,  Illinois;  certificate,  I.  C.  S. 
diploma.  Box  65,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

FOR  SALE — 1,100  acres  Sewickley 

coal,  only  $50  per  acre.  This  tract  is 
on  railroad  in  West  Virginia  and  the 
same  vein  is  being  successfully  mined 
within  one-fourth  mile  of  this  land. 
Speak  quickly  for  this  bargain.  We 
sell  coal  lands  and  mines  on  commis¬ 
sion.  Correspondence  solicited.  Fi¬ 
delity  Realty  Syndicate,  Baltimore, 
Md. 


FOR  SALE — The  Carbon  Coal 

Company  has  300  to  600  acres  of  coal 
land,  two  miles  from  Johnston  City, 
Ill.  One-half  payment,  the  remainder 
in  twelve  months’  time.  Address  Box 
27,  Johnston  City,  Ill. 


FOR  SALE — 6,000  acres  of  coal  and 

timber  land  in  Pike  county,  Ky.,  on 
the  C.  &  O.  railroad,  4,500  feet  of 
timber  per  acre,  4  seams  of  coal,  av¬ 
erage  5  feet.  Price,  $50  per  acre.  Wm. 
Durham,  1002  First  National  Bank, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


FOR  SALE — 60,000  acres  of  coal 

and  timber  lands  in  Perry,  Knott  and 
Leslie  counties,  Ky.,  4,000  ft.  timber 
per  acre,  3  to  5  seams  coal.  Titles 
good,  $9  per  acre.  Wm.  Durham, 
1002  First  National  Bank,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 


WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE  —  257  acres  fine  coal 

land  on  Western  Maryland  railroad 
containing  Kittanning  and  all  other 
coal  up  to  big  vein,  controlling  front¬ 
age  of  about  4,000  acres  of  Kittanning 
and  Freeport  coal.  Very  desirable. 
Output  300  tons  daily.  Capacity  400. 
Electric  plant  comprising  two  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  electric  haulage  motors 
and  two  mining  machines,  one  125 
h.  p.  Erie  engine  and  boiler,  one  62^2 
k.  w.  Milwaukee  generators.  Address 
Herald,  Piedmont,  W.  Va. 


FOR  SALE — 450  acres  of  coal  land, 

of  first  quality  splint  coal,  on  the 
Kanawha  &  West  Va.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  vein 
opened;  analysis  shows  60  per  cent 
fixed  carbon.  Natural  gas  available. 
Abiel  Abbot,  53  South  St.,  New  York. 


PROPOSALS  FOR  FUEL,  MIN- 
eral  Oil,  Forage,  Straw  and  Horse¬ 
shoeing. — Chief  Quartermaster’s  Of¬ 
fice,  Federal  Building,  Chicago,  Ill., 
March  16,  1908. — Sealed  proposals,  in 
triplicate,  will  be  received  here,  and 
at  offices  of  the  quartermasters  at 
posts  named  below,  until  11  o’clock 
a.  nr.  April  15,  1908,  and  then  opened, 
for  furnishing  Fuel  and  Mineral  Oil  re¬ 
quired  during  the  year  commencing  July 
1,  1908,  at  Chicago,  Ill.;  Fort  Sheridan, 
HI.;  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind. ;  Thom¬ 
as,  Ky. ;  Brady  and  Wayne,  Mich.,  and 
sub-station,  Canton,  Ohio;  also  for 
furnishing  said  posts  and  stations  For¬ 
age  and  Straw  required  for  three 
months,  commencing  July  1,  1908,  and 
Horeshoeing  required  at  Chicago, 
Forts  Wayne  and  Brady,  Mich.,  dur¬ 
ing  said  year.  Information  furnished 
on  application  here  or  to  quartermas¬ 
ters  at  posts  named.  Envelopes  con¬ 
taining  proposals  to  be  indorsed  “Pro¬ 
posals  for  Fuel,”  etc.,  and  addressed 
to  Quartermasters  of  posts  named  or 
to  Lt.-Col.  W.  W.  Robinson,  Jr.,  C. 
Q.  M. 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
1  to  75  tons 

By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  I4I  Broadway.  New  York 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  aJl  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Rejected  Cases  and  Interfer* 
ence  Proceedings  a 
Specialty. 

Designs,  Trade-Marks,  Copyrights, 
Special  Facilities  for  Foreign 
Litigation. 

Expert  Service  Assured 

Write  Us 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York. 


DOUBLE  ELECTRIC  COAL  HOIST 


Designed  and  built  for  the 

National  Tube  Co.,  McKeesport,  Pa. 


The  Brown  Hoisting  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers,  Designers  and  Manufacturers  of 
HOISTING  MACHINERY  of  all  descriptions 

Main  Office  and  Works,  Cleveland,  0.  Branch  Offices,  New  York  &  Pittsburg 
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NEW  YORK.  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 
for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 

CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


SPEAKING  OF  TRADE  JOURNAL  ADVERTISING 


it  is  strange,  but  nevertheless  a  fact,  that  too  many  full  page  firms  are  apt  to  use  an  eighth  page  space.  It  is  hardly  consistent  for 
a  big,  wealthy,  successful  firm  to  make  their  bow  to  the  trade  through  the  medium  of  an  old  fashioned,  small  sized,  carelessly  con¬ 
structed,  card-like  advertisement,  which  is  not  half  big  enough  to  credibly  represent  the  business.  A  two-million  dollar  corpora¬ 
tion  with  a  $2.00  ad.  is  short-sighted  economy  on  the  part  of  the  advertiser. 


The  Philosopher 

SAYS 

“Courting  a  six-story  house  with 
a  woman  in  the  title  deed  is  one 
A'ay  of  seeking  wealth,”  but  a  surer 
way  to  make  money  is  to  sell 

Winifrede  Splint 

and 

Acme  Sootless 

Now  we  don’t  say  these  two 
brands  are  the  two  best  and  most 
profitable  coals  you  can  handle  and 
expect  that  to  convince  you.  We 
simply  ask  you  to  test  a  trial  car 
of  either  and  find  out  for  yourself. 
You’ll  never  understand  why  oth¬ 
ers  are  so  enthusiastic  over  these 
coals  until  you  yourself  commence 
selling  them.  Let  us  quote  you. 


HOSTLER  COAL  &  CORE  CO, 

355  Dearborn  Street 
1  CHICAGO 

N 


PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 
TO  ADVERTISERS 


WE  CAN  EQUIP  YOUR  MINE 
COMPLETE 

electrically  operated 

HOISTS  OUR  SPECIALTY 

HALE  <&  DUNCAN 

SCHOFIELD  BLDG.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


Specify 

“The 

Detroit” 

Lubricator 


Over  900,000  in 
use. 


Catalog  Free. 


Detroit  Lubricator  Pom  pan  y, 


DBTROIT,  U.  S.  A. 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  <2 BO.  A.  McILROT 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sale  Agents  for 


PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co/s 


Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creelr 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway,  PfRW  YORK 


A  Weekly  Review  ol  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 


RAILWAY  WORLD 


ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 
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MINE  RAILS 

RAILS 

12  -16-20  LB. 

NEW  RELAYING 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

M.  K.  FRANK 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

PITTSBURGH 

RAILS 


FOR  SALE, 


CHOICE 


RE-  LAY  I  NG 


30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

(and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb., 
„  1L  J  16  lb.,  20  lb.  ,25  lb.  ,30  lb.,  35  lb.  .40  lb., 

4a  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  you  want  and  where  you 
want  them  delivered.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST..  PITTSBURGH.  PA. 

®"We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 


FOR  SALE 

A  LINK  BELT  BUCKET  CONVEYOR 

about  200  feet  long,  including  wheels  and 
shafting,  also  a  fine  28  H.  P.  Fairbanks  & 
Morse  gasoline  engine.  The  above  has  been 
very  little  used  and  is  offered  for  sale  on 
account  of  altering  and  enlarging  our  yard. 
This  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  dealers  who 
contemplate  making  an  up  to  date  small  yard. 
WM.  H  JAMES  t,  BRO.,  5821  Daisied  St..  Chicago 

FOR  SAI.E 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  in.  gauge,  \%  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  III. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy.  III. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches. 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 
Address, 

Mining  Department, 

Central  Track  Supply  Co., 
Springfield,  Ohio. 

LOCOMOTIVE 

Second-Hand,  36-lnch  Gauge 

9x14  Davenport  Saddle  Tank 
CONDITION  GOOD,  PRICE,  $1,000 

L.  A.  Green  Company 

Pittsburgh,  Penna. 

DEALERS  IN  RAILS  AND  EQUIPMENT. 

Ifyouarein  the  market 
for  Mine  Equipment,  it 
will  pay  you  to  consult 
The  Black  Diamond. 

THE  OHIO  RAIL  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of 

LIGHT  STEEL  RAILS 

12,  16,  20,  25,  30,  35  and  40  lb. 

Also  Joints  and  Spikes. 

Mills  at  Sales  office, 

Newark,  O.  Park  Bldg.,  Pittsburg 

i 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 


=  SiouffM &  dcM  = 
Uaffet. 

-  //v  ST  1^0  VIS - 


For  Sale 


Two  Steam  Mine 
Pumps,  in  good 
condition  —  one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 


Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 


W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

STEEL 
1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 


Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT.  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BlDC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


YOUCH  STEAM  PUMPS 

-  -  MANUFACTURED  bv  — 

BOYTS,  PORTER  &  COMPANY 

CONNELSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 


Size: 


10x5xl6-inch 
3 


nch  Special  Double  Plunger  Boiler  Feed  Pump, 
-inch  Suction,  2j4-inch  Discharge. 


NINE 

PUMPS 

TANK 

PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 

PUMPS 

COMPOUND 
PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 


Electrical 
Power  Pumps 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pomps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Presaora  Pomps 

Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pomps 

with 

Pot  Valve 
Water  Chamber 


Size: 


4-inch  Pistons.  8-inch  Stroke.  4-inch  Suction,  <-inch  Discharge, 
80  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 


Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valves.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
2  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


John  o.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-30-35  40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joint*  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  (The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  j  Mills,  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMBNT 
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MOTORS. 
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Cyclone  Drilling  Machinery  Co..  Orr- 

ville,  Ohio .  44 
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Pulverizers. 
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Wagon  loading  from  overhead  bins  of  pocket  erected 
for  Julius  Knack,  Detroit.  Mich. 


QUICK— CLEAN— PROFITABLE 

Link°Belt  Coal  Pocket  Equipments 

offer  the  most  reliable  and  permanent  form  of  profit¬ 
able  coal  handling — 21c  a  ton  is  saved  over  manual 
methods;  quick  deliveries;  neatness  in  and  about 
the  yard  —  all  add  to  the  dealer's  income. 

We  will  furnish  proof,  plans  and  estimates 

Link=Belt 

Company 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  INDIANAPOLIS 

NEW  YORK  PITTSBURGH  ST.  LOUIS  SEATTLE 

299  Broadway  1501  Park  Bldg.  Missouri  Trust  Bldg.  440  New  York  Block 
DENVER  NEW  ORLEANS 

Lindroth,  Shubart  &  Co.  Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


The  Coal  Dealers’  Blue  Book 

Contains  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 
Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 
Coal  ana  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

For  Details  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN  COMPANY 

Pennsylvania  Building  324  Dearborn  Street 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO 


BUSINESS  AID 


gives  in  a  nutshell  business  world 
news  and  views,  points  or  methods,  things  different  editors  are 
saying,  new  ideas  from  business  conventions,  busmess  law  news  for 
store  and  office,  business  law  answers,  etc.  It’s  a  unique  Business 
Magazme  you  want.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  Address 
“Business  Aid,”  112  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


New  Points 


will  keep  you  posted  on  new 

points  being  laid  down  in  costly 
litigation  which  may  be  worth  a 
Magazine  good  deal  to  know.  It  covers 

112  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL,  accounts,  contracts,  agency,  part¬ 

nership,  patents,  sales,  etc.  Try  it  a  year  for  25c;  4  months  10c.  It’s  a 
helper,  trouble  saver. 


National  Bank  Bldg.  THE  C.  G.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO.  OldColonyBldg, 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 

GENERAL  OFFICE: 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser*. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS  President  No.  1  Broadway 
New  Yo  k 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


<< 


99 


R.  S.  McVEIGH.  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER,  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Micb. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prep^ra-ticm 


From  the  model  mines  ol  the  United  Stales  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons— 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 


Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office.  No.  I  Broadway,  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Bremen  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY,  1,23 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


rvTrunrvnnrvnru~uw~unnrvirirvvwnrvwnnnr^^ 

L _ _  J 

STEEL  SCREEN  BARS,  ALL  SIZES  IN  STOCK 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co. 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment 

Let 

Us 

Submit 
Plans 

and 

Estimates 

Wheel  with  steel  cap. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


35 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.’ ’ 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  12b  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- — - - - Branch  Offices  : - - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 


W.  J.  MAGEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 


THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mines  on  Cabin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  Weet  Virginia  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ra.ilwa.y. 

QUALITY  SUPERIOR.  PREPARATION  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 


OTTUMWA  BOX 


Ottumwa  Rocking  Cradle  Loader,  Lethbridge,  Alta. 

OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR 

Main  Office  and  Factory 
OTTUMWA.  IOWA. 


CAR  LOADERS 

LOAD  ALL  BULK  MATERIALS 

And  load  them 

ECONOMICALLY 

CAREFULLY 

RAPIDLY 

THE  OTTUMWA  ROCKING  CRADLE 
IS  THE  VERY  BEST 

If  your  neighbor  has  one  then  you  should  have  one.  They  save 
him  money.  Why  not  you  have  the  same  advantage?  If  the 
neighbor  does  not  have  one, 

THEN  “BEAT  HIM  TO  IT.” 

LOADER  COMPANY 


rdanchpc  i  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent. 
DKAlNLnLb  |  HOUSTON,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Mention  Thi  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser  a 
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REGISTERED 

“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 


No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 

COAL 


Dicksorv  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

*  BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


3000  ton  Jeffrey  Coal  Tipple  at  the  mines  of  The  Pocahontas  Consoli¬ 
dated  Collieries  Co.  One  of  the  most  completely  equipped  and 
best  arranged  tipples  in  America. 


Jeffrey 


Mine  and  Tipple  Equipment 

Includes 

Coal  Cutters,  Drills,  Locomotives 
Ventilating  Fans,  Pumps,  Hoists, 

Cages,  Crossover  Dumps,  Screens, 
Crushers,  Pulverizers,  Car  Hauls, 
Picking  Tables,  Coal  Washeries, 
Elevators,  Conveyors,  Etc. 

THE  JEFFREY  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  SWR: 

New  York,  Chicago,  Boston,  Pittsburgh,  Denver,  St.  Louis, 
Knoxville,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  Montreal,  Oanada 


Mention  Th*  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Oar  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk.  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building.  Chicago.  Ill. 

50  Congress  street,  boston.  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Caal 

Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 

Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building.  Roanoke,  V,. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blvth  &  Company, 
i  renchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C„  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Qen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  ADHIRALTY  flARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO.  x^'cmckco 

PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Advertising  serves  to  introduce  salesman  to  customer — If  your  salesman  calls  upon  a  man  desired  as  a 
patron  and  finds  that  the  latter  knows  your  coal  or  machinery  through  your  advertising,  he  stands 
a  far  better  chance  than  he  would  if  the  advertising  had  never  been  seen. 

Ask  your  salesman  if  he  does  not  think  an  advertisement  in 
THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  would  help  him  with  his  trade. 


William  Marmet,  Prcst.  Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest.  N  Edwin  Marmet,  Vtce-Preat.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 

THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

J52T"4  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gsauinc  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Mwotina  Tui  Buka  DuiMS*  wl 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 


Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 


The  Hayward  Company,  97  Cedar  st..  New  York 


"  LONG  OISTANGE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1982 

'  RECTOR  bSStO 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATBB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWABE  A  HUDSON  CO'S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  i 

BOSTON  OFFICE!  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  A  T 

Bituminous  \svrx\L/ 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  TheBlack  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE3T  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Matin  Tn  Black  Diamok* 


written 


The  Black  Diamond 


Vol.  40.  No.  13. 


CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 


MARCH  28,  1908. 


NEW  YORK 
PITTSBURGH 


$3.00  Per  Year. 


Supplying  the  Navy  Fleet  With  Coal. 

An  Official  Statement,  Based  Upon  Results  Obtained  on  the  Run  From  Hampton  Roads  to  Magdalena  Bay,  Shows  the 
Total  Coal  Consumption  of  Evans’  Fleet  on  Its  Trip  to  San  Francisco  to  Be  101,000  Tons — Providing  Coal  for 
Future  Movements  Is  Largely  a  Matter  of  Transportation  Costs. 


Furnishing  the  fleet  of  the  United  States 
Navy  with  coal  is  coming  to  be  one  of  the 
problems  of  the  year  as  far  as  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  government  and  the  coal  trade  are 
concerned.  This  is  going  to  be  a  problem  of 
some  serious  importance  in  future  if  the  naval 
program  outlined  in  the  last  month  is  carried 
to  a  successful  completion. 

It  is  announced,  for  instance,  that  the  United 
States  fleet,  now  in  Pacific  waters,  will  return 
to  the  Atlantic  having  completed  a  circle  of  the 
globe,  the  return  home  being  made  by  way  of 
the  Suez  canal.  On  the  other  hand  a  definite 
announcement  of  the  navy  program  inclines  to 
the  belief  that  the  United  States  government  in¬ 
tends,  in  the  future,  to  have  two  fleets,  each  of 
equal  size,  at  least,  with  the  present  fleet  now 
on  the  Pacific  coast.  It  is  the  ultimate  intention 
that  one  of  these  shall  be  kept  in  the  Atlantic 
and  the  other  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Of  course 
means  of  communication  will  be  more  direct 
and  the  maintenance  of  these  fleets,  and  even 
their  join  action,  will  be  much  simpler  after 
the  Panama  canal  has  been  opened,  but  that  will 
be  a  matter  of  fifteen  years  from  now,  and  so 
the  present  problem  is  that  of  supplying  the  fleet 
with  coal,  considering  that  the  coal  must  be 
moved  either  overland  or  around  Cape  Horn. 

In  this  connection  some  statements  have  been 
made  recently  by  Naval  officers  which  are  con¬ 
sidered  of  unusual  importance:  When  the  fleet 
arrived  at  Magdalena  Bay  in  lower  California, 
on  March  17,  Capt.  R.  R.  Ingersoll,  chief  of 


the  staff  to  Rear  Admiral  Evans,  made  the 
statement  as  to  the  possibilities  of  the  fleet.  He 
said : 

“The  trip  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Magdalena 
Bay  has  demonstrated  that  the  Atlantic  fleet 
can  go  to  any  part  of  the  world  if  coal  is  pro¬ 
vided.  The  plans  which  were  formulated  last 
August  for  the  coaling  on  the  present  cruise 
provided  for  the  use  of  eighty  tons  per  steam¬ 
ing  mile.  Then  there  were  added  eight  addi¬ 
tional  tons  daily  for  various  necessary  allow¬ 
ances.  We  have  found  that  we  were  able  to 
keep  well  within  the  estimate  and  continue  at  a 
ten-knot  speed.  The  arrangements  for  coal¬ 
ing,  at  all  of  our  various  stops,  have  been  carried 
out  and  the  plans  arranged  have  been  proved 
entirely  adequate.  At  Rio  de  Janeiro  we  took- 
on  24,000  tons;  at  Punta  Arenas  we  took  aboard 
21,000  tons;  at  Callao  21,000  tons;  and  at  Mag¬ 
dalena  Bay,  when  we  had  finished  with  the 
colliers,  we  had  taken  on  35,000  tons.  This  sup¬ 
ply  is  adequate  to  last  until  the  fleet  reaches 
San  Francisco  and  contemplates  also  the  amount 
of  coal  which  will  be  required  to  use  in  target 
practice." 

In  all,  the  coal  consumed  will  have  amounted 
to  101,000  tons  up  to  the  time  the  ships  shall 
have  arrived  at  San  Francisco.  The  return  trip 
to  the  Atlantic  will  require  at  least  that  amount 
of  coal,  if  not  more,  so  it  is  comparatively  safe 
to  figure  that  before  the  big  fleet  returns  to  the 
Atlantic  the  total  amount  of  coal  consumed 
will  be  approximately  225,000  tons. 


It  will  require  a  good  deal  of  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  in  the  future,  to  keep 
this  amount  of  coal  moving  constantly  to  the 
fleet,  especially  when  the  latter  is  located  upon 
the  Pacific  coast.  At  least  this  will  be  true  if 
the  government  insists  upon  using  the  grade  of 
coal  which  it  has  been  accustomed  to  use  here¬ 
tofore.  Froni  now  on  the  coal  markets  will 
probably  strive  with  each  other  to  obtain  an 
advantage  in  the  matter  of  disposing  of  this  coal 
to  the  government,  but  the  only  advantage  which 
should  be  permitted  to  accrue  to  anyone  will 
be  in  the  grade  of  coal  and  the  cheapness  laid 
down  on  board  the  fleet.  It  is  a  matter  of 
minor  consideration  whether  the  smokeless  coal 
comes  from  Pennsylvania  or  West  Virginia,  or 
whether  it  comes  from  the  Rocky  Mountain 
states  where  some  high  grade  coal  is  annually 
produced,  so  long  as  the  steaming  quality  is  such 
as  meet  the  naval  requirements  and  so  long  as 
little  smoke  is  produced. 

If  a  big  fleet  of  this  kind  is  going  to  be  sta¬ 
tioned  on  the  Pacific  it  is  sure  a  large  quantity 
of  coal  will  have  to  be  consumed.  Since  trans¬ 
portation  cost  enters  so  largely  into  the  ultimate 
cost  of  the  coal  to  the  government  an  advantage 
seems  to  rest  with  the  producers  of  higher  grade 
coal  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  territory  especially 
as  to  supplying  the  Pacific  fleet.  If  the  new  fleet 
is  going  to  be  constructed  for  the  Atlantic  the 
eastern  coal  producers  will  still  have  their  old 
market  while  the  transfer  of  the  old  fleet  to  the 
Pacific  will  give  a  new  coal  market  for  western 
mines. 


U.  S.  S.  Connecticut  Taking  on  Coal  at  the  Somerset  Dock  for  Trip  to  Pacific 
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Track  Hoppers  are  Considered  Essential. 


In  building  Coal  Pockets  the  Reduction  in  Cost  of  Handling  is  the  First  Thing  Considered. 


Of  the  coke  ovens  in  the  Connellsville  field 
nearly  all  are  now  idle.  The  Colonial  Coke 
Company  has  banked  all  of  its  ovens,  the  Rai¬ 
neys  have  only  150  out  of  3,011  in  blast,  and 
the  Washington  Coal  and  Coke  Company  has 
only  150  out  of  1,000  burning. 


The  number  of  concrete  coal  pockets  now  being 
built  by  the  retail  coal  dealers  throughout  the 
country  is  indicative  of  a  general  desire  to  cut 
down  the  operating  expense,  but  with  each  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  it  is  beginning  to  appear 
that  the  designs  are  gradually  becoming  more 


manufactured  and  installed  by  the  Link-Belt 
Company  of  Philadelphia.  The  regulation  con¬ 
veyor  system  is  here  installed,  the  elevator  be¬ 
ginning  to  take  coal  at  the  bottom  of  the  track 
hopper  and  hoisting  it  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
feet  per  minute  to  the  top  of  the  coal  pocket 


where  it  is  turned  over  to  another  conveyor 
which  deposits  the  coal  at  the  point  where  the 
operator  of  the  plant  desires  to  place  it.  The 
concrete  building  is  not  only  fireproof  but 
weather  proof  and  is  also  absolutely  rigid  in  its 
construction.  Hence,  the  life  of  the  machinery, 
under  these  circumstances,  is  expected  to  be 
much  greater  than  it  would  were  the  machinery 
permitted  to  run  in  another  kind  of  building 
where  the  elements  had  some  effect  upon  it  and 
where  the  movement  of  the  machinery  would 
have  some  influence  upon  the  rigidity  of  the 
building. 

The  concrete  construction  on  this  pocket  was 
done  by  McLaughlin  Brothers,  Inc.,  of  Balti¬ 
more.  It  is  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  work  of 
this  kind,  considering  the  size  of  the  pocket. 
The  pocket  is  sixty  feet  high  and  carries  nearly 
three  hundred  tons.  There  is  no  apparent  vibra¬ 
tion  even  with  a  heavy  train  passing  through  at 
high  speed.  The  coal  is  delivered  to  the  elevating 
machinery  from  a  siding  where  the  car  drops 
the  coal  into  a  hopper.  The  hopper  is  covered 
by  a  concrete  roof  to  protect  it  from  the  weather. 
The  work  thus  can  be  done  with  great  rapidity 
and  without  any  loss  to  the  coal. 

One  of  the  interesting  features,  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  this  building,  was  the  fact  that  it  was 
put  up  when  labor  was  scarce  and  when  the 
time  of  railroads  was  worth  a  great  deal  of 
money.  Without  stopping  a  train  or  causing 
any  delay  whatever  McLaughlin  Brothers,  Inc., 
completed  this  concrete  pocket  in  sixty  days  of 
actual  working  time.  This  is  considered  a  record 
on  a  building  of  that  size. 


The  stockholders  of  the  Manchester  (N. 
H.)  Coal  &  Ice  Company,  capitalized  at 
$25,000,  have  voted  to  sell  their  plant  to  the 
New  England  Investment  Company. 


and  more  symmetrical.  For  instance,  certain 
principles  are  beginning  to  govern  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  nearly  all  the  coal  pockets,  especially 
the  overhead  charging  of  the  pockets  and  the 
gravity  method  of  loading  the  coal  out  into  the 
wagon.  It  is  now  realized  that  a  track  hopper  is 
becoming  almost  a  fixture  with  most  of  the 
strictly  modern  pockets,  the  latter  feature  having 
the  advantage  of  cheapening  the  cost  of  unload¬ 
ing  the  car  as  well  as  having  a  temporary  rest¬ 
ing  place  for  the  coal  in  case  the  conveyor  sys¬ 
tem  is  not  ready  to  move  the  coal  upward  into 
the  pocket  at  the  time  dumping  begins.  In  these 
track  hoppers  the  conveyor  system  is  merely  ex¬ 
tended  down  below  the  level  of  the  track  in¬ 
stead  of  ending  slightly  above  it  as  is  the  case 
in  most  of  the  older  style  pockets.  _  The  cost 
of  operating  is  not  any  more  than  is  the  case 
with  one  of  the  older  designs. 

The  Black  Diamond  presents  this  week  two 
illustrations  of  a  coal  pocket  erected  for  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  Company  at  Con¬ 
cord,  Va.  It  is  realized  that,  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  word,  this  is  not  a  retail  pocket,  but  it 
contains  so  many  features  adaptable  to  the  retail 
trade  that  it  is  given  in  this  connection.  This 
pocket  is  made  completely  of  concrete  and  spans 
the  main  track  of  the  railroad,  with  some  addi¬ 
tional  facilities  for  taking  care  of  switch  engines 
at  the  same  time.  The  arrangement  of  the  chutes 
Is  such  that  two  or  three  locomotives  can  take 
•coal  at  the  same  time,  and  in  case  of  an  emer¬ 
gency,  the  coal  handling  machinery  will  supply 
as  many  engines  as  can  be  accommodated  on 
tracks  within  reach.  In  addition  to  the  coal 
pocket,  the  storage  capacity  of  which  is  only  300 
tons,  there  is  a  sand  pocket  and  a  contrivance 
for  drying  the  sand  before  storing  so  that  a 
supply  is  always  available  for  use. 

The  conveyor  system  in  this  elevator  was 


Link-Belt  Machinery  in  the  Concord  Pocket. 


Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  Pocket  at  Concord,  Va. 
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RF. TAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers' Association  of  Ohio 

Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa,  and  Nebraska 

Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association 
Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants'  Association 
Missouri  and  Kansas  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association  of  Texas 

Rocky  Mountain  Coal  Men’s  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Asso.  of  Oklahoma  and.  Indian  Territory. 

RETAIL 

ASSOCIATION 

NEWS 

RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants 

Eastern  and  Central  New  York  Merchants’  Association 

Mam  State  Coal  Dealers'  Association 

Merrimack  Valley  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  the  New  England  States 
Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Association 

New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association 
Canadian  Coal  Association 

Southeastern  Retail  Coal  Merchants'  Association 

Virginia-Carolina  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

y  - 

•* 

One  of  the  most  important  matters  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  officers  of  retail  associa¬ 
tions  nowadays  is  the  very  apparent  fact  that 
if  the  association  is  to  succeed  it  has  to  do 
something  of  definite  value  not  only  for  the 
members  of  the  association  but  the  entire 
trade  in  any  given  section. 

It  has,  of  course,  to  be  of  benefit  to  its 
members,  else  it  will  lose  their  patronage, 
furthermore  it  is  being  more  and  more  clearly 
shown  each  month  that  an  association  in¬ 
creases  in  strength  and  membership  only  as  it 
shows  those  outside  of  the  association  what 
power  it  can  wield  for  the  betterment  of  the 
whole  trade.  These  two  demands  centering 
upon  the  officers  and  board  of  directors  of 
the  retail  association  show  them  very  clearly 
that  definite  steps  in  advance  must  be  taken 
if  the  association  is  going  to  continue  to  grow 
as  it  has  a  right  to. 

In  the  last  two  months  a  good  deal  that 
various  trade  associations  throughout  the 
United  States  have  done  for  the  betterment 
of  conditions  is  being  brought  to  a  head.  A 
conspicuous  example  of  this  was  the  fact  that 
it  was  the  association  qyovement  which  prac¬ 
tically  brought  the  Culberson-Smith  and  the 
Fuller  bills  before  the  national  congress  and 
compelled  their  consideration  by  the  federal 
lawmakers.  While  these  general  policies  have 
been  mapped  out  and  carried  to  completion 
by  the  larger  associations  equipped  with 
plenty  of  money  the  smaller  associations  have 
been  doing  an  equally  important  work  in  build¬ 
ing  up  the  conditions  in  various  territories 
for  the  betterment  of  the  members. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these  latter 
things  is  the  issuance  of  a  new  book  by  the 
Illinois  &  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  as¬ 
sociation,  this  book  having  gone  out  to  the 
members,  jobbers  and  coal  operators  of  the 
two  states  within  the  week.  Secretary  Luk- 
ens,  who  has  spejit  several  months  compiling 
this  book  calls  it  a  “Directory  and  Coal  Ship¬ 
pers’  Guide.”  Among  other  things  it  con¬ 
tains  on  one  of  the  fly  leaves  the  officers  of 
the  association  and  then  follows  with  a  letter 
to  mine  operators,  jobbers  and  shippers  giving 
the  purpose  of  this  directory. 

Purpose  of  the  Directory. 

In  this  connection  the  association  declares 
that  this  is  a  directory  of  the  towns  repre¬ 
sented  in  this  association,  revised  to  date, 
showing  all  of  the  coal  dealers  and  the  manu¬ 
facturing  plants  which  are  consumers  c/f  coal 
and  to  whom  the  mine  operators,  jobbers  and 
shippers  can  sell  coal  and  find  a  good  market. 
It  is  explained  in  this  letter  that  the  retail 
dealers,  who  are  not  members  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  are  indicated  by  a  star  and  the  manufac¬ 
turing  plants  are  indicated  by  an  “S.”  It  is 
the  purpose  of  the  association  to  revise  this 
book  semi-annually,  the  first  time  in  April 
and  again  in  September.  The  latter  goes 
on  to  request  that  the  mine  operators,  jobbers 
and  shippers,  shall  assist  in  making  this  book 
correct  by  calling  attention  to  any  inquiries 
or  orders  received  from  others  whose  names 
do  not  appear  in  the  book  and  also  to  any 
change  which  comes  to  the  notice  of  the  op¬ 
erators,  shippers  or  jobbers.  In  this  way  it  is 
hoped  to  make  the  book  more  complete  and 
authentic. 

To  the  members  of  the  association  Secre¬ 
tary  Lukens  has  written  a  letter  included  in 
this  book,  which  requests  them  to  examine 
the  lists  frequently  and  whenever  there  are 
any  changes,  corrections  or  additions  that 
should  be  made  to  notify  him  as  promptly  as 
possible.  In  this  kind  of  way  the  list  will  al¬ 
ways  be  complete  and  authentic  and  can  be 


depended  upon  by  the  coal  shippers  in  all 
cases.  In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  just  what 
this  book  contains  and  what  it  is  going  to 
mean  to  the  coal  trade,  two  pages  are  to  be 
reproduced  herewith;  one  of  them,  the  first, 
will  show  the  key  to  the  book  itself  and  is 
called  the  abbreviations.  This  page  is  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

ABBREVIATIONS. 

BLANK — Members  of  the  Illinois  &  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 

STAR — Coal  Dealers,  non-members  of  the 
Illinois  &  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association. 

“S” — Manufacturing  plants  using  a  consider¬ 
able  quantity  of  steam  coal  for  manufactur¬ 
ing  purposes. 

ASTERISK  (*) — Information  incomplete  as 
to  all  of  the  dealers  and  manufacturing 
plants. 

XX — Not  coal  dealers,  but  sometimes  sell  coal 
in  a  retail  way. 

Figures  indicate  the  population,  census  1900. 

The  other  page  is  the  first  one  containing 
the  names  of  the  dealers  in  the  city  mentioned. 
By  a  little  study  of  the  key  presented  above 
the  following  page  can  be  understood  and 
proves  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  literature  on  the  subject  of  possible  mar¬ 
kets  for  coal  in  the  various  states.  This  page 
is  as  follows: 

ILLINOIS. 

Abingdon.- — 2,022. 

Young,  T.  F.  &  Son. 

♦Torrance,  F.  L. 

S^Abingdon  Brick  Yard. 

.  S- Abingdon  Wagon  Co. 

S-Globe  Shirt  &  Overall  Co. 

Addison. — 591. 

Rittmueller  &  Son. 

S-Newtou  &  Colhapp  (Creamery). 

Albany. — 629. 

McNeill  &  Beach. 

Algonquin. — 550. 

Peter  &  Johnson. 

'  Vette,  H.  L. 

S-Aetna  Sand  &  Gravel  Co. 

S-American  Torpedo  Sand  Co. 

S-Borden’s  Condensed  Milk  Co. 

Alpha.— 355. 

Johnston  Lumber  Co. 

S-Tri-County  Light  &  Power  Co. 

Alpine.— 21. 

Cooper,  A.  H. 

Amboy. — 1,826. 

Bates,  Geo.  D. 

Hussey  Lumber  Co. 

Jones  &  Berry. 

Morrow,  F.  J. 

♦La  Salle  Co.  Carbon  Coal  Co. 

S-Amboy  Electric  Light  Co. 

S-Sanitary  Creamery  Co. 

Apple  River. — 576. 

Charlton,  James  &  Son. 

Opie  Bros. 

Areola. — 1,995. 

Bradbury  Bros. 

♦Harris,  R.  O. 

♦National  Elevator  Co. 

S-Arcola  Mfg.  Co.  XX. 

S-Woodworth,  S.  L.  XX. 

Argenta. — 525. 

Hamilton,  T.  B. 

♦Ray,  J.  W. 

S-Shellabarger  Elevator  Co. 

Arlington  Heights. — 1,380. 

Hitchcock,  T.  J. 

Tibbits,  Cameron  Lumber  Co. 

♦Pate,  S.  E. 

S-Bray  &  Kates.  XX. 

S-Peter  &  Volz  Foundry.  XX. 


Ashland. — -1,201. 

Votsmier,  J.  C. 

♦Anderson,  Robert. 

*Tones  T  Ross 

S-Sehy,' John  (Brick  &  Tile  Mfg.).  XX. 
Ashley. — 953. 

Brown,  C.  H. 

♦Cowle,  W.  S. 

Ashton.— 756. 

Griffith,  J.  C. 

♦Leslie,  Wm. 

Avon. — 809. 

Avon  Milling  &  Mfg.  Co. 

Bailey  ville. — 187. 

Geiger,  W.  J. 

Purpose  of  the  Book. 

The  real  purpose  of  issuing  this  book  is  to 
give  the  operators,  jobbers  and  shippers  an 
idea  of  those  to  whom  coal  can  properly  be 
shipped  by  the  operators,  shippers  and  job¬ 
bers  without  coming  in  conflict  with  the  de¬ 
sire  of  the  association  that  irregular  shipments 
should  cease  instantly.  In  order  to  assist  the 
shippers  the  names  of  all  manufacturing  con¬ 
cerns  are  given.  This,  in  itself,  should  prove 
valuable  to  any  shipper  who  is  seeking  to 
broaden  his  market. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are  some  factories 
within  the  two  states  which  occasionally  show 
a  disposition  to  buy  coal  for  their  own  use  and 
distribute  it  to  employes  at  reduced  retail 
prices.  These  factories  are  also  made  known 
to  the  shipper  and  jobber  through  the  key 
presented  in  the  front  of  the  book.  There  are 
occasionally  in  some  of  the  towns  men  who 
buy  coal  from  jobbers  and  shippers  at  whole¬ 
sale  and  appear  for  the  time  as  retail  dealers, 
but  who  are  really  only  doing  a  little  scalp¬ 
ing  on  coal  and  have  no  yards  or  equipment 
of  their  own.  These  parties  are  also  indicated 
for  the  benefit  of  the  shippers  who  desire  to 
treat  the  retail  dealers  fairly.  The  issuance  of 
this  book  is  the  most  clever  stroke  and  prom¬ 
ises  to  be  one  of  the  big  things  in  retail  cir¬ 
cles  for  this  year. 

In  putting  these  books  out  Ray  Wilbur  the 
president  of  the  association  has  written  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  wholesale  trade  in  which  he  de¬ 
clares  he  is  pleased  to  send  therewith  one 
copy  of  the  membership  “Directory  and  Coal 
Shippers’  Guide,”  covering  all  cities  and  towns 
represented  in  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  As¬ 
sociation.  He  hopes  that  the  directory  may 
be  the  means  of  further  promoting  the  general 
welfare  of  the  coal  industry.  He  concludes  by 
hoping  to  receive  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  wholesalers  in  keeping  this  directory  cor¬ 
rect  and  authentic.  The  letter  by  Mr.  Wilbur 
to  the  members  of  the  association  announces 
that  copies  of  this  book  has  been  sent  to  all 
mine  operators,  shippers  and  jobbers  doing 
business  in  association  territory  and  request-j 
ing  its  use  by  them  when  making  quotations 
and  shipments.  He  hopes  that  all  members 
will  co-operate  with  Secretary  Lukens  in  mak¬ 
ing  and  keeping  this  directory  correct  so  that 
it  will  be  the  means  of  further  promoting  the 
general  welfare  of  the  retail  end  of  the  coal 
industry.  He  requests  especially  that  each 
member  examine  the  list  carefully  and  if  there 
should  be  any  additions,  corrections  or  altera¬ 
tions  that  they  should  advise  the  secretary 
promptly  with  full  information. 

It  is  natural  that  such  a  work  as  this  should 
have  a  most  beneficial  effect  in  strengthen¬ 
ing  the  organization  and  that  the  members 
are  appreciating  the  work  of  the  association 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  recently  the  follow¬ 
ing  new  members  have  been  added  to  the  as¬ 
sociation  list: 

Illinois:  C.  H.  Brown,  Ashley,  Ill.;  W.  M. 
Simmons,  Berwick,  Ill.;  Burrell  Sparks,  Bush- 
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nell,  Ill.;  Pete  Dailey,  Canton,  Ill.;  G.  W. 
Bowles,  Casey,  Ill.;  Buxton  &  Appleby,  Casey, 
Ill.;  Watts  &  Jones,  Casey,  Ill.;  P.  A.  Lord 
Lumber  Co.,  Downer’s  Grove,  Ill.;  Schmidt 

6  Son,  Elizabeth,  Ill.;  F.  A.  Guenther,  Pearl 
City,  Ill.;  Geo.  D.  Montelius  &  Co.,  Piper  City, 
Ill.;  Tibbitts,  Cameron  Lumber  Co.,  Syca¬ 
more,  Ill. 

Wisconsin:  Henry  Burns,  Barneveld,  Wis.; 
Wilson-Weber  Lumber  Co.,  Bloomer,  Wis.; 
Wilson-Weber  Lumber  Co.,  Eleva,  Wis.;  The 
Chilton  Malting  Co.,  Chilton,  Wis.;  W.  M. 
Franklin,  Fall  River,  Wis.;  W.  E.  Walter,  Han¬ 
over,  Wis.;  Sam  Miller,  Hazel  Green,  Wis.; 
Goddacke  &  Jones,  Knapp,  Wis.;  V.  O. 
Loomis,  Lyons,  Wis.;  Pickart  Bros.,  Malone, 
Wis.;  William  Hughes,  Pardeeville,  Wis.;  Al¬ 
vin  Hughes,  Rewey,  Wis.;  John  Fleming,  Jr., 
Shullsburg,  Wis.;  Millers-Myers  Implement 
Co.,  Stanley,  Wis.;  C.  M.  Sibley,  Waldo,  Wis. 

The  Annual  Outing. 

Just  now  the  executive  board  has  under 
consideration  the  question  of  the  annual  out¬ 
ing  for  the  members.  Not  caring  itself  to  de¬ 
cide  upon  the  matter  of  destination,  it  has  sent 
out  a  circular  to  all  of  the  members,  enclos¬ 
ing  a  blank  ballot  to  be  filled  out  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  secretary  before  the  first  of  May. 
Two  trips  have  been  considered. 

Trip  No.  1  is  a  seven-day  outing  during  the 
month  of  June  on  the  Steamship  Manitou. 
This  will  go  to  Georgian  Bay  points,  leaving 
Chicago  the  evening  of  June  17,  touching  at 
Mackinac  Island,  Collingwood,  Ontario,  and 
some  other  points  on  Georgian  Bay,  where 
the  best  of  fishing  and  a  day’s  outing  can 
be  had.  Thence  the  trip  will  be  taken  up  again 
to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  from  there  back  to 
Chicago,  arriving  on  the  morning  of  June  25. 
The  rate  for  the  round  trip  on  this  outing  is 
only  $33.00,  which  will  include  the  meals  and 
berths. 

Trip  No.  2  is  to  be  to  Atlantic  City  with  a 
stopover  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  of  sufficient 
length  to  permit  all  the  members  to  visit  the 
anthracite  mines  in  that  vicinity.  If  the  mem¬ 
bers  decide  to  take  this  trip  the  party  will 
leave  Chicago  by  way  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
railroad  on  July  9  on  a  special  train,  leaving 
at  6  p.  m.  This  will  arrive  at  Niagara  Falls 
at  8  a.  m.  on  July  10,  and  remain  there  until 
11:30  p.  m.,  when  the  trip  again  will  be  taken 
up  for  Wilkesbarre,  which  will  be  reached  at 

7  a.  m.  on  July  11.  The  train  will  leave 
Wilkesbarre  on  Sunday  at  12:00  noon  and  ar¬ 
rive  at  Atlantic  City  at  6  p.  m.  The  tickets 
will  be  good  for  a  ten-day  stopover  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  should  any  member  desire  he  can 
either  make  side  trips  to  New  York  City,  or 
Washington,  or  both  places.  On  the  return 
journey  it  will  be  arranged  on  arrival  at 
Niagara  Falls  to  take  the  Gorge  Route  to  Lew- 
istown  and  thence  by  steamship  to  Toronto, 
where  side  trips  can  be  made  to  any  point  in 
Canada.  The  tickets  will  be  limited  to  Niagara 
Falls  for  fifteen  days  and  upon  arrival  at  To¬ 
ronto  to  fifteen,  making  the  total  time  limit 
from  Chicago  thirty  days.  The  fare  for  this 
trip  will  be  $27.00.  The  sleeping  car  rate  will 
be  $4.50  per  double  berth  on  a  special  train 
from  Chicago  to  Wilkesbarre,  at  which  point 
the  sleeper  will  be  given  up.  A  special  train, 
consisting  of  day  coaches,  will  be  provided 
from  Wilkesbarre  to  Atlantic  City.  If  this  trip 
is  decided  upon,  special  hotel  rates  will  be 
arranged  for  at  Niagara  Falls,  Wilkesbarre 
and  Atlantic  City.  It  is  requested  that  those 
who  desire  to  take  either  one  of  these  trips 
or  who  desire  to  have  their  friends  go  along 
shall  fill  out  a  blank  which  is  enclosed  with 
each  circular  and  return  it  as  promptly  as 
possible  to  the  secretary  of  the  organization. 


New  Local  Association. 

Gardiner  H.  Reeves,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  announces  that  within  the  month  he  has 
completed  the  organization  of  a  local  association 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  This  was  accomplished 
on  March  17,  at  which  time  the  members  of  the 
organization  selected  the  following  officers : 
President,  John  Shuler,  manager  Maple  Block 
Coal  Company;  vice-president,  John  FI.  Duro, 


interested  in  the  Center  Coal  &  Mining  Company; 
treasurer,  J  G.  Beck,  manager  Globe  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  secretary,  Frank  Perkins  of  the  Des 
Moines  Fuel  &  Lime  Company. 

There  were  also  in  the  organization  a  good 
sized  list  of  members  and  they  all  voted  to  join 
the  Northwestern  association  in  a  body.  This 
local  association  will  hold  another  meeting  the 
early  part  of  April  and  expects  in  a  compara¬ 
tively  short  time  to  hold  a  banquet.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  list  of  members  of  the  new  local  asso¬ 
ciation  :  Bennett  Coal  Company,  Bennett  Bros., 
Bloomfield  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  Blount  & 
Evans  Coal  Company,  Capital  Coal  Company, 
Center  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  City  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  Delaware  Coal  Company,  T.  H.  Denny  & 
Co.,  Des  Moines  Coal  &  Fuel  Company,  Des 
Moines  Fuel  &  Lime  Company,  Economy  Coal 
Company,  Evans  Fuel  Company,  Flint  Brick  & 
Coal  Company,  Gibson  Coal  &  Mining  Company, 
Glenwood  Coal  Company,  Hyland  Park  Fuel  & 
Feed  Company,  G.  A.  Haups,  Hume  &  Co.,  Iowa 
Coal  Mining  Company,  Iowa  Ice  Company,  Johns 
Coal  Company,  Kelly  Coal  Company,  G.  A. 
Kuntz,  Madison  Coal  Company,  Maple  Block 
Coal  Company,  Midway  Coal  Company,  P.  H. 
Martin,  N.  W.  McIntosh  &  Son.  Dan  O’Grady, 
Olson  &  Co.,  People’s  Fuel  &  Feed  Company, 
City  Fuel  Company,  T.  H.  Taylor,  Willits  &  Co., 
West  Riverside  Coal  Company,  Beck  Coal  & 
Mining  Company,  Globe  Coal  Company,  Des 
Moines  Hay  Company,  Eagle  Coal  Company, 
J.  E.  Tusant. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Coal  Dealers’  conven¬ 
tion,  which  was  held  at  Denver,  March  It  and 
12.  sent  an  urgent  invitation  to  Secretary  Reeves, 
of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  to  attend  and  deliver  an  address.  They 
wanted  to  know  the  experience  of  Mr.  Reeves’ 
office  with  regard  to  the  number  of  important 
matters  affecting  the  coal  trade.  Mr..  Reeves 
ven'  gladly  responded  to  this  invitation  and 
attended  the  meeting. 

For  some  time  the  members  of  the  Northwest¬ 
ern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  and  some 
shippers  have  been  talking  over  the  problem  of 
getting  a  summer  storage  rate  from  the  railroads 
and  also  a  summer  storage  price  from  the  ship¬ 
pers  in  order  to  facilitate  the  stocking  of  coal 
in  the  northwest  for  the  ensuing  year..  This 
matter  has  been  given  careful  consideration  of 
late  and  just  now  is  under  such  careful  dis¬ 
cussion.  It  will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  special 
meeting  which  will  probably  be  held  in  Chicago 
some  time  early  in  April. 


New  England  Convention. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  Re¬ 
tail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  the  New 
England  states,  was  held  on  the  17th  of 
March,  at  the  Revere  House,  Boston,  Mass., 
there  being  upwards  of  two  hundred  in  at¬ 
tendance.  It  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
and  representative  annual  gatherings  that  the 
association  has  ever  held.  President  George 
H.  Cooper,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  presided. 

After  calling  the  convention  to  order,  he 
gave  a  very  comprehensive  address,  review¬ 
ing  the  work  accomplished  and  urging  the 
importance  of  maintaining  the  only  organiza¬ 
tion  that  was  in  existence  in  New  England, 
working  to  better  the  conditions  of  the  re¬ 
tail  coal  trade. 

Following  the  address  of  Mr.  Cooper,  treas¬ 
urer,  Charles  E.  Halstead,  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  submitted  his  report  for  the  year  which 
showed  a  very  satisfactory  condition  of  the 
treasury.  Secretary  F.  C.  Humphrey,  of  Wa- 
terbury,  Conn.,  followed  with  his  report.  The 
membership  has  grown  and  the  spirit  of  har¬ 
mony  among  local  dealers  has  been  greatly  in¬ 
creased  and  the  spirit  of  co-operation  between 
the  wholesalers  and  the  dealers  was  never  so 
much  in  evidence  as  now. 

J.  H.  Tupper,  commissioner  for  the  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  was 
introduced  and  gave  a  description  of  his  or¬ 
ganization  and  its  work,  citing  many  examples 
of  the  benefits/  derived  from  local  organiza¬ 
tions. 

In  the  absence  of  Vice-President  G.  U.  Kier- 
stead,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  W.  A.  Clark,  of 
Northampton,  vice-president  for  ’Massachu¬ 
setts,  presented  the  paper  showing  the  cost  of 
handling,  selling  and  delivering  a  ton  of  coal. 


The  facts  presented,  which  were  from  reports 
received  from  dealers  in  different  sections  of 
New  England,  mostly  from  larger  cities, 
showed  the  cost  to  range  from  $1.25  to  $1.74 
per  ton  from  car  to  bin,  taking  in  cost  of 
unloading,  screening,  delivering,  maintenance 
of  central  office,  salaries,  taxes  and  general  ex¬ 
penses,  not  including  bad  bills  or  interest  on 
investment.  The  figures  created  much  inter¬ 
est  and  will  no  doubt  result  in  many  dealers 
giving  the  subject  attention  that  have  hereto¬ 
fore  only  made  a  careless  estimate  of  the  cost. 

H.  J.  Edsall,  engineer,  with  the  Link-Belt 
Company,  of  Philadelphia.,  followed  Mr.  Clark, 
giving  a  most  interesting  paper  on  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  handling  coal  by  modern  methods, 
giving  comparative  figures  for  the  different 
methods  which  prove  beyond  question  that  a 
dealer  who  had  sufficient  tonnage  could  add 
to  his  profits  by  investing  in  machinery  for 
handling  coal. 

Isaac  Chase,  of  Boston,  former  president  of 
the  Boston  Coal  Club,  and  one  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Boston  Coal  Exchange,  was  pres¬ 
ent  and  spoke  in  praise  of  the  work  that  the 
association  was  doing,  urging  those  present 
to  make  a  careful  estimate  of  their  costs  and 
not  forget  to  add  the  profit  to  which  every 
business  man  is  entitled. 

Officers  were  elected  for  the  year,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  President,  George  FI.  Cooper,  Pitts¬ 

field,  Mass.;  treasurer,  Chas.  E.  Halstead, 
Springfield,  Mass.;  secretary,  F.  C.  Humphrey, 
Waterbury,  Conn.;  vice-president  for  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  W.  A.  Clarks,  Northampton,  Mass.; 
vice-president  for  Rhode  Island,  George  E. 
Shaw,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  vice-president  for 
Connecticut,  G.  U.  Kierstead,  Hartford,  Conn. ; 
vice-president  for  Vermont,  Elias  Lyman,  Bur¬ 
lington,  Vt.;  vice-president  for  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  F.  E.  Blodgett,  Suncook,  N.  H.  Excu- 
tive  committee  for  three  years:  John  S.  Cross, 
Lowell,  Mass.;  A.  S.  Spaulding,  Norwich, 
Conn. 

There  were  a  good  many  representatives  of 
the  wholesale  trade  present,  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  the  wholesalers  and  rtailers  sat  down  to¬ 
gether  at  a  joint  banquet  of  the  association, 
and  the  Order  of  Kokoal,  where  three  hours 
were  most  pleasantly  spent  with  music,  feast¬ 
ing  and  speeches,  finishing  up  a  most  profit¬ 
able  and  enjoyable  afternoon  and  evening. 


Knoxville  Convention. 

On  Friday,  March  20,  the  officers  of  the  Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  officers  of  the  Southeastern  Re¬ 
tail  Coal  Merchants’  Association  held  a  joint 
meeting  in  Knoxville  in  connection  with  the 
executive  committee  appointed  by  the  Knoxville 
operators.  The  purpose' of  this  meeting  was  to 
arrange  the  details  for  the  convention,  which  is 
to  be  held  at  Knoxville  on  April  14  and  15. 

The  Kentticky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association  has  adopted  the  slogan  ’“To 
Knoxville  with  300.”  This  means  that  the  or¬ 
ganization  is  working  to  increase  its  membership 
up  to  that  number  and  intends,  if  possible,  to  give 
one  of  the  biggest  conventions  for  Knoxville  that 
the  association  has  ever  had.  Interest  along  this 
line  is  increased  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
Southeastern  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Associa¬ 
tion  is  to  meet  there  at  the  same  time.  Since 
this  is  going  to  be  an  unusual  event  for  the  south, 
the  program  is  to  be  one  of  unusual  importance. 
The  joint  committee  of  the  two  associations  and 
the  operators  worked  over  the  details  of  this 
program  but  will  not  be  able  to  decide  upon 
some  of  the  essentials  until  later.  The  Knox¬ 
ville  operators  and  dealers  are  going  to  a  great 
deal  of  expense  and  trouble  to  make  the  forth¬ 
coming  convention  a  success.  It  is  declared  that 
it  will  undoubtedly  be  the  largest  gathering  of 
coal  men  ever  seen  south  of  the  Ohio  river. 


Although  believed  to  have  been  extinguished 
for  the  last  six  years,  the  fire,  in  the  Posey 
colliery  of  the  Delaware.  Lackawanna  &  Western 
Coal  Company  near  Wilkesbarre,  broke  out 
afresh  on  Monday,  and  it  is  now  believed  that  a 
larger  area  than  ever  before  is  affected.  In 
1902  it  was  sealed  up  and  the  miners  thought 
that  this  smothered  the  fire.  Instead,  it  now 
appears  that  the  fire  has  been  feeding  on  a  large 
body  of  coal  and  that  it  may  become  more  dan¬ 
gerous  than  ever  before. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


Ernest  J.  Davy,  for  the  past  two  years  with  the 
C.  J.  Boedeker  Company,  has  been  appointed  sales 
agent  for  the  Scully-Kostner  Coal  Company. 

W.  R-  Kernohan,  formerly  with  the  Carbon 
Fuel"  Company  of  Cincinnati,  has  become  con¬ 
nected  with  the  sales  department  of  the  Zeigler 
Coal  Company. 

The  Maplewood  Coal  Company  of  Farmington, 
Ill  loaded  2,046  tons  on  March  13,  which  is  said 
to  be  the  best  record  for  any  mine  in  the  fourth 
inspection  district. 

Frank  J.  Posta  will  spend  most  of  his  time 
at  Du  Quoin  in  the  future  looking  after  the 
operation  of  the  two  mines  and  washery  of 
the  Jupiter  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 

R  C  Cantelou,  western  representative  of  C. 
G  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  returned  on 
Thursday  of  this  week  from  northern  Michigan, 
where  he  spent  the  better  part  of  the  week  on  a 
business  trip. 

W  L  McCauley,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
W  B  Stone  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  left  this 
week  for  the  East.  He  will  visit  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Buffalo  and  a  number  of  other 
eastern  cities  before  he  returns. 


The  announcement  is  made  by  J.  S.  Holbrook, 
of  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Company,  that  the 
prices  on  Fairmont  coal  on  contract  for  the 
ensuing  year  have  been  determined.  These  new 
prices,  which  go  into  effect  April  1,  make  the 
price  of  54,-inch  steam  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
while  %-inch  gas  will  command  $3.20. 

H.  R.  Yaryan  succeeds  Ross  Marine  in  charge 
of  the  bituminous  coal  department  of  the  O.  S. 
Richardson  Coal  Company.  “Harry  was  form¬ 
erly  sales  manager  at  Chicago  for  the  PlacK 
Band  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  previous  to  which 
time  he  was  connected  for  several  years  with  the 
Chicago  office  of  S.  C.  Schenck.  He  has  many 
friends  in  the  trade  who  wish  him  every  success 
with  his  new  connection. 


On  April  1  Morton  Otis  will  resign  as  general 
sales  agent  of  the  Zeigler  Coal  Company.  After 
taking  a  well  earned  rest  he  will  probably  engage 
in  the  coal  business.  He  left  on  Friday  for 
Boston  and  will  make  a  tour  of  the  East  before 
he  returns.  In  the  future  the  sales  depart1116'11 
of  the  Zeigler  Coal  Company  will  be  under  1116 
direct  supervision  of  Joseph  Leiter  and  b.  it. 
Wakefield,  the  vice-president  of  the  company. 

Thomas  R.  Morgan  of  Cincinnati,  the  genial 
general  sales  agent  of  the  Kentucky  Block  Can 
nel  Coal  Company,  and  manager  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Company,  was  circulating  around  among 
friends  on  -Dearborn  street  this  week,  "lom 
says  he  has  GOO  tons  a  day  of  cannel  coal  at  his 
disposal,  which  makes  his  company  one  of  the 
largest  producers  of  cannel  coal  in  the  country. 
He  is  presenting  his  friends  in  the  trade  with  a 
five-pound  sample  of  his  cannel,  and  to  make 
sure  they  will  preserve  the  sample  he  has  im¬ 
bedded  a  neat  little  clock  in  the  center  ol  each 
lump  to  remind  his  trade  that  "noiv  is  the  time 
to  order  cannel.” 


On  Wednesday  of  next  week  the  new  circular 
price  on  smokeless  coal  will  go  into  effect  in 
Chicago  territory.  This  will  apply  for  the  time 
being  both  on  contract  business  and  upon  current 
deliveries.  The  price  will  be  about  five  cents 
below  the  circular  price  last  year  on  mine-run. 
Standard  grades  of  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
mine-run  will  be  sold  on  the  basis  of  $!...■>  f-  • 
the  mines  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  while  lump 
and  egg  will  be  sold  on  the  basis  of  $1.60.  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  of  $3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  This  price 
will  obtain  until  the  first  of  September  when  a 
higher  circular  price  will  go  into  effect.  Just  now 
there  is  not  much  probability  of  any  circular  price 
being  regarded  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  smoke¬ 
less  coal.  The  market  here  in  Chicago  is  abso¬ 
lutely  demoralized  as  far  as  the  so-called  smoke¬ 
less  product  is  concerned  and  it  seems  possible 
that  present  conditions  will  continue  to  govein 
for  some  little  time.  There  has  been  so  much 
of  the  coal  offered  for  sale  that  some  of  the 
highest  grade  of  smokeless  lump  and  egg  has 
been  shipped  into  the  market  on  the  mine-run 
circular  while  the  later  coal  has  sold  as  low  as 


90  cents  at  the  mines  for  a  good  grade  of  the 
product  and  some  slightly  lower  grade  coal  has 
sold  as  low  as  75  cents  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

J.  K.  Dering,  of  the  Dering  Coal  Company,  was 
down  to  Terre  Haute  on  Wednesday  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  operators  of  Indiana.  He 
makes  the  statement  that  the  mine  operators  de¬ 
cided  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  miners  to 
meet  them  in  joint  conference  on  next  Monday 
at  10  o’clock  at  Terre  Haute.  He  said  the  In¬ 
diana  operators  are  ready  to  sign  up  at  any  time 
they  can  agree  with  the  miners  as  to  wages  and 
conditions  and  that  the  Indiana  operators  are  not 
disposed  to  be  governed  by  any  conditions  in¬ 
fluencing  any  other  state  just  now.  Judging  from 
this  statement  the  Indiana  operators  are  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  bear  anybody  else’s  burden  but  their 
own  and  are  inclined  to  go  ahead  with  their  own 


affairs,  working  out  their  own  salvation  as  best 
they  can. 

Hunter  W.  Finch  returned  on  Wednesday 
morning  of  this  week  from  a  trip  into  Ohio  and 
West  Virginia.  While  in  Ohio  he  made  inquiries 
as  to  the  possible  action  of  the  operators  there 
with  regard  to  dealing  with  the  miners  or  clos¬ 
ing  their  operations.  He  was  not  able  to  gain 
any  very  satisfactory  information  as  to  what  the 
coal  mine  operators  in  that  territory  intend  to 
do  and  returned  to  Chicago  under  the  decided 
impression  that  Ohio’s  future,  as  far  as  the  coal 
production  is  concerned,  is  very  uncertain.  It  is 
hardly  believed  that  any  one  will  know  just  what 
the  action  of  the  state  will  be  until  after  the 
miners  and  operators  have  had  a  preliminary 
conference,  which  is  expected  to  take  place  about 
the  second  or  third  of  April. 


A  New  Chicago  Company  is  Formed. 


The  announcement  is  made  of  the  organization 
of  the  Waubun  Coal  Company  with  offices  in 
the  Marquette  building,  Chicago.  This  new  con¬ 
cern  is  fostered  by  two  of  the  most  promising 
young  men  of  the  west  and  they  start  out  with 
every  promise  of  a  splendid  success.  G.  H. 


G.  H.  Merryweather. 


Merryweather  is  to  be  president  and  treasurei  , 
Charles  R.  Kline  is  to  be  vice-president  and 
R.  G.  Soderburg  is  to  be  secretary. 

Mr.  Merryweather  is  son  of  George  Merry¬ 
weather,  the  president  of  the  Railway  Exchange 
Bank  of  Chicago.  He  entered  the  coal  business 
in  1889  as  assistant  to  his  father  who  was  at 
that  time  in  charge  of  Coxe  Brothers  &  Co.  s 
business  in  the  west.  The  younger  Mr.  Merry¬ 
weather  was  employed  as  travelling  representa¬ 
tive  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  continued  to  occupy  for  six  years.  After¬ 
wards  he  took  charge  of  all  the  country  sales 
and  continued  in  this  capacity  until  the  farm 
sold  out  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company. 
He  continued  to  hold  his  former  position  in 
charge  of  country  sales  for  some  time  under  the 
new  management  and  then  resigned  to  enter  the 
soft  coal  business.  His  progress  in  that  re¬ 
spect  has  been  quite  as  rapid  as  was  his  advance¬ 
ment  in  the  hard  coal  field  and  the  last  year 
has  seen  him  as  general  sales  agent  of  the  1  flts- 
burgh,  Ohio  &  Western  Coal  Company. 

Mr  Kline,  who  becomes  so  prominently  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Mr.  Merryweather  in  the  new  under¬ 


taking,  is  well  known  over  a  considerable  terri¬ 
tory  in  the  west.  He  entered  business  in  1898  in 
the  employ  of  the  Chicago  &  Great  Western,  at 
Byron,  Ill.,  where  his  father  was  engaged  in  the 
retail  coal  business.  Two  years  later,  or  in  1900, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Coxe  Brothers  &  Co. 
and,  consequently,  came  in  contact  with  the 
younger  Mr.  Merryweather.  He  represented  that 
firm  on  the  road,  covering  western  Iowa  terri¬ 
tory,  making  a  record  for  himself  that  was  quite 
creditable.  Subsequent  to  the  transfer  of  the 
business  of  Coxe  Brothers  &  Co.  to  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Company,  he  continued  to  represent 
the  latter  in  the  same  territory  and  did  not  hand 
in  his  resignation  until  the  spring  of  1906,  when 
he  decided  to  enter  the  soft  coal  trade.  For  a 
time  he  represented  the  Mitchell-Spalding  Com¬ 
pany  in  northern  Illinois  and  southern  Wiscon- 


Charles  R.  Kline. 


sin.  He  tendered  his  resignation  there  to  go 'With 
the  Zenith  Furnace  Company,  of  Duluth,  Minn. 
He  is  now  representing  that  concern  in  North 
Dakota. 

Both  of  these  young  coal  men  are  enthusiastic 
members  of  the  Order  Kokoal,  Mr.  Kline  being 
skout  for  the  organization  in  North  Dakota.  Both 
have  had  such  a  broad  training  for  the  compara¬ 
tively  short  time  in  the  business  and  both  are  so 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  hustle  that 
those  who  know  them  favorably  and  well  bespeak 
for  them  a  quick  and  satisfactory  success  in  the 
jobbing  business,  in  which  they  have  decided  to 
establish  themselves. 
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A  week  ago  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
Market  Outlook  assembled  at  Indianapolis,  decided  to  permit  state 
and  Labor.  organizations  of  miners  to  deal  with  state  organiza¬ 
tions  of  operators,  or,  failing  in  that,  district  organ¬ 
izations  of  miners  to  deal  with  district  organizations  of  operators.  The 
assumption  of  the  coal  men  seems  to  be  that  this  settled  all  disputes  be¬ 
tween  the  miners  and  operators  for  this  spring.  In  reality  the  only  sig¬ 
nificance  attached  to  it  was  that  the  mine  workers  retreated  precipitately 
iiom  a  stand  previously  taken  and  in  doing  so  made  an  interstate  agree¬ 
ment,  for  this  year,  impossible. 

The  situation  among  the  operators  hardly  leads  to  the  belief  that  the 
iuture  problem  is  as  simple  as  it  appears.  Illinois  is  discussing  a  great 
many  tangled  questions  with  its  mine  workers.  On  Friday,  of  this  week, 
the  Illinois  joint  scale  committee  resumed  its  work  at  Peoria.  This  body 
is  not  permitted  to  bind  either  the  operators  or  the  miners  to  any  def¬ 
inite  action  without  a  complete  ratification  of  the  results  of  their  deliber¬ 
ations.  I  hey  will  report  to  a  meeting  of  the  mine  workers  to  be  held  on 
1  pn  third'  At  that  tlme  d.he  operators  will  undoubtedly  be  invited  to 
attend  the  conference.  Just  now  it  is  not  at  all  sure  when  the  Illinois 
operators  and  miners  will  arrive  at  a  conclusion. 

i  °!110  °Perators  wil1  hardly  be  willing  to  sign  up  until  Illinois 

lias  definitely  arrived  at  some  decision  with  its  miners,  because  Ohio  does 
not  want  to  have  Illinois  obtain  any  permanent  advantage  in  the  market 
or  the  surplus  output  as  far  as  the  northwest  is  concerned.  It  may  be 
depended  upon,  therefore,  that  Ohio  will  not  arrive  at  any  agreement' 
with  its  miners  until  Illinois  has  agreed  with  its  men. 

A  great  many  have  supposed  that  Indiana  would  be  the  first  to  break 
over  and  sign  up  with  its  miners,  because  Indiana  has  stood  ready  at 
all  times  to  enter  into  an  interstate  agreement  or  meet  with  the  miners  as 
a  w.iole  or  in  part.  In  fact,  the  Indiana  operators  were  first  to  agree 
to  go  into  session  with  the  men  after  the  mine  workers  had  taken  the 
definite  stand  outlined  a  week  ago.  But  Indiana  is  in  no  position  to 
force  either  Illinois  or  Ohio,  because  by  taking  any  ill-advised  action 
now  it  could  very  easily  be  pinched  practically  out  of  existence  by  both 
Ohio  and  Illinois. 

Western  Pennsylvania  is  in  virtually  the  same  position  as  Ohio  and 
consequently  it  could  not  afford  to  take  any  definite  action  until  after  the 
latter  has  done  something,  and  so  it  seems  today  that  Illinois  is  the 
crux  of  the  whole  situation,  being  able  to  determine  whether  the  mines 
are  going  to  resume  work  speedily  or  will  be  closed  down  for  an  indef¬ 
inite  period. 

Some  predictions  have  been  made  this  week  that  Illinois  stands  for 
an  almost  indefinite  suspension  of  the  mines,  some  saying  that  the 
leading  factors  among  the  operators  would  be  entirely  willing  to  see  the 
mines  suspended  for  sixty  days.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  whether  they 
will  be  able  to  carry  this  wish  into  actual  execution,  but  appearances 
do  not  seem  to  favor  the  general  assumption  that  the  mines  will  be 
opened  speedily  after  the  1st  of  April.  This,  of  course,  is  subject  to 
instantaneous  alteration  by  development  in  one  state  or  the  other  but 
it  does  not  seem  likely  that  anything  will  occur  which  will  disturb 
present  expectations. 


...  .  In  discussing  the  future  tendency  of  prices  one  thing 

Influence  of  should  be  kept  constantly  in  mind,  and  that  is  the 

Over  Production  enormous  productive  capacity  of  the  coal  mines  of 

f.,  .  .  the  Un,ted  States-  will  soon  be  discovered  that 

artificial  means  are  constantly  necessary  to  keep  down  the  production 
if  prices  are  going  to  be  at  all  satisfactory  or  contain  any  profit 

Last  year  Illinois  produced  46,500,000  tons  of  coal.  This  record  was 
made  despite  the  fact  that  cars  were  constantly  less  than  the  operators 
demanded.  It  is  an  established  fact  that  the  coal  mines  on  the  Illinois 
Central  railroad  have  a  rated  capacity  of  100,000  tons  per  day  It  is 

s LZt]lShl\laVrat’  b"CaUSe  °f  insufficie"t  car  supply,  the  actual 
'  lpments  off  the  Illinois  Central  do  not  exceed  60,000  tons  a  day  in 

good  times.  In  other  words,  the  actual  production  was  only  three-fifths 
of  the  rated  capacity  of  the  mines.  If  the  car  supply  had  been  equal 
to  the  movement  of  the  total  rated  capacity  of  the  mines,  the  output 
would  have  been  two-thirds  greater  than  it  was.  In  other  words  in¬ 
stead  of  actually  shipping  46,500,000  tons,  the  mines  of  Illinois  could 
easily  have  shipped  upwards  of  75,000,000  tons.  This,  of  course,  assumes 
that  all  other  railroads,  in  the  state,  gave  about  the  same  percentage  of 
cars  to  the  mine  operators  as  did  the  Illinois  Central.  Since  last  Octo¬ 
ber  the  mines,  instead  of  producing  sixty  per  cent  of  their  rated  capac¬ 
ity,  have  been  running  about  fifty  per  cent  of-  normal,  which  means 
about  thirty  per  cent  of  their  rated  capacity. 

In  case  the  mines  are  closed  down  and  prices  are  artificially  ad¬ 
vanced,  every  mine  operator,  not  only  in  Illinois  but  every  other  state 
would  very  speedily  begin  to  ship  a  surplus  amount  of  coal  to  the  mar’ 
ket  in  order  to  get  advantage  of  the  higher  prices.  Today  the  market 
is  more  than  supplied  by  the  shipment  of  thirty  per  cent  of  the  rated 
capacity,  or  fifty  per  cent  of  the  normal  output.  If  this  were  increased 
to  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  normal  output,  or  forty-five  per  cent  of 
the  rated  capacity,  it  would  not  take  very  long  to  flood  the  market  and 
bring  about  such  a  tremendous  production  of  coal  that  prices  again 
would  sag  under  the  influence. 

I  he  point  for  the  coal  man  to  consider  is  this:  This  is  not  a  time 
when  artificial  restriction  of  mine  activity  for  a  brief  period  is  goimr 
to  prove  a  panacea  for  all  the  ills  which  beset  the  coal  man.  He  will 
find,  for  instance,  that  as  soon  as  the  strike  or  the  mine  suspension  is 
over  there  will  be  as  much  trouble  to  keep  production  down  and  prices 
up  as  there  has  been  at  any  time  this  year.  Under  the  circumstances 
I  he  Black  Diamond  recommends,  as  the  only  safe  policy,  that  .the  coal 
be  left  m  the  ground  until  there  has  been  a  definite  sale.  ’ 


T.  v  .  .  At  the  beginning  of  the  coal  year  the  members  of 

me  value  01  the  coal  trade  are  figuring  on  making  contracts  with 

A  Contract.  the  large  consumers  covering  their  supply  for  the 
next  twelve  months.  It  begins  to  appear  that  the 
trade  believes  a  contract  is  of  insignificant  value  with  either  a  con¬ 
sumer  or  a  producing  company.  It  is  becoming  apparent  that  a  con¬ 
tract  amounts  to  little  more  than  an  option  without  penalty. 

A  contract  for  coal  is  apparently  worth  nothing  unless  the  man  who 
makes  the  contract  orders  shipments  made  upon  it.  Consequently  the 
coal  producer  has  to  sell  his  product  twice.  If  the  time  comes  when 
the  consumer,  having  placed  a  contract  for  coal,  finds  that  he  can  get  a 
better  price  on  the  open  market,  he  lets  the  contract  slide.  He  knows 
that  in  assuming  such  an  attitude  toward  the  producer  he  will  not  be 
sued  for  the  fulfillment  of  his  contract,  because  the  operator  will  be  too 
anxious  to  get  his  business  another  year.  The  jobber  who  enters  a  con¬ 
tract  with  the  producer  expects  to  be  protected  with  coal  in  case  coal 
prices  go  up,  and  likewise  in  prices  in  case  the  coal  market  goes  down, 
in  other  words,  he  acts  as  kind  of  a  free  lance,  disposing  of  the  coal 
if  he  can,  but  not  concerning  himself  if  he  can  not  get  the  price  called 
for  by  contract. 

Ihe  loose  construction  placed  upon  the  binding  qualities  of  a  con¬ 
tract  today  works  to  the  demoralization  of  prices,  because  if  the  second 
paity  in  the  contract  or  the  consignee  can  not  obtain  the  price  called 
for  in  the  contract  he  expects  the  shipper  or  the  consignor  to  protect 
bun  by  making  such  a  reduction  in  the  price  as  will  leave  a  profit  to  the 
man  who  handles  the  output.  Really  no  one  is  advantaged  by  this  loose 
construction  of  the  contract  clause  except  possibly  the  consumer.  The 
latter  would  pay  stiff  just,  as  willingly  as  soft  prices,  if  forced  to  do  it. 
The  jobber  could  get  full  circular  prices  as  easy  as  a  reduced  price  if 
he  knew  that  the  shipper  was  going  to  exact  of  him  the  fulfillment  of 
the  terms  of  the  contract.  The  producer  would  get  just  as  much  busi¬ 
ness,  in  the  long,  run,  if  he  exacted  full  consideration  of  the  terms  of 
the  contract  as  if  he  were  weak-kneed  and  flimsy-spined  and  let  anyone 
force  him  into  either  the  annulment  of  contract  requirements  or  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  price  whenever  the  market  had  a  few  untoward  symptoms 
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 THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. = 

Side  Talks  With  the  Retail  Dealers. 


1  was  down  in  Kentucky  a  week  or  so  ago 
and  stopped  off  for  a  couple  of  hours  or  sufch  a 
matter  at  Richmond.  The  city  itself  will  not 
soon  make  either  Chicago  or  New  York  jealous 
of  its  size.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  mighty  good 
town,  surrounded  by  a  mighty  fine  territory. 

The  man  who  goes  there  can  see  a  good  horse 
hitched  to  almost  any  wagon.  The  afternoon 
that  I  visited  the  place  a  couple  of  calves  were 
tied  to  a  truck  on  the  station  platform  ready 
for  shipment  and  looked  to  be  as  good  as  any 
stock  of  that  kind  I  had  ever  seen.  A  little 
later  in  the  afternoon  a  drove  of  cattle  came  in 
for  shipment  to  the  market.  About  the  same  time 
the  railroad  people  received  a  big  consignment 
of  grain  for  shipment  to  the  outside.  The  long 
main  street,  with  its  pretense  of  being  a  city, 
told  one  story,  while  the  farm  produce  gradually 
drifting  in  to  the  railroad  station  told  another 
and  quite  a  different  story.  The  first  was  that 
Richmond  was  striving  to  be  a  city.  The  other 
was  that  it  was  a  point  of  shipment  for  one 
of  the  finest  farming  territories  on  earth.  Merely 
as  a  city  Richmond  might  be  considered  an 
humorous  proposition,  but  as  a  primary  market 
place  for  a  rich  agricultural  center  it  commands 
the  respect  of  those  who  appreciate  that  the  farm 
is  the  center  of  the  entire  prosperity  of  the 
nation. 

Just  a  short  distance  from  the  railway  station 
there  loomed  up  a  tall  black  building  of  a  non¬ 
descript  character  evidently  erected  a  good  many 
years  ago  for  a  purpose  which  was  not  entirely 
clear  to  the  mind  of  the  man  who  constructed 
it  at  the  time.  It  might  have  been  a  grain  ele¬ 
vator  ;  it  might  have  been  a  coal  pocket ;  and 
it  might  have  been  almost  anything,  judging 
from  the  exterior.  A  few  changes  could  have 
turned  it  into  a  livery  barn,  in  one  of  the  larger 
cities.  Across  the  front  of  the  black  sheet  iron 
exterior  of  this  building  was  painted  in  white 
letters  “Mike  Peters,  Coal.”  In  smaller  letters 
one  was  informed  that  Mike  Peters  dealt  in  fuel, 
feed  of,  all  kinds,  tile,  and  other  articles  of 
commerce  common  to  the  merchandising  of  the 
coal  dealer  in  a  small  city  which  is  the  center 
of  an  agricultural  district.  In  fact,  it  seemed 
from  the  number  of  occupations  that  Mike  Peters 
has  come  into  possession  unexpectedly  of  a  large 
building,  and,  not  knowing  just  exactly,  what 
to  do  with  all  the  space,  decided  to  make  it  an 
agricultural  department  store,  cutting  out  of 
course  the  dry  goods,  jewelry  and  toy  depart¬ 
ments. 

Mike  Peters  as  a  Type. 

When  you  come  right  down  to  the  final  es¬ 
sence  of  the  thing  the  big  coal  tonnage  in  a 
retail  way  is  not  handled  by  such  men  as  Milton 
E.  Robinson,  A.  J.  Bifhge  and  John  Dunn  of 
Chicago,  who  handle  from  50,000  to  100,000  tons 
of  coal  per  year,  but  by  the  Mike  Peterses  of 
Richmond,  and  elsewhere,  who  probably  have  a 
fairly  good  business  if  they  turn  over  a  thousand 
tons  in  a  year,  and  then  piece  out  the  profit  with 
lime,  tile,  cement,  flour,  a  little  jag  of  lumber, 
some  hay  and  some  corn.  These  men  cater 
to  the  needs  of  a  small  town  and  to  the  needs 
of  the  farming  community.  Realizing  the  im¬ 
portance  which  such  men  as  Mike  Peters  hold 
to  the  coal  business  as  a  whole  I  dropped 
across  the  street  to  have  a  chat  with  him 
and  see  what  he  had  to  say  about  some  of  the 
big  questions  that  are  before  the  coal  men 
of  the  country  right  now.  In  a  little  office, 
which  led  one  way  to  the  scales  and  another 
way  to  the  place  where  the  grain  was  kept, 
Mike  Peters  was  at  work  waiting  on  cus¬ 
tomers,  answering  the  telephone,  doing  the 
weighing  and  keeping  the  books.  He  is  a 
little  shorter  than  I  am,  which  means  about 
five  feet  six  inches  in  height  and  weighed 
about  ten  pounds  more,  which  signified  that 
he  tipped  his  own  scales  at  about  170  or  175 
pounds.  His  face  was  about  five  shades  redder 
than  mine,  which  signified  that  he  had  lived 
in  the  pure,  fresh  air  of  the  country  instead 
of  being  cooped  up  in  the  city.  And  I  must 
admit  that  the  good  natured  look  in  his  eye 
was  about  three  or  four  hundred  per  cent  more 
genial  than  mine,  which  proved,  to  me,  very 
conclusively  that  Mike  Peters  had  not  both¬ 


ered  himself  very  much  about  trying  to  solve 
some  of  the  big  questions  confronting  the 
American  people. 

One  of  the  first  things  that  I  asked  him 
about  was  whether  he  belonged  to  an  asso¬ 
ciation.  He  replied  that  he  did,  but  that  he 
was  a  little  bit  in  doubt  about  whether  he 
would  continue.  When  Mike  Peters  said  he 
was  a  little  in  doubt  about  it  I  knew  from 
the  general  cast  of  the  man’s  countenance  what 
he  meant.  He  meant  he  did  not  bother  very 
much  about  the  five  or  seven  dollars  a  year 
dues,  which  the  thing  cost  him,  and  that  he 
would  give  the  association  officers  plenty  of 
time  to  do  the  things  they  have  said  they  were 
going  to  do.  At  the  same  time  I  knew  that 
if  the  time  ever  came  when  those  officers 
failed  to  make  good  their  promises  or  fell 
short  of  their  performance  on  any  question 
relating  to  the  association  and  convinced  Mike 
Peters  that  the  association  was  of  practically 
no  value  to  him,  he  would  quietly  discontinue 
his  membership.  That  done,  there  is  not  a 
lawyer  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  who  could 
persuade  Mike  to  re-enter  the  association  after 
he  has  become  convinced  that  they  were  taking 
his  money  without  giving  anything  for  it  ex¬ 
cept  talk. 

Then  I  got  to  figuring  just  what  the  asso¬ 
ciation  meant  to  Mike  Peters.  A  few  ques¬ 
tions  convinced  me  that  he  was  in  need  of  its 
assistance,  but  it  also  suggested  that  if  it 
could  not  help  him  out  the  association  itself 
was  not  worth  much.  As  outlined,  a  little 
while  ago,  here  is  a  rich  farming  community 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  fairly  good  sized 
plantations,  operated  by  men  of  considerable 
wealth  and  high  standing  in  that  community. 
When  they  want  to  buy  anything,  especially 
coal,  their  credit  is  good  anywhere  they  go. 
If  the  coal  operator  were  disposed  to  sell  coal 
by  the  car  load  to  anybody  he  would  think  it 
nothing  extraordinary  to  turn  over  to  these 
farmers  any  amount  they  might  desire. 
There  are  a  few  manufacturing  plants  around 
in  that  territory,  but  they  are  hardly  big 
enough  to  take  very  much  coal  on  contract 
and  really  do  not  warrant  the  wholesaler 
bothering  with  them.  But  if  the  wholesaler 
is  going  into  the  retail  business  he  could 
probably  find  a  lot  of  places  around  Richmond 
where  a  car  load  of  coal  could  be  sold  to  ad¬ 
vantage  and  without  much  difficulty.  Of  course 
if  these  carloads  of  coal  are  sold  directly 
from  the  shipper  to  the  consumer  the  coal 
business  of  Mike  Peters  and  the  four  other 
dealers  of  Richmond  will  be  reduced  to  the 
minimum  and  they  will  have  to  rely  more 
and  more  upon  the  other  lines  of  business 
for  any  profit  on  a  year’s  work. 

Association  Needed. 

“This  last  year  we  had' an  unusual  lot  of  irregu¬ 
lar  shipment  into  this  territory,”  said  Mr.  Peters. 
“We  haven’t  had  very  much  cold  weather  that 
would  increase  coal  consumption  and  some  of 
us  who  bought  last  fall  and  summer,  have  part 
of  it  left  on  our  hands  now.  We  could  not 
buy  any  more  from  the  operators  and  so 
some  of  them  came  into  this  territory  to  sell 
coal  in  competition  with  us.  Of  course  they 
could  cut  out  our  profits  and  sell  coal  cheaper 
than  we  could.  I  happen  to  be  the  only  asso¬ 
ciation  man  in  the  town  and  applied  to  the 
officers  to  stop  these  irregular  shipments  if 
they  could.  They  say  they  are  going  to  be 
able  to  do  something  about  it.  They  do  not 
seem  to  have  done  much  this  year,  but  I 
hope  they  will  next  year.  The  association 
may  be  all  right  and  then  again  there  may 
be  nothing  to  it.  If  it  can  check  these  irregu¬ 
lar  shipments  it  is  well  worth  any  man’s  money 
and  time  to  become  a  member.  If  it  can  do 
nothing  more  than  talk,  of  course  it  is  not 
worth  while.  I  do  not  know  just  what  to 
think  about  the  association  yet,  but  I  am 
going  to  give  it  a  trial.” 

Richmond,  as  shown  above,  is  in  such  a 
position  that,  outside  of  the  very  small  lots, 
the  coal  business  could  be  done  practically  by 
delivery  from  the  mines  in  car  lots.  The 


association  which  can  stop  these  irregular 
shipments  can  throw  all  of  this  business  into 
the  hands  of  the  retail  dealer.  This  will  mean 
handsome  profits  to  Richmond  dealers.  If 
the  association  fails,  it  means  that  the  profit¬ 
able  part  of  the  retailers’  business  is  at  an 
end  as  far  as  profit  is  concerned  and  that  he 
must  go  into  some  other  line. 

Small  Order  Trade. 

Take,  for  instance,  a  little  thing  that  oc¬ 
curred  while  we  were  standing  talking.  A 
small  wagon,  drawn  by  one  horse,  pulled  up 
on  the  scale.  It  had  three  compartments. 
That  one  wagon  was  taking  out  three  different 
orders.  One  was  for  a  small  amount  of  lime, 
the  second  for  fifty  cents’  worth  of  coal,  and 
the  third  for  a  dollar’s  worth  of  coal.  All 
of  this  had  to  be  delivered  and  yet  the 
total  sales  for  that  one  delivery  amounted 
to  only  $2.50.  I  asked  Mr.  Peters  whether 
he  had  many  orders  for  such  small  amounts 
of  coal  as  fifty  cents  and  a  dollar’s  worth, 
and  he  said  that  during  the  winter  the  weather 
has  been  so  mild  that  the  smaller  demand  has 
run  almost  exclusively  to  that  sized  orders. 
He  was  of  the  opinion  that  unless  the  coal 
dealers’  association  could  stop  the  irregular 
shipments  into  that  territory  the  retail  dealer 
would  find  himself  confronted  sooner  or  later 
with  a  condition  where  this  small  business 
would  be  all  that  was  left  to  him.  Of  course 
Mr.  Peters  charged  more  for  delivering  these 
small  amounts  than  for  a  full  load,  but  the 
additional  charge  did  not  compensate  him  for 
the  time  and  labor  required  to  handle  coal  in 
such  small  lots. 

The  point  which  I  want  to  make  in  this 
whole  business  is  this:  The  great  big  retail 
business  is  done  today  by  men  of  the  stamp 
of  Mike  Peters.  The  largest  percentage  of 
coal  sold  at  retail  is  distributed  through  such 
cities  as  Richmond.  The  dealers  in  towns  of 
this  character  are  considering  the  association 
movement.  A  whole  lot  of  them  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  associations.  They  are  depending 
upon  those  associations  to  help  check  the 
irregular  shipments  in  their  territory  that 
they  may  have  some  profit  on  their  coal. 
Association  officers  may  depend  upon  it  that 
if  Mike  Peters  and  the  men  of  his  stamp  ever 
become  convinced  that  the  association  is  not 
able  to  produce  the  goods  in  the  matter  of 
stopping  these  irregularities,  the  day  of  the 
association  is  past. 

The  association  is  all  right.  It  is  the  thing 
of  the  hour.  Men  are  working  and  fighting 
in  cliques  today  as  they  have  not  done  since 
the  days  of  almost  savagery.  The  coal  asso¬ 
ciation  is  a  clique  device.  It  has  some  big 
purposes  to  fulfill,  and  will  round  them  out  in 
time.  But  —  the  association  must  do  more 
than  promise  or  it  will  lose  level  headed  Mike 
Peters  and  his  class.  I  have  said  a  lot  on 
the  duty  of  dealers  to  the  association.  This 
time  I  thought  to  turn  the  telescope  around 
and  look  down  through  the  other  end  to  see 
what  is  wrong  with  the  officers. 

And  while  I  have  been  asking  myself  ques¬ 
tions  as  to  what  the  association  is  doing  for 
the  dealer  I  have  been  convincing  myself  that 
tins  organization  has  to  do  more  in  future 
or  it  will  not  retain  its  footing.  Dealers  can’t 
be  wheedled  into  anything  by  mere  talk  now¬ 
adays,  nor,  having  been  won  by  promises,  will 
they  stick  when  the  promises  are  not  fulfilled. 
There  is  a  little  sermon  here  to  association 
secretaries.  It’s  this: 

Don’t  keep  writing  what  you  mean  to  do — 
do  it. 

Don’t  depend  on  meetings,  social  evenings 
and  smokers  to  hold  and  draw  members — get 
results  and  they  will  come  and  stay. 

Gladstone  Wise. 


A  new  breaker  is  to  be  built  at  the  Sandy 
Run  colliery  near  white  Haven,  Pa.,  and  pre¬ 
liminary  work  is  now  under  way,  the  present 
breaker  is  being  understood,  having  been  con¬ 
demned. 
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General  Review. 


Labor  Conditions  Are  Still  Under  Discus¬ 
sion  But  Prices  Discount  on 
Early  Resumption. 


Coal  market  conditions  are  still  fraught  with 
uncertainty,  due  to  the  fact  that  future  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  miners  and  operators  have 
not  been  thoroughly  outlined.  A  great  many 
coal  consumers  and  jobbers  arrived  hastily 
at  the  conclusion  that  the  action  of  the  Mine 
Workers  of  America  in  deciding  to  deal  with 
the  operators  individually  or  by  ^ates  pre¬ 
saged  an  immediate  return  to  work  after  the 
first  of  April.  In  reality  it  meant  nothing  of 
the  sort. 

The  Mine  Workers  had  taken  the  position 
that  they  would  deal  with  the  operators  as 
a  whole  or  not  at  all.  The  operators  refused 
to  permit  the  miners  to  dictate  not  only  terms 
but  the  form  of  negotiations,  and  so  the  Mine 
Workers  were  compelled  to  recede  from  their 
decision.  This  recession  marks  the  only 
change  in  the  situation  really,  because  matters 
of  policy  as  to  whether  the  individual  states 
will  resume  operation  immediately  after  the 
first  of  April  are  still  open  for  discussion  and 
decision.  Those  who  arrived  hastily  at  the 
conclusion  as  above  mentioned  based  their 
opinion  upon  the  belief  that  one  of  the  four 
states  would  yield  to  the  persuasion  of  the 
mine  workers  and  open  its  mines,  thus  forcing 
all  the  others  to  do  the  same  thing  for  self¬ 
protection.  The  action  of  each  individual 
state,  however,  is  likely  to  be  governed  to 
some  extent  by  what  action  the  other  states 
are  likely  to  take,  as  no  one  wishes  to  plunge 
hastily  into '  an  agreement  without  knowing 
for  sure  that  no  other  state  is  going  to  be 
able  to  obtain  a  permanent  advantage  over 
it  in  the  matter  of  wages  and  conditions. 
The  one  state  which  seems  to  have  the  most 
questions  at  issue  with  its  miners  is  Illinois, 
and  since  Illinois  is  striving  for  a  definite 
advantage  along  certain  lines,  the  other  states 
are  not  likely  to  agree  with  the  miners  on  the 
basis  of  last  year’s  agreement,  until  they  know 
what  Illinois  will  be  able  to  obtain  from  its 
miners  for  the  next  year.  It  would  seem  then 
that  the  action  of  Illinois  is  the  crux  of  the 
whole  labor  situation. 

Quite  regardless  of  what  the  labor  difficul¬ 
ties  will  be,  mine  prices  have  eased  off  radic¬ 
ally  within  the  week,  showing  two  things : 
First,  that  the  consumers  do  not  believe 
there  will  be  a  protracted  suspension  of  mine 
activity  and  second  that  they  do  not  believe 
that  any  suspension  of  mine  activity  will 
shorten  the  supply  of  coal  so  as  to  advance 
prices,  because  the  surrounding  states  could 
very  easily  ship  additional  coal  to  the  market 
and  thus  take  care  of  any  shortage  which 
might  arise  from  a  suspension  of  the  mines 
in  any  one  of  the  four  states.  Another  con¬ 
sideration  influencing  the  consumer  is  the 
very  apparent  fact  that  even  though  the  mines 
were  to  suspend  operations  for  a  short  time, 
they  would  be  able  to  increase  production  so 
easily  apd  quickly  after  they  did  determine 
to  resume  operations  that  there  would  be  no 
likelihood  of  any  permanent  effect  being  seen 
upon  the  market  for  the  summer,  and  for  the 
year  as  far  as  contracts  are  concerned. 

Coal  production  all  over  the  country  has 
been  curtailed  rather  sharply  within  the  week. 
The  railroads  believing  that  a  suspension  of 
the  mines  is  not  likely,  began  immediately  to 
take  the  minimum  instead  of  the  maximum 
contract  requirements  and  of  course  cut  down 
the  amount  of  coal  coming  to  them.  Manu¬ 
facturing  concerns  stopped  entirely  taking  any 
additional  coal,  merely  requiring  such  amounts 
as  would  supply  their  current  demands.  The 
retailers  have  not  been  buying  any  coal  in 
anticipation  of  a  suspension  and  even  their 
normal  disposition  to  take  coal  has  been  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  fact  that  circular  prices  change 
on  the  first  of  April  and  they  do  not  care  to 
have  any  more  coal  on  hand  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.  All  these  things  have  made  for  a 
decidedly  dull  and  drooping  market  and  values 
in  consequence  have  been  off  in  all  territories. 


Chicago  Market. 


On  the  Belief  the  Mine  Suspension  Will 
be  Short,  Prices  Fell — Outlook 
Is  Still  Uncertain, 


The  Chicago  coal  market  is  in  such  a  position 
today  it  is  very  easily  influenced,  being  excitable. 
The  operators  apparently  hold  the  key  to  the 
situation  in  two  respects.  They  can  either  per¬ 
mit  the  miners  to  stampede  them  and  thus  de¬ 
stroy  values,  or  they  can  give  the  buyers  an  im¬ 
pression  that  they  have  been  stampeded  and  permit 
values  to  go  to  pot.  They  seem  to  have  effectu¬ 
ally  accomplished  the  latter  purpose,  without  any 
very  definite  assurance  that  the  labor  situation 
has  been  clarified  as  much  as  some  persons  have 
been  led  to  believe. 

Last  week  the  mine  workers  completed  their 
conference  at  Indianapolis  and  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  if  the  operators  would  not  meet  them 
in  joint  conference  the  miners  were  permitted  to 
deal  with  the  miners  either  by  states  or,  failing 
in  that,  by  districts.  This,  on  the  face  of  it,  was 
a  complete  backdown  of  the  miners  and  should 
not  have  influenced  the  action  of  the  operators 
in  the  least  had  they  not  been  immensely  sus¬ 
picious  of  one  another  and  had  they  not  imme¬ 
diately  charged  the  operators  in  other  states  with 
an  intention  to  break  away  from  any  understand¬ 
ings  and  resume  heavy  production  at  once.  At 
least  this  is  the  impression  which  the  operators 
have  permitted  to  spread  abroad.  Through  hav¬ 
ing  become  suspicious  and,  therefore,  themselves 
stampeded,  they  have  permitted  the  market  to 
ease  off  quickly  and  radically.  Those  who  were 
buying  for  storage  stopped  it  instantly.  The  rail¬ 
road  companies  shifted  from  their  maximum  to 
their  minimum  contract  requirements  and  those 
who  have  been  storing  coal  gave  over  the  effort. 

The  situation  seemed  simple,  but  really  it  has 
not  proved  such.  Ohio  and  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  will  move  rather  slowly  on  two  accounts. 
They  have  cqal  on  the  northwestern  docks  which 
has  to  be  sold.  They  have  a  permanent  footing 
to  maintain  in  the  northwest  and  this  depends 
entirely  upon  having  mining  conditions  that  per¬ 
mit  competition  with  Illinois.  Indiana  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  lead  the  other  states  because  it  is  half 
way  between  and  could  easily  be  crushed.  Illi¬ 
nois  seems  to  hold  the  key  to  the  whole  situa¬ 
tion.  The  Illinois  miners’  joint  scale  committee 
is  now  in  session,  but  is  not  permitted  to  do 
more  than  make  a  recommendation  to  the  joint 
meeting  of  miners  and  operators,  which  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  held  about  April  3  at  Peoria.  Any 
action  taken  at  that  time  will  likely  determine 
what  the  other  states  will  do,  but  there  is  no 
assurance  that  Illinois  will  be  in  any  hurry.  The 
strike  scare  which  seemed  to  terminate  suddenly 
has  not  done  so  by  any  means  and  may  possibly 
have  more  of  an  influence  than  many  have  be¬ 
lieved.  However,  the  strike  scare  is  over,  as  far 
as  most  of  the  consumers  are  concerned  and  be¬ 
cause  they  have  stopped  buying,  prices  have  flat¬ 
tened  out  pretty  generally  in  the  bituminous 
coals. 

The  anthracite  market  has  been  extremely  quiet 
but  this  is  expected  at  this  time  of  the  year  and 
so  the  operators  have  not  shipped  in  much  coal 
prior  to  April  1.  Circulars  have  been  issued  mak¬ 
ing  the  normal  reduction  from  list  of  fifty  cents 
a  ton  for  the  month  of  April. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  countv  coal,  under  the  influence  of 
some  abnormally  low  prices  on  Carterville  lump 
and  because  of  a  collapse  of  strike  scare,  has 
been  on  the  down  grade  for  the  week,  all  values 
being  lower.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  Chunks, 
$3.25  to  $2.50;  nut,  $2.15  to  $2.40;  1%-inch  steam 
lump,  $2.20  to  $2.40 ;  domestic  nut,  $2.25  to  $2.50. 

Third  vein  operators  have  been  finding  a  pretty 
steadv  market  for  their  product,  although  new 
business  has  not  been  coming  in  very  freely. 
Those  who  took  on  additional  coal  to  create 
stocks  have  not  cancelled  any  of  their  orders. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine-run,  $2.00; 
chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut, 
$2.15;  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  has  been  hammered  down  in 
price  on  account  of  the  low  prices  accepted  with¬ 
in  the  week  by  Carterville  producers,  the  latter 


seeming  to  have  been  a  demoralizing  influence 
upon  the  entire  market.  All  prices,  except  screen¬ 
ings  and  nut,  have  shown  a  reduction.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  Mine-run,  $1.65 ;  2-inch  egg  or 
lump,  $1.85  to  $1.90;  screenings,  $1.35  to  $1.40. 

Springfield  coal  is  strong  as  to  screenings  but 
the  rest  of  the  market  is  weak,  the  strength  of 
screenings  being  due  to  the  small  production  of 
lump,  while  the  weather  and  the  advanced  sea¬ 
son  accounts  for  the  other  dullness.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  Mine-run,  $1.70  to  $1.75 ; 
screenings,  $1.40;  nut,  $2.00;  egg  or  lump,  $2.25; 
154-uich  lump,  $1.95. 

Carterville  coal  has  been  one  of  the  weakest 
points  in  the  entire  market.  The  demand  for  it 
was  not  less  than  for  other  grades,  but  the 
amount  shipped  unsold  to  Chicago  accounts  for 
the  local  condition.  Some  lots  of  6-inch  egg  have 
been  sold  as  low  as  $2.00  Chicago,  on  deliveries 
from  the  mines.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for 
Chicago  delivery :  Mine-run,  90  cents ;  lj^-uich 
screenings,  50  to  55  cents;  lump  or  egg,  $1.00  to 
$1.10. 

Clinton  coal  mines  are  sold  up  until  after  April 
1  and  are  not  quoting.  For  the  month  eleven 
out  of  the  twelve  mines  have  been  running 
steadily,  these  eleven  mines  losing  but  seven  work¬ 
ing  days  out  of  the  total.  Some  prices  paid  by 
the  railroads  are  rather  low. 

Sullivan  and  Green  county  coal  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  soft,  first  because  the  weather  has  been 
warm,  second  because  the  mine  strike  scare  has 
flattened  out  and  third  because  some  concerns 
have  been  cancelling  orders.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago :  Chunks  or  egg,  $2.05  to  $2.30 ;  steam 
lump.  $2.00  to  $2.15. 

Brazil  block  is  a  weather  coal  and  since  the 
weather  has  been  warm  it  has  been  slow  and  dull, 
the  price  ranging  from  $2.70  to  $2.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Hocking  coal,  which  has  moved  freely  all 
through  March,  having  enjoyed  a  good  market, 
is  now  softer  and  the  trade  is  slowing  down  con¬ 
siderably.  This  is  natural  with  the  approach  of 
spring,  even  with  the  uncertainties  incident  to 
the  labor  dispute.  Some  so-called  Hocking  has 
been  offered  around  the  market  at  various  prices 
as  low  as  $2.70,  but  the  genuine  article  has  been 
stronger  and  selling  at  circular.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago;  Standard  Hocking,  $3.15;  Jackson 
Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No.  8,  3%-inch  lump,  $2.65 
to  $2.75. 

Kanawha  coal  has  been  rather  plentiful  on  the 
market  and.  consequently,  easy  in  price.  Opera¬ 
tors  have  not  increased  production  but  it  is  so 
easy  to  overshoot  the  demand  now  that  surplus 
coal  frequently  collects  and  has  to  be  sacrificed. 
We  quote  for  standard  splint  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
$3.00  to  $3.25. 

Youghiogheny  coal  prices  for  the  ensuing  year 
on  contract  have  been  fixed  at  about  a  nickle  un¬ 
der  last  year’s  prices.  The  new  prices  to  obtain 
on  contracts  after  April  1  are :  Three-quarter 
inch  steam,  $3.10;  54-inch  gas,  $3.20;  lRj-inch 
steam  lump,  $3.30.  The  receipts  of  coal  are  light 
now  and  the  market  is  dead.  Prices  are  un¬ 
changed  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  as  follows :  Three- 
quarter  inch  gas,  $3.15  to  $3.25 ;  54~ inch  steam, 
$3.05  to  $3.15;  lJ4-inch  steam  lump,  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

Smokeless  mine-run  has  been  demoralized  while 
it  has  been  out  of  the  question  to  sell  lump  or 
egg.  Some  of  the  latter,  of  high  quality,  has 
been  delivered  in  Chicago  as  a  mine-run  delivery. 
Mine-run  screened  New  River  coal  has  sold  as 
low  as  90  cents  at  the  mines,  while  mine-run 
of  fairly  good  quality  has  been  sold  at  75  cents 
at  the  mines.  On  the  other  hand  some  dealers 
report  sales  at  circular.  We  quote  New  River 
and  Pocahontas  f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  Mine-run,  $2.80 
to  $3.30 ;  egg  or  lump,  $3.50  to  $3.75. 

Fairmont  coal  is  coming  in  slowly  just  now, 
the  supply  being  sufficient  only  to  meet  the  imme¬ 
diate  requirements  of  contracts.  We  quote  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago :  Three-quarter-inch  gas,  $3.15  to 

$3.25;  54-inch  steam,  $3.05. 

The  Coke  Market. 

The  Chicago  coke  trade  is  quiet  and  dull,  with 
prices  soft.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  Con- 
nellsville,  $5.00;  Wise  county,  $4.75;  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  $5.00 ;  48-hour,  $4.25 ;  by-product  foundry, 
$5.25;  by-product  domestic,  $4.75,  and  gas  house, 
$4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Mine  Operations  Are  Increased  Because 
Orders  Are  Large — New  Shaft 
Is  Opened. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  March  26. 

Business  in  the  local  bituminous  coal  field 
showed  marked  improvement  during  the  past 
week,  and  promises  to  continue  in  a  most 
healthy  condition  for  the  remainder  of  the  month 
at  least.  Nearly  all  of  the  large  manufacturers 
and  industrial  plants  are  stocking  up  to  the 
limit  of  their  capacity  in  anticipation  of  a  strike, 
and  the  railroads  are  hauling,  it  is  estimated,  at 
least  fifty  per  cent  more  coal  now  than  they 
were  a  few  weeks  ago. 

The  outlook  for  the  miners,  continuing  at  work 
after  the  first  of  April  is  considered  very  fair, 
as  it  is  generally  contended  that  even  if  they  do 
go  out  with  the  expiration  of  the  present  scale, 
on  account  of  the  present  financial  conditions, 
many  of  them,  or  in  fact  the  great  majority 
of  them,  will  be  in  favor  of  continuing  work 
until  either  a  new  scale  is  adopted,  or  the  matter 
of  adjustment  is  given  up  as  a  hopeless  task.  It 
is  thought,  however,  that  there  will  be  no  serious 
difficulty  in  effecting  an  arrangement  within  a 
short  time  after  the  expiration  of  the  present 
scale. 

The  local  miners  have  held  a  series  of  meet¬ 
ings  in  this  city  this  week,  all  of  which  were 
behind  closed  doors,  and  little  information  of  the 
proceedings  had  been  given  out.  It  is  authori¬ 
tatively  stated  though  that  it  is  not  considered  a 
hopeless  situation,  and  that  the  officials  are 
anticipating  a  satisfactory  ending.  A  mass  meet¬ 
ing  has  been  called  for  next  Monday,  when  it  is 
thought  that  a  final  decision  may  be  reached. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  prices,  nor  is  any 
expected  unless  a  strike  is  actually  called.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  the  lakes  have  about  doubled. 

The  coke  situation  remains  very  unsatisfactory, 
with  no  change  in  prices.  A  large  number  of 
additional  ovens  are  being  fired,  and  early  im¬ 
provement  is  looked  for. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

M.  H.  Taylor,  president  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  who  has  been  ill  and  confined  to  the 
Columbia  Hospital  for  some  time  past,  is  rapidly 
recovering  and  is  expected  to  resume  his  duties 
in  a  short  time. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  S.  Lowther,  of 
Somerset  county.  Pa.,  asking  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  examining  board  in  accordance  with 
4he  acts  of  assembly,  a  new  board  composed  of 
Thomas  S.  Lowther,  inspector  of  Somerset  coun¬ 
ty,  James  H.  Scurfield,  operator  of  Wells  Creek, 
and  Thomas  Griffiths,  a  miner  of  Ralphton,  was 
appointed. 

The  Edgewood  Coal  Company,  of  Cameron, 
W.  Va.,  has  been  organized  and  incorporated  with 
an  authorized  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  and  will 
open  and  start  development  of  a  large  coal  tract 
at  Edgewood,  W.  Va.,  during  the  coming  sum¬ 
mer.  The  incorporators  of  the  new  concern  are 
J.  L.  Phillips,  C.  E.  Hutchinson  and  F.  B. 
Parnott,  all  of  Cameron,  W.  Va. ;  W.  J.  Dier- 
inger,  of  Wheeling,  and  W.  A.  McGlumpy,  of 
Moundsville,  W.  Va. 

The  Valley  River  Coal  Company,  of  Clarks¬ 
burg,  W.  Va.,  has  been  incorporated  with  an 
authorized  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  and  will  open 
several  new  mines  in  that  state.  The  incor¬ 
porators  of  the  company  are  J.  L.  Hixson,  Albert 
Shupe,  Alvin  Rich,  H.  N.  Watser,  Wesley  Zaugg 
and  W.  G.  Christy,  all  of  Wooster,  Ohio. 

The  Hoon  Coal  Company,  of  East  Palestine, 
Ohio,  has  been  incorporated  by  Grant  Hill,  S.  B. 
McClure,  John  Jones,  S.  M.  Hoon  and  J.  W. 
Hoon,  all  of  that  city.  The  capital  stock  is 
nominally  placed  at  $3,000. 

John  J.  Jones,  president  of  the  Pittsburgh- 
Buffalo  Company,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  advises  that 
contracts  have  been  let  and  that  construction 
work  will  soon  be  started  at  the  proposed  new 
town  of  Marianna,  in  Washington  county,  Pa. 

New  Mining  Town. 

About  a  year  ago  the  Pittsburgh-Buffalo 
Company  purchased  a  tract  of  about  14,000  acres 


of  coal  lands  in  Washington  and  Green  counties 
and  a  few  months  later  it  was  decided  to  open 
the  immense  tract  at  once  instead  of  holding  it 
in  reserve  until  later.  Accordingly,  several 
months  ago,  a  force  of  several  hundred  men 
was  put  to  work  sinking  the  first  shaft,  which 
is  now  completed,  and  preparations  are  to  be 
made  for  providing  homes  for  the  thousands  of 
men  who  will  later  be  employed  at  the  mines 
and  works  of  the  company.  The  town  will  be 
permanently  built,  as  it  has  been  figured  that 
the  coal  in  the  property  will  not  be  mined  in 
less  than  150  years. 

All  buildings  erected,  which  will  number  about 
1,000,  and  will  comprise  residences,  schools, 
churches  and  stores,  will  be  of  brick,  and  all 
streets  will  be  paved  with  the  same  material. 
About  60,000,000  brick  will  be  required,  and  to 
provide  these  the  company  will  erect  an  immense 
brick  manufacturing  plant,  which  will  be  in  opera¬ 
tion  this  summer. 

When  the  mines  are  fully  opened  about  5,000 
men  will  be  given  employment  and  the  annual 
output  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  3,000,000 
tons.  It  is  estimated  that  it  will  cost  $3,000,000 
to  build  the  town  and  open  the  mines,  which 
will  be  the  largest  in  the  world. 

The  shafts  will  have  head  frames  of  steel  and 
tipples  of  steel  and  brick,  and  will  be  absolutely 
fireproof.  The  hoists  in  the  shafts  will  have  a 
capacity  of  two  mine  cars  each,  or  about  eight 
tons. 

One  shaft  has  been  completed,  and  about  500 
tons  per  day  are  being  shipped,  while  the  other 
is  well  under  way.  About  six  hundred  men  are 
working  in  the  mines,  and  this  number  will  be 
increased  as  the  demand  for  coal  increases. 
About  125  houses  have  already  been  erected,  and 
more  will  be  rushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  The  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road  has  been  completed  and  other  roads  will 
build  into  the  field  during  the  coming  summer. 


The  Fort  Pitt  Coal  Company,  of  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  has  broken  ground  for  a  new  shaft  that 
will  be  completed  and  operated  this  summer. 

Frank  B.  Hambry,  clerk  of  council,  Donora, 
Pa.,  desires  bids  until  noon  on  April  6,  for  the 
requirements  of  slack,  run-of-mine  and  lump 
coal  for  a  period  of  one  year  for  the  operation 
of  the  garbage  furnace. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Company  has  issued'  a  no¬ 
tice  stating  that  all  of  the  salaried  men  in  the 
employ  of  the  company  will  receive  a  ten  per 
cent  reduction  in  salaries  commencing  April  1. 
The  reason  given  is  the  sluggish  condition  of  the 
coal  market. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  has  com¬ 
pleted  the  installation  of  its  new  30-foot  all-steel 
fan  at  the  new  No.  3  shaft  at  the  Standard 
plant  in  the  Connellsville  coke  region.  The  pro¬ 
duction  of  this  plant  will  be  materially  increased 
by  the  opening  of  this  new  shaft. 

The  tipple  and  adjoining  property  at  the  Tag¬ 
gart  mine  of  the  Barton  Coal  Company,  Barton, 
Ohio,  were  destroyed  by  fire  last  week,  entailing 
a  loss  of  about  $6,000,  which  is  partially  covered 
by  insurance.  The  fire  has  closed  the  mine  down 
until  a  new  tipple  can  be  built,  and  about  100 
men  are  thus  thrown  out  of  employment. 

The  No.  2  mine  of  the  Rail  &  River  Coal 
Company,  which  has  been  closed  down  for  the 
past  two  months,  resumed  last  week,  and  is  now 
in  full  operation,  with  about  400  men  employed. 
The  company  has  received  a  number  of  large 
orders,  and  the  mine  will  be  kept  in  steady  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

After  experiments  covering  several  weeks,  and 
under  various  conditions,  fulminite  powder  has 
finally  been  adopted  for  use  at  the  Hazel  mine 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Buffalo  Company.  The  mine 
is  located  at  Cannonsburg,  Pa.  Fulminite  is  a 
safety  powder,  and  will  take  the  place  of  black 
powder  which  has  been  barred  at  this  mine  by 
the  owners. 

The  holdings  and  property  of  the  Monongahela 
Bituminous  Coal  Company,  located  in  Barbour 
county,  W.  Va.,  will  be  sold  out  at  public  auc¬ 
tion  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  April  14,  at  the  suit 
of  Seymour  House.  The  sale  will  be  held  at  the 


county  court  house  at  Phillipi,  W.  Va.,  and  will 
be  in  charge  of  Leroy  V.  Holsberry,  special  com¬ 
missioner. 

What  is  claimed  to  have  been  the  largest  run 
of  coal  ever  taken  out  in  a  single  day  of  eight 
hours  was  made  last  week  at  the  Vesta  No.  4 
mine  of  the  Jones  &  Laughlin  Steel  Company,  of 
Pittsburgh.  The  mine  is  located  at  California, 
Pa.,  and  6,800  tons  were  delivered  at  the  tipple. 
The  mine  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best  in  this 
part  of  the  state. 

The  heavy  rains  of  the  last  few  weeks,  through¬ 
out  western  Pennsylvania,  caused  a  large  amount 
of  earth  to  slide  over  the  mouth  of  the  Johnston 
Coal  Company’s  mine  near  Connellsville,  Pa.,  and 
the  mine  has  been  closed  since  last  week.  A  wall 
will  be  built  to  protect  the  entrance.  None  of  the 
men  was  in  the  mine  at  the  time  of  the  slide, 
and  the  loss  to  the  property  of  the  company  was 
practically  nothing. 

Operations  were  started  last  week  at  the  new 
mine  at  Scott  Haven,  Pa.,  of  the  Clair  &  Rock 
Coal  Company,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnish¬ 
ing  all  of  the  coal  required  for  the  locomotives 
of  the  Pittsburgh  division  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  Company,  approximately  250  tons 
per  day.  The  mine,  however,  has  a  daily  ca¬ 
pacity  of  about  400  tons. 

Work  on  the  new  coking  plant  of  the  E.  A. 
Humphries  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  which  is  be¬ 
ing  built  near  Bradenville,  Pa.,  was  resumed  last 
week  after  having  been  stopped  since  early  in 
February.  The  mines  are  about  ready  to  operate, 
and  the  coking  plant  is  now  well  under  way,  so 
that  it  is  thought  that  the  entire  plant  will  be  in 
full  operation  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  months. 
J.  W.  Grantham,  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  is  in  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  plant. 

Work  was  completed  last  week  on  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  tipple  at  the  new  coal  and  coking 
plant  which  is  being  built  in  the  Ligonier  Valley 
above  Ligonier,  Pa.,  for  the  Fort  Palmer  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  of  Latrobe,  Pa.  The  plant,  when 
fully  completed,  will  be  a  large  one,  and  at  the 
same  time  will  be  one  of  the  finest  plants  in  the 
valley.  It  is  not  thought  that  the  plant  will  be 
ready  to  place  in  operation  before  the  first  of 
next  June,  although  the  mines  will  be  producing 
before  that  time. 

The  Pittsburgh-Buffalo  Company,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  has  posted  notices  at  the  Hazel  mine  at  Can¬ 
nonsburg,  Pa.,  saying  that  200  additional  men  are 
wanted  to  work  in  the  mine.  This  number,  in 
addition  to  the  450  that  are  at  present  employed, 
will  work  the  mine  to  the  full  capacity,  which 
is  made  necessary  by  the  receipt  of  several  large 
orders  to  be  shipped  from  that  mine.  Most  of 
the  coal  will  be  shipped  north  to  supply  the  lake 
trade,  which  has  increased  heavily  during  the  last 
two  weeks,  and  this  mine  is  one  of  the  large 
shippers  to  that  region. 

R.  C.  Peck,  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and  his 
brother,  Melville  W.  Peck,  of  Phillipi,  W.  Va., 
have  purchased  a  large  tract  of  coal  land  at 
Tyrconnel,  Taylor  county,  W.  Va.,  and  announce 
that  they  will  commence  the  development  of  the 
property  in  the  immediate  future.  An  opening 
will  be  driven  and  a  spur  constructed  to  the  rail¬ 
road,  which  crosses  the  property,  and  it  is  thought 
that  the  first  mine  will  be  opened  within  two 
months.  The  coal  is  claimed  to  be  equal  to  any 
found  in  that  part  of  the  state,  and  is  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  quality  for  the  by-product  coking  process. 


It  is  said  to  be  the  intention  of  the  coal  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Lackawanna  Company  to 
build  a  plant  at  the  Auchincloss  colliery,  near 
Nanticoke,  where  all  props  and  ties  used  in  the 
mines  will  be  subjected  to  a  process  which  is 
designed  to  make  them  more  durable  and  less 
subject  to  decay.  A  huge  tank  will  be  erected 
and  the  timber  will  be  immersed  in  a  solution, 
the  principal  ingredient  of  which  is  creasote. 
It  is  said  that  after  being  treated  the  timbers 
will  last  ten  times  as  long  as  otherwise.  The 
growing  scarcity  of  timber,  with  the  conse¬ 
quent  increasing  price,  has  made  it  necessary 
for  the  coal  companies  to  endeavor  to  find 
Some  means  whereby  the  timber  will  be  made 
more  durable. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


The  Coal  Market  Is  Without  Life  as  Buy¬ 
ers  Are  Waiting  for  Re¬ 
ductions. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  March  26. 

Notwithstanding  the  unsettled  condition  of  the 
labor  situation  pertaining  to  mining,  there  is  prac¬ 
tically  no  life  in  the  coal  market,  and  even  the 
slight  improvement  noted  last  week  and  the  week 
before  is  not  being  maintained.  Actual  and  op¬ 
pressive  dullness  is  reported  from  many  quarters 
and  good  business  is  the  great  exception  of  the 
reports  received  this  week.  The  dealers  in  smoke¬ 
less  coals  are  almost  without  any  orders,  as 
might  be  expected,  however,  inasmuch  as  a  new 
and  lower  set  of  prices  will  go  into  effect  next 
week.  Whether  or  not  shippers  are  anticipating 
the  reduction  in  the  price  of  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  coal  and  filling  orders  at  the  new 
price,  is  not  apparent,  but  it  is  not  believed  that 
this  practice  is  being  carried  out  to  any  extent, 
for  there  is  a  minimum  amount  of  smokeless  coal 
changing  hands. 

The  demand  for  Kanawha  splint  lump  and 
other  domestic  coals  is  very  limited,  and  the  old 
quotation  of  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines  is  again  the 
common  one.  A  few  producers  of  Kanawha  lump 
are  quoting  higher  prices,  but  the  bulk  of  the 
very  small  tonnage  that  is  going  forward  is  at 
$1.25  a  ton  for  the  standard  grades  with  coarse 
lump  and  well  advertised  brands  as  high  as  $1.50 
a  ton  at  the  mines.  Kanawha  run-of-mine  gas 
is  freely  quoted  at  $1.00  a  ton  at  the  mines  with 
splint  run-of-mine  in  moderate  demand  at  95 
cents.  Splint  nut  and  slack  ranges  very  widely 
on  account  of  the  numerous  grades  being  offered, 
but  75  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  seems  to  be  about 
the  average  price  for  steam  coal  of  good  quality. 
Lower  grades  are  offered  as  low  as  50  cents.  With 
the  falling  off  in  the  production  of  lump,  how¬ 
ever,  there  is  an  apparent  improvement  in  nut 
and  slack — less  of  it  is  being  made. 

The  Ohio  river  is  again  at  a  flood  stage  almost 
its  entire  length  and  there  is  too  much  water 
rather  than  just  enough  for  comfortable  naviga¬ 
tion.  Comparatively  large  quantities  of  coal  are 
being  transported  by  water  from  Pittsburgh  and 
the  Kanawha  districts,  nearly  all  of  the  Kanawha 
coal  finding  a  market  here,  and  nearly  all  of  the 
Pittsburgh  product  being  taken  further  south  on 
account  of  the  ease  of  transportation  and  the 
time  of  year.  This  is  the  season  of  the  year  when 
the  Pittsburghers  try  to  get  as  much  coal  to  New 
Orleans  as  possible,  as  the  freaks  of  the  Ohio 
river  in  the  matter  of  navigation  make  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  take  advantage  of  the  high  stage  of  the 
river  in  the  spring  to  fill  up  the  southern  mar¬ 
kets  as  completely  as  possible.  The  sending  of 
large  tows  south  from  here  makes  this  a  kind 
of  distributing  point.  Sometimes  the  harbors  are 
filled  up  with  coal  and  it  looks  as  if  Cincinnati 
had  an  immense  stock,  and  in  a  day  or  two  a 
few  immense  tows  are  made  up  here  for  the 
south  and  the  harbors  are  almost  completely 
thinned  out,  there  being  only  enough  coal  left  to 
take  care  of  the  local  elevators  until  more  can  be 
brought  down  from  Pittsburgh.  There  is  very 
little  river  coal  changing  hands  at  present  and 
prices  are  unchanged,  7*4  cents  a  bushel  being 
about  the  market  for  the  standard  grades. 

T  he  retail  business  of  the  city  is  at  a  stand¬ 
still.  A  few  days  of  spring-like  weather  closed 
hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  fires,  and  heads 
of  families  are  buying  only  enough  coal  to  last 
until  warm  weather.  No  changes  in  prices  have 
been  made  retail,  Pittsburgh,  Kanawha,  Thacker, 
Fairmont  and  such  lump  selling  for  $3.25  and 
$3.50  a  ton.  delivered. 


Sudden  Death  of  M.  O.  Brooks. 

The  sudden  death  of  Morris  O.  Brooks,  vice 
president  and  general  manager  of  The  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  at  Richmond,  Va., 
a  few  days  ago,  was  a  great  shock  to  his  many 
friends  in  the  coal  trade  here.  Mr.  Brooks  had 
made  all  arrangements  for  a  trip  to  Europe,  and 
William  Burlinghame  was  called  to  the  Rich¬ 
mond  office  to  temporarily  take  his  place.  The 
first  intimation  of  his  death  was  the  death  no¬ 
tice  in  the  local  daily  newspapers  and  the  arrival 


of  the  body  here  for  burial.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  Spring  Grove  cemetery  here.  Mr. 
Brooks  was  a  former  Cincinnati  resident,  but  has 
been  away  from  here  for  many  years.  He  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  biggest  men  in  the  coal 
business  and  was  universally  respected.  There 
is  considerable  speculation  as  to  the  changes  in 
the  company  his  death  will  cause. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Frank  Ellison,  of  The  C.  G.  Blake  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  is  east  in  the  interests  of  his 
company. 

Charles  H.  Bohmer,  general  manager  of  The 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  here  early  in 
the  week  on  business. 

Colonel  James  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of 
The  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Holden,  W.  Va.,  spent  several 
days  this  week  here  on  business  connected  with 
his  company. 

T.  B.  Davis,  Jr.,  vice  president  of  The  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Company,  with  headquarters 
in  New  York,  paid  the  local  office  an  official  visit 
this  week,  and  was  shown  the  various  plants  of 
the  concern  by  R.  S.  M’Veigh,  the  western  man¬ 
ager  of  the  concern  here. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  The  Big  Hill  Coal 
Company,  and  connected  with  a  dozen  or  more 
large  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia  coal  interests, 
returned  home  Saturday  evening  from  an  ex¬ 
tended  trip  through  Cuba.  He  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  daughter,  Blanche. 

Colonel  Beebe,  of  The  United  States  Coal  & 
Oil  Company,  was  in  a  serene  mood  on  ’Change 
the  other  day  when  the  matter  of  a  suspension 
of  mining  was  being  discussed.  “I  guess  we  can 
stand  it,”  said  he,  “we  have  over  50,000  tons  of 
Island  Creek  coal  piled  out  on  the  river  bank  at 
our  big  elevator  at  Sekitan,  and  we  have  forty 
or  fifty  barges  afloat  at  the  elevator.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  another  concern  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  at  least,  that  carries  such  an  immense 
stock  of  coal  in  reserve.” 


Cleveland  Trade. 


Operators  Endeavor  to  Interest  Buyers 
But  the  Sales  Are  Still  Quite 
Small. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  March  26. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  market  in  this  territory  is  hold¬ 
ing  pretty  steady  in  the  face  of  uncertainties  rela¬ 
tive  to  relations  between  operators  and  miners. 
An  upward  tendency  in  prices,  that  developed 
last  week,  was  checked  in  short  order.  Con¬ 
servative  interests  are  extremely  reluctant  to 
check  in  any  way  the  increasing  demand.  The 
tendency  this  week  has  been  to  encourage,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  prospective  buyer. 

Trade  has  been  picking  up  decisively.  Some 
of  the  biggest  shippers  of  Pittsburgh  and  Ohio 
grades  have  experienced  more  activity  in  the  last 
ten  days  than  they  anticipated,  even  taking  into 
account  probability  of  a  mine  suspension.  The 
storing  up  has  not  been  confined  to  railroads. 
Some  of  Cleveland’s  biggest  industrial  concerns 
have  been  buying  heavily  of  slack,  lately.  The 
Pittsburgh  slack  is  firm  at  80  cents.  Other  Pitts¬ 
burgh  grades,  run-of-mine,  three-quarter  and  inch 
and  a  quarter  are  running  $1,  $1.15  and  $1.25. 
No.  8  and  other  district  coals  are  selling  propor¬ 
tionately,  counting  differences  in  freight  rates. 

Contracts  and  their  renewals  are  just  now  oc¬ 
cupying  more  attention  than  anything  else.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  uncertainty  of  the  mining  situa¬ 
tion  to  date  and  the  unsettled  industrial  condi¬ 
tions  generally,  coal  dealers  and  big  consumers  of 
coal  are  getting  together  as  far  as  possible  on 
the  coming  year’s  figures.  While  few  renewals 
are  reported,  it  is  intimated  strongly  that  on  both 
sides  there  is  a  tentative  understanding  that  the 
old  basis  will  again  prevail. 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  for  open¬ 
ing  navigation  and  the  conditions  of  the  down 
freight  market,  some  of  the  vesselmen  here  say 
they  are  not  anxious  to  do  much  business  in  the 
coal  trade  at  present.  In  this  branch  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  there  has  been  no  new  development  since 
last  week  when  a  local  shipper  tied  up  vessel 
capacity  to  move  about  500,000  tons  of  coal  at 


thirty  cents  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  and 
forty  cents  to  Milwaukee.  All  other  shippers 
have  been  slow  about  falling  into  line.  Boats 
for  the  first  trip  up  continue  in  good  demand  as 
the  see-sawing  over  contracts  goes  on.  Some 
figuring  is  being  done  here  to  bring  a  number 
of  big  carriers  to  Ohio  ports  from  Buffalo  to 
take  on  cargoes.  If  the  deal  is  closed  the  steam¬ 
ers  will  be  shifted  this  week. 

Retail  prices  will  hold  about  as  they  are 
throughout  the  spring,  according  to  sentiments 
now  being  expressed.  There  is  certainly  no  dis¬ 
position  to  boost  quotations,  nor  to  shade  at  this 
time.  Demand  is  fair  for  this  season  but  not  un¬ 
like  the  trade  of  the  winter  which  was  none  too 
good  in  general.  Dealers  are  anticipating  a 
healthy  increase  in  buying  for  the  future,  particu¬ 
larly  on  hard  coal. 


News  in  Brief. 

Gen.  H.  J.  Booth,  coal  and  ore  agent  of  the 
Wabash,  at  Pittsburgh,  was  a  visitor  in  the  city 
this  week. 

J.'  S.  Van  Epps,  sales  agent  of  the  Delaware 
&  Hudson  Company,  in  this  city,  is  on  a  trip  to 
St.  Louis,  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati  and  other 
places. 

It  is  now  certain  that  the  B.  &  O.  railroad, 
beginning  April  1,  will  reinstate  its  old  tariff, 
giving  No.  8  and  Pittsburgh  districts  the  differ¬ 
ential  enjoyed  prior  to  recent  difficulties. 

George  L.  Douglass,  the  Duluth  vessel  broker, 
while  in  this  city  said  there  is  about  twenty-five 
percent  more  coal  on  dock  at  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior  than  there  was  a  year  ago.  Most  of 
the  coal  in  store,  he  says,  is  owned  by  the  rail¬ 
roads. 

O.  P.  Rank,  sales  agent  of  the  M.  A.  Hanna 
&  Co.,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  in  Michigan 
and  Indiana  territory.  Mr.  Rank  reports  that  he 
heard  no  “calamity”  talk  at  the  places  he  visited. 
Among  industrial  men  that  he  came  in  contact 
with  there  was  a  decided  optimistic  feeling. 

State  Engineer  C.  E.  Perkins,  here  on  an  in¬ 
spection  trip  this  week,  says  that  the  Ohio  canal 
will  be  open  for  navigation  between  Akron  and 
Cleveland  by  next  fall  if  the  legislature  allows 
the  appropriation  now  pending  before  it.  “By 
next  fall,”  said  Mr.  Perkins,  “boats  will  be  able 
to  run  from  Cleveland  to  the  coal  fields,  100 
miles  south.”  This  will  tap  the  No.  6  district. 

In  connection  with  the  anti-trust  cases  now 
being  pressed  against  retail  coal  dealers  here,  it 
developed  this  week  that  the  retailers’  association 
made  a  campaign  against  W.  L.  Fiedler  for  police 
judge  and  helped  defeat  him.  Records  were 
porduced  to  show  that  the  dealers  were  losing 
coal  by  theft  to  the  value  of  $30,000  a  year. 
Over  fifty  cases  of  theft  were  in  police  court  in 
nine  months,  but  very  few  were  ever  nrosecuted. 

At  the  pending  trial  of  C.  A.  Albright  for 
alleged  complicity  in  a  local  retail  coal  trust,  I. 
C.  Goff,  of  the  Goff-Kirby  Coal  Company,  de¬ 
nied  strongly  the  existence  of  any  combine  such 
as  the  state  is  trying  to  prove.  He  said  that  if 
H.  G.  Brayton,  secretary  of  the  association,  did 
send  out  a  price  list  or  blacklist  he  did  so  without 
authority  of  the  association.  William  Shafer,  of 
the  Shafer-Suhr  Coal  Company,  testified  at  the 
trial  that  J.  V.  N.  Yates,  H.  G.  Brayton  and 
himself  pleaded  guilty  under  previous  indictment 
for  violating  the  Ohio  anti-trust  law  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  court  and  state’s  attorney,  although 
they  knew  at  the  time  they  were  innocent.  After 
these  men  pleaded  guilty  and  the  remainder  of 
the  cases  against  other  retail  coal  men  were  nolled 
by  the  arrangement,  there  was  a  change  in  ad¬ 
ministration  in  the  county  prosecutor’s  office.  The 
new  official  secured  reindictment  of  all  the  coal 
dealers.  S.  V.  McMahon,  prosecutor,  now  press¬ 
ing  the  old  cases,  is  a  candidate  for  re-election 
this  fall. 


Andrew  Carnegie  aims  to  come  to  the  res¬ 
cue  of  the  coal  miners  throughout  the  country 
by  endeavoring  to  guard  against  mine  disas¬ 
ters  such  as  have  happened  the  last  few 
months,  to  the  end  of  studying  the  most  im¬ 
proved  methods  of  producing  coal  abroad,  as 
well  as  the  machinery  used  and  the  courses  of 
instruction  in  mining  taught  in  the  great  for¬ 
eign  technical  and  manual  schools.  Arthur  A. 
Hamerschlag,  a  director  of  the  Carnegie  Tech¬ 
nical  School  of  Pittsburgh,  has  been  sent  abroad. 
He  will  spend  much  time  around  the  coal  mines 
in  Scotland  and  Great  Britain. 
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Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  March  26. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  men  are  still  finding 
plenty  of  leisure  time.  The  business  is  not  pick¬ 
ing  up  very  rapidly,  although  some  reports  come 
in  of  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  steam  coal. 
There  is  but  little  apprehension  of  a  suspension 
of  operations  the  1st  of  the  month,  and  those 
who  do  look  for  such  a  thing  to  happen  are  of 
the  belief  that  it  will  be  of  very  short  duration. 
The  railways  are  stocking  up  some,  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  any  emergency  that  may  come  along. 
They  are  evidently  taking  no  chances  on  the 
situation  and  are  utilizing  many  empty  cars  for 
storage  purposes  so  as  not  to  be  caught  short 
if  anything  should  happen.  The  factories  evi¬ 
dently  take  but  little  stock  in  the  theory  of  an 
approaching  suspension.  Some  of  them  are  lay¬ 
ing  in  sufficient  supply  of  steam  coal  to  keep 
them  going  for  two  or  three  weeks,  but  for  the 
most  part  they  are  not  buying  beyond  their 
present  needs.  From  numerous  points  come 
statements  that  the  factories  themselves  would 
not  object  to  a  suspension  of  business  for  a 
while.  Some  even  say  that  a  number  of  fac¬ 
tories  would  be  glad  to  find  some  excuse  for 
closing  down  temporarily.  At  any  rate  they  are 
not  buying  steam  coal  to  any  extent  in  excess 
of  their  present  needs. 

The  domestic  trade  is  dead  and  the  retailers 
are  doing  practically  only  a  summer  business. 
The  warm  spring  weather  has  had  its  effect  on 
the  retail  business.  Prices  vary  somewhat,  but 
for  the  most  part  they  are  at  bed  rock.  No  coal 
is  being  loaded  for  lake  shipments  and  no  con¬ 
siderable  business  is  looked  for  along  this  line 
for  some  time.  There  is,  however,  a  feeling 
that  as  soon  as  spring  opens  up  in  earnest  there 
will  be  some  improvement  in  this  business. 


Personal  Mention. 

George  Cook,  a  retail  coal  dealer  from  Syl- 
vania,  made  a  friendly  visit  to  local  offices  this 
week. 

T.  Boone  Brown  is  making  a  business  trip  to 
various  Ohio  points  this  week  in  the  interest  of 
the  Cannelton  Coal  Company. 

C.  C.  Johnston,  of  Columbus,  secretary  of  the 
Wholesale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association, 
was  a  Toledo  visitor  this  week. 

Local  coal  offices  received  a  call  today  from 
S.  A.  Carson,  sales  agent  of  the  Iron  City  Coal 
&  Coke  Company  of  Pittsburgh. 

J.  W.  Lockwood,  Jr.,  general  manager  of  the 
Branchland  Coal  Company,  of  Branchland,  W. 
Va.,  called  upon  the  local  trade  this  week. 

J.  N.  Lewis,  sales  agent  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  was 
in  the  city  today  looking  after  the  trade. 

A.  J.  Johnson,  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Company, 
is  making  a  business  trip  to  various  Ohio  points 
this  week.  He  will  return  to  the  city  on  Friday. 

C.  O.  Miniger  and  A.  J.  Connelly  have  re¬ 
turned  from  Detroit,  where  they  went  last  Fri¬ 
day  on  business  connected  with  the  Consolidated 
Coal  Company. 

Elmer  Miller  returned  today  from  a  business 
trip,  having  been  called  out  of  the  city  in  the 
interest  of  the  Elmer  Miller  Coal  Company, 
Monday  morning. 

Cards  have  been  received  from  coal  dealers 
in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  soliciting  business,  which  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  buyers  are  not  crowding 
things  in  that  section. 

George  Benore,  of  the  firm  of  Choate  & 
Benore,  retail  coal  dealers  at  Erie,  Mich.,  was 
in  the  city  this  week  calling  on  friends,  and  in¬ 
cidentally  doing  some  business. 

Edgar  C.  Hall,  formerly  with  the  Powhattan 
Coal  Company,  has  resigned  his  position  with 
that  concern,  and  accepted  a  position  in  the 
office  of  the  Elmer  Miller  Coal  Company.  His 
resignation  took  effect  on  March  15,  and  Mr. 
Hall  is  now  enjoying  a  vacation  in  the  East 
prior  to  assuming  his  new  duties  on  April  15. 

S.  T.  Walbolt,  who,  for  a  long  time,  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  office  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  in  this  city,  has  accepted  a  position 
as  general  sales  agent  for  the  Clay  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  operations  on  the  Coal  &  Coke  Rail¬ 
way  in  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Walbolt  will  make 
his  headquarters  in  Toledo,  and  has  opened  an 


office  on  Summit  street.  For  the  last  two  years 
the  product  of  the  Clay  Coal  Company  has  been 
handled  in  this  vicinity  by  the  W.  A.  Gosline 
Company,  but  the  new  move  will  enable  it  to 
sell  its  product  direct. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Kansas  City,  March  26. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — Because  a  coal  strike  seemed  im¬ 
minent  there  has  been  more  activity  in  the  coal 
market  in  the  last  week  than  for  some  time.  Re¬ 
tail  trade  remains  dull  with  prices  steady,  but 
in  the  wholesale  market  there  is  “something  do¬ 
ing,”  to  put  it  in  slang.  The  Union  Pacific  rail¬ 
road  began  storing  coal  in  Leavenworth  yester¬ 
day  ;  the  Rock  Island  has  been  storing  for  some 
time  and  it  is  expected  the  other  western  roads 
will  begin  soon.  This  is  the  reason  for  the  ac¬ 
tivity.  The  Union  Pacific,  which  is  filling  its 
bins  in  Leavenworth,  is  expected  to  lay  in  a  two 
months’  supply.  In  Kansas  City  coal  in  huge 
quantities  is  being  stored  by  the  Union  Pacific 
and  Rock  Island  and  also  by  dealers,  who  have 
contracts  to  supply  large  manufacturing  estab¬ 
lishments.  Some  of  the  railroads  are  said  to  be 
already  in  a  position  where  the  immediate  calling 
of  a  strike  would  not  embarrass  them  because  of 
the  vast  quantities  of  coal  they  have  on  hand, 
while  the  other  roads  soon  will  be  in  an  equally 
good  position. 

Lump  coal  is  in  good  demand  and  mine-run 
is  also  selling  freely.  Some  of  the  dealers,  who 
make  a  specialty  of  anthracite,  say  that  they 
have  been  kept  busy  of  late.  Retailers  still  de¬ 
clare  that  business  is  not  what  it  should  be.  The 
demand  from  flats  and  office  buildings  is  far  be- 
low*normal,  they  say. 


A  Bond  Issue. 

The  Crawford  County  Mining  Company,  which 
owns  several  thousand  acres  of  coal  land  in  the 
field  north  of  Pittsburg,  Kan.,  has  issued  bonds 
to  the  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

The  bonds  were  sold  to  the  Bankers’  Irust 
Company,  of  New  York  City.  The  issue  con¬ 
sists  of  one  thousand  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $1,000 
each,  due  in  1937,  and  bearing  five  per  cent  in¬ 
terest. 

The  Crawford  County  Mining  Company  is  a 
Frisco  concern,  Carl  R.  Gray,  general  manager  of 
the  Frisco  system,  being  president  of  the  coal 
company,  and  F.  H.  Hamilton,  another  Frisco 
official,  being  secretary.  The  company  does  not 
operate  any  mines  directly,-  but  has  leased  its  coal 
property  to  other  mining  concerns,  among  them 
the  Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  the  Colum¬ 
bus  Coal  Company  and  the  Spencer  and  New- 
lands  interests. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  T.  R.  Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Company  has 
placed  on  record  with  the  register  of  deeds  a 
lease  covering  a  large  tract  of  coal  land  north 
of  Pittsburg,  Kan.,  from  the  Crawford  Mining 
Company.  The  lease  covers  2,620  acres  of  coal 
land,  mostly  around  Croweburg  camp.  The 
Crawford  Mining  Company,  which  is  backed  by 
the  Frisco  railway,  owns  the  land  and  the  Crowe 
company  is  operating  the  mines.  The  lease  pro¬ 
vides  that  the  company  must  operate  two  mines 
with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  daily.  The  lessee 
is  to  pay  a  royalty  of  eight  cents  per  ton. 

Sydney  P.  Hostler,  president  of  the  Hostler 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  is  much  elated  over  a 
decision  of  Judge  Rogers  in  the  United  States 
district  court  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  29.  The  court  on  this  occasion  sustained 
the  constitutionality  of  the  last  two  paragraphs 
of  section  N  of  the  Hepburn  act  which  makes 
railways  responsible  for  the  loss  of  shipments 
beyond  the  terminals  of  their  lines.  This  de¬ 
cision  is  said  to  be  the  first  ever  rendered  on 
that  particular  point.  This  decision  was  the 
outgrowth  of  a  suit  brought  against  the  St. 
Louis  &  San  Francisco  railroad  for  the  value 
of  a  shipment  of  fruit  lost  after  it  was  deliv¬ 
ered  to  a  connecting  line.  The  decision  was 
against  the  railroad  company.  Mr.  Hostler 
has  been  advising  the  coal  dealers  for  some 
time  that  section  20  of  the  inter  state  commerce 
act  makes  a  railroad  company  responsible  for  all 
losses  of  goods  in  transit.  The  case  in  conse¬ 
quence  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  26. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — This  week  has  been  characterized 
by  a  general  slowing  down  in  demand,  in  pro¬ 
duction  and  in  prices. 

As  to  whether  there  is  going  to  be  a  mine 
suspension  or  not  the  coal  men  are  just  as  much 
“up  in  the  air”  as  ever.  However,  as  soon  as 
it  was  learned  that  the  miners  at  Indianapolis 
had  decided  to  let  the  operators  sign  up  by  dis¬ 
tricts  all  the  buyers  seemed  to  conclude  that 
there  was  not  going  to  be  any  suspension  and 
quit  buying.  This  attitude  of  the  buyers  was 
produced  largely  by  newspaper  interpretations 
of  the  action  of  the  mine  workers.  The  papers 
quoted  leading  coal  men  as  saying  that  mines 
would  be  opened  and  most  of  these  men  claim 
that  they  were  never  interviewed,  while  others 
claim  that  they  were  not  quoted  correctly. 

The  demand  for  lump  coal  has  fallen  off  a  great 
deal  and  it  is,  in  fact,  very  hard  to  move  it  at 
prices  from  five  to  ten  cents  per  ton  less  than 
it  would  bring  last  week.  Though  the  produc¬ 
tion  has  fallen  off  some,  yet  a  great  deal  of  coal 
is  still  coming  in — in  fact,  a  good  deal  more  than 
normal.  Screenings  are  still  bringing  good  prices 
and  the  demand  for  nut  and  pea  is  exceptionally 
good.  The  market  is  almost  bare  of  fine  coal 
and  as  soon  as  any  is  offered  it  is  snapped  up 
immediately.  The  fine  coal  market  is  getting  so 
that  if  you  want  to  buy  any  screenings  you  have 
to  take  several  cars  of  lump. 

Carterville  coal  seems  to  be  in  better  demand 
than  for  some  time  and  while  prices  obtainable 
are  not  all  that  could  be  desired  it  is  selling 
quite  freely. 

So  far  very  little  has  been  done  in  the  way 
of  rounding  up  next  year’s  contract  business. 

This  year  has  been  disappointing  to  the  coal 
men  in  this  territory.  With  the  exception  of 
September  and  October  coal  has  been  selling 
at  mid-summer  prices  throughout  the  winter. 
Again  and  again  things  have  looked  like  they 
were  going  to  be  fine  and  prices  have  begun  to 
boom  a  little,  when  all  of  a  sudden  the  bottom 
would  drop  entirely  out  of  the  market  and  one 
could  hardly  give  coal  away.  The  coal  men 
have  just  had  their  hopes  dashed  for  about  the 
tenth  time  this  year,  as  the  market  went  to 
pieces  this  week  when  everyone  expected  a 
strong  and  rising  market  for  the  rest  of  this 
month.  It  looks  as  if  the  coal  man  has  had 
his  last  hope  for  this  year  and  no  one  can  see 
anything  ahead  but  a  long  tough  summer. 

The  railroads  have  all  gone  back  to  their 
minimum  contract  requirements  and  every  buyer 
seems  satisfied  with  the  stocks  of  coal  already 
on  hand,  consequently  the  market  is  dead. 

Current  prices  are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — Six-inch  lump,  $1.72;  6-inch  egg, 
$1.47;  2-inch  lump,  $1.52;  mine-run,  $1.42; 
2-inch  nut,  $1.42;  nut  and  pea,  $1.32;  2-inch 
screenings,  $1.07 ;  J^-inch  slack,  87  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.52 ;  3-inch  nut,  $1.52. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.77. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.37;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.77. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch  lump 
and  egg,  $2.12;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97;  2-inch  nut, 
$1.92 ;  mine-run,  $1.77 ;  2-inch  screenings,  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

C.  R.  Wilson  of  Omaha  was  in  town  last 
week. 

H.  Dale,  general  manager  of  the  St.  Louis 
Carterville  Coal  Company,  was  in  town  today 
visiting  the  company’s  St.  Louis  office. 

The  operators  of  Districts  No.  5  and  9  held  £ 
meeting  yesterlay  at  the  city  hall  at  East  St. 
Louis  to  talk  over  the  situation.  They  decided 
to  hold  another  meeting  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  on 
March  27. 

L.  A.  Barnard  of  Chicago  was  in  town  last 
week  visiting  the  Carterville  Mining  Company 
and  the  Bessemer  Washed  Coal  Company,  whose 
product  is  handled  by  him  in  the  Chicago 
market. 

The  Order  Kokoal  is  going  to  hold  a  koruska- 
tion  next  Friday  night  at  Doric  Hall  in  the 
Masonic  Temple.  Fourteen  members  are  going 
to  be  initiated.  This  is  the  sixth*  koruskation 
for  the  St.  Louis  Kokoals  in  five  months. 


22 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[March  28 


Minneapolis  Trade. 

Dock  Companies  Name  New  Prices  But 
the  Buying  As  Yet.  Is 
Light. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March  26. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — March  is  likely  to  go  out  without 
very  much  activity  in  the  northwest  coal  busi¬ 
ness.  Even  the  inquiries  concerning  strike  condi¬ 
tions,  which  were  evident  last  week,  have  almost 
completely  subsided  and  it  is  only  occasionally 
now  that  a  steam  plant  is  in  the  market  for  coal. 
Evidently  the  bearish  rumors  which  have  eman¬ 
ated  from  some  of  the  Illinois  operating  com¬ 
panies  as  to  the  possibility  of  a  strike  have  been 
given  rather  wide  circulation,  for  the  general  im¬ 
pression  seems  to  be  among  steam  buyers  that 
if  there  is  a  suspension  it  will  not  be  of  long 
duration.  The  excited  demand  for  screenings, 
which  characterized  the  market  last  week,  has 
also  quieted  down  to  a  considerable  extent. 

There  is  a  rumor  today  which  seems  to  have 
considerable  foundation,  that  the  new  dock  prices 
have  been  decided  upon  for  bituminous  coal,  and 
that  they  will  be  those  now  in  effect,  namely, 
$3.50  Duluth  and  Superior  for  Youghiogheny  and 
Hocking  lump  and  $3.15  for  dock-run  in  these 
grades.  Tt  is  understood  that  circulars  covering 
these  prices  will  be  issued  within  a  few  days  by 
the  leading  dock  shipping  companies.  This  is 
considered  as  more  encouraging  regarding  the 
outlook  for  a  suspension  in  the  eastern  soft  coal 
fields.  If  operators  in  those  districts  were  not 
planning  on  a  suspension  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  they  would  doubtless  make  a  lower 
price  to  move  coal  now  on  the  docks,  in  order 
to  clean  up  surplus  stocks.  March  business  in 
soft  coal  shipped  from  Duluth  and  Superior  was 
light,  no  doubt  due  to  the  lack  of  demand  from 
the  rail  lines,  northwestern  roads  having  had  a 
very  light  freight  and  passenger  traffic.  The 
weather  has  been  severer  than  in  February,  ‘call¬ 
ing  for  more  coal  for  domestic  consumption,  but 
retailers’  stocks  were  heavy,  and  as  many  of  the 
line-yard  companies  take  account  of  stock  April 
1,  due  to  the  visit  of  the  assessor  shortly  after 
that  date,  they  have  not  taken  in  any  more  coal 
than  they  absolutely  required. 

In  the  anthracite  trade,  some  activity  is  noted 
in  orders  placed  for  delivery  after  April  1,  to 
take  advantage  of  the  discount  in  effect  next 
month.  There  is  every  prospect  that  the  volume 
of  tonnage  to  be  moved  will  be  fully  as  large  as 
a  year  ago. 

In  Illinois  soft  coals,  Franklin  county  is  not 
active  but  is  fairly  firm  at  $1.40  to  $1.60  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine.  Carterville  domestic  grades  continue 
to  be  offered  freely  at  $1.25  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  with  many  of  the  producing  companies  mak¬ 
ing  a  surplus  of  the  larger  sizes  due  to  the  active 
demand  for  screenings  south  of  here.  Peoria 
coal  continues  firm  at  $1.60  to  $1.75  for  the  do¬ 
mestic  sizes,  with  run-of-mine  for  steam  plants 
held  at  $1.25  to  $1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

The  city  of  Minneapolis  decided  to  throw  out 
all  bids  for  coal  and  therefore  the  contract  was 
not  awarded  at  the  meeting  Tuesday.  New  bids 
will  be  asked  for  within  a  short  time.  These  will 
be  on  the  B.  T.  U.  basis. 

C.  M.  Morse,  of  the  Western  Elevator  Com¬ 
pany,  Winona,  Minn.,  was  in  Minneapolis  the 
latter  part  of  the  week. 


Denver  Market. 

Denver,  Colo.,  March  26.  — •  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— The  week  has  seen  less  coal  sold 
in  Denver,  either  for  steam  or  domestic  purposes, 
than  for  many  a  day.  The  dealers  are  complain¬ 
ing  that  they  are  not  doing  as  much  business  as 
during  last  summer.  And  it  surely  is  a  fact  that 
operators  have  been  doing  less  business  than  at 
any  time  during  the  last  three  years. 

The  Colorado  operators  have  asked  the  Colo¬ 
rado  &  Southern  and  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railways  to  make  storage  rates  during  April,  May, 
June  and  July,  with  very  little  prospect  of  their 
being  granted.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  stor¬ 
age  rates  would  mean  that  much  more  coal  would 
be  moved  with  them  than  will  be  if  they  are  not 
put  in.  Regardless  of  whether  or  not  the  rates 
are  granted,  the  wise  dealers  will  store  this  year 
because  with  the  general  clean-up  of  coal  bins 


and  storage  piles  that  is  going  on,  when  the  Colo¬ 
rado  coal  business  commences  to  pick  up,  it  is 
going  to  pick  up  fast  and  prices  will  undoubtedly 
advance  rapidly. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  Sunnyside  Coal  Company  now  has  a  man 
travelling  in  Nebraska  and  one  in  Texas  and 
Kansas. 

Park  L.  Bryan,  of  The  Green  Canon  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  is  visiting  dealers  in  Kansas  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  his  company. 

Ed  McGowan,  general  manager  of  The  Cedar 
Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  has  returned  from 
a  trip  to  Indian  Territory. 

S.  R.  Slocum,  general  sales  agent  of  The  Prim¬ 
rose  Coal  Company,  has  returned  from  a  six 
weeks’  trip  to  Kansas,  Texas  and  Nebraska. 

Wm.  Huff,  vice  president  and  general  sales 
agent  of  The  Victor  Fuel  Company,  has  returned 
from  a  visit  to  Kansas  City,  Chicago  and  other 
eastern  points. 

On  the  18th  the  Standard  mine  at  Lafayette 
had  a  gas  explosion,  killing  one  man  and  ser¬ 
iously  injuring  two  others.  The  mine  was  only 
slightly  damaged.  Carelessness  on  the  part  of  a 
miner,  who  went  into  the  room  with  a  naked 
lamp,  was  the  cause. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Northern  Colo¬ 
rado  unions  to  attend  the  convention  at  Indian¬ 
apolis  has  returned  and  will  hold  a  meeting  in 
Denver  today.  Within  a  few  days  it  will  make 
known  its  wants,  after  which  the  members  will 
trv.  to  arrange  a  meeting  with  the  operators,  at 
which  time,  if  the  miners  are  sensible  and  do  not 
bring  up  any  ideas  from  last  year’s  scale,  it  is 
very  probable  that  the  largest  operators  will’sign. 

Cokedale,  the  model  camp  of  The  American 
Smelting  &  Refining  Company,  which  is  located 
about  twelve  miles  west  of  Trinidad,  is  now 
connected  with  that  thriving  city,  by  an  electric 
car  line.  Sunday  the  camp  was  filled  with  visi¬ 
tors.  The  ride  is  very  picturesque  and  the  camp 
attractive.  All  of  the  houses  are  biult  from  cem¬ 
ent  blocks  and  roughed  over  with  cement.  They 
have  electric  lights  and  bath  rooms.  All  of  the 
buildings  in  the  camp,  with  the  exception  of  the 
washer  and  engine  house,  are  cement.  All  of  the 
coal  produced  is  converted  to  coke  and  shipped 
to  the  various  smellers  of  the  company. 

E.  H.  Weitzel,  manager  of  The  Colorado  Fuel 
&  Iron  Company,,  at  Trinidad,  has  denied  that  his 
company  was  going  to  abandon  the  Sopus  mine, 
the  washery  of  which  was  burnt  about  two  weeks 
ago.  He  says  that  the  company  owns  all  the 
land  from  Sopus  to  the  New  Mexico  line  and 
so  far  had  barely  taken  out  a  spoon  full  of  coal 
from  the  tract.  He  said  that  within  a  short  time 
a  new  $100,000  washery  would  be  constructed  on 
the  property  and  that  the  mine,  coke  ovens,  etc., 
would  then  be  operated  on  a  larger  scale  than 
ever.  The  C.,  F.  &  I.  Company  is  now  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  ovens  at  Seeundo  for  its  entire  sup¬ 
ply  of  coke,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  ca¬ 
lamity  visits  them  as  has  been  the  case  at  the 
El  Moro  and  Sopus  camps. 


Bluefield  Notes. 


Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  March  26. — A  very  recent 
decision  handed  down  by  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  has  caused  considerable 
comment  in  this  section.  Several  months  ago 
the  Clinch  Valley  operators  appeared  before 
that  body  in  a  preliminary  hearing  at  Roanoke 
and  contended  that  the  rates  on  coal  from  the 
Clinch  Valley  field  to  eastern  and  southern 
points  routed  via  Bluefield  should  be  no  more 
than  the  published  rates  from  the  Pocahontas 
and  Tug  River  fields,  the  Clinch  Valley  people 
claiming  in  several  instances  of  hauls  of  even 
shorter  distance  than  several  operations  in 
the  Pocahontas  field. 

After  considerable  evidence  was  taken  the 
matter  was  finally  taken  to  Washington.  With¬ 
in  the  week  a  decision  was  arrived  at  whereby 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  has  been  or¬ 
dered  to  put  all  coal  from  the  Clinch  Valley 
'field  on  the  same  basis  as  coal  from  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  Tug  River  districts.  Heretofore 
the  Clinch  Valley  people  have  been  working 
on  a  ten  cents  higher  freight  rate  east  and 
south.  The  decision  further  says  that  there 


will  be  no  claims  allowed  or  sanctioned  on 
any  business  or  tonnage  shipped  under  the 
old  rates.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  at  this 
writing  no  time  has  been  set  for  the  new  rates 
to  go  into  effect,  but  it  is  generally  conceded 
that  as  near  after  April  as  possible  will  see 
the  new  tariff  in  effect.  While  as  a  matter  of 
fact  there  is  no  question  that,  so  far  as  actual 
mileage  is  concerned,  the  shippers  in  the 
Clinch  Valley  field  are  justified  in  taking  the 
action  they  did  in  the  matter,  but  it  is  also 
conceded  by  every  one  that  on  account  of  the 
very  heavy  cost  of  operating  this  division  the 
railroad  even  under  the  present  conditions  in¬ 
sists  that  it  is  not  paying  expenses.  Whether 
or  not  this  decision  will  have  the  effect  of 
further  reduction  in  net  earnings  or  whether 
the  railroad  will  further  curtail  its  trains  on 
this  division  is  only  problematical. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  coal  passing 
over  the  Bluefield  scale  from  the  various  fields 
during  February: 


To  Market 


Pocahontas  region  . 377,321 

Tugs  River  .  57,409 

Thacker  . 110,314 

Kenova  .  34,095 

Clinch  Valley  .  26,301 


Company  Use 
99,936 
1,323 
30,659 
5,962 
2,121 


Total . 605,440  139,101 

Grand  total . 744,541  tons 


Personal  Mention. 

Wm.  Shands,  general  manager  of  the  South¬ 
ern  West  Virginia  Fuel  Company,  has  been 
confined  to  his  home  all  week  on  account  of 
very  serious  illness. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
railroad  has  advertised  for  sale  at  Norfolk  a 
lot  of  coal  standing  there  consigned  to  Jewett, 
Bigelow  &  Brooks. 

C.  J.  Mac  Rea  of  Norfolk  is  in  New  York  on 
business. 


Mine  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  report  of  P.  W.  Boyle,  of  Kingston,  in¬ 
spector  of  the  eighth  anthracite  district,  is  now 
complete,  and  as  in  other  districts,  shows  a  large 
increase  in  the  production,  the  total  increase 
amounting  to  nearly  700,000  tons. 

The  summary  of  statistics  for  this  district  shows 


the  following: 

Collieries  .  16 

Mines  .  27 

Mines  in  operation .  27 

Tons  shipped  to  market . 3,648,099 

Tons  used  at  mines .  388,236 

Tons  sold  to  local  trade .  108,986 

Total  production  . 4,145,321 

Persons  employed  inside . 6,692 

Persons  employed  outside .  2,357 

Fatal  accidents  inside .  33 

Fatal  accidents  outside .  4 

Non-fatal  accidents  inside . 122 

Non-fatal  accidents  outside...... .  15 

Production  per  fatal  accident  inside .  125,616 

Persons  employed  per  fatal  accident  inside .  203 

Employes  per  fatal  accident  outside .  589 

Employes  per  non-fatal  accident  inside .  55 

Employes  per  non-fatal  accidents  outside .  157 

Wives  made  widows .  17 

Children  orphaned  .  43 

The  production  by  companies  in  this  district 
was  as  follows : 

Kingston  Coal  Co . 1,372,646 

Temple  Iron  Co .  940,810 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co .  885,773 

Clear  Spring  Coal  Co .  273,216 

Stevens  Coal  Co .  167,928 

People’s  Bank  of  Wilkesbarre,  receiver .  159,764 

Raub  Coal  Co .  115,065 

East  Boston  Coal  Co .  111,471 

D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  80,207 

Troy  Coal  Co .  30,948 

Dunn  Coal  Co .  7,493 


Total  . 4,145,321 


Some  coal  operators  contend  that  there  can  be 
no  marked  improvement  in  manufacturing 
throughout  the  east  until  the  railroads  com¬ 
mence  buying  equipment  again.  And  until  traffic 
picks  up,  they  argue,  the  roads  will  not  place  any 
new  orders.  Some  improvement  is  anticipated 
as  soon  as  the  New  York  Central  commences  to 
buy  with  the  $30,000,000  just  arranged  for  for 
equipment  purchases.  This  week  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  Lehigh  &  New  England  road 
had  placed  the  biggest  equipment  order  heard  of 
in  some  months,  viz. :  $1,500,000  for  equipment. 
Most  of  this  sum  will  be  expended  for  rolling 
stock,  included  in  the  order  being  250  steel  coal 
cars.  This  road  is  a  subsidiary  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  &  Navigation  Company. 
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Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  March  26. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  condition  of  the  steam  coal 
market  in  this  city  remains  unchanged  from  last 
week.  Prices  are  no  better  and  very  little  coal 
is  changing  hands.  As  the  contracts  expire  there 
are  some  users  who  begin  to  make  inquiries,  but 
the  number  which  have  been  signed  up  are  not 
as  numerous  as  they  were  a  year  ago  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  There  is  considerable  coal 
on  track — more  than  there  was  a  week  ago,  and 
it  is  pretty  evenly  divided  between  mine-run, 
three-quarters  and  fine  coal.  Though  the  Hock¬ 
ing  circular  for  April  has  not  yet  appeared,  it  is 
believed  that  there  will  be  a  slight  drop  from 
$1.50,  which  is  the  present  figure.  It  is  a  long 
time  since  the  full  circular  price  has  been  received 
for  domestic  lump  of  the  Hocking  variety. 

There  is  practically  no  demand  for  fine  coal, 
for  the  factories  appear  to  be  well  stocked  up 
and  very  few  of  them  are  running  full  time.  The 
American  Car  &  Foundry  Company,  which  opened 
up  the  first  of  the  year,  has  shut  down  again 
for  lack  of  orders.  In  fact,  everybody  is  lying 
low,  waiting  to  see  what  will  happen  on  April  1. 
There  is  a  deep-seated  conviction  here  that  there 
will  be  a. very  brief  season  of  inactivity  at  the 
mines  and  that  the  Indiana  mines,  owing  to  the 
present  attitude  of  the  Dering  and  Vandalia 
Coal  Companies,  both  of  which  have  large  con¬ 
tracts  on  their  hands,  which  they  cannot  well  af¬ 
ford  to  neglect.  It  is,  therefore,  thought  the  In¬ 
diana  mines  will  continue  right  on  at  the  old 
scale,  and  that  the  Pennsylvania  operators  will 
follow  suit.  If  this  happens,  it  would  seem  that 
the  backbone  of  the  cessation  movement  would  be 
badly  fractured. 

As  for  the  domestic  trade,  it  goes  without  say¬ 
ing  that  the  spring  weather  has  resulted  in  the 
usual  spring  dullness.  Though  at  this  writing, 
the  temperature  is  low,  that  fact  does  not  appear 
to  have  helped  trade  any.  The  retail  business 
is  at  a  low  ebb  and  what  orders  there  are  are 
small  ones.  Very  little  coal  will  be  carried  over, 
although  there  is  considerable  stove  size  anthra¬ 
cite  in  the  yards  at  present. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

T.  Boone  Brown,  of  the  Cannelton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Toledo,  was  in  this  city  last  week. 

A.  B.  Lincoln,  formerly  with  Jules  Hoffman, 
private  shipper,  has  been  chosen  to  represent  the 
Thacker  Coal  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  which  has 
established  a  branch  office  in  this  city. 

Detroit  shippers  have  been  handed  a  new  agree¬ 
ment,  which  the  Michigan  Car  Demurrage  Bu¬ 
reau  asks  them  to  sign  in  place  of  the  present 
contract.  Many  of  them  are  dissatisfied  with 
some  of  the  provisions.  One  especially  obnoxious 
is  that  a  claim  for  credit,  in  order  to  be  con¬ 
sidered,  must  be  made  within  five  days  after  the 
first  day  of  the  month.  Another  clause  in  the 
agreement  to  which  there  is  objection  is  that 
credits  cannot  be  carried  over  from  one  month 
to  another.  It  often  happens  that,  in  a  rush 
month,  a  shipper  is  delayed  in  unloading  of  cars 
which  pile  upon  the  sidings.  Against  these 
charges  he  cannot  offset  credits  gained  in  a  light 
month.  However,  there  is  considerable  rejoicing 
over  the  fact  that  all  the  railroads  doing  busi¬ 
ness  at  this  point  have  conceded  the  free  re- 
consignment  of  coal  and  that  three  days  leeway 
is  given  before  demurrage  charges  start  in. 

George  W.  Sweeney,  one  of  the  most  popular 
coal  men  of  Detroit,  and  local  representative  of 
the  United  States  Coal  Company,  had  a  very 
narrow  escape  with  his  life  last  Monday  after¬ 
noon.  He  was  one  of  the  passengers  on  the  De¬ 
troit,  Ypsilanti,  Ann  Arbor  &  Jackson  interurban 
electric  line,  which,  when  just  within  the  city 
limits  and  going  at  a  mile  a  minute  rate,  jumped 
the  track,  crashed  into  a  brick  store  and  was 
overturned.  Thirty-eight  persons  were  injured, 
some  fatally.  Mr.  Sweeney  was  fortunate  enough 
to  escape  with  a  few  bruises,  though  the  acci¬ 
dent  greatly  shattered  his  nerves.  Six  years  ago 
last  Thanksgiving  eve,  Mr.  Sweeney  was  in  a 
car  on  a  steam  road  at  Seneca,  Mich.,  which  was 
in  a  head-on  collision.  The  other  thirty-nine  oc¬ 
cupants  of  the  car  were  killed  outright.  This 
makes,  in  fact,  the  third  wreck  that  Mr.  Sweeney 
has  been  in. 


Crisis  in  Labor  Affairs. 


The  outcome  of  negotiations  between  miners 
and  operators  is  still  in  doubt,  with  many  ele¬ 
ments  which  make  for  delay  in  opening  the  mines 
after  April  1. 

One  thing  is  now  definitely  assured.  The  old 
contract  expires  by  limitation  next  Tuesday  at 
midnight.  The  mines  in  western  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  will  not  open  on 
Wednesday  morning. 

How  long  they  will  remain  closed  must  depend 
upon  developments.  It  does  not  seem  possible 
to  do  the  necessary  things  and  get  these  mines 
started  inside  of  ten  days.  Some  elements  are 
now  at  work  which  may  force  things  to  a  focus 
very  quickly.  The  United  States  Steel  Corpora¬ 
tion  has  a  long  time  contract  with  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company.  Two  years  ago  this  caused 
Francis  L.  Robbins  to  break  away  from  the  other 
operators  and  agree  at  once  with  the  miners. 
Within  the  week  word  came  from  Pittsburgh 
that  the  Steel  Corporation  is  again  bringing  pres¬ 
sure  to  bear  upon  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 
to  keep  its  mines  open  and  a  supply  of  coal  flow¬ 
ing  steadily  to  the  mills.  Within  the  week  also 
reports  have  come  from  Indiana  that  operators 
there  having  contracts .  with  railroads  are  ready 
to  sign  up  with  the  miners  in  order  to  fulfill 
these  commitments.  Operators  in  Indiana  ex¬ 
press  a  willingness  to  come  to  terms  with  miners 
at  once,  if  conditions  are  right,  and  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Operators  voted  to  accept  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  miners  to  meet  them  on  Monday  at  Terre 
Haute  to  talk  terms.  Several  mines  in  southern 
Illinois  have  announced  that  they  will  continue 
to  run,  no  matter  what  action  the  association  of 
the  state  takes.  The  joint  wage  committee  for 
Illinois,  meanwhile,  has  assembled  to  continue 
discussion  of  wages  and  conditions,  and  will  re¬ 
port  to  a  join  meeting  of  miners  and  operators 
on  April  3  at  Peoria.  This  conference  will  be 
significant,  as  Illinois  is  about  the  only  state 
demanding  a  change  in  conditions  with  its 
miners. 

Ohio  has  made  no  definite  move  nor  are 
the  operators  committed  to  any  exact  policy. 
In  a  general  way  only  it  is  declared  Ohio  is  ready 
to  sign  up  with  the  miners  after  a  short  sus¬ 
pension. 

The  crux  of  the  whole  situation  is  this :  No 
vital  differences  have  separated  or  do  now  divide 
any  operators  and  miners.  The  Mine  Workers 
change  officers  on  April  1  and  most  operators 
have  desired  to  wait  and  come  to  terms  with  the 
new  officers.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  situation 
the  labor  situation  could  have  been  cleared  up 
long  ago. 


Strike  in  the  Southwest. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  March  27. —  ( Special  Tele¬ 
gram.) — The  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
for  the  Southwestern  field  have  decided  to  go 
on  a  strike  next  Tuesday  at  midnight.  This  will 
embrace  the  miners  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Texas, 
Kansas  and  Oklahoma. 

When  the  U.  M.  W.  A.  convention  at  Indian¬ 
apolis  was  in  session  last  week  provision  was 
made  that  the  mine  workers  in  the  Southwestern 
field  could  proceed  to  negotiate  with  the  oper¬ 
ators.  It  was  hardly  considered  possible  then 
that  the  miners  and  operators  in  that  field  would 
fail  to  agree.  The  officials  of  the  Mine  Workers 
rather  counted  upon  the  production  from  this 
field  to  threaten  the  market  of  the  states  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  and  thus 
force  the  operators  in  the  latter  states  to  come 
quickly  to  an  agreement  with  their  men. 

The  Southwestern  miners  surprised  all  con¬ 
cerned  by  making  demands  which  the  operators 
would  not  grant.  The  situation  developed  very 
quickly  and  now  the  entire  field  will  be  shut  down 
Tuesday  at  midnight.  Just  what  influence  this 
will  have  upon  the  operators  further  east  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen.  Two  courses  are  possible. 
Eastern  mine  operators  may  desire  to  ship  coal 
into  the  strike  zone  and  hence  may  want  to  keep 
their  mines  open.  Again  they  may  see  the  pos¬ 
sible  invasion  of  their  own  market  limited  and 
decide  to  close  down  the  mines  until  prices  stiffen. 
The  future  action  will  depend  upon  where  lies 
the  greatest  personal  benefit. 


Early  Settlement  Assured. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  March  26. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — -The  wage  settlement  and  joint 
agreement  situation  excites  keen  interest  here  as 
April  draws  near.  There  is  a  certain  popular 
sentiment  among  the  coal  trade  that  a  period  of 
idleness  is  the  kind  of  heroic  treatment  that  is 
most  needed  by  the  present  debilitated  market, 
and  that  this  is  what  is  going  to  happen,  in  spite 
of  talk  to  the  contrary. 

It  may  be  set  down  as  almost  an  assured  fact, 
according  to  those  who  are  in  closest  touch  with 
the  situation,  that  there  will  be  no  suspension, 
except  possibly  a  few  days  necessary  to  get  the 
new  scale  in  running  order.  The  feeling  among 
a  majority  of  the  operators,  throughout  the  com¬ 
petitive  field,  is  said  to  be  against  closing  the 
mines.  This  is  claimed  to  be  true  even  with 
some  of  the  large  Illinois  producers,  in  which 
state  those  holding  opposing  opinions  are  con¬ 
ceded  to  be  the  strongest. 

Secretary  Bent,  of  the  Illinois  Operators’  As¬ 
sociation,  is  quoted  as  saying  at  Indianapolis  last 
week  that  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  de¬ 
sired  a  suspension,  because  they  had  some  3,000,- 
000  tons  of  surplus  coal.  A  very  emphatic  denial 
is  entered  by  representatives  of  the  two  states 
named.  Idleness  is  to  be  avoided  because  of 
West  Virginia  competition,  which  would  not  only 
scoop  the  business  for  this  season  but  would  be 
hard  to  dislodge  after  gaining  a  foothold.  The 
statement  as  to  the  amount  of  tonnage  left  over 
from  last  season  is  also  claimed  to  be  an  exag¬ 
geration,  and  the  figures  might  in  justice  be  cut 
in  two.  The  dealers  of  the  northwest  stocked 
up  heavily  last  fall  and  are  carrying  much  of 
the  coal  that,  according  to  supposition,  is  still  on 
the  docks. 

Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  make  the  coun¬ 
ter  charge  that  Illinois  has  a  strong  self-interest 
in  seeing  a  suspension  and  is  using  the  question 
of  its  own  local  grievances  and  the  alleged  atti¬ 
tude  of  other  states  as  a  blind.  It  is  known  that, 
on  the  representation  that  there  was  to  be  a  sus¬ 
pension,  certain  Illinois  operators  influenced  a 
vast  storage  business,  at  profitable  figures,  on  the 
part  of  railroads  and  other  big  steam  consumers. 
It  is  charged  that  they  now  seek  to  save  them¬ 
selves  future  discredit  in  the  eyes  of  these  cus¬ 
tomers  by  having  the  suspension  materialize. 


Agreement  Reached. 

New  York,  March  27. —  ( Special  Telegram.)  — 
At  a  joint  conference  of  the  operators  and  miners 
of  Central  Pennsylvania  soft  coal  field,  held  at 
Clearfield  yesterday,  the  present  wage  scale  was 
adopted  for  another  year.  The  meeting  was 
harmonious  and  no  friction  was  encountered  in 
reaching  the  agreement.  The  miners’  committee 
report  will  be  made  to  the  convention  of  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  2  now  in  session  at  Dubois  and  the 
agreement  will  likely  be  ratified  today.  Many 
of  the  mines  in  central  Pennsylvania  fields  are 
owned  by  New  York  and  Philadelphia  interests. 
Local  operators  are  of  the  opinion  the  prices 
will  have  to  stiffen  if  the  present  wage  schedule 
is  maintained. 


Accepts  Invitation. 

Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  March  26. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  Indiana  operators,  in  session 
here  yesterday,  agreed  to  meet  the  Indiana  mine 
workers  in  joint  conference  on  next  Monday  at 
10  o’clock  at  Terre  Haute.  The  operators  have 
decided  upon  no  schedule  of  demands  to  be  made 
upon  the  miners,  merely  accepting  the  invitation 
of  the  miners  to  meet  them. 

The  operators  declare  they  are  ready  to  agree 
with  their  miners  at  any  time,  provided  the  terms 
are  right.  They  take  the  stand  that  they  will 
act  regardless  of  what  action  is  taken  or  likely 
to  be  taken  by  the  operators  of  other  states.  This 
statement  is  preliminary  and  may  be  modified 
when  the  joint  convention  assembles  or  upon  re¬ 
ceipt  of  news  from  other  states. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Situation  Is  Unimproved — 
Some  Bituminous  Contracs  Closed 
— Spot  Business  Slow. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  March  26. 

March  has  been  a  very  disappointing  month 
for  the  anthracite  trade.  With  the  exception 
of  the  first  few  days  of  the  month,  the  weather 
has  been  more  like  what  we  are  accustomed  to 
in  May.  As  the  anthracite  market  is  largely 
dependent  upon  the  weather  the  disastrous  wind¬ 
up  of  the  coal  year  was  to  be  expected. 

For  nearly  a  month  now  there  has  been  very 
little  buying  for  immediate  needs,  and  for  the 
past  two  weeks  practically  all  the  orders  that 
have  been  booked  by  the  companies  have  been 
for  coal  to  be  delivered  after  April  1.  The 
April  tonnage  booked  so  far  is  away  behind  the 
record  at  this  period  last  year,  which  indicates 
that  the  volume  of  business  to  be  done  this 
April  is  going  to  be  behind  that  done  last  April. 
That  April  deliveries  will  not  be  as  heavy  as 
in  former  years  is  due  to  several  causes.  The 
first  and  foremost  one  of  these  is  that  the 
winter  has  been  remarkably  mild,  so  that  a  heavy 
amount  of  coal  has  not  been  needed  for  domestic 
consumption,  and  householders  are  now  credited 
with  having  considerable  coal  in  their  cellars  and 
bins.  Another  factor  is  that  since  the  bank 
and  money  panic  the  dealers  are  not  able  to 
finance  heavy  purchases  of  coal. 

As  announced  last  week  the  former  April  re¬ 
duction  will  be  made  on  all  prepared  sizes,  and 
on  steam  sizes,  excepting  pea,  which  will  sell 
at  $3.20  to  $3.25  New  York  harbor  ports,  and 
$3.75  at  Buffalo.  As  stated  last  week,  the  de¬ 
mand  for  pea  from  the  West  has  grown  so 
enormous  that  in  face  of  the  shortage  of  this 
size  practically  the  entire  year  around,  the  com¬ 
panies  have  felt  that  it  would  have  to  be  in¬ 
creased  in  price,  so  as  to  sell  more  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  domestic  sizes.  This  advance, 
which  will  be  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  a  month, 
will  make  pea  $4.25  at  Buffalo  next  fall.  In 
many  of  the  western  states  pea  is  rapidly  taking 
the  place  of  chestnut  as  a  domestic  size,  and  it 
has  been  found  that  an  immense  tonnage  is  now 
being  used  by  farmers  and  small  steam  plants 
throughout  the  west.  In  the  steam  sizes  it  now 
looks  as  if  there  was  going  to  be  a  shortage 
of  No.  2  buckwheat,  as  most  of  the  companies 
are  already  contracted  for  their  production  and 
are  turning  down  orders.  No.  1  is  in  fair  de¬ 
mand  for  contract  purposes ;  and  some  of  the 
companies  are  entirely  out  of  the  market  for 
all  sizes  from  pea  down.  It  is  problematical  as 
to  what  will  be  the  situation  in  these  steam  sizes 
should  there  be  a  marked  improvement  in  busi¬ 
ness,  and  a  great  need  for  this  fuel.  Since  the 
mines  have  been  working  on  very  short  time, 
these  sizes  have  become  very  scarce,  so  that 
there  is  no  accumulation  of  them  at  any  point. 

While  some  of  the  companies  have  all  their 
collieries  shut  down  all  of  this  week,  and  with 
the  others  running  only  a  few  days,  it  is  learned 
that  the  washeries  in  the  anthracite  regions  are 
being  worked  on  full  time,  so  as  to  provide  a 
sufficient  amount  of  these  sizes.  The  Lehigh 
Valley  have  all  of  their  collieries  closed  down 
until  April  1.  The  Reading  and  Lehigh  & 
Wilkesbarre  companies  are  working  only  two 
days  a  week,  while  the  other  companies,  with 
the  exception  of  some  of  the  companies  in  the 
upper  fields,  are  working  on  short  time.  Thus, 
the  March  production  is  going  to  be  cut  short, 
it  being  predicted  that  it  will  show  a  very  ma¬ 
terial  reduction  over  the  production  of  March 
last  year,  when  5,235,000  tons  were  mined.  There 
is  already  some  loading  at  tide  for  delivery  at 
the  April  price,  but  boats  with  April  coal  will 
not  be  placed  until  the  night  of  March  31. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

There  is  very  little  change  to  be  noted  in  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade.  Operators  in 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals  are  making  con¬ 
tracts,  and  while  these  in  many  instances  call 
for  the  same  tonnage  as  last  season,  it  is  by  no 
means  sure  that  consumers  will  take  the  tonnage 
named.  It  depends  entirely  upon  business  con¬ 
ditions.  Many  contracts  are  still  hanging  fire, 


however,  and  among  these  are  noted  some  of  the 
large  public  utility  companies.  In  some  sections, 
some  improvement  in  production  is  noticed,  but 
in  most  of  the  regions  the  operator  who  is 
running  his  operation  on  half  time  is  congratu¬ 
lating  himself.  In  the  regions  which  ship  by 
lake,  considerable  coal  is  being  taken  out,  which 
is  being  shipped  to  lake  ports,  so  as  to  provide 
cargoes  for  vessels  in  waiting.  Shipments  to 
tide  are  light,  there  being  now  less  coal  at  New 
York  and  the  Southern  ports  than  at  any  time 
in  months.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  shippers 
are  not  sending  coal  forward  now  unless  they 
have  orders  for  it. 

The  New  England  situation  shows  very  little 
change  from  last  week.  Business  resumption  in 
this  territory  is  slow,  and  consumers  are  buying 
very  cautiously.  It  is  noticed  in  this  territory 
that  the  best  grades  are  in  demand,  and  sales¬ 
men  offering  inferior  coals  are  not  having  an 
easy  time  procuring  orders.  Standard  West 
Virginia  and  Maryland  coals  are  being  contracted 
for  freely,  and  well  known  Pennsylvania  grades 
are  also  popular.  West  Virginia  coals  are  being 
taken  at  the  contract  prices  which  were  noted 
several  weeks  ago,  while  Pennsylvania  coals  are 
being  contracted  for  all  the  way  from  90  cents 
to  $1.35  at  the  mines,  according  to  the  merit  of 
the  coal. 

In  the  far  east  no  new  orders  are  noted.  Most 
of  the  ports  are  open  now,  so  that  vessels  could 
deliver  cargoes  if  they  were  needed.  Along  the 
sound  trade  is  slightly  better,  with  the  higher 
grades  of  coals  in  fair  demand.  All  rail  trade 
is  very  quiet.  Cars  are  plentiful,  and  coal  is 
coming  forward  on  very  good  time. 

The  labor  outlook  is  still  attracting  attention, 
though  operators  are  now  inclined  to  believe 
that  there  will  be  very  trouble  after  April  1.  At 
Altoona  today  operators  in  the  Clearfield  regions 
are  meeting  to  discuss  the  wage  question,  but 
their  action  had  not  been  announced  up  to  a 
late  hour.  While  many  small  operators  favor  a 
reduction  in  wages,  it  is  believed  that  the  larger 
operators  will  favor  continuing  the  present  wage 
scale  for  another  year. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  very  quiet.  New 
business  is  very  scarce,  and  fortunately  no  de¬ 
murrage  coal  is  being  offered  to  break  prices 
On  Tuesday  there  were  only  about  800  cars  of 
soft  coal  at  Amboy,  which  is  some  400  or  500 
cars  short  of  the  daily  average.  Good  grades  of 
steam  coal  sell  all  the  way  from  $2.50  to  $2.85, 
with  some  well  known  grades  selling  at  $3.00 
to  $3.25. 

The  vessel  situation  is  about  as  last  reported. 
There  are  more  boats  being  offered  than  there 
are  cargoes,  hence  shippers  are  able  to  obtain 
important  concessions.  Fortunately  for  vessel 
owners,  the  weather  has  been  favorable  for 
shipping,  so  that  schedules  have  been  made 
promptly.  From  the  lower  ports  to  Boston  60 
to  70  cents  is  the  prevailing  rate.  Philadelphia 
rate  is  about  the  same,  while  from  Baltimore 
10  cents  more  is  added.  From  New  York  to 
Boston,  around  the  cape,  60  to  70  cents ;  to 
Providence  and  New  Bedford,  50  to  60  cents ; 
to  New  Haven,  40  cents. 


May  Increase  Capital. 

It  is  understood  that  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
&  Navigation  Company  it  was  agreed  to  rec¬ 
ommend  to  the  board  an  allotment  of  10  per 
cent  of  stock  at  par  to  stockholders  at  the 
next  dividend  period. 

The  amount  of  stock  to  be  issued  is  $1,730,- 
500,  and  it  is  understood  that  proceeds  will  be 
used  to  pay  fo.r  improvements  on  the  Lehigh 
&  Hudson,  the  Lehigh  Canal  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  amount  of  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation 
stock  outstanding  is  $17,378,500.  Since  1905 
the  dividends  have  been  at  the  rate  of  8  per 
cent  per  annum.  The  surplus  in  present  years 
has  ranged  from  $297,843  to  $966,921,  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  capital  stock 
was  increased  10  per  cent  in  1902  and  10  per 
cent  in  1904.  The  total  stock  outstanding  has 
always  been  considered  small  and  the  stock¬ 
holders  have  always  been  ready  to  take  any 
new  issue.  . 


Hudson  River  navigation  was  opened  up  on 
Wednesday,  when  the  steamers  running  between 
New  York  and  Troy  began  their  regular  schedule. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  March  26. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— Conditions  of  inactivity  in  the  anthracite  mar¬ 
ket,  reported  last  week,  continue.  The  sales 
agents  are  booking  orders  for  April  delivery, 
everybody,  apparently,  getting  in  early  with  their 
requisitions,  in  the  hope  of  receiving  stocks  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  month  of  discount.  There  is  some 
indication  that  when  the  new  circular  appears, 
there  will  be  found  an  innovation  in  the  price 
of  pea  coal,  the  general  belief  being  that  the 
recent  twenty-five  cent  per  ton  advance  will  be 
maintained  in  the  ratio  of  the  usual  spring  reduc¬ 
tion.  That  is,  the  April  price  will  be  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton  more  than  last  April.  This  is  due 
to  the  scarcity  of  this  size  which  has  grown  in 
popular  favor  during  the  last  year  or  two,  mak¬ 
ing  it  practically  a  domestic  size.  A  local  dealer 
says  that  when  the  new  circular  is  issued  the 
price  of  pea  coal  will  be  found  to  start  the  sea¬ 
son  on  the  same  basis  as  the  closing  price  for 
the  present  season,  the  figure  being  $4.25,  with 
the  regular  discounts  during  the  season. 

Loading  of  boats  is  proceeding  quite  actively 
at  the  Lackawanna  docks,  several  cargoes  hav¬ 
ing  already  been  put  into  hull.  Evidently  the  coal 
carriers  intend  to  get  away  as  early  as  possible, 
no  matter  what  the  grain  carriers  may  do.  Last 
season  there  was  a  very  heavy  shipment  of  coal 
in  April,  but  the  demand  at  upper  lake  ports  is 
not  so  imperative  as  last  Spring. 

Some  orders  for  steam  sizes  are  coming  in, 
but  the  demand  is  not  heavy.  There  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  pronounced  movement  until  next  month. 
For  the  purpose  of  comparison  later,  some  figures 
relative  to  Buffalo’s  coal  trade  may  not  be  out 
of  place  at  the  practical  opening  of  a  new  sea¬ 
son.  The  anthracite  and  bituminous  trade  of  this 
citv  for  the  past  three  years  is  shown  by  the 
following : 

Shipments  by  lake —  1905  1906  1907 

Anthracite,  net  tons . 2,785,362  2,681,808  3,449,695 

Bituminous,  net  tons .  6,674  5,478  2,815 

Receipts  by  rail —  1905  1906  1907 

Anthracite,  net  tons . 5,883,478  5,826,221  6,304,829 

Bituminous,  net  tons . 5,033,447  5,780,860  5,189,235 

The  average  daily  lake  freight  rates,  Buffalo 
to  Chicago,  for  the  past  five  years,  have  run  from 
forty-eight  cents  in  1903  to  forty  cents  in  1908. 
Duluth  rates  for  the  same  period  ranged  from 
thirty-eight  cents  per  ton  in  1903  to  thirty-one 
cents  in  1907. 

Buffalo’s  average  shipping  capacity  by  lake  is 
about  21,500  tons,  distributed  as  follows :  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  2,500;  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  West¬ 
ern,  3,000;  Lehigh,  two  docks,  6,000;  Erie,  3,000; 
Reading,  7,000.  The  average  capacity  of  the 
pockets  is  something  like  14,000  tons  more.  Out¬ 
side  the  city  limits  at  Cheektowaga  is  the  stock¬ 
ing  trestle  of  the  Lackawanna  with  a  capacity 
of  over  100,000  tons  storage.  At  the  same  place 
the  Lehigh  has  its  trestles  and  stocking  plant  of 
175,000  tons  storage  capacity,  with  a  shipping 
capacity  of  3,000  tons  daily.  At  the  same  point 
the  Erie  has  a  stocking  plant  with  average  daily 
capacity  of  1,000  tons  and  storage  capacity  for 
100,000  tons.  The  Reading  has  at  the  foot  of 
Georgia  street  in  the  city  a  large  trestle  and 
pocket  for  the  convenience  of  the  retail  trade  and 
in  connection  with  their  docks,  with  a  capacity 
of  2,000  tons.  The  Buffalo,'  Rochester  &  Pitts¬ 
burgh  has  terminals  fronting  on  the  Blackwell 
Canal,  with  a  water  frontage  of  1,100  feet,  also  a 
hoisting  plant  for  the  coaling  of  vessels. 

In  Bituminous  Field. 

Bituminous  operators  are  taking  a  more  opti¬ 
mistic  view  of  the  situation,  believing  that  the 
present  wage  scale  will  be  adopted,  and  that  the 
operation  of  the  mines  will  continue  after  April 
1.  There  are  no  changes  in  the  market  condi¬ 
tion  since  last  week.  Locally  the  fuelling  com¬ 
panies  are  getting  ready  for  the  spring  business. 
The  E.  L.  Hedstrom  fuel  lighter  has  been  placed 
in  commission,  the  first  to  get  up  steam  this  year. 

E.  T.  Roberts,  agent  for  the  E.  L.  Hedstrom 
Coal  Company  in  Buffalo,  was  in  East  Brady  this 
week,  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  of  the  soft 
coal  operators. 


Work  has  been  suspended  at  the  Dodson  col¬ 
liery  of  the  Plymouth  Coal  Company  for  the 
remainder  of  the  month,  in  order  that  needed 
repairs  can  be  made. 
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Philadelphia  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  March  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — March  is  winding  up  very  unsatis¬ 
factorily  for  the  anthracite  trade.  Retailers  have 
had  but  little  demand  for  coal,  owing  to  the 
mild  weather,  and  the  companies  have  been 
working  on  very  short  time  all  the  month. 
There  will  be  more  activity  as  soon  as  the  April 
circular  goes  into  effect,  but  the  number  of  orders 
being  booked  do  not  indicate  the  customary 
heavy  tonnage  for  April  delivery.  In  fact,  it 
looks  as  if  we  were  going  to  have  a  very  quiet 
season.  Real  protracted  cold  weather  would 
greatly  stimulate  retail  trade,  and  help  the 
wholesaler  also.  Contrary  to  expectations,  the 
Philadelphia  retailers  have  announced  the  usual 
spring  reduction  in  retail  prices,  effective  after 
April  1.  The  price  from  April  1  on  will  be  $6.50 
a  ton,  against  $7.00,  the  present  price. 

Soft  coal  operators  are  not  closing  up  con¬ 
tracts  as  promptly  as  in  former  seasons.  Many 
consumers  are  backward  about  signing  up. 
Pennsylvania  coals  are  selling  on  contracts  at  a 
range  of  from  $1.10  to  $1.30  or  $1.40  at  the 
mines  according  to  the  grade.  Some  inferior 
coals  are  sold  considerably  under  these  figures. 
Operations  are  not  working  much  more  than  half 
time,  and  there  is  considerable  discussion  as  to 
what  will  be  the  labor  situation  after  the  first. 
There  are  several  conferences  on  at  Pennsylvania 
points  this  week,  and  after  the  results  of  the 
conferences  are  announced  the  situation  may  be 
more  accurately  gauged. 


News  Briefs. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Westmoreland  Coal 
Company  will  be  held  at  its  offices,  224  South 
Third  street,  on  April  1,  when  an  election  will 
be  held  for  three  directors  to  serve  three  years. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  will 
soon  start  a  line  of  freight  boats  on  its  canal. 

John  S.  Emery  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  is 
having  built  at  Bath,  Maine,  a  single-deck  170- 
foot  four-masted  schooner,  capable  of  carrying 
1,250  tons  of  coal. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  will 
issue  between  $1,000,000  and  $2,000,000  new  stock, 
the  proceeds  of  which  will  be  used  to  acquire 
floating  equipment  for  the  canal  and  New  York 
harbor,  including  barges,  tugs,  etc.  It  also  pro¬ 
poses  to  improve  the  Lehigh  &  New  England 
railroad,  and.  provide  cars  for  the  equipment  of 
the  road  for  the  movement  of  coal  into  the  -terri¬ 
tory  served  by  the  Poughkeepsie  bridge  route, 
which,  with  connections,  covers  the  interior  of 
New  England.  The  company  expects  to  increase 
its  New  England  shipments  so  that  it  will  be 
able  to  send  500,000  tons  annually  over  the 
Lehigh  &  New  England  road.  The  balance  of 
the  money  will  be  expended  in  improving  the 
mine  equipment,  and  in  modernizing  the  ma¬ 
chinery  equipment  of  breakers. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  March  26. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— With  mild  weather  prevailing  practically  the 
entire  month,  the  consumption  of  anthracite  has 
been  very  much  restricted  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land,  and  hence  only  a  small  tonnage  has  been 
moved  from  the  companies’  hands.  Some  report 
a  fair  number  of  orders  for  April  delivery,  while 
coal  will  sell  at  fifty  cents  under  the  winter 
circular,  but  the  tonnage  booked  up  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  is  considerably  behind  what  it  has  been  in 
former  years.  The  trade  is,  therefore,  looking' 
for  a  quiet  season.  There  will,  of  course,  be  a 
large  tonnage  brought  forward  during  next 
month,  but  the  market  will  not  have  that  snap 
and  activity  that  is  customary  at  this  season 
unless  April  should  prove  to  be  very  cool.  While 
no  announcement  has  yet  been  made,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  retailers  will  reduce  their  prices  to 
conform  with  the  reduced  prices  made  by  the 
companies  after  April  1. 

In  the  soft  coal  trade  there  is  no  activity  to 
speak  of.  Operators  in  New  River  and  Poca- 
hontps  coals  have  made  a  number  of  contracts 
since  the  April  contract  price  was  named,  and 
it  is  charged  that  some  deliveries  have  already 
been  made  at  the  April  price.  Up  to  this  week 
there  was  not  much  coal  being  shipped  to  this 
market,  but  Sunday  quite  a  fleet  of  vessels  came 


in  due  to  the  excellent  weather,  the  total  ton¬ 
nage  of  the  fleet  being  estimated  at  40,000  tons, 
which  has  made  the  market  some  easier  on  spot 
business.  Spot  coal  is  selling  Mystic  Wharf  from 
$3.25  to  $4.00,  good  grades  steam  coals  selling 
around  $3.55.  Contracts  are  being  made  on  the 
basis  of  prices  named  last  week  for  New  River- 
Pocahontas,  viz.,  $2.65  at  Llampton  Roads  up  to 
September  1.  On  Pennsylvania  coals  the  price 
ranges  from  $1.10  to  $1.40  at  the  mines.  At 
Providence  and  New  Bedford  the  market  is 
quoted  as  fairly  active,  with  no  accumulations  to 
keep  down  prices,  good  grades  steam  coals  sell¬ 
ing  from  $3.40  up  to  $3.90. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  vessel  situation, 
though  it  is  anticipated  that,  should  there  be 
heavy  shipping  after  April  1,  prices  may 
strengthen.  Contracts  for  the  season  are  being 
taken  way  under  last  season’s  rates,  and  it  now 
looks  as  if  New  England  receivers  are  going  to 
have  a  considerable  saving  in  transportation  this 
year.  From  the  lower  ports  60  to  75  cents  will 
cover  the  range.  From  New  York  charters  are 
made  as  low  as  60  cents. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

G.  M.  Lincoln,  formerly  salesman  for  the  Gar¬ 
field  &  Proctor  Coal  Company  at  New  Haven, 
severed  his  connection  with  that  firm  on  March  1, 
to  become  secretary  of  the  L.  H.  Bailey  Coal 
Company  of  this  city,  and  he  has  already  entered 
upon  his  new  duties. 

Although  it  has  been  published  in  a  number  of 
papers  recently  that  the  government  had  appro¬ 
priated  the  necessary  money  to  purchase  the  three 
new  steel  colliers  of  the  New  England  Gas  & 
Coke  Company  for  use  in  transporting  coal  for 
the  navy,  it  is  announced  from  an  authoritative 
source  that  the  sale  of  the  steamships  has  not 
been  made.  It  seems  that  the  House  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  only  appropriated  $525,000  each 
for  the  purchase  of  the  colliers,  and  this  price 
was  not  acceptable  to  the  steamship  company, 
and  no  sale  will  be  made  unless  the  amount  is 
increased. 


Ohio  Output  in  1907. 


The  following  is  the  report  of  State  Mine 
Inspector  Harrison  of  Ohio  for  1907: 

“Most  gratifying  in  every  respect  was  the 
condition  of  the  coal  industry  of  the  state 
during  the  year  1907;  never  in  its  history  did 
the  tonnage  assume  the  proportion  as  during 
the  previous  year,  32,465,949  tons  in  all  having 
been  mined  in  the  twenty-nine  coal-producing 
counties — an  increase  of  5,252,454  tons. 

“In  thirty-five  years  since  coal  was  first 
mined  up  to  the  present  time  the  tonnage  has 
increased  from  5,000,000  tons  to  over  32,000,- 
000  tons  or  510  per  cent.  The  most  remark¬ 
able  gains  are  noted  in  Belmont  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  counties,  amounting  to  1,888,287  and  1,649,- 
787  tons  respectively.  The  total  production  of 
Belmont  was  6,355,582  tons  and  that  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  was  4,648,263  tons.  Athens  county  mined 
4,853,044  tons,  a  gain  of  almost  500,000  tons. 
Guernsey  4,009,141  or  a  gain  of  660,207  tons. 
Tuscarawas  1,776,566  or  a  gaiw  of  347,001  tons: 
Perry  2,921,754  or  a  gain  of  312,053  tons. 

“The  greatest  losses  were  reported  in  Hock¬ 
ing,  Jackson,  Lawrence,  Mahoning,  Medina, 
Meigs;  and  Stark’.  The  mines  in  Meigs  county 
were  idle  a  great  portion  of  the  year  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  strike,  caused  by  a  disagreement  of 
the  wage  scale  and  accounts  for  the  large 
loss  in  that  county.  Jackson  county,  which 
in  former  years  was  the  leading  coal-produc¬ 
ing  county  in  the  state,  shows  a  loss  in  ton¬ 
nage;  many  of  the  large  operations  in  this 
county  have  been  nearly,  if  not  quite  all  ex¬ 
hausted,  and  the  major  portion  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  high  quality  of  the  Jackson  county  No. 
2  vein  of  coal  is  practically  exhausted. 

“Seventy-nine  and  nine-tenths  per  cent  of 
the  entire  production  of  the  state  was  mined 
by  the  use  of  machinery,  and  the  remaining 
20.1  per  cent  was  mined  by  the  primitive  use 
of  the  pick.  Almost  the  entire  production  of 
coal  mined  in  Belmont  county  was  produced 
by  machinery  with  the  exception  of  480,531 
tons;  in  Athens  county,  out  of  a  total  produc¬ 
tion  of  4,853,044  tons,  only  176,070  tons  were 


produced  by  pick;  in  Jefferson  county,  where 
the  tonnage  amounted  to  over  4,000,000  tons, 
only  593,418  tons  were  mined  by  the  pick. 


“The  coal  tonnage  of  the  State  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  reached  a  much  higher  rate  of 
production  had  not  the  financial  condition  of 
the  country  at  the  close  of  the  year  1907  ma¬ 
terially  affected  all  industries  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  interests  of  the  country  at  large. 

The  following  table 
tion  of  Ohio  for  1907: 

Counties — 

Athens  . 

Belmont  . 

Carroll  . 

Columbiana . 

Coshocton  . 

Gallia  . 

Guernsey  . 

Harrison  . 

Hocking  . 

Holmes . 

Jackson  . 

Jefferson  . 

Lawrence . 

Mahoning  . 

Medina  . 

Meigs  . 

Morgan  . 

Muskingum  . 

Noble  . 

Perry  . . 

Portage  . ' . 

Scioto  . 

Stark  . 

Summit  . 

Trumbull  . 

Tuscarawas  . 

Vinton  . 

Washington  . 

Wayne  . 


Gain  over  1906,  5,252,454  tons. 


:  shows 

the  coal 

produc- 

Pick 

Machine 

Total 

176,070 

4,676,974 

4,853,044 

480,531 

5,875,051 

6,355,582 

48,623 

322,919 

371,542 

430,864 

255,721 

686,585 

294,874 

102,355 

397,229 

36,635 

36,635 

35,891 

3,973.250 

4,009,141 

39,591 

449,527 

489,118 

278,532 

1,114,084 

1,392,616 

14,447 

14,447 

743,986 

559,543 

1,303,529 

593,418 

4,054,845 

4.648,263 

205,949 

40,613 

246,562 

95,280 

95,280 

47,181 

47,181 

147,600 

227,433 

375,033 

290,422 

290,422 

282,232 

160,046 

442,278 

16,977 

292,372 

309,349 

244,757 

2,676,997 

2,921,754 

53,682 

42,781 

96,463 

13,508 

13,508 

604,115 

132,902 

737,017 

66,745 

33,226 

99,971 

1,895 

1,895 

,300,356 

476,210 

1,776,566 

52,570 

196,905 

249,475 

691 

691 

204,773 

204,773 

,511,773 

25,954,176 

32,465,949 

“The  total  number  of  persons  employed  in 
and  around  the  mines  of  the  state  for  the  year 
1907,  was  47,876  persofis,  a  gain  of  1,375.  The 
average  time  worked  by  the  miners  in  the 
state  for  the  year  was  considerably  higher 
than  for  that  of  1906,  no  strikes  or  wage-scale 
agreements  interfering  with  the  operation  of 
mines,  except  in  Meigs  county,  where  the 
mines  remained  suspended  for  some  time  on 
account  of  settling  the  wage-scale.  The  aver 
age  time  worked  in  the  pick  mines  for  the 
year  was  191  days;  by  the  machine  miners  201 
and  for  the  machine  runners  206  days. 

“The  total  pick  tonnage  of  the  state 
amounted  to  6,511,773  tons,  or  20.1  per  cent  of 
the  entire  production  of  the  state,  which  was 
produced  by  9,631  pick  miners,  1,952  day  hands 
and  1,344  outside  day  hands.  The  average  tons 
of  lump  coal  mined  by  the  miners  for  the 
year  was  445  tons  and  per  day  2.3  tons.  The 
pick  tonnage  increased  11,510  tons. 

“The  machine  tonnage  for  the  year  was  25,- 
954,176  tons  or  a  gain  of  5,240,944  tons,  or  79.9 
per  cent  of  the  entire  production  of  the  state, 
which  was  produced  by  2,963  machine  runners, 
21,775  drillers,  loaders  and  shooters,  6,678  in¬ 
side  day  hands  and  3,533  outside  day  hands. 
The  average  tons  of  lump  coal  mined  by  the 
machine  runners  was  6,080  tons  and  for  the 
day  29.5  tons;  for  the  drillers,  loaders  and 
shooters  for  the  year  827  and  per  day  4.1  tons. 
The  number  of-  mining  machines  in  use  was 
1,404,  an  increase  of  138;  the  motor  haulage  in¬ 
creased  from  275  to  354,  an  increase  of  sev¬ 
enty-nine  motors. 

“The  fatal  accidents  for  the  year  numbered 
153,  a  gain  of  twenty-six.  There  was  one  life 
lost  to  every  212,196  tons  of  coal  mined  and 
one  life  lost  for  every  313  persons  employed 
showing  less  tons  of  coal  mined,  and  less  per¬ 
sons  employed  for  the  number  of  casualties  than 
the  preceding  year,  notwithstanding  the  precau¬ 
tions  and  admonitions  of  the  department  in  its 
endeavor  to  lessen  the  number  of  fatal  acci¬ 
dents  in  mines. 

“The  average  tons  of  run-of-mine  by  pick 
miners  for  the  year  was  676  tons  and  per 
day  3.5  tons;  for  the  machine  runners  it  was 
8,759  and  per  day  42.5  tons;  for  the  drillers, 
loaders  and  shooters  for  the  year  it  was  1,192 
and  per  day  5.9  tons. 

“One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighteen 
visits  were  made  to  the  mines  in  the  state  by 
the  district  mine  inspectors  and  seventy-six 
by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines,  not  taking 
into  consideration  the  time  spent  at  Monon- 
gah,  W.  Va.,  after  the  terrible  mine  disaster 
at  that  place.” 
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General  Eastern  News. 


R.  W.  Westlake,  of  Gibby  &  Westlake,  the  well 
known  Scranton  coal  shippers,  was  a  visitor  to  the 
New  York  trade  this  week. 

Edward  Brevoort,  with  F.  A.  Potts  &  Co., 
No.  143  Liberty  street,  New  York,  spent  Satur¬ 
day  and  Sunday  on  a  trip  to  Boston  and  Cape 
Cod. 

Frank  P.  Ryder,  southeastern  sales  agent  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Philadelphia,  was  a  New  York  visitor 
this  week. 

W.  H.  Blight  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Spring  Hill  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  which  will  operate  an  anthracite  mine 
near  Carbondale. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales 
Company,  New  York,  visited  Richmond,  Va., 
this  week.  T.  B.  Davis,  Jr.,  of  the  Island  Creek, 
is  on  a  western  trip. 

A.  W.  Hillebrand,  of  the  A.  W.  Hillebrand 
Company,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  is  at¬ 
tending  the  conference  of  the  soft  coal  operators 
being  held  at  Altoona  this  week. 

Chas.  E.  Lester,  Imperial  Modoc  of  the  Order 
of  Kokoals,  made  an  address  at  the  annual 
banquet  of  the  Baltimore  Coal  Merchants’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  at  Baltimore,  on  Thursday  evening,  on 
Kokoal  topics. 

The  Henry  Colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Company,  located  at  Plains,  will  operate 
its  washery  to  its  full  capacity  from  now  on. 
Coal  being  produced  at  this  washery  is  being 
shipped  west. 

The  Cheston  Coal  Company  was  recently 
formed  at  Hastings,  Pa.,  in  the  soft  coal  re¬ 
gions.  Incorporators  are:  Gus  Palmquist, 
G.  W.  Turley,  Peter  Anderson,  and  Gust  Fors, 
all  of  Hastings.  The  capital  stock  is  placed 
at  $10,000. 

Wesley  H.  Trimmer,  of  S.  Trimmer  &  Sons, 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth  street  and  Har¬ 
lem  River,  New  York,  returned  last  week  after 
spending  several  months  at  Southern  health  and 
pleasure  resorts.  Mr.  Trimmer  was  very  much 
benefited  by  the  vacation. 

Dr.  R.  C.  Peck  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and 
his  brother,  Melville  W.  Peck  of  Phillippi,  W. 
Va.,  have  purchased  a  large  tract  of  coal  land  at 
Tyrconnell,  Taylor  county,  W.  Va.,  and  will 
commence  to  develop  it  in  the  near  future.  The 
coal  land  is  near  the  railroad  and  is  regarded  as 
being  the  best  in  that  section. 

The  Virginia  &  Maryland  Coal  Company, 
Shinnston,  W.  Va.,  is  preparing  to  put  in  a 
compressed  air  plan  to  operate  the  machinery 
of  tiie  Mudlick  mine.  The  company  is  run¬ 
ning  its  operation  at  this  point  on  very  good 
time,  notwithstanding  the  dullness  in  the  coal 
trade. 

James  F.  Scott,  of  Clark  Brothers  Coal  Mining 
Company,  Philadelphia,  was  in  New  York  this 
week,  en  route  home  from  a  trip  through  New 
England.  Mr.  Scott  reports  that  there  is  a 
slightly  better  tone  in  the  New  England  situa¬ 
tion,  and  that  some  business  is  being  closed  up 
now  each  week. 

The  Philadelphia  Pipe  Company,  which  has 
been  constructing  a  steam  line  between  Jeanes- 
ville  and  Yorktown  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Company,  has  been  awarded  a  contract  for  lay¬ 
ing  a  line  from  Coxe’s  Beaver  Meadow  colliery 
to  the  No.  4  slope,  a  distance  of  two  miles. 
Work  will  be  commenced  at  once. 

The  Bear  Ridge  washery,  near  Mahanoy 
Plains,  has  resumed  work.  It  is  understood 
that  most  of  the  washeries  in  the  anthracite 
regions  will  be  worked  full  time  now,  to  make 
up  for  the  shortage  in  the  steam  sizes  which 
has  been  brought  about  by  the  short  time  on 
which  all  the  collieries  in  the  region  are  work¬ 
ing. 

The  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  Times  says:  “Indica¬ 
tions  are  that  business  conditions  will  improve 
after  the  first  of  April.  It  is  already  semi¬ 
officially  announced  that  the  mines  of  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Company  will  work  four  days  a  week 
from  now  on,  which  is  a  good  sign,  as  the  mines 
have  only  been  working  two  days  a  week  re¬ 
cently.” 


Recently  incorporated  in  West  Virginia  is  the 
Southern  Coal  Company,  which  will  have  its 
business  offices  at  Grafton  and  its  operations 
in  Garrison  county.  The  authorized  capital 
stock  is  placed  at  $100,000.  Incorporators  are : 
John  W.  Miller  of  Grafton,  John  Kerr  of 
Greensburg,  S.  W.  Shrader  of  Grafton,  and  M.  J. 
Davis  and  R.  C.  Hoting  of  Pittsburgh. 

W.  G.  Liddle,  the  well-known  division  pas¬ 
senger  and  freight  agent  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Company,  at  Scranton,  has  resigned, 
in  order  to.  accept  the  position  of  general  traf¬ 
fic  manager  of  the  Hudson  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany,  which  operates  the  line  of  steamers  be¬ 
tween  New  York,  Albany  and  Troy  on  the 
Hudson  river.  Albert  I.  Culver,  formerly  sec¬ 
ond  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson,  is  the  president  of  the 
Pludson  Navigation  Company. 

Jeffrey  Amherst  Wisner,  a  man  well  known 
in  the  Eastern  coal  trade,  died  at  his  home  in 
Brooklyn,  on  Sunday,  March  22,  at  the  age  of  81. 
Mr.  Wisner  was  born  in  Warwick,  Orange 
county,  New  York,  and  was  at  one  time  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  West  Pittston,  Pa.,  where  he  became  in¬ 
terested  in  coal  properties,  serving  the  Stevens 
Coal  Company  of  Pittston  as  president  for  the 
last  seventeen  years.  He  was  identified  with 
numerous  industrial  enterprises  in  the  Wilkes- 
barre-Scranton  regions,  and  early  in  his  business 
career  he  was  an  active  member  in  the  large 
wholesale  grocery  house  of  Berry,  Wisner  & 
Lohman  of  New  York  City. 

The  accounting  department  of  the  Smoke¬ 
less  Fuel  Company,  has  been  removed  from 
No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  to  the  company’s 
general  offices  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  J.  S.  Berry, 
secretary  of  the  company,  transferring  to  the 
Cincinnati  office  also.  This  department  was 
formerly  managed  from  Cincinnati,  and  re¬ 
cently,  it  has  been  found  that  the  operating 
department  could  be  handled  to  better  ad¬ 
vantage  at  Cincinnati  than  at  New  York,  hence 
the  transfer.  Mr.  Berry,  the  genial  secretary 
of  the  Smokeless,  is  a  former  Cincinnatian,  and 
the  transfer  puts  him  back  among  his  former 
friends  and  associates. 

While  it  has  been  known  for  some  time  that 
his  condition  was  serious,  nevertheless  last  Sat¬ 
urday  the  news  of  the  death  of  Lemuel  E.  Wells, 
the  well  known  wholesale  coal  dealer  of  No.  1 
Broadway,  came  as  a  shock  to  his  many  friends 
in  the  trade  throughout  the  East.  Mr.  Wells 
resided  at  No.  1  West  Seventy-second  street, 
New  York,  and  the  funeral  services,  which  were 
private,  were  held  at  that  place.  Mr.  Wells,  for 
some  time  past,  had  not  been  able  to  give  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  numerous  business  interests,  which 
have  been  looked  after  by  his  son,  Thomas  B. 
Wells,  who  has  been  associated  with  him  in 
business.  His  entrance  into  the  coal  business 
dated  back  to  the  early  ’80’s,  when  he  became 
associated  with  George  PI.  Bressette,  now  of  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Company,  using  the  firm  name 
of  Wells  &  Bressette.  This  firm  some  three 
years  later,  was  taken  over  by  the  Stickney  & 
Conyngham  Company,  and  Mr.  Wells’  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  company  terminated  in  1904,  when 
he  went  into  business  on  his  own  account.  Pie 
married  a  Miss  Beaver,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Beaver,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Kings¬ 
ton  Coal  Company,  of  Pittston.  In  connection 
with  his  wholesale  coal  business  at  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  Mr.  Wells  was  treasurer  of 
the  firm  of  Moquin,  Offerman  &  Wells,  of 
Brooklyn ;  one  of  the  owners  of  the  N.  J.  Briquet 
Company ;  and  was  largely  interested  in  real 
estate  and  hotel  property  along  the  Jersey  coast. 
He  was  fifty-six  years  of  age. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report  as  follows: 

The  export  coal  trade  is  still  dull,  with  little 
demand  for  tonnage  and  comparatively  few 
steamers  offering,  although  occasional  boats 
are  willing  to  accept  very  favorable  figures. 
The  Cuban  sugar  crop  is  much  less  than  time 
charters  estimated,  and  the  fact  that  twelve 
boats  are  laying  in  Havana,  waiting  for  sugar, 
is  having  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  market. 
Rates  to  Mexico  are  a  trifle  firmer,  as  the  few 


boats  available  do  not  seem  inclined  to  accept 
recent  figures,  on  account  of  the  Cuban  Sugar 
situation.  River  Plate  coal  freights  are  also 
firmer,  as  steamers  loading  now  would  arrive 
after  the  shipment  of  present  crops.  It  is 
difficult  to  state  how  long  the  present  depres¬ 
sion  will  continue,  but  in  the  past  after  a 
period  of  very  low  rates,  we  have  usually  had 
active  advances  in  the  freight  market. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows :  $1.15  to  $1.25  to  Havana  or  Matanzas, 
$1.50  to  $1.60  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua,  $1.35  to 
$1.45  to  Cienfuegos,  $1.45  to  $1.55  to  Daiquiri, 
$1.55  to  $1.65  to  Santiago,  $1.45  to  $1.50  to  Co¬ 
lon,  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad, 
$1.70  to  $1.80  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.30  to  $1.40  to  St. 
Thomas,  $1.70  to  $1.80  to  Barbados,  $1.35  to 
$1.45  to  Kingston,  $1.10  to  $1.15  and  port 
charges  to  Curacao,  $2.10  to  $2.25  to  Demerara, 
$1.55  to  $1.65  to  Bermuda,  $1.40  to  $1.45  to 
Vera  Cruz,  $1.40  to  $1.45  to  Tampico  ($2.30  to 
$2.35  to  Tampico  on  coke),  15s  to  17s  to  Bue¬ 
nos  Ayres,  16s  to  18s  to  Rosario,  15s  to  17s  to 
Rio,  16s  to  18s  to  Santos,  10s  to  10s  6d  to  a  di¬ 
rect  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  ' 
west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $4.25  and 
discharged  to  Manila;  $4.50  to  Japanese  ports. 


Kokoals*  Smoker. 

Philadelphia,  March  26. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — At  the  Columbia  Club  last  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  the  Philadelphia  Order  of  Kokoals 
gave  a  smoker,  which  was  largely  attended,  and 
which  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  most  delight¬ 
ful  affairs  ever  pulled  off  by  the  local  trade. 
The  large  auditorium  of  the  club  house  was  well 
filled,  the  doorman  taking  in  265  tickets,  and 
the  vaudeville  bill,  which  was  rendered,  would 
have  done  credit  to  any  of  the  “advanced” 
vaudeville  houses  down  on  Chestnut  and  Broad 
street,  where  a  dollar  is  accepted  for  a  seat 
minus  the  refreshments. 

Sam  B.  Crowell,  president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association,  was  the 
toastmaster  of  the  evening,  and  performed  his 
work  both  gracefully  and  eloquently.  W.  L. 
Scott,  pictor  of  the  Philadelphia  Order,  was  in 
evidence,  as  was  practically  the  entire  member¬ 
ship  of  the  local  order,  and  his  work  both  at 
and  before  the  entertainment,  was  of  that  untiring 
and  enthusiastic  kind  that  will  permit  only  of 
successful  result.  Chas.  K.  Scull,  who  was  one 
of  the  enthusiastic  workers  for  the  smoker,  was 
unable  to  attend,  owing  to  sickness. 

In  the  audience  were  many  coal  men  who 
were  not  members  of  the  order,  and  during  the 
intermission  between  thirty  and  forty  applica¬ 
tions  were  signed,  and  these  candidates  will  be 
given  the  degree  work  at  a  koruskation  to  be 
held  late  in  April  or  early  in  May,  at  which  it 
is  expected  that  fully  fifty  new  members  will  be 
initiated. 

Imperial  Modoc  Chas.  E.  Bester,  with  F.  W. 
Saward,  of  the  Coal  Trade  Journal,  and  R.  M. 
Bryan,  of  The  Black  Diamond,  came  over  from 
New  York,  corraling  Jas.  G.  Pugh,  traveling 
coal  freight  agent  of  the  Western  Maryland,  on 
the  way,  who  submitted  to  the  signing  of  an 
application  for  membership  in  the  boosters’  club. 
Mr.  Pugh  hails  from  Baltimore,  and  lie  will  be 
initiated  at  the  next  Koruskation  to  be  held  in 
that  city. 


Huntingdon  S.  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following 
statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  March  21, 
and  previously  during  the  year: 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top  land 

Week  March  1908 .  13,702  6,133  19,835 

Corresponding  week  in  1907 .  18,368  11,145  29,514 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 151,025  83,955  234,981 

Corresponding  period  in  1907 .... 235,41 5  172,138  407,603 


Total  for  week .  19,835 

Decrease  for  week .  9,678 

Total  amount  shiped  to  date .  234,981 

Decrease  to  date .  172,622 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines 

east  of  Pittsburgh  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended 

March  14  compares  in  tons  with  the  corre¬ 
sponding  period  last  year  as  follows: 

1908  1907  Changes 

Week  end.  March  14.  949,469  1,035,608  Dec.  86,139 

Yr.  Jan.  1-Mch.  14 .  .9,063,121  11,537,852  Dec.  2,474,731 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions.  Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


Responsibilities  of  Master  and  Ser- 
vant. — There  are  certain  duties  owing 
by  a  master  to  his  servant  which  can¬ 
not  be  delegated  so  as  to  relieve  him 
of  responsibility  for  their  negligent 
performance.  Thus,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa  says  (Schminkey  vs.  T. 
M.  Sinclair  &  Co.,  114  Northwestern 
Reporter  612)  the  master  is  required 
to  furnish  his  employe  a  reasonably 
safe  place  to  work ;  and  he  must  so 
plan  the  work  in  hand  as  not  to  un¬ 
necessarily  expose  his  employes  to 
danger.  Again,  it  is  well  settled  that 
a  master  must  not  create  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  risks  not  present  when  his 
employe  entered  his  service,  and  of 
which  the  servant  has  no  knowledge. 
A  servant  assumes  the  ordinary  risks 
of  employment  upon  which  he  enters, 
including  the  risks  of  the  negligence 
of  fellow  servants,  engaged  in  the  same 
common  enterprise;  but  he  does  not  as¬ 
sume  new  and  extraordinary  risks 
known  to,  and  created  by,  the  master 
after  the  servant  enters  upon  his  work, 
and  of  which  the  servant  has  no 
knowledge.  It  is  plainly  the  duty  of 
the  master  to  warn  his  employe  of 
these  new  and  latent  dangers,  and  this 
duty  cannot  be  delegated  to  another  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  relieve  the  master 
from  the  results  of  non-performance. 
Stated  in  another  way,  the  rule  is  as 
follows :  It  is  a  wrong  on  the  part  of 
an  agent  having  the  right  to  order  a 
servant  to  do  certain  specific  work  to 
increase  the  peril  of  the  service  by  his 
own  negligence.  The  employe  acting 
under  a  specific  order  has  a  right  to 
assume  in  the  absence  of  warning  or 
notice  that  his  superior  who  gave  the 
order  will  not  by  his  own  negligence 
make  the  work  unsafe.  There  is,  as 
will  be  observed,  an  intimate  connection 
or  association  between  this  rule  and 
the  one  requiring  of  the  master  the 
adoption  of  a  proper  plan  or  system 
and  the  establishment  of  proper  rules 
for  the  conduct  of  the  work. 


Duty  of  Railway  Company  as  to  Fur¬ 
nishing  Cars. — Generally  stated,  a  rail¬ 
way  company  is  bound  to  keep  on  hand 
cars  enough  to  accommodate  ordinary 
traffic,  or  such  accessions  of  business 
as  may  be  anticipated,  but  rs  not  bound 
to  be  ready  for  a  wholly  unprecedented 
and  unforseeable  increase  of  traffic. 
Yet  having  entered  into  contracts  to 
furnish  them  on  certain  dates — con¬ 
tracts  made  by  its  agent  within  the 
apparent  scope  of  his  authority — the  St. 
Louis  Court  of  Appeals  holds  (Meri¬ 
wether  vs.  Quincy,  Omaha  &  Kansas 
City  Railroad  Company,  107  South¬ 
western  Reporter  434),  it  cannot  be 
heard  to  excuse  itself  by  saying  it  was 
impossible  to  comply.  When  a  party 
agrees  to  perform  a  certain  stipulation 
by  a  given  date,  without  exception  or 
qualifications,  he  must  answer  in  dam¬ 
ages  for  failure  to  perform,  notwith¬ 
standing  performance  was  out  of  his 
power.  Hence,  it  is  no  defense  to  an 


action  based  on  failure  to  have  the  cars 
for  shipments  as  agreed  that  the  com¬ 
pany’s  cars  were  in  use  elsewhere  in 
consequence  of  traffic  being  unusually 
heavy.  If  it  was  unable  to-  furnish  cars, 
it  should  not  have  agreed  to  do  so. 


Distinction  Between  Principal  and 
Agent  and  Master  and  Servant. — The 
distinction  between  principal  and  agent 
and  master  and  servant,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa  says  (Merritt  vs.  Huber, 
114  Northwestern  Reporter  627),  is 
very  difficult  to  define,  but  the  two  re¬ 
lations  are  essentially  similar,  and  the 
real  difference  between  them  may  be 
said  to  be  one  of  degree  only.  Hence, 
the  true  distinction  is  to  be  found  in 
the  nature  of  the  service  to  be  per¬ 
formed  and  the  manner  of  its  perform¬ 
ance.  That  an  agent,  with  authority, 
may  appoint  a  sub-agent,  whose  knowl¬ 
edge  will  be  imputed  to  the  principal, 
is  well  settled. 


To  Prevent  Injury  to  His  Property 
One  May  Not  Injure  Another’s. — So 
long  as  one  person  is  making  a  lawful 
use  of  his  property,  no  other  person, 
the  Court  of  Civil  Appeals  of  Texas 
holds  (Meadows  vs.  Railway  Co.,  107 
Southwestern  Reporter  83),  car  injure 
or  destroy  such  property  without  there¬ 
by  becoming  liable  to  the  owner  for  the 
damages  he  thereby  suffers.  The  right 
to  injure  or  destroy  private  property 
being  lawfully  used  to  save  from  injury 
or  destruction  other  private  property  the 
court  thinks  exists  under  no  imagin¬ 
able  set  of  circumstances. 


Presumption  as  to  Injury  of  Ship¬ 
ment.— Where  a  shipment  of  goods  is 
delivered  in  good  order  to  a  common 
carrier,  under  a  contract  that  it  shall 
transport  them  to  its  terminus  and  de¬ 
liver  them  to  a  connecting  carrier,  and 
the  shipment  arrives  at  destination  in  a 
damaged  condition,  and  the  proof  shows 
that  at  least  a  portion  of  the  damage 
was  done  by  the  initial  carrier,  the 
Court  of  Appeals  of  Georgia  holds 
(Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pa¬ 
cific  Railway  Co.  vs.  Pless  &  Slade,  60 
Southeastern  Reporter  8),  that  it  will 
be  presumed  to  have  caused  the  whole 
damage,  until  it  submits  proof  to  the 
contrary. 


No  Charter  to  Conduct  Illegal  Busi¬ 
ness. — A  charter  of  incorporation  may 
never  be  granted  to  an  association  of 
persons,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals 
of  Virginia  says  (Hanger  vs.  Common¬ 
wealth,  60  Southeastern  Reporter  67), 
to  authorize  the  conduct  of  a  business 
which  an  individual  may  not  lawfully 
conduct  under  existing  laws. 


The  Straight  Creek  Colliery  Company, 
of  Barbourville,  has  been  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  developing  a  coal  field  in 
Bell  county,  Ky.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  new  concern  is  $15,000  and  work  on 
the  plant  will  be  started  at  once. 


The  City  Coal  &  Cement  Company 
has  been  organized  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000  by  R. 
H.  Kissinger,  J.-W.  Fidler,  J.  H.  San- 
ter  and  E.  C.  Kissinger. 

The  Fulton  Coal  Company,  of  Ful¬ 
ton.  Mo.,  has  been  incorporated  with 
$2,400  capital  stock,  one-half  of  which 
is  already  paid  in.  The  incorporators 
are  S.  H.  Powell,  T.  J.  Trigg,  W.  C. 
Harris  and  N.  H.  Trigg. 

The  Kniffin  Coal  &  Supply  Company, 
of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,000. 
The  incorporators  of  the  new  concern 
are  M.  A.  Kniffin,  L.  D.  Kniffin  and 
John  S.  O’Connor. 

The  Tolono  Coal,  Oil  and  Gas  Com¬ 
pany  of  Tolono,  Ill.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,- 
000,  by  R.  L.  Reese,  S.  L.  Rufty  and 
R.  W.  Riley.  The  purpose  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  to  develop  oil,  gas  and  min¬ 
eral  products. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Coal  Company  of 
New  York  has  been  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  one  million  dollars 
by  N.  A.  Weathers,  M.  C.  Humestone 
and  R.  A.  Mackey.  The  company  will 
develop  coal  and  mineral  lands  in  the 
state  of  New  York. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Pleasant  Creek  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  Phillippi,  W.  Va.,  showing 
a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of 
developing  coal  lands  in  Barbour  county. 
The  incorporators  are  E.  L.  Cunning 
ham.  A.  G.  Newman,  W.  R.  Hurst,  H. 
R.  Hurst  and  G.  W.  Newcomer. 

The  Riverside  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  with  of¬ 
fices  in  New  York  City,  with  the  main 
works  of  the  concern  being  in  Mar¬ 
shall  county.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  company  is  $500,000  and  the  in¬ 


corporators  are  W.  G.  Smith,  John 
R.  Matthews,  J.  F.  V.  Tempest  and 

M.  R.  Evans,  all  of  New  York  City. 
The  Suburban  Coal  Company,  with 

offices  in  the  First  National  Bank 
building,  Chicago,  has  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  business  in 
the  city  of  Chicago.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  company  is  $5,000  and  the  in¬ 
corporators  are  Henry  A.  Gardner, 
Henry  L.  Stern  and  William  F.  An¬ 
derson. 

The  New  England  Fuel  Company, 
Kittery,  Maine,  has  been  organized  to 
conduct  a  general  mining  and  manufac¬ 
turing  business  in  all  of  its  branches. 
The  company  has  a  capital  stock  of 
$500,000,  of  which  nothing  is  paid  in. 
The  officers  are  E.  C.  Colbath,  of  Dover, 

N.  H.,  president;  Charles  Mesbach  Cor¬ 
son.  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  treasurer. 


Some  large  steam  consumers  have 
been  making  application  to  the  Rail¬ 
road  Commission  to  waive  the  car 
service  rules  on  demurrage,  so  that 
they  may  store  coal  in  original  cars 
on  their  own  private  side-track.  The 
object  is  thus  to  provide  themselves 
against  lack  of  fuel,  in  case  of  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  several  weeks,  and  at  the 
same  time  save  the  expense  of  rehan¬ 
dling  the  coal.  The  commisison  has 
refused  such  requests,  on  the  grounds 
that  this  favor  could  not  be  extended 
to  one  concern  without  giving  every¬ 
body  the  same  privilege,  and  that  such 
a  ruling  would  have  a  large  number  of 
cars  tied  up  at  the  opening  of  the  lake 
season,  a  few  weeks  hence,  when  there 
is  a  possibility  of  their  being  needed. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  has  between  10,000  and  11,000  idle 
cars  at  the  present  time,  but  to  allow 
consumers  to  use  them  for  storage 
bins  would  soon  eat  up  this  surplus. 


Cl)  DflWMAM  WINER  and  SHIPPER 

■  O.  DUYlmnll  ANTHRACITE  COKE  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

“  RELIANCE  ”  “LOPEZ” 

“Bock  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

‘‘Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  tias 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bitnminons 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  tiallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  PEA  LERS’ 
SUPPLIES 


Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  S01EEN  CO. 


COAL  FOR  S 

S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Ager 

ALE 

It 

CHICAGO 

TOLEDO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  March  26. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — Just  now  interest  is 
centered  more  in  steam  coals  than  in 
domestic  business.  Warm,  spring-like 
weather  has  taken  the  life  out  of  the 
latter  and  prices  are  at  rock-bottom, 
ranging  from  $1.50  on  a  small  tonnage 
of  the  best  standard  grades  down  to 
$1.20.  More  lump  is  being  moved  at 
the  last-named  figure  than  at  the  first. 
Dealers  are  not  stocking  to  any  extent, 
in  fear  of  a  suspension. 

Run-of-mine  appears  to  be  a  little 
firmer,  and  in  some  instances  orders  at 
05  cents  are  being  turned  down.  Some 
grades  are  commanding  as  high  as  $1.15. 
This  is  due  to  better  industrial  condi¬ 
tions  and  to  the  precaution  of  consum¬ 
ers  in  being  prepared  for  possible  emer¬ 
gency,  even  though  they  have  little  faith 
that  there  will  be  any  shortage  of  coal 
during  the  next  sixty  days.  Many  fac¬ 
tories  have  accumulated  quite  a  surplus 
by  not  cancelling  regular  orders  during 
the  period -in  which  they  have  been  con¬ 
suming  less  than  the  normal  quantity. 
As  a  stimulus  to  trade,  however,  the 
strike  scare  has  cut  very  little  figure  in 
this  market,  particularly  in  strengthen¬ 
ing  prices.  Inuring  all  the  agitation  and 
uncertainty  that  has  prevailed  for  two 
or  three  months  it  has  been  possible  to 
buy  coal  at  a  figure  that  would  have 
gone  begging  at  any  other  time  within 
the  life  of  the  existing  wage-agreement. 

Slack  shows  an  upward  tendency  and 
-  -tinues  to  grow  scarcer.  Emergency 
orders  command  fancy  prices,  but  ruling 
ouotations  are  from  65  cents  to  75  cents. 
Shippers  having  fine  coal  contracts  are 
moving  concessions  to  secure  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  mine-run. 

The  Columbus  retail  market  is  nat¬ 
urally  dull,  as  the  result  of  weather  con¬ 
ditions.  and  stocks  are  light,  as  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  securing  prompt  ship¬ 
ments  as  they  are  needed.  No  change 
from  winter  prices  has  as  yet  been  an¬ 
nounced,  although  there  are  reports  of 
slight  cutting.  Hocking  lump  is  quoted 
at  $3.25  and  $3.50  and  West  Virginia 
lump  at  $3.75.  These  figures  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  scaled  25  cents  per  ton  in 
the  near  future. 


Hocking  Local  Grievances. 

On  Friday  of  this  week  the  executive 
board  of  the  Ohio  district  of  United 
Mine  Workers  will  meet  in  Columbus, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  internal  grievances,  as  author¬ 
ized  by  the  late  national  convention  at 
Indianapolis.  A  committee  of  the  opera¬ 
tors  will  meet  here  either  at  this  time 
or  at  the  first  of  the  following  week. 
As  has  been  heretofore  announced,  the 
operators  hope  to  gain  a  number  of 
concessions,  which,  though  apparently 
trifling  in  themselves,  will  result  in  a 
large  saving  during  the  course  of  a 
year.  One  of  these  applies  to  the  length 
of  time  which  miners  shall  wait  for  cars 
at  the  mines  in  reporting  for  work  in 
the  mornings.  The  arbitrary  action  of 
charging  up  for  an  hour’s  work  and 
postponing  operations  for  an  entire  day, 
iust  because  the  prescribed  waiting 
period  has  expired,  when  cars  are  al¬ 
ready  being  shifted  into  position,  is  re¬ 
garded  as  unfair  to  the  employers,  who 
are  often  made  to  suffer  large  loss 
through  an  unavoidable  delay  of  five  or 
ten  minutes. 

The  right  of  discharge  for  loading 
bone  coal  or  other  flagrant  disregard 
of  the  mine  owner’s  interests  will  be 
asked  for,  together  with  protection  in 
such  instances  from  local  strikes.  There 


is  the  belief  that  the  district  officials 
are  in  sympathy  with  some  reforms 
along  the  lines  named.  It  has  not  yet 
been  announced  what  new  features  the 
miners  expect  to  be  incorporated  into 
the  forthcoming  scale,  but  it  is  certain 
that  they  have  some  grievances  which 
will  be  made  the  subject  of  discussion. 
There  is  no  issue  in  sight  that  will  re¬ 
sult  in  a  rupture,  and  the  local  differ¬ 
ences  of  the  district  are  expected  to  be 
settled  without  prolonged  effort. 


News  in  Brief. 

George  Wandless,  a  prominent  De¬ 
troit  shipper,  paid  Columbus  a  visit  on 
Friday  last. 

F.  D.  Howe,  of  Howe  &  David,  retail 
dealers  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  was  in  the 
city  on  Monday. 

C.  D.  Hopkins,  of  the  Hocking  Min 
ing  Company,  Athens,  Ohio,  was  in 
Columbus  on  the  21st  inst. 

M.  L.  Finnell,  of  Tranchant  &  Finnell, 
leiai!  dealers  of  Osborn,  Ohio,  was  call¬ 
ing  upon  local  shippers  last  Friday. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  of  Detroit,  northern 
sales  agent  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany,  was  in  Columbus  on  Saturday. 

T.  C.  Berger,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Buffalo  Collieries  Company, 
Chattaroi,  W.  Va.,  was  a  recent  visitor 
in  Columbus. 

Wm.  Jobs,  the  Chicago  coal  man,  who 
has  large  interests  in  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley,  was  here  last  week,  and  left  on 
Sunday  for  New  York. 

Ferd  Woods,  assistant  general  freight 
agent  of  the  New  York  Central  lines, 
with  headquarters  at  Indianapolis  was 
a  visitor  at  the  offices  of  the  W.  J. 
Hamilton  Coal  Company  last  week. 

A  number  of  retail  coal  dealers  were 
in  the  city  on  Wednesday  attending  the 
convention  of  the  Ohio  Shippers’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Secretary  J.  W.  McCord  was 
able  to  report  to  the  members  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  Chamberlain  bill  and  the 
favorable  progress  of  other  legislation 
which  will  benefit  shippers  generally. 

Charles  Paint,  father  of  Clarence 
Paint,  manager  of  the  Colonial  Fuel  & 
Builders’  Supply  Company,  died  in  this 
city  on  Monday.  He  was  an  old  and 
esteemed  citizen,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War.  His  funeral  took  place  on 
Thursday  from  the  Soldiers’  Memorial 
Hall. 

Frank  S.  Brooks,  secretary  of  the 
Hocking  Valley  eperators,  has  removed 
h'c  offices  from  the  eleventh  to  the  fifth 
floor  of  the  Columbus  Savings  &  Trust 
building.  The  new  quarters  have  been 
fitted  up  in  a  very  attractive  manner 
and  possess  the  advantage  over  the  oid 
of  having  a  High  street  frontage. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice  president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  New  York,  where  he  went 
to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors.  He  reports  the  financial  situa¬ 
tion  as  much  improved  in  the  east  and 
looks  forward  with  confidence  to  a  good 
revivial  in  the  coal  trade  before  many 
months. 

A  bill  aiming  a  reinforcement  of  Ohio 
laws  in  the  matter  of  short  weights  on 
coal  shipments  has  been  prepared  by 
competent  legal  authority  under  the  in¬ 
structions  of  the  Ohio  association  and 
is  now  before  the  state  legislature. 
Whether  or  not  the  measure  is  got 
through  at  the  present  session,  all 
claims  presented  the  association  will  be 
taken  up  with  the  railroads  under  ex¬ 
isting  laws,  which  some  authorities  claim 
afford  full  relief. 


Certificates  have  been  issued  to  new 
members  as  follows  :  Shippers — Gen¬ 
eral  Western  Fuel  Company,  Toledo; 
Elmer  Miller  Coal  Company,  Toledo ; 
Cannelton  Coal  Company,  Toledo ;  Card¬ 
ing  Coal  Company,  Columbus ;  Chap¬ 
man  Mining  Company,  Columbus. 

A.  E.  Washburn,  who,  as  manager  of 
the  defunct  Kanawha  &  Ohio  Fuel 
Company,  left  many  creditors  in  the 
lurch  here  last  winter,  again  appears 
upon  the  scene  as  one  of  the  incorpora¬ 
tors  of  a  new  organization  which  bears 
the  name  of  the  Kanawha  Consolidated 
Fuel  Company  of  Columbus.  The  capi¬ 
tal  stock  is  placed  at  $10,000.  The 
names  attached  to  the  papers  are :  A. 
F.  Washburn,  I.  Washburn,  John  Min¬ 
ton,  J.  E.  Williams  and  James  L.  Spear. 

Sales  Manager  Russell,  of  the  Eagle 
Ccal  &  Coke  Company,  has  received 
word  from  the  United  States  district  at¬ 
torney  at  Cleveland,  that  J.  M.  Bach- 
ert,  of  the  Reliance  Oil  &  Greese  Com¬ 
pany,  will  be  prosecuted  this  week  for 
using  the  mails  in  the  attempt  to  de¬ 
fraud  certain  coal  companies.  Mr.  Rus¬ 
sell,  who  was  one  of  the  intended  vic¬ 
tims,  has  been  able  to  furnish  some 
valuable  information  to  the  authorities 
bearing  upon  the  above  company’s 
transactions. 


Dangers  of  Mining. 

Scranton,  Pa.,  March  19. — The  con¬ 
tinual  expanding  of  the  area  and 
thoroughness  of  mining  operations  in 
the  anthracite  regions  is  making  an 
issue  that  the  majority  of  the  cities 
and  towns  in  the  coal  regions  are  fac¬ 
ing. 

This  problem  is  how  to  provide  ad¬ 
equate  surface  supports  for  buildings 
in  towns  where  the  coal  companies 
are  taking  out  the  anthracite  from  be¬ 
neath.  Scranton  and  Shenandoah  are 
trying  to  solve  this  question,  as  is 
also  Pittston.  In  these  towns  the  sur¬ 
face  is  cracking,  settling  and  caving 
in  a  manner  that  inspires  a  potent 
dread.  Old  timers  will  remember  how 
at  Stockton  in  1873  two  houses  with 
their  inmates,  fathers,  mothers  and 
little  children,  disappeared  below  the 
surface  one  night  and  sank  so 


for  them.  The  one  that  is  meeting 
with  the  approval  of  mining  men  a 
the  present  time  is  to  fill  up  the  oli 
workings  with  ashes,  let  in  with  bor 
holes  and  driven  in  with  compressei 
air.  In  the  same  way  that  the  rod 
is  formed — by  great  pressure — so  th 
ashes  will  under  the  settling  of  th 
roof  of  the  workings  become  a  semi 
igenous  rock  that  will  hold  up  th 
buildings  on  the  surface.  This  pla: 
has  been  tried  at  Shenandoah,  wher 
the  settling  service  menaced  the  build 
ings  on  the  ground  above  the  work 
ings  whose  pillars  had  been  robbe 
and  whose  noofs  were  sinking,  an 
the  plan  proved  a  success.  The  sam 
plan  is  to  be  tried  at  Scranton,  wher 
there  is  a  great  agitation  going  on  a 
the  present  time  on  account  of  th 
alleged  insecure  condition  of  the  sui 
face  in  some  of  the  principal  parts  c 
the  city. 


Would  Raise  Prices. 

London,  March  19. —  The  collier 
owners  who  have  been  conferring  i 
this  city  on  the  subject  of  the  govern 
ment’s  bill  establishing  an  eight-hou 
day  for  miners  today  decided,  shoul 
parliament  pass  the  measure,  to  ad 
vance  the  price  of  coal  thirty-six  pe 
ton,  and  make  all  future  contracts  o 
this  basis. 

Ship  owners,  railways  and  mam 
faucturers  have  been  sending  delega 
tions  to  Herbert  Gladstone,  secretar 
for  home  affairs,  ever  since  the  intre 
duction  of  the  bill,  pointing  out  tha 
the  inevitable  curtailment  of  the  out 
put,  and  the  increase  in  the  price  o 
coal,  will  mean  a  serious  financk 
strain  if  not  bankruptcy  to  many  o 
the  country’s  big  industries.  Mi 
Gladstone  thinks  these  fears  are  exaa 
gerated. 


Creditors  of  the  Great  Wester 
Coal  Company,  in  the  bankruptc; 
court  at  Canon  City,  Colo.,  have  chc 
sen  N.  F.  Hondy  of  Denver  as  trus 
tee.  Mr.  Hondy  has  filed  a  bond  o 
$25,000.  The  liabilities  of  the  cos 
company,  which  has  valuable  mine 
in  that  section  of  the  state,  are  sai 
to  be  $290,000. 


that  the  dead  were  never  disinterred. 
The  spot  of  the  disaster  is  today 
marked  with  a  marble  slab,  sacred  to 
the  memory  of  those  who  sleep  no  one 
knows  how  deep  down. 

This  accident  shows  that  the  dan¬ 
gers  are  not  of  the  imagination  and 
the  mining  experts  of  the  present  day 
are  trying  hard  to  prepare  a  remedy 
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ican  Bldg .  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  18 

E  rie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh— 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co....  32 

Nicoll,  B.,  &  Co.,  232  6th  Ave . 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  32 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 
Fittston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  87 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  89 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Reading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  1 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Frovidence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg . 37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  36 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke— 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  36 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

"'--leston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

S  6W0II _ 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  87 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  33 


WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Milwaukee— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  89 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave . 6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  38 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co. 

Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co . 
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Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  st.  88 
Philadelphia  tt  Reading  C.  St  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg . . .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  1* 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St..  E . .  87 

London —  ENGLAND.  eag* 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  A  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane . 37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St . 36 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  10 


New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 


Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUFFLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 


The  Black  Diamond. 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  48 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa  .  34 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  35 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y. .  30 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ollio .  42 


Cars  (Mins  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa . 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill...  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mig.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  35 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  34 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  38 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago... 
Loal  tvlining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  32 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago. . 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  43 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  47 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  45 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  44 

Coal  Washing-  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Crossing's  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 36 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill...,  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  44 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago . 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 


ines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  30 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  44 
Ea^le  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago.... .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg . 32 

Hale  &  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio . 30 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  83 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  45 

Bxplosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  4 

Fans  (Ventilating). 


Capell  Pan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa... 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  44 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  38 
Fairbanks.  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
(Continued  on  Page  82.) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[March  28 


A  dvertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
tor  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — Soft  Coal  salesman  for 

Central  Illinois,  also  for  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Iowa.  Box  71,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 
stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  RENT — The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard.  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


POSITION  WANTED  —  Book¬ 
keeper  or  stenographer.  Five  years’ 
experience  in  all  departments  ol 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  business 
Address  Box  72,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED  —  Two 

years’  experience  as  yard  clerk  with 
large  company.  Best  of  references. 
Address  Box  66,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  mine  man¬ 
ager  or  mining  engineer;  age  28;  16 
years  in  mines;  3  years  as  mine  man¬ 
ager,  etc.,  Illinois;  certificate,  I.  C.  S. 
diploma.  Box  65,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE — 1,100  acres  Sewickley 

coal,  only  $50  per  acre.  This  tract  is 
on  railroad  in  West  Virginia  and  the 
same  vein  is  being  successfully  mined 
within  one-fourth  mile  of  this  land. 
Speak  quickly  for  this  bargain.  We 
sell  coal  lands  and  mines  on  commis¬ 
sion.  Correspondence  solicited.  Fi¬ 
delity  Realty  Syndicate,  Baltimore, 
Md. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE  —  257  acres  fine  coal 

land  on  Western  Maryland  railroad 
containing  Kittanning  and  all  other 
coal  up  to  big  vein,  controlling  front¬ 
age  of  about  4,000  acres  of  Kittanning 
and  Freeport  coal.  Very  desirable. 
Output  300  tons  daily.  Capacity  400. v 
Electric  plant  comprising  two  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  electric  haulage  motors 
and  two  mining  machines,  one  125 
h.  p.  Erie  engine  and  boiler,  one  62 
k.  w.  Milwaukee  generators.  Address 
Herald,  Piedmont,  W.  Va. 


FOR  SALE — 450  acres  of  coal  land, 

of  first  quality  splint  coal,  on  the 
Kanawha  &  West  Va.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va. ;  vein 
opened;  analysis  shows  60  per  cent 
fixed  carbon.  Natural  gas  available. 
Abiel  Abbot,  53  South  St.,  New  York. 


PROPOSALS  FOR  FUEL,  MIN- 
eral  Oil,  Forage,  Straw  and  Horse¬ 
shoeing. — Chief  Quartermaster’s  Of¬ 
fice,  Federal  Building,  Chicago,  Ill., 
March  16,  1908. — Sealed  proposals,  in 
triplicate,  will  be  received  here,  and 
at  offices  of  the  quartermasters  at 
posts  named  below,  until  11  o’clock 
a.  m.  April  15,  1908,  and  then  opened, 
for  furnishing  Fuel  and  Mineral  Oil  re¬ 
quired  during  the  year  commencing  July 
1,  1908,  at  Chicago,  Ill.;  Fort  Sheridan, 
Ill.;  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind.;  Thom¬ 
as,  Ky. ;  Brady  and  Wayne,  Mich.,  and 
sub-station,  Canton,  Ohio;  also  for 
furnishing  said  posts  and  stations  For¬ 
age  and  Straw  required  for  three 
months,  commencing  July  1,  1908,  and 
Horeshoeing  required  at  Chicago, 
Forts  Wayne  and  Brady,  Mich.,  dur¬ 
ing  said  year.  Information  furnished 
on  application  here  or  to  quartermas¬ 
ters  at  posts  named.  Envelopes  con¬ 
taining  proposals  to  be  indorsed  “Pro¬ 
posals  for  Fuel,”  etc.,  and  addressed 
to  Quartermasters  of  posts  named  or 
to  Lt.-Col.  W.  W.  Robinson,  Jr.,  C. 
Q.  M. 


LOOKING  FOR 
A  POSITION  ? 


TRY  an  ad  in  classified  columns 
of  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  — 

4  cents  per  word,  with  a  discount 
of  20  per  cent  if  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions. 
Classified  advertising  received  be¬ 
fore  Thursday,  2  p.  m. ,  will  appear 
in  Saturday’s  paper. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 


Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 


WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH,  W.  VA. 


Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W  .Va' 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y.,  or  at  Dayton,  O. 


’Fins  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
ot  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Eailroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

I  he  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhorn  for  the  last  15 
or  20  3'ears  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  nr  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above. 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  USING - 


BUDA 

STANDARD 

SCALES 


The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  fully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  arid 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 


Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  I41  Broadway.  New  York 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 


PATENTS 

$25.00 


Rejected  Cases  and  Interfer* 
ence  Proceedings  a 
Specialty. 


Designs,  Trade-Marks,  Copyrights, 
Special  Facilities  for  Foreign 
Litigation. 


We  pay  a.11  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Expert  Service  Assured 


Write  Us 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  lac. 
170  Broadway,  New  York. 


No.  13] 

=— 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 
for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK.  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block.  ' 


SPEAKING  OF  TRADE  JOURNAL  ADVERTISING 


it  is  strange,  but  nevertheless  a  fact,  that  too  many  full  page  firms  are  apt  to  use  an  eighth  page  space.  It  is  hardly  consistent  for 
a  big,  wealthy,  successful  firm  to  make  their  bow  to  the  trade  through  the  medium  of  an  old  fashioned,  small  sized,  carelessly  con¬ 
structed,  card-like  advertisement,  which  is  not  half  big  enough  to  credibly  represent  the  business.  A  two-million  dollar  corpora¬ 
tion  with  a  $2.00  ad.  is  short-sighted  economy  on  the  part  of  the  advertiser. 


Were  You 
Satisfied 
in  1907? 

We  mean  on  your  coal  profits. 

Whether  you  were  or  not,  you’d 
like  to  increase  your  profits  this 
year,  wouldn’t  you? 

Certainly.  Well  here’s  the  recipe 

SELL 

WINIFREDE  SPLINT 

Arid 

ACME  S00TLESS 

Those  five  words  have  rung  up 
more  and  greater  profits  for  coal 
dealers  than  any  other  brands  on 
the  market.  They  will  do  the 
same  for  you.  Write  for  prices. 

HOSTLER  COAL  & 
COKE  CO. 

The  Prompt  Shippers  of  (food  Coal 

355  Dearborn  St.  CHICAGO 


REINFORCED 
C  0  N  C  R  ETE 
COAL  POCKETS 

First  cost  and  maintenance 
is  less  than  wood. 

In  Connection 

with  the  designing  of  our 
reinforced  concrete  coal 
pockets  and  fast  plant 
discharging  apparatus 
would  state  that  we  con¬ 
trol  several  valuable  pat¬ 
ents  in  this  line  for  the 
use  of  which  we  make  no 
royalty  or  other  charges 
to  our  clients. 


Send  for  Bulletin  No.  q. 
Correspondence  Invited 


ADOLPH  SUCK 

Architect  and  Engineer 

OF  COAL  PLANTS 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 


CHARLES  8.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  CUNX  A.  MoILROT 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sale  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  CO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 


Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 


1  Broadway,  PfEJW  YOMK 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  In  Railway  Circles. 

Tho  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  In  the  United  Statee. 

Read  by  Hankers.  Investor*,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 


l 
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MINE  RAILS 

12  -  16-20  LB. 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

RAILS 

NEW  RELAYING 

M.  K.  FRANK 

PITTSBURGH 

ja  ■  ■  ,-3%  FOR  SALE.  CHOICE 

DA  II  RE-LAYING 

■  B  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

™  ™  ^ m  (and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb., 

....  .  ,  ..  ,  ...  .  16  lb„  20  lb.,  251b.,  80  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb. 

4o  lb  50  lb.  etc.,  and  snlices  or  same  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  you 
want  them  delivered.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH  PA 

WWe  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  awn  FROGS.  ’ 

i*or  sale; 

A  LINK  BELT  BUCKET  CONVEYOR 

about  200  leet  long,  including  wheels  and 
shaking,  also  a  fine  28  H.  P.  Fairbanks  & 
Morsegasollne  engine.  The  above  has  been 
very  little  used  and  is  offered  for  sale  on 
account  of  altering  and  enlarging  our  yard. 
This  Is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  dealers  who 
contemplate  making  an  up  to  date  small  yard. 
WM.  if.  JAMES  4  BRO..  5821  Halsted  3t„  Chicago 

FOR  SAIvE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  in.  gauge,  ton  capacity.  For 

further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN,  Quincy,  III. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co. ,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

If  you  are  in  the  market 
for  Mine  Equipment,  it 
will  pay  you  to  consult 
The  Black  Diamond. 

THE  OHIO  RAIL  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of 

LIGHT  STEEL  RAILS 

12,  16,  20,  25,  30,  35  and  40  lb. 

Also  Joints  and  Spikes. 

Mills  at  Sales  office, 

Newark,  O.  Park  Bldg.,  Pittsburg 

l 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 


=  &cugM& ddd  = 
WMetJrZ£LMCXr£/?<S*p/)fya 

-  //v  STJLtOi/IS - 


For  Sale 


Two  Steam  Mine 
Pumps,  in  good 
condition  —one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 


Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 


W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

STEEL 

RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 


Greene  self  dumpinc  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT.  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BlDG-.  Cleveland,  O. 


YOUGH  STEAM  PUMPS 

MANUFACTURED  nv  '  '  - 

BOYTS,  PORTER  &  COMPANY 

CONNELSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 


Electrical 
Power  Pump* 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pomps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Preaanre  Pompi 

Wood  Lined 
Nine  Pomps 

with 

Pot  Valve 
Water  Chamber 

Size:  4-inch  Pistons,  8-inch  Stroke,  4-inch  Suction,  3-inch  Discharge, 
80  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 

Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valvei.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
3  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


NINE 

PUMPS 

TANK 

PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 

PUMPS 

COMPOUND 

PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 


Size:  30xl6x36-inch  Double  Plunder,  Wood  Lined  Mine  Pump, 
14-inch  Suction,  12-mch  Discharge. 


john  d.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-30-35  43  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schoathal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )  The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  )  Mills.  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 
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Wagon  loading  from  overhead  bins  of  pocket  erected 
for  Julius  Knack,  Detroit.  Mich. 


QUICK— GLEAN— PROFITABLE 

Link~Belt  Coal  Pocket  Equipments 

offer  the  most  reliable  and  permanent  form  of  profit¬ 
able  coal  handling — 21c  a  ton  is  saved  over  manual 
methods;  quick  deliveries;  neatness  in  and  about 
the  yard  —  all  add  to  the  dealer’s  income. 

Wo  will  furnish  proof,  plans  and  estimates 

Link=Belt 

Company 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  INDIANAPOLIS 

NEW  YORK  PITTSBURGH  ST.  LOUIS  SEATTLE 

299  Broadway  1501  Park  Bldg.  Missouri  Trust  Bldg.  440  New  York  Block 
DENVER  NEW  ORLEANS 

Lindroth,  Shubart  d  Co.  W ilnrvot  Machinery  Co. 


ohn  Mitchell’s  Biography 

Character  Sketch, 
Picture,  and  Notes  of 
His  Life,  in  a  book  in¬ 
scribed  to  him,  de¬ 
voted  to  coal  mining 
law.  For  coal  com¬ 
panies,  inspectors, law¬ 
yers  and  mine  workers, 
worth  $3.00,  free  with 
a  subscription  to  “The 
Coal  Mining  Law  Jour¬ 
nal,”  Pub.  Mo.,  $2.00 
per  year,  payable  in 
advance  wherein  will 
be  published  all  coal 
mining  decisions  and 
laws  for  every  State. 
Recommended  by  coal 
mpanies,  lawyers,  inspectors  and  mine  workers, 
oal  Mining  Law  Publishing  Co., 
BELLEVILLE,  ILL. 


STEEL  TIPPLES 


AND  ■ 


Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Monadnock  Bldg. 
HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


BUSINESS  AID 


gives  in  a  nutshell  business  world 
news  and  views,  points  or  methods,  things  different  editors  are 
saying,  new  ideas  from  business  conventions,  busmess  law  news  for 
store  and  office,  business  law  answers,  etc.  It’s  a  unique  Business 
Magazme  you  want.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  Address 
“Business  Aid,”  112  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


“New  Points 

Magazine 

112  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

nership,  patents,  sales,  etc. 
helper,  trouble  saver. 


will  keep  you  posted  on  new 

points  being  laid  down  in  costly 
litigation  which  may  be  worth  a 
good  deal  to  know.  It  covers 
accounts,  contracts,  agency,  part- 
Try  it  a  year  for  25c;  4  months  10c.  It’s  a 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  G.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  Thi  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


34 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


-  [March 


J.  H.  DAVIS  President  No.  I  Broadway 
New  Yo  k 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


(( 
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R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


W.  F.  PARKER.  Manager 
Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.ra.tion 


From  Ihe  model  mines  ol  the  United  Stales  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co..  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coa 


Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  Ohio  or  by  Rive 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  ol  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORCUTTS  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


BreLnch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY,  1123  "*)e“ic 


Detroit,  Mich. 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DBS  MOINBS.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co., 


PITTSBURG 


Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Colre  Work*  Equipment. 


Phillips 
Patent 
Automatic 
Cross-Over 

Caf  Tip.  2  Springs  on  Horns  Protect  Cars. 

SCREENIN0  PLANTS  COMPLETE— Screen.,  Screen  Bin,  Chalet,  Nine  Ctrl,  .11  etyhn.  W.  make  th.  .nly  simple  tod  eacetieetal  patent  wait,  p.ck.l  Car  Wheel .0  th.  Market,  Let  us  anbmll  plana  and  eatlmati 


The  Simplest  and 
strongest  Tip 
made.  Guaran¬ 
teed  not  to  get  out 
of  order.  Capacity 
unlimited. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

_  ■  _  WB _ _ I  r _ UU!  n  nr  P/XO  I 


New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 
p  n  k  f 

DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF  VVIVt 


COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
'  produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,811  B-  T-  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.V?9 


Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 


-Branch  Offices 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


W.  J.  MAGEE,  Manager  and  Treasurer. 

J.  R.  THOMAS,  President. 

THE  CARBON  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Gas  and  Steam.  Coal  . 

“Carbon”  Splint  Domestic  Coal 

Mine,  on  Cnbln  Cr..k.  Knn.wh.  County.  W...  Virgin.,  on  Ch...p.nk.  .ng  Ohio  SHIPMENTS 

QUAL.TY  SUPER, OR  PR.EPAR.ATi ON  UNEXCELLED  PROMPT  SH.PMENTS 

CAPACITY  6000  TONS  A  DAY 

FIR.ST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING  CINCINNATI 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADERS 


ELECTRIC  and  STEAM 
PORTABLE  or  STATIONERY 


LITTLE  WONDER 
ROCKING  CRADLE 


LOADERS  FOR  ALL  BULK 
MATERIALS 


Electric  Loader  used  by  Oglesby  To  al  Co., '.Oglesby,  Ill. 


ECONOMIC,  RELIABLE 
DURABLE 


Over  300  Now  in  Use 


WRITE  US  TODAY 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 

_ ...  «  s'  i d  1  L n  IT  Q fovon c  AffpnL 


Ma^in.  Office  Factory 

OTTUMWA.  IOWA 


<  chip  ago  III  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent. 
BRANCHES  j  HOUSTON,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Mention  Thi  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser*. 
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W.  K.  FIBU),  Pr.iltwt  and  Treasurer. 


E.  B.  BEE8QK,  8  no  ratary  and  Auditor. 


*•  8.  MEBVnr,  Ca.hler. 


TLbc  IFlew  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 


MINEKS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF, 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 

From  tho  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 

MINES  :  GENERAL  0FPICES, 

Powell’s  Run  Nos.  i  and  3,  Cawthorne,  5°  BROAD  ST.,  COLUMBUS,  0. 

Murray  City,  Greendale,  SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

Equator,  Kittanninff.  AI1  Uppor  *nd  Lower  L**®  PortJ* 


REGISTERED 

“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 


No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


G.  M.  WOODWARD, 
Western  Sales  Agent.  1626-27 
Marquette  Bldg.,  Chieago,  III. 


^.NOURaNi 


Tti 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


Dickson  O.  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


Three  Bridge  Tramways 

Designed  and  built  for 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.’s  No.  6  Dock 
West  Superior,  Wis. 


The  Brown  Hoisting  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers,  Designers  and  Manufacturers  of 
HOISTING  MACHINERY  of  all  descriptions 

Main  Office  and  Works,  Cleveland,  0.  Branch  Offices,  New  York  &  Pittsburg 

4 
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POCAHONTAS 

TRADE  MARK  REGISTERED 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Ou  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B,  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
gradieg  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKBBBSS 

If  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  Indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain.  Germany,  and 
•  Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue?  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  C.*l 
Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 


Branch  Offices 

t  Broadway,  New  Vork  City,  N.  V 


Branch  Office* 

-  - - JW.  .  _  _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _  Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Citizens’ Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  VS.  i  South  I  *>th  Tarry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  I1L  DhllwHoinHia  D.nn,»iu.’ni.  European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 

50  Congress  "treet.  Boston,  Mass.  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vlce-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINQHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


trade  ADfllRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO.  sr^'cmcAco 

PINEY  FORK 

HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  A  I 

CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  wVMI- 

Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  Manufacturers  of  the  ^^Jf’krated  use. 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

I\r*  C IVITC  ATT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR  CLEVELAND 

Ala  LIN  I  O  A  I  Toledo  Detroit  erie  buffalo  Youngstown  akron 


aup  I  qaqi  ^  q  *  |  PO  m  «  jy  it  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 

''Ht  A  r  A  DLL  O  A  L  t  u  IV1  A  IN  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 

of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gsouine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cinoinnatiy  Ohio 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  everv 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  97  Cedar  st.,  New  York 


lONC  OISTANCE  TELEPHONI  CALL 
>  PECTOR  6820 


P.O.  BOX  1982 


WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDB-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DEXiAWABB  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  * 


BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 


Anthracite  and 
Bituminous 


COAL 


1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 
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Mines  Close  Awaiting  New  Agreements. 

President  Lewis  Evidences  a  Desire  for  a  New  Interstate  Wage  Agreement  and  Asks  the  Operators  to  Join 
Him — The  Lack  of  Lake  Boats  to  Carry  Coal  is  an  Important  Factor — Operations 
Are  Suspended  in  Two  Fields — Market  Prices  Flatten  Out. 


The  most  important  and  significant  event  in 
the  coal  trade  for  the  week  was  the  announce¬ 
ment  from  Columbus  that  Tom  L.  Lewis,  the 
new  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America,  has  requested  the  coal  operators 
of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois  to  assemble  at  Indianapolis  on  Mon¬ 
day  to  arrange  for  an  interstate  wage  confer¬ 
ence,  if  possible. 

This,  of  course,  will  be  only  another  pre¬ 
liminary  meeting,  but  the  circumstances  sur¬ 
rounding  it  are  entirely  different  from  those 
around  the  two  previous  preliminary  confer¬ 
ences,  because  those  operators  who  objected 
to  dealing  with  John  Mitchell  since  he  was 
about  to  retire,  can  have  no  objections  to 
dealing  with  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  now  perma¬ 
nently  installed  in  office. 

The  mines  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  Illinois  are  closed  down  in  the  main  and 
have  been  since  the  1st  of  April.  There  is 
nothing  unusual  in  this  because  such  an  action 
was  to  be  expected  since  the  various  states 
have  not  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  mine 
workers.  Indiana  has  elected  to  keep  the 
mines  open  on  the  old  scales  until  a  new 
agreement  is  made,  the  action  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  operators  in  this  respect  having  been 
forced  by  the  stand  taken  by  the  non-associa¬ 
tion  operators  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
state. 

While  the  coal  trade  is  mostly  concerned 
with  the  four  states  entering  the  interstate 
agreement  the  labor  situation,  for  the  minute, 
broadens  out  considerably  and  encompasses 
even  a  larger  part  of  the  country  than  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  past.  There  is  some 
difficulty  in  the  southwestern  competitive  field 
arising  not  from  any  differences  as  to  schedule 
but  from  the  fact  that  the  miners  have  shown 
a  disposition  to  disregard  the  validity  of  con¬ 
tracts  to  which  the  operators  object.  The 
operators  believe  that  the  present  is  the  best 
time  to  thrash  out  matters  of  this  kind  and  to 
force  the  mine  workers  to  a  realization  that  a 
contract  carries  certain  obligations  which 
must  be  respected  whether  the  times  are  good 
or  bad.  The  validity  of  the  contract  is  really 
the  issue  between  the  miners  and  operators 
in  that  section  and  will  likely  be  settled  in  a 
short  time  so  that  a  brief  suspension  only  is 
expected. 

In  Iowa  the  mines  have  been  closed  down 
temporarily  because  the  operators  and  miners 
have  not  been  able  to  get  together  on  terms. 
There  seems  to  be  a  general  disposition  to  let 
the  mines  stay  closed  for  a  while,  because 
the  demand  for  coal  is  not  such  as  to  war¬ 
rant  a  continuation  of  the  plants. 

The  Market  Outlook. 

As  to  just  how  long  the  coal  mines  will  be 
closed  depends  entirely  upon  the  turn  in  mar¬ 
ket  conditions.  Indications  are  that  the  mines 
can  be  closed  for  a  month  without  giving  any 
serious  inconvenience  to  any  coal  consumer, 
because  most  of  the  companies  have  sufficient 
stocks  on  hand  to  last  for  thirty  days  from 
the  first  of  April.  Some  even  are  prepared  to 
stand  a  mine  suspension  of  ninety  days.  Un¬ 
der  these  circumstances  the  mines,  resuming 
activity  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  would  find 
themselves  in  the  position  where  they  had  no 
market  for  their  output.  The  market  condi¬ 
tions,  therefore,  would  force  a  suspension  of 
operations  whether  there  were  an  agreement 
or  not.  Moreover  the  coal  operators  of  the 


four  states  in  question  are  assured  that  the 
adjoining  states  will  not  be  in  a  position  to 
ship  coal  into  their  territory  because  the  mar¬ 
ket  would  not  warrant  the  payment  of  profit¬ 
able  prices  to  the  operators  in  West  Virginia 
and  Kentucky  plus  the  additional  freight  rate 
which  would  get  this  coal  to  the  northern 
markets.  Both  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
have  to  pay  a  freight  rate  of  ten  cents  a  ton 
over  the  rate  that  is  usually  paid  by  their 
competitors  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ohio 
river.  In  order  to  get  such  prices  for  coal 
as  will  pay  the  cost  of  production  and  a  little 
profit  to  the  operators,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  more  southern  mines  to  sell  the  product 
in  the  northern  market  at  ten  cents  a  ton  over 
the  price  at  which  the  more  northern  mines 
can  dispose  of  their  output.  The  latter,  how¬ 
ever,  have  not  been  able,  in  the  last  couple 
of  weeks,  to  sell  their  coal  for  much  more 
than  the  cost  of  production  and  since  the  mar¬ 
ket  has  not  been  stimulated  a  particle  by  the 
talk  of  a  mine  suspension  or  the  actual  ces¬ 
sation  of  labor  there  is  no  probability  that 
any  consumer,  except  in  a  few  isolated  cases, 
would  be  willing  to  pay  such  prices  as  would 
make  shipment  of  more  southern  coal  into 
the  northern  market  a  profitable  undertak¬ 
ing. 

Such  few  new  orders  as  are  likely  to  come 
in  can  very  easily  be  taken  care  of  by  the 
mines  of  Indiana,  which  are  still  in  operation. 
It  is  even  more  than  likely  that  the  Indiana 
mines  will  not  be  able  to  find  a  market  for 
their  output.  Some  of  those  who  have  watched 
market  conditions  most  closely  are  very 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  Indiana  operators 
will  soon  have  to  close  regardless  of  their  re¬ 
cent  decision,  because  they  will  not  have  any 
business. 

Lake  Trade  Outlook. 

The  one  thing  that  disposes  the  eastern 
coal  operators  to  a  suspension  of  the  mines 
is  the  backward  state  of  the  lake  trade.  This 
has  been  lost  sight  of  completely  by  the  trade 
in  general  as  a  factor  in  the  present  situation. 
By  this  time  of  the  year  the  coal  producers 
in  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  begin  to 
make  shipments  to  the  northwest.  They  con¬ 
tinue  these  shipments  until  the  middle  of  De¬ 
cember.  Last  year  this  trade  amounted  to 
17,000,000  tons.  When  the  market  in  the  in¬ 
land  points  ceases,  with  the  approach  of 
spring,  attention  is  usually  turned  to  the  lake 
trade  in  the  northwestern  market,  which  is 
supplied  during  the  summer  months.  Under 
normal  conditions  the  northwest  would  begin 
to  take  coal  about  the  1st  of  April  and  the 
lake  trade  would  be  an  outlet  for  the  eastern 
mines.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  boat 
owners  begin  to  move  coal  to  the  northwest 
as  soon  as  the  ice  is  out  of  the  channels  con¬ 
necting  the  upper  and  lower  lakes.  This  year 
the  situation  is  almost  unique.  Last  year  the 
shipments  by  lake  exceeded  the  northwestern 
demand  by  over  three  million  tons.  There  is 
no  immediate  necessity  for  rushing  coal  to  any 
northwestern  market. 

What  is  more  to  the  point,  the  iron  ore 
shipments  from  the  head  of  the  lakes 
amounted  last  season  to  approximately.  42,- 
000,000  tons  or  a  gain  of  about  four  million 
tons  over  the  preceding  year.  While  exact 
figures  have  not  been  compiled  showing  the 
amount  of  ore  remaining  on  the  Lake  Erie 
docks  and  on  the  stock  piles  of  furnace  com¬ 
panies  in  the  Mahoning  and  Shenango  val¬ 


leys  and  in  the  Pittsburgh  district,  it  is  a  rea¬ 
sonable  assumption  that  enough  ore  is  on  hand 
to  last  these  furnace  companies  until  along 
in  October  or  possibly  into  November.  This 
is  a  direct  result  of  the  exceedingly  small 
consumption  of  iron  ore  during  the  winter  just 
come  to  a  close.  In  this  connection  it  is  a 
point  of  vital  importance  that  the  vessel  own¬ 
ers  make  all  of  their  money  on  down  bound 
cargoes,  namely,  iron  ore  and  grain,  and  only 
piece  out  their  earnings  by  the  movement  of 
coal  to  the  northwest.  When  there  is  no 
down  bound  business,  boats  can  not  be 
tempted  to  run. 

At  a  recent  meeting  in  Cleveland  the  vessel 
situation  was  very  thoroughly  canvassed  and 
the  decision  arrived  at  that  unless  the  boats 
were  kept  in  ordinary  until  the  1st  of  June 
both  the  contract  and  going  rates  would  be  re¬ 
duced  from  seventy-five  to  sixty  cents  a  ton 
on  iron  ore  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  to 
Lake  Erie  ports.  Of  course  such  rates  are 
not  to  be  thought  of  by  the  big  vessel  owners 
and  they  in  consequence  are  not  going  to  fit 
out  their  boats  until  about  the  middle  of  May. 
Since  these  boats  will  not  be  placed  in  opera¬ 
tion  there  will  be  comparatively  little  tonnage 
available  for  movement  of  coal  to  the  north¬ 
west.  As  a  natural  result  coal  mine  operators 
in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  could  not  move 
coal  to  the  northwest  by  water,  even  were 
they  disposed  to  do  so. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  all  rail  markets 
will  not  take  care  of  any  considerable  portion 
of  the  output  of  these  mines  for  the  next 
month  or  two,  and  since  there  is  no  outlet  by 
the  water  route  the  Ohio  and  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  operators  will  close  their  mines  per¬ 
force.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  and 
significant  things  in  the  whole  coal  trade  situ¬ 
ation  for  the  minute  and  explains  why  the  coal 
operators  are  perfectly  willing  to  have  their 
mines  closed  for  at  least  a  month  and  are  go¬ 
ing  about  negotiating  with  their  miners  in  a 
most  leisurely  fashion. 

i 

The  Labor  Negotiations. 

I 

The  labor  negotiations  for  the  last  week 
have  been  marked  by  the  utmost  deliberation. 
In  only  one  section,  the  Clearfield  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  there  been  any  precipitation 
in  arriving  at  an  understanding.  The  mine 
operators  and  mine  workers  in  that  territory 
got  together  the  latter  part  of  last  week  and 
succeeded,  in  two  days,  in  arriving  at  a  deci¬ 
sion  to  re-establish  last  year’s  wage  scale  as 
a  basis  for  this  year’s  operations.  The  mines 
in  that  district  are  consequently  in  a  position 
to  resume  work  whenever  the  market  condi¬ 
tions  warrant  and  in  fact  some  of  them  are 
continuing  operation  now.  Number  5  district 
of  western  Pennsylvania  disagreed  on  the 
question  of  arbitrating  all  differences  before 
a  strike  was  called.  The  mine  operators  took 
the  position  that  because  the  mine  workers 
had  a  difference  with  one  mine  belonging  to  a 
company,  they  had  no  right  to  close  all  the 
mines  of  that  company. 

In  Ohio  a  preliminary  meeting  was  held 
within  the  week  on  the  part  of  mine  operators. 
They  took  the  very  significant  position  that 
they  were  not  willing  to  negotiate  with  their 
miners  until  a  scale  had  been  adopted  for 
the  central  competitive  field.  This  was  a  very 
decided  action  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of 
the  interstate  wage  agreement.  In  this  respect 
Ohio  is  merely  supporting  the  position  taken 
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by  President  Lewis,  who  is  now  fighting  for 
the  restoration  of  the  interstate  agreement. 

In  Indiana  a  meeting  was  begun  on  Mon¬ 
day  at  Terre  Haute.  The  operators  decided 
to  ask  no  change  in  the  wage  scale,  but  to  in¬ 
sist  upon  a  revision  of  some  conditions  which 
have  been  slightly  bothersome  for  the,  last 
year  or  two.  The  mine  workers,  in  present¬ 
ing  their  demands,  adhered  to  the  last  year’s 
scale  as  far  as  pick  and  machine  mining  was 
concerned,  but  requested  some  advance  in  the 
pay  of  the  inside  day  workers.  This  they  de¬ 
clared  conformed  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
mine  operators  themselves,  who  have  com¬ 
plained  that  the  old  inside  day  scale  has  not 
given  them  the  number  of  men  and  the  class 
of  men  that  they  would  desire  for  this  work. 
When  the  demands  of  both  sides  were  pre¬ 
sented  on  Tuesday,  it  was  found  that  the  two 
were  so  close  together  that  an  agreement 
could  possibly  be  made  in  a  very  short  time 
and  hence  it  was  determined  to  continue  the 
mines  in  operation  until  a  definite  agreement 
had  been  reached.  The  miners  were  disposed 
to  insist  that  the  clause  imposing  a  fine  for 
calling  a  strike  be  eliminated  in  future  but  to 
this  the  operators  would  not  accede. 

In  Illinois  the  joint  scale  committee  got  to¬ 
gether  on  Monday  at  Springfield.  The  opera¬ 
tors  were  also  in  session  and,  on  Monday 
night,  a  vote  was  taken  to  decide  whether  the 
mines  should  be  continued  in  activity  until  a 
definite  agreement  had  been  reached.  This 
was  voted  down  by  both  sides  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  the  mines  closed  with  the  expiration 
of  the  contract  at  midnight  on  Tuesday.  The 
meeting  of  the  miners  and  mine  operations, 
which  has  continued  since  Monday  morning 
has  really  been  a  continuation  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  which  was  in  session  up  to  the  time 
when  the  last  informal  interstate  conference 
was  adjourned  without  action.  The  operators 
and  miners  in  lllnois  report  that  progress  has 
been  made  especially  through  the  work  of  the 
joint  scale  committee.  On  Tuesday  night  a 
recess  was  taken  until  Thursday  afternoon, 
when  the  joint  scale  committee  resumed  its 
work  and  it  was  expected  that  by  Friday 
the  scale  committee  would  be  able  to  make  a  re¬ 
port  and  that  the  operators  and  miners  could  con¬ 
tinue  negotiating  until  they  arrived  at  some  def¬ 
inite  understanding. 


So  much  for  what  has  been  done  in  the  state 
conferences  for  this  week.  The  outcome,  of 
course,  is  contingent  upon  whether  the  individual 
state  conferences  are  put  out  of  the  way  to  at¬ 
tend  an  interstate  wage  agreement.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  the  attitude  of  the  individual  states  to¬ 
ward  an,  interstate  agreement  becomes  of  the  ut¬ 
most  importance.  Ohio  has  expressed  itself  very 
forcefully  on  the  subject  of  an  interstate  agree¬ 
ment  by  passing  a  resolution  that  it  would  not 
deal  with  its  mine  workers  individually  until  a 
scale  had  been  adopted  for  the  central  competi¬ 
tive  field.  Although  Pennsylvania  has  taken  no 
such  decided  stand,  the  understanding  of  th« 
trade  is  that  whether  Indiana  and  Illinois  join  in 
an  interstate  agreement  Ohio  and  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  at  least  will  make  a  collective  bargain 
with  the  united  mine  workers.  Pennsylvania  will 
carry  out  her  part  of  the  program  even  though 
district  No.  5  of  the  miners  has  voted  against  en¬ 
tering  an  agreement  for  this  year,  while  express¬ 
ing  a  willingness  to  do  so  next  year.  The  oper¬ 
ators  of  Indiana  at  their  Terre  Haute  meeting 
took  a  very  definite  stand  with  regard  to  an  inter¬ 
state  agreement  by  saying  that  they  were  per¬ 
fectly  willing  to  make  a  collective  bargain  with 
the  miners,  provided  that  prior  to  the  issuance  of 
the  call  for  an  interstate  agreement  they  had  not 
made  an  individual  bargain  with  the  men  of  that 
state.  It  hinges  very  largely,  therefore,  as  far  as 
Indiana  is  concerned,  upon  whether  the  call  for 
the  interstate  agreement  is  sent  out  in  a  com¬ 
paratively  short  time.  The  attitude  of  Illinois  is 
not  dissimilar  to  that  of  Indiana,  although  Illinois 
can  hardly  be  said  to  be  as  luke-warm  on  the  in¬ 
terstate  wage  agreement  as  its  sister  state  to  the 
east.  Moreover,  Illinois  is  not  as  near  to  a  con¬ 
clusion  of  its  negotiations  as  is  the  state  of  In¬ 
diana.  The  best  advices  are  that  it  will  take  at 
least  two  weeks  more  for  Illinois  to  thrash  out  all 
matters  now  pending  before  the  state  conference. 

The  prospects  are  for  a  quick  action  on  the 
question  of  calling  an  interstate  wage  conference. 
Likewise  the  prospects  are  bright  for  the  issu¬ 
ance  of  such  a  call.  President  Lewis  has  asked 
the  mine  operators  of  the  four  states  to  meet  him 
and  his  men  at  Indianapolis  on  Monday.  It  is 
expected  that  since  the  states  are  so  willing  to 
enter  an  interstate  agreement  it  will  not  take 
more  than  two  days  to  arrive  at  a  decision  to 
issue  a  call,  the  only  real  objection  that  the  mine 
operators  had  at  the  two  previous  meetings  to  is¬ 
suing  a  call  for  an  interstate  agreement  was  that 


they  would  have  to  deal  with  President  Mitchell, 
whereas  his  term  of  office  was  about  to  expire. 
Now  that  Mr.  Mitchell  has  retired  from  office 
and  Mr.  Lewis  is  established  in  his  room,  there 
can  be  no  further  objection  on  this  score,  and  an 
interstate  agreement  can  be  called  without  preju¬ 
dice.  It  would  take,  after  Tuesday,  possibly  the 
remainder  of  the  week  to  assemble  the  delegates 
to  an  interstate  conference,  and  consequently  it 
would  be  entirely  possible  to  open  the  general  in¬ 
terstate  conference  by  April  13  or  14.  This 
would  give  about  ten  days  to  two  weeks  for  fur¬ 
ther  negotiations  between  the  miners  and  the  op¬ 
erators,  and  would  permit  the  opening  of  the 
mines  by  about  the  27th  or  28th  of  April,  which 
would  mean  a  mine  suspension  of  about  four 
weeks,  or  about  what  the  operators  have  counted 
as  the  least  time  that  the  mines  could  close  down 
to  have  any  salutary  effect  upon  the  market. 

Meanwhile  the  situation  in  the  southwest  is 
likely  to  have  some  influence  upon  the  conditions 
in  the  middle  west  and  the  middle  east..  It  was 
feared  for  a  time  that  if  the  mines  in  western 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  to 
close  some  coal  would  be  shipped  to  their  mar¬ 
kets  coming  from  the  southwestern  competitive 
field.  This  was  true  especially  of  those  markets 
which  are  common  to  all  operators,  namely,  in 
the  northwest.  Now  that  the  southwestern  mines 
are  closed  temporarily  on  account  of  labor  nego¬ 
tiations,  it  will  not  be  possible  for  them  to  ship 
any  coal  into  the  northwestern  markets  nor  to 
supply  the  western  railroads  with  fuel.  The  lat¬ 
ter  not  having  a  dependable  supply  of  coal,  will 
be  willing  to  pay  better  prices  when  the  mines 
are  able  to  resume,  and  hence  it  will  be  possible 
for  the  operators  to  resume  work  with  a  chance 
of  reasonable  good  profit.  Since  the  southwest¬ 
ern  situation  as  far  as  labor  affairs  are  con¬ 
cerned  are  much  simpler  than  in  the  central  com¬ 
petitive  field,  it  is  hardly  believed  the  southwest¬ 
ern  mines  will  remain  idle  as  long  as  will  those 
of  the  central  competitive  field.  It  is  believed 
that  two  weeks  will  be  about  the  limit  of  the  mine 
suspension  in  the  southwest,  with  three  weeks  as 
the  outside  limit. 

As  far  as  Iowa  is  concerned,  it  is  expected  that 
the  mines  there  will  come  to  terms  with  their  men 
and  will  resume  operations  inside  of  a  couple  of 
weeks.  The  labor  situation,  consequently,  is 
highly  important  just  now  and  seems  to  be  work¬ 
ing  to  a  very  satisfactory  turn  of  affairs  for  all 
concerned. 


Big  Combination  of  Retail  Yards. 


Official  announcement  is  made  this  week  of 
the  formation  of  the  City  Fuel  Company  of 
Chicago  to  take  over  the  retail  department,  in¬ 
cluding  yards,  horses,  wagons,  stables  and  all 
the  other  retail  facilities  of  the  Peabody  Coal 
Company,  the  Anthracite-Bituminous  Company, 
Globe  Coal  Company  and  the  Miami  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  This  merger  of  retail  yards  in  Chicago 
took  effect  on  April  1. 

The  consolidation  embraces  twenty-two  ter¬ 
minal  yards  located  in  all  sections  of  the  city 
of  Chicago;  owns  and  employs  three  hundred 
teams;  and  has  a  storage  capacity  of  at  least 
500,000  tons  of  coal.  To  take  care  of  this  busi¬ 
ness  the  City  Fuel  Company  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Illinois 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,750,000.  There  is  one 
issue  of  stock  which  will  be  permanent  and  the 
company  has  no  funded  debt.  Temporarily 
there  is  a  small  issue  of  first  preferred  stock 
issued  in  payment  for  coal  left  on  the  various 
yards  absorbed  by  the  City  Fuel  Company  but 
this  first  preferred  stock  will  be  retired  as  soon 
as  the  coal  on  hand  has  been  sold.  The  City 
Fuel  Compaii"  has  ben  organized  by  the  elec- 
lion  of  F.  S.  Peabody  as  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors;  F.  W.  Upham  as  president;  John 
T.  Connery  as  vice-president  and  George  F. 
Getz  as  vice-president  and  general  manager. 
These  gentlemen,  in  connection  with  some  at¬ 
torneys,  will  constitute  the  board  of  directors 
while  the  officers  of  the  compauy  will  con¬ 
stitute  an  executive  committee  that  will  pass 
.upon  all  questions  of  policy  and  will  also  map 
out  the  details  of  the  organization. 

To  all  appearances  the  City  Fuel  Company 


is  local  to  Chicago  but  in  certain  respects  it 
brings  into  existence  an  organization  which 
will  probably  solve  some  questions  of  interest 
to  the  national  coal  trade.  If  the  expectations 
of  those  who  formed  the  company  are  realized 
it  will  introduce  an  entirely  new  method  of 
doing  business  in  the  retail  coal  trade.  As  this 
indicates,  the  City  Fuel  Company  is  a  step  in 
the  evolution  of  the  retail  coal  business  and  is 
not  merely  a  consolidation  of  retail  local  yards. 
Some  important  problems  have  been  confront¬ 
ing  the  retail  trade  of  the  larger  cities  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  a  city  like  Chicago,  and 
equally  in  some  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
United  States  which  do  not  approach  in  size 
the  dimensions  of  Chicago,  the  retail  coal 
dealer  has  been  confronted  with  this  problem. 
He  has  either  found  it  necessary  to  limit  his 
operations  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his 
yard  or  he  has  been  compelled  to  make  long 
hauls  in  which  there  is  no  profit.  The  only 
alternative  has  been  to  establish  yards  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  city  and  thus  spread  out  his 
business,  running  the  chance  of  undertaking 
too  great  an  expansion  of  trade  for  the  amount 
of  capital  at  his  disposal.  Most  of  the  retail 
dealers,  being  confronted  with  this  problem, 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  safest 
policy  has  been  to  limit  his  trade  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity  of  his  yard. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  has  been  prac¬ 
tically  impossible  for  him  to  do  the  kind  of 
advertising  he  would  like  to  do,  especially  to 
advertise  in  the  local  papers,  and,  of  course, 
his  trade  has  been  limited  by  the  natural  limi¬ 


tations  placed  upon  his  advertising  capabilities. 
Recently  the  coal  dealers  of  New  York  have 
started  to  discuss  the  question  of  deliveries 
hoping  to  arrive  at  some  scheme  whereby 
dealers  could  do  hauling  for  each  other  and 
thus  permit  the  individual  to  expand  his  trade 
zone  without  necessitating  that  he  should  use 
his  teams  in  making  extraordinarily  long  hauls. 

At  this  juncture,  when  the  retail  coal  trade 
is  turning  over  this  rather  serious  problem  in 
its  mind,  the  City  Fuel  Company  of  Chicago 
comes  into  existence  and  introduces  a  method 
which  promises  to  be  a  partial  solution,  at 
least,  of  this  tangled  question.  To  those  who 
are  familiar  with  the  geography  of  Chicago 
the  subjoined  statement  of  the  location  of  the 
yards  controlled  by  the  Peabody  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  will  show  that  they  are  scattered  all  over 
the  city  and  are  convenient  to  almost  any  mar¬ 
ket,  inside  the  city  of  Chicago. 

This  convenient  location  of  yards  becomes 
important  in  connection  with  the  announce¬ 
ment  made  by  Fred  W.  Upham,  president  of 
the  new  company,  that  this  concern  will  make 
deliveries  for  any  retail  dealer  in  the  city  of 
Chicago.  The  coal  will  be  sold  by  the  City 
Fuel  Company  to  the  retailer  at  wholesale 
prices  and  the  regular  cartage  rate  will  be 
charged  for  making  the  delivery.  At  the  same 
time  the  integrity  of  the  individual  dealer’s 
business  will  be  preserved  by  the  fact  that  the 
individual  dealer’s  ticket  will  be  delivered  in 
connection  with  the  coal  and,  where  the  busi¬ 
ness  with  the  individual  dealer  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  it,  the  wagons  of  the  City  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  will  either  be  lettered  in  the  name  of  the 
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F.  W.  Upham,  President. 

embarrassment  along  this  line  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  City  Fuel  Company  to  carry  in 
stock,  at  its  yards,  the  higher  grade  coals  of 
various  qualities  and  to  this  end  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  producers  of  the  highest 
quality  of  all  domestic  coals  for  an  abundant 
supply  the  year  round.  In  making  deliveries 
for  other  dealers  only  the  highest  grades  of 
coal  will  be  shipped  on  orders,  unless  the  indi¬ 
vidual,  who  desires  shipment  made,  shall  spe¬ 
cify  to  the  contrary.  This  will  be  one  of  the 
main  features  of  the  new  City  Fuel  Company, 
but  there  will  be  others  of  considerable  im¬ 
portance. 

It  is  realized  of  course  that  in  consolidation 
there  is  always  a  possibility  of  economy  in 
operation.  The  City  Fuel  Company  is  aiming 
at  this  economy  by  the  consolidation  of  the 
yards  and  to  that  end  it  is  mapping  out  a  very 
complete  operating  policy,  the  details  in  this 
regard  devolving  upon  the  executive  committee 
which  is  made  up  of  four  of  the  best  informed 
coal  men  in  the  entire  city  of  Chicago.  The 
principal  aim  is  going  to  be  such  a  location  of 
the  barns  and  equipment  of  the  company  as  to 
limit  the  length  of  the  hauls.  The  wagons  will 
not  be  permitted  to  cover  any  more  territory 
than  is  economical  and,  by  pursuing  this  policy, 
it  is  hoped  to  get  the  greatest  possible  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  haulage  facilities  of  the  larger 
company.  In  addition  to  that  it  is  natural  to 
assume  that  the  company,  buying  in  such  large 
quantities,  will  be  able  to  get  its  fuel  at  a  lower 
price  than  the  man  who  buys  piece  meal. 
Point  is  given  to  this  when  it  is  known  that  in 
recent  years  the  yards,  making  up  the  new 
company,  have  shown  sales  aggregating  in 
value  $15,000,000  a  year.  These  yards  have 
done  this  amount  of  business  in  the  past  and  it 
is,  of  course,  expected  that,  with  the  selling 
force  and  the  methods  to  be  employed  by  the 
new  company,  these  sales  will  be  materially 
increased  in  the  future. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  location 
of  each  yard,  the  name  of  the  company  which 
originally  owned  it  and  the  line  of  railroad 


upon  which  it  is  located.  This  will  give  an 
idea  of  what  the  possibilities  of  the  company 
are  for  making  deliveries. 

Y  ards. 


Lincoln  Ave . 

•  Peabody. . . . , 

..C. 

&  N.  W.  Ry. 

California  Ave . 

•  A.  B.  C.  Co. 

..C. 

&  N.  W.  Ry. 

North  Ave . 

.  Miami . 

..C. 

&  N.  W.  Ry. 

Division  &  Cherry.. 

•  Peabody. . . . . 

..C. 

M.  &  St.  P.  Ry. 

Busse  Dock . 

•  Peabody. . .  . 

.  .C. 

M.  &  St.  P.  Ry. 

Kedzie  Ave . 

.  Miami . 

.  .c. 

&  N.  W.  Ry. 

Suffern  . 

.Peabody. . .  . 

.  .c. 

B.  &  Q.  Ry. 

Blue  Island  Ave.... 

.  Miami . 

.  .c. 

B.  &  Q.  Ry. 

18th  &  Sangamon... 

.Globe . 

..c. 

B.  &  Q.  Ry. 

Newberry  Ave . 

.Globe . 

.  .B. 

&  O.— C.  T.  T. 

Ry. 

14th  St.  Team  Track. 

.  Miami . 

.  .C. 

&  E.  I.— I.  C. 

Ry. 

South  Park  Ave.... 

. Peabody. . .  . 

.  .1. 

C.  Ry. 

26th  &  Canal . 

. Peabody. . . . 

.  .c. 

&  E.  I.— Belt. 

34th  &  Center . 

•  Globe . 

..c. 

J.  Ry. 

35th  &  Butler . 

.  Peabody. . .  . 

.  .c. 

&  E.  I.  Ry. 

35th  &  Armour . 

•  Globe . 

.  .L. 

S.  &  M.  S. 

Ry. 

39th  &  Butler . 

, .  Miami . 

.  .C. 

L  Ry. 

40th  &  Wentworth.. 

.Peabody.  .  .  . 

.  .C. 

J.  Ry. 

47th  St . 

•  Peabody. . . . 

.  .Belt  Ry. 

59th  &  Wallace . 

.  Peabody. . . . 

.  .  Belt  Ry. 

78th  &  Wallace . 

. Peabody. . . . 

. .  Erie  (sub  let). 

C.  &  E.  I.  Tunnel.. 

.  Peabody. . . . 

.  .C. 

&  E.  I.  Ry. 

C.  &  A.  Tunnel . 

.  Peabody. . .  . 

.  X. 

&  A.  Ry. 

1.  C.  Tunnel . 

.  Peabody. . . . 

1 

C.  Ry. 

Robey  St.  (Hibner). 

.Globe . 

.  X. 

&  N.  W.  Ry. 

Niles  Center . 

.  Miami . 

.  X. 

&  N.  W.  Ry. 

Morton  Grove . 

.  Miami . 

..c. 

&  N.  W.  Ry. 

Individual  circulars  have  been  issued  by  the 
Peabody  Coal  Company,  The  Globe  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Miami  Coal  Company  announ¬ 
cing  the  sale  of  the  retail  departments.  It  is 
realized,  of  course,  that  each  one  of  these  con¬ 
cerns  has  not  only  been  doing  a  retail  busi¬ 
ness  but,  to  a  certain  extent,  has  been  engaged 


John  T.  Connery,  Vice-President. 

in  jobbing  and  to  a  larger  extent  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  operation  of  coal  mines.  It  is 
not  the  intention,  in  future,  to  abandon  either 
the  jobbing  or  the  operating  end  of  the  various 
companies  and  the  individual  announcements 
of  each  is  to  the  effect  that  the  old  quarters 
will  be  retained  and  the  jobbing  and  producing 
business  will  be  continued  as  heretofore  under 
the  original  names.  The  only  change  is  that 
the  Peabody  Coal  Company’s  operating  and 
jobbing  office  will  be  located  on  the  eighteenth 
floor  of  the  American  Trust  building  instead  of 
the  seventeenth  as  heretofore.  The  mines  and 
coal  washeries  located  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Ohio,  with  a  capacity  of  15,000  tons  per  day, 
will  be  operated  as  heretofore.  The  Miami 
Coal  Company  and  the  Globe  Coal  Company 
will  continue  their  operating  and  jobbing  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Old  Colony  building  where  they 
have  been  located  prior  to  this  time. 

The  personnel  of  the  new  company  is  most 
interesting.  The  executive  head,  Fred  W.  Up¬ 
ham,  became  first  known  to  the  Chicago  busi¬ 
ness  world  through  his  connection  with  the  F.  W. 
Upham  Lumber  Company.  Later  he  became 
associated  with  the  Peabody  Coal  Company, 


Geo.  F.  Getz,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen.  Manager. 

west,  has  made  his  name  familiar  to  the  coal 
consumers  over  a  large  territory.  John  T. 
Connery,  the  creator  and  president  of  the 
Miami  Coal  Company,  has  also  been  a  large 
factor  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade  and  has  de- 
( Concluded  on  Page  25.) 


F.  S.  Peabody,  Chairman  of  Board. 

system  of  mines  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Ohio 
which  have  grown  to  the  point  that  their  daily 
capacity  is  now  15,000  tons.  This,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  retail  business  in  Chicago  and 
his  lake  and  all-rail  shipments  into  the  north- 


dealer  who  desires  the  delivery  of  coal  or  a 
sign  will  be  hung  on  the  wagon,  oyer  the  name 
of  the  City  Fuel  Company,  containing  the 
name  of  the  dealer  whose  order  is  being  filled. 

Quality  of  Coal. 

i  Naturally  some  question  as  to  the  quality  of 

the  coal  inserts  itself  at  this  point.  Most  of 
the  dealers  pride  themselves  upon  the  quality 
of  the  coal  which  they  deliver  to  the  trade  and 
would  not  be  willing  to  permit  another  com¬ 
pany  to  make  deliveries  fearing  substitution  of 
a  lower  grade  coal.  In  order  to  avoid  any 


was  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business 
and  then  went  into  politics  and  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  of  review.  More  recently  he 
has  been  made  president  of  the  Illinois  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Association  and  now  is  the  head  of 
the  largest  retail  coal  business  in  the  city  of 
Chicago.  F.  S.  Peabody,  who  is  the  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  new  company, 
has  been  a  factor  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade  for 
a  number  of  years.  As  indicated  by  the  fore¬ 
going  paragraph  he  has  been  building  up  a 
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Jupiter  Mines  at  DuQuoin,  Illinois. 


When  the  Jupiter  mines  Nos.  1  and  5,  at  Du 
Quoin,  Ill.,  were  purchased  in  October,  1905,  by 
Messrs.  Turley,  Kilgen  and  Rule,  of  St.  Louis, 
they  had  been  shut  down  and  standing  idle  for  a 
year,  along  with  the  other  properties  of  the  Wea¬ 
ver  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 

During  this  time  other  mines  had  been  devel¬ 
oped,  and  all  the  men  that  had  not  found  em¬ 
ployment  had  sought  other  employment,  so  that 
when  these  mines  were  started  up  there  was  an 
immediate  demand  for  500  more  men  than  were 
available. 

The  No.  1  property,  after  cleaning  up,  was  able 
to  place  about  fifty  miners,  the  entries  having  been 
stopped  some  time  before  the  shut  down,  so  that 
it  was  necessary  to  get  the  entries  going  at 
once,  in  order  to  place  more  miners  and  increase 
the  tonnage.  The  No.  5  was  only  partially 
equipped,  and  the  development  work  amounted  to 
the  extension  of  about  100  feet  of  two  pair  of 
cross  entries,  on  the  north  side  of  the  mine,  the 
south  side  having  only  about  300  feet  of  main 
and  back  entry  driven.  The  entire  mine  was  full 
of  water. 

While  No.  1  was  started  up  at  once  and  run  to 
the  best  advantage  possible,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  the  No.  5  was  not  in  reality  started  until 


I.  T.  Robinson,  Superintendent. 


the  expiration  and  renewal  of  the  contract  with 
the  mine  workers,  which  came  April  1  following. 

In  the  meantime  the  work  of  installing  boilers, 
hoisting  engines,  tracks,  scales,  etc.,  was  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  mine  was  pumped  out,  and  started 
to  work  June  1,  1906.  As  the  tonnage  was  very 
small  to  start  with,  the  company  did  not  feel  dis¬ 
posed  to  make  any  contracts,  keeping  the  entire 
output  free  for  the  open  market.  At  this  time, 
and  during  the  entire  year  of  1906,  the  railroad 
was  unable  to  supply  more  than,  forty  per  cent  of 
the  cars  required  to  load  the  commercial  coal 
mined  in  the  field,  and  the  fact  that  such  a  sup¬ 
ply  made  it  impossible  to  run  the  mines  more 
than  two  or  three  days  per  week,  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  make  any  kind  of  progress  toward  devel¬ 
oping  a  higher  tonnage ;  in  fact,  impossible  to 
keep  sufficient  men  in  the  mines  to  maintain  the 
rating  started  with,  while  the  driving  of  the  en¬ 
try  and  the  turning  of  new  rooms,  etc.,  placed 
the  mines  in  physical  condition  to  entitle  them  to 
a  much  increased  rating.  The  plan  adopted  by  the 
railroad  company  was  to  give  a  test  run  of  foqr 
or  five  days’  duration,  and  then  fix  the  rating  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tonnage  hoisted  during  such  run. 
The  fact  that  the  mines  were  only  running  two  to 
three  days  per  week  made  it  impossible  to  keep 


the  working  places  filled,  as  the  intent  of  the  rail¬ 
road  company  was  that  these  test  runs  should  be 
arranged  and  actually  made  without  previous  no¬ 
tice  to  the  mining  company,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  demonstrate  the  physical  ability  of  the  mines 
to  produce  a  higher  tonnage  by  making  a  special 


effort  to  place  men  in  all  the  working  places  dur¬ 
ing  the  run.  This  state  of  affairs  continued  dur¬ 
ing  the  entire  year,  and  practically  no  showing 
was  made  in  the  way  of  getting  an  increased  rat¬ 
ing.  This  was  a  very  discouraging  period,  and 
resulted  in  the  natural  policy  of  curtailing  ex¬ 
penses  and  moving  along  the  line  of  retrenchment 
until  such  time  as  some  improvement  in  the  situ¬ 
ation  could  be  effected. 

Finally,  during  1907,  the  company  negotiated  a 


contract  to  furnish  fuel  coal  to  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany,  thereby  securing  a  considerable  addition  to 
the  car  supply,  as  only  the  cars  furnished  for  load¬ 
ing  coal  for  the  trade  were  reckoned  in  the  dis¬ 
tribution.  With  the  beginning  of  this  policy  be¬ 
gan  the  first  progress  of  the  mines  toward  an  in¬ 
crease  in  tonnage,  and  since  its  adoption  things 


have  moved  along  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner, 
each  mine  being  at  the  present  time  in  shape  to 
produce  an  average  of  500  tons  per  day,  and 
having  little  difficulty  to  secure  an  increase  in 
rating  when  asked  for. 

No.  1  was  equipped  in  the  beginning  with  a 


very  substantial  plant,  having  an  easy  capacity 
of  1,200  tons  per  day,  boiler  capacity  300  h.  p., 
double  hoisting  engines,  with  six-foot  drum,  self¬ 
dumping  cages,  three  track  tipple  and  shaking 
screen,  standard  weigh  hopper  and  scale,  Ottumwa 
box  car  loader,  track  scale  and  tracks  with  ca¬ 
pacity  of  1,500  tons  empties  and  same  amount  of 
loads,  and  also  a  ventilating  plant  of  generous  ca¬ 
pacity.  To  the  plant  was  added  last  year  a 
washing  plant  equipped  with  Stewart  jigs  having 


a  capacity  of  fifty  tons  per  hour,  so  that  the  mine 
is  fully  equipped  and  regularly  turns  out  the 
standard  grades  of  lump,  egg,  and  washed  coal. 

No.  5,  being  a  new  mine,  has  also  a  new  equip¬ 
ment  throughout,  consisting  of  300  h.  p.  boiler 
plant,  standard  Litchfield  first  motion  hoisting  en¬ 
gines  with  six-foot  drum,  self-dumping  cages, 


View  of  No.  1  Mine,  Showing  Washery. 


No.  5,  Tipple. 
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three  track  tipple  and  shaking  screens,  standard 
weigh  hopper  and  scales,  20x6  Litchfield  fan,  two 
track  scales,  ample  tracks  for  both  loads  and  emp¬ 
ties,  the  whole  being  designed  to  handle  an  out¬ 
put  of  2,000  tons  per  day.  To  this  was  added  last 


year  a  compressor  and  machine  plant  for  driving 
entry.  This  mine  regularly  turns  out  standard 
grades  of  lump  and  egg,  while  the  screenings  are 
switched  over  to  the  washing  plant  at  No.  1. 

A  short  time  ago  these  valuable  mines  were 
leased  for  a  term  of  five  years  by  C.  B.  Ebbert 
and  F.  J.  Posta,  of  Chicago,  who  formed  the  Ju¬ 


piter  Collieries  Company,  to  take  them  over  and 
operate  them,  while  the  selling  is  done  through 
the  West  Virginia  and  Western  Company,  of 
which  these  two  men  are  president  and  treasurer, 
respectively. 


I.  T.  Robinson,  superintendent  of  the  Jupiter 
mines  No.  1  and  5,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Missouri,  his  native  state,  and  began 
his  career  as  a  “mining  man”  in  1889  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  in  the  lead  and  zinc  district. 
For  ten  years  he  was  associated  with  mining  op¬ 
erations,  always  on  the  “firing  line,”  and  learned 


the  details  of  the  different  departments  of  the 
business  by  practical  experience  and  continual 
study,  being  always  a  student  of  mines,  operat¬ 
ing  methods  and  machinery. 

On  the  first  of  the  year  of  1900  he  resigned  his 
position  as  superintendent  of  the  Center  Valley 
property  of  the  “American  Zinc,  Lead  and 
Smelting  Company  to  take  mine  construction 
work,  and  continued  in  this  line  for  three  years, 
erecting  mining  and  concentrating  plants  in  the 
lead  and  zinc  districts  of  Missouri  and  Wisconsin 
and  the  Indian  Territory.  Being  always  much 
interested  in  coal  mining  methods,  Mr.  Robinson 
spent  much  time  inspecting  and  studying  opera¬ 
tions  in  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Indian  Territory, 
finally  coming  to  Illinois  in  1903,  and  continuing 
his  work  in  this  line,  at  Staunton,  as  a  protege 
of  J.  P.  Hebenstreit,  then  general  superintendent 
of  the  properties  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company  in  that  field,  and  now  general  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  properties  of  the  Bessemer 
Washed  Coal  Company. 

About  this  time  J.  E.  Rutlege,  of  the  Rutlege 
&  Taylor  Coal  Company,  had  secured  a  large 
acreage  and  organized  the  New  Staunton  Coal 
Mining  Company.  Mr.  Rutlege  let  the  con¬ 
tract  for  the  sinking  and  equipment  of  the  new 
mine  to  the  W.  B.  Rose  Construction  Company, 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Mr.  Robinson  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  this  company  as  superintendent  of  this 
work,  this  being  his  first  important  working  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  Illinois  coal  fields. 

J.  S.  Turley  was  at  this  time  associated  with 
ML  Rutlege’s  company  as  sales  manager,  and 
the  friendly  relationship  developed  during  the 
progress  of  the  construction  work  of  this  mine 
resulted  in  Mr.  Robinson’s  going  to  Du  Quoin 
and  assuming  the  superintendency  of  these  prop¬ 
erties  when  they  were  acquired  and  the  Jupiter 
Coal  &  Mining  Company  was  organized  in  No¬ 
vember,  1905.  From  that  time  until  the  present 
he  has  had  entire  charge  of  the  work  of  construc¬ 
tion,  development  and  operation  of  these  proper¬ 
ties. 


No.  1,  Mine. 


Cause  and  Remedy  of  Explosions 

By  Andrew  Roy 


I  propose  in  this  paper  to  discuss  the  causes 
of  the  recent  terrible  explosions  which  have 
occurred  in  the  coal  mines  in  the  United  States 
and  to  suggest  a  remedy  to  lessen  their  fre¬ 
quency.  It  can  scarcely  be  .expected  that  these 
heart-rending  catastrophies  will  ever  be  wholly 
eliminated,  for  it  is  human  to  err,  but  with  bet¬ 
ter  enforcement  of  the  laws  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  human  life  now  on  the  statute  books  and 
the  addition  of  some  needed  legislation  they  can 
be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Man  for  man  employed,  and  ton  for  ton  mined, 
we  are  annually  killing  and  maiming  more  men 
in  our  coal  mines  than  all  the  coal-producing 
countries  in  the  world.  The  vast  destruction 
of  human  life,  it  is  well  to  state,  occur  more 
frequently  in  coal  fields  in  which  the  miners 
are  forbidden  by  their  employers  from  forming 
organizations  for  mutual  protection. 

The  first  explosion  which  occurred  in  our  coal 
mines  took  place  on  the  24th  of  January,  1884, 
at  the  Crested  Butte  mine,  in  Colorado.  There 
were  sixty-seven  men  in  the  mine  when  the 
accident  occurfed  and  only  eight  of  them  were 
recovered  alive.  Before  this  time  there  had 
been  quite  a  number  of  mine  explosions  at  one 
mine  and  another,  but  the  number  of  fatalities 
were  few  and  they  excited  only  local  attention. 

Less  than  a  month  after  the  occurrence  of  the 
Crested  Butte  disaster  an  explosion  occurred 
at  the  Pocahontas  mine  in  Virginia,  by  which  the 
whole  population  of  the  mine  was  destroyed,  a 
hundred  and  nine  in  number.  The  mine  was 
comparatively  new,  less  than  twenty  acres  of 
coal  having  been  mined  out.  The  superintendent 
and  manager  insisted  that  the  fire-damp  had 
never  been  met  in  the  workings,  and  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  coal  company  requested  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers  to  send  a 
committee  of  expert  members  to  examine  the 
mine  to  determine  the  cause  of  the  explosion. 

The  committee  reported  that  they  found  no 


fire-damp  in  the  mine,  and  were  not  certain 
whether  the  workings  made  fire-damp  or  not; 
and  concluded  that  the  explosion  was  due  either 
to  coal  dust  alone  or  to  dust  quickened  by  an 
admixture  of  fire-damp,  too  slight  to  be  de¬ 
tected  by  ordinary  means. 

This  was  the  first  time  that  the  question  of 
coal  dust  explosion  had  been  raised  in  the 
United  States.  But  as  early  as  1845,  Messrs. 
Lyell  and  Faraday,  two  eminent  British  chem¬ 
ists,  who  were  sent  by  the  government  to  inves¬ 
tigate  the  cause  of  several  recent  mine  explosions, 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  fire-damp  was 
not  the  only  force  in  colliery  explosions,  where 
dry  and  fine  coal  dust  existed  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties.  The  mine  superintendents  and  mining 
engineers  of  England  ridiculed  the  idea  that  coal 
dust  was  capable  of  either  causing  or  extending 
explosions.  But  the  practical  men  were  wrong 
and  the  scientific  men  were  right,  as  has  been 
demonstrated  beyond  cabal  or  dispute  by  dearly 
bought  experience. 

In  1879  the  Chesterfield  and  Derbyshire  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Mining  Engineers  made  a  series  of  experi¬ 
ments  with  coal  dust,  and  came  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  although  coal  dust  can  be  inflamed  under 
specially  arranged  conditions,  only  ignition  of  the 
dust  results.  The  researches  of  Mr.  William  Gal¬ 
loway,  one  of  the  British  mine  inspectors,  who 
later  made  a  series  of  elaborate  experiments  with 
dust,  came  to  the  same  conclusion  at  first,  but 
later  discovered  that  the  dust  of  coal  containing  a 
high  percentage  of  volatile  combustible  matter, 
would  without  the  presence  of  any  quantity  ot 
fire-damp  in  the  air,  produce  as  fatal  and  de¬ 
structive  explosions  in  dry  and  dusty  mines  as 
that  of  fire-damp. 

Following  Mr.  Galloway’s  researches  the  gov¬ 
ernments  of  France,  Germany  and  Great  Britain 
each  apoointed  special  commissions  of  scientific 
men  to  investigate  the  cause  of  explosions  in  coal 
mines.  The  French  commission  concluded  that 


coal-dust  alone  could  only  give  rise  to  local  ex¬ 
plosions  of  limited  extent.  The  English  commis¬ 
sion  were -almost  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that 
coal  dust  itself  is  not  inflammable  to  any  serious 
extent,  and  no  instances  had  come  under  their 
observation  of  explosions  being  caused  by  coal 
dust  alone;  but  that  while  coal  dust  could  not  of 
itself  cause  an  explosion  it  intensifies  its  power 
and  extent.  The  German  commission,  by  its 
technical  committee,  made  a  series  of  experi¬ 
ments  under  circumstances  more  closely  resem¬ 
bling  mining  conditions  than  those  made  by  either 
the  English  or  French  commissions. 

In  a  stone  drift  167  feet  in  length  several  small 
cannon,  the  bore  holes  of  which  resembled  the 
drill  hole  made  by  a  miner  in  a  coal  mine,  were 
taken  into  the  face  of  the  drift.  The  cannon 
were  protected  by  heavy  blocks  of  masonry.  The 
committee  were  also  protected,  and  watched  the 
result  through  small  but  thick  glass  windows  in¬ 
serted  in  cast-iron  frames.  The  guns  were  fired 
by  electricity.  The  length  of  flame  of  a  gun 
tamped  with  clay  was  ten  feet;  with  small  coal 
tamping  the  flame  extended  nineteen  feet.  A  layer 
of  fine  coal  dust  fin  inch  and  a  half  thick  of  poor 
quality  was  strewn  along  the  floor  of  the  drift;  a 
cannon  tamped  with  clay  produced  a  flame 
eighteen  feet ;  with  small  coal  dust  tamping  the 
flame  extended  thirty-one  feet.  With  coal  dust 
from  the  Ploto  mine  in  Westphalia,  which  had 
been  the  scene  of  several  great  fire-damp  catas¬ 
trophies,  the  flame  from  the  cannon  extended  190 
feet — twenty-three  feet  beyond  the  mouth  of  the 
drift.  The  Pluto  dust  was  very  high  in  com¬ 
bustible  volatile  matter,  exceeding  forty  per  cent. 

In  the  spring  of  1885  I  collected  samples  of  fine 
coal  dust  from  every  mining  district  in  the  state, 
and  also  a  sample  of  dust  from  the  Pocahontas 
mine  in  Virginia,  where  the  great  explosion  oc¬ 
curred  the  year  before,  and  took  them  to  Prof. 
N.  ,  W.  Lord,  the  talented  chemist  in  Ohio 
State  University,  and  was  present  when  he  made 


16 


[April  4 


experiments  with  the  various  dusts.  The  ap¬ 
paratus  used  consisted  of  a  pipe  seven  inches 
in  diameter  and  two  and  a  half  feet  long.  The 
pipe  was  set  on  end,  air  holes  having  been  pre¬ 
viously  made  at  the  bottom.  A  lighted  gas  jet 
was  placed  in  the  pipe.  Dry  pulverized  coal  dust, 
collected  in  a  mine  which  by  analysis  contained 
forty  to  forty-two  per  cent  of  combustible  volatile 
matter,  was  placed  in  a  sieve  and  shaken  over 
the  top  of  the  pipe,  the  dust  falling  on  the  light. 
The  dust  instantly  inflamed  and  filled  the  pipe. 

Similar  experiments  were  made  with  all  of  the 
samples  of  dust,  but  none  of  them  would  inflame. 
Two  per  cent  of  common  street  gas  was  then 
mixed  with  the  air  in  the  pipe,  and  the  dust 
shaken  over  the  top  as  before.  Every  one  of  the 
dusts  inflamed  except  in  the  case  of  the  Poco- 
hontas  dust ;  instead  of  flame  the  pipe  became 
filled  with  red  sparks  about  an  inch  in  length. 
The  Pocahontas  coal,  as  all  know,  belongs  to  the 
family  of  semi-anthracite  coals,  and  contains  about 
sixteen  per  cent  of  combustible  volatile  matter. 

Fire  Damp  in  Mines. 

Now,  every  coal  mine  makes  fire-damp  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  even  the  most  harmless 
giving  off  one-half  of  one  per  cent  in  the  newly 
fresh  cut  face  of  the  coal ;  but  this  per  cent  is 
too  small  to  be  detected  on  a  miners’  safety  lamp. 
Even  two  per  cent  cannot  be  detected  on  the  finest 
safety  lamp. 

As  soon  as  an  appalling  disaster  occurs  in  a 
coal  mine,  the  miners,  the  mine  inspectors  and 
the  general  public  demand  additional  legislation 
for  the  better  protection  of  the  lives  and  safety 
of  the  underground  population.  But  as  a  matter 
of  fact  it  is  not  so  much  for  lack  of  legislation 
that  such  accidents  occur;  but  because  the  laws 
already  on  the  statute  books  are  not  enforced 
and  obeyed.  If  coal  dust  were  properly  watered 
every  day,  or  better,  still,  hauled  out  of  the  mine 
altogether,  and  no  standing  gas  permitted  to  ac¬ 
cumulate,  as  the  mining  laws  provide,  there  could 
not  be  an  explosion  of  fire-damp  or  coal  dust,  or 
a  combination  of  both. 

Since  the  application  of  fan  ventilation  there 
is.  an  all  abundant  stream  of  fresh  air  blown  into 
the  mine  to  thoroughly  ventilate  every  room  and 
entry  and  abandoned  part,  were  the  current  prop¬ 
erly  distributed.  The  law  requires  that  all  break¬ 
throughs  except  the  last  one  nearest  the  working 
places  of  the  miners  shall  be  closed  up  and  made 
air-tight,  so  as  to  force  the  current  to  the  interior 
where  the  people  are  at  work.  But  this  is  not 
done  in  too  many  cases,  as  the  numerous  and 
heart-rending  catastrophies  attest. 

The  air,  in  its  course  along  the  air  passages  of 
mines,  spills  and  leaks  at  nearly  every  break¬ 
through,  until  it  reaches  the  working  places  of 
the  mine  in  too  enfeebled  streams  to  carry  away 
the  gases  formed  by  blasting,  the  exhalations  of 
the  lungs  and  bodies  of  workmen,  the  gases 
emitted  from  the  coal  and  its  associate  strata. 
Every  break-through  should  be  built  of  air-tight 
material,  and  should  be  examined  daily  to  see 
that  no  air  is  escaping. 

FireTdamp  in  its  pure  and  undiluted  state  will 
neither  support  light  nor  life;  but  when  mixed 
with  twice  its  volume  of  atmospheric  air  it  can 
be  breathed,  although  with  suffering.  It  requires 
five  times  its  bulk  of  common  air  to  constitute 
an  explosive  compound,  and  then  the  explosion  is 
very  feeble.  When  nine  or  ten  times  the  volume 
of  air  is  mixed  with  one  volume  of  fire-damp  it 
constitutes  its  most  powerful  mixture.  In  this 
condition  the  instant  it  comes  in  .contact  with  a 
naked  light  it  explodes  with  the  rapidity  and 
violence  of  gun-powder.  When  more  than  four¬ 
teen  times  the  volume  of  air  is  mixed  with  one 
volume  of  gas  it  again  ceases  to  be  explosive. 

Mixture  of  Coal  Dust. 

When,  however,  fine  dry  coal  dust  containing 
forty  per  cent  of  volatile  matter  is  raised  in  the 
air  by  the  flame  of  a  heavily  blown-out  shot  or 
by  an  explosion  of  fire-damp  the  coal  dust  takes 
fire  and  intensifies  the  explosion.  After  the  flame 
from  the  explosion  of  the  gas  or  the  blown-out 
shot  has  spent  its  force  the  coal  dust  continues 
burning  and  spreads  through  the  mine,  raising 
and  igniting  all  the  coal-dust  within  its  reach, 
scorching  every  living  creature  to  death  in  the 
line  of  direction  of  the  dust,  while  those  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  lurid  flames  become  victims  of 
the  after-damp,  the  product  of  the  explosion,  and 
fall  asleep  in  a  painless  death. 
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Two  per  cent  of  fire-damp  cannot  be  detected 
on  a  miners’  safety  lamp,  nor  will  it  explode  on 
a  miner’s  open  lamp.  The  fire-boss  of  a  mine 
may  inspect  all  the  workings  and  wrought-out 
portions  of  a  mine  and  find  no  inflammable  air, 
yet  while  he  is  writing  his  report  that  the  mine 
is  safe,  the  workmen  on  top  of  the  pit  and  the 
surrounding  villagers  may  be  startled  with  the 
roar  of  an  explosion  which  destroys  the  whole 
population  of  the  mine. 

I  have  before  me  as  I  write  a  case  in  point, 
which  I  transcribe : 

“Mammoth  Mine,  January  27,  1891. 
“Generai.  Manager  Lynch  : 

“This  is  to  certify  that  the  undersigned  has 
this  day  (January  27,  1891)  examined  the  work¬ 
ing  places  in  the  Mammoth  Mine  of  the  H.  C. 
Frick  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  and  found  the 
same  to  be  in  a  safe  condition  for  the  miners 
and  other  workmen  employed. 

“William  Spaith,  Fire  Boss.” 

The  very  same  day  this  examination  and  re¬ 
port  were  made  an  explosion  occurred,  destroying 
the  whole  population  of  the  mine,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  sixteen  of  the  miners,  who  were  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  workings,  which  the  rolling 
volume  of  burning  air  could  not  penetrate.  This 
is  not  an  isolated  case ;  it  is  a  common  one.  The 
recent  terrible  catastrophe  at  the  Monongah  mine 
in  West  Virginia  is  almost  a  duplicate  of  the 
Mammoth  explosion. 

The  safety  lamp  in  general  use  for  examining 
mines,  which  give  off  fire-damp,  was  discovered 
by  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  an  eminent  chemist,  in 
tbe  year  1816.  It  consists  of  a  small  oil  lamp  en¬ 
closed  in  a  cylinder  of  wire  gauze  containing  784 
apertures  to  the  square  inch.  The  Davy,  or  other 
similar  lamp,  constructed  on  the  same  principle, 
is  still  in  use  for  examining  mines  which  generate 
fire-damp.  When  it  is  lit  and  comes  in  contact 
with  air  abounding  in  an  explosive  mixture  of 
fire-damp  the  gas  kindles  in  the  lamp,  but  does 
not  explode  the  inflammable  air  on  the  outside, 
until  a  hole  is  burned  in  the  gauze. 

Tn  the  year  1881  an  organization  was  formed 
in  the  office  of  the  state  inspector  of  mines  of 
Ohio  known  as  the  Ohio  Institute  of  Alining  En¬ 
gineers.  The  purpose  of  the  institute  was  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  development  of  the  mineral  resources 
of  the  state,  improve  the  working  and  ventilation 
of  mines,  raise  the  social  status  of  the  miners, 
and  preserve  the  maps  and  plans  of  abandoned 
mines.  Through  the  influence  of  the  institute  a 
short  course  in  mining  was  designed  especially 
for  the  technical  education  of  young  miners  who 
desired  to  study  mine  surveying  and  drafting,  the 
problems  of  ventilation,  draining  and  something 
of  the  sciences  allied  to  the  working  and  ventila¬ 
tion  of  mines.  The  course  was  known  as  the 
“short  mining  course,”  and  covered  two  years. 
The  subjects  taught  were  algebra,  geometry, 
physics,  geology,  drawing,  chemistry,  metallurgy 
and  mine  surveying. 

Selecting  Inspectors. 

The  school  is  still  well  attended  and  has  turned 
out  many  graduates  who  have  made  a  great  suc¬ 
cess  in  their  chosen  life  work.  It  was  confidently 
expected  that  at  least  some  of  the  graduates 
would  have  been  selected  for  district  and  chief 
inspectors,  after  having  spent  two  years  at  col¬ 
lege  at  their  own  expense,  in  studying  the  sciences 
bearing  so  directly  on  mining  engineering  and  the 
preservation  of  the  health  and  safety  of  the  min¬ 
ers.  but  so  far  as  I  know,  there  has  never  been 
an  appointment  made  of  a  graduate  of  the  course. 

The  school  was  not  confined  to  citizens  of  Ohio, 
and  applicants  for  admission,  who  were  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  were  not  required  to 
undergo  examination.  Some  of  the  students 
did  not  know  the  multiplication  table ;  but  they 
persevered  to  the  end.  although  it  took  more 
than  two  years  to  secure  their  certificates.  In 
the  last  six  months  I  have  met  three  of  them, 
one  of  whom  laid  down  his  tools  in  a  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  mine  to  enter  the  school.  He  is  now  presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager  of  the  Piedmont  and 
Georges  Creek  Coal  Company  of  Alaryland.  An¬ 
other  is  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Hisylvania  Coal  Company ;  and  the  third  a  min¬ 
ing  engineer  and  superintendent  of  a  coal  com¬ 
pany  in  Kentucky,  and  has  an  interest  in  the 
company.  The  history  of  the  third  one  was  quite 
remarkable.  He  had  been  recommended  for  a 
mine  boss ;  but  the  company  wanted  a  man  who 
could  survey,  and  as  he  could  not  survey  he  was 


not  employed.  He  at  once  threw  down  his  tools, 
.entered  the  short  mining  course,  declaring  he 
would  never  lose  another  good  job  because  lie 
could  not  survey.  As  soon  as  he  completed  the 
course  he  was  appointed  mining  engineer  for  the 
largest  company  in  the  county  in  which  he  re¬ 
sided. 

Since  the  invention  and  application  of  coal-cut¬ 
ting  machinery  and  electric  haulage  in  mines  sub¬ 
terranean  dangers  have  greatly  increased.  The 
area  of  the  mining  plants  and  the  output  of  the 
mines  have  multiplied  four-fold.  Twenty-five 
years  ago  a  mine  which  employed  a  hundred 
miners  and  produced  a  daily  out-put  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  tons  was  regarded  as  a  large  plant.  Now 
mines  employ  four  to  five  hundred  miners  and 
daily  produce  two  thousand  tons  or  more.  Five 
hundred  acres  of  coal  land  was,  before  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  labor-saving  machinery,  regarded  as 
a  large  acreage  for  one  mine;  now  five  thousand 
acres  are  not  regarded  as  too  great  an  area  for 
a  large  mine.  When  an  explosion  occurred  in 
the  earlier  days  of  mining  the  country  was 
startled  when  thirty  or  forty  miners  were  killed ; 
now  two  and  three  hundred  are  roasted  to  death 
or  die  from  the  effects  of  the  after-damp — the 
products  of  the  explosion,  while  men  are  losing 
their  lives  daily  by  coming  in  contact  with  live 
wires  stretched  along  the  traveling  ways  of  mines 
choked  up  with  slate  and  coal  dust. 

Explosions  Frequent. 

Explosions  killing  hundreds  of  men  are  now 
occurring  so  frequently  that  they  tread  upon  each 
others’  heels,  so  fast  they  follow,  and  neither 
mine  operator,  mine  manager,  nor  mine  inspector 
seem  to  be  able  to  account  for  these  heart-rending 
catastrophies.  And  yet  they  are  due  to  two  causes 
only,  namely :  Insufficient  ventilation  and  the 
presence  of  fine,  dry  coal  dust.  If  mining  laws, 
bristling  with  severe  penalties  for  their  viola¬ 
tion,  and  practical  knowledge  and  long  experience 
cannot  prevent  or  account  for  this  terrible  sacri¬ 
fice  of  human  life  in  the  United  States  we  must 
call  science  to  our  aid. 

As  the  state  of  Ohio  led  in  providing  laws  for 
the  health  and  safety  of  the  bituminous  coal 
miners  of  the  United  States,  I  would  suggest  that 
a  board  of  mines  composed  of  scientific  men  and 
practical  miners  be  organized  in  every  coal  min¬ 
ing  state  in  the  Union,  and  that  the  state  of 
Ohio  lead  off  in  the  matter.  Let  the  present  gen¬ 
eral  assembly  enact  a  law  providing  for  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  state  board  of  mines,  consisting  of 
one  chemist,  one  mining  operator,  and  one  prac¬ 
tical  miner,  to  immediately  after  appointment  by 
the  governor  examine  the  leading  coal  mines  of 
the  state  as  to  their  condition,  and  especially  as 
to  whether  the  laws  now  on  the  statute  books  are 
enforced  and  obeyed.  The  committee  should  also 
collect  specimens  of  the  air  at  the  working  places 
of  the  miners  and  make  analyses  of  the  same, 
and  should  further  make  chemical  experiments 
with  combinations  of  mine  air,  coal  dust  and  fire¬ 
damp  to  ascertain  the  varying  explosive  condi¬ 
tions  of  such  combinations.  The  committee  should 
also  make  analyses  of  the  air  containing  black- 
damp  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  black-damp  or 
any  other  mephetic  gas.  For,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
more  men  are  destroyed  by  mephetic  gas  than  by 
explosion.  They  do  not  die  at  once.  They  die  by 
inches.  Few  mines  are  so  well  ventilated  but  that 
the  air  is  pointed  by  black-damp  or  white-damp 
in  some  part  of  the  workings. 

This  board  of  mines  should  be  made  a  perma¬ 
nent  one  and  should  examine  all  applicants  for  the 
position  of  chief  and  district  inspector  of  mines, 
and  give  certificates  of  competency  to  all  appli¬ 
cants  who  pass  a  satisfactory  examination.  And 
the  governor  should  be  required  to  select  all  in¬ 
spectors  from  those  who  pass  the  board. 

The  enactment  of  a  bill  of  this  character  by  the 
present  general  assembly  of  Ohio  should  in  no 
wise  interfere  with  the  passage  of  the  bills  now 
pending  which  the  miners’  committee  has  en¬ 
dorsed.  These  are  all  good  bills  and  should  forth¬ 
with  be  enacted  into  law,  no  matter  who  may  op¬ 
pose  their  passage,  but  with  the  added  provision 
that  applicants  for  mine  inspector  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  to  pass  an  examination  and  receive  cer¬ 
tificates  of  competency  to  be  eligible  for  appoint¬ 
ment.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  features 
of  a  mininar  law,  and  is  a  requirement  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  in  fact  in  nearly 
every  coal  mining  state. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


R.  V.  Bane  has  transferred  his  allegiance  to 
the  Eldridge  Coal  Company  and  will  cover  Chi¬ 
cago  and  the  suburbs  for  that  company. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  now 
located  in  Cincinnati,  was  a  business  caller  in 
Chicago  this  week. 

F.  J.  Richards,  for  several  years  with  Guy  G. 
Gibson  &  Co.,  is  now  covering  Illinois  for  the 
Zeigler  Coal  Company.  He  secured  his  new 
connection  on  April  1. 

One  of  the  business  visitors  in  Chicago  this 
week  was  Ansel  Fatout,  general  manager  of  the 
Fauvere  Coal  Company,  with  headquarters  in  the 
Franklin  building,  Indianapolis.  This  concern 
operates  mines  at  Macksville,  Indiana  and  Mr. 
Fatout  was  in  Chicago  looking  after  the  busi¬ 
ness  interests  of  his  company. 

William  D.  Preston,  western  representative  of 
M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  left  on  Wednesday  night 
for  Baltimore,  where  he  expects  to  spend  sev- 


W.L. Rambo  Makes  aChange 


On  April  1  W.  L.  Rambo  resigned  his  position 
with  the  Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Company  to  go 
with  the  O.  S.  Richardson  Coal  Company.  Mr. 
Rambo  is  one  of  the  best  known  coal  men  cover¬ 
ing  western  territory.  He  obtained  the  major 
portion  of  his  primary  coal  education  in  the  Chi- 


W.  L.  Rambo. 


cago  local  freight  office  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
railroad,  where  he  was  employed  for  nine  years, 
starting  in  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

When  the  De  Camp  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
opened  an  office  in  Chicago  in  1903  Mr.  Rambo 
was  offered  the  position  of  chief  clerk  for  that 
company  by  Deforest  Pomeroy,  general  sales 
agent,  which  he  accepted.  He  remained  with  the 
De  Camp  Company  until  the  firm  of  L.  F. 
Drieske  &  Company  was  organized,  when  he  was 
appointed  traveling  sales  agent  by  that  company. 
When  the  Drieske  interests  were  merged  with  the 
Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Company  a  year  ago  Mr. 
Rambo  continued  with  the  latter  company.  “W. 
L.”  is  known  as  the  “angel”  among  coal  sales¬ 
men,  it  being  his  boast  that  he  never  touched  a 
drop  of  intoxicating  liquor  or  used  tobacco  in  any 
form  for  the  past  ten  years.  His  chief  dissipa¬ 
tion  seems  to  be  chewing  gum,  according  to  re¬ 
ports  received  from  dealers  in  his  territory.  He 
is  a  firm  believer  in  secret  societies  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Elks.  Masons,  Royal  League  and 
several  other  organizations.  He  has  a  host  of 
friends  in  the  trade  who  wish  him  every  suc¬ 
cess  with  his  new  connection. 


eral  days  on  a  business  trip  lining  up  a  supply  of 
coal  for  the  ensuing  year.  Prior  to  starting  for 
Baltimore  he  had  made  a  flying  trip  through  the 
western  territory  lining  up  the  prospects  for  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Charles  E.  Hostler,  manager  of  sales  for  the 
Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Company,  has  announced 
the  appointment  of  Otto  M.  Miller,  formerly 
with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  as  travel¬ 
ing  salesman  to  cover  Western  Iowa.  W.  M. 
Stephenson,  who  was  with  Guy  G.  Gibson  & 
Co.,  will  cover  Eastern  Iowa  for  the  Eureka 
company. 

One  of  the  visitors  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade 
this  week  was  Frank  Ellison,  of  the  C.  G.  Blake 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Elli¬ 
son  was  out  this  way  lining  up  conditions  in  the 
coal  trade  but  is  not  overly  encouraged  as  to  the 
outlook  except  for  contract  business.  It  seems 
entirely  likely  that  the  contract  buying  of  smoke¬ 
less  coal  on  the  new  circular  will  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  this  year. 

William  Schrolucke,  president,  and  General 
Manager  George  E.  Elkins,  of  the  Manufac¬ 
turers’  Coal  Company,  Indianapolis,  were  in  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  and  announced  that  they  had 
secured  the  selling  agency  for  the  product  of  the 
Freeman  Coal  Company,  Bicknell,  Ind.  The 
Manufacturers’  Coal  Company  was  incorporated 
last  week  under  the  laws  of  Indiana  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $10,000. 

The  Western  Consolidated  Coal  Company  has 
been  incorporated  under  Illinois  laws  with  a 
capital  of  $12,000  and  is  now  ready  for  business 
at  414  Fisher  building.  R.  A.  McClevey,  for 
three  years  general  sales  agent  of  the  Eldridge 
Coal  Company,  will  be  general  manager  of  the 
new  company.  A.  R.  Marriott,  first  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Chicago  Title  &  Trust  Company,  is 
president  of  the  new  company,  E.  C.  Kenny  is 
vice-president,  and  Mr.  McClevey  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  as  well  as  general  manager. 

Joseph  Leiter,  president  of  the  Zeigler  Coal 
Company,  is  one  of  the  few  Illinois  operators 
who  is  in  a  position  to  look  on  calmly  while  the 
scale  committee  of  the  miners  and  operators  is 
eneaged  in  battling  for  supremacy  at  Springfield. 
With  a  daily  output  of  nearly  3,000  tons  he  is 
in  a  position  to  take  care  of  the  demand  for 
Franklin  County  coal  while  the  other  operators 
are  shut  down.  The  sales  department  of  the 
Zeigler  Coal  Company  is  now  handled  under 
his  personal  supervision  and  he  can  be  found 
at  his  desk  at  No.  48  Van  Buren  street  from 
nine  until  five  o'clock  any  day. 

The  Sunnyside  Coal  Company  came  very  near 
losing  the  services  of  John  J.  Riggs,  who  met 
with  an  accident  that  might  have  proved  serious. 
Mr.  Riggs  was  in  his  office  on  Tuesday,  when 
the  chair  he  was  sitting  in  broke  and  precipi¬ 
tated  him  to  the  floor.  In  falling  his  head 
struck  a  radiator  and  for  a  time  it  was  feared 
his  skull  was  fractured.  After  having  his  head 
sewed  up  by  a  surgeon  Mr.  Riggs  vowed  that 
lie  would  have  a  chair  made  to  order,  as  this  is 
the  second  accident  he  has  had  from  a  chair 
breaking  under  him.  He  might  get  some  inter¬ 
esting  pointers  from  Mr.  Taft,  as  they  are  both 
built  on  the  same  generous  lines. 

Fred  W.  Upham,  president  of  the  new  City 
Fuel  Company,  is  something  of  a  philosopher. 
As  soon  as  the  official  announcement  was  made 
that  there  had,  been  a  consolidation  of  some  local 
yards  the  yellow  dailies  began  howling  like 
whipped  whelps,  making  all  sorts  of  predictions 
that  this  company  was  going  to  be  able  to  control 
prices  to  the  Chicago  consumers.  Mr.  Upham 
looked  the  situation  over  calmly  and  made  the 
assertion  that  twenty-two  yards  out  of  seven  hun¬ 
dred  did  not  constitute  a  monopoly  and  then 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  people  themselves 
would  begin  to  realize  this  after  a  while  and  that 
the  whining  of  the  yellow  dailies  would  be  noth 
ing  more  than  a  good  advertisement  for  the  va¬ 
rious  yards  in  the  consolidation.  In  consequence 
he  overlooked  the  onslaughts  upon  his  company 
except  to  be  grateful  for  the  enterprising  writers 
who  were  handing  him  advertising  for  which  no 
money  went  over  the  counter  of  the  business  of¬ 
fice. 


C.  A.  Eastman’s  New  Post. 


C.  A.  Eastman,  late  sales  agent  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Coal  Company,  has  transferred  his 
interests  in  the  Pittsburgh,  Ohio  &  Western 
Coal  Company  to  the  Eldridge  Coal  Company, 
No.  215  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  and,  effect¬ 
ive  April  1,  became  actively  interested  in  the 
latter  company  as  vice  president. 

Mr.  Eastman,  who  thus  makes  an  important 
change  and  becomes  vitally  associated  with  one  of 
the  most  important  coal  companies  in  Chicago, 
has  had  a  varied  experience.  Prior  to  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Company  he 
was  in  charge  of  the  business  of  W.  L.  Scott  Com¬ 
pany  as  sales  agent  in  Chicago.  He  has  had  an 
experience  very  largely  with  anthracite  coal,  cov¬ 
ering  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  His  earliest 
connection  with  the  coal  trade  was  with  S.  J. 
Patterson  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  who,  in  those  early 
times,  was  southwestern  sales  agent  for  Boyd, 
Stickney  &  Company,  with  whom  he  was  employed 
first  as  traveling  sales  agent  and  afterwards  in 
charge  of  the  office  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  Quitting 
that  company,  he  became  identified  with  Coxe 
Brothers  &  Company  in  Chicago  as  a  traveling 
salesman,  and  later  as  assistant  to  George  Merry- 
weather,  the  general  sales  agent  of  the  company. 


C.  A.  Eastman. 


His  connection  with  Coxe  Brothers  &  Company 
covered  a  period  of  ten  years. 

In  1901  he  became  the  Chicago  sales  agent  of 
W.  L.  Scott  &  Company,  which  position  he  filled 
with  credit  to  himself  and  with  entire  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  his  employer.  Throughout  his  whole  busi¬ 
ness  career  Mr.  Eastman  has  been  known  as  a 
thorough  business  man,  energetic  and  aggressive 
in  his  search  for  new  trade  and  always  successful 
in  building  up  a  large  circle  of  friends,  who  not 
only  assist  him  in  business,  but  are  anxious  for 
his  success.  Mr.  Eastman  now  becomes  the  vice- 
president  of  the  Eldridge  Coal  Company,  a  con¬ 
cern  which  has  an  admirable  standing  with  the 
trade.  In  this  respect  the  new  connection  is 
doubly  advantageous.  It  gives  the  Eldridge  Coal 
Company  an  official  who  is  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  entire  trade,  and  it  gives  Mr.  East¬ 
man  the  advantage  of  being  associated  with  a 
concern  which  has  made  a  reputation  for  itself 
in  the  Chicago  trade  for  square  dealing  and  ag¬ 
gressive  management. 
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suit  of  there  being  more  coal  on  the  market,  at  the  minute,  than  is  actually 
required. 

If  a  cure  is  to  be  found  for  this  bothersome  condition  it  must  come 
either  through  the  creation  of  a  visible  supply  of  coal  by  the  erection  of 
storage  pockets  at  transfer  points  and  commercial  centers  or  by  keeping  coal 
in  the  ground,  until  it  is  sold.  The  latter  plan  is  by  far  the  cheaper  and 
by  far  the  most  advantageous,  because  it  operates  beneficially  in  two  ways. 
It  protects  values  today  and  keeps  almost  invaluable  coal  deposits  in  the 
ground  that  they  may  be  disposed  of  at  a  later  day  when  there  is  no  ques 
tion  as  to  the  price  it  will  bring. 
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Most  of  the  mines  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
Non  Association  Illinois  closed  down  temporarily  this  week.  The  own- 

flnpralnrs  ers  ^lese  m'nes  suspended  operations,  permitting  the 
machinery  to  depreciate  through  disuse,  and  are  going 
without  profits  in  order  to  enter  a  contest  with  the  miners  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  satisfactory  working  conditions  for  the  next  year  or  two.  At 
the  same  time  some  mines  here  and  there  throughout  the  three  states 
are  still  running.  Their  owners  are  not  in  the  association,  but  the  miners 
they  employ  belong  to  the  union. 

The  associations  of  operators  have  borne  the  expense  of  negotiating 
with  the  miners,  giving  of  their  money,  time  and  effort  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  certain  purposes.  They  have  bettered  conditions  all  through  the 
bituminous  district,  both  for  the  operators  and  the  men.  The  non-asso¬ 
ciation  mines  have  been  beneficiaries  of  past  and  present  campaigns.  They 
have,  however,  shared  none  of  the  burdens  and  have  been  first  to  prey 
upon  the  markets  of  association  mines  when  the  latter  were  closed  to  carry 
on  some  battle  for  the  common  good  of  the  territory.  When  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  West  Virginia  mines  await  the  closing  of  operations  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river  to  rush  coal  into  northern  markets,  nothing  is  thought 
of  it.  Those  more  southern  mines  have  not  been  aided  by  any  move  on 
the  part  of  the  operators  whose  field  they  usurp.  With  them  it  is  a  plain 
question  of  commercial  advantage,  in  which  gratitude  or  ingratitude  plays 
no  part.  But  where  some  mines  remain  outside  of  the  association,  and, 
being  in  the  same  field,  take  advantage  of  the  association  effort,  paying  for 
this  by  a  temporary  usurpation  of  the  market  of  their  neighbors,  a  spirit 
is  shown  which  may  be  essentially  commercial  but  lacks  many  if  not  all  of 
the  finer  qualities  of  human  nature. 


Ten  days  ago,  when  big  and  little  consumers  and  oper- 
Over  Shipping  ators  were  anticipating  a  shut  down  of  the  mines, 
The  Market  smokeless  lump  and  egg  coal  was  sold  in  Chicago  as 
mine-run.  The  best  quality  of  the  latter  preparation 
was  screened  and  sold  at  ninety  cents  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  The  simple 
explanation  is  that  some  producer  had  been  sending  unsold  co^l  into  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market,  expecting  jobbers  to  find  a  lodgment  for  it.  And  yet  some  of 
the  members  of  the  trade  wondered  why  coal  did  not  advance  in  price. 

The  trouble  is  that  coal  is  mined  and  shipped  into  the  various  markets 
before  any  sale  is  actually  negotiated.  It  is  entrusted  to  jobbers  whose  main 
concern  is  to  get  the  market  price  if  possible,  but  the  commission  surely. 
If  these  jobbers  can  not  keep  up  the  values  the  product  is  sacrificed  to  move 
it  and  to  avoid  demurrage.  The  return  to  the  operators  is  a  matter  of  en¬ 
tirely  secondary  consideration,  inasmuch  as  the  jobber  has  no  money  in¬ 
vested  in  the  mine  which  temporarily  he  has  been  chosen  to  represent.  The 
jobbers,  however,  can  not  bull  values  in  the  face  of  bear  conditions.  Any 
overshipping  of  the  market  must  of  necessity  mean  a  drop  in  prices.  This 
is  a  condition  which  arises  frequently  and  for  which  the  operators  alone 
are  responsible.  It  is  a  question  how  many  of  them  have  ever  stopped  to 
consider  that  all  price  declines  are  based  upon  a  temporary  overproduction. 
This  may  not  last  for  more  than  a  week  or  ten  days,  or  possibly  two  weeks 
at  the  outside,  but  the  fact  remains  that  the  decline  in  price  is  a  direct  re¬ 


This  week  Tom  L.  Lewis  succeeded  John  Mitchell  as 
The  Change  ol  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Executives  Some  have  expected  that  this  would  bring  about  some¬ 
thing  of  a  change  in  the  character  of  the  organization. 
Where  the  personal  equation  is  taken  so  largely  into  consideration  in  the 
conduct  of  commercial  enterprises  such  an  assumption  is  both  logical  and 
natural.  However,  it  is  a  question  whether  Mr.  Lewis  can  or  should  be 
permitted  to  change  the  attitude  of  the  mine  workers’  organization  toward 
the  mine  operators  as  a  whole. 

Just  now  the  trade  is  being  assailed  with  talk  of  the  advisability  of  re¬ 
establishing  an  interstate  agreement.  The  four  states  commonly  engaged 
in  the  interstate  agreement — western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illi¬ 
nois — are  not  thoroughly  satisfied  with  their  individual  conditions.  Nat¬ 
urally  each  would  like  to  have  a  slight  advantage  over  the  others  in  the 
matter  of  disposing  of  the  surplus  product,  not  required  in  the  immediate 
community  in  which  the  mine  is  located.  And  yet  this  universal  dissatis¬ 
faction  is  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  things  about  the  whole  agreement. 
It  shows  that  as  the  result  of  a  trial  of  force  and  a  trial  of  argument  the 
different  states  have  arbitrated  their  differences  and  have  arrived  at  a  point 
where  all  four  states  can  get  into  the  common  market  for  their  surplus 
upon  virtually  equal  conditions.  This  is  true  of  the  essentials  of  the  inter¬ 
state  agreement. 

By  this  trial  of  force  and  trial  of  argument,  and  consequently  by  the 
resultant  compromise,  the  various  states  have  arrived  at  something  ap¬ 
proaching  equality  of  conditions.  Were  this  to  be  disturbed  by  any  indi¬ 
vidual  state  obtaining  a  greater  advantage  it  would  only  result  in  the  other 
three  states  striving  for  a  similar  concession,  and  in  the  end  the  result 
would  be  virtually  the  same  as  today.  Mr.  Mitchell  may  be  a  conservative 
man  and  Mr.  Lewis  may  possibly  have  a  reputation  for  radicalism.  No 
matter  what  attitude  each  individual  takes,  his  personal  policies  and  pre- 
delictions  should  never  be  permitted  to  overturn  a  condition  which  makes 
for  equality  of  conditions  both  for  the  miners  and  operators  in  such  an 
important  industry  as  the  coal  production  in  the  four  states  commonly 
joined  in  the  interstate  agreement. 

A  change  of  executives,  therefore,  in  the  United  Mine  Workers  should 
be  considered  merely  as  an  episode  and  by  no  means  as  an  event. 


The  official  announcement  is  made  this  week  of  the 
New  Combination  formation  of  the  City  Fuel  Company  of  Chicago,  with 
of  Local  Yards  a  caP'tal'zati°n  of  $2,750,000  and  annual  sales  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $15,000,000.  All  told,  this  will  mean  the 
consolidation  of  some  twenty-two  yards  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  Some  have 
looked  upon  it  as  an  event  of  vast  importance  as  possibly  threatening  an 
advance  in  the  prices  paid  by  the  great  consuming  public.  The  fallacy  of 
any  such  theory  is  clearly  demonstrated  when  one  takes  a  few  elementary 
conditions  under  consideration. 

The  new  combination  comprises  only  twenty-two  yards.  There  are  in 
Chicago  in  the  neighborhood  of  seven  hundred  yards,  according  to  Fred 
W.  Upham,  the  president  of  the  new  company.  Twenty-two  yards  out  of 
seven  hundred  will  not  be  able  to  control  absolutely  either  prices  or  con¬ 
ditions.  Of  course,  as  a  large  institution  it  will  wield  certain  influence  in 
favor  of  straightforward  dealing  and  honest  profits.  As  far  as  the  coal 
trade  in  general  is  concerned,  it  has  long  ago  been  established  beyond  a 
peradventure  that  no  one  can  control  coal  prices  or  even  bring  about  an 
arbitrary  advance  in  prices  unless  he  has  not  only  a  monopoly  of  the  pro¬ 
ducing  capacity  but  likewise  a  monopoly  of  all  possible  fields  from  which 
production  comes.  Any  increase  in  price  would  naturally  invite  into  the 
retail  trade  an  increasing  number  of  retail  dealers,  who  would,  of  course, 
compete  for  the  business  even  to  the  point  of  a  reduction  of  values. 

This  increased  number  of  retail  dealers  would  not  go  hungry  for  coal 
because  there  are  so  many  companies  desiring  to  ship  into  Chicago  that  any 
so-called  independent  yards  would  be  flooded  with  coal  on  an  hour’s  no¬ 
tice.  Moreover,  twenty-two  yards  in  Chicago,  or  even  if  this  number  were 
multiplied  by  three,  could  not,  by  any  possible  means,  establish  a  monopoly 
of  conditions  in  Chicago,  because  they  could  not  control  the  available  space 
for  yard  location. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 
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No.  14 


Destructive  Influences  of 

Unequal  Car  Distribution. 


The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  is  now 
considering  some  testimony  presented  in  the  case 
of  the  Illinois  Collieries  Company  and  others, 
against  the  Chicago  &  Alton  railway  and  others, 
in  an  effort  to  have  the  commission  rule  that, 
in  the  distribution  of  cars,  the  equipment  de¬ 
signed  for  railroad  fuel,  either  local  or  foreign, 
shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  available 
supply  of  cars  and  consequently  be  considered  in 
the  pro  rata  distribution  among  the  mines.  The 
ruling  of  the  commission  on  this  subject  is 
going  to  determine  the  position  of  the  so-called 
independent  mines  for  a  good  while  in  future. 

The  same  question  has  been  adjudicated  by 
the  Ohio  Railway  Commission  in  the  case  of 
the  Haring-Wilson  Coal  Company  against  the 
Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  and  others.  In  this 
case  the  Haring-Wilson  Coal  Company  com¬ 
plained  that  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  was 
not  taking  into  consideration,  in  making  its 
pro  rata  distribution  of  cars,  the  private  cars 
owned  by  the  coal  companies,  the  fuel  cars 
of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  railroad  or  the 
fuel  cars  of  the  so-called  foreign  lines.  The 
Ohio  Railway  Commission,  in  making  its  de¬ 
cision  upon  this  case,  decided  that  the  railway 
was  compelled  to  consider  these  cars  as  part  of 
the  whole  and  consequently  equipment  must  be 
allotted  proportionately  to  the  various  mines. 
It  did  not  contend  that  the  fuel  cars  of  the 
railroads  should  be  given  to  other  lines  than 
those  having  the  contract.  It  did  not  contend 
that  the  private  cars  should  be  given  to  other 
mines  than  those  which  owned  them.  It  did 
not  contend  that  the  foreign  cars  should  be 
sent  to  other  mines  than  those  from  which 
foreign  companies  were  buying  coal.  But  it 
did  contend  that  there  should  be  a  pro  rata 
distribution  of  this  equipment  and  that  these 
cars  should  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
equipment  was  supplied  to  the  so-called  in¬ 
dependent  mines.  This  case  was  carried  from 
the  Ohio  Railway  Commission  to  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission  and  the  latter 
body  supported  the  Ohio  Railway  Commission 
in  its  rulings. 

The  importance  of  this  proposed  ruling  is 
understood  by  the  so-called  independent  mines 
of  Illinois.  They  realize  that  upon  the  equal 
distribution  of  cars  depends  the  equal  growth 
of  the  various  mining  companies  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  equal  reduction  in  the  cost  of  min¬ 
ing  and  hence  the  equal  profit  from  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal.  It  is  realized  that,  with  a 
given  amount  of  mine  equipment,  the  greater 
the  production  of  coal,  without  increasing  the 
amount  of  this  equipment,  the  greater  must 
be  the  profit  on  each  individual  ton.  This 
can  best  be  illustrated  by  a  hypothetical  case, 
which  is: 

Two  mines  standing  side  by  side  have,  this 
year,  a  rated  capacity  of  1,000  tons  of  coal 
per  day.  Including  the  mining  price,  the  in¬ 
terest  on  money  invested  in  both  property  and 
equipment,  the  amount  that  is  charged  off  for 
depreciation  of  property,  the  cost  of  mining  is, 
say,  seventy-five  cents  a  ton.  If,  with  the  same 
equipment,  the  production  of  coal  could  be 
increased  to  1,250  or  1,500  tons  per  day,  the 
average  cost  of  production  might  be  reduced 
to  about,  say,  seventy  cents  a  ton  on  the 
mine-run  basis.  With  these  conditions  con¬ 
fronting  the  coal  men  the  sales  department  of 
one  of  these  companies  makes  a  contract  with 
a  railroad  for  the  delivery  of  500  tons  per  day. 
The  other  places  its  output  entirely  in  the 
commercial  trade.  The  railroad  company,  not 
including  its  fuel  cars  in  the  supply  available 
for  commercial  uses,  proceeds  to  give  the 
company  having  its  fuel  contract  enough  cars 
to  move  500  tons  per  day.  It  takes  the  sur¬ 
plus  cars  and  divides  them  pro  rata  among 
all  of  the  mines  on  its  line  and  finds  that  it 
has  enough  to  supply  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
the  requirements.  The  two  companies  hav¬ 
ing  a  rated  capacity  of  1,000  tons  per  day 


would  thus  obtain  cars  enough  to  move  250 
tons.  In  case  of  the  company,  having  the 
contract  with  the  railroad  company,  it  would 
have  its  equipment  equal  to  250  tons  per  day 
delivered  in  addition  to  the  number  of  cars 
to  move  the  500  tons  per  day  and  consequently 
its  output  would  be  750  tons  per  day  while 
its  competitor,  just  across  the  track,  would 
be  shipping  only  250  tons  per  day. 

The  company  that  was  able  to  produce  750 
tons  per  day  would,  in  consequence,  be  mak¬ 
ing  a  good  profit,  all  things  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration,  and  might  be  induced  to  expand 
its  operations  and  increase  its  facilities  so 
that  it  would  be  able  to  produce  1,250  or  1,500 
tons  per  day,  naturally  anticipating  the  growth 
of  its  trade  the  next  year.  The  company  on 
the  other  side  of  the  track  would,  naturally, 
lose  some  of  its  men  and  would  have  some  of 
its  machinery  damaged  by  having  it  lie  idle 
and  would  not  be  able  to  produce  anywhere 
near  its  capacity  and  consequently  would  not 
have  any  occasion  for  increasing  its  under¬ 
ground  workings.  Its  cost  of  production  per 
ton  naturally  would  increase,  while  the  other 
company’s  cost  of  production  per  ton  was  de¬ 
creasing.  While  one  concern  would  have  a 
very  narrow  margin  of  profit  the  other  would 
have  a  constantly  increasing  margin  of  profit. 
By  these  inequalities  the  company,  having  the 
railroad  fuel  contract,  would  gradually  grow 
in  importance  and  in  profitable  workings,  while 
the  other  would,  gradually  be  on  a  decline, 
which  would  result,  all  things  considered,  in 
its  practical  annihilation,  eventually. 

Rather  than  being  an  individual  condition  or 
a  situation  which  would  be  confined  to  one 
year,  the  influences  of  such  discrimination, 
even  though  not  intended  to  be  discrimination, 
would  naturally  carry  over  from  year  to  year 
the  effects  increasing  with  each  year.  For  in¬ 
stance,  if  the  two  mines  had  a  rated  capacity 
of  1,000  tons  each  this  year,  and  the  conditions 
as  to  production  were  so  unequal  next  year 
the  mine  having  the  railroad  contract  would 
probably  be  rated  at  1,250  or  1,500  tons,  while 
the  other  company  would  have  a  rating  of 
about  500  to  750  tons.  By  a  constant  rerating 
of  the  mines  on  this  basis  the  mine  having 
the  railroad  contract  would  naturally  grow  to 
be  a  very  important  concern,  while  the  other 
would  naturally  be  driven  entirely  out  of  busi¬ 
ness. 

This  question  is  having  and  has  had  such 
important  influences  upon  the  growth  of  the 
coal  trade  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  is  likely 
to  have  such  tremendous  influences  upon  the 
growth  of  the  same  trade  in  the  next  few 
years,  that  every  possible  effort  is  being  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion  to  see  that  all  coal  producing  companies  are 
placed  upon  an  equal  basis  as  far  as  distribution 
of  cars  is  concerned.  In  fact,  this  one  problem 
is  the  biggest  one  that  the  coal  producing  com¬ 
panies  have  to  solve  and  the  one  which  is  likely 
to  have  the  greatest  influence  upon  the  welfare 
of  these  companies  in  future. 


Many  operators  along  the  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  mining  field  of  West  Virginia,  and  the 
State  mining  department,  are  in  conflict  over 
the  use  of  steam  locomotives  in  the  mines,  the 
department  claiming  that  the  use  of  these  loco¬ 
motives  destroys .  ventilation  and  affects  the 
safety  of  the  miner.  The  Turkey  Gap  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  in  McDowell  county  were  last 
week  ordered  .to  close  their  mines  by  Deputy 
Inspector  J.  C.  Boyd,  who  gave  as  his  reason 
that  locomotives  were  used  in  the  mines.  The 
question  is  being  fought  out  between  attorneys 
of  the  coal  companies  and  the  mining  depart¬ 
ment  officials.  Should  the  mining  department 
decide  against  the  use  of  the  locomotives,  some 
10,000  miners  in  this  field  would  be  thrown  out 
of  employment.  The  mining  department  will 
make  a  personal  investigation  of  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  field  before  any  further  action  is 
taken. 


Dominion  Coal  Company. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Dominion  Coal 
Company,  Ltd.,  for  the  year  1907,  has  recently 
been  submitted  by  James  Ross,  the  president, 
to  the  stockholders.  This  shows  that  the  out¬ 
put  for  the  year  was  3,541,253  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  3,552,740  tons  for  1906,  or  a  de¬ 
crease  of  11,493  tons.  The  decrease  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  mining  operations  had  not  been 
resumed  at  the  No.  7  mine  after  the  fire  which 
occurred  in  December,  1906. 

In  addition,  the  business  of  the  company  was 
influenced  adversely  by  weather  conditions  in 
the  Canadian  territory.  The  spring  of  1907 
was  abnormally  severe,  delaying  the  opening 
of  navigation  at  Sydney  about  four  weeks.  The 
ice  drifts  on  the  Nova  Scotia  coast  and  along 
the  gulf  prevented  regular  shipments  to  the  St. 
Lawrence  until  June  6th.  These  unusual  con¬ 
ditions  made  it  impossible  to  get  out  a  full 
quantity  of  coal  required  for  the  St.  Lawrence 
points  during  the  season  of  open  navigation. 
Supplementary  shipments  had  to  be  made  by 
way  of  Portland,  Maine,  after  the  closing  of 
the  river,  entailing  heavy  additional  cost  of 
railway  carrying  from  that  point  to  Montreal. 
The  delays  to  steamers  also  caused  an  increase 
in  the  freighting  cost.  Moreover,  mining  costs 
have  continued  to  increase  greatly,  due  to  the 
scarcity  of  labor,  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and 
the  fact  that  the  men  worked  irregularly.  Costs 
were  also  influenced  by  higher  prices  paid  for 
all  materials  used  in  the  mines  as  well  as  for 
the  feed  for  horses. 

Relative  to  the  suit  of  the  Dominion  Iron 
&  Steel  Company  against  the  coal  company, 
President  Ross,  after  citing  the  judgment  given 
in  the  plaintiff’s  favor  on  December  16,  says: 

“Your  directors  throughout  have  been  act¬ 
ing  upon  the  advice  of  eminent  counsel,  but 
after  this  reverse  for  their  fuller  satisfaction 
they  took  other  counsel  into  consultation,  who 
were  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  the  coal 
company’s  contentions  were  right  and  would 
eventually  be  maintained.  The  appeal  taken 
before  the  Supreme  court  of  Nova  Scotia  was 
heard  at  Halifax  on  December  17,  1907,  and 
a  decision  in  favor  of  the  steel  company  was 
given  on  January  14,  1908.  Since  receiving 
this  second  adverse  judgment  and  in  view  of 
the  appeal  which  has  been  taken  to  the  Privy 
Council,  your  directors  have  submitted  the 
case  separately  to  three  prominent  members 
of  the  Ontario  bar,  and  to  two  United  States 
lawyers  of  high  standing.  In  each  case  an  en¬ 
tirely  favorable  opinion  has  been  received  and 
your  directors  consider  that  the  recent  de¬ 
cisions  should  be  reversed  and  judgment  given 
in  favor  of  this  company.” 

The  abstract  balance  sheet  of  the  Dominion 
Coal  Company  as  of  December  31,  1907,  com¬ 
pares  as  follows: 


ASSETS. 


Year  ending  December  31 —  1906. 

Property  account  as  per  last 


Add  capital  expenditure 

since,  less  written  off....  317,803.75 

Cash  in  banks  and  offices..  281,889.58 

Accounts  receivable .  795,366.82 

Coal  on  hand .  361,119.69 

New  supplies  in  stores  and 

warehouses,  etc .  654,534.50 

Insurances  paid  in  advance.  6,208.52 

Steamship  hire  paid  in  ad¬ 
vance .  17,010.97 

Securities  of  other  companies  314,964.63 


1907. 

$23,641,080.34 

199,653.89 

864,785.85 

838,488.83 

153,640.24 


598,167.31 

46,905.56 


17.755.08 
364, 173. OS 


$26,072,175.05 

LIABILITIES. 


Capital  stock,  common . $15,000,000.00 

Capital  stock,  preferred....  3,000,000.00 

First  mortgage  bonds .  5,000,000.00 

Mortgages  .  72,000.00 

Cape  Breton  real  estate  de¬ 
bentures  .  310,256.40 

Dominion  rolling  stock  de¬ 
bentures  .  229,908.16 

Accrued  dividends — pref’red.  87,500.00 

Unpaid  royalty  .  87,324.37 

Accounts  payable  .  336,543.38 

Bond  interest,  accrued .  41,666.66 

Contingent  fund .  81,035.70 


SURPLUS. 

Balance  from  previous  year.$  1,394,124.74 
For  current  year .  631,815.64 


$26,724,650.18 

$15,000,000.00 

3,000,000.00 

5,000,000.00 

50,000.00 

263,624.10 


191,872.60 

87,500.00 

103,197.12 

265,007.22 

41,658.34 

68,482.32 


$  1,825,940.38 
1,002,368.10 


*$  2,025,940.38  f$  2,828,308.48 


$26,072,175.05  $26,724,650.18 


Less  written  off:  "To  provide  for  depreciation  in 
works,  stores,  etc.,  $200,000.00.  fTo  provide  for  fire 
and  marine  losses  and  other  contingencies,  $175,000.00. 
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General  Review. 


Despite  the  Fact  Mines  Are  Closed  in  Two 
Competitive  Fields  the  Prices 
Flatten  Out. 


General  market  conditions  for  the  week  have 
been  a  distinct  disappointment  to  the  members 
of  the  trade.  For  most  of  the  winter  mine  opera¬ 
tors  have  been  depending  upon  the  influence  of 
a  possible  mine  suspension  to  improve  the  mar¬ 
ket  values  and  give  them  a  chance  to  get  a  little 
profit  out  of  the  sale  of  coal.  Up  to  the  middle 
of  March  hardly  any  appreciable  effect  of  a 
possible  suspension  was  noted  in  the  mine  prices. 
When  it  became  known  that  the  mines  were 
going  to  suspend  operations  on  the  1st  of  April 
operators  and  jobbers  naturally  looked  for  some 
little  advance  and  a  good  deal  of  additional  coal 
was  rushed  to  the  markets.  Instead  of  rising 
the  prices  ran  off  rather  abruptly  and  on  the  1st 
of  April  were  at  the  low  point  for  the  year.  The 
coal  year  actually  closed  with  an  indefinite  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  mines  immediately  ahead  with 
lower  prices  prevalent  than  ware  obtained  in  the 
dullest  part  of  last  summer. 

The  reason  for  this  is  apparent  for  almost  any 
observer  of  conditions.  Ihe  railroad  companies 
stored  a  great  deal  of  coal  last  summer  in 
anticipation  of  a  car  shortage  the  last  (winter. 
A  great  many  steam  plants  and  retail  'dealers 
took  identically  the  same  position.  During 
the  winter  the  recession  in  business  prevented 
the  railroads  and  the  factories  from  con¬ 
suming  the  coal  they  had  in  storage  while  the 
exceedingly  mild  winter  prevented  retailers  from 
selling  the  enormous  stocks  accumulated.  The 
latter  did  not  care  to  carry  over  any  unsold  coal 
into  the  summer  months  and  consequently  bought 
none  against  the  suspension  of  the  mines.  The 
railroads  and  factories  did  not  care  to  carry 
over  stored  coal  into  the  summer  months  and, 
believing  they  had  enough  for  all  posible  con¬ 
tingencies,  did  very  little  in  the  way  of  additional 
storage.  In  fact  the  factories  showed  an  utter 
indifference  to  coal  supply  and  seemed  to  have 
no  objection  whatever  to  closing  the  plants  in 
case  it  became  necessary  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  coal.  The  complete  indifference  of 
buyers  to  the  possible  effect  of  a  mine  suspen¬ 
sion  deprived  the  market  of  any  stimulating 
influence  and  when  the  operators  shipped  addi¬ 
tional  coal  unsold  upon  the  market  it  had  to 
be  sacrificed  in  order  to  be  moved.  The  process 
of  getting  rid  of  this  coal  upon  an  unwilling 
market  naturally  had  the  effect  of  beating  down 
the  prices  and  some  values  obtained  were  actu¬ 
ally  below  the  cost  of  production.  This  gave  the 
end  of  the  coal  year  a  decidedly  discouraging 
aspect. 

As  far  as  the  future  indications  are  concerned 
the  market  prospects  are  a  little  brighter  than 
they  were  about  the  1st  of  April.  It  is  now 
reasonably  assured  that  the  mines  at  least  in 
western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Illinois  will 
not  resume  activity  much  before  the  1st  of 
May.  By  that  time  a  good  part  of  the  stocks 
will  have  been  worked  off  and  the  movement  to 
collect  stocks  for  the  next  winter  will  have  been 
resumed.  Even  then  it  will  be  necessary  to 
exercise  the  utmost  care  in  the  production  of  coal 
to  avoid  any  overstocking  of  the  market,  as  ac¬ 
count  must  be  taken  of  the  tremendous  produc¬ 
tive  capacity  of  the  mines  now  in  existence  and  of 
the  slack  demand  which  is  likely  to  be  seen  both 
in  the  retail  and  the  steam  circles  for  the  next 
year.  Moreover,  account  must  be  taken  of  the 
fact  that  the  movement  of  coal  by  lake  will  not 
be  as  heavy  this  year  as  last  and  moreover  that 
the  boats  will  not  be  fitted  out  ready  for  opera¬ 
tion  much  before  the  1st  of  June. 

All  of  these  things  combine  to  caution  the  coal 
operator  that  even  with  a  month  of  idleness  it 
will  be  necessary  to  proceed  cautiously  in  order 
to  avoid  overstocking  of  the  market  when  the 
mines  again  resume  activity. 

As  far.  as  anthracite  is  concerned,  the  buy¬ 
ing  now  is  slow  even  though  the  usual  April  re¬ 
duction  is  in  effect.  It  is  hardly  expected  that 
buying  will  be  started  on  a  large  scale  much  be¬ 
fore  the  middle  of  the  month.  Coke  likewise  is 
slow  on  account  of  the  backward  state  of  the 
steel  trade  and  can  not  be  expected  to  improve 
much  until  after  the  steel  business  has  taken  on 
a  more  pronounced  aspect  of  activity. 


Chicago  Market. 


In  the  Face  of  a  Mine  Suspension  Prices 
Show  a  Further  and  Rad¬ 
ical  Decline. 


Chicago  has  just  had  the  most  peculiar  coal 
week  in  its  history.  With  the  general  ex¬ 
pectation  that  the  mines  would  be  closed  down 
after  April  1  it  was  naturally  assumed  that  the 
buyers  would  begin  to  rush  in  orders  the  last 
few  days  and  keep  on  buying  until  the  pro¬ 
duction  was  actually  shut  off.  Instead  they 
absolutely  stopped  buying  on  Friday  of  last 
week  and  have  hardly  taken  a  pound  of  coal 
since. 

The  demand  has  been  so  light  in  some  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Indiana  fields  that  the  mines  were 
able  to  use  the  coal,  produced  during  the  last 
three  days  of  operation,  to  keep  their  mine 
engines  running  during  the  period  of  suspen¬ 
sion.  Prices,  instead  of  strengthening  when 
it  became  sure  that  the  mines  would  close, 
actually  ran  off  to  a  lower  level  and  inquiries 
for  the  last  three  days  of  last  month  were  at 
zero.  Buyers  were  absolutely  indifferent  as  to 
whether  the  mines  ran  or  not  and  seemed  to 
have  enough  coal  to  last  them  for  at  least 
thirty  days.  This  applies  to  both  dealer  trade 
and  steam  users.  The  market  is  in  such  a 
demoralized  condition  that  resumption  of 
activity  is  a  business  impossibility  for  another 
two  weeks  at  least  if  any  attention  whatever 
is  to  be  paid  to  values. 

Most  of  the  mines  that  feed  coal  into  the 
Chicago  market,  with  the  exception  of  those 
in  West  Virginia  and  Indiana,  have  decided  to 
close  down.  This  will  stop  shipments  into  the 
Chicago  market  at  a  time  when  such  an  action 
is  badly  needed  as  a  bracer  to  values.  Dis¬ 
regarding  the  market  outlook  the  operators  of 
Indiana  have  decided  to  continue.  There  was 
no  operating  or  market  expediency  warranting 
such  a  stand,  the  operators  being  driven  to  this 
action  by  the  attitude  of  the  operators  in  the 
Brazil  block  district  and  of  the  non-association 
mines  which  decided  to  continue  production. 
The  association  mines  were  not  willing  to  sur¬ 
render  their  market  to  the  other  operators  and 
consequently  the  whole  state  of  Indiana  is 
going  to  try  to  produce  coal  even  though  the 
marketing  of  it  will  be  attended  by  greater 
sacrifices  of  values  than  have  been  seen  here¬ 
tofore. 

Some  contract  buying  for  the  new  year  has 
already  been  seen  and  although  shipments  are 
not  asked  immediately  the  volume  of  tonnage 
so  far  closed  compares  very  favorably  with 
that  of  last  year,  in  addition  to  which  there  is 
a  disposition  to  contract  earlier  than  has  been 
the  case  heretofore.  -Consumers,  evidently,  are 
acting  upon  the  belief  that  business  is  going  to 
revive  quickly. 

The  anthracite  buying  under  the  April  cir¬ 
cular  has  not  started  and  not  much  is  likely 
to  be  done  in  that  way  before  the  middle  of  the 
month. 

Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  is  governed  by  general 
conditions.  There  is  no  coal  on  track  to  speak 
of  and  the  buying  is  so  light  that  the  trade 
is  dead.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks, 
$2.25  to  $2.50;  nut,  $2.15  to  $2.40;  l^-inch 
steam  lump,  $2.20  to  $2.40;  domestic  nut,  $2.25 
to  $2.50. 

Third  Vein  mines  found  a  good  market  up 
to  the  time  the  mines  closed,  but  most  of  the 
consumers  seem  to  be  sufficiently  well  stocked 
to  permit  the  mines  to  suspend  operations 
without  any  difficulty.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines:  Mine  run,  2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  standard 
lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings, 
$1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  has  been  dead  for  the  better 
part  of  the  week.  The  consumers  stopped  buy¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  last  week  and  took  hardly 
any  coal  the  last  three  days  of  the  month. 
Most  of  the  coal  on  hand  has  been  cleaned  up 
but  orders  were  mostly  all  filled  before  the 
suspension.  We  quote,  nominally,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.65;  2-inch  egg  or  lump, 
$1.85  to  $1.90;  screenings,  $1.35  to  $1.40. 

Springfield  coal  flattened  out  toward  the  end 
of  March.  Some  mine-run  coal  of  good  grade 


sold  on  the  last  day  of  March  as  low  as 
$1.50  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  were 
strong  to  the  finish  but  lump  was  weak.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.50  to  $1.75; 
screenings,  $1.40;  nut,  $2.00;  egg  or  lump, 
$2.25;  1^-inch  lump,  $1.95. 

Carterville  coal  just  before  the  shut  down 
of  the  mines  was  more  demoralized  than  at 
any  other  time  in  the  last  year.  Some  con¬ 
siderable  quantities  of  6-inch  egg  sold  in  Chi¬ 
cago  on  Saturday  and  Monday  as  low  as  $1.75. 
For  mine-run  it  was  a  question  of  what  the 
buyers  were  willing  to  pay.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  for  Chicago  delivery :  Mine-run 
75  cents  to  90  cents;  lJ4-inch  screenings,  50 
cents  to  65  cents;  lump  or  egg,  75  cents  to 
$1.10. 

Clinton  coal  is  in  a  peculiar  position.  The 
market  was  strong  up  to  the  end  of  the  month 
on  the  belief  that  the  mines  would  close. 
When  the  operators  agreed  with  the  miners  to 
continue  operations  an  element  of  uncertainty 
was  introduced.  If  the  mines  continue  to  run 
the  operators  will  find  no  orders  as  most  of 
the  consumers  have  supplied  themselves  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  to  last  at  least  thirty  days. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  is  dead  on 
the  Chicago  market.  No  business  is  being 
done  and  inquiries  have  been  reduced  to  the 
minimum.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks 
or  egg,  $2.05  to  $2.30;  steam  lump,  $2.00  to 
$2.15. 

Brazil  Block  operators  decided  to  continue 
production  at  a  time  when  the  market  was  at 
the  lowest  notch  for  three  years.  This  week 
any  quantity  of  this  coal  could  be  purchased 
in  Chicago  for  $2.50,  although  some  of  the 
more  conservative  producers  were  asking  $2.70 
to  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  without  doing  any 
business  on  that  basis. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Hocking  coal  shipments  to  the  Chicago 
market  stopped  on  Tuesday  night  and  this 
action  was  considered  opportune  because  prac¬ 
tically  no  orders  were  on  hand  for  delivery  of 
any  of  this  coal  to  the  Chicago  trade.  There 
are  some  few  cars  on  hand  which  are  being 
held  for  full  circular.  In  the  meantime  some 
Hocking  coal  has  been  selling  around  the  mar¬ 
ket  as  low  as  $2.75.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Standard  Hocking,  $3.15;  Jackson  Hill,  $4.40; 
Pittsburgh  No.  8  54-inch  lump,  $2.65. 

A  good  deal  of  Kanawha  coal  is  still  stored 
around  Chicago  and  some  of  it  can  be  had  at 
a  bargain  because  fairly  liberal  shipments  from 
the  mines  are  continuing.  Prices  vary  con¬ 
siderably  but  the  market  is  still  quoted  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  at  $3.00  to  $3.25. 

Youghiogheny  coal  prices  are  now  governed 
by  the  new  circular  but  shipments  into  this 
market  are  light.  Most  of  the  coal  that  has 
been  coming  here  was  moved  on  contract  but 
these  have  now  been  filled.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  54-inch  steam,  $3.10;  54-inch  gas, 
$3.20;  154-inch  steam  lump,  $3.30. 

Smokeless  coal  has  been  sold  at  prices  named 
by  the  buyers.  Expectations  that  the  market 
would  revive  have  not  been  realized.  Plenty  of 
high  grade  smokeless  mine-fun,  screened  coal, 
has  been  selling  around  90  cents  and  $1.00, 
while  lump  and  egg  coal  have  been  shipped 
on  circular  price  for  mine-run.  The  market 
is  so  quiet  that  some  concerns  have  still  fur¬ 
ther  curtailed  shipments  to  this  market.  A 
more  favorable  turn  is  given  in  the  report  that 
something  like  150,000  tons  of  this  coal  has 
been  placed  on  contract  for  next  year’s  de¬ 
livery.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  mine-run,  $2.80  to  $3.30;  egg  or 
lump;  $3.50  to  $3.75.  _ 

Fairmont  coal  shipments  to  Chicago  are 
limited  to  contract  requirements.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  54-inch  steam,  $3.10;  54-inch 
gas,  $3.20;  l^-inch  steam  lump,  $3.30. 

The  Coke  Market. 

The  foundry  and  furnace  coke  market  in 
Chicago  has  continued  dull  and  inactive  but  a 
little  better  demand  has  been  seen  for  the  by¬ 
product  domestic  and  gas  house.  Most  of  the 
latter  that  was  up  to  demurrage  has  been 
cleaned  up  and  prices  have  stiffened  but  not  ad¬ 
vanced.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connells- 
ville,  $5.00;  Wise  County,  $4.75;  West  Virginia, 
$5.00;  48-hour,  $4.25;  by-product  foundry,  $5.25; 
by-product  domestic,  $4.75;  gas  house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Buying  Is  Light  and  Coke  Output  Is 
Curtailed — Two  Miners'  Con¬ 
ventions. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  April  2. 

In  anticipation  of  a  strike  of  all  of  the  union 
miners  throughout  the  Pittsburgh  district  on 
April  1,  operators  issued  instructions  generally 
to  rush  work  in  all  mines  in  operation  in  order 
to  get  out  as  much  coal  as  possible  before  the 
mines  were  shut  down.  This  created  a  great 
deal  of  activity  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and 
tonnages  were  greatly  increased. 

Operators  continued  to  receive  heavy  orders 
from  large  and  small  consumers,  who  have,  for 
two  weeks,  been  storing  as  much  coal  as  possi¬ 
ble,  and  as  there  was  room  for. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  prices,  nor  is  any 
expected.  There  is  an  abundance  of  coal  stored 
to  supply  the  entire  district  for  some  time,  and 
no  reason  for  an  advance  is  apparent.  Many  of  . 
the  operators  claim  that  they  are  glad  to  be  able 
to  shut  down  the  mines  for  a  month  or  so,  thus 
curtailing  production,  although  it  will  work  con¬ 
siderable  hardship  on  thousands  of  the  miners. 

It  is  not  though  that  the  strike  will  be  of  long 
duration,  however,  the  general  impression  being 
that  work  will  be  resumed  on  or  before  the  1st 
of  May. 

The  coke  situation  continued  very  unsatisfactory 
nearly  all  week,  and  instead  of  showing  improve¬ 
ment,  as  had  been  expected,  it  grew  even  worse, 
and  many  ovens  were  blown  out  in  the  different 
fields. 


Pittsburgh  Convention. 

The  special  convention  of  the  delegates  of  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  5,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
opened  on  Monday  morning  at  Moorehead  Hall, 
this  city,  with  about  175  delegates  present.  The 
meeting  was  presided  over  by  District  President 
Francis  Feehan.  After  the  delegates  were  seated, 
President  Feehan  read  the  call  for  the  convention 
and  it  was  formerly  declared  opened  for  business. 
He  then  read  a  communication  from  General 
Manager  Schluederberg,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  stating  that  the  committee  of  the  op¬ 
erators  was  in  session,  and  that  they  would  meet 
with  the  committee  from  the  miners  that  after¬ 
noon.  This  was  accepted,  and  a  committee,  com¬ 
posed  of  President  Francis  Feehan,  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  James  Clark,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  Tim¬ 
othy  Donovan,  and  the  new  executives,  F.  P. 
Hanaway,  George  Gusi,  John  McCartney,  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Friday,  George  Dagger,  Michael  Halapy, 
Jercy  Burgoyne,  A.  L.  Davis  and  John  Dricoll, 
appointed  to  meet  with  the  operators  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon.  Vice-President  James  Clark,  speaking 
for  the  miners,  made  the  following  statement 
prior  to  the  meeting  with  the  committee  from 
the  operators : 

“We  want  the  responsibility  of  any  suspension 
of  work,  if  it  should  come  to  that,  placed  on  the 
operators.  We  have  been  fair  in  this  matter  and 
are  willing  to  enter  into  negotiations  looking  to¬ 
ward  the  adjustment  of  a  satisfactory  scale  for 
the  coming  year.” 

At  2  o’clock  on  Monday  afternoon,  the  com¬ 
mittee  representing  the  operators  entered  the 
convention  hall  and  announced  that  they  were 
ready  to  meet  the  miners’  scale  committee.  This 
committee  was  composed  of  George  W.  Schlue¬ 
derberg,  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  chairman ; 
John  H.  Jones,  Pittsburgh-Buffalo  Company;  D. 
W.  Kuhn,  Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  J.  G.  Patterson,  Youghiogheny  &  Ohio 
Coal  Company ;  James  O’Neil,  United  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  ;  Alexander  Dempster,  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  and  J.  A. 
Sanford  and  J.  T.  M.  Stoneroad,  Carnegie  Coal 
Companv.  This  committee  had  held  a  meeting 
during  the  morning  in  the  offices  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company,  and  delivered  an  ultima¬ 
tum  to  the  miners’  committee  that  until  a  full 
and  final  settlement  was  made  of  all  matters  en¬ 
tering  into  the  wage  scale  and  working  agree¬ 
ment,  the  mines  would  be  closed.  This  meant  in 
so  many  words  that  every  mine  in  the  local  dis¬ 
trict  would  be  closed  down  for  a  time  at  least, 
as  it  would  be  impossible,  under  any  circum¬ 
stances,  to  adjust  many  of  the  local  scales  before 


their  expiration  on  Tuesday  night.  The  opera¬ 
tors  also  insisted  upon  an  arbitration  clause  be¬ 
ing  inserted  in  the  new  agreement,  it  being 
planned  to  prevent  the  calling  ot  a  strike  of  ttie 
miners  at  any  time  without  arbitration,  Ihe 
operators  declared  unanimously  that  it  was  im¬ 
perative  that  the  officials  of  the  union  should  not 
be  allowed  to  call  a  strike  in  all  of  the  mines  of 
a  company  when  the  matter  in  dispute  had  arisen 
m  but  one  mine  of  the  company. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  decision,  it  was 
decided  to  order  ail  miners  in  the  Pittsburgh 
district  out  of  the  mines,  and  instruct  them  not 
to  return  to  the  mines,  nor  to  go  near  them  un¬ 
til  ordered  to  be  the  officials  of  the  district.  Uver 
35,000  men  were  thus  atfected,  and  quit  work  on 
luesday  night,  'ihe  provision  was  made,  how¬ 
ever,  that  pumpers,  engineers,  firemen  and  water 
haulers  were  to  be  allowed  to  remain  at  work, 
although  if  there  was  any  attempt  to  mine  coal, 
or  to  remove  it  from  a  mine,  tnese  men  would 
also  be  ordered  out. 

Ihe  miners,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  decided  not 
to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  incoming  head  oi 
the  organization,  1.  L.  Lewis,  to  enter  into  an 
inter-state  agreement.  Alter  a  lengthy  discus¬ 
sion  it  was  decided  that  the  convention  go  on 
record,  however,  that  while  opposing  the  inter¬ 
state  agreement  this  year,  this  district  would  be 
prepared  to  enter  the  movement  next  year.  The 
letter  to  the  local  district  was  as  follows ; 

"Will  you  co-operate  to  re-establish  the  inter¬ 
state  joint  movement  for  the  purpose  of  nego¬ 
tiating  an  interstate  wage  contract  on  the 
basis  adopted  by  the  recent  special  national  con¬ 
vention  {  In  my  opinion,  another  effort  should 
be  made  to  re-establish  the  interstate  joint  move¬ 
ment  in  the  central  competative  field.  Kindly 
answer  on  receipt  of  this  letter.” 

Although  the  men  have  been  called  out,  this 
does  not  mean  that  there  will  be  no  further  joint 
conferences,  as  these  will  be  held  as  often  as 
is  deemed  necessary  to  get  together  and  finally 
adopt  a  scale.  There  is  but  little  doubt  that  an 
agreement  will  be  reached  within  a  month,  and 
it  is  understood  that  the  operators  will  make  no 
effort  to  operate  the  mines  with  non-union  men 
for  this  period  at  least.  There  is  little  demand 
for  coal  and  the  operators  claim  that  there  is  no 
real  necessity  for  operating  the  mines  for  that 
length  of  time  at  least. 


Convention  of  District  No.  2. 

The  annual  convention  of  District  No.  2, 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  opened  on 
Tuesday  morning,  March  24,  at  Du  Bois,  Pa., 
with  President  Patrick  in  the  chair.  The  report 
of  the  credentials  committee  admitted  298  dele¬ 
gates,  representing  about  40,000  miners  of  cen¬ 
tral  and  western  Pennsylvania. 

The  first  days’  sessions  were  devoted  entirely 
to  the  arranging  of  committees  and  to  hearing 
the  reports  of  the  district  officers.  It  was  de¬ 
cided  that  the  scale  committee  start  at  once  on 
the  preparation  of  the  scale  to  be  presented  to 
the  operators  at  the  joint  meeting  on  Thursday. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  announcement  was 
made  that  the  operators  of  the  district  were 
then  in  session  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  and  that  they 
would  meet  the  committee  of  the  miners  at  Clear¬ 
field  on  the  following  day  to  take  pp  the  wage 
scale.  The  wage  scale  committee  of  the  miners 
concurred  in  the  suggestion.  Nothing  was  known 
as  to  what  the  demands  of  either  the  operators 
or  the  miners  would  be.  There  was  absolutely 
no  strike  talk. 

After  a  debate  of  a  half  hour  at  the  Wednes¬ 
day  afternoon  meeting  of  miners,  a  resolution 
was  passed  endorsing  union  candidates  for  po¬ 
litical  offices.  Hearty  approval  was  expressed 
of  James  J.  Mack,  of  Du  Bois,  Pa.,  as  a  candi¬ 
date  for  election  to  the  legislature.  The  conven¬ 
tion  endorsed  James  McKay  for  membership  on 
the  board  to  be  created  by  Congress  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  cause  of  mine  disasters.  The  report 
of  the  resolutions  committee  censured  mine  ven¬ 
tilation  in  many  forms,  and  also  various  mine 
inspectors,  making  a  number  of  recommenda¬ 
tions.  This  report  was  reported  adversely  by 
the  committee  and  discussion  showed  that  most 
of  the  inspectors  are  faithful  enough,  but  that 
they  have  not  sufficient  power. 

On  the  third  day  the  center  of  interest  was 
transferred  from  Du  Bois  to  Clearfield.  The 
joint  conference  began  on  Thursday  afternoon, 


and  it  was  decided  to  hold  three  sessions  a  day 
until  an  agreement  was  reached.  At  the  wage 
scale  committee  meeting,  it  developed  that  the 
demands  of  the  operators  did  not  include  a  wage 
reduction  as  had  been  expected.  Before  the  close 
of  the  first  day’s  joint  session,  it  was  decided 
that  the  contract  in  force  during  1907  would  be 
renewed  for  another  year,  and  that  there  was 
then  no  possibility  of  a  strike  in  District  No.  2. 
On  Friday  morning  the  scale  committee  of  the 
miners,  which  had  been  at  Clearfield  the  day  pre¬ 
vious,  made  its  report  to  the  delegates  and  the 
matter  was  thoroughly  discussed,  this  discussion 
taking  up  the  entire  morning.  The  adoption 
of  the  scale  was  then  put  to  a  vote  and  accepted 
without  a  single  dissenting  voice. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Captain  John  Moren,  head  of  the  freight  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  has  returned  to 
Pittsburgh  after  spending  several  weeks  inspect¬ 
ing  the  holdings  of  his  company  in  various  parts 
of  the  south. 

F.  M.  Richey,  Jr.,  of  Pennsville,  Pa.,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  traveling  auditor  for  the  H. 

C.  Frick  Coke  Company,  in  the  Northern  Con- 
nellsville  region,  has  resigned  this  position.  The 
resignation  will  become  effective  as  soon  as  a 
successor  can  be  appointed. 

The  hearing -in  the  case  of  the  injunction  re¬ 
cently  granted  to  the  Hitchman  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  of  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  restraining 
John  Mitchell  and  other  officers  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  from  organizing  the 
miners  employed  by  the  company  into  a  union, 
has  been  continued  until  May  26.  The  case  came 
before  Judge  Umbel,  who  presided  at  the  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  federal  court  at  Parkersburg. 

The  decision  was  reached  last  week  at  a  meet-  ' 
ing  of  the  mine  superintendents  and  foremen 
throughout  the  Latrobe  district,  to  hold  a  mining 
institute  for  those  interested  in  that  region.  This 
institute  will  be  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  build¬ 
ing  at  Latrobe  about  the  middle  of  May,  the 
exact  date  not  having  been  decided  upon.  The 
committee  in  charge  has  secured  some  of  the 
leading  authorities  in  the  mining  industry,  who 
will  make  addresses  and  read  papers  before  the 
institute. 

A  bill  in  equity  was  filed  last  week  against 
the  Pittsburgh  &  Cross  Creek  Coal  Company,  of 
this  city,  asking  for  a  receiver  for  the  concern. 
The  action  was  brought  by  D.  J.  McLaughlin, 
general  manager  of  the  company,  who  alleges 
that  the  mines  formerly  operated  in  both  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  West  Virginia  have  been  idle  for 
some  time  past,  and  that  he  has  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  concern  is  insolvent.  The  court 
has  named  W.  H.  Grieves  receiver  to  take 
charge  of  the  property  of  the  company. 

Fire  last  week  destroyed  the  entire  upper 
workings,  including  the  tipple,  power  house,  hoist¬ 
ing  machinery,  etc.,  at  the  mine  owned  and  op¬ 
erated  on  the  outskirts  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  by 
A.  F.  Immel.  Fortunately,  however,  the  interior 
of  the  mine  was  not  injured  and  Mr.  Immel 
states  that  the  total  loss  will  not  exceed  $5,000. 
There  was  no  insurance  carried  but  the  tipple 
and  other  ruined  buildings  will  be  repaired  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  shaft  of  the  mine  was  150 
feet  in  depth,  and  during  the  fire  the  hoisting 
machinery  dropped  down  as  the  floor  burned. 
New  equipment  has  been  ordered  and  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  as  soon  as  received. 

Another  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Sunnyside  Coal  Company,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  was 
held  at  the  general  offices  of  the  company  in  that 
city  last  week,  and  it  was  decided  to  close  the  • 
deal  mentioned  last  week,  in  which  the  Sunny- 
side  company  takes  over  the  property  and  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Berkabile  Coal  Company,  also  of 
Johnstown.  All  but  twenty-five  of  the  total  is¬ 
sue  of  2,000  shares  of  the  Sunnyside  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  were  represented  and  the  decision  was 
practically  unanimous.  The  new  interests  will 
be  taken  over  this  month.  The  Sunnyside  Coal 
Company  has  also  decided  to  increase  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  mine  on  Ash  street,  Johnstown,  so 
that  with  the  new  acquisition  the  company  will 
have  a  daily  capacity  of  about  1,000  tons.  Addi¬ 
tional  equipment  will  be  installed,  which,  among 
other  improvements,  will  include  an  addition  to 
the  present  power  plant,  and  the  installation  of  an 
electric  haulage  system. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


River  Men  Have  Large  Supplies  On 
Hand  Ready  for  Any 
Emergency. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  April  2. 

There  is  nothing  but  strike  talk  today.  Every¬ 
body  is  asking  everybody  else  what  the  result  of 
the  more  or  less  general  suspension  of  mining  is 
going  to  amount  to,  the  producers  hoping  that 
stocks  will  be  cleaned  up  so  that  better  prices  will 
follow,  and  the  consumers  of  coal  are  trying  to 
make  themselves  believe  that  the  strike  is  only  a 
preconceived  plan  of  the  operators  and  some  of 
the  miners  to  force  the  buying  of  coal  when  there 
is  really  only  a  nominal  demand  and  a  lagging 
market.  Opinions  are  so  varied  that  it  is  idle  to 
attempt  a  forecast  of  the  event.  It  would  really 
be  worth  lots  of  money  to  know  now  just  what 
the  miners’  strike  will  amount  to,  and  what  the 
outcome  of  it  will  be.  The  general  coal  market  is 
lifeless,  notwithstanding  the  existing  conditions 
as  to  production,  and  no  amount  of  persuasion 
can  make  certain  big  buyers  take  in  more  than 
their  current  requirements  of  coal.  Some  of 
these  buyers  are  already  discounting  the  suspen¬ 
sion  or  strike,  and  speak  in  the  lightest  terms  con¬ 
cerning  the  mining  situation. 

While  Cincinnati  has  not,  now,  as  large  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  stored  for  emergency  use  as  it  some¬ 
times  has,  there  are  now  many  thousands  of  tons 
of  good  coal  waiting  here  for  higher  prices  to 
move  it  into  territory  not  usually  reached  when 
trade  conditions  are  normal.  The  holders  of  this 
reserve  stock  are  naturally  hoping  to  turn  an  hon¬ 
est  penny  through  somebody  else  being  short  of 
coal  during  the  next  thirty  or  sixty  days.  The 
river  companies  are  holding  quite  a  fleet  of  barges 
and  coal  boats  in  the  harbor  for  just  such  an 
emergency  as  this  strike  may  prove  to  be,  and 
most  of  these  river  dealers  also  have  good-sized 
piles  of  coal  out  on  the  river  bank  unused  by  the 
mild  weather  of  the  winter  just  closed.  One 
large  concern  with  the  most  up-to-date  elevator 
and  appliances  for  loading  coal  from  barges  in 
the  river  to  railroad  cars  has  upwards  of  100,000 
tons  of  excellent  coal  laid  by,  which  it  will  be 
very  glad  to  sell  a  little  later  on  at  an  advanced 
price.  Cincinnati  can  always  be  looked  to  with  a 
certainty  that  it  has  coal  when  there  is  a  strike 
of  any  kind  and  the  number  of  representative  coal 
men  here,  from  various  sections  of  the  country 
during  the  past  few  days,  shows  that  many  per¬ 
sons  do  not  believe  that  the  strike  is  a  bluff,  and 
that  these  men  are  seriously  looking  for  a  great 
suspension  and  want  to  know  positively  where 
they  are  going  to  get  their  coal  if  the  strike  really 
amounts  to  anything. 

Smokeless  Market  Firm. 

I 

Notwithstanding  the  general  weakness  of  the 
market,  and  the  very  light  demand  for  nearly  all 
kinds  of  coal,  the  smokeless  market  is  quite  firm 
at  $1.60  a  ton  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  and  egg  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  There  is  also 
a  better  demand  for  splint  nut  and  slack,  and 
there  has  been  an  appreciable  advance  in  the 
price  of  this  commodity  within  the  week.  Good 
nut  and  slack  is  quite  scarce  at  80  cents  a  ton  at 
the  mines,  and  ranges  from  this  price  down  to  75 
cents  minimum  for  grades  that  a  week  ago  would 
hardly  bring  65  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Kan¬ 
awha  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines, 
with  coarse  lump  as  high  as  $1.60.  The  demand 
for  river  coal  is  rather  limited,  but  the  market  is 
quite  firm  on  account  of  the  possibility  of  a  scar¬ 
city  of  coal  later  on,  in  which  case  river  coal  will 
be  the  only  coal  available.  Lump  afloat  in  barges 
is  quoted  at  7J4  cents  a  bushel,  and  nut  and  slack 
from  5  to  6  cents  a  bushel.  The  local  retail 
trade  is  at  a  standstill,  with  no  changes  in  prices. 


Victory  for  Clinch  Valley. 

The  coal  operators  of  the  Clinch  Valley  have 
just  won  a  decided  victory  over  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railroad  in  the  matter  of  a  freight  rate 
south.  Heretofore  the  Clinch  Valley  people  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  a  rate  htat  was  ten  cents 
a  ton  higher  than  the  shippers  from  the  Poca¬ 


hontas  field  enjoyed.  Failing  to  get  satisfaction 
from  the  railroad,  they  took  their  case  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  with  the  result 
that  an  order  has  just  been  issued,  to  go  into  ef¬ 
fect  at  once,  giving  the  Clinch  Valley  operators 
the  same  rate  south  as  the  Pocahontas  field. 


Operators  Talk  Lake  Business. 

A  largely  attended  meeting  of  Kanawha  oper¬ 
ators  was  held  here  a  few  days  ago  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  working  out  a  lot  of  details  of  the  com¬ 
ing  season  in  the  lake  shipping  business.  From 
what  could  be  learned  from  several  who  attended 
the  meeting,  it  semed  to  be  the  general  opinion 
that  the  lake  business  will  be  very  late  in  opening 
up  this  year.  This  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  coal  left  over  at  the  head 
of  the  lakes,  and  there  will  be  no  rush  to  get  coal 
there  early  this  year.  There  is  very  little  ore 
coming  this  way  this  year,  and  this  is  putting 
only  a  few  vessels  into  commission,  most  of  the 
great  carriers  still  being  at  the  dock  without 
crews.  As  coal  is  the  cheap  freight,  there  is  very 
little  incentive  to  get  the  boats  out,  especially  as 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  full  cargoes  of  ore  back. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Jay  Gaines,  representing  C.  M.  Anderson  &  Co., 
Columbus,  Ohio,  was  a  business  visitor  here  dur¬ 
ing  the  week. 

D.  C.  Campbell,  of  the  Campbell  Coal  Company, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  Atlanta,  Ga.,  spent  several 
days  here  this  week  on  business. 

T.  W.  Barker,  representing  the  Southern  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  made  the 
rounds  of  the  coal  offices  during  the  early  part  of 
the  week. 

Maurice  Sternberger,  the  Wealthy  Jackson, 
Ohio,  operator,  and  a  heavy  investor  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  enterprises,  is  suffering  from  blood  poisoning 
occasioned  by  cutting  one  of  his  corns  while  here 
a  week  or  two  ago.  He  is  reported  to  be  in  a 
critical  condition. 

William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  returned  a 
few  days  ago  from  a  trip  to  New  York.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Norman  G.  Kenan,  president,  and 
Theodore  Clauss,  secretary,  of  the  Union  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  of  this  city. 

The  board  of  trustees,  commissioners  of  water 
works,  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  will  open  bids 
on  April  10  for  furnishing  and  delivering  coal  for 
the  western  hills  pumping  station  of  the  city 
water  works.  Specifications  can  be  had  at  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  board  at  city 
hall. 

The  White  Oak  Coal  Company  has  been  award¬ 
ed  the  contract  to  supply  the  Hunt  street  and 
Pendleton  power  houses  of  the  Cincinnati  Trac¬ 
tion  Company.  This  award  caused  a  lot  of  sur¬ 
prise  among  the  trade,  as  the  Fairmont  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  had  the  business  for  so  many  years  it 
was  only  natural  to  suppose  that  that  concern 
would  retain  the  business. 

F.  L  Garrison,  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
coal  men  of  the  district,  formerly  president  of 
the  Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  and  one  of 
the  largest  mine  owners  in  the  Cabin  Creek  dis¬ 
trict,  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  an  extended 
pleasure  and  business  trip  through  Mexico,  re¬ 
turning  by  way  of  Cuba.  Mr.  Garrison  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyed  the  trip.  He  was  accompanied  by 
T.  F.  Farrell,  a  former  well  known  Cincinnatian. 

The  Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  was  the  lowest  bidder  on  coal  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  this  week.  This  company  will  furnish 
splint  lump  coal  delivered  to  the  various  school 
houses  for  $2.46  a  ton.  The  contract  calls  for 
about  7,000  tons  to  be  delivered  to  about  thirty 
school  houses  scattered  over  an  area  of  about  fif¬ 
teen  miles.  The  bidding  on  this  business  was 
quite  spirited,  and  the  range  of  prices  was  very 
small. 

Kuper  Hood,  the  former  popular  manager  of 
the  Big  Hill  Coal  Company,  of  this  city,  but  now 
president  of  the  Kentucky  Fuel  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  spent  several  days 
here  this  week  renewing  old  ties  of  business  and 
friendship.  While  here  he  closed  the  contract 
to  furnish  the  South  Covington  &  Cincinnati 
Street  Railway  Company,  the  “over  the  river 
lines,”  with  coal  during  the  coming  year.  The 


business  amounts  to  30,000  tons.  Straight  Creek 
nut  and  slack  will  be  used. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  250,000  bushels  of 
Pittsburgh  nut  and  slack  to  the  new  city  water 
works  river  pumping  stations  was  awarded  this 
week  to  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  at  its  bid  of  8.15  cents  a 
bushel  delivered  in  the  steel  cars  of  the  water 
works  at  the  river’s  edge  at  the  two  pumping 
stations.  There  was  a  lower  bid  than  this,  and 
the  test  of  the  coal  put  in  by  the  lower  bid  was 
remarkably  high,  but  the  bid  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  only  remaining  bid  was  that  of  the  “River 
Coal”  company,  which  was  really  the  only  com¬ 
pany  having  facilities  for  filling  the  contract 
properly. 

The  Flat  Top  Fuel  Company  is  the  latest  as¬ 
pirant  for  favor  in  the  coal  business  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  district.  This  concern,  which  is  a  large 
selling  agency,  having  two  large  Pocahontas 
mines  and  five  mines  in  the  Thacker  district,  has 
opened  offices  in  the  Union  Trust  building  and 
will  be  under  the  management  of  F.  B.  Raines, 
who  will  carry  the  title  of  western  sales  manager. 
Mr.  Raines  is  well  known  in  the  local  trade  as 
the  man  who  introduced  War  Eagle  coal  into 
this  market,  and  who,  in  a  short  period,  worked 
up  an  enormous  tonnage  for  this  coal  in  this  dis¬ 
trict.  Mr.  Raines  has  just  recovered  from  a  se¬ 
vere  illness  of  several  months,  but  starts  in  in  his 
new  place  with  great  vigor  and  promise.  W.  H. 
Thomas  is  president  of  the  Flat  Top  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  operators  in  the 
Pocahontas  fields. 


Minneapolis  Market. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  April  2. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Strikes  and  rumors  of  strikes 
are  at  a  discount  in  the  northwest.  Prices  in 
the  Twin  Cities  for  all  descriptions  of  coal  are 
decidedly  ragged,  and  few  inquiries  are  being  re¬ 
ceived  from  dealers.  They  seem  contented  to 
let  matters  take  their  course,  relying  on  conditions 
to  adjust  themselves  to  the  normal  basis  before 
beginning  to  stock  coal.  The  steam  plants  that 
have  taken  the  strike  seriously  are  all  pretty  well 
stocked  up,  some  of  them  having  purchased 
enough  coal  to  run  them  from  sixty  to  ninety 
days. 

There  is  no  change. in  prices  at  the  docks,  $3.50 
for  Youghiogheny  and  Hocking  Lump  and  $3.15 
for  dock  run  still  being  in  effect. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  there  will  be  much 
activity  in  April,  as  dealers  generally  try  to  take 
advantage  of  the  reduced  prices  effective  the 
first,  and  fill  all  available  storage  room.  This 
naturally  has  a  depressing  effect  on  soft  coals, 
this  year  more  than  usual  for  the  reason  that 
dealers  take  it  for  granted  that  market  conditions 
prevalent  for  ninety  days  will  continue  indefinitely, 
and  they  will  be  able  to  replenish  stocks  as 
needed,  at  about  the  present  range  of  prices. 

In  Illinois  soft  coals  Franklin  county  is  in 
fairly  good  demand  at  $1.40  and  $1.60  f.  o.  b 
the  mine.  Carterville  is  offered  at  a  wider  range 
at  $1.25  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  with  a  large 
surplus  of  all  sizes  in  transit  and  at  reconsigning 
points.  Peoria  coal  is  firm  at  $1.60  to  $1.75  for 
the  domestic  sizes  and  $1.20  to  $1.30  for  run-of 
mine. 


Ira  E.  Stevens  has  recently  installed  a  10-foot 
Stevens  fan  at  Twin  Rocks,  Pa.,  for  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Coal  Mining  Company.  They  advise  that 
in  the  initial  test  they  obtained  over  130,000 
cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  with  a  4-inch  water 
gauge.  This  is  a  most  excellent  record  for  a 
10-foot  fan.  In  this  instance  they  were  obliged 
to  drag  the  air  about  two  miles  through  main 
entries  and  several  miles  more  through  cross 
entries.  This  accounts  for  the  high  water  gauge. 
A  recent  test  made  by  the  Dering  Coal  Company 
at  their  Willfred  mine  near  Shelburn,  Ind., 
shows  that  their  10-foot  fan  is  delivering 
over  113,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  against 
a  water  gauge  of  2.6  inches.  These  10-foot  fans 
are  being  operated  by  direct  connected  13x12 
Ideal  engines  and  the  mechanical  efficiency  in 
both  of  the  above  tests  is  from  85  to  90  per  cent. 
The  “Volume  Factor,”  which  is  usually  termed 
“Volumetric  Efficiency,”  is  also  unusually  high 
in  the  Stevens  fans,  running  from  3.5  against  a 
4-inch  water  gauge,  to  5.34  against  a  2.6-inch 
water  gauge. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 


Suspension  of  the  Mines  Gives  a  Shade 
Better  Tone  to  Slack— Lakes 
are  Not  Open. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  2. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Quieter  conditions  prevail  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  steam  and  domestic  markets  and  throughout 
this  territory  than  for  any  similar  period  this 
year.  So  far  this  week  interest  has  been  cen¬ 
tered  on  the  question  of  suspension  of  mining,  to 
the  detriment  of  business.  Firms  have  been  un¬ 
able  to  convince  patrons  that  a  big  storage  supply 
must  be  laid  in. 

A  few  weeks  ago  there  was  considerable  buy¬ 
ing  under  fear  of  a  mine  suspension.  The  activ¬ 
ity  was  noticeable  in  the  transportation  depart¬ 
ments  of  railroads.  But  this  soon  sagged.  The 
demaand  was  for  a  very  limited  reserve  supply. 
Instead  of  stocking  up  for  several  weeks  ahead, 
under  existing  general  business  conditions,  con¬ 
sumers  of  steam  coal  of  all  kinds  laid  by  a  two 
or  three  weeks’  supply. 

There  is  a  feeling  that  enough  stock  to  last 
that  long  will  suffice,  because  the  big  consumers 
entertain  the  belief  that  more  coal  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  as  soon  as  it  is  actually  needed.  In  the 
face  of  strong  demand  for  the  coal,  it  is  not 
thought  there  will  be  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
getting  sufficient  to  take  care  of  current  require¬ 
ments. 

Slack  is  scarce.  The  prevailing  price  is  80 
cents,  although  a  few  sales  at  85  cents  are  re¬ 
ported.  Run-of-mine  is  holding  steady  at  $1 
and  other  grades  in  scattering  sales  are  selling 
steady  at  prices  that  have  prevailed  generally  for 
the  past  two  months  in  this  territory,  $1.15  and 
$1.25  for  three-quarters  and  inch  and  a  quarter. 

Retail  prices  are  unchanged.  The  demand  is 
not  as  good  as  usual  at  this  time  of  year.  Fewer 
consumers,  apparently,  are  finding  themselves 
short  at  the  windup  of  winter.  This  spring  seems 
to  be  an  exception  in  that  finish-up-winter  orders 
are  scarce. 

Comparatively  few  contracts  have  been  closed. 
Retailers  here  do  not  usually  contract  this  early 
here.  Industrial  concerns  have  been  hanging 
back,  as  has  been  anticipated.  The  contract¬ 
making  will  probably  proceed  soon,  however,  on 
the  basis  of  mining  rate,  whatever  that  may  be. 
All  operators  here  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  will 
be  May  1  before  any  decided  change  in  the  situ¬ 
ation  takes  place.  No  variation  in  prices  is 
looked  for. 


Lake  Activities. 

The  first  boats  to  leave  a  Lake  Erie  port 
with  coal  cargoes  this  season  were  the  Maine 
and  the  Knapp  and  Uranus,  from  Huron  to 
Windsor.  The  Maine,  towing  the  other  two,  ar¬ 
rived  at  Huron  this  week  from  Marine  City  and 
departed  at  once  with  the  cargoes.  Capt.  Booth 
reported  that  he  did  not  encounter  ice  on  the  en¬ 
tire  trip  down  the  rivers  nor  in  Lake  Erie.  Ves- 
selmen  and  shippers  at  this  port  say  the  outlook 
for  the  regular  opening  of  navigation  has  not 
changed,  ‘and  they  still  believe  the  big  boats  will 
not  get  away  before  June  1. 

Very  little  coal  is  being  held  at  this  port  on 
track  or  on  vessels,  although  an  impression  was 
put  out  a  few  weeks  ago  that  some  of  the  buy¬ 
ing  was  being  done  in  the  lake  trade.  It  devel¬ 
ops  now  that  the  railroads  themselves  were  the 
purchasers  at  that  time  and  have  stored  for  their 
own  purposes  in  their  own  ways. 


Personal  Mention. 

Without  exception,  operating  firms  reported 
here  yesterday  a  complete  shut  down  at  their 
mines.  They  do  not  look  for  the  production  of  a 
shovel  full  of  coal  before  May  1. 

J.  L.  Good,  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Buffalo  Company, 
and  H.  J.  Lawrence,  of  the  M.  A.  Hanna  Com¬ 
pany,  returned  this  week  from  a  business  trip  to 
Chicago  for  their  respective  firms. 

C.  W.  Somers,  vice-president  of  the  Cleveland 
Baseball  Club  Company  and  prominent  coal  oper¬ 
ator  here,  has  not  yet  returned  from  the  south, 
where  he  and  Mrs.  Somers  have  been  following 
the  Cleveland  team.  Mr.  Somers  adopts  this 
plan  of  taking  a  vacation.  He  loves  baseball 
enough  to  make  the  trip  doubly  beneficial. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


The  jury  in  the  so-called  “ice  trust’’  case  dis¬ 
agreed  here  today,  after  deliberating  twenty-four 
hours.  The  jurors  stood  eight  to  four  for  con¬ 
viction.  The  trial  lasted  twenty-one  days  and 
cost  the  county  $3,000,  as  nearly  as  can  be  esti¬ 
mated.  The  defendant  in  the  case  was  Charles 
A.  Albright.  He  was  accused  of  being  a  member 
of  a  local  organization  that  controlled  prices  in 
violation  of  the  Valentine  law.  He  was  tried 
first  of  the  nine  defendants.  The  other  cases 
will  probably  be  nollied. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  April  2. —  ( Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.) — To  all  appearances  not  a  single  ripple 
has  been  caused  by  the  suspension  of  mine  opera¬ 
tions.  There  has  been  no  change  in  either  price 
or  demand.  Undoubtedly  the  month  of  March 
was  better  than  it  would  have  been  had  not  many 
sales  been  made  in  anticipation  of  later  needs. 
The  month  was  far  ahead  of  either  January  or 
February,  although  it  was  not  a  heavy  month. 

There  is  much  speculation  as  to  just  what  will 
be  the  outcome  of  the  present  labor  agitation,  but 
the  consensus  of  opinion,  here,  is  that  it  will  de¬ 
velop  into  nothing  serious,  and  that  the  whole 
matter  will  be  settled  and  the  mines  in  operation 
in  a  short  time.  All  the  mines  in  this  state  were 
closed  down  yesterday,  but  there  is  now  and  will 
continue  to  be  considerable  coal  coming  into  this 
market.  In  the  first  place  coal  now  in  transit 
will  not  all  be  in  for  several  days,  and  besides 
this  an  extensive  trade  is  always  carried  on  in 
coal  from  the  West  Virginia  fields,  and  as  this 
section  is  not  affected  by  the  present  difficulty, 
it  is  probable  that  it  will  continue  to  be  shipped 
in  from  there.  The  Kentucky  mines  are  also 
within  easy  reach  and  while  shipments  from  that 
field  have  not  been  so  large  it  is  estimated  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  securing  large 
quantities  from  that  source.  In  addition  to  all 
this  the  local  factories  are  all  fairly  well  stocked, 
having  supplies  sufficient  to  run  them  for  from 
two  weeks  to  six  weeks,  while  the  railways  have 
larger  stocks  than  private  concerns. 

Very  few  of  the  local  coal  people  treat  the 
suspension  as  a  serious  matter,  and  there  is  per¬ 
haps  not  a  dealer  in  the  city  who  would  not 
gladly  take  all  orders  presented  at  reasonable 
figures.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  a  few  who 
think  the  shut  down  will  prove  long  drawn  out, 
and  that  there  will  be  some  scrambling  for  coal 
before  the  outcome  is  finally  determined.  In  case 
of  an  actual  scarcity  they  point  to  the  fact  that 
very  little  coal  will  come  into  this  market  from 
West  Virginia  if  there  is  a  call  from  the  eastern 
markets  for  it,  which  would  be  altogether  prob¬ 
able. 

Domestic  demand  is  reported  to  be  about  normal 
for  this  season  of  the  year  with  prices  still  at 
bed  rock.  There  seems  to  be  no  disposition  to 
open  up  lake  transportation  for  some  time  to 
come.  Dealers  are  not  looking  for  a  heavy  trade 
during  April,  for  the  reason  that  large  amounts 
were  purchased  in  March  for  April  use,  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  labor  troubles.  Whatever  the  final  out¬ 
come  may  be  the  local  dealers  are  all  happy  and 
feel  that  matters  cannot  easily  be  a  great  deal 
worse  than  they  have  been,  and  the  chances  are 
that  there  will  be  an  improvement  in  conditions. 


Personal  Mention. 

H.  T.  Greffly,  Dertoit  representative  of  the 
Elmer  Miller  Coal  Company,  was  a  caller  at  the 
home  office  this  week. 

W.  R.  Pifer,  the  retail  coal  dealer  from 
Alverton,  Ohio,  made  a  Toledo  visit  Saturday, 
calling  on  his  numerous  friends  in  the  local  coal 
circle. 

H.  Thomas,  Detroit  representative  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company,  is  spending  a  short  time 
at  his  home  in  this  city,  and  incidentally  calling 
oil  old  friends. 

A  telegram  from  I.  W.  Copelin  announces  that 
he  was  in  New  Orleans  last  Saturday.  He  will 
probably  spend  a  few  days  on  business  in  Mexico 
before  returning  to  Toledo.  He  is  expected  home 
in  about  two  weeks. 

The  Oreton  Coal  Mining  Company,  of  Toledo, 
was  recently  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  were  E.  C.  Froeh- 


lich,  Harriet  E.  Frankenberger,  Justice  Wilson, 
Alice  I.  Haughton  and  R.  M.  Churchman. 

The  circuit  court  recently  affirmed  the  finding 
of  the  common  pleas  court  in  the  case  against 
Robert  Frank,  a  local  retail  coal  dealer,  who  was 
convicted  of  receiving  car  brasses  stolen  from  a 
railroad,  and  was  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary 
for  two  years. 

The  Ohio  &  West  Virginia  Coal  Company, 
which  for  the  last  year  has  been  located  in  room 
No.  919  The  Spitzer,  will  remove  to  a  suite  of 
five  rooms  at  No.  962-966  in  the  same  building. 
The  change  will  be  made  about  April  25.  The 
company  will  thus  procure  more  commodious 
quarters. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  2. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  shut  down  came  as  expected,  as 
every  mine  in  the  district  is  closed,  and,  as  things 
look  now,  not  one  of  them  will  turn  a  wheel  for 
some  time.  The  price  of  coal  all  last  week  re¬ 
mained  unchanged,  i.  e.,  Standard  lump  (which 
is  the  index  of  the  market)  bringing  from  85  to 
90  cents  at  the  mines,  with  fine  coal  bringing 
good  prices.  However,  the  price  advanced  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  to  about  $1.00  per  ton,  and 
some  was  sold  at  these  figures  today.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  mines  ran  full  the  last  three  or  four 
days  and  did  not  sell  very  much  of  their  output, 
so  consequently  nearly  every  mine  has  a  siding 
full  of  coal  stored.  Some  of  the  operators  are 
selling  out  what  they  have  on  track  today  and 
others  are  holding  any  coal  that  tney  have  on 
track  at  the  mines.  Very  little  coal,  compara¬ 
tively,  has  changed  hands  today,  and  if  the  strike 
lasts  any  length  of  time  this  coal  that  is  being 
held  will  not  amount  to  much. 

As  to  just  how  long  this  shut  down  is  likely  to 
last  is  merely  a  matter  of  conjecture,  about 
which  no  one  seems  to  have  any  definite  informa¬ 
tion.  A  cold  wave  is  predicted  for  tonight,  and 
it  looks  as  if  this  might  clean  up  whatever  stocks 
the  dealers  have  accumulated.  This  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  result  in  good  prices  for  any  coal  that  can 
be  picked  up  on  the  outside.  The  coal  men  are 
turning  their  attention  to  getting  in  all  of  their 
money,  to  see  how  much  they  really  have  just  for 
once.  It  is  anticipated  that  some  of  the  slow  ones, 
that  have  been  let  alone  more  or  less,  on  account 
of  the  press  of  business,  will  be  bothered  not  a 
little  in  the  near  future. 

We  can  only  quote  prices  on  Standard  lump 
and  mine-run  and  Carterville  lump  and  mine-run, 
as  the  market  is  bare  of  all  other  coals  and  has 
been  bare  of  fine  coal  for  several  days.  Standard 
lump  sold  for  $1.00  at  the  mines,  or  $1.62  f.  o.  b. 
St.  Louis,  and  mine-run  for  85  cents  at  the  mine, 
or  $1.47  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis.  Carterville  lump  coal 
sold  for  $1.20  at  the  mines,  or  $1.97  f.  o.  b.  St. 
Louis,  and  mine-run  at  $1.05  at  the  mines,  or 
$1.82  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  S.  Van  Epps  of  Cleveland,  western  agent  of 
the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Company,  was  in  town 
last  week. 

“Sporty”  McDonald,  salesman  for  the  Bessemer 
Washed  Coal  Company,  has  gone  to  Pinckneyville, 
Ill.,  to  visit  his  family. 

The  Bessemer  Washed  Coal  Company  has  given 
nearly  all  of  its  office  force  a  vacation,  as  they 
anticipate  there  will  be  nothing  for  them  to  do 
during  April. 

The  Kokoals  gave  a  koruskation  last  Friday 
night,  and  it  was  a  memorable  affair.  Eleven 
new  members  were  initiated,  among  whom  was 
Harry  Mathews,  of  the  Western  Anthracite  Coal 
&  Mining  Company,  and  Hugh  Graves,  secretary 
of  the  Missouri  &  Illinois  Coal  Company,  also 
Ed  Wilson,  of  the  Missouri  &  Illinois  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  At  the  banquet  a  novel  feature  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  Heinecke,  who  had  a  chart  with 
cartoons  of  the  different  brands  of  coal  which  the 
kokoal  menibers  represent,  and  with  a  pointer 
led  them  through  the  old  German  comedian  song, 
“Ish  Das  nicht  ine  schnitzle  baum”  (spelling  not 
guaranteed),  with  variations  to  suit  the  occa¬ 
sion.  This  stunt  took  immensely.  The  Kokoals 
were  very  happy  to  have  their  brother,  J.  S.  Van 
Epps,  with  them  from  Cleveland,  who  seemed  to 
enjoy  the  event  keenly. 
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Kansas  City  Trade. 


Operators  Are  Trying  to  Compel  Miners 
to  Live  Up  to  Contract  Ob¬ 
ligations. 


Kansas  City,  April  2. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — All  of  the  mines  in  the  southwestern  dis¬ 
trict  are  idle  and  more  than  35,000  miners  are  out 
of  work.  Conventions  of  miners  and  operators 
are  being  held  here  this  week  simultaneously. 
The  miners  are  trying  to  decide  what  action  they 
will  take  if  the  operators  refuse  to  renew  the  con¬ 
tract.  The  operators,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
making  up  their  minds  whether  they  will  permit 
the  old  contract  to  go  into  force  or  submit  an¬ 
other  one,  the  terms  of  which  will  not  be  as  sat¬ 
isfactory  to  the  miners  as  those  of  the  former 
one. 

The  operators  easily  have  the  upper  hand.  A 
suspension  at  this  time  injures  them  little.  The 
railroads  and  other  big  customers,  anticipating  a 
strike,  collected  large  supplies  of  coal,  and  all  of 
the  operators  have  a  big  surplus  at  the  mines. 
There  is  no  trouble  about  wages  in  this  district. 
The  controversy  grows  out  of  the  question  of 
living  up  to  a  contract  when  made. 

Under  the  contract  which  has  just  expired 
when  there  was  trouble  at  a  mine  the  work  was 
to  go  on  and  the  subject  matter  in  dispute  was 
to  be  referred  to  arbitration.  But  that  has  not 
always  been  the  practice.  The  operators  have 
been  complaining  for  two  years  that  when  the 
men  working  in  a  mine  became  dissatisfied  they 
simply  walked  out  and  forced  the  operators  to 
shut  down  until  the  operators  came  to  terms  or 
the  miners  got  tired. 

As  long  as  times  were  good,  the  demand  for 
coal  steady  and  the  supply  of  labor  scarce  the 
miner  had  his  way.  The  operator  made  the  best 
of  the  situation,  but  now  the  demand  is  forty 
per  cent  less  than  a  year  ago.  The  railroads  have 
a  supply  of  coal  on  hand.  Many  other  customers 
are  buying  oil.  The  outlook  for  business,  they 
say,  is  not  as  good,  and  the  operators  consider 
that  they  are  in  better  condition  to  fight  out  some 
of  these  conditions  with  the  miners  than  they 
have  been  in  ten  years  or  are  likely  to  soon  be 
again. 

The  railroad  companies  are  all  prepared  for 
the  suspension  of  the  mines  and  can  run  for 
thirty  or  sixty  days  without  buying  another  ton 
of  coal.  They  have  been  getting  ready  for  the 
past  several  weeks.  There  is  probably  no  rail¬ 
road  system  in  Kansas  which  has  as  much  coal 
stored  on  the  ground  and  in  the  cars  as  has  the 
Frisco-Rock  Island  system.  It  is  semi-officially 
announced  that  up  to  noon  Tuesday,  when  the 
storing  ceased  for  Kansas,  that  the  enormous 
amount  of  540,000  tons  had  been  stored. 

The  Santa  Fe  has  about  concluded  the  storing 
of  the  amount  of  coal  it  will  have  to  provide  for 
the  shut  down  in  the  mines.  It  is  announced 
semi-officially  that  this  company  has  200,000  tons 
stored  at  various  places  in  Kansas  upon  the 
ground  and  in  cars. 

The  Kansas  City  Southern  has  great  piles  of 
coal  stored  at  the  shop  yards,  pending  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  mines  for  the  next  thirty  days. 
This  is  the  only  one  of  the  four  roads  entering 
Pittsburg,  Kas.,  which  has'  a  large  amount  of 
fuel  stored  there,  their  storage  being  made  nec¬ 
essary  from  the  fact  that  this  is  a  division  point 
and  that,  the  shops  are  located  there.  In  Pitts¬ 
burg  this  company  has  17,000  tons  stored  on  the 
ground  and  1,000  tons  more  stored  in  cars.  This 
will  be  sufficient  to  last  them  over  any  ordinary 
suspension. 

So  far  the  trouble  between  the  miners  and  the 
operators  has  not  affected  coal  prices,  and  dealers 
declare  it  will  not  unless  the  suspension  extends 
over  a  great  period  of  time.  Because  of  the 
threatened  strike  there  has  been  increased  activity 
in  the  demand  for  all  grades,  but  consumers  have 
not  become  panicky  by  any  means.  The  operators 
are  assuring  their  customers  that  they  will  be 
able  to  take  care  of  all  orders  for  some  time  to 
come. 


Wear  Company  Sold. 

It  was  officially  announced  yesterday  that  the 
Western  Coal  &  Mining  Company  had  absorbed 


all  of  the  holdings  of  the  Wear  Coal  Company 
and  took  charge  April  1.  The  Wear  Company, 
which  has  for  so  long  been  one  of  the  influential 
and  heavy  competitive  coal  companies,  went  out 
of  existence. 

The  offices  of  the  Wear  Coal  Company  in  this 
city  will  be  merged  with  the  Western  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Company’s  offices.  This  merger  will  make 
the  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Company  the  strong¬ 
est  coal  operating  concern  in  this  district,  oper¬ 
ating  more  mines  and  having  heavier  interests 
than  any  other  company  in  the  district. 

The  district  headquarters  of  the  company  will 
be  maintained  in  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  as  before,  and 
the  merger  will  make  Pittsburg  a  more  important 
point  for  the  big  Gould  coal  interests  than  ever 
before. 

The  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Company  will  op¬ 
erate  all  of  the  properties  acquired  by  its  ab¬ 
sorption  of  the  Wear  holdings.  Besides,  they  in¬ 
tend  to  sink  more  shafts  on  the  various  tracts 
of  land  acquired  in  the  deal.  It  is  stated  author¬ 
itatively  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to 
carry  on  the  coal  business  in  the  district  on  more 
extensive  scale  than  ever  and  that  there  will  be 
no  shut  down  of  mines,  only  in  the  incidental 
events  that  ordinarily  overtake  any  working  mine 
in  the  district  for  a  short  time. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  April  2. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Even  with  the  certainty  of  a  strike  in  the 
east,  and  the  possible  shut  down  of  the  mines  in 
northern  Colorado,  the  coal  trade  has  not  been 
any  more  active  than  for  the  last  month,  during 
which  time  it  has  been  alive  and  that  is  all.  Low 
prices  have  been  quoted  on  Colorado  coal,  both 
for  domestic  and  steam  grades,  but  these  did  not 
stimulate  buying,  and  there  is  so  much  coal  in 
dealers’  bins,  and  so  much  coal  stored  by  rail¬ 
roads  and  manufacturing  plants  in  Nebraska,  Kan¬ 
sas,  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico,  Texas,  and  in  fact 
all  the  territory  which  is  reached  by  Colorado 
Coal,  that  it  will  take  at  least  a  ninety-day  shut 
down  of  mines  in  those  states  to  help  the  Colo¬ 
rado  trade. 

Many  of  the  operators  say  they  have  secured 
as  many  storage  orders  as  they  anticipated.  The 
orders  were  booked  at  $2.50  for  lump  and  $2.25 
for  nut  for  April,  May,  June  and  July  shipment, 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  not  much  storage  coal 
will  commence  to  move  before  May.  The  Col¬ 
orado  railroads  did  not  store  any  coal  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  a  strike,  and  their  freight  tonnage  is  so 
light  that  they  are  not  making  much  of  a  hole  in 
their  old  storage  piles. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  there  will  be  an.  in¬ 
creased  demand  for  Colorado  coal  along  the 
Union  Pacific  railway,  occasioned  by  the  cutting 
off  of  production  from  the  Hanna  mines,  due  to 
the  recent  terrible  explosion  there. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  smelters  throughout  the  state,  also  the 
steel  works  at  Pueblo,  arc  working  more  men 
than  they  did  last  week,  which  seems  to  be  a 
sign  that  times  are  improving. 

Both  the  D.  &  R.  G.  and  the  C.  &  S.  railways 
have  been  receiving  new  engines  and  cars,  and 
will  be  in  much  better  shape  to  handle  the  out¬ 
put  of  the  mines  than  heretofore. 

Work  at  the  Sopris  mine,  which  has  been  closed 
down  since  March  15  because  of  the  fire  which 
destroyed  the  washery  and  tipple,  was  resumed 
on  the  28th,  the  temporary  tipple  having  been 
rushed  to  completion.  Coal  is  being  sent  to  the 
Segundo  washer,  where  it  will  be  prepared  for 
coke,  until  the  new  washer  at  Sopris  has  been 
completed. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  coke  ovens  of  the  Colo¬ 
rado  Fuel  &  Iron  Company  at  Cardiff  will  start 
up  April  1,  after  having  been  shut  down  sixty 
days  for  the  first  time  in  twenty-five  years.  There 
has  been  practically  no  demand  for  coke  for  six 
months,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  surplus 
stocks  at  mills,  smelters  and  foundries  must  be 
about  cleaned  up. 

The  Central  Colorado  Power  Company,  which 
has  been  constructing  a  large  reservoir  near  Glen- 
wood  Springs,  and  the  Eastern  Colorado  Power 
Company,  which  has  been  building  one  near  Boul- 


-  * 

der,  will  start  up  work  soon  and  will  consume  a 
good  tonnage  of  coal.  These  works  were  shut 
down  when  the  slump  came,  on  account  of  hav¬ 
ing  their  funds  tied  up  in  the  Knickerbocker 
Trust  Company  of  New  York.  Now  that  the 
company  has  resumed,  and  the  Power  people  are 
able  to  get  at  their  money,  they  will  push  work 
and  try  and  make  up  for  time  lost. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  miners  union 
of  northern  Colorado  and  the  committee  of  op¬ 
erators  have  not  been  able  to  come  to  terms  and 
have  postponed  further  negotiations  for  a  few 
days.  The  miners  presented  their  demands,  call¬ 
ing  for  an  average  increase  of  twenty  per  cent. 
On  some  work  they  ask  an  advance  of  forty  per 
cent.  Their  demands  are  so  unreasonable  that  it 
may  be  a  hard  task  to  get  the  two  committees  to 
accomplish  anything.  The  miners  in  northern 
Colorado  have  been  making  better  wages  than 
those  in  any  other  part  of  the  country,  and  a 
week  or  so  ago  it  was  the  general  impression 
that  they  would  be  glad  to  leave  well  enough 
alone.  They  are  making  as  big  a  bluff  as  possi¬ 
ble  and  are  liable  to  be  called. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Operators  Desire  to  Ship  Coal  North,  But 
Find  an  Obstacle  in  Stock  of 
Consumers. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  April  2. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — Coal  operators  of  Knoxville  do  not 
now  look  forward  for  much  improvement  in  the 
domestic  coal  business  before  the  middle  of  the 
year,  the  winter  having  passed  and  the  dull  season 
of  the  domestic  market  having  arrived. 

While  the  operators  were  looking  forward  to  a 
possible  shortage  in  the  north  and  west  because  of 
a  strike,  it  has  been  convincingly  demonstrated 
that  there  has  been  a  stocking  up  which  bodes  no 
good  for  southern  operators  in  northern  markets 
under  any  conditions. 

The  steam  market  has  more  promise  but  the 
spring  has  not  brought  such  activity  among  the 
mills  as  was  anticipated.  There  has  been  some 
increase  in  demand  for  this  line  and  some  very 
good  annual  contracts  have  been  landed  recently 
bv  the  operators,  but  the  condition  is  not  as  rosy 
as  the  operators  would  like  to  see  it. 

A  general  feeling  exists  that  while  mill  orders 
for  fall  trade  have  not  been  large  there  will  be 
supplementary  orders  as  soon  as  the  political  situ¬ 
ation  clears  up  a  little  and  the  public  mind  is  bet¬ 
ter  settled  as  to  what  are  the  probabilities  for  the 
future.  For  these  reasons  it  is  expected  that  there 
may  be  a  distinct  improvement  after  the  political 
conventions  an  the  summer  and  a  large  improve¬ 
ment  after  the  November  election. 

The  operators  have  their  agents  in  the  field 
after  contracts.  It  may  be  said  that  the  field  has 
not  been  worked  harder  for  several  years.  From 
present  indications  there  are  to  be  plenty  of  cars, 
a  thing  that  has  not  happened  for  several  years, 
and  this  makes  contracts  look  more  attractive 
than  formerly. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Southern  railway  will 
at  once  finish  up  its  line  from  southwestern  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  Rogersville.  Junction  on  the  main  line 
which,  when  done,  will  establish  a  new  short 
line  rate  for  the  Virginia  mines  to  Carolina  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  it  is  said  that  this  new  rate  will  be 
the  Coal  Creek  rate.  If  so.  it  will  prove  a  hard 
blow  to  the  Coal  Creek  mines  for  the  reason  that 
the  Virginia  mines  can  be  operated  at  much  less 
expense,  it  is  claimed,  than  the  Coal  Creek  and 
Oliver  Springs  mines.  The  Virginia  mines  would 
have  the  advantage  in  the  Carolinas,  which  is 
an  important  territory,  but  as  for  Georgia  and 
Tennessee  points  the  East  Tennessee  mines 
would  hold  their  own. 

All  considered,  nothing  is  so  promising  to  East 
Teennessee  steam  coal  mines  as  the  intention  to 
improve  the  Clinch  river,  which  will  afford  an 
outlet  for  coal  to  the  Ohio  river  and  beyond. 

The  prospects  are  bright  for  a  large  attendance 
of  coal  dealers  at  the  meeting  of  the  Southeastern 
Retail  Dealers’  Association  and  the  Kentucky- 
Tennessee  Dealers’  Association  of  coal  men  to 
be  held  in  Knoxville,  April  14,  15,  16.  The  plans 
are  being  perfected  to  give  the  visitors  a  royal 
reception,  the  operators  taking  great  interest  in 
this  feature. 
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Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  April  2. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence ) — The  news  that  nearly  200,000  miners  had 
laid  down  their  picks  in  the  coal  fields  of  the 
middle  west  was  received  with  considerable  sat¬ 
isfaction  by  the  coal  shippers  of  Detroit,  for  the 
consensus  of  opinion  is  that  a  cessation  of  work, 
even  though  brief,  will  bring  things  down  to  a 
business  basis. 

“We  are  producing  too  much  coal,”  said  a 
prominent  man  who  is  interested  in  a  number  of 
large  properties.  “A  Hocking  operator  told  me 
the  other  day  that,  since  last  December,  his  mines 
had  not  even  cleared  expenses.  With  Hocking 
lump  down  to  $1.20  in  Chicago,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  and  with  the  coal  selling  at  any  old 
price  in  this  city,  I  can  readily  believe  that 
statement.  You  cannot  produce  the  material  for 
$1.20.” 

The  lake  business  has  hardly  begun  and  it  is 
expected  that  navigation  will  open  late  this  sea¬ 
son,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  spring  in  the 
northwest.  There  is  considerable  coal  of  all 
grades  on  track  at  this  point  and  prices  are,  to 
use  a  common  expresion,  all  shot  to  pieces.  In 
fact,  things  are  at  a  standstill.  The  amount  of 
business  done  this  summer  will  depend,  of  course, 
on  the  length  of  the  period  of  suspended  opera¬ 
tions. 

Anthracite  orders  for  April  delivery  are  com¬ 
ing  in  very  satisfactorily  and  the  prospect  of 
prompt  deliveries  is  excellent.  In  fact,  the  an¬ 
thracite  sales  agents  are  well  pleased  with  the 
outlook  for  the  summer  trade.  Small  orders 
are  still  coming  in  to  the  retailers,  who  will 
thus  be  able  to  get  rid  of  their  old  stock.  The 
retail  price  will  be  reduced  from  $7.50  to  $7.00 
on  May  1. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

George  W.  Wandless,  who  has  been  manager 
of  the  Pittsburgh  &  West  Virginia  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  for  over  a  year,  has  severed  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  that  concern  and  gone  back  to  the  sales 
department  of  Jules  G.  Hoffman,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  coal  shippers  of  this  city.  Mr. 
Wandless  has  been  in  the  coal  business  over 
twenty  years  and  was  formerly  with  Mr.  Hoff¬ 
man.  , 

A  new  concern  to  be  known  as  the  Columbia 
Fuel  Company  has  been  started,  with  offices  in 
suite  333  Majestic  building.  W.  B.  Woodbury, 
formerly  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Home 
Telephone  Company,  is  president  and  W.  B. 
Gillan  is  manager  of  sales.  Other  prominent 
coal  men  will  join  the  force  and  incorporation 
papers  will  be  taken  out  at  once.  Mr.  Wood¬ 
bury  is  also  well  known  in  Ohio. 

W.  T.  Roberts,  sales  agent  for  Williams  & 
Peters,  of  Buffalo,  was  in  this  city  last  Tues¬ 
day.  Charles  Clark,  of  the  same  concern,  ac¬ 
companied  Mr.  Roberts. 

S.  E.  Gauthier,  sales  agent  for  W.  J.  Scully, 
was  in  Chicago  and  Indianapolis  last  week  on 
business. 

M.  D.  Jones,  of  Columbus,  who  represents 
the  Hughes  Creek  Coal  Company,  was  a  visitor 
in  Detroit  the  entire  week. 


Combination  of  Retail  Yards. 


(Concluded  from  Page  13.) 
veloped  such  a  large  and  dependable  business 
that  for  a  number  of  years  various  departments 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  have  relied  upon  the 
coal  coming  from  his  mines  for  municipal  use. 
Mr.  Peabody  and  Mr.  Connery,  while  doing  a 
retail  business  through  their  yards,  have  con¬ 
fined  their  attention  mostly  to  wagon  deliveries 
to  large  office  buildings  and  flats.  They  have 
also  done  a  wagon  business  to  small  factories 
which  have  not  a  direct  railroad  connection. 
While,  in  a  sense,  this  has  been  retail  business 
it  is  really  wholesale  in  its  character.  George 
F.  Getz  is  really  the  retail  man  of  the  com¬ 
bination  because  his  yards  have  done  a  larger 
percentage  of  wagon  business  directly  to  the 
individual  consumer  than  either  of  the  other 
companies.  The  location  of  his  yards  has  been 
responsible  for  something  of  this  policy  al¬ 
though  Mr.  Getz  has  also  done  a  large  business 
with  the  office  buildings  and  flats  in  the  terri¬ 
tory  which  he  serves.  Mr.  Getz  is  the  young¬ 


est  man  in  the  combination  and  on  account  of 
his  extraordinary  abilities,  as  a  manager  of 
retail  yards,  and  on  account  of  the  push  and 
energ-'  which  are  characteristic  of  him,  he  has 
been  selected  as  the  general  manager  of  all  the 
retail  yards  and  is  entrusted  with  the  execution 
of  the  details  subject,  of  course,  to  the  policies 
mapped  out  by  the  executive  committee  which 
is  made  up  of  all  the  officers  of  the  company. 

As  clearly  indicated  by  the  poliev  which  this 
company  hopes  to  pursue,  in  future,  the  work¬ 
ing  out  of  its  plans  will  become  immediately 
important  not  only  to  the  retail  trade  of  Chi¬ 
cago  but  to  the  retail  trade  in  the  larger  cities 
all  over  the  country.  It  will  solve  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  the  question  of  economical  deliveries  as 
well  as  the  problem  of  enabling  a  retail  dealer 
to  expand  his  territory  without  increasing  the 
capital  invested  in  his  plant  or  without  enter¬ 
ing  untried  fields  ,in  the  pursuit  of  the  natural 
development  of  his  business. 


Lewis  Takes  Hold. 


On  Tuesday  at  midnight  Tom  L.  Lewis 
became  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America.  He  succeeded  John  Mitchell,  who 
had  been  the  president  of  that  organization 
for  ten  years. 

Mr.  Lewis  enters  upon  his  field  of  activity 
at  a  time  when  great  things  are  naturally  ex¬ 
pected  of  him  and  consequently  at  a  time  when 
he  has  an  opportunity  to  make  a  record  for 
himself  which  will  continue  with  him  for  years 
or  an  opportunity  to  blight  his  hopes  of  be¬ 
coming  an  important  factor  in  important  busi¬ 
ness  relations.  Although  Mr.  Lewis  has  been 
vice-president  of  the  organization  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  is  not  very  well  known.  His 
policies  have  not  been  clearly  and  thoroughly 
understood  because  his  official  position  has 
never  illuminated  his  personality.  Today  he 
comes  into  the  limelight  of  a  big  position  and 


Tom  L.  Lewis. 


if  his  personal  policies  are  equal  to  his  job 
he  will  have  a  chance  to  not  only  make  a  per¬ 
manent  position  for  himself  with  the  mine 
workers  but  gain  for  himself  a  permanent 
place  in  the  great  business  organization. 

The  operators  of  the  country  are  today  de¬ 
manding  conservatism  in  regard  to  labor  con¬ 
tracts.  The  mine  workers,  through  persistent 
adhesion  to  the  interstate  agreement,  have  sig¬ 
nified  a  similar  desire.  Mr.  Lewis’  path  to 
prominence  and  permanency  in  his  position 
is  very  clearly  marked  out,  and  if  he  follows 
the  conservative  policy  he  is  not  likely  to  go 
wrong. 


Pomeroy  Procures 

Smokless  Agency. 

DeForest  Pomeroy  passed  through  Chicago 
this  week  on  his  way  to  Minneapolis  after  a 
ten  days’  trip  through  the  East.  Incidentally 
he  let  the  news  become  known  that  he  had 
obtained  the  exclusive  sale  of  the  coals  mined 
by  the  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks  Company 
of  Detroit  in  the  states  of  Minnesota,  Wis¬ 
consin,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Iowa,  Ne¬ 
braska  and  Illinois  outside  of  Chicago.  This 
deal  gives  him  excellent  connections  on  high- 
grade  eastern  coals  and  places  him  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  where  he  will  have  to  be  reckoned  with 
when  this  tonnage  is  being  placed. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  has  been  actively  connected 
with  the  coal  trade  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
most  of  which  time  has  been  spent  in  North¬ 
western  territory.  He  gained  his  first  coal 


DeForest  Pomeroy. 


experience  with  Coxe  Brothers  &  Company, 
and  for  nine  years  was  traveling  sales 
agent  .for  that  company  with  headquarters  at 
Sioux  City,  Iowa.  The  DeCamp  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  of  St.  Louis  in  1903  decided  to  open 
an  office  in  Chicago  .and  Mr.  Pomeroy  was 
appointed  manager.  He  remained  with  this 
company  for  several  years'  and  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  resign  on  account  of  poor  health. 
After  a  year’s  rest  he  again  enters  active  busi¬ 
ness  life  and  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
Minneapolis  office  of  the  Zenith  Furnace  Com¬ 
pany.  After  working  for  fifteen  years  for 
other  people,  he  decided  that  it  was  about 
time  to  get  into  business  for  himself,  and  on 
January  1st  he  opened  a  general  jobbing  of¬ 
fice  in  the  Security  Bank  Building  Minneap¬ 
olis.  With  his  latest  connection  he  is  in  an 
enviable  position  to  take  care  of  his  trade  in 
the  northwest  and  he  will  undoubtedly  build 
up  a  large  tonnage  in  that  territory.  He  has 
a  wide  circle  of  friends,  a  complete  line  of 
coals  and  exclusive  arrangements  with  import¬ 
ant  operating  interests  which  insures  a  well- 
earned  success. 


The  New  York  Central  has  just  given  the 
American  Locomotive  Company  an  order  for 
138  new  locomotives,  which  will  help  some  of 
the  material  supply  people  considerable,  and 
will  also  enable  the  locomotive  company  to 
run  its  shops  on  better  time.  When  it  was 
announced  in  Broad  street  the  other  day  that 
the  railroad  company  had  decided  to  have  the 
locomotives  built,  some  jester  made  the  query 
as  to  whether  the  payment  for  same  is  to  be* 
made  in  real  money  or  in  empty  freight  cars. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Coal  Year  Closes  Very  Quiet- 
Strike  Talk  Has  No  Effect  on  Bi¬ 
tuminous  Situation. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  April  2. 

The  anthracite  coal  year  ended  with  March, 
and  it  was  a  very  disagreeable  ending  for  both 
the  producers  and  the  dealers.  March  came  in 
like  a  lamb  and  went  out  just  as  quietly,  there 
being  only  a  few  days  of  real  cold  weather 
within  the  month.  The  consumption  of  coal,  nat¬ 
urally,  was  very  much  short  of  normal.  April  1 
saw  the  reduced  circular  come  into  effect,  and 
while  there  has  been  some  loading  for  April  de¬ 
livery,  the  aggregate  tonnage,  booked  by  the 
companies  so  far,  is  very  much  short  of  former 
seasons.  Indeed,  it  now  looks  as  if  the  com¬ 
panies  will  have  a  very  busy  April  and  may  be 
followed  by  a  dull  summer. 

Orders  now  on  hand  for  April  delivery  will 
keep  the  companies  pretty  busy  but  it  is  likely 
that  the  end  of  the  month  will  find  fewer  orders 
to  be  filled  in  succeeding  months  than  has  been 
the  case  in  former  seasons.  While  some  of  the 
companies  and  dealers  report  that  they  have  all 
their  former  customers  on  their  books  for  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  new  coal  year,  most  of  them  report 
that  the  amount  of  coal  ordered  by  them  is  short 
of  their  purchases  in  former  years. 

In  New  England  many  of  the  retail  dealers  are 
believed  to  have  fair  stocks  of  winter  coal  still 
on  hand.  Many  of  them  ordered  liberally  last 
summer  and  fall,  believing  that  the  winter  was 
going  to  be  one  of  usual  severity.  It  was  quite 
the  reverse,  and,  as  a  result,  many  of  them  have 
fair  stocks  of  coal  on  their  hands.  While  many 
of  these  dealers  have  placed  orders  for  coal  for 
April  delivery,  their  orders  are  small.  They,  of 
course,  want  to  get  the  advantage  of  the  fifty 
cents  a  ton  reduction  prevailing  during  April, 
but  they  are  so  uncertain  as  to  finances  and  as 
to  future  needs  that  they  are  not  going  to  take 
the  risk  of  filling  up  their  pockets  just  now. 

In  New  York  City  while  the  dealers  are  not 
said  to  be  heavily  stocked  with  winter  priced 
coal,  they  are  not  buying  as  heavily  for  April 
delivery  as  in  former  seasons.  Some  of  the  best 
informed  retailers  report  that  there  is  not  the 
customary  inquiry  from  consumers  for  coal  at 
this  season.  If  April  and  May  should  prove  to 
be  as  cool  as  April  and  May  of  last  year,  a 
large  amount  ■of  coal  will  be  needed  for  consump¬ 
tion,  but  if  we  are  to  have  for  these  months  a 
repetition  of  the  weather  which  prevailed  in 
March,  it  will  mean  a  dull  period  for  both  re¬ 
tailers  and  wholesalers. 

There  is  a  fair  line  trade  which  has  been 
greatly  stimulated  by  the  reduction  in  prices, 
but  this  business  is  expected  to  fall  off  after 
this  month.  Considerable  coal  is  going  towards 
the  lakes.  The  demand  from  this  territory,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  up  to  that  of  former  seasons. 

In  the  way  of  production,  most  of  the  com¬ 
panies  will  operate  on  full  time  the  balance  of 
this  month.  Unless  the  consuming  market  is 
stimulated  by  the  weather,  it  is  probable  that  the 
future  operations  will  not  be  on  full  time,  though 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  companies  will  shortly 
commence  to  pile  up  considerable  coal  to  provide 
against  a  general  strike  next  April. 

The  March  tonnage  figures  have  not  been 
given  out.  Early  estimates  put  the  Reading’s 
tonnage  for  the  month  at  750,000  tons,  or  about 
150,000  tons  short  of  their  production  for  March 
of  1907.  If  the  other  companies  show  a  corre¬ 
sponding  decrease,  it  will  mean  a  total  tonnage 
for  March  of  around  4,000,000  tons  as  com¬ 
pared  with  over  5,000,000  tons  produced  in  March, 
1907.  Some  have  estimated  the  March  produc¬ 
tion  as  being  decreased  twenty-three  per  cent. 
The  lower  anthracite  fields  were  the  most  af¬ 
fected,  some  of  the  operations  in  this  territory 
being  idle  a  greater  part  of  March.  The  Read¬ 
ing  and  Lehigh  Valley  have  probably  restricted 
their  operations  more  than  any  of  the  other  com- 
nanies,  while  the  mines  in  the  upper  fields  in  the 
Scranton-Wilkesbarre  regions  have  worked  very 
steadily  throughout  the  month. 

The  situation  as  to  steam  sizes  is  somewhat 
complicated.  Some  of  the  companies  have  con¬ 
tracted  for  all  that  they  care  to,  and  this  is  taken 


by  consumers  and  the  public  generally  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  companies  are  uncertain  as  to  the 
time  their  mines  will  be  worked  during  the  year. 
If  the  demand  for  the  prepared  sizes  is  not  up 
to  that  of  former  seasons,  their  output  of  steam 
sizes  will  naturally  be  short.  They  cannot  afford 
to  mine  coal  just  to  produce  the  steam  sizes,  for 
which  they  can  usually  find  a  ready  market. 

The  demand  for  steam  sizes  for  immediate 
business  is  only  fair,  and  one  hears  some  rumors 
that  some  of  the  sizes  are  obtainable  at  prices 
under  the  new  circular.  Pea  coal  is  held  very 
firm,  and  the  companies  predict  no  trouble  in  sell¬ 
ing  all  of  their  production  of  this  popular  size 
at  the  circular  price. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

The  probability  of  a  general  strike  in  many 
of  the  soft  coal  producing  fields  has  so  far  had 
no  appreciable  affect  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
soft  coal  trade.  There  has  been  no  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  consumers  to  place  orders  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  a  scarcity  of  coal  due  to  the  suspension 
of  mining.  Indeed,  it  is  argued  that  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  territory  can  be  plentifully  supplied 
with  coal  from  such  Pennsylvania  mines  as  will 
not  be  affected  by  the  strike  and  from  the  West 
Virginia  fields,  where  strikes  are  not  feared,  to 
keep  things  going,  and  this  is  the  line  of  talk 
that  they  have  handed  out  to  the  zealous  and 
energetic  coal  salesmen  who  have  used  the  strike 
talk  as  a  means  of  forcing  orders. 

From  week  to  week,  new  contracts  for  the  coal 
year  are  being  closed,  but  there  are  still  many 
large  consumers  who  have  not  yet  signed  up  for 
their  needs  for  the  ensuing  year.  Some  of  the 
producers  of  the  well  known  grades  say  that  they 
have  taken  contracts  from  practically  all  of  their 
last  year’s  customers,  but  that  the  tonnage  bar¬ 
gained  for  is  about  ten  per  cent  short  of  the 
tonnage  taken  last  season.  One  feature  of  the 
situation  is  that  those  consumers  who  are  sign¬ 
ing  contracts  are  not  sending  in  their  first  ship¬ 
ping  orders,  nor  are  they  giving  the  producer 
much  consolation  as  to  when  they  will  commence 
taking  coal.  In  former  seasons  it  has  been  the 
rule  that  the  order  for  first  shipments  would 
accompany  any  contract,  but  this  is  not  the  case 
this  year. 

Trade  generally  is  very  quiet.  Line  trade  is 
only  active  in  spots,  and  while  cars  are  plenti¬ 
ful,  the  roads  are  not  running  coal  through  as 
promptly  as  the  la-ck  of  other  traffic  would  indi¬ 
cate  that  they  could.  Some  contracts  for  gas 
coals  are  being  made  from  time  to  time,  prices 
averaging  about  five  to  ten  cents  a  ton  under  last 
season’s  prices.  In  some  quarters  a  demand  for 
gas  slack  is  noted  from  the  cement  companies, 
which  would  indicate  that  there  is  a  revival  of 
activity  in  this  line. 

Far  eastern  business  has  not  yet  opened  up  to 
any  noticeable  extent.  New  England  trade  is 
very  little  improved.  Along  the  sound  there  is 
only  a  fair  demand  for  coal,  with  the  better 
grade  in  best  demand. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  very  quiet.  While 
there  is  not  much  coal  at  the  ports,  prices  are 
weak,  with  some  coal  offering  as  low  as  $2.40 
and  $2.50.  Fair  grades  are  quoted  from  these 
figures  up  to  $2.80  and  $2.90,  with  George  s 
Creek  and  like  grades  selling  at  $3.00  to  $3.35. 

In  the  vessel  market  there  are  plenty  of  large 
vessels  offering,  with  prices  still  low.  Many 
small  vessels  which  were  tied  up  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  have  not  yet  been  attracted  by  the  situation 
to  come  out  and  bid  for  business.  It  is  reported 
that  very  large  vessels  can  be  procured  as  low 
as  fifty-five  cents  for  cargoes  from  Philadelphia 
to  Boston.  The  prevailing  rates  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  eastern  ports  are  as  follows :  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  60  to  65  cents;  Newbury- 
port  and  Bath,  70  to  75  cents;  Portsmouth,  65 
to  70  cents;  Saco,  $1.00  to  $1.05;  Gardiner  and 
Bangor,  75  to  80  cents ;  to  sound  ports,  55  to 
60  cents;  from  New  York  harbor  around  the 
cape,  60  cents ;  to  common  sound  ports,  40  to  55 
cents. 


Preparations  have  already  been  begun  for  the 
convention  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  which  will  be  held  here  the  first 
Tuesday  in  June.  The  convention  will  take  up 
three  days  and  on  the  second  day  the  Kokoals  will 
have  a  koruskation. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  April  2. — ( Special  Correspondence.) 
—While  there  was  practically  no  delivery 
of  anthracite  during  the  last  half  of  March, 
April  comes  in  with  a  promise  of  better  things, 
for  orders  for  this  month’s  delivery  have 
been  coming  in  with  considerable  freedom. 
Following  are  circular  prices:  Selected  lump 
and  grate,  $5.25;  egg,  $5.50;  stove,  $5.50;  chest¬ 
nut,  $5.50;  pea,  $4.25.  This  price  is  for  the 
gross  ton  on  cars  at  Buffalo  or  the  bridges. 
Free  on  board  vessels  at  Buffalo,  per  gross 
ton:  Selected  lump  and  grate,  $5.30;  egg,  $5.75; 
stove,  $5.75;  chestnut,  $5.75;  pea,  $4.50.  The 
company  reserves  the  right  to  change  these 
prices  at  any  time  without  notice.  The  usual 
April  reduction  is  provided  for. 

No  vessel  chartering  has  been  done  for  the 
last  three  weeks.  Loading  continues  at  the 
Lackawanna  docks,  but  the  Lehigh  has  not 
commenced  loading  though  considerable  char¬ 
tering  was  done  by  that  company  in  February. 
The  rush  and  bustle  with  the  beginning  of 
April  last  year  is  strangely  lacking,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  ice  conditions  are  better  than 
they  were  a  year  ago.  The  outlQok  is  not  as 
bright  as  might  be  for  heavy  business  early  in 
the  season.  Vesselmen  are  not  showing  any 
anxiety  to  get  started.  The  principal  reason 
for  this  is  found  in  the  financial  stringency 
which  has  checked  demand. 

Warm  weather  for  the  last  half  of  March 
served  to  hold  the  local  retail  market  down 
to  a  narrow  limit,  for  buying  has  been  only 
for  present  needs  and  these  have  been  much 
less  than  in  most  previous  years.  In  Buffalo 
especially  has  the  winter  season  been  an  inno¬ 
vation.  Practically  all  the  cold  weather  came 
in  February  while  usually  March  demands  a 
large  amount  of  coal  for  domestic  purposes. 

Bituminous  Market. 

Operators  interested  in  the  Allegheny  Valley 
mining  district  were  confident,  when  they  left 
Buffalo  on  Monday  to  attend  the  meeting 
with  the  scale  committee  at  East  Brady,  Pa., 
that  the  scale  operative  last  season  would  be 
adopted  without  delay.  The  miners  realize 
that  the  conditions  are  not  favorable  to  a  de¬ 
mand  for  an  increase. 

Miners  and  operators  in  what  is  known  as 
the  Central  mining  field,  held  a  meeting  last 
week  at  which  the  same  scale  as  was  in  opera¬ 
tion  in  1907-8  was  signed.  There  is  doubt 
expressed  that  the  mines  will  be,  able  to  run 
full  time,  for  industrial  conditions  show  little 
improvement  except  in  the  minds  of  the  opti¬ 
mists.  Four  hundred  more  men  were  laid  off 
in  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works  at  Dunkirk 
this  week. 

There  is  very  little  business  contracted  for 
this  season,  thus  far,  consumers  apparently  be¬ 
ing  satisfied  to  await  further  developments. 
Some  of  the  larger  operators  look  forward  to 
little  activity  in  the  general  business  for  the 
next  thirty  or  sixty  days. 


Personal  Mention. 

D.  L.  Tuttle,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  in  this  city 
has  returned  from  Philadelphia  where  he  had 
been  in  conference  for  several  days  with  the 
other  western  representatives  of  the  Reading 
Company. 

E.  C.  Roberts  attended  the  East  Brady  con¬ 
ference  this  week. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 

Railroad  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following 
statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  March  28, 
and  previously  during  the  year: 

Broad  Top  Cumberland  Total 

Week  March  28,  1008 .  15,290  7,185  22,475 

Corresponding  week  in  1907....  20,099  14,025  34,124 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 166,315  91,140  257,456 

Corresponding  period  in  1907. .  .255,514  186,214  441,728 

Total  for  week .  22,475 

Decrease  for  week .  11,649 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  257,456 

Decrease  to  date .  184,272 
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Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  April  2. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)— 
Cargoes  of  anthracite  coal  at  the  reduced  price 
are  now  en  route  and  for  the  next  few  weeks 
at  least  the  anthracite  trade  in  a  wholesale  way 
will  be  very  a’ctive.  While  the  companies  have 
numerous  orders  for  April  shipments,  yet  they 
confess  that  there  will  not  be  the  tonnage 
moved  this  April  that  there  was  last  year.  There 
are  conflicting  ideas  as  to  the  amount  of  coal 
bought  at  winter  prices  that  the  retailers  have 
on  hand.  Some  of  them  had  pretty  empty  bins 
on  the  1st,  so  that  they  will  need  to  replenish 
their  stocks  for  immediate  needs  if  not  to  take 
advantage  of  the  50  cent  reduction. 

The  March  consumption  of  coal  was  not  near 
normal,  owing  to  the  warm  weather,  so  that  those 
dealers  who  bought  last  summer  and  early  fall 
in  anticipation  of  a  severe  winter,  doubtless 
have  some  stocks  still  on  hand.  A  salesman 
for  one  of  the  big  companies  making  many  of 
the  New  England  towns,  said:  “We  have  lots  of 
orders  for  April  coal,  as  nearly  everyone  wants 
several  cars  or  cargoes  at  the  reduced  price.  I 
am  afraid  if  April  is  a  mild  month,  that  the 
remaining  spring  months  will  find  the  demand 
very  slack.  Retail  prices  are  expected  to  be 
reduced  at  the  usual  time,  and  until  then  re¬ 
tail  trade  will  not  be  active. 

The  bituminous  market  is  still  very  flat.  New 
business  is  very  scarce,  while  contracts  are 
much  harder  to  close  than  in  former  seasons. 
There  is  only  a  fair  volume  of  coal  coming 
forward,  the  most  of  which  is  on  contracts. 
There  is  much  uncertainty  in  the  trade  as  to  the 
outcome  of  the  suspension  of  mining  in  some 
of  the  regions,  while  the  consumers  seem  in¬ 
clined  to  hold  off  signing  contracts  until  late 
in  the  spring. 

Low  freight  rates  prevail  from  all  the  lower 
ports,  and  with  the  reduced  prices  on  the  stand¬ 
ard  West  Virginia  coals,  the  Pennsylvania  pro¬ 
ducers  are  being  handicapped.  Good  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  coals  can  be  obtained  at  $2.30  or  $2.35 
f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia.  With  a  freight  rate  at 
60  cents,  this  makes  them  $2.90  up  here. 

Vessels  are  still  plentiful  and  low  rates  pre¬ 
vail,  60  to  70  cents  covering  the  range  from  all 
the  lower  ports.  Season  charters  are  being 
made  at  70  to  75  cents  from  these  ports. 


Trade  Briefs. 

Frank  H.  Kellogg,  formerly  with  the  Eastern 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  now 
Connecticut  agent  for  the  Garfield  &  Proctor 
Coal  Company,  of  this  city,  with  headquarters 
at  Hartford.  He  succeeds  G.  M.  Lincoln,  who 
is  now  connected  with  the  L.  H.  Bailey  Coal 
Company,  of  this  city. 

At  Waterbury,  Conn.,  the  Citizens’  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated,  with  capital  stock 
of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are :  F.  G.  Hum¬ 
phrey,  Frank  Miller,  F.  G.  Platt  and  L.  W. 
Camp. 

The  earnings  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad  Company  for  the  March 
quarter  will  reflect,  it  is  stated  here,  a  heavy 
loss  in  both  gross  and  net  earnings  in  January 
especially  in  freight,  which  fell  off  some  30 
per  cent.  In  February  there  was  a  small  gain 
in  net  earnings.  In  March  the  loss  of  gross 
earnings  continued,  but  was  largely  offset  by 
heavy  reductions  in  operating  expenses.  Officers 
of  the  company  say  that  unless  business  depres¬ 
sion  increases  the  great  reduction  of  expenses 
will  soon  nearly  equal  the  loss  in  earnings. 
The  reduced  expenses  are  not  merely  in  the 
pay  roll,  but  in  the  reduction  of  50  per  cent  in 
the  demurrage  charges  on  detained  cars  and  in 
curtailment  of  purchases  of  supplies. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report  as  follows: 

Freight  rates  to  Cuban  and  Mexican  ports 
softened  during  the  past  week,  principally  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  limited  demand  for  tonnage,  and  the 
steamer  Skogland,  1,837  tons  register,  and 
steamer  Beeforth,  1,722  tons  register,  were 
both  chartered  to  load  coal  at  Baltimore  for 
Vera  Cruz  or  Tampico  at  $1.30,  and  there  are 
two  or  three  boats  offering  for  Havana  coal  at 
$1.10,  which  rate  is  unobtainable  at  the  mo¬ 
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ment,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Havana  orders. 
A  large  number  of  steamers  are  leaving  the 
United  States  each  week  with  coal  and  coke 
for  foreign  ports,  but  the  majority  of  these 
boats  are  taking  cargoes  on  contracts.  The 
fact  that  nearly  all  shippers  are  moving  their 
coal  under  transportation  contracts  also  has 
a  depressing  effect  upon  the  market,  as  it 
limits  the  demand  for  tonnage. 

At  present  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
indication  that  the  market,  during  the  next 
thirty  days,  will  reach  a  higher  level,  but  as 
many  of  the  charters  of  boats  that  time  char¬ 
terers  now  have  will  expire  in  the  next  few 
months  and  will  not  be  renewed,  this  will 
withdraw  a  number  of  steamers  from  this 
market,  as  the  boats  on  termination  of  present 
charters  will  take  business  to  the  other  side, 
and  this  may  have  an  effect  on  the  rates  from 
here. 

Rates  to  the  Mediterranean  are  unchanged, 
although  the  steamer  Algeria,  2,909  tons 
register,  was  recently  chartered  for  Philadel- 
phia-Savona  coal  at  10s  9d. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows:  $1.10  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $1.50 
to  $1.60  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.35  to  $1.45 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.45  to  $1.55  to  Daiquiri;  $1.50 
to  $1.60  to  Santiago;  $1.40  to  $1.50  to  Colon; 
$1.70  to  $1.75  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70 
to  $1.75  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.30  to  $1.40  to  St. 
Thomas;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Barbados;  $1.35  to 
$1.45  to  Kingston;  $1.10  to  $1.15  and  port 
charges  to  Curacao;  $2.10  to  $2.20  to  Deme- 
rara;  $1.50  to  $1.60  to  Bermuda;  $1.35  to  $1.40 
to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.35  to  $1.40  to  Tampico  ($2.25 
to  $2.30  to  Tampico  on  coke);  15s  to  17s  to' 
Buenos  Ayres;  16s  to  18s  to  Rosario;  15s  to 
17s  to  Rio;  16s  to  18s  to  Santos;  10s  to  10s  6d 
to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east 
of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded; 
$4.25  and  discharged,  to  Manila;  $4.50  to  Japan¬ 
ese  ports. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  April  2. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Sam  B.  Crowell,  of  this  city,  attended 
the  Baltimore  Coal  Exchange  banquet  in  that 
city  last  Thursday  evening,  delivering  an  ad¬ 
dress  on  associations.  The  Baltimore  coal  trade 
had  a  great  banquet,  Modoc  Chas.  E.  Lester,  of 
New  York,  making  a  speech  on  the  Kokoal 
organization,  resulting  in  the  signing  of  twenty- 
five  applications  for  membership  among  those 
present.  A  koruskation  will  be  held  in  Baltimore 
shortly  at  which  Philadelphia’s  crack  degree 
team  will  officiate. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  general  operating  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company, 
now  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  will  be  removed  to 
this  city.  This  rumor  has  not  been  confirmed. 

Shippers  of  small  vein  George’s  Creek  coal 
are  said  to  be  appearing  before  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  urging  that  they  be 
given  the  same  rate  on  freight  as  the  Clearfield 
shippers. 

The  Lehigh  &  New  England  has  placed  an 
order  for  equipment  amounting  to  about  $600,- 
000,  to  be  provided  for  by  the  issue  of  car  trust 
certificates.  An  order  for  250  coal  cars  has 
been  placed  with  the  Cambria  Steel  Company, 
and  one  for  250  box  cars  with  the  American 
Car  &  Foundry  Company.  Negotiations  are 
under  way  for  three  locomotives.  Delivery  of 
cars  is  expected  to  begin  June  1.  The  cost  is 
about  30  per  cent  below  a  year  ago. 

Fred  A.  Havens  &  Co.  have  a  contract  to 
build  a  coal  yard  for  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  at  Bustleton.  The  railway  company  will 
lease  the  yard  to  a  dealer. 

Stockholders  of  the  Cresson  &  Clearfield  Coal 
&  Coke  Company  have  been  called  to  meet  on 
May  26  in  the  Real  Estate  Trust  building,  to 
consider  the  question  of  increasing  the  indebt¬ 
edness  of  the  company  from  $400,000  to  $500,000. 

The  coastwise  freight  for  coal  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Boston  has  fallen  to  60  cents,  a 
figure  which  affords  but  little  profit  to  the 
owners  of  craft  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
The  Reading  Company,  which  formerly  used 
sailing  vessels  exclusively,  has  in  late  years 
created  an  enormous  fleet  of  barges  which  now 
carry  the  bulk  of  the  coal  to  coastwise  ports. 
The  Reading’s  fleet  is  composed  of  sixty-nine 


barges  of  large  capacity  and  eleven  seagoing 
tugs.  The  last  of  six  1,500-ton  barges  ordered 
by  the  Reading  from  the  Norwalk,  Conn.,  build¬ 
ers,  was  launched  Saturday.  They  will  be  used 
from  Port  Richmond. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  2 .—  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence) — The  eyes  of  the  coal  world  of  Baltimore 
are  on  the  strike  troubles  and  suspensions  of 
Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio.  No 
matter  how  brief  the  troubles  may  prove  to  be, 
a  strengthening  of  the  present  weak  market  is 
now  looked  for.  Just  how  far  the  trade  may 
benefit  from  better  prices  is  a  question  which 
time  alone  can  answer. 

The  present  state  of  the  market  here  is  well 
exemplified  in  a  feeling  in  many  quarters  of 
rather  more  satisfaction  than  anxiety  at  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  more  or  less  continued  labor  troubles. 
The  threat  of  strike  is  not  as  effective  a  weapon 
just  now  as  it  was  when  business  was  booming 
along  at  good  prices  some  months  ago. 

Another  matter  of  interest  here  within  the 
week  was  a  new  schedule  announced  for  trim¬ 
ming  vessels  at  the  Curtis  Bay  piers  of  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  railroad,  and  which,  it  is  consid¬ 
ered,  may  cause  some  charter  rate  changes,  as  a 
decided  premium  is  put  on  vessels  adapted  to 
easy  loading.  The  old  rate  has  been  seven  cents 
a  ton  for  cargo  coal  and  ten  cents  for  bunker 
coal.  The  new  rate  sets  the  following  charges : 
Single  deck  barges  and  steamers  with  open 
hatches  seventy-five  per  cent  of  water  line  length 
and  fifty  per  cent  of  width,  three  cents  for  coal 
and  twelve  cents  for  coke ;  other  barges,  one 
deck,  five  cents  for  coal  and  twelve  cents  for 
coke ;  other  barges,  for  each  additional  deck  or 
part  of  deck,  one  cent  extra  for  coal  and  one 
cent  extra  for  coke ;  other  vessels,  one  deck, 
seven  cents  for  coal  and  twelve  cents  for  coke ; 
other  vessels,  for  each  additional  deck  or  part  of 
deck,  one  cent  extra;  bunkering,  ten  cents,  for 
coal.  Vessels  requiring  special  trimming  or  lev¬ 
eling,  ten  cents  per  ton. 

Where  vessels  are  started  at  one  company’s 
pier  and  completed  at  another,  an  extra  charge  of 
five  cents  a  ton  is  to  be  made  for  coal  put  in  by 
the  completing  company,  in  addition  to  regular 
trimming  charges. 


As  to  Charter  Rates. 

Charter  rates  have  remained  about  the  same 
for  three  weeks,  being  unusually  low  and  with 
many  offerings.  Business  with  Mexico  is  quite 
brisk,  there  being  several  vessels  loading  here 
this  week,  and  a  number  to  come  here  during 
April.  Vessel  freight  rates  are  unusually  low  for 
Mexican  ports,  the  last  charters  for  Vera  Cruz 
and  Tampico  having  been  announced  at  from 
$1.25  to  $1.30. 


For  Better  Transportation. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  decided  to 
go  ahead  at  once  with  the  double  tracking  of  its 
Fairmont,  Morgantown  and  Pittsburgh  branch. 
This  is  to  give  better  transportation  facilities  to 
the  coke  region  to  the  southeast  of  Connellsville, 
where  the  production  jumped  from  about  2,000,- 
000  tons  in  1904  to  7,000,000  tons  in  1907.  There 
are  about  2,700  coke  ovens  within  a  distance  of 
ten  miles  on  this  road. 


President  A.  H.  Truesdale  of  the  Lackawanna, 
in  an  interview  in  the  Scranton  Tribune  this  week, 
said :  “There  is  plenty  of  money  in  sight  in  the 
country,  but  there  is  a  lack  of  confidence,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  matter  of  railroad  bonds,  and  it  will 
endure  until  after  the  big  conventions,  if  not  un¬ 
til  after  the  election.” 


The  caption  underneath  the  U.  S.  Battleship 
Connecticut  on  the  first  news  page  of  The 
Black  Diamond  last  week  was  misleading.  The 
battleship  shown  in  the  picture  was  coaled  by 
the  Somerset  Coal  Company,  with  their  cele¬ 
brated  “Jenner”  coal,  the  picture  showing  the 
ship  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard,  and  not  at  the 
coal  company  docks. 


28 


[April  4 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. _ 

Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


F.  S.  Belden,  of  the  Hartford  Coal  Company, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  was  a  visitor  to  the  New  York 
coal  trade  this  week. 

Samuel  A.  Peterson,  of  the  well  known  con¬ 
cern  of  Peterson  &  Packer  Coal  Company, 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  died  Monday  of  heart  disease. 

The  Honey  Brook  strippings,  of  Dugan  &  Co., 
work  on  which  has  been  shut  down  during  the 
winter,  on  account  of  bad  weather,  have  resumed 
operations. 

Bids  for  seventy-five  tons  of  cannel  coal  for 
the  Bronx  fire  department  were  opened  this 
week  and  were  as  follows:  John  McDonald,  $13 
ton ;  Olin  J.  Stephens,  $13.25. 

Roy  C.  Gillespie.  New  England  sales  agent  for 
the  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Boston,  was  a  visitor  to  the  New  York 
offices  of  his  company  this  week. 

William  Hagedorn,  of  Hagedorn  Brothers, 
Ninety-eighth  street  and  East  River,  New  York, 
spent  a  few  days  of  last  week  up  the  Hudson 
looking  after  the  ice  interests  in  which  he  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  brother. 

W.  Kishbaugh.  of  the  Mill  Creek  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  Mauch  Chunk.  Pa.,  whose  illness  for  the 
last  few  weeks  has  been  noted  by  many  of  his 
friends  throughout  the  east,  is  now  reported  as 
being  on  the  rapid  road  to  recovery. 

Bids  will  be  opened  Friday,  April  3,  for  fur¬ 
nishing  and  delivering  the  Department  of  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Greater  New  York  100,200  tons  of  an¬ 
thracite  coal  for  the  use  of  the  various  borough 
school  buildings  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Josenh  E.  Parsons.  New  York  manager  of  the 
Consolidated  Coal  Companv,  whose  illness  with 
dinhtheria  was  noted  in  these  columns  several 
weeks  ago,  is  spending  the  week  at  Lakewood, 
N.  T..  and  hopes  to  be  able  to  resume  bis  duties 
again  on  Monday  next. 

The  Tason  Coal  Company  (Tnc.T,  miners 
and  shippers  of  bituminous  coal  of  Phillios- 
bunr.  Pa.,  have  opened  up  a  New  York  office 
in  the  West  Street  building.  J.  G.  Platt,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  companv,  will  make  his  headquar¬ 
ters  at  the  New  York  office. 

The  Panama  railroad.  No.  24  State  street,  New 
York,  is  asking  for  bids,  returnable  up  to  2:30 
p.  m..  April  10  on  70.000  to  100.000  tons  semi- 
bituminous  coal  for  bunkering  their  steamers, 
delivery  to  be  made  in  New  York  harbor  for 
year  from  April,  1908,  to  April,  1909. 

Tohn  Scbarmann,  of  117th  street.  East  River, 
New  York,  who  owns  a  farm  at  Delhi,  Delaware 
county.  New  York,  will  go  up  there  next  week. 
His  son-in-law  Edward  J.  Wood,  formerly  con¬ 
nected  with  him  in  the  coal  business,  has  been 
located  on  the  farm  for  the  past  two  years. 

Tn  the  Scranton  region,  April  1  was  ob¬ 
served  as  a  holiday  by  the  miners  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  anniversary  of  the  eight-hour  day. 
Those  collieries  which  have  been  idle  for  some 
time  and  which  were  announced  to  resume 
work  on  April  1,  did  not  resume  until  April  2. 

A  large  and  productive  vein  of  coal  has  been 
discovered  in  the  new  tunnel  which  is  being 
driven  from  the  No  14  slope  of  C  M.  Dodson 
&  Co.,  at  Beaver  Brook  to  the  No.  15  slone. 
which  was  abandoned  some  vears  ago.  Old 
miners  say  the  vein  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
region. 

The  Natalie  colliery  near  Shamokin.  Pa., 
which  was  recently  acauired  bv  Madeira, -Hill 
&  Co.,  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  was 
started  up  last  week,  after  being  idle  for  four 
years  on  account  of  warring  factions  among 
'the  stockholders.  The  output  will  be  over  a 
thousand  tons  daily. 

Sixtv-eight  employes  of  the  Wilkesharre 
branch  of  the  Central  of  New  Tersey  railroad 
were  laid  off  Monday  morning  for  an  indefinite 
period.  Fortv-eight  of  the  men  were  trainmen 
This  indicates  a  decrease  in  the  coal  and  freight 
traffic.  It  is  said  that  there  are  to  be  more 
suspensions  on  other  divisions. 


Charles  H.  Reynolds  &  Sons,  the  well  known 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  retail  dealers  are  using  big 
space  in  the  daily  papers  to  get  consumers  to 
lay  in  their  supply  of  coal  for  next  winter 
while  the  reduced  price  is  in  effect.  The 
Brooklyn  retail  price  during  April  is  $6  per 
ton,  put  in  cellar  bins.  Red  ash  is  50  cents  per 
ton  additional. 

John  Meyer,  of  Bunke  &  Meyer,  retail  coal 
dealers,  110th  street  and  East  River,  New  York, 
will  deviate  from  his  usual  custom  of  summering 
on  Long  Island  this  year  and  will  go  to  the 
Catskill  mountains.  Ratgen  Bunke,  Mr.  Meyer’s 
father-in-law,  has  just  acquired  a  farm  near 
Round  Top  mountain,  Greene  county,  New  York, 
and  will  go  to  the  county  during  April.  D.  J. 
E.  Bunke,  a  son  of  Mr.  Ratgen  Bunke,  will  also 
spend  his  summer  holidays  at  Round  Top. 

Ehler  Ernst,  of  Ernst  Brothers,  109th  street 
and  East  river,  New  York,  expects  to  go  to 
Sullivan  county,  New  York,  as  soon  as  the.  heavy 
April  trade,  incident  to  the  April  reduction,  is 
over,  and  he  will  spend  two  months  in  absolute 
rest.  Mr.  Ernst’s  physical  condition  has  been 
severely  taxed  during  the  fiscal  coal  year  just 
closing  and  he  feels  the  need  of  a  change.  He 
has  been  alone  in  the  management  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  since  the  retirement  of  his  brother,  Deidrick 
Ernst,  on  April  1,  last  year. 

The  Smith  Coal  Company,  which  recently 
leased  the  old  Evans  Mining  Company’s  opera¬ 
tions  at  Beaver  Meadow,  Pa.,  will  start  up  at 
full  blast  May  15.  A  new  washerv  has  recently 
been  erected  and  while  the  culm  banks  are 
being  worked  out,  a  force  of  men  will  be  at 
work  re-opening  the  mines  and  putting  them 
in  condition  for  resumption.  The  mines  will 
not  be  ready  for  active  operation  before  Octo¬ 
ber.  In  the  meantime,  the  operation  of  the 
washery  will  give  employment  to  100  men. 

Tuesday  afternoon  the  coal  and  railway  offices 
of  the  Delaware  &  Lackawanna  Company,  No. 
90  West  street,  New  York,  were  closed  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  funeral  services  of  F  -ederick  F 
Chambers,  the  late  treasurer  of  the  Lackawanna, 
many  employes  and  officials  of  the  company  go¬ 
ing  over  to  the  Somerville.  N.  J.,  residence  on 
a  special  train  to  pay  their  last  respects  at  the 
bier  of  one  of  their  most  popular  officials.  Mr. 
Chambers  was  sixtv-three  years  of  age  and  for 
more  than  two  score  vears  was  connected  with 
the  Lackanwanna  road. 

To  furnish  facilities  for  the  transoortation 
of  the  increase  in  coke  nroduction  in  the  region 
southeast  of  Connellsville. -jumping  a  little  over 
2,000,000  tons  in  1904  to  about  7.000,000  tons  in 
1907.  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is  double 
tracking  its  Fairmont,  Morgantown  &  Pitts¬ 
burg  branch  from  Greene  Tunction  to  Mt.  Brad- 
dock,  a  distance  of  about  five  miles.  There  are 
about  3,700  coke  ovens  within  a  distance  of 
about  ten  miles,  and  tbe  branch  line  affords 
excellent  shipping  facilities  for  this  and  other 
mineral  products  in  that  territory. 

It  is  announced  from  Reading  that  the  Read¬ 
ing  Companv  is  making  preparations  for  the  re¬ 
sumption  of  all  of  its  collieries.  Wednesday  of 
this  week  being  a  holiday,  observed  annually  by 
the  labor  unions,  but  little  work  was  done,  but 
most  of  them  are  exoected  to  be  running  full 
from  now  on.  It  is  hoped  to  continue  them  in 
operation  on  full  time  for  months.  There  is  said 
to  be  but  verv  little  coal  in  the  various  storage 
yards.  Two  bins  at  Landingville  contain  some 
of  tbe  larger  sizes.  There  is  a  little  of  the  same 
kind  at  Abrams.  The  coal  yards  all  over  east 
Pennsylvania  are  said  to  be  almost  empty. 

The  Scranton  Coal  Company  is  considering 
the  erection  of  a  small  breaker  on  the  tract  of 
land  which  underlies  the  brow  of  the  hill  along 
the  Laurel  Line  in  South  Scranton,  in  which 
thev  will  prepare  coal  for  the  retail  trade 
Tt  is  not  thought  that  the  quantity  of  coal 
in  this  land  is  very  extensive,  but  it  is  too 
valuable  to  be  permitted  to  remain  unmined. 
The  engineering  department  of  the  company 
is  now  considering  whether  it  would  be 
cheaper  to  work  the  coal  from  this  land  by 
way  of  a  tunnel  which  now  extends  from  the 


Pine  Brook  mine-  or  by  using  a  small  breaker 
on  the  plot. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  and  Iron 
Company,  in  sending  out  its  line  circular  ef¬ 
fective  April  1,  add  the  following:  “In  favor¬ 
ing  us  with  your  April  orders  we  desire  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  inadvisability  of  restrict¬ 
ing  the  same  to  shipment  in  small  cars.  These 
cars  are  no  longer  being  made — all  the  new 
cars  being  of  steel,  or  “Battleship,”  variety, 
and  the  small  cars  are  rapidly  becoming  worn 
out  and  retired  from  the  coal  trade.  There¬ 
fore,  in  order  not  to  cause  us  any  unnecessary 
delay  in  filling  future  orders,  kindly  authorize 
us  whenever  possible,  to  apply  any  kind  of 
cars  that  may  be  available.” 

The  New  York  retailers  with  almost  no  ex¬ 
ception,  will  sell  coal  from  now  on  during  April 
at  $6  per  ton  for  white  ash.  An  advance  of  10 
cents  per  ton  will  be  made  on  the  first  of  each 
month  until  September  1,  when  the  winter  price, 
$6.50,  will  be  reached.  Highland  Lehigh  coals 
will  sell  this  month  at  $6.25,  taking  the  10  cents 
a  month  advance  until  September  and  red  ash 
coal  will  sell  at  $6.75  during  April,  taking  the 
10  cents  advance  each  month  until  September. 
For  only  two  days  during  the  past  winter  was 
the  snow  and  ice  so  severe  that  the  New  York 
retailers  had  to  put  in  effect  the  extra  25  cents 
a  ton  charge  for  making  deliveries. 

The  Hazelton  Plain-Speaker  says:  “While 
no  official  announcement  has  yet  been  made 
by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  it  is  re¬ 
ported  on  reliable  authority  that  it  will  follow 
the  action  of  the  Reading  in  ordering  its  mines 
on  steady  time  or  at  least  three-quarters  time 
early  in  April,  with  prospects  of  a  continuance 
of  that  schedule  for  the  remainder  of  the 
summer,  fall  and  winter  because  of  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  all  agreements  with  miners  on  April  1, 
next  year.  The  companies  will  lay  in  a  large 
supply  of  coal  for  use  in  case  of  an  emergency, 
for  a  national  suspension  of  the  mining  in¬ 
dustry  would  bring  about  conditions  similar  to 
what  existed  during  1902,  when  the  anthracite 
workers  went  out,  because  of  the  refusal  of  the 
operators  to  grant  their  demands.  With  the 
coal  companies  working  their  mines  during  the 
dull  period  of  the  trade  to  accumulate  a  supply 
that  can  be  drawn  upon  if  there  is  trouble  over 
the  scale  next  April,  the  miners  will  recruit 
their  union  to  its  fullest  possible  strength. 
With  that  object,  national  organizers  will  be 
kept  busy  strengthening  weak  unions  and 
bringing  into  the  organization  all  who  have 
deserted  it  since  the  last  agreement  became 
effective.” 

Tn  the  last  nine  months  only  nine  grievances 
have  been  presented  to  the  permanent  Con¬ 
ciliation  Board  created  by  the  Anthracite  Coal 
Strike  Commission.  None  of  those  now  pend¬ 
ing  is  considered  serious.  The  Conciliation 
Board  was  hailed  as  one  of  the  most  important 
achievements  of  the  Commission.  It  is  com¬ 
posed  of  the  three  representatives  of  the 
miners  and  three  representatives  of  the  oper¬ 
ators.  Tn  case  there  is  a  “deadlock,”  the  ques¬ 
tion  in  dispute  is  referred  to  an  umpire,  but  in 
comparatively  few  instances  have  an  umpire’s 
services  been  necessary.  Many  times  the 
Board  has  used  influence  successfully  to  have 
disputes  settled  by  the  parties  thereto.  Within 
the  last  year  conditions  have  been  particularly 
quiet  throughout  the  anthracite  region.  The 
mine  employes,  busy  at  their  various  tasks, 
have  had  few  complaints  to  make.  These  few 
now  before  the  board  concern  the  extent  to 
which  union  officers  may  go  in  entering  upon 
company  property  to  collect  dues  and  adver 
tise  union  meetings.  No  difficulty  in  reaching 
an  agreement  is  anticipated.  Of  the  169  griev¬ 
ances  presented  since  the  board’s  formation, 
thirteen  were  sustained  by  the  board,  eleven 
were  partiallv  sustained,  and  eighty-six  were 
not  sustained  or  were  withdrawn.  Of  the 
twenty-seven  upon  which  the  board  could  not 
agree,  the  umpire  sustained  six  and  disap¬ 
proved  twenty-one.  Other  grievances  were 
settled  “out  of  court”  by  the  influence  of  the 
board. 


No.  14] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


29 


Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


Right  to  Recover  Profits  in  Case  of 
Breach  of  Contract. — As  a  geenral  rule, 
the  court  of  appeals  of  Georgia  holds 
(Carolina  Portland  Cement  Company 
vs.  Volumbia  Improvement  Company, 
,60  Southeastern  Reporter,  279)  a 
party  is  entitled  to  recover  profits 
that  would  have  resulted  from  a 
breach  of  a  contract  into  which  he 
has  entered,  where  the  breach  is  the 
result  of  the  other  party’s  fault;  and, 
while  a  breach  of  the  original  contract 
will  not  ordinarily  entitle  a  plaintiff  to 
recover  as  damages  the  profits  of  col¬ 
lateral  enterprises  or  subcontracts,  yet, 
where  the  knowledge  of  the  subcontract 
is  within  the  contemplation  of  the  par¬ 
ses  when  the  original  contract  is  made, 
and  is  known  to  have  been  made  with 
reference  thereto,  anticipated  profits 
shown  to  be  certain,  fixed  in  amount, 
and  the  direct  fruit  of  the  contract,  are 
recoverable.  Profits  are  excluded  only 
when  there  are  no  criterions,  definite 
and  certain,  upon  which  art  adjudica¬ 
tion  can  be  based.  They  then  become 
speculative  and  imaginary. 


Tenders  of  sums  less  than  are  claimed 
to  be  due. — If  there  is  a  controversy  be¬ 
tween  a  creditor  and  debtor  as  to  the 
amount  due,  and  the  debtor  tenders 
the  amount  which  he  claims  to  be  due, 
but  tenders  it  on  the  condition  that 
the  creditor  accept  it  in  payment  of 
the  full  demand,  and  the  creditor  does 
iccept  it,  that  will  be  a  full  satisfaction 
as  a  conclusion  of  law;  the  principle 
aeing  that  one  who  accepts  a  condi- 
ional  tender  assents  to  the  condition, 
that  he  cannot  take  the  money  and  re¬ 
ject  the  terms  on  which  it  is  tendered, 
f  the  party  making  the  tender  an- 
lounces  to  him  that  he  will  not  pay 
an  any  other  condition.  The  question 
s  often  extremely  close  as  to  whether 
he  tender  by  a  debtor  of  less  than 
he  amount  claimed  by  his  creditor  is 
:ouched  in  such  language  or  made 
inder  such  circumstances  that  the  cre- 
litor  must  have  known  the  tender 
was  on  the  condition  that  it  be  ac- 
:epted  in  full  payment,  so  that  an  ac¬ 
ceptance  would  be  equivalent  to  as¬ 
senting  to  the  debtor’s  terms  of  settle- 
nent  and  work  an  accord  and  satis- 
action,  which  is  really  an  agreement 
I  o  accept  in  satisfaction  of  a  disputed 
>r  unliquidated  demand  something  dif- 
erent  from  what  was  claimed.  There 
s  no  difficulty  when  the  parties  for- 
nally  agree;  but,  when  the  accord  and 
:  satisfaction  is  to  be  deduced  partly 
rom  conduct,  there  is  often  much 
lifficulty.  But  it  is  not  absolutely  nec- 
■ssary,  in  order  that  an  accord  and 
satisfaction  may  arise,  for  the  debtor 
o  declare  in  connection  with  his  ten- 
ler,  that  it  is  meant  to  be  in  full  pay- 
nent.  Circumstances,  the  St.  Louis 
ourt  of  appeals  says  (Bahrenburg  vs. 
"onrad  Schopp  Fruit  Co.,  107  South- 
1  vestern  Reporter,  440),  may  show  as 
onclusively  as  language  that  this  was 
neant,  and  that  the  parties  so  under- 
food  the  matter.  In  most  such  in¬ 


stances  the  question  of  what  the 
debtor  intended,  and  of  how  the  cred¬ 
itor  was  bound  to  understand  him, 
would  be  one  of  fact  for  the  jury. 
The  silence  of  a  debtor  after  he  is 
notified  the  creditor  will  not  accept 
the  sum  proffered  in  full  payment,  but 
is  willing  to  give  credit  for  it,  is  a  cir¬ 
cumstance  to  be  considered  in  deter¬ 
mining  whether  or  not  an  accord  and 
satisfaction  occurred;  and  courts  have 
held  that  it  does  not  occur,  because 
the  minds  of  the  parties  did  not  meet 
in  an  agreement  that  the  demand 
should  be  satisfied  by  the  payment. 


Liability  of  husband  for  necessaries 
furnished  wife. — It  may  be  doubtful,  the 
supreme  judicial  court  of  Maine  says 
(in  the  case  of  Steinfield  vs.  Girrard, 
68  Atlantic  Reporter,  630),  if  there  is 
any  presumption  of  agency  on  the  part 
of  the  wife  to  pledge  her  husband’s 
credit  for  necessaries  arising  from  the 
marriage  contract  alone,  independent 
of  the  conjugal  relation  and  cohabita¬ 
tion;  but,  if  there  is  any  such  pre¬ 
sumption,  it  is  rebuttable,  and  may  be 
disproved  by  the  husband.  The  au¬ 
thority  of  a  wife  to  pledge  her  hus¬ 
band’s  credit  for  necessaries  arising 
from  the  marital  relation  alone  is  only 
coexistent,  and  coextensive  with  her 
necessity  occasioned  by  his  failure  to 
fulfill  his  duty  in  this  respect.  If  his 
duty  has  been  performed,  or  no  longer 
continues,  then  no  necessity  can 
legally  arise  which  would  entitle  the 
wife  to  such  authority.  When  a  wife 
deserts  her  husband,  without  his  fault, 
she.  forfeits  all  right  to  support  and 
maintenance  from  him,  and  in  such 
case  she  carries  with  her  no  authority 
to  use  his  credit,  even  for  necessaries. 


Rule  for  construction  of  deeds. — In 
construing  a  deed,  the  supreme  court 
of  Florida  holds  (McNair  &  Wade 
Land  Co.  vs.  Adams,  45  Southern  Re¬ 
porter,  492),  that  the  design  of  the 
maker  must  be  gathered  from  the 
whole  instrument.  The  subject-matter 
embraced  in  the  instrument,  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  parties,  and  the  conditions 
surrounding  them  may  be  considered. 
If  clauses  in  the  instrument  are  repug¬ 
nant  to  each  other,  they  must  be  rec¬ 
onciled,  if  possible,  and  the  intent, 
and  not  the  words,  is  the  principal 
thing  to  be  regarded.  While  it  is  a 
well-settled  rule  that  oral  evidence  is 
not  admissible  to  vary  or  contradict 
the  terms  of  a  written  instrument,  and 
that  a  written  contract  which  is  in¬ 
telligible  on  its  face  must  control,  yet 
it  is  equally  true  that  parties  to  a  writ¬ 
ten  agreement  may  prove  facts  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  agreement,  although 
not  expressed  in  it. 


G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  has  reported  that 
the  annual  convention  of  that  associa¬ 
tion  will  be  held  in  Minneapolis,  July 
9,  10  and  11  of  this  year. 


The  Yampa  Coal  Company  has  been 
incorporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $1,000  by  C.  J.  Decker, 
H.  F.  Foers,  and  E.  A.  Barnum. 

The  Cameron  Creek  Coal  Company, 
of  Dallas,  Texas,  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000 
by  L.  K.  Dabney  and  J.  W.  Pinson, 
of  Dallas. 

The  Birmingham  Coal  &  Barge  Line 
Company,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $650,000  by  T.  S.  Smith,  F.  W. 
Smith  and  S.  L.  Smith. 

The  Wolf  River  Valley  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Shawano,  Wis.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  $12,000  capital  stock 
by  A.  C.  Weber,  F.  O.  Perry,  A.  T. 
Pfennig  and  W.  B.  Hartley. 

The  B.  S.  Hatch  Company,  of  New¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  has  been  organized  by 
Ralph  E.  Hatch,  George  E.  Hatch  and 
Henry  B.  Patrick.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  company  is  $25,000. 

The  Wallace  Grain  &  Supply  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Ottawa,  Ill.,  has  filed  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  showing  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $8,000.  The  concern  will 
handle  coal,  grain,  feed,  etc.,  mostly 
at  retail. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Baden  Coal  Company,  of 
Portland,  Maine,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators 
of  the  concern  are  C.  G.  Bucham,  G. 
M.  Lincoln  and  S.  C.  Perry. 

The  Southern  Coal  Company,  with 
general  offices  at  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  an  authorized 
capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  John  W.  Miller,  John 
Kerr,  S.  W.  Shrader  and  M.  J.  Davis. 

Lee  Ellis,  of  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  and 
others  have  incorporated  the  Ellis  Ice 
&  Coal  Company  at  that  city  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $100,000  divided  into 
shares  of  $100  each.  The  company 


will  handle  coal  on  a  large  scale,  and 
will  also  manufacture  ice. 

The  Bedford  Mining  Company,  with 
operations  at  Jacksonville,  Ill,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  of  the 
company  are  B.  Heavener,  A.  C. 
Sanderson  and  A.  P.  Thurman. 

The  Belleville  Southern  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  to  mine  coal  on  an  exten¬ 
sive  scale.  The  incorporators  are 
Frederick  Esser,  A.  E.  Gardner  and 
W.  H.  Hill.  The  concern  has  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $150,000. 

The  Farmers’  Martinton  Elevator 
Company  has  been  organized  at  Mar¬ 
tinton,  Ill.,  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
in  coal  and  lumber.  The  concern  has 
a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,  and  is  incor¬ 
porated  by  John  W.  Schroeder,  A.  J. 
Nourll  and  F.  W.  Schroeder. 

The  Cahill  Coal  Comoany,  Ashland 
block,  Chicago,  has  been  incorporated 
to  conduct  a  general  coal  mining  busi¬ 
ness  on  a  large  scale.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  $24,000  and 
the  incorporators  are  Dwight  Mac- 
kay,  D.  L.  Madden  and  E.  S.  Cum¬ 
mings. 

The  Western  Consolidated  Coal 
Company,  First  National  Bank  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  Ill.,  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $42,000 
to  operate  and  deal  in  coal  mines. 
The  incorporators  of  the  new  con¬ 
cern  are  R.  A.  McClevey,  Edward  C. 
Kenny  and  A.  R.  Marriott. 


Arthur  McKenzie,  of  Seattle,  Wash., 
has  brought  suit  against  the  North 
Coast  Colliery  Company  of  that  city 
for  $50,000  damages,  alleging  that  he 
has  been  permanently  injured  by  rea¬ 
son  of  a  cave-in  last  October.  The 
plaintiff  is  a  miner  and  states  that  he 
was  pursuing  his  regular  duties  when 
the  accident  occurred. 


CD  IMWMAN  “INER  and  SHIPPER 

■  O.  DUfI  If  mil  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  "LOPEZ” 

“Buck  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  tins 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  f.allitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS’ 
SUPPLIES 


Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  00. 


COAL  FOR  SALE 

S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 


CHICACO  TOLEDO 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[April  4 


Columbus,  Ohio,  April  2. — ( Special 
Correspondence.) — A  slight  slump  on 
steam  business  has  been  witnessed  dur¬ 
ing  the  week,  and  instead  of  there  be¬ 
ing  a  grand  rush  for  coal  on  the  eve  of 
the  suspension,  operators  report  cancel¬ 
lations.  This  is  an  indication  that  con¬ 
sumers  do  not  take  much  stock  in  the 
idea  of  a  very  long  period  of  idleness 
on  the  part  of  the  mines. 

In  most  cases  there  has  been  a  grad¬ 
ual  accumulation  of  stocks,  sufficient  to 
keep  fires  going  for  a  few  weeks  at 
east,  and  West  Virginia  is  counted 
tpon  to  take  care  of  any  shortage  that 
tiay  result  from  a  hitch  in  the  new 
.rage  scale  agreement.  Prices  are 
weaker  on  mine-run,  with  90  cents  as 
>bout  the  best  figure  that  is  being  real¬ 
ized.  Some  business  is  being  taken  as 
low  as  80  cents,  which  allows  a  mar¬ 
gin  of  about  two  cents  above  the  actual 
co^t  of  production.  Operators  in  a 
number  of  instances  prefer  to  accept  this 
price  than  to  allow  their  mines  _  to  re¬ 
main  idle.  Nut,  pea  and  slack  is  very 
scarce,  but  the  price  has  not  made  any 
marked  advance,  75  cents  being  about 
the  highest  quotation. 

The  domestic  coal  trade  is  at  a  low 
ebb,  the  spring-like  temperature  of  the 
last  three  or  four  weeks  having  practi¬ 
cally  shut  off  demand  and  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  will  be  no  back¬ 
sliding  in  the  season.  The  circular  quo¬ 
tation  remains  at  $1.50  but  the  average 
selling  price  is  from  $1.20  to  $1.30. 
Dealers  are  looking  for  bargain  figures 
on  what  little  coal  they  are  compelled 
to  buy. 


Lake  Business  Lagging. 


Early  Settlement. 


is  only  a  question  of  a  little  time  when 
the  others  will  fall  into  line,  should 
they  not  do  so  at  the  beginning.  Both 
the  Ohio  operators’  committee  and  the 
Ohio  district  officials  of  United  Mine 
Workers  held  meetings  in  Columbus  this 
week,  but  adjourned  on  Tuesday  with¬ 
out  action. 


News  in  Brief. 


There  is  no  sign  of  much  activity  in 
this  market  in  getting  ready  for  the  lake 
season,  and  it  is  probable  that  there 
will  be  little  doing  before  the  middle 
of  May  or  the  1st  of  June. 

One  or  two  companies  have  done  some 
loading  on  vessels,  but  there  is  nothing 
like  the  movement  that  was  in  progress 
at  this  time  last  spring.  Although  the 
car  service  rules  on  lake  coal  have  been 
suspended,  allowing  shippers  to  load 
cars  at  pleasure  without  being  subject 
to  demurrage,  this  has  not  been  taken 
advantage  of  yet  to  any  great  extent, 
and  it  is  probable  that  not  a  great  deal 
of  loading  will  be  done  until  the  vessel 
situation  becomes  more  clear.  Boats 
will  be  slow  going  into  commission  uu- 
til  they  are  assurred  of  ore  cargoes  in 
returning  from  the  upper  docks.  Coal 
producers  would  be  ready  to  ship  in 
considerable  quantities  under  ordinary 
transportation  conditions,  but  there  is 
no  pressing  demand  that  would  lead 
them  to  pay  the  extra  rates  which  ves¬ 
sel  owners  would  demand  if  compelled 
to  come  back  light. 


H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice  president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  is  in  New 
York. 

J.  W.  Blower,  general  manager  of 
the  Hisylvania  Coal  Company,  returned 
on  Tuesday  from  a  trip  to  Pittsburgh. 

C.  J.  Foster,  manager  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  office  of  the  War  Eagle  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  made  a  business  trip  to  Columbus 
last  Saturday. 

The  Capitol  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
has  removed  its  offices  from  the  Colum¬ 
bus  Savings  &  Trust  Company  building 
to  the  twelfth  floor  of  the  Harrison 
building. 

J.  W.  Lockwood,  Jr.,  general  manager 
of  the  Branchwood  Coal  Company, 
Branchwood.  Md.,  was  a  caller  at  the 
offices  of  the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  last  week. 

A.  E.  Moore  and  C.  D.  Hopkins,  re¬ 
spectively  vice  president  and  general 
manager  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Athens  Mining  Company,  were  in 
Columbus  on  Tuesday. 

President  Sidney  A.  McManigal,  of 
the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Company, 
spent  several  days  in  New  York  last 
week  in  the  interest  of  some  large  con¬ 
tracts  which  were  successfully  closed 
up. 

George  Y.  Anderson,  of  Picands, 
Mather  &  Co.,  Cleveland,  was  in  Co¬ 
lumbus  on  Monday,  calling  upon  the 
coal  trade.  He  was  formerly  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Columbus,  having  been  engaged 
with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of 
paper  here  some  sixteen  years  ago. 

J.  W.  Hamilton,  vice  president  of  the 
W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Company,  and 
Frank  A.  Prendergast,  president  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Coal  Company,  were 
at  Montreal,  Canada,  the  latter  part  of 
last  week,  drawn  there  by  interest  in 
the  Grand  Trunk  railwav  fuel  contract, 
which  amounts  to  some  300,000  tons. 


The  Middle  States  Coal  Company,  of 
Columbus,  has  placed  a  number  of  its 
coke  ovens  in  West  Virginia  under  op¬ 
eration,  to  meet  the  improvement  in 
the  market.  The  work  of  rebuilding 
this  company’s  Equitable  mine,  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire  some  months  ago, 
is  approaching  completion.  The  loca¬ 
tion  is  on  the  C.  &  O.  railway,  near 
Charleston. 


Those  who  are  in  closest  touch  with 
the  situation  predict  that  Ohio  miners 
will  resume  work  again  as  early  as  next 
week.  Local  operators,  in  common  with 
all  others  throughout  the  competitive 
field,  have  been  sent  a  request  today 
from  National  President  T.  L.  Lewis 
asking  for  a  meeting  at  Indianapolis  on 
Monday  next  to  arrange  for  an  inter¬ 
state  conference.  This  was  the  first  of¬ 
ficial  act  of  President  Lewis  in  assuming 
the  reins  of  authority.  This  is  believed 
to  be  the  beginning  of  the  end  and  there  is 
not  likely  to  be  further  postponements. 
The  joint  agreement,  it  is  predicted,  will 
be  resumed  promptly,  on  the  part  of  at 
least  two  or  more  of  the  states,  and  it 


Another  prominent  Hocking  coal  man 
has  been  claimed  by  the  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict.  David  Thomas,  who  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  mines  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Coal  Company,  has  been  made  man¬ 
ager  of  Panhandle  mines  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company.  The  appointment 
was  made  by  W.  K.  Field,  the  new  vice 
president,  and  was  among  his  first  of¬ 
ficial  acts.  Mr.  Thomas  ranks  as  one 
of  the  best  coal  experts  in  the  valley. 

The  new  opening  recently  completed 
in  the  old  Sedalia  mine  at  Glouster. 
Ohio,  has  increased  the  capacity  to  309 
tons  a  day.  S.  F.  L.  Dean,  of  the  Dean 
Coal  Company,  Columbus,  who  is  in¬ 
terested  in  the  property,  reports  it  to 
be  in  better  shape  than  for  a  long 
period  Following  a  receivership  and 
the  purchase  of  the  mine  by  its  present 


owners,  it  was  almost  completely  put 
out  of  business  about  a  year  ago  by  the 
Hocking  Valley  floods. 

James  DeWolf,  sales  manager  of  the 
New  Pittsburgh  Company,  removed  his 
family  this  week  from  Toledo  to  Co¬ 
lumbus.  For  two  years  he  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  company  at  the 
former  city  as  northern  sales  agent.  On 
Saturday  evening  last  the  Transporta¬ 
tion  Club,  of  Toledo,  of  which  Mr. 
DeWolf  is  an  honorary  member  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  old  railroad  affiliations,  ten¬ 
dered  him  and  several  other  of  its  num¬ 
bers  who  were  about  to  leave  the  city 
for  new  scenes  of  action,  a  farewell  din¬ 
ner  at  the  Toledo  Club.  It  was  a  very 
delightful  affair  and  testified  to  the  es¬ 
teem  in  which  Mr.  DeWolf  is  held  by 
his  former  associates  in  Toledo. 

William  K.  Field,  the  new  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  manager  of  operations  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  on  the  eve 
of  his  leaving  for  his  future  home  in 
the  “Smoky  City,”  was  tendered  a 
farewell  dinner  on  Saturday  last  at  the 
Arlington  Country  Club.  The  affair  was 
given  in  his  honor  by  the  Round  Robin 
Club,  an  exclusive  organization  com¬ 
posed  of  prominent  local  business  men, 
Mr.  Field  having  been  one  of  the  orig- 
inai  members.  His  rapid  rise  as  vice 
president  and  then  president  of  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  and  now  sec¬ 
ond  chief  official  of  the  greatest  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  company  in  existence,  is 
a  matter  of  pride  to  Columbus,  of  which 
city  he  is  a  native. 

President  E.  M.  Poston,  of  the  New 
York  Coal  Company,  has  a  cause  for 
grievance  against  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  appropriating  by  the  latter 
of  the  company’s  vice  president  and 
manager  of  its  Detroit  offices,  Howard 
G.  Meredith.  Word  was  received  last 
week  that  the  gentleman  in  question  had 
been  appointed  British  vice  consul  at 
Detroit,  a  very  lucrative  position.  Mr. 
Meredith  has  a  number  of  important 
business  interests  in  the  Michigan  me¬ 
tropolis.  and  it  is  not  known  yet  just 
what  effect  his  new  position  will  have 
on  the  direct  management  of  his  private 
interests.  He  was  at  one  time.  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  president  of  the  Michigan 
Central  railway. 

At  the  directors’  meeting  of  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  held  in  this 
city  on  Tuesday  last,  the  official  changes, 
recently  announced,  went  through  as  had 
been  given  out.  President  W.  K.  Field, 
in  connection  with  his  new  duties,  as 
vice  president  in  charge  of  the  .Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company,  will  remain  .the 
chief  officer  of  the  subsidiary  organiza¬ 
tion.  Harry  Beeson  succeeds  to  his 
position  as  treasurer,  with  which  Mr. 
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Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leaden — “Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Beeson  will  couple  his  former  duties  as 
secretary,  being  relieved  of  those  of 
auditor.  He  was  also  made  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors.  George  C. 
Weitzel,  formerly  manager  of  mines, 
becomes  vice  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  in  charge  and  James  De  Wolfe 
remains  manager  of  sales.  Several 
changes  were  made  among  the  force. 


Western  Notes. 


The  Leander  Choate,  a  new  steamei 
owned  by  the  Co-operative  Coal  &  Ice 
Company,  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  was  launch¬ 
ed  a  few  days  ago  from  the  Ryat 
ship  yards  of  that  city. 

A  corporation  has  been  formed  a 
Pearl,  Mo.,  for  the  purpose  of  thor 
oughly  investigating  the  deposits  o 
coal  and  other  minerals  which  an 
abundant  along  the  Illinois  rivei 
bluffs. 


In  anticipation  of  a  prolonged  sus 
pension  of  mining,  the  Missouri,  Kan 
sas  &  Texas  Railroad  is  storing  thou 
sands  of  tons  of  coal  at  its  yards  a 
Ray,  Mo.  At  one  time,  a  few  day: 
ago,  401  cars  were  unloaded  there  ii 
one  day. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  whih 
150,000,000  tons  of  coal  are  used  an 
nually  by  the  railways  of  the  Unitei 
States  only  about  7,500,000  tons  an 
really  used  for  drawing  the  trains 
This  means  that  142,500,000  tons  gi 
up  the  smokestacks,  or  are  los 
through  radiation  and  crude  system 
of  transmission. 

Charles  H.  Fugle,  who  has  beei 
superintendent  of  the  Pittsburgl 
docks  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  for  the  las 
ten  years,  has  resigned  that  positioi 
to  take  charge  of  the  new  docks  then 
of  the  Missabe  road.  His  fellow  em 
ployes  have  presented  him  with 
Masonic  emblem  studded  with  dia 
monds. 


Frank  Frorer,  president  of  the  Firs 
National  Bank  of  Lincoln,  Ill.,  am 
treasurer  of  the  Lincoln  Coal  Min 
ing  Company,  was  robbed  of  five  thou 
sand  dollars  a  few  days  ago  while  oi 
his  way  to  the  mines  to  pay  off  th 
miners.  The  robbers  were  caught  am 
the  money  recovered  after  a  chase  o 
five  miles. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 


PRODUCERS 


Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Office*  i 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManigal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennlsh,  Seci’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 
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Directory  of  Mine  Operators  and  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Adver- 
tisements  appear  In  this 
Joarnal. 


CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Williams  A  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  36 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. . .  33 
Castner,  Curran  A  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 37 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  A  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  6 

Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  9 

Diamond  C.  A  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  216  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  A  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  6 

C.  &  O.  Coal  A  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 
Bldg . 37 


Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  37 
Henry  Holverscheid  A  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg.  .  4 

Hostler  Coal  A  Coke  Co.,  866  Dearborn 

St  .  31 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  A  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  10 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

T.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  36 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . 39 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 41 

O'Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  6 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St . 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  A  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 
Bldg .  4 


Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  A  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. . .  6 

Richardson,  O.  S.,  A  C.,  216  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  366  Dearborn  St. ...  6 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. ...  3 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  2 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  A  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  A  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  t 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke....  40 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 


Co . 40 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  4 
^  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St.  8 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St . 37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  36 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St . 39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St  .  36 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 


Philadelphia  A  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  38 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  86 

Jewett,  Bigelow  A  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  (2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  < 

Sundav  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Escanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA. 

Duluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  83 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  80 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  A  Coke  Co .  4 

D..  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  A  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  86 
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North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  8d  St.  South..  33 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co...  4 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg....  6 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 


Press  Bldg .  33 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  30 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YOBK. 

Buffalo— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  33 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  4 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  4 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  . 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway  32 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  34 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  A  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  32 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

Maryland  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  30 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  A  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 
Penn.  Beech  Creek  A  Eastern  C.  Co....  6 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St.  2 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  11  Broadway .  6 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 38 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York . 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  37 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 
Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.  &  Co .  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg..  34 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library . ; .  35 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  32 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  . .  % .  34 

Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  4th  and  Elm 

Sts . . . 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  A  C.  Co...  30 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  36 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  32 

New  River  Cons.  C.  A  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  8 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winiftede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  32 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  14 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  32 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Capital  Coal  A  Coke  Co .  86 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  88 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 

K.  A  O.  Fuel  Co .  86 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  83 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  88 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

War  Eagle  Fuel  Co .  18 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  L  A  W.  H.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  A  Co,  Spitzer  Bldg...  87 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg .  9 

Pittsburg  Coal  Co .  82 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  40 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  A  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  13 
Castner,  Curran  A  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg.  .  84 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  38 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 34 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Panther  Run  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.,  Philadelphia  . 

Penn.  Coal  A  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia  A  Reading  C.  A  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  4 

Peale,  Peacock  A  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  A  Co.,  Real  Estate  A  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co.,  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bldg .  8 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  32 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg . 89 

Whitney  A  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  13 

Erie — - 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co . 

Keystone  Coal  A  Coke  Co..; .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  A  Coke  Co . 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  A  C.  Co....  82 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  82 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  32 

Plttston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  87 

Phillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  89 

Mauch  Chuuk — 

Whitney  A  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg . 10 

Beading 

Righter,  W.  L.,  Coal  Co .  8 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  16 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  A  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence— 

D.  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  A  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg . 37 

Chesapeake  A  Ohio  C.  A  C.  Co . 37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co..  86 

Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  A  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  86 

Jewett,  Bigelow  A  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  A  Ohio  C.  A  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 86 

New  River  Con.  Coal  A  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg . 87 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  A  Bullitt .  86 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

'--•-’eston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 36 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Sewell — 

New  River  Coal  Sales  Co .  17 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  A  C.  Co . 87 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  83 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  A  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  A  Co .  8 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  89 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  88 
Penna  Coal  A  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave. 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  A  Co. 

Superior — 

D.  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 


Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  88 

DISTRICT  OT  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirtieth  at.  88 
Philadelphia  A  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Lx 


Droit  Bldg .  4 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  18 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co..  20  King  St..  E. . . . . .  87 

London—  ENGLAND.  faoe 

Chesa.  A  Ohio  C.  A  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane . 

Chesapeake  A  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St. .  86 


Hull,  Blyth  A  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Ave....  10 


New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  7 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OP  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 


When  Writing  to  advertisers  mentio* 


The  Black  Diamond, 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  48 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa  .  34 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  35 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  30 

Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  A  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co.,  Chicago,  111....  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass.  .  45 


Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ottio . 43 

CarB  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 
Hockensmith  Wheel  A  Mine  Car  Co., 
Penn  Station,  Pa . 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co~  Chicago,  Ill...  83 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  35 
Phillips  Mine  A  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitta- 

burgh  .  34 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnet- 

ville,  Ohio  .  38 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 

Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago... 


Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg . 32 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 46 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 48 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago.. 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  37 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg,  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  44 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co.,  Chicago,  111....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio . 48 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Crossings  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  A  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 36 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co.,  Chicago,  III....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  48 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  A  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  44 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  43 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Hockensmith  Wheel  A  Mine  Car  Co., 


Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago . 


Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 48 

-I'  -ines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  80 
Crawford  A  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  44 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  88 
Fairbanks,  Morse  A  Co..  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  32 

Hale  A  Duncan,  Cleveland,  Ohio . 30 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  48 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass . 48 


Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 

Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  A  Eng.  Co..  Monongahela,  Pa... 
Crawford  A  McCrimmon  Co.f  Brazil,  Ind.  44 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  88 
Fairbanks.  Morse  A  Co..  Chicago,  Ill....  48 

(Continued  on  Page  34.) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED:  Experienced  mine  su¬ 
perintendent  for  Indiana  operation.  A 
good  opening  for  the  right  man.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  73,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Soft  Coal  salesman  for 
Central  Illinois,  also  for  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Iowa.  Box  71,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 

WANTED  —  Position  by  expert 
stenographer  in  wholesale  coal  office. 
Eight  years’  experience.  Excellent 
references.  Address  Box  35,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 
yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Book¬ 
keeper  or  stenographer.  Five  years’ 
experience  in  all  departments  ol 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  business. 
Address  Box  72,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  —  Two 

years’  experience  as  yard  clerk  with 
large  company.  Best  of  references. 
Address  Box  66,  care  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  mine  man¬ 
ager  or  mining  engineer;  age  28;  16 
years  in  mines;  3  years  as  mine  man¬ 
ager,  etc.,  Illinois;  certificate,  I.  C.  S. 
diploma.  Box  65,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  of  coal 

land;  located  in  the  famous  Southern 
Illinois  field;  thoroughly  tested  and  of 
unsurpassed  quality  and  quantity, 
with  excellent  shipping  facilities.  Sur¬ 
rounded  with  up-to-date  mines.  A 
bargain.  Full  particulars  and  price 
upon  application.  W.  A.  Hamilton, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

or  office  correspondent  with  first-class 
manufacturers  of  mine  car  wheels. 
Thoroughly  familiar  with  business 
and  territory.  Desire  to  change  for 
position  with  chances  for  advancement 
and  where  faithful  services  are  appre¬ 
ciated.  Good  references.  Address 
“Salesman,”  care  The  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — 1,100  acres  Sewickley 
coal,  only  $50  per  acre.  This  tract  is 
on  railroad  in  West  Virginia  and  the 
same  vein  is  being  successfully  mined 
within  one-fourth  mile  of  this  land. 
Speak  quickly  for  this  bargain.  We 
sell  coal  lands  and  mines  on  commis¬ 
sion.  Correspondence  solicited.  Fi¬ 
delity  Realty  Syndicate,  Baltimore, 
Md. _ 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  of 
reliability  and  integrity  to  handle  a 
side  line  that  will  increase  your  sal¬ 
ary.  Your  employer  will  not  object 
as  it  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
cultivating  a  friendship  with  coal 
dealers.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
one  man  traveling  out  of  each  of  the 
following  cities:  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Pittsburg,  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee. 
Address  Box  50,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 

FOR  SALE  —  257  acres  fine  coal 
land  on  Western  Maryland  railroad 
containing  Kittanning  and  all  other 
coal  up  to  big  vein,  controlling  front¬ 
age  of  about  4,000  acres  of  Kittanning 
and  Freeport  coal.  Very  desirable. 
Output  300  tons  daily.  Capacity  400. 
Electric  plant  comprising  two  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  electric  haulage  motors 
and  two  mining  machines,  one  125 
h.  p.  Erie  engine  and  boiler,  one  62J4 

k.  w.  Milwaukee  generators.  Address 
Herald,  Piedmont,  W.  Va. 

FOR  SALE — 450  acres  of  coal  land, 

of  first  quality  splint  coal,  on  the 
Kanawha  &  West  Va.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  vein 
opened;  analysis  shows  60  per  cent 
fixed  carbon.  Natural  gas  available. 
Abiel  Abbot,  53  South  St.,  New  York. 

PROPOSALS  FOR  FUEL,  MIN- 
eral  Oil,  Forage,  Straw  and  Horse¬ 
shoeing. — Chief  Quartermaster’s  Of¬ 
fice,  Federal  Building,  Chicago,  Ill., 
March  16,  1908. — Sealed  proposals,  in 
triplicate,  will  be  received  here,  and 
at  offices  of  the  quartermasters  at 
posts  named  below,  until  11  o’clock 
a.  m.  April  15,  1908,  and  then  opened, 
for  furnishing  Fuel  and  Mineral  Oil  re¬ 
quired  during  the  year  commencing  July 

l,  1908,  at  Chicago,  Ill.;  Fort  Sheridan, 
Ill.;  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind.;  Thom¬ 
as,  Ky. ;  Brady  and  Wayne,  Mich.,  and 
sub-station,  Canton,  Ohio;  also  for 
furnishing  said  posts  and  stations  For¬ 
age  and  Straw  required  for  three 
months,  commencing  July  1,  1908,  and 
Horeshoeing  required  at  Chicago, 
Forts  Wayne  and  Brady,  Mich.,  dur¬ 
ing  said  year.  Information  furnished 
on  application  here  or  to  quartermas¬ 
ters  at  posts  named.  Envelopes  con¬ 
taining  proposals  to  be  indorsed  “Pro¬ 
posals  for  Fuel,”  etc.,  and  addressed 
to  Quartermasters  of  posts  named  or 
to  Lt.-Col.  W.  W.  Robinson,  Jr.,  C. 
Q.  M. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH,  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  0. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Eailroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhorn  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  \ 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
1  to  f  5  tons 


By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 


CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETING  MACHINERY 

(NASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway.  New  York 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  a.11  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Rejected  Cases  and  Interfere 
ence  Proceedings  a 
Specialty. 

Designs,  Trade-Marks,  Copyrights, 
Special  Facilities  for  Foreign 
Litigation. 

Expert  Service  Assured 

Write  Us 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York. 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 
for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


_  D.  SINCLAIR.  Gtn’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

Of  MAHYLAMD 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OK 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Caa  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <£■  420,  17  Becttery  PIa.oa,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


What  Pleases  the 
Old  Fellow  So? 


That’s  easy.  He  ordered 
a  car  each  of  our 

WINIFREDE  SPLINT 
ACME  SOOTLESS 
AND  HOOSIER  CHUNKS 


And  they  gave  such  eminent  sat¬ 
isfaction  to  his  trade,  he’s  been 
wearing  the  everlasting  ha-ha 
ever  since. 

You  certainly  hand  yourself  a 
winner  when  you  begin  selling 
these  famous  coals. 

In  preparation,  price  and  profit 
they  cannot  be  beaten.  Write  for 
prices  and  try  a  sample  car. 
You’ll  want  more. 


Hostler  Coal  4  Coke  Co. 

355  Daarborn  S treat 
CHICAGO 


REINFORCED 

CHARLES  8.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  OKX  JL  McILROT 

CONOR ETE 
COAL  POCKETS 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sale  Agents  for 

First  cost  and  maintenance 
is  less  than  wood. 

PARRISH  GOAL  CO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  00., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 

In  Connection 

with  the  designing  of  our 
reinforced  concrete  coal 
pockets  and  fast  plant 
discharging  apparatus 
would  state  that  we  con- 

Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creelr 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway,  NKW  YORK 

trol  several  valuable  pat¬ 
ents  in  this  line  for  the 
use  of  which  we  make  no 
royalty  or  other  charges 
to  our  clients. 

A  W«ekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  In  the  United  Statee. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Send  for  Bulletin  No.  4 
Correspondence  Invited 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

ADOLPH  SUCK 

Architect  and  Engineer 

OF  COAL  PLANTS 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 

Philadelphia  New  York 

„  Central  Baltdlng 

Witherspoon  Building 

Mention  Tn  Black  Diauok*  when  writing  advertisers. 
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MINE  RAILS 

RAILS 

12  -  16-20  LB. 

NEW  RELAYING 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

M.  K.  FRANK 

ST.  LOUIS.  MO. 

PITTSBURGH 

FOR  SALE.  CHOICE 

DA  II  ^  RE-LAYING 

■  MSSDk  I  kH|4^  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

™  ™  (and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb., 

JE1.  r(tl.  .  .  ..  .  .  .  .  .  16  lb.,  20  ib„  25  lb  ,  30  lb.,  35  lb„  40  lb., 

4.)  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  lor  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  you  want  and  where  vou 
want  them  delive.ed.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH.  PA. 

^*We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 

FOR  J-4  A 1^  K 

A  LINK  BELT  BUCKET  CONVEYOR 
about  200  feet  long,  including  wheels  and 
shafting,  also  a  fine  28  H.  P.  Fairbanks  & 
Morsegasollne  engine.  The  above  has  been 
very  little  used  and  is  offered  for  sale  on 
account  of  altering  and  enlarging  our  yard, 
This  is  a  splendid  opportunity  lor  dealers  who 
contemplate  making  an  up  to  date  small  yard. 
WM.  H  JAMES  t,  BRO..  5821  Halsled  St„  Chicago 

FOR  SAIvE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  oDe  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  io.  gauge,  1)4  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboat* 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy,  III. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co.,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

RAIIvS 

L.  A.  GREEN  COMPANY 

Pittsburgh,  Penna. 

Sales  Agents 

THE  LINTON  RAIL  COMPANY 

M  anufacturers 

THE  OHIO  RAIL  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of 

LIGHT  STEEL  RAILS 

12,  16,  20,  25,  30,  35  and  40  lb. 

Also  Joints  and  Spikes. 

Mills  at  Sales  office, 

Newark,  O.  Park  Bldg.,  Pittsburg 

t 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 

KAHK  BARGAINS 

in 

HAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

wr'2ELNICKER's7:’ 

In  Si.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists  7 

V>  O  1  Two  Steam  Mine 

r  or  dale  pum5?,.iin  K°°d 

w  c  o  ndi  1 1  o  n  —  one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 

«|  W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

▼  STEEL 

1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

REENE  SELF  0UMPINC  CAR  HAUL 
REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mi 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 


THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 


nes 


F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BiDC.,  Cleveland.  O. 


YOUGH  STEAM  PUMPS 

"  '  MANUFACTURED  nv  - 


BOYTS,  PORTER  <fc 

CON NELSVILLE,  PA.  - 


COMPANY 

■  -  U.  8.  A. 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-80-85  40  lb*.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  )The  W.  Virginia  Rell  Co. 
Sale*  Agent*  )  Mills,  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SH1PMBNT 


Size:  30xl5x36-inch  Double  Plunger,  Wood  Lined  Mine  Pump, 

14-inch  Suction,  12-inch  Discharge. 

Electrical 
Power  Pnmpa 

Vertical  Deep 
Veil  Pimp* 

Heavy  and  Llfht 
Preeanre  Pomp* 

Wood  Lined 
Nine  Pnmpe 

with 

Pot  Valve 
Water  Chamber 

Size:  8-inch  Plungers,  10-inch  Stroke,  8-inch  Suction,  6-inch  Discharge, 
80  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 

Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valvee.  Pump* 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
4  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


MINE 

PUMPS 

TANK 

PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 

PUMPS 

COMPOUND 

PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 


john  o.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


BUY  4ND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


Index  to  Advertisers. 
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Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Progs. 
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Motors. 
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Pumps  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 48 

Balia 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  44 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  32 

Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  32 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa . 47 

Jos.  Schonthal  Iron  Co.,  Columbus .  34 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Scalea 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 30 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III....  43 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilke*- 

barre.  Pa .  40 

Screens  { Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works.  Dea  Moinea.  Iowa... 

Holmes,  Robert,  &  Bro.,  Danville,  Ill....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  34 

Screens  (Yard). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio .  4 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  3., 


Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 80 

Weigh  Baskets. 


Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  88 

Wheels. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Sta.,  Pa . 46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co..  Bames- 

ville,  Ohio  . 88 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  82 

Wire  Hope. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  48 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 


barre.  Pa . 47 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co . 82 


Side  view  of  our  “S”or  Low  Vein  Machine,  mounted  on  Plain  Truck. 
Height  18  inches.  Undercut  5  ft.  4  in.  The  ideal  machine 
for  low  cut  veins.  Simple  and  easy  to  handle. 


Standard  “D”  Machine,  mounted  on  Plain  Truck.  Undercut  5,  6  and 
7  feet.  Over  3.000  in  use.  Best  record  of  any 
mining  machine  in  America. 


s-i 


— 


100  K.  W.  Generator,  250  and  500  Volts.  Built  specially  heavy  and 
strong  for  mine  service.  All  sizes  from  50  K.  W.  up. 


Heavy  “D”  Machine  mounted  on  truck.  Rear  view,  showing  prin¬ 
cipal  working  parts.  Made  specially  strong  for  cutting  hard 
coal.  No  beveled  gears.  Very  simple  in  construction. 


v.v  . 


- .  - - 


- 


Mins  Locomotives.  5  tons  to  25  tons  weight.  250  and  500  volts,  50  to  250  horse  power.  Over  500  in  use.  Cheapest  and  best  in  the  market. 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.  Manufacturers  of  Coal  Mining  Machinery 

Main  Office  and  Works:  27th  St.  and  Shields  Ave.,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  U.  S.  A.  write  for  catalogue  and  Prices. 


FIRST  IN  CIRCULATION 

FIRST  IN  ADVERTISING 

The  Black  Diamond  is  the  recognized 
leader  of  all  the  papers  devoted  to  the 
coal  industry.  It  is  in  every  respect  a 
representative  trade  newspaper  popular 
with  all  branches  of  the  trade. 


Is  an  advertising  medium  of  sterling 
worth.  It  has  the  readers.  It  has  the 
standing.  It  has  the  influence  and  with  a 
circulation  greater  than  any  other  paper 
of  its  kind  it  offers  advertisers  more  for 
their  money  than  any  other  coal  trade 
paper.  We  would  be  pleased  to  quote 
you  rates. 

The  Black  Diamond 

I  150-55  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

CHICAGO 

New  York:  Pittsburg:  Cincinnati:  Columbu9: 

42  Broadway.  CommonwealtH  Bldg.  117  E.  Seventh  St.  Brunson  Bldg. 
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The  Dealer  Pockets  the  Profit! 

Link-Belt  Coal  Pockets  increase 
storing  and  delivering  capacities;  save  time 
and  drudgery;  prevent  car  demurrage  and 
put  into  the  dealer’s  pocket  21c  for  every  ton 
handled.  Count  up  what  that  means  in  a 
year — then  write  for  details. 

Link=Belt 
Company 


1,600-ton  pocket  erected  for  M.  S.  Graybill,  Bareville,  Pa. 
Capacity  of  machinery,  40  tons  per  hour. 


PHILADELPHIA 

NEW  YORK 
299'Broadway 
SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


CHICAGO 

PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 
DENVER 

Lindroth,  Shubart  &■  Co. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 
NEW  ORLEANS 
WilmotIMachinery  Co. 


LOOKING  FOR 
A  POSITION? 


TRY  an  ad  in  classified  columns 
of  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND— 
4  cents  per  word,  with  a  discount 
of  20  per  cent  if  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions. 
Classified  advertising  received  any 
time  Thursday,  will  appear  in 
Saturday’s  paper. 


Specify 

“The 
Detroit** 

Lubricator 

Over  900,000  in 
use. 

Catalog  Free. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Company, 

DBTROIT,  U.  S.  A. 


BUSINESS  AID 


gives  in  a  nutshell  business  world 
news  and  views,  points  or  methods,  things  different  editors  are 
saying,  new  ideas  from  business  conventions,  business  law  news  for 
store  and  office,  business  law  answers,  etc.  It’s  a  unique  Business 
Magazme  you  want.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  Address 
“Business  Aid,”  112  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


cc 


New  Points 


Magazine 

112  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

nership,  patents,  sales,  etc.  Try  it  a  year  for  25c;  4  monthslOc. 
helper,  trouble  saver. 


will  keep  you  posted  on  new 

points  being  laid  down  in  costly 
litigation  which  may  be  worth  a 
good  deal  to  know.  It  covers 
accounts,  contracts,  agency,  part- 
'  It’s 


s  a 


Cincinnati  THE  Cm  c<  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


CHICAGO 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  CAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

» 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 
I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  Qeneral  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg* 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


Cl 


33 


R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.ra.tion 

From  the  model  mines  of  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  cast  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

WRITE  FOR  PR  ICES 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORGUTTS  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY, 


1123  Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DBS  MOINES,  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co. 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  equipment 

Let 

Us 

Submit 
Plans 
and 

Estimates 

Wheel  with  steel  cap. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


‘New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U. 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 


-Branch  Offices 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  NatM  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  News,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


HAISS 


STEAM  SHOVELS 

AND  OTHER 

Coal  Handling  Machinery 


Of  the  Most  Improved  Design  and  Construction 


If  YOU  are  in  need  of  a  STEAM  SHOVEL,  send 
for  one,  and  if  not  satisfactory,  after  a  thorough  test, 
return  it,  and  we  will  pay  the  freight. 


BEND  FOB  CATALOGUE. 


GEO.  HAISS  MFC.  GO.,  NEW  YORK. 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 


* 


- 


\ 


The  Old  Way  of  Loading. 

We  sell  more  loaders  than  all  others  combined. 

THERE  IS  A  REASON 

Let  us  explain. 


Loading  with  an  OTTUMWA 


Manufacture 

LOADERS  FOR  ALL 
BULK  MATERIALS 

including 

COAL 

BITUMINOUS 

ANTHRACITE 

ROCK 

ORES 

PHOSPHATES 
SAND  and  GRAVEL 

Send  us  your  inquiries. 


We  Manufacture  Stevens  Centrifugal  Mine  Fan. 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 

rr a  iwrupc  j  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent. 
BRANCHES  j  HOUSTON,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Main  Office  and  Factory 
OTTUMWA.  IOWA 


Mention  Thk  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser*. 
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W.  K.  FIELD,  President,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Q.  C.  WEITZALL,  Vice  Pres,  and  Gen.  Manager,  Columbus,  O. 


H.  R.  BEESON,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Columbus,  O. 

INCORPORATED  1886 


H.  S.  MERVIN,  Auditor,  Columbus,  O. 

J.  De  WOLFE,  General  Sales  Agent,  Columbus,  O. 


TLbc  Mew  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 


MINEKS  AND  SHIPPERS  OT, 


GENUINE  HOCKING  VALLEY  COAL, 

From  the  Heart  of  the  Hocking  District, 


MINES: 

Powell’s  Run,  Cawthorne, 
Murray  City,  Greendale, 
Equator,  Kittanning, 
New  Monarch 


GENERAL  OFFICES. 

50  E.  B  OAD  ST..  COLUMBUS.  O. 

Branch  Offices— Chioago— Detroit 

SHIPPING  DOCKS, 

All  Upper  and  Lower  Lake  Ports 


REGISTERED 


“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

“DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

HSES  ->•  w.  dawson,  oen'i  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0„  W.  Va. 


Mr.  Coal  Operator: — 


Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that  empty  car  handling  by  hand  in  the  mine  bottom,  is  one  of  the  heavy  fixed  expense 
items,  from  which  you  get  no  profit.  There  is  nothing  in  handling  empty  cars  with  expensive  men,  when  you  can 

_ make  each  empty  handle  its  ownself,  by  gravity,  and  the  use  of  this  machine  which  takes  care  of  the  cars  as  fast 

as  you  can  get  them  to  it.  You  can  do  away  with  all  men  on  the  bottom,  except  one  eager  and  one  spraggar,  who, 
with  this  system  can  handle  more  coal  than  six  men  in  the  old  way.  This  is  certainly  the  way  to  do  it  if  you  are  in  the  business  for  profit,  all  you  have  to  do  is 
to  pipe  steam  or  aij  to  the  machine  and  the  cars  and  machine  do  the  rest,  they  work  well  together  because  the  cars  are  in  such  a  hurry  to  get  away  for  another 
load  they  haven't  time  to  tell  the  machine  how  it  happened. 


Patented : 

Nov.  21.  1905 
Feb.  19.  1907 
Apr.  16,  1907 
Others  Pending 


Why  not  have  a  complete  gravity  bottom  at  your  mine,  regardless  of  natual  conditions  ?  You  can  get  gravity  in  the  cage  room  to  the  bottom  and  you  can  get 
gravity  on  the  empty  side  back  to  head  of  cage  room.  Entirely  Automatic  and  reliable.  Dispenses  with  a  lot  of  men  on  bottom.  Stops  congestion  at  bottom, 
consequently  increases  tonnage.  It’s  up  to  the  engineer  to  hoist  it  now. 


ROBT.  HOLMES  BROS. 


Danville.  Ill. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


JCAHONTAS" 
..SMOKELESS. 

^COAL^CS 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


POCAHONTAS 

TRADE  MARK  REOISTSRKB 


Oar  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C,  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

C.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue!  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  C«al  Branch  Offices 

Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg.  Neave  Building:,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

I  South  I  5th  Street,  2>rry  Building,  Roanoke.  V. 

n . . European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C„  Eng. 


Branch  OfflceJ 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  T, 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Vs. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  I1L 
50  Congress  -treet,  boston.  Mass. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  adhiralty  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tlde=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO. 

PINEY  FORK 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

FISHER 
BUILDING 


CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  A  1 

CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vVML 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

flrrNTC  ATP  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR 

AotLlH  I  O  A  I  TOLEDO  DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaoe  and  Foundry  Use. 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


/\  aa  p  O  A  D  A  EM  C  GA  I  c  C  Ml  AM  (t  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
^  ■■  CL  vMr  A  □  L.  C.  D  A  L  L  O  IV1  A  N  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 
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William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

Syj?-  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gtauinc  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati^  Ohio 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 


Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 


THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 


We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 


The  Hayward  Company,  97  Cedar  st.,  New  York 


1  iOMO  OISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.0.  BOX  1982 

RECTOR  6*20 

WARD  fc  OLYPHANT 

C  O  A  Tv 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDB.WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  *  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  i 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  f'  A  ¥ 
Bituminous 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The- Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE3T  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Seli-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM 

DOMESTIC 


COAL — FAIRMONT — COKE 


FOUNDRY 

FURNACE 

CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices.  Boston.  New  York,  Philadelphia.  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives,  SANDERS  S>  CO.,  LONDON 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 


Miners  and  Shippers 


Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 

JNO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 

Mines  K.  &  M.  R.y„  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  and 

ANTHRACITE 


COAL 


DAYTQH.  OHIO 


PEAEB,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


of  New  York,  Colliery  Owners.: 


ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peale,  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Gen.  Mgr. 

J.  B.  Lumley,  Treasurer, 

H.  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  M<r.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


$> 


E.  E.  Walling,  Gen,  Satea  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  ^kanawha  AcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Qen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 


Minora  ev.nd  Shippers  of 


STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF 
Bituminous  Coal 
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INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Braadwa? 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Pa..)  Smokeless  CoaJs 

Office,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


C.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SEC'V.  AND  TREA8. 


H.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER-KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band”  and  “Blue  Creek” 

Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

a.  M.  WOODWARD,  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1026-16X7 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910.  CINCINNATI 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agants  «.  B.  fultz.  M«r. 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Boston, Mass.  Un,0Rloma  "ioilio 
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Coal  handling  plant  of  the  Berwind  Fuel  Co.  at  Superior,  Wis., 
consisting  of  three  traveling  bridge  tramways,  each  506 
ft.  over  all.  The  structural  work  was  furnished  by 


The 


Mines  on  Monongaheln.  Reiver,  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


We  operate  evir  own  Individual  oara 


GENERAL  OFFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office.  141  Milk  Street 


Morava  Construction  Co. 

- MANUFACTURERS  OF - 

Bridge  and  Structural  Steel  Work,  also  Designers 

and  Builders  of  Coal  Tipples,  and  Comolete 
Coal  Handling  Dock  Equipmenis. 


SHOPS 

85th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
-  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


CITY  OFFICE 

1245  Marquette  Building 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 
Youghio^henyGas  &SteamCoal 

Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


Going  to  Buy  or  Sell  a  Coal  Yard? 

Tell  your  desires  through  our  Wanted  and  For  Sale  Department. 

It’s  the  easiest  way  to  get  in  communication  with  people.  The 
rate  is  4  cents  per  word. 


Berwind  Fuel  Company  Dock,  Superior,  Wisconsin. 

The  coal  shown  onlthis  dock  is  GENUINE  YOUGHIOGHENY  THIN 
VEIN  GAS  COAL.  For  Gas,  Steam  and  Domestic  purposes,  shipped  by  us. 

Not  a  fire  reported  in  any  portion  of  our  1,000,000  ton  shipments  made 
during  the  season  of  Navigation,  1907.  If  this  interests  you  write  us. 

THE  MONONCAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  GO. 

CLEVELAND,  O.  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 
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APRIL 

11,  1908.  pnrrsBLRGH  $3.00  Per  Year. 

An  Interstate  Conference  is  Called. 


President  Lewis  Succeeds  in  Getting  the  Support  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Indiana  and  Ohio  for  a 
Joint  Convention — Kentucky  is  Negotiating  over  Conditions — The  Southwestern  Operators 
Present  an  Ultimatum  to  their  Men— Colorado  Miners  Want  an  Increase. 


As  the  result  of  the  preliminary  conference 
at  Indianapolis  a  call  was  sent  out  on  Tues¬ 
day  for  a  joint  interstate  wage  conference  to 
be  held  at  Toledo,  April  14th.  This  will  be 
participated  in  by  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio 
and  Indiana.  Illinois  operators  on  Saturday 
of  last  week  voted  unanimously  not  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  any  interstate  wage  agreement  this 
year  on  the  ground  that  it  has  never  had  any¬ 
thing  to  gain  by  such  an  agreement  and  does 
not  propose  to  engage  in  any  worthless  nego¬ 
tiations  of  this  kind  in  the  future. 

This  definite  call  for  an  interstate  wage  con¬ 
ference  is  the  result  of  the  efforts  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Tom  L.  Lewis  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America.  He  has  been  working  stead¬ 
ily  to  that  end  for  the  last  two  weeks  having, 
even  before  he  assumed  office,  written  per¬ 
sonal  and  informal  letters  to  the  coal  operators 
in  the  four  states,  asking  their  attitudes  on 
this  subject.  The  three  states  in  question  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  formal  invitation  which  he  is¬ 
sued  as  soon  as  he  assumed  the  executive  posi¬ 
tion  for  the  mine  workers  and  after  a  short  ses¬ 
sion  the  agreement  was  reached  to  hold  an  in¬ 
terstate  wage  conference.  The  operators  did 
not  care  to  hold  this  meeting  at  Indianapolis, 
because  the  influence  of  the  Mine  Workers  was 
too  strong  at  that  point,  and  consequently  To¬ 
ledo  was  settled  upon  as  being  the  most  cen¬ 
trally  located  point  for  the  three  states. 

Even  though  Illinois  had  taken  such  a  de¬ 
cided  stand  against  the  interstate  agreement, 
President  Walker  of  the  Mine  Workers  of 
Illinois  expressed  himself  at  Indianapolis  as 
of  the  hope  that  the  operators  would  rescind 
their  action  and  agree  to  join  the  other  states 
at  Toledo.  It  was  with  this  hope  in  mind  that 
President  Walker  returned  to  try  and  convince 
the  Illinois  operators  and,  among  others,  was 
joined  by  President  Lewis  on  Thursday,  who 
also  added  his  persuasion.  The  efforts  of  both 
failed,  as  Illinois  miners  and  opejators  voted  a 
second  time  to  stay  away  from  the  Toledo 
meeting. 

This  interstate  conference  will  convene  at 
Toledo  on  the  14th  of  this  month  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  terms  will  be  arrived  at  inside  of 
ten  days.  The  call  for  this  interstate  agree¬ 
ment  halted  proceedings  in  Indiana,  where  the 
miners  and  operators  were  rapidly  coming  to 
terms  for  a  state  agreement.  Illinois,  however, 
having  decided  not  to  attend  the  interstate 
conference,  continued  to  negotiate  with  its 
miners. 

Situation  Simplified. 

By  this  and  other  moves  made  within  the 
week  the  labor  situation  was  somewhat  sim¬ 
plified.  Right  now  labor  negotiations  are  un¬ 
der  way  in  the  central  competitive  field  which 
embraces  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana 
and’  Illinois;  in  the  western  district  of  Ken¬ 
tucky;  in  the  southwestern  competitive  field, 
embracing  Missouri,  Kansas,  Arkansas,  Texas 
and  Oklahoma;  in  Iowa,  and  in  the  northern 
district  of  Colorado.  In  all  of  these  places 
mine  work  has  been  suspended  and  the  nego¬ 
tiations  are  in  various  stages. 

The  situation  in  the  central  competitive  field 
is  such  as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
three  states  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio 
and  Indiana  will  be  able  to  resume  work  about 
the  time  the  market  demand  will  show  some 
signs  of  life.  It  will  take  at  least  until  the 
first  of  May  to  get  the  miners  and  operators 
together  and  the  mines  ready  to  resume  op¬ 
eration.  In  certain  quarters  the  consumption 
of  coal,  when  there  is  no  production,  has 
cleaned  up  the  stocks  on  hand  and  already 


has  given  a  slightly  better  tone  to  the  market, 
although  this,  in  general,  has  not  resulted  in 
any  increased  prices,  except  on  screenings. 
The  situation  as  yet  will  hardly  warrant  even 
such  production  as  has  been  going  on  in  In¬ 
diana,  although  the  time  is  not  ten  days  away 
when  there  will  be  a  demand  for  more  coal 
than  Indiana  can  produce  with  its  mines  run¬ 
ning  on  the  present  schedule.  About  the  first 
of  May  the  normal  spring  demand  will  again 
present  itself  and  will  possibly  call  for  as  much 
coal  as  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent  of  the 
productive  capacity  of  all  of  the  mines.  It  is 
hardly  believed  that  the  mines  will  be  closed 
much  longer  than  the  1st  of  May,  even  though 
some  will  have  to  run  with  an  output  very 
materially  reduced  for  at  least  another  month, 
because  the  lake  season  will  not  open  before 
the  first  or  middle  of  June,  especially  now  that 
the  Lake  Carriers’  Association  has'  decided  to 
fight  with  the  men  on  shipboard  for  an  open 
shop. 

In  Kentucky  the  situation  is  not  very  en¬ 
couraging.  The  eastern  field  has  not  been 
running  for  the  last  week  or  ten  days,  except 
in  a  haphazard  way,  because  the  mines  have 
been  without  orders.  It  has  been  impossible, 
practically,  to  get  the  railroads  to  take  any 
coal  and  the  general  consumers  have  not  been 
willing  to  pay  prices  demanded  by  the  opera¬ 
tors  when  they  had  no  urgent  needs  to  supply. 
In  western  Kentucky  the  operators  have  been 
negotiating  with  the  miners  over  the  renewal 
of  the  wage  agreement.  Western  Kentucky 
had  anticipated  keeping  most  of  its  mines  in 
operation  and  shipping  some  coal  into  the 
northern  markets.  It  was  thought  the  western 
Kentucky  operators  and  miners  would  get  to¬ 
gether  in  short  order,  but  some  charges  by  the 
operators  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
miners  caused  a  temporary  rupture  and  the 
cessation  of  negotiations  and  work.  This 
threw  matters  back  for  at  least  a  week,  but 
now  something  like  an  understanding  has  been 
restored  and  the  negotiations  are  proceeding. 

The  Southwestern  Tangle. 

In  the  southwestern  competitive  field  it 
seemed  for  a  while  as  if  the  operators  and 
miners  would  be  able  to  get  together.  Just  at 
this  juncture  the  miners  passed  a  resolution 
which  was  submitted  to  the  operators,  asking 
them  to  keep  the  mines  open  pending  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  differences.  The  mine  operators 
looked  over  the  resolutions  and  found  that  it 
followed  closely  the  general  preamble  of  the 
national  organization  as  adopted  at  the  Indian¬ 
apolis  convention.  This  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  general  organization  had  so  in¬ 
structed  its  men  as  to  forbid  them  to  make 
some  concessions  demanded  by  the  south¬ 
western  operators,  these  concessions  being 
strictly  local  to  the  southwestern  field.  The 
operators  in  that  territory  are  not  quibbling 
over  prices  nor  are  they  dissatisfied  with  the 
conditions  demanded  by  the  miners.  They 
want  all  contracts  lived  up  to  loyally  and  faith¬ 
fully  and  moreover  they  demand  that,  in  fu¬ 
ture,  the  miners  and  operators  shall  submit  to 
a  referee  all  matters  in  dispute  and  that  work 
shall  continue  pending  a  decision  of  this 
referee. 

This  desire  on  the  part  of  the  operators 
caused  them  to  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the 
miners  in  a  statement  which,  in  fact,  was  an 
ultimatum.  This  called  upon  the  miners  to 
disregard  the  instructions  of  the  central  organ¬ 
ization  and  treat  with  the  southwestern  opera¬ 
tors  as  a  district  organization  independent  of 
any  national  body.  Compliance  with  such  re¬ 


quest  would,  of  course,  be  impossible,  unless 
the  miners  should  break  away  from  the  na¬ 
tional  organization  or  unless  they  should  sub¬ 
mit  the  proposition  to  the  membership  for  a 
referendum  vote.  This  matter  has  been  taken 
under  advisement  by  the  district  organization 
and  will  probably  delay  the  consummation  of 
an  agreement  for  at  least  two  weeks  more. 

In  northern  Colorado  the  miners  and  opera¬ 
tors  have  presented  schedules  of  demands,  the 
operators  asking  the  miners  to  accept  a  reduc¬ 
tion  and  the  miners  endeavoring  to  exact  of 
the  operators  an  increase  of  twenty  per  cent 
in  their  pay.  This  promises  to  result  in  a 
long  and  hard  fight  on  the  part  of  the  miners 
and  operators  of  Colorado  and  it  would  not 
be  unusual  if  the  mines  in  that  territory  were 
closed  until  the  first  of  May. 

The  Market  Outlook. 

As  far  as  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  is  concerned  it  is  not  so 
much  a  matter  of  arriving  at  an  agreement 
with  the  mine  workers  as  it  is  of  finding  an 
outlet  for  coal  after  an  agreement  has  been 
reached.  According  to  the  officers  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Coal  Operators’  Association,  it  may  be 
expected  that  the  Illinois  differences  will  be 
settled  in  time  to  permit  the  mines  to  resume 
operations  by  the  fifteenth  or  eighteenth  of  the 
month.  Of  course,  after  the  agreement  has  been 
signed  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  associa¬ 
tion  to  prevent  the  mines  from  opening  or  im¬ 
possible  for  the  mine  workers  to  insert  any 
hindrance  to  the  production  of  coal.  After  that 
it  will  be  a  question  of  policy  for  the  indi¬ 
vidual  operator  as  to  whether  he  will  keep  his 
mines  in  operation.  Just  now  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  market  for  Illinois  coal  outside 
of  screenings  and  in  all  probability  if  an  agree¬ 
ment  is  reached  soon  the  mines  will  be  kept 
closed  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks  after  the  con¬ 
tract  is  signed,  but  this  will  be  the  outcome  of 
market  conditions  rather  than  any  resultant  of 
labor  negotiations. 

As  far  as  Indiana  is  concerned,  it  could  have 
been  producing  coal  all  along  had  it  not  been 
for  the  fact  that  it  had  no  place  to  put  the 
product.  Indiana,  of  course,  can  hardly  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  resume  active  operations  under  such 
conditions. 

When  it  comes  to  Ohio  and  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  situation  is  even  a  little  more 
complex.  The  productive  capacity  of  these 
two  sections  is  usually  employed,  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  in  supplying,  first,  the  steam  or 
factory  trade  and  second  the  demand  in  the 
northwest  for  coal.  The  factories,  all  through 
that  territory,  are  running  at  reduced  capacity 
and  moreover  the  lake  trade  will  not  open 
much  before  the  1st  or  15th  of  June.  The  ves¬ 
sel  owners  represented  by  the  Lake  Carriers’ 
Association  have  had  difficulty  in  maintaining 
discipline  on  shipboard  because  the  members 
of  the  various  labor  unions  have  obeyed  the 
commands  of  the  walking  delegates  rather  than 
of  the  ships’  officers.  This  has  been  subversive 
of  discipline  and  has  not  resulted  in  the  eco¬ 
nomic  operation  of  the  ships.  The  Lake  Car¬ 
riers’  Association,  for  several  years,  has  de¬ 
sired  to  wipe  the  lake  labor  unions  out  of  ex¬ 
istence,  if  possible.  This  season  they  are  not 
objecting  to  the  wages  demanded  by  the  men 
on  shipboard  but  they  have  taken  a  very  de¬ 
cided  stand  in  favor  of  the  open  shop.  Of 
course,  in  skilled  labor,  this  will  result  in  a 
tie-up  of  the  boats  for  some  time.  The  stay¬ 
ing  qualities  of  the  labor  unions  will  alone  de¬ 
termine  how  long  the  boats  will  be  kept  at 
dock.  There  is  hardly  a  probability  of  these 
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boats  being  put  in  operation  before  the  1st  of 
June  while  it  is  altogether  possible  the  boats 
will  not  be  started  much  before  the  15th  of 
June,  if  then.  This,  of  course,  will  prevent 
any  large  shipments  of  coal  to  the  northwest 
and  that,  in  turn,  may  act  as  a  damper  upon 
coal  production  in  Ohio  and  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

The  settlement  of  the  labor  problem,  then, 
will  prove  a  minor  matter  and  will  be  second¬ 
ary  to  the  difficulty  in  finding  a  market  for  coal 
when  the  mines  are  opened. 


Indianapolis  Meeting. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  7. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  formal  call  was  issued  today  for 
a  joint  wage  conference  of  the  miners  and  op¬ 
erators  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Ohio,  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  next  Tues¬ 
day,  but  the  outlook  is  that  Illinois  will  not  be 
represented. 

President  Tom  Lewis,  of  the  miners,  left 
for  Springfield  tonight,  to  confer  with  the  Illi¬ 
nois  operators  and  miners  who  are  meeting 
there.  He  will  urge  them  to  come  into  the 
interstate  fold  but  W.  D.  Ryan,  secretary  of 
the  national  organization,  who  is  a  leader  of 
the  Illinois  miners,  said  tonight,  that  Illinois 
will  not  participate  in  the  Toledo  convention. 
He  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Illinois 
miners  and  operators  will  settle  their  differ¬ 
ences  at  home. 

The  new  interstate  district  will  be  composed 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  western  Pennsylvania  to 
a  certainty  as  the  Indiana  operators  have  been 
ready  to  join  in  a  call  for  a  conference  at 
any  time.  They  have  not  had  an  alliance  with 
Illinois  to  hold  out,  as  reported.  Most  of  the 
operators  from  the  districts  that  are  to  be 
represented  at  Toledo,  seemed  pleased  at  the 
outcome  of  the  conference  here. 

Toledo  was  selected  as  a  place  for  the  con¬ 
vention  because  the  operators  of  Ohio  and 
western  Pennsylvania  wanted  to  get  away 
from  Indianapolis,  believing  that  the  influences 
surrounding  the  convention  here  are  over¬ 
friendly  to  the  miners.  The  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  operators  voted  for  Toledo  while  the 
Indiana  men  objected. 

The  first  important  question  to  be  taken  up 
at  Toledo  is  the  request  of  the  Indiana,  Ohio 
and  western  Pennsylvania  operators  for  per¬ 
mission  to  reopen  their  mines  under  wage 
conditions  of  last  year,  pending  the  signing 
of  a  new  scale.  It  is  believed  that  the  miners’ 
scale  committee  will  agree  readily  to  this 
proposition.  Most  of  the  mines  are  being  op¬ 
erated  in  Indiana  under  a  temporary  arrange¬ 
ment  between  the  miners  and  operators.  Be¬ 
tween  3,000  and  4,000  men  are  out,  however, 
in  the  Linton  district  because  a  new  contract 
has  not  been  signed. 

It  is  believed  that  the  present  scale  will  be 
signed  for  the  next  year  as  the  operators  are 
not  insisting  on  a  reduction. 

The  call  is  signed  on  behalf  of  the  operators 
by  G.  W.  Schluederberg,  John  H.  Jones.  H. 
L.  Chapman,  J.  J.  Roby,  J.  C.  Kolsem,  P.  H. 
Penna  and  T.  H.  McClelland.  On  behalf  of 
the  miners  it  is  signed  by  Francis  Feehan, 
James  S.  Clark,  William  Green,  D.  H.  Sulli¬ 
van,  W.  D.  Van  Horn,  D.  N'.  Curry,  Patrick 
Golden.  On  behalf  of  the  joint  conference  it 
is  signed  by  T.  L.  Lewis,  chairman;  W.  D. 
Ryan,  secretary,  and  Patrick  McBride,  assist¬ 
ant  secretary. 


Springfield  Meeting, 

Springfield,  III.,  April  10. —  ( Special  Tele¬ 
gram.) — Illinois  has  reaffirmed  its  decision  not 
to  enter  an  interstate  conference  or  agreement. 
This  is  the  unanimous  action  of  the  operators 
concurred  in  by  the  miners  by  a  vote  of  almost 
three  to  one. 

Tom  L.  Lewis,  president  of  the  Mine  Work¬ 
ers,  was  here  yesterday  trying  to  get  Illinois 
to  reconsider  its  action.  He  caused  the  miners 
to  take  a  vote  and  they  decided  against  enter¬ 
ing  an  interstate  agreement  by  a  vote  of  376 
■to  186.  The  operators  were  again  unanimous 
in  favor  of  a  state  meeting  only.  The  reason 
is  that  Illinois  has  never  been  able  to  get  any¬ 
thing  from  the  joint  effort  except  an  under¬ 
standing  as  to  the  basing  rate  for  the  Dan¬ 


ville  district,  being  compelled  to  return  and 
fight  over  the  whole  matter  a  second  time. 
Illinois  is  tired  of  this  practice  and  will  not  go 
through  the  form  again.  Now  that  it  is  making 
a  state  agreement  it  will  fight  for  some  con¬ 
cessions. 

It  will  not  be  extraordinary  if,  being  in  a 
mood  to  fight,  Illinois  mines  are  closed  for 
another  month  or  even  more.  Sixty-five  per 
cent  of  the  operators  have  signified  a  de¬ 
sire  to  stand  out  for  definite  concessions,  the 
remaining  thirty-five  per  cent  being  lukewarm 
and  willing  to  renew  the  old  agreement. 

Definite  gains  have  been  made  by  the  oper¬ 
ators.  They  demanded  that  union  mine  workers 
be  withdrawn  from  non-association  mines,  and 
this  has  been  conceded.  As  a  result  all  asso¬ 
ciation  and  non-association  mines  employing 
union  labor  are  closed  and  non-association 
mines  are  flocking  into  the  organization  to 
participate  in  the  conference.  Only  a  few 
mines  are  running,  principally  the  Leiter 
mines,  which  are  non-union;  one  mine  in  the 
Carterville  district;  and  two  in  the  Bellville 
district.  This  simplifies  the  situation  by  cen¬ 
tralizing  the  producing  force  into  an  unit 
fighting  force.  This  may  result  in  a  prolonged 
struggle  now  that  definite  issues  are  raised  and 
concessions  demanded. 

The  joint  meeting  is  still  in  session  and  may 
continue  indefinitely  so,  the  outcome  being 
more  in  doubt  than  ever. 


Convention  at  Detroit. 


The  fourteenth  annual  convention  of  the 
Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association 
will  be  held  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  on  the  dates  of 
June  2,  3,  and  4,  1908.  Headquarters,  Hotel 
Cadillac. 

Now  that  the  coal  season  is  drawing  to  a 
close  and  the  coal  dealers  have  an  occasional 
moment  aside  from  the  hurry  and  bustle  which 
is  ever  in  evidence  during  the  coal  burning 
season,  their  thoughts  naturally  turn  to  the 
annual  convention  as  a  means  of  crystallizing 
the  experiences  of  the  year,  and  molding  them 
into  shape  which  will  make  them  available  for 
the  betterment  of  the  business,  not  only  their 
own,  but  their  neighbors’  as  well. 

It  has  become  the  custom  to  regard  the 
annual  convention  as  a  market  for  the  profit¬ 
able  exchange  of  ideas  in  which  every  one  is 
sure  of  munificent  gain,  and  where  there  are 
no  losses. 

It  is  with  the  spirit  of  this  idea  that  the 
coal  dealers  of  Michigan  and  Indiana  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  coming  convention  of  the 
Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association, 
which  is  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit  on 
June  2,  3  and  4,  this  year,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  meeting  will  bring  out  the 
greatest  gathering  of  coal  dealers  ever  known 
in  the  annals  of  this  strong  and  progressive 
organization. 

There  are  several  good  and  sufficient  rea¬ 
sons  why  this  meeting  should  attract  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  every  coal  dealer  in  the  two  states 
and  from  adjoining  territory  as  well.  Promi¬ 
nent  among  these  is  the  fact  that  the  Michigan 
and  Indiana  retailers  have  started  a  crusade 
against  the  evil  of  “short  weight”  shipments, 
which  is  the  bane  of  the  retail  coal  business 
everywhere,  and  the  one  handicap  which  pre¬ 
cludes  the  possibility  of  conducting  a  successful 
and  satisfactory  business.  It  is  the  intention 
to  formulate  plans  which  can  be  successfully 
carried  out,  and  which  will  provide  for  the 
settlement  of  freight  charges  on  a  basis  of 
actual  terminal  weights,  and  the  payment  for 
all  losses  which  occur  between  points  of  origin 
and  destination. 

The  selection  of  Detroit  as  a  meeting  place 
is  most  fortunate,  as  this  makes  it  easily  pos¬ 
sible  for  every  coal  dealer  to  be  present.  De¬ 
troit,  like  ancient  Rome,  is  the  converging 
point  of  every  road,  and  for  this  reason  is  the 
ideal  convention  city  of  the  entire  country. 

In  all  probability  an  excursion  from  Detroit 
to  the  anthracite  coal  fields  will  be  arranged 
so  that  it  will  be  possible  for  the  members  of 
the  association  and  their  friends  to  enjoy  an 
outing  at  a  nominal  expense,  and  such  a  trip 
needs  no  argument  to  establish  its  claims  as 
being  the  most  enticing,  and  the  most  desir¬ 
able  one  for  a  coal  dealer — the  return  limit  to 


be  ample  for  those  who  wish  to  spend  a  few 
days  in  the  East  or  at  Niagara  Falls. 

A  complete  program  of  the  convention  will 
appear  in  an  early  issue  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

The  new  members  who  have  joined  the 
Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association 
since  last  report  are  as  follows: 

Michigan.— Harbor  Springs,  Chas.  Roe  & 
Co.;  Erie,  Choate  &  Benore;  Colon,  I.  W. 
Teller  &  Son;  Hastings,  Edmonds  Brothers; 
Croswell,  Anketell  Lumber  Company;  San¬ 
dusky,  Sandusky  Grain  Company;  Breedsville 
G.  A.  Hawley  &  Co.;  Bad  Axe,  Bad  Axe  Grain 
Company. 

Indiana. — Gary,  Calumet  Supply  Company; 
Ligonier,  McKahn  &  Dowell;  Markle,  Farm¬ 
ers’  Grain  Company;  New  Haven,  Nathan  & 
Levy;  St.  Paul,  W.  W.  Townsend;  Tolleston, 
Calumet  Lumber  Company,  Tolleston  Lumber 
&  Coal  Company;  Westfield,  Home  Supply  & 
Fuel  Company. 


Knoxville  Convention. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  April  9 .—  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) —  The  complete  program  for  the 
meeting  of  retail  dealers  of  the  Southeastern 
Coal  Merchants  Association  and  the  Kentucky- 
Tennessee  Retailers  Association  to  be  held  at 
Knoxville  April  14,  15,  16,  has  been  issued.  With 
several  witty  embellishments  fore  and  aft  the 
program  is  as  follows: 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  14TH. 

9:00  a.  m. 

Registration,  Manufacturers’  &  Producers’  Association 
rooms  on  first  floor  Imperial  Hotel.  Everybody  register 
and  get  tickets  from  entertainment  committee  for  banquet 
and  trip  on  special  train  to  mines. 

10:30  A.  m. 

Joint  Session — Market  hall. 

Address  of  welcome  by  Hon.  John  N.  Brooks,  mayor  of 
Knoxville. 

Response  in  behalf  of  Kentucky-Tennessee  Association 
by  George  M.  Chowning,  of  Shelbyville,  Ky. 

Response  in  behalf  of  Southeastern  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association  by  C.  C.  Harper,  of  Rome,  Ga. 

Address — “Full  Measure  and  Down  Weights,”  by  Mr. 
F.  A.  Hobbs,  Bar  Harbor,  Mich.,  president  International 
Coal  Merchants’  Association.  (Big  gun.) 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

2:30  p.  M. 

Business  meeting  of  each  association.  Kentucky-Ten¬ 
nessee  Association  meets  in  Cable  hall.  Southeastern  in 
Market  hall. 

Cussin  and  discussin.  Operators  will  please  keep  out. 

TUESDAY  EVENING. 

8:00  p.  m. 

Banquet  at  Imperial  Hotel.  Dress  suits  not  allowed. 
Be  sure  you  have  your  ticket  of  admission.  No  one 
allowed  on  top  or  under  the  tables. 

Speeches — Hot  air — mutterings. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  15TH. 

9:30  A.  m. 

Joint  Session — Market  hall. 

Address — L.  Green,  traffic  manager  Southern  Railroad. 

Address — C.  D.  Boyd,  general  freight  agent  L.  &  N. 
Railroad. 

(No  violence  allowed  during  these  addresses.) 

Address — De  Los  Hull,  “What  It  Costs  to  Retail  Coal.” 
(Twenty  to  sixty  minutes.) 

Address — J.  A.  Yarbrough,  “Some  Things  Retailers 
Ought  to  Know.”  (Hot  stuff.) 

General  discussion. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

2:30  p.  m. 

Trolley  ride  and  steamboat  excursion. 

(Visitors  from  the  rural  districts  will  please  be  careful.) 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING. 

7:11. 

Kokoal  koruskation.  (Pain — misery — woe.) 

11:07. 

Kokoal  banquet. 

(Thursday,  4:00  a.  m.,  time  to  go  to  bed.) 

THURSDAY  MORNING. 

Trip  to  mines.  Special  train  leaves  Southern  depot  at 
about  8:30  a.  m.  Get  tickets  on  Tuesday  morning  from 
entertainment  committee. 

THURSDAY  EVENING. 

Good-byes.  (Tears  and  more  tears.) 


It  is  announced  from  Pottsville  that  work 
on  a  new  anthracite  colliery,  to  be  opened  near 
Brockville  in  the  Schuylkill  Valley  has  been 
started.  Capitalists,  said  to  be  headed  by  A.  L. 
Greenfield  of  New  York,  are  sajd  to  be  the 
operators.  A  breaker  with  a  shipping  capacity 
of  1,500  to  1,800  tons  daily,  will  be  built  at 
once. 
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Right  in  Cars  is  Not  Transferable. 


Because  a  Railway  Can  Retain  its  Equipment  to  Provide  Itself  with  Fuel  Does  Not  Give  it  any  Power  to 

Distribute  Parts  of  its  Facilities,  Not  Needed  to  Supply  Fuel,  in  Part 

Payment  of  its  Coal  Bills. 


Oral  arguments  have  been  made,  supplement¬ 
ing  printed  briefs,  in  the  case  of  Glenn  W. 
Traer,  as  receiver  of  the  Illinois  Collieries 
Company  vs.  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad 
Company,  the  Chicago,  Peoria  &  St.  Louis 
Railway  Company  and  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Company  before  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission. 

At  first  the  case  presented  was  one  where  the 
railroad  claimed  the  right  to  exclude,  from  the 
number  of  cars  distributed  pro  rata  among  the 
shippers,  the  fuel  cars  of  carriers  on  whose  line 
the  mine  was  located ;  the  fuel  cars  sent  on  by 
foreign  roads ;  and  the  private  cars  owned  by 
individual  shipping  companies.  After  a  brief 
skirmish  the  defendants  withdrew  all  claims  as 
to  foreign  and  private  cars,  but  continued  to  con¬ 
tend  for  the  privilege  of  withholding  their  own 
cars  from  the  general  pro  rata  distribution. 

At  first  both  sides  became  entangled  in  techni¬ 
calities  as  to  what  constitutes  the  right  of  a 
railroad  over  its  equipment,  but  all  contentions 
of  this  sort  were  soon  straightened  out  when 
the  attorneys  for  Mr.  Traer — Cassoday  &  Butler 
— granted  the  railroads  all  right  to  its  own  equip¬ 
ment  as  far  as  supplying  itself  with  needed  ma¬ 
terials  is  concerned,  but  insisted  that  the  carrier 
had  no  right  to  confuse  its  private  privilege  with 
its  public  duty.  They  contended  particularly  that 
the  railroad  had  no  right  to  cause  any  one  mine 
to  suffer  while  another  mine  was  favored  when 
this  was  not  necessary  to  give  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany  a  sufficient  supply  of  fuel  to  permit  it  to 
continue  operations.  This  contention  was  espe¬ 
cially  urged  when  such  favor  was  not  in  any 
way  connected  with  the  right  of  the  railroad  to 
use  its  own  cars  first  to  supply  its  own  needs. 

The  printed  briefs  of  Cassoday  &  Butler,  in 
'the  case,  display  clearly  the  various  processes  by 
which  the  whole  question  was  disclosed  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  It  is  expected 
the  latter  body  will  soon  render  a  decision  mak¬ 
ing  an  order  that,  in  the  distribution  of  cars,  the 
foreign  cars,  private  cars  and  railway  fuel  cars 
shall  be  considered  in  making  up  the  number  of 
cars  which  are  available  for  distribution  among 
the  shippers. 

In  summing  up  the  evidence  in  the  case,  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  receiver  showed  that  at  times  the 
mines  cannot  get  cars  to  run  the  mines  up  to 
capacity;  that  a  contract  to  supply  fuel  coal  to  a 
railroad  on  which  the  mines  were  located  to  a 
foreign  railway  or  the  use  of  private  cars,  all  of 
which  classes  of  cars  are  not  counted  against  the 
mine  receiving  them,  will,  during  a  period  of  car 
shortage,  have  the  effect  of  giving  to  such  a 
mine  more  cars  than  would  otherwise  be  received. 
The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  enable  the  mine 
receiving  the  larger  number  of  cars  to  run  a 
greater  number  of  days  in  a  given  time ;  to 
maintain  a  larger  number  of  working  places  un¬ 
derground  ;  to  secure  and  hold  a  larger  regular 
working  force ;  and  to  produce  its  coal  cheaper 
than  the  mine  receiving  the  lesser  number  of  cars. 
It  was  contended  that  this  would  increase  the 
profit  on  commercial  coal  and  that  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  mine  receiving  the  lesser  number  of 
cars  would  be  retarded  while  the  development 
of  the  mine  receiving  the  large  number  of  cars 
would  be  accelerated. 

The  Chicago  &  Alton  first  made  as  its  defense 
the  fact  that  during  the  busy  season  of  the  year, 
when  there  is  a  scarcity  of  cars,  it  does  not  per¬ 
mit  any  car  or  cars  of  coal  to  be  consigned  off 
its  line  of  railroad,  but  that  during  such  times 
all  the  coal  is  consigned  from  points  in  Illinois 
to  points  in  Illinois.  Counsel  for  Mr.  Traer  de¬ 
clared  that  even  if  these  alleged  facts  were  true 
it  would  not  take  away  nor  destroy  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  commission  over  the  subject  matter. 

With  regard  to  the  use  of  the  defendants’  own 
fuel  cars  the  decision  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  in  the  case  of  the  Railroad  Com¬ 
mission  of  Ohio  vs.  the  Hocking  Valley  Rail 


road  Company  was  quoted  at  some  length.  In 
part  the  quotation  from  the  commissioner  as  to 
foreign  railway  fuel  cars  is  as  follows : 

“Obviously  a  railroad  company  would  not 
send  its  cars  on  to  the  lines  of  another 
railway  company  even  for  its  own  fuel 
supply  if  they  were  to  be  diverted  from 
the  intended  use  and  distributed  among 
others  than  those  to  whom  consigned.  To 
do  so  would  be  to  deprive  itself  of  the  use 
of  its  own  equipment.  It  therefore  seems  ap¬ 
parent  that  the  foreign  railway  fuel  cars  should 
not  be  diverted  from  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  sent.  It  seems  equally  apparent  that  such 
operators  should  not  be  given  the  decided  ad¬ 
vantage  of  having,  in  addition  at  a  time  when 
no  operator  could  get  all  of  the  cars  desired,  his 
full  percentage  or  appropriation  of  available  cars 
just  as  if  he  had  not  been  furnished  any  for¬ 
eign  railway  fuel  cars.” 

Counsel  for  Mr.  Traer  quotes  from  District 
Judge  Holland  in  the  case  of  the  Logan  Coal 
Company  vs.  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Com¬ 
pany,  where  he  said : 

“What  has  been  said  in  regard  to  individual 
cars  applies  to  the  use  of  fuel  cars,  whether  they 
be  those  of  the  defendant  company  or  fuel  cars 
of  other  corporations  purchasing  coal  from  the 
relator.  They  should  be  treated  the  same  as 
individual  cars  in  the  distribution  of  available 
cars  and  the  defendant  company  in  its  treatment 
of  these  cars  by  the  order  of  January  1,  1906,  in 
no  way  that  we  can  see  unduly  and  unreason¬ 
ably  discriminated  against  the  relator.” 

A  Former  Report  Used. 

Counsel  for  Mr.  Traer  quoted  freely  from 
other  documents  emanating  from  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  and  among  others  the 
report  of  the  commission  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  in  reply  to  a  request 
from  that  body  that  the  commission  should  inves¬ 
tigate  the  method  of  distributing  cars  among 
shippers  to  ascertain  whether  any  discrimina¬ 
tion  had  been  practiced.  In  one  place  the  com¬ 
mission  said : 

"The  prevailing  rule  is  that  cars  in  which  fuel 
coal  was  loaded  were  not  counted  against  the 
percentage  of  cars  allotted  to  the  operator  fur¬ 
nishing  such  coal,  but  that  fuel  cars  were  arbi¬ 
trarily  allotted  to  the  operator  furnishing  such 
coal  over  and  above  their  percentage  allotment. 
The  reason  advanced  by  officers  of  the  railroad 
for  this  was  that  it  enabled  them  to  get  cheaper 
fuel  in  that  an  operator,  loading  fuel  coal,  would 
get  the  cars  necessary  to  carry  the  same  over 
and  above  the  percentage  he  was  entitled  to  un¬ 
der  the  system  of  car  distribution  in  effect  and 
that  he  would  therefore  be  willing  to  make  a 
low  price  on  fuel  in  order  to  keep  his  colliery 
running  regularly.  The  result  of  this  was  prac¬ 
tically  a  payment  by  the  operator  to  the  railroad 
company  for  cars  by  way  of  reducing  the  price 
of  fuel  coal.  This  system  of  allotting  cars  for 
fuel  coal  and  not  charging  the  same  as  against 
the  percentage  of  the  operator  receiving  same  is 
unjust  and  unfair  unless  fuel  coal  is  taken  from 
all  the  mines  along  the  line  of  the  roads  in  the 
same  proportion  that  the  cars  are  distributed.” 

In  another  place  in  the  report,  and  referring 
to  the  same  subject  the  report  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  says : 

“This  method  of  distributing  cars  interferes 
with  and  to  a  certain  extent  nullifies  any  fair 
system  of  distribution  which  may  be  put  into 
effect;  creates  inequalities  and  injustice  as  be¬ 
tween  the  shippers;  and  is  frequently  used 
by  the  railroad  company  to  enable  it  to  get 
its  fuel  supply  at  less  than  the  market  price  for 
coal  and  amounts  to  an  arbitrary  assignment 
of  cars  in  consideration  of  differences  in  price 
the  company  has  to  pay  for  fuel  coal  and  the 
market  price  thereof.” 


An  interesting  point  is  made  of  the  recent  de¬ 
cision  of  the  railroad  commission  of  Indiana 
in  the  case  of  the  Colora  Coal  Company  vs.  the 
Southern  Indiana  Railway  Company.  In  render¬ 
ing  that  decision  Commissioner  MacAdams  in  his 
opinion  declared: 

“While  it  is  our  judgment  that  cars  for  com¬ 
pany  fuel  should  be  included  in  the  total  avail¬ 
able  equipment  and  should  be  charged  to  the 
mine  receiving  the  same  as  a  part  of  its  daily 
allotment,  yet  in  case  the  available  supply  is  only 
equal  to  the  company’s  demand  for  fuel  that 
then  the  company  may  lawfully  assign  all  the 
available  cars  to  such  mines  as  furnish  the  com¬ 
pany  fuel.” 

Cannot  Shart  Rights. 

After  citing  these  various  precedents  in  the 
first  brief  filed  Cassoday  &  Butler  proceed  with 
their  argument,  declaring : 

“While  we  consider  the  fact  that  railroad  com¬ 
panies  are  common  carriers,  owing  important  du¬ 
ties  to  the  public  which  must  be  performed,  and 
that  the  performance  of  these  duties  is  para¬ 
mount  to  the  rights  of  the  individual,  still  it  is 
only  upon  the  ground  of  public  policy  that  the 
railroads  occupy  a  position  different  from  the 
individual.  Such  rights  and  advantages  belong 
to  the  company  alone  and  do  not  extend  to  those 
with  whom  the  railroad  company  may  have  busi¬ 
ness  relations.  It  is  not  the  mine  owner,  but 
the  railroad  company  that  is  entitled  to  the  use 
of  such  cars.  A  contract  to  sell  coal  to  a  rail¬ 
road  company  can  not  give  the  mine  owner  a 
right  to  demand  a  greater  number  of  cars  in 
which  to  ship  his  coal  than  a  contract  to  sell  to 
any  person  for  private  use.  The  mine  owner 
selling  to  the  railroad  company  and  the  mine 
owner  selling  to  private  individuals  or  corpora¬ 
tions  are  engaged  in  identically  the  same  busi¬ 
ness.  Each  is  mining  and  selling  coal.  The 
necessity  for  cars,  in  which  to  distribute  such 
coal,  is  the  same  as  to  each  of  them.  In  de¬ 
termining  what  is  a  fair  basis  of  distribution  be¬ 
tween  those  mines  will  this  Commission  first  in¬ 
quire  with  what  customers  have  you  contracts 
and  are  your  contracts  profitable  or  unprofit¬ 
able?  If  this  is  to  be  the  basis  then  we  must 
make  such  inquiry  as  to  each  and  every  contract, 
investigate  the  nature  and  character  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  each  and  every  customer  and  ascertain 
the  demand  for  the  product.  The  one  inquiry 
is  as  pertinent  as  the  other.  Any  such  basis 
would,  of  course,  be  absurd.  The  rights  of  mine 
owners  are,  and  must  be,  equal.  If  these  cars 
are  counted  against  the  mine  to  which  it  is  sent 
it  would  no  doubt  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  price  which  the  railroad  company  would  be 
compelled  to  pay  for  its  own  fuel.  But  is  this 
an  answer  to  the  proposition?  Does  that  make 
valid  the  unjust  discrimination?  The  very  con¬ 
tention  admits  an  unjust  discrimination.  If  a 
mine  is  selling  coal  to  a  railroad  company  at  a 
price  below  the  market  price  or  perhaps  at  a 
price  less  than  the  cost  of  production  and,  as  a 
consideration,  the  railroad  is  giving  to  such  mine 
more  than  its  just  appropriation  of  cars,  in  other 
words  is  unjustly  discriminating  in  favor  of  such 
mine,  it  is  plain  that  if  they  cease  the  discrimi¬ 
nating  practice  the  consideration  for  low  prices 
of  coal  fails  and  the  mine  owner  will  thereafter 
refuse  to  sell  at  such  a  price.  It  amounts  to  a 
purchase  with  unjust  discrimination  and  advan¬ 
tages  as  a  large  part  of  the  consideration.  It  is 
a  most  obvious  violation  of  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  act.” 

Continuing  this  line  of  argument  counsel  for 
Mr.  Traer  quoted  Mr.  Justice  Brewer  in  the 
case  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  vs. 
Goodridge,  in  which  he  said  it  was  no  excuse  for 
a  rebate  that  the  coal  cost  more  or  less.  “The 
right  of  a  railroad  to  charge  a  certain  sum  for 
freight  does  not  depend  at  all  upon  the  fact 


14 


[April  11 


whether  its  customers  are  making  or  losing  by 
their  business.” 

To  this  pertinent  argument  on  the  part  of 
Cassoday  &  Butler  the  various  defendants  made 
reply  in  prolonged  briefs,  the  burden  of  which 
was  to  say  that  they  dismissed  all  discussion  of 
private  and  foreign  fuel  cars  being  excluded  from 
the  pro  rata  distribution  among  shippers.  They 
continued  to  demand  that  their  own  fuel  cars  be 
excluded  from  the  pro  rata  distribution. 

The  Illinois  Central  in  the  presentation  of 
this  brief  joined  the  Chicago  &  Alton  railroad, 
making,  consequently,  one  brief  the  arguments 
for  both  roads.  To  this  the  counsel  for  Mr. 
Traer  made  a  happy  rejoinder  that  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  understand  upon  what  theory  the  Illinois 
Central  deemed  it  necessary  to  join  the  brief  of 
the  Alton  beyond  the  point  of  admitting  that  the 
foreign  railway  fuel  and  private  cars  are  prop¬ 
erly  part  of  the  commercial  equipment. 

“Our  complaint  against  the  Illinois  Central  is 
expressly  limited  to  it's  failure  to  count  railway 
fuel  cars  and  private  cars  and  does  not  complain 
of  its  failure  to  count  its  own  fuel  cars.  Hav¬ 
ing,  however,  thus  shown  its  anxiety  to  join  in 
the  argument  and  discussion  of  a  question  con¬ 
cerning  which  no  complaint  has  been  made 
against  it,  on  the  ground  that  a  decision  of  the 
question  will  effect  it,  and  its  desire  and  to  at¬ 
tempt,  by  argument  and  authority,  to  influence 
this  commission  to  render  a  decision  satisfactory 
to  it,  we  deem  it  only  fair  that  it  should  be 
bound  by  whatever  decision  is  made  by  the  com¬ 
mission  and  therefore  ask  the  same  relief  against 
the  defendant,  Illinois  Central  railroad,  as  is 
prayed  against  the  other  defendants.” 

After  answering  a  number  of  unimportant 
allusions  as  to  the  right  of  a  railroad  company 
as  a  private  concern,  Cassoday  &  Butler  de¬ 
clared: 

“Counsels’  whole  arugment  upon  this  branch 
of  the  case  is  based  upon  the  contention  that 
‘coal  delivered  to  the  carrier  at  the  mine  for 
the  carrier’s  own  use  does  not  constitute  a 
shipment  and  does  not  enter  into  commerce.’ 
In  support  of  this  It  is  argued  that  ‘no  tariff 
rate  must  be  published  to  cover  the  handling 
of  this  commodity,  no  bill  of  lading  issued,  no 
freight  accrues,  no  shipper  consigns  and  no 
consignee  awaits  delivery.  The  relation  be¬ 
tween  the  carrier  and  the  public  begins  and 
ends  upon  the  receipt  of  the  coal.  It  is  as 
much  a  private  transaction  on  the  matter  of 
commerce  as  if  the  carrier  were  a  mere  indi¬ 
vidual  consummating  at  the  mine  a  purchase 
of  fuel.  How  can  any  such  transaction  be 
commerce  among  the  several  states?  Where 
is  the  traffic  to  which  section  three  applies?’ 

Use  of  Fuel  Cars, 

“We  have  not  contended  that  the  cars  used 
by  the  railroad  company  for  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  its  own  fuel  are  necessarily  engaged  in 
inter  state  commerce  so  that,  divorced  from 
any  other  consideration,  they  would  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  interstate  commerce  act.  But  we 
do  claim  that  the  rules  of  the  defendants  and 
the  evidence  in  this  case  clearly  and  indisput¬ 
ably  show  and  establish  that  the  failure  of  the 
defendants  to  count  their  own  fuel  cars  against 
the  mine  receiving  them,  has  a  direct  and  im¬ 
mediate  effect  upon  inter  state  commerce  and 
results  in  unjust  discriminations  in  that  it  gives 
the  mines  having  such  a  fuel  contract,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  such  cars,  its  full  share  of  cars  avail¬ 
able  for  general  distribution  based  upon  its 
full  rating. 

“If  a  mine  has  a  rated  daily  capacity  of  1,000 
tons  and  has  a  contract  by  which  it  furnishes 
to  the  Alton  road  500  tons  a  day  it  receives, 
under  such  rules,  in  addition  to  the  cars  for 
the  Alton’s  coal,  its  full  percentage  of  cars  for 
distribution  still  based  upon  the  capacity  of 
1,000  tons.  Can  its  capacity  be  1,000  tons  in 
the  first  instance  and  after  mining  500  tons 
still  remain  1,000  tons?  Can  it  make  any  dif¬ 
ference.  as  to  the  right  of  the  mine  to  receive 
cars,  whether  the  500  tons  sold  the  Alton  road 
becomes  a  ‘shipment,’  constitutes  ‘traffic’  or 
‘are  engaged  in  interstate  commerce.’  The 
paradox  still  remains  that  that  mine  can  start 
with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons,  exhaust  one-half 
of  it  and  still  retain  the  whole. 

“The  defendants  have  shown  by  the  brief 
that  their  anxiety  is  not  over  the  mere  count¬ 
ing  of  their  fuel  cars  against  the  mine  but  is 
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caused  solely  by  the  effect  which  counting 
such  cars  will  have.  On  pages  30  and  31  of 
the  Alton-Illinois  Ceneral  brief  it  is  said: 

“  ‘If  it  (the  railroad  company)  can  obtain 
its  coal  at  a  less  rate  to  it  by  not  counting 
the  cars  for  that  fuel,  why  need  the  carrier 
count  those  cars?  Is  there  any  provision  of 
the  act  which  prevents  a  carrier,  where  dis¬ 
crimination  does  not  exist,  from  paying  for  its 
coal  partly  by  an  additional  supply  of  cars’? 

“We  are  somewhat  startled  and  surprised 
at  the  bravery  and  affrontery  of  counsel  in 
thus  coming  out  in  the  open  and  admitting 
that  the  purpose  of  the  railroad,  in  not  count¬ 
ing  these  cars,  is  to  obtain  a  lower  price  for 
its  fuel  and  that  it  pays  for  its  coal  partly  by 
an  additional  supply  of  cars.  Additional  to 
what?  Necessarily  to  the  number  to  which 
said  mine  is  entitled  otherwise  it  would  not 
furnish  consideration  for  the  contract.  Coun¬ 
sel  has  strenuously  urged  at  great  length  that 
the  railroad  makes  its  contracts  for  fuel  sup¬ 
ply  in  its  capacity  as  a  private  corporation 
and  not  as  a  common  carrier.  But  from  what 
source  does  it  obtain  its  ‘additional  supply  of 
cars’  with  which  it  pays  for  its  coal?  Surely 
not  from  the  cars  used  for  the  railroad  fuel 
for  that  would  not  constitute  an  additional 
supply.  Such  additional  supply  must,  of  neces¬ 
sity,  be  taken  from  their  supply  of  cars  avail¬ 
able  for  general  use  and  distribution.  To  the 
use  of  such  cars  the  public  is  entitled,  not  the 
carrier.  Every  car  given  to  such  a  mine  must 
be  taken  from  the  number  which  the  defend¬ 
ants,  as  common  carriers,  are  bound  by  law 
to  furnish  and  distribute  equitably.  If  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  entitled  to  use  parts  of  their  avail¬ 
able  car  supply  as  part  payment  for  their  coal 
then  there  is  no  limit  which  can  be  set  to  such 
practice  and  they  could  use  practically  all  of 
their  equipment  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
a  lower  price  for  coal  and  thereby  practically 
deprive  mines  with  which  they  have  no  con¬ 
tract  of  a  supply  of  cars.  If  the  railroads  may 
partly  pay  for  their  coal  by  an  additional  sup¬ 
ply  of  cars  why  may  they  not  wholly  pay  for 
it  by  giving  to  such  mines  a  still  larger  num¬ 
ber  even  to  the  extent  of  all  the  available  cars 
and  thus  put  themselves  in  a  position  where  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  perform  their 
duties  to  the  public. 

The  Public  Policy. 

“Why  is  a  railroad  company  entitled  to  the 
use  of  such  cars  as  are  necessary  for  its  own 
fuel  regardless  of  the  needs  of  the  coal  opera¬ 
tors.  It  is  clearly  on  the  ground  of  public 
policy  and  public  necessity  As  stated  by  tbc 
counsel,  a  carrier  must  have  fuel  in  order  that 
it  may  do  its  duty  to  the  public,  that  it  may 
live.  It  is  not  on  account  of  any  right  of  the 
railroad  company  as  a  private  corporation  that 
this  privilege  is  given,  it  is  solely  on  account 
of  the  right  and  interest  to  the  public  gener¬ 
ally.  This  rule  of  public  policy  and  necessity 
does  not,  however,  make  such  cars  any  the 
less  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  the  railroad. 
They  remain  at  all  times  a  part  of  the  equip¬ 
ment  to  the  equitable  and  fair  distribution  of 
which  the  public  is  entitled  subject  only  to 
the  use  of  such  cars  by  the  railroads,  not  to 
help  purchase  but  only  to  transport  its  own 
fuel.” 

Counsel  for  Mr.  Traer  do  not  question  the 
right  of  the  defendants  as  private  corpora¬ 
tions  to  make  advantageous  contracts,  “but 
we  do  strenuously  insist  that  such  contracts 
must  not  directly  affect  the  performance  of 
their  public  duties  or  interfere  with  or  take 
away  any  of  the  rights  of  the  public.” 

The  second  point  made  in  the  Alton-Tllinois 
Central  brief  is  that  there  is  no  discrimination 
under  the  facts  of  this  case  in  not  counting 
the  carriers’  own  fuel  cars.  In  both  the  Alton- 
Illinois  Central  brief  and  that  of  the  C.  P.  & 
St.  L.  this  same  point  is  urged  and  in  both 
the  following  paragraphs  is  quoted  from  the 
commission’s  report  to  Congress. 

“The  system  of  loading  cars  for  fuel  coal 
not  charging  the  same  as  against  the  per¬ 
centage  of  the  operator  receiving  the  same,  is 
unirst  am1  unfair  unless  fuel  coal  is  taken  from 
all  the  mines  on  the  line  of  the  road  in  the 
same  proportion  that  cars  are  distributed.” 

Evidently  the  most  is  made  of  this  point  by 
the  attorneys  for  the  railroad  companies  who 
declare  by  interrogatory: 


“Must  the  Alton  Company  pay  the  Illinois 
Colliery  Company  more  to  raise  the  coal  to 
surface?  To  state  the  proposition  is  to  answer 
it.  Where  then  is  the  undue  discrimination? 
The  complainant  was  offered  the  same  oppor¬ 
tunity  as  the  supposedly  favored  operators 
and  it  declined  while  other  operators  accepted. 
The  carrier  pro  rates  between  the  mines  its 
entire  coal  requirements  at  a  price  reasonable 
in  itself.  It  says  in  fact  to  every  mine  along 
its  line: 

“‘We  are  offered  all  the  coal  we  need  at 
$1.07(4  per  ton.  Your  pro  rata  share  of  our 
fuel  supply  is  300  tons  per  day.  Do  you  want 
to  contract  to  supply  us  with  that  amount  for 
a  year?’ 

“Is  there  any  method  the  carrier  can  employ 
more  equitable  than  this?  If  it  constitutes  un¬ 
due  discrimination  the  carrier  must  pro  rate 
the  cars  for  its  own  fuel  and  pay  any  price 
demanded  by  the  operator  or  be  held  guilty 
of  unlawful  discrimination.  That  is  to  say 
that  the  Alton  Company  must  pay  the  Illinois 
Collieries  Company  any  price  it  demands  or 
be  adjudged  guiltv  of  discrimination,  must  dis¬ 
criminate  in  the  Collieries’  favor  or  be  held  to 
discriminate  against  it.” 

Coercion  Is  Charged. 

In  reply  to  this  rather  pointed  remark  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  Illinois  Collieries  Company,  after 
denying  the  necessity  for  any  concern  to  pay 
more  than  the  commercial  price  for  coal  ob¬ 
tained  from  its  collieries,  say: 

“Out  of  its  graciousness  and  kind  hearted¬ 
ness,  it  (the  railroad),  does  not  leave  it  to  the 
mine  owners  to  say  ‘yes’  or  ‘no,’  but  if  he  says 
‘no’  it  adds  ‘then  we  will  give  to  other  mines 
who  say  yes’  a  higher  pro  rata  of  cars  than 
that  to  which  they  are  entitled  and  you  have 
no  right  to  object  because  you  would  not  con¬ 
tract  with  us  at  our  terms  and  figures.  Be¬ 
cause  the  offer  was  made  you  you  can  not  ob¬ 
ject  even  if  you  do  not  consider  the  offer  one 
which  you  could  advantageously  accept.’ 

“We  have  beard  from  defendants  a  lengthy 
discussion  of  the  proposition  that  such  con¬ 
tracts  were  made  by  the  railroads  in  their 
private  capacity  as  private  corporations.  Is 
our  right  to  demand  that  railroads  perform 
their  public  duties  equitably,  fairly  and  with¬ 
out  any  unjust  discrimination  to  depend  upon 
whether  or  not  we  are  willing  to  contract  with 
them  in  their  private  capacity”? 

A  verv  decided  point  is  made  by  the  coun¬ 
sel  for  Mr.  Traer  when  they  declare  that  the 
price  mentioned  by  the  defendant  railroads  is 
immaterial  and  that  the  price  of  $1.07  a  ton, 
mentioned,  merely  happens  to  indicate  the 
willingness  of  the  railroads  to  pay  that  amount 
for  that  particular  year.  As  far  as  the  will¬ 
ingness  of  the  company  to  distribute  cars,  to 
those  whom  it  had  coerced  into  selling  it  coal, 
is  concerned  the  price  might  as  well  have  been 
50  cents  a  ton  and  could  be  made  that  amount 
without  any  difficulty. 

In  summing  up  the  argument  the  counsel 
for  Mr.  Traer  declared:  “If  the  present  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  railroads  are  to  continue  then  the 
■mnes  will  be  forced,  in  the  future  as  they 
have  been  in  the  past,  to  sell  their  coal  to  the 
railroad  at  any  price  the  railroad  may  fix  in 
order  to  continue  their  existence.  Such  prac¬ 
tices  are  unfair,  unjust,  discriminatory  and 
destructive,  and  give  to  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  absolute  control  over  the  mining  in¬ 
dustry  and  make  all  coal  operators  subservient 
to  the  will  of  their  dictators.” 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount'  of  coal  transported  over  the 
road  for  the  week  ending  April  4,  and  previously 
during  the  year : 


Broad  Cumber- 

Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  April  4,  1908...  9,277  7,848  17,125 

Corresponding  week  in  1907.  .  16,251  12,663  28,914 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 175,592  95,988  274,581 

Corresponding  period  in  1907.271,765  198,887  470,543 

Total  for  week .  17,125 

Decrease  for  week . 11,789 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  274,581 

Decrease  to  date . 196,061 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


William  D.  Preston,  western  representative 
of  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Company,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Baltimore. 

The  Harman  Coal  Company  have  moved  to 
the  Ellsworth  building  after  several  years  ten¬ 
ancy  in  the  Old  Colony  building. 

Charles  H.  Claiborne,  representing  the  Black, 
Sheridan,  Wilson  Company  of  Baltimore,  was 
calling  on  the  Chicago  trade  this  week. 

W.  E.  Howell,  manager  of  the  Hamilton- 
Otto  Coke  Company  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  spent 
two  days  in  Chicago  on  business  this  week. 

William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  was  a  business  visitor  in  Chicago  this 
week. 

E.  C.  Pratt,  northwestern  sales  agent  for  the 
Zeigler  Coal  Company  with  headquarters  at 
Minneapolis,  was  in  Chicago  for  a  short  stay 
this  week. 

H.  E.  Patrick,  general  sales  agent  of  C.  M. 
Moderwell  &  Co.,  is  making  an  eastern  trip 
which  will  include  Fairmont,  Pittsburgh  and 
Cleveland  before  he  returns. 

C.  T.  Roberts  has  returned  from  an  eastern 
trip,  which  included  Detroit  and  Buffalo.  He 
found  the  trade  rather  glum  on  his  trip  with 
little  prospect  for  marked  improvement  in  the 
near  future. 

Phillip  P.  Mann,  former  cashier  and  book¬ 
keeper  for  Wm.  H.  James  &  Brother  Coal 
Company,  has  been  held  to  the  grand  jury 
under  bonds  of  $2,000  on  a  charge  of  embez¬ 
zlement. 

Paul  Johnson,  who  represented  Hunter  W. 
Finch  &  Company  at  Minneapolis  for  several 
years,  has  accepted  a  similar  position  with  The 
Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Supply  Company  of  Mil¬ 
waukee.  A.  W.  Kuhns  will  represent  Hunter 
W.  Finch  &  Company  in  the  Twin  Cities  in  the 
future. 

Arthur  MacBride  of  MacBride  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  returned  on  Wednesday  morning 
from  a  trip  to  Cleveland  and  Toledo,  where 
he  cemented  relations  between  his  concern  and 
some  coal  companies  in  that  territory,  and  in¬ 
cidentally  closed  contracts  for  a  little  busi¬ 
ness  to  run  through  this  year. 

Dennis  C.  Bow,  northwestern  sales  agent  of 
the  Zeigler  District  Colliery  Company,  with 
headquarters  in  the  Endress  building,  Minne¬ 
apolis,  was  in  Chicago  for  a  few  days  this 
week.  He  has  just  returned  from  Christopher 
after  making  a  thorough  inspection  of  the 
Zeigler  District  Coal  Company’s  property  and 
was  well  pleased  with  the  mine  and  its  equip¬ 
ment. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice  president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 
He  went  over  to  Indianapolis  to  attend  a  joint 
meeting  of  miners  and  operators  on  Mon¬ 
day,  at  which  the  question  of  renewing  the 
interstate  agreement  was  discussed  and  after 
that  body  took  action  he  came  on  to  Chicago 
to  look  over  the  market  conditions. 

A.  J.  Bunge  of  Bunge  Brothers,  was  drawn 
as  one  of  the  grand  jurors  to  hear  the  evi¬ 
dence  which  the  investigators  thought  they 
were  able  to  produce  showing  the  irregulari¬ 
ties  in  the  water  works  department  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  Mr.  Bunge,  however,  was  not  compelled 
to  sit  on  the  jury,  being  able  to  make  repre¬ 
sentations  which  were  acceptable  to  the  court 
and  which  permitted  him  to  be  excused. 

W.  E.  Watts,  superintendent  of,  the  Zeigler 
District  Colliery  Company,  Christopher,  Illi¬ 
nois,  was  a  Chicago  visitor  this  week.  He  says 
the  miners  are  joining  temperance  societies  in 
large  numbers,  while  their  wives  are  deluging 
the  W.  C.  T.  U.  with  applications  for  mem¬ 
bership.  Practically  all  of  Franklin  county  is 
now  numbered  with  the  “dry”  counties  by  the 
prohibitionists.  The  millenium  is  getting 
nearer  every  day. 

F.  M.  Wakefield,  vice-president  of  the  Zeig¬ 
ler  Coal  Company,  returned  to  Chicago  this 
week  after  an  extended  eastern  trip,  which  in¬ 
cluded  Boston  and  several  other  eastern  points. 


He  says  the  trade  in  the  east  seems  to  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  this  will  be  a 
Very  quiet  summer  as  far  as  the  coal  business 
is  concerned.  Every  one  seems  to  be  looking 
for  the  return  of  prosperity  with  anxious  eyes 
and  very  little  success. 

The  announcement  is  made  this  week  that 
Colonel  William  Campbell  has  resigned  his 
position  with  the  Dering  Company  and  intends 
to  take  a  short  rest  before  making  any  further 
definite  connection  with  the  coal  trade.  Colonel 
Campbell  was  in  charge  of  city  sales  from  the 
organization  of  the  Dering  Company.  At  the 
same  time  Duke  Mac  Comas  also  tendered 
his  resignation.  He  was  one  of  the  selling 
force  working  under  Colonel  Campbell. 

A  very  decided  change  is  being  seen  this 
year  in  the  matter  of  contracting  for  coal  for 
the  ensuing  year.  The  consumers  are  not  mak¬ 
ing  as  large  contracts  as  they  did  formerly,  but 
they  are  demanding  absolutely  the  highest 
grade  of  coal.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  re¬ 
port  on  Dearborn  street  that  the  coal  con¬ 
sumers  are  paying  more  attention  to  the  qual¬ 
ity  than  ever  before.  After  making  various 
trials  of  all  possible  grades  of  coal,  some  of 
the  consumers  and  dealers  are  going  back  to 
the  old  concerns  which  are  known  to  produce 
the  higher  grades  of  fuel.  This  is  not  exactly 
buying  on  the  B.  T.  U.  basis,  but  it  is  ap¬ 
proaching  it. 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Company  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  northwestern  sales  agents  for  the 
Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company  and 
for  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company.  This  gives  them  an  excellent  line  of 
high-grade  eastern  coals.  A  new  cannel  mine, 
owned  by  this  company,  is  being  rapidly  de¬ 
veloped  at  New  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania, 
which  will  give  them  a  large  cannel  tonnage. 
This  coal  is  being  marketed  under  the  name 
of  “Bostonia”  and  is  giving  excellent  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  the  trade.  With  a  $1.90  rate,  which 
gives  them  an  advantage  over  other  cannel, 
they  expect  to  market  a  large  tonnage  in  the 
west  and  northwest  this  summer. 

Announcement  is  made  this  week  that  A. 
Bement,  mechanical  engineer  and  coal  expert, 
has  resigned  as  a  member  of  the  Smoke  In¬ 
spection  Board  of  the  City  of  Chicago.  Mr. 
Bement  takes  this  action  because  the  city 
did  not  develop  the  engineering  side  of  the 
smoke  problem  and  he  could  do  little  good  on 
the  commission.  He  has  been  engaged  for 
some  time  in  making  experiments  as  to  the 
best  means  of  obtaining  complete  combustion 
and  believes  that  the  results  from  these  ex¬ 
periments  are  more  important  than  any  re¬ 
sults  which  might  follow  his  effort  to  assist  the 
city  administration. 

George  H.  Doan  has  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  Golsen  Coal  Company  and  becomes 
treasurer  of  that  corporation.  On  May  1st  the 
name  of  the  company  will  be  changed  to  the 
Golsen-Doan  Coal  Company.  Mr.  Doan  was 
connected  with  the  Chicago,  Wilmington  & 
Vermillion  Coal  Company  at  Chicago  for  ten 
years,  where  he  secured  his  coal  education.  He 
then  became  president  of  the  Royal  Colliery 
Company  and  opened  a  mine  for  that  concern 
at  Virden,  Illinois.  He  organized  the  Burling¬ 
ton  Coal  &  Coke  Company  about  five  years 
ago  and  was  president  of  that  company  for 
several  years.  In  190G  Mr.  Doan  severed  all 
connection  with  the  coal  business  and  went 
abroad.  His  re-entry  into  the  coal  business 
brings  him  again  into  close  association  with  a 
host  of  friends  in  Chicago  and  the  northwest 
who  wish  him  every  success. 

One  day  next  week  a  schedule  of  the  liabili- 
tries  of  the  Hi-Carbon  Coal  Company  will  be 
filed  in  the  court  in  the  matter  of  the  receiver¬ 
ship  of  that  company.  Two  weeks  ago  this 
concern  was  forced  to  place  its  affairs  in  the 
hands  of  the  court  and  the  American  Trust  & 
Savings  Bank  was  appointed  receiver.  Lucius 

G.  Smith,  the  responsible  head  of  the  Hi- 
Carbon  Company  has  since  been  at  work  com¬ 
piling  a  schedule  of  assets  and  liabilities  for 
the  information  of  the  court,  and  it  is  this 


schedule  which  will  probably  be  filed  in  a 
short  time.  The  exact  status  of  the  company 
will  not  be  known  until  after  this  statement  is 
made.  From  indications,  the  list  of  creditors 
will  be  a  long  one  headed,  in  all  probability  as 
to  amount,  by  the  Phillipi  Colliery  Company, 
the  Davis  Colliery  Company  and  the  Carter- 
ville  District  Coal  Company. 

The  Clinton  Coal  Company  of  Clinton,  In¬ 
diana,  has  ordered  its  mines  closed  until  a  defi¬ 
nite  agreement  with  the  miners  has  been  made. 
This  company  has  been  wanting  to  put  in 
some  track  scales  at  its  mines  for  a  number 
of  months.  These  scales  have  been  ordered 
and  are  ready  for  installation.  The  company, 
however,  has  been  so  fortunate  in  its  rela¬ 
tions  to  the  trade  that  it  has  not  had  time 
to  close  its  mines  for  as  long  as  it  would  re¬ 
quire  to  -install  these  scales.  Now  that  the 
trade  has  been  satisfied  for  the  next  two  weeks 
and  especially  now  that  the  operators  are  nego¬ 
tiating  with  the  miners  the  Clinton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  occa¬ 
sion  to  put  in  new  track  scales.  These  will  be 
the  most  modern  in  all  particulars  and  will 
permit  the  company  to  give  its  own  accurate 
weights  to  the  trade  instead  of  relying  upon 
the  more  or  less  haphazard  methods  of  the 
railroads  in  weighing  coal  on  track  scales. 

A  short  time  ago  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’ 
Association  appointed  a  committee  on  coal 
stoking  and  the' avoidance  of  smoke.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  committee  primarily  is  to  teach  the 
consumers  to  burn  Illinois  coal  without  pro¬ 
duction  of  smoke.  The  committee  appointed 
by  President  Traer  consists  of  T.  A.  Lemmon, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Wilmington  & 
Vermillion  Coal  Company;  T.  J.  O’Gara,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  O’Gara  Coal  Company;  George  S. 
Rice,  consulting  engineer;  W.  P.  Rend,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  W.  P.  Rend  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany;  Horace  Clark,  president  of  the  Clark 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  Peoria,  Ill.;  C.  M. 
Moderwell,  president  of  C.  M.  Moderwell  & 
Company;  R.  II.  Zoller,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Centralia  Coal  Company;  A. 
Bement,  consulting  and  mechanical  engineer; 
Carl  Scholz,  president  of  the  Rock  Island  Coal 
Company.  This  committee  held  a  meeting  a 
short  time  ago  at  which  Carl  Scholz  was 
elected  chairman  and  A.  Bement  secretary.  It 
was  decided,  by  this  committee,  that  they 
would  co-operate  with  the  Chicago  Smoke 
Abatement  Commission  and  also  with  the 
Western  Society  of  Engineers  and  ask  the 
co-operation  of  those  organizations  in  the  work 
of  this  committee.  Letters  of  that  purport 
have  been  written  by  Chairman  Scholz  to  the 
two  organizations  in  question. 

Milton  E.  Robinson  of  the  Milton  E.  Robin¬ 
son  Coal  Company  is  doubly  gratified  by  a 
statement  which  is  going  the  rounds  of  the 
retail  coal  trade  in  Chicago.  It  is  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  that  the  retail  coal  dealers,  for  the  last 
winter,  were  able  to  make  more  money  than 
at  any  time  in  a  number  of  years.  This  is  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  fact  that  the  tonnage  handled 
was  actually  less  and  regardless  of  the  fact 
that  the  unsold  coal  on  hand  was  in  larger 
volume  than  for  a  number  of  years.  The  grati¬ 
fication  expressed  by  Mr.  Robinson  arises  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  very  largely  responsible 
for  the  change  in  conditions.  He  taught  the 
Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  and  through 
it  the  retail  dealers  throughout  the  City  of 
Chicago,  that  the  cost  of  handling  coal  has 
been  grossly  underestimated.  When  the  retail 
dealers  began  to  appreciate  that  Mr.  Robinson 
was  correct  and  began  to  realize  that  they 
were  conducting  their  business  at  an  actual 
loss  instead  of  a  profit,  they  consequently 
were  not  so  willing  to  cut  prices  as  they  had 
been  before.  When  they  stopped  cutting  the 
prices  they  began  to  make  money  out  of  the 
conduct  of  their  business  and  now  that  all  of 
them  are  doing  reasonably  well  they  are  giving 
the  credit  for  the  improved  conditions  to  the 
effort  put  forth  by  Mr.  Robinson.  This  is  not 
only  an  endorsement  of  Mr.  Robinson  person¬ 
ally,  but  is  also  an  endorsement  of  his  policy 
as  chief  executive  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association. 
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The  contention  between  G.  W.  Traer,  as  receiver  of 
Private  Rights  the  Illinois  Collieries  Company,  and  the  Alton  and  Illi- 
in  Railroad  Cars  no's  Central  roads,  hinges  upon  the  private  rights  of 
the  railroads  in  their  equipment.  The  supreme  court 
has,  only  recently,  declared  it  must  not  he  lost  sight  of  that  railroads  are 
private  property,  even  though  they  have  quasi  public  duties  to  perform. 

Both  the  private  rights  and  the  public  duties  are  thus  recognized.  In 
discussing  any  transportation  problem  the  necessary  thing  is  to  avoid  confus¬ 
ing  the  two.  In  the  present  instance  the  railroads  failed  to  take  account  of 
their  own  fuel  cars  in  allotting  cars  among  coal  shippers.  The  railroads  in 
explaining  this  action  confused  the  public  and  private  capacities  of  the  car¬ 
riers.  Their  conduct  was  declared  blameless  because  the  courts  have  held 
that  cars  can  be  used  to  supply  the  railroad  demands,  before  they  perform 
any  public  service.  This  gives  the  indisputable  right  to  its  cars,  first,  but 
this  court  decision  goes  no  further  than  to  permit  the  railroad  to  supply  itself 
with  essentials.  The  railroad  use  of  cars  is  to  transport  its  own  fuel — not  to 
give  them  to  mines  for  the  movement  of  commercial  coal  in  part  payment  of 
the  carriers'  fuel  bill. 

In  brief,  the  railroad  right  to  the  first  use  of  its  cars  is  granted  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  well  defined  public  policy.  The  theory  is  the  railroad  can  do 
nothing  for  any  one  unless  it  has  coal,  hence  its  extraordinary  power  over 
its  cars.  But  this  public  policy  does  not  extend  beyond  the  railroad’s  fuel— 
the  right  of  the  carrier  thus  not  being  transferable  It  must  distribute  its 
cars  equitably,  which  is  the  apparent  spirit  and  intention  of  the  law.  The 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  can  serve  an  useful  purpose  by  announcing 
some  such  platform  at  once. 


It  matters  little,  to  the  coal  man,  what  changes  are 
The  Bill  of  made  in  the  bill  of  lading  so  long  as  the  one  clause  re- 
Lading  Status  ma'ns  which  absolves  the  carrier  from  responsibility  for 
loss  in  transit  when  coal  is  shipped  in  open  cars.  Under 
peculiar  conditions  he  must  bear  the  burden  of  short  weight  because  his 
rights  to  recover  are,  under  trade  pressure,  signed  away. 

Ordinarily  a  carrier  is  responsible  for  goods  lost  while  in  its  possession. 
The  shipper  can  elect  to  relieve  the  railroad  of  this  responsibility.  In  the  case 
of  coal  the  carrier  stipulates  in  the  bill  of  lading  a  freedom  from  responsibil¬ 
ity  when  this  coal  is  moved  in  open  cars,  regardless  of  the  fact  the  railroad 
makes  choice  of  the  kind  of  car  it  will  deliver  to  the  shipper.  The  latter  by 
becoming  a  party  to  the  bill  of  lading  becomes  a  party  to  the  absolution  of 
the  railroad  from  responsibility  for  the  coal,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  as 
soon  as  the  coal  is  billed  out  it  becomes  the  property  of  the  consignee  for 
whom  the  carrier  acts  as  agent.  By  thus  contracting  to  relieve  the  railroad 
from  responsibility  for  loss  in  transit  the  shipper  becomes  responsible  to  the 
consignee  in  place  of  the  carrier. 

While  willing  to  absolve  the  railroad,  the  shipper  is  unwilling  to  pay  for 
the  lost  coal  and  so,  by  contract,  he  shifts  the  burden  to  the  consignee,  who 
buys  coal  and  signs  a  contract  agreeing  to  accept  mine  weights.  Strictly  and 
technically  the  railroad  is  liable  for  the  coal  it  loses  from  the  cars.  This 
obligation  it  shifts,  by  contract,  to  the  shipper.  The  latter,  by  contract,  places 
the  burden  upon  the  consignee.  The  bill  of  lading,  which  was  originally  a 


protective  instrument  for  both  shipper  and  consignee,  is  thus  so  emasculated 
by  contract  agreements  it  proves  a  protective  document  for  the  carrier  and 
becomes  an  instrument  binding  the  consignee  to  a  loss  from  which  it  was 
designed  originally  to  free  him. 


When  Indiana  operators  and  miners  got  together  late 
Mining  and  in  March  they  agreed  to  continue  work  on  the  old  scale, 

the  Market  even  thou&h  the  old  agreement  expired  April  1st.  The 

mines  ran  in  a  hesitating  fashion  for  a  few  days  and 
then  closed  down,  first  because  the  miners  objected  to  the  agreement  made  by 
their  officials,  but  principally  because  the  mines  had  no  market  for  their 
coal." 

By  April  15,  or  shortly  thereafter,  the  Illinois  miners  and  operators  will 
have  agreed  upon  a  wage  scale  for  the  next  year.  Technically  they  will  be 
ready  to  produce  coal.  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsylvania  have  agreed 
to  try  to  enter  an  interstate  wage  agreement.  Their  conference  will  assemble 
on  Tuesday  at  Toledo.  Meanwhile  a  committee  of  ten  miners  and  ten  oper¬ 
ators  will  fix  upon  a  date  when  the  mines  are  to  resume  work,  whether  a 
joint  agreement  has  been  reached  or  not.  The  miners  individually  may  refuse 
to  be  governed  by  the  decision  of  the  committee,  but  other  reasons  appear  why 
the  opening  of  the  mines  would  not  be  advisable. 

Indiana  could  not  find  a  market  for  its  coal  produced  after  April  1  be¬ 
cause  consumers  were  stocked  up.  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky  have  not 
shipped  an  extra  pound  of  coal  because  of  the  suspension  of  neighboring 
mines.  A  few  mines  in  Illinois  have  been  running,  but  have  not  sold  any  of 
their  coal.  The  simple  reason  is  there  is  no  market  for  the  product.  The 
mines  are  going  to  be,  technically,  in  a  position  to  resume  operations  soon. 
They  will  hardly  do  so,  because  no  one  seems  anxious  to  buy.  Until  they 
are,  it  would  be  foolish  to  produce. 

A  general  proposition  presents  itself  here.  At  an  extraordinary  time  all 
operators  can  see  the  folly  of  producing  when  there  is  no  market.  How  much 
better  off  the  trade  would  be  if  all  coal  were  left  in  the  ground  until  it  was 
sold — until  the  buyers  expressed  a  desire  for  it. 


It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  business  gen- 
Importance  of  erally  was  much  slower  last  winter  than  it  has  been 

Knowing  Cost  for  a  number  of  -vears ;  that  retail  coal  dealers  were  un¬ 
pleasantly  surprised  in  the  volume  of  tonnage  handled 
over  their  yards ;  and  that  stocks  remaining  on  hand  in  the  dealers’  yards 
on  April  1st  were  much  larger  than  was  commonly  expected.  With  all  this 
the  profits  of  the  coal  dealers  in  Chicago  last  winter  were  larger  than  they 
have  been  for  a  number  of  years.  There  must  be  a  reason  for  this  and  it  is 
generally  found  in  the  effects  of  the  policy  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  That  this  is  true  is  admitted  by  every  participant  in  the  larger 
profits  for  the  winter. 

The  results  were  obtained  not  through  any  regulation  of  priqes,  not 
through  any  artificial  control  of  the  market  conditions  in  any  respect,  but 
merely  from  the  fact  that  the  coal  dealers  were  first  forced  to  deliver  full 
weight  and  were  then  taught  how  much  it  cost  to  handle  coal.  The  first  is 
a  moral  question,  the  second  is  strictly  a  business  proposition.  Until  the 
Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  began,  about  a  year  ago,  to  study  the 
cost  of  handling  coal  few  of  even  the  largest  dealers  appreciated  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  item.  Some  were  going  on  the  hazy  assumption  that  it  cost 
in  the  neighborhood  of  sixty-five  to  seventy-five  cents  a  ton  to  handle  coal 
through  their  yards,  but  without  really  knowing  the  exact  figures.  When  it 
came  to  compiling  the  concrete  statement  it  was  discovered  that  actual  cost 
ranged  upwards  of  seventy-five  cents  a  ton  and  often  as  high  as  eighty-five 
cents  and  ninety  cents  a  ton.  The  dealers  consequently  became  aware  that 
to  accept  a  selling  price  which  did  not  take  full  account  of  the  cost  of  han¬ 
dling  was  a  losing  venture.  This  brought  about  uniformity  in  selling  prices 
and  consequently  uniformity  in  profits,  with  the  result  that  the  retail  dealers 
have  made  more  money  in  a  poor  season  than  formerly  they  made  with  a 
good  season.  The  difference  was  the  appreciation  of  what  it  cost  to  handle 
coal. 


Too  many  producers  of  coal  spells  ruinous  competition.  That  in  turn 
means  leaving  valuable  coal  in  the  ground  which  should  be  mined,  which  is 
wasting  natural  resources. 


Illinois  is  staying  out  of  the  interstate  conference  because  it  was  working 
for  others’  benefit  and  getting  nothing.  There  is  a  point  here  for  association 
workers  to  think  over  and  absorb. 


John  Mitchell  is  being  forgotten.  After  all  it’s  the  position  and  not  the 
man  that  counts  in  American  business. 
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Side  Talks  With  the  Retail  Dealers. 

« 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Credit  Association,  held  at  the 
Wayne  Club  on  March  23,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  that  all  the  dealers  connected  with  that 
association  shall  hereafter  demand  bills  of 
lading  for  all  shipments  of  coal.  The  experi¬ 
ence  of  that  organization  has  proved  that 
scarcely  a  car  of  coal,  especially  bituminous, 
is  received  by  any  member  of  the  organization 
without  showing  a  shortage  of  at  least  one 
thousand  pounds  and  very  frequently  as  much 
as  five  thousand  and  over. 

Of  course,  the  effort  of  the  Fort  Wayne 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Credit  Association,  in 
demanding  the  delivery  of  bill  of  lading  with 
the  delivery  of  a  car  load  of  coal,  is  a  natural 
and  preliminary  step  toward  the  collection  of 
claims  for  the  shortage  of  coal  shown  by  the 
discrepancies  between  mine  weights  and  the 
delivered  weights.  This  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Fort  Wayne  association  has  led  me  to  ask 
myself  the  question:  “What  is  a  bill  of  lad¬ 
ing?” 

Of  course,  this  is  very  easily  answered  by 
saying  that  it  is  a  receipt  given  by  the  trans¬ 
portation  company  to  the  shipper,  showing 
the  delivery  of  a  certain  quantity  of  goods  to 
the  common  carrier.  But  after  tracing  the 
bill  of  lading  through  all  of  its  ramifications 
I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  there  are 
really  two  kinds  of  bills  of  lading,  although 
there  is  only  one  blank  form.  One  of  these 
is  the  ideal  bill  which  really  amounts  to  a  re¬ 
ceipt  and  which  really  gives  to  the  consignee 

me  protection  against  the  carelessness  of 
the  transportation  company.  This  ideal  bill 
of  lading  is  a  direct  opposite  from  one  in  op¬ 
eration  on  the  transportation  of  coal.  This 
latter  has  been  so  emasculated  by  contract 
stipulations  as  to  amount  to  little  more  than 
a  mere  piece  of  waste  paper  of  absolutely  no 
value  to  any  one.  For  the  minute  let  us  con¬ 
sider  what  a  bill  of  lading  is  really  intended  to 
be.  If  you  please,  consider  this  document  as 
a  receipt  for  the  delivery  of  goods  by  the 
shipper  to  the  transportation  company.  Right 
here  I  am  inclined  to  digress  for  a  minute  and 
ask  how  many  retail  coal  dealers  would  make 
payment  on  an  account  and  walk  away  care¬ 
lessly  without  taking  a  receipt  for  the  amount 
of  money  turned  over?  Whv  is  there  so  much 
exactness  on  this  score?  For  one  thing  all 
men  are  not  scrupulously  honest  and  some 
few  out  of  the  mass  might  want  to  send  in  a 
duplicate  bill.  In  the  second  place,  mistakes 
are  sure  to  occur  and  without  a  receipt  there 
is  no  wav  to  make  a  definite  defence.  Tt  has 
come  to  be  considered,  therefore,  as  only  busi¬ 
ness  caution  to  demand  a  receipt. 

Ideal  Bill  of  Lading. 

A  bill  of  lading  is  a  receipt  given  to  the 
shipper  by  the  transportation  company.  It 
is  evidence  that  a  certain  quantity  of  goods 
has  been  turned  over  to  the  carrier.  It  con¬ 
tains  a  definite  statement  of  fact  by  the  ship¬ 
per  and  its  issuance  by  the  transportation 
company  is  equal  to  an  attest  on  the  part  of 
the  carrier  that  it  accurately  portrays  a  busi¬ 
ness  transaction.  The  carrier  who  proceeds  to 
make  it  the  basis  of  charges  or  the  service  of 
transportation  gives  a  second  assurance  that 
its  contents  are  reasonably  accurate.  In  case 
any  less  quantity,  than  that  shown  by  the  bill 
of  lading,  is  delivered  to  the  consignee,  the 
bill  of  lading  becomes  prima  facie  evidence  as 
to  the  amount  delivered  to  the  carrier  by  the 
shipper.  Since  it  is  a  statement  of  fact  by  the 
consignor,  attested  to  by  the  carrier,  it  should 
be  all  the  evidence  required  that  the  quantity 
of  goods  described  by  the  bill  of  lading  was 
delivered  to  the  carrier.  Then  if  any  less 
quantity  is  turned  over  to  the  consignee  the 
bill  of  lading  is  a  clear  indication  that  the  loss 
of  goods  occurred  while  the  property  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  railroad. 

If  under  these  ideal  conditions  the  loss  is  to 
be  brought  home  to  the  responsible  party,  the 
bill  of  lading  becomes  an  essential  document. 

Referring  to  the  case  of  the  Fort  Wayne 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Credit  Association,  the 


need  for  some  such  check  upon  goods  while 
in  the  hands  of  the  transportation  company  is 
very  clearly  shown.  In  the  reports  of  that  or¬ 
ganization  the  deliveries  of  coal  were  made 
from  one  thousand  to  five  thousand  pounds 
short  of  the  weights  shown  by  the  bills  of 
lading.  Where  the  price  of  coal  ranges  from 
$1.50  to  $4.00  a  ton  delivered,  this  means  a 
loss  of  from  75  cents  to  $10.00  on  each  car. 
The  Fort  Wayne  dealers  in  demanding  a  bill 
of  lading  are  planning  to  make  somebody 
stand  for  these  losses.  These  losses  should 
ndt  be  borne  by  the  retail  dealers.  Under  the 
conditions  where  the  bill  of  lading  is  really  a 
receipt,  the  only  way  to  stop  the  loss  is  to  get 
the  evidence,  as  shown  by  the  bill  of  lading, 
and  fight  the  claim  through,  but  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  most  necessary  evidence  is 
that  contained  in  the  bill  of  lading  itself,  which 
shows  the  amount  of  coal  shipped  away  from 
the  mine.  Supplement  this  by  an  exact  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  of  coal  delivered  to  the 
consignee  and  a  very  clear  case  is  presented 
which  would  be  upheld  by  any  court. 

Ideals  Destroyed. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  necessary 
here  to  abandon  the  consideration  of  the  ideal 
bill  of  lading  and  to  come  down  to  earth  and 
discuss  the  real  bill  of  lading  which  is  opera¬ 
tive  on  coal  shipments.  The  Fort  Wayne  as¬ 
sociation  is  a  part  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association.  Secretary 
Harris,  of  the  latter  organization,  worked  on 
this  matter  of  railroad  responsiblity  for  goods 
in  its  care,  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  es¬ 
tablished,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the 
responsibility  of  the  carrier  for  the  loss  where 
the  carrier’s  responsibility  is  not  waived  by  a 
contract.  These  contracts  become  so  import¬ 
ant  in  discussing  the  actual  bill  of  lading  in 
operation  on  coal  shipments  that  very  careful 
study  of  the  subject  is  essential.  Kindly  keep 
in  mind  that  the  parties  to  the  bill  of  lading 
are  the  shipper  and  the  carrier.  The  consignee 
has  absolutely  no  part  in  it,  first  or  last.  It 
would  seem  that  he  can  not  be  made  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  loss  even  where  there  is  a  con¬ 
tract  as  to  the  responsibility  for  the  goods 
in  transit  between  the  railroad  and  the  ship¬ 
per,  neither  of  whom  acts  for  the  consignee 
as  an  agent  or  otherwise. 

One  clause  in  the  bill  of  lading  declares  that 
the  railroad  company  is  not  responsible  for  the 
loss  of  coal  in  transit  when  shipped  in  open 
cars.  If  the  shipper  becomes  a  party  to  such 
a  bill  of  lading  he  enters  into  a  contract  with 
the  transportation  company  to  absolve  it  from 
any  responsibility  for  the  loss  of  those  goods 
in  transit.  If,  then,  the  bill  of  lading  assumes 
to  absolve  the  railroad  from  responsibility  for 
the  loss  of  coal  in  transit  the  shipper,  who 
concurred  in  the  absolution,  must  have  as¬ 
sumed  that  responsibility  himself.  This  is  so 
because  he  could  not  sign  away  the  consignee’s 
right  to  recover  the  loss  of  goods  which  really 
belong  to  him.  The  phraseology  of  the  bill  of 
lading  then  tells  where  the  responsibility  rests 
and  if  the  shipper  assumes  the  risk  himself 
he  is  answerable  to  the  consignee  for  any  dis¬ 
crepancy  between  the  mine  and  the  terminal 
weights. 

Right  at  this  point  a  new  “if”  and  a  new 
modification  appears  which  is  also  subject  to 
the  same  kind  of  a  contract  stipulation.  Some 
shippers  of  coal  say,  in  their  contracts  with 
the  dealers  and  consumers,  that  the  sales  are 
made  on  mine  weights.  This  clause  of  the 
contract  is  also  on  the  letter  heads  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  shipping  companies  and  the  dealers 
and  steam  users  are  made  aware,  by  frequent 
reiterations,  that  the  shipper  is  not  responsi¬ 
ble  for  any  discrepancies  in  the  weights  of 
coal  after  that  coal  leaves  his  mine.  At  the 
same  time  the  shipper  turns  around  and  makes 
a  contract  with  the  transportation  company, 
absolving  it  from  responsibility  for  the  loss  of 
coal  in  transit. 

At  this  juncture  the  retail  dealer  enters  into 


this  tangled  mess  and,  by  signing  a  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  coal  with  the  above  clause 
inserted,  waives  his  right  to  make  any  claim 
against  the  shipper  for  the  loss  of  coal  in  tran¬ 
sit.  The  upshot  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
shipper  produces  full  weight  of  coal  and  turns 
it  over  to  the  railroad  company.  The  latter 
loses  from  1,000  to  5,000  pounds  in  transit  but 
it  absolved  from  any  damage  by  the  shipper. 
The  latter  is  absolved  from  any  responsibility 
to  the  consignee  by  terms  of  his  contract. 
There  is  nothing  left,  therefore,  for  the  retail 
dealer  to  do  but  absorb  the  loss  and  take  his 
medicine  as  gracefully  as  he  can.  Under  such 
circumstances  a  bill  of  lading  becomes  a  mean¬ 
ingless  document  and  might  as  well  be  thrown 
in  the  waste  paper  basket. 

Right  of  Purchase. 

The  man  who  pays  his  money  for  anything 
has  a  right,  ordinarily,  to  demand  that  for 
which  he  pays.  When  a  dealer  buys  of  a  pro¬ 
ducer  he  favors  the  other  with  his  trade. 
When  the  producer  uses  a  railroad  line  he 
bestows  a  favor  on  that  carrier.  One  man 
buys  coal,  another  transportation,  but  each 
pays  for  what  he  gets  with  the  money  he  has 
earned  in  another  line  of  business.  The  re¬ 
tail  dealer  owes  the  shipper  no  consideration 
other  than  the  payment  for  his  goods  and  the 
consignor  owes  the  railroad  nothing  other  than 
the  payment  of  the  amount  of  money  which 
the  railroad  exacts  for  the  transportation  it 
performs.  The  buyers  of  coal  or  transporta¬ 
tion  should  be  able  to  say  something  of  the 
conditions  of  the  sale.  But  by  an  aggressive 
and  domineering  method  the  carriers  have 
browbeaten  the  timid  shippers  into  accepting 
an  emasculated  bill  of  lading.  The  shippers, 
having  been  cowed  by  the  railroads,  turn  and 
coerce  the  consignee  into  accepting  an  emas¬ 
culated  form  of  contract. 

The  method  of  proceedure  is  that  the  rail¬ 
road  company,  which  is  really  responsible  for 
the  loss  of  coal,  throws  the  burden  of  that 
loss,  by  contract  stipulation,  onto  the  shoul¬ 
ders  of  the  shipper.  The  latter  also,  by  con¬ 
tract  agreement,  throws  the  burden  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  retail  dealer.  The  latter,  to 
follow  the  natural  line  of  procedure,  should 
in  turn  throw  the  responsibility  upon  the  con¬ 
sumer,  but  when  this  stage  is  arrived  at  the 
competition  among  the  dealers  will  not  per¬ 
mit  ordinarily  the  shoveling  of  this  burden 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  consumers  and 
hence  the  consignee  or  the  retailer  absorbs 
the  losses  and  lets  the  responsible  party,  the 
railroad,  go  scott  free.  The  custom  of  the 
trade  seems  to  have  proceeded  so  far  that  the 
retail  dealers  have  become  enmeshed  in  a 
faulty  system  of  doing  business.  The  matter 
has  become  so  complex  that  the  mere  de¬ 
manding  of  a  bill  of  lading  and  the  collection 
of  definite  information  as  to  the  loss  of  coal  in 
transit  will  not  permit  the  retail  coal  dealer 
to  make  collection  of  his  claim.  This  is  es¬ 
sentially  true  because  the  normal  import  of 
the  bill  of  lading  and  of  the  contract  of  sale 
have  been  modified  by  such  contract  obliga¬ 
tions  as  completely  change  the  tenor  of  the 
original  instrument. 

If  the  situation  is  to  be  remedied  the  re¬ 
tail  dealer  will  have  to  dig  deeper.  He  will 
first  have  to  refuse  to  accept  mine  weights  as 
the  basis  for  settling  for  coal.  The  opera¬ 
tors  in  turn  will  have  to  compel  the  railroads 
to  remove  the  obnoxious  and  qualifying  clause 
from  the  bill  of  lading.  Once  the  emascu¬ 
lated  contract  and  the  emasculated  bill  of  lad¬ 
ing  are  removed  the  retail  dealer  can  then 
go  into  court,  with  perfectly  clean  hands,  and 
make  collection  from  the  transportation  com¬ 
pany  for  the  value  of  the  coal  lost  while  in 
the  hands  of  the  common  carrier. 

Under  present  circumstances  the  common 
law  rights  of  the  consignee  are  so  obscured 
by  existing  contracts  as  to  be  practically  non¬ 
existent. 

Gladstone  Wise. 
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General  Review. 


Supplies  Are  Still  Abundant  and  Prices 
Continue  to  Rule  at  a  Low 
Level. 


The  market  generally  has  not  recovered 
fully  from  the  influence  of  the  heavy  movement 
of  coal  away  from  the  mines  just  prior  to 
the  suspension  on  April  1.  Coal  shipped  on 
the  last  day  of  mine  operation  reached  destina¬ 
tion  this  week  and,  being  added  to  liberal 
stock  piles  already  collected,  had  a  tendency 
to  still  further  depress  prices.  The  only  ex¬ 
ception  to  this  general  rule  is  in  screenings 
which  are  showing  a  good  demand  and  better 
prices  than  at  any  time  in  the  year.  The  rea¬ 
son  for  this  is  apparent,  since  screenings  can 
not  be  stored  to  advantage  without  danger  of 
loss  by  fire  and  since  the  number  of  consum¬ 
ers  is  gradually  increasing. 

The  market  served  by  the  mines  which  are 
suspended  has  not  been  invaded  by  outside 
producers,  largely  because  there  has  been  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  demand  for  the  product.  As  shown 
a  short  time  ago,  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
mines  can  not  ship  into  the  northern  markets 
except  at  an  increase  of  ten  cents  a  ton  over 
the  prices  profitable  in  the  north.  There  has 
been  no  such  demand  as  would  warrant  any 
increase  in  price  and  consequently  such  ship¬ 
ments  have  been  held  back.  The  few  mines  in 
Indiana,  which  have  been  endeavoring  to  oper¬ 
ate,  have  found  that  the  cost  of  production  was 
very  much  above  normal  and  prices  were  in¬ 
clined  to  sag  below  the  normal  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction.  Since  a  loss  on  the  output  of  coal 
was  staring  the  operators  in  the  face  many 
of  them  gave  over  all  efforts  to  produce  coal 
until  after  the  interstate  agreement  has  been 
reached. 

In  the  south  the  market  is  flattened  out, 
even  though  western  Kentucky  mines  are 
closed  down  on  account  of  labor  negotiations 
and  the  eastern  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  mines 
are  closed  for  the  lack  of  orders.  There  is  no 
demand  for  coal  in  the  southwest  despite  the 
fact  that  the  mines  are  closed  owing  to  labor 
negotiations  and  are  likely  to  remain  idle  for 
an  indeterminate  length  of  time.  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  market  all  through  is  such  as  to 
confirm  the  belief  of  the  operators,  expressed 
some  time  ago,  that  a  mine  suspension  is  im¬ 
perative. 

The  anthracite  production  for  March  was 
4,766,158  tons  as  compared  with  5,235,814  tons 
for  March,  1907.  This  shows  a  decrease  of 
only  469,656  tons,  whereas  it  was  expected 
that  the  decrease  would  be  very  much  larger. 
This  indicates  that  the  anthracite  trade  has 
not  been  as  dull  as  many  supposed,  because 
the  producing  companies  have  disposed  of  all 
their  output,  being  compelled  to  place  none 
of  it  in  stock.  The  April  demand  so  far  has 
been  above  normal  and  the  belief  is  that  this 
month  and  next  will  be  exceptionally  good 
for  the  anthracite  trade.  The  operators  hardly 
expect  this  demand  to  continue  all  summer  but 
are  planning  to  keep  the  production  at  a  high 
level  that  they  may  create  stocks  for  the  next 
winter  and  spring  against  the  time  when  the 
mine  workers  are  likely  to  cause  trouble  when 
labor  negotiations  are  resumed. 

The  market  is  thus  generally  stagnant  and 
it  remains  to  be  seen  what  the  future  has  in 
store.  It  seems  hardly  probable  that  the 
mines  in  Ohio,  western  Pennsylvania  and  In¬ 
diana  will  be  able  to  resume  operations  much 
before  May  1.  Efforts  will  be  made  by  the 
officials  of  the  miners  to  have  the  mines 
opened  pending  negotiations,  but  the  mine 
workers  do  not  support  their  officers  in  this 
matter. 

Meanwhile,  no  market  appears  for  this  prod¬ 
uct,  even  should  such  an  agreement  be  reached 
Indiana  found  this  true  within  the  week. 
Illinois  will  be  technically  ready  to  re¬ 
sume  work  possibly  within  the  coming  week, 
but  whether  the  mines  are  opened  will  depend 
upon  the  individual  policies  of  the  operators. 
The  future  of  the  trade  is  uncertain,  but  it  is 
very  evident  there  is  no  call  for  any  large  pro¬ 
duction. 


Chicago  Market. 

Demand  Is  at  Zero  But  Fortunately 
the  Supply  of  Coal  Is  Not 
Increasing. 


A  statement  of  actual  conditions  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  coal  trade  today  would  result  in  the  as¬ 
sertion  that  there  is  no  market.  This  is  on 
the  assumption  that  in  order  to  have  a  market 
it  is  necessary  to  have  some  place  to  sell  coal 
and  some  definite  price  at  which  to  dispose  of 
the  product.  In  reality  there  is  no  demand 
and  with  the  exception  of  screenings  there  is 
no  quotable  price. 

Production  of  the  principal  coals  marketed  in 
Chicago  has  been  suspended  for  an  indefinite 
period.  Ohio,  western  Pennsylvania  and  Illi¬ 
nois  mines  have  been  closed  since  the  1st  of 
April  and,  aside  from  a  few  of  the  smaller 
mines,  no  effort  is  made  to  produce  coal.  In¬ 
diana,  for  a  few  days,  endeavored  to  produce 
coal  under  an  agreement  with  the  miners  to 
continue  work  until  a  wage  scale  had  been 
agreed  upon.  Operations  were  soon  beset  with 
two  difficulties.  The  first  was  that  having  pro¬ 
duced  the  coal,  they  had  no  place  to  put  it, 
and  the  second  was  that  while  the  general  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  mine  workers  were  willing  to  con¬ 
tinue  on  the  old  scale,  the  miners  individually 
refused  to  return  to  work.  Some  of  the  larger 
companies  are  able  to  get  together  enough  or¬ 
ders  to  keep  one  mine  in  operation. 

Just  when  conditions  will  take  a  turn  it  is 
impossible  to  say  now.  This  week  there  is 
just  beginning  to  be  felt  a  very  slight  improve¬ 
ment  in  conditions.  There  is  a  demand  for 
screenings  and  prices  obtained  for  such 
amounts  as  are  for  sale  are  very  satisfactory. 
It  is  not  hard  to  explain  this  because  the  num¬ 
ber  of  concerns  that  are  consuming  screenings 
is  gradually  on  the  increase.  Moreover, 
screenings  are  hazardous  to  store  and  these 
consumers  could  not  get  in  large  stocks  with¬ 
out  encountering  the  risk  of  having  the  prod¬ 
uct  reach  the  state  of  spontaneous  combus¬ 
tion.  The  result  was  that  consumption  was 
kept  up  but  storage  piles  were  not  large  and 
now  the  consumers  are  in  need  of  replenish¬ 
ing  their  supplies.  For  coal  generally  there  is 
practically  no  demand  because  most  of  the 
dealers  and  consumers  are  extraordinarily  well 
stocked.  The  miners  and  operators  will  get 
together  on  Tuesday  at  Toledo  in  an  effort  to 
come  to  terms  as  to  an  interstate  wage  agree¬ 
ment.  It  is  now  believed  possible  that  they 
will  be  able  to  reach  an  agreement  inside  of 
ten  days  and  that,  provided  the  market  condi¬ 
tions  are  satisfactory,  the  mines  will  be  opened 
about  the  last  week  in  April  or  the  1st  of 
May. 

Contract  buying  is  slow  with  the  exception 
of  in  the  higher  grades  of  coal.  It  is  apparent 
this  year  that  more  attention  is  being  paid  to 
quality  than  ever  before  and  that  consumers 
are  demanding  the  best  grades  of  coal,  being 
willing  to  make  moderate  contracts.  Buying 
by  steam  plants  and  manufacturing  concerns 
while  general,  is  not  up  in  volume  to  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  previous  years. 

The  anthracite  market  is  picking  up  a  little 
and  a  reasonably  heavy  tonnage  has  been  cov¬ 
ered  by  sales  for  April  delivery.  Owing  to 
the  fact  that  coal  is  plentiful  and  transporta¬ 
tion  comparatively  easy,  it  is  believed  a  larger 
percentage  of  coal  will  be  delivered  on  the 
April  contracts  than  has  been  the  case  here¬ 
tofore. 

Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  mines  have  been  shut 
down  all  week  and  consequently  none  of  this 
coal  is  being  offered  on  the  market.  A  few 
cars  of  left  over  coal  were  sold  on  a  dull  mar¬ 
ket,  steam  lump  bringing  $2.25  and  4-inch  lump 
$2.35  to  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Third  vein  mines  are  not  producing  any  coal 
and  that  which  was  produced  has  all  been 
sold.  The  following  represent  nominal  values 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine-run,  $2.00;  chunks, 
$2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15, 
and  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  exceedingly  quiet  because 


none  of  it  is  being  produced.  The  coal  on 
hand  at  the  mines  or  on  track  was  cleaned  up 
within  the  week.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
sacrifice  values  as  was  the  case  ten  days  ago, 
but  a  good  deal  of  persuasion  was  necessary  to 
move  the  coal  on  hand.  On  such  occasions 
recent  quotations  were  urged,  namely  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.65;  2-inch  egg  or  lump, 
$1.85  to  $1.90;  screenings,  $1.35  to  $1.40. 

Springfield  screenings  were  in  reasonably 
good  demand  within  the  week  because  they 
were  necessary  to  some  of  the  factories.  A 
few  cars  sold  as  high  as  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
A  few  cars  of  other  sizes  were  moved  but 
values  were  hardly  considered.  On  these  sales 
the  following  prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  obtained: 
Mine-run,  $1.50  to  $1.75;  screenings,  $1.50;  nut, 
$2.00;  egg  or  lump,  $2.25;  1 54-inch  lump,  $1.95. 

Carterville  coal  has  been  cleaned  up  and  tne 
demoralization  so  recently  seen  is  not  in  evi¬ 
dence  although  the  left-over  coal  had  to  be 
sold  at  the  old  figures.  Some  mine-run  was 
disposed  of  at  eighty-five  to  ninety  cents  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines,  while  screenings  brought  sixty- 
five  to  seventy  cents. 

Clinton  coal  conditions  have  been  peculiar. 
The  mines  tried  to  run  for  a  short  time  but 
the  net  result  has  been  that  only  two  or  three 
mines  have  been  in  operation  daily  in  the  en¬ 
tire  district.  The  cost  of  production  was  so 
high  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  men  that 
most  of  these  mines  have  now  been  shut 
down.  The  producing  companies  have  found 
that  while  there  are  no  new  orders,  recent 
production  has  permitted  the  operators  to 
meet  all  demands,  leaving  no  unsold  coal  on 
hand. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  mines  have  been 
running  spasmodically  but  with  very  little  de¬ 
mand  for  the  output.  On  such  sales  we  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Chunks  or  egg,  $2.00  to  $2.- 
15;  steam  lump,  $1.95  to  $2.05. 

Brazil  block  mines  have  been  running  on  a 
limited  scale  for  the  week  but  prices  have  been 
quite  soft,  the  market  being  represented  by  the 
quotation  of  $2.50  to  $2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Eastern  Coals. 

Shippers  of  standard  Hocking  coal  cleaned 
up  the  amounts  on  track  and  have  also  filled 
orders.  The  mines  are  closed  with  no  left¬ 
over  demand  and  with  no  new  demand  in 
sight.  A  few  shippers  of  so-called  Hocking 
coal  had  a  good  many  cars  on  track  within  the 
week  up  to  car  service  and  this  was  sacrificed 
at  ridiculously  low  figures.  A  little  Jackson  Hill 
coal  is  on  track  but  can  be  easily  disposed  of. 
The  mines  are  closed.  The  Hocking  that  was 
disposed  of  sold  between  $2.75  and  $3.00 
against  a  circular  of  $3.15.  Jackson  Hill  is 
quoted  at  $4.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Kanawha  operators  have  not  shipped  in  any 
unusual  amount  of  coal  but  the  market  has 
been  weak  and  the  average  price  has  ranged 
between  $3.00  and  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  not  coming  .in  any 
quantity  to  the  Chicago  market  because  all 
the  old  contracts  have  expired  and  new  ones 
have  not  been  made.  No  price  quotations 
would  represent  conditions. 

Smokeless  coal  prices  are  apparently  in  need 
of  a  suspension  of  mine  operations  to  brace 
them  up.  Some  very  good  1^-inch  screened 
mine-run  New  River  coal  has  been  sold  in 
Chicago  this  week  as  low  as  70  cents  a  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Other  grades  of  coal  have 
been  sold  at  90  cents,  these  being  up  to  de¬ 
murrage,  while  the  higher  grade  Pocahontas 
coal  has  been  sold  at  $1.10  at  the  mines  with 
some  few  sales  at  circular  price  of  $1.25.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  mine-run,  $2.75  to  $3.30;  egg  or  lump, 
$3.50  to  $3.75. 

Fairmont  coal  is  not  a  quotable  commodity 
just  now,  shipments  being  practically  at  zero. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Foundry  and  furnace  conditions  have  not 
changed  within  the  week  nor  has  the  demand 
for  coke  shown  any  improvement.  Trade  in 
this  quarter  is  as  dull  as  in  bituminous  coal. 
The  following  prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  represent 
trade  conditions:  Connellsville,  $5.00;  Wise 
county,  $4.75;  West  Virginia,  $5.00;  48-hour, 
$4.25;  by-product  foundry,  $5.25;  by-product 
domestic,  $4.75  and  gas  house  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Conditions  Are  Discouraging  as  Smaller 
Producers  Are  Now  Cutting 
Pri  ces. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  March  9. 

Local  operators  look  upon  the  present  market 
conditions  as  both  very  unsatisfactory  and  very 
disappointing,  and  particularly  so  during  the  last 
week.  While  there  has  been  no  official  change  in 
prices  reported  during  the  last  week,  there  has 
been  considerable  price  cutting  among  some  of 
the  operating  and  wholesale  companies,  and  the 
statement  is  frankly  made  that  there  will  probably 
be  a  great  deal  more  of  it. 

In  fact  one  of  the  largest  producers  in  the 
Pittsburgh  district  openly  declared  that  there 
was  going  to  be  some  mighty  cheap  coal  in  this 
vicinity  shortly.  West  Virginia  operators  are 
offering  some  very  low  prices,  and  seem  to  be 
booking  considerable  business.  Their  lower  cost 
of  production  more  than  covers  the  additional 
freight  rate  into  this  part  of  the  state,  and  it 
seems  as  though  a  determined  effort  were  being 
made  to  land  large  business,  which  they  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  said  they  will  be  able  to  hold  if 
they  are  once  able  to  get  it.  This  is  doubtful, 
however,  and  the  result  will  be  carefully  watched. 
For  the  future,  there  is  little  or  no  apprehension 
felt  on  the  part  of  the  western  Pennsylvania 
operators,  but  as  all  of  the  local  concerns  have 
large  quantities  of  coal  stored  in  this  vicinity, 
some,  in  fact,  sufficient  to  conduct  their  normal 
business  for  from  sixty  to  ninety  days,  it  is  a 
practical  certainty  that  there  will  be  a  loss  ex¬ 
perienced  somewhere. 

The  large  local  producers  continue  to  hold 
prices,  and  can  be  quoted  as  standing  firm  in  this 
resolve  until  the  last  extremity,  but  as  has  been 
noted,  some  of  the  smaller  concerns  have  started 
to  take  business  from  them  at  low  prices,  which 
will  naturally  force  their  larger  and  stronger 
rivals,  firm  as  they  may  be,  to  meet  open  compe¬ 
tition,  and  this  condition,  it  is  claimed,  will 
naturally  tend  to  make  temporary  reductions. 

There  is  still  considerable  speculation  as  to  how 
long  the  mines  in  western  Pennsylvania  may  re¬ 
main  closed,  and  little  satisfaction  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  present  outlook.  There  is  more 
coal  on  hand  than  can  be  shipped  and  consumed 
within  the  next  month  unless  large  consumers 
take  advantage  of  the  expected  price  cutting  and 
stock  up  heavily.  Even  in  that  case,  some  of  the 
local  shippers  have  sufficient  stock  already  mined 
and  stored  to  last  them  for  sixty  days,  or  in  a 
few  cases,  even  longer. 

It  stands  to  reason,  therefore,  that  while  there 
are  good  stocks  on  hand,  and  prices  below  the 
standard,  the  operators  will  not  be  anxious  to 
start  the  mines  until  a  demand  has  been  created 
by  the  scarcity  that  is  bound  to  result  in  such  an 
instance,  when  the  prices  can  again  be  placed  on 
the  proper  basis.  This  may  be — well,  no  one  can 
tell. 

In  quoting  prices  this  week,  we  give  the  quota¬ 
tions  that  are  considered  as  standard  among  the 
local  operators  who  are  refusing  to  cut  at  the 
present  time.  These  must  not,  in  any  event,  be 
taken  as  positive  however,  as  all  of  them  can 
be  shaded,  and  some  badly  shaved  right  in  the 
city,  while  in  the  country  districts  they  are  said 
to  be  even  worse  mutilated,  especially  in  towns 
near  mines  where  large  stocks  are  collected.  The 
following  prices  were,  therefore,  quoted  today 
under  the  above  conditions :  Mine-run,  $1.15  to 
$1.25;  54-inch  lump,  $1.25  to  $1.35;  1J4 -inch  lump, 
$1.35  to  $1.45;  3-inch  lump,  $1.60  to  $1.70;  1%- 
inch  nut,  $1.15  to  $1.25,  and  slack  at  from  75  to  85 
cents,  all  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

The  coke  trade  likewise  continues  very  dull, 
and  although  there  have  been  some  additional 
ovens  blown  in  this  week,  this  has  made  no  no¬ 
ticeable  change  in  the  conditions.  Reports  are 
current  that  there  will  be  a  number  of  additional 
blast  furnaces  blown  in  in  the  vicinity  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  should  this  be  the  case,  there  will  be 
some  appreciable  change  noted  from  that  time 
on.  Production  is  greatly  curtailed,  and  much 
coke  is  being  run  to  the  yards  instead  of  to  the 
cars.  Many  of  the  ovens  in  the  Connellsville 
region  are  being  operated  but  three  and  four  days 
a  week  by  the  leading  producer,  although  many  of 
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the  independents  are  doing  better  than  this,  some 
even  running  full  for  six  days.  Prices  are  un¬ 
settled  and  generally  very  unsatisfactory.  Fur¬ 
nace  coke,  for  immediate  shipment,  is  held  at 
about  $1.60,  while  on  contract  it  ranges  at  from 
$1.80  to  $1.90.  Foundry  coke  for  immediate  ship¬ 
ment  ranges  from  $2.10  to  $2.25,  while  the  latter 
price  prevails  on  contract.  The  shipments  last 
week  from  the  Connellsville  region  were  slightly 
above  those  of  the  week  previous,  this  increase 
being  made  by  the  independents. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Josiah  V.  Thompson,  the  well  known  coal  and 
coke  operator  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  was  a  business 
visitor  in  Pittsburgh  this  week. 

T. .  P.  Jones,  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Com¬ 
pany,  returned  on  Wednesday  afternoon  from  a 
business  trip  throughout  the  East,  where  he 
visited  the  sales  offices  of  the  company. 

The  Salem  Coal  Company,  of  Salem,  Ohio,  has 
arranged  to  lease  the  mine  on  the  Arter  Farm, 
a  short  distance  from  that  city,  and  will  use  this 
mine  to  supply  the  trade  in  the  vicinity  of  Salem. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Butler  Coal  &  Coke  Company  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  April  14,  at  the  general  offices  of  the 
company  at  Butler,  Pa.,  when  a  new  board  and 
officers  will  be  elected. 

A  meeting  of  the  examining  board  of  the  bitu¬ 
minous  region  was  held  in  this  city  last  week  at 
the  Hotel  Boyer,  and  questions  prepared  for 
the  coming  examinations  of  mine  foremen  and 
fire  bosses.  The  examination  of  the  former  will 
be  held  on  April  21  to  23,  and  the  latter  April  24. 

H.  F.  Stark,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  has  received  a 
contract  from  the  Mount  Pleasant  Coke  Company, 
of  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  for  the  erection  of  a 
plant  to  be  built  this  summer  at  Carpentertown, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  One  hundred  ovens  will  be 
built,  and  grading  will  be  started  at  once. 

The  Indian  Creek  Coal  Company  has  purchased 
six  tracts  of  coal  lands  in  Fayette  and  Somerset 
counties,  Pa.,  aggregating  about  600  acres.  These 
lands  are  all  located  along  the  line  of  the  Indian 
Creek  railroad,  which  has  been  about  completed 
through  that  section  of  the  state,  and  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  company  to  open  several  mines  as 
soon  as  conditions  will  warrant. 

Another  meeting  of  the  commission  that  was 
appointed  to  revise  the  mining  laws  of  this  state 
will  be  held  in  this  city  the  latter  part  of  this 
month.  This  work  is  progressing  in  good  shape, 
five  of  the  sections  having  already  been  completed. 
The  work  is  to  be  rushed  in  every  way  possible 
in  order  to  present  the  revised  code  to  the  coming- 
session  of  the  state  legislature. 

The  Southern  Coal  Company,  Grafton,  W.  Va., 
has  been  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  that 
state  with  an  authorized  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 
The  incorporators  named  are  John  W.  Miller  and 
S.  W.  Shrader,  of  Grafton;  M.  J.  Davis  and  R.  C. 
Holing,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  John  Kerr,  of 
Greensburg,  Pa.  The  mines  and  holdings  of  the 
company  are  in  Harrison  county,  W.  Va. 

The  Pleasant  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
been  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
West  Virginia  with  an  authorized  capital  stock  of 
$100,000,  by  E.  L.  Cunningham,  of  Dawson,  Pa. ; 
W.  R.  Hurst  and  H.  R.  Hurst,  of  Scottdale,  Pa. ; 
G.  W.  Newcomer,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.;  and  A.  G. 
Newcomer  of  Dawson,  Pa.  The  workings  of  the 
company  are  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  addi¬ 
tions  will  be  made  at  once  to  the  coking  plant. 

Work  has  been  started  on  the  construction  of 
the  branch  .road  that  will  extend  to  the  new  mines 
located  at  the  new  town  of  Belmont,  Somerset 
county,  Pa.,  which  have  been  about  completed 
by  the  Somerset  Coal  Company.  About  200  men 
are  at  work  on  the  road,  and  as  soon  as  com¬ 
pleted,  the  new  mines  will  be  placed  in  opera¬ 
tion,  employing  several  hundred  men.  The  branch 
will  connect  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Sligo  Coal  Company  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the 
company  at  Butler  last  week  to  consider  a  propo¬ 
sition  from  a  number  of  capitalists  from  Brock- 
wayville,  Pa.,  who  had  opened  negotiations  toward 
the  purchase  of  the  property  at  Sligo,  Clarion 
county,  this  state,  comprising  about  500  acres. 
After  due  consideration,  however,  the  action 
was  voted  against,  the  offer  made  having  been 
considered  too  small.  , 


"At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  McKean  Coal  Company,  held  in  the  general 
offices  of  the  company  at  Tarentum,  Pa.,  last 
week,  a  board  composed  of  J.  N.  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Boyd,  J.  O.  Barnett,  John  Harper,  J.  S.  McKean 
and  H.  E.  Sayers  was  elected  to  serve  during  the 
coming  year.  This  board  then  elected  J.  N. 
Stewart  president ;  H.  W.  Boyd,  vice-president, 
and  J.  O.  Barnett,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
annual  report  of  the  company  shows  that  last 
year  was  the  most  prosperous  that  the  company 
has  ever  had,  and  that  the  outlook  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year  is  equally  bright,  provided  the  labor 
troubles  are  speedily  overcome. 

A  meeting  of  the  promoters  of  the  Dunn-Con- 
nellsville  Coke  Company  was  held  last  week  at 
the  offices  of  the  Dunlap-Connellsville  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  in  Connellsville,  Pa.,  and  the  organization 
completed.  The  company  is  building  a  large  cok¬ 
ing  plant  at  Eisamans,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and 
about  fifty  ovens  have  already  been  completed  and 
are  ready  to  be  fired.  The  following  officers  were 
elected :  Paul  Mauzey,  president,  Connellsville, 
Pa. ;  A.  J.  Stough,  first  vice-president,  Greens¬ 
boro,  Pa. ;  S.  F.  Tannehill,  Connellsville,  second 
vice-president;  L.  C.  Waggoners,  treasurer, 
Brownsville,  Pa. ;  C.  H.  Blakeney,  secretary, 
Brownsville,  Pa.  The  following  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  was  also  elected :  Cyrus  Echard,  W.  M. 
Dunn,  S.  M.  Tannehill,  J.  M.  Kendall,  John 
Gwynne,  Charles  Ramella,  Paul  Mauzey,  F.  C. 
Leighty,  J.  H.  Gwynne  and  Lewis  Morrison.  The 
company  has  completed  the  work  of  opening  the 
mine,  and  as  soon  as  the  wage  difficulties  are  ad¬ 
justed,  the  completed  portion  of  the  plant  will  be 
started. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  9. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Conditions  remain  practically  unchanged 
from  what  they  were  last  week.  Nearly  all  of 
the  mines  are  shut  down  and  everybody  hopes 
that  they  will  stay  shut  down  for  at  least  an¬ 
other  month  in  order  to  let  consumers  clean  up 
their  stocks. 

Nearly  all  of  the  mines  stored  their  sidings  full 
of  coal  before  the  strike  and  expected  to  realize 
good  prices  for  it,  but  as  yet  very  little  of  this 
coal  has  been  sold  and  where  it  has  been  sold  it 
has  brought  even  less  than  it  was  worth  last 
week.  Several  small  co-operative  mines,  that 
have  no  connections  with  any  operators’  associa¬ 
tions,  are  running  but  the  tonnage  they  represent 
is  too  small  to  amount  to  much.  These  few 
mines,  that  are  running,  have  found  that  the  de¬ 
mand  was  so  poor  and  they  have  had  such  a 
hard  time  disposing  of  their  outputs  that  they 
have  been  compelled  to  shut  down. 

Standard  two-inch  lump  coal  has  been  sold  as 
low  as  90  cents  at  the  mine  or  $1.52  f.  o.  b.  St. 
Louis  since  the  shutdown.  This  is  the  only 
grade  of  coal  that  we  have  heard  of  as  changing 
hands  since  the  first,  though  there  is  quite  a 
bunch  of  coal  on  track  down  in  the  Carterville 
district,  which  has  not  been  disposed  of  as  yet. 

The  operators  of  the  fifth  and  ninth  districts 
decided  to  make  an  effort  to  have  all  of  the 
operators  in  their  association  join  the  Illinois 
Operators’  Association  and  they  have  appointed 
a  committee  to  visit  all  of  the  operators  who 
were  not  present  at  the  meeting. 

A  little  anthracite  coal  is  moving  and  several 
jobbers  report  that  they  are  doing  a  pretty  good 
business  on  anthracite  coal  from  both  Arkansas 
and  Pennsylvania  at  the  April  circular. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

William  Oexner  of  the  Bellville  &  O’Fallon 
Coal  &  Mining  Company,  was  seen  in  town  to¬ 
day. 

H.  Dale,  general  manager  of  the  St.  Louis 
Carterville  Coal  Company  was  in  town  yester¬ 
day. 

H.  M.  Boyer,  sales  agent  of  the  McAllister 
Fuel  Company  of  Kansas  City,  was  in  town  to¬ 
day  lining  up  some  business  for  the  coming  sea¬ 
son. 

Charles  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the 
Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Company  of  Chicago, 
was  in  town  yesterday  getting  some  business  on 
anthracite  coal.  His  many  friends  in  St.  Louis 
were  very  glad  to  see  him  and  were  disappointed 
that  he  could  not  stay  longer  as  he  had  to  leave 
for  Chicago  again  last  night. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 

Suspension  of  Mining  Has  No  Market  In¬ 
fluence  But  Values  Are  Not 
Soft. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  April  9. 

The  suspension  of  mining  has  thus  far  proved 
a  total  failure.  'The  general  coal  market  here  is 
fully  as  dull  as  it  was  a  week  or  ten  days  ago. 
There  is  absolutely  no  improvement  in  either 
prices  or  in  the  demand  for  coal.  The  buyers 
seem  to  have  completely  discounted  the  strike. 
Any  person  who  desires  to  buy  coal  can  get  it 
just  as  promptly  and  just  as  cheaply  .as  he  could 
have  got  it  two  weeks  ago. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  proving  quite  disappoint¬ 
ing  to  a  large  number  of  persons  who  had  every 
hope  that  the  suspension  would  soon  clean  up  ex¬ 
isting  stocks  and  make  a  general  marked  im¬ 
provement  in  the  coal  trade.  But  it  must  not  be 
understood  that  the  Cincinnati  market  is  de¬ 
moralized — that  would  be  far  from  the  truth.  The 
market  is  really  firm  considering  the  limited 
demand,  and  there  seems  no  disposition  on  the 
part  of  any  producers  or  selling  agencies  to  cut 
existing  reasonable  prices.  Nut  and  slack  is 
actually  scarce  and  is  commanding  excellent 
prices,  75  cents  a  ton  at  the  mine  being  the  com¬ 
mon  price  for  good  qualities  of  this  fuel,  and 
straggling  sales  have  been  made  as  high  as  85 
cents  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

A  few  contracts  are  being  closed  up  for  splint 
and  gas  run-of-mine,  and  without  exception  these 
are  netting  the  mines  $t.00  a  ton  for  the  standard 
grades.  It  is  true  that  spot  run  of  mine  has  been 
selling  as  low  as  85  cents,  but  the  quantities  have 
been  small,  and  this  minimum  does  not  represent 
the  actual  market  price.  Ninety-five  cents  and 
$1.00  a  ton  are  the  regular  quotations.  Smokeless 
coal  is  firm,  though  not  much  in  demand.  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  are  univer¬ 
sally  quoted  at  $1.60  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and  run 
of  mine  is  worth  $1.25,  with  a  ten  cent  differen¬ 
tial  in  favor  of  Cincinnati.  Splint  lump  ranges 
from  $1.20  a  ton  to  $1.35  a  ton  for  the  ordinary 
grades  with  coarsely  screened  and  well  advertised 
grades  ranging  up  to  $1.40  and  even  $1.50  a  ton 
at  the  mines. 

River  lump  is  quite  firm  at  8  cents  a  bushel 
afloat  in  barges  in  the  harbor,  and  Kanawha  lump 
7J4  and  8  cents.  River  nut  and  slack  is  worth 
from  5  to  6  cents  a  bushel.  While  there  is  only  a 
very  limited  demand  for  any  kind  of  river  coal 
at  present,  holding  river  coal  is  so  different 
from  holding  coal  on  cars  that  it  is  a  good  gamble 
to  have  river  coal  afloat  at  the  beginning  of  any 
labor  disturbance  because  it  can  be  held  so 
cheaply.  It  will  be  a  revelation,  no  doubt,  to  many 
coal  men  to  learn  that  river  coal  can  be  “held”  in 
barges  for  two  months  for  five  cents  a  ton  exclu¬ 
sive  of  interest.  This  is  one  of  the  great  advan¬ 
tages  of  river  transportation,  both  the  freighting 
and  the  storage  of  coal  in  barges  is,  almost  nothing 
compared  with  other  means  of  moving  the  same 
commodity.  A  river  coal  man,  therefore,  would 
be  foolish  to  sell  out  his  stock  afloat  at  a  time 
when  there  is  any  likelihood  of  a  continued  sus¬ 
pension  of  mining,  or  a  cessation  of  navigation. 

As  predicted  several  weeks  ago  in  The  Black 
Diamond,  the  retail  dealers  have  all  dropped  their 
retail  price  to  $3.25  a  ton  for  lump  coal  delivered. 
As  noted  at  the  time  of  the  cut  from  $3.75,  several 
prominent  retailers  refused  to  come  below  $3.50, 
but  the  pressure  was  too  great,  and  they  all  came 
down  to  the  $3.25  price  a  few  days  ago.  There 
is  no  demand  for  coal  at  retail,  it  being  too  late 
for  real  consumption,  and  too  early  for  people  to 
lay  in  their  next  winter’s  supply. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

General  Sales  Agent  Walsh  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor  a  few  days 
ago. 

E.  PI.  Henderson  of  the  Norton  Coal  Company, 
Norton,  Va.,  spent  a  day  or  two  here  this  week 
on  business. 

Robert  J.  West,  of  the  West  Fuel  Company, 
Toledo,  was  a  caller  at  a  number  of  the  principal 
coal  offices  here  this  week. 

The  State  Railroad  Commission  of  Kentucky 
has  relieved  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  of  the 


long  and  short  haul  rate  because  of  the  river  com¬ 
petition  between  Louisville,  Henderson,  Owens¬ 
boro  and  Paducah. 

President  George  W.  Stevens  of  the  Chesapeake 
<&  Ohio  railroad  arrived  in  Cincinnati  a  few  days 
ago  from  a  trip  to  Mexico.  In  speaking  of  the 
miners’  strike  he  is  quoted  as  believing  the  strike 
will  not  amount  to  much,  and  that  there  will  prac¬ 
tically  be  no  suspension  of  mining  along  the  lines 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 

The  retail  prices  of  coal  in  Cincinnati  at  present 
are  :  Pittsburgh,  Kanawha,  Thacker,  Fairmont  and 
such  grades  of  lump,  $3.25  a  ton  delivered  to 
families;  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg,  $3.75  and  anthracite,  $7.25.  Splint  lump  coal 
delivered  in  less  than  ton  lots  to  tenement 
dwellers  is  18  cents  a  bushel. 

Harry  R.  Mather,  the  genial  Cincinnati  mana¬ 
ger  for  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt  is  faithfully 
serving  his  country  as  a  juror  at  present.  As 
there  is  practically  no  getting  out  of  this  service, 
Mr.  Mather  looks  at  the  matter  very  philosophi¬ 
cally  and  says  that  he  could  not  be  caught  in  a 
more  opportune  time,  as  he  has  nothing  to  do 
at  present  in  the  coal  business. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  public 
hearing  will  be  held  in  room  402,  Custom  House 
on  May  12  to  consider  the  plans  for  a  bridge 
proposed  to  be  built  by  The  Parkersburg  Bridge 
Company  across  the  Ohio  river  at  Parkersburg. 
W.  Va.  There  is  already  one  bridge  across  the 
river  at  this  point,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  river 
coal  men  will  offer  the  most  strenuous  objections 
to  another  unless  the  spans  are  made  long  so  as 
to  offer  the  least  posible  obstruction  to  the 
rapidly  increasing  navigation  interests  of  the  river. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  April  9. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— This  city  is  making  preparations  to  care 
for  all  participants  in,  as  well  as  visitors  to,  the 
big  convention  which  will  be  held  here  between 
the  United  Mine  Workers  and  the  coal  operators 
on  next  Tuesday.  There  is  every  indication  that 
there  will  be  a  big  atendance  at  the  meeting  and 
room  at  all  the  leading  hotels  are  being  rapidly 
taken.  While  the  result  of  that  meeting  can  not 
be  foretold,  the  general  impression  among  coal 
men  here  is  that  an  amicable  agreemnt  of  some 
kind  will  be  reached,  and  that  the  mines  will  be 
in  operation  within  a  short  time  thereafter. 

The  present  suspension  lias  not  affected  the 
coal  business  here  a  particle.  There  is  no  increase 
in  demand.  Handlers  of  West  Virginia  coal  re¬ 
port  that  their  orders  have  not  been  increased. 
Prices  have  not  advanced  a  cent,  and  if  any 
difference  is  noted  they  are  not  as  firm  as  they 
were.  It  is  reported  that  coal  is  being  offered  by 
Chicago  and  other  outside  firms  at  ridiculously 
low  prices  without  finding  buyers.  Not  a  local 
firm  but  is  anxious  to  take  on  all  the  orders  that 
are  to  be  had.  Wholesale  business  has  been  more 
depressed  this  week  than  ever.  Everyone  stocked 
up  to  some  extent  during  March  in  anticipation  of 
the  suspension,  and  they  are  not  now  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  coal  whether  the  mines  are  being  operated 
or  not.  The  effect  on  the  April  sales  is  notice¬ 
able. 

Retail  trade  is  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 
Sales  are  up  to  if  not  in  excess  of  normal  for  this 
season  of  the  year.  Collections  are  slow,  however, 
and  the  retailers  are  having  trouble  along  this 
line.  The  first  lake  cargo  of  the  season  cleared 
from  this  port  yesterday  bound  for  the  St.  Clair 
river,  on  the  steamer  “Maud.”  It  was  not  a  large 
consignment  and  was  shipped  by  the  Toledo  Fuel 
Company.  No  extended  business  by  water  is 
looked  for,  for  some  time  to  come. 

Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  N.  Lewis  representing  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Coal  Company,  called  on  the  local  dealers  yester¬ 
day. 

The  trade  received  a  visit  this  week  from  W. 
W.  Tibbals,  of  the  Tibbals  Coal  Company,  of 
River,  Kentucky. 

Joseph  Mitcheltree,  local  manager  of  the  M.  A. 
Hanna  Coal  Company,  returned  today  from  a 
business  trip. 

C.  O.  Mininger.  local  manager  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Company  is  spending  a  week  at  the 
mines  in  southeastern  Ohio.  He  made  a  business 


visit  at  Cleveland  while  en  route.  He  left  yester¬ 
day,  and  will  return  next  week. 

H.  C.  Collins,  of  the  coal  firm  of  Collins,  Hahn 

Dalziel,  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  was  in  the  city  on 
business  today. 

C.  H.  Dunn  was  in  the  city  this  week  trying  to 
interest  customers  in  the  smokeless  product  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Buffalo  Company. 

Bert  Smith,  the  well  known  coal  man,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Bert  D.  Smith  Coal  Company, 
of  Sandusky,  was  a  Toledo  visitor  today. 

Homer  Hood,  head  of  the  Hood  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  was  called  out  of  the  city  on  business  this 
week.  He  will  be  gone  for  several  days. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  representa¬ 
tive,  F.  W.  Neiderlander,  was  looking  after  the 
business  of  the  Cleveland  concern  here  today. 

W.  B.  Gillain  of  Detroit  made  a  friendly  call  at 
the  local  offices  this  week.  Mr.  Gillam  is  manager 
of  sales  department  of  the  Columbia  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  of  that  city. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 

Surplus  Supplies  of  Coal  Are  Being  Ex¬ 
hausted-President  Kolsem  Appoints 
a  Committee, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  9 .—  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)—  Unless  there  is  resumption  of  work 
very  soon  in  the  Indiana  coal  fields,  the  supply 
of  Indiana  coal  will  be  exhausted  within  the 
next  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  Most  of  the  opera¬ 
tors  worked  hard  to  supply  their  contract  holders 
before  April  I,  with  enough  coal  to  last  for 
thirty  days.  They  were  not  able  to  accumulate 
much  surplus  at  the  mines. 

Some  of  the  large  consumers  are  beginning  to 
demand  more  coal.  The  operators  in  Indiana  had 
hoped  that  the  miners  would  live  up  to  the  agree¬ 
ment  made  at  Terre  Haute  two  weeks  ago  to 
remain  at  work  pending  the  settlement  of  a  new 
wage  scale,- but  at  least  half  of  the  field  is  idle 
and  the  outlook  is  that  nearly  all  the  miners  will 
quit  this  week  to  await  the  result  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  at  Toledo  next  Tuesday. 

The  relations  between  the  Indiana  operators 
and  miners  is  harmonious  but  the  latter  want  an 
agreement  for  a  year  before  they  go  to  work. 
Nearly  every  man  is  out  in  the  Linton  district 
and  some  of  the  mines  are  closing  down  in  Sulli¬ 
van  and  Vermillion  counties.  President  Van 
Horn,  of  the  Indiana  miners,  says  that  they  were 
“advised”  to  return  to  work  hut  he  doesn’t  say 
that  any  steps  will  be  taken  to  have  them  comply 
with  their  agreement.  Another  meeting  will  be 
held  at  Terre  Haute  tomorow  in  hopes  of  reach¬ 
ing  an  agreement  under  which  the  miners  will 
return  to  work  pending  a  settlement  by  the  inter¬ 
state  convention. 

There  is  practically  no  coal  market  in  Indiana 
now  so  far  as  the  operators  are  concerned  as 
they  have  about  all  they  can  do  to  keep  their 
regular  customers  supplied.  There  is  a  large 
demand  for  screenings.  The  demand  for  do¬ 
mestic  grades  is  light  and  there  has  been  prac¬ 
tically  no  change  in  the  prices,  retail  or  whole¬ 
sale,  for  the  last  month. 


A  New  Organization. 

President  H.  A.  Kuhn,  of  the  Rail  &  River 
Coal  Company,  also  president  of  the  Pittsburgh- 
Westmoreland  Coal  Company,  announces  that  ef¬ 
fective  April  15,  the  general  offices  of  the  Rail  & 
River  Coal  Company  will  be  removed  from  Bel- 
laire,  Ohio,  to  Pittsburgh,  occupying  offices  ad¬ 
joining  those  of  the  Pittsburgh-Wcstmoreland 
Coal  Company  in  the  Fulton  building.  George 
Pauli  will  be  in  active  charge  of  the  Pittsburgh 
offices  as  manager  of  sales.  Mr.  Pauli  has  been 
connected  with  this  company  for  the  past  five 
years,  during  the  last  two  as  manager  in  charge 
of  the  mines  and  sales.  J.  J.  Roby,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Roby  Coal  Company,  of  Cleveland, 
has  been  engaged  as  manager  of  mines,  with 
headquarters  at  Bellaire,  where  the  operating  de¬ 
partment  will  be  maintained. 

The  Rail  &  River  Coal  Company  owns  31.000 
acres  of  the  Pittsburgh  No.  8  seam  of  coal  in 
Belmont  county,  Ohio,  having  eight  miles  of  front¬ 
age  on  the  Ohio  river.  Its  mines  are  located  on 
the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburgh  division  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Company ;  on  the  main  line  of  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  west  and  on  the  Ohio  river. 
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Louisville  Market. 


Western  Kentucky  Operators  Are  Nego¬ 
tiating  with  Miners— Eastern 
Mines  Are  Closed. 


Louisville,  Ka\,  April  9. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — A  number  of  different  factors  combine  to 
make  the  present  situation  in  the  Kentucky-Ten- 
ncssee  coal  trade  uncertain  and  puzzling.  The 
general  suspension  north  of  the  Ohio  river  has 
not  as  yet  caused  any  noticeable  increase  of  de¬ 
mand,  although  several  eastern  Kentucky  oper¬ 
ators  report  sales  to  Ohio  and  Indiana  points. 
In  the  meantime,  the  operators  and  miners  of  the 
western  Kentucky  district  have  failed  to  make 
the  expected  progress  toward  a  settlement  of  the 
contract  basis  for  the  two  years  following  March 
31  last. 

Operators  and  miners  from  this  district  have 
been  in  session  in  this  city  for  ten  days,  but 
yesterday  their  deliberations  were  interrupted 
when  the  operators  charged  bad  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  miners,  due  to  the  walk-out  at  Graham, 
Ky.,  where  three  hundred  employes  of  the  W.  G. 
Duncan  Coal  Company  laid  down  their  picks, 
and  at  Beach  Creek,  where  about  sixty-five  min¬ 
ers  also  walked  out.  Advices  today  were  to  the 
effect  that  officials  of  the  Mine  Workers  were 
on  the  ground  and  had  arranged  for  a  resump¬ 
tion  at  both  plants.  This  step  is  expected  to 
restore  harmony  and  pave  the  way  for  further 
discussion  of  the  wage  scale. 

A  majority  of  the  mines-  in  the  eastern  Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee  district  have  been  closed  down 
owing  to  lack  of  orders  and  are  looking  for¬ 
ward  eagerly  to  the  probability  of  a  demand 
from  the  northern  states  for  their  product  and 
to  the  possibility  of  a  protracted  shutdown  in 
western  Kentucky,  which  will  also  prove  of  con¬ 
siderable  benefit  to  them.  The  cost  of  produc¬ 
tion  in  the  eastern  Kentucky-Tennessee  field, 
however,  is  somewhat  greater  than  that  of  the 
western  Virginia  and  Ohio  mines,  which  usually 
control  the  northern  market  and  the  mines  are 
under  various  handicaps  in  securing  freight  rates 
to  the  northern  markets.  A  sale  is  reported  of 
twenty-five  cars  of  Straight  Creek  two-inch  lump 
to  an  Indianapolis  dealer  at  $1.90  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

An  encouraging  feature  of  the  situation,  to 
handlers  of  steam  coal,  is  the  fact  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  nut  and  slack  is  becoming  considerably 
stronger.  During  recent  weeks,  mines  producing 
the  high  grade  Jellico  and  eastern  Kentucky  coals 
have  been  receiving  orders  for  April.  May  and 
June  shipment  of  domestic  coals  at  prices  which, 
considering  all  the  circumstances,  may  be  re¬ 
garded  as  highly  favorable.  These  mines,  how¬ 
ever,  have  been  barely  able  to  realize  a  moving 
price  out  of  these  shipments,  owing  to  the  sac¬ 
rifice  of  the  resulting  grades  of  nut  and  slack 
and  steam  coal.  Apparently,  consumption  has 
about  caught  up  with  the  production  of  nut  and 
slack  and  higher  prices  should  soon  be  realized. 

The  local  retail  market  remains  very  quiet, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Illinois  Central  is  re¬ 
stricting  shipments  of  mixed  coal  for  company 
fuel.  The  movement  of  the  resulting  pea  and 
slack  to  Louisville  has  been  discontinued  some¬ 
what  and  will  tend  to  strengthen  the  market  for 
screenings.  The  long  expected  cut  in  the  retail 
price  of  domestic  coal  has  brought  Pittsburg  and 
Jellico  down  to  $3.50  per  load  of  1,800  pounds 
and  dealers  have  even  considered  a  further  re¬ 
duction,  which  will  probably  have  to  take  place, 
barring  a  prolonged  cessation  of  mines  north  of 
the  river. 


Brief  News  Notes. 

The  Hughes  Jellico  Coal  Company,  which  has 
employed  union  labor  for  a  number  of  years,  has 
decided  for  the  open  shop,  and  the  change  is  now 
being  made.  The  mines  of  this  company,  which 
are  located  at  Ely,  are  under  contracts  for  their 
output  to  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Schildt-Buddeke  Coal 
Company  will  hereafter  market  the  domestic  coal 
of  the  Straight  Creek  Co;tl  &  Coke  Company  in 
Louisville.  The  Scanlon  Coal  Company  has 
heretofore  had  this  agency,  but  about  a  year  ago 
began  operating  its  own  mines  in  the  Straight 
Creek  field. 


The  Straight  Creek  Colliery  Company  is  the 
latest  company  organized  to  operate  in  the 
Straight  Creek  field.  This  company  has  been 
organized  by  Bell  county  coal  operators  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $15,000,  and  a  large  acreage  on 
the  left  fork  of  Straight  Creek  will  be  developed. 
It  is  planned  to  begin  work  on  the  plant  in  the 
near  future. 

E.  C.  Mahan  of  Knoxville,  in  charge  of  the 
sales  department  of  the  Southern  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  paid  a  visit  to  Louisville  with  T.  W. 
Barker,  who  represents  the  company  at  Lexing¬ 
ton.  Mr.  Mahan  reports  that  he  is  well  booked 
up  on  domestic  grades  for  shipment  prior  to 
July  1,  but  admits  that  he  meets  with  difficulty 
in  disposing  of  the  resulting  steam  grades. 

The  Kentucky  River  Coal  Coke  Company  is 
building  a  bridge  across  the  Kentucky  river  at 
Heidelberg,  over  which  it  will  run  a  railroad  into 
its  coal  and  timber  lands  on  Sturgeon  creek. 
Judge  A.  E.  Richards,  president  of  the  company, 
has  returned  from  a  trip  to  the  property,  during 
which  he  rode  in  the  cab  of  the  first  engine  that 
crossed  the  bridge.  Judge  Richards  is  president 
of  the  Louisville  &  Atlantic  railroad,  with  which 
the  property  has  a  connection. 

A  recent  decision  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  up¬ 
holds  M.  J.  Moss  and  John  H.  Wilson,  of  Bell 
county,  in  their  claim  to  an  interest  in  4,000 
acres  of  coal  land  on  Four  Mile  creek.  The  land 
originally  belonged  to  Judge  Vincent  Boreing. 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Judge  Moss,  and  it  was  con¬ 
tended  by  the  plaintiffs  that  the  heirs  of  Judge 
Boreing  claimed  sole  interest  in  the  property. 
The  Black  Bear,  Black  Raven  and  Highland 
Rim  mines  are  located  on  the  track,  and  pay  con¬ 
siderable  royalty. 


Detroit  Market. 


Buying  19  Light  and  no  Improvement 
in  Conditions  Is  Immediately 
Ahead. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  April  9. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  is  dull,  weak  and  listless. 
Steam  coal  is  not  in  demand  ;  the  tracks  are  well 
filled  with  coal  of  all  sizes  and  grades  and  the 
users  appear  to  be  well  supplied  with  fuel  for 
present  consumption.  Everybody  is  waiting  on 
the  miners  and  operators,  believing  firmly  that 
the  cessation  of  work  at  the  mines  will  be  of 
short  duration  and  that  the  fear  of  a  shortage 
of  coal  has  passed.  The  future  state  of  the  mar¬ 
ket — that  is,  the  summer  trade — will  depend 
wholly  on  the  business  situation.  If  manufactur¬ 
ing  picks  up  and  the  large  concerns  are  enabled 
to  run  at  full,  or  even  three-quarters,  capacity, 
the  demand  for  coal  will  naturally  increase.  This 
state  of  affairs  naturally  leads  to  the  inference 
that  the  contract  business  will  suffer  and  many 
people  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  contract¬ 
ing  for  their  year’s  supply  will  hold  off  and  buy, 
for  the  present,  at  least,  on  the  open  market. 

The  fact  that  the  vessel  owners  are  not  going 
to  try  to  start  their  coal  boats  up  the  lakes  be¬ 
fore  June  1  will  not  have  much  significance  in 
this  place,  therefore  the  interest  in  the  opening 
of  navigation  at  the  Soo  is  not  great.  The  rea¬ 
son  is  that  very  little  lake  coal  is  received  in 
Detroit,  and,  outside  of  the  waterworks  and  the 
boat  coaling  stations  down  the  river,  there  are 
no  facilities  for  handling  water  coal.  All  the 
big  manufacturing  plants  receive  their  fuel  by 
rail. 

Small  orders  for  anthracite  are  being  received 
daily  by  the  retailers  and  their  left-over  stock  is 
rapidly  diminishing,  so  that,  on  May  1,  when  the 
retail  price  will  be  reduced  from  $7.50  to  $7.00, 
there  will  be  very  little  of  it  left.  Orders  for 
April  shipment  have  started  to  come  in  to  the 
sales  agents  and  the  prospect  of  prompt  deliver¬ 
ies  was  never  better. 

Out  in  the  state,  according  to  reports  of  sales¬ 
men,  dullness  prevails.  The  little  buyers  arc  hold¬ 
ing  off,  preferring  for  the  present  to  buy  on  the 
open  market  at  the  prevailing  low  prices.  There 
is  no  change  in  prices.  It  would  be  more  to  the 
point  to  state  that  there  are  no  prices.  Tn  con¬ 
nection  with  the  lake  business,  it  can  be  said  that 
the  shipments  by  boat  will  probably  be  one  million 


tons  less  than  they  were  last  season,  though  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company,  which  has  an  immense 
dock  at  Duluth,  where  it  can  store  its  coal,  ex¬ 
pects  to  ship  almost  as  much  as  it  shipped  last 
year.  The  total  shipped  last  year  by  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company  was  1,200,000  tons. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  the  local  agent  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company,  has  returned  from  a  week’s  visit 
at  his  old  home  in  Maine. 

The  Detroit  branch  of  the  Fairmont  and  Con¬ 
solidation  Coal  Company  has  been  moved  from 
the  Majestic  building  to  suite  1619-20-21  Ford 
building. 

Jules  G.  Hoffmann,  one  of  the  biggest  private 
coal  shippers  of  this  city  has  appealed  from  the 
judgment  of  the  circuit  court  for  $5,000  in  favor 
of  the  W.  A.  Gosline  Company  of  Toledo.  This 
was  a  case  where  the  defendant  ordered  fifty 
cars  of  West  Virginia  coal  with  the  stipulation 
that  it  be  shipped  within  a  week.  The  contention 
of  the  plaintiff  was  that  it  was  shipped  within 
the  specified  time. 

Arrangements  for  the  convention  of  the  Mich¬ 
igan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association  in  this 
city  are  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  dates  for 
the  meeting  are  June  2,  3. and  4  and  the  head¬ 
quarters  will  be  the  Hotel  Cadillac.  George  T. 
Calvert,  member  of  the  executive  board,  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  R.  E.  Harris,  of  Benton 
Harbor,  Mich.,  secretary  of  the  association,  in¬ 
forming  him  that  it  is  probable  that  plans  for 
having  delegates  visit  the  anthracite  mines  will 
be  perfected.  It  was  thought  at  first  that  the 
program  in  this  city  would  have  to  be  cut  some¬ 
what  in  order  to  allow  the  visitors  to  get  away, 
but  it  is  believed  now  that  that  will  not  be  neces¬ 
sary.  The  second  day  of  the  convention  probably 
will  be  given  over  to  the  Kokoals,  who  will  have 
a  grand  koruskation,  to  be  followed  by  a  ban¬ 
quet.  Many  bright  lights  of  the  coal  trade  have 
been  invited  to  address  the  delegates  and  many 
of  them  have  already  accepted.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  Detroit  is  a  typical  place  for  holding 
summer  sessions,  and  of  the  certainty  of  a 
cordial  reception  and  a  good  time,  it  is  reasonably 
expected  that  the  coming  convention  will  be  the 
largest  and  most  successful  ever  held  by  the 
association. 


The  Commodity  Clause. 


The  coal  trade  is  interested  just  now  in  the 
effort  of  some  of  the  representatives  in  the 
national  congress  to  have  the  commodity 
clause  in  the  Hepburn  amendment  to  the  in¬ 
terstate  act  held  in  abeyance  for  two  years. 

It  has  been  apparent  for  the  last  year  that 
the  railroads  could  not  comply  with  that 
section  of  the  Hepburn  amendment  which 
prohibits  the  carriers  from  transporting  any 
commodity  in  the  production  of  which  they 
are  directly  or  indirectly  interested,  except 
where  such  commodity  is  to  be  used  exclu¬ 
sively  by  the  transportation  company.  The 
government  and  the  railroad  companies,  that 
own  the  coal  lands,  have  virtually  agreed  to  a 
truce  pending  a  test  of  the  constitutionality 
of  this  law,  but  even  should  the  law  prove 
constitutional  the  railroads  would  still  be  un¬ 
able  to  comply  immediately  with  the  provision 
of  the- statute. 

In  order  to  avoid  embarrassment  and  es¬ 
pecially  in  order  to  prevent  the  transporta¬ 
tion  companies  from  losing  large  amounts  of 
money  in  disposing  of  their  coal  properties, 
it  is  now  proposed  that  this  commodity  tariff 
shall  be  held  in  abeyance  for  two  years.  This 
suggestion  was  placed  be’fore  congress  in  the 
form  of  a  resolution  which  has  gone  to  the 
committee  on  commerce.  This  committee  has 
not  reported  the  resolution  out  so  far  and, 
consequently,  it  is  not  before  either  the  house 
or  the  senate  in  an  active  way.  From  what 
can  be  learned  it  seems  that  regardless  of 
some  antagonism  on  the  part  of  the  adminis¬ 
tration  to  any  further  delay  in  this  matter  the 
bill  will  meet  with  favor  both  in  the  committee 
and  on  the  floor  of  the  house  and  senate. 
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Kansas  City  Trade. 


Operators  Present  an  Ultimatum  to  the 
Miners  and  an  Agreement 
is  Delayed. 


Kansas  City,  April  9. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  chances  of  an  early  settlement  of  the 
trouble  between  the  coal  miners  and  the  coal  oper¬ 
ators  in  the  Southwestern  district  were  greatly 
lessened  this  morning  by  the  delivery  to  the  min¬ 
ers’  convention  of  what  practically  amounts  to 
an  ultimatum  from  the  operators.  The  terms  of 
this  ultimatum  are  such  as  appears  to  make  a 
deadlock  inevitable. 

The  operators  call  upon  the  miners  to  abro¬ 
gate  or  rescind  action  taken  by  their  national 
body  relating  to  the  making  of  contracts  and 
also  to  agree  to  the  appointment  of  a  referee, 
who  shall  settle  all  points  of  dispute,  where  the 
miners  and  operators  are  unable  to  agree.  The 
negotiations  between  the  miners  and  operators 
have  not  been  broken  off,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  a  settlement  can  be  reached,  at 
least  for  a  considerable  period.  The  position  of 
the  operators  was  made  known  to  the  miners  in 
this  communication : 

“Owing  to  the  action  taken  by  the  miners  of 
Districts  14,  21  and  25  in  calling  and  putting 
into  effect  the  present  suspension  of  work  at  the 
mines,  the  operators  and  miners  now  find  them¬ 
selves  so  situated  with  reference  to  each  other 
that  there  is  not  only  no  contract  between  them 
since  March  31,  1908,  but  the  relation  of  em¬ 
ployer  and  employee  has  also  been  severed  by 
the  voluntary  act  of  the  miners.  While  this  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  miners  was  to  be  regret¬ 
ted,  it  has  nevertheless  had  the  effect  of  placing 
both  operator  and  miner  in  the  most  desirable 
situation  for  the  negotiation  of  a  new  agreement. 
Both  parties  are  thus  rendered  entirely  inde¬ 
pendent  in  that  without  any  appearance  of  hard¬ 
ship  to  the  other,  each  is  at  perfect  liberty  to 
decline  to  enter  into  any  agreement  which  is  not 
found  to  be  just  and  satisfactory. 

“By  the  action  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  in  their 
international  convention  in  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
on  March  20,  1908,  mining  districts  14,  21  and 
25  are  rendered  powerless  to  negotiate  any  con¬ 
tract  with  the  operators  which  would  remove 
some  of  the  insurmountable  objections  to  the 
present  wage  scale,  or  which  would  extend  for 
a  longer  period  than  one  scale  year.  Under 
no  circumstances  can  the  operators  consent  to 
such  conditions  and  it  seems  best  that  our  posi¬ 
tion  on  this  matter  be  made  plain  at  the  outset. 
We  shall  insist  on  the  removal  of  these  objec¬ 
tionable  features  and  that  the  contract  shall  ex¬ 
tend  for  a  term  of  three  years,  as  soon  as  the 
mining  districts  shall  obtain  the  removal  of  this 
limitation  on  their  power  to  negotiate  with  the 
operators.  It  appears  that  a  suspension  of  work 
is  always  called  at  the  expiration  of  such  con¬ 
tracts  and  to  have  this  happen  once  a  year  would 
impose  such  an  obstacle  to  the  carrying  on  of 
the  business  of  coal  mining  as  to  render  the 
same  impracticable. 

“Under  the  resolutions  as  submitted  the  intol¬ 
erable  objections  to  the  old  contract  are  con¬ 
tinued  in  force  indefinitely,  the  only  possible  way 
to  get  rid  of  them  being  the  agreement  on  a  new 
contract.  The  old  contract  proved  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  miners,  but  extremely  objectionable 
to  the  operators.  Thus  under  the  resolution  of 
the  miners  the  operators  could  be  compelled  to 
go  on  even  to  the  end  of  the  scale  year  or  longer 
by  the  simple  process  of  the  representatives  of 
Districts  14,  21  and  25  refusing  to  agree  to  any 
terms  which  would  be  fair  and  satisfactory  to 
the  operators.  This  the  operators  could  not  be 
reasonably  expected  to  accede  to.  They  must  in¬ 
sist  on  the  right  to  treat  with  the  miners  on  equal 
terms. 

“The  only  remedy  which  this  resolution  would 
leave  to  the  operators  would  be  a  lockout  which 
it  appears  certain  would  be  the  inevitable  conse¬ 
quence.  We  much  prefer  the  voluntary  suspen¬ 
sion  of  work  which  the  districts  have  already  put 
into  effect  to  being  driven  into  the  position  of 
throwing  a  large  number  of  men  out  of  employ¬ 
ment. 

“Present  conditions  appear  to  us  to  be  unusu¬ 
ally  favorable  for  the  negotiation  of  a  fair  and 
just  agreement  and  we  have  every  confidence 


that  if  the  matter  is  gone  at  with  earnestness,  as 
we  assure  you  the  operators  are  willing  to  do, 
a  new  contract  can  be  concluded  before  the  in¬ 
terests  of  other  people  are  seriously  affected  by 
the  suspension  of  work  at  the  mines.” 

The  miners’  resolution  referred  to  in  the  ulti¬ 
matum  was  submitted  yesterday  by  George  M. 
Colville.  The  operators  in  the  joint  conference 
voted  against  it.  The  resolution  follows : 

“Realizing  that  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of 
all  the  people  in  the  southwest  are,  in  a  large 
measure,  dependent  on  coal,  and  that  a  suspen¬ 
sion  of  work  at  this  time  is  a  menace  to  every 
other  industry,  and,  believing  that  the  public  in¬ 
terest  and  welfare  should  be  considered  in  our 
negotiations,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  proposition. 

“First — We  agree  that  the  miners  shall  resume 
work  pending  negotiations,  provided,  either  party 
reserves  the  right  to  suspend  or  break  off  nego¬ 
tiations,  when,  in  their  judgment,  they  decide 
that  their  interests  would  be  best  conserved  by 
such  action. 

“Second — Pending  negotiations,  the  prices  and 
all  conditions  and  rules,  stipulated  in  our  last' 
agreement,  which  expired  March  31,  1908,  shall 
govern  operators  and  miners. 

“Third — All  prices,  affecting  local  grievances 
or  inequalities  changed  by  our  conference,  shall 
be  retroactive,  dating  from  the  time  work  is  re¬ 
sumed.” 

The  operators  in  turn  submitted  a  resolution 
providing  for  the  reopening  of  the  mines  on  ex¬ 
press  conditions  that  the  new  contract  be  for 
three  years  and  that  such  points  as  cannot  be 
agreed  upon  in  the  conference  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  a  referee,  the  referee  to  be  a  non-par¬ 
tisan  man  who  should  be  selected  by  a  United 
States  judge  in  Missouri,  Kansas  or  Oklahoma 
at  the  request  of  the  conference  committee;  the 
action  of  the  referee  to  be  final  and  binding.  The 
miners  voted  against  this  resolution. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  conditions  named 
by  the  operators,  the  miners  would  have  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  matter  to  a  referendum  vote  of  all  of 
the  local  unions.  This  takes  time  and  even  then 
the  proposition  probably  would  be  killed.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  ultimatum  the  miners  proceeded 
to  a  selection  of  a  scale  committee  in  each  dis¬ 
trict,  the  whole  to  form  a  committee  to  treat  with 
the  executive  committee  of  the  operators’  asso¬ 
ciation. 


News  in  Brief. 

“The  Frisco  has  stored  up  630,000  tons  of  coal 
and  now  they  will  have  to  distribute  this  coal 
over  the  system,  necessitating  a  double  haulage 
and  great  inconvenience,”  said  one  of  the  officials 
of  the  road  today.  “With  this  happening  regu¬ 
larly  every  two  years  it  is  no  wonder  that  rail¬ 
roads  are  making  their  engines  into  oil  burners. 
The  Frisco  has  entered  into  a  contract  with  a 
big  oil  concern  in  Oklahoma  to  begin  May  1, 
1908,  and  will  have  forty-six  engines  in  oil 
burners  and  forty-six  of  the  same  thing  on  the 
Rock  Island  route.  This  will  relieve  the  coal 
situation  that  far  at  least  with  those  roads.” 

The  suspension  of  the  mines  of  the  big  coal 
companies  of  the  district  which  are  in  the  Oper¬ 
ators’  Association  is  causing  a  harvest  for  the 
independent  and  smaller  operators,  who  are  out 
of  the  association.  Prices,  however,  are  remain¬ 
ing  firm  with  the  market  not  as  active  as  might 
be  expected  under  the  condition.  __ 


Dominion  Coal  Company. 

Montreal,  April  9. — The  Dominion  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  started  shipments  to  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  route  this  season  many  weeks  earlier 
than  in  any  previous  year.  The  company,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  success  it  has  had  in  mining  coal 
during  the  winter,  expects  to  show  a  total  out¬ 
put  of  over  4,000,000  for  1908. 


Fleet  of  Steamers. 

Sydney,  C.  B.,  April  9. — The  largest  fleet  that 
has  ever  been  employed  in  the  coal  carrying  trade 
of  Cape  Breton  island  has  been  contracted  for  by 
the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  and  the  first  steamer 
is  expected  to  leave  here  within  a  few  days  for 
the  St.  Lawrence.  Sixteen  steamers  will  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  company’s  business.  The  fleet  repre¬ 
sents  a  total  tonnage  of  66,500. 


Minneapolis  Market. 

Belated  Arrivals  of  Illinois  Coal  Are 
Disposed  of  at  a  Slight 
Sacrifice. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  April  9.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Market  conditions  in  the  northwest 
show  very  little  change  from  last  week  and  no 
effect  of  the  strike  is  felt  yet.  Considerable  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Indiana  coal,  which  left  the  mine  the 
latter  part  of  March,  is  beginning  to  arrive  in 
this  territory  and  spot  coal  in  the  Twin  Cities 
is  therefore  comparatively  cheap  in  price.  Some 
coal  nearly  up  to  demurrage  the  present  week 
has  been  sold  at  less  figures  than  during  last 
week,  but  this  product  will  be  out  of  the  way 
within  a  short  time.  Buying  demand  is  limited 
almost  wholly  to  the  larger  steam  plants;  dealers 
are  not  purchasing  much  coal  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  have  some  stocks  left  over.  They  wish 
to  clean  up  the  surplus  before  the  assessor  comes 
around,  in  order  that  their  taxes  may  be  as  light 
as  possible.  Line-yard  companies  generally  take 
inventories  of  coal  before  June  1,  and  they  al¬ 
ways  reduce  their  stocks  at  this  time  taking  in 
only  a  normal  tonnage  of  anthracite  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  discount. 

Most  of  the  dock  companies  continue  to  com¬ 
plain  of  the  slow  business  in  soft  coal,  and 
nearly  all  the  representatives  of  rail  companies 
are  confining  their  immediate  endeavors  to  clean¬ 
ing  up  any  surplus  coal  in  transit. 

Should  the  suspension  continue  for  the  next 
sixty  days  it  would  have  very  little  immediate 
effect  on  the  market  north  of  the  southern 
Minnesota  line.  There  is  ample  coal  everywhere 
and  only  the  occasional  steam  plant  that  has  not 
guarded  against  this  emergency  would  be  in  the 
market,  the  aggregate  of  this  tonnage  compara¬ 
tively  being  very  small. 

Fine  coals  including  dock  and  mine  screenings 
are  in  very  active  demand.  Only  one  dock  com¬ 
pany  has  any  large  amount  of  screenings  and 
these  are  being  marketed  to  the  best  possible  ad¬ 
vantage.  None  of  the  Illinois  mining  companies 
has  anything  to  offer  in  fine  coals,  the  conse¬ 
quence  being  that  nut  coal  is  being  bought  largely 
to  take  the  place  of  these  sizes. 

Southern  Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut  is  quoted 
at  $1.50  to  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Other  coals 
from  the  fields  where  the  suspension  is  in  effect 
are  not  quoted  except  for  a  spot  car  now  and 
then,  with  prices  on  such  coal  variable. 

Dock  prices  hold  to  the  same  basis  as  formerly 
on  all  grades  of  bituminous  coals.  Dock  stocks 
on  April  1,  were  reported  as  unusually  large 
aggregating  1,800,000  tons  of  soft  coal  at  docks 
on  Lake  Superior  and  750,000  tons  on  docks  on 
Lake  Michigan.  With  the  reduced  tonnage  going 
into  locomotive  use  this  is  a  large  amount  of  coal 
to  have  on  hand  on  that  date  and  some  of  the 
dock  interests,  at  least,  are  anxious  to  dispose  of 
the  old  coal  in  order  to  make  room  for  new 
product  when  it  shall  come  forward. 

Anthracite  demand  is  active,  most  of  the  re¬ 
tailers  in  the  larger  centers  of  population  booking 
a  large  number  of  orders  for  April  delivery,  con¬ 
sumers  being  desirous  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  present  discount.  Some  of  the  docks  are 
well  sold  up  on  anthracite  and  are  moving  coal 
all-rail  from  the  collieries  to  the  Twin  Cities  to 
take  care  of  the  demand.  This  movement  will 
not  continue  very  long,  as  with  the  opening  of 
navigation  it  will  be  diverted  back  to  its  normal 
channels  again. 


Personal  Mention. 

E.  M.  Platt  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Chicago,  was  in  Minneapolis  this  week  on 
a  business  trip.  , 

The  Minneapolis-Western  Coal  Company,  Min¬ 
neapolis,  has  purchased  the  yard  and  equipment 
of  Isaac  Northfield,  a  dealer  in  the  northeast  part 
of  the  city  and  will  operate  this  yard  in  the 
future. 

Paul  Johnson,  for  several  years  manager  of 
the  Hunter  W.  Finch  Coal  Company,  with  offices 
in  Minneapolis,  has  become  identified  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Supply  Company,  with 
offices  at  No.  1033  Security  Bank  building,  Minne¬ 
apolis,  as  northwest  sales  agent.  O.  A.  Bird  of 
the  Milwaukee  office  of  this  company  was  in 
Minneapolis  the  latter  part  of  last  week  in  con¬ 
ference  with  Mr.  Johnson. 


No.  15] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


23 


Denver  Market. 


The  Mines  are  Demanding  a  Twenty 
Percent  Increase  in  the 
Mining  Scale. 


Denver,  Colo.,  April  9. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — It  is  a  week  now  since  the  shutdown  in 
the  east  and  Colorado  operators  would  not 
know  there  was  a  suspension  back  there  if  it 
were  not  for  the  daily  papers.  The  operators 
so  far  have  received  no  increased  orders  from 
that  district.  In  fact  it  will  take  at  least  a 
ninety-day  shut-down  in  the  east  to  make  much 
of  a  demand  for  Colorado  coal  in  that  terri¬ 
tory. 

Colorado  lignite  miners  have  presented  their 
demands  to  the  operators.  To  say  they  are 
inconsistent  is  putting  it  mildly.  They  want 
an  increase  of  about  twenty  percent  over  last 
year’s  scale,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  re¬ 
duction  of  twenty  per  cent  would  be  more 
equitable.  If  the  northern  operators  had  back¬ 
bone  enough  to  stand  together  they  could  get 
anything  they  want  this  year.  It  will  be  a  long 
time  before  they  have  a  more  favorable  op¬ 
portunity.  It  is  too  early  in  the  game  to  pre¬ 
dict  the  actual  outcome. 

In  the  Canon  City  district  times  are  improv¬ 
ing.  The  Chandler  mine  of  the  Victor  Fuel 
Company  has  resumed  work,  after  a  shut¬ 
down  of  several  months.  It  is  said  orders  for 
590  cars  of  Chandler  have  been  booked  for 
storage  shipment.  The  Empire  Zinc  Company 
and  the  United  States  Smelting  &  Refining 
Company  have  opened  their  plants  after  a  two 
months’  shut  down.  This  means  quite  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  consumption  of  coal  locally. 

In  the  Walsenburg  district  the  mines  that 
produce  the  best  grade  of  domestic  coal  will 
probably  ship  out  a  small  tonnage  this  month, 
but  nowhere  near  what  they  did  last  year. 
The  D.  &  R.  G.  and  a  few  other  roads  will 
take  a  small  tonnage  for  engine  use. 

Tn  the  Trinidad  district,  where  most  of  the 
steam  coal  is  produced,  April  shipments  will 
be  very  light.  The  railroads,  _  mines  and 
smelters  are  only  taking  their  minimum  ton¬ 
nage. 

The  mines  on  the  western  slope  are  not 
averaging  two  days  a  week  as  is  true  of  the 
lignite  mines  at  Colorado  Springs  and  north 
of  Denver. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  operators 
to  draw  up  a  counter  proposition  to  present  to 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  locals  of 
northern  Colorado  will  submit  the  papers  to 
the  operators  on  Tuesday,  and  if  acceptable  it 
will  then  be  oresented  to  the  miners, _  who  un¬ 
doubtedly  will  turn  it  down.  The  miners  will 
probably  stay  at  work  until  that  time.  It 
will  probably  take  two  or  three  weeks  more  to 
get  an  agreement  and  it  is  not  without  the 
bounds  of  reason  to  expect  a  strike.  This 
would  probably  result  disastrously  to  the 
miners,  which  would  be  something  new  for 
them,  as  they  have,  in  former  years,  prac¬ 
tically  obtained  everything  for  which  they 
asked. 


Personal  Mention. 

J.  B.  Bowler,  president  of  The  Union  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  of  Denver,  is  again  at  his 
office,  after  a  six  weeks’  well-earned  vacation. 

J.  B.  Bowen,  president  of  The  Union  Coal 
Company,  of  Denver,  has  been  in  Oklahoma 
City  for  two  months,  looking  after  his  large 
coal  interests  at  that  end. 

R.  W.  McGinnis,  president  of  The  Consoli¬ 
dated  Fuel  Company,  of  Fremont,  Neb.,  spent 
a  couple  of  days  in  Denver  and  Pueblo  last 
week  on  his  way  to  California. 

Pope  Clark,  auditor  of  The  Victor  Fuel 
Company,  died  in  Denver  last  Saturday  of 
Bright’s  disease.  He  was  an  exceptionally 
able  man  and  well  liked  by  every  one  and  the 
coal  trade  especially  mourn  his  death.  His 
successor  has  not  been  appointed. 

H.  Van  Mater,  president  of  The  Green 
Canon  Coal  Company,  The  Parkdale  Fuel 
Company  and  The  National  Fuel  Company, 
left  on  last  Thursday  for  a  two  months’  trip 


to  Europe.  Mrs.  Van  Mater,  having  been  there 
for  the  last  two  months,  will  meet  him  in 
Paris. 

Messrs.  Curtis  and  Aitken,  of  the  Curtis  Coal 
Mining  Company,  and  The  Pike’s  Peak  Fuel 
Company,  of  Colorado  Springs,  have  been  in 
Denver  the  last  week  watching  closely  the 
developments  of  negotiations  between  the 
northern  Colorado  operators  and  miners.  They 
went  through  a  strike  at  their  Colorado 
Springs  mines  a  few  months  ago  and  beat  the 
miners’  organization  hands  down. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Operators  Believe  Conditions  Are  Im¬ 
proving  and  that  the  Demand 
#  Is  Growing. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  April  9. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — An  optimistic  note  is  heard  among 
the  coal  operators.  Conditions  have  so  far  im¬ 
proved  and  give  so  much  promise  for  the  future 
as  to  make  the  situation  in  the  southeast  take  on 
a  more  encouraging  aspect. 

The  operators  through  their  field  representa¬ 
tives  have  been  working  the  field  hard  and  the 
net  results,  thus  far,  are  better  than  were  ex¬ 
pected.  One  coal  operator  of  Knoxville  regard¬ 
ing  the  situation  said  that  he  had  sold  the  out¬ 
put  of  one  mine  till  September  and  another 
until  July  1.  All  the  operators  claim  that  the  sit¬ 
uation  is  improving  both  with  regard  to  steam  and 
domestic  coal.  Prices  are  steady.  It  is  expected 
by  the  coal  operators  of  Knoxville  that  the  re¬ 
tailers,  who  are  to  meet  here  next  week,  will 
place  many  orders.  There  is  a  feeling  that  the 
retailers  have  been  holding  off  till  the  opportune 
time  that  is  afforded  by  the  convention,  to  confer 
with  fellow  dealers  about  the  situation,  meet  the 
operators  and  drive  the  best  possible  bargains. 
The  retailers  are  to  be  the  guests  of  the  opera¬ 
tors  at  Knoxville  and  there  is  a  purpose  to  tie 
the  bonds  tighter  between  the  retailers  of  the 
south  and  the  Kentucky-Tennessee  coal  operators. 

The  situation,  during  the  last  few  years,  has 
been  a  trying  one  on  the  ties  that  bind  the  opera¬ 
tor  and  the  dealer.  It  has  grown  out  of  the  car 
shortage  situation  and  out  of  diverse  reports  of 
railroad  officials  and  coal  operators  as  to  the 
actual  car  supply  on  hand.  Unquestionably  there 
have  been  unwarranted  and  misleading  reports 
from  the  railroads,  even  personal  and  slanderous 
reports  concerning  the  operators.  It  has  been  a 
difficult  matter  to  meet  these  conditions  and  main¬ 
tain  the  good  feeling  and  confidence  which  should 
exist  between  the  operator  and  the  retail  dealers 
and  the  large  consumers.  The  coming  meeting 
is  designed  to  get  operators  and  dealers  closer 
together,  to  get  a  full  and  frank  understanding 
and  to  so  develop  mutual  relations  as  that  it  may 
be  profitable  to  each. 

With  regard  to  the  steam  trade,  the  operators 
believe  that  the  demand  is  not  as  full  at  this  time 
as  it  would  be  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  last 
summer  and  fall  some  of  the  largest  consumers 
bought  large  quantities  of  coal  and  stocked  up 
fearing  that  there  would  be  a  car  shortage,  as 
usual  during  the  winter.  Some  of  the  mills, 
which  thus  bought  largely,  came  to  the  point  of 
reducing  the  output  to  some  extent  and  thus  the 
coal  that  was  stocked  up  has  been  lasting  a  good 
while.  The  mill  men  are  also  waiting  till  the 
last  minute  to  place  further  orders..  With  the 
stocked  coal  cleared  out  and  conditions  settled 
down  to  the  normal  trade  demands  of  the  present 
time,  the  market  will  be  more  active.  This 
change  is  taking  place. 


Uniform  Contract. 

Dayton,  Ohio,  April  9. — The  Iron  Buyers’ 
Association,  represented  by  twenty-five  mem¬ 
bers  from  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  met 
here  today  to  consider  trade  matters.  The 
association  adopted  a  uniform  contract  sys¬ 
tem  in  the  buying  of  coal  in  certain  grades 
and  quality.  The  system  pertained  to  the 
time  of  shipments,  etc.  The  traffic  commit¬ 
tee  made  a  report  on  the  reduction  of  rates  on 
pig  iron,  but  no  formal  action  was  taken, 
other  than  giving  the  committee  further  time 
to  accomplish  this  desired  result.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  possible  to  obtain  the  proposed  reduc¬ 
tion. 


Cleveland  Trade. 


Consumers  Have  a  Thirty  Days’  Supply 
and  Mines  Are  Not  Anxious 
to  Resume. 


Cleveland.  Ohio,  April  9. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  trade  here  expects  little  no¬ 
ticeable  change  in  the  local  or  general  situations 
until  May  1.  It  is  conservatively  estimated  that 
there  is  an  average  stock  of  thirty  days  on  hand 
among  buyers.  Some  ventured  as  far  as  sixty 
days  in  their  purchases,  but  the  feeling  predomi¬ 
nated  here  that  the  suspension  of  production 
would  not  last  longer  than  April  30.  Some  oper¬ 
ators  believe  now  that  matters  will  be  adjusted 
before  that  date. 

With  contracts  in  abeyance  and  little  demand 
for  coal  there  is  little  upon  which  to  line  up  a 
market.  Prices  are  firm  on  limited  selling.  The 
scarcity  of  slack  continues  and  the  consumption 
of  mine-run  is  about  the  same  as  last  week. 
Railroads  have  enough  stocked  up  to  last  well 
into  the  summer  in  the  event  that  mines  are 
opened  again  by  May  1. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  the  event  of  resumption 
in  the  next  three  weeks  few  mines  will  be  run 
at  more  than  fift’en  per  cent  of  capacity.  It  is  not 
seen  where  there  is  demand  to  justify  any  activ¬ 
ity  beyond  that,  or  where  there  is  in  prospect  a 
source  that  will  help  out  that  demand  before 
June  1. 


The  Lake  Situation. 

Attention  is  now  directed  to  considerable  ex¬ 
tent  to  lake  navigation,  especially  to  a  meeting 
of  the  Lake  Carriers’  Association  to  be  held  here 
tomorrow.  It  is  believed  that  at  this  session  the 
vessel  owners  will  declare  for  the  “open  shop.” 
This,  it  said,  will  result  in  a  conflict  that  will 
tend  to  delay  opening  of  navigation  even  later 
than  has  been  anticipated.  All  of  the  big  fleets 
will  be  represented  at  the  meeting.  If  owners 
and  managers  of  other  ports  feel  as  local  vessel- 
men  do  the  open  shop  plan  will  surely  go 
through. 

The  vesselmen  here  say  they  do  not  want  any 
change  in  wages  and  that  they  are  willing  to  pay 
the  schedules  that  were  adopted  last  spring. 
Agreements  as  to  duties  of  men  aboard  ships  is 
what  they  want  to  get  away  from,  rather  than 
from  recognizing  labor  unions.  It  appears  that 
the  open  shop  declaration  now  forthcoming  will 
do  away  with  a  controversy  between  the  biggest 
steamship  interest  and  independent  vesselmen. 
Notice  was  given  that  any  effort  to  start  boats 
before  June  1  would  mean  a  sixty-cent  rate  on 
ore  from  the  head  of  the  lakes.  The  boats  may 
remain  tied  to  the  docks,  however,  through  the 
strike  now  imminent  until  even  longer  than  June 
].  No  action  has  been  taken  by  independent 
owners  regarding  the  sixty-cent  notice  in  the 
mix-up  over  labor  matters. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  M.  A.  Hanna  Company  has  loaded  the 
Goodyear  and  the  R.  S.  Warner  at  Ashtabula 
with  cargoes  of  7,000  and  4,300  tons  each. 

The  William  P.  Snyder  steamed  out  of  Cleve¬ 
land  harbor,  bound  for  Ecorse  Monday.  It  was 
the  first  coal  cargo  out  of  this  port  this  season. 
She  had  aboard  a  cargo  for  a  Lake  Superior 
port,  but  will  remain  at  Ecorse  until  the  owners 
are  ready  to  send  her  to  her  ultimate  destination. 
The  steamer  Wilpen  will  be  brought  here  from 
Detroit  as  soon  as  the  Snyder  gets  to  Ecorse. 
The  Wilpen  will  also  take  on  a  cargo  of  coal. 

A.  F.  Holden,  president  of  the  United  States 
Coal  &  Oil  Company,  has  asked  common  pleas 
court  to  grant  him  a  perpetual  injunction  re¬ 
straining  the  city  from  occupying  part  of  his 
land  in  Glenville,  along  the  Lake  Shore  tracks. 
He  wants  to  force  the  city  to  show  its  interest. 

The  Cleveland  Electric  Illuminating  Company 
has  just  closed  a  deal  for  the  purchase  of  the 
old  Burton-Beidler-Phillips  coal  yard  along  the 
Pennsylvania  tracks  in  this  city.  The  yard  has 
been  used  by  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  Coal 
Company  since  the  Burton-Beidler-Phillips  Com¬ 
pany  went  out  of  the  retail  business  over  a  year 
ago.  It  is  understood  that  the  yard,  400x230x175 
feet,  brought  $40,000.  The  illuminating  company 
will  use  it  for  storage  and  stables. 
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New  York  Trade. 

Anthracite  Movement  Heavy  Following 
April  Reduction — Trade  in  Bitum¬ 
inous  Is  Quiet. 

Office  of  the  Black  Diamond. 

New  York,  April  9. 

The  anthracite  trade  is  fairly  active  since  the 
April  circular  went  into  effect.  While  the  com¬ 
panies  have  enough  orders  on  hand  to  keep  their 
operations  busy  throughout  this  month,  and 
possibly  throughout  May,  they  look  for  a  dull 
period  following  May,  and  it  is  then  that  they  will 
take  advantage  of  the  lack  of  demand  to  replenish 
their  stocks  in  anticipation  of  labor  troubles  next 
spring.  Just  now,  all  sizes  of  anthracite  are 
moving  fairly  well,  egg  and  chestnut  of  the  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  being  in  best  demand.  There  is  a 
heavy  movement  of  coal  to  New  England  ports  by- 
water,  while  there  is  a  heavy  all  rail  trade  to  all 
points  reached  in  that  way.  < 

In  New  York  City,  and  throughout  the  east,  the 
retailers  are  taking  advantage  of  the  fifty  cents 
reduction  this  month  to  stock  coal.  Last  week, 
there  were  several  days  of  cold  weather,  which 
gave  a  little  snap  to  retail  trade,  and  there  was 
some  urgency  to  get  deliveries  forward  promptly. 
This  week  there  is  less  urgency,  but  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  buyer  is  to  get  as  much  April  coal  in 
his  pockets  as  possible. 

New  England  trade,  since  April  1,  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  there  is  a  good  movement  of 
coal  to  New  England  points  both  by  tide  and 
rail.  All  rail  trade  are  in  some  instances,  asking 
for  small  cars,  but  up  to  the  moment  there  has 
been  no  scarcity  of  equipment  of  any  kind.  Lake 
trade  has  not  opened  up  yet,  so  that  most  of  the 
coal  that  is  being  produced  is  being  placed  in  the 
east.  As  long  as  the  companies  can  find  a  sale 
for  their  coal,  as  is  the  case  during  the  spring 
months,  they  do  not  see  the  use  in  putting 
it  in  storage  at  the  western  lake  points,  and 
it  is  not  until  the  active  demand  from  the 
eastern  territory  is  appeased  that  they  turn  their 
attention  to  the  lake  business.  Occasionally  it  is 
the  case  that  if  there  is  a  surplus  of  coal,  for 
which  there  is  no  suitable  place,  recourse  to  lake 
boats  may  be  had.  At  present  there  are  some 
stocks  of  coal  still  at  the  western  lake  ports, 
from  which  sales  are  being  made,  and  to  some 
western  points,  all  rail  coal  is  being  sent  forward 
as  the  demand  may  necessitate. 

The  anthracite  shipments  for  March  were 
heavier  than  was  anticipated.  Inasmuch  as  both 
the  Reading  and  the  Lehigh  Valley  companies 
worked  on  very  short  time,  it  was  believed  that 
the  aggregate  production  for  the  month  would 
show  a  heavy  falling  off  as  compared  with  March, 
1907,  tonnage.  However  the  March  figures,  given 
out  this  week,  show  that  during  the  month, 
4,766,158  tons  were  produced,  as  conipared  with 
5,235,814  tons  in  March,  1907,  or  a  decrease  of 
only  469,656  tons.  The  Lehigh  Valley  showed  the 
heaviest  decrease,  falling  some  235,000  tons  short 
of  its  March  production  of  a  year  ago.  The 
Reading  showed  a  decrease  of  91,562  tons ;  the 
Central  of  New  Jersey  115,137 ;  the  Lackawanna 
109,187;  the  Pennsylvania  about  20,000;  while  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  increased  its  tonnage  81,708; 
the  Erie  13,000,  while  the  Ontario  *3i  Western  got 
out  just  the  same  tonnage  as  last  year.  During 
the  dull  period  this  summer,  it  is  predicted  that 
companies  will  add  at  least  six  million  tons  to 
their  stocks  to  provide  against  a  famine  should 
they  have  trouble  with  the  miners  next  April. 

In  the  steam  sizes,  there  is  a  shortage  of  both 
pea  and  No.  2  buckwheat,  and  most  of  the  com¬ 
panies  do  not  care  to  take  any  more  contracts 
for  these  sizes.  There  is  practically  no  surplus 
of  any  of  the  steam  sizes,  and  while,  for  spot  use, 
these  coals  are  not  in  such  great  demand,  users 
are  very  anxious  about  making  contracts  for 
them,  as  they  realize  that  should  there  be  a  dull 
season  of  mining  this  summer,  the  supply  is 
likely  to  run  short. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

The  soft  coal  trade  is  very  quiet  for  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  some  contracts  are  still 
slow  in  closing  up.  One  hears  every  week  of 
more  contracts  being  closed,  but  there  are  still 
many  large  coal  consumers  who  are  hanging  back. 


The  strike  or  suspension  of  mining  in  a  few 
districts  has  had  no  effect  on  the  Atlantic  sea¬ 
board  trade,  and  prices  on  spot  coal  are  perhaps 
weaker  than  they  have  been  in  several  weeks. 
Those  producers  who  are  shipping  on  contract 
are  not  having  any  trouble  in  getting  out  all  the 
coal  that  they  need,  even  in  those  Pennsylvania 
districts  which  are  supposed  to  be  affected  by  a 
suspension.  From  the  West  Virginia  fields,  there 
is  a  fair  tonnage  going  to  tide  while  the  Mary¬ 
land  and  Pennsylvania  fields,  with  the  exception 
of  the  western  section  of  Pennsylvania,  are 
getting  out  about  as  much  coal  as  is  demanded. 

As  noted  last  week,  those  contracts  which  have 
already  been  closed  up  are  somewhat  backward 
about  giving  their  first  shipping  orders.  This  is 
contrary  to  custom.  Very  little  improvement  is 
noted  in  the  industrial  situation,  and  there  is,  in 
consequence,  a  lack  of  life  in  the  coal  trade.  The 
New  England  consumers  are  said  t<t  be  closing 
contracts,  but  there  is  no  urgent  demand  from 
this  territory  for  coal.  The  stocks,  purchased 
during  the  winter  months,  seem  to  be  lasting 
these  consumers  remarkably  well,  and  those  who 
have,  all  along,  been  anticipating  a  sudden  and 
urgent  demand  from  New  England  points  for 
coal  have  so  far  been  disappointed.  Some  coal 
is  now  going  forward  by  tide  to  the  far  east 
ports,  but  the  tonnage  is  very  small.  Along  the 
Sound,  trade  is  fairly  active,  with  the  better 
grades  in  most  demand. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  very  dull,  and  some 
cargoes  of  coal  are  offered  as  low  as  $2.35  and 
$2.40.  However,  there  are  no  heavy  accumula¬ 
tions  of  coal  at  the  ports,  and  there  is  apparently 
no  danger  of  the  glut  of  winter  months  being 
repeated.  Good  grades  of  steam  coal  are  offered 
from  $2.45  up  to  $2.65,  with  higher  grades  selling 
up  to  $3.25.  Harbor  boats  are  plentiful,  and 
rates  are  around  17  to  20  cents. 

The  vessel  market  shows  no  change  since 
our  last  report.  Prices  are  still  too  low  to  tempt 
the  small  boats  out,  so  that  there  are  more 
vessels  of  large  tonnage  offering  than  there  are 
cargoes.  Prevailing  rates  of  freight  are :  from 
Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 
60  to  65  cents;  Newburyport  and  Bath,  70  to  75 
cents ;  Portsmouth,  65  to  70  cents ;  Saco  $1  to 
$1.05 ;  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  75  to  80  cents ;  to 
Sound  ports,  55  to  60  cents.  From  New  York 
harbor  around  the  cape,  60  cents;  to  Sound  points, 
45  to  55  cents. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  April  9. — ( Special  correspondence.)  — 
As  expected  the  anthracite  market  shows  a 
marked  resumption  of  activity  following  the  April 
reduction.  A  large  number  of  line  orders  have 
been  received  by  the  sales  agents,  and  although 
these  are  not  so  large  as  last  season,  there  is 
every  indication  that  April  business  will  be  com¬ 
paratively  heavy.  Moderate  weather  for  the  last 
weeks  of  the  old  season  contributed  to  a  weaker 
market  than  usual.  There  is  a  feeling  that  with 
the  filling  of  April  orders  there  will  be  a  shorten¬ 
ing  of  demand  and  that  the  season  as  a  whole 
will  lack  much  of  coming  up  to  the  normal  trade. 

Indications  for  heavy  lake  shipments  are  not 
as  favorable  as  was  thought.  There  is  not  the 
usual  inquiry  from  the  upper  lake  ports  and 
shippers  are  not  inclined  to  give  the  liberal  terms 
which  the  condition  of  the  industrial  world  en¬ 
courages.  It  looks  as  if  a  nearly  cash  basis  of 
trade  would  be "  maintained  this  season.  It  is 
only  a  condition,  however,  toward  which  shippers 
have  been  tending  for  two  or  three  years.  The 
idea  is  that  a  small  amount  of  business  conducted 
on  short  time  accounts  or  cash,  is  better  by  far 
than  unlimited  credit  with  a  good  chance  of  los¬ 
ing  a  percentage  in  bad  bills. 

Although  loading  started  early,  there  has  been 
comparatively  little  tonnage  put  into  hulls  thus 
far.  Thirty  thousand  tons,  it  is  claimed,  will 
cover  the  amount  of  coal  afloat  today.  There  is 
plenty  of  coal  available,  but  nobody  appears 
anxious  to  begin  the  season’s  operations.  It  was 
said  today  that  it  was  not  likely  that  any  coal 
cargoes  would  be  started  for  upper  lake  ports 
before  the  twentieth  of  the  month,  and  that  it  was 
more  likely  to  be  after  that  date.  There  is  a 
good  supply  of  storage  coal  and  there  will  be  no 
trouble  in  filling  orders,  even  after  the  lake  trade 
is  under  way.  In  the  local  market  there  has  been 
more  activity  than  was  to  be  expected,  with  mild 


temperature  prevailing.  Many  consumers  are 
prompt  to  take  advantage  of  the  April  rebate  and 
fill  their  bins  for  next  winter’s  use. 

Bituminous  Market. 

Dullness  prevails  in  the  bituminous  market. 
In  anticipation  of  trouble  buying  on  the  part  of 
large  consumers  of  bituminous  was  heavy  and  the 
greater  part  of  this  trade  is  supplied  for  some 
time  to  come.  Reports  from  Rochester  are  that 
there  is  a  larger  amount  of  coal  in  store  in  that 
city  than  at  any  previous  time.  When  it  was 
rumored  that  possible  trouble  with  the  miners 
was  indicated,  steps  were  at  once  taken  to  obtain 
every  ton  of  coal  possible.  It  was  felt  that  should 
a  strike  be  inaugurated  it  was  impossible  to  pre¬ 
dict  how  long  it  would  last  and  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  lay  in  a  stock  that  would  •  carry 
through  any  season  of  mine  inactivity  which 
might  develop.  In  some  cases,  notably  the  Rail¬ 
way  •&  Light  Company,  the  stock  was  increased 
to  something  like  three  times  the  usual  amount. 
This  includes  both  steam  and  gas  coal.  The 
greater  part  of  this  coal  comes  from  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  district.  Should  the  miners  of  that  dis¬ 
trict  fail  to  go  to  work  the  operators  in  the  Al¬ 
legheny  Valley  will  doubtless  profit  by  the  agree¬ 
ment  with  their  men  reached  last  week. 


Some  Personal  Notes. 

A.  Y.  Malcolmson,  a  well-known  coal  dealer  of 
Detroit,  has  been  a  caller  on  Buffalo  acquaint¬ 
ances  this  week. 

W.  F.  Pardee,  general  manager  of  the  Crescent 
Fuel  Company,  of  Toledo,  was  here  this  week, 
renewing  old  acquaintances  and  looking  into  trade 
conditions.  1  , 

Clark  T.  Roberts,  Chicago  representative  of  E. 
L.  Hedstrom  &  Company,  has  been  in  Buffalo 
for  the  past  few  days,  visiting  relatives  and 
friends. 


March  Anthracite  Output. 


The  total  anthracite  coal  production  in 
March  was  4,766,158  tons  as  compared  with 
5,235,814  tons  in  March  of  1907,  a  decrease  of 
469,656  tons.  The  production  of  anthracite 
coal  for  three  months  was  14,888,253  tons  as 
compared  with  15,049,480  tons  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1907;  a  decrease  of  161,227  tons. 

The  anthracite  coal  shipments  by  companies 
for  March  and  for  the  first  quarter  of  1908 
compares  with  last  year  as  follows: 


March — 

P.  &  R . 

1908. 

800,712 

096,923 

535,450 

783,278 

630,974 

467,590 

618,765 

232,466 

1907. 

892,274 

932,060 

650,673 

892,465 

539,266 

490,941 

605,560 

232,575 

Inc. 

Dec. 

91,562 

235,137 

115,223 

109,187 

Lehigh  Valley  . . 

C.  R.  R.  of  N.  T. 

D.  L.  &  W . 

D.  &  H . 

91,708 

23,351 

13,205 

Ont.  &  West _ 

109 

Total  . 

4,766,158 

5,235,814 

469,656 

Year  to  date — ■ 

1908. 

1907. 

Inc. 

Dec. 

P.  &  R . 

2,734,146 

2,890,393 

156,247 

Lehigh  Valley  .  . 

2.400,503 

2,587,830 

187,327 

C.  R.  R.  of  N.  1. 

1.859,752 

1,888,592 

28,840 

D.  1..  &  W . 

.  2,356,281 

2,515,496 

159,215 

D.  &  H . 

1,702,599 

1,508,319 

104,280 

1,428,594 

1,402,590 

26,004 

1,732^719 

1, 595*778 

136^941 

Ont.  &  West. . .  . 

673,659 

660^483 

13,176 

Total  . 

14,888,253 

15,094,480 

161,227 

Stocks  at  Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  April  9. — Ten  thousand  cars, 
stocked  with  an  aggregate  of  13,000,000  bushels,  or 
500,000  tons,  of  soft  coal  are  standing  on  side 
tracks  in  what  is  known  as  the  Pittsburgh  coal 
district,  which  comprises  the  entire  southwestern 
portion  of  Pennsylvania.  This  is  in  addition  to 
scores  of  train  loads  of  coal  which  have  been  sent 
east  and  west  in  the  past  two  weeks,  and  form 
but  part  of  the  defense  which  railroads  and 
operators  have  against  the  coal  mine  suspension 
embracing  perhaps  45,000  coal  miners. 

The  railroads  have  stored  a  part  of  this  coal, 
but  the  operators  themselves  have  placed  most  of 
it  on  the  cars,  where  it  can  be  got  quickly  when 
wanted  as  the  suspension  progresses.  Almost 
every  private  switch  of  coal  operators  is  filled 
with  their  own  cars,  all  overflowing  with  coal. 

In  addition  to  this  every  road  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  which  has  been  using  coal  for  fuel,  has 
been  stocked  up  to  its  full  capacity  on  cars  against 
the  suspension. 


No.  15] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


25 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  April  9. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
There  is  a  good  movement  of  anthracite  coal 
since  the  April  circular  went  into  effect,  but  there 
is  not  the  activity  of  former  seasons.  Some  esti¬ 
mate  that  the  tonnage  to  come  forward  this 
month  will  be  around  ten  per  cent  less  than  for 
April  last  year.  This  decrease,  however,  will  not 
mean  that  the  companies  will  not  be  worked  full 
time  this  month  to  fill  their  April  orders. 

,  It  is  usual  that  considerably  more  coal  is  or¬ 
dered  for  April  delivery  each  year  than  the  com¬ 
panies  can  produce  and  deliver  within  that  time. 
All  orders  not  filled  within  the  month  are  either 
cancelled  or  are  filled  in  May,  taking  the  May 
advance.  It  looks  now  as  if  the  cancellations  at 
the  end  of  the  month  will  not  be  so  heavy,  but 
the  trade  is  hopeful  that  there  will  be  plenty 
of  orders  to  take  the  full  production  of  the  com¬ 
panies  up  to  the  latter  part  of  May.  Of  course 
every  retailer  wants  to  take  in  all  the  coal  that 
he  can  this  month  while  the  price  is  at  the  low¬ 
est  point  .of  the  year,  but  this  season  there  are 
conditions  to  contend  with  that  are  not  so  favor¬ 
able  as  in  former  seasons,  and  hence  there  is  not 
the  urgency  for  April  coal  as  in  former  seasons. 
Not  much  coal  is  going  into  the  bins  of  consumers. 
The  summer  reduction  will  hardly  be  made  before 
the  first  of  May,  and  as  the  weather  has  been 
balmy  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  lately, 
there  has  been  no  stimulation  for  them  to  buy. 

Receipts  of  anthracite  coal  at  Boston  for 
March,  as  compiled  by  the  Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  show  that  there  was  a  decrease  of 
about  25  per  cent  as  compared  with  receipts 
for  March' of  last  year.  This  March  148,149  tons 
were  received,  while  in  March,  1907,  203,585  tons 
were  received.  Receipts  of  anthracite  for  the 
first  three  months  of  this  year  were  389,904  tons, 
as  compared  with  476,576  tons  for  same  months 
last  year. 

Receipts  of  bituminous  coal  at  Boston  for 
March,  1908,  were  330,487  tons,  as  compared  with 
284,491  tons  for  March,  1907.  For  three  months 
this  year,  824,000  tons  were  received,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  653,064  tons  for  the  same  period  last 
year.  Receipts  of  Nova  Scotia  coal  for  March 
were  44,748  tons,  as  compared  with  45,696  tons 
March,  1907.  For  the  three  months  this  year  re¬ 
ceipts  of  Nova  Scotia  coal  were  142,350  tons,  as 
compared  with  127,649  tons  for  same  months  last 
year.  These  figures  show  that  despite  the  busi¬ 
ness  depression,  there  has  been  a  heavy  tonnage 
of  coal  coming  to  Boston  all  along.  The  demand 
for  bituminous  coal,  however,  is  reported  as  be¬ 
ing  quieter  than  ever  before  at  this  season.  Con¬ 
tracting  is  not  as  brisk  as  in  former  seasons, 
though  a  few  are  being  closed  from  day  to  day. 
Some  consumers,  however,  seem  to  be  committed 
to  the  policy  of  waiting  for  the  hour  of  need 
before  making  their  purchases,  contending  that 
it  may  be  to  their  interest  to  make  their  pur¬ 
chases  as  the  coal  may  be  required. 

Labor  troubles  have  had  no  effect  in  stimulat¬ 
ing  buying,  and  it  appears  that  no  one  is  fearing 
that  there  will  be  any  trouble  in  securing  all  the 
coal  that  will  'be  needed.  Prices  are  about  as 
last  reported.  The  West  Virginia  coals  are  to  be 
had  at  the  contract  price,  while  Pennsylvania  coals 
are  offered  freely  at  about  $2.35,  Philadelphia, 
which  means  with  the  60  cent  rate  prevailing  from 
that  port,  around  $3  at  Boston.  Good  coals  sell 
here  at  $3.25  to  $3.75. 

The  vessel  market  shows  no  change.  Very 
low  rates  are  offered  both  for  spot  business  and 
for  contracts  for  the  season.  We  hear  of  some  big 
vessels  offering  as  low  as  55c  from  Philadelphia. 
The  prevailing  rate  from  most  of  the  lower 
ports  is  covered  by  the  quotation  of  60c  to  70c. 


News  Briefs. 

The  schooner  B.  H.  Warford  of  Fall  River, 
loaded  with  coal  from  Port  Reading  at  Chatham, 
Mass.,  sank  near  Bridgeport  during  the  gale  last 
"  week.  The  crew  were  rescued. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  United  States  Coal  & 
Oil  Company,  held  in  Portland,  Maine,  this  week, 
it  was  voted  unanimously  to  reduce  the  capital 
stock  from  the  250,000  authorized  shares,  par 
value  $25,  to  125,000  shares,  par  value  $25,  of 
which  120,000  will  be  outstanding.  It  was  voted 
to  authorize  the  issuance  of  $3,000,000  6  per  cent 
sinking  fund  bonds,  convertible  into  stock  at  par, 
of  which  $1,500,000  will  be  issued  at  once,  and 


also  voted  to  increase  the  capital  stock  to  240,- 
000  shares  to  provide  120,000  shares  which  may 
be  exchanged  for  bonds  under  the  convertibility 
clauses  of  both  bonds  and  mortgages.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  said  to  be  booking  coal  contracts  for  the 
year  from  April  1  on  the  basis  of  3,000  tons  of 
coal  per  day.  The  management  believes  that  it 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  securing  a  market  for 
this  tonnage.  The  company,  it  is  claimed,  can 
earn  from  40  to  50  cents  per  toil  net  on  its 
product,  which  will  mean  about  $3.25  per  share 
upon  its  proposed  capital  of  120,000  shares,  after 
paying  interest  on  its  $1,500,000  of  6  per  cent 
bonds.  The  company  has  a  half  million  working 
capital.  Its  construction  work  is  practically  com¬ 
pleted  and  its  mines  opened.  From  this  point  the 
management  expects  a  gradual  expansion  to  an 
output  of  10,000  tons  a  day. 

News  is  received  from  New  Haven  announcing 
that  A.  E.  Mitchell  has  resigned  as  purchasing 
agent  of  the  New  Haven  road  to  engage  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself  in  the  South.  He  is  succeeded 
by  J.  H.  Sanford,  formerly  assistant  purchasing 
agent,  but  Mr.  H.  A.  Fabin,  assistant  to  the 
president,  will  have  a  final  say  as  to  coal  con¬ 
tracts. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  April  9. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  a  heavy  movement  of  anthracite 
this  month,  and  the  companies  believe  that  they 
will  have  enough  business  to  keep  them  pretty 
busy  up  till  June  1.  While  there  is  not  the  life 
to  the  trade  as  in  former  seasons  more  orders 
for  April  delivery  are  booked  than  the  companies 
will  be  able  to  fill,  so  that  there  will  be  some 
business  carried  over  for  May  delivery,  as  has 
been  the  case  in  former  years,  though  not  for  as 
heavy  tonnage.  The  unseasonable  winter  just 
closing  greatly  cut  off  consumption,  so  that  the 
new  coal  year  was  commenced  with  considerably 
more  coal  unsold  than  is  usually  the  case. 

The  anthracite  production  in  March  was 'much 
larger  than  was  expected,  and  some  of  this 
coal  was  put  in  tidewater  stocks,  as  there  was 
not  a  demand  sufficient  to  take  it  all  into  con¬ 
sumption.  For  the  month,  4,766,158  tons  were 
produced,  while  it  had  been  predicted,  owing  to 
the  suspension  in  mining  several  days  each  week 
by  most  of  the  companies,  that  the  production 
would  not  reach  more  than  4,000,000  tons.  All 
the  companies  except  the  Erie  and  Delaware  & 
Hudson  showed  decreases.  The  Delaware  & 
Hudson  increased  over  90,000  tons,  or  just  about 
the  decrease  of  the  Reading.  The  Lehigh  Valley 
showed  a  decrease  of  235,137  tons.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  all  of  the  companies  will  work  full 
time  throughout  this  month  and  all  of  May,  unless 
the  demand  should  drop  off  greatly  in  the  mean¬ 
time. 

The  bituminous  situation  shows  no  change 
worth  reporting.  Contracts  are  still  slow  in 
closing,  and  the  suspension  in  mining  in  some  of 
the  sections  has  had  no  effect  on  this  market. 
Considerable  coal  is  coming  forward  on  contracts, 
and  a  fair  tonnage  is  going  into  New  England, 
though  the  spot  market  is  reported  flat  in  every 
quarter. 

News  in  Brief. 

B.  H.  Ball,  general  freight  agent  of  the  Read¬ 
ing  Railway,  has  been  appointed  freight  traffic 
manager  of  the  company. 

The  expansion  of  the  business  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  &  Navigation  Company  has  caused  it  to  lease 
the  entire  fifth  floor  of  the  new  Lafayette  build¬ 
ing,  now  being  erected  at  Fifth  and  Chestnut, 
and  its  executive  offices  will  be  moved  there  as 
soon  as  the  building  is  completed. 

There  are  plenty  of  vessels  offering  at  former 
prices,  and  some  offers  are  as  low  as  55  cents  for 
Boston.  The  prevailing  rate  is  around  60  cents, 
with  like  rates  to  Sound  points.  The  Reading 
barge  Ashland  went  on  the  rocks  in  Kennebec 
River,  Maine,  last  week,  and  sank.  She  had  a 
cargo  of  1,513  tons  of  coal  loaded  at  this  city. 

The  Philadelphia  Kokoals  had  a  very  success¬ 
ful  koruskation  at  the  Roosevelt  Tuesday  evening, 
the  7th  Inst.  Twenty-seven  new  candidates  were 
initiated  by  the  Philadelphia  crack  team,  over 
one  hundred  members  of  the  order  enjoying  the 
initiatory  ceremonies,  as  well  as  the  dinner  and 
talk  fest  which  followed.  Imperial  Modoc  Charles 
E.  Lester  was  over  from  New  York,  and  he  made 
one  of  his  usual  mirth  provoking  talks.  J.  E. 
Allport  of  the  Allport  Coal  Mining  Company, 


Spangler,  was  among  the  out  of  town  visitors, 
and  his  stories  of  the  “hard  luck”  which  befell  a 
coal  man  were  well  received. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  9. — >( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)' — The  market  conditions  are  rather  com¬ 
plex  at  present,  and  are  at  the  same  time  very 
poor  as  a  whole.  In  the  case  of  certain  coals 
there  has  been  practically  no  change  in  the  last 
three  or  four  weeks,  while  with  others  there  has 
been  a  lowering  of  the  already  low  price  list. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  present  spring  has  opened 
as  one  of  the  worst  in  the  history  of  the  trade 
here. 

The  best  selected  and  prepared  fuels  can  do  no 
better  than  $1.60,  and  in  many  cases  are  selling 
for  considerably  less,  and  in  the  West  Virginia 
fields  coal  is  obtainable  at  the  mines  at  from  sixty 
to  eighty-five  cents. 

Some  slight  encouragement  has  come  in  an 
added  briskness  to  the  market  for  slack.  This 
seems  to  be  due  to  the  reopening  of  a  number 
of  cement  plants.  The  general  industrial  situa¬ 
tion  does  not  seem  to  be  showing  any  great  im¬ 
provement,  however,  and  outside  of  caring  for 
existing  contracts  and  renewals  the  trade  at 
present  is  practically  at  a  standstill.  Where  one 
steel  mill  or  other  big  coal  consuming  industry 
is  reported  as  resuming  in  part  or  in  whole, 
there  comes  a  report  of  a  curtailment  in  some 
other  quarter. 

The  situation  at  many  of  the  mines  is  bad. 
There  is  a  stagnation  that  means  lack  of  work 
for  many  and  with  little  prospect  of  improvement 
during  the  summer  months.  Should  there  be  a 
big  industrial  resumption  in  the  fall  and  a  conse¬ 
quent  great  demand  for  coal  there  will  be  a  great 
scarcity  of  labor  and  light  production  will  place 
coal  in  the  same  place  that  car  scarcity  has  placed 
it  in  some  past  rush  seasons. 

Charter  rates  continue  to  go  lower,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  there  are  few  announcements  for 
the  domestic  coastwise  trade,  the  vast  proportion 
of  contract  coal  now  being  moved  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  being  in  company  owned  barges  and  steam¬ 
ers,  and  the  Southern  trade  being  extremely  slow. 
For  Mexican  and  Pacific  coast  points  recent  char¬ 
ters  have  been  far  off  regular  rates.  As  low  as 
$1.25  has  been  arranged  for  Vera  Cruz,  and  the 
last  charter  to  San  Francisco  was  at  but  $5.50, 
when  $2  better  was  the  rule  not  many  months 
gone  by. 

John  G.  Wilson  Dies. 

John  G.  Wilson,  general  attorney  for  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  Railroad,  died  here  Tuesday  night 
from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  He  was  but 
thirty-six  years  of  age  and  recently  attracted  at¬ 
tention  by  the  vigorous  fight  he  made  for  the 
railroad  in  the  car  discrimination  cases  before  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  where  he  was 
opposed  by  Attorney  Glasgow.  Mr.  Wilson  was 
the  son  of  John  Wilson,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Black-Sheridan-Wilson  Coal  Company. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  produce  exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

There  is  little  of  interest  to  report  in  the 
freight  situation,  as  the  market  is  still  dull, 
with  limited  demand  for  tonnage.  The  only 
recent  fixtures  were  the  following:  Steamer 
“Munin,”  778  tons  register,  Baltimore  to  Gi- 
bara,  coal,  at  $1.40;  steamer  “Tromp,”  1,752 
tons  register,  Norfolk  to  Tampico,  coal  at  $1.35, 
and  steamer  “Miramar,”  1561  tons  register, 
Virginia  to  Tampico,  coal,  p.  t. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows:  $1.10  to  $1.15  to  Havana  or  Matan- 
zas;  $1.50  to  $1.60  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.35 
to  $1.45  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.45  to  $1.55  to  Dai¬ 
quiri;  $1.50  to  $1.60  to  Santiago;  $1.40  to  $1.50 
to  Colon;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trini¬ 
dad;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.30  to  $1.40 
to  St.  Thomas;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Barbados;  $1.35 
to  $1.45  to  Kingston;  $1.10  to  $1.15  and  port 
charges  to  Curacao;  $2.10  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.35 
to  $1.40  to  Tampico  ($2.25  to  $2.30  to  Tampico 
on  coke);  11s  6d  to  13s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayes; 
12s  6d  to  14s  6d  to  Rio;  13s  to  15s  to  Santos; 
10s  to  10s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coat  of  Italy, 
Spain  excluded;  $4.25  and  discharged,  to  Ma¬ 
nilla;  $4.50  and  discharged,  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Eastern  General  and  .Personal  Notes. 


The  Sunnyside  Coal  Company,  Peckville,  Pa., 
has  closed  its  colliery  for  two  weeks,  so  that 
needed  repairs  can  be  made. 

F.  H.  Skeele,  president  of  the  Skeele  Coal 
Company,  No.  143  Liberty  street,  New  York, 
who  resides  at  Glen  Ridge,  N.  J.,  is  doing 
grand  jury  duty  in  Newark  this  week. 

J.  W.  Skeele,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Company,  New  York,  is  away 
this  week  on  a  tour  of  the  agencies  of  his  com¬ 
pany. 

E.  W.  Parker,  statistician  of  the  department 
of  mining,  the  United  States  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey,  Washington,  was  a  visitor  to  several  of¬ 
fices  of  the  New  York  coal  trade  on  Wednes¬ 
day. 

W.  Kishbaugh,  of  the  Mill  Creek  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  whose  illness  was 
noted  in  recent  issues  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
has  gone  to  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.,  for  a 
couple  of  months  to  recuperate. 

The  Mount  Vernon  Coal  Company,  Mount 
Vernon,  N.  Y.,  has  been  incorporated  with 
capital  stock  of  $20,000.  Directors  are — L.  M. 
Wilson,  Robt.  B.  Gray  and  Chas.  M.  Peck,  the 
latter  of  No.  206  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

The  Nay  Aug  Number  Four  Coal  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $31,000.  Incorporators  are 
David  Boies,  James  M.  Easton,  Scranton,  Pa.; 
John  W.  Fowler,  Myron  S.  Knight,  and  Wm. 
Y.  Moffatt,  Dunmore,  Pa. 

Henry  G.  Kost,  a  resident  of  the  Bronx, 
New  York  City,  has  brought  a  complaint 
against  the  New  Haven  road  for  using  soft 
coal  on  its  engines  in  the  Harlem  freight  yard, 
and  the  complaint  was  heard  before  the  Public 
Service  Commission  in  the  Tribune  building  on 
Friday  afternoon. 

M.  G.  Harvey,  ex-sheriff  of  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  been  prospecting  for 
coal  on  a  tract  of  land  leased  from  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  near  Gravel  Run,  Pa.,  has 
tapped  three  good  seams  of  anthracite.  Men 
are  at  work  sinking  a  slope,  which  is  expected 
to  tap  other  seams  yet  undiscovered. 

The  Clear  Spring  colliery,  near  Pittston, 
which  has  been  idle  for  some  weeks,  while  im¬ 
provements  were  being  made,  started  up  again 
this  week.  Improvements  included  a  solid  con¬ 
crete  foundation  under  the  hoisting  engines.  A 
rock  tunnel  is  being  driven  from  the  Pittston 
vein  to  the  checker  vein,  which  connection  will 
save  a  long  haul. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bituminous  Coal 
Trade  Association  was  held  at  the  Waldorf  in 
New  York  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  a  luncheon 
being  served,  which  was  followed  by  routine 
business  matters.  L.  N.  Lovell,  of  Lovell  & 
Borden,  No.  17  Battery  Place,  New  York,  was 
elected  chairman  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  H.  S.  Fleming  was  re-elected  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

Alder  &  Ruley,  of  the  Bureau  of  Anthra¬ 
cite  Coal  Statistics,  Pennsylvania  building, 
Philadelphia,  have  just  issued  a  new  general 
map  of  the  anthracite  coal  fields  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  which  is  revised  up  to  January,  1908. 
The  new  map  shows  the  position  of  each  col¬ 
liery  and  gives  the  names  and  postoffice  ad¬ 
dresses  of  the  operators.  The  map,  mounted, 
costs  $3.50;  unmounted,  $2.50. 

J.  G.  Case,  contracting  agent  for  Whitney  & 
Kemmerer,  New  York  operators  in  bituminous 
and  anthracite,  is  quite  busy  with  the  large 
contract  customers  of  his  firm,  among  whom 
are  numerous  public  utility  companies  and 
large  manufacturing  concerns.  Recently,  Mr. 
Case  was  successful  in  closing  a  contract  with 
the  National  Starch  Company  to  supply  their 
Oswego,  N.  Y.,  plant  with  18,000  tons  of  Rev- 
noldsville  coal. 

Counsel  for  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Company  of 
West  Virginia,  on  Monday  asked  permission 
of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington  for  leave 
to  file  a  petition  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to 


compel  the  Federal  Court  in  Virginia  to  allow 
it  to  intervene  in  the  receivership  proceedings 
against  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  with  a  suit  to 
recover  $7,320  for  coal  furnished  the  road.  The 
lower  court  held  that  the  bill  of  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  was  not  a  lien  on  the  funds  in  the  re¬ 
ceiver’s  hand  and  declined  to  permit  it  to  inter¬ 
vene.  The  Supreme  Court  took  the  motion 
under  advisement. 

C.  H.  Ketcham,  superintendent  of  the  Mor¬ 
ris  &  Essex  division  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western  Railroad,  has  resigned  to 
accept  the  position  of  general  manager  of  the 
East  Broad  Top  Railroad,  a  coal  road,  fifty 
miles  in  length,  running  from  Robertsdale  to 
Union,  on  the  Pennsylvania  system.  This  road 
is  in  the  section  east  of  the  Huntingdon  &  Broad 
Top  region,  and  the  Rock  Hill  Coal  &  Iron 
Company  have  some  large  operations  along 
its  lines.  Mr.  Ketcham  will  have  Philadelphia 
headquarters  at  No.  320  Walnut  street. 

Among  the  coal  companies  recently  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  east  is  noted  the  Thomas  Ward 
Coal  Company,  of  Seventy-ninth  street  and 
North  River,  New  York.  The  capital  stock  is 
placed  at  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Thomas  Ward,  Joseph  S.  Ward,  and  William 
A.  Ward.  The  latter  two  are  sons  of  Thomas 
Ward,  who  started  in  the  retail  coal  business 
in  New  York  in  1870,  and  the  incorporation  is 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  sons  an  interest 
in  the  business  in  which  they  have,  for  the 
last  few  years,  been  very  instrumental  in  build¬ 
ing  up  to  its  present  important  position.  Mr. 
Ward,  Sr.,  has  recently  purchased  a  handsome 
residence  at  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-second 
street  and  Broadway,  where  he  will  de¬ 
vote  more  of  his  time  to  rest  and  home 
life,  now  that  his  business  interests  are 


being  so  carefully  looked  after  by  his  sons. 
They  have  recently  secured  some  property  in 
West  Eighty-third  street,  where  they  will  erect 
an  up-to-date  plant,  work  on  which  has  already 
commenced. 

On  April  1,  the  wholesale  coal  business,  for 
several  years  past  conducted  by  Wilbur  A.  Mar¬ 
shall  at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  with  Boston 
and  Philadelphia  branches,  was  taken  over  by 
W.  A.  Marshall  &  Co.  The  new  firm,  which 
was  recently  incorporated,  is  composed  of  W. 
A.  Marshall,  president;  Harry  K.  Cortright, 
vice-president;  Frank  B.  Cortright,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  These  officers,  with  W.  R.  Mc- 
Turk  and  W.  S.  Alden  of  Philadelphia,  make 
up  the  directorate.  The  company  is  incor¬ 
porated  for  $100,000,  $80,000  of  which  has  been 
paid  in.  Harry  B.  Cortright,  the  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  will  make  his  office  at  Philadelphia,  while 
Frank  B.  Cortright,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
will  make  his  office  in  New  York.  The  two 
Cortrights  named  above  formerly  conducted  a 
wholesale  coal  business  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  under 
the  name  of  the  Cortright  Coal  Company. 
This  business  has  been  taken  over  by  Thomas 
E.  Campbell,  for  many  years  connected  with 
the  Altoona  coal  trade.  W.  R.  McTurk  is  a 
well-known  Philadelphia  coal  operator,  owner 
of  anthracite  operations  at  Girardville,  Pa.,  and 
of  a  wholesale  business  at  Philadelphia.  ’  Mr. 
Marshall,  the  president  of  the  new  company, 
is  well-known  throughout  the  east,  having  been 
engaged  in  the  business  of  mining  and  selling 
coal  for  ten  years.  He  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  best-informed  men  in  the  trade,  and  in 
view  of  the  executive  and  financial  strength 
that  his  new  asociates  give  him,  it  is  expected 
that  the  business  which  he  had  already  built 
up  to  formidable  proportions,  will  soon  be 
greatly  increased. 


Resigns. 


and  for  this  reason  he  retires  from  active  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Reading  Railway. 

Mr.  Henderson  is  one  of  the  best  known  men 
in  the  anthracite  coal  trade,  having  been  con¬ 
nected  with  both  companies  since  1889.  He  was 
born  in  Jefferson  county,  West  Virginia,  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1844,  and  entered  the  railroad  business 
January  5,  1870,  at  Fort  Scott  station  on  the  Mis¬ 
souri  River,  Fort  Scott  &  Gulf  Railroad.  From 
April,  1870,  until  February,  1874,  he  served  as  a 
clerk  in  a  general  freight  and  ticket  office  of  the 
same  road  and  from  February,  1874,  to  April, 
1879,  he  was  chief  clerk  to  the  general  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  &  Galves¬ 
ton  Railroad,  and  later  also  chief  clerk  to  the  re¬ 
ceiver  of  this  road.  He  also  occupied  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  general  manager  of  the  Ohio  &  Southern 
Railroad  from  April  1,  1881,  to  1882.  He  was 
general  manager  of  the  southeastern  division  of 
the  Toledo,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  railroad  from 
July  22,  1884,  and  remained  as  such  after  its  re¬ 
organization  into  the  Dayton  &  Ironton  Railroad 
until  1886.  On  July  24  he  was  also  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Toledo,  Cincinnati  &  St. 
Louis  Railroad  and  retained  the  position  until  the 
line  was  sold  to  the  Dayton,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chi¬ 
cago  Railway  in  1886. 

On  March  25,  1884,  he  was  appointed  receiver 
of  the  Danville,  Olney  &  Ohio  River  Railroad, 
and  operated  it  in  that  capacity  until  February 
10,  1886,  when  it  was  sold  and  reorganized  as 
the  Chicago  &  Ohio  River  Railroad,  after  which 
he  was  appointed  general  manager  of  the  reor¬ 
ganized  company,  which  position  he  held  until 
1888.  On  December  1,  1889,  he  was  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Company,  a  position  he  held  for  ten 
years,  winning  further  promotion  to  the  position 
of  first  vice-president.  This  post  he  resigned 
in  1906,  being  succeeded  by  F.  M.  Richards. 
The  position  of  vice-president  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Railway  came  to  Mr.  Hen¬ 
derson  on  November  25,  1896.  and  carried  with 
it  charge  of  the  freight  traffic  of  the  system. 


C.  £.  Henderson 


Charles  E.  Henderson,  second  vice-president 
of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway,  has 


C.  E.  Henderson. 


announced  his  retirement  and  tendered  his 
resignation  to  take  effect  May  1.  Mr.  Hender¬ 
son’s  health  has  been  impaired  for  some  time 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


Machine  Sufficiently  Guarded.  —  A 
machine,  the  supreme  court  of  New 
York,  appellate  division,  first  depart¬ 
ment,  holds  (King  vs.  Reid,  108  New 
York  Supplement  615),  is  properly 
guarded  when  those  employed  are 
protected  when  using  the  ordinary 
methods  of  operating  it.  It  also 
says  that  while  it  is  conceded  that 
the  fact  that  no  previous  accident  had 
ever  happened  is  not  controlling, 
where  a  condition  obviously  danger¬ 
ous  is  presented,  it  is  nevertheless 
entitled  to  great  weight  in  determin¬ 
ing  whether  or  not  the  machinery  is 
properly  guarded,  where  the  condi¬ 
tion  is  not  obviously  dangerous.  “It 
is  a  mistake  for  one  to  take  his  stand 
after  an  accident  and  to  impute  re¬ 
sponsibility  from  a  view  thus  ob¬ 
tained.  It  is  nearly  always  easy, 
after  an  accident  has  happened,  to 
see  how  it  could  have  been  avoided.” 


Proof  of  Handwriting.— Of  course,  the 
simplest  and  most  obvious  proof  of 
handwriting  is  the  testimony  pf  a 
witness  who  saw  the  paper  or  signa¬ 
ture  actually  written.  But  this  kind 
of  evidence  cannot  always  be  ob¬ 
tained.  In  the  absence  of  such  proof, 
the  best  evidence  which  the  nature 
of  the  case  admits,  the  supreme  court 
of  New  York,  appellate  term,  says 
(Tarnofker  vs.  Grissler,  108  New 
York  Supplement  696),  is  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  witnesses  acquainted  with 
the  supposed  writer,  and  who  from 
seeing  him  write  have  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  his  handwriting.  A 
witness  may  therefore  be  asked 
whether  he  has  seen  a  particular  per¬ 
son  write,  and,  if  he  answers  in  the 
affirmative,  he  may  further  be  asked 
whether  he  believes  the  paper  in  dis¬ 
pute  to  be  in  his  handwriting. 


Duty  to  Person  at  Depot  to  Transact 
Business. — As  to  person  at  a  depot  for 
the  purpose  of  transacting  business, 
say,  with  the  express  agent,  the 
court  of  appeals  of  Kentucky  bolds 
(Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Co. 
vs.  Brown,  107  Southwestern  Re¬ 
porter  321),  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
employes  in  charge  of  a  train  to  use 
ordinary  care  to  avoid  injuring  him 
by  giving  timely  and  reasonable 
warning  of  the  approach  of  the  train, 
and  to  so  reduce  the  speed  of  the 
train  as  to  have  it  under  reasonable 
control,  and  to  keep  a  lookout  for 
persons  on  the  track  at  or  near  the 
depot,  etc. 


Consideration  Imported  by  Note  Un¬ 
der  Seal. — A  note  under  seal  imports  a 
consideration;  but  the  maker  may 
show  that  the  consideration  has 
failed.  Tn  a  suit  upon  such  a  note 
the  burden  of  proving  a  failure  of 
consideration,  the  court  of  appeals 
of  Georgia  holds  (Webb  vs.  Sim¬ 
mons,  60  Southeastern  Reporter  334), 


is  on  the  defendant.  If  the  defend¬ 
ant  shows  that  the  consideration  of 
the  note  was  a  promise  of  the  payee 
to  do  certain  things  in  the  future, 
the  burden  is  still  on  him  in  order 
to  make  a  defense  of  failure  of  con¬ 
sideration  complete  to  show  that  the 
promise  was  broken. 


Effect  of  a  Partner  Selling  His  Inter¬ 
est. — A  partner  may  sell  his  interest  in 
the  partnership.  In  effect,  such  a 
sale,  the  Kansas  City  court  of  ap¬ 
peals  says  (Day  vs.  Stafford,  107 
Southwestern  Reporter  433),  operates 
as  a  dissolution  of  the  partnership 
and  invests  the  vendee,  not  with  the 
undivided  interest  in  the  firm  property 
owned  by  the  vendor,  but  with  the 
interest  of  the  latter  in  the  surplus 
after  the  payment  of  firm  debts  and 
the  adjustment  of  the  partnership  ac¬ 
counts. 


Right  of  Discharge. — Where  a  contract 
of  employment  contains  a  clause  that 
the  services  are  to  be  satisfactory  to 
the  employer,  the  supreme  court  of 
New  York,  appellate  term,  holds 
(Saxe  vs.  Shubert  Theatrical  Co.,  108 
New  York  Supplement  683),  that  he 
has  the  right  to  discharge  if  the 
services  are  not  satisfactory  to  him,  if 
the  employment  is  of  the  class  in¬ 
volving  taste,  fancy,  interest,  and 
personal  satisfaction  or  judgment, 
and  if  the  employer  discharges  the 
employe,  the  question  whether  or  not 
the  services  of  the  employe  are  sat¬ 
isfactory  is  to  be  determined  solely 
by  the  employer,  and  not  by  tbe 
court  or  jury.  But  where  the  em¬ 
ployment  is  not  of  that  class,  and 
where  the  master  has  the  power  to 
discharge  the  employe,  if  satisfied  in 
good  faith  that  he  is  incompetent, 
there  the  good  faith  is  one  of  fact, 
which  must  be  submitted  to  the  jury. 


Requirements  in  chattel  mortgages. — 
As  against  third  persons,  the  supreme 
court  of  Florida  holds  (Davis  vs. 
Horne,  45  Southern  Reporter,  476),  a 
mortgage  must  point  out  its  subject- 
matter,  so  that  the  third  person  may 
identify  the  property  covered  by  the 
aid  of  such  inquiries  as  the  instrument 
itself  suggests;  but  between  the  par¬ 
ties  it  is  only  necessary  to  identify  the 
chattels  so  that  the  mortgagee  may 
say  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  cer¬ 
tainty  what  property  is  subject  to  his 
lien;  and  oral  evidence  is  admissible 
to  more  clearly  identify  it. 


The  Buckeye  mine  of  the  Oak  Hill 
Coal  &  Mining  Company,  at  Clinton. 
Tnd.,  a  few  days  ago  hoisted  2,188  tons 
of  coal  in  eight  hours.  This  record 
is  considered  all  the  more  remarkable 
on  account  of  the  age  of  the  mine  and 
the  stage  of  development.  The  former 
record  of  this  operation  was  1,840 
tons. 


Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


The  Ferguson  Coal  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Hopkins  county,  Ky.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  general  of¬ 
fices  at  Louisville.  The  company  has 
a  capital  stock  of  $35,000. 

The  Western  Coal  Mining  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 
The  incorporators  are  T.  W.  Carpen¬ 
ter  and  W.  W.  Carpenter. 

The  Creel  Coal  &  Feed  Company 
has  filed  articles  of  incorporation  at 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  with  $10,000  capital 
stock.  The  incorporators  are  D.  A. 
Creel,  J.  Harris  and  T.  E.  Lupton. 

The  Thomas  Ward  Coal  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  New  York 
City  by  Thomas  Ward,  Joseph  S. 
Ward  and  William  A.  Ward,  all  of 
New  York.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  placed  at  $10,000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Southern  Coal  Company, 
of  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators 
are  John  W.  Miller,  S.  W.  Shrader, 
M.  J.  Davis  and  R.  C.  Hoting. 

The  Granite  Coal  &  Feed  Com¬ 
pany,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000, 
has  been  incorporated  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.  The  incorporators  are  W. 
D.  Turner,  Frank  Fairbanks  and  A. 
H.  Turner. 

The  Cedar  Creek  GaS  &  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Petersburg,  Ind.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$150,000.  The  company  will  develop 
about  a  thounsand  acres  of  land  near 
the  town  of  Winslow. 

The  Spottiswoode-Cusack  Company, 
Orange,  N.  J.,  has  been  incorporated 
to  do  a  general  coal  mining  business 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000  by 
George  Spottiswoode,  Thomas  M. 
Cusack  and  others  of  that  city. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Garstein  Coal  Company, 
Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  showing  a  capital 


stock  of  $40,000.  The  officers  of  the 
company  are:  President,  G.  E.  Gar¬ 
stein,  and  treasurer,  H.  L.  Garstein. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Devereux  Company,  Cas- 
tine,  Maine,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000.  The  object  of  the  company 
is  to  handle  coal  and  grain  and  the 
incorporators  are  A.  M.  Devereux 
and  P.  E.  Devereux. 

The  A.  E.  Scheppers  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  offices  at  1007  Marquette 
building,  Chicago,  and  the  incorpor¬ 
ators  are  A.  W.  Underwood,  N.  S. 
Smyser  and  A.  A.  Bassee. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Manufacturers’  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $10,- 
000.  The  general  offices  of  this  com¬ 
pany  are  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and 
the  incorporators  are  G.  E.  Elkins,  L. 
D.  Buenting  and  William  Schrolucke. 

The  New  Harmony  Anthracite  Coal 
Company,  of  New  Harmony,  Utah, 
has  filed  articles  of  incorporation 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $1,000,000, 
divided  into  shares  of  $100  each.  The 
incorporators  are  Peter  Adler,  F.  O. 
Wyman,  Charles  T.  Inman  and  F.  O. 
Adler. 

The  Citizens’  Coal  Company,  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  has  filed  articles 
of  incorporation  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $50,000  The  company  will 
handle  fuel  and  flour  on  a  large  scale. 
The  incorporators  are  Frank  Miller, 
F.  G.  Platt,  L.  M.  Camp  and  F.  G. 
Humphrey. 

W.  A.  Marshall  &  Co.,  Atlanta,  N. 
Y.,  has  been  incorporated  to  do  a 
general  mining  business  in  Steuben 
county,  that  state.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  concern  is  $100,000  and  the  in¬ 
corporators  are  Wilbur  A.  Marshall, 
William  R.  McTurk,  Frank  B.  Cart¬ 
wright  and  W.  S.  Aldren. 


Cp  nnwiuiAN  m|ner  an<j  shipper 

•  Vi  DU  nillftll  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

(SOLK  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  "LOPEZ” 

“Buck  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  t»as 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Oallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  PEA  LERS’ 
SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 

, ,  and  are  extremely  mod- 

1 1  erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
tJY.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


1, 


COAL  FOR  SALE 

S.  C.  SCHENCK.  Agent 

CHICACO  TOLEDO 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  April  9. — ( Special 
Correspondence.) — Scarcely  a  ripple  is 
felt  in  the  market  because  of  the  shut¬ 
ting-  down  of  mines.  Everybody  appears 
to  have  enough  coal  for  present  needs 
and  there  is  no  fear  of  a  prolonged 
suspension.  Local  shippers  and  jobbers 
who  have  West  Virginia  connections 
are  moving  a  small  tonnage  to  meet 
current  demands,  principally  on  mine- 
run.  Prices  are  phenomenally  low,  con¬ 
siderably  less  than  it  would  be  possible 
to  produce  coal  for  in  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  under  the  most  favorable  circum¬ 
stances.  The  wholesale  figures  are  70 
cents  and  even  lower.  Sales  to  the  con¬ 
sumer  are  on  a  close  margin,  without 
much  regard  to  maintaining  a  consistent 
price.  Domestic  lump  is  lifeless  at  from 
$1.20  to  $1.40. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Company  is  able 
to  take  care  of  its  contracts  with  ship¬ 
ments  from  its  unorganized  mines  in 
West  Virginia.  As  there  is  very  little 
movement  yet  towards  the  lakes  this 
big  concern  is  suffering  no  inconvenience 
from  the  idleness  throughout  the  com¬ 
petitive  field,  nor  is  it  obliged  to  go 
outside  of  its  own  operations  for  coal. 
None  of  the  Hocking  Valley  operators 
have  coal  stored  on  cars,  as  has  been 
the  case  in  former  years,  as  the  Railroad 
Commission  refused  to  suspend  the  de¬ 
murrage  rules,  except  in  case  of  coal 
loaded  for  lake  shipment. 

Mines  Will  Resume. 

Unless  there  should  be  some  unex¬ 
pected  hitch  in  the  negotiations  between 
the  miners  and  operators,  the  suspension 
will  end  next  week.  The  joint  confer¬ 
ence  in  Toledo  on  Tuesday  will  be  par¬ 
ticipated  in  by  Western  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  according  to  an 
authoritative  statement  given  out  here. 
There  is  no  question  in  sight  that 
will  lead  to  an  adjournment  with¬ 
out  making  provision  that  the  men 
shall  return  to  work,  although  a 
number  of  incidental  features  may  go 
aver  for  future  adjustment.  The  reso¬ 
lution  adopted  by  the  miners  at  Indian¬ 
apolis  this  week  giving  authority  for 
the  continuance  of  work  in  fields  where 
agreements  are  still  in  force  and  prac¬ 
tically  pledging  that  districts  having  no 
such  contracts  should  be  given  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  prompt  resumption,  virtual¬ 
ly  settles  the  question.  The  Toledo  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  in  the  nature  of  a  ratifica- 
tio  of  an  understanding  that  has  been 
already  worked  out  between  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  both  sides  to  the  contro¬ 
versy. 

Tbe  key  to  the  situation  all  along  has 
been,  at  least  so  far  as  Ohio  and  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  are  concerned,  that 
the  competitive  field  cannot  afford  to 
let  West  Virginia  usurp  its  markets. 
But  for  this  menace  a  suspension  of 
sixty  days  would  be  welcomed  by  pro¬ 
ducers  for  the  good  effect  it  would 
have  in  cleaning  up  stocks  and  starting 
off  the  new  season  with  better  prices. 
The  settlement  of  the  wage  question 
just  at  this  time  is  really  of  little  con¬ 
sequence  in  the  way  of  a  direct  benefit 
to  operators,  as  production  will  be  lim¬ 
ited  for  some  time  to  come,  and  outside 
of  tbe  lake  trade,  which  is  still  a  very 
uncertain  factor,  not  much  is  expected 
in  the  way  of  business  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer. 


New  Coal  Tariff. 

The  new  tariff  book,  to  become  ef¬ 
fective  May  1st,  has  been  issued  by  the 
Ohio  Coal  Traffic  Association.  The 


state  is  divided  into  six  districts,  the 
first  including  No.  8  and  the  Cambridge 
fields,  the  second  the  Sunday  Creek  and 
the  Hocking  fields,  the  third  and  fourth 
the  Jackson  and  Pomeroy  fields,  re¬ 
spectively,  the  fifth  the  middle  district, 
which  is  principally  No.  6  vein,  and  the 
sixth  the  Massillon  field.  One  of  the 
new  rules  provides  that  the  Hocking 
Valley  Railroad  will  only  transfer  fuel 
coal  from  cars  to  vessels  taking  coal 
cargoes.  The  rate  from  the  Hocking 
Valley  to  Toledo  for  lake  fuel  is  95 
cents.  The  rate  on  railroad  fuel  to  the 
same  point  is  72J4  cents,  on  coal  con¬ 
signed  for  the  lake  trade  90  cents,  and 
on  domestic  coal  $1.  In  most  respects 
the  new  tariff  is  the  same  as  that  of 
last  year. 


News  in  Brief. 

W.  A.  Goslin,  Jr.,  of  W.  A.  Goslin 
&  Co.,  Toledo,  was  in  Columbus  on 
Monday. 

William  Dalzell,  a  prominent  coal 
man  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  was  a  visitor 
at  the  offices  of  the  Eagle  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  this  week. 

The  Dean  Coal  Company  is  making 
improvements  in  its  offices  in  the  Brun¬ 
son  building  which  will  add  greatly  to 
their  attractiveness  and  convenience. 

W.  B.  Smith,  president  of  the  Clear 
Creek  Coal  &  Lumber  Company,  is  on 
a  tour  of  inspection  of  tbe  company’s 
properties  in  Tennessee,  accompanied  by 
a  number  of  Columbus  men. 

Neil  W.  Snow,  Detroit  representative 
of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 
was  in  Columbus  this  week.  The  situa¬ 
tion  in  this  important  Hocking  market 
is  rapidly  improving  along  industrial 
lines,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Snow. 

William  E.  Corey,  president  of  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  party  of  prominent  capital¬ 
ists,  made  a  brief  stop  in  Columbus  on 
Friday  last,  en  route  to  the  South  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  properties 
of  the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Company. 

T.  J.  Costello,  of  Nelsonville,  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Canada  of  Flocking  Valley 
coal  interests,  was  in  Columbus  last 
week.  He  said  that  the  coal  trade  was 
much  better  in  the  Dominion  than  in  the 
States,  as  Canada  was  not  suffering  to 
any  great  degree  from  industrial  depres¬ 
sion. 

H.  C.  Bell,  of  Detroit,  general 
freight  agent  of  the  Detroit,  Toledo 
&  Ironton  railway,  and  J.  F.  Bloom- 
cnsteil,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  commercial 
agent  of  the  same  line,  were  calling 
upon  the  coal  trade  here  during  the 
past  week. 

Felix  A.  Jacobs  and  other  Columbus 
capitalists  have  acquired  2,000  acres  of 
coal  lands  on  the  Kanawha  river,  about 
thirty  miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
The  tract  is  heavily  timbered  and  this 
product  will  engage  the  attention  of  the 
owners  before  a  start  is  made  toward 
developing  the  coal. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice-president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  and  Sidney 
A.  McManigal,  president  of  the  W.  J. 
Hamilton  Coal  Company,  both  of  whom 
were  :in  New  York  last  week  on  sep¬ 
arate  errands  connected  with  their  in¬ 
terests,  state  that  the  financial  outlook 
in  the  East  is  brightening. 

Figures  just  given  out  on  the  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  Hocking  Valley  railroad  for 
February  show  a  decrease  of  $14,000  on 
the  net  income,  as  compared  with  the 


same  month  of  1907.  On  the  same  com¬ 
parison  the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Central 
shows  a  net  gain  of  $20,000,  due  to  a  de¬ 
crease  in  operating  expenses. 

Hereafter  the  offices  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  will  be  found 
on  the  tenth  floor  of  the  Columbus 
Savings  &  Trust  building,  instead  of 
on  the  fifth.  The  change  was  made 
this  week,  with  a  view  to  securing 
quarters  more  suited  to  their  grow¬ 
ing  needs. 

The  announcement  has  been  received 
here  that  the  Clinchfield  Coal  Corpora¬ 
tion,  of  which  John  H.  Winder,  formerly 
president  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company, 
is  the  official  head,  will  establish  its 
general  offices  at  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
Coal  bunkers  costing  $100,000  are  to  be 
erected  near  that  city,  making  it  the  cen¬ 
tral  point  of  distribution. 

The  Loos  Coal  &  Building  Material 
Company  is  now  fully  installed  as  suc¬ 
cessor  to  Mrs.  Mary  Haviland,  at  East 
Main  street  and  the  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  tracks.  The  business  is  owned  en¬ 
tire  by  William  Loos,  a  popular  and  en¬ 
ergetic  Columbus  man,  whose  past  suc¬ 
cess  in  other  lines  of  trade  insures  that 
this  valuable  retail  coal  plant  will  be  an 
important  factor  in  the  local  field. 

The  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  & 
Iron  Company  has  issued  a  handsome 
booklet  containing  a  description  of  its 
new  modern  brick  plant,  recently  com¬ 
pleted  at  Kachelmacher,  in  the  valley. 
Illustrations  give  views  of  the  machin¬ 
ery  and  buildings  and  show  the  processes 
employed.  The  booklet  states  that  by 
a  curious  coincident  the  word  “Kachel¬ 
macher,”  the  name  of  the  president  of 
the  company,  after  whom  the  town  is 
named,  means,  when  translated,  “Brick- 
maker.” 

A  large  delegation  of  shippers, 
representing  all  classes  of  freight,  in¬ 
cluding  coal,  appeared  before  the 
State  Railroad  Commission  on  Mon- 
dya  for  tbe  purpose  of  securing  some 
uniform  system  for  weighing  cars. 
As  the  custom  now  exists,  dif¬ 
ferent  roads  have  different  rules, 
which  create  considerable  confusion 
and  dissatisfaction.  A  joint  com¬ 
mittee,  composed  of  both  ship¬ 
pers  and  railroad  men,  were  appoint¬ 
ed  to  go  over  the  matter,  and  April 
21  has  been  appointed  as  the  date  of 
meeting.  They  will  agree  on  some 
system,  and  their  report  will  then  go 
up  to  the  Railway  Commission  for 
final  adjustment.  One  of  the  reforms 
will  be  that  cars  shall  be  uncoupled 
from  other  cars  before  being  weighed 


Min*  31.  - Shafar  Min* 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Seey-Treaa. 

Detroit  Office :  88-91  Grlawold  Street 
H.  0.  Herideth,  Vlco-Prea. 

Miner*  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— “Manhattan" 
lump  reacreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


and  that  when  the  consignee  claims 
a  shortage  and  his  claim  is  substan¬ 
tiated  by  the  weight  record  he  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  pay  a  fee  for  the 
weighing  service. 


Western  Notes. 

The  Howe  Coal  Company  of  Strea- 
tor,  111.,  closed  its  shaft  permanently 
of  the  1st  of  April.  This  mine  em¬ 
ployed  between  seventy  and  eighty 
miners. 

Vessel  agents  and  shippers  in  gen¬ 
eral  unite  in  saying  that  there  will 'be 
a  late  opening  of  navigation  this  sea¬ 
son,  in  spite  of  the  small  amount  of 
ice  in  the  lakes.  They  predict  a  quiet 
season. 

F.  G.  Bader,  of  Astoria,  Ilk,  has 
purchased  the  mine  just  south  of  that 
town,  formerly  operated  by  the 
Eclipse  Coal  Company.  Mr.  Bader 
will  continue  to  work  tbe  mine  as  a 
local  operation. 

A  modern  tipple  and  other  build¬ 
ings  connected  with  the  mine  of  the 
Barton  Coal  Company  near  Barton, 
Ohio,  were  detroyed  by  fire  a  few  days 
ago.  The  tipple  and  buildings  will  be 
replaced  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  suit  has  been  filed  against  the 
Brown  &  Brown  Coal  Company,  of 
Detroit,  Mich.,  by  Mrs.  Anna  Weis- 
senhagen,  for  $3,000  damages  alleged 
to  be  due  on  account  of  the  caving 
of  one  of  tbe  company’s  coal  sheds 
against  her  house. 

John  Kane,  who  has  been  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  J.  R.  Crowe  Coal  & 
Mining  Company’s  shafts  at  Crowe- 
burg,  Kan.,  for  a  number  of  years, 
has  resigned  to  accept  a  similar  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  Cockerill  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  near  Croweburg. 

The  mine  No.  1  of  the  Union  Pa¬ 
cific  Coal  Company,  at  Hanna,  Wyo., 
in  which  seventy  miners  were  recently 
killed,  will  be  abandoned  and  sealed 
as  soon  as  all  of  tbe  bodies  have  been 
taken  out.  This  mine,  since  it  was 
first  opened,  has  cost  the  lives  of 
three  hundred  miners. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 

Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


Gentrtl  Offices : 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManigal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennish,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  38 


Illinois. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  33 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  36 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  6 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  9 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  216  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  6 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  36 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  44 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  36 
Henry  llolverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  44 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  855  Dearborn 

St . 31 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  2 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 

T.  T.  Flesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  36 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  38 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  40 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  6 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St .  2 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  44 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  216  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co..  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  .  6 

Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  2 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 


Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  I 


KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke. ...  40 


LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  40 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  44 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St.  8 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St . 3G 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St..  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  38 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

....  . .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St .  35 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St .  2 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 

’  Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  37 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  3 

Detroit—  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co....._.  33 
Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  34 

Jewett,  Bigelow  Si  Brooks .  7 

W.  R.  Johnson  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  34 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  36 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sundav  Creek  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  * 

Escanaha — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA. 

Duluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  30 
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Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

D„  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  St  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  36 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South. .  40 
Philadelphia  Si  Reading  Coal  Si  Iron  Co. .  44 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg .  40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 


MISSOUBL 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YOBE. 

Buffalo — 


D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

P.  Si  R.  C.  St  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  44 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  44 

Williams  &  Peters.  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  .  44 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  Si  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  38 
Castner,  Curran  Si  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  36 
Chesapeake  Si  Ohio  Coal  Si  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  Si  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  Si  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  31 

New  River 1  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway .  31 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co .  44 

Philadelphia  Si  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  5 

Ward  Si  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  37 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  37 

Williams  &  Peters.  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  Sc  Kemmerer,  New  York.......  10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  Sc  Eddy .  8 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 

Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co .  33 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg . 6 

Castner,  Curran  S:  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg...  36 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  36 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  38 

Howard  Colliery  Co . 6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  40 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  36 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  Si  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  5 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  4 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  40 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  36 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  28 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  39 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  28 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo— 

D.  L  S  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg..  36 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  30 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  27 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  8 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  38 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg.  .  io 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal .  44 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  38 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co .  40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  36 

Fittston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  27 

FF’Hipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Frovidence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  St  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  35 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 
Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  7 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  St  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  st .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 
Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 33 

'  New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  5 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  86 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

-  -’eston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  35 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  39 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  40 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  40 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave.  40 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirteenth 
.  St .  7 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  St  1.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg . 44 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  35 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  St  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane  . . .  8® 

Chesapeake  Si  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  34 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co . * .  6 
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Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  48 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa  . . . 34 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  35 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 83 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  30 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York . 37 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York . 37 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill...  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mig.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa.  Iowa. . .  35 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  34 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill .  46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  37 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louia.  32 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Coal  Cntters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  83 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 
Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  32 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  42 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

I-Iaiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York . 43 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago . 39 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  48 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  31 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Crossings  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 80 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  48 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  43 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill — .  42 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 


zingines  (Hoisting  and  Hanling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  41 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 


Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg . 32 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  88 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass . 48 

Explosive*. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 47 

Fans  (Ventilating). 


Capell  Fan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  31 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 
(Continued  on  page  32.) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  aceompany  order. 


WANTED:  Experienced  mine  su¬ 
perintendent  for  Indiana  operation.  A 
good  opening  for  the  right  man.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  73,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Soft  Coal  salesman  for 
Central  Illinois,  also  for  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Iowa.  Box  71,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 
yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  by 

operating  company  to  handle  all 
grades  Illinois,  Indiana  and  eastern 
coals  in  Chicago  and  vicinity.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  76,  care  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Book¬ 
keeper  or  stenographer.  Five  years’ 
experience  in  all  departments  ol 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  business. 
Address  Box  72,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 


POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  of  coal 

land;  located  in  the  famous  Southern 
Illinois  field;  thoroughly  tested  and  of 
unsurpassed  quality  and  quantity, 
with  excellent  shipping  facilities.  Sur¬ 
rounded  with  up-to-date  mines.  A 
bargain.  Full  particulars  and  price 
upon  application.  W.  A.  Hamilton, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

or  office  correspondent  with  first-class 
manufacturers  of  mine  car  wheels. 
Thoroughly  familiar  with  business 
and  territory.  Desire  to  change  for 
position  with  chances  for  advancement 
and  where  faithful  services  are  appre¬ 
ciated.  Good  references.  Address 
“Salesman,”  care  The  Black  Diamond. 

A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond.  _ 

FOR  SALE  —  257  acres  fine  coal 

land  on  Western  Maryland  railroad 
containing  Kittanning  and  all  other 
coal  up  to  big  vein,  controlling  front¬ 
age  of  about  4,000  acres  of  Kittanning 
and  Freeport  coal.  Very  desirable. 
Output  300  tons  daily.  Capacity  400. 
Electric  plant  comprising  two  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  electric  haulage  motors 
and  two  mining  machines,  one  125 
h.  p.  Erie  engine  and  boiler,  one  62J4 

k.  w.  Milwaukee  generators.  Address 

Herald,  Piedmont,  W.  Va. _ 

FOR  SALE — 450  acres  of  coal  land, 

of  first  quality  splint  coal,  on  the 
Kanawha  &  West  Va.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  vein 
opened;  analysis  shows  60  per  cent 
fixed  carbon.  Natural  gas  available. 
Abiel  Abbot,  53  South  St.,  New  York. 

WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 

TRUSTEE’S  SALE. 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
acres  coal  land,  near  Linton,  Ind. 
Capacity  1,500  tons  daily.  Fully 
equipped  and  operating.  Property  of 
the  Linton  Bituminous  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  bankrupt,  known  as  the  “Ham¬ 
ilton  Mine.”  Sale  May  7th,  1908, 
noon,  front  door  of  court  house, 
Sullivan,  Ind.  Address  inquiries  to 
German  American  Trust  Company, 
Trustee,  Indianapolis,  Inch _ 

PROPOSALS  FOR  FUEL,  MIN- 
eral  Oil,  Forage,  Straw  and  Horse¬ 
shoeing. — Chief  Quartermaster’s  Of¬ 
fice,  Federal  Building,  Chicago,  Ill., 
March  16,  1908. — Sealed  proposals,  in 
triplicate,  will  be  received  here,  and 
at  offices  of  the  quartermasters  at 
posts  named  below,  until  11  o’clock 
a.  m.  April  15,  1908,  and  then  opened, 
for  furnishing  Fuel  and  Mineral  Oil  re¬ 
quired  during  the  year  commencing  July 

l,  1908,  at  Chicago,  Ill.;  Fort  Sheridan, 
Ill.;  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind.;  Thom¬ 
as,  Ky.;  Brady  and  Wayne,  Mich.,  and 
sub-station,  Canton,  Ohio;  also  for 
furnishing  said  posts  and  stations  For¬ 
age  and  Straw  required  for  three 
months,  commencing  July  1,  1908,  and 
Horeshoeing  required  at  Chicago, 
Forts  Wayne  and  Brady,  Mich.,  dur¬ 
ing  said  year.  Information  furnished 
on  application  here  or  to  quartermas¬ 
ters  at  posts  named.  Envelopes  con¬ 
taining  proposals  to  be  indorsed  “Pro¬ 
posals  for  Fuel,”  etc.,  and  addressed 
to  Quartermasters  of  posts  named  or 
to  Lt.-Col.  W.  W.  Robinson,  Jr.,  C. 
Q.  M. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Go. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  O. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Kailroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhorn  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  th'e  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above. 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  USING - 

BUDA 

STANDARD 

SCALES 

The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  fully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  and 
many  other  styles  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(NASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway,  New  York 


Rejected  Cases  and  Interfere 
ence  Proceedings  a 
Specialty. 

Designs,  Trade-Marks,  Copyrights, 
Special  Facilities  for  Foreign 
Litigation. 

Expert  Service  Assured 

Write  Us 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Iflc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York. 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 

for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


U.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

o*  MABYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OB' 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Caa  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <S.  420,  17  Battery  PIa.ce,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  hom  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONGAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


I 


Make  a  Memo  of  it 

Yes,  just  make  a  memo  of  it,  that 
the  next  time  you  order  coal  it 
will  be  our  celebrated. 

Winifrede  Splint 


It  Jwill  be  the  best  coal)  move 
you’ve  made  in  many  a  day  if  you 
do  for  this  is  conceded,  by  all  deal¬ 
ers  who  KNOW,  to  be  the  highest 
grade  of  soft  coal  mined. 

It  will  not  slack  or  deteriorate.  It 
stocks  like  Cannel  and  takes  its 
place  for  grates  and  domestic  use. 


But^try  a  sample  car.  That’s  the 
best^evidence  we  can  offer) you. 


Hostler  Coal  and 
Coke  Co. 

355  DEARBORN  ST.  CHICACO 


REINFORCED 

CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  OBO.  A.  MoILROT 

C  0  N  C  R  ETE 
COAL  POCKETS 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  CO., 

Sole  Agents  for 

First  cost  and  maintenance 
is  less  than  wood. 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 

Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 

In  Connection 

with  the  designing  of  our 

Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

reinforced  concrete  coal 
pockets  and  fast  plant 
discharging  apparatus 
would  state  that  we  con- 

1  Broadway,  NBJW  Y OliK 

trol  several  valuable  pat¬ 
ents  in  this  line  for  the 
use  of  which  we  make  no 

A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

royalty  or  other  charges 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  States. 

to  our  clients. 

Read  by  Hankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Send  for  Bulletin  No.  4. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Correspondence  Invited 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

ADOLPH  SUCK 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 

Architect  and  Engineer 

OF  COAL  PLANTS 

Philadelphia  New  York 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

Witherspoon  Building  * 

_ _ _ 1 - 1 

Mention  The  Black  Diamowd  when  writing  adrrrtieerv 
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MINE  RAILS 

12-16-20  LB. 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

RAILS 

NEW  RELAYING 

M.  K.  FRANK 

PITTSBURGH 

m  FOR  SALE.  CnOICE 

DA  II  ^2  RE-LAYING 

B  1  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

™  ™  ^ m  (and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb., 

...  ,  ...  16  lb„  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  lor  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  vou 
want  them  delivered.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH  PA. 

®*We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS 

FOR  SALE 

A  LINK  BELT  BUCKET  CONVEYOR 

about  200  feet  long,  including  wheels  and 
shafting,  also  a  fine  28  H.  P.  Fairbanks  & 
Morsegasoline  engine.  The  above  has  been 
very  little  used  and  is  offered  for  sale  on 
account  of  altering  and  enlarging  our  yard. 
This  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  dealers  who 
contemplate  making  an  up  to  date  small  yard. 
WM.  H  JAMES  t,  BRO,,  5821  Halsted  St..  Chicago 

for  sale 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  (t.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  in.  gauge,  \%  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  HI. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN,  Quincy,  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co.,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  lor  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FURL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

THE  OHIO  RAIL  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of 

LIGHT  STEEL  RAILS 

12,  16,  20,  25,  30,  35  and  40  lb. 

Also  Joints  and  Spikes. 

Mills  at  Sales  office, 

Newark,  O.  Park  Bldg.,  Pittsburg 

« 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co.  Philadelphia 

HARK  bargains 

irv 

HAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

*r‘2lLNICKER's-ff 

in  St.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists  7 

1? _ o  1  _  Two  Steam  Mine 

TOT  OBie  Pum5?'  in  good 
condition-one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 

aa  w.h.d.totten.jr. 

▼  STEEL 

X  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumpinc  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT-  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REP08LIC  BlDC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


YOUGH  STEAM  PUMPS 

-  ""  MANUFACTURED  - 

BOYTS,  PORTER  &  COMPANY 

CONNELSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 

NINE 
PUMPS 
TANK 
PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 
PUMPS 

COMPOUND 
PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 

Size:  24xl2x36-incb  Mine  Pump. 

12-inch  Suction,  10-inch  Discharge. 

Electrical 
Power  Pumpa 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pomps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Pressure  Pomps 

Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pomps 

with 

Pot  Valve 
Water  Chamber 

Size:  8-inch  Plungers,  10-incb  Stroke,  8-inch  Suction,  6-inch  Discharge, 
20  H.  P.  Weatinghouse  Motor. 

Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valves.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
1  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


“FIRST  QUALITY” 

NEW  RAILS  STEEL 

12-16-20-25-30-35  40  lbs.  per  yard 

Joints  and  Spikes 

The  Joseph  Schonthal  Iron  Co. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

General  (The  W.  Virginia  Rail  Co. 
Sales  Agents  5  Mills.  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


Index  to  Advertisers. 
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Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co . I* 
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The  Dealer  Pockets  the  Profit! 


Link-Belt  Coal  Pockets  increase 
storing  and  delivering  capacities;  save  time 
and  drudgery;  prevent  car  demurrage  and 
put  into  the  dealer’s  pocket  21c  for  every  ton 
handled.  Count  up  what  that  means  in  a 
year — then  write  for  details. 

Link-Belt 

Company 


PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  INDIANAPOLIS 


1,600-ton  pocket  erected  for  M.  S.  Graybill,  Bareville,  Pa. 
Capacity  of  machinery ,‘40  tons  per  hour. 


NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 
SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 
DENVER 

Llndroth,  Shubart  &  Co. 


ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 
NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilrrvot  Machinery  Co. 


a 


LOOKING  FOR 
A  POSITION? 


TRY  an  ad  in  classified  columns 
of  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND— 
4  cents  per  word,  with  a  discount 
of  20  per  cent  if  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions. 
Classified  advertising  received  any 
time  Thursday,  will  appear  in 
Saturday’s  paper. 


STEEL  TIPPLES 


AND- 


Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE.  WIS. 


CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Mona.dnock  Bldg. 
HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


BUSINESS  AID 


gives  in  a  nutshell  business  world 
news  and  views,  points  or  methods,  things  different  editors  are 
saying,  new  ideas  from  business  conventions,  bus-ness  law  news  for 
store  and  office,  business  law  answers,  etc.  It’s  a  unique  Business 
Magaz-ne  you  want.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  Address 
“Business  Aid,”  112  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


New  Points 


will  keep  you  posted  on  new 

points  being  laid  down  in  costly 
litigation  which  may  be  worth  a 
Magazine  good  deal  to  know.  It  covers 

112  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL,  accounts,  contracts,  agency,  part¬ 

nership,  patents,  sales,  etc.  Try  it  a  year  for  25c;  4  months  10c.  It’s  a 
helper,  trouble  saver. 


Cincinnati  THE  Ci  G>  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


CHICAGO 

OldColonyBldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


NEW  RIVER  <&,  KANAWHA 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg.  LUIVL 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld'g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  II.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


34 


[April  11 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  — DOMESTIC  — PUREST 

Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.ra.tion 

« 

Prom  the  model  mines  oi  the  United  Stales  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Balden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons— 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  cast  and  West  via  Chesapeake  £  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

—  WRITE  FOR  PR  IC.ir.s- 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTTS  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agent9s 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


(f 


R.  S.  McVEIGH.  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati.  Ohio 
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COAL. 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY, 


1123  Majestic  Building 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  B(K  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DBS  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co., 


PITTSBURG 

Mnnufaoturera  of  Coal  <11,(1  Coke  Works  Equipment. 


Phillips 
Patent 
Automatic 
Cross-Over 

2  Springs  on  Horns  Protect  Cars. 

SCREENINQ  PLANTS  COMPLETE— Screens,  Screen  Ban,  Chalet,  Mine  Care,  ill  ifylao.  We  make  the  inly  almpla  and  ancetiailal  patent  wait!  packed  Car  Wheal  an  the  Market.  Let  os  aubmtt  plans  and  aallmatei. 


The  Simplest  and 
strongest  Tip 
made.  Guaran¬ 
teed  not  to  get  out 
of  order.  Capacity 
unlimited. 


No.  15] 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF  CO  K  I  E 

COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 


Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


Advertising  serves  to  introduce  salesman  to  customer — If  your  salesman  calls  upon  a  man  desired  as  a 
patron  and  finds  that  the  latter  knows  your  coal  or  machinery  through  your  advertising,  he  stands 
a  far  better  chance  than  he  would  if  the  advertising  had  never  been  seen. 


Ask  your  salesman  if  he  does  not  think  an  advertisement  in 
THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  would  help  him  with  his  trade. 


AN  OTTUMWA  STANDARD  STEAM  LOADER 

Loaders  for  all  materials,  either  electric  or  steam. 


DO  IT 


Now  IS  THE  TIME  TO  BUY 

Ottumwa  box  car  loaders. 

Why  wait  until  TOMORROW? 


OVER  300  IN  USE. 


LET  US  HAVE  YOUR  INQUIRIES. 


We  Manufacture  Stevens  Centrifugal  Mine  Fan. 

OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 

Main  Office  and  Factory  odamchpc  S  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent. 

OTTUMWA,  IOWA  BRANCHES  j  HOUSTON,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Mention  Thi  Black  Diamomd  when  wnting  id»ertii«rL 
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THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


POCAHONTAS 

TRADE  HARK  9E0ISTEREB 


Ow  registered  Trade  Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C,  C.  B,  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 


O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 


1*  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain.  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 


UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  f. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  I1L 
50  Congress  street,  Boston.  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Caal 

Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 


Weave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke.  V,. 

European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Henehurch  Ave  London  E.  C..  Eng 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINQHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

TRADE  ADfllRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tlde=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W. 


FINCH  * 

PINEY  FORK 


CO. 


GENERAL  OFFICE3 

BUILDING  CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 


Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 


Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vVML 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated ^COLCJN^I^AL  CONNELLSVILLE  CO  fo 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


AGENTS  AT 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO 

DETROIT 


ST.  PAUL 

ERIE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


/\  ug  p  A  D  A  D  I  ET  O  A  I  ETC  Ail  A  il  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
"  “  w  M  ~  M  D  t  C  O  A  L  L  O  sVI  A  N  $50  per  month.  It’a  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 


THE  BEACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1160-1159  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  !  |  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 


(Established  I860) 


MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gsauine  Cedar  Grove) 


Cincinnati^  Olxio 


Mention  Tmr  3t.ACK  Diaifom  when  vrrWno  adwwrtteert 


IRA  E.  STEVENS,  Western  Agent,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  IU. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


BUILDERS  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self»Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc, 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


OUR  NEW  STEEL  CAR. 

MINE  CARS,  ORE  CARS,  STONE  CARS,  COAL 
CARS,  QUARRY  CARS,  STEEL  CARS  AND 
CAR  WHEELS  OF  EVERY  -  DESCRIPTION.' 

WRITE  FOR  OUR  CATALOG. 


m 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 


Sure  as  the  lfever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 


THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 


We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  everv 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  97  Cedar  st.,  New  York 


iONO  DISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL 
1  PECTOh  6820 


P.O.  BOX  1982 


WARD  St  OLYPHANT 
COAL 


17  BATTERY  PLACE 


NEW  YORK 


TIDE.WATEB  BALES  AGENTS 


DELAWABE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAX, 


BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 


Anthracite  and 
Bituminous 


COAL 


1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The -Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Mention  Tn  Rlack  Diamowv  when  wrrtin  j  a<iverti«ers. 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM 

DOMESTIC 


COAL — FAIRMONT 


rn irr>  (  foundry 

LUKL{™£§ 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives,  SANDERS  &  CO..  LONDON 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 


Miners  and  Shippers 

Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 


J NO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 

Mines  K.  &  M.  R.y„  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  and 


ANTH  R ACITE 


COAL 


DAYTQ.M,  OHIO 


& 


of  New  York,  Colliery  Owners. 


ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peal*.  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Gen.  Mgr. 

J.  H.  Luml«y,  Treasurer. 

H.  W.  Henry,  Traific  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  M<r.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


$ 


E.  E.  Walling,  Gen.  Sales  Agl. 
W.  S.  Wallaca,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  STkanawhaAcoa?al 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miners  rvnd  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF 
Bituminous  Coal 


9» 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  <  Co.,  No:  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 
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Somerset  County  (Ps*..)  Smokeless  Coals 

Office,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TNEAS. 


ft.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER=KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 

PRODUCING 


Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band’’  and  “Blue  Creek” 
Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICACO 

a.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mgr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  ieae*iea7 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

.  .  _  CINCINNATI 

Tidewater  and  Export  Aganta  c.  e.  fultz.  Mgr. 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Boston, Mass.  Un,onnIom£  uol’-io 


Mention  Tax  Black  Diauohd  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Eastern  Mines  Will  Resume  May  First. 


President  Lewis  of  the  Mine  Workers,  Confronted  by  a  One-Year  Contract  at  Reduced  Wages  or  a 
Two-Year  Contract  at  the  Old  Scale,  Accepts  the  Latter  and  Plans  a  Referendum  Vote — 

Illinois  is  Deadlocked  over  the  Expense  of  the  Shot  Firers — Mines  Will 

Run  at  Slow  Rate  for  a  Month. 


I 

The  interstate  wage  conference,  representing 
the  miners  and  operators  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and 
western  Pennsylvania,  assembled  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  on  Tuesday  morning.  After  two  days 
of  preliminary  work  tentative  agreements  were 
arrived  at  which  will  assure  that  the  miners  will 
return  to  work  on  May  1st  with  a  limited  out¬ 
put  coming  from  the  mines. 

This  definite  result  is  the  outcome  of  con¬ 
cessions  made  on  both  sides.  The  mine  oper¬ 
ators  did  not  see  any  need  to  open  the  mines 
before  the  15th  of  May  or  the  1st  of  June,  but 
were  at  Toledo  for  the  purpose  of  entering  a 
bona  fide  contract  with  the  employes  and,  hav- 
,  ing  all  obstacles  removed,  could  see  no  fair¬ 
ness  in  delaying  the  opening  beyond  the  1st 
of  May.  The  mine  workers,  having  come  to 
the  convention  instructed  both  as  to  the  mini- 
mum_  scale  and  to  negotiate  only  a  one-year 
agreement,  were  forced,  by  the  operators,  to 
make  a  choice  between  submitting  either  a 
two-year  contract  or  a  reduction  in  wages  to 
their  locals  on  a  referendum  vote.  President 
Lewis,  of  the  Mine  Workers,  naturally  selected 
the  two-year  agreement  at  the  old  scale  as  the 
subject  to  be  voted  on  in  a  referendum  and  as 
the  result  of  the  convention  will  probably  take 
a  recess  about  Saturday  for  ten  days  until  the 
referendum  vote  can  be  taken.  The  communi¬ 
cation  to  the  mine  workers’  locals  will  be  so 
worded  that  their  concurrence  in  a  two-year 
contract  on  the  old  scale  will  be  practically 
assured. 

The  opening  session  of  the  convention  on 
Tuesday  morning  was  given  over  to  oratorical 
pyrotechnics,  the  city  of  Toledo,  through  its 
mayor  and  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
extending  welcoming  addresses,  responded  to 
by  Tom  L.  Lewis  as  temporary  chairman  of 
the  conference.  The  first  business  session  was 
on  Tuesday  afternoon.  In  this  developed  such 
*  debate  as,  for  a  time,  it  seemed  entirely  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  two  sides  were  not  going  to  be 
able  to  get  together.  Those  who  had  attended 
several  interstate  conferences,  made  the  asser¬ 
tion,  after  the  Tuesday  afternoon  meeting  that 
they  had  never  seen  a  convention  open  with 
so  much  strong  feeling  expressed  on  both 
sides.  The  leaders  of  the  debate  were  Presi¬ 
dent  Lewis  of  the  Mine  Workers  and  Phil  H. 
Penna  of  the  Indiana  Operators,  both  of  whom 
expressed  themselves  very  freely  on  certain 
subjects. 

Permanent  Organization. 

The  organization  of  the  convention  resulted 
in  the  selection  of  J.  B.  Zerbe  as  permanent 
chairman  and  W.  D.  Ryan,  secretary  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  as  permanent  secre¬ 
tary.  Frank  S.  Brooks,  of  Ohio,  was  selected 
as  assistant  secretary.  The  question  imme¬ 
diately  arose,  what  was  to  be  the  attitude  of 
the  convention  toward  the  immediate  resump¬ 
tion  of  operations  in  Ohio  and  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  state  of  Indiana  already  having 
its  mines  opened.  President  Lewis,  who  had 
by  this  time  surrendered  the  chair,  made  a 
speech  from  the  floor  in  which  he  urged  that, 
to  avoid  the  airing  of  any  ill  feeling  on  either 
side,  the  whole  matter  of  immediately  resum¬ 
ing  operations  in  those  two  states  be  referred 
either  to  a  special  committee  or  the  scale  com¬ 
mittee  when  appointed.  In  this  he  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  Horace  L.  Chapman,  chairman  of 
the  Ohio  delegation  of  operators. 

At  this  point  the  first  little  tilt  of  the  con¬ 
vention  appeared.  William  Green,  president  of 
the  Ohio  miners,  arose  and  offered  a  substi¬ 


tute  for  the  motion  previously  placed — the, 
purpose  of  which  was  to  refer  the  whole  mat¬ 
ter  to  the  scale  committee  when  appointed — 
that  the  matter  of  immediately  resuming  op¬ 
erations  be  taken  up  and  discussed  on  the 
floor.  Mr.  Chapman  objected  to  this  so  stren¬ 
uously  and  there  were  so  many  people  who 
opposed  Mr.  Green’s  motion  that  he  finally 
withdrew  it.  Before  doing  so,  however,  he 
put  himself  definitely  on  record  by  saying: 

“The  delegates  to  this  convention  are  as¬ 
sembled  here  to  discuss,  apparently,  a  private 
question,  but  one  which  has  a  direct  bearing 
upon  the  rights  of  a  third  party  interested  in 
the  outcome  of  this  session — the  general  pub¬ 
lic.  To  them  we  as  miners,  and  you  as  oper¬ 
ators,  owe  a  definite  responsibility.  If  the 
price  of  coal  is  unduly  influenced  by  any  ac¬ 
tion  taken  in  this  convention;  if  any  one  is 
compelled  to  go  without  fuel  to  warm  his 
house  or  run  his  factory,  you  operators  will  be 
held  responsible.  I  want  to  say  for  myself,  and 
to  be  put  on  record  as  saying,  that  the  Ohio 
mine  workers  are  ready  to  resume  work  now. 
If  there  is  any  delay  in  this  matter  it  is  your 
fault,  not  ours.” 

Pittsburgh  is  OpDOsed. 

At  this  juncture  Francis  J.  Feehan,  president 
of  district  No.  5  of  Pittsburgh,  declared  em¬ 
phatically  that  the  Pennsylvania  miners  were 
in  favor  of  keeping  the  mines  closed  until 
definite  agreements  had  been  reached.  The 
speech  was  short  and  to  the  point  and  that  it 
represented  the  entire  delegation  from  western 
Pennsylvania  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
a  storm  of  applause  from  their  quarter  ensued 
when  he  took  his  seat.  Mr.  Green  then  arose 
to  withdraw  his  motion  because  of  the  oppo¬ 
sition  expressed  by  so  many  members  of  the 
convention.  The  convention  finally  decided  to 
leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  scale  committee 
when  anpointed.  This  committee,  in  a  subse¬ 
quent  discussion,  decided  to  leave  the  mines 
closed  in  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  pend¬ 
ing  a  definite  agreement  on  the  part  of  the 
interstate  conference.  This  action  was  influ¬ 
enced  and  brought  about  by  the  definite  stand 
taken  by  the  miners  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
operators  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

After  having  disposed  of  the  question  of  im¬ 
mediately  resuming  work,  a  miner  by  the 
name  of  Kelly,  coming  from  Illinois,  arose 
to  make  a  protest  against  the  absence  of  the 
name  of  an  Illinois  miner  from  the  committee 
on  rules  and  demanded  in  the  name  of  the 
55,000  miners  of  Illinois  a  complete  represen¬ 
tation  on  the  scale  committee  to  be  appointed. 
In  supporting  his  claim  he  said  that  he  had 
appeared  there  at  the  request  of  the  officers 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  and  consequently 
was  regularly  present  at  a  meeting  of  his  or¬ 
ganization,  having  the  full  rights  of  all  other 
delegates. 

This  brought  about  a  reply  from  Phil  H. 
Penna,  commissioner  of  Indiana  Coal  Opera¬ 
tors’  Association,  who  declared  that  by  taking 
this  action  they  were  going  back  ten  years. 
He  said  all  of  the  confusion  in  the  last  ten 
years  had  resulted  from  permitting  miners  to 
participate  in  a  conference  when  their  opera¬ 
tors  were  not  present,  or  vice  versa;  that,  as  a 
means  of  safety  for  all  concerned,  it  had  been 
a  long  established  rule  of  the  interstate  con¬ 
ference  not  to  permit  anybody  to  participate 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  who  did 
not  have  a  definite  purpose  to  serve  in  keep¬ 


ing  with  the  general  purposes  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  itself. 

Charge  of  Collusion. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  on  his  feet  in  an  instant  to 
make  a  reply  to  this  saying  that  he  was  not 
there  by  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Penna  or  of  any¬ 
body  an  the  operators’  side  of  the  house  and 
did  not  propose  to  have  his  rights  in  the  con¬ 
vention  challenged  in  that  way.  He  wanted  to 
be  perfectly  frank  with  the  members  of  the 
convention  and  declared  that  the  reason  the 
Illinois  operators  were  not  present  was  that 
there  was  collusion  between  the  Illinois  oper¬ 
ators  and  those  of  the  other  three  states  to 
prevent  the  reaching  of  an  agreement  on  the 
part  of  the  miners  and  operators  and  that,  if 
present  negotiations  should  fall,  he  would  hold 
the  operators  engaged  in  this  collusion  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  outcome. 

Before  anyone  could  take  the  floor  President 
Lewis  had  the  attention  of  the  chair.  He 
called  upon  Mr.  Kelly  to  retract  what  he  had 
said  with  reference  to  collusion  between  the 
operators  and  said  that  he  would  say  nothing 
further  until  Mr.  Kelly  retracted  what  he  had 
said  and  asked  that  the  matter  be  stricken 
from  the  records.  Mr.  Kelly  arose  and  re¬ 
marked  that  he  would  withdraw  what  he  had 
said  about  the  collusion  and  asked  that  it  be 
stricken  from  the  records,  but  if  it  had  been 
anyone  but  Mr.  Lewis  who  made  the  request, 
he  would  not  have  retracted.  Mr.  Penna  was 
instantly  on  his  feet  to  ask  whether  the  rec¬ 
ord  would  show  not  only  the  withdrawal  of 
Mr.  Kelly’s  allusion  but  the  reason  for  it.  This 
was  followed  by  a  general  request  that  not 
only  the  speech  of  Mr.  Kelly  be  stricken  from 
the  records  but  the  speech  of  Mr.  Penna  and 
also  the  speech  of  Mr.  Lewis  to  Mr.  Kelly. 

Chairman  Zerbe  was  compelled,  at  one  time 
during  the  afternoon  session,  to  administer  a 
rather  mildly  put  but  none  the  less  definite 
rebuke  to  President  Lewis.  The  latter,  as  is 
the  custom  of  the  president  of  the  Mine 
Workers,  outlined  each  subject  next  up  for 
discussion  and  insisted  that  the  operators  and 
miners  should  express  themselves  on  whether 
the  scale  committee  should  be  anpointed  and 
the  whole  matter  of  scale  be  submitted  to  them. 
Several  started  to  speak  when  Chairman  Zerbe 
declared  all  of  them  out  of  order  and  said 
that  the  rules  provided  for  the  appointment  of 
a  scale  committee  and  hence  he  would  proceed 
with  the  nomination  of  members  from  the  va¬ 
rious  districts.  Whatever  of  a  rebuke  to  Mr. 
Lewis  there  was  in  this  ruling  was  overlooked. 
The  convention  finally  appointed  the  scale 
committee  and  decided  to  leave  the  whole  mat¬ 
ter  to  that  body.  Then  the  convention  ad¬ 
journed  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

Quiet  Work  Effective. 

It  was  after  the  adjournment  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  that  the  real  work  started.  Operators 
from  the  three  associations  held  conferences 
and  decided  on  what  they  wanted  individually. 
Indiana  insisted  that  the  fine  for  an  unneces¬ 
sary  strike  should  be  continued  in  full  force 
and  throughout  the  term  of  the  coming  con¬ 
tract.  Ohio  had  no  definite  recommendations 
to  make  except  that  it  supported  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  its  contention.  This  was  that  the 
miners  should  either  consent  to  a  reduction  in 
wages  for  the  ensuing  year  or  should  make  a 
two-year  contract. 

This  began  to  insert  complications  into  the 
discussion  which  promised  to  delay  the  agree- 
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ment  for  an  indefinite  period.  At  the  In¬ 
dianapolis  convention  of  the  Mine  Workers 
the  whole  organization  committed  itself  defin¬ 
itely  to  two  propositions.  One  was  that  the 
representatives  at  Toledo  should  not  accept  a 
lower  scale  or  longer  hours  of  work  than  was 
provided  by  the  scale,  which  expired  March 
31,  this  year.  The  second  was  that  the  Mine 
Workers  should  not  contract  for  more  than 
one  year.  The  demand  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  instructions  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
delegates  came  rather  violently  into  collision 
at  this  point  and  but  for  the  fact  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Lewis  was  conciliatory  in  all  of  his  atti¬ 
tudes,  extremely  conservative  and  inclined  to 
be  fair  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  a  pro¬ 
longation  of  negotiations  would  have  been  the 
inevitable  consequence. 

Instead  of  their  being  any  confusion  or  the 
slightest  bit  of  uneasiness  on  this  score,  both 
sides  adopted  an  argumentative  demeanor  and 
the  outcome  was  entirely  satisfactory.  It  was 
shown  by  the  Pennsylvania  operators  that  if 
they  made  a  one-year  contract  on  the  basis 
of  last  year’s  scale,  the  mine  workers  would 
be  in  a  position,  at  the  termination  of  this 
contract,  to  say  to  the  operators: 

“You  have  given  us  the  old  scale  during  a 
poor  year  for  coal  production,  therefore  you 
ought  to  be  able  this  next  year  to  give  us  a 
higher  rate  of  wage.” 

Pennsylvania  operators  were  not  willing  to 
be  forced  into  any  such  false  position  but  only 
consented  to  a  continuation  of  the  old  scale  on 
the  terms  that  the  mine  workers  should  enter 
a  two-year  contract  that  whatever  the  oper¬ 
ators  lose  this  year,  by  giving  a  higher  pay, 
could  be  made  up  in  part  next  year  when 
every  one  expects  that  business  will  be  better. 
This,  in  reality,  was  the  only  serious  conten¬ 
tion  in  the  whole  convention. 

It  soon  developed  that  President  Lewis 
would  have  to  ask  for  a  recess  of  the  con¬ 
vention  to  take  a  referendum  vote  on  one 
proposition  or  the  other.  He  selected  the  two- 
year  contract  rather  than  the  reduction  in 
wages  and  this  was  virtually  agreed  upon  late 
Wednesday  evening. 

Scale  Committee  Reduced. 

Matters  having  arrived  at  this  stage,  it  was 
agreed  that  negotiations  had  progressed  so 
satisfactorily  it  was  time  to  take  the  matter 
out  of  the  larger  scale  committee  and  submit 
it  to  a  smaller  scale  committee,  which  would 
have  just  half  the  number  of  members  that 
the  original  committee  had.  On  Wednesday 
night  about  eight  o’clock  the  miners  and  op¬ 
erators  began  to  select  members  for  the  sub¬ 
committee  and  this  held  a  meeting  on  Thurs¬ 
day  morning  at  ten  o’clock  to  take  up  the  mat¬ 
ters  under  consideration.  At  that  time  it  was 
expected  the  scale  committee  would  complete 
its  work  by  Friday  and  that  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon  or  Saturday  morning  the  general  con¬ 
vention  could  be  called  together  to  discuss 
the  report  of  the  committee  and  possibly  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  decision  to  take  a  recess  until  the 
mine  workers  could  complete  the  taking  of 
referendum  vote. 

In  this  respect  the  influence  of  President 
Lewis  of  the  Mine  Workers  will  be  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  upon  the  definite  outcome  of 
this  whole  question.  He  has  undertaken  to 
couch  his  communication  to  the  various  locals 
of  the  mine  workers  in  such  terms  that  the 
concurrence  of  the  mine  workers  will  be  prac¬ 
tically  assurred. 

Personality  of  Lewis. 

Something  between  three  and  four  hundred 
mine  operators  and  their  representatives  were 
present  at  the  conference  and  something  over 
five  hundred  delegates  appeared  from  the  mine 
workers’  organization.  This  was  the  first  in¬ 
terstate  conference  ever  conducted  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Lewis,  who  only  took  office  on  the  1st 
of  April.  Naturally  his  personality  and  atti¬ 
tude  were  subjects  of  keen  interest  and  scrut¬ 
iny  on  the  part  of  all  those  present.  Al¬ 
though  the  position  was  rather  trying,  Mr. 
Lewis  conducted  himself  to  the  entire  satis¬ 
faction  of  all  concerned.  As  temporar”  chair¬ 
man  he  replied  most  happly  to  the  address  of 
welcome  and  as  presiding  officer  displayed 


firmness,  precision  and  familiarity  with  parlia¬ 
mentary  usages. 

He  is  about  five  feet  six  inches  in  height, 
rather  spare  in  build,  lean  faced,  somewhat 
inclined  to  be  bald  and  wearing  a  carefully 
trimmed  mustache  trained  close  to  his  lip.  On 
the  street,  in  his  soft  hat,  which  is  of  a  little 
larger  crown  and  rim  than  Dame  Fashion 
would  suggest  for  Broadway,  and  with  a  roll 
turned-down  collar  and  black  four-in-hand  tie 
— not  adopted  nowadays  by  the  fops — he  looks 
like  a  typical  labor  leader.  His  personal  bear¬ 
ing  in  conversation  is  that  of  a  politician 
rather  than  a  labor  officer.  He  has  a  remark¬ 
able  aptitude  for  remembering  names,  faces 
and  incidents.  He  has  a  genial  humor,  which 
is  captivating,  and  a  decisive  way  of  saying 
things  which  leaves  very  little  to  the  imagina¬ 
tion.  As  a  presiding  officer  or  on  the  floor 
he  lays  aside  his  more  genial  nature  and  be¬ 
comes  a  piece  of  mechanism  which  works  with 
precision  and  exactness.  His  voice  is  strong, 
metallic  and  mechanical.  It  is  not  exactly 
pleasing,  although  it  is  resonant.  The  words 
come  out  distinctly  but  are  cold  and  seem  to 
have  been  chiseled  out  of  his  throat,  by  a  de¬ 
cided  effort,  and  hurled  at  the  ears  of  his 
auditors.  There  is  very  little  of  feeling  and 
very  little  of  oratorical  effort,  his  sole,  aim 
seeming  to  be  to  make  himself  clearly  under¬ 
stood. 

When  the  afternoon  convention  opened  on 
Tuesday  there  was  a  fusilade  of  remarks  from 
all  sides  of  the  house  which  Mr.  Lewis  stopped 
in  this  rather  abrupt  and  unique  way: 

“The  chair  wants  this  convention  to  under¬ 
stand  its  position.  I  am  going  to  make  a  rul¬ 
ing.  The  rules  of  this  convention  provide  for 
the  manner  in  which  business  is  to  be  con¬ 
ducted.  The  first  order  of  business,  according 
to  the  rules,  is  the  election  of  a  permanent 
organization.  I  am  going  to  proceed  with  the 
election  of  a  permanent  organization  before 
any  one  else  is  recognized  on  the  floor.  All 
those  who  have  spoken  or  desire  to  speak  are 
out  of  order.” 

A  little  later,  after  he  had  abandoned  the 
chair,  some  delegate  from  Ohio  arose  and, 
leaning  caressingly  on  the  back  of  a  chair,  be¬ 
gan  to  address  Mr.  Zerbe  in  this  fashion: 

“I  would  like  to  inquire  why  some  mines 
are  closed  and  some  are  permitted  to  stay 
open.  I  would  like  to  know' - ” 

About  this  time  the  whole  convention  began 
to  cuddle  down  into  its  collars  and  feel  abashed 
at  the  prospect  they  were  going  to  witness 
a  family  quarrel  in  the  ranks  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers.  At  a  sign  from  Mr.  Lewis 
the  man  who  was  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
the  speaker  grabbed  the  orator  forcefully  by 
the  coat  tail  and  dragged  him  into  his  seat. 
Mr.  Lewis  then  arose,  and  still  in  his  mechan¬ 
ical  way  of  speaking,  said: 

“The  question  of  why  some  mines  are  closed 
or  why  some  mines  are  open  is  not  before 
this  convention.  The  president  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  and  the  executive  council  are 
responsible  and  that  matter  is  not  properly 
a  subject  for  discussion  here.” 

When  Mr.  Kelly,  of  Illinois,  was  raising  his 
disturbance  with  the  charge  of  collusion,  Mr. 
Lewis  was  again  upon  the  floor. 

“I  am  not  making  this  as  a  prediction  nor 
as  an  official  communication,  but  Illinois  is 
not  able  to  agree  with  its  miners  and  probably 
will  not  be.  I  would  not  be  surprised  to  find 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois  in  this 
convention  tomorrow  morning  asking  to  have 
their  matters  straightened  out.  if  a  man 
wants  to  make  a  contract  and  can  not  get  it 
in  the  place  he  wants  it  he  goes  where  he  can 
get  it.  This  is  the  place  for  the  Illinois  peo¬ 
ple  to  get  their  contract  and  I  expect  to  see 
them  here.  I  want  to  serve  notice  on  this 
convention  now  that  if  the  Illinois  miners  ap¬ 
pear  here  and  the  Illinois  operators  do  not, 
we  shall  expect  this  convention  to  make  a 
scale  for  Illinois  regardless  of  the  absence  of 
the  Illinois  operators.  After  that  if  Illinois 
wants  to  go  to  work  it  will  have  to  accept 
this  scale  or  none.” 

Lewis  Not  a  Radical. 

On  the  face  of  it  such  a  remark  will  seem 
to  bear  with  it  the  reputation  which  Mr.  Lewis 
has  had  for  radicalism.  In  reality  the  man  is 


not  a  radical.  He  has  a  very  forceful  way  of 
saying  things  and  when  he  understands  that 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  on  any  sub¬ 
ject  he  wants  all  sides  to.be  perfectly  free  and 
open  in  the  discussion  of  any  matter  what¬ 
ever.  He  would  rather  be  misunderstood  than 
let  an  injustice  go  unchallenged.  It  is  not  his 
attitude  toward  things  but  his  manner  of  ex¬ 
pressing  his  opinion  which  has  given  him  a 
reputation  for  radicalism.  When  he  is  thor¬ 
oughly  understood  his  position  is  perfectly 
natural  and  honest  to  an  extreme.  For  in¬ 
stance,  in  the  discussion  of  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  miners  of  Illinois  and  the  interstate 
agreement  he  comes  out  flat-footed  with  the 
assertion: 

“If  there  is  any  injustice  being  done  to  Illi¬ 
nois  or  any  injustice  being  done  to  any  one 
of  the  four  states  by  the  miners  or  anybody 
else  affiliated  with  the  miners,  this  matter 
ought  to  be  brought  up  and  discussed  freely 
in  the  interstate  conference.  If  Illinois  has 
any  grievance  against  us  or  against  the  oper¬ 
ators  of  the  other  state,  she  should  come  here 
and  express  them  and  have  the  thing  talked 
over.  I  do  not  believe  in  submitting  to  an  in¬ 
justice  myself  nor  do  I  believe  that  our  or¬ 
ganization  would  permit  any  one  to  suffer  an 
injustice  at  our  hands  when  the  remedy  lay 
with  us.  But  we  will  never  arrive  at  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  these  injustices  or  reach  their 
solution  without  perfectly  free  and  candid 
discussion.” 


Deadlock  in  Illinois. 

It  now  begins  to  look  as  if  the  Illinois  miners 
and  operators  were  going  to  be  deadlocked  be¬ 
fore  they  get  through  with  their  conference,  and 
possibly  the  Illinois  mines  will  be  closed  for  a 
much  longer  time  than  has  been  commonly  sup¬ 
posed. 

The  miners  and  operators  have  been  in  ses¬ 
sion  all  of  this  week  and  on  Thursday  the  scale 
committee  was  able  to  make  a  report  on  the  es¬ 
sentials  of  the  scale.  Very  little  difference  is 
made  in  the  prices  or  conditions  and  consequently 
there  is  very  little  occasion  there  for  any  misun¬ 
derstanding  between  the  two  sides  to  the  confer¬ 
ence.  The  big  obstacle  comes  when  the  miners 
try  to  throw  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  operators 
the  expense  of  the  shot  firers.  The  shot  firers 
that  are  employed  in  the  mines  of  Illinois  are 
there  in  obedience  to  a  law  placed  upon  the 
statute  books  something  over  a  year  ago.  The 
law  was  enacted  at  the  specific  request  of  the 
Mine  Workers,  who  have  seen  in  it  a  means  of 
cutting  down  the  danger  of  disaster.  The  opera¬ 
tors  insisted  at  first  that  inasmuch  as  the  miners 
had  this  law  passed  they  should  bear  the  burden 
and  the  pay  of  the  shot  firers  has  been  taken 
out  of  the  compensation  due  the  miners  for  tak¬ 
ing  out  the  coal.  This* year  the  miners  have 
wanted  the  operators  to  bear  this  expense  and 
the  latter  have  refused  absolutely  to  do  so.  This 
is  going  to  be  the  big  bone  of  contention,  and  it 
looks  now  as  if  somebody  would  have  to  back 
down. 

There  has  been  no  suggestion  so  far  of'  any 
compromise  measure,  the  operators  demanding 
that  the  miners  assume  all  of  the  expense.  This 
attitude  on  the  two  sides  becomes  very  embar¬ 
rassing  when  it  is  known  that  over  two-thirds  of 
the  delegates  to  the  state  conference  have  been 
sent  there  specifically  instructed  by  members  of 
their  locals  to  vote  for  the  shifting  of  this  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  operators’  side.  The  delegates  to 
the  conference  have  no  alternative  than  to  do 
as  instructed.  If,  in  the  course  of  negotiations, 
the  miners  are  convinced  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  them  to  get  the  operators  to  bear  this  ex¬ 
pense  or  if  there  is  any  suggestion  of  a  compro¬ 
mise,  by  which  the  expense  shall  be  shared  equal¬ 
ly  between  the  miners  and  operators,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  miners  to  withdraw  that  they 
may  hold  a  state  convention  to  take  some  other 
action. 

It  looks  now  as  if  the  question  of  a  compro¬ 
mise  measure  would  likely  be  raised  and  that  the 
miners  would  have  to  take  a  referendum  vote  on 
this  proposition.  The  Illinois  operators  are  not  in 
a  position  just  now  to  make  concessions  to  any 
one,  especially  any  concessions  which  will  mean 
an  increased  outlay  of  money,  and  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  assume  the  burden  of  expense  which 
the  miners  want  to  force  upon  them.  The  next 


No.  16] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


13 


few  days  will  determine  whether  the  miners  and 
operators  will  be  able  to  compromise  their  dif¬ 
ferences  and  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  conclu¬ 
sion. 

Is  There  a  Conspiracy? 

* 

In  operating  circles  generally  throughout  the 
country  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  discussion 
of  the  attitude  of  the  Illinois  miners  and  operators 
with  regard  to  the  employment  of  union  men  in 
the  non-association  mines.  At  the  Toledo  con¬ 
vention  this  week  the  question  was  raised 
whether  such  an  action  in  Illinois  would  not  lay 
the  miners  and  operators  open  to  a  charge  of 
conspiracy.  The  situation  as  explained  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Lewis  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  is  com¬ 
paratively  simple.  The  United  Mine  Workers  do 
not,  even  in  places  where  they  have  a  closed  shop, 
demand  the  discharge  of  a  non-union  miner.  They 
first  request  the  miner  to  join  the  union,  and  if 
he  refuses  they  make  it  a  matter  of  choice  with 
the  operators  between  the  non-union  miner  or 
the  union  miners  collectively.  A  very  delicate  legal 
point  is  made  in  that  because  the  miners  do  not 
demand  of  the  operator  that  he  shall  discharge 
a  union  man  but  simply  makes  the  operator  de¬ 
cide  between  the  services  of  non-union  and  union 
men. 

Applying  this  particular  point  to  the  Illinois 
conference,  Mr.  Lewis  says  that  the  Illinois  opera¬ 
tors  have  a  perfect  right  to  say  to  the  Illinois 
union  miners  that  they  must  decide  between  the 
non-associaticn  and  the  association  mines  and 
that  they  will  refuse  to  employ  union  miners  in 
the  association  mines  if  the  miners  insist  upon 
employing  union  miners  in  non-association  mines. 
But  if  the  association  operators  endeavored  to 
compel  the  mine  workers  to  withdraw  their  men 
from  the  non-association  mines,  Mr.  Lewis  be¬ 
lieves  there  would  be  evidence  of  a  conspiracy 
provided  the  mine  workers  consented  to  be  co¬ 
erced  in  this  fashion. 


Block  Scale  Signed. 

There  will  be  no  strike  or  suspension  in  the 
block  coal  district  of  Indiana  this  year.  The 
joint  scale  committee  representing  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  district  8,  of  Indiana,  and 
the  Block  Coal  Operators’  Association  have 
signed  up  a  mining  scale  for  the  ensuing  year 
which  is  identically  the  same  as  the  block 
coal  miners  have  been  working  under  the 
last  two  years,  with  the  exception  of  the 
funeral  benefits. 

The  miners  submitted  a  number  of  demands 
to  the  operators  but  the  latter  demanded  the 
old  scale  without  any  changes  and  the  miners 
withdrew  their  demands. 

The  scale  provides  for  a  basic  price  of  $1 
a  ton  for  block  mining  for  coal  of  the  standard 
height  of  three  feet.  The  scale  for  the  day 
men  remains  the  same,  $2.56  for  inside  men, 
blacksmiths  $2.85,  and  outside  laborers  $2.0214. 
The  machine  scale  remains  at  53 14  cents  a 
ton  for  loading,  shooting  and  timbering,  ma¬ 
chine  runners  and  helper  25  cents  a  ton  and 
when  working  by  the  day,  runners  will  receive 
$3.0314  cents,  helpers  $2.70  and  motormen 
$3.0334. 

The  scale,  which  goes  into  effect  April  1, 
1908,  for  one  year,  was  ratified  by  the  miners’ 
convention  and  signed  up  by  the  scale  com¬ 
mittee  representing  the  operators  and  miners. 
The  one  change  in  the  district  scale  is  the 
new  plan  of  collecting  funeral  benefits  which 
is  satisfactory  to  both  the  miners  and  opera¬ 
tors. 

This  plan  is  for  the  miners  and  operators 
to  pay  an  assessment  of  three  cents  a  month 
into  a  funeral  benefit  fund.  Each  miner  in  the 
district  will  pay  three  cents  a  month  and  the 
operators  will  pay  three  cents  a  month  for 
each  miner  in  their  employ.  The  funeral  bene¬ 
fit  fund  will  be  checked  off  and  paid  to  Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer  Fogg,  who  will  have  charge  of 
the  fund.  When  a  miner  is  killed  the  widow 
will  receive  $40  from  this  fund  toward  paying 
the  funeral  expenses.  If  a  considerable  sur¬ 
plus  accumulates  in  the  fund  the  assessment 
will  be  discontinued  until  such  a  time  as  the 
fund  is  exhausted.  The  plan  will  also  provide 
for  the  assessment  being  increased  in  cases 
of  necessity. 

The  miners  abandoned  their  demand  that 
the  operators  move  the  dirt  for  the  entrymen. 


The  conditions  in  this  district  have  always  re¬ 
quired  the  entrymen  to  “gob”  their  own  dirt, 
where  they  do  not  now  have  to  go  more  than 
eight  rooms  back.  As  there  is  a  large  accu¬ 
mulation  of  dirt  in  driving  entries  the  entry- 
men  lose  a  great  deal  of  time  in  having  to 
dispose  of  this  dirt  and  the  miners  were  ask¬ 
ing  the  operators  to  consent  to  have  the  day 
men  to  do  this  work. 

The  operators  refused  to  take  care  of  the 
dirt  for  the  entrvmen  on  the  ground  that  it 
changes  the  established  custom  which  has  been 
in  effect  in  the  district  ever  since  coal  mining 
was  begun  and  also  for  the  reason  that  such  a 
change  would  increase  the  price  per  ton  of 
producing  coal.  The  additional  cost  to  the 
company  would  be  small,  but  the  miners  are 
practically  pledged  not  to  demand  anything 
which  will  increase  the  cost  of  producing  coal 
and  the  miners  were  forced  to  abandon  the  de¬ 
mand  to  get  a  settlement. 


The  Texas  Scale. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  April  16.— According  to 
an  announcement  given  out  by  the  operators  late¬ 
ly  in  conference  here  with  representatives  of  the 
Mine  Workers’  Union,  the  contract  effective  until 
April  1,  1909,  has  been  signed.  The  wage  scale, 
affecting  about  2,500  miners,  is  as  follows  : 


For  mining — 

Thurber  . 

Red  Rock  . 

Strawn  . 

Lyra  . 

Bridgeport  . 

Day  scale  (eight  hours)— 

Tracklayers  . 

Helpers  . 

Ventilators  . 

Cagers  . 

Drivers  . 

Linemen  . 

Pushers  . 

Water  bailers  . 

Underground  pumpers  . 

Motormen  brakemen  . 

Sinkers  and  development  workers . 

Machine  runners  . 

Machine  runner  helpers . 

Miners  when  taken  from  their  face  to  do 

pany  work  . 

Spraggers  . 

Trappers  . 

Engineers,  first  class,  per  month . 

Engineers,  second  class,  per  month . 

Engineers,  third  class,  per  month . 

Blacksmiths,  first  class,  per  day . 

Blacksmiths,  second  class,  per  day . 

Dynamo  tenders,  per  day. . . 

Firemen,  per  day . 

Yardmen,  per  day . 

Trimmers,  per  day . 

Slate  men  . 

Dumpers  . 

Check  pullers  . 

All  other  outside  day  labor . 

Piece  work — 

Entry  brushing,  per  yard . 

Back  brushing,  per  yard . 

Back  Brushing  (Bridgeport),  per  yard . 

Brushing  straights,  per  yard . 

Cribs,  each  . 

Room  turning,  each  . 

Yardage,  straights,  per  yard . 


Per  ton. 

- $1.22)4 

-  1.25 

-  1.22)4 

- 1.30 

- 1.46 

-  2.56 

_  2.36 

_  2.56 

_  2.56 

_  2.56 

_  2.56 

_  2.56 

_  2.56 

_ 2.56 

_  2.56 

-  3.03 

_  3.00 

- 2.75 

com- 

_  2.81 

_  1.75 

_  1.13 

_ 79.00 

_ 73.00 

_ 65.00 

_ 3.00 

-  2.75 

_  2.02)4 

- 2.02)4 

- 2.02)4 

_  2.02)4 

_  2.02)4 

_  2.02)4 

_  1.75 

_ 2.02)4 


1.25 

1.20 

1.15 

.50 

.75 

2.50 

.50 


Automatic  Starting  Devices. 

To  users  of  electric  power  few  devices  em¬ 
ployed  in  connection  with  motors  are  so  in¬ 
teresting  as  the  “self-starter.”  The  construc¬ 
tion  and  operation  of  the  solenoid  which  is  a 
characteristic  feature  of  these  automatic  motor 
starters  are  doubtless  familiar  to  most  readers 
but  unless  one  has  been  able  to  keep  in  close 
touch  with  the  development  of  electrical  ap¬ 
paratus  in  recent  years,  he  is  likely  to  be  as¬ 
tonished  at  the  results  accomplished  by  this 
little  coil  of  wire  which,  when  energized  by 
the  passage  of  current  through  it,  sucks  up  its 
plunger  (or  core),  thus  closing  the  circuit  to 
the  motor. 

The  travel  of  the  plunger  itself  seldom  ex¬ 
ceeds  a  few  inches  but  this  slight  movement 
is  sufficient  to  enable  the  self-starter  to  cut 
one  step  of  resistance  after  another  out  of 
circuit,  bringing  the  motor  up  to  full  speed. 
A  dashpot  is  sometimes  combined  with  the 
starter  arm  operated  by  the  solenoid  for  the 
purpose  of  prolonging  the  period  of  accelera¬ 
tion  and  thus  obtaining  the  gradual  increase 
in  speed  so  vital  to  the  satisfactory  operation 
of  electric  motors. 

In  some  nlants  automatic  motor  starters 
are  installed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  prevent¬ 
ing  careless  employees  from  starting  up  the 


motors  too  suddenly,  but  the  value  of  the  self¬ 
starter  consists  chiefly  in  the  fact  that  when 
combined  with  suitable  energizing  devices  such 
as  float  switches,  pressure  regulators,  limit 
switches,  or  even  a  push  button  switch,  it  dis¬ 
penses  altogether  with  the  need  of  employing 
someone  to  start  and  stop  the  motor  at  the 
proper  time,  or  else  the  one  charged  with  this 
duty  to  control  the  motor  from  a  distance. 

A  good  example  of  the  advantage  of  remote 
control  is  found  in  mining  work  where  (in 
mines  employing  manually  operated  starting 
boxes),  it  is  ofttimes  necessary  to  send  a  man 
down  the  shaft  to  start  a  motor.  In  mines 
where  self-starters  are  installed,  every  motor 
can  be  controlled  by  switches  located  in  the 
power  house,  or  at  any  other  convenient  point. 

In  connection  with  electrically  operated  ele¬ 
vators,  hoists,  etc.,  the  self-starter  insures  a 
smooth  start  and  gradual  acceleration  to  full 
speed,  since  by  means  of  the  dash-pot,  referred 
to,  the  starting  period  is  predetermined  and  is 
not  affected  by  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
operator. 

In  connection  with  motor  driven  pumps  and 
air  compressors  the  self-starter  finds  one  of  its 


Simple  Form  of  Self-Starter. 


widest  fields  of  usefulness.  By  means  of  a 
switch  operated  by  a  copper  float  in  the  tank 
the  circuit  to  the  motor  is  automatically  opened 
and  closed  through  the  self-starter  whenever 
the  water  in  the  tank  reaches  a  predetermined 
high  or  low  level.  The  same  device  may  be 
used  in  sump  pits  or,  indeed,  wherever  there 
is  sufficient  change  in  water  level  to  operate  a 
float  switch. 

In  compression  tank  systems,  and  when 
used  with  air  compressors,  a  pressure  gauge  is 
substituted  for  the  float  switch,  the  circuit  be¬ 
ing  made  and  broken  as  the  needle,  or  indi¬ 
cator,  moves  back  and  forth  between  two  fixed 
points. 

Aside  from  the  uses  above  indicated,  the 
self-starter  is  widely  employed  in  solving  spe¬ 
cial  problems  involving  electric  control.  One 
of  the  most  interesting  installations  of  this 
sort  of  a  system  of  remote  control  designed 
and  built  by  the  Cutler-Hammer  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  of  Milwaukee,  for  The  Milwau¬ 
kee  Coke  &  Gas  Company.  Here  self-starters 
are  installed  with  the  motors  operating  the 
conveyors  that  carry  the  coal  from  the  various 
bins  to  the  delivery  wagons.  A  pilot  switch¬ 
board  located  in  the  delivery  office  enables  the 
manager  to  keep  the  loading  of  various  grades 
of  coal  literally  “under  his  thumb.” 


Coal  Company  In  Trouble. 

Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  April  16. — The  Hamilton 
Coal  Company  of  Newburg  has  failed  and  F.  R. 
Hustead,  formerly  division  superintendlent  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  has 
been  appointed  receiver.  Mr.  Hustead  has  been 
general  manager  of  the  coal  company  for  some 
time  past,  having  taken  charge  of  the  affairs  of 
the  company  when  he  left  the  service  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  several  years  ago.  No  reason 
is  given  for  the  failure.  The  mines  of  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  kept  in  operation  as  formerly,  but 
will  be  managed  by  the  receiver  for  the  creditors 
of  the  company. 


Alexander  Zagelmeyer  has  been  appointed  com¬ 
missioner  of  the  coal  operators’  association  of 
Michigan,  succeeding  Thomas  W.  Davis. 
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Financial  Affairs  of  the  Coal  Trade. 


Fairmont  Coal  Co. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Fairmont  Coal 
Company  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 
1907,  compares  as  follows: 


1907.  1906,  1905. 

Gross . $4,860,327  $4,516,558  $3,518,675 

Operating  exp.  and  dep.  3,416,299  3,181,330  2,848,964 


Net . $1,444,028  $1,335,258  $  669,709 

Other  income .  579,273  448,523  320,996 


Total  income . $2,223,301  $1,783,781  $  990,705 

Charges  . *1,077,511  1,250,353  859,389 


Surplus . $  946,790  $  633,428  $  132,316 


‘Includes  $240,000  in  dividends  paid  in  1907. 

Add  to  the  above  surplus  $946,790,  profit  and 
loss  surplus  on  December  31,  1906,  $3,470,459, 
total  $4,417,248,  less  discount,  reduction  in 
value  of  securities  owned,  etc.,  $304,808,  mak¬ 
ing  the  profit  and  loss  surplus  on  December 
31,  1907,  $4,112,440.  The  production  of  the 
Company  since  its  organization  shows  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Crushed 


Coal, 

Coke, 

coke. 

gross  tons. 

net  tons. 

net  tons. 

1901,  6  months . 

_  1,975,415 

85,064 

9,671 

1902 . 

_  3,934,217 

314,768 

15,178 

1903 . 

_  3,691,783 

206,468 

8,263 

1904 . 

_  3,750,176 

68,473 

3,747 

1905 . 

_  3,748,230 

106,085 

10,955 

1906 . 

_  4,257,999 

145,828 

9,906 

1907 . 

_  4,323,882 

151,277 

9,261 

Totals . 

.  25,981,702 

1,077,953 

66,981 

Somerset  Coal  Co. 


Somerset  Coal  Company’s  annual  report  for 


the  year  ended  December  31,  1907,  compares 
as  follows: 

1907.  1906.  1905. 

Gross  . $2,368,865  $1,957,370  $1,606,270 

Expenses  and  dep .  1,878,793  1,559,139  1,359,095 


Net . $  490,072  $  398,231  $  247,175 

Other  income .  150,065  26,840  21,445 


Total  income . $  640,136  $  425,071  $  268,620 

Charges,  taxes,  etc .  356,534  264,834  240,289 


Surplus . $  283,603  $  160,237  $  28,331 


The  amount  to  credit  of  profit  and  loss  on 
December  31,  1906,  was  $992,224,  less  accounts 
adjusted  and  discounts  on  securities  sold  $29,- 
923,  plus  surplus  for  1907  as  above,  makes  a 
profit  and  loss  surplus  on  December  31,  1907, 
of  $1,245,904.  The  surplus  for  the  year,  $283,- 
603,  after  charges,  taxes,  etc.,  is  equal  to  7.07 
per  cent  on  the  $4,000,000  capital  stock.  The 
statement  of  the  company’s  production  since 
its  organization  shows  as  follows: 


Year. 

1902,  11  months . 

1903 . 

Coal, 

gross  tons. 

Coke, 
net  tons. 
27,817 

1904 . 

271 

1905 . 

1 90G . 

1907 . 

65,744 

Totals 


7,921,043  215,381 


Consolidation  Coal  Co. 

1  lie  Consolidation  Coal  Company  of  Mary¬ 
land  has  issued  its  full  pamphlet  report  for 
the  year  ended  December  31,  1907.  The  in¬ 
come  account  compares  as  follows: 

„  .  1907.  1906.  1905. 

Earnings— 

Mines,  R.R.’s  &  marine. $4,634,804  $4,310,608  $4,165,437 
Other  income .  374,195  497,232  312,047 


Total  receipts . $5,017,999  $4,807,840  $4,477,484 

Operating  expenses .  2,899,774  2,788,027  2,829,078 


Net . $2,118,225  $2,019,812  $1,648,406 

Interest,  taxes,  dep.,  etc. .  646,816  591,108  631,117 


Balance . *$1,471,409  $1,428,704  $1,017,289 

Dividends  .  820,000  820,000  615,000 


Surplus  for  year . $  651,409  $  608,704  $  402,289 

Previous  surplus . .  3,392,807  2,783,780  2,564,950 


Total  surplus . $4,044,216  $3,392,484  $2,957,239 

Adj.  of  accounts .  14,849  322  173,459 


P.  &  L.  surplus . $4,029,367  $3,392,806  $2,783,780 

‘Equal  to  14.5  per  cent  on  the  $10,250,000  Consolida¬ 
tion  Coal  capital  stock. 

The  total  output  for  the  year  of  coal  mined 
by  the  company  was  2,092,016  tons,  a  decrease 
of  36,863  tons  as  compared  with  the  preceding 


year.  The  coal  mined  by  the  lessees  of  the 
company  on  royalty  amounted  to  420,463  tons, 
as  compared  with  368,292  tons  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1906,  an  increase  of  52,- 
171  tons.  The  coal  tonnage  handled  by  the 
C.  &  P.  R.  R.  during  the  year  amounted  to 
3,718,786  tons,  distributed  as  follows: 


Tons. 

To  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad .  2,900,936 

To  Pennsylvania  Railroad .  416,692 

To  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Canal .  203,527 

To  local .  197,731 


This  tonnage  is  a  decrease  of  47,362  tons  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year. 


Lehigh  Valley  R.  R. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  issues 
the  following  statement  of  operation  for  the 
month  of  February,  1908,  and  eight  months : 


February —  1908. 

Total  operating  revenue . $2,116,331.01 

Total  operating  expenses .  1,786,150.08 


Net  operating  revenue . $  330,180.93 

Taxes  .  94,300.00 


Operating  income . $  235,880.93 

Eight  months  ended  February  29,  1908 — 

Total  operating  revenue . $24,241,955.10 

Total  operating  expenses .  15,888,353.05 


Net  operating  revenue . • . $  8,353,602.05 

Taxes  .  754,400.00 


Operating  income . $  7,599,202.06 


The  earnings  and  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1,  1907,  being  stated  in  accordance  with  the  new 
classification  ordered  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion,  comparison  with  the  figures  of  the  corresponding  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  previous  year  would  be  misleading,  as  the 
Commission,  among  other  changes,  has  ordered  discon¬ 
tinued  the  method  heretofore  employed  of  charging  to  ex¬ 
penses  from  time  to  time,  as  necessary,  to  maintain  the 
equipment,  the  cost  of  new  locomotives  or  cars,  and  in¬ 
stead  has  directed  a  monthly  charge  to  expenses  for  depre¬ 
ciation,  beginning  with  the  month  of  July,  1907. 


Norfolk  &  Western  Railway. 


The  financial  statement  of  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  Railway  for  February  and  for  eight 
months  compares  as  follows : 

FEBRUARY,  1908. 


1908 

Miles  operated .  1,877 

Total  earnings .  $1,818,320.53 

Total  expenses .  1,193,017.69 

Net  earnings .  625,302.84 

Deduct  fixed  charges  &  taxes  441,059.98 


1907 

1,876 

$2,438,706.93 

1,570,242.55 

868,464.38 

402,206.66 


Surplus  .  $  184,242.86  $  466,257.72 

Proportion  of  expenses  to 

gross  earnings .  66%  64% 

FOR  8  MONTHS  JULY  1  TO  FEBRUARY  29. 


1908  1907 

Average  miles  operated .  1,877  1,875 

Earnings — - 

Passenger,  mail  and  express.?  3,540,685.97  $  3,345,736.40 
Freight  .  17,208,675.73  16,737,985.08 


Total  earnings . $20,749,361.70 

Operating  Expenses — 

Maintenance  of  way  and 

structures  .  2,555,736.75 

Maintenance  of  equipment...  3,564,420.73 

Traffic  expenses .  318,183.46 

Conducting  transportation...  6,749,635.43 
General  expenses .  398,487.59 


$20,083,721.48 


2,669,412.65 

3,384,249.25 

327,644.96 

5,893,538.77 

364,015.13 


Total  expenses . $13,586,463.96 

Net  earnings .  7,162,897.74 

Deduct  fixed  charges  &  taxes  3,488,573.30 


$12,638,860.76 

7,444,860.72 

3,076,875.55 


Surplus  . $  3,674,324.44 

Proportion  of  expenses  to 

gross  earnings . .  65% 


$  4,367,985.17 
63% 


Hocking  Valley  Railway. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Hocking  Valley 
Railway  for  February  and  since  July  1,  1907, 
compares  as  follows : 


February — 

1908. 

1907. 

Total  operating  revenue.. 

..$ 

348,912.48 

$ 

498,594.59 

Operating  expenses . 

272,375.65 

377,992.28 

Net  operating  revenue. 

..$ 

76,536.83 

$ 

120,602.31 

I  axes  . 

17,489.12 

18,985.95 

Operating  income  . 

.  .$ 

59,047.71 

$ 

101,616.36 

Other  income . 

45,417.28 

991.93 

Total  available  income. 

.  .$ 

104,464.99 

$ 

100,624.43 

Deductions  from  income.. 

84,380.26 

66,454.74 

Net  income  . 

..$ 

20,084.73 

$ 

34,169.69 

From  July  1st — 

1  otal  operating  revenue.. 

4.390,460.09 

4,524,776.46 

Operating  expenses . 

3,025,665.43 

2,968,700.73 

Net  operating  revenue.  .. $1,370,794.66 
Taxes  .  155,964.60 


Operating  income . $1,214,830.06 

Other  income .  711,239.88 


Total  available  income.  .  .$1,926,069.94 
Deductions  from  income...  627,212.68 

Net  income  . $1,298,857.26 


$1,556,075.73 

152,247.78 

$1,403,827.95 

239,169.60 

$1,642,997.55 

507,201.71 

$1,135,795.84 


New  York  Central. 

The  statement  of  earnings,  expenses  and  net 
earnings  of  the  New  York  Central  Lines  for 
the  month  of  January  1908  has  been  issued. 
For  purposes  of  comparison  with  the  previous 
year  these  figures  are  compiled  on  the  same 
basis  as  heretofore,  and  differ  from  those  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion  under  the  new  methods  of  accounting. 

New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River — 


Gross  earnings  . 

1908. 

Decrease. 

$776,000.07 

Expenses  . 

608,221.11 

Net  earnings  . 

Lake  Shore  &  Michiga 

n  Southern-— 

$167,778.96 

Gross  earnings  . 

$532,174.47 

Expenses  . 

356,158.02 

Net  earnings  . 

Lake  Erie  &  Western- 

. $  721,397.67 

$176,016.45 

*  iross  earnings  . 

$  64,270.12 

Expenses  . 

9,564.77 

Net  earnings  . $  48,623.39 

Chicago,  Indiana  &  Southern — 

$  64,705.35 

Gross  earnings  . 

*$  3,212.86 

Expenses  . 

*5,973.45 

Net  earnings  . 

New  York,  Chicago  & 

St.  Louis — 

$  2,760.69 

Gross  earnings  . 

$  41,059.17 

Expenses  . 

.  665,119.71 

12,215.58 

Net  earnings . 

$  28.843.59 

Michigan  Central — • 

Gross  earnings  . 

. $1,956,139.33 

$322,687.07 

Expenses  . 

218,959.46 

Net  earnings  . 

$103,727.61 

Cleveland,  Cincinnati, 

Chicago  &  St.  Louis 

< >ross  earnings  . 

. $1,821,799.00 

$  7,002.27 

Expenses  . 

.  1,524,449.02 

66,197.23 

Net  earnings  . 

*$  59,194.96 

Peoria  &  Eastern — 

Gross  earnings  . 

*$  9,481.63 

Expenses  . 

.  176,660.29 

20,945.29 

Net  earnings . 

$  30,426.92 

Cincinnati  Northern— 

Gross  earnings  . 

$  17,334.90 

Expenses  . 

.  53,404.51 

1,632.82 

Net  earnings  . $  3,450.42 

Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie — 

$  15,702.08 

Gross  earnings  . 

. $  586,057.28 

$500,090.79 

Expenses  . 

.  460,209.69 

383,291.58 

Net  earnings . 

$122,799.21 

Rutland — 

Gross  earnings  . . 

. $  185,884.23 

$  9,010.97 

Expenses  . 

.  157,424.56 

*11,504.34 

Net  earnings  . 

. $  28,459.67 

$  20,515.31 

* Increase. 


The  Vulcan  Iron  Works  at  Wilkesbarre  has 
about  completed  two  of  the  largest  tail  rope 
haulage  engines  that  have  ever  been  manufac¬ 
tured  in  the  world.  These  engines  have  been 
put  together  from  the  raw  material  during  the 
past  six  months.  The  engines  are  for  the 
Vesta  Coal  Company,  ^subsidiary  of  the  Jones 
&  Laughlin  Steel  Company,  located  at  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Pa.  They  are  to  be  located  at  the  head 
of  a  mine  shaft  and  will  be  used  to  haul  cars 
a  distance  of  over  a  mile.  It  will  require  three 
months  to  install  the  engines  in  place.  The 
dimensions  of  some  of  the  component  parts 
of  the  engines  are  as  follows:  Large  cylinders, 
43  inches  in  diameter,  with  60-inch  stroke, 
and  when  running  at  full  capacity  will  develop 
25,000  horse  power.  Both  engines  complete 
weigh  400,000  pounds.  One  bed  plate,  made  in 
a  solid  casting,  weighs  nineteen  tons.  The 
shaft  connecting  the  engines  is  33  inches  in 
diameter  and  weighs  twenty-one  tons.  The 
winding  drums  are  made  of  cast  steel.  The. 
main  rope  drums  will  wind  two  and  one-half 
miles  of  lj^-inch  wire  rope.  They  will  haul 
150  loaded  mine  cars,  weighing  five  tons  each, 
up  a  two  per  cent  grade  for  a  distance  of  two 
and  one-half  miles.  It  will  take  ten  ordinary 
flat  cars  to  transport  the  engines. 
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Events  of  the 


John  T.  Connery  of  the  Miami  Coal  Company 
was  in  Toledo  during  the  wage  conference. 

J.  S.  Turley,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Kerns- 
Donnewald  Coal  Company,  of  St.  Louis,  was  in 
Chicago  for  a  few  days  this  week. 

Hunter  W.  Finch,  who  is  interested  in  some 
Ohio  mines,  went  over  to  Toledo  on  Tuesday  to 
watch  the  outcome  of  the  interstate  conference. 

Deforest  Pomeroy,  northwestern  sales  agent  for 
Jewett,  Bigelow  and  Brooks,  with  offices  in  the 
Security  Bank  Building,  was  calling  on  the  Chi¬ 
cago  trade  this  week. 

C.  M.  Moderwell  was  one  of  the  Chicago  oper¬ 
ators  to  attend  the  interstate  conference  at  To¬ 
ledo  this  week.  He  reached  there  Tuesday  and 
was  vitally  interested  in  the  negotiations. 

The  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  tried  to 
have  a  meeting  on  Tuesday.  President  Robinson 
could  not  attend.  After  voting  in  three  new 
members  the  association  decided  to  adjourn  to  the 
ball  grounds,  which  was  done  promptly. 

J.  F.  Orndorff,  formerly  located  here  for  the 
Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  is  now 
snugly  located  at  Detroit  representing  the  same 
company.  He  will  move  his  family  to  that  point 
this  month,  having  given  up  his  Chicago  resi¬ 
dence. 

The  Conn  Coal  Company  is  winding  up 
its  affairs  and  will  go  out  of  business  as  soon  as 
the  liquidating  process  has*  been  completed.  Gay¬ 
lord  H.  Conn  was  appointed  general  sales  agent 
of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  effec¬ 
tive  April  15. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  to  consolidate  all 
the  Franklin  county,  Illinois,  mines,  and  the  same 
interests  are  trying  to  effect  a  combination  of  all 
the  active  operations  in  the  Carterville  field.  It 
will  take  a  genius  with  a  greater  organizing  abil¬ 
ity  than  J.  P.  Morgan’s  to  get  all  the  operators 
in  the  two  counties  into  one  or  even  two  com¬ 
panies. 

Since  April  1st,  the  C.  G.  Stevenson  Company, 
receivers  and  shippers  of  grain  and  coal  of 
Winona,  Minn.,  has  been  known  as  the  Steven¬ 
son  Coal  Company  with  G.  C.  Stevenson  of  St. 
Charles,  Minn.,  as  president,  and  R.  E.  Stevenson 
of  Winona  as  secretary  and  manager.  The  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  the  new  company  is  $15,000.  This 
change  applies  only  to  the  coal  business  as  the 
grain  end  will  be  continued  under  the  old  name. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  Sage  &  Co.  and  the  American  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  a  receiver  was  appointed  Friday  at  noon 
for  Hull  &  Co.  The  American  Trust  &  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  was  named  as  receiver.  In  court 
Friday  morning  Mr.  Hamilton  made  a  state¬ 
ment  that  the  liabilities  will  amount  to  $20,000 
and  the  assets  to  about  $10,000.  Dealings  have 
been  mostly  in  coke  and  the  demoralization  of 
that  market  caused  the  failure. 

A  meeting  of  the  coal  mining  men  of  West 
Virginia  is  called  to  meet  at  Clarksburg  on  Mon¬ 
day  and  Tuesday,  June  29  and  30,  for  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  a  state  mining  institute,  this  to  be 
composed  of  mining  engineers,  coal  operators, 
mine  officials,  mine  inspectors,  miners  and  others. 
The  purpose  of  the  orgaization  is  to  advance 
the  coal  mining  industry  within  the  state,  to  en¬ 
courage  the  education  in  practical  and  scientific 
mining  and  for  the  particular  purpose  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  coal  men  of  the  state  into  closer  relations 
with  each  other  and  promoting  a  friendly  feel¬ 
ing  for  one  another  through  commercial  inter¬ 
course  and  the  discussion  of  mutual  interests. 
The  call  for  this  meeting  is  sent  out  by  J.  B. 
Hanford,  vice-president  of  the  Coal  Mining  In¬ 
stitute  of  America  and  general  superintendent  of 
the  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  Morgan¬ 
town,  W.  Va.  He  is  the  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  charge  of  the  new  mining  institute  and 
is  supported  by  John  S.  Cummings,  as  secretary. 

In  recent  issues  of  The  Black  Diamond  an 
advertisement  has  appeared  calling  for  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Standard  Poca¬ 
hontas  Coal  Company  with  headquarters  at  Welch, 


Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


W.  Va.  This  concern  is  really  fathered  by  Mark 
Packard  of  Buffalo.  This  concern  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  by  Mr.  Packard  and  his  associates  of 
Welch,  W.  Va.,  and  vicinity.  It  is  the  last  unde¬ 
veloped  acreage  these  financiers  have  in  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  field.  Mr.  Packard  built  the  first  works 
on  that  field  seven  or  eight  years  ago  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  procuring  a  high-class 
of  operators  and  the  coal  is  declared  to  be  equal 
to  or  superior  to  any  coal  on  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railroad.  The  Jewett,  Biglow  &  Brooks 
operations  were  purchased  from  Mr.  Packard  and 
the  Solvay  Process  Company  of  Detroit,  who 
make  the  highest  grade  of  foundry  coke,  also 
bought  their  coal  land  from  him.  The  Superior 
Pocahontas'Coal  Company,  the  Oregon  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Bando  Coal  Company  and  a  number 
of  others  are  tenants  of  Mr.  Packard.  Although 
he  and  his  associates  have  organized  a  new  com¬ 
pany,  it  is  not  their  wish  to  dominate  it  and  it  is 
their  desire  to  have  one  or  more  representative 
jobbers  in  the  western  and  northwestern  field  in¬ 
terested  in  the  works  with  them. 

Charles  Nash,  who  died  last  week  in  Terre 
Haute  after  a  serious  attack  of  Bright’s  disease, 
was  well  known  to  Dearborn  street.  He  was  born 
in  Stratford-on-Avon,  England,  January  27,  1847, 
and  1870  came  to  this  country.  He  first  made  his 
home  in  Chicago,  where  he  worked  on  the  canal 
for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  dairy  farming  and  worked  at  this  for 
more  than  eighteen  months.  In  1872  he  went 
South  and  made  his  home  across  the  river,  where 
West  Terre  Haute  is  now  located.  He  became 
interested  in  coal  mining  and  in  1874  moved  to 
Coal  Bluff,  which  was  at  that  time  the  principal 
mining  town  in  this  locality.  He  worked  in  the 
mines  for  some  few  years  and  about  1877  he  be¬ 
came  interested  in  the  Coal  Bluff  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  had  been  connected  ever 
since.  For  the  last  three  years  Mr.  Nash  had 
been  an  invalid.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Bridgeton,  Ind.,  for  the 
last  thirty  years.  Mr.  Nash  leaves  three  children, 
besides  a  widow:  Victor  H.  Nash  of  Terre 
Haute,  W.  C.  Nash  of  Clay  City  and  Mrs.  Amy 
Nash  Johns  offTacoma,  Wash.  Mr.  Nash  was 
connected  with  the  du  Pont  Powder  Company  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion.  W.  C.  Nash  is  coal 
operator  at  Clay  City  and  Victor  H.  Nash  is 
with  the  Coal  Bluff  Mining  Company. 

A  circular  letter  has  been  sent  out  recently 
to  a  large  number  of  coal  shippers  in  Chicago 
by  the  Western  Electric  Company.  It  requests 
bids  for  the  delivery  of  bituminous  or  semi- 
bituminous  coal  for  the  ensuing  coal  year.  Tn 
some  respects  its  tendencies  are  to  add  to  the 
gayety  of  the  nation.  Were  it  not  for  these 
flashes  of  humor,  on  the  part  of  the  purchas¬ 
ing  agent,  the  document  might  have  been  taken 
that  the  company  was  really  in  the  market  to 
buy  some  coal.  Take,  for  instance,  this  para¬ 
graph  on  weights:  “All  weights  for  the  Polk 
street  and  Hawthorne  plants  are  to  be  taken 
from  the  bills  of  lading  showing  weights  at 
the  mines  with  the  following  proviso:  On 
checking  the  weights  obtained  from  our  scales, 
if  overweights  are  found  they  shall  be  disre¬ 
garded;  all  shortages  of  three  per  cent  or  less 
in  weight  shall  be  disregarded.’’  The  man 
who  constructed  that  paragraph  is  entirely  too 
modest  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  coal 
men  of  today,  who  are  admittedly  somewhat 
brazen  in  their  business  dealings.  Even  though 
he  must  have  retired  to  the  privacy  of  his  own 
room  to  write  that  paragraph,  that  not  even 
his  stenographer  could  see  him  blush,  he  must 
have  locked  himeslf  up  in  the  vault  or  cellar 
when  this  sentence  was  inserted:  “The  suc¬ 
cessful  bidder  will  be  required  to  agree  to  a 
clause  in  the  contract  stating  that  in  the  event 
of  any  more  favorable  price  being  made  to 
any  other  customer  we  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
change  in  price  to  correspond  to  the  same.” 
As  the  man  who  constructed  this  request  for 
bids  proceeded  with  his  document  he  became 
more  and  more  diffident  and  more  and  more 
retiring  until  he  practically  backs  off  the  page 
and  refuses  to  admit  that  his  soul  is  his  own. 
For  instance,  the  following  paragraph  may  be 


considered  the  climax  of  modest  and  moder¬ 
ate  requests.  It  almost  amounts  to  a  beseech¬ 
ing  the  coal  trade  to  please  come  and  sell  some 
coal:  “You  will  also  be  required  to  guarantee 
that,  in  the  event  of  strikes  or  other  contin¬ 
gencies  which  may  prevent  deliveries  as  here¬ 
in  specified,  you  will  supply  us  with  an  accept¬ 
able  coal  at  price  not  exceeding  those  covered 
by  the  contract.”  The  man  who  indicted  that 
paragraph  should  be  elected  Grand  Patriarch 
for  all  eternity  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  the 
Diffident.  Very  apparently  he  needs  a  nerve 
tonic  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  coal  ship¬ 
pers  in  Chicago  they  will  probably  take  up  a 
subscription  and  forward  one  to  him. 


Movement  of  Coal. 


Through  the  courtesy  and  co-operation  of 
nearly  all  of  the  more  prominent  shippers  of 
coal  by  water  from  the  middle  Atlantic  ports 
of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  New¬ 
port  News  and  Norfolk  to  Atlantic,  Gulf  and 
Pacific  coast  ports,  the  following  figures  of  the 
coastwise  coal  movement  have  been  compiled 
by  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor. 
These  statistics  cover  probably  more  than 
ninety  per  cent  of  the  shipments  for  the  places 
and  periods  mentioned,  and  include  both  an¬ 
thracite  and  bituminous  coal.  Anthracite  coal 
is  shipped  principally  from  New  York  Harbor 
wharves.  From  Philadelphia  shipments  are 
primarily  bituminous  and  secondarily  anthra¬ 
cite.  From  Baltimore,  Newport  News  and 
Norfolk  shipments  are  almost  wholly  bitumin¬ 
ous.  During  January  vessels  were  supplied 
with  fuel  at  these  five  ports  to  the  amount  of 
285,924  tons. 

During  January  seventy-two  collectors  of 
customs  reported  637,363  gross  tons  of  coal 
loaded  on  vessels  for  fueling  purposes  on  the 
Atlantic,  Gulf  and  Pacific  coasts.  Of  this  total, 
117,973  tons  were  placed  on  board  vessels  de¬ 
stined  to  domestic  ports  and  519,390  tons  on 
foreign  bound  vessels.  The  total  value  of  this 
tonnage  was  reported  as  being  $2,427,907,  an 
average  of  about  $3.81  per  ton.  Moreover, 
2,103  gross  tons  of  bunker  coal  were  placed  on 
lake  vessels  in  the  foreign  trade  during  the 
month  of  January,  1908. 

The  domestic  shipments  of  coal  by  water 
from  five  Atlantic  ports  during  January,  1907- 
1908,  were : 


ANTHRACITE. 


New  York  . 

Philadelphia  . 

Baltimore  . 

1907. 

. 1,418,156 

.  21,251 

1908. 

1,323,002 

211,379 

15,747 

Total  . 

. 1,625,913 

1,550,128 

New  York  . 

Philadelphia  . 

Baltimore  . 

BITUMINOUS. 

.  380,337 

892,160 

428,431 

355,040 

186,670 

185,561 

Norfolk  . 

Total  . 

2,047,268 

TOTAL. 

. 2,261,116  2,215,168 

.  567,843  639,810 

.  307,795  370,787 

.  123,339  •  186,670 

.  84,626  185,561 

Total  . 3,334,719  3,597,396 

The  movement  of  coal  and  coke  over  various 
railroads,  rivers,  and  canals  to  end  of  January, 
1907  and  1908,  was: 


New  York  . .  . 
Philadelphia  . . 
Baltimore 
Newport  News 
Norfolk  . 


Railroads —  1907,  tons. 

Baltimore  &  Ohio . 2  ,816,809 

Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh...  655,823 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio .  814,559 

Huntington  &  B.  T.  Mountain .  182,307 

Norfolk  &  Western . 1,140,769 

N.  Y.  C.  &  Hudson  River .  754,774 

Penn.  (East  of  Pittsburgh  &  Erie)  .5,221,350 

Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie .  1,249,482 

Rivers  and  Canals — 

Chesapeake  &  Delaware  Canal .  5,020 

Canal  and  Falls  at  Louisville .  139,973 

Davis  Island  Dam .  106,960 

Great  Kanawha  River .  73,960 

Kentucky  River,  Lock  No.  1 .  11,054 

Monongahela  River  .  580,009 

Green  River,  Lock  No.  1 .  4,861 

Barren  River,  Lock  No.  1 .  1,076 

Black  Warrior  River,  Lock  No.  12.  567 


1908,  tons. 
2,018,307 
467,009' 
930,631 
92,038 
906,156 
589,176 
3,844,923 
637,360 


6,316 

164,115 

312,875 

142,800 

10,219 

900,061 

4,116 

2,040 

365 
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promise.  These  compromises  pile  up  through  a  period  of  years  and 
become  a  monument  of  abuse.  Mr.  Lewis  says  frankly  that  he  does 
not  consider  these  abuses  legitimate  merely  because  they  happen  to  be 
the  results  of  mistakes  arising  from  the  operators’  impatience.  He  be¬ 
lieves,  so  he  says,  that  if  there  are  abuses  they  should  be  eliminated. 
This,  apparently,  is  the  platform  upon  which  Mr.  Lewis  proposes  to 
stand  during  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers.  It  is  a  good  policy,  if  lived  up  to. 

If  he  has  his  way  many  of  the  old  questions,  which  have  been 
haggled  over  for  several  years,  are  likely  to  be  opened  up  and  settled. 
Mr.  Lewis  declares  positively  that  he  believes  in  doing  business  in  the 
open.  It  matters  very  little  whether  this  is  in  chastizing  his  own  men 
or  warring  against  the  operators.  He  believes  that  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  operators  and  the  miners  should  be  determined  in  fair  fight, 
and  again  his  policy  is  not.  a  bad  one,  if  lived  up  to.  . 
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An  agreement  has  virtually  been  reached  between 
The  Interstate  the  miners  and  operators  of  western  Pennsylvania, 
Conference  Ohio  and  Indiana  for  a  two  year  wage  contract  ter¬ 
minating  March  31,  1910.  In  certain  respects  the 
decision  to  open  the  mines  on  May  1st  was  unwarranted  because  the 
operators  will  not  have  any  demand,  at  that  time,  for  their  coal.  It  is 
to  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  operators  that,  having  accepted  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  the  miners  to  engage  in  an  interstate  conference  and  having 
received  fair  treatment  from  the  miners,  they  would  not  consent  to  use¬ 
less  delays  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  of  the  negotiations,  even  though 
they  sacrificed  some  market  advantage  in  opening  the  mines  earlier  than 
the  demand  for  coal  really  warranted. 

With  no  coal  moving  up  the  lakes;  with  no  prospect  that  the  flood 
stage  on  the  rivers  will  continue  for  long;  with  the  all-rail  markets  un¬ 
able,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  to  absorb  all  the  coal  produced,  it  is 
evidently  imperative  that  the  production  should  be  cut  down  for  at  least 
the  month  of  May  and  a  part  of  June.  Even  after  that  and  until  a 
brisk  fall  trade  sets  in,  the  mine  operator  will  have  to  move  cautiously 
unless  he  desires  to  demoralize  prices  and  get  his  coal  down  to  the 
place  where  profits  are  impossible.  The  early  opening  of  the  mines  is 
not  responsible  for  all  of  this.  Even  had  the  mines  been  closed  until 
the  middle  of  May  or  the  1st  of  June,  there  would  still  have  been  the 
necessity  for  caution.  The  productive  capacity  of  the  mines  is  so  enor¬ 
mous,  the  car  supply  so  abundant  and  the  number  of  available  men  so 
great  that  the  mines  could  easily,  at  any  time,  overshoot  even  the  most 
extraordinary  demand  for  coal.  These  operating  facilities  being  taken 
into  consideration,  besides  a  demoralized  demand  for  the  product,  it  is 
readily  seen  that  the  mine  operators  must  move  cautiously  unless  they 
want  to  submit  a  second  time  to  the  ruinous  values  for  their  product. 

There  are  times  for  expansion  and  times  for  moderation  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal.  Last  year  the  market  would  stand  practically  all  the 
expansion  the  mines  could  get  the  cars  to  accomodate.  This  year  the 
market  will  stand  scarcely  no  expansion  at  all.  It  is  now  about  time 
when  the  coal  operator  should  begin  to  realize  the  relation  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual  unit  to  the  market  and  to  carve  his  production  in  accordance. 


Tom  L.  Lewis,  the  new  president  of  the  United  Mine 
Lewis  Is  Not  Workers  of  America,  has  conducted  his  first  inter- 
a  Radical.  State  conference.  Although  credited,  in  certain  cir¬ 
cles,  with  being  a  radical,  he  is  not  as  extreme  in  his 
views  as  some  have  been  led  to  suppose.  He  is  a  man  who  conducts 
his  business  in  the  open  and  does  little  more.  He  says  what  he  has  to 
say  plainly  and  that  has  given  him  a  reputation,  possibly,  for  talking 
more  than  is  diplomatic.  But  Mr.  Lewis  is  not  a  radical. 

It  is  interesting  that  Mr.  Lewis  one  day  this  week  made  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  operators,  in  conducting  negotiations,  are  not  as  diplo¬ 
matic  as  are  the  miners.  This  is  virtually  the  same  statement  the  mine 
operators  have  made  against  Mr.  Lewis.  He  says  that  the  operators  do 
not  display  the  same  patience  as  do  the  miners  and  can  not  wait  for 
results.  They  want  definite  action  now  or  are  willing  to  accept  a  com¬ 


What  Bookkeep¬ 
ing  Does  for 
a  Nine. 


The  conduct  of  some  mining  companies,  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  their  product,  might  lead  one  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  these  companies  keep  no  books.  They 
ship  their  coal  to  commercial  and  transfer  points  to 
be  sold  for  what  it  will  bring.  Very  often  they  do  not  dispose  of  their 
surplus  product,  only,  in  this  way,  but  ship  a  considerable  percentage 
of  their  output  to  be  sold  at  such  prices  as  the  jobber  can  obtain.  They 
appear  satisfied  with  the  cost  of  production,  even  though  this  cost  does 
not  take  into  consideration  the  interest  on  the  money  invested,  a  charge 
to  accident  account,  a  charge  for  depreciation  of  the  coal  In  ITie  ground 
or  a  charge  for  the  depreciation  of  the  equipment  used  in  producing  and 
hoisting  this  coal  to  the  mine  mouth. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  would  happen  to  a  mine,  con¬ 
ducted  according  to  this  idea  if  it  should  suddenly  happen  to  be  flooded; 
if  it  had  a  serious  explosion  amounting  in  damages  to  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars;  if  there  was  a  sudden  break  down  and  the  necessity  for 
almost  complete  overhauling;  if  the  supply  of  coal  should  suddenly  be¬ 
come  exhausted;  or,  if  the  machinery  should  be  in  need  of  renewal. 
The  policy  outlined  above  would  seem  to  indicate,  as  one  operator  said, 
recently,  that  some  one  had  given  the  mining  company  a  complete  plant 
with  an  extensive  acreage  and  a  good  supply  of  live  stock  and  a  very 
satisfactory  mechanical  equipment.  They  seem  to  conduct  themselves 
upon  the  theory  that  when  this  mine  is  gone  another  one  will  be  do¬ 
nated  by  the  same  liberal  person. 

The  one  thing  that  is  wrong  with  the  market  policy  of  this  com¬ 
pany  is  that  it  does  not  know  what  it  costs  to  produce  coal.  In  other 
words,  it  has  no  bookkeeping  system  that  is  really  effective.  If  such  a 
mine  had  a  good  bookkeeper  it  would  soon  ascertain  the  actual  cost  of 
producing  coal  and,  having  learned  this,  would  refuse  to  sell  its  product 
for  any  such  prices  as  are  being  heard  of  almost  every  day  in  the  big 
markets. 


One  of  the  best  evidences  of  a  too  great  productive 
Jockeying  for  capacity  of  coal  for  the  existing  or  likely  market  is 
a  Market  the  jockeying  of  coal  operators  for  an  advantage  in 
the  market  of  some  other  operator  or  of  one  terri¬ 
tory  for  an  opening  into  the  territory  which  belongs  to  another.  This  is 
seen  not  only  in  such  times  as  these,  but  almost  every  day  in  the  year. 

The  present  situation  is  illustrative  and  significant.  Ohio,  western 
Pennsylvania,  Indiana  and  Illinois  are  just  north  of  the  Ohio  river  and 
are  really  divided  into  two  groups.  The  two  western  states  cannot  ship 
to  the  northwest  by  water.  The  two  eastern  states  may.  Each  has  a 
territory  near  its  mines  sufficient  to  take  care  of  part  of  the  coal  pro¬ 
duced,  but  each  depends  upon  placing  the  surplus  in  the  northwestern 
field.  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  watch  Illinois  and  Indiana  and 
vice  versa  to  see  that  no  unusual  advantage  is  obtained  which  would 
increase  the  facilities  for  disposing  of  coal  in  the  market  for  the  surplus 
output.  If  one  closes  down  the  other  rushes  into  the  breach.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  Ohio  are  West  Virginia,  eastern  and  western  Kentucky, 
producing  coal  to  supply  an  entirely  different  market.  Each  has  an  en¬ 
tirely  different  outlet  but  each  is  looking  constantly  to  the  north  to 
invade,  if  the  occasion  warrants,  the  markets  of  the  states  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Ohio.  The  mining  states  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi 
watch  the  mining  states  on  the  west  side  and  contrariwise.  Wherever 
there  is  an  opening  the  coal  is  rushed  in. 

The  point  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  the  productive  capacity  in  coal 
has  increased  so  rapidly  in  the  last  few  years  that  the  output  of  no  terri¬ 
tory  can  possibly  be  consumed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  mines 
and  hence  this  tremendous  jockeying  for  advantage  in  the  market  of  one 
territory  by  another. 
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Lake  Influence  Upon  the  Coal  Trade. 


An  Indefinite  Tie-Up  of  the  Big  Fleet  will  Compel  Mine  Operators  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  to  Curtail 

Output— Open  Shop  to  Remove  Abuses. 


The  season  of  navigation  on  the  lakes,  as 
far  as  obstructions  rrom  ice  are  concerned,  is 
likely  to  be  opened  at  almost  any  time.  Two 
weeks  ago  a  boat  passed  from  Port  Huron 
through  the  Detroit  river  to  Lake  Erie  with¬ 
out  encountering  any  ice.  Reports  from  Buf¬ 
falo  are  to  the  effect  that,  even  though  all  of 
Lake  Erie  ice  drifts  naturally  that  way,  there 
would  be  comparatively  little  obstruction  to 
the  movement  of  boats  out  of  that  harbor. 
Apparently  the  only  thing  which  obstructs  nav¬ 
igation  is  the  condition  of  ice  in  the  Straits 
and  at  Sault  Ste  Marie.  The  weather  has 
been  unusually  warm  for  the  last  two  weeks 
so  that  no  new  ice  has  made,  while  the  warm 
rains  have  unquestionably  honeycombed  the 
ice  already  in  these  channels.  Shortly  after 
honeycombing  this  ice  sinks  and  disappears  as 
an  obstruction  to  navigation.  It  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  in  a  short  time  that  boats  will  be  able 
to  pass  through  from  the  upper  to  the  lower 
lakes  and  consequently  that  the  season  of 
navigation  technically  will  be  opened. 

As  to  just  what  will  be  done  in  the  way  of 
the  commencement  of  handling  traffic  will 
have  to  depend  upon  business  and  labor  con¬ 
ditions  rather  than  the  state  of  the  channels. 
The  only  dowmbound  cargoes  which  boats 
could  obtain  would  be  made  up  of  iron  ore, 
grain  or  lumber.  The  latter  is  apparently  an 
unimportant  commodity  because  it  is  mostly 
carried  by  the  smaller  vessels.  Recent  sta¬ 
tistics,  gathered  by  the  government,  show  that 
the  farmers  still  have  a  major  portion  of  their 
grain  in  their  hands  and  consequently  the 
movement  of  that  commodity  by  lake  routes 
will  not  be  an  important  factor.  It  is  known 
there  is  enough  ore  left  on  Lake  Erie  docks 
and  furnace  stock  piles  to  keep  the  furnaces 
going  at  even  an  increased  rate  of  speed  until 
the  middle  of  October  or  the  early  part  of 
November.  There  is  no  crying  need,  there¬ 
fore  for  the  movement  of  ore,  and  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  shipping  down  a  new  supply  need 
not  be  expected  until  after  the  1st  of  June. 

Moreover,  the  Lake  Carriers’  Association  has 
declared  for  an  “open  shop”  which  will  mean 
a  prolonged  labor  dispute. 

These  things  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  the 
coal  trade.  Up-bound  freight  rates  on  coal  are 
only  thirty  cents  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior 
and  forty  cents  to  Lake  Michigan.  There  is 
not  enough  money  in  the  coal  business,  at  such 
rates  of  freight,  to  warrant  boats  returning  to 
Lake  Erie  in  ballast  and,  consequently,  they 
will  not  start  down  until  they  get  down-bound 
cargoes.  Although  the  season  of  navigation 
will  be  technically  open  in  a  Short  time,  it  is 
hardly  expected  the  coal  movement  will  begin 
in  any  volume  until  long  after  the  1st  of  June.  By 
that  time  some  of  the  stock  on  the  upper  lake 
docks  will  have  been  worked  off  and  the  docks 
and  railroads  will  be  ready  to  receive  an  in¬ 
creased  amount  shipped  into  the  northwest. 
Even  with  such  a  short  season  there  is  not 
likely  to  be  any  such  demand  for  vessel  carry¬ 
ing  capacity  as  will  prevent  the  coal  shippers 
from  getting  a  large  volume  of  coal  to  the 
northwest  between  the  1st  of  June  and  the 
close  of  navigation,  which  will  come  by  the 
middle  of  December. 

The  most  recent  developments  in  the  lake  situa¬ 
tion  have  been  interesting  and  striking.  As  soon 
as  the  Lake  Carriers’  Association  declared  for  the 
open  shop  and  refused  to  make  contracts 
with  unions  on  any  other  basis  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Marine  Engineers’  Beneficial  As¬ 
sociation  began  to  make  individual  contracts  with 
the  vessel  owners. 

This  virtually  amounted  to  breaking  away  from 
the  union.  The  latter  is  made  up  very  largely 
of  engineers  who  are  not  employed  and  they  agi¬ 
tated  a  strike  rather  than  see  the  open  shop  intro¬ 
duced. 

The  action  of  a  certain  part  of  the  members 
of  the  Marine  Engineers’  Beneficial  Association 


is  not  understood  until  the  condition  in  the  boiler 
room  and  the  fire  hold  is  understood.  The 
marine  firemen  have  been  the  most  turbulent  fac¬ 
tion  on  the  great  lakes  and  have  not  only  been 
'hard  for  the  managers  to  handle,  but  have  been 
most  difficult  for  the  engineers  themselves  to 
deal  with.  The  latter  have  always  declared  that 
if  the  firemen’s  union  could  be  broken  up  they 
could  obtain  better,  results  and  work  more  har¬ 
moniously  for  the  good  of  the  ship.  Some  of 
the  better  class  of  marine  engineers  have  been 
willing  to  place  the  interests  of  their  own  asso¬ 
ciation  in  jeopardy,  for  the  time  being,  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  the  firemen’s  union. 

Entangling  Affiliations. 

Joined  with  the  firemen  are  the  lake  seamen 
and  the  cooks.  There  is  also  a  feeble  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  pilots.  All  of  these  are  affiliated 
among  themselves  and  the  fight  for  one  becomes 
the  conflict  of  all.  Moreover  these  organizations 
are  very  closely  affiliated  with  the  Longshoremen. 
The  breaking  over  of  the  marine  engineers  means 
only  the  partial  settlement  of  the  difficulty  and 
not  such  a  settlement  as  would  influence  the  gen¬ 
eral  lake  situation.  The  Longshoremen,  it  is 
true,  are  bound  up  with  the  dock  companies  on 
a  long  term  agreement,  which  stipulates  that  no 
sympathetic  strikes  shall  be  engaged  in.  The 
tugmen’s  contract  expires  this  year,  as  do  the 
contracts  of  the  other  workmen  on  shipboard 
and  the  renewing  of  these  agreements  will  bring 
the  whole  question  of  open  shop  or  closed  shop 
under  consideration.  The  affair  is  so  tangled  that 
a  prolonged  labor  dispute  seems  almost  inevitable. 
While  it  appears  entirely  improbable  that  the 
boats  will  get  started  before  the  fifteenth  of 
June  it  is  now  reported  in  marine  circles  that 
the  big  majority  of  the  vessels  will  not  get 
under  way  until  pretty  well  along  in  July  if 
not  the  first  of  August. 

This  calls  attention  particularly  to  the  situa¬ 
tion  as  far  as  the  supply  of  material  is  concerned. 
Without  any  labor  dispute  the  season,  just  open¬ 
ing  on  the  lakes,  would  be  one  of  the  most  un¬ 
satisfactory,  from  the  vessel  owners’  standpoint, 
in  a  matter  of  ten  years.  It  will  be  recalled 
that  last  season  the  iron  ore  shippers  moved 
down  the  lakes  some  42,000,000  tons  of  ore.  In 
a  normal  season  the  furnaces  will  consume  be¬ 
tween  38,000,000  and  39,000,000  tons  of  ore.  But 
the  season  has  not  been  normal  since  the  first  of 
October  and  the  furnace  consumption  of  ore  has 
not  been,  on  the  average,  in  excess  of  twenty-five 
per  cent.  There  is  very  little  improvement  in  the 
furnace  situation  now,  and  it  is  reliably  reported 
that  'the  amount  of  iron  ore  on  Lake  Erie  docks 
and  furnace  piles  is  equivalent  to  about  thirty-five 
per  cent.  At  the  rate  the  blast  furnaces  are  in 
operation  today  this  is  declared  to  be  sufficient 
to  last  for  at  least  six  months  from  the  first  of 
April.  One  estimate  received  by  The  Black 
Diamond  this  week  is  to  the  effect  that  there  is 
on  the  lower  lake  docks  and  on  the  furnace 
piles,  adjacent  to  the  lower  lake  docks,  approxi¬ 
mately  11,000,0000  tons.  On  the  docks  further 
away  from  Lake  Superior  region  there  are  an 
additional  3,000,000,  making  the  amount  of  ore 
in  storage  14,000,000  tons. 

With  this  enormous  amount  of  iron  ore  on 
hand,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  vessels 
will  be  able  to  get  any  considerable  amount  of 
ore  to  move  before  the  15th  of  June  or  the  first 
of  July.  Without  ore  cargoes,  vessels  can  not 
be.  run.  at  a  profit,  and  consequently  they  will  be 
kept  at  the  docks  whether  there  is  a  labor  dispute 
or  not.  This  period  of  idleness  means  that  the 
vessel  owners  will  have  time  to  fight  out  any  dis¬ 
pute  with  the  labor  unions  which  the  latter  seem 
disposed  to  raise  or  continue. 

The  Coal  Situation. 

Moreover  there  is  no  very  urgent  need  for  coal. 
It  is  known  that  last  year  the  movement  of  coal 


aggregated  pretty  close  to  17,000,000  tons,  of 
which  4,000,000  tons  or  thereabouts  was  anthra¬ 
cite  and  about  13,000,000  tons  was  bituminous. 
This  is  considered  as  cargo  coal  and  is  exclusive 
of  coal  shipped  to  the  lake  for  vessel  fueling  pur¬ 
poses.  Of  the  coal  shipped  to  the  head  of  the 
lakes  there  were  left  over  on  the  dock  on  the 
1st  of  April  approximately  2,750,000  tons.  This 
was  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  and  on  the 
west  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  and  is  exclusive 
of  any  amounts  of  coal  which  might  have  been 
left  in  storage  at  smaller  points  on  both  sides  of 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  Georgian  Bay  terri¬ 
tory.  This  coal  will  have  to  be  worked  off  the 
docks  before  any  fresh  coal  can  be  moved  and 
in  view  of  the  stocked  up  condition  of  interior 
dealers  there  is  no  very  bright  prospect  for  heavy 
shipments  in  the  near  future.  The  lake  vessels, 
therefor,  have  not  only  no  coal  to  move,  but  like¬ 
wise  no  immediately  call  to  move  coal. 

As  far  as  this  year’s  business  is  concerned,  it 
is  now  declared  that  the  movement  of  25,000,000 
of  ore  would  supply  all  requirements  while  a 
possible  movement  of  about  7,000,000  or  8,000,000 
tons  of  bituminous  coal  and  3,500,000  or  4,000,000 
tons  of  anthracite  coal  would  satisfy  all  require¬ 
ments  for  the  coming  winter  in  the  northwestern 
section.  The  total  movement  of  coal  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  exceed  12,000,000  tons  for  this  year,  be¬ 
ing  below  the  average  of  the  lake  movement  for 
the  last  five  years. 

This  lake  situation  enters  very  vitally  into  the 
prospects  of  the  coal  trade  for  this  season. 
Normally  after  the  first  of  April  the  mines  of  the 
eastern  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  are  en¬ 
gaged  principally  in  the  movement  of  coal  to 
the  lakes.  It  is  now  reasonably  well  assured  that 
the  mines  in  that  territory  will  resume  operations 
on  the  1st  of  May.  All  of  their  output  will  have 
to  go  into  the  all  rail  markets  because  boats  will 
not  be  in  operation  to  carry  any  of  the  commodity 
by  the  lake  route.  Production  will  of  course  have 
to  confine  itself  to  the  actual  needs  of  the  market 
and  principally  to  the  steam  trade.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated,  by  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  opera¬ 
tors,  that  the  production  of  about  twenty-five 
per  cent  of  the  nomal  will  supply  every  possible 
demand  for  the  month  of  May  and  the  early  part 
of  June.  It  is  even  estimated  that  until  along 
in  August  a  production  of  about  forty  per  cent 
of  normal  will  take  care  of  the  all-rail  trade  and 
the  demands  made  by  the  lake  vessels. 

The  lake  situation  intrudes  itself  into  the  coal 
business  as  a  very  bothersome  problem  and  is 
coming  to  dictate  to  the  mine  owners  what  they 
can  do  for  the  coming  season.  It  is  going  to 
keep  the  production  of  the  mines  down  even  af¬ 
ter  the  mine  operators  and  mine  workers  arrive 
at  a  settlement  of  their  differences. 


No  Prosecution  Now. 

Washington.  April  16. — The  Government 
will  not  prosecute  railroads  for  failure  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  “commodity  clause”  of  the  rail¬ 
road  law,  pending  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 

This  decision  has  been  arrived  at,  it  is  un¬ 
derstood,  after  careful  consideration  by  the 
President, -and  he  has  accordingly  directed  the 
Department  of  Justice  to  bring  a  test  case  as 
soon  as  possible  after  May  1,  the  day  when  the 
law  becomes  effective  forbidding  any  railroad 
to  transport  any  article  or  commodity  other 
than  timber,  manufactured,  mined,  or  produced 
by  such  road,  or  in  which  it  is  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  interested. 

It  is  understood  that  the  railroads  have 
given  assurance  to  the  Government  that  if  the 
courts  decide  against  them  they  will  imme¬ 
diately  and  in  good  faith  comply  with  the 
law. 


Boyts,  Porter  &  Company,  Connelsville,  Pa., 
have  issued  an  interesting  table  which  shows  the 
coke  works  of  the  Conncllsville  field,  names  of 
the  operators  and  the  nearest  railroad  station. 
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General  Review. 

Inquiries  Begin  to  Concern  Themselves 
With  Future  Deliveries,  But  Con¬ 
tracting  Is  Light. 

The  week  just  closed  has  seen  a  slight  change 
in  the  attitude  of  coal  buyers  toward  the  market. 
Tn  the  last  few  days  the  inquiries  for  coal  for  de¬ 
livery  by  the  first  of  May  have  quickened  con¬ 
siderably  and  it  seems  entirely  possible  that  a 
reasonably  fair  market  will  confront  the 
mines  when  they  resume  activity  two  weeks 
hence. 

Contracting  meanwhile  has  been  very  light. 
While  the  usual  number  of  buyers  have  placed 
orders,  the  amounts  called  for  have  not  been 
up  to  expectations,  or  even  with  the  buying  of 
former  years.  Moreover  while  the  consumers  are 
willing  to  make  contracts  now,  they  are  not  ser¬ 
iously  concerned  over  the  immediate  shipment, 
preferring  to  be  sure  of  a  future  supply  in  case 
of  an  emergency,  but  not  being  anxious  to  take 
coal  just  now. 

It  is  going  to  require  a  good  deal  of  improve¬ 
ment  in  market  conditions,  despite  the  better 
appearance  of  things  at  the  minute,  to  absorb  the 
coal  that  is  produced  after  the  resumption  of 
mining  on  May  1st.  The  northwest  is  going  to 
be  shut  out  of  the  coal  market  for  two  months 
at  least  by  the  labor  troubles  on  the  lakes.  All 
of  the  mines  will  have  to  be  content  with  such 
an  outlet  as  is  found  in  the  all  rail  markets. 
Consumers  of  steam  coal  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
southern  Michigan  and  Indiana  are  unusually 
well  stocked  with  not  only  the  prepared  sizes 
but  with  slack.  Consumers  of  the  prepared  sizes 
in  Illinois  and  the  west  are  over-stocked  for 
the  time  being,  but  require  certain  amounts  of 
screenings.  About  the  only  call  for  any  kind  of 
coal  is  for  the  latter  preparation. 

Under  the  circumstances  and  at  least  until  the 
lake  trade  begins  to  absorb  some  of  the  eastern 
coal,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  operators  to 
move  with  extraordinary  caution  in  the  opening 
of  their  mines  and  a  conservative  estimate  is 
that  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  normal  produc¬ 
tion  will  about  take  care  of  such  needs  as  are 
likely  to  appear.  The  anthracite  trade  is  not  af¬ 
fected  in  the  same  way  right  now.  The  April 
demand  is  good  and  the  May  demand  promises 
to  be  quite  heavy.  Beyond  the  first  of  June  the 
anthracite  operators  are  not  so  sanguine  about 
the  market  demands.  They  are  not  much  con¬ 
cerned  as  to  the  possible  trend  of  the  market,  be¬ 
cause  they  can  use  their  coal  in  creating  stocks 
with  which  to  supply  the  next  winter’s  demand. 
They  also  want  to  secure  themselves  against 
the  influences  of  a  mine  suspension  next  April, 
when  the  time  comes  to  renew  the  contracts  with 
the  labor  unions. 

The  market  conditions  in  the  west  have  not 
proved  satisfactory,  but  some  decided  change  may 
be  expected  a  little  later.  The  railroads  for  the 
time  being  are  not  taking  hardly  any  coal  and 
the  general  consumers  are  in  about  the  same 
position.  However,  the  railroad  companies  have 
tremendous  improvement  programs  under  con¬ 
templation  for  the  ensuing  summer,  necessitating, 
in  fact,  the  employment  of  some  300,000  additional 
men.  This  will  require  an  enormous  amount  of 
coal  and  consequently  the  railroads  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  heavy  buyers  all  through  the  sum¬ 
mer.  Furthermore  the  western  lines  are  showing 
a  marked  increase  in  the  movement  of  traffic  and 
with  each  increase,  the  number  of  idle  cars  is 
reduced  and  the  number  of  engines  consuming 
coal  is  increased.  This  promises  to  make  a  very 
much  better  market  for  western  coal  before  the 
summer  is  very  far  advanced. 


Chicago  Market. 

Inquiries  Are  Increasing  But  the  Buy¬ 
ers  Are  in  No  Rush  for 
Shipments. 


Although  there  is  no  coal  production  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  and  only 
a  small  production  in  Indiana  the  demand  for 
coal  within  the  last  week  has  not  been  appre¬ 
ciably  larger  than  it  was  for  the  preceding 
two  weeks.  Toward  the  close  of  the  week, 
however,  a  slightly  better  inquiry  began  to 
make  itself  felt  in  several  markets  and,  as  a 
result,  there  will  be  a  much  larger  demand 
for  coal  by  the  1st  of  May  when  the  mines 
generally  may  be  expected  to  resume  opera¬ 
tions. 

The  inquiries  have  come  in  slowly  on  most 
coals  but  show  an  evident  desire  on  the  part 
of  buyers  to  make  provision  for  moderate 
amounts  of  coal  after  May  1st.  No  one  so 
far,  with  the  exception  of  users  of  western 
screenings,  has  shown  any  anxiety  for  imme¬ 
diate  shipment.  Screenings  coming  from  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois  are  extremely  scarce  and 
the  producer,  who  has  any  considerable  quan¬ 
tity,  can  about  name  his  own  price.  The  em¬ 
barrassment  comes  when  any  effort  is  made 
to  dispose  of  the  prepared  sizes  and  this  makes 
it  apparent  that  the  market  in  that  direction 
has  not  been  braced  up. 

The  future  market  is  entirely  dependent,  of 
course,  upon  the  labor  situation.  In  Illinois 
the  outcome  is  decidedly  uncertain  and  it  will 
not  be  known  until  probably  the  first  of  next 
week  whether  the  Illinois  mines  are  going  to 
open  with  the  other  three  states  or  whether 
the  contention  over  the  shot  firers’  clause  will 
result  in  a  prolonged  deadlock. 

Owing  to  concessions-  made  by  the  mine 
workers  practically  all  obstacles  have  been  re¬ 
moved  from  an  agreement  in  the  three  eastern 
states  and  those  mines  will  be  opened  again 
on  the  1st  of  May.  They  will  start  out,  how¬ 
ever,  with  very  much  reduced  efutput,  the 
mines  not  running  more  than  twenty-five  per 
cent  of  normal  capacity.  This  coal  will  be 
shipped  altogether  into  the  all-rail  markets  as 
the  lake  route  will  not  be  in  position  to  take 
any  considerable  quantity  of  coal  before  the 
15th  of  June,  and  it  is  entirely  probable  that 
the  big  general  movement  of  eastern  coal  by 
lakes  will  not  start  much  before  the  1st  of 
August.  This  is  going  to  keep  the  production 
in  those  centers  down  practically  to  the  mini¬ 
mum  and  may  have  some  influence  on  the  all¬ 
rail  market,  which  will  have  to  absorb  such 
output  as  the  mines  decide  upon. 

The  dealer  trade  is  still  stocked  with  all  of 
the  lump  coal  that  it  can  possibly  handle  in 
addition  to  which  the  weather  is  exceptionally 
mild  and  the  consumption  light.  Dealers  in 
some  sections  surrounding  the  Chicago  market 
have  still  on  hand  an  enormous  supply  of  coal 
bought  at  last  fall’s  figures.  They  are  anxious 
to  dispose  of  this  before  taking  new  amounts 
and  do  not  look  with  favor  upon  any  efforts 
of  producers  to  sell  coal  just  now. 

The  anthracite  market  is  moving  along  at  a 
comfortable  pace  the  supply  of  coal  being 
abundant,  the  transportation  conditions  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  dealers  reasonably  willing  to 
take  in  moderate  stocks. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  mines  have  been  shut  down 
with  the  exception  of  the  Leiter  mines  all 
week  and,  in  consequence,  there  is  practically 
no  market.  A  few  odd  lots  of  coal  have  been 
sold  at  $2.25  for  steam  and  lump  at  $2.35  to 
$2.40  for  4-inch  lump. 

Third-vein  mines  are  idle  and  no  coal  is  be¬ 
ing  sold  except  cleaning  up  a  few  lots.  The 
following  are  the  nominal  values  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines:  Mine-run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  stand¬ 
ard  lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15,  and  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.00. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  not  being  produced  and 
only  a  few  small  lots  are  being  sold  that  were 
up  to  car  service.  Some  coal  stored  at  the 
mines  is  being  shipped.  Screenings  are  excep¬ 


tionally  strong  and  are  selling  at  $1.40  to  $1.45 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  other  prices  are  nom¬ 
inal,  namely;  Mine-run,  $1.65;  2-inch  er >-g  or 
lump,  $1.85  to  $1.90. 

Springfield  screenings  would  command  about 
any  price  within  reason  that  the  operators 
might  ask  who  had  any  to  sell.  Some  bids 
have  been  made  as  high  as  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Nominally  prices  on  other  sizes  would 
run  about  as  follows:  Mine-run,  $1.50  to  $1.75; 
screenings,  $1.50  to  $1.60;  nut,  $2.00;  egg  or 
lump,  $2.25;  154-inch  lump,  $1.95. 

Carterville  lump  is  still  in  no  demand  on  the 
market  and  the  only  commodity  which  could 
find  a  sale  would  be  screenings  that  would 
bring  70  to  75  cents  while  mine-run  would  be 
sold  for  85  to  90  cents. 

Clinton  screenings  are  very  much  in  de¬ 
mand.  There  is  some  of  this  coal  being  pro¬ 
duced  but  the  prices  obtained  vary  consider¬ 
ably.  Consumers  would  pay  $1.65  to  $1.75  for 
screenings  which  are  in  demand  in  the  steam 
trade.  There  is  apparently  a  very  small  de¬ 
mand  for  lump  and  the  operators  are  not  mak¬ 
ing  any  prices  on  the  other  sizes. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  has  been 
produced  in  small  quantities  to  fill  a  fitful  de¬ 
mand  at  very  uncertain  prices.  Chunks  or  egg 
have  sold  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  at  $2.00  to  $2.15, 
while  steam  lump  has  been  bringing  $1.95  to 
$2.05. 

Brazil  block  mines  have  been  operating  on 
a  limited  scale  and  the  market  has  continued 
decidedly  soft,  being  represented  by  a  quota¬ 
tion  of  $2.50  to  $2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  this  week  some 
small  demand  for  standard  Hocking  coal  ap¬ 
peared  in  this  market,  the  consumers  asking 
delivery  the  latter  part  of  April  or  the  first  of 
May.  The  dealers  are  not  anxious  over  their 
supply,  but  have  a  place  to  put  a  little  coal 
now  and  then.  Some  off-grade  Hocking  and 
some  coal  which  has  been  passing  for  Hock¬ 
ing  coal  has  been  up  to  demurrage  and  has 
sold  within  the  week  at  $2.60.  The  prospects 
are  that  the  mines  will  open  on  May  1st  and 
after  that  the  supply  will  be  considerably 
freer.  We  quote  for  current  sales  either  for 
immediate  or  future  delivery,  standard  Hock¬ 
ing,  $3.15;  Jackson  Hill,  $4.40;  Pittsburgh  No. 
8  is  out  of  the  market. 

Some  Kanawha  coal  has  been  sold  up  to 
circular  price  but,  of  course,  this  was  of  a 
very  high  grade.  The  generality  of  splint 
coming  into  this  market  has  been  off-color  and 
has  sold  at  ridiculously  low  prices.  Some 
fairly  good  splint,  however,  and  some  standard 
splint  has  been  selling  at  from  $3.00  to  $3.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  not  coming  into  the 
market  and  all  that  was  here  has  been  cleaned 
up.  The  conditions  would  make  an  accurate 
quotation  impossible. 

Smokeless  coal  prices  are  decidedly  mixed. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  talk  of  selling  a  lot  of 
smokeless  mine-run  at  circular  prices  of  $3.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  the  edge  is  taken  from 
this  report  when  it  is  found  that  a  good  deal 
of  lump  and  egg  has  been  shipped  here  and 
disposed  of  as  mine-run.  Some  of  the  larger 
companies  are  getting  circular  price  on  some 
of  their  mine-run  coal  while  a  good  deal  of 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  district  coal  has 
been  selling  at  varied  prices,  ranging  down  as 
low  as  eighty  or  ninety  cents  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines.  Some  very  good  smokeless  coal  has 
been  sold  at  $1.00  to  $1.10,  the  latter  price  ob¬ 
taining  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
mine-run,  $2.85  to  $3.30;  egg  or  lump,  $3.30  to 
$3.75. 

The  Coke  Market. 

t'oundries  and  furnaces  throughout  this  ter¬ 
ritory  are  running  about  a  fifty  per  cent  of 
normal  capacity  and  consequently  are  consum¬ 
ing  onlv  about  half  of  the  usual  amount  of 
coke.  Trade  is  reasonably  firm  without  in¬ 
fluencing  values.  The  following  represents  the 
prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $5.00; 
Wise  county,  $4.75;  West  Virginia,  $5.00;  48- 
hour,  $4.25;  by-product  foundry,  $5.25;  by¬ 
product  domestic,  $4.75,  and  gas  house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Operators  Are  Holding  Surplus  Coal  for 
Use  of  the  Manufacturing 
Interests. 


.Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  April  10. 

While  there  have  been  no  new  developments  in 
the  local  situation  this  week,  an  unusually  intense 
interest  has  been  manifested  in  conditions  in 
western  Pennsylvania  by  not  only  the  miners, 
but  by  the  business  interests  as  well.  These  in¬ 
terests,  to  a  unit,  are  desirous  of  seeing  the  sus¬ 
pension  ended  and  the  thousands  of  miners  re¬ 
sume  work.  Business  is  said  to  have  suffered 
in  some  localities. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  there  has  been  but 
little  price-cutting  in  this  district  during  the  past 
week,  and  this  has  tended  to  overcome  much  of 
the  uneasiness  that  was  manifest  when  this  prac¬ 
tice  was  started  early  this  month.  Had  this  prac¬ 
tice  been  generally  adopted,  there  certainly  would 
have  been  some  interesting  developments,  as  well 
as  some  heavy  losses  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
The  local  operators  generally  refused  to  make 
any  reduction,  even  in  the  face  of  some  of  the 
low  quotations  that  were  offered  by  operators  out 
of  this  field,  and  are  to  be  highly  commended  for 
their  action.  Had  they  retaliated  by  offering 
equal,  or  lower  quotations,  there  would  have 
been  a  merry  war  on  hand  in  addition  to  the 
labor  difficulties. 

The  large  amount  of  coal  that  is  stored  on 
sidings  in  this  vicinity  is  almost  sure  to  prove 
ample  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  manufactur¬ 
ing  and  other  interests  of  the  great  Pittsburgh 
district.  A  large  proportion  of  it  is  being  held 
here,  affording  protection  to  the  iron,  steel  and 
other  interests,  rather  than  being  sent  into  other 
districts  for  a  small  advance.  The  coal  for  river 
shipment  has  about  been  exhausted,  however,  sev¬ 
eral  tows  that  were  sent  out  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  and  early  this  week  clearing  the  local 
pools  and  harbor.  Hundreds  of  empties  are  being 
brought  into  the  upper  pools  and  distributed  at 
the  mines,  and  as  soon  as  the  workings  are  again 
placed  in  operation,  there  will  be  an  immense 
amount  of  river  coal  ready  to  ship  out.  Much 
of  this  will  be  held  in  the  upper  river,  however, 
until  there  is  sufficient  actual  demand  to  start  it 
south. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  local  quotations 
during  the  last  week,  and  authorities  now  say 
that  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  change  for 
some  time  to  come.  Operators  have  several  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  tons  of  coal  stored  at  the  lake 
ports  and  on  the  boats,  which  is  ample  to  take 
care  of  the  business  in  that  section  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  while  the  same  operators  have  a  similar 
amount  in  this  district  stored  on  cars  and  on  the 
ground  at  the  mines.  Mine-run  is  quoted  at  $1.10 
to  $1.20;  three-quarter-inch  at  $1.30  to  $1.40; 
lump  at  $1.50  to  $1.60,  and  slack  at  from  80  to 
90  cents,  all  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

The  coke  situation  continued  to  grow  worse 
last  week,  and  is  said  to  be  in  deplorable  shape 
in  some  respects.  The  production  in  the  Con- 
nellsville  region  was  the  lowest  of  the  year,  and 
the  shipments  fell  off  something  like  six  hundred 
cars.  The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  banked 
additional  ovens,  it  being  claimed  that  at  least 
900  went  out  of  blast  last  week  throughout  the 
region.  Less  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  ovens  in 
western  Pennsylvania  are  now  in  operation,  and 
the  majority  of  these  are  owned  by  the  so-called 
independent  interests.  The  demand  is  small,  and 
although  it  showed  some  little  improvement  for 
several  weeks,  it  has  again  fallen  off  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  is  most  discouraging.  Connellsville 
furnace  coke  continued  to  be  quoted  at  $1.60  to 
$1.75,  although  there  are  claims  that  this  price  is 
being  shaded  in  some  instances.  Foundry  coke 
is  quoted  at  from  $1.75  to  $2.35,  according  to  the 
grade. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Captain  John  Moren,  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  left  the 
early  part  of  this  week  for  New  York  City. 

Fire  last  Saturday  completely  destroyed  the 
plant  of  the  Kentucky  Coal  &  Lumber  Company 


at  Open  Fork,  W.  Va.,  and  spreading,  almost 
wiped  the  town  off  the  map. 

J.  R.  Lewis,  a  well-known  coal  operator  of 
Ashland,  Ohio,  was  a  business  visitor  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  this  week, 
registering  at  the  Hotel  Annex. 

George  Whyel,  a  prominent  official  of  the 
Whyel  Coke  Company,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  has 
been  in  Pittsburgh  all  this  week  on  business.  Mr. 
Whyel  is  also  a  leading  mining  engineer  of 
Fayette  county. 

The  Standard  Steel  Car  Company,  Frick  build¬ 
ing,  Pittsburgh,  has  been  awarded  contracts  for 
about  500  steel  mine  cars  that  will  be  used  by 
operators  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburgh.  The  cars 
will  all  be  manufactured  at  the  plant  of  the  com¬ 
pany  at  New  Castle,  Pa. 

John  Dailey,  for  a  number  of  years  superin¬ 
tendent  in  charge  of  the  mines  of  the  United  Coal 
Company  at  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Naomi  mines  of  the  same  company.  J. 
Gilbert  Logan,  formerly  assistant  chief  engineer, 
is  his  successor  at  the  Elizabeth  mines. 

According  to  the  reports  just  issued  by  the  var¬ 
ious  railroads  in  the  Pittsburgh  district,  there 
are  about  50,000  less  idle  cars  in  this  territory 
now  than  there  were  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  It  is  claimed  that  this  is  due  to  the  in¬ 
creased  shipments  of  coal,  as  a  large  percentage 
of  the  cars  are  coal  and  coke  cars. 

A  party  of  coal  operators  from  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  composed  of  Wilfred  Lewis,  Thomas  McEl- 
well  and  E.  S.  Lewis,  have  been  spending  this 
week  in  Pittsburgh  on  business.  They  are  owners 
of  several  large  tracts  of  coal  lands  in  Greene 
county,  Pa.,  and  will  make  an  inspection  of  their 
holdings  prior  to  their  return  to  Philadelphia. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  has  awarded 
contracts  to  the  Connellsville  Construction  Com¬ 
pany,  Connellsvile,  Pa.,  for  the  erection  of  two 
new  compressor  houses,  one  at  the  Phillips  mine 
and  the  other  at  the  Colliery  mine,  both  near 
Scottdale,  Pa.  The  buildings  will  each  be  of 
brick,  and  work  on  them-  will  be  started  at  once. 

R.  M.  Law,  of  New  York  City,  purchasing 
agent  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Beech  Creek  &  East¬ 
ern  Coal  Company,  has  moved  to  Cresson,  Pa., 
where  he  will  be  located  in  the  future,  and  where 
he  will  have  active  charge  of  the  extensive  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  company  in  that  vicinity.  He  has 
opened  an  office  in  the  Postoffice  building,  Cres¬ 
son. 

The  Dixon  Run  Coal  Company  has  been 
formed,  and  a  charter  will  be  applied  for  in  this 
state  on  May  4.  The  company  has  large  coal 
holdings  in  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  which  will  be 
opened  and  developed  this  summer.  The  incor¬ 
porators  of  the  concern  will  be  G.  E.  Metzger, 
G.  A.  McLaughlin  and  F.  D.  Beale,  all  of  In¬ 
diana,  Pa. 

The  Provident  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
closed  a  contract  whereby  the  entire  output  of 
the  mines  at  Kelly  Station  is  taken  for  a  period 
of  one  year.  These  mines  have  been  idle  for  a 
number  of  months,  and  as  soon  as  some  repairs 
and  small  improvements  are  made,  and  new  sid¬ 
ings  constructed,  the  full  force  of  miners  will 
again  be  put  to  work. 

Oliver  Miller,  a  large  owner  of  coal  lands  in 
Fayette,  Greene  and  Washington  counties,  and 
for  many  years  a  prominent  resident  of  Browns¬ 
ville,  Pa.,  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  on  Mon¬ 
day,  aged  seventy-six  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
best  known  business  men  in  this  part  of  the  state, 
and  up  until  a  few  years  ago  was  actively  engaged 
in  several  lines  of  business.  Several  years  ago, 
he  sold  a  large  acreage  of  coal  land  in  the  above 
counties,  and  has  since  retired  from  all  business. 
Mr.  Miller  is  survived  by  his  widow,  a  brother 
and  a  sister. 

The  decision  of  the  viewers  appointed  in  the 
condemnation  proceedings  brought  by  the  Black 
Lick  &  Yellow  Creek  Railroad  Company  against 
the  Vinton  Collieries  Company,  of  Vintondalc, 
Pa.,  was  against  the  colliery  company.  The  rail¬ 
road  company  sought  a  right-of-way  over  the 
property  of  the  coal  company,  which  concern  re¬ 
fused  to  grant  it,  and  the  matter  was  then  taken 
into  court.  The  finding  of  the  viewers  was  that 
there  was  no  damage  incurred  to  the  property  of 


the  Vintondale  Company  by  the  construction  of 
the  line,  and  that  there  could  be  no  award. 

The  officers  of  the  Priscilla  Coal  Company  and 
representatives  of  the  miners  employed  in  the 
mines  of  the  company  at  South  Fork,  Va.,  held 
a  joint  meeting  last  week  at  the  offices  of  the 
company  at  South  Fork,  in  order  to  reach  an 
agreement,  if  possible,  so  that  work  could  be 
resumed  at  the  company’s  mines.  After  consider¬ 
able  discussion,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  arbitration 
to  be  composed  of  two  representatives  of  the  oper¬ 
ators,  two  from  the  miners,  and  a  fifth  member 
to  be  jointly  selected  by  the  four  other  members. 
This  board  will  be  completed  this  week,  and  a 
meeting  held  at  which  it  is  thought  that  the  dif¬ 
ferences  can  be  satisfactorily  adjusted.  The  mines 
are  in  the  Clearfield  district,  and  pending  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  their  differences,  all  remain  at  work  in 
the  mines.  The  only  point  in  dispute  is  the  re¬ 
fusal  of  the  operators  to  allow  the  extra  yardage 
demanded  by  the  men.  The  operators  are  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  scale  adopted  at  Clearfield  a  short 
time  ago  with  the  above  exception. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company,  Pittsburgh, 
has  appointed  Jacob  O.  Sherrick  traveling  auditor 
of  the  northern  district  of  the  Connellsville  region 
to  succeed  F.  M.  Richey,  Jr.,  who  resigned  to 
enter  business  for  himself  a  few  weeks  ago.  Mr. 
Sherrick  was  formerly  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk 
at  Scottdale,  and  assumes  his  new  duties  at  once. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  mining  laws  that  have  been  reported 
and  discovered  throughout  Westmoreland  county, 
the  mine  inspectors  have  decided  to  increase  their 
number  of  inspections  and  to  use  their  own  judg¬ 
ment  as  to  when  these  inspections  shall  be  made. 
It  will  mean  harder  work  on  their  part,  as  they 
are  only  required  to  make  periodical  trips  to  the 
various  mines,  but  in  view  of  the  number  of 
violations  that  they  have  discovered  of  late, 
these  visits  will  now  be  at  any  time,  and  without 
notice  to  the  superintendent  and  foreman  that 
they  will  call  at  any  certain  time.  All  violations 
are  being  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  the  limit 
will  be  given  violators  in  every  instance. 

A  meeting  of  the  miners  of  the  Argyle  Coal 
Company,  South  Fork,  Pa.,  was  held  last  week, 
and  as  a  result  of  this  meeting,  returned  to  work 
on  Monday.  District  President  Patrick  Gilday 
was  present,  as  were  the  chairmen  of  several  of 
the  committees  appointed  at  the  Clearfield  meet¬ 
ing  several  weeks  ago.  A  committee  called  on 
the  officials  of  the  Argyle  Coal  Company  in  an 
effort  to  adjust  the  differences,  and  were  told 
that  the  company  positively  would  not  sign  the 
scale  adopted  at  Clearfield,  although  they  would 
be  perfectly  willing  to  promise  and  grant  the 
miners  exactly  the  same  conditions  as  provided  in 
that  scale,  including  the  same  scale  of  wages. 
The  miners  claim  that  the  compaav  refuses  to 
sign  the  scale  because  it  is  against  its  policy  to 
recognize  the  union.  Following  this  conference 
with  the  company  officials,  the  miners  held  an¬ 
other  meeting  at  which  President  Gilday  advised 
them  to  return  to  work  in  the  mines  and  to 
continue  as  long  as  the  provisions  of  the  Clear¬ 
field  agreement  were  lived  up  to  by  the  Argyle 
Coal  Company.  There  is  not  thought  much 
chance,  however,  that  there  will  be  any  further 
trouble. 


Mining  Bill  Amended. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  at  a  recent  meeting  amended  the 
Wertz  mine  inspection  bill,  which  was  framed 
to  prevent  mine  disasters.  The  amendment 
was  to  the  effect  that  any  one  found  soliciting 
or  receiving  a  political  assessment  from  a  mine 
inspector  is  subject  to  imprisonment  for  six 
months.  Should  the  person  convicted  be  a 
public  official  his  term  of  office  ends  with  his 
tonviction  of  the  offense.  An  amendment 
.which  had  placed  the  burden  of  punishment 
on  the  inspector  was  voted  down.  The  new 
bill  provides  for  a  rigid  inspection  of  all  mines 
at  least  once  each  three  months  and  also  pro¬ 
vides  for  various  safeguards  to  protect  the 
mine  from  explosions.  The  new  bill  provides 
for  five  additional  mine  inspectors.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  purpose  of  the  new  act  was  to  keep  the 
position  of  mine  inspector  out  of  politics  in¬ 
sofar  as  possible. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 

Mine  Operators  Expect  Resumption  of 
Output  Will  Demoralize  Prices 
Unless  Mines  Go  Slowly. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Little  improvement  is  looked  for  in 
the  coal  market  until  after  the  opening  of  lake 
navigation.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  pretty  certain 
that  boats  will  not  move  before  June  1,  and  prob¬ 
ably  not  until  later,  dealers  are  resigning  them¬ 
selves  to  the  situation.  This  is  the  buyers’  inning, 
they  explain.  The  operators  and  coal  shippers 
will  have  their  inning  next. 

For  weeks  buyers  have  been  working  to  the 
end  of  just  as  low  prices  as  possible.  They  have 
been  “playing  one  dealer  against  another.”  The 
coal  shipper  feels  that  the  tide  will  turn  before 
a  great  while.  The  result  of  existing  conditions 
has  been  to  force  the  price  of  mine-run  here 
down  as  low  as  92^4  cents  in  some  cases.  Other 
prices  have  been  lower  here  and  there,  as  cir¬ 
cumstances  required. 

It  is  understood  today  that  a  scale  agreement 
following  the  Toledo  meeting  will  result  in  throw¬ 
ing  the  mines  open  at  full  capacity  on  May  1, 
and  that  this  will  be  further  detrimental.  Con¬ 
sumers  now  have  fair-sized  stocks  and  the 
amount  being  consumed  is  estimated  here  to  not 
be  more  than  forty  per  cent  of  normal  produc¬ 
tion. 

With  the  mines  going  at  half  capacity,  it  would 
not  take  long  for  the  market  to  be  greatly  over¬ 
stocked.  Up  to  the  opening  of  lake  traffic,  com¬ 
mercial  buyers  will  have  to  do  the  consuming 
and  that  is,  of  course,  narrowed  down  consider¬ 
ably  under  existing  industrial  conditions.  While 
local  industrial  concerns  are  improving  somewhat 
as  against  last  month,  there  is  still  big  room 
for  something  better. 


Car  Service  Report. 

One  of  the  most  promising  signs  now  on  the 
coal  dealers’  horizon  is  the  more  favorable  re¬ 
ports  on  railroad  freight.  From  reliable  sources 
it  is  related  that  demand  for  general  mercantile 
lines  is  improving  in  rural  districts.  This  is  re¬ 
flected  in  the  report  of  the  Cleveland  Car  Serv¬ 
ice  association.  For  March,  this  year,  56,672 
cars  were  handled  in  this  association  territory 
as  against  68,287  for  the  same  month  last  year. 
It  was  expected  that  the  comparison  would  not 
be  nearly  so  good.  Rural  sections  brought  up  the 
figures.  In  Cleveland  alone  26,532  cars  were 
loaded  and  unloaded  last  month  against  34,627 
for  March  last  year. 

The  Lake  Situation. 

It  is  not  expected  here  that  the  “open  shop” 
declaration  of  the  lake  carriers  will  result  in  an 
immediate  strike  by  the  union  employes.  It  is 
hinted  now  that  such  action  will  be  delayed  until 
after  navigation  gets  under  way.  It  is  said  that 
in  anticipation  of  this  the  big  interests  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  any  emergency.  At  any  rate,  the  policy 
with  reference  to  organized  labor  may  be  thrashed 
out  amply  before  the  vessel  owners  get  in  any 
hurry  to  bring  issues  to  a  close.  There  is  no 
anxiety  among  the  biggest  interests,  especially,  to 
start  boats  out. 

There  is  a  feeling  that  by  the  time  navigation 
does  start  wage  scales  will  be  so  adjusted  all 
around  that  business  will  move  forward  in  good 
shape  and  that  there  will  be  beneficial  rather 
than  harmful  effects  as  an  outcome  of  the  present 
period  of  suspension. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  steamer  Harlow  loaded  coal  at  the  lake 
front  yesterday. 

The  John  A.  McGean  will  take  a  cargo  of  coal 
at  this  port  for  Lake  Superior.  She  is  a  new 
steel  freighter. 

The  steamer  Maine  with  the  barges  Uranus 
and  J.  R.  Edwards,  cleared  from  this  port  for 
Port  Huron  with  coal  this  week. 

The  steamer  building  for  W.  A.  and  A.  FI. 
Hawgood  will  be  named  for  W.  R.  Woodford, 
vice-president  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 


The  boat  will  be  launched  at  the  Bay  City  yard 
of  the  American  Shipbuilding  Company  on 
May  16. 

“The  engineers  of  a  few  fleets  that  are  operated 
by  ore  shippers  may  go  to  their  boats  before 
the  end  of  this  month,  but  a  general  move  will 
not  be  made  for  some  time,”  said  a  vessel  owner 
yesterday.  “The  demand  for  tonnage  will  be 
light  during  the  early  part  of  the  season  and 
it  is  not  likely  that  all  the  outside  vessels  will 
be  placed  in  commission  until  June." 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  April  16. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Business  has  been  practically  at  a  stand¬ 
still  this  week.  There  has  been  no  disposition 
to  deal  in  coal  upon  any  terms  until  after  the 
interstate  convention  in  session  here  this  week  is 
over,  after  which  it  is  expected  there  will  be 
some  understanding  as  to  future  operations.  The 
factories  are  buying  no  coal  and  are  relying  ex¬ 
clusively  upon  the  stocks  laid  aside  before  April 
1,  which  it  is  estimated  will  carry  them  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks.  The  railways  are  buying  none  at  this 
time,  having  put  away  ample  supplies  to  last  for 
a  time  in  anticipation  of  the  present  suspension. 
In  fact,  nearly  all  consumers  made  preparation 
for  a  season  of  suspension,  and  whether  opera¬ 
tions  begin  or  not  makes  little  difference  to  most 
of  the  operators  in  this  section,  as  business  will 
necessarily  be  light  until  the  present  supply  has 
been  exhausted. 

As  it  is,  very  few  orders  for  immediate  ship¬ 
ment  are  being  turned  down  by  Toledo  dealers. 
There  is  plenty  of  coal  to  be  had  to  fill  all  orders 
in  sight.  For  the  most  part  orders  for  Ohio  coal 
are  being  accepted  subject  to  the  resumption  of 
operations.  There  is  no  coal  being  mined  in  this 
state  and  in  most  cases  where  orders  come  in 
for  immediate  use,  they  are  filled  from  stray 
cars  in  transit,  or  from  West  Virginia  fields. 
Present  indications  are  that  there  would  be  little 
suffering  if  the  present  suspension  should  continue 
for  weeks.  The  general  impression  is  that  even 
if  operations  are  resumed  it  will  result  in  shut¬ 
ting  the  mines  down  for  three  or  four  days  out 
of  each  week  anyhow,  because  of  lack  of  orders. 

Receipts  of  coal  have  been  very  light.  With 
the  exception  of  a  small  amount  from  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  a  few  belated  cars  in  transit  there  has 
been  none.  Prices  have  remained  unchanged, 
and  are  still  at  bed  rock.  Even  the  retail  trade, 
which  has  been  somewhat  above  normal  for- 
a  while,  has  dropped  off  this  week,  because  of  the 
exceptionally  warm  weather.  A  little  coal  is  be¬ 
ing  loaded  at  the  docks  for  water  shipment,  but 
the  amount  is  inconsequential  and  it  is  not  prob¬ 
able  that  water  shipments  will  be  heavy  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  yet.  Altogether  the  coal  men  are  hav¬ 
ing  a  rest  at  present,  and  are  hoping  for  better 
conditions  when  the  labor  question  has  been  set¬ 
tled. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

F.  F.  Taggart,  of  Massillon,  Ohio,  was  in  the 
city  yesterday  on  business. 

J.  F.  Johnson,  of  Bellaire,  Ohio,  was  in  To¬ 
ledo  on  business  this  week. 

I.  C.  Copelin  is  expected  home  from  his  South 
American  tour  within  a  few  days. 

A.  J.  Nebe,  representing  the  Glen  Alum  Fuel 
Company,  of  Cincinnati,  called  upon  the  trade 
here  recently. 

C.  G.  Newton,  of  the  Newton  Coal  &  Mining 
Company  at  Denison,  Ohio,  was  called  to  Toledo 
on  business  this  week. 

The  local  coal  offices  received  a  business  call 
yesterday  from  W.  J.  Sampson,  of  the  Witch 
Flazel  Coal  Company  of  Youngstown. 

W.  L.  Timmons  and  L.  D.  Abell,  Zanesville 
operators,  were  visiting  friends  in  Toledo,  and  in¬ 
cidentally  taking  in  the  big  meeting. 

George  Hornickel  and  Charles  Fox,  of  Mas¬ 
sillon,  were  among  the  operators  who  came  to 
Toledo  this  week  to  attend  the  convention. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  J.  P.  Cummisky  and  Jules  Hoff¬ 
man,  all  Detroit  coal  operators,  were  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  meeting  of  coal  men  here  today. 

C.  J.  Benton  of  the  Chapman  Coal  Company, 
and  S.  J.  Jones  of  the  Crescent  Coal  Company, 


both  of  Jackson,  Ohio,  were  visitors  in  the  city 
this  week. 

Hunter  W.  Finch,  Joe  Rend,  C.  M.  Moderwell 
and  P.  D.  Whitehead,  Chicago  coal  men,  were  in 
the  city  on  various  business  missions  this  week. 

Among  the  prominent  coal  operators  from 
Cleveland  who  attended  the  convention  were 
Frank  Osborne,  H.  J.  Lawrence,  Lute  Hornickel, 
Mr.  Roby,  C.  E.  Maurer,  Cliff  Ayers,  William 
Reed  and  J.  F.  Zerbe. 

H.  L.  Chapman,  A.  Brenholtz,  G.  C.  Weitzell, 
John  Carding,  Capt.  L.  R.  Doty,  E.  M.  Poston, 
William  Job,  H.  H.  Heiner  and  C.  F.  Evans,  all 
of  Columbus,  were  in  attendance  at  the  joint  con¬ 
vention  here  this  week,  and  incidentally  calling 
on  old  friends  in  the  city. 

The  big  meeting  between  the  operators  and 
miners  held  here  this  week  attracted  a  number  of 
extensive  coal  operators  from  Pittsburgh.  Among 
those  present  were  W.  K.  Field,  W.  K.  Richards, 
W.  R.  Woodford,  J.  B.  Walsh,  George  Magoon, 
John  P.  Jones,  George  Paul,  D.  W.  Kuhn,  J.  M. 
Stonerode,  Jesse  Sanford,  A.  H.  Stolzenbach,  Mr. 
Woomer,  and  J.  G.  Geegan. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Coi.o.,  April  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — -So  far  the  strike  in  the  east  has 
not  stimulated  Colorado  coal  trade  at  all.  Those 
operators  who  loaded  up  some  coal  with  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  sending  it  east  have  been  badly 
disappointed  and  either  have  their  coal  on  track 
or  have  sacrificed  it  to  Colorado  industries. 

Trade  from  the  southwest — from  in  and  around 
El  Paso — has  picked  up  a  little — but  it  is  very 
little.  The  Eiler  Smelter  at  Pueblo  has  closed 
down  indefinitely,  which  is  a  good  indication 
that  the  smelter  trust  does  not  look  for  business 
to  pick  up  soon.  Prices  are  soft  and  probably  will 
be  unless  the  lignite  miners  in  northern  Colorado 
go  out  on  strike.  So  far  they  have  remained  at 
work  while  a  settlement  is  pending.  The  miners 
want  an  increase  of  about  twenty  percent  and 
the  operators  a  decrease  of  ten  percent.  The 
operators  desire  to  abolish  the  check  off  system 
which  the  miner  will  fight  to  the  last  ditch,  for  it 
is  the  main  stay  of  their  organization.  The 
miners  want  a  full  day’s  layoff  for  funerals — the 
operators  a  half  hay,  etc.  Another  week  will 
probably  decide  the  issue. 

Personal  Mention. 

W.  F.  Oakes,  vice-president  of  the  Sunnyside 
Coal  Mining  Company,  has  returned  from  a  trip 
to  Kansas. 

Parke  L.  Bryan  is  in  Denver  again  after  a  trip 
along  the  Missouri  Pacific  in  the  interest  of  the 
Green  Canon  Coal  Company. 

George  N.  Sparling,  one  of  Denver’s  leading 
coal  jobbers,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  La  Veta. 
He  is  handling  the  output  of  the  Occidental  mine. 

It  is  reported  at  Aguilar  that  the  pumps  have 
been  pulled  from  the  Empire  mine,  and  that 
the  property  will  be  abandoned,  but  this  report 
is  generally  not  credited. 

J.  J.  Abercombie  of  Trinidad  was  in  Denver 
last  week.  He  said  he  came  to  hear  Win.  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan  orate,  but  the  coal  men  think  “J.  J. 
had  some  other  deal  up  his  sleeve. 

W.  B.  Lewis,  general  manager  of  the  South 
Canon  Coal  Company,  is  to  lecture  the  coming 
term  at  the  State  School  of  Mines  at  Golden. 
Mr.  Lewis  is  a  graduate  of  the  school. 

H.  F.  Nash,  general  sales  agent  of  the  National 
Fuel  Company,  the  Parkdale  Fuel  Company  and 
the  Green  Canon  Coal  Company  visited  several 
of  the  towns  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State 
last  week. 

The  Parkdale  Fuel  Company  struck  a  twelve- 
foot  vein  in  the  shaft  it  is  putting  down  at  the 
New  Puritan  mine,  located  at  Dacono  on  the 
Union  Pacific.  The  railroad  has  completed  laying- 
four  miles  of  track  to  the  property  and  with 
new  machinery  arriving,  houses,  store  and  tipple 
being  erected,  the  camp  of  Puritan  is  certainly  a 
busy  place.  The  company  expects  to  be  shipping 
coal  by  June  1. 
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St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  16. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — It  begins  to  look  as  if  the  companies  who 
stored  their  sidings  full  of  coal  and  refused  to 
sell  except  at  high  prices  were  the  wise  ones 
after  all,  i.  e.,  they  still  have  all  of  their  coal, 
which  looks  as  if  it  would  be  very  good  property 
before  long.  Though  the  demand  is  still  light, 
prices  are  much  better  and  are  going  up. 

Not  a  mine  in  the  territory  tributary  to  St. 
Louis  is  running  today  as  a  result  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  at  Springfield,  which  was  to  the  effect  that 
no  mines  in  Illinois  could  work  until  a  scale  had 
been  made.  This  resolution  was  expected  by 
many,  as  nearly  all  of  the  association  operators 
were  working  for  its  adoption.  In  consequence 
several  large  buyers,  including  several  railroad 
companies,  have  been  snapping  up  all  of  the  bar¬ 
gains  offered  for  several  days.  This  has  made 
the  market  much  firmer.  It  is  evident  that  a 
good  many  of  the  large  industries  have  not  as 
much  coal  on  hand  as  the  coal  men  thought. 

The  coal  reports  show  that  about  175  cars  of 
coal  per  day  have  been  coming  into  this  market 
since  April  1,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about  3,000 
cars  of  coal  are  still  being  held  at  the  mines. 
However,  if  operation  is  not  resumed  within  the 
next  ten  days,  all  of  this  coal  will  have  been 
cleaned  up  at  good  figures. 

Prices  have  been  going  up  steadily  since  Fri¬ 
day  last  and  lump  coal  is  quoted  today  at  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  mines  and  mine-run  at  $1.00  at  the  mines. 
These  quotations  apply  only  on  Standard  coal  as 
hardly  anything  else  is  being  offered.  Very  lit¬ 
tle  coal  is  actually  changing  hands  today,  as  the 
demand  is  spasmodic  and  operators  seem  to  be 
inclined  to  hold  on  to  any  coal  they  have  on 
hand,  as  they  expect  to  realize  still  better  prices. 

Dealers  are  doing  very  little,  as  the  weather  is 
too  warm  for  domestic  demand  and  the  only 
thing  they  are  doing  is  to  haul  the  coal  they  have 
contracted  with  office  and  flat  buildings.  A  great 
many  dealers  who  did  not  have  sufficient  storage 
room  have  stored  quantities  of  coal  on  near-by 
vacant  lots  in  order  to  be  able  to  take  care  of 
their  contracts.  This  fact  that  dealers  have  stored 
quantities  of  coal  for  their  customers,  which 
they  have  not  delivered  yet,  naturally  makes  col¬ 
lections  slow,  as  it  keeps  a  lot  of  money  tied  up. 

A  number  of  the  railroads  are  taking  sixty  to 
ninety  days  and  in  some  cases  even  longer  to 
pay  their  coal  bills.  The  Missouri  Pacific  has 
nearly  put  some  of  the  mines  alone  its  line  out 
of  business,  as  it  has  taken  all  of  the  coal  they 
produced  and  has  not  paid  anything  but  a  very 
small  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  the  bills  for  the 
past  three  months.  These  circumstances,  together 
with  the  general  business  depression,  has  embar¬ 
rassed  the  St.  Louis  coal  trade  as  a  whole,  though 
nobody  is  at  all  alarmed,  as  the  money  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  begin  to  roll  in  very  soon.  The  sus¬ 
pension  has  been  very  welcome  to  many  opera¬ 
tors,  as  it  gives  them  a  chance  to  get  their  col¬ 
lections  well  in  hand  for  the  first  time  since  last 
October.  However,  a  number  of  out  of  town  and 
eastern  coal  firms  have  said  that  the  St.  Louis  ac¬ 
counts  have  been  the  most  satisfactory  they  have 
had  on  their  books  during  the  financial  flurry. 

Some  Pennsylvania  anthracite  is  moving  though 
not  in  as  large  quantities  as  is  usual  for  April. 
Money  is  not  free  and  firms  would  rather  buy 
as  they  need  and  pay  the  advance,  than  to  have 
so  large,  an  amount  of  money,  as  is  necessary  to 
carry  a  large  stock  of  anthracite  over  the  sum¬ 
mer,  tied  up.  In  addition,  a  great  deal  of  soft 
coal  is  in  storage  and  dealers  will  have  to  wait 
until  they  get  this  cleaned  up  before  they  will 
have  room  for  any  anthracite. 

Coal  has  been  offered  in  St.  Louis  today  at  the 
following  prices,  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis :  Standard 
lump,  $2.07;  mine-run,  $1.62;  Staunton  or  Mt. 
Olive  lump,  $2.22 ;  Carterville  lump,  $2.42 ;  mine- 
run,  $2.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Joseph  Parker  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Company  was  in  town  on  Monday, 
visiting  his  many  friends  in  the  coal  trade  here 
and  incidentally  booking  a  few  orders. 

Elmer  Martin  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  was  in  town  last  week,  visiting  the  custo¬ 
mers  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  and 
lining  up  the  April  business.  He  reported  that 
though  he  had  gotten  as  many  orders  as  usual 


the  size  of  the  orders  were  smaller  in  every  in¬ 
stance  than  in  previous  years ;  in  other  words, 
people  were  not  buying  as  heavily  as  usual  on 
account  of  the  money  conditions. 

The  Kokoals  have  taken  advantage  of  the  slack 
condition  of  the  coal  business  to  “boost”  their 
membership.  As  the  coal  men  now  have  plenty 
of  leisure,  the  Kokoals  have  organized  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  get  fifty  new  members  for  the  koruska- 
tion,  to  be  held  during  the  latter  part  of  this 
month.  A  systematic  canvass  of  all  available  coal 
men  is  being  made  and  the  scheme  is  meeting 
with  unexpected  success.  The  boys  are  prepar¬ 
ing  to  have  a  koruskation  that  will  be  a  record- 
breaker.  This  is  a  pretty  bold  move  on  the  part 
of  the  Kokoals,  as  if  things  come  out  as  they 
expect  they  will  practically  double  their  member¬ 
ship  at  one  koruskation,  however,  it  looks  as  if 
they  were  going  “to  turn  the  trick.” 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Kansas  City,  April  16. — ( Special  Cqrrcspond- 
ence.) — Negotiations  between  coal  operators  and 
the  miners  in  the  southwestern  district  were  re¬ 
sumed  at  the  Coates  House  in  this  city  today  after 
a  week’s  interval  in  which  both  sides  prepared 
contracts  embodying  their  demands. 

“The  operators’  contract  covers  fifty  typewrit¬ 
ten  pages  of  letter  size  paper,”  Charles  S.  Keith, 
a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the  operators’ 
association,  said  this  morning. 

“There  are  comparatively  few  vital  points  in 
dispute.  These  are  big  points,  though,  and  it  may 
be  weeks  before  we  reach  an  agreement.” 

The  operators  demand  a  three-year  contract 
while  the  miners  thus  far  have  refused  to  agree 
to  more  than  a  one-year  contract.  This  is  the 
most  important  point  of  controversy. 

Meanwhile  practically  all  of  the  coal  mines  in 
Missouri,  Kansas,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  are 
closed.  The  operators  are  in  no  particular  hurry 
to  close  up  a  contract,  as  they  are  in  no  special 
hurry  to  resume  work  in  the  mines. 

The  demand  for  coal  at  this  time  is  so  slight 
and  there  is  so  much  coal  on  hand  that  the 
mines  will  not  resume  probably  for  a  month,  even 
if  a  contract  is  closed  up  in  the  next  few  days. 

Some  of  the  small  coal  operators,  who  have 
local  coal  contracts,  are  anxious  to  resume  work 
and  are  urging  the  operatives’  association  to  hur¬ 
ry  matters.  A  few  of  these  have  said  that  if  a 
contract  is  not  closed  within  a  week  they  will 
resume  work  independently.  Others,  already  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  association,  have  resumed  work. 
But  the  big  railroad  operators  who  depend  on 
railroad  contracts,  do  not  have  much  show  of  dis¬ 
posing  of  their  coal  on  hand  for  a  month,  as  the 
railroads  have  so  much  on  hand,  accumulated  in 
anticipation  of  the  cessation  of  work. 

“With  a  one-year  contract  we  really  have  only 
the  first  six  months  in  which  we  can  do  business 
unhampered,”  said  Charles  S.  Keith  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Coal  &  Coke  Company.  “The  remaining  six 
months  are  devoted  to  ‘stocking’  up  in  order  to 
prepare  for  a  suspension.  We  never  know  what 
demands  are  to  be  made  of  us  at  the  termination 
of  a  contract,  so  we  are  forced  to  tie  up  millions 
of  dollars  in  coal  every  year  in  anticipating  a 
strike.” 

Texas  mine  officials  and  miners  have  signed 
a  new  wage  scale  for  1909,  and  work  in  the 
Texas  soft  coal  fields  will  be  resumed  immedi¬ 
ately.  The  new  contract  is  a  compromise,  both 
sides  having  made  material  concessions.  A  joint 
statement  issued  today  after  the  final  conference 
explaining  the  compromise  says : 

“There  are  too  many  men  now  unemployed  and 
the  parties  to  this  conference  could  see  no  good 
reason  for  throwing  others  out  of  employment 
when  a  compromise  agreement  could  be  reached.” 

Reports  from  McAlester,  Ok.,  say  that  coal  to 
supply  the  normal  summer  market  for  probably 
ninety  days  is  on  hand  and  every  side  track  in 
the  district  is  filled  with  loaded  cars.  Many 
of  the  miners  have  already  left  the  country  and 
those  who  remain  have  planted  big  gardens  and 
will  patiently  await  a  settlement.  There  is  no  ex¬ 
citement. 

The  condition  of  the  coal  market  remains  un¬ 
changed.  Prices  have  neither  increased  nor  de¬ 
creased,  and  the  demand  is  normal  for  this  time 
of  the  year. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  April  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  no  use  denying  that  there 
is  an  immense  amount  of  coal,  both  in  the  yards 
and  the  factories  of  this  city.  Many  of  the  large 
manufacturing  plants  laid  in  an  extra  thirty  days’ 
supply  in  anticipation  of  the  suspension,  which 
does  not  promise,  after  all,  to  be  of  long  dura¬ 
tion,  and  a  number  of  West  Virginia  operators 
shipped  a  large  amount  of  coal  into  this  terri¬ 
tory  during  the  last  few  weeks.  A  visit  to  the 
yards  develops  the  fact  that  they  contain  large 
amounts  of  splint  coal,  especially  lump  splint. 
Only  today  forty  cars  of  splint  lump  was  of¬ 
fered  a  private  shipper  at  a  ridiculously  low 
figure. 

Therefore,  under  these  conditions — and  it  should 
be  added  that  there  is  a  whole  lot  of  coal  on 
the  track — one  cannot  expect  the  coal  men  of  De¬ 
troit  to  be  very  much  encouraged  by  the  out¬ 
look.  In  fact,  there  is  no  market  for  anything 
just  at  present,  and  everybody  is  waiting  to  see 
what  the  conference  at  Toledo  between  the  miners 
and  operators  will  bring  forth.  Even  the  con¬ 
tract  buyers  are  holding  off  with  their  yearly 
contracts,  preferring  to  buy  on  the  open  market 
as  long  as. coal  can  be  had  at  the  present  low 
prices.  Hocking  domestic  lump  has  sold  recently 
for  as  low  as  $1.25  at  the  mines — the  lowest  price 
for  years. 

Nearly  all  the  sales  agents  of  this  city  went  to 
Toledo  this  week  to  watch  the  conferees.  Among 
them  was  C.  J.  Andrews,  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company,  and  Neil  W.  Snow,  of  the  Pittsburgh. 
Meanwhile,  as  already  stated,  West  Virginia  coal 
is  going  begging.  The  new  organization,  known 
as  the  Detroit  Coal  Shippers’  Association,  has 
accomplished  a  great  deal  since  its  organization, 
having  got  the  railroads  entering  this  city  to 
agree  to  give  them  three  days’  time  to  unload 
their  cars,  instead  of  twelve  hours,  as  formerly, 
before  demurrage  is  charged,  and  also  to  cut  out 
altogether  the  extra  charge  for  reconsignments. 
At  the  meeting  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  this  month 
the  following  officers  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  were  chosen :  President,  Walter  Brooks, 
of  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks;  vice-president,  An¬ 
drew  Lorimer,  of  J.  S.  Lorimer’s  Sons ;  secretary 
and  treasurer,  W.  A.  Wight,  of  the  Federal  Coal 
Company ;  directors,  including  the  above-named 
officers,  Jules  G.  Hoffmann,  W.  J.  Scully,  W.  R. 
Thompson,  and  E.  J.  Corbett. 

Another  important  reform  which  it  is  hoped  to 
accomplish,  but  just  how  it  is  hard  to  say,  is  the 
prevention  of  the  promiscuous  shipping  of  coal 
into  this  market  on  consignment  and  then  knock¬ 
ing  the  bottom  out  of  the  market  by  disposing  of 
it  at  prices  far  below  circular.  The  legal  depart¬ 
ments  of  the, railroad  companies  are  now  strug¬ 
gling  with  the  question. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

Among  the  recent  visitors  to  Detroit  was  C. 
H.  Clark  of  Williams  &  Peters,  of  Buffalo. 

M.  T.  Roach,  vice-president  of  the  Kanawha 
Fuel  Company,  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  was  in  this 
city  last  week. 

M.  C.  Jones,  of  the  Hughes  Creek  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Columbus,  called  on  the  trade  the  early 
part  of  this  week. 

J.  M.  Hammond,  president  of  the  Flint  Coal 
Company,  of  Flint,  Mich.,  spent  the  day  in  this 
city  last  Saturday. 

Venable  Johnson,  Detroit  agent  for  the  W.  R. 
Johnson  Coal  Company,  of  Crescent,  W.  Va.,  is 
just  recovering  from  a  severe  sickness  which 
came  near  developing  into  typhoid  fever. 

W.  J.  Scully  has  closed  a  deal  for  handling 
the  entire  output  of  a  West  Virginia  mine  which 
produces  the  Blue  Ridge  coal.  Mr.  Scully  re¬ 
turned  from  West  Virginia  the  latter  part  of 
last  week. 

Last  Tuesday  the  miners  and  operators  of  the 
Saginaw  Valley  sighed  a  scale  which  is  practic¬ 
ally  the  same  as  last  year’s  agreement,  with  the 
further  proviso  that  any  miner  that  violates  the 
scale  shall  be  fined  $2  for  each  day  that  he  is  on 
a  strike. 

W.  F.  Parker  &  Company  is  the  name  of  a  new 
concern  which  will  open  an  office  on  the  eighth 
floor  of  the  Majestic  building  on  the  1st  of  May. 
Mr.  Parker  resigned  his  position  of  Detroit  rep¬ 
resentative  for  the  Blaine  and  Island  Creek  Coal 
companies,  which  resignation  took  effect  April  15. 
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The  Draeger  Apparatus 

Aids  In  Rescue  Work. 


In  accordance  with  their  policy  of  investigat¬ 
ing  every  promising  method  for  reducing  the 
risks  of  mining,  the  anthracite  coal  operators 
have  just  made  a  test  of  a  new  life-saving  ap¬ 
paratus.  It  is  a  German  invention,  and  its 
function  is  to  keep  the  man  who  wears  it  sup¬ 
plied  with  pure  air  while  he  fights  mine  fires 
or  rescues  comrades  who  have  been  overcome. 

The  test  took  place  in  one  of  the  mines  near 
Scranton.  About  thirty  officials  of  the  com¬ 
panies  gathered  to  witness  it.  A  mine  gang¬ 
way  was  allowed  to  fill  with  gas,  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  test.  Two  volunteers,  fitted  out 
with  the  helmets,  explored  the  gangway  and 
chambers  branching  out  from  it.  Emerging 
from  the  gas,  they  reported  themselves  none 
the  worse  for  the  experience. 

The  chief  part  of  the  Draeger  apparatus,  so 
called  after  its  inventor,  is  carried  upon  the 
back;  it  includes  cylinder-tanks  of  oxygen, 
and  potash  cartridges  for  absorbing  carbonic 
acid  gas  exhaled  from  the  lungs.  The  oxy¬ 
gen  contained  in  the  cylinder  at  an  initial  pres¬ 
sure  of  2,000  pounds  issues  to  the  helmet  at 
the  proper  rate  for  consumption  by  the  lungs. 
The  exhaled  air  at  the  same  time  is  purified 
by  passing  through  the  potash  cartridges,  and 
is  used  over  a^ain  in  conjunction  with  the  fresh 
oxygen  from  the  tanks.  The  apparatus  will 
supply  air  to  the  wearer  for  two  hours  with¬ 
out  replenishing. 

Recent  disasters  in  bituminous  mines,  in 
this  country  and  abroad,  have  aroused  wide¬ 
spread  interest  in  the  subect  of  mine  acci¬ 
dents.  The  United  States  government,  even, 
has  conducted  inquiries  into  the  causes  of  ac¬ 
cidents,  with  a  view  to  finding  means  to  pre¬ 
vent  them.  In  the  anthracite  mines  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
miners  have  been  so  perfected  that  fatalities 
are  practically  limited  to  such  as  are  brought 
about  by  carelessness  or  deliberate  negligence. 

This  device  now  being  investigated  is  de¬ 
signed  for  use  in  either  smoke  or  in  the  deadly 
gas  which  occasionally  fills  sections  of  mines. 
The  ventilating  systems  installed  by  the  anth¬ 
racite  companies  are  so  complete  that  the  gas 
is  rarely  allowed  to  form  in  dangerous  volume, 
but  the  companies,  nevertheless,  provide  the 
most  modern  equipment  for  rescue  work.  Of¬ 
ficials  are  on  constant  watch  for  inventions 
which  may  reduce  the  dangers  of  the  miner’s 
occupation. 

Though  they  prepare  thus  for  fire-fighting 
and  rescue,  the  companies  seek  to  put  most 
emphasis  upon  the  prevention  of  conditions 
which  lead  to  fires  and  explosions.  To  this 
end  they  have  a  thorough  system  of  inspec¬ 
tion  as  well  as  thorough  ventilation.  The 
state  of  Pennsylvania  has  twenty  inspectors 
on  duty  in  the  anthracite  region,  and  they  co¬ 
operate  with  the  company  officials  in  prevent¬ 
ing  accidents.  Taking  in  the  whole  state,  there 
are  more  mine  inspectors  on  duty  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  than  in  all  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land. 

Examinations  of  mine  employes  in  regard 
to  protective  measures,  are  held  by  the  com¬ 
panies,  and  these  have  created  much  enthus¬ 
iasm  among  the  men.  One  of  the  anthracite 
companies,  for  example,  gives  a  trophy  to  the 
district  making  the  highest  average  in  the  ex¬ 
aminations.  If  the  same  district  comes  out 
ahead  three  times  in  succession  it  holds  the 
trophy  permanently.  The  spirit  of  rivalry 
makes  the  men  study  the  regulations  much 
more  carefully,  perhaps,  than  they  otherwise 
would. 

The  early  morning  inspection  by  the  fire 
bosses  is,  perhaos,  the  most  valuable  of  protec¬ 
tive  measures.  Several  hours  before  the  miners 
go  to  work  the  bosses  visit  all  the  working 
chambers  and  test  them  for  gas.  If  there  is 
any  reason  why  a  miner  would  not  be  safe  in 
any  chamber,  the  boss  indicates  the  danger 
making  a  conspicuous  mark  on  the  coal 
“face.”  Besides  that,  he  reports  the  danger¬ 


ous  chambers  to  the  foreman  and  the  fore¬ 
man  does  not  allow  anybody  to  enter  them. 

In  his  last  report  the  chief  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Department  of  Mines  says  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  accidents  are  undoubt¬ 
edly  caused  by  the  carelessness  or  negligence 
of  the  victims.  The  miner  who  is,  in  a  way, 
an  independent  contractor  and  employs  his 
own  laborers,  is  supposed  to  use  ordinary  in¬ 
telligence  in  his  operations.  It  is  when  he 
doesn’t  do  this  that  an  accident  results.  Then, 
sometimes,  rescue  apparatus  comes  in  handy. 

Hence  the  present  test  of  a  breathing  ap¬ 
paratus  for  which  important  claims  are  made. 
The  Draeger  apparatus  has  been  used  in  Eu¬ 
ropean  mines,  though  it  is  not  yet  widely 
known  in  this  country.  It  was  used  in  the 
rescue  of  miners  at  the  time  of  the  disaster 
at  Courrieres,  France.  One  of  its  principal 
advantages  is  that  the  wearer  can  see  and 
hear  as  usual,  and  can  be  easily  heard  when 
he  speaks  to  a  companion  rescuer.  The  ap¬ 
paratus  weighs  about  twenty-eight  pounds  and 
is  simple  in  its  operation. 

In  addition  to  life-saving  appliances  of  this 
character,  the  anthracite  companies  all  have 
first-aid-to-the-injured  corps  in  their  mines. 


The  Draeger  Apparatus. 


The  men  in  these  corps  have  regular  drills, 
and  are  instructed  by  physicians  retained  for 
the  purpose  by  the  companies.  The  “miner- 
doctors”  have  become  remarkably  skillful  in 
applying  bandages,  making  splints  and  tourni¬ 
quets,  and  in  other  phases  of  the  first-aid 
work.  Every  year  a  competition  drill  between 
the  corps  in  the  numerous  anthracite  collieries 
is  held  at  one  of  the  towns  in  the  region. 

One  of  the  greater  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
reducing  the  number  of  mine  accidents  is  the 
supplanting  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  miners  b”  a 
miscellaneous  foreign  element.  These  for¬ 
eigners,  speaking  a  dozen  or  more  different 
languages,  are  below  the  British  and  the  Ger¬ 
mans  in  education  and  general  efficiency  and 
they  are  careless  of  their  own  lives  and  the 
lives  of  others.  It  has  been  found  possible, 
too,  sometimes  to  buy  miners’  certificates  and 
thus  avoid  the  effect  of  the  law  which  re¬ 
quires  experience  before  the  state  will  grant  a 
certificate.  In  this  way  incompetent  men  of¬ 
ten  get  into  the  mines  and  the  operators  are 
powerless  to  prevent  it. 

Instructions  are  printed  in  every  language 
spoken  in  the  mines  and  are  posted  promin¬ 
ently  where  all  the  mine  workers  may  see 
them.  In  many  instances,  however,  the  state 
inspectors  have  learned  that  the  men  pay  too 
little  attention  to  the  notices. 


Cincinnati  Trade. 


Market  Conditions  Have  Not  Improved 
Except  as  to  Nut  and  Slack. 
Which  are  Stronger 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  April  16. 

There  is  absolutely  no  improvement  in  the 
general  market  here.  The  demand  for  lump 
coal  is  next  to  nothing,  and,  of  course,  the 
small  production  of  this  grade  makes  nut  and 
slack  very  scarce,  so  that  there  seems  to  be  a 
great  demand  for  fine  coal,  when  in  reality  the 
demand  is  only  moderate  and  the  supply  short. 
This  is  the  one  strong  point  in  the  market. 

Nut  and  slack  is  very  firm  at  comparatively 
high  prices.  Sixty-five  cents  to  80  cents  a  ton 
at  the  mines  is  the  range  for  nut  and  slack, 
with  the  ordinary  kinds  selling  at  75  cents. 
The  scarcity  of  nut  and  slack  affects  in  a  small 
degree  the  market  for  run-of-mine,  but  not 
enough  to  make  a  change  in  prices.  One  dol¬ 
lar  a  ton  at  the  mines  is  the  usual  contract 
price  of  the  high  grades  of  that  fuel,  with  spot 
sales  a  little  below  that  figure,  and  an  occa¬ 
sional  small  lot  of  distress  run-of-mine  going 
as'  low  as  85  cents.  Lump  coal  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary  splint  quality  is  quoted  at  $1.25  and  $1.30 
a  ton  at  the  mines,  with  coarser  grades  as  high 
as  $1.50.  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  are  universally  quoted  at  $1.60  a  ton  at 
the  mines,  with  run-of-mine  $1.25.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  smokeless  coal  is  very  small,  but 
there  is  a  good  tone  to  the  market,  with  abso¬ 
lutely  no  disposition  to  shade  these  prices. 

River  lump  is  firm  at  7J4  and  8  cents  a 
bushel  of  2,688  cubic  inches,  and  nut  and  slack 
ranges  from  5  to  6  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in 
barges.  There  is  no  change  in  the  river  situ¬ 
ation.  There  is  plenty  of  coal  here  afloat  for 
the  immediate  demands  of  the  trade,  and 
enough  left  over  for  emergencies  the  holders 
of  this  coal  hope  may  arise.  The  retail  trade 
is  dull,  except  for  a  few  straggling  orders  from 
families  who  have  to  buy  in  small  quantities 
to  tide  them  over  the  present  cold  wave  that 
is  making  fires  a  necessity. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  board  of  directors  of  Longview  Hospital 
are  advertising  for  proposals  for  furnishing 
5,000  tons  of  coal  with  an  option  on  another 
1,000  tons.  Bids  will  be  received  up  to  noon 
April  21. 

Clem  Heck,  well  known  throughout  the  coal 
trade  as  one  of  the  leading  anthracite  men, 
was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor  during  the 

week. 

M.  L.  Sternberger,  the  wealthy  Jackson  coal 
man,  passed  through  this  city  Thursday  on  his 
way  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  to  try  to  regain  his 
health.  He  was  traveling  in  his  private  car. 
Mr.  Sternberger  has  been  ailing  for  several 
months. 

Ben  Brady,  who  has  been  with  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  branch  of  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  for 
many  years  as  a  city  salesman,  has  severed  his 
connection  with  that  concern  and  has  signed 
with  the  White  Oak  Cole  Company,  a  rapidly 
growing  company,  as  retail  sales  manager.  Mr. 
Brady  probably  enjoys  the  largest  acquaintance 
of  retail  coal  buyers  of  any  man  in  the  city. 
He  is  known  as  an  excellent  salesman. 

The  trustees,  board  of  public  affairs  of  Read¬ 
ing,  Ohio,  will  open  bids  at  noon,  Monday, 
April  27,  for  supplying  1,500  tons  of  smokeless 
run-of-mine  for  use  in  the  village  water  works. 


“Shot  Flrers”  Involved. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  April  16. — Two  hitches  pre¬ 
vent  the  agreement  of  the  miners  and  oper¬ 
ators  of  Western  Kentucky,  who  are  meeting 
here,  and  a  strike  is  promised.  The  miners  and 
operators  refuse  to  pay  for  the  “shot  firers,” 
provided  by  the  law  just  passed  by  the  legisla¬ 
ture.  The  miners  also  refuse  to  sign  a  one- 
year  contract,  insisting  that  it  be  for  two 
years. 
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Knoxville  Convention. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  April  16. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  joint  meeting  of  the  Kentucky 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  and  the  South¬ 
eastern  Coal  Merchants’  Association  at  Knox¬ 
ville,  now  in  session,  is  proving  a  great  success. 
Over  three  hundred  visiting  coal  men  are  present, 
profiting  by  splendid  addresses  and  enjoying  the 
many  pleasures  provided  by  the  coal  operators, 
who  are  the  hosts  of  the  occasion.  So  well  are 
the  retailers  pleased  that  they  have  decided  to 
meet  in  Knoxville  in  joint  session  next  year,  and 
one  of  the  associations  has  expressed  an  opinion 
favorable  to  meeting  in  Knoxville  every  year. 

The  meeting  is  the  largest  ever  held  in  the 
south,  and  it  has  brought  the  dealers  in  touch 
with  the  operators  as  never  before.  Yesterday 
afternoon  the  operators,  seeing  the  benefit  of  a 
closer  organization  similar  to  that  of  the  dealers, 


held  a  meeting  which  promises  to  result  in  a 
strong  organization. 

The  opening  of  the  convention  was  interesting 
and  profitable,  with  welcome  addresses,  responses 
and  an  address  by  F.  A.  Hobbs  of  Benton  Har¬ 
bor,  Mich.  Mayor  Brooks,  in  speaking  words  of 
welcome,  declared  that  the  coal  men  in  front  of 
him  were  one  of  the  finest  bodies  of  men  he  had 
ever  looked  upon,  and  that  they  certainly  looked 
prosperous  whether  they  were  or  not. 

George  M.  Chowning,  of  Shelbyville,  Ky.,  made 
a  happy  response  in  behalf  of  the  Kentucky  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  spoke  complimentary  of  Knoxville, 
its  beauty  and  importance  as  the  greatest  coal 
distributing  city  in  the  south.  For  the  southeast¬ 
ern  association,  C.  C.  Harper,  of  Rome,  Ga.,  spoke 
briefly  and  cordially,  in  which  he  said  that  he 
hoped  the  meeting  would  be  so  mutually  helpful 
to  the  city  and  to  the  visitors  that  Knoxville 
would  be  the  annual  meeting  place  of  the  joint 
association. 

Mr.  Hobbs,  of  Michigan,  spoke  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  about  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  or¬ 


ganization  of  coal  men.  He  declared  that  an 
association,  to  be  permanently  successful,  must 
minister  to  the  welfare  of  all.  This  he  would 
have  as  the  motto  of  the  organized  efforts  of  the 
coal  trade.  The  golden  rule,  he  said,  should  be 
the  underlying  principle. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  work  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Coal  Merchants’  Association,  of  how 
departments  were  working  on  the  exact  cost  of 
coal  and  on  the  question  of  short  weights.  He 
expressed  the  hope  that  delegates  should  be  sent 
from  the  two  associations  in  joint  session  to  the 
next  annual  meeting,  believing  that  something 
helpful  would  come  of  it.  To  be  blamed  as  much 
as  was  the  custom  for  giving  short  weights,  Mr. 
Hobbs  said,  was  not  deserved  by  the  coal  dealers. 
The  coal  dealer  was  as  good  or  better  in  giving 
full  measure  and  down  weights  as  any  other 
class  of  merchants. 

The  afternoon  of  Tuesday  was  given  over  to 
business  sessions  of  the  two  associations.  Some 


interesting  addresses  were  delivered  at  both  meet¬ 
ings  on  the  live  subjects  confronting  the  trade. 
Among  these  subjects  of  discussion  was  that  of 
reciprocal  demurrage.  The  Kentucky  association 
especially  urged  better  car  service  regulations  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  see  what  measures 
could  be  enacted,  especially  with  reference  to 
business  in  Tennessee. 

At  the  Kentucky  meeting  Will  H.  Farley, 
of  Paducah,  Ky.,  told  of  the  advantages  of  a  local 
organization,  how  it  was  worked  in  his  town,  how 
the  grand  jury  was  invited  to  investigate  and  see 
that  there  was  no  restraint  of  trade,  and  of  how 
the  jury  failed  to  bring  in  an  indictment. 

Robert  L.  Brown,  of  the  Brown  Coal  Company, 
of  Memphis,  spoke  of  the  car  service  rules  as 
they  applied  to  Tennessee,  telling  of  how  the 
Memphis  Commercial  Club  had  gone  to  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature  with  a  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage  bill,  and  of  how  it  failed  because  of  a 
lack  of  preparation  to  meet  the  arguments  of  the 
railroad  attorneys.  Speaking  on  the  same  subject, 
John  B.  Payne,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  told  of  what 


had  been  done  in  Kentucky  whereby  a  car  service 
association  was  formed  and  much  better  service 
resulted.  Among  the  provisions  were  reciprocal 
demurrage,  a  provision  whereby  a  car  of  sixty 
tons  could  be  unloaded  in  forty-eight  hours,  and 
all  above  that  seventy-two  hours.  A  committee 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  W.  H.  Farley,  of 
Paducah,  Ky. ;  Robert  L.  Brown,  of  Memphis ; 
John  B.  Payne,  of  Lexington,  and  Howell  Davis, 
of  Knoxville,  to  further  legislation  in  this  respect. 

Going  into  the  election  of  officers  the  conven¬ 
tion  re-elected  the  old  officials  as  follows :  Pres¬ 
ident,  Charles  A.  Roth,  Knoxville;  vice-president, 
Will  TT.  Farley,  Paducah,  Ky. ;  treasurer,  John  B. 
Payne,  Lexington,  Ky.  J.  Webb,  of  Guthrie, 
Ky.,  was  elected  a  director  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  to  succeed  B.  C.  Dickson,  of  Glasgow;  W. 
T.  Atkinson,  of  Garksville,  Tenn.,  was  elected  a 
director  for  a  three  years’  term,  to  succeed  W.  T. 
Murphy,  of  Matin,  Tenn.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors  George  Cary  Tabb  of  Louis¬ 
ville  was  re-elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
association. 

At  the  business  meeting  of  the  southeastern 
association  there  was  a  large  attendance  and  an 
interesting  discussion  of  several  subjects.  The 
discussion  was  informal  and  general,  most  of 
those  present  having  something  to  say  one  wav 
and  another  on  all  of  the  subjects  discussed. 
Among  the  subjects  discussed  were  reciprocal 
demurrage,  short  weights,  delay  in  transit,  grades 
of  coal  and  the  selling  of  coal  by  the  operators 
to  the  consumers.  This  association  decided  to  ac¬ 
cent  the  invitation  of  the  coal  operators  of  Knox¬ 
ville  and  to  meet  here  next  year. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  coming  year  were 
as  follows:  President,  J.  A.  Yarbrough,  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.  C. ;  vice-president  for  Georgia,  C.  C. 
Harper,  Rome,  Ga. ;  vice-president  for  South 
Carolina,  T.  R.  Haygood,  Spartanburg;  vice- 
president  for  Alabama,  T.  C.  Strong,  Mobile.  Ala. ; 
vice-president  for  Florida,  John  Massey,  Pensa¬ 
cola  i  secretary  and  treasurer,  W.  F.  Plane,  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Ga.  Board  of  directors :  J.  B.  Campbell,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  1908:  H.  V.  R.  Schrader,  Greenwood, 
S.  C.,  1908;  Holmes  Johnson,  M’acon,  Ga.,  1909; 
W.  D.  Anderson,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  1909 ;  W.  S. 
Garfield,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  1910. 

A  large  number  of  coal  men  were  koruskated 
last  night  into  the  Order  of  Kokoals,  following 
which  there  was  another  banquet.  The  banquet 
of  Tuesday  night  was  an  immense  success.  Sev¬ 
eral  witty  speakers  were  heard,  and  by  good  for¬ 
tune  Opie  Read,  the  novelist,  being  present,  was 
heard  in  his  wittiest  vein.  Today  many  of  the 
visitors  went  to  neighboring  mines  for  a  day’s 
outing  and  instruction  in  the  science  of  mining 
coal. 


Two  Coal  Mine  Deals. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  April  16. — The  Ohio  and  Ken¬ 
tucky  Coal  Company  has  bought  the  Hillside 
mines  from  John  B.  Brashears,  of  Madisonville, 
for  the  sum  of  $136,000.  Tt  will  operate  the  prop¬ 
erties,  which  lie  on  the  Illinois  Central,  in  Muh¬ 
lenberg  county.  Mr.  Brashears  was  in  town  lately 
to  confirm  the  sale.  He  bought  the  Oak  Hill 
mines,  near  Nortonville  after  disposing  of  the 
Hillside  mines,  and  came  to  Louisville  to  sign 
the  union  scale  and  employ  union  labor. 

The  officers  of  the  purchasing  company  are : 
President,  Frank  J.  Brown,  of  Dayton;  N.  Metz, 
of  Dayton,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  E.  L. 
Shell,  of  Madisonville,  general  manager. 


The  Dubois  Courier  says  that  there  has 
been  a  noticeable  increase  of  the  coal  business 
on  the  B.,  R.  &  P.  railroad.  It  is  stated  that 
considerable  coal  is  now  being  sent  north,  as 
at  this  time  last  year.  Considerable  of  this 
business  is  due  to  the  fact  that  shortly  naviga¬ 
tion  will  open  upon  the  lakes  and  a  big  mar¬ 
ket  for  coal  will  be  opened  up  in  the  territory 
reached  by  lake  steamers.  Another  feature 
that  will  add  to  the  amount  of  business  done 
over  this  road  will  be  the  opening  of  the  ferry 
recently  inaugurated  by  the  B.,  R.  &  P.  across 
Lake  Ontario.  This  ferry  opens  up  a  territory 
that  has  heretofore  remained  untouched  by 
shippers  in  the  Dubois  territory. 
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Buffalo  Market. 


New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Movement  Heavy  for  April — 
Summer  Quietness  Character¬ 
izes  Bituminous  Trade. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  April  16. 

The  companies  are  very  busy  filling  April 
orders  for  anthracite,  so  that  all  the  operations 
are  being  worked  full  time.  As  there  are  only 
about  two  or  three  holidays  to  be  observed  by 
the  miners  this  month  it  is  probable  that  the 
April  production  will  be  fully  as  heavy  as  that  of 
last  April,  if  not  larger.  The  production  is  being 
promptly  placed,  and  it  now  looks  as  if  the  com¬ 
panies  will  have  plenty  of  business  to  take  them 
up  to  the  latter  part  of  May  without  having  to 
restrict  mining  operations. 

The  difference  between  trade  this  April  and 
last  April  is  that  the  dealers  are  not  as  urgent 
for  coal  now  as  they  were  last  year.  They  had 
gone  through  a  severe  winter,  which  left  them 
with  clean  pockets  and  bins,  whereas  this  April 
found  many  of  them  with  coal  on  hand,  and  since 
the  first  of  the  month  there  has  been  no  great 
need  of  coal  for  heating  purposes.  Dealers  are, 
therefore,  only  concerned  about  getting  in  their 
purchases  of  April  coal  before  the  end  of  the 
month,  when  the  price  takes  the  ten  cents  ad¬ 
vance. 

Some  of  the  companies  and  middlemen  report 
that  their  business  this  month  is  about  up  to 
that  of  last  April,  but  taking  the  situation  as  a 
whole,  it  is  estimated  that  there  is  a  falling  off 
in  the  demand  which,  it  is  believed,  will  aggre¬ 
gate  more  than  ten  per  cent  when  the  shipments 
for  the  month  have  been  completed.  As  is  cus¬ 
tomary  each  April,  some  of  the  heaviest  pur¬ 
chasers  of  coal  place  orders  for  April  delivery 
with  more  than  one  company,  with  the  purpose 
in  view  to  get  as  much  April  coal  delivered  as 
possible  during  the  month.  Should  the  buyer  have 
his  full  tonnage  delivered  him  before  the  end  of 
the  month,  he  promptly  gives  the  companies  who 
still  have  his  orders  booked  cancellation  notice, 
or  a  new  order  for  certain  tonnage  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  the  succeeding  month.  It  seems  that  this 
season  the  companies  are  in  better  position  to  fill 
orders  promptly  than  in  former  seasons. 

The  New  England  section  is  taking  consider¬ 
able  coal,  both  all  rail  and  by  tide,  to  the  tidewater 
ports.  All  rail  trade  is  active  to  all  the  line 
points,  and  car  supply  up  to  the  moment  has  been 
ample  to  meet  the  demand.  While  a  heavy  ton¬ 
nage  is  now  going  to  the  line  trade,  it  is  not 
believed  that  this  trade  will  be  such  heavy  factors 
after  about  the  middle  of  May.  Dealers  at  many 
line  points  are  said  to  be  going  conservatively 
about  placing  orders  for  coal,  as  many  of  them 
are  guarding  against  taking  on  more  coal  than 
they  think  they  can  conveniently  pay  for  within 
the  time  allowed  them  by  the  companies  for  pay¬ 
ment.  While  the  banks  throughout  the  east  are 
said  to  have  plenty  of  money  to  loan,  they  are 
very  timid  about  making  loans  following  the 
panicky  times,  so  that  the  dealer  who  is  not  pre¬ 
pared  or  willing  to  give  what  is  known  as  gilt 
edge  security  is  not  able  to  borrow  the  funds 
that  lie  needs.  This  is  going  to  have  no  little 
effect  in  curtailing  the  amount  of  coal  taken  by 
the  retail  dealers  this  spring. 

The  lake  trade  has  not  yet  opened  up,  though 
some  lots  of  coal  are  being  loaded  in  vessels 
to  be  held  until  the  season  begins.  The  tonnage 
of  coal  going  to  these  points  is,  at  present,  very 
small.  Some  coal  is  going  all  rail  to  western 
points,  but  the  companies  are  concentrating  their 
efforts  this  month  to  supplying  the  demand  for 
coal  from  the  east. 

Nearly  all  of  the  domestic  sizes  are  moving 
freely.  Broken  is  perhaps  the  longest  of  the 
prepared  sizes,  but  there  will  be  no  accumulation 
of  this  size.  Most  of  the  companies  are  very 
short  of  pea,  which  is  holding  firmly  at  the  price 
quoted  in  the  circular.  For  immediate  needs,  the 
steam  sizes  are  inactive.  Some  individual  ship¬ 
pers  are  finding  that  they  have  to  make  conces¬ 
sions  in  some  cases  to  get  cargoes  taken,  though 
the  companies  say  that  they  are  not  experiencing 
this  trouble.  Prices  at  New  York  harbor  on  No. 
1  buckwheat  range  from  $2.35  to  $2.50 ;  rice,  $1.65 
to  $2.00;  barley,  $1.35  to  $1.50. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  charac¬ 


terized  by  that  quietness  which  is  prevalent  usually 
in  mid-summer.  While  some  of  the  companies 
have  pretty  well  contracted  for  their  output,  in 
the  absence  of  first  shipping  orders  they  are  not 
running  their  operations  on  full  time.  Some  com¬ 
plaints  arc  heard  about  trouble  emanating  from 
the  forcing  of  coal  forward  on  last  season’s  con¬ 
tracts  expiring  the  first  of  the  month.  While  it  is 
believed  that  most  of  the  large  contracts  have 
been  cleaned  up,  there  arc  many  small  contracts, 
from  10,000  to  25,000  and  even  50,000  tons,  which 
are  yet  open,  and  it  seems  that  buyers  are  indif¬ 
ferent  about  getting  in  the  coal.  They  have  been 
entertaining  bids  and  comparing  prices  and  test¬ 
ing  sample  cargoes,  but  salesmen  are  having  a 
hard  time  to  get  them  to  the  point  of  signing  up. 
The  situation  is  decidedly  changed  from  that  of 
last  year,  and  it  is  now  evident  that  we  are  to 
have  a  summer  season  which  will  be  beset  with 
many  problems  for  the  operators  and  salesmen. 

In  some  sections  we  hear  of  operations  which 
are  worked  on  full  time  for  a  week  or  more, 
but  this  must  not  be  taken  as  an  indication  that 
business  has  toned  up  to  the  point  that  the  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  warrants  the  operations  to  be 
worked  on  full  time.  Usually  when  an  operation 
is  worked  for  a  full  week  it  is  the  case  that  there 
has  been  an  accumulation  of  orders,  and  that  as 
soon  as  these  orders  are  filled  operations  are 
stopped  until  more  business  develops.  Some  of 
the  operators,  nevertheless,  are  getting  out  a  fair 
tonnage  of  coal,  but  there  is  no  evidence  at  hand 
that  the  production  for  the  month  will  come  any¬ 
where  near  the  tonnage  produced  and  placed  last 
April.  There  is  no  heavy  accumulation  of  coal  at 
the  tidewater  ports,  as  producers  are  not  sending 
coal  forward  now  without  orders,  so  that  one 
does  not  hear  of  sacrifice  sales,  which  were  so 
common  during  the  early  winter  months. 

Trade  along  the  coast  is  dull.  This  is  best 
evidenced  by  the  appeals  by  the  boat  owners  for 
cargoes.  A  year  ago,  charters  were  being  made 
at  $1.00  and  $1.10  from  the  lower  ports  to  Bos¬ 
ton.  Charters  are  now  being  made  as  low  as  55 
and  60  cents,  and  even  these  attractive  rates  do 
not  secure  cargoes.  Trade  in  the  far  east  has  not 
opened  up  yet,  although  the  shoal  water  ports 
have  been  open  for  some  times.  Some  small  lots 
are  going  occasionally  to  some  of  these  ports,  but 
the  heavy  shipping  which  is  usually  prevalent 
about  this  time  of  year  has  not  yet  materialized. 

New  England  trade  is  unchanged.  There  is  no 
urgent  demand  for  coal  from  any  point.  Line 
trade  is  only  active  in  spots.  Car  supply  is  plenti¬ 
ful,  and  the  roads  are  bringing  coal  forward  on 
fair  schedule  time.  Along  the  sound  there  is 
only  a  fair  demand  for  the  better  grades,  while 
the  inferior  coals  are  inactive.  A  recent  require¬ 
ment  of  the  railroads,  that  of  making  the  ship¬ 
per  prepay  freight  charges  on  coal  to  line  points, 
is  tending  to  restrict  shipments.  The  shipper  be¬ 
fore  advancing  the  freight  charges  on  a  car  of 
coal  is  usually  pretty  well  informed  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  receiver  to  pay  his  bills  promptly, 
and  where  the  buyer  is  not  rated  accordingly 
shipments  are  not  made  as  freely  as  when  the 
freight  charges  were  collectible  at  destination. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  flat.  There  are  very 
few  sales  of  spot  coal  noted,  the  bulk  of  the  coal 
coming  to  this  harbor  being  upon  contracts. 
Good  grades  steam  coal  are  sold  from  $2.50  to 
$2.75,  with  some  inferior  coals  selling  at  $2.40. 

The  vessel  market  is  weak.  There  are  plenty 
of  large  boats  offering,  but  there  is  a  marked 
scarcity  of  small  boats  of  light  draught.  The 
low  prices  do  not  attract  them.  We  quote  as 
follows :  From  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem 
and  Portland,  60  to  65  cents ;  Lynn,  65  to  70 
cents;  Newburyport  and  Portsmouth,  70  to  75 
cents;  Saco,  $1.00;  Bath,  75  to  80  cents;  Bangor, 
75  to  80  cents ;  Gardiner,  80  cents ;  to  sound 
points,  50  to  55  cents;  from  New  York  harbor 
around  the  cape  to  Boston,  55  to  60  cents;  to  New 
Bedford,  50  cents;  Providence,  45  cents;  New 
Haven,  40  cents. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines 
east  of  Pittsburgh  and  Erie  for  the  week 
ended  Aoril  4,  compares,  in  tons,  with  the 
corresponding  period  last  year,  as  follows: 

1908.  1907.  Increase. 

Week  ended  April  4.  .  913,810  873,224  40,586 

Year,  Jan.  1-April  4.-11,934,375  14,822,016  *2,887,641 

‘Decrease. 


Buffalo,  April  16. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 

' — Conditions  of  the  Buffalo  trade  have  shown 
no  perceptible  change  for  better  or  worse  within 
the  past  seven  days.  April  orders  under  the  new 
price  circular  have  been  liberal  and  the  indica¬ 
tions  are  for  a  fair  business  for  the  remainder 
of  the  month  and  perhaps  well  into  May. 

With  the  delay  in  the  opening  of  navigation, 
which  it  is  now  thought  will  be  prolonged  even 
beyond  the  extreme  date  anticipated  a  week  ago, 
the  stocks  are  being  greatly  increased  and  there 
is  probably  more  coal  on  hand  at  this  port,  at 
present,  than  has  been  the  case,  at  this  period 
of  the  year,  for  several  seasons.  No  loading  is 
being  done,  and  even  those  vessels  which  have 
taken  on  cargoes  are  not  fitting  out  or  making 
any  apparent  effort  to  prepare  for  sailing. 

How  far  the  action  of  the  Lake  Carriers’  As¬ 
sociation  action  in  declaring  for  an  open  shop, 
will  affect  the  coal  trade  from  Buffalo,  early  this 
spring,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  Should  a  fight  be 
precipitated  between  the  vessel  owners  and  the 
engineers  and  firemen,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe 
that  considerable  delay  to  these  vessels  will  result. 
Owners  are  very  optimistic,  however,  believing 
that  the  present  dullness  in  labor  will  be  an  in¬ 
centive  to  the  men  to  sign  their  old  contracts,  in¬ 
asmuch  as  the  wage  schedule  of  last  year  is  not 
to  be  interfered  with. 

There  is  a  fair  movement  on  line  order  business 
for  all  grades  of  anthracite,  and  chestnut  is  par¬ 
ticularly  active,  which  means,  of  course,  that  there 
is  no  over-supply  of  this  particular  size.  Stove 
and  nut  are  in  ample  supply  to  meet  all  demands. 
In  the  local  anthracite  trade  there  has  been  un¬ 
usual  activity,  for  the  ice  in  the  lake  has  given 
this  section  a  decidedly  chilly  atmosphere  and 
furnaces  are  still  in  service.  In  addition  to  this 
hand  to  mouth  consumption,  many  public  insti¬ 
tutions,  churches,  and  societies  are  laying  in  the 
season’s  stock,  and  the  local  dealers  have  been 
busy. 

Dealers  report  a  shortage  in  the  steam  sizes 
of  anthracite  and  dealers  are  not  going  out  of 
their  ways  to  procure  contracts  for  these  grades. 
On  the  other  hand,  while  there  is  no  active  de¬ 
mand  for  present  use  by  the  consumers,  and  small 
dealers,  they  are  all  quite  anxious  to  lay  in  a 
supply  for  the  anticipated  activity  in  the  indus¬ 
trial  world  which  they  all  appear  to  feel  will 
come  after  the  presidential  nominations  are  made. 

Managers  of  the  big  coarse  freighters  are  not 
doing  any  work  in  the  direction  of  fitting  out  and 
in  only  a  few  cases,  where  there  is  a  large  amount 
of  repair  work  to  be  done,  have  engineers  been 
ordered  to  their  boats.  It  is  reported  that  the 
engineers  of  the  Tonawanda  Iron  &  Steel  Com¬ 
pany’s  fleet  have  signed  the  contracts  offered  by 
the  owners  of  the  fleet  and  will  be  ready  to  take 
their  boats  out  when  ordered  to  do  so. 

Bituminous  Market. 

Dullness,  noted  last  week  in  the  bituminous 
field,  is  continued,  and  no  encouragement  is  felt 
for  the  immediate  future.  There  is  more  soft 
coal  stored  at  this  point  now  than  has  been  known 
before  at  this  time  in  the  year.  The  market  is 
absolutely  dead,  and  what  few  sales  are  made 
are  of  little  consequence.  There  is  general  inac¬ 
tivity  at  the  mines,  both  in  the  Pittsburgh  and  Al¬ 
legheny  Valley  districts. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad  &  Coal  Company,  issues  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  trans¬ 
ported  over  the  road  for  the  week  ending 
April  11,  and  previously  during  the  year: 


Week  April  11,  1908. 

Broad 
Top  Coal. 

. .  9,90.8 

..  18,981 

Cumber¬ 
land  Coal. 
7,894 
10,270 

Total. 
17,797 
35,252 
292,379 
505,895 
..  17,797 

Total  for  year  1908. 
Cor.  period  in  1907.. 

.  .185,496 
.  .290,747 

106,882 

215,145 

..  17,454 

Total  amount  shipped 
Decrease  to  date  . . . 

to  date. . . . 

.  .292,379 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  is  sinking  a 
new  shaft  at  its  Dorrance  colliery,  near  Wilkes- 
barre. 
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Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  April  16 — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  a  rather  heavy  movement  of  an¬ 
thracite  this  month,  but  all  agree  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  on  the  books'  of  the  companies  is  not  as  heavy 
as  the  orders  on  hand  last  April.  There  is  not 
much  doing  in  the  retail  trade,  so  that  retailers 
who  are  taking  coal  this  month  are  taking  it  not 
for  the  purposes  of  immediate  consumption,  but 
to  get  the  advantage  of  the  cheap  price.  Every 
week  there  are  one  or  two  cool  days,  which  stim¬ 
ulates  consumption  a  little,  but  the  weather  gen¬ 
erally  is  too  mild  to  permit  of  the  heavy  con¬ 
sumption  that  characterized  the  early  spring- 
months  of  last  season.  Dealers  look  for  a  fairly 
heavy  movement  of  anthracite  up  to  the  middle 
of  May,  after  which  they  predict  that  business 
will  be  very  light  for  the  remainder  of  the  sum¬ 
mer.  Retailers  have  not  yet  reduced  their  prices, 
though  it  is  expected  that  they  will  do  so  be¬ 
fore  the  first  of  the  month. 

With  a  fair  amount  of  soft  coal  at  all  the 
eastern  ports,  and  with  little  demand  in  evi¬ 
dence  for  spot  coal,  the  situation  is  not  so 
bright  for  middle  and  commission  men.  What 
coal  is  being  moved  is  mostly  on  contract,  and 
there  are  complaints  that  buyers  are  somewhat 
laggard  in  taking  coal  of  this  nature.  The  busi¬ 
ness  is  at  the  moment  very  dull,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  producers  shoved  quite  a  lot  of  coal 
into  this  territory  in  March  to  complete  contracts, 
and  as  there  was  no  pressing  need  of  this  coal 
for  immediate  use  concerns  have  pretty  heavy 
stocks  of  coal  on  hand,  which  makes  the  mar¬ 
ket  very  dull  for  spot  business.  On  all  sides  there 
is  complaint  about  the  slowness  in  closing  up  con¬ 
tracts.  Producers  of  some  of  the  well  known 
grades  who  usually  have  their  entire  output  con¬ 
tracted  before  April  1,  still  have  some  of  their 
output  open,  and  buyers  who  have  not  contracted 
so  far  are  so  pestered  by  coal  salesmen  that  some 
of  them  seem  to  have  reached  the  conclusion 
that  they  will  do  just  about  as  well  to  buy  in 
the  open  market  as  they  may  need  the  coal  as 
to  tie  themselves  down  to  a  contract.  Prices  are 
about  as  last  reported.  Prices  on  standard  grades 
are  held  about  as  they  were,  though  for  cargo 
ends  sometimes  the  seller  will  make  a  reduction 
to  get  the  coal  off  his  hands.  Good  Pennsylvania 
coals  can  be  bought  at  Philadelphia  as  low  as 
$2.25  and  $2.30.  All-rail  coal  is  being  purchased 
from  $1  at  the  mines  up. 

Vessel  men  are  not  pleased  with  the  low  rates 
prevailing,  and  it  is  likely  that  some  of  the  boats 
will  be  temporarily  tied  up  or  put  in  other  lines 
if  cargoes  can  be  secured.  From  the  lower  port 
the  range  is  covered  between  55  and  70  cents, 
which  is  considerably  below  the  rates  which  ob¬ 
tained  about  this  time  last  year.  Small  draft 
vessels  are  not  offered  freely. 


News  Notes. 

The  Lynn  Coal  Company,  Lynn,  Mlass.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  Incor¬ 
porators  are:  Frank  W.  Pray,  Jos.  H.  Davidson, 
Wm.  E.  McCurda,  J.  Henry  Hemphill  and  W. 
Moran  Lynn. 

The  Ontario  &  Western’s  new  tug  “Ontario” 
was  in  harbor  here  Saturday  on  her  maiden  trip. 
She  brought  the  two  barges,  Forest  Belle  and 
Pilgrim,  from  Edgewater,  making  good  time  de¬ 
spite  the  bad  weather.  The  Ontario  is  one  of 
the  most  modern  tugs  afloat. 

Some  of  the  coal  dealers  who  were  burned  out 
by  the  Chelsea  fire  on  Sunday  are  Joseph  R.  Carr 
&  Sons,  468  Broadway;  Chelsea  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
65  Arlington ;  Friedman  Kievver,  40  Everett 
avenue ;  N.  F.  Gott  &  Son,  288  Chestnut ;  Morse 
Bros.,  67  Arlington;  John  O’Connor,  69  Broad¬ 
way;  Chas.  J.  Tinkhom,  180  Broadway.  The 
large  coal  pockets  on  the  water  front  escaped. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Beattie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

Business  is  quiet  in  the  export  coal  trade,  with 
freight  rates  nominally  the  same  as  last  quoted, 
and  although  a  few  charters  were  effected  the 
only  reported  fixture  is  the  steamer  “Glenwood,” 
1,253  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  Havana,  coal 
at  $1.10. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.10' to  $1.15  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 
$1.50  to  $1.60  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.35  to 


$1.45  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.45  to  $1.55  to  Daiquiri; 
$1.50  to  $1.60  to  Santiago;  $1.40  to  $1.50  to  Colon; 
$1.70  to  $1.75  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70 
to  $1.75  to  St.  Lucia ;  $1.30  to  $1.40  to  St.  Thomas ; 
$1.70  to  $1.75  to  Barbados;  $1.35  to  $1.45  to 
Kingston;  $1.10  to  $1.15  and  p.  c.  to  Curacoa ; 
$2.10  to  $2.20  to  Demerara  ;  $1.55  to  $1.65  to  Ber¬ 
muda  ;  $1.30  to  $1.40  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.30  to  $1.40 
to  Tampico  ($2.20  to  $2.30  to  Tampico  on  coke)  ; 
11s  6d  to  13s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  12s  6d  to  14s 
6d  to  Rio;  13s  to  15s  to  Santos;  10s  to  10s 
6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not 
east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded ; 
$4.25  and  discharged  to  Manila;  $4.50  and  dis¬ 
charged  to  Japanese  ports. 

Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  April  16. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Coal  men  are  interested  in  the  announce¬ 
ment  from  Washington  this  week  that  over  350,- 
000  tons  of  American  coal  will  be  needed  by  the 
battleship  fleet  now  in  the  Pacific  to  bring  them 
back  to  the  Atlantic  via  the  Suez  Canal  route. 
This  will  necessitate  the  purchasing  of  consid¬ 
erable  coal  to  supplement  the  purchases  made  last 
fall,  part  of  which  has  been  consumed  on  the  trip 
from  the  Atlantic  coast  to  San  Francisco,  where 
the  fleet  is  at  present.  Just  how  much  additional 
tonnage  is  to  be  purchased  is  not  announced  yet, 
but  it  is  believed  that  it  will  run  up  into  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands.  It  is  expected  to  bring  the 
fleet  back  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard  by  February 
22  of  next  year,  and  it  can  readily  be  seen  that 
it  will  take  a  very  heavy  amount  of  coal  to  keep 
it  going  until  that  time.  With  the  exception  of 
Yokohama  and  Honolulu  the  coal  will  be  taken 
direct  from  colliers,  so  that  the  collier  proposition 
is  no  small  one.  Rear  Admiral  Thomas,  who  is 
commanding  the  fleet,  succeeding  Admiral  Evans, 
has  seen  the  need  of  colliers,  and  he  is  credited 
with  the  statement  that  the  United  States  now 
needs  at  least  ten  colliers  instead  of  two  which 
are  now  being  built.  Fie  said :  “While  such  a 
cruise  as  ended  here  is  rich  in  lessons,  it  has 
demonstrated  nothing  more  clearly  than  the  need 
of  properly  constructed  auxiliaries.  Much  time 
could  have  been  saved  had  we  been  able  to  coal 
from  United  States  navy  colliers,  built  to  fit  the 
battleships,  instead  of  from  chartered  nondescripts 
under  foreign  flags.  In  war  such  saving  of  time 
would  be  vitally  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  The  press  can  do  the  national  defence 
no  greater  service  than  to  drive  this  fact  home 
in  the  public  mind.  The  navy  department  is  build¬ 
ing  two  colliers,  but  they  progress  slowly.  We 
need  ten.” 

Barge  Cleona,  recently  launched  at  Noank, 
Conn.,  will  be  added  to  the  fleet  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Reading  Railway  for  service  between 
Philadelphia  and  New  England  ports.  The  new 
barge  will  carry  1,600  tons  of  coal. 

Patrick  Hoade  has  sold  to  James  McCrea  the 
stable  and  coal  yard  on  the  west  side  of  Taney 
street,  the  lot  beginning  at  a  point  94  feet  south 
of  Pine  street  and  having  a  front  on  Taney  street 
of  94  feet  with  a  depth  of  290  feet,  for  a  con¬ 
sideration  given  in  the  deed  as  nominal,  subject 
to  an  annual  ground  rent  of  $800.  The  assessed 
valuation  is  $20,000. 

It  was  hinted  by  an  official  of  the  Reading 
Railway  that  that  corporation  would  probably 
abolish  the  office  of  second  vice-president  upon 
the  retirement  of  C.  E.  Henderson,  whose  resig¬ 
nation  has  been  tendered,  to  take  effect  May  1. 
B.  H.  Bail,  who  has  been  made  freight  traffic 
manager,  will  carry  on  the  work  of  the  second 
vice-president,  according  to  this  plan,  since  that 
official’s  business  chiefly  concerns  the  freight 
traffic.  The  reason  for  this  contemplated  change 
is  not  made  public,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  in 
the  interest  of  economy,  the  office  of  freight  traffic 
manager  carrying  with  it  a  smaller  salary  than 
that  of  second  vice-president.  The  matter,  how¬ 
ever,  will  not  be  fully  determined  until  the  board 
of  directors  has  taken  action. 

John  Markle,  the  millionaire  anthracite  operator 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  sail  for  Europe  within  the 
next  few  days  to  place  himself  under  the  care  of 
eye  specialists,  as  he  fears  total  blindness. 

Directors  of  the  New  Central  Coal  Company 
have  declared  a  semi-annual  dividend  of  2  per 
cent,  payable  May  1.  Books  close  April  28  and 
reopen  May  2.  The  dividend  was  passed  in  No¬ 
vember  last.  The  present  dividend  is  at  the  same 
rate  as  formerly. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  16 .—(Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  not  a  sign  of  encourage¬ 
ment  at  present  in  regard  to  the  local  market. 
Not  for  many  a  day  have  things  been  so  abso¬ 
lutely  flat  and  listless.  It  now  looks  as  if  the 
trade  were  destined  to  drag  through  an  unusually 
dull  summer. 

Contracts  being  made  at  this  time  are  in  most 
cases  not  of  as  extensive  a  nature  as  marked 
the  April  period  of  last  year,  and  the  proportion 
of  those  to  hold  off  except  for  immediate  needs 
will  probably  be  greater  this  year  than  for  some 
springs  past. 

The  slow  trade  by  tidewater  movement  is  re¬ 
flected  in  the  decreasing  charter  rates.  The  last 
charters  made  to  Boston  were  at  the  remarkably 
low  rate  of  65  cents.  The  same  price  was  fixed 
for  charters  to  Portland  and  70  cents  to  Ports¬ 
mouth.  The  ship  owners  and  coal  shippers  in 
general  are  also  complaining  of  the  increased 
rates  for  trimming  as  set  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  for  the  Curtis  Bay  piers.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  railroad  instead  of  increasing  the  trim¬ 
ming  rates  at  such  a  time  of  general  depression 
should  have  reduced  the  rate  to  5  cents  per  ton. 


New  Docking  System. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  made  a  new 
move,  this  to  cover  the  docking  and  undocking  of 
vessels  at  the  Curtis  Bay  piers.  A  contract  has 
been  made  for  the  purpose  with  Capt.  R.  M.  Sped- 
den,  to  become  effective  June  15.  The  former 
practice  has  been  for  vessels  to  engage  their  own 
tugs,  and  the  railroad  claims  that  there  were  fre¬ 
quent  delays  by  tugs  not  being  on  hand  to  undock 
vessels  they  had  brought  in.  The  rate  for  the 
new  docking  is  to  be  the  minimum  for  similar 
work  in  Baltimore  or  any  other  harbor  on  the 
Atlantic  coast. 


To  Resume  Work. 

The  Maryland  Steel  Works,  near  here,  which 
had  gone  on  short  time  by  reason  of  contracts 
going  low,  will  now  resume  full  work,  as  some 
big  contracts  have  been  secured.  One  is  for  2,031 
gross  tons  of  steel  rails  and  angle  irons  for  the 
Isthmian  Canal  Commission.  Because  of  nearness 
of  fuel  and  its  new  Cuban  ore  supply,  the  local 
company,  for  about  the  tenth  time  in  a  year,  has 
been  able  to  underbid  all  competitors  for  big 
contracts  for  Atlantic  coast  delivery.  The  Mary¬ 
land  Steel  Works  is  the  largest  fuel  consumer 
near  Baltimore,  and  its  plan  of  general  resump¬ 
tion  is  quite  welcome. 


To  Regulate  Tows. 

Some  concern  is  felt  here  over  a  bill  intro¬ 
duced  in  Congress  for  a  rigid  inspection  of  coal 
carrying  barges  of  the  sea-going  class,  as  a  provi¬ 
sion  may  be  inserted  to  regulate  the  length  of 
tows.  It  is  claimed  in  some  quarters  that  pres¬ 
ent  tows  are  often  so  long  as  to  constitute  a 
danger  to  navigation.  Many  barges  are  owned 
or  operated  from  this  city,  especially  in  the 
New  England  coal  trade. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  first  of  the  big  new  piers  to  be  completed 
by  the  city  following  the  great  fire  was  occupied 
last  Wednesday.  This  brings  the  Merchants  & 
Miners’  Steamship  Company  sea-going  fleet  to 
the  heart  of  the  business  district.  The  new  piers 
will  cost  about  $8,000,000. 

Charles  von  H.  Kalkmann,  assistant  general 
manager  of  sales  of  the  Consolidation,  Fairmont 
&  Somerset  Coal  Companies,  has  had  his  head¬ 
quarters  removed  from  Baltimore  to  New  York. 

John  E.  Greiner  has  resigned  as  assistant  chief 
engineer  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad. 


The  papers  in  the  anthracite  region  an¬ 
nounce  that  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company 
has  raised  the  price  of  rice  coal  at  the  chutes  from 
$1.10  to  $1.60  per  ton.  Rice  coal  is  used 
largely  for  commercial  purposes  by  steam 
plants  in  some  of  the  mining  regions,  and  its 
scarcity  has  caused  the  advance  in  price.  Other 
companies  are  expected  to  make  a  like  advance 
in  their  prices  for  local  trade. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


A.  S.  Davidson,  New  York  manager  of  the 
Garficld-Proctor  Coal  Company,  went  over  to 
Boston  this  week  to  attend  the  marriage  of  his 
sister. 

Hon  James.  Kerr,  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Beech 
Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Company,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Operators’ 
Association,  succeeding  Frank  H.  Wigton,  re¬ 
signed. 

The  Western  Smokeless  Locomotive  Company 
of  New  York  has  been  incorporated  under  the 
Delaware  laws.  The  purpose  is  to  manufacture 
contrivances  for  the  consumption  of  smoke.  The 
capital  stock  is  named  at  $1,500,000. 

The  Wilkesbarre  Times-Leader  has  made  a 
canvass  of  the  mine  inspectors  of  the  various 
districts  in  Luzerne  county,  and  finds  that 
59,727  people  are  given  employment  by  the 
various  anthracite  companies  operating  in  that 
county. 

The  Construction  Materials  &  Coal  Company, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  been  incorporated  with  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $10,000.  Directors  are  John  Seitz, 
256  Manjer  street;  Joseph  A.  Coen,  Brooklyn 
Club ;  Lester  B.  Clark,  180  Montague  street, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad 
is  figuring  up  bids  submitted  the  past  few  weeks 
for  furnishing  some  350,000  tons  of  bituminous 
coal  for  fuel  purposes  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
Central  Vermont  Railroad  is  said  to  have  just 
closed  a  contract  for  70,000  tons. 

It  is  said  that  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  will 
proceed  this  year  with  the  building  of  the  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Clearfield  road.  This  line  is  intended  to 
provide  a  short  cut  between  the  Lake  Shore  and 
the  Reading’s  anthracite  territory.  The  line  has 
been  under  construction  at  a  heavy  cost  for  two 
years. 

President  Charles  S.  Thorne  of  the  Pocahontas 
Consolidated  Collieries  Company,  owning  large 
soft  coal  operations  in  the  Pocahontas  coal  re¬ 
gions  in  West  Virginia,  says  that  during  the  last 
three  months  the  production  at  the  mines  each 
month  has  averaged  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
normal  output. 

The  Board  of  Conciliation  of  the  anthracite 
miners  and  operators  had  a  meeting  at  Wilkes¬ 
barre  on  Monday.  A  resolution  was  adopted  giv¬ 
ing  the  miners’  organization  the  right  to  collect 
dues  and  post  notices  at  the  various  collieries. 
All  notices,  in  addition  to  any  other  language 
used,  must  also  be  written  in  English. 

May  19  has  been  set  as  the  date  for  launching 
the  big  naval  collier  Vestal,  which  is  now  in 
course  of  construction  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard. 
The  Vestal  is  designed  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
and  fleetest  naval  colliers  in  the  world,  and  will 
possess  unique  features  to  increase  her  efficiency. 
The  cost  of  the  vessel  when  completed  will  be 
$1,500,000.  She  will  be  ready  for  service  in  the 
fall. 

Coal  miners  and  operators  of  the  Butler  and 
Mercer  county  fields  of  Pennsylvania  held  a  con¬ 
ference  at  Grove  City  on  the  10th,  but  they  could 
not  agree  on  the  points  at  issue,  and  after  each 
side  had  vainly  endeavored  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  continuance  of  the  work  pending  a  final 
settlement  of  the  differences,  Francis  Feehan, 
president  of  District  No.  5  of  the  miners’  organi¬ 
zation,  ordered  all  work  suspended,  the  suspension 
taking  effect  on  Monday  of  this  week. 

The  baseball  enthusiasts  among  the  coal 
trade,  at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  have  some  great  ball  games  this  spring 
and  summer.  Dates  are  being  made  for  match 
games  to  be  played  with  other  crack  teams  in 
the  east  within  the  season.  The  line-up  of  the 
coal  trade  team  has  not  been  announced  yet, 
but  if  the  present  balmy  weather  keeps  up, 
Captain  Creighton  is  liable  to  call  the  enthusi¬ 
asts  to  the  bat  any  Saturday  afternoon. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  loss  of  life  on  sea-going 
barges  a  resolution  has  been  introduced  in  con¬ 


gress  requiring  that  each  sea-going  barge  of  over 
100  tons  shall  be  equipped  with  one  life  boat,  one 
anchor  and  one  life  preserver  for  each  person  on 
board,  and  the  bills  also  provide  for  regulating 
the  length  of  such  tows  in  coast  waters.  It  is 
said  that  in  the  last  two  years  sixty  sea-going 
barges  have  been  lost,  with  forty-nine  out  of  192 
persons  on  board.  There  are  only  about  450 
such  barges,  and  many  of  them  are  used  in  the 
coastwise  coal  trade. 

Bids  opened  for  coal  for  the  department  of 
docks  and  ferries  of  New  York  City  this  week 
were  as  follows :  Contract  No.  1124,  for  750 
tons  anthracite  and  250  tons  Cumberland  bitumi¬ 
nous:  George  F.  Sinram,  $6.38  and  $5.48;  Cur- 
tis-Blaisdell  Company,  $6.27  and  $5.45;  Howard 
S.  Bowns,  $6.33  and  $5.50;  William  Farrell  & 
Sons,  $6.24  and  $5.40.  Contract  No.  1128,  for 
10,000  tons  anthracite :  Curtis-Blaisdell  Company, 
$4.19;  William  Farrell  &  Sons,  $4.33;  Howard  S. 
Bowns,  $4.17 ;  W.  P.  W.  Haff,  $4.27.  Contract 
No.  1129,  for  2,000  tons  anthracite:  Howard  S. 
Bowns,  $4.99;  W.  P.  W.  Haff,  $5.30. 

Advices  from  Cumberland,  Md.,  state  that  the 
production  of  coal  in  the  Georges’  Creek  field  is 
very  active  at  present.  Last  week  the  mines  of 
the  Consolidation  Coal  Company,  which  employs 
about  2,500  men,  were  put  on  full  time,  with  indi¬ 
cations  that  this  schedule  will  be  continued  for  some 
time.  This  company  is  finding  an  outlet  for  some 
of  its  production  via  the  lakes,  this  trade  having 
opened  up  since  the  first  of  the  month.  This  com¬ 
pany  is  producing  8,000  tons  a  day.  Other  mines 
along  the  Cumberland  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
including  those  of  the  Black,  Sheridan  &  Wilson 
Company,  have  also  been  very  busy.  The  total 
daily  output  of  the  Georges’  Creek  field  when  the 
mines  are  busy  is  about  seventeen  thousand  tons. 

A  big  meeting  of  the  coal  mining  men  of  West 
Virginia  will  be  held  at  Clarksburg,  June  29  and 
30,  to  organize  a  State  Mining  Institute.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  organization  is  to  advance  the  coal 
mining  industry  within  the  state;  to  encourage 
the  promotion  of  education  in  practical  and  scien¬ 
tific  mining;  and  for  the  more  particular  purpose 
of  bringing  the  coal  mining  men  of  the  state  into 
closer  relation  with  one  another,  and  promoting 
a  friendly  feeling  through  social  intercourse  and 
the  discussion  of  mutual  interests.  Interested  in 
the  movement  to  perfect  the  organization  are  J. 

B.  Hanford  of  Morgantown,  and  J.  S.  Cummings 
of  Tunnelton.  Mr.  Hanford  is  vice-president  of 
the  Coal  Mining  Institute  of  America,  and  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  Elkins  Coal  and  Coke 
Company. 

Under  a  decision  rendered  by  Circuit  Judge 
Herndon  in  West  Virginia  last  week,  section 
24  of  the  new  mining  laws  of  that  state  is 
unconstitutional.  The  case  was  the  result  of 
the  action  of  Mine  Inspector  Paul  in  closing 
down  three  mines  of  the  Turkey  Gap  Com¬ 
pany,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  company 
persisted  in  the  use  of  steam  locomotives  in 
the  mines.  Under  this  law,  this  can  only  be 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  mine  inspector, 
and  Inspector  Paul  withdrew  his  consent,  and 
closed  the  three  mines  on  the  ground  that  the 
use  of  steam  engines  therein  was  injurious  to 
the  health  of  the  workman.  The  case  was 
taken  into  court  immediately  and  Judge  Hern¬ 
don  ruled  that  the  mine  inspector’s  action 
amounted  to  confiscation  of  property. 

Bids  for  supplying  70,000  to  100,000  tons  of 
bunker  coal  for  the  steamers  of  the  Panama  rail¬ 
road,  delivery  New  York  harbor,  were  opened  on 
Friday  afternoon  of  last  week  at  the  offices  of 
the  company,  No.  24  State  street.  New  York,  and 
were  as  follows :  Stineman  Coal  and  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  $3.15,  Stineman ;  Morrisdale  Coal  Company, 
$3.07,  Miller  vein;  $2.95,  Morris  B.  Seam;  $2.80, 
Peerless;  Charles  Dunlop,  $3.10,  Clearfield ;  Penn 
Beech  Creek  &  Eastern,  $3.10  and  $3.35,  Nanty- 
Glo ;  Vinton  Colliery  Company,  $3.00,  Vinton ; 
Stirling  Coal  Company,  $3.25,  Stirling  Standard; 
Morgan  Coal  Company,  $3.00,  Satin  Miller  Vein; 

C.  J  Wittenburg,  $3.10,  Acme;  Berwind  White 
Coal  Mining  Company,  $3.35,  Eureka;  New  York 
&  Philadelphia  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  $3.25, 


Reynoldsville,  and  $3.10,  Quemahoning;  Davis 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  $3.00,  Big  Vein  bitumi¬ 
nous;  Barnes  &  Tucker  Company,  $3.25,  Lan¬ 
cashire;  Hatfield  &  Hillis,  $2.99,  Plymouth,  Irvona 
and  Highland.  No  announcement  has  yet  been 
made  as  to  the  awarding  of  the  contract. 

News  was  received  at  Philadelphia  this  week 
that  the  steel  ship  Arthur  Sewall,  which  sailed 
from  Philadelphia  on  April  1,  1907,  loaded  with 
coal  bound  for  Seattle,  Washington,  and  which 
was  given  up  as  lost  while  rounding  Cape  Horn, 
September  8,  last  year,  caught  fire  and  burned. 
One  of  her  crew  of  twenty-seven,  the  only  one 
known  to  be  alive,  brought  with  him  documents 
which  confirm  his  story.  He,  with  two  other 
men,  escaped  from  the  buring  vessel  in  a  small 
boat,  the  boat  breaking  away  from  the  ship  be¬ 
fore  more  men  could  be  lowered.  They  were 
picked  up  by  a  tramp,  and  the  seaman  who  came 
to  Philadelphia  worked  his  way  from  port  to  port 
until  his  home  was  reached.  The  Sewall  was 
built  at  Bath,  Me.,  and  is  the  last  of  the  large 
type  of  sailing  vessels  used  in  the  coal  trade. 

A  contract  for  docking  and  undocking  vessels 
at  the  Curtis  Bay  pier  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
at  Baltimore  has  been  made,  which  becomes  effec¬ 
tive  June  15th,  which  it  is  expected  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  discharge  of  coal  over  that  pier. 
The  new  contract  is  similar  to  the  plan  in  opera¬ 
tion  at  Newport  News,  Lambert’s  Point  and  other 
of  the  coal  ports.  Under  the  new  plan,  two 
capable  tugs  will  be  at  the  docks  both  day  and 
night,  so  that  vessels  can  be  docked  and  undocked 
promptly.  Under  the  present  practice  a  vessel 
loading  at  the  pier  can  use  any  tug  its  captain 
may  see  fit  to  engage,  and  frequently  it  is  the 
case  that  such  tugs  as  are  desired  are  down  the 
bay  or  otherwise  engaged,  so  that  the  vessel  had 
to  wait  its  return.  Under  the  new  plan  the  pto- 
ment  a  vessel  is  ready  to  dock  or  leave  the  dock 
a  tug  will  be  in  waiting,  so  that  there  will  be  no 
delay  in  getting  the  piers  cleared,  that  other  ves¬ 
sels  may  get  their  cargoes  promptly.  Last  year 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  discharged  over  2,000 
tons  of  coal  over  this  pier,  and  under  the  new  ar¬ 
rangement  it  is  believed  that  this  record  can  be 
surpassed  if  trade  conditions  warrant  it. 

The  Wilkesbarre  Record,  in  a  recent  issue, 
pays  a  nice  tribute  to  Morgan  R.  Morgan,  in¬ 
side  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes¬ 
barre  Coal  Company’s  collieries,  who  has  just 
entered  upon  the  forty-first  year  of  service  in 
the  employ  of  that  company.  Mr.  Morgan  is 
well  known  by  all  of  the  coal  men  of  the  east, 
especially  those  dealers  and  visitors  who  have 
at  various  times  visited  the  mines  of  the 
L.  &  W.  Co.  He  began  working  for  the  com¬ 
pany  as  a  miner  on  April  1,  1868,  before  reach¬ 
ing  his  majority.  He  rose  step  by  step  until 
seventeen  years  ago  he  was  appointed  inside 
superintendent  of  all  the  collieries  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  which  position  he  has  acceptably  filled 
ever  since.  Superintendent  Morgan  is  one  of 
the  best  informed  mining  men  in  the  country, 
and  is  especially  familiar  with  coal  measures 
and  mining  conditions  in  the  anthracite  re¬ 
gions.  He  is  popular  with  the  officials  and 
employees  of  all  the  collieries  under  his  juris¬ 
diction,  and  his  kind  disposition  and  pleasing 
personality  have  widened  his  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  so  that  he  has  con¬ 
siderable  influence  in  the  political  and  business 
world.  Although  nearly  three-score  years  of 
age,  he  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  active  and  alert. 
The  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  has  four  other  of¬ 
ficials  who  have  won  deserved  promotion  for 
faithful  service.  E.  W.  Marple,  paymaster  and 
cashier,  is  one  of  these.  He  began  service  for 
a  coal  company  in  the  sixties,  and  has  been 
with  the  L.  &  W.  since  1876.  William  J.  Cur¬ 
ran,  chief  of  the  operating  department,  is  also 
an  official  old  in  point  of  service.  It  is  to  Mr. 
Curran  seekers  of  information  are  always  di¬ 
rected.  Charles  Gardner,  the  company’s  sales 
agent,  is  nearing  his  fortieth  year  as  an  em¬ 
ploye  of  the  company,  while  outside  superin¬ 
tendent,  William  H.  Herring,  has  been  with 
the  company  for  thirty-three  years. 
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Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


The  Coal  Briquette  Machine  Com- 
!  pany,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  has  increased 
!  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock  from 

I  $5,000  to  $10,000. 

The  Indiana-Kelley  Coal  Company, 
of  Indianapolis,  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000  by  M. 
D.  Kelley,  C.  G.  Gardiner  and  C.  E. 
Ballard. 

The  Virginia  Coal  &  Timber  Cor¬ 
poration,  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  $50,000  capital  stock 
by  J.  B.  Woods,  W.  R.  Graham,  C. 
M.  Armes  and  C.  S.  Beller. 

The  Twin  City  Fuel  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 
The  incorporators  are  L.  V.  Peek,  L. 
H.  Bentley  and  E.  T.  Rollins. 

The  Black  Diamond  Coal  Company 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $500,000,  at  Bristol,  Tenn. 
The  incorporators  are  W.  B.  Miller, 
C.  B.  Allen  and  T.  W.  Preston. 

The  D.  M.  Miles  Coal  Comoany, 
of  Barre,  Vt.,  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  in  coal,  ice, 
lumber,  grain  and  building  material. 

The  Paul  Mallie  Coal  Company,  of 
Waco,  Texas,  has  been  incorporated 
bv  N.  .T.  Hilderbrandt  and  G.  A. 
Clark,  both  of  that  city.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  new  corporation  is  given 
;  as  $8,000. 

The  Sterling  Oil  &  Coal  Company, 
of  Tulsa,  I.  T.,  has  filed  articles  of 
incorporation  showing  a  capital  stock 
of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  J. 
V.  Thackaberry,  E.  A.  Jackson  and 
E.  A.  Sterling. 

The  Southern  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Iron  Company,  of  Cedartown.  Ga., 
has  applied  for  a  charter  showing  a 
capital  stock  of  $500,000.  The  incor- 
norators  are  A.  T.  Hamilton,  of  Treat, 
Ga..  and  others. 

j  The  Belleville  Southern  Coal  Com- 
:  pany,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  filed  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  showing  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $150,000.  The  incorpor- 
I  ators  are  Frederick  Esser,  A.  E.  L. 

I  Gardner  and  W.  H.  Hill. 

j  Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
hied  bv  the  Carstein  Coal  Company, 

;  Cambridge,  Mass.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  company  is  $40,000  and  the  in¬ 
corporators  are  G.  E.  Carstein,  H.  L. 
j  Carstein  and  M.  L.  Carstein. 

i  The  Geronimo  Coal  Company  has 
1  been  incorporated  with  general  offices 
at  Geronimo,  Okla.,  by  W.  J.  Bert- 
;  man.  E.  Bertman  and  A.  Bradley,  all 
I  of  Geronimo.  The  capital  stock  of 
!  the  company  is  $5,000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
fded  by  the  Wahouma  Brick  &  Coal 
Company,  of  Birmingham.  Ala.,  show- 
!  ing  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The 
|  incorporators  are  A.  M.  Hobson,  S. 
H.  Tuck  and  J.  L.  Robertson. 


The  Clinton  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Cambridge,  Ohio,  has  been 
incorporated  with  $20,000  capital 
stock.  The  incorporators  are  J.  H. 
Mackey,  A.  L.  Stevens,  E.  D.  Shively, 
G.  D.  Dugan  and  W.  P.  Devore. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Cold  Springs  Ice  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  showing  a 
capital  stock  of  $4,500.  The  company 
is  incorporated  by  E.  R.  Branch,  L. 
R.  Applegate  and  John  C.  Applegate. 

William  J.  Fee  Coal  Company,  of 
Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000  to  deal  in  coal  and  coke.  The 
incorporators  of  the  new  concern 
are  William  J.  Fee,  John  L.  Fee  and 
Clifford  R.  Fee,  all  of  Mount  Vernon. 

The  Swastika  Fuel  Company,  of 
Raton,  N'.  M.,  has  been  granted  a 
charter  to  do  a  general  coal  mining 
business  with  a  capital  stock  of.  $100,- 
000.  The  concern  will  also  have  op¬ 
erations  in  Texas,  with  headquarters 
at  El  Paso. 

The  Dooley-Papworth  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  $3,000  capital  stock, 
to  handle  coal,  coke,  wood  and  lime. 
The  incorporators  are  C.  H.  Pap- 
worth,  J.  P.  Hennessey  and  J.  F. 
Dooley. 

The  Oreton  Coal  Mining  Company, 
with  general  offices  at  Toledo,  Ohio, 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators 
of  the  concern  are  H.  E.  Frankenber- 
ger,  J.  Wilson,  A.  J.  Haughton  and 
R.  M.  Churchman. 

^  The  Construction  Materials  &  Coal 
Company,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  $10,000  capi¬ 
tal  stock  by  John  Seitz,  J.  A.  Coen 
and  L.  B.  Clark.  The  company  will 
handle  a  full  line  of  building  material 
as  well  as  fuel  of  all  kinds. 

The  Cash  Fuel  Company  has  filed 
articles  of  incorporation  at  Portland, 
Ore.,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $10,- 
000.  The  company  will  engage  in  the 
fuel  business  at  that  city  both  as  re¬ 
tailers  and  wholesalers.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  C.  S.  Wilson,  T.  L.  El¬ 
der  and  H.  S.  Elder. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Black  Diamond  Coal 
Company,  Bristol,  Va.,  showing  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $500,000.  The  company 
is  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  en¬ 
gaging  extensively  in  the  coal  mining 
business,  and  its  incorporators  are  C. 
B.  Allen  and  W.  T.  Preston. 

The  Tunnel  Coal  Corporation,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  has  filed  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  incorporation  showing  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $15,000.  The  incorpora¬ 
tors  mentioned  are  E.  J.  Lake,  of 
Hartford,  Le  Roy  E.  Humphrey,  of 
Waterbury  and  H.  C.  Murlless,  of 
Rockville. 


The  Lindsay  Coal  Company,  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  $100,000  capital  stock,  by 
H.  B.  Lindsay,  John  L.  Boyd,  D.  H. 
Jenkins  and  others.  The  company 
owns  over  four  thousand  acres  of  coal 
land  in  Campbell  county,  part  of 
which  it  is  willing  to  lease  to  coal 
mine  operators. 


Western  Notes. 

_Work  has  been  commenced  on  the 
air  shaft  at  the  Ogden  coal  mine  at 
Ogden,  Iowa.  It  is  expected  that  it 
will  take  about  sixty  days  to  complete 
this  shaft,  and  as  soon  as  this  has 
been  done  two  hundred  men  will  be 
put  to  work.  . 

John  J.  Walsh  has  filed  a  suit 
against  the  Standard  Washed  Coal 
Company,  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  for  $5,- 
000.  Mr.  Walsh  alleges  that  he  was 
injured  in  one  of  the  company’s  mines 
by  a  mule  kicking  him  in  the  ribs, 
fracturing  three  of  them. 

It  is  expected  that  a  coal  company, 
new  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  but  well 
known  in  Pennsylvania,  will  occupy 
the  coal  docks  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  which 
were  partially  built  last  fall  by  George 
Spencer  and  Williams,  Upham  &  Com¬ 
pany. 

Docks  Nos.  3,  4  and  6  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company  at  Superior, 
Wis.,  have  been  shut  down  for  re¬ 
pairs.  The  No.  5  dock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  handling  all  the  coal  of  the 
company  at  that  point  at  the  present 
time.  / 

Fire  in  the  roundhouse  at  the  “Katy” 
coal  chutes,  Denison,  Tex.,  recently  de¬ 
stroyed  seven  cinder  cars,  three  loaded 
coal  cars  and  several  hundred  tons  of 
coal,  besides  destroying  the  roundhouse. 
It  is  believed  that  the  loss  will  reach 
$40,000. 

Statistics  just  compiled  by  the  state 
of  Illinois  show  that  1,105  mining  ma¬ 
chines  are  in  use  in  the  state,  and 
that  these  are  to  be  found  in  101 
mines.  Within  the  last  year  the  num¬ 
ber  of  miners  employed  averaged  45,- 


598  and  the  average  number  of  other 
employes  underground  was  13,026. 
The  price  paid  per  gross  ton  for  hand 
mining  was  $.592  and  the  average 
price  for  machine  mining  was  $.4791. 


German  Coal  Trade. 

Consul  Talbot  J.  Albert,  reporting 
from  Brunswick,  says  that  perhaps  no 
more  striking  proof  can  be  given  of  the 
prosperity  and  the  remarkable  economi¬ 
cal  development  of  Germany  than  the 
increased  consumption  of  coal,  which 
he  treats  statistically  as  follows : 

Since  1895,  or  in  a  round  dozen  years, 
the  consumption  has  doubled,  having 
risen  from  100,000,000  to  over  200,000,- 
000  tons.  In  the  year  1902  Germany  was 
supplied  with  148,000,000  of  anthracite 
(Steinkohle)  and  bituminous  (Braun- 

“  I " '  coal.  Last  year  (1907)  the 
amount  supplied  was  208,000,000  tons. 

If  the  consumption  is  reckoned  to 
the  head  of  population,  this  would  show 
in  five  years  an  increase  from  2,500  to 
3,300  kilos  (5,500  to  7,260  pounds)  per 
person.  In  the  years  1906  and  1907 
there  existed  a  considerable  variation 
in  the  source  from  which  the  increase 
was  supplied.  While  in  1906  the  do¬ 
mestic  mines  bore  the  burden  of  the  in¬ 
crease,  in  1907  the  scarcity  in  the  home 
market  favored  the  importation  of  Eng¬ 
lish  coal,  which  showed  a  round  increase 
of  5,000,000  tons. 

As  to  the  relation  of  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coals  the  statistics  show  a 
steady  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
the  latter  kind.  In  1907  there  were  con¬ 
sumed  137,000,000  of  anthracite  and  71,- 
000,000  of  bituminous  coal.  A  few  years 
previous  the  consumption  of  anthracite 
was  three  times  greater  than  that  of 
bituminous  coal. 

The  average  advance  in  price  of  all 
kinds  of  coal  between  1895  and  1907 
was  from  16.3  to  18.3  marks  ($3.88  to 
$4.35)  per  ton  wholesale,  or  about  12 
per  cent.  The  price  is  fixed  by  the  coal 
syndicate.  The  State  of  Prussia  is  a 
large  owner  of  coal  mines  and  is  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  syndicate,  but  has  not  a 
controlling  vote. 
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COAL  DEALERS’ 
SUPPLIES 


Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y„  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  GO- 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  April  16. — ( Special 
Correspondence.) — The  opening  of  the 
baseball  season  comes  as  a  relief  to 
coal  men  whose  time  hangs  idly  on  their 
hands.  Some  little  West  Virginia  coal 
is  being  moved  from  this  market,  but 
the  demand  is  light  and  prices  are  not 
attractive.  During  the  past  week  the  lat¬ 
ter  have  shown  a  slight  increase  in 
strength,  and  might  reasonably  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  take  on  a  much  firmer  tone 
should  a  prospect  develop  of  any  pro¬ 
longed  suspension  in  the  organized 
fields.  Run-of-mine  is  selling  at  from 
80  cents  to  90  cents  on  immediate  de¬ 
livery.  Contracts  on  the  same  grade  of 
Hocking  coal  is  being  taken  on  a  much 
higher  basis,  some  sales  being  reported 
at  $1.15.  There  is  an  absence,  however, 
of  large  contracts  so  far  this  season. 
Like  other  features  of  the  coal  trade  for 
the  new  season,  this  business  will  be 
late.  For  the  time  being  steam  consum¬ 
ers  have  been  spoiled  by  the  extremely 
low  prices  at  which  they  are  able  to 
buy,  and  will  not  be  convinced  that 
there  is  going  to  be  any  marked  ad¬ 
vance  until  the  argument  of  the  pro¬ 
ducer  takes  the  form  of  an  object  les¬ 
son.  Country  dealers,  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  whom  handle  building  material, 
are,  as  a  rule,  too  busy  with  other  mat¬ 
ters  to  think  about  coal.  Many  of  them 
feel  that  they  got  stung  last  fall  in  pay¬ 
ing  25  cents  or  50  cents  more  per  ton 
for  coal  than  they  could  have  bought 
it  for  by  the  time  the  bulk  of  it  had  left 
their  bins.  In  spite  of  this  experience, 
it  is  believed  by  well-posted  coal  men 
that  the  dealer  may  have  to  pay  a  stiffer 
figure  for  coal  next  fall,  when  his  needs 
compel  him  to  stock,  than  he  will  be 
able  to  buy  it  for  at  the  usual  time  for 
placing  his  orders. 


Lake  Trade  Situation. 

Regardless  of  any  strike  settlement  no 
regular  lake  shipment  of  Hocking  coal 
is  likely  to  begin  before  June  1st,  or 
probably  later.  The  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany  is  loading  one  boat  at  the  Toledo 
docks  and  perhaps  two  others  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  cargo  before  May  15th,  the 
date  on  which  the  period  of  grace  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  railroad  commission,  in  sus¬ 
pending  demurrage  rules  on  lake  coal, 
expires.  These  boats  are  simply  moored 
to  the  docks  for  loading  purposes  and 
will  not  go  up  until  some  time  later.  The 
boat  situation  is  still  problematical. 
With  no  ore-carrying  trade  in  sight,  ves¬ 
sels  cannot  afford  to  transport  coal  at 
existing1  rates.  So  far  as  present  needs 
are  concerned,  there  is  no  occasion  for 
lake  shippers  of  coal  to  force  the  issue, 
but  by  the  middle  of  summer  this  con¬ 
dition  is  liable  to  change,  and  there 
may  be  felt  the  necessity  of  getting  busy 
on  the  part  of  coal  men.  In  case  the 
ore  market  remains  stagnant  there  will 
likely  be  a  scarcity  of  boats  in  commis¬ 
sion  to  take  care  of  the  trade  unless 
competition  for  their  service  develops 
premium  freight  rates  and  tempts  more 
bottoms  to  take  the  risk  of  catching  a 
chance  cargo  of  ore  or  coming  back 
light. 

Should  Ohio  get  to  work  again  soon , 
and  Illinois  be  unable  to  agree  upon  con¬ 
ditions  with  her  miners,  as  seems  to  be 
indicated  at  present  writing,  it  would 
help  greatly  in  working  off  the  surplus 
of  coal  on  the  northwest  docks  and  de¬ 
velop  an  earlier  shipping  season  for  the 
Hocking  valley  than  has  been  antici¬ 
pated.  There  is  a  fear  among  local  op¬ 
erators  that  labor  trouble  on  the  lakes 
may  interfere  with  the  summer’s  ton¬ 


nage  northward,  even  should  other  ob¬ 
stacles  be  removed.  From  this  point  of 
observation  there  seems  to  be  a  deter¬ 
mination  on  the  part  of  vessel  owners  to 
take  advantage  of  the  present  dullness 
in  waging  war  upon  the  unions,  to 
whose  dictations  they  have  submitted, 
through  policy,  during  the  urgency  of 
the  past  few  seasons. 


Expect  Speedy  Resumption. 

Hocking  valley  operators  have  been 
expecting  final  settlement  of  the  wage 
scale  and  joint  agreement  questions  to 
be  brought  about  by  the  conference  now 
in  progress  at  Toledo.  Up  until  the 
past  few  days  it  was  expected  that  work 
would  be  resumed  next  week,  but  the 
probability  that  resumption  may  be  post¬ 
poned  until  May  1  now  appears  to  be 
the  most  popular  view  of  the  situation. 
The  fact  that  West  Virginia  has  so  far 
profited  nothing  by  the  suspension,  as 
is  shown  by  the  lifeless  condition  of  the 
market  and  the  low  prices  which  con¬ 
tinue  to  prevail,  make  the  operators  less 
anxious  about  immediate  resumption 
than  they  would  be  if  West  Virginia 
was  found  to  be  cutting  in  on  their 
trade.  The  belief  is  gaining  ground 
that,  after  all,  a  suspension  of  a  few 
weeks  longer  would  be  very  desirable. 
The  opinion  prevails,  however,  that  the 
point  which  producers  are  standing  out 
for,  namely,  a  two-years’  settlement, 
will  be  granted  by  the  miners’  officials, 
in  spite  of  the  attitude  the  late  conven¬ 
tion  took  on  the  question,  and  that 
agreement  will  be  reached  which  will 
permit  of  the  mines  resuming  work 
when  operators  desire  the  same. 


News  in  Brief. 

O.  L.  Aumiller,  of  the  Gem  Coal 
Company,  Nelsonville,  Ohio,  was 
among  the  week’s  visitors  in  Colum¬ 
bus. 

Jay  Gaines,  traveling  salesman  for 
the  C.  M.  Anderson  Coal  Company,  has 
returned  from  a  two  weeks’  vacation 
trip  to  lake  points. 

W.  K.  Field,  vice-president  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  spent  Sunday 
in  Columbus,  on  his  way  to  the  joint 
convention  at  Toledo. 

Fred  Whipple,  of  Detroit,  formerly 
with  the  George  M.  Jones  Company,  To¬ 
ledo,  was  a  visitor  at  the  offices  of  the 
W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Company  on  Tues¬ 
day. 

Roy  L.  Wildermuth,  new  private  sec¬ 
retary  to  Edward  Johnson,  president  of 
the  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Company,  re¬ 
moved  his  family  from  Columbus  to 
Cleveland  this  week,  where  he  will 
make  his  future  home. 

J.  D.  McPherson,  traveling  auditor  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  was  in 
Columbus  last  week.  The  change  of  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  subsidiary  company,  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  check  up  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  latter  organization. 

E.  J.  Howe,  secretary  of  the  C.  M. 
Anderson  Coal  Company,  returned 
Wednesday,  after  a  vacation  trip  of 
several  months’  duration  on  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Coast.  His  many  Columbus 
friends  are  pleased  to  see  him  at  his 
desk  again,  looking  vigorous  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  his  rest. 

Walter  C.  Scully,  of  Detroit,  has  se¬ 
cured  both  the  anthracite  and  bitu¬ 
minous  contracts  for  the  Columbus 
Barracks.  There  were  a  number  of 
bidders,  including  local  coal  men,  but 


Mr.  Scully’s  bid  was  the  lowest. 
Hocking  coal  will  be  furnished  for  the 
bituminous  tnd  of  the  contract. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice-president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  left  for 
Chicago  Saturday  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
representatives  of  the  dock  interests 
which  were  held  in  that  city  this  week. 
This  meeting  is  participated  in  every 
spring  by  Hocking  operators,  to  discuss 
matters  connected  with  the  opening  of 
the  navigation  season. 

John  M.  Roan,  formerly  manager  of- 
mines  for  the  Sunday  Creek  Company, 
but  now  connected  with  the  Clinchfield 
Coal  corporation,  with  headquarters  at 
Dante,  Va.,  was  in  Columbus  on  Satur¬ 
day.  He  states  that  the  development  of 
this  new  enterprise,  destined  to  be  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  country,  has 
reached  such  a  stage  that  it  will  do  a 
big  export  business  on  coal  during  the 
coming  season. 

John  M.  Taylor,  president  of  the 
Taylor-Williams  Company,  has  ac¬ 
quired  the  interest  of  his  partner, 
Daniel  J.  Williams,  in  that  concern. 
The  latter  will  retire  from  the  coal 
business,  at  least  temporarily,  and  has 
planned  a  trip  of  several  months’  rec¬ 
reation  in  the  West.  The  Taylor- 
Williams  Company,  in  addition  to 
having  been  for  a  number  of  years 
one  of  the  largest  retail  concerns  in 
Columbus,  are  also  important  pro¬ 
ducers  in  the  Hocking  Valley.  D.  C. 
Jenking,  of  Shawnee,  who  has  been 
interested  in  the  operating  depart¬ 
ment,  will  still  continue  this  associa¬ 
tion  and  the  general  activities  of  the 
company  will  be  continued  as  hereto¬ 
fore. 

Among  Columbus  operators  present  at 
the  joint  conference  at  Toledo  this  week 
were :  Florace  L.  Chapman,  president, 
and  H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice-president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company ;  G.  F. 
Weitzel,  general  manager,  and  F.  S. 
Knox,  Jr.,  manager  of  mines  of  the 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company;  E.  M. 
Poston,  president,  and  P.  C.  Morris, 
manager  of  mines  of  the  New  York  Coal 
Company;  J.  W.  Blower,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Hisylvania  Coal  Company; 
A.  Brenholts,  president  of  the  Imperial 
Coal  Companw;  F.  A.  Prendergast. 
president  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Coal  Company;  Thomas  Johnson, 
president  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Mining 
Company;  Edward  Johnson,  president 
of  the  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Company; 
Capt.  L.  R.  Doty,  president  of  the  New 
England  Coal  and  the  Northern  Fuel 
Company. 


Mina  31.  - Shafar  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Office :  88-99  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  VIce-Pres. 

Mlnara  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leadert — “Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Briquets  in  Belgium. 

Consul-General  Ethelbert  Watts,  of 
Brussels,  makes  the  following  report 
on  manufacture  and  use  of  briquettes 
in  Belgium: 

According  to  the  latest  official  sta¬ 
tistics  concerning  briquetted  fuel  in 
Belgium  for  the  year  1906  there  were 
forty-eight  plants  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  various  kinds  of 
briquettes.  Thirty-four  of  these 
plants  were  in  the  province  of  Hai 
naut,  with  a  total  of  seventy-four 
presses,  employing  1,265  workmen: 
1,324,390  tons  of  coal  were  consumed 
to  produce  1,456,840  tons  of  briquettes 
valued  at  $5,376,530,  price  per  ton  be¬ 
ing  $3.69.  In  the  province  of  Liege 
there  were  nine  plants  with  seventeer 
presses,  employing  160  workmen 
256,980  tons  of  coal  were  consumed  tc 
produce  279,210  tons  of  briquettes 
valued  at  $980,025,  price  per  ton  be 
ing  $3.51.  There  were  five  plants  ir 
the  province  of  Namur,  with  sixteer 
presses,  employing  113  workmen,  ant 
125,340  tons  of  coal  were  consumed  tc 
produce  151,040  tons  of  briquettes, 
valued  at  $516,195;  the  price  per  tor 
was  $3.43.  The  foregoing  are  average 
prices  given  for  briquettes  f.  o.  b.  a 
works. 

The  heating  value  of  briquettes  de 
pends  entirely  upon  their  componen 
parts  and  the  density  of  the  bricks 
Briquettes  of  ninety  per  cent  coa 
mixed  with  tar  or  pitch  have  a  heat 
ing  power  about  ten  per  cent  greate 
than  the  coal  from  which  they  ari 
made.  The  caloric  value  per  briquetti 
is  estimated  at  7,500  calories,  or  ii 
English  thermal  units  30,000. 

The  following  statement  is  given  b} 
the_  Belgian  state  railroad  department 
which  operates  ninety  per  cent  of  tin 
railways  in  the  kingdom:  The  con 
sumption  of  briquettes  and  coal  i: 
about  1,160  tons  of  briquettes  an< 
4,400  tons  of  coal  per  day  on  the  Bel 
gian  Government  railroads.  Of  bri 
quettes  known  as  Type  I,  350  tons  an 
used,  and  of  briquettes  known  a 
Type  II,  810  tons.  In  addition  to  thi 
90  tons  English  nut  coal,  replacing 
briquettes,  are  used  for  locomotives. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 
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Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Mornson  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  45 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill...  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa...  35 
Phillips  Mine  k  Mill  bupply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  24 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill .  46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  37 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  33 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 
wdai  uuniag  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  32 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Mornson  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago . 42 

Coal  ±-ockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York . 43 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago .  39 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass .  31 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Crossing's  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 30 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  43 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ _  42 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

,iita  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland. . .  41 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 42 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg... .  83 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  S3 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 47 


Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  31 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 
(Continued  on  page  32.) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


FOR  RENT — The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  by 

operating  company  to  handle  all 
grades  Illinois,  Indiana  and  eastern 
coals  in  Chicago  and  vicinity.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  76,  care  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Book¬ 
keeper  or  stenographer.  Five  years’ 
experience  in  all  departments  of 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  business. 
Address  Box  72,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 

Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  of  coal 

land;  located  in  the  famous  Southern 
Illinois  field;  thoroughly  tested  and  of 
unsurpassed  quality  and  quantity, 
with  excellent  shipping  facilities.  Sur¬ 
rounded  with  up-to-date  mines.  A 
bargain.  Full  particulars  and  price 
upon  application.  W.  A.  Hamilton, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

or  office  correspondent  with  first-class 
manufacturers  of  mine  car  wheels. 
Thoroughly  familiar  with  business 
and  territory.  Desire  to  change  for 
position  with  chances  for  advancement 
and  where  faithful  services  are  appre¬ 
ciated.  Good  references.  Address 
“Salesman,”  care  The  Black  Diamond. 


A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — 450  acres  of  coal  land, 
of  first  quality  splint  coal,  on  the 
Kanawha  &  West  Va.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  vein 
opened;  analysis  shows  60  per  cent 
fixed  carbon.  Natural  gas  available. 
Abiel  Abbot,  53  South  St.,  New  York. 

WANTED — To  lease  or  buy  a  going 

coal  mine  in  West  Virginia  on  the 
Western  Maryland  Railroad;  also  one 
on  the  Allegheny  Valley  Buffalo  Di¬ 
vision  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  or 
will  take  the  agency  for  the  sale  of 
the  coal  for  eastern  market,  but  the 
quality  must  be  the  very  best.  Have 
a  large  and  very  valuable  trade.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  7790,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. _ 

FOR  SALE — Large  acreage,  West¬ 
moreland  County  coal,  twenty  miles 
from  Pittsburgh.  Competitive  freights 
all  directions.  Drift  mines  opened  and 
shipping;  4j4-ft.  vein.  Volatile  36, 
sulphur  1  to  1.50,  phosphorus  .010. 
One-tenth  the  price  of  Pittsburgh  vein. 
Value  steadily  increasing.  Attractive 
as  investment,  operating  or  leasing 
proposition.  Reasonable  terms.  F.  B. 
Lott,  924  Stephen  Girard  building, 
Philadelphia. 

WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 

TRUSTEE’S  SALE. 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
acres  coal  land,  near  Linton,  Ind. 
Capacity  1,500  tons  daily.  Fully 
equipped  and  operating.  Property  of 
the  Linton  Bituminous  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  bankrupt,  known  as  the  “Ham¬ 
ilton  Mine.”  Sale  May  7th,  1908, 
noon,  front  door  of  court  house, 
Sullivan,  Ind.  Address  inquiries  to 
German  American  Trust  Company, 
Trustee,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Successful 

Firms 

have  always  advertised 
in  The  Black  Diamond — 
that  is  why  you  should 
be  among  the  number — 
successful  firms  seek 
each  other's  company 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the.  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  O. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhorn  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

Eor  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  1 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
1  to  75  tons 

By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(NASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway,  New  York 


Rejected  Cases  and  Interfere 
ence  Proceedings  a 
Specialty. 

Designs,  Trade-Marks,  Copyrights, 
Special  Facilities  for  Foreign 
Litigation. 

Expert  Service  Assured 

Write  Us 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York. 
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H.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

of  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OB' 

■  Ig  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <£.  420.  17  Battery  Plsxos,  ...  IV  KW  YOHK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 

for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


THE  SIGNAL  HAS 
SOUNDED 

L 

-  Calling  the  attention  of  all  wide-awake  dealers 

U  to  our 

M 

Winifrede  Splint 

—  and  ===== 

Acme  Sootless 

Don’t  turn  over  and  go  to  sleep  again. 
This  is  the  steenthy-steenth  time  we’ve 
called  your  attention  to  these  famous  brands, 
yet  you’ve  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  us. 

Is  it  wise? 

Is  it  business?  , 

Here  are  two  coals  that  Ijave  won  the 
,  critical  approbation  of  the  most  particular 
users.  Tney  are  playing  a  regular  anvil 
chorus  on  your  door.  Open  up  with  a  trial 
order.  Write  for  prices. 


HOSTLER  COAL  &  COKE  CO. 

355  DEARBORN  ST.,  CHICAGO 


REINFORCED 
CON  C  R  ETE 
COAL  POCKETS 


First  cost  and  maintenance 
is  less  than  wood. 

In  Connection 

with  the  designing  of  our 
reinforced  concrete  coal 
pockets  and  fast  plant 
discharging  apparatus 
would  state  that  we  con¬ 
trol  several  valuable  pat¬ 
ents  in  this  line  for  the 
use  of  which  we  make  no 
royalty  or  other  charges 
to  our  clients. 


Send  for  Bulletin  No.  /f. 
Correspondence  Invited 


ADOLPH  SUCK 

Architect  and  Engineer 

OF  COAL  PLANTS 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 


CHARLES  3.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  OMk  A.  IfelLROT 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sale  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  COAL  CO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.*s 


Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway,  NEJW  YOKK 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 

Read  by  Bankers.  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 


RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 
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MINE  RAILS 

RAILS 

12  -16-20  LB. 

NEW  RELAYING 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

M.  K.  FRANK 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

PITTSBURGH 

am  h  n  for  sale,  choice 

PA  II  RE-LAYING 

M  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

*  (and  other  weights  1.  Alsonewl2lb, 

16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  you  want  and  where  you 
want  them  deliveted.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

^"We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

FOR  SAFE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  odc  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 

Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  in.  gauge,  1%  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy.  III. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co.,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  lor  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

RAILS 

L.  A.  GREEN  COMPANY 

Pittsburgh,  Penna. 

Sales  Agents 

THE  LINTON  RAIL  COMPANY 
Manufacturers 

THE  OHIO  RAIL  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of 

LIGHT  STEEL  RAILS 

12,  16,  20,  25,  30,  35  and  40  lb. 

Also  Joints  and  Spikes. 

Mills  at  Sales  oftice, 

Newark,  O.  Park  Bldg.,  Pittsburg 

t 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co.  Philadelphia 

RARK  BARGAINS 
irv 

RAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

*r  '^ELNICKER"5"?:" 

in  Si.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists  7 

T>  O  _  t  Two  Steam  Mine 

JP  Or  OHlC  Pumps  in  good 
condition-one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Address,  MININd  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg:.,  Columbus,  O. 

mb  W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

STEEL 

1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPOBLIC  BlDG.,  Cleveland,  O. 


YOUGH  STEAM  PUMPS 

- MiMiiBirTiiPtn  BY  = 

BOYTS,  PORTER  &,  COMPANY 

CONNELSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  9.  A. 


Size:  10x5xl6Ineh  Special  Double  Plunger  Boiler  Feed  Pump. 
3-inch  Suction.  2^-inch  Discharge. 


MINE 

PUMPS 

TANK 

PUMPS 

BYDKAULIC 

PUMPS 

COMPOUND 

PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 


Electrical 
Power  Pompe 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pnmpe 

Heavy  and  Light 
Pressure  Pomps 

Wood  Unod 
Mine  Pomps 

with 

Pot  Valve 
ater  Chamber 


Size:  4-inch  Pistons,  8-inch  Stroke,  4-inch  Suction,  3-inch  Discharge, 
80  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 


Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valves.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
2  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


john  d.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  1  ND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 
TO  ADVERTISERS 
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Orders  Can’t  Be  Filled 
From  Empty  Bins ! 

Beside  adding  21c  a  ton  to  the  profits 

LINK-BELT  RETAIL  COAL  POCKETS 

safeguard  the  dealer  from  shortage  in  supply 
by  providing  increased  storage  capacity. 


Booklet 


Link-Belt 

Company 


Wholesale  pocket  erected  for  S.  C.  Schenk, 
Chicago,  Ill. 


PHILADELPHIA 

NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 
SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


CHICAGO 

PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 
DENVER 

Lindroth,  Shubart  &  Co. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

ST  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 
NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


LOOKING  FOR 
A  POSITION? 


TRY  an  ad  in  classified  columns 
of  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND— 
4  cents  per  word,  with  a  discount 
of  20  per  cent  if  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions. 
Classified  advertising  received  any 
time  Thursday,  will  appear  in 
Saturday’s  paper. 


Specify 

“The 
Detroit” 

Lubricator 

Over  900,000  in 
use. 

Catalog  Free. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Pom  pan  y, 

DETROIT,  U.  S.  A. 


gives  in  a  nutshell  business  world 
news  and  views,  points  or  methods,  things  different  editors  are 
saying,  new  ideas  from  business  conventions,  busmess  law  news  for 
store  and  office,  business  law  answers,  etc.  It’s  a  unique  Business 
Magazine  you  want.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  Address 
“Business  Aid,”  112  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


“New  Points 

Magazine 

1  12  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL, 

nership,  patents,  sales,  etc. 
helper,  trouble  saver. 


will  keep  you  posted  on  new 

points  being  laid  down  in  costly 
litigation  which  may  be  worth  a 
good  deal  to  know.  It  covers 
accounts,  contracts,  agency,  part- 
Try  it  a  year  for  25c;  4  months  10c.  It’s  a 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  G.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO  " 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 


RICHMOND,  VA.  r*r\lf  C 

Ebel  Bldg.  LUIVC, 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  Qeneral  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  Thk  Black  Diamond  when  writinc  adtrertnen. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co, 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


a 


K.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


f  9 


COAL 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 

Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.ra.tlon 

Prom  the  model  mines  of  the  United  Slates  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons— 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  £,  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES: 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office.  No.  1  Broadway.  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY, 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 

represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co. 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment 


Let 

Us 

Submit 

Plans 

and 

Estimates 


Wheel  with  steel  cap. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi- Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - - Branch  Offices: - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


Advertising  serves  to  introduce  salesman  to  customer — If  your  salesman  calls  upon  a  man  desired  as  a 
patron  and  finds  that  the  latter  knows  your  coal  or  machinery  through  your  advertising,  he  stands 
a  far  better  chance  than  he  would  if  the  advertising  had  never  been  seen. 

A 

i 

Ask  your  salesman  if  he  does  not  think  an  advertisement  in 
THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  would  help  him  with  his  trade. 


4 


AN  OTTUMWA  STANDARD  STEAM  LOADER 

Loaders  for  all  materials,  either  electric  or  steam. 


OVER  300  IN  USE. 


DO  IT 


Now  IS  THE  TIME  TO  BUY 

Ottumwa  box  car  loaders. 

Why  wait  until  TOMORROW? 

LET  US  HAVE  YOUR  INQUIRIES. 


We  Manufacture  Stevens  Centrifugal  Mine  Fan. 

OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 

Main  Office  and  Factory  i  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent. 

OTTUMWA,  IOWA  •  BRANCHES  j  H0UST0N,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Mention  Thi  Black  Diamond  when  writing  edvertiiera. 
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THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Oar  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 


O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

1*  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain.  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  lor  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  ‘v  C.  c*  B-  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Caal  Branch  Offices 


1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  1. 

Citizens'  Bank  Building,  Norfolk.  Vs. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago  I1L 
50  Congress  >treet,  Boston.  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street. 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4renchurch  Ave.,  London.  E.  C.,  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres.  M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr.  WM.  BURLINQHAM,  Western  Mgr. 

71  Broadway,  New  York  Richmond,  Va.  Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


TRADE  ADfllRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KAKAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide^Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  * 

PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

■  b'uilehnc  CHICAGO 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  A  I 

CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vWML 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaee  and  Foundry  Use. 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO 

DETROIT 


ST.  PAUL 

ERIE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


A  up  PADADI  C  O  A  I  C  O  mi  A  M  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
^  ^  FA  «  M  D  L.  C,  uM  LCo  IVI  M  N  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 

of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  In  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1160-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


William  Marmet,  Prest.  Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest.  Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen’I  Mgr. 

THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 


Sole  Miners  and 
Shippers  of 


MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Mention  Twi  ft>cs  Dunen  when  wrfffne  artwrtieerx 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  97  Cedar  st..  New  York 


lONG  OISTANGE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1982 

'  PECTOh  6820 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDB-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWABK  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  i 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


•Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The -Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  PA  A  I 
Bituminous  Vpx/TaL/ 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


THE  WATT  MINING  CAR  WHEEL  COMPANY 

BARNESVILL£.  OHIO. 


lfentioa  Tn  Black  Diamow*  when  wrtoaa  *dwti**r» 


IRA  E.  STEVENS,  Western  Agent,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  III. 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


DES  MOINES. 


IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE8T  IMPROVED 


OUR  NEW  STEEL  CAR. 

MINE  CARS,  ORE  CARS,  STONE  CARS,  COAL 
CARS,  QUARRY  CARS,  STEEL  CARS  AND 
CAR  WHEELS  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

WRITE  FOR  OUR  CATALOG. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 

COAL — FAIRMONT — COKE 


GAS 
STEAM 
DOMESTIC  ] 


FOUNDRY 

FURNACE 

CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices.  Boston.  New  York.  Philadelphia.  Baltimore.  Washington.  Cleveland.  Cincinnati.  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives.  SANDERS  S.  CO..  LONDON 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 


Miners  and  Shippers 

Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 


J NO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 

Mines  K.  &  M.  R_y„  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  ACENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND 


ANTH  R ACITE 


COAL 


PAYTQN.  QHIO 


& 


of  New  York:,  Colliery  Owners.: 


ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peale,  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Oen.  Mgr. 

J.  0.  Lumley,  Treasurer, 

It.  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


$ 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Sates  Agl. 
W.  S.  Wallses,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  sTanawha  AcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miner*  and  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF 
Bituminous  Coal 


it 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building.  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

99 


44 


Somerset  County  (Pa^.)  Smokeless  Coals 

Office,  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TMEA8. 


H.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANASES 


NEW  RIVER-KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 


(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINBS) 


PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band”  and  “Blue  Creek” 
Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

Q.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mff. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  l620*ieS7 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910.  CINCINNATI 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents  *.  b.  pultz,  M*r. 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Boston, Mass.  UnlonRlonn8 fiof'io 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser*. 


The  Black  Diamond 


Vol.  40.  No.  17. 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

APRIL  25,  1908. 

NEW  YORK 
PITTSBURGH 

$3.00  Per  Year. 

Radical  Element  Causes  Delay  in  Illinois. 


They  Secede  from  the  Organization  for  Two  Days,  but  will  be  Brought  into  Line— Interstate  Agreement 
Reached,  Subject  to  Ratification  by  Miners’  Locals,  and  Work  is  Resumed — Iowa 
Scale  is  Signed — Southwestern  Operators  Plan  for  Higher 
Court  to  Settle  Disputed  Points. 


The  general  labor  situation  with  the  excep¬ 
tions  of  Illinois  has  been  simplified  materially 
within  the  week.  The  operators  and  miners 
of  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana 
reached  an  understanding  for  a  two-year 
agreement,  the  terms  of  which  are  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  miners’  locals  on  a  referendum 
vote.  There  is  no  doubt  about  their  concur¬ 
rence,  and  so  that  matter  is  settled. 

The  miners  and  operators  of  the  southwest¬ 
ern  competitive  field  have  been  debating  on  re¬ 
newal  of  the  old  contract  with  the  addition  of 
a  clause  calling  for  a  higher  court  of  arbitra¬ 
tion  to  settle  matters  which  can  not  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  united  mine  workers  and 
the  operators’  association.  This  question  is 
gradually  growing  in  favor  with  the  miners  and 
an  agreement  is  not  impossible  at  an  early 
date. 

The  Iowa  operators  have  agreed  with  their 
miners  for  a  one-year  scale,  putting  in  the 
proviso  that  in  case  Illinois  signs  up  for  longer 
than  one  year  the  Iowa  scale  shall  automatic¬ 
ally  extend  itself  until  the  termination  of  the 
Illinois  scale. 

In  Illinois  the  miners  are  divided,  but  the 
radicals  are  rapidly  losing  in  power  and  are 
likely  to  surrender  ultimately  to  the  conserv¬ 
atives  who  favor  submitting  to  a  referendum 
vote  the  question  of  the  miners  assuming  the 
shot  firers’  expense  and  withdrawing  the  union 
miners  from  the  non-association  mines. 


The  Illinois  Conference. 

The  mine  operators  and  miners  of  Illinois 
have  been  struggling  all  week  in  an  endeavor 
to  reach  an  agreement,  the  principal  matter  at 
issue  being  the  assumption  of  the  cost  of  shot 
,  firers  required  by  the  Illinois  law.  Up  to 
Wednesday  night  it  hardly  seemed  as  if  the 
two  sides  were  going  to  be  able  to  reach  an 
agreement.  At  that  time  a  very  serious  break 
occurred  in  the  ranks  of  the  mine  workers’ 
organization  and  this  seemed  to  crystallize  af¬ 
fairs  into  such  shape  that  after  the  insurgents 
have  been  pacified  the  whole  matter  can  be 
taken  up  and  settled  within  a  few  days,  even 
though  mines  will  not  resume  for  another  two 
or  three  weeks. 

The  points  at  issue  between  the  miners  and 
operators  have  been  the  assumption  of  the 
shot  firers’  expense  by  the  operators  and 
whether  or  not  the  members  of  the  Illinois 
Operators’  Association  should  have  a  closed 
shop  while  the  non-association  mines  should 
have  practically  an  open  shop.  No  very 
definite  progress  was  made  in  the  discussion  of 
these  matters  in  the  open  meeting.  The  crisis 
came  on  Wednesday  afternoon  when  the  Illi¬ 
nois  operators  made  the  suggestion  to  the 
miners  that  they  submit  to  arbitration  the  shot 
firers’  expense,  the  open  or  closed  shop  and  the 
double  standard  or  mine  run  basis  of  produc¬ 
ing  coal,  and  the  differential  between  ma- 
t  /  chine  and  pick  mining.  This  seems  to  have 
rung  the  bell,  as  one  operator  put  it,  and  threw 
the  opposition  entirely  into  confusion.  After 
the  adjournment  of  the  joint  meeting  on 
Wednesday  night  to  meet  again  Thursday 
morning,  the  miners’  organization  held  a  meet- 
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ing  and  the  radical  element  broke  away  from 
the  conservative  element,  the  latter  being 
headed  by  President  Walker  and  W.  D.  Ryan, 
secretary  of  the  national  association. 

The  radical  element  refused  to  consider  the 
Illinois  association  proposition  on  the  shot 
firers’  expense,  refused  to  arbitrate  on  any 
question  whatever  and  proposed  to  fix  a 
scale  of  their  own  which  would  be  presented  to 
the  operators  at  a  later  date.  All  Wednesday 
night  and  all  day  Thursday  these  insurgents 
were  busy  preparing  what  might  be  considered 
a  minority  report  in  the  way  of  a  separate  scale 
from  that  prepared  by  the  joint  scale  commit¬ 
tee.  On  Wednesday  the  number  of  insurgents 
was  so  great  as  to  indicate  that  possibly  the 
whole  mine  workers’  organization  of  Illinois 
would  be  carried  by  storm  and  the  command 
of  affairs  taken  from  President  Walker.  After 
some  of  the  secessionists  had  a  chance  to  sleep 
on  the  matter  they  were  not  so  radical  in  tone 
and  on  Thursday  desertions  from  the  radical 
camp,  according  to  reports  Thursday  night, 
were  quite  frequent,  leaving  the  belligerent 
body  only  a  modicum  of  that  with  which  it 
started  out.  The  new  scale  lost  in  popularity 
all  day  Thursday  and  by  Thursday  night 
enough  of  the  conservatism  had  been  restored 
to  the  organization  so  it  seemed  entirely  prob¬ 
able  the  two  sides  would  be  able  to  get  together 
on  Friday  afternoon  at  two  o’clock. 

Planning  the  Campaign. 

The  effort  from  now  on  will  be  to  get  the 
conservative  element  among  the  miners  and  all 
of  the  Illinois  operators  to  agree  to  submit  the 
whole  proposition  to  the  joint  scale  committee 
for  definite  recommendation  as  to  the  shot 
firers’  expense  and  the  open  or  closed  shop. 
It  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  done  and  that 
the  joint  committee  will  report  either  Saturday 
or  Monday  favoring  the  submission  of  both 
questions  to  the  miners’  organization  on  a 
referendum  vote.  If  this  recommendation  car¬ 
ries  through  the  convention,  which  undoubt¬ 
edly  it  will,  the  referendum  vote  will  require 
at  least  two  weeks.  This  delay  in  opening  the 
mines,  taken  together  with  the  delays  inci¬ 
dent  to  opening  the  mines  which  have  been 
closed  for  a  month,  and  to  finally  signing  up 
the  wage  scale,  will  probably  keep  the  Illinois 
mines  closed  until  about  the  fifteenth  of  May. 

In  this  controversy  the  politics  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  are  very  interesting.  The  miners,  as  al¬ 
ready  shown,  have  a  division  in  their  ranks 
and  in  consequence  they  are  weakened.  The 
operators  on  the  other  hand  are  united  in  their 
stand  on  the  two  questions.  One  of  these  is 
that  they  will  not  assume  the  shot  firers’  ex¬ 
pense  and  the  other  is  that  they  will  not  sub¬ 
mit  to  a  closed  shop  in  association  mines 
while  the  non-association  mines  virtually  have 
the  advantage  of  an  open  shop.  They  are  go¬ 
ing  to  give  the  miners  of  the  state  the  option 
of  deciding  whether  they  will  make  it  a  closed 
shop  all  through  the  state  or  whether  they 
will  make  it  an  open  shop  all  through  the 
state. 

On  this  plan  the  operators  are  unusually 
united,  because  they  know  that  if  the  non-as¬ 
sociation  mines  are  permitted  to  continue  with 
the  open  shop  while  the  association  mines  are 
forced  to  get  along  with  the  closed  shop,  the 
association  itself  can  not  continue  in  existence 
and  be  of  service  to  the  members.  This  is 
making  the  operators  belonging  to  the  associa¬ 
tion  unusually  strong  and  when  it  is  taken  into 
consideration  that  they  now  embrace  more 


than  ninety  per  cent  of  the  mines  in  the  state 
the  strength  is  augmented.  In  all  probability 
tile  miners  will  have  so  straightened  out  their 
internal  trouble  in  the  next  few  days  the  big 
question  at  issue  will  be  submitted  to  the  min¬ 
ers  on  a  referendum  vote  and  these  miners  will 
decide  in  favor  of  the  conditions  advanced  by 
the  members  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’ 
Association. 

The  shot  firers’  expense,  which  became  the 
center  of  discussion  in  the  meeting  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  operators  and  miners  at  Springfield,  is  a 
tangled  and  bothersome  question.  The  miners 
have  paid  this  for  the  last  two  years,  practically, 
and  when  it  came  time  to  renew  their  agree¬ 
ment  were  disposed  to  shift  the  burden  to  the 
operators.  The  latter  not  having  been  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  enactment  of  the  law  which  made  shot 
firers  necessary,  refused  to  assume  the  expense 
and  consequently  the  matter  was  the  subject  of 
considerable  bickering.  Into  the  shot  firers’  prob¬ 
lem  is  inserted  the  question  of  state  politics,  the 
question  of  the  strict  interpretation  of  the  labor 
contract  and  the  question  of  operating  expense, 
which  is  decidedly  bothersome. 

There  are  at  least  fifty  thousand  coal  miners 
in  the  state  of  Illinois.  At  least  thirty  thousand 
of  these  are  voters.  In  some  places  the  Coal 
miner  is  a  dominating  influence  in  county  poli¬ 
tics.  Anything  which  the  miner  wants,  in  conse¬ 
quence,  he  is  inclined  to  get,  if  his  state  senator 
or  state  representative  can  get  it  for  him.  Two 
years  ago  the  miners  and  operators  entered  into 
an  agreement  as  to  price.  This  agreement  stipu¬ 
lated  that  the  cost  of  mining  coal  should  be  such 
and  such  an  amount  for  the  succeeding  two  years 
and  that  nothing  should  be  done  either  by  the 
miners  or  operators  during  the  life  of  that  agree¬ 
ment,  which  would  influence  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  coal,  without  the  consent  of  the 
other.  This  agreement  went  into  effect  on 
the  1st  of  Anril,  1906.  On  the  1st  of  July  that 
year  the  shot  firers’s  law  went  into  effect,  passed 
at  the  urgent  request  of  the  mine  workers  and 
pushed  through  the  state  legislature  by  the  state 
representatives  and  state  senators,  who  came 
from  the  mining  districts.  The  operators  made 
rather  violent  protests  but  the  politicians  counted 
noses  and  saw  that  as  against  the  fifty  thousand 
miners  in  the  state  the  operators  practically  did 
not  exist,  at  least  as  voting  entities. 

The  legislature  submitted  bodily  to  the  mine 
workers  and  placed  a  law  upon  the  statute  books 
which  required  that  shot  firers  should  be  in¬ 
stalled  in  all  the  Illinois  mines  and  that  no  one 
should  be  in  the  mine  at  the  time  the  shots  were 
fired.  More  to  the  point,  the  law  provided  that 
the  expense  of  the  shot  firers  should  be  borne  by 
the  coal  operators,  quite  regardless  of  the  fact 
that  the  operators  used  every  persuasion  to  keep 
the  bill  as  a  whole  from  being  passed.  If  we 
were  discussing  governmental  matters  strictly  we 
would  say  that  this  was  a  case  of  legislature  with¬ 
out  representation  because  the  operators  were  not 
represented  when  this  law  was  put  on  the  statute 
books.  When  it  came  down  to  the  conclusion  of 
that  agreement  and  a  new  wage  scale  was  to  be 
signed,  the  miners  began  calling  attention  to  the 
peculiar  phraseology  of  the  law  which  made  shot 
firers  necessary.  Thev  called  particular  attention 
to  that  clause  of  it  which  demanded  that  the  op¬ 
erators  should  bear  the  expense  of  the  shot  firers 
and  absolutely  refused,  as  an  organization  of 
miners,  further  to  assume  the  burden  of  respon¬ 
sibility  which  the  law  laid  upon  the  operators’ 
shoulders.  The  fact  that  the  law  was  placed 
upon  the  statute  books  by  the  miners  and  the 
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fact  that  the  operators  had  absolutely  nothing  to 
say  for  themselves  when  the  law  was  passed, 
had  no  weight  with  the  mine  workers.  'I  hey  had 
used  their  political  influence  to  obtain  something 
from  the  legislature  and,  having  obtained  it,  de¬ 
manded  their  rights  under  the  law. 

The  coal  operators  would  not  object  very  seri¬ 
ously  to  the  payment  of  four  dollars  a  day  the 
shot  firers  demand,  were  it  not  for  other  items  of 
expense  which  the  shot  firers  bill  entails,  the 
sum  of  the  whole  matter  is  a  burden  of  expense 
upon  the  operators  which  they  are  not  willing  to 
assume  Especially  are  they  not  willing  to  as¬ 
sume  it  under  the  conditions  by  which  it  was 
forced  upon  them.  The  law,  for  instance,  re¬ 
quires  that  no  one  shall  be  in  the  mine  at  the 
time  the  shot  firers  discharge  their  shots.  In  case 
the  mine  is  working  a  double  shift  this  means  that 
the  miners  must  leave  the  face  of  the  coal  and 
get  entirely  out  of  the  mine,  requiring  that  they 
stop  all  progress  inside  of  the  mine,  until  all  the 
shots  are  fired.  It  means  that  even  the  mine  in¬ 
spectors  must  keep  away  until  after  the  shot  firers 
are  through.  It  means  that  no  one  must  be  in  tne 
mine  for  any  purpose  whatever,  t° 'dean  up,  or 
to  do  any  of  the  necessary  things  about  the  mine 
while  these  shot  firers  are  at  work.  The  law 
further  requires  that  where  it  is  a  shaft  mine  a 
hoisting  engineer  must  be  on  duty  or  within  rea 
of  signal  to  operate  the  cages  on  request  of  the 
shot  firers  or  upon  the  proper  signal  from  the 

inside  of  the  mine.  , 

It  is  declared  most  confidently  by  those  who 
operate  in  Illinois,  that  no  one  thing  has  been 
done  in  the  last  ten  years  which  influences  the  cost 
of  producing  coal  quite  as  much  as  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  this  shot  firers’  law.  For  the  miners  now 
to  come  down  and  insist  that  having  placed  this 
burden  upon  the  operators  m  the  form  ot  a 
statute  the  operators  should  also  assur"®  .th® 
oense  of  the  shot  firers  wages,  was  a  little  more 
than  the  coal  operators  could  stand.  The  miners 
were  not  willing  to  have  their  pay  changed,  based 
upon  the  agreement  of  two  years  ago,  but  wanted 
the  same  money  they  were  making  at  that  time 
and  without  any  necessity  to  pay  anything  for 
shot  firers.  The  old  agreement  was  in  effect  be¬ 
fore  the  shot  firers’  law  was  placed  on  the  statut 
books  and  the  coal  operators  did  not  have  to  pay 
the  shot  firers  for  the  last  two  years.  They  took 
the  stand  at  the  opening  of  the  present  conference 
that  they  would  not  change  conditions  a  particle 
from  those  of  two  years  ago.  . 

When  it  came  down  to  the  point  of  discussion, 
the  mine  workers  laid  particular  stress  unon  the 
phraseology  of  the  law  declaring  that  the  mine 
operators  could  not  shift  the  burden  to  t  en 
shoulders  because  the  manner  in  which  this  should 
be  paid  was  already  provided  for  by  the  statute. 
The  operators  immediately  came  back  at  the 
miners  by  saying  that  the  miners  had  obtained 
the  enactment  of  this  law  and  that  it  was  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  terms  of  the  last  agreement  and,  con- 
sequently,  thev  should  be  penalized  for  breaking 
the  agreement  by  being  compelled  to  stand  the 
burden  of  the  shot  firers’  expense. 


The  Toledo  Meeting. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  April  23. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — When  the  sub-committee  of  the  scale 
committee  of  the  Interstate  Conference  con¬ 
vention  began  its  labors  on  last  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing  it  looked  as  though  the  end  were  in  sight 
and  that  everything  would  go  through  with 
a  rush.  But  a  few  minutes  after  the  session 
opened  it  was  found  that  such  was  not  the 
case  and  that  day  was  fraught  with  more  to 
jeopardize  the  chances  of  an  amicable  settle¬ 
ment  than  any  other  day  of  the  entire  conven¬ 
tion. 

The  trouble  arose  from  the  injection  of  local 
conditions  into  the  committee  deliberations  by 
both  operators  and  miners  of  the  western 
Pennsylvania  field.  Fearing  that  the  entering 
into  an  agreement,  such  as  was  proposed  by 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  would  be  responsible  for  a  change  in  the 
existing  conditions  in  this  field  the  operators 
set  up  the  demand  that,  before  they  would 
agree  to  any  proposition,  they  must  be  posi¬ 
tively  assured  that  present  conditions  would 
not  be  affected  in  any  way.  This  was  aimed 


particularly  at  the  question  of  "checking  off," 
which  is  rather  limited  in  this  field  to  certain 
mines.  The  question  also  of  pay  for  top  men 
entered  into  the  discussion,  which  was  rapidly 
assuming  the  position  of  a  settlement  of  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  western  Pennsylvania  district 
alone. 

All  day  long  this  matter  was  threshed  out, 
the  other  members  of  the  committee  vainly 
trying  to  show  both  operators  and  miners 
from  Pennsylvania  that  the  questions  raised 
had  no  place  in  this  committee,  but  were  for 
decision  and  solution  in  district  conference 
only.  Towards  the  close  of  the  day  it  seemed 
as  though  the  peace  element  had  won  their 
point  and  so  certain  did  it  seem  that  a  unani¬ 
mous  report  could  be  gotten  out  that  a  spe¬ 
cial  session  was  called  for  Thursday  evening 
at  8  o’clock.  When  the  hour  of  9  rolled  around, 
however,  conditions  were  as  bad  as  ever  and 
because  of  the  dark  outlook  it  was  finally 
agreed  to  rest  the  matter  until  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  at  9  o’clock. 

Immediately  following  the  adjournment  of 
the  sub-committee  the  Pennsylvania  operators 
got  together  in  one  of  the  Boody  house  parlors 
and  until  half  after  midnight  they  argued  and 
planned  to  come  to  some  definite  understand¬ 
ing  as  to  what  was  the  best  course  of  action. 

F'inal  decision  of  the  operators  was  to  rest 
their  differences  until  district  conference,  so 
when  the  meeting  of  the  sub-committee  was 
resumed  in  the  morning  it  required  but  a 
few  moments  to  get  together  and  then  the 
full  scale  committee  was  called  and  a  report 
was  made  to  it.  All  Friday  morning  was  taken 
up  in  the  deliberations  of  the  full  committee 
and  it  was  just  about  noon  when  adjournment 
was  made  and  a  call  issued  for  a  full  conven¬ 
tion  meeting  in  the  afternoon. 

In  the  meantime  the  miners  had  held  a  con¬ 
vention  in  the  morning  and  heard  reports  from 
the  credentials  committee  and  adjusted  trans¬ 
portation  and  other  minor  matters. 

It  was  something  after  2  o’clock  on  Friday 
afternoon  when  the  full  convention  of  oper¬ 
ators  and  miners  was  called  to  order  by  Chair¬ 
man  Zerbe. 

Vice-Mayor  Moody,  in  the  absence  of  Mayor 
Whitlock  complimented  the  delegates  and  in¬ 
vited  them  to  again  visit  the  city  at  the  time 
of  the  1910  national  convention. 

James  P.  Egan,  president  of  the  Central  La¬ 
bor  Union,  followed  Mr.  Moody  and  repeated 
his  invitation,  assuring  the  delegates  of  a  warm 
welcome  upon  their  return.  Several  telegrams 
from  Indianapolis  were  read  inviting  them  to 
hold  their  convention  in  that  city.  A  letter 
from  John  Mitchell  regretting  his  inability  to 
be  present  was  presented  to  the  conference 
and  was  received  with  cheers  for  the  former 
leader. 

The  Scale  Adopted. 

After  reading  the  agreement  of  the  scales 
committee,  which  specified  that  the  mining 
rate  for  the  next  two  years  would  be  reaf¬ 
firmed;  that  internal  differences  both  as  to 
prices  and  conditions  be  referred  for  readjust¬ 
ment  to  the  various  districts  affected;  that  the 
eight-hour  day  be  reaffirmed;  that  a  general 
resumption  of  operation  shall  take  place  on 
Monday;  that  the  practice  of  suspending  the 
operation  of  the  mines  pending  the  investiga¬ 
tion  and  the  adjustment  of  disputes  rising  un¬ 
der  the  terms  of  the  joint  agreement  is  con¬ 
demned  in  a  vigorous  and  positive  manner, 
and  that  the  next  interstate  joint  conference 
be  held  in  Toledo  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
February,  1910,  it  was  unanimously  accepted 
by  the  conference. 

During  the  discussion  over  the  various  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  agreement  a  tilt  between  John 
H.  Jones,  president  of  the  Pittsburgh  &  West¬ 
moreland  Coal  Company  and  Frank  Feehan, 
president  of  the  Pennsylvania  miners,  took 
place.  Feehan  in  his  address  declared,  at  some 
length,  that  the  miners  in  his  district  would 
not  consider  themselves  bound  by  the  agree¬ 
ment  and  that  certain  matters  pertaining  to 
their  district  would  have  to  be  settled.  Mr. 
Jones  took  exceptions  to  the  statement  of  the 
Pittsburgh  delegate  and  made  a  heated  reply, 
saying  that  the  operators  in  his  district  would 
do  nothing  which  might  increase  the  cost  of 
production. 


President  Lewis  smoothed  over  the  difficulty 
by  saying  that  the  troubles  referred  to  were 
purely  matters  of  internal  interest  and  that  the 
conference  was  no  place  for  their  discussion. 

Delegate  Kelley  of  Illinois  reaffirmed  his 
former  charges  of  collusion  between  the  oper¬ 
ators  present  and  those  of  Illinois  and  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  delegates  to  lend  their  support 
to  their  western  brethren. 

Secretary  W.  D.  Ryan  entered  the  discussion 
with  the  statement  that  the  Illinois  men  were 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves  without  any 
outside  help. 

Chairman  Zerbe  then  ruled  that  the  entire 
discussion  was  out  of  order  and  it  was  dropped 
despite  the  attempts  of  Kelley  to  bring  it  be¬ 
fore  the  convention. 

H.  L.  Chapman,  representing  the  operators 
of  Ohio,  offered  a  resolution  inviting  the  oper¬ 
ators  and  miners  of  Illinois  to  join  in  the  next 
interstate  convention.  After  some  discussion 
this  was  unanimously  adopted  and  the  conven¬ 
tion  adjourned. 

As  an  indication  of  the  good  will  borne  by 
miners  and  operators  toward  Toledo,  this  is 
the  first  joint  conference  which  has  ever  men¬ 
tioned  a  meeting  place  for  the  succeeding  con¬ 
vention.  Usually  this  matter  has  been  left  in 
the  hands  of  a  committee,  but  this  year  prec¬ 
edent  was  overruled  and  the  scale  committee 
named  Toledo  as  the  place  for  the  next  con¬ 
ference. 

After  the  adjournment  had  been  taken  the 
delegates  repaired  in  a  body  to  the  ball  grounds 
and  witnessed  the  Toledo-Minneapolis  game. 


Text  of  the  Agreement. 

The  agreement  of  the  scale  committee  which 
will  be  referred  back  to  the  miners  for  a  refer¬ 
endum  vote  is  as  follows: 

It  is  hereby  agreed  between  the  operators 
and  miners’  representatives  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana: 

First — That  the  mining  rates,  day  wage  scale 
and  general  prices  in  existence  in  western 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana  in  the  year 
1907  be  reaffirmed. 

Second — That  the  internal  differences,  both 
as  to  prices  and  conditions,  be  referred  for  ad¬ 
justment  to  the  various  districts  affected. 

Third — That  the  screens  hereby  adopted  for 
the  state  of  Ohio,  western  Pennsylvania  and 
the  bituminous  district  of  Indiana  shall  be  uni¬ 
form  in  size,  six  feet  wide  by  twelve  feet  long, 
built  of  flat  or  akron-shaped  bars  of  not  less 
than  five-eighths  of  an  inch  surface,  with  one 
and  one-fourth  inches  between  bars,  free  from 
obstructions,  and  that  such  screen  shall  rest 
upon  a  sufficient  number  of  bearings  to  hold 
the  bars  in  proper  position. 

Fourth — That  the.  block  coal  district  of  In¬ 
diana  may  continue  the  use  of  the  diamond 
screen  of  present  size  and  pattern  with  the 
privilege  of  run-of-mine  coal,  the  mining  price 
of  which  shall  be  determined  by  the  actual 
screenings. 

Fifth — That  the  eight-hour  day  or  forty-eight 
hours  of  six  days  per  week  is  hereby  reaf¬ 
firmed. 

Sixth — That  an  eight-hour  day  means  eight 
hours’  work  in  the  mine  at  u$ual  working 
places  for  all  classes  of  inside  day  labor.  This 
shall  be  exclusive  of  the  time  required  in  reach¬ 
ing  such  working  places  in  the  morning  and 
departing  from  same  at  night. 

Regarding  drivers,  they  shall  take  their 
mules  to  and  from  the  stables,  and  the  time 
required  in  so  doing  shall  not  include  any  part 
of  the  day’s  labor,  their  work  beginning  when 
they  reach  the  change  at  which  they  receive 
empty  cars,  but  in  no  case  shall  the  driver’s 
time  be  docked  while  he  is  waiting  for  such 
cars  at  the  point  named. 

Seventh — That  when  the  men  go  into  the 
mine  in  the  morning  they  shall  be  entitled  to 
two  hours’s  pay  whether  or  not  the  mine  works 
the  full  two  hours  or  not.  But  after  the  first 
two  hours  the  men  shall  be  paid  for 
every  hour  thereafter  by  the  hour,  for  each 
hour’s  work  or  fractional  part  thereof.  If  for 
any  reason  the  regular  routine  work  cannot  be 
furnished  the  inside  labor  for  a  portion  of  the 
first  two  hours  the  operators  may  furnish  other 
than  the  regular  labor  for  the  unexpired  time. 
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Eighth — That  the  term  of  this  contract  shall 
begin  April  1,  1908,  and  expire  March  31, 
1910. 

Ninth — That  a  general  resumption  of  opera¬ 
tion  in  western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  (the 
mines  in  Indiana  now  being  in  operation) 
shall  take  place  on  Monday,  April  20,  1908. 

Tenth — -That  the  renewal  of  the  mining  rates, 
day  wage  scale  and  general  prices  existing  in 
1907  is,  on  condition  of  the  approval  of  a  two- 
years’  contract  by  referendum  vote  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Resolved,  By  representatives  of  the  inter¬ 
state  joint  convention,  composed  of  the  ope¬ 
rators  and  miners  of  western  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  that  we  condemn  in  the 
most  vigorous  and  positive  manner  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  suspending  the  operation  of  mines  pend¬ 
ing  the  investigation  and  adjustment  of  dis¬ 
putes  arising  under  the  terms  of  joint  agree¬ 
ments  in  the  various  districts  and  sub-districts 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  interstate  move¬ 
ment;  and  we  recommend  that  such  provisions 
be  agreed  upon  by  the  operators  and  miners’ 
representatives  in  the  various  districts  and  sub¬ 
districts  as  will  require  the  mine  managers  and 
mine  workers  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  and  to  adjust  disputes  without  delay 
and  without  suspending  the  operation  of  mines. 

This  interstate  joint  convention  shall  ad¬ 
journ  to  meet  in  interstate  convention  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  February,  1910,  at  10:00  a.  m. 
in  the  city  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 


The  Iowa  Agreement. 

The  members  of  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’ 
Association  and  of  district  No.  13,  U.  M.  W.  A., 
have  entered  into  an  agreement  covering  the 
period  from  April  1,  1908,  to  March  31,  1909. 
It  is  specifically  agreed,  however,  that  if  the 
Illinois  agreement  when  made  is  for  a  longer 
period  than  one  year  the  agreement  in  Iowa  will 
be  effective  -to  expire  on  exactly  the  same  day. 
The  conditions  covering  this  agreement  are  prac¬ 
tically  the  same  as  those  in  existence  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year. 

IA  number  of  new  conditions  were  added,  one 
of  which  is  that  any  mine  superintendent  who  re¬ 
fuses  to  investigate  any  case  arising  out  of  this 
agreement  shall  be  removed  by  the  association, 
and  any  committeeman  or  local  president  who 
refuses  to  investigate  any  case  arising  out  of 
this  agreement  shall  be  removed  by  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Another  new  clause  was  that  no  miner 
shall  be  permitted  to  work  at  the  face  on  idle 
days  to  make  coal  ready  and  shall  only  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  do  work  at  the  permission  of  the  mine 
committee,  same  to  be  in  urgent  cases. 

Another  change  was  made  in  the  resolution  No. 
10  affecting  district  No.  12.  This  was  that  all 
division  work  not  covered  by  this  agreement  shall 
be  paid  for  at  a  price  to  be  mutually  agreed  upon 
by  the  mine  boss  and  party  concerned.  If  they 
cannot  agree  in  any  other  manner  they  may  agree 
on  price  per  day,  and  failing  to  agree,  the  mat¬ 
ter  shall  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
mine  and  the  president  of  the  local  union  for 
adjustment,  and  in  case  they  fail  to  agree  it 
shall  be  referred  for  final  settlement  to  the  op¬ 
erator  of  the  mine  or  his  representative  and  the 
miners’  state  president  or  some  one  designated 
to  represent  him,  and  the  mines  shall  continue 
to  work  pending  an  investigation,  and  when  set¬ 
tlement  is  made  shall  date  from  the  time  the 
question  of  efficiency  was  raised.  If  the  com¬ 
pany  decides  to  stop  the  place  no  investigation 
shall  be  made,  but  the  miners  shall  be  given 
another  place. 

The  general  preamble  fixing  the  wage  scale 
and  the  general  terms  for  the  district  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“The  price  to  be  paid  for  pick  mined  coal  in 
the  various  sub-districts  named  below,  of  said 
District  Thirteen,  during  the  year  commencing 
April  1,  1908,  and  ending  March  31,  1909,  shall 
be  as  follows :  Per  ton  of  two  thousand  pounds, 
at  the  option  of  the  operators,  as  to  mine  run 
or  lump  coal,  provided  that  only  such  coal  as 
is  sold  as  mine  run  shall  be  paid  for  on  that 
basis,  unless  otherwise  agreed  upon  between  the 
joint  board  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  and  the  Mine 
Operators’  Association. 

“All  of  the  screens  in  the  different  fields  shall 


have  not  to  exceed  seventy-two  square  feet  of 
superficial  area,  free  from  obstructions,  and  the 
bars  of  each  screen  shall  rest  upon  a  sufficient 
number  of  bearings  to  hold  the  bars  in  proper 
position.  No  screen  provided  for  in  this  agree¬ 
ment  shall  be  more  than  twelve  feet  in  length, 
except  those  now  in  use,  nor  have  anything  on 
or  near  it,  which  will  impede  the  progress  of 
the  coal  over  the  screen,  and  all  screens  shall 
have  a  sufficient  pitch  to  clear  themselves  of  all 
coal  under  ordinary  conditions,  provided  fur¬ 
ther  that  the  screens  in  the  different  sub-dis¬ 
tricts  shall  be  as  follows : 

Sub-District  No.  One. — The  screens  shall  be 
of  flat  bars  of  not  less  than  of  an  inch  sur¬ 
face  and  not  to  exceed  V/\  inches  between  the 
bars,  except  in  Putnam  County,  Missouri,  where 
the  law  calls  for  a  mine  run  system.  In  the 
mines  of  the  said  county  the  miner  must  load 
his  coal  as  free  from  impurities  as  is  practica¬ 
ble.  Pie  shall  at  all  times  remove  his  mining  dirt 
before  taking  his  fall  of  coal  down,  and  when 
cutting  a  corner,  he  must  cut  the  same  in  such 
a  workmanlike  manner  as  will  permit  the  sep¬ 
arating  and  removal  of  the  clay  bank,  and  gob 
the  same.  Should  any  miner  violate  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  clause,  he  shall  be  fined  fifty 
cents  for  the  first  offense,  $1.00  for  the  second 
offense,  and  for  the  third  offense  within  thirty 
days  from  time  of  first  offense,  he  shall  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  discharge  or  fine  of  $2.00,  at  the  option 
of  the  operator.  Said  fines  to  be  collected  by  the 
operator  and  paid  to  the  secretary  of  District 
No.  13,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 


Min-ru'n  coal,  per  ton . $0.91 

hand  picked  coal,  per  ton .  1.05 

Screened  lump  coal,  per  ton .  1.05 

8-foot  entry,  per  yard .  1.72 

12-foot  entry,  per  yard .  1,35 

14-foot  entry,  per  yard .  1.30 

Room  turning,  12  to  14-foot  doorway .  2.25 

Double  shifting  entries,  25  cents  per  yard  extra. 

Lee  Machine. 

Machine  runners,  per  ton . 07 1/\ 

Machine  shovelers,  per  ton . 07  ;4 

Loaders,  per  ton . 55 


Southwestern  Conference. 

One  of  the  most  important  contracts  now 
pending  between  the  miners  and  operators  is 
the  proposed  joint  interstate  agreement  for  the 
miners  of  Districts  14,  21  and  25  and  the  ope¬ 
rators  embracing  what  is  known  as  the  south¬ 
western  competitive  field.  Two  yery  distinct 
changes  are  made  in  this  contract,  one  of  them 
providing  for  an  arbitration  court  which  will 
take  up  and  settle  all  matters  in  dispute  and 
the  other  providing  for  a  different  method  of 
collecting  money  which  the  mine  operators  pay 
over  to  the  mine  workers’  organization. 

Heretofore  the  southwestern  field  has  had  no 
arbitration  plan  whatever.  Up  to  this  time 
it  has  been  a  question  of  the  miners  and  ope¬ 
rators  agreeing  if  possible,  and  if  not,  of  fight¬ 
ing  it  out  along  old-time  lines.  The  operators 
have  insisted  that  a  higher  court  or  an  impar¬ 
tial  body,  being  free  from  any  personal  preju¬ 
dices,  should  decide  finally  upon  questions  at 
issue.  This  was  fought  by  the  miners  for  the 
time  being,  but  now  it  seems  entirely  possible 
that  they  will  be  able  to  get  together.  That  part 
of  the  general  preamble  which  pertains  to  the 
creation  of  the  arbitration  board  and  the  conduct 
of  that  body  after  appointment,  is  as  follows : 

1.  Whereas,  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  an 
industrial  contract  depend  altogether  upon  the 
fidelity  with  which  it  is  carried  into  effect,  and 

2.  Whereas,  past  experience  has  demonstrated 
that  important  controversies,  arising  under  our 
agreements,  are  not  susceptible  of  amicable  ad¬ 
justment  by  the  parties  in  interest  through  the 
methods  heretofore  provided,  and 

3.  Whereas,  it  is  our  earnest  and  sincere  de¬ 
sire  that  any  agreement  made  and  executed  by 
and  between  the  representatives  of  the  miners  in 
Districts  14,  21  and  25  and  the  representatives 
of  the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’ 
Association  be  observed  and  carried  out  in  its 
entirety  and  that  controversies  of  any  and  every 
character  whatever,  arising  under  the  contract, 
be  susceptible  of  amicable  and  definite  settle¬ 
ment  ; 

4.  It  is  therefore  mutually  agreed,  that  in  case 
of  any  local  trouble  arising  at  any  time  through 
a  failure  to  agree  between  the  foreman  and  any 


employee,  the  pit  committee  and  the  foreman  are 
empowered  to  adjust  it,  and  the  concurrent  vote 
of  the  foreman  and  a  majority  of  the  pit  com¬ 
mittee  shall  be  decisive,  and  in  case  of  their  dis¬ 
agreement  or  failure  to  act  within  a  few  days,  it 
shall  be  immediately  referred  to  the  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  company  and  the  district  president  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  whose  district  the  con¬ 
troversy  arose,  or  such  person  as  either  may 
designate  to  represent  him,  and  should  they  fail 
within  one  week  to  agree  or  to  hand  down  a  de¬ 
cision,  it  shall  then  be  referred  by  either  party 
to  the  commissioner  of  the  Southwestern  Inter¬ 
state  Coal  Operators’  Association  and  the  district 
president  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  whose  dis¬ 
trict  the  question  arises,  or  such  persons  as  they 
designate  for  its  adjustment,  and  should  they  fail 
to  agree  or  to  hand  down  their  decision  within 
one  week  after  the  question  has  been  referred  to 
them  (unless  by  mutual  written  consent  this  is 
extended,  but  in  no  event  shall  it  be  extended  to 
exceed  thirty  days,  including  the  one  week  here 
provided),  then  and  in  that  event,  the  question 
is  to  be  immediately  referred  by  either  party  to 
the  controversy  to  the  reference  board  hereinafter 
provided  for,  and  in  all  cases  the  miners,  mine 
laborers  and  parties  involved  must  continue  at 
work. 

5.  It  is  therefore  mutually  agreed  that  board 
of  reference  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  created, 
for  final  settlement  of  all  controversies  between 
the  parties  hereto  that  may  arise  after  the  sign¬ 
ing  of  this  contract  and  fail  of  settlement  as 
hereinbefore  provided. 

6.  That  said  board  be  composed  of  five  men 
appointed  in  the  following  manner :  One  to  be 
the  proprietor  of  the  works  whereat  the  contro¬ 
versy  arose,  or  any  other  person  such  proprietor 
may  designate  to  represent  him,  one  to  be  the 
commissioner  of  the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal 
Operators’  Association,  or  any  other  person  the 
president,  or  in  his  absence,  disability  or  refusal 
to  act,  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  that  asso¬ 
ciation,  may  appoint,  and  two  men  representing 
Districts  14,  21  and  25  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America,  to  be  appointed  by  the  district 
president,  or  in  his  absence,  inability  or  refusal 
to  act,  by  the  district  vice-president,  or  district 
secretary,  in  order  named,  in  whose  district  the 
controversy  arises,  and  these  two  men  must  be 
appointed  from  that  district,  and  the  fifth  man 
or  referee,  to  be  named  by  a  United  States  dis- 
trist  judge,  as  hereinafter  provided.  This  board 
shall  have  authority  to  call  witnesses  to  ascertain 
the  facts  and  its  decision  and  assessment  of 
damages  shall  be  binding  and  final,  and  it  shall 
decide  the  matter  submitted  as  expeditiously  as 
possible. 

7.  It  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  that  the  par¬ 
ties  to  be  designated  by  both  sides,  as  herein 
provided,  shall  be  named  within  five  days  from 
the  time  the  question  shall  have  come  up  to 
them,  and  on  the  failure  of  either  party  to  do  so, 
or  the  refusal  of  any  of  the  parties  herein  named 
to  serve,  then  and  in  that  event,  any  one  of  the 
United  States  district  judges,  herein  referred  to, 
and  in  the  order  hereinafter  named,  shall  appoint 
the  person  or  persons  to  represent  the  party  fail¬ 
ing  so  to  do,  those  to  represent  the  U.  M.  W.  of 
A.  from  among  the  members  of  that  organization, 
belonging  to  the  district  in  which  the  contro¬ 
versy  arises,  or  should  they  refuse  to  serve,  then 
any  other  person  or  persons  such  judge  may 
deem  best ;  those  to  represent  the  operators  of 
the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  As¬ 
sociation  from  among  the  members  of  the  South¬ 
western  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Association, 
or  should  they  refuse  to  serve,  then  any  other 
person  or  persons  such  judge  may  deem  best. 
The  parties  so  appointed  shall  be  in  all  respects 
thereupon  as  fully  qualified  to  act  as  though 
they  had  been  originally  named  in  the  manner 
first  above  provided. 

8.  It  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  that  the  referee 
hereinbefore  named  as  the  fifth  man  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  United  States  district  judge  of 
the  western  district  of  Missouri,  or  the  United 
States  district  judge  of  the  district  of  Kansas,  or 
the  United  States  district  judge  of  the  western 
district  of  Arkansas  or  the  United  States  district 
judge  of  the  eastern  district  of  Oklahoma,  in 
order  named,  upon  the  request  of  either  or  both 
parties  hereto  that  such  appointment  be  made, 
full  authority  to  make  such  appointment  being 
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hereby  conferred  on  each  of  said  district  judges. 
Said  referee  shall  be  a  man  well  qualified  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  herein  provided  for.  He  shall 
not  be  personally  interested,  either  as  a  coal  op¬ 
erator  or  employed  in  any  way  as  a  hired  agent 
of  any  coal  company  or  operator,  nor  shall  he  be 
an  employer  of  labor,  other  than  office  or  domestic 
labor,  nor  shall  he  be  a  member  of  any  labor  or¬ 
ganization  and  he  and  also  his  successor  (when¬ 
ever  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  from  any  cause), 
shall  be  appointed  as  above  provided,  to  serve 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  this  contract. 

9.  It  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  that  the  com¬ 
pensation  to  be  paid  the  referee  herein  pro¬ 
vided,  shall  be  an  annual  compensation  to  be 
paid  equally  by  the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal 
Operators’  Association  and  Districts  14,  21  and 
25  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  out  of  the  arbitration 
fund,  to  be  provided  as  hereinafter  set  forth. 
The  amount  of  said  compensation  shall  be  such 
as  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  said  referee 
and  the  parties  to  this  contract. 

10.  It  is  hereby  agreed  that  an  arbitration 
fund  of  ten  thousand  dollars  shall  be  created, 
one-half  to  be  provided  by  the  Southwestern 
Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Association,  and  one- 
half  by  Districts  14,  21  and  25  of  the  U.  M.  W. 
of  A. 

11.  It  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  that  when¬ 
ever  said  arbitration  fund  shall  have  become  re¬ 
duced  below  the  full  amount  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  ($10,000)  by  payments  made  therefrom 
under  any  provisions  of  this  contract,  the  par 
ties  to  this  agreement  (meaning  thereby  the 
Southwestern  Coal  Operators’  Association  for  the 
operators  and  Districts  14,  21  and  25  of  the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.  for  the  mine  workers)  shall 
respectively  and  forthwith  pay  into  said  fund  a 
sufficient  fund  to  replace  the  full  amount  dis¬ 
bursed  therefrom  on  account  of  said  parties  re¬ 
spectively,  to  the  end  that  the  full  amount  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  ($10,000)  shall  at  all  times 
be  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  said  arbitration 
fund. 

12.  The  arbitration  fund  shall  be  deposited 

in  the  .  and  shall  only  be 

drawn  against  and  paid  out  in  the  following 
manner,  viz :  Whenever  damages  or  costs  are 
payable  out  of  said  fund,  then  on  presentation 
of  findings  signed  by  the  parties  making  the 
same,  or  hy  the  referee,  to  the  cashier  or  the 
treasurer  of  the  depository,  he  shall  at  once 
out  of  said  fund  make  the  payments  as  shown 
by  the  findings  to  be  due,  and  the  amount 
thereof  shall  be  made  good  as  in  this  contract 
provided. 

13.  Should  either  party  to  the  finding  refuse  to 
sign  same  or  fail  to  do  so  within  ten  days  after 
the  finding  is  made,  then  in  that  event  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  the  referee  only  shall  be  required,  and 
shall  be  sufficient  and  full  authority  for  the  said 
cashier  or  treasurer  to  pay  out  the  funds. 


14.  The  compensation  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the 
referee  shall  be  paid  into  said  fund  by  the 
Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  Districts  14,  21  and  25  of  the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.  in  equal  quarterly  installments, 
and  shall  also  be  paid  quarterly  to  said  referee 
by  said  cashier  or  treasurer  out  of  said  fund. 

15.  On  the  expiration  of  this  contract,  any 
balance  on  hand  in  the  fund  shall  be  held  pend¬ 
ing  conclusion  of  any  question  then  at  issue, 
and  as  soon  as  all  such  questions  are  determined 
and  awards  paid,  then  the  balance  of  the  fund 
in  hand  shall  be  returned  to  the  Southwestern 
Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Association  and  Dis¬ 
tricts  14,  21  and  25  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  in 
the  proportion  in  which  said  balance  was  paid 
into  said  fund  by  said  parties  respectively. 


Wheel  Lubrication. 


Probably  one  of  the  most  bothersome  ques¬ 
tions  in  connection  with  any  kind  of  mechan¬ 
ism  is  that  of  lubrication.  Those  who  have 
had  much  to  do  with  wheels  for  all  kinds  of 
conveyances  make  free  to  declare  that  lubri¬ 
cation  is  by  far  more  important  than  bearings 
— this  being  true,  of  course,  where  bearings 
are  permitted.  What  obtains  in  general  types 
of  vehicles  is  also  true  as  to  lubrication  on 
mine  car  wheels.  The  subject  is  one  in  which 
so  much  interest  has  been  shown  a  number  of 
lubricating  devices  are  on  the  market. 

One  of  the  wheels  with  a  good  lubricating 


Sectional  View  No.  1. 


system  that  has  been  before  the  public  for 
some  time  is  the  mine  car  wheel  of  the 
Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Penn  Station,  Pa.  This  wheel  is 
known  as  the  Eureka  and  has  been  given  ser¬ 
vice  tests  for  ten  years,  during  which  time  it 
has  been  upon  the  market.  The  company  has 
erected  a  new  plant  for  the  manufacture  of 


this  wheel  and  has  a  daily  capacity  now  of  500 
wheels  per  day. 

The  claims  made  for  it  are  that  it  can  be 
run  in  water  or  grit  without  injury  to  the 
journal;  that  it  will  run  four  weeks  on  one 
oiling;  and  that  no  loose  parts  are  used  in 
the  construction.  Naturally  the  present  wheel 
is  the  resultant  of  numerous  experiments  and 
improvements. 

In  explanation  of  its  construction  attention 
is  called  first  to  sectional  view  No.  1,  show- 


Sectional  View  No.  2. 


ing  a  series  of  rods  “H,”  which  are  cast  in  the 
oil  chamber  and  form  a  caged  pocket  around 
two  of  the  holes  which  connect  the  oil  cham¬ 
ber  with  the  bore  of  wheel.  These  pockets  are 
packed  with  hairfelt,  “P,”  flush  with  bore, 
which  packing  is  firmly  held  in  place,  and 
immovable  by  any  motion  of  the  wheel.  All 
the  packing  is  in  direct  contact  with  the  oil, 
while  at  tbe  same  time  a  very  small  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  oil  chamber  is  occupied  with  it. 
This  packing  comes  in  contact  also  with  the 
journal.  As  long  as  there  is  any  oil  remaining 
in  the  chamber  the  wheel  will  be  well  lubri¬ 
cated.  If,  owing  to  neglect,  this  oil  becomes 
exhausted,  that  held  in  storage  by  the  packing 
will  keep  the  journal  lubricated  for  some  time. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  trap,  No.  J, 
in  the  chamber,  opposite  oil  hole',  the  object 
of  which  is  to  prevent  any  oil  from  escaping, 
should  the  wheel  stop  with  oil  hole  down. 

This  trap  is  made  of  sheet  steel,  shaped  as 
shown  in  marginal  cut.  The  edges  “A,”  “B,” 
“C,”  “D,”  “E,”  are  cast  in  the  shell  of  the  oil 
chamber,  leaving  it  open  only  on  lower  edge 
“F,”  “G” — slightly — above  the  hub,  to  admit 
the  oil  to  the  wheel.  Two  oil  holes  and  traps 
(opposite  each  other),  can  be  put  in  these 
wheels  if  necessary. 

The  device  for  closing  the  oil  hole  con¬ 
sists  of  a  malleable  iron  valve  with  a  Babbitt 
metal  seat.  This  valve  is  held  in  position  in 
a  pocket  cast  on  the  outside  of  the  shell  of  the 
oil  chamber  to  admit  valve  rod  and  spring. 
(See  sectional  view  No.  2.)  The  valve  se¬ 
curely  closes  the  hole,  keeping  out  dust  and 
dirt.  The  position  of  trap  is  also  clearly 
shown  here. 


Coal  Dealers  and  Operators  at  the  Joint  Convention  at  Knoxville,  Tenn. 


The  accompanying  illustration  shows  some  of  the  coal  dealers  and  operators  assembled  last  week  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  to  attend  the  joint  meeting  of  the  Southeastern  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  and  the  Kentucky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association.  Few  gatherings  have  been  more  productive  of  results.  The  two  organizations  believing  in  co¬ 
operation  decided  to  meet  jointly  next  year  at  the  same  place.  They  expressed  a  desire  to  co-operate  to  obtain  certain  reforms,  such  as  the  checking  of  direct  shipments  to  consumers 
and  the  delivering  of  short  weight  by  the  railroads.  The  operators  caught  the  spirit  of  the  association  and  held  a  meeting  which  will  probably  result  in  a  strong  organization.  This 
convention  was  the  largest  ever  held  south  of  the  Ohio  river  and  in  results  the  most  important.  For  this  reason  The  Black  Diamond  could  present  few  more  significant  photographs. 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


Bob  Stinson,  formerly  with  the  Diamond  Min¬ 
ing  Company,  is  now  connected  with  the  Scully- 
Kostner  Coal  Company. 

Richards,  Ambler  &  Co.  secured  judgment 
against  the  Reynolds  Coal  Company  this  week 
in  Judge  Lantry’s  court  for  $160.74. 

C.  B.  Ebbert,  formerly  vice-president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  West  Virginia  &  Western 
Coal  Company,  has  resigned.  He  has  also  sev¬ 
ered  his  connection  with  the  Jupiter  Collieries 
Company. 

Thomas  Davis,  one  of  the  pioneer  coal  jobbers 
of  Chicago,  has  been  compelled  to  retire  from 
business  owing  to  ill-health.  For  the  last  eight¬ 
een  years  he  has  been  a  well-known  figure  on 
Dearborn  street  and  his  many  friends  in  the 
trade  hope  for  a  speedy  recovery. 

One  of  the  visitors  on  Dearborn  street  this 
week  was  Edward  Smith  of  the  Smith-Lowe 
Coal  Company,  with  headquarters  in  Des  Moines, 
la.  He  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Lowe  in  the  Old 
Colony  Building,  but  aside  from  that  the  prin¬ 
cipal  attraction  in  the  city  appeared  to  be  the 
fact  that  the  Cubs  were  playing  on  the  west  side 
grounds. 

T.  F.  Farrell,  general  manager  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Coke  Company,  who  has  his  headquarters 
in  Cincinnati,  was  a  visitor  to  the  Chicago  trade 
this  week,  calling  on  Arthur  MacBride,  of  the 
MacBride  Coal  &  Coke  Company.  He  was  one 
of  the  rooters  for  the  Cincinnati  Reds  on  the 
West  Side  grounds  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day. 

Fred  A.  Hobbs,  president  of  the  Michigan  & 
Indiana  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  was 
in  Chicago  this  week  attending  a  hearing  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  Mr.  Hobbs 
says  that  arrangements  have  been  almost  com¬ 
pleted  which  will  insure  the  excursion  to  the 
anthracite  mines  following  the  Detroit  conven¬ 
tion,  which  will  be  held  June  2.  3  and  4. 

Colonel  S.  M.  Dalzell,  of  the  Spring  Valley 
Coal  Company,  is  able  to  be  at  his  office  again 
after  having  been  laid  up  at  his  house  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks.  Colonel  Dalzell  sprained  a  ligament 
in  his  leg  by  slipping  on  the  stairway  at  his  home 
on  the  south  side  and  was  confined  to  the  house 
with  a  very  painful  injury  for  a  good  while. 

He  is  now  able  to  be  about  his  work  again,  al¬ 
though  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  use  crutches. 

L.  E.  Gilbert,  who  is  connected  with  the  Zeig- 
ler  Coal  Company  of  Minneapolis,  was  one  of 
the  visitors  in  the  Chicago  trade  this  week.  He 
says  the  prospects  in  that  territory  are  not  ex¬ 
ceptionally  good,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
screenings,  which  are  hard  to  obtain  and  are 
commanding  a  very  satisfactory  price.  Mr.  Gil¬ 
bert  and  E.  C.  Pratt  are  now  engaging  in  a 

small  jobbing  business  of  their  own,  handling 
such  grades  of  coal  as  do  not  conflict  with  the 
product  of  the  Zeigler  mines. 

Sydney  P.  'Hostler  has  just  received  from 

Washington  the  information  that  the  Culbert- 
son-Smith  bill,  which  provides  for  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage  after  a  fashion,  and  also  that  the  rail¬ 
roads  shall  not  advance  rates  without  first  giving 
the  shippers  a  chance  to  object,  has  been  held 
in  the  committee  until  the  next  session  of  con¬ 
gress,  which  will  convene  in  November.  Mr. 

Hostler  says  that  the  cause  of  reciprocal  demur¬ 
rage  is  more  hopeful  now  than  ever,  because 
definite  promises  have  been  made  that  there  will 
be  some  enactment  before  the  present  congress 
gives  way  to  a  new  congress. 

For  the  last  two  weeks  the  center  of  Chicago’s 
coal  trade  activity  has  been  shifting  a  good  deal. 
Under  normal  conditions  the  heart  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  is  Dearborn  street.  Last  week,  after  about 
2  o’clock,  it  shifted  to  the  South  Side  baseball 
park,  and  for  this  week  it  has  been  located  at 
the  West  Side  ball  grounds.  The  salesmen  de¬ 
clare  that  with  the  mild  weather  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  mines  and  the  well  stocked  condition  of 
the  most  consuming  companies  there  is  really  no 
business  to  keep  the  coal  man  tied  down  to  his 


office  when  the  crack  of  the  bat  has  such  an 
attraction. 

The  Chicago  coal  men  have  been  very  much 
interested  this  week  in  the  report  of  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Tom  L.  Lewis  with  regard  to  the  shot 
firers’  contention  in  Illinois.  Mr.  Lewis  is  not 
taking  the  opposite  side  from  the  coal  miners 
of  this  state,  but  he  does  say  that  personally  he 
believes  the  shot  firers  law  is  a  silly  measure. 
He  declares  very  positively  that  if  he  were  still 
engaged  in  mining  coal  he  would  not  permit  any 
one  to  fire  his  shots.  This,  of  course,  does  not 
settle  the  contention  between  the  mine  workers 
and  operators  of  Illinois,  but  it  is  illuminating, 
as  far  as  his  personal  attitude  is  concerned. 

Glenn  W.  Traer,  receiver  of  the  Illinois  Col¬ 
lieries  Company  and  president  of  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association,  has  been  spending  his 
time  this  week  and  last  between  Springfield  and 
Chicago.  He  had  some  urgent  personal  matters 
which  demanded  his  presence  in  Chicago  most 
of  the  time  while  the  discussion  over  the  shot 
firers’  clause  in  the  wage  agreement  has  de¬ 
manded  that  he  spend  a  good  deal  of  his  time  at 
Springfield.  The  latter  position  has  been  rather 
exacting,  because  Mr.  Traer  lias  been  the  center 
of  the  opposition  to  the  wish  of  the  coal  miners, 
the  president  of  the  assciation  taking  this  stand 
not  on  personal  grounds,  but  because  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  mine  operators  should  be  bur¬ 
dened  with  an  expense  which  was  created  by  the 
expressed  wish  of  the  mine  workers. 

Two  big  coal  carrying  railroads  have  an¬ 
nounced  within  the  week  that  they  have  negoti¬ 
ated  sales  of  big  blocks  of  bonds  in  the  foreign 
market.  One  of  these  is  the  Illinois  Central 
and  the  other  is  the  Pennsylvania  railroad. 
Western  coal  men  are  interested  in  the  sale  of 
Illinois 'Central  bonds  abroad  because  this  may 
possibly  eive  the  Illinois  Central  enough  money 
to  enable  it  to  purchase  the  equipment  with 
which  to  move  the  coal  produced  by  Illinois 
mines  when  there  is  a  tendency  toward  a  car 
shortage  the  country  over.  The  coal  men  of  the 
east  are  interested  in  the  sale  of  Pennsylvania 
bonds  for  almost  identically  the  same  reason. 
The  difference  is  that  the  Pennsylvania  service 
has  been  reasonably  efficient,  while  that  of  the 
Illinois  Central  has  badly  needed  improvement 
for  the  last  few  years. 

Colonel  William  Campbell,  who  resigned  a 
short  time  ago  from  the  Dering  Coal  Company, 
has  been  devoting  the  last  two  weeks  to  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  some  silver  mines  which  he  owns 
just  north  of  Cobalt.  In  that  territory  he  has 
164  acres  which  has  been  very  thoroughly  pros¬ 
pected,  developing  some  200  seams  of  silver.  In 
two  places  shafts  have  been  sunk  to  a  depth  of 
35  feet,  and  while  the  assays  have  not  been  made 
of  the  ore  coming  from  the  shafts  at  that  depth 
some  recent  assays  developed  a  little  over  $11.00 
in  silver  per  ton  of  ore,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
lead  and  other  metals  contained  in  the  ore. 
Colonel  Campbell  expects  to  complete  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  development  of  this  property  be¬ 
fore  he  makes  any  definite  connection  with  the 
coal  trade,  although  he  has  three  coal  proposi¬ 
tions  now  under  consideration,  and  will  likely 
decide  as  to  one  of  them  in  a  very  short  time. 
One  plan  in  connection  with  his  silver  properties 
is  to  sell  a  half  interest  and  lease  the  other  half 
on  a  royalty  basis.  This  will  probably  be  done  as 
soon  as  Colonel  Campbell  is  able  to  ascertain 
the  exact  value  of  his  silver  properties.  This  is 
considered  unusually  valuable,  because  the  ore 
mines  just  north  of  Cobalt  are  considered  equal, 
if  not  greater  in  value,  than  the  mines  in  the 
Cobalt  field  itself. 

Carl  Scholz,  of  the  Rock  Island  Coal  Company, 
has  taken  an  interesting  stand,  as  far  as  the  rela¬ 
tion  between  the  mine  workers  and  operators 
are  concerned,  in  that  he  has  come  out  strongly 
and  decisively  in  favor  of  a  higher  court  for  the 
settlement  of  labor  disputes  that  exist  today. 
Mr.  Scholz  says  that  up  to  this  time  whenever 
the  operators  and  miners  have  had  a  disagree¬ 


ment  it  has  amounted  to  a  fight  to  see  which  one 
is  the  stronger  in  the  settlement  of  differences. 
Inasmuch  as  the  parties  in  interest  are  actuated 
by  selfish  motives  and  governed  by  diametrically 
opposite  points  of  view,  it  is  hard  for  either  to 
appreciate  the  claims  made  by  the.  other.  He 
believes  that  before  mine  properties  should  be 
closed  and  before  the  production  of  coal  should 
be  stopped,  that  the  differences  of  opinion  of 
this  kind  ought  to  be  harmonized  through  the 
appointment  of  an  arbitrator,  who  would  deter¬ 
mine  between  the  contesting  factions.  Mr. 
Scholz  was  instrumental  in  getting  a  clause  to 
that  effect  put  into  the  southwestern  wage  scale, 
and  while  it  has  not  been  adopted  as  yet  by  the 
miners,  the  prospects  are  that  it  will  be  in  a 
comparatively  short  time.  This  is  about  the 
only  question  dividing  the  miners  and  operators 
in  that  territory,  and  an  agreement  as  to  this 
point  will  probably  be  reached  in  a  short  time. 

Beginning  May  1,  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  will  open  new  offices  at  room  1107 
Fisher  Building,  Chicago.  The  association  now 
has  102  members  and  in  the  last  few  months 
has  been  branching  out  so  much  that  special 
quarters  are  required.  Heretofore  it  has  had 
office  room  in  connection  with  a  law  firm,  but 
the  business  it  is  trying  to  do  has  grown  so  rap¬ 
idly  that  these  quarters  are  not  at  all  adequate. 
The  association  has  within  the  last  four  or  five 
months  employed  a  firm  of  attorneys  to  take  up 
important  legal  questions  confronting  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  association,  and  within  the  last  six 
weeks  has  undertaken  to  collect  some  of  the  bad 
accounts  for  the  members  of  the  organization. 
It  is  still  carrying  on  the  old  work  of  prevent¬ 
ing  short  weight  deliveries  to  consumers  or  the 
substitution  of  a  lower  grade  coal  for  the  higher 
grade  of  fuel.  It  has  also  taken  an  active  part 
these  days  in  the  enactment  of  legislation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  coal  trade,  and  all  of  these  things 
have  made  it  imperative  that  Commissioner 
George  W.  Hallock  should  not  only  have  more 
room  but  a  better  office  equipment  and  more 
help.  All  of  these  things  the  association  has 
supplied  and  the  new  headquarters  will  be  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  eleventh  floor  of  the  Fisher  Build¬ 
ing  as  above  outlined.  The  telephone  number  is 
Harrison  7459. 

Some  of  the  big  coal  producers  and  jobbers 
around  Chicago  have  been  somewhat  amused 
within  the  week  at  the  attitude  of  the  railroad 
companies  toward  the  question  of  coal  purchases. 
All  of  the  railroads  have  declared  positively 
that  they  had  no  need  for  coal  and  would  not 
buy  it  excent  at  sacrifice  prices.  Some  of  them, 
in  supporting  claims,  have  gone  so  far  as  to  de¬ 
clare  that  rather  than  being  in  the  market  to 
buy  coal  they  had  some  for  sale,  since  this  would 
not  be  needed,  now  that  the  mines  are  likely  to 
open  about  the  first  of  May.  It  happened  that 
two  or  three  of  the  bigger  companies  in  the  loop 
district  had  unfilled  orders  for  mine  run  and 
screenings  and  would  have  been  very  glad  to 
have  taken  a  block  of  coal  off  the  hands  of  the 
railroad  companies.  They  expressed  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  do  this,  offering  to  dispose  of  as  much 
as  500  cars  of  good  run  of  mine  and  screen¬ 
ings  coming  from  central  Illinois.  The  railroad 
companies  in  question  immediately  declared  that 
they  would  take  the  matter  under  advisement, 
and  after  consultation  with  the  operating  offi¬ 
cials  would  make  the  decision  known  within  a 
day.  The  outcome  of  the  so-called  investigation 
was,  of  course,  as  expected,  and  the  railroad  de¬ 
clared  that  it  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  dispose 
of  any  of  its  coal  until  the  mines  were  actually 
running,  taking  refuge  behind  the  old  saying  that 
there  is  many  a  slip  twixt  the  cup  and  the  lip, 
and  until  mine  resumption  was  a  fact  they  would 
not  care  to  dispose  of  arty  of  their  enormous  sur¬ 
plus.  The  real  truth  of  the  matter  seems  to  be 
that  the  railroad  companies  have  no  more  coal 
than  is  absolutely  required  to  keep  their  trains 
running  until  they  can  get  a  fresh  supply,  and 
are  likely  to  be  in  need  of  a  good  deal  of  coal 
about  the  first  of  May. 
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Because  labor  agreements  are  signed  and  the  mines 
Resumption  of  can  resume  operations  at  liberty  it  is  not  advisable 

Mine  Activity  *or  a  coal  °Perators'  to  §et  the  noti°n  tllat  the  market 
will  spread  out,  expand  and  absorb  all  that  he  can 

produce  in  a  given  length  of  time.  It  will  be  well  to  look  present  and  pos¬ 

sible  future  market  conditions  squarely  in  the  face. 

The  business  world  is  confronted  with  some  rather  ugly  facts,  but  they 
are  facts  notwithstanding.  The  railroads  are  cutting  down  operating  ex¬ 
penses  and  advancing  rates  to  make  a  respectable  showing  of  net  earnings. 
The  mills  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation  are  running  only  to  forty- 
seven  per  cent  of  their  normal  capacity.  Blast  furnaces  and  foundries  are 
closed  down  in  corresponding  degree.  The  cotton  mills  of  the  east  and  south 
are  beginning  to  close,  and  mill  workers  are  returning  to  their  homes  abroad. 
The  last  report  of  the  American  Railway  Association  shows  that  300,000 
cars  are  idle.  These  indications  of  trade  are  strikingly  supported  by  the 
coal  market,  which  shows  that  an  output,  twenty-five  per  cent  of  normal, 

will  meet  all  of  the  requirements.  These  things  give  an  exact  picture  of 

conditions.  Moreover,  the  people  have  become  so  accustomed  to  bad 
news  they  disregard  it.  The  American  business  pulse  is  not  at  all  sensi¬ 
tive  to  damaging  possibilities.  We  have  talk  of  money  legislation,  of  tariff 
revision,  of  further  onslaughts  upon  the  trust,  without  causing  a  quiver. 
The  political  campaign  is  immediately  ahead,  but  this  has  no  terrors  for  the 
business  man.  These  things  ordinarily  would  show  storm  signs  on  the 
business  barometer.  But  it  is  now  impossible  to  get  a  rise  out  of  any  one 
because  business  has  flattened  out. 

In  1903  we  had  a  business  reaction,  and  it  required  eighteen  months 
to  recover  from  it.  The  business  reaction  of  last  year  was  much  more  im¬ 
portant,  and  the  coal  operator  must  solve  this  question :  “Is  the  rebound 
going  to  be  instantaneous  because  we  dropped  too  far  below  normal?” 
Meanwhile  it  is  good  policy  not  to  produce  any  more  coal  than  has  been 
sold  prior  to  production. 


Carl  Scholz,  of  Chicago,  president  of  the  Rock  Island 
Mine  Foreman’s  Coal  Company,  has  given  to  e(tch  mine  foreman  in 
Little  Hammer.  ^'s  employ  a  small  hammer,  which  becomes  at 
once  a  badge  of  office  and  a  means  of  telling  when 
the  roof,  in  working  places,  is  loose.  It  is  true  that  this  idea  is  an  impor¬ 
tation  from  Germany,  but  while  we  are  not  sycophants  favoring  everything 
of  foreign  origin  this  very  small  importation  is  something  decidedly  worth 
while. 

Coal  mines  of  the  United  States  are  killing  approximately  3.5  men 
per  year  per  thousand  employed.  The  concrete  figures  show  that  forty- 
seven  per  cent  of  those  die  as  the  result  of  falling  roof  or  slate  or  rock. 
Comparatively  few  die  from  inhaling  noxious  gases  or  from  the  explo¬ 
sion  of  the  combination  of  coal  dust  and  gas.  It  is  true  that  the  latter 
causes  of  loss  of  life  are  more  spectacular — the  forty-seven  per  cent  tell 
the  deadly  effect  of  loose  roofs.  The  attention  of  those,  who  are  trying  to 
stop  disasters  in  mines,  should  be  called  first  to  the  one  cause  which  ag¬ 
gregates  the  largest  number  of  victims.  Regardless  of  the  fact  that  only 
from  five  to  seven  per  cent  are  killed  by  the  explosion  of  gas  or  gas  and 


coal  dust,  the  Government  is  seeking  first  a  remedy  for  these  causes.  Com¬ 
paratively  nothing  has  been  done  to  check  the  loss  of  life  from  the  falling 
of  the  roof. 

Mr.  Scholz’s  idea  is  very  simple  and  the  means  used  is  so  small  as 
to  be  almost  insignificant,  but  he  figures  carefully  and  well  when  he  says 
that  by  the  use  of  a  small  hammer  a  mine  foreman  can  detect  the  presence 
of  a  faulty  roof,  and,  by  application  of  the  proper  means,  prevent  the  im¬ 
minent  fatality.  The  little  remedy  strikes  at  the  cause  of  the  greatest 
number  of  disasters  in  the  mines.  For  that  reason  his  suggestions  should 
be  given  careful  attention  by  every  coal  operator  in  the  country. 


One  coal  salesman,  new  to  the  western  territory, 
Selling  Tactics  wanted  to  make  a  record  for  himself,  and  decided  that, 
in  the  Field.  by  fair  means  or  foul,  his  coal  must  be  considered  as 
the  only  one  worth  having.  Instead  of  advancing  his 
own  coal,  by  showing  its  peculiar  merits,  he  laid  the  groundwork  for  the 
praise  of  his  own  fuel  by  extreme  condemnation  of  other  coals,  going  even 
to  the  point  of  falsehood  in  pointing  out  supposed  defects  in  his  competi¬ 
tor  s  product.  This  method  showed  an  absolute  lack  of  diplomacy  and 

foresight. 

There  is,  however,  a  bigger  point.  The  salesman  represented  a  high- 
grade  concern.  His  company  is  at  once  a  producer  and  a  jobber.  For  the 

company  it  was  bad  policy  on  its  part  to  permit  a  representative  to  adopt 

such  a  course.  In  no  place  is  the  old  adage,  that  no  relations  are  eternal, 
more  fitly  represented  than  in  the  coal  trade.  The  product,  condemned  by 
a  salesman  today,  may  possibly  be  the  company’s  leader  tomorrow.  The 
company  might  sever  its  trade  relations  with  one  producer  and  take  up  with 
another.  The  operating  company,  represented  by  this  jobber,  might  decide 
to  consolidate  with  the  company  producing  the  condemned  coal.  No  sales¬ 
man,  having  condemned  a  coal,  could  go  back  to  the  same  trade  and  praise 
it  tomorrow  and  be  justified.  Moreover,  a  salesman  is  not  a  fixture  with  any 
company  which  he  represents.  His  position  is  not  perpetual  and  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  coal  trade  may  put  him  in  the  market  tomorrow  selling  the  coal 
which  he  condemns  today. 

This  one  incident  illustrates  two  things  in  the  sale  of  coal.  The  sales 
agent  should  always  conduct  himself  with  honesty  and  consideration  toward 
his  competitors  on  purely  selfish  motives,  not  knowing  what  tomorrow  will 
bring  to  him.  In  addition,  no  general  sales  agent  should  be  willing  to  give 
any  salesman  a  free  rein  to  make  any  representations  in  the  field  which  he 
chooses.  The  manager  of  sales  should,  by  personal  visit  or  otherwise, 
keep  in  close  touch  with  methods  of  those  working  under  him. 


Labor  disputes  in  all  of  the  principal  fields  are  about 
Results  of  the  settled.  It  is  unusual  to  find  so  many  labor  discus- 
Conferences.  s>ons  m  coal  fields  under  way  simultaneously  and  so 
many  reaching  an  acute  stage  as  has  been  the  case  this 
year.  The  central  competitive  and  the  southwestern  fields  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  centers  of  disturbance,  but  Colorado,  Iowa  and  Kentucky  were  con¬ 
spicuous.  Had  the  market  not  been  dull  it  would  have  been  possible  for 
miners  to  cause  trouble. 

Out  of  the  discussions  came  some  definite  lessons.  The  southwest  has 
demanded  a  higher  court  for  the  trial  of  all  disputed  labor  matters  without 
resort  to  a  show  of  force.  In  all  relations  between  business  men  there  is 
first  a  conference  and  then  an  appeal  to  the  state  and  federal  courts.  Even 
between  nations  today  there  is  coming  to  be  first  a  trial  of  diplomacy  and 
then  an  appeal  to  a  central  arbitrator.  The  coal  trade  is  going  to  be  back¬ 
ward  so  long  as  it  does  not  adopt  this  modern  method.  The  Illinois  oper¬ 
ators  in  the  Springfield  conference  objected  to  assuming  the  expense  of  the 
shot  firers.  The  law,  requiring  these  functionaries,  was  passed  at  the  so¬ 
licitation  of  the  mine  workers.  It  requires  that  mine  operators  shall  bear 
the  expense.  The  solution  will  prove  again  that  no  longer  does  might 
constitute  right,  no  matter  whether  this  right  be  political  or  financial. 
The  tendency  to  look  to  legislators  for  relief  for  everything  has  almost 
run  rampant.  It  is  now  clearly  demonstrated  that  an  appeal  to  legisla¬ 
tion  will  never  give  permanent  relief  in  matters  needing  application  of  the 
underlying  principles  of  human  nature. 

The  central  eastern  coal  fields  wanted  to  make  a  collective  bargain. 
The  miners  could  not  urge  unreasonable  demands  because  the  operators 
had  no  market.  There  was  hence  no  inducement  for  operators  to  resume 
work.  It  was  agreed,  however,  that  collective  bargaining  was  good,  and  so 
both  sides  gave  way  a  little. 

And  so  we  discover  that  labor  negotiations  are  most  satisfactory  when 
we  consider  the  underlying  principles  of  human  nature.  It  is  useless  today 
to  assume  that  any  one  has  a  divine  right  to  govern  and  the  others  must 
truckle.  Consideration  for  each  other  is  a  much  better  way  of  going  at 
a  thing  than  is  arbitrary  action. 
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Navigation  Opens. 

Boats  Might  Run  But  Will  Not  Until 
Business  Prospects  Are 
Brighter. 

On  Tuesday  the  first  lake  steamer  passed  from 
Lake  Michigan  through  the  straits  of  Mackinac 
to  Lake  Huron.  This  opened  the  season  of  navi¬ 
gation  between  the  lower  lakes  and  ports  on  Lake 
Michigan. 

Customarily  the  opening  of  the  straits  precedes 
the  opening  of  the  channel  at  the  Soo  only  about 
three  or  four  days  or  a  week  at  the  outside. 
There  are  no  extraordinary  conditions  this  year 
and  in  all  probability  the  boats  will  be  able  by 
Monday  to  pass  freely  from  any  point  on  the 
lakes  to  any  other  point  without  any  danger  of 
interruption  by  ice  floes.  Although  this  opens 
the  season  of  navigation  technically,  it  is  hardly 
probable  that  the  vessel  owners  will  get  started 
for  another  two  months  at  least  in  such  a  way 
as  would  really  mean  that  navigation  was  in  full 
swing.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  coal  trade 
may  possibly  not  be  able  to  understand  this  de¬ 
cision  to  delay  the  opening  of  navigation,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  not  conversant  with  conditions  on 
the  lakes.  In  the  first  place  there  are  some  three 
thousand  boats,  big  and  little,  carrying  lake 
commerce. 

In  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  the  character 
of  lake  business  has  been  revolutionized  by  the 
introduction  of  fast  loading  and  unloading  plants 
at  the  lake  ports  and  by  the  gradual  growth  of 
the  boats  from  a  maximum  carrying  capacity  of 
four  thousand  tons  to  a  maximum  carrying  ca¬ 
pacity  of  twelve  to  thirteen  thousand  tons.  At 
the  same  time  the  cost  of  lake  ships  has  grown 
from  a  matter  of  $125,000  to  a  cost  of  upwards 
of  $450,000,  some  freighters  costing  more  than 
half  a  million  dollars.  The  larger  the  boat,  nat¬ 
urally,  the  larger  the  crew  that  is  required,  the 
more  expensive  the  machinery,  the  heavier  the 
cost  of  insurance  and,  consequently,  the  heavier 
the  operating  expense,  while  the  boat  is  in  com¬ 
mission.  These  boats  can  make  between  twenty 
and  twenty-six  round  trips  in  a  given  season,  the 
number  depending  upon  the  dispatch.  The  aver¬ 
age  is  probably  about  twenty-two  round  trips  in 
a  season. 

It  begins  to  look  this  year  as  if  the  lake  vessels 
would  not  make  much  more  than  sixteen  or 
seventeen  round  trips.  At  least  there  will  not  be 
business  enough  to  do  to  warrant  more  than  that 
number  of  round  trips.  Lake  labor  is  employed 
by  the  month  and  is  only  paid  when  on  ship¬ 
board.  Lake  insurance  is  paid  by  the  trip.  The 
only  fixed  charge  is  the  annual  interest  on  the 
money  invested,  principally  represented  by  bonds 
and  the  annual  salary  of  the  captain  and  engi¬ 
neer.  By  keeping  the  boats  in  dock  the  insurance, 
fuel  bill  and  the  wages  of  unskilled  labor  can  be 
saved.  If  there  is  only  going  to  be  business 
enough  for  sixteen  trips  the  vessel  owners  nat¬ 
urally  want  to  keep  the  boats  tied  to  the  docks 
until  just  about  the  time  to  make  the  required 
number  of  trips  and  thus  the  operating  expense 
can  be  reduced  to  the  minimum. 

Moreover,  the  dock  machinery  is  operated  at 
a  very  heavy  expense  when  it  is  once  opened  for 
business  for  the  season.  The  interest  on  the 
money  invested  in  the  plant  is,  of  course,  an  an¬ 
nual  interest,  but  otherwise  the  charges  are  as¬ 
sessed  at  so  much  per  month.  If  these  docks 
are  kept  running  only  part  of  the  time  over  a 
period  of  eight  and  a  half  to  nine  months  the  ex¬ 
penses  increase,  while  the  amount  of  business 
done  would  only  be  such  as  would  require  six 
and  a  half  to  seven  months  to  do.  Under  the 
circumstances  to  run  these  docks  for  the  full 
season  would  be  to  increase  the  cost  of  handling 
the  commodity  per  ton  and,  consequently,  increase 
the  operating  expense  without  a  corresponding  in¬ 
crease  of  gross  receipts.  Naturally  the  dock 
companies  do  not  want  to  start  their  plants  until 
there  will  be  business  enough  to  keep  them  busy 
for  the  entire  season. 

These  dock  companies  are  owned  in  a  large 
measure  by  the  ore  shipping  companies,  which 
also  own  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  lake 
fleet  and  which  own  practically  all  of  the  ore 
shipped  down  the  lakes.  They  are  in  a  position, 
consequently,  to  not  only  supply  the  ore  to  the 


independent  vessels,  but  actually  in  a  position  to 
dictate  the  rates  to  be  paid  for  transportation  of 
their  own  commodity.  These  ore  companies 
want  to  keep  down  the  operating  expenses  as  far 
as  possible  on  their  own  ships  and  docks  and, 
consequently,  do  not  care  to  have  the  season  of 
navigation  open  as  soon  as  the  ice  is  out  of  the 
channels  this  year,  knowing  that  the  lake  business 
will  be  light.  There  is  a  technical  reason  for  the 
suspension  of  lake  activities  in  the  present  con¬ 
test  between  the  lake  vessel  owners  and  the  men 
on  shipboard  on  the  question  of  the  open  shop, 
but  this  is  merely  a  side  issue,  being  as  outlined 
above  the  necessity  to  keep  down  the  operating 
expense  when  business  for  the  season  is  going 
to  be  extraordinarily  light.  The  foregoing  gives 
point  to  the  fact  that  the  boats  will  not  be  run¬ 
ning  in  sufficient  numbers  to  carry  any  consid¬ 
erable  quantity  of  coal  before  the  15th  of  June 
or  the  1st  of  July.  If  the  openine  of  navigation 
can  decently  be  delayed  even  a  little  longer  than 
that,  there  will  be  no  serious  objection  from  the 
ore  companies  or  the  owners  of  the  lake  boats? 


Reciprocal  Demurrage. 


Definite  Legislation  by  Congress  Is  Held 
Over  Until  the  November 
Session. 


Those  who  have  been  fighting  for  some  enact¬ 
ment  at  the  hands  of  the  present  congress  to  es¬ 
tablish  the  principle  of  reciprocal  demurrage  have 
received  advices  from  Washington  that  the  Cul- 
bertson-Smith  bill  has  been  killed  for  this  ses¬ 
sion,  although  it  is  held  in  the  committee  and  will 
probably  be  reported  at  the  meeting  of  congress 
which  opens  in  November. 

This  action  becomes  usually  important  just 
now  because  the  railroads  have  been  figuring  on 
economy  and  have  decided  it  is  necessary  for 
them  to  either  advance  carrying  charges  or  re¬ 
duced  operating  expenses  by  cuts  in  wages  in 
salaries.  Fearing  labor  troubles  they  do  not  care 
to  resort  to  the  latter  means  and,  consequently, 
have  virtually  decided  upon  an  increase  in  freight 
rates  for  all  classes  of  commodities.  This  in¬ 
crease  is  likely  to  go  into  effect  about  the  1st  of 
July  unless  a  violent  protest  is  made  by  the  ship¬ 
ping  interests.  The  Culbertson-Smith  bill,  which 
has  been  held  up  in  the  committee,  aims  at  just 
such  advances  as  these.  The  purpose  of  it  is  to 
prevent  the  transportation  companies  from  in¬ 
creasing  rates  without  first  having  given  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  the  shippers  of  the  country  to  object. 
If  their  objection  is  sustained  by  any  tribunal, 
principally  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
the  proposed  rate  is  declared  unreasonable  and  is 
not  permitted.  The  shippers  act  upon  the  theory 
that  the  present  rates  are  reasonable,  since  they 
are  the  rates  established  by  the  transportation 
companies  and  that  no  unreasonable  rate  should 
be  forced  upon  the  public.  This  is  one  purpose 
of  the  Culbertson-Smith  bill. 

The  other  is  to  assure  tha,t  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  shall  move  a  commodity  a  given  distance 
in  a  given  length  of  time,  for  instance,  about  100 
miles  in  twenty-four  hours.  If  the  railroads  fail 
the  law  would  establish  a  claim  in  favor  of  the 
consignee,  and  this  in  its  essence  is  a  reciprocal 
demurrage  principle,  for  which  the  coal  men  have 
been  contending.  The  failure  of  the  Culbertson- 
Smith  bill  to  be  reported  at  this  session,  while 
annoying  to  the  members  of  the  trade,  is  not  par¬ 
ticularly  significant  of  any  antagonism  on  the 
part  of  congress.  It  means  merely  that  the  cur¬ 
rency  reform,  tariff  revision,  employers’  liability 
act  and  several  other  major  questions  have  taken 
precedence  and  that  the  committee  on  commerce 
and  transportation  has  not  got  around  to  the 
point  of  reporting  this  one  question  out.  The 
big  obstacle  in  the  fall  is  going  to  be  to  over¬ 
come  this  antipathy  on  the  part  of  this  congres¬ 
sional  committee  and  get  the  measure  before  the 
house. 

The  members  of  the  present  congress  have  been 
educated  up  to  the  point  where  they  feared  the 
reciprocal  demurrage  principle  as  a  whole  and 
the  Culbertson-Smith  bill  in  particular.  If  this 
bill  can  be  taken  out  of  the  committee  before  the 
4th  of  March  next,  it  has  a  reasonable  chance 
of  being  passed.  If  not,  it  will  have  to  encounter 


whatever  changes  are  made  in  the  personnel  of 
the  congress  and,  consequently,  will  have  td  pass 
through  rather  a  tedious  period  of  secondary  pro¬ 
bation.  Coal  men  are  very  much  in  the  hopes 
of  being  able  to  get  this  bill  enacted  into  a  law 
before  the  personnel  of  the  present  congress 
changes.  In  this  they  are  supported  by  such 
shipping  organizations  as  the  Cattle  Growers  and 
Shippers,  and  a  number  of  important  organiza¬ 
tions  of  grain  men  and  lumbermen. 


More  Yards  Added. 


On  May  1  the  City  Fuel  Company  will  take 
over  the  retail  yards  and  business  of  the  Cres 
cent  Coal  &  Mining  Company.  This  deal  in¬ 
cludes  the  transfer  of  the  Crescent  yards  at 
Fiftieth  street  and  Wentworth  avenue,  on  the 
Chicago  Junction  Railway;  the  Leavitt  street 
and  Milwaukee  avenue,  on  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway;  the  North  Branch 
yard  at  North  Halsted  street  and  the  Chicago 
river;  and  the  yard  at  Rockwell  street  and  Irving 
Park  boulevard.  The  yards  and  business  were 
purchased  outright  and,  with  the  exception  of 
A.  B.  Phillips,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  retail 
yards  of  the  Crescent  company  for  many  years, 
none  of  the  officers  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Company  will  be  identified  with  the  City  Fuel 
Company.  A  new  yard  with  75,000  square  feet 
of  yard  space  is  under  construction  for  the  City 
Fuel  Company  at  Nineteenth  street  and  Western 
avenue,  on  the  C.,  B.  &  Q.  railway,  which  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  about  May  15. 

The  absorption  of  these  four  yards  and  the 
construction  of  the  fifth  does  not  mean  any 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  company.  A  con¬ 
spicuous  feature  of  the  combination  so  far  has 
been  that  it  has  absorbed  the  yards  owned  by 
producing  companies.  The  original  movement 
simply  took  over  the  retail  department  of  four 
producing  and  jobbing  companies  and  now  the 
next  addition  to  the  list  comes  from  a  com¬ 
pany  conspicuous  for  its  producing  business. 

W.  S.  Bogle,  the  head  of  the  Crescent  Coal  & 
Mining  Company,  is  known  all  through  the  west 
as  an  operator,  but  very  little  known  in  Chicago 
even  as  a  retailer.  Taking  away  his  four  yards 
makes  no  violent  change  in  his  business,  while 
it  means  a  good  deal  to  the  City  Fuel  Company. 
The  policy  of  the  latter  is  to  have  yards  located 
at  convenient  points  throughout  the  entire  city. 
It  wants  to  shorten  the  haul  of  coal  and  thus 
save  money  on  operating  expenses.  The  Bogle 
yards  fit  nicely  into  this  plan  and  hence  were 
the  first  selected  to  join  the  new  organization. 
They  aid  in  rounding  out  the  equipment  of  the 
City  Fuel  Company,  which  hopes  to  cover,  ulti¬ 
mately,  the  entire  city  of  Chicago.  While  they 
fill  out,  partly,  the  economy  plans  of  the  new  con¬ 
cern,  they  also,  by  the  same  token,  add  to  the  abil¬ 
ity  of  the  company  to  fill  another  ambition.  It 
was  designed  from  the  start  that  the  City  Fuel 
Company  should  make  deliveries  for  other  com¬ 
panies  when  its  hauls  were  shorter  than  theirs 
and  when  money  could  be  saved  for  both  in¬ 
stitutions.  The  purchase  of  the  new  yards  will 
tend  therefore  to  aid  the  managers  of  the  com¬ 
bination  to  carry  out  more  satisfactorily  the 
program  conceived  at  the  beginning. 


The  Litchfield  Foundry  &  Machine  Company, 
of  Litchfield,  111.,  has  announced  that  on  April 
2  it  purchased  and  took  possession  of  the  entire 
equipment  of  the  Aetna  Foundry  &  Machine  Com¬ 
pany  of  Springfield,  Ill.  The  property  purchased 
consists  of  all  drawings,  patterns,  tamplates,  etc., 
as  well  as  the  complete  line  of  engines,  box  car 
loaders,  cages,  fans,  etc.  This  concern  has  also 
taken  over  all  records  and  specifications  for  all 
engines  furnished  by  the  Aetna  company,  and, 
of  course,  is  in  a  position  to  duplicate  orders  or 
furnish  repairs. 


Workmen  at  work  in  the  Darr  mine  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  recovered  another 
body  of  a  victim  of  the  terrible  explosion  several 
months  ago.  This  recovery  makes  a  total  of  288 
bodies  that  have  been  taken  from  the  mine,  and 
there  still  remain  two  bodies  in  the  mine. 
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General  Review. 


Labor  Disputes  Are  Clearing  But  the  Slow 
Demand  for  Coal  Keeps  Mines 
Closed. 


The  lack  of  orders  both  for  spot  shipment  and 
on  contract  is  the  one  thing  bothering  the  gen¬ 
eral  coal  trade  today.  Labor  disputes  have 
either  been  settled  or  are  in  a  fair  way  to  be 
•  settled  and  there  is  no  likelihood  than  any  mine 
suspension  of  consequence  will  be  seen  after  the 
first  of  May.  Business,  however,  is  so  dull  that 
the  mine  operations  are  hardly  on  a  much  larger 
scale  than  would  have  been  the  case  if  several 
of  the  labor  conferences  had  failed  of  a  definite 
issue,  and  if  the  mines  had  been  closed  for  an¬ 
other  thirty  days. 

As  might  naturally  be  supposed,  following  a 
suspension  of  three  weeks  in  at  least  ten  differ¬ 
ent  states,  the  demand  for  coal  has  shown  some 
improvement.  If  this  had  not  been  the  case  the 
phenomenon  would  have  been  without  precedent. 
Manufacturing  concerns  which  are  still  running 
on  part  time  and  railroads  which  continue  to  do 
a  considerable  volume  of  business  have  been 
■finding  themselves  running  short  of  coal  since 
the  storage  piles  have  been  used  up.  There 
is  some  accumulation  on  the  part  of  dealers  to 
take  care  of  summer  stocks  provided  against 
harvest  time.  This  is  natural,  in  view  of 
prices  prevailing  immediately  after  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  coal  year.  Nevertheless  the  de¬ 
mand  has  not  been  of  a  nature  to  indicate  start¬ 
ling  improvements  in  conditions  and  the  trade  is 
very  far  from  normal.  This  one  general  state¬ 
ment  covers  practically  the  entire  trade  from  coast 
to  coast,  because  the  coal  business  is  so  directly 
dependent  upon  general  industrial  conditions,  and 
because  especially  east  of  the  Mississippi  river 
industrial  activity  is  very  far  from  satisfactory. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  the  mine  operators 
and  miners  of  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania 
agreed  to  resume  operations  on  Monday,  because 
the  matters  at  issue  in  the  labor  conferences  were 
of  such  minor  importance  that  an  agreement  was 
assured  by  the  first  of  May.  Although  the  mines 
were  technically  in  a  position  to  run,  they  had 
no  orders  from  the  all-rail  markets  and  no  outlet 
by  the  lake  route.  Only  a  few  lots  here  and  there 
could  be  placed,  and  it  was  several  days  before 
the  mines  were  actually  in  operation.  It  will 
hardly  be  possible  to  run  the  mines  in  those 
states  on  an  average  of  more  than  two  days  a 
week .  for  the  month  of  May  and  possibly  the 
greater  part  of  June.  Indiana  has  continued  to 
operate  its  mines  with  a  limited  market  for  its 
output  except  screenings.  In  most  instances  some 
mines  are  closed  entirely,  and  operations  are 
confined  solely  to  the  one  or  two  mines  in  good 
sized  companies  which  can  produce  coal  at  the 
lowest  cost.  Lump  coal  is  being  sacrificed  in 
order  to  produce  screenings,  for  which  there  is 
a  good  demand. 

The  Illinois  mines  have  been  closed  down  and 
labor  conditions  hardly  indicate  that  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  activity  need  be  expected  for  another 
couple  of  weeks.  Some  are  hopeful  that  the 
mines  will  be  in  operation  about  the  first  of  May, 
but  this  seems  rather  farfetched  in  view  of  ex¬ 
isting  conditions.  Kentucky  mines,  which  are 
depending  at  this  time  upon  the  railroads  for 
their  principal  outlet  for  their  coal,  are  finding 
a  very  scant  demand  because  the  railroad  opera¬ 
tions  in  that  territory  are  reduced  to  the  mini¬ 
mum,  as  is  shown  by  the  statement  of  earnings 
furnished  by  those  companies.  The  mines,  in 
consequence,  are  on  short  time.  The  southwest¬ 
ern  field  is  still  idle  pending  a  settlement  of 
labor  difficulties  and  the  northern  Colorado  mines 
are  in  the  same  position. 

Iowa  began  to  produce  coal  this  last  week 
on  a  limited  scale,  but  its  market  also  is  lim¬ 
ited.  The  anthracite  mines  are  in  a  more  favor¬ 
able  position,  because  the  sales  are  reasonably 
heavy  at  April  circular  and  because  the  com¬ 
panies  expect  to  emass  enormous  stocks  this 
year,  anticipating  labor  difficulties  at  the  end  of 
March,  1907.  The  whole  market  is  far  from 
satisfactory  and  will  be  until  general  business 
conditions  show  an  improvement. 


Chicago  Market. 


Inquiry  Begins  to  Show  Improvement  But 
the  Opening  of  Mines  Will  Kill 
the  Effect. 


What  there  is  of  the  Chicago  market  divides 
itself  very  naturally  into  two  parts  this  week — 
the  eastern  and  the  western  trade.  The  reason 
for  this  is  that  the  eastern  mines  and  the  mines 
in  Indiana  have  been  operating  on  a  limited  scale 
while  the  Illinois  and  western  mines  have  not 
been  producing  coal. 

Naturally  for  the  eastern  coals  there  is  either 
enough  on  hand  or  the  prospect  of  enough  so 
that  the  prices  are  not  influenced  further  than 
they  would  be  by  the  normal  conditions  of  the 
trade.  As  far  as  Illinois  coals  are  concerned  the 
realization  there  is  no  surplus  of  this  coal  on 
hand  naturally  makes  for  a  stiff  market  because 
the  opening  of  the  mines  is  somewhat  uncertain. 
But  even  in  the  western  market  the  principal 
strength  is  shown  in  screenings.  Some  very 
fancy  prices  have  been  reported  for  Springfield 
fine  coal,  some  of  the  best,  in  fact,  that  have  been 
quoted  in  this  market  for  over  a  year.  This  de¬ 
mand  would  have  been  supplied  by  the  Indiana 
mines  but  for  the  fact  that  those  properties  can 
not  produce  screenings  without  an  equal  produc¬ 
tion  of  lump  and  they  have  not  had  any  demand 
for  lump  coal  which  would  cause  them  to  pro¬ 
duce  any  great  amount  of  screenings.  The  result 
has  been  that  the  market  is  practically  bare  of 
both  Illinois  and  Indiana  screenings  and  prices 
are  very  satisfactory. 

Some  of  the  railroads  centering  in  Chicago 
made  a  boast  one  day  this  week  that  they  had 
enough  coal  to  last  them  until  the  1st  of  June 
and  were  willing  to  dispose  of  it  to  some  of  the 
coal  operators  who  were  short  on  supply.  In  a 
number  of  instances  coal  concerns  which  could 
have  used  this  fuel  to  advantage  have  offered 
to  buy  some  of  the  surplus  product  only  to  find 
that  the  railroads  were  very  carefully  husband¬ 
ing  their  resources.  The  disclosure  in  this  is 
that  the  railroads  are  not  as  well  off  for  coal  as 
many  producers  have  imagined  and,  consequently, 
that  thev  will  soon  buy  in  the  market  to  supply 
definite  meeds. 

The  anthracite  market  is  reasonably  active 
with  a  good  supply  of  coal  coming  on,  transpor¬ 
tation  and  production  conditions  being  favorable 
to  quick  delivery. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Most  Franklin  county  coal  mines  have  been 
closed  down  for  the  month.  The  Leiter  proper¬ 
ties  are  still  running  and  are  finding  good  de¬ 
mand  for  their  steam  product,  although,  of 
course,  there  is  very  little  being  done  in  the 
way  of  definite  sales  of  the  lump  coals.  Steam 
lump  has  been  bringing  about  $2.25  to  $2.35, 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Third-vein  mines  are  still  idle  and  all  of  the 
coal  left  over  at  the  time  of  suspension  has  been 
disposed  of.  Only  nominal  prices  could  be  quoted 
which  would  indicate  what  the  producers  were 
willing  to  accept  for  coal  delivered  when  the 
mines  resume.  These  prices  are,  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines:  Mine-run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  stand¬ 
ard  lump,  $2.15 ;  washed  nut,  $2.15 ;  screenings, 
$1.00. 

Du  Quoin  production  has  been  nothing  and 
the  unsold  coai  has  been  disposed  of.  A  few  odd 
lots  of  screenings  have  found  their  way  upon  the 
market  and  have  been  selling  at  $1.45  to  $1.50 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Springfield  screenings  have  been  the  center  of 
quite  a  little  interest  in  Chicago  this  week.  The 
mines  have  been  able  to  get  90  cents,  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  from  almost  any  consumer,  while  prices 
ranging  from  $1.00  to  $1.15  have  been  heard  of 
on  a  few  transactions.  A  report  was  around  that 
one  block  of  screenings  sold  as  high  as  $1.25, 
which  would  be  on  the  basis  of  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  In  view  of  the  increased  demand  for  these 
screenings  the  reports  are  not  of  necessity  ex¬ 
aggerations. 

Carterville  operators  could  have  disposed  of  a 
very  satisfactory  tonnage  in  screenings  on  the 
basis  of  75  to  90  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  had  there 
been  much  of  that  coal  on  the  market.  Mine- 


run  would  bring  under  present  conditions  from 
90  cents  to  $1.00,  or  possibly  $1.05.  Only  a  very 
limited  tonnage  has  been  sold,  but  it  has  realized 
close  to  these  figures. 

Clinton  coal  operators  have  been  producing  on 
a  limited  scale  all  of  this  week  but  the  difficulty 
has  been  to  get  rid  of  the  lump.  Within  the  last 
few  days  the  demand  for  lump  has  picked  up  just 
a  little  and  some  has  been  sold  to  the  trade  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  at  $2.00.  Screenings  have  sold  all  the 
way  from  $1.05  to  $1.90,  the  latter  price  obtaining 
the  latter  part  of  the  week. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  has  been  just 
barely  steady  with  a  moderate  amount  of  coal 
moving  from  day  to  day.  Chunks  or  egg  have 
sold  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  at  $2.00  to  $2.15,  while 
steam  lump  has  ranged  around  $1.95  to  $2.05. 

Brazil  block  prices  have  been  decidedly  varia¬ 
ble,  the  more  substantial  companies  holding  for 
$2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  while  some  very  much 
lower  prices  have  been  quoted,  some  operators 
breaking  below  $2.50. 

Eastern  Coals. 

Hocking  operators  decided  to  open  their  mines 
on  Monday,  but  they  did  not  get  out  any  coal 
until  pretty  well  along  toward  the  middle  of  the 
week.  Then  a  few  lots  began  to  move  to  market 
and  at  the  same  time  a  few  sales  for  delivery  a 
week  or  ten  days  hence  began  to  be  made.  But 
neither  the  shipments  nor  the  sales  were  up  to 
normal  for  this  time  of  the  year  and  trade  has 
been  quiet.  The  producers  have  been  exact¬ 
ing  circular  price  of  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Jackson  Hill  coal  is  not  being  produced,  being 
strictly  a  domestic  product  and  so  it  is  not  a 
quotable  commodity.  Pittsburgh  No.  8  coal  will 
be  in  this  market  again  about  the  first  of  the 
week.  Some  of  the  mines  are  running  on  a 
limited  scale  and  the  prices  will  range  the  first 
of  the  week  about  $2.65  to  $2.70. 

Kanawha  splint  coal  is  subject  to  two  influ¬ 
ences  :  First,  the  amount  of  coal  on  hand  still 
to  be  disposed  of,  and  second,  the  fact  that  the 
production  is  heavier  than  the  market  can  ab¬ 
sorb  and  some  of  the  coal  occasionally  gets  up  to 
demurrage.  Circular  price  is  hardly  being  re¬ 
garded  and  the  market  is  more  nearly  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  quotation  of  $3.00  to  $3.25  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  and  Fairmont  coals  which  usu¬ 
ally  sell  upon  the  same  basis  in  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  are  practically  dead  in  this  territory,  although 
a  little  contracting  is  being  done  from  time  to 
time  for  next  year’s  delivery.  All  these  con¬ 
tracts  are  being  closed  at  full  circular  price  agreed 
upon  a  short  time  ago,  the  consumers  not  quib¬ 
bling  much  over  value  providing  they  get  the 
genuine  product. 

Smokeless  coal  is  the  center  of  rather  fierce 
competition  in  the  Chicago  market  just  now  and 
the  high  grade  and  low  grade  coals  are  strug¬ 
gling  for  a  supremacy  in  the  field.  It  is  quite 
natural  to  find  that  in  an  effort  to  establish  that 
his  grade  of  coal  is  of  high  standard,  a  salesman 
is  likely  to  make  disparaging  remarks  about  the 
opposition  coal  and  this  kind  of  selling  tactics 
has  been  engaged  in  probably  to  a  larger  extent 
within  the  last  week  than  for  a  year.  This,  of 
course,  demonstrates  very  conclusively  the  strained 
position  of  the  market  and  the  struggle  for  orders 
gives  an  indication  of  about  what  prices  might 
be  expected.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  find  that  some  really  low  grade 
coal  sold  down  as  low  as  seventy  cents  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  while  some  very  much  higher  grade 
coal  has  sold  all  the  way  from  90  cents  to  $1.10. 
It  is  practically  impossible  to  make  a  represen¬ 
tative  quotation  that  would  be  exact  on  lump 
and  egg,  but  Pocahontas  and  New  River  mine- 
run  will  sell  from  $2.85  to  $3.30,  while  lump  and 
egg  will  sell  from  $3.30  to  $3.75. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Foundry  and  furnace  conditions  have  not 
changed  in  this  territory  within  the  week  although 
the  foundry  and  furnace  capacity  engaging  in 
production  is  showing  a  tendency  to  increase. 
This  gives  a  little  better  tone  to  the  market.  The 
following  represents  prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago : 
Connellsville,  $5.00;  Wise  county,  $4.75;  West 
Virginia,  $5.00;  48-hour,  $4.25;  by-product  foun¬ 
dry,  $5.25 ;  by-product  domestic,  $4.75,  and  gas 
house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Buying  Is  Light  and  Price  Cutting  Is 
Reported— Coke  Stocks  Are 
Increasing. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  April  22. 

The  outlook  this  week  is  a  great  deal  better 
than  it  has  been  for  several  months,  although 
it  is  not  by  any  means  as  lively  throughout  the 
Pittsburgh  district  as  it  was  expected  the  wdek 
following  the  settlement  of  the  labor  matters 
would  be.  There  was  little  time  lost  in  re¬ 
suming  work  at  the  mines  in  this  vicinity  fol¬ 
lowing  the  announcement  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  that  the  difficulties  had  been  settled,  and 
a  large  number  of  mines  throughout  the  entire 
western  portion  of  the  state  resumed  on  Monday 
morning.  Others  followed  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  and  at  this  hour  a  general  resump¬ 
tion  is  reported. 

It  had  been  predicted  that  after  the  mines 
had  been  closed  down  for  several  weeks,  should 
the  differences  be  satisfactorily  settled  and  the 
men  ordered  back  to  work,  there  would  be  a 
general  scramble  to  place  orders  for  coal.  But 
this  has  certainly  not  been  the  case,  although 
there  have  been  some  few  orders  placed.  There 
is  an  abundance  of  coal  in  this  part  of  the  state 
for  rail  shipment,  the  only  real  shortage  being 
for  shipment  by  river.  Hundreds  of  empties 
have  been  brought  up  the  river  during  the  past 
few  weeks,  and  as  there  is  a  ready  market  for 
practically  all  the  coal  that  can  be  shipped  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  month  or  so,  provided  the  stage 
of  ‘water  in  the  Ohio  river  will  permit  such 

shipments,  the  river  interests  will  be  able  to 
work  their  mines  steadily  and  to  capacity  to  load 
these  barges,  flats,  etc. 

The  local  harbor  was  practically  cleaned  up  of 
its  stock  of  coal  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
and  the  first  few  days  of  this  week,  and  more 
will  be  rushed  down  from  the  upper  Monon- 
gahela  pools  as  soon  as  it  can  be  brought  to 
the'  surface  and  loaded.  There  is  no  local 

scarcity,  however,  nor  is  there  any  prospect  of 
such  a  condition. 

The  demand  for  coal  for  the  lake  trade  has 
also  proved  disappointing  during  the  week, 
and  this  trade  is  considered  very  sluggish  for 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  particularly  so  soon 
after  the  formal  opening  of  the  lake  shipping 

season.  This  condition  is  accounted  for,  how¬ 
ever,  by  the  large  stocks  of  coal  of  all  grades 
that  are  being  held  on  board  the  steamers  at 
the  lake  ports.  Some  heavy  shipments  from 
this  part  of  the  state  are  being  made  to  the 

lakes,  however,  from  the  Butler-Mercer  field, 
as  well  as  from  the  central  Pennsylvania  field. 
Indications  are  that  this  trade  will  be  rather 
diminished  until  the  first  of  June  at  least,  and 
there  is  a  possibility  that  it  may  be  even  later. 

Considerable  price  cutting  has  been  reported 
this  week  among  the  smaller  shippers,  and  can¬ 
not  be  too  strongly  condemned  in  the  face  of 
the  present  conditions.  The  larger  operators 
are  firmly  maintaining  their  prices,  and  on  sev¬ 
eral  occasions  business  was  allowed  to  pass 
rather  than  be  taken  at  the  quotations  offered  by 
some  of  the  less  important  producers.  Whole¬ 
sale  cutting  of  prices  in  this  district  would  have 
a  most  demoralizing  effect,  and  would  probably 
cause  the  bottom  to  drop  out  of  the  bituminous 
coal  business.  The  prevailing  prices  are  the 
same  as  those  quoted  last  week,  i.  e.,  $1.10  to 
$1.20  for  mine-run;  $1.30  to  $1.40  for  three- 
quarter-inch  ;  $1.50  to  $1.60  for  lump ;  and  slack 
at  from  80  to  90  cents  per  ton,  all  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  was  no  improvement 
within  the  week,  and  in  some  respects  a  loss 
has  been  noted.  Several  hundred  additional 
ovens  have  been  blown  out,  and  more  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  follow  this  week.  The  demand  also 
fell  off,  as  did  the  shipments  from  the  ovens  that 
are  in  blast,  which  loss  necessitated  the  run¬ 
ning  of  several  thousand  tons  of  coke  to  the 
storage  piles.  Stocks  are  very  heavy,  and  un¬ 
less  production  is  curtailed,  the  decreasing  de¬ 
mand  will  materially  add  to  these  stocks.  This 
will  be  avoided  so  far  as  possible,  and  unless 


there  is  a  more  encouraging  outlook  by  the 
latter  part  of  this  week,  orders  will  be  issued 
for  the  closing  down  of  more  ovens. 

Reports  this  week  from  the  Connellsville  and 
Klondyke  coking  regions  show  that  there  are  but 
about  forty-four  per  cent  of  the  ovens  in  blast. 
Prices  fell  off  slightly  during  the  week,  and 
are  not  firm  by  any  means.  Some  of  the  smaller 
independent  producers  in  both  fields,  in  an  effort 
to  keep  their  ovens  fired,  seem  to  be  willing 
to  accept  almost  any  price  for  their  production 
so  long  as  it  nets  even  a  small  profit.  The  In¬ 
dependent  Coke  Makers’  Association  held  a 
meeting  last  week  to  discuss  this  condition,  and 
is  steadily  winning  over  the  price-slashers.  The 
association  will  make  an  effort  to  arrange  uni¬ 
form  prices,  which  will  be  based  on  the  quality 
of  the  coke  produced. 

The  standard  quotations  for  the  week  are  as 
follows :  Furnace  at  from  $1.50  to  $1.90,  and 
foundry  at  from  $1.65  to  $2.25.  There  is  con¬ 
siderable  coke  to  be  had  for  immediate  ship¬ 
ment  at  from  15  to  25  cents  below  these  quota¬ 
tions,  however. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

G.  A.  Singer,  a  prominent  coal  land  owner  of 
Green  county,  Pa.,  was  a  business  visitor  in 
Pittsburgh  the  early  part  of  this  week. 

The  Peerless-Connellsville  Coke  Company  was 
incorporated  last  week  with  an  authorized  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $50,000,  and  will  operate  in  the  Con¬ 
nellsville  region,  with  general  offices  at  Con¬ 
nellsville,  Pa. 

George  E.  Gay,  a  well  known  coal  and  coke 
operator  and  producer  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  was 
a  business  visitor  in  Pittsburgh  this  week,  re¬ 
maining  for  several  days  to  look  over  the  local 
situation  and  prospects. 

D.  R.  Stauffer,  a  well  known  coke  manufac¬ 
turer  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  spent  several  days  the 
latter  part  of  last  week  in  this  city  and  vicinity. 
He  has  practically  all  of  his  ovens  in  blast,  but 
reports  the  market  as  rather  sluggish. 

A  new  boiler  of  40-horsepower  is  being  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  fan  house  of  the  Lock  No.  4  mine 
of  the  Charleroi  Coal  Company,  of  Charleroi, 
Pa.,  and  other  improvements  are  being  made 
which  will  provide  an  additional  supply  of  air 
for  the  mine  in  case  of  emergency. 

A  number  of  the  fire  bosses  of  the  local  dis¬ 
trict  held  a  meeting  last  Saturday  at  Carnegie, 
Pa.,  and  formed  a  temporary  association.  About 
140  fire  bosses  were  present,  and  all  are  in  favor 
of  a  permanent  organization.  This  will  be  formed 
at  a  special  meeting  in  Pittsburgh,  May  1. 

The  Wharton  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  issued  orders  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  to  close  down  both  mines  and  ovens  in 
the  vicinity  of  Coral,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  The 
suspension  is  indefinite,  and  no  effort  is  being 
made  to  induce  the  men  to  remain  in  that  dis¬ 
trict. 

George  Riddle,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  and  George 
Loughner  and  James  Dunsmore  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  have  organized  the  Tire  Hill  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  which  will  have  its  offices  in  Johnstown, 
and  develop  at  once  a  tract  of  about  forty  acres 
of  high  grade  coal  a  short  distance  south  of 
Johnstown. 

Fire  this  week  at  the  mine  of  the  Boomer 
Coal  Company,  Boomer,  W.  Va.,  destroyed  the 
headhouse  of  the  No.  1  mine,  entailing  a  loss 
of  about  $20,000,  and  forcing  the  management 
to  close  down  the  mine.  Repairs  will  be  started 
at  once,  in  order  that  the  mine  may  be  placed 
in  operation  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Reports  received  the  middle  of  this  week  from 
the  Wheeling  district  are  to  the  effect  that  from 
15,000  to  20,000  miners  resumed  work  there 
during  the  first  three  days  of  the  week,  and  that 
many  more  will  resume  within  the  next  week. 
While  the  mines  in  that  district  have  been  closed 
down,  many  needed  repairs  and  improvements 
have  been  made. 

Bids  for  run-of-mine  coal  are  desired  by  the 
Borough  of  Duquesne,  Pa.,  until  5  p.  m.,  May  1, 
for  coal  to  be  used  for  a  period  of  one  year 


at  the  borough  pumping  station  and  at  the  bor¬ 
ough  garbage  furnace.  The  water  committee 
is  headed  by  Joseph  A.  Hughes,  and  the  sanitary 
committee  by  Carl  E.  Maeder.  Bond  for  $500 
is  required  with  each  bid. 

The  men  employed  at  the  plants  of  the  Hester 
Coke  Company  have  been  notified  that  they  will 
receive  a  12 per  cent  reduction  in  wages  in 
order  to  keep  the  plants  in  operation  for  four 
days  a  week.  The  plants  were  operated  prior 
to  this  week  but  two  and  three  days  a  week, 
and  the  men  have  agreed  to  accept  this  reduc¬ 
tion  on  the  above  basis. 

The  John  T.  McGraw  Coal  Company,  Simp¬ 
son,  W.  Va.,  is  making  a  number  of  important 
improvements  at  the  mine  at  that  place.  These 
include  the  construction  of  a  fine  new  tipple  and 
power  house,  and  improvements  to  the  fan 
house.  The  mine  is  working  on  half  time  at 
present,  but  will  resume  in  full  as  soon  as  the 
improvements  are  completed. 

The  Mining  Institute  of  Monongahela  City, 
Pa.,  at  a  meeting  held  last  week,  decided  to  hold 
an  institute  in  that  city  on  May  1,  at  which 
several  important  papers  will  be  read,  the  lead¬ 
ing  one  of  which  will  be  by  John  G.  Nelson,  a 
well  known  mine  superintendent  of  Frederick- 
town,  Pa.  A  large  committee  of  miners  has  been 
appointed  to  promote  the  interests  and  welfare 
of  the  Institute. 

The  Independent  Coke  Producers’  Association 
held  a  meeting  at  the  rooms  of  the  association 
in  the  First  National  Bank  building,  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  last  week,  and  transacted  routine  business. 
Among  the  subjects  talked  over  was  the  price- 
cutting  practiced  by  some  of  the  independents 
who  have  not  yet  joined  the  association.  The 
membership  is  steadily  increasing,  and  the  or¬ 
ganization  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  is  pumping 
water  out  of  the  Old  Port  Royal  mine,  and  will 
also  clear  it  of  all  dangerous  gases.  This  mine 
adjoins  the  Euclid  mine  of  the  same  company, 
which  has  been  closed  down  since  the  disastrous 
explosion  several  months  ago  at  the  Darr  mine, 
and  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  dangerous 
Port  Royal  mine,  it  had  been  decided  to  keep 
the  mine  closed  until  all  danger  had  been  re¬ 
moved. 

A  corps  of  engineers  in  charge  of  Frank  E. 
Gebbert,  of  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  has  been  sent  to 
survey  the  tract  of  coal  land  in  Washington  and 
Greene  counties,  Pa.,  that  were  purchased  a 
short  time  ago  by  the  Bessemer  Coke  Company 
from  J.  V.  Thompson,  the  Uniontown,  Pa.,  coal 
magnate.  There  are  about  1,000  acres  in  the 
tract,  which  is  underlaid  with  a  fine  vein  of 
coking  coal.  The  Bessemer  Coke  Company  now 
owns  about  1,500  acres  of  coal  in  that  region, 
and  will  open  the  new  purchase  as  soon  as  the 
surveys  are  completed,  and  plans  made  for  the 
establishment  of  a  plant. 

A  new  coal  town  is  being  built  in  South  Hunt¬ 
ington  township,  Wesmoreland  county,  Pa.,  by 
the  Westmoreland  Coal  Company.  The  town 
will  be  known  as  Ukon,  and  will  be  at  the  new 
McGee  mine  which  is  being  opened  by  that  con¬ 
cern.  This  mine  will  develop  a  large  tract  of 
coal  land  in  that  part  of  the  county,  and  will 
employ  at  the  start  several  hundred  men.  A 
new  railroad  has  been  about  completed,  which 
extends  from  Plunkers  to  Bell’s  Mills,  and  will 
later  be  extended  to  Gratztown.  The  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  equipment  of  the  new  mine  has  been 
about  completed,  and  it  is  thought  that  ship¬ 
ments  will  be  started  about  the  1st  of  May. 

Several  large  shipments  of  coal  were  made 
the  latter  part  of  last  week  by  the  river  shippers 
of  Pittsburgh  as  soon  as  the  announcement  of 
the  settlement  of  the  miners’  differences  had 
been  received  in  this  city.  The  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  started 
a  tow  of  about  200,000  bushels  down  the  Ohio 
river,  and  shipments  of  similar  size  were  made 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  by  the  United  Coal 
Company  and  the  Clyde  Coal  Company.  These 
shipments  about  cleaned  out  the  local  harbor 
of  all  coal  that  is  not  actually  needed  for  local 
consumption,  and  no  more  shipments  will  be  made 
until  a  new  stock  is  brought  down  from  the 
river  mines  up  the  Monongahela  river. 
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Indianapolis  Trade. 

Shippers  Object  to  Railroad  Rates  and 
the  Indiana  Commission  Is 
Appealed  To. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  Indiana  Shippers’  and  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Association  is  getting  ready  to  fight 
the  Southern  Indiana  and  Big  Four  railroads  to 
a  finish  on  account  of  the  notice  given  by  those 
companies  of  an  advance  of  five  cents  a  ton 
freight  on  coal  originated  on  the  Southern  In¬ 
diana  lines. 

J.  V.  Zartman,  secretary  of  the  association, 
this  afternoon  issued  a  call  for  a  meeting 
here  next  Monday  at  the  Claypool  hotel,  at 
which  the  situation  will  be  discussed.  Jt  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  200  shippers,  manufacturers  and 
coal  operators  will  be  present. 

"We  will  not  stand  for  the  increase  in 
freight,”  said  Mr.  Zartman.  “We  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  railroads  will  be  permitted  to  in¬ 
crease  their  rates.” 

The  new  order  means  a  freight  rate  of  fifty- 
five  cents  a  ton  on  coal  coming  to  Indian¬ 
apolis  by  the  way  of  the  Southern  Indiana  and 
the  Big  Four,  and  sixty-five  cents  a  ton  to  the 
various  gas  belt  cities  over  the  same  route. 
Inasmuch  as  many  of  the  largest  manufactur¬ 
ers  in  the  gas  belt  announced  a  year  ago,  be¬ 
fore  the  railroad  commission,  that  they  would 
have  to  move  if  the  rate  on  coal  was  higher 
than  sixty  cents  a  ton,  the  shippers'  association 
regards  the  fight  it  is  about  to  make,  as  being 
very  important  to  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  Zartman  pointed  out  to-day  that  the  E. 
&  T.  IT  and  the  Vandalia  are  hauling  coal  to 
Indianapolis  from  practically  the  same  territory 
that  the  Southern  Indiana  and  Big  Four  covers 
and  that  they  have  not  made  an  advance  in  rates. 
Among  the  operators  and  shippers  there  is  a 
feeling  that  the  other  roads  may  be  interested 
with  the  Southern  Indiana  and  the  Big  Four  m 
obtaining  the  advance  so  as  to  force  consum¬ 
ers  throughout  the  gas  belt  to  use  more  east¬ 
ern  coal,  on  which  the  freight  rates  are  higher. 

From  time  to  time  the  Indiana  operators 
have  insisted  that  certain  roads  in  this  state 
have  done  everything  in  their  power  to  compel 
consumers  to  use  eastern  coal,  but  the  railroad 
commission  has  corrected  many  evils  that  ex¬ 
isted  three  or  four  years  ago  and  the  Indiana 
operators  lately  have  not  had  much  cause  for 
complaint.  At  the  meeting  Monday  arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  made  for  representation  of  the 
association  in  the  proceedings  that  have  been 
instituted  before  the  commission  protesting 
against  the  proposed  increase. 

The  trouble  over  the  joint  rate  over  the 
Southern  Indiana  and  Big  Four  began  on 
April  15,  when  the  old  joint  agreement  was 
abandoned  by  the  Southern  Indiana.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  operators  have  made  contracts  for  the 
year  on  the  old  freight  rate,  which  will  have 
to  be  set  aside  or  they  will  lose  heavily. 

A  meeting  of  shippers  and  manufacturers 
was  held  here  Saturday.  Among  those  pres¬ 
ent  were  E.  L.  Wolford  of  United  Fourth 
Vein  Coal  Company;  C.  H.  Jones,  Calora  Coal 
Company,  Indianapolis;  W.  J.  Freeman,  Terre 
Haute,  the  Green  Valley  Coal  Company;  S.  A. 
Danner,  Indianapolis,  the  Dauner  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  A.  S.  Cost,  Indianapolis,  the  Union  Coal 
&  Coke  Company;  T.  N.  Stilwell,  Anderson, 
the  Indiana  Brick  Company;  L.  A.  Clark,  Mun- 
cie,  representing  Ball  Brothers;  Fay  Kitsle- 
man,  Muncie,  the  Muncie  Steel  &  Wire  Com¬ 
pany;  J.  E.  Frederick,  Kokomo,  the  Kokomo 
Steel  &  Wire  Company;  G.  M.  Spencer, 
Muncie,  the  American  Lawn  Mower  Company, 
and  George  F.  Meyer,  representing  A.  B. 
Meyer  &  Co.,  of  Indianapolis. 


To  Hold  a  Hearing. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  will 
have  a  hearing  here  on  May  7  to  consider  the 
complaint  of  the  Indiana  Railroad  Commission 
against  the  Southern  Indiana  over  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  cars.  The  Southern  Indiana  is  con¬ 
testing  the  authority  of  the  railroad  commis¬ 
sion  to  make  a  ruling  regarding  car  distribu¬ 
tion  among  the  coal  operators. 


The  Fauvre  Coal  Company,  of  Indianap¬ 
olis,  has  filed  a  petition  with  the  Indiana 
Railroad  Commission  asking  the  commission 
to  establish  a  joint  rate  on  coal  shipments 
from  the  Macksville  district,  west  of  Terre 
Haute,  to  Aetna,  Ind.,  via  the  Vandalia,  P.,  C., 
C.  &  St.  L.,  and  the  Wabash.  There  is  no 
joint  rate  now,  it  is  alleged. 

The  miners  and  operators  of  Indiana  have 
not  yet  reached  an  agreement  for  1908,  but 
the  outlook  is  that  a  settlement  will  be  made 
soon. 

There  is  some  trouble  over  minor  points  in 
the  contract,  but  the  outlook  is  that  they  will 
be  settled  shortly.  The  miners  and  operators 
in  the  block  district  are  expected  to  sign  a 
two  years’  agreement. 


The  Coal  Market. 

The  coal  trade  in  Indiana  is  in  a  state  of 
coma.  The  production  is  not  heavy.  Neither 
is  the  demand.  The  early  spring  has  put  a 
crimp  into  the  domestic  business,  so  that  it 
amounts  to  very  little  at  this  time. 

The  result  of  the  industrial  depression  is 
still  felt  in  the  steam  coal  trade.  Many  oper¬ 
ators  show  that  they  are  not  very  anxious  to 
quote  prices  on  long  time  contracts  under  the 
present  disturbed  condition  of  the  trade.  Run- 
of-mine  is  selling  at  from  $1.05  to  $1.15  at  the 
mines.  There  has  been  no  marked  change  in 
the  prices  of  the  various  grades  during  the 
last  month. 


Cleveland  Trade. 

Mines  in  Ohio  Resume  Partially  But 
Prices  Are  Not  in  the  Least 
Disturbed. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — Coal  men  tend  toward  optimism 
since  the  understanding  reached  at  Toledo.  This 
is  especially  noticeable  among  the  biggest  inter¬ 
ests.  They  are  going  ahead  with  renewals  of 
contracts  on  practically  the  same  figures  as  those 
quoted  previously.  These  figures  run  seventy- 
five  cents  a  ton  for  slack,  $1.00  to  $1.05  for  No. 
8,  $1.15  to  $1.20  for  Pittsburgh. 

Exceptions  to  this,  however,  are  noted  among 
the  smaller  interests.  They  are  renewing  railroad 
contracts  in  some  instances  five,  seven  and  ten 
cents  a  ton  lower.  Some  commercial  contracts 
have  also  been  renewed  here  from  five  to  ten 
cents  lower.  It  is  believed  that  this  policy,  al¬ 
though  limited,  is  one  of  the  most  disturbing  fac¬ 
tors  now  existing. 

All  the  trade  is  looking  forward  to  a  re¬ 
vival  of  business  about  July  1.  They  believe 
that  by  that  time  the  commercial  market  and  the 
lake  trade  will  take  as  much  as  eighty-five  per 
cent  of  the  production.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
market  at  present  under  this  latest  resumption  of 
mining  is  able  to  handle  about  thirty  per  cent. 
With  the  opening  of  navigation  on  June  1,  the 
market  ought  to  take  care  of  sixty  per  cent  of 
the  total  output.  It  is  the  prevailing  opinion 
here  that  the  last  six  months  of  this  year  will 
see  an  improvement  in  industrial  conditions  that 
will  have  much  good  effect  on  the  coal  trade. 

No  change  in  spot  prices  has  followed  the 
Toledo  meeting.  All  of  the  big  firms  are  and 
have,  for  some  time,  been  refusing  to  sell  mine- 
run  under  $1.00.  Sales  have  been  made  at  ninety- 
two  cents  this  week  and  one  was  reported  at 
eighty-seven  cents.  This,  however,  can  hardly  be 
looked  upon  as  the  standard  by  which  the  mar¬ 
ket  may  be  judged. 

Retail  dealers  are  preparing  for  a  good  early 
summer  trade.  The  recent  vindication  in  court 
has  strengthened  their  position  with  the  public 
to  a  great  extent  and  it  will  be  easier  for  them 
to  get  their  prices  without  quibbling. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  has  started  up 
its  mines  on  about  sixty-five  per  cent  of  normal 
capacity. 

W.  P.  Schaufele,  of  the  transportation  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  M.  A.  Hanna  Company,  is  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  today. 

The  M.  A.  Hanna  Company  today  resumed  at 
their  No.  8  Wheeling  mines  and  their  mines  in 
the  Pittsburgh  district. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  April  23. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)—  Most  all  of  the  mines  in  Ohio  began  op¬ 
erations  again  this  week,  according  to  arrange¬ 
ment,  but  few  of  them  expect  to  be  able  to  run 
full  time.  Some  of  the  operators  have  not  yet 
begun  to  start  their  mines,  while  others  anticipate 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  close  down  at  least 
a  portion  of  the  time.  Orders  are  very  scarce 
and  business  is  extremely  quiet.  Of  course, 
there  is  something  doing  all  the  time,  but  it  is 
mostly  of  a  pick-up  character.  Nearly  all  the 
mills  still  have  fair  stocks  on  hand  and  are  buy¬ 
ing  but  little.  A  few  plants  which,  from  the 
character  of  their  business,  such  as  cement 
works,  etc.,  run  only  in  the  warm  season,  are 
now  getting  down  to  business  and  have  pur¬ 
chased  some  steam  coal,  but  the  amount  is  in¬ 
consequential.  The  railways  are  still  well  sup¬ 
plied  and  are  not  on  the  market  for  any  large 
quantities  of  coal. 

Lake  business  has  not  yet  opened  up.  Nearly 
all  the  railways  have  had  some  lake  coal  at  their 
docks  and,  for  several  days,  they  have  been 
loading  a  number  of  cargoes  and  cleaning  up 
the  docks,  but  there  has  been  nothing  leaving  this 
port  as  yet  worth  mentioning.  The  general  feel¬ 
ing  is  that  there  will  not  be  a  great  deal  doing 
in  lake  traffic  before  the  last  of  May  anyway. 
There  will  undoubtedly  be  some  lake  shipments 
within  a  few  days  to  Detroit  and  other  nearby 
point,  but  the  heavy  shipments  will  not  come 
for  some  time.  Iron  ore  is  moving  quite  rap¬ 
idly  at  the  docks  now  and  it  looks  as  if  they 
would  be  ready  for  new  supplies  in  a  short  time, 
which,  of  course,  means  coal  shipments  on  the 
return  trip  to  the  ore  fields. 

The  local  situation  remains  unchanged  except 
as  to  prospects.  There  is  a  much  more  hopeful 
feeling  among  the  coal  men  for  some  reason  than 
there  has  been  for  a  long  time.  Prices  have 
shown  no  advance,  and  domestic  trade  is  very 
light,  athough  perhaps  normal  for  the  season  of 
the  year.  The  recent  suspension  had  absolutely 
no  effect  upon  conditions  here  so  far  as  can 
be  seen.  The  dealers  and  operators  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  West  Virginia,  which  was  not  included 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  suspension, 
say  that  they  did  not  sell  an  extra  pound  of  coal 
because  of  the  strike  so  far  as  they  can  ascer¬ 
tain.  A  very  few  fair  contract  shave  been  landed 
recently  and  the  general  feeling  is  that  the  long 
season  of  depression  is  drawing  to  a  close  and 
that  conditions  will  show  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  within  a  few  weeks. 


Personal  Mention. 

Elmer  Miller  has  returned  home  from  a  suc¬ 
cessful  business  trip  out  of  the  city,  whither  he 
was  called  the  early  part  of  the  week. 

Arch  Grosman,  the  genial  salesman  of  the 
New  York  Coal  Company,  spent  some  time  in  the 
city  this  week  caring  for  the  interests  of  his 
firm. 

It  is  understood  that  some  handsome  business 
for  lake  shipment  was  landed  by  local  people 
recently  and  that  shipments  will  begin  some 
time  next  week. 

Sales  Agent  A.  J.  Connelly  is  spending  the 
week  in  the  eastern  part  of  Ohio,  where  he  will 
solicit  trade  for  the  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  returning  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 

I.  W.  Copelin  has  returned  from  an  extended 
pleasure  tour  lasting  more  than  three  months. 
During  the  trip  he  visited  a  number  of  South 
Indies.  He  returned  last  Friday  in  fine  physical 
condition,  having  taken  on  ten  pounds  of  extra 
flesh  in  the  meantime. 

Edgar  C.  Hall,  the  newly  elected  secretary  of 
the  Elmer  Miller  Coal  Company,  has  returned 
from  an  extended  pleasure  outing  at  various  east¬ 
ern  points  and  assumed  his  duties  on  April  15. 
Mr.  Hall  is  well  known  to  the  coal  trade 
throughout  this  section. 

W.  F.  Parker,  formerly  Detroit  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Blaine  Coal  Company  and  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Company,  was  in  the  city  recently, 
calling  on  old  friends  while  enroute  to  the  mines 
in  West  Virginia.  He  announces  that  he  had  de¬ 
termined  to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  and 
that  on  May  1  he  will  open  offices  in  Detroit 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  F.  Parker  *&  Co. 
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Kansas  City  Market. 


Lewis  Gees  Into  the  Southwest  and  Pre¬ 
dicts  an  Early  Settlement  of 
the  Trouble. 


Kansas  City,  April  23. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  here 
looking  to  a  settlement  of  the  difference  between 
miners  and  operators.  An  interesting  develop¬ 
ment  is  the  arrival  here  of  Tom  L.  Lewis,  the 
new  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  who  declares  he  will  remain  until  a 
contract  is  decided  upon  and  work  in  the  mines 
is  begun.  Mr.  Lewis  came  direct  from  Toledo, 
where  he  assisted  in  the  settlement  of  differences 
in  that  district. 

“I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  terms  will 
be  agreed  upon,”  Mr.  Lewis  said  today.  “I  am 
certain  of  one  thing,  however — there  will  be  a 
settlement.  I  feel  certain  it  will  not  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  me  to  remain  longer  than  a  few  days.” 

Now  that  the  operators  and  miners  have  re¬ 
duced  the  joint  conference  committee  to  six 
district  members  and  an  equal  number  of  district 
officers  on  each  side,  it  is  expected  they  will 
speedily  arrive  at  a  settlement  of  differences. 
The  presence  of  Mr.  Lewis  is  certain  to  have  a 
good  effect.  Some  of  the  operators  have  inti¬ 
mated  that  inasmuch  as  operators  of  the  central 
competitive  field  at  Toledo  have  agreed  to  a 
two-year  contract  they  will  accept  that  in  the 
Southwest.  The  miners  had  demanded  a  one- 
year  contract.  'The  agreement  will,  it  is  stated, 
include  the  following  general  provisions :  Con¬ 
tract  to  run  two  years;  mining  prices  to  remain 
substantially  the  same  as  last  year;  eight-hour 
day  and  similar  provisions  to  remain  unchanged ; 
joint  relations  between  United  Mine  Workers 
and  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’ 
Association  to  continue  as  in  past  year ;  a 
number  of  local  provisions,  pertaining  to  the 
districts  themselves,  and  not  inter-district  in 
character,  will  not  be  adjusted  in  this  conference, 
but  will  be  referred  to  the  district  conventions 
of  the  three  districts  for  settlement. 

These  district  conventions  will  be  held  during 
the  coming  month  at  the  following  places:  Dis¬ 
trict  14,  at  Pittsburg,  Kans. ;  district  21,  at  Fort 
Smith,  Ark. ;  district  25,  at  Kansas  City. 

The  conference  committee  will  present  its  re¬ 
port  to  the  interstate  convention  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  for  their  approval,  but  there  is 
no  question  but  what  it  will  be  approved. 

The  delegates  to  the  miners’  interstate  conven¬ 
tion  will  be  called  back  to  Kansas  City  next 
week. 

The  agreement  offered  by  the  operators  fur¬ 
ther  provides  that  in  the  future  difficulties  re¬ 
garding  the  scale  of  wages  and  rules  regulating 
the  operation  of  the  mines  shall  be  submitted 
to  an  arbitration  board  consisting  of  two  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  operators’  association  and  two 
from  the  miners’  union.  In  case  there  is  a  divis¬ 
ion  on  this  board,  any  circuit  judge  of  a  United 
States  court  in  the  district  may  be  asked  to 
select  a  fifth  party  who  is  not  a  member  of  either 
organization. 

The  scale  of  wages,  it  is  stated,  remains  prac¬ 
tically  the  same.  There  is  a  sentiment  among 
the  miners  that  all  conditions  should  be  agreed 
to  by  them  save  that  of  the  contract  for  three 
years. 

George  Colville,  chairman  of  the  miners’  com¬ 
mittee,  submitted  a  proposal  that  all  miners  may 
be  put  to  work  at  any  mines  until  the  negotia¬ 
tions  now  pending  may  be  settled.  This  was 
done,  it  is  stated,  so  that  the  mines  which  are 
now  lying  idle  may  be  protected.  Mr.  Colville 
further  agreed  that  the  operators  could  use  as 
many  miners  as  they  wanted  for  this  purpose, 
but  the  offer  was  not  accepted  because  the 
miners  would  not  sign  a  contract  for  three 
years. 


Trade  Conditions. 

Trade  conditions  have,  of  course,  been  affected 
by  the  cessation  of  work  in  the  mines,  All  of 
the  big  users  had  prepared  for  the  trouble  by 
storing  big  supplies  and  the  demand  of  the  small 
consumers  is  less  than  normal. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  April  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — No  change  in  Colorado  coal  con¬ 
ditions  has  taken  place  since  last  week.  Warm 
weather  has  prevailed  and  there  has  been  no  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  at  all.  So  far  very  little  storage 
coal  is  moving  to  Kansas  or  Nebraska  or  Texas. 
The  railroads  have  not  increased  the  consumption 
and  are  using  up  the  coal  in  storage  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Prices  are  weak. 

The  Denver  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association, 
after  having  held  together  for  years  and  doing 
much  good  in  the  way  of  maintaining  prices,  etc., 
decided  to  disband,  after  a  stormy  session  last 
week,  so  that  from  now  on  the  trade  can  expect 
to  see  some  cut-throat  competition  and  low  prices. 
This  will  probably  keep  up  until  the  dealers  lose 
enough  money  to  bring  them  to  their  senses  and 
reorganize. 

So  far  the  committee  from  the  miners  and  op¬ 
erators,  representing  the  mines  in  northern  Colo¬ 
rado,  has  not  been  able  to  agree  on  a  new 
schedule.  They  have  been  in  nearly  continuous 
session  since  April  10.  The  miners  are  remaining 
at  work,  pending  an  agreement,  but  the  feeling 
is  that  they  are  liable  to  be  called  out  at  any 
time.  Three  of  the  committee  of  five  of  the 
miners  are  national  organizers  and  this  makes  it 
hard  to  come  to  terms,  as  they  are  not  conversant 
with  local  conditions  and  while  they  think  they 
are,  they  are  away  off  on  lots  of  their  demands 
and  arguments.  The  committee  should  be  com¬ 
posed  of  miners  working  in  this  district,  ones 
who  thoroughly  understand  local  conditions.  It 
is  the  general  impression  that  inside  of  a  month, 
if  a  strike  were  forced  or  called,  the  operators 
would  have  the  union  men  back  to  work  as  non¬ 
union  men. 


Personal  Mention. 

W.  F.  Oakes,  of  The  Sunnyside  Coal  Mining 
Company,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Kansas. 

W.  F.  Kerdolff,  representing  A.  W.  Warren  & 
Co.,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  spent  several  days  in 
Denver  last  week,  calling  on  the  coal  trade. 

Phil  Hanna,  of  The  Colorado  Springs  Fuel 
Company,  was  in  Denver  last  week.  Phil  says 
there  is  no  place  like  Denver  and  expects  to  have 
his  family  located  here  soon. 

The  Parkdale  Fuel  Company  have  cut  an 
eleven-foot  vein  of  absolutely  clear  lignite  coal  at 
their  new  Puritan  mine  on  the  Union  Pacific,  near 
Dacono.  The  mine  will  be  shipping  within  thirty 
days. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Conditions  remain  practically  un¬ 
changed  from  what  they  were  last  week  and  the 
demand  has  not  perceptibly  increased.  A  few 
inquiries  have  been  received  from  the  country, 
but  the  quantities  have  been  so  small  as  not  to 
have  any  effect  on  the  general  market  conditions. 
Prices  remain  unchanged  for  lump  coal,  but  big 
prices  are  being  offered  for  screenings  and  fine 
coal.  However,  about  all  of  the  fine  coal  has 
been  cleaned  up,  and  therefore  none  is  to  be  had 
at  any  price. 

The  coal  men  have  been  doing  very  little  the 
last  week  but  clearing  up  a  few  of  the  bunches 
of  coal  held  at  the  mines.  By  far  the  greater 
percentage  of  the  coal  that  was  held  has  been 
sold  and  the  receipts  of  coal  in  St.  Louis  have 
been  dwindling  daily.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
less  and  less  coal  is  coming  in  and  that  the 
miners  and  operators  at  Springfield  do  not  seem 
to  be  any  nearer  an  agreement,  the  trade  con¬ 
tinues  without  the  slightest  show  of  life. 

It  is  undoubtedly  a  fact,  however,  that  the 
railroads  have  made  big  inroads  on  the  storage 
piles,  as  the  Missouri  Pacific  has  used  up  the 
greater  part  of  the  coal  it  had  stored  in  cars 
and  is  now  loading  it  from  the  piles  stored  on 
the  ground,  and  these  piles  are  disappearing 
fast. 

The  shot  firers’  clause  is  still  the  bone  of  con¬ 
tention  between  the  miners  and  operators  at 


Springfield,  and  they  do  not  seem  to  be  any 
closer  together  on  the  proposition  than  before. 
The  operators  in  the  Belleville  district  say  that 
their  miners  are  willing  to  pay  the  shot  firers, 
and  it  is  reported  on  good  authority  that  if  the 
matter  is  put  up  to  the  miners  to  vote  on  that 
the  Belleville  district  will  vote  overwhelmingly 
for  the  miners  to  pay  the  shot  firers.  However, 
the  miners  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  who  can¬ 
not  make  as  much  as  the  Belleville  miners,  do 
not  see  the  matter  in  the  same  light. 

The  companies  that  handle  anthracite  coal  re¬ 
port  a  fair  business,  but  say  that  buyers  in  gen¬ 
eral  have  a  tendency  to  hold  off  until  later  in  the 
year  to  buy.  The  prices  quoted  last  week  on 
coal  still  hold  good ;  in  other  words,  coal  is 
bringing  today  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis :  Standard 
lump,  $2.07;  mine  run,  $1.62  ;  Staunton  or  Mount 
Olive  lump,  $2.22 ;  Carterville  lump  and  3-inch 
nut,  $2.42;  mine  run,  $2.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

C.  B.  Beck,  president  of  the  St.  Louis  Coal 
Company,  is  in  Chicago  this  week. 

Herman  Pheufl,  that  rare  visitor  to  St.  Louis, 
was  seen  by  his  friends  in  the  coal  trade  today. 

H.  Dale,  general  manager  of  the’  St.  Louis 
Carterville  Coal  Company,  left  for  Springfield 
today. 

George  Abbott,  of  the  Baldwin  Coal  Company, 
has  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  Wisconsin.  He 
reports  that  the  fishing  is  fine. 

R.  L.  Hancock,  sales  agent  of  the  St.  Louis 
Coal  Company,  has  just  returned  from  a  scouting 
trip  through  northern  Missouri. 

W.  S.  Haddeway,  sales  agent  for  the  St.  Louis 
Carterville  Coal  Company,  has  just  left  the  city 
for  a  business  trip  through  southern  Missouri. 

The  bids  for  furnishing  the  Jefferson  Barracks 
with  coal  were  opened  last  Wednesday  at  the 
quartermaster’s  office  and  the  contract  for  fur¬ 
nishing  soft  coal  for  the  ensuing  year  was 
awarded  to  the  Cluley-Miller  Coal  Company, 
the  price  being  $2.24  per  ton  delivered.  This 
bid  was  just  four  cents  lower  than  that  of  the 
Lumaghi  Coal  Company  and  Donk  Bros.  Coal 
Company. 


New  Scale  Company. 

Articles  of  Incorporation  of  the  Standard 
Scale  &  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  with  capital  stock  of  $50,000, 
have  been  filed  for  record.  The  incorporators 
are:  President,  H.  C.  Hargrove,  president  and 
manager  of  Des  Moines  Implement  Company; 
vice-president,  L.  A.  Altona,  president  and  man¬ 
ager  of  Des  Moines  Scale  &  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany;  treasurer,  T.  W.  Carpenter,  general 
manager  of  the  Enterprise  Coal  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  and  largely  interested  in  a  number  of 
other  mines  in  Iowa  and  Wyoming;  secretary, 
C.  A.  Christofferson,  superintendent  of  the  Des 
Moines  Scale  &  Manufacturing  Company. 

This  company  has  taken  over  the  business 
and  plant  of  the  Des  Moines  Scale  and  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company,  whose  scales  are  in  gen¬ 
eral  use  by  some  of  the  largest  coal  producing 
plants  operating  in  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Wyo¬ 
ming,  and  will  be  under  the  direct  management 
of  its  vice-president,  L.  A.  Altona.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  this  company  will  be  confined  largely 
to  the  manufacture  of  large  railroad  track 
scales  and  hopper  scales,  including  steel  hop¬ 
pers,  as  well  as  all  other  varieties  of  scales 
suited  to  the  demands  of  modern  coal  mine 
operation.  A  branch  house  and  selling  organ¬ 
ization  to  care  for  the  business  of  the  new 
northwest,  with  Frank  M.  Savage  in  charge, 
has  already  been  established  at  Seattle, 
Wash. 


It  is  expected  that  one  of  the  interesting  draw¬ 
ing  cards  in  the  near  future  of  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  will  be  the  presence  of  Paul 
B.  Bird,  smoke  inspector  of  Chicago,  who  will 
outline  some  of  his  policies  with  regard  to  the 
prevention  of  smoke,  also  hear  some  suggestions 
from  the  members  of  the  organization  on  what 
would  be  the  best  course  to  pursue  under  certain 
circumstances. 
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Louisville  Market  . 


The  Situation  Is  Confused  and  the  De¬ 
mand  Is  Not  Showing  Much 
Improvement. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  April  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  situation  in  Kentucky  and 
the  south  has  undergone  no  radical  change  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week.  It  is  a  very  confused  and 
uncertain  situation  and  the  operator  or  dealer 
who  can  see  any  sign  of  immediate  improvement 
is  not  to  be  found. 

The  suspension  of  the  western  Kentucky  union 
mines  has  had  no  effect  on  Illinois  Central  mar¬ 
kets,  except  to  restrict  shipments  of  screenings, 
and  this  has  created  a  temporary  outlet  for  a 
limited  tonnage  of  the  lowest  grade  screenings 
from  Louisville  &  Nashville  mines.  Uncertainty 
as  to  when  the  Illinois  Central  will  resume  tak¬ 
ing  fuel  coal  also  complicates  the  situation  in 
regard  to  screenings,  inasmuch  as  nine-tenths  of 
the  pea  and  slack  produced  on  this  railroad  re¬ 
sults  from  the  production  of  mixed  coal,  which 
is  run  over  one-half-inch  bars  in  its  preparation 
as  company  fuel.  Most  of  the  larger  industries 
in  Louisville  which  use  western  Kentucky  screen¬ 
ings  in  chain-grate  stokers,  including  the  Louis¬ 
ville  Railway  Company,  are  supplied  with  fuel 
for  thirty  to  forty-five  days,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  there  will  be  a  resumption  of  mining  in  this 
district  sufficient  to  furnish  a  new  supply  be¬ 
fore  current  stocks  are  exhausted. 

The  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  is  still 
taking  about  fifty  per  cent  of  its  contract  re¬ 
quirements  of  fuel  coal.  Several  mines  during 
the  past  week  have  decided  to  close  down  for 
an  indefinite  period,  because  of  inability  to  cut 
their  production  in  half-  and  operate  at  a  profit. 
The  movement  of  commercial  coal  on  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  has  been  extremely  sluggish. 
The  nut  and  slack  market;  which  showed  signs  of 
improvement  for  the  best  grades  a  week  or  two 
ago,  has  again  become  very  easy,  and  there  has 
been  a  considerable  congestion  at  the  terminals 
in  Louisville  and  elsewhere  of  demurrage  coal. 

The  market  for  the  best  domestic  grades  re¬ 
mains  unchanged.  At  the  convention  of  the 
Southeastern  Retail  Dealers’  Association  and  the 
Kentucky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  As¬ 
sociation,  which  was  held  in  Knoxville  last  week, 
a  number  of  operators  producing  the  best  grades 
of  red  ash  Jellico  and  Blue  Gem  coals  were  able 
to  display  order  books  showing  that  they  are 
fairly  well  sold  up  for  delivery  during  the  next 
ninety  days  on  the  basis  of  $1.90  to  $2.00  for 
block  coal.  The  resulting  nut  and  nut  and  slack, 
or  steam  sizes,  however,  are  marketed  at  such 
low  prices  and  with  such  extreme  difficulty  at 
any  price,  that  $2.00  per  ton  for  domestic  block 
is  not  so  gratifying  a  figure  as  it  would  ordi¬ 
narily  seem,  and  operators  are  compelled  to  have 
this  price  for  their  block  in  order  to  secure  an 
average  price  for  their  product  sufficient  to  jus¬ 
tify  them  in  running. 

From  present  indications  very  little  coal  will 
be  absorbed  by  Louisville  during  the  next  few 
months.  Nearly  all  coal  dealers  will  carry  over 
a  considerable  tonnage  of  domestic  coal,  one 
large  local  agency  having  on  hand  62,000  tons. 
This  agency,  which  operates  several  large  mines, 
is  able  to  run  its  eastern  Kentucky  mines  only 
one  day  per  week.  In  addition  to  nut  and  slack, 
there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  consignment 
coal  during  the  past  ten  days  and  several  bar¬ 
gain  sales  have  been  held.  Several  operators 
in  the  Lee  county,  Virginia,  district  have  suf¬ 
fered  recently  by  a  slaughter  of  their  coal,  which 
had  been  consigned  to  this  market  without  orders. 
There  have  been  several  instances  where  the  sale 
of  their  product  failed  to  realize  freight  and  de¬ 
murrage. 


Personal  Mention. 

A.  C.  Blowers,  of  the  Coalport  Coal  Company, 
was  a  Louisville  visitor  during  the  week. 

John  Keiley,  of  the  Jellico  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  came  to  Louisville  on  a  business  trip  this 
week. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


J.  M.  Dewberry,  chief  clerk  to  C.  B.  Compton, 
traffic  manager  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railroad,  has  returned  from  a  fishing  trip  to 
Florida. 

The  Hughes-Jellico  Coal  Company  is  making 
a  fight  to  oust  striking  miners  from  about  fifty 
of  its  houses  in  the  Ely  Hollow  district.  The 
company  started  forcible  detainer  proceedings 
and  the  cases  are  now  on  trial. 

C.  J.  Milton,  president  of  the  Smokeless.  Fuel 
Company,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  has  been  seriously 
ill  in  Louisville,  but  is  now  considered  out  of 
danger.  Mr.  Milton,  who  has  just  returned 
from  French  Lick  Springs,  is  stopping  with  rela¬ 
tives. 

F.  F.  Snead,  of  the  Snead  &  Meguire  Coal 
Company,  has  returned  to  the  city  after  the  in¬ 
spection  of  a  mining  property  in  eastern.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Mr.  Snead  also  attended  the  meeting  of 
operators  held  in  connection  with  the  retail  con¬ 
ventions  at  Knoxville. 

Otis  Mouser,  manager  of  sales  for  the  Stonega 
Coke  &  Coal  Company,  was  in  Louisville  during 
the  past  week  and  reports  a  larger  tonnage,  both 
of  coke  and  coal,  to  be  moving  from  Stonega. 
Mr.  Mouser  believes  that  April  shipments  will 
show  a  marked  improvement  over  those  during 
March,  both  in  respect  to  tonnage  and  price. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  April  23. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — At  last  the  tracks  have  been  fairly 
well  cleared  of  coal  cars  and  the  shippers  are 
correspondingly  relieved.  The  three  weeks  of  in¬ 
activity  at  the  mines  in  the  central  districts  is 
beginning  to  be  felt.  Prices,  however,  remain 
the  same  and  dullness  prevails  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  trade.  The  retail  business,  owing 
to  the  warm  weather,  has  fallen  off  consider¬ 
ably  and  the  steam  trade  is  no  better  than  it 
was  a  week  ago.  The  hard  coal  situation,  so 
far  as  the  wholesale  end  of  it  is  concerned,  is  all 
that  could  be  desired,  as  more  orders  are  com¬ 
ing  in  and  more  coal  is  being  moved  than  was 
the  case  a  year  ago. 

The  lake  movement  is  expected  to  be  much 
lighter  than  at  first  supposed,  because  of  the 
delay  in  getting  vessels  for  the  purpose  and  also 
because  of  the  immense  amount  of  coal  on  the 
unoer  lake  docks,  as  compared  to  a  year  ago. 
The  passenger  steamer  Missouri  was  the  first 
boat  to  pass  down  through  the  north  channel  of 
the  Straits  of  Mackinac,  and  this  event  took 
place  last  Sunday  morning  at  11  o’clock.  The 
south  channel  is  still  blocked  with  ice.  It  is 
noticeable  that  this  spring  there  were  no  ore 
boats  waiting  to  get  through  at  the  opening  of 
navigation  at  that  place,  whereas,  last  year,  there 
was  a  big  fleet  of  them.  Even  at  the  Soo  there 
are  very  few  vessels  waiting,  and  nobody  ex¬ 
pects  to  see  many  there  when  navigation  opens 
at  that  point  on  or  about  May  1.  Therefore,  the 
movement  of  coal  boats  up  the  lake  cannot  very 
well  begin  before  June  1.  A  prominent  shipper 
estimates  that  there  is  enough  ore  on  the  docks 
and  at  the  plants  at  the  lower  lake  ports  to  last 
at  least  until  September  1 — additional  reason 
for  assuming  that  the  ore  movement  will  be  late, 
thus  keeping  the  boats  at  the  upper  lake  ports 
for  some  considerable  time. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

James  P.  Loomis,  president  of  the  Akron  Coal 
Company,  is  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Cunningham,  president  of  the  Luhrig  Coal 
Company,  spent  last  Sunday  in  this  city  visiting 
friends. 

John  W.  Moore,  general  manager  of  the 
Hughes  Creek  Coal  Company,  was  in  this  city 
the  earlv  part  of  this  week. 

G.  C.  Weitzell.  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  called 
on  the  trade  in  this  city  last  Monday. 

R.  S.  McVeigh,  general  manager  of  the  Island 
Creek  and  Blaine  Coal  companies,  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  spent  a  few  days  in  Detroit  last  week. 


Tennessee  Situation. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  23. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  firms  at  Nashville,  Mem¬ 
phis  and  other  centers  of  the  state  find  a  some¬ 
what  stronger  situation  than  a  few  weeks  ago. 
The  large  number  of  industrial  enterprises  that 
are  resuming  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama  are 
large  consumers  and  had  only  limited  stocks  of 
coal  on  hand  when  they  closed  down  two  and 
three  months  ago.  The  domestic  coal  situation 
is  quiet,  so  far  as  any  abnormal  trade  is  con¬ 
cerned,  but  there  is  an  even,  steady  business 
which  will  go  on  through  the  summer.  No  re¬ 
cent  changes  have  been  made  in  prices  with 
Nashville  retailers.  A  graduated  scale  for  the 
different  months  is  used  here  and  the  net  result 
of  the  winter  and  spring  season  has  been  grati¬ 
fying  in  the  main  to  all  Nashville  dealers. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Lookout  Coal  Company  of  Chattanooga 
how  has  the  exclusive  agency  there  for  the 
Aetna  coal.  J.  L.  Graham  is  managing  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Not  a  few  solid  train  loads  of  coal  and  coke 
are  being  moved  in  east  Tennessee  now  with  the 
resumption  of  work  at  the  numerous  iron  es¬ 
tablishments. 

The  coal  operators  of  east  Tennessee  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  are  going  after  the  coal  furnishing  con¬ 
tracts  of  the  Spartanburg,  S.  C.,  cotton  district 
and  are  capturing  them  from  many  of  the  mills. 

John  B.  Brasher,  of  Madisonville,  Ky.,  has  sold 
his  coal  mines  at  Hillside,  in  Muhlenberg  county, 
for  $136,000.  The  purchasers  were  Frank  I. 
Brown  and  N.  Metz,  of  Dayton,  O.,  and  Ed  L. 
Snell,  of  Madisonville,  Ky. 

The  Empire  Coal  Company  of  this  city  is  op¬ 
erating  its  Kentucky  mines,  which  have  a  ca¬ 
pacity  of  350  tons  per  day.  Much  of  the  output 
is  sold  here  in  Nashville.  Considerable  new 
machinery  has  recently  been  installed  at  the  mines 
at  Empire,  Ky. 

In  the  coal  mines  near  Monterey,  Tenn.,  owned 
by  General  John  T.  Wilder  and  U.  S.  Treasurer 
Treat,  together  with  other  eastern  capitalists,  a 
four-foot  vein  of  coal  of  the  finest  kind  has 
just  been  struck.  They  had  thought  of  aban¬ 
doning  the  mine  several  times. 

An  Ohio  syndicate  headed  by  W.  V.  Smith,  of 
Cleveland,  O.,  has  purchased  the  Clear  Creek 
Coal  Company  property  near  Crossville,  Tenn., 
on  the  Cumberland  plateau.  It  consists  of  6,000 
acres  of  coal.  Some  timber  property  is  included 
and  the  price  paid  was  $162,000. 

The  St.  Bernard  Mining  Company  of  this  city 
is  now  operating  four  delivery  stations.  Its 
mines  in  Hopkins  and  Webster  counties,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  are  in  fine  condition.  The  company  holds 
30,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  reserve,  and  after 
thirty  years  of  operation  has  never  had  a  strike. 

The  Bon  Air  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  which 
has  its  general  offices  in  Nashville,  reports  a  good 
demand  for  its  product  at  this  season.  The 
Eastland  mines  are  producing  steam  and  coking 
coal,  while  the  Bon  Air  and  Ravenscroft  mines 
are  getting  out  their  usual  output  of  domestic, 
gas  and  steam  making  coal. 

J.  D.  Rust,  an  experienced  mine  operator  of 
Tracy  City  and  coal  dealer  of  Chattanooga,  with 
associates,  has  purchased  coal  mines  at  Almy, 
Tenn,  Scott  county,  on  the  Tennessee  railroad, 
which  connects  with  the  Queen  &  Crescent.  The 
output  of  these  mines  at  present  is  nearly  200 
tons,  and  when  in  full  operation  will  multiply 
these  figures  several  times. 


Notice  has  been  given  that  the  co-partner¬ 
ship  of  Miller  &  Lontz,  of  South  Bend,  Ind., 
has  been  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  This 
is  succeeded  by  the  firm  of  Samuel  C.  Lontz 
&  Sons.  The  sons  are  Daniel  R.  and  Harley 
C.  Lontz.  An  arrangement  was  made  by  which 
Joseph  Miller  was  absolved  from  responsibility 
for  any  future  debts  of  the  firm. 
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Must  Pay  Cash. 


Dock  Companies  Will  Abandon  Six 
Months  Rule  in  Selling  Ex- 
Lake  Coal. 


When  the  lake  season  of  navigation  opens  this 
year  the  shippers  of  coal  by  the  northwest  will 
abandon  the  old  policy  of  carrying  open  accounts 
for  six  months  on  lake  coal  and  will  demand  set¬ 
tlement  of  all  bills  in  the  usual  time  of  thirty 
days.  This  was  decided  upon  at  a  meeting  of  the 
shippers  and  dock  interests  held  at  the  Auditor¬ 
ium  Annex  hotel  Tuesday,  last  week. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  shipping  and 
dock  companies  have  made  it  a  practice  for  a 
number  of  years  to  sell  lake  coal  all  during  the 
summer  and  to  permit  these  accounts  to  remain 
upon  for  a  matter  of  six  months.  The  object 
of  this  has  been  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  coal  in 
the  summer  and  especially  to  be  an  inducement 
to  the  dealers  to  take  in  coal  during  the  summer 
months  when  the  docks  have  to  be  unloaded 
quickly.  It  is  realized,  of  course,  that  there  is 
not  dock  space  enough  at  the  head  of  the  lakes 
to  accommodate  all  of  the  coal  sent  up  during 
the  season.  In  fact,  it  is  the  practice  normally 
to  fill  these  docks  about  three  times  a  year.  This, 
of  course,  could  not  be  done  unless  the  inland 
dealers  and  big  consumers  purchase  and  store  a 
part  of  their  coal  during  the  summer  months. 
It  was  found  that  some  inducement  would  have 
to  be  made  to  these  consumers  or‘they  would  not 
create  any  stocks.  The  shippers  of  anthracite 
were  credited  with  beginning  the  practice  of  giv¬ 
ing  six  months  time  on  accounts  because  the  an¬ 
thracite  shippers  either  had  to  do  something  of 
this  sort  to  get  the  coal  moving  or  increase  their 
dock  space.  This  practice  having  been  started 
by  the  anthracite  companies  was  adopted  by  the 
bituminous  shippers  with  the  result  that  the 
shipment  of  coal  into  the  northwest  has  been  on 
a  long  time  credit  basis  for  several  years. 

This  situation  was  discussed  very  fully  at  the 
meeting  of  the  dock  interests  and  the  coal  ship¬ 
pers  held  in  Chicago  last  week.  Practically  every 
big  shipping  company  and  practically  every  big 
dock  company  was  represented  at  this  meeting, 
and  after  a  full  discussion  it  was  almost  unani¬ 
mously  decided  that,  beginning  at  once,  all  sale 
of  coal  would  be  made  subject  to  thirty  day  col¬ 
lection. 

The  reason  for  this  stand  can  very  readily  be 
appreciated  when  a  statement  of  conditions  is 
made.  Last  year  the  movement  of  coal  to  the 
northwest  was  approximately  seventeen  million 
tons,  including  both  anthracite  and  bituminous. 
Counting  the  cost  of  production,  the  freight  rate 
to  the  lower  lake  ports,  the  loading  charge  at  the 
lake  ports,  the  lake  transportation  rates,  the  un¬ 
loading  charge  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  and  the 
dockage  charge  in  the  upper  lake  regions  is  a 
fair  statement  that  this  coal  stood  the  producers 
an  average  cost  of  three  dollars  per  ton.  A  lit¬ 
tle  problem  in  multiplication  will  show  that  this 
coal  standing  on  the  upper  lake  docks  represents 
a  cost  to  the  producer  of  $51,000,000.  .This 
amount  of  money  figured  at  four  per  cent  per 
annum  or  two  per  cent  for  six  months  means 
an  annual  charge  on  this  money  outstanding  of 
$1,010,000.  Making  very  liberal  reductions  for 
those  who  do  not  buy  on  that  basis  and  for  coal 
which  remains  unsold  until  the  winter  season,  it 
is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  the  interest  charge 
will  be  at  least  one  per  cent  or  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  all  the  coal  shipped  into 
the  northwest.  This  amount  of  money  the  dock 
companies  are  letting  go  merely  because  it  has 
become  the  custom  in  that  territory  to  charge 
no  interest,  even  though  the  bills  stand  for  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  six  months.  The  shipping  companies  and 
dock  companies  have  decided  to  lop  off  this  ir¬ 
regular  practice  abruptly  and  begin  with  the  open¬ 
ing  of  navigation  to  collect  their  bills  every  thirty 
davs. 

The  parties  to  this  agreement  are  all  of  the 
dock  companies  in  the  northwest  and  all  of  the 
shipping  companies  of  any  importance.  It  is  a 
reasonable  assumption  therefore  that  the  decision 
will  be  absolutely  final  and  that  the  action  will 
be  adhered  to  throughout  this  year. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  will  have 
any  influence  upon  the  amount  of  lake  coal  sold 


in  the  northwest  this  year.  Although  the  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  naturally  expect  that  some  coal 
which  has  heretofore  been  sold,  will  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  be  left  on  the  docks  until  there  is  a  more 
urgent  need  on  the  part  of  the  consumers  or  the 
dealer,  some  Illinois  operators  are  very  natur¬ 
ally  expecting  to  obtain  some  advantage  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this  action  by  being  able  to  sell  more 
coal  in  the  northwest  this  year,  especially  late 
in  the  season,  because  the  dock  companies  will 
not  have  supplied  all  requirements. 


May  Advance  Rates. 

Railroad  Presidents  Make  Preliminary 
Arrangements  to  Advance 
Classifications. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  railroad  presidents  of 
the  Trunk  Line  Association  was  held  in  New 
York  on  Monday.  At  this  time  the  question  of 
making  a  horizontal  advance  in  freight  rates  was 
under  discussion.  The  officers  of  the  trunk  line 
railroads,  that  is  of  the  territory  north  of  the 
Potomac  river  and  east  of  Pittsburgh  and  Buffalo, 
were  of  the  opinion  that  if  an  advance  in  freight 
rates  is  absolutely  necessary  it  will  be  required 
that  the  railroads  in  other  traffic  territories  join 
in  the  advance  or  the  movement  may  not  become 
effective. 

The  presidents  adjourned  without  very  definite 
action  expecting,  however,  a  discussion  by  the 
railroads  in  other  territories  and  united  action 
a  little  later  on  this  question.  The  increase  in 
freight  rates  is  to  be  accomplished  through  an 
advance  in  classification.  For  instance,  articles 
which  are  now  on  the  commodity  tariff  below  the 
sixth  class  will  take  the  regular  sixth  class  rate, 
or  at  least  near  to  it,  while  there  will  be  a  gen¬ 
eral  movement  against  commodity  tariffs  below 
the  various  classes.  It  is  intended,  if  possible, 
to  put  this  advance  in  freight  rates  into  effect 
by  the  1st  of  July  and  this  will  carry  probably 
an  advance  in  coal  rates.  The  details  as  to  what 
commodities  are  to  be  covered  is  to  be  left  with 
the  traffic  officials  and  rate  clerks  of  the  various 
lines.  This  question  will  be  urged  vehemently 
during  the  next  month  or  so  and  it  behooves  the 
coal  man  to  prepare  his  objection  and  make  it 
known  in  no  uncertain  terms. 

The  position  of  the  railroad  companies  is  prac¬ 
tically  this :  It  is  necessary  for  them,  in  order 
to  invite  investments  in  their  capital  stocks,  to 
increase  the  showing  of  net  earnings.  These  net 
earnings  influence  the  price  of  stocks  on  the 
New  York  exchange  and  unless  the  net  earnings 
are  constantly  on  the  increase  the  value  of  the 
stock  tends  to  decline.  As  long  as  the  stock  de¬ 
clines  no  one  cares  to  buy  and  the  distribution 
of  railroad  securities  is  practically  impossible. 
With  that  state  of  the  market  the  railroads  can 
not  obtain  money  with  which  to  carry  on  needed 
improvements  and,  of  course,  as  a  result  the 
whole  wheel  of  progress  is  compelled  to  stop. 

This  statement  is  made  by  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  and  shows  their  complete  reliance  on  the 
influence  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  to 
assist  in  the  flotation  of  their  capital  issues.  Net 
earnings,  can  be  influenced  only  in  one  of  two 
ways.  This  first,  of  course,  is  to  bringing  about 
economies  in  operation  which  would  entail  either 
a  change  in  operating  methods  or  a  reduction  in 
salaries  and  wages.  The  railroads  believe  now 
that  they  have  curtailed  operating  expenses  as 
far  as  it  is  economical  and  can  not  see  how  they 
can  reduce  salaries  and  wages  without  precipi¬ 
tating  labor  difficulties.  This  latter  would  defeat 
the  purpose  of  the  economy  and,  of  course,  is 
out  of  the  question.  The  only  other  way  that 
net  earnings  can  be  increased  is  to  advance  the 
carrying  charges.  In  other  words,  increase  the 
revenue  without  increasing  the  outlay. 

The  railroads  believe  that  the  resumption  of 
improvement  work  is  of  so  much  importance  to 
the  general  public  there  will  be  no  serious  com¬ 
plaint  to  an  increase  in  carrying  charges,  espe¬ 
cially  when  that  is  to  be  horizontal,  no  preference 
being  shown  to  any  line  of  the  industry.  It  is 
with  this  idea  in  view  that  the  railroad  presidents 
put  out  a  feeler  of  public  sentiment  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  an  expression  as  to  what  the  con¬ 
suming  public  would  think  of  paying  a  little  higher 
freight  rate  upon  any  commodity.  Just  why  the 


coal  men  and  the  coal  consumers  should  thus 
be  called  upon  to  pull  the  railroad  company 
out  of  a  financial  tangle  into  which  it  has  placed 
itself  is  not  very  clear.  The  railroads  make  a 
strong  appeal  but  it  is  a  question  whether  the 
appeal  is  strong  enough  in  these  times  to  induce 
the  coal  shippers  to  accept  a  higher  rate  of 
freight  merely  on  sentimental  grounds. 


Mr.  Henderson  Applauded. 

Following  the  resignation  of  Charles  E.  Hen¬ 
derson  as  second  vice-president  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Railway  Company  and  up 
until  1906  vice-president  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  the  Philadelphia 
North  American  gave  a  very  interesting  and 
elaborate  account  of  what  Mr.  Henderson  meant, 
not  only  to  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  railway, 
but  to  the  coal  company  and  to  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  the  entire  east.  Part  of  this  ani¬ 
mated  biography  is  as  follows : 

He  came  simply  as  a  business  man,  a  railroad 
man,  a  westerner  with  the  keenness  of  vision 
and  energy  of  action  that  change  an  empty  site 
into  a  thriving  city  in  the  west  in  less  time  than 
the  life  of  a  generation. 

He  came  to  a  road  in  the  throes  of  reorganiza¬ 
tion,  a  road  that  long  had  been  too  crippled  to  be 
ambitious.  Yet  he  set  instantly  about  a  work 
that  has  had  much  to  do  with  these  two  matters 
of  record :  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  the  freight  traffic  of  the  Reading  yielded 
a  gross  revenue  of  $15,990,707,  while  the  cor¬ 
responding  figures  last  year  were  $35,090,359. 

This  naturally  was  not  the  work  of  any  one 
man.  But  no  man  had  so  great  a  share  in  the 
accomplishment  as  Mr.  Henderson. 

The  plan  of  this  man  was  not  to  capture  old 
business  from  any  other  corporation,  but  to  cre¬ 
ate  new  business  for  the  city.  With  an  intra¬ 
state  railroad  for  his  only  tool  he  undertook  the 
development  of  a  foreign  commerce  that  then 
did  not  exist. 

He  saw  the  possibilities  of  Philadelphia  as  a 
port.  He  saw  the  millions  upon  millions  of 
freight  moving  in  both  directions,  moving  by  land 
and  by  water,  past  the  doors  of  this  city.  And 
he  went  to  work  to  attract  a  part  of  that  great 
tonnage  to  Philadelphia. 

He  built  the  great  Port  Richmond  yards.  It 
was  characteristic  of  his  foresight  that  he  con¬ 
sidered  a  perfect  shipping  terminal  the  first  need 
of  a  company  that  had  no  foreign  commerce. 

His  next  efforts  were  directed  to  inducing 
transatlantic  steamship  lines  to  inaugurate  reg¬ 
ular  freight  service  to  and  from  this  port  in 
connection  with  the  Reading  railway.  The  re¬ 
sult  has  been  that  twelve  years  from  the  time 
that  the  Reading  had  no  foreign  commerce  these 
steamships  load  regularly  at  Reading  piers :  the 
Hamburg-American,  to  Hamburg;  the  Allan,  to 
Glasgow;  the  Philadelphia-Transatlantic,  to  Lon¬ 
don  ;  the  Manchester  liners,  to  Manchester,  and 
the  Cosmopolitan,  to  Rotterdam,  Copenhagen, 
Dunkirk,  Christiania,  Stettin  and  the  Baltic  ports 
by  trans-shipment. 

And  this  road,  that  twelve  years  ago  had  no 
traffic,  last  year  saw  152  sailings  from  its  piers, 
against  150  regular  line  sailings  clearing 
from  other  piers  in  the  transatlantic  service. 

This  development  has  hurt  no  one.  The  com¬ 
pany’s  merchandise  commerce,  which  amounted 
last  year  to  1,744,420  tons,  was  diverted  from  no 
other  carrier.  It  is  an  example  of  new  blood  and 
broad  ideas  creating  new  commerce. 

It  is  this  fruition  of  a  work  that  began  twelve 
years  ago  from  nothing,  and,  without  affecting 
injuriously  in  any  way  the  traffic  of  the  great 
trunk  lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio,  resulted  last  year  in  this  compara¬ 
tively  small  road  doing  55  per  cent  of  the  export 
and  import  business  of  this  port. 

To  close  readers  of  The  North  American  this 
chapter  of  railroad  history  is  proof  of  every 
contention  we  have  made  concerning  the  physical 
advantages  of  this  city  over  every  other  port  on 
our  Atlantic  seaboard.  Those  who  have  not  fol¬ 
lowed  our  repeated  arguments  in  the  past  we 
urue  earnestly  to  inform  themselves  concerning 
what  this  one  quiet,  unobstrusive  railroad  offi¬ 
cial  has  done. 
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THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Market  Taking  Production 
Readily— Bituminous  Situation 
Shows  No  Improvement. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  April  23. 

The  movement  of  anthracite  this  month  is 
heavy  enough  to  take  all  of  the  production 
of  the  various  companies.  A  large  tonnage  is 
being  placed.  With  the  exception  of  broken, 
the  companies  are  finding  all  of  the  prepared 
sizes  in  active  demand.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  there  is  no  such  urgent  demand  for 
coal  as  is  usual  during  April.  Orders  in  sight 
will  take  care  of  output  up  to  the  latter  part  of 
May. 

All-rail  trade  is  good  and  the  car  supply 
has  been  ample.  From  now  on  there  may  be 
some  trouble  about  equipment,  as  the  cars  are 
distributed  widely  on  foreign  lines:  There 
may  not  be  serious  delay,  however,  in  having 
them  returned  to  the  mines,  as  most  of  the 
roads  are  very  short  of  other  tonnage,  and,  in 
their  effort  to  keep  per  diem  charges  down, 
they  will  make  great  effort  to  have  foreign 
cars  leave  their  lines  soon. 

The  lake  situation  is  puzzling  shipping  com¬ 
panies.  Last  year  this  trade  opened  up  about 
April  5.  At  that  time  many  boats  were  loaded 
at  Buffalo.  It  is  now  the  latter  part  of  April, 
and  not  a  boat  has  moved  from  Buffalo  yet.  It 
is  not  likely  that  any  will  move  before  the 
middle  or  latter  part  of  June.  The  boat  own¬ 
ers  do  not  look  for  return  cargoes  before  that 
time  and  refuse  to  transport  coal  until  they 
are  assured  of  return  cargoes.  Some  90,000 
or  100,000  tons  of  anthracite  have  accumulated 
at  Buffalo  and  this  is  being  loaded  into  boats 
upon  which  storage  charges,  said  to  be  at  the 
rate  of  7  cents,  will  be  paid.  Meantime,  the 
companies  will  fill  up  the  eastern  territory  with 
coal  and  when  the  lake  season  opens  they  will 
be  in  position  to  rush  tonnage  forward.  Some 
coal  is  now  going  all-rail  to  such  western 
points  as  lake  all-rail  coal,  but  the  bulk  of  the 
production  at  present  is  being  taken  in  the 
east. 

There  is  a  heavy  tidewater  movement  to  New 
England  ports,  as  both  the  weather  and  the 
low  vessel  rates  have  been  propitious.  Ves¬ 
sels  can  be  secured  at  most  any  price,  and  the 
movement  to  New  England  points  is  as  heavy 
as  in  former  seasons. 

All  the  collieries  and  washeries  are  being 
worked  on  full  time  this  month,  the  only  sus¬ 
pension  since  the  first  of  the  month  being  for 
Good  Friday  and  for  Monday  of  this  week, 
when  certain  miners  observed  a  church  holi¬ 
day.  For  the  rest  of  the  month  no  holidays  are 
scheduled. 

Retailers  are  taking  as  much  coal  as  they 
find  they  can  pay  for.  For  the  past  week,  the 
weather  in  certain  parts  of  the  east  has  been 
cold,  so  that  considerable  coal  has  gone  into 
immediate  consumption.  This  is  reflected  in 
the  demand  at  the  moment  for  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut. 

The  movement  of  steam  sizes  is  inactive,  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  way  of  production.  The  trade  is 
not  as  brisk  as  it  was  early  in  the  month,  and 
it  is  probable  that  some  lots  of  coal  can  be 
bought  below  circular.  The  smaller  demand  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  many  large  con¬ 
sumers,  who  had  coal  due  them  on  last  sea¬ 
son’s  contracts,  took  all  the  balance  due  them 
under  these  contracts  around  the  first  of  the 
month,  so  as  to  secure  the  lower  price  named 
in  last  year’s  contracts.  They  are  therefore  so 
loaded  up  with  coal  they  are  not  in  position 
to  take  on  any  more  now.  After  a  few  weeks 
these  stocks  will  be  worked  off  and  the  steam 
users  will  be  important  factors  in  the  market. 
Pea  coal  is  very  scarce,  and  is  one  of  the 
steam  sizes  which  is  not  long. 

The  Bituminous  Stiuation. 

No  improvement  is  noted  in  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  soft  coal  trade.  Some  contracts  are 
being  closed  each  week,  but  there  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  good  sized  ones  that  seem  to  hang  fire. 
Contractors  are  apparently  in  no  hurry  and 
it  is  likely  that  many  of  them  will  delay  for 


weeks  signing  contracts,  as  they  anticipate 
cheaper  coal.  Spot  business  is  quiet  and  pro¬ 
ducers  are  devoting  their  attention  to  trying  to 
sign  up  contracts.  On  those  contracts  already 
signed  first  shipments  are  not  going  forward 
with  the  promptness  of  other  seasons  and  the 
situation  all  around  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  consumption  of  coal  is  far  from  normal, 
as  the  manufacturing  industries  throughout  the 
east  are  still  working  on  restricted  time.  The 
public  utilities  companies  and  the  railroads  are 
about  the  heaviest  users,  although  the  latter 
are  not  taking  much  coal  now  because  they 
were  heavily  stocked.  Lack  of  traffic  has  also 
cut  down  their  fuel  needs.  From  week  to 
week  producers  have  been  hoping  for  a  return 
of  business  activity,  which  would  necessitate 
manufacturing  plants  running  on  full  time. 
Weeks  have  come  and  gone,  but  the  improve¬ 
ment  is  as  yet  hardly  noticeable.  Even  with 
restricted  mining,  it  seems  to  be  impossible 
to  keep  coal  from  accumulating  at  eastern 
ports,  and  especially  New  England  ports.  The 
New  York  and  lower  ports  are  pretty  free  of 
demurrage  coal,  though  some  lots  are  accu¬ 
mulating,  and  prices  are  being  cut  to  move 
them. 

In  New  England  the  New  River,  Pocahontas 
and  Georges  Creek  coals  seem  to  be  preferred, 
so  that  shippers  of  other  grades  are  not  having 
an  easy  time  in  making  sales.  The  lower  rates 
on  the  southern  coals  has  caused  them  to  in¬ 
crease  in  favor,  and  to  compete  with  these  coals. 
Of  course  the  producers  of  well  known  grades 
are  not  suffering  from  this  competition,  but  the 
shipper  of  average  grades  is  not  finding  it  easy 
to  make  sales. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  still  limited.  Some 
cargoes  are  going  that  way,  but  the  low  vessel 
rates  to  the  far  east  ports  are  about  as  much 
responsible  for  these  shipments  as  is  the  demand 
for  the  coal.  Consumers  are  sometimes  influ¬ 
enced,  by  the  low  freight  rates,  to  receive  con¬ 
signments  when,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
they  would  wait  until  the  need  for  the  coal  was 
apparent. 

The  situation  along  the  sound  is  unchanged. 
All  rail  trade  is  fairly  active,  with  car  supply 
ample  for  all  requirements.  Coal  is  coming  for¬ 
ward  from  mines  to  tide  on  fairly  good  time. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  quiet.  Coal  is 
being  offered  at  some  of  the  ports  at  ten  and 
fifteen  cents  a  ton  under  prices  which  prevailed 
last  week,  which  shows  that  some  shippers  have 
sent  coal  forward  without  first  having  obtained 
orders  for  it.  Good  grades  of  steam  coal  can  be 
bought  from  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  up  to  $2.60,  with 
well  known  grades  selling  around  $3.00  and  $3.10. 
Inferior  grades  can  be  bought  at  $2.30  to  $2.40. 
Harbor  boats  are  plentiful,  and  rates  are  around 
16  to  20  cents. 

The  vessel  market  is  very  weak,  large  schoon¬ 
ers  offering  for  cargoes  from  the  southern  ports 
to  Boston  as  low  as  50  cents.  We  quote  rates 
of  freight  as  follows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  Salem  and  Portland,  50  to  65  cents ;  Lynn, 
65  to  70  cents;  Saco,  $1.00;  Bath,  75  to  80  cents; 
Bangor,  75  to  80  cents ;  Gardiner,  80  cents ;  to 
sound  points,  50  to  60  cents;  from  New  York 
to  Boston  around  the  cape,  50  cents;  to  New 
Bedford,  45  cents ;  Providence,  40  cents ;  and 
New  Haven,  35  cents. 


Another  Mine  Explosion. 

On  Thursday,  at  Ellsworth,  Pa.,  an  explosion 
occurred  at  the  mine  No.  1  of  the  Ellsworth 
Coal  Company,  by  which  sixty  mine  workers 
were  imprisoned,  and  recent  reports  indicate  that 
four  men  lost  their  lives.  The  mine  in  question 
was  idle  during  the  suspension  of  all  the  mines 
in  western  Pennsylvania  while  the  wage  scale 
was  under  consideration  at  Toledo.  The  general 
belief  is  that  gas  had  accumulated  in  the  mine 
and  that  dust  also  had  collected  in  some  of  the 
working  places  and  that  the  explosion  followed 
an  effort  to  blow  down  some  coal.  Definite  in¬ 
formation  so  far  is  lacking.  After  several  hours’ 
search  on  Thursday  morning  four  bodies  were 
recovered  from  the  ruins,  but  the  rescue  work 
was  stopped  then  because  of  the  accumulation 
of  debris  and  the  fact  that  the  mine  was  on  fire. 
The  miners  are  reported  to  have  been  too 
far  in  the  mine  to  have  escaped  the  effect 
of  the  fire  and  the  effects  of  the  explosion. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  April  23. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— Activity  in  the  local  anthracite  market  reported 
last  week,  continues,  though  the  demand  cannot 
be  said  to  have  greatly  increased.  Line  order 
business  took  a  sudden  spurt  with  the  issuance 
of  the  new  circular,  for  dealers  are  invariably 
anxious  to  take  advantage  of  the  April  low  prices. 
But  this  year  there  has  been  less  activity  than 
usual,  because  of  the  fact  that  a  mild  winter 
has  left  a  fair  supply  on  hand  in  the  bins,  and 
the  present  orders  are  not  of  the  emergency 
class,  which  are  usually  very  plentiful  at  this 
season. 

This  question  of  urgency  is  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  market  of  April,  1908,  and  that  of  1907. 
Hie  inducement  to  energy  displayed  by  the  trade 
is,  therefore,  due  entirely  to  economic  sentiment 
and  not  to  actual  requirements  of  the  present. 
Coal  of  all  grades  is  in  good  supply,  mine  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  month  being  up  to  the  average  and 
forwarding  being  free.  With  the  prospect  of  a 
strong  lake  demand,  once  the  season  is  opened, 
operators  are  getting  forward  large  stocks  and 
when  business  really  opens  for  the  season,  they 
will  be  prepared  to  meet  conditions  without  any 
unnecessary  delay. 

In  the  conditions  of  lake  commerce  Buffalo 
presents  a  very  different  aspect  than  was  the 
case  last  April.  Although  there  was  unusually 
heavy  season  chartering,  there  has  been  very  lit¬ 
tle  loading  so  far.  There  is  probably  not  over 
120,000  tons  afloat  in  the  harbor  today,  and  not 
a  boat  has  cleared.  On  Tuesday  night  the  lights 
were  exposed  in  the  harbor  for  the  first  time.  At 
this  time  last  year  seventy-five  boats  had  cleared 
and  something  like  300,000  tons  had  been  started 
up  the  lakes.  The  total  shipment  for  April  was 
upwards  of  400,000  tons.  From  present  indica¬ 
tions  the  starting  of  the  first  boats  will  be  de¬ 
layed  even  later  than  predicted  last  week.  Local 
independent  shippers  and  vessel  owners  declare 
that  not  a  boat  will  start  until  the  middle  of  May. 
A  meeting  of  these  owners  is  to  be  held  in 
Cleveland  on  Mav  12,  to  decide  upon  the  date  of 
starting,  so  it  will  be  observed  that  no  energy 
is  shown.  There  is  every  indication  that  the 
lake  fleet  will  be  much  smaller  than  usual.  An 
official  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  is  authority  for  the 
statement  that  it  is  not  likely  that  more  than 
two  boats  of  that  line  will  start  with  the  season’s 
opening,  and  after  that  the  number  to  go  into 
commission  will  be  governed  entirely  by  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  trade. 

Settlement  of  the  trouble  between  the  members 
of  the  Lake  Carriers’  Association  and  their  engi¬ 
neers  and  the  signing  of  season  contracts  by  the 
men,  has  removed  one  element  of  uncertainty  re¬ 
garding  the  lake  trade.  There  is  to  be  no  delays 
which  can  be  traced  to  disagreements  of  this 
character.  When  the  owners  are  ready  and  busi¬ 
ness  warrants,  there  will  be  no  trouble  in  man¬ 
ning  the  boats.  No  company  outside  of  the 
Lackawanna  has  yet  done  any  loading. 

So  far  as  line  order  business  is  concerned,  there 
has  been  no  shortage  of  cars  and  prompt  filling 
of  orders  has  been  the  rule.  There  is  a  pretty 
strong  eastern  trade  and  the  Canadian  market, 
like  our  own,  is  taking  advantage  of  the  present 
low  prices.  It  is  doubtful  if  all  the  coal  ordered 
for  April  delivery  can  be  sent  to  its  destination 
in  the  prescribed  time.  With  the  exception  of 
pea  no  trouble  is  experienced  by  sales  agents  in 
filling  orders,  and  even  in  this  grade  there  is  no 
great  embarrassment.  Steam  sizes  are  not  in  ex¬ 
tremely  active  demand,  and  in  some  cases,  it  is 
reported,  concessions  have  been  made  to  pros¬ 
pective  buyers. 

The  Bituminous  Market. 

There  are  no  developments  of  moment  in  the 
bituminous  market.  There  is  a  continued  dull¬ 
ness  with  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  change  for 
the  better.  Mines  are  being  operated  on  short 
time  and  operators  are  not  anxious  to  increase 
output  because  the  prospects  are  for  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  industrial  depression,  and  no  market  for 
their  coal.  There  was  something  of  a  rush  for 
coal  before  the  mining  question  was  settled,  in 
anticipation  of  possible  trouble,  but  it  was  only  a 
spasm  which  quickly  expended  itself. 
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Boston'  ]T  rade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  April  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  a  good  tonnage  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  coming  forward  this  month,  and  it  now 
looks  as  if  some  orders  for  April  delivery  will 
not  be  near  filled,  which  will  necessitate  a  good 
amount  of  tonnage  being  carried  over  for  May 
delivery.  Further  than  the  latter  part  of  May, 
dealers  do  not  care  to  prophesy,  but  many  of 
them  believe  that  the  demand  will  be  pretty  well 
satisfied  after  the  latter  part  of  next  month. 

The  only  thing  that  hinders  most  retailers 
from  laying  in  a  heavier  supply  of  coal  at  the 
April  price  is  their  inability  to  finance  their 
purchases.  For  the  last  week  the  weather  has 
been  rather  cold,  so  that  considerable  coal  has 
gone  into  consumption.  Householders,  however, 
are  not  buying  for  replenishing  their  bins  as 
yet,  as  the  reduced  prices  have  not  yet  been 
named  by  the  retailers,  though  it  is  reported  that 
some  of  the  retailers  have  announced  a  fifty  cent 
a  ton  reduction  to  take  place  this  week.  Usually 
the  summer  reduction  is  around  25c  a  ton,  but 
it  is  thought  that  by  making  the  heavier  reduc¬ 
tion  for  this  season,  that  the  consumers  will 
start  in  at  once  to  laying  in  their  stocks. 

The  bituminous  trade  is  still  flat.  While  some 
contracts  are  being  closed  each  week,  there  is  no 
great  rush  on  the  part  of  consumers  to  cover. 
Some  of  the  big  railroads  have  not  yet  con¬ 
tracted.  Many  of  them  have  big  stocks  of  fuel 
still  on  hand.  The  lower  prices  on  New  River 
and  Pocahontas  coals  this  spring  has  given 
shippers  of  these  coals  a  decided  advantage  in 
the  New  England  trade  and  to  compete  with 
these  coals  shippers  of  Pennsylvania  coals  are 
forced  to  make  concessions  which  were  not 
necessary  in  former  seasons.  Pennsylvania  coals 
are  offered  at  $2.15  up  at  Philadelphia,  which 
with  a  freight  rate  of  50  to  60  cents,  puts  them 
on  this  market  at  around  $2.65  and  $2.75.  Better 
grades  sell  at  25  to  50  cents  above  these  figures. 

Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals,  the  contract 
price  for  which  is  $2.60  at  the  Roads,  are  now 
coming  here  under  very  low  vessel  rates,  aver¬ 
aging  around  55  and  60  cents,  so  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  consumer.  All 
rail  business  is  very  slack.  In  Boston  harbor, 
early  in  the  week  there  were  some  45,000  or 
50,000  tons  of  coal,  probably  half  of  which  was 
unsold.  The  coal  on  hand  which  is  not  under 
orders  is  fast  reaching  the  demurrage  stage, 
and  unless  the  spot  demand  increases  soon  we 
are  likely  to  have  some  cheap  cargoes  offered. 
The  trade  just  at  this  time  would  dislike  very 
much  to  see  a  repetition  of  the  sacrifice  sales 
which  were  made  here  during  the  winter  months 
to  move  demurrage  cargoes. 

Vessels  are  so  plentiful  that  they  are  being 
offered  as  low  as  50  cents  from  the  Roads  to 
Boston.  The  prevailing  rates  from  the  lower 
ports  is  around  55  to  60  cents  from  the  Roads, 
and  60  to  65  cents  from  Baltimore.  From  Phila¬ 
delphia  50  to  60  cents  is  the  range,  with  a 
like  rate  to  the  sound  ports.  Some  vessels  have 
been  in  port  as  long  as  three  months  without 
being  able  to  secure  charters,  which  indicates 
that  there  is  a  light  tonnage  of  coal  moving. 


News  Briefs. 

J.  H.  Davison,  of  Garfield  &  Proctor  Coal 
Company,  visited  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  last  week. 

President  James  L.  Richards,  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  took  a  trip  down  to 
Baltimore  late  last  week  on  the  steel  collier 
Malden. 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  contributors  to  the 
relief  fund  for  the  Chelsea  fire  sufferers  it  is 
noticed  that  the  various  coal  companies  have 
made  liberal  contributions.  Among  some  of 
those  contributing  large  amounts  was  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Coal  Company,  who  subscribed  $50u. 

Mortimer  D.  Williams,  New  England  sales 
agent  for  Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  is  acting  as 
assistant  skout  for  the  Order  Kokoals,  and  he 
and  Skout  A.  A.  White  are  planning  to  have 
two  large  koruskations  in  New  England  in  the 
near  future.  One  will  be  held  at  Portland, 
Maine,  and  the  othdr  at  Nashua,  N.  H.,  the  dates 
to  be  announced  later. 


THE  STACK  DIAMOND. 


Vice-President  Byrnes,  of  the  New  Haven  rail¬ 
road,  announces  that  his  company  is  contemplat¬ 
ing  putting  on  a  line  of  vessels  from  Galveston 
to  Boston,  and  also  building  colliers  to  carry 
coal  from  the  South  to  New  England,  because 
it  is  believed  that  the  system  would  result  in 
quicker  and  more  satisfactory  handling  of  busi¬ 
ness. 

Manufacturing  plants  throughout  New  England 
are  still  curtailing  their  output,  which  in  a  great 
measure  accounts  for  the  slack  demand  for  fuel. 
Practically  all  the  cotton  mills  in  Fall  River 
have  decided  to  adopt  a  drastic  policy  of  cur¬ 
tailing  production.  It  is  estimated  that  the  out¬ 
put  this  week  will  be  less  than  the  normal  by 
nearly  125,000  pieces.  The  Pocasset,  Seaconnet, 
Stafford,  Union,  Barnaby,  the  seven  mills  of  the 
Fall  River  Iron  Works  Company  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Print  Works  have  shut  down  for  a  week, 
and  twenty  other  corporations  are  on  short  time. 
The  four  mills  of  the  New  England  Cotton  Yarn 
Company  are  running  three  days  a  week  and 
the  American  Thread  Company’s  plant  five  days. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  April  23. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Very  little  change  is  to  be  re¬ 
ported  in  either  the  anthracite  or  soft  coal 
situation.  It  is  the  busy  season  with  the  an¬ 
thracite  operators  and  they  are  moving  the 
capacity  of  their  operations  this  month  with 
ease,  but  after  about  June  1  they  may  either 
have  to  curtail  production  or  create  stock 
piles. 

Many  soft  coal  consumers  are  as  yet  uncon¬ 
tracted,  but,  as  dealers  report,  the  signing  of 
a  contract  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the 
coal  named  therein  will  be  taken.  So  far, 
those  consumers  who  have  contracted  are  tak¬ 
ing  but  little  coal.  The  New  England  field, 
which  Philadelphia  operators  work  very  thor¬ 
oughly,  is  taking  but  little  coal  now.  With 
vessel  rates  the  lowest  known  at  this  season, 
it  is  impossible  to  interest  consumers,  and 
this  would  indicate  that  they  either  have 
large  surplus  stocks  on  hand  or  they 
have  no  use  for  the  coal.  Some  of  the  south¬ 
ern  railroads  are  reported  as  signing  up  a 
few  contracts,  but  the  tonnages  are  not  heavy, 
and  the  prices  are  said  to  be  so  low  that  the 
seller  will  never  know  how  he  comes  out  of 
the  deal  until  the  last  ton  shall  have  been  de¬ 
livered  and  paid  for.  Line  trade  is  inactive, 
while  the  local  situation  shows  no  improve¬ 
ment. 


News  Notes. 

A  party  of  Philadelphia  coal  operators,  com¬ 
posed  of  Thomas  McElwell,  Wilfred  Lewis 
and  E.  S.  Lewis,  have  been  inspecting  their 
holdings  of  large  tracts  of  coal  lands  in 
Greene  county,  Pa. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  is 
said  to  have  eighteen  or  twenty  new  boats 
laden  with  coal  at  Mauch  Chunk  ready  to 
come  to  this  city  as  soon  as  navigation  is 
started  up. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  is  still  laying  off 
men.  The  company  wants  the  working  force 
reduced  to  100,000,  and  will  soon  have  it  down 
to  that  figure.  About  a  month  ago  there  were 
103,000  employes  on  the  company’s  payroll. 
The  total  force  in  busy  times  numbers  128,000. 

The  Lehigh  &  New  England  has  awarded 
contracts  to  the  Pennsylvania  Steel  Company 
for  the  erection  of  two  steel  bridges,  one  over 
the  Delaware  at  Portland  and  the  other  over 
the  Paulius  Kill,  near  Hainesburg  Junction,  N. 
J.  The  company  has  increased  its  recent  or¬ 
der  to  the  Cambria  Steel  Company  for  coal 
cars  from  250  to  300.  ' 


The  announcement  comes  from  Manitowoc 
that  John  G.  Johnson,  founder  of  the  J.  G. 
Johnson  Company,  dealers  in  coal,  wood,  lime, 
cement  and  ice,  has  retired  from  the  company, 
disposing  of  the  stock  he  held  to  Charles  Spind- 
ler,  one  of  the  other  stockholders.  Mr.  Johnson 
will  move  to  California  in  May  and  contemplates 
engaging  :in  fruit  farming.  Ill-health  of  both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  is  given  as  the  reason  for  his 
retirement  from  the  firm. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  23. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  week  has  been  the  dull¬ 
est  in  many  months.  It  has  been  hard  to  sell 
coal  at  any  price  other  than  an  absolute  sacri¬ 
fice,  and  there  is  undoubtedly  a  most  pessimistic 
feeling  in  the  trade  over  existing  conditions. 

One  of  the  most  regrettable  features  has  been 
the  absolute  flatness  of  the  opening  of  the  con¬ 
tract  season.  Nearly  every  big  cosumer  seems  to 
be  holding  off  for  the  whole  or  a  part  of  his 
supply.  Many  openly  declare  that  they  will  get 
coal  even  lower  than  the  prices  now  being  of¬ 
fered,  even  though  the  present  rate  is  ruinous. 
The  coal  men  say  that  the  lowest  point  has  been 
reached  and  that  the  consumer  would  be  wise 
to  get  in  now.  Whether  enough  of  them  will 
take  this  view  of  the  situation,  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture,  to  bolster  up  the  market  somewhat  remains 
to  be  seen.  It  would  seem  that  natural  condi¬ 
tions  must  sooner  or  later  aid  the  coal  trade  to 
rise  above  a  mere  struggle  to  sell  coal  at  rates 
that  will  meet  actual  production  costs.  While 
many  industries  are  idle  or  on  short  time,  there 
has  already  been  such  a  consumption  of  the  over¬ 
production  of  the  past  that  activity  in  the  near 
future  along  certain  lines  seems  assured. 

The  lake  situation  is  by  no  means  as  promis¬ 
ing  as  had  been  hoped.  Agents  of  local  con¬ 
cerns,  who  have  recently  returned  from  the 
field,  report  that  they  found  a  feeling  of  gen¬ 
eral  apathy  in  the  region.  The  shipments  to  lake 
ports  from  here  will  not  be  as  heavy  this  spring 
as  last,  and  it  promises  to  be  some  time  before 
existing  stocks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  are  de¬ 
pleted. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Charter  rates  have  remained  unchanged  for 
the  week,  Boston  being  quoted  at  sixty-five  cents 
and  Portsmouth  at  seventy  cents. 

C.  W.  Hendley,  of  the  C.  W.  Hendley  Coal 
Company,  has  returned  from  a  southern  trip. 
Conditions  south  are  said  to  be  just  as  flat  as 
they  are  in  the  east  generally. 

The  treasury  department  has  asked  for  bids 
for  furnishing  500  tons  of  anthracite  coal  for  the 
United  States  custom  house  here.  Bids  will  be 
received  until  Thursday,  May  21. 

The  only  rapid  coal  loading  barge  in  the  har¬ 
bor  was  destroyed  here  this  week.  It  was  used 
for  bunkering  ships  and  was  owned  by  the  Rapid 
Coal  Loading  &  Towing  Company.  The  barge 
caught  fire  while  lying  next  to  the  big  Western 
Maryland  railroad  piers  at  Port  Covington,  and 
it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  firemen  saved  the 
piers.  The  barge  cost  $30,000  and  was  insured. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the 
road  for  the  week  ending  April  18,  and  previously 
during  the  year: 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land. 

Week  ending  April  15,  190S...  9,973  5,521 

Corresponding  week  in  1907...  21,906  19,082 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 195,469  112,404 

Corresponding  period  in  1907.  .  312,654  234,230 

Total  for  week . 

Decrease  for  week . 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date... . 

Decrease  to  date . 


Total. 

15,495 

40,989 

307,874 

546,884 

15,495 

25,494 

307,874 

239,010 


Erie  Railroad  Company. 

/  The  Erie  Railroad  Company  submits  the  fol¬ 
lowing  financial  statement  for  all  lines  for  the 
month  of  February : 

February — -  1908.  1907.  Decrease. 

Gross  earnings. $  3,223,264.02  $  3,750,645.82  $  527,381.80 
Working  exp..  3,027,647.95  3,039,108.21  11,460.26 


Net  earn’gs .  $  195,616.07  $  711,537.61  $  515,921.54 

Included  in  the  expenses  is  one-twelfth  of  the  entire 
taxes  of  the  year;  also  one-twelfth  of  the  annual  deprecia¬ 


tion  of  equipment. 

Eight  months —  1908. 

Gross  earnings .  $34,411,224.39 
Working  exp...  28,637,571.48 


Net  earn’gs.  $  5,773,652.91 
"Increase. 


1907.  Decrease. 

$34,901,850.87  $  490,626.48 
25,263,382.30  ‘3,374,189.18 


$  9,638,468.57  $3,864,815.66 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


The  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  is  planning 
to  reopen  the  Keystone  coal  tract  at  Locust  Dale, 
near  Ashland,  and  will  erect  a  breaker  at  that 
point. 

The  Hayward  Company,  manufacturers  of 
coal  handling  machinery,  have  moved  their  of¬ 
fices  from  No.  97  Cedar  street,  New  York,  to 
the  new  Hudson  Terminal  buildings. 

Baseball  enthusiasts  among  the  coal  trade  at 
No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  are  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  lull  in  trade  these  pleasant  afternoons 
and  are  taking  in  the  national  game. 

Thomas  Ward,  the  retail  coal  dealer  with 
pockets  at  Seventy-ninth  street  and  North 
River,  New  York,  will  be  located  at  his  new 
offices.  No.  218  West  Sixty-third  street,  after 
May  1. 

The  United  States  government  is  collecting- 
samples  of  anthracite  coal  for  analysis  and  com¬ 
parisons  with  bituminous  coal  from  various  parts 
of  the  United  States  at  the  government  fuel 
testing  nlant. 

The  offices  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal 
Agency  Company  have  been  removed  from  No. 

1  Broadway,  New  York,  to  the  Cortland  build¬ 
ing  of  the  Hudson  Terminal  Company,  No.  30 
Church  street. 

The  Southern  Cotton  Oil  Company,  No.  24 
Broad  street,  New  York,  is  asking  for  bids  on 
about  90,000  tons  bituminous  coal,  to  be  delivered 
to  its  numerous  southern  mills  between  August, 
1908,  and  February,  1909. 

H.  G.  Streat,  of  the  Curtis-Blaisdell  Com 
pany,  New  York,  has  purchased  the  coal  yard 
formerly  operated  by  Robitzek  &  Stumpf,  One 
Hundred  and  Fiftieth  street  and  Harlem  River, 
New  York,  and  will  put  his  son,  Herbert 
Streat,  Jr.,  in  charge  of  same. 

Tuttle  &  Remsen,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  have  in¬ 
corporated  to  deal  in  coal  and  wood.  Capital 
stock  $10,000.  Directors  are  Louis  S.  Tuttle, 
No.  675  East  Twenty-fourth  street;  T.  Schenck 
Remsen,  No.  4  Remsen  place,  and  Isabella 
Aldridge,  of  Chazy,  Clinton  county,  N.  Y. 

Francis  R.  Sayre  died  last  week  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  Pa.,  where  for  more  than  sixty  years 
he  had  been  connected  with  the  Lehigh  Coal 
&  Navigation  Company.  He  was  eighty-six 
years  of  age,  and  was  a  brother  of  W.  H. 
Sayre,  first  vice-president  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
Company. 

John  C.  Haddock,  the  well-known  anthracite 
coal  operator,  at  Plymouth,  Pa.,  has  been  ten¬ 
dered  the  congressional  nomination  at  the 
hands  of  the  Democrats  of  his  district,  which 
honor  he  declines,  owing  to  personal  obliga¬ 
tions  and  duties,  which  he  says  are  paramount 
and  sacred. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  is 
having  two  new  ocean-going  barges  built  at 
the  Robert  Palmer  yards  at  Noank,  Conn.,  of 
1,200  and  1,400  tons  respectively.  The  build¬ 
ing  of  these  two  barges  has  been  made  neces¬ 
sary  by  the  increasing  tidewater  tonnage  of 
the  “Old  Company.” 

It  is  reported  from  Pottsville,  Pa.,  that  as 
soon  as  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  can  place  a  large  loan,  negotiations  for 
which  are  now  under  way,  it  will  erect  in 
Pottsville,  an  office  building  of  large  dimen¬ 
sions,  which  will  be  used  as  headquarters  for 
the  D.  &  H.  and  other  coal  companies  doing 
business  in  the  county. 

In  his  report  for  the  three  months  ending 
March  31  of  this  year,  which  he  has  just  sent  to 
Mayor  McClellan,  Patrick  Derry,  chief  of  the 
bureau  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  city  of 
New  York,  reports  having  inspected  sixty-four 
coal  scales  and  having  found  but  fourteen  vio¬ 


lations.  Out  of  seventy-five  coal  wagons  in¬ 
spected,  eight  violations  are  reported. 

Daniel  A.  Pearsall,  of  Brownsville,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  was  arrested  in  New  York  this 
week,  charged  with  the  embezzlement  of 
$13,000.  Pearsall  was  treasurer  of  the  Moore- 
head  Coal  Company,  of  Fayette  County.  The 
complaint  alleges  that  he  defrauded  the  stock¬ 
holders.  Police  had  been  looking  for  him  since 
August,  1906.  He  was  held  to  await  extradi¬ 
tion. 

The  Panama  railroad  has  not  yet  announced 
to  whom  the  contract  for  bunkering  coal,  bids 
for  which  were  opened  several  weeks  ago,  will 
be  awarded.  The  contract  for  some  300,000  tons, 
bids  for  which  were  opened  some  six  weeks  ago. 
was  divided  up  between  Castner,  Curran  &  Bul- 
lit,  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Company,  and 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Company. 

The  George  M.  Morrell  Company  has  been 
incorporated  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  with  capital  of 
$200,000  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  late 
G.  M.  Morrell,  who  was  for  many  years  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  coal  transportation  business,  with 
offices  at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York.  In¬ 
corporators  in  the  company  are:  Sarah  E. 
Morrell,  Clarence  P.  Morrell  and  Robert  W. 
Morrell. 

The  Markle  interests  about  Hazelton,  Pa., 
have  been  incorporated  as  three  corporations 
at  Harrisburg.  The  corporations  are  to  be 
known  as  the  G.  B.  Markle  Company,  to  mine 
coal;  the  Jeddo  Tunnel  Company,  which  con¬ 
trols  the  famous  tunnel,  and  the  Jeddo  Supply 
Company.  George  B.  Markle  is  the  chief 
stockholder.  It  is  understood  that  the  capital 
stock  will  be  increased. 

Henry  W.  Kingsbury,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Stevens  Coal 
Company,  of  Pittston,  succeeding  the  late  J. 
Amherst  Wisner,  who  died  in  Brooklyn  a  few 
weeks  ago.  Mr.  Kingsbury  will  combine  the 
offices  of  president  with  that  of  general  man¬ 
ager.  He  was  formerly  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
pany  as  well  as  general  manager,  but  now  the 
position  of  secretary  will  be  held  by  John  A. 
Fritz,  of  Scranton,  one  of  the  stockholders. 

From  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  by 
Senator  Burkett,  it  is  indicated  that  the  resolu¬ 
tion  offer  by  Senator  Elkins  to  extend  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  commodities  clause  of  the  rail¬ 
road  rate  bill  to  January  1,  1910,  may  be  op¬ 
posed  when  it  comes  up  for  passage.  The  bill 
by  Mr.  Burkett  proposes  to  change  the  exten¬ 
sion  to  January  1,  next.  The  railroads  will 
oppose  the  Burkett  bill  on  the  ground  that 
it  will  limit  too  much  the  time  required  for  the 
litigation. 

This  week  seems  to  be  moving  week  for  the 
numerous  New  York  concerns,  who  are  taking 
up  quarters  in  the  new  Hudson  Terminal  build¬ 
ings.  As  a  result  of  the  move  of  some  of  the 
large  corporations  to  the  new  buildings,  con¬ 
siderable  office  space  is  left  vacant  in  some  of  the 
office  buildings  on  lower  Broadway.  Until  busi¬ 
ness  revives,  it  is  not  believed  that  all  of  these 
buildings  will  be  able  to  procure  tenants  for  all 
of  their  space. 

John  A.  Mentzner,  president  of  the  Bens- 
creek  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Hollidaysburg, 
Pa.,  and  one  of  the  leading  coal  operators  of 
the  Allegheney  mountains,  has  assigned  to  J. 
G.  Shope  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  Mr. 
Mentzer  recently  won  a  suit  against  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  Company  to  recover  for  coal 
rebates  made  to  his  business  competitors.  He 
invested  the  proceeds  of  the  lawsuit  in  a  Cali¬ 
fornia  gold  mining  company,  and  this,  it  is 
said,  caused  his  failure. 

Burns  Brothers,  wholesale  and  retail  coal 
dealers.  New  York,  have  removed  their  offices 
from  the  Havemeyer  Building,  No.  26  Cortland 
street,  to  the  new  Hudson  Terminal  buildings, 
where  they  occupy  a  large  suite  of  rooms  on 


the  fourteenth  floor  of  the  north  building. 
Burns  Brothers  are  the  largest  retail  coal 
dealers  in  the  country,  and  they  have  such  a 
large  organization  that  they  require  a  large 
area  of  floor  space  to  provide  room  for  their 
numerous  clerical  force. 

A  Pottsville  report  says  that  the  demands 
which  will  be  made  upon  the  anthracite  coal 
operators  by  the  miners  next  April,  were  dis¬ 
cussed  at  meetings  of  the  mine  organizations 
local  meetings  on  Sunday.  A  strong  setiment 
was  found  in  favor  of  fixing  the  scale  for  ten 
years,  which  would  bring  a  long  period  of  as¬ 
sured  industrial  peace  to  the  anthracite  region. 
Mine  leaders,  however,  fear  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  get  the  operators  to  agree  upon 
a  good  rate  of  wages  for  such  a  long  period. 

Returns  to  the  United  States  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey  representing  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the 
Portland  cement  production  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1907,  indicate  that  the  total 
output  of  Portland  cement  in  the  last  calendar 
year  was  approximately  48,000,000  barrels,  as 
compared  with  46,463,424  barrels  in  1906  and 
35,258,812  barrels  in  1905.  The  increase  in 
production  in  1907  over  1906  was  below  the  av¬ 
erage  of  previous  annual  gains,  which  is  said 
to  have  been  the  result  of  general  business  de¬ 
pression  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

McWilliams  Brothers,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  owners  of  the  “Red  Ball”  line  of  tugs 
and  barges,  which  are  engaged  in  coal  trans¬ 
portation  along  Long  Island  sound,  this  week 
purchased  three  barges  from  the  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley.  These  barges  are  the  Bandit,  Balloon 
and  Barnegat,  each  of  650  tons  cargo  capacity. 
They  will  be  used  in  the  Pawtucket  service 
of  the  transportation  company.  The  Valley 
has  been  using  these  barges  in  its  Boston  serv¬ 
ice,  but  is  replacing  them  with  larger  barges, 
which  are  more  adapted  for  sea-going  service. 

Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  of  Nottingham,  re¬ 
ports  that  the  coal  output  of  that  part  of 
England  in  1907  increased  4,000,000  tons  over 
1906 — one-fourth  of  the  total  increase  in  the 
entire  kingdom.  He  adds:  “The  total  output 
of  the  kingdom  in  1907  was  267,828,276  tons. 
The  number  of  persons  employed  at  the  mines 
was  940,618 — an  increase  of  58,273  over  1906. 
The  demand  throughout  the  year  was  active, 
and  prices  and  wages  were  lucrative  to  all  con¬ 
cerned.  The  strike,  which  put  3,600  miners  out 
of  employment  in  Nottinghamshire,  has  been 
settled  by  an  amicable  compromise,  after  heavy 
losses  to  both  owners  and  employees. 

The  Pittston  Gazette  says  that  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Company  has  resumed  operations 
of  its  coal  storage  plant  at  Ransom  after  a  sus¬ 
pension  during  the  winter  season.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  reason  for  the  operation  of  the 
plant  just  now  is  not  so  much  the  need  of  the 
surplus  coal  as  the  necessity  for  removing 
some  coal  from  the  yard  in  order  to  make 
needed  repairs  to  the  trestling.  Throughout 
the  winter  there  has  been  stored  at  Ransom  a 
pile  of  coal  containing  112,000  tons.  The 
capacity  of  the  yard  is  500,000  tons.  All  sizes 
of  coal  are  piled  together,  and  when  the  coal 
is  removed  it  is  put  through  the  screening  and 
sizing  process  again,  exactly  as  is  done  at  the 
breakers.  A  modern  screening  plant,  operated 
by  electricity,  is  an  important  feature  of  the 
storage  plant,  and  all  coal  passes  through  it 
before  being  loaded  into  cars.  Thus  it  is  in  the 
best  of  condition  when  it  is  finally  shipped  from 
the  yard.  Some  50  cars  a  day  are  now  being 
shipped.  The  equipment  at  the  yard  for  the 
loading  of  box  cars  is  especially  fine.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  the  railroad  track  beneath  the 
chutes,  a  “cradle”  is  constructed,  by  means  of 
which  a  box  car  can  be  tipped,  first  on  one  end 
and  then  on  the  other.  This  makes  it  possible 
to  run  coal  to  the  ends  of  the  car  without  any 
need  of  shoveling  by  hand,  as  required  at  the 
colleries.  By  the  use  of  this  cradle  a  box  car 
can  be  loaded  at  the  storage  plant  in  the  short 
space  of  seven  minutes. 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


Incorporations  and  Extensions 


Right  of  Debtor  to  Specify  Applica¬ 
tion  of  Payment  —The  right  of  a  debtor, 
at  or  prior  to  making  a  payment,  to  di¬ 
rect  the  application  thereof  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  debt,  where  he  owes  more  than 
one,  and  the  corresponding  duty  of  a 
creditor  to  obey  the  command,  the  su¬ 
preme  court  of  Oregon  says  (Anderson 
vs.  Griffith,  93  Pacific  Reporter,  934), 
are  recognized  and  fully  established.  In 
the  absence  of  such  direction  the  cred¬ 
itor  may  apply  the  money  or  property 
received  to  any  lawful  demand  he  has 
against  the  debtor.  But,  in  speaking  of 
the  application  of  a  payment,  it  has  been 
said :  “It  could  not  be  made  to  a  spuri¬ 
ous  or  pretended  claim;  nor  to  an  im¬ 
moral  one,  like  a  gambling  contract; 
nor  to  usury,  for  that  is  forbidden  by 
statute.” 

Ordinary  Liability  with  Usual  Rate 
Implied. — Where  two  rates  are  pro¬ 
vided,  one  in  contemplation  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary  carrier’s  liability,  and  the  other 
a  less  rate  by  reason  of  a  limitation  of 
that  liability,  the  supreme  court  of 
Washington  says  (Harris  vs.  Great 
Northern  Railway  Co.,  93  Pacific  Re¬ 
porter,  908)  that  it  would  seem,  in  the 
absence  of  an  understanding  or  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  shipper  and  the  trans¬ 
portation  company,  that  the  carrier 
would  assume  the  ordinary  liability 
which  rests  upon  a  common  carrier  of 
goods,  and  that  the  usual  rate  for  carry¬ 
ing  said  goods  would  be  the  one  which 
the  law  implies.  In  other  words,  the 
lesser  rate  is  only  available  as  a  matter 
of  special  contract,  or  where  it  is  in¬ 
tended  and  understood  by  the  shipper 
and  carrier  to  apply  in  a  given  instance. 


Conclusiveness  of  Written  Agree¬ 
ments. — It  is  a  general  rule  of  evi¬ 
dence  that  oral  testimony  is  not  ad¬ 
missible  to  contradict  or  vary  the  terms 
of  a  written  contract,  but  oral  testi¬ 
mony  is  always  admissible  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  invalidating  a  written  instru¬ 
ment,  the  execution  of  which  was  se¬ 
cured  by  fraud,  or  by  misrepresentations 
as  to  the  contents  thereof  upon  which 
the  party  injured  thereby  had  a  right 
to  rely.  Therefore  the  supreme  court  of 
Oklahoma  holds  (T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co. 
vs.  Thesmann,  93  Pacific  Reporter,  977), 
that,  in  the  absence  of  misrepresenta¬ 
tion,  fraud  or  deceit,  a  party  to  a  trans¬ 
action  is  bound  by  the  written  evidence, 

I  to  the  agreement,  though  he  was  in  fact 
ignorant  of  its  contents.  But  where  the 
signature  to  the  agreement  is  induced  by 
the  misrepresentation  of  the  other  party 
as  to  its  contents,  and  the  signer  was 
ignorant  thereof,  he  may  introduce  oral 
evidence  of  contemporaneous  acts, 
declarations  and  conversations  to  show 
the  true  nature  of  the  agreement. 


When  Statements  of  Value  Amount  to 
False  Representations. — A  statement  of 
value  may  be  given  either  as  an  opinion 
or  as  a  statement  of  fact.  All  the 
authorities  agree  that,  if  a  statement  of 


value  is  given  as  an  opinion  merely,  it 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  foundation  for 
an  indictment.  But,  if  the  statement  is 
made  as  an  existing  fact,  when  the 
maker  of  it  knows  it  to  be  false  and 
intends  it  to  be  an  inducement  to  the 
other  party,  and  it  is  so  understood  and 
relied  upon  by  the  other  party,  then, 
the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  says  (Wil¬ 
liams  vs.  State,  83  Northeastern  Re¬ 
porter,  802),  it  becomes  a  false  repre¬ 
sentation  of  a  material  fact  for  which 
the  party  making  the  representation  is- 
indictable.  In  other  words,  when  one 
makes  a  representation  of  value  as  an 
existing  fact,  knowing  it  to  be  false  and 
intending  it  to  influence  another  to  part 
with  money  or  property,  and  the  other 
party,  relying  upon  such  representation, 
is  thereby  induced  to  part  with  money 
or  property  to  the  one  making  the  false 
representation  of  value,  such  facts  are 
sufficient  to  sustain  a  conviction  for  ob¬ 
taining  money  or  property  by  false  pre¬ 
tense. 


Modification  of  Contracts  to  /Ivoid 
Complications. — Where  parties  have 
been  doing  business  under  a  written 
agreement,  and  differences  and  contin 
gencies  arise  which  were  not  foreseen 
and  provided  for  by  the  agreement,  and 
they  thereafter  make  an  additional  or 
subsequent  agreement,  “in  order  to  avoid 
complications,”  and  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  a  basis  on  which  their  settle¬ 
ment  shall  be  had,  the  supreme  court  of 
Idaho  holds  (Russell  &  Barbour  vs. 
Lambert,  94  Pacific  Reporter,  54)  that 
the  consideration  for  the  latter  agree¬ 
ment  is  sufficient  in  law,  and  will  not 
be  disregarded  by  the  courts  for  want 
of  consideration,  although  no  pecuniary 
consideration  passed.  The  settlement 
of  disputes  and  fixing  a  basis  on  which 
such  settlement  shall  be  made  is  a  suffi¬ 
cient  consideration  for  an  agreement  or 
contract  of  compromise. 


Presumption  as  to  Alterations  in  Writ¬ 
ten  Instruments. — In  the  absence  of 
evidence  to  the  contrary  the  supreme 
court  of  Florida  says  (Cross  vs.  Aby, 
45  Southern  Reporter,  820),  an  altera¬ 
tion  in  a  written  instrument  w.ll  be 
presumed  to  have  been  made  contem¬ 
poraneously  with  the  execution  of  the 
instrument,  and  properly  made,  if  noth¬ 
ing  appears  to  the  contrary.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  the  court  considers  the  alteration 
suspicious  on  its  face,  such  presumption 
would  be  overcome,  and  the  burden 
would  rest  with  the  party  offering  the 
instrument  to  explain  it. 


Following  an  anonymous  letter  de¬ 
claring  that  unless  the  Champion  coal 
mine  at  Durango,  Colo.,  was  made  safe 
by  repairs  it  would  be  blown  up,  an  ex¬ 
plosion  in  the  mine  a  few  days  ago 
wrecked  the  mine  and  probably  fatally 
injured  three  of  the  miners.  The  cause 
of  the  disaster  is  being  investigated. 


The  Milo  Fuel  Company  of  Milo, 
Mass.,  has  been  incorporated  with  $5,- 
000  capital  stock  by  William  S.  Owen, 
Charles  F.  Bumps,  H.  W.  Owen  and 
M.  L.  Durgin. 

The  Lynn  Coal  Company  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  with  $10,- 
000  capital  stock.  The  incorporators  of 
the  company  are  Frank  W.  Pray  and 
J.  H.  Davidson. 

The  Geissler  Fuel  Company  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  has  been  incorporated  to 
conduct  a  general  wholesale  coal  busi¬ 
ness  by  Fred  L.  Geissler,  Edward  Neill, 
C.  W.  Swingley  and  others. 

The  D.  M.  Miles  Coal  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Barre,  Vt.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  company 
will  handle  coal,  ice,  grain  and  lumber 
at  both  wholesale  and  retail. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Potomac  Coal  Company,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  showing  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  S.  H. 
Foster,  G.  J.  Foster,  M.  G.  Foster,  S. 
W.  Harrison  and  Fred  H.  Schoedinger. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Lovell  Iron  &  Metal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Chicago,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $5,000.  The  incorporators  of 
the  new  company  are  R.  L.  Lovell, 
George  W.  Manierre  and  W.  T.  Under¬ 
wood. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Million  Points  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  The  con¬ 
cern  has  a  capital  stock  of  $150,000  and 
the  incorporators  are  George  J.  Bealey, 
Charles  Hardenberg,  W.  Irving  Antho- 
ney,  all  of  Jersey  City. 

The  Mount  Vernon  Coal  Company  of 
Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  to  conduct  a  general  coal 
and  wood  business.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  concern  is  $20,000  and  the  in- 
corpators  are  L.  M.  Wilson,  Robert  B. 


Gray,  Charles  V.  Peck,  all  of  New  York 
City. 

The  Luella  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
been  organized  at  Philippi,  W.  Va.,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $150,000.  The  chief 
works  of  the  concern  are  in  Barbour 
and  Pleasant  counties.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  of  the  new  concern  are  Hubert  M. 
Crawford,  W.  L.  Bowers,  T.  W.  Keigh¬ 
ley,  F.  W.  Newhall  and  John  T.  Rob¬ 
inson. 

A  corporation  known  as  the  George 
Hall  Coal  Company  of  Canada  has  been 
organized  under  the  laws  of  Canada  to 
erect  and  operate  a  large  coal  handling 
and  storage  plant  on  the  Wellington 
basin  in  Montreal.  Arthur  G.  Tates, 
president  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  & 
Pittsburgh  Railroad,  is  vice-president 
and  director  of  the  new  company. 


Western  Notes. 

The  Sherman-Lemke  Coal  &  Supply 
Company  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  has  filed 
an  amendment  to  its  charter  changing 
the  name  of  the  company  to  the  Lemke- 
Briggs  Electric  Company. 

The  No.  7  mine  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Coal  Company  at  Rock  Springs,  Wyo., 
has  been  reopened  after  a  long  shut¬ 
down.  The  company  has  reopened  the 
mine  to  replace  the  shortage  caused  by 
the  recent  explosion  in  the  No.  1  mine 
at  Hanna. 

An  amendment  to  the  charter  of  the 
Terre  Haute  Oil  &  Coal  Company  of 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  has  been  filed  in¬ 
creasing  the  capital  stock  of  the  concern 
from  $40,000  to  $100,000.  The  presi¬ 
dent  of  this  company  is  John  J.  Shea. 

At  a  conference  between  the  Montana 
Coal  Operators’  Association  and  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  that  state,  held 
a  few  days  ago  at  Helena,  an  agreement 
was  signed,  effective  until  September  1, 
under  which  all  possibility  of  strikes  is 
eliminated. 


G.  C.  BOWMAN 

(SOLE 

"RELIANCE” 

“Bock  If ou n tain” 

“Big  Vein  I.ehlgh” 

“Wilkes  Barre” 

And  other  grades  Anthracite 


MINER  and  SHIPPER 

ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

SHIPPER) 

"LOPEZ” 

mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 
“Best”  Lias 
“White  Oak”  (Steam 
And  other  grades  Bituminous 
Connellsville,  Latrohe,  Oallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS’ 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  arefirst  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Go. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 

SCRANTON  COAT 

8.  C.  SCHBNCK,  Agt. 


Soft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 
Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

C.  L.  DERING, 

When  you  buy  "SCRANTON” 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

each  invoice  from  this  office. 

IOOO-IO  Old  Colony 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

1 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  April  23. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — A  few  mines  are  at 
work  in  the  Hocking  Valley,  but  the 
official  resumption  of  activity  has  made 
little  change  from  the  production  stand¬ 
point.  There  is  nothing  in  sight  that 
will  cause  anything  like  a  general  move¬ 
ment  in  starting  the  mines  for  the  next 
five  or  six  weeks.  The  lake  trade,  upon 
which  dependence  is  ordinarily  placed 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  is  still  an  un¬ 
certain  factor,  except  that  the  season 
will  be  late  in  getting  under  v.ay.  Ves¬ 
sel  owners  have  made  no  formal  an¬ 
nouncement  as  to  when  they  will  move 
cargoes,  but  from  the  present  outlook 
they  will  not  begin  to  get  busy  before 
June  1,  at  the  earliest.  A  little  load¬ 
ing  at  some  of  the  Lake  Erie  docks  is 
causing  some  tonnage  to  be  moved 
northward,  but  the  situation  is  in  very 
unfavorable  contrast  with  the  same  pe¬ 
riod  last  year. 

Local  operators  believe  that  the  north¬ 
west  will  take  a  big  tonnage  this  season, 
in  spite  of  the  amount  of  coal  that  has 
been  carried  over,  and  that  after  the 
movement  begins  there  will  be  a  good 
summer’s  business,  provided  there  are 
no  hindrances  to  navigation.  No  very 
late  figures  have  been  received  here  on 
the  quantity  of  coal  now  on  docks  which 
receive  Hocking  Valley  fuel,  but  un¬ 
official  reports  are  to  the  effect  that 
the  situation  is  clearing  up  in  much 
better  shape  than  was  anticipated  some 
weeks  ago. 

Going  After  Business. 

A  number  of  concerns  are  out  with 
announcements  to  the  trade,  declaring 
themselves  ready  to  take  care  of  orders, 
now  that  the'  suspension  is  ended. 
Some  quote  prices  on  domestic  lump 
of  $1.25,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  new 
circular  will  be  issued  by  the  dominat¬ 
ing  companies  on  May  1.  Whether 
there  will  be  an  open  reduction  or  not 
is  yet  to  be  decided  upon.  In  case  there 
is  any  change  from  the  present  formal 
quotation  of  $1.50  the  price  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  made  $1.35.  One  favorable 
feature  of  the  market  is  that  there  is 
comparatively  little  storage  coal,  and 
while  the  demand  will  necessarily  re¬ 
main  light  until  the  stocking  season  be¬ 
gins,  dealers  will  be  found  well  cleaned 
up  and  ready  to  place  orders  more  freely 
than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  Those 
who  buy  early  will  have  the  benefit  of 
prices  which  will  yield  good  profits  when 
they  begin  to  move  the  coal  from  their 
bins. 

The  bulk  of  such  tonnage  as  is  mov¬ 
ing  through  the  hands  of  Columbus  job¬ 
bers  is  West  Virginia  run-of-mine, 
which  is  sold  at  so  close  a  figure  as  to 
make  it  not  much  of  an  object  either  to 
the  middle  man  or  the  producer,  except 
on  good  sized  contracts.  Not  many  of 
the  latter  are  available  just  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  The  price  ranges  around 
about  70  cents.  Hocking  mine -run  is 
being  offered  in  some  instances  at  $1, 
but  contracts  on  best  grades  are  being 
taken  at  as  high  as  $1.15.  The  aver¬ 
age  price  for  current  business  on  nur, 
pea  and  slack  is  75  cents.  The  resump¬ 
tion  of  work  relieves  some  producers  of 
the  necessity  of  crushing  up  lump  to 
meet  the  terms  of  their  fine  coal  con¬ 
tracts.  The  demand  for  this  kind  of 
coal  is  still  in  excess  of  the  supply.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  short  period  of  idleness  the 
Hocking  product  was  completely  cleaned 
up,  and  there  has  not  been  enough  ac¬ 


tion  at  the  mines  yet  to  make  much  of 
it  available. 

Settlement  Satisfactory. 

The  sentiment  among  small  operators 
and  jobbers  has  all  along  been  in  favor 
of  a  sixty  days’  suspension  for  the  good 
effect  it  would  possibly  have  on  the  mar¬ 
ket,  and  the  fact  of  an  agreement  having 
been  reached  at  Toledo  last  week  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  disappointment.  The 
"big  guns”  of  the  Hocking  trade  com¬ 
posing  the  operators’  committee,  who 
have  been  holding  meetings  and  joint- 
conferences  for  the  past  three  months, 
are  glad  that  the  strain  is  over  for  the 
next  two  years.  No  fear  exists  that 
the  referendum  vote  governing  the  time 
clause  will  miscarry,  as  the  miners’  olfi 
cials,  who  controlled  the  Toledo  joint 
convention,  will  be  able  to  handle  their 
constituency. 

The  chief  disappointment  to  the  oper¬ 
ators  lay  in  their  disability  to  obtain 
district  settlement  of  local  grievances 
in  advance  of  the  fixing  of  the  new 
scale,  as  it  is  felt  that  concessions  now 
will  be  hard  to  procure.  In  waiving  this 
demand  the  operators  have  pinned  con¬ 
siderable  faith  to  the  fairmindedness  of 
the  officials  and  leaders  of  the  various 
districts  in  correcting  abuses  which  are 
ackjnowledged  even  by  the  men  them¬ 
selves  to  be  unfair  to  their  employers. 
Whether  this  confidence  has  been  mis¬ 
placed  or  not  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is 
felt  that  the  miners  fared  much  better, 
in  being  asked  for  no  reduction,  during 
a  period  of  such  industrial  depression 
as  now  exists.  The  willingness  of  the 
operators  to  continue  the  old  scale, 
rather  than  precipitate  a  conflict,  was 
not  pure  philanthropy,  but  the  menace 
of  the  unorganized  fields,  which  were 
prepared  to  profit  to  the  fullest  extent 
by  a  big  strike,  made  such  an  act  ex¬ 
pedient. 


News  in  Brief. 

William  A.  Werner,  of  the  Werner 
Coal  Company,  Zanesville,  was  among 
the  week's  visitors  in  Columbus. 

Ford  Woods,  assistant  general  freight 
agent  of  the  Big  Four,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Indianapolis,  was  calling  upon 
the  coal  trade  here  last  week. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Company 
says  that  it  is  enjoying  an  increased 
business  on  its  Black  Nancy,  which,  on 
account  of  its  fine  stocking  qualities, 
is  bought  early  in  the  season. 

I  homas  D.  Huntington,  treasurer  of 
I  he  Middle  States  Coal  Company,  is  in 
West  Virginia,  attending  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  corporation,  held  at  the 
mines  in  the  Pocahontas  district. 

The  Maynard  Coal  Company,  the 
largest  jobbers  of  anthracite  in  this 
market,  report  a  greatly  increased  busi¬ 
ness  over  the  same  period  of  last  year, 
with  the  exception  that  April  deliveries 
are  a  little  slower  than  those  booked 
for  May  and  June. 

I  he  Flint  Ridge  Coal  &  Mining  Com 
pany,  among  the  organizers  of  which 
are  several  Columbus  men,  will  begin 
the  work  of  developing  a  cannel  coal 
property  located  in  the  neighboring 
county  of  Licking.  It  is  announced 
that  one  mine  will  be  equipped  and 
ready  to  load  coal  by  fall. 

I  lie  Hamilton  Maufacturing  Company 
of  this  city  says  that  the  first  test  of 
the  coal  storage  plant  which  it  has  in¬ 


stalled’  at  the  new  city  of  Gary,  Ind., 
was  made  this  week  and  proved  to  be 
in  every  way  satisfactory.  W.  E.  Ham¬ 
ilton,  president  qf  the  company,  was 
present  at  the  event.  The  company  has 
sold  a  machine  to  the  Nova  Scotia  Iron 
&  Steel  Company,  to  be  installed  at  its 
Canadian  plant. 

There  was  a  meeting  of  the  operators 
of  the  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  district  on 
Thursday  at  Pomeroy,  to  take  up  with 
their  miners  the  question  of  local  con¬ 
ditions,  which  vary  somewhat  from 
those  which  prevail  in  the  Hocking 
Valley.  Some  twenty  producers,  large 
and  small,  took  part  in  the  conference, 
the  Maynard  Coal  Company  being  the 
principal  Columbus  concern  interested. 
No  difficulty  is  anticipated  in  getting 
together,  as  the  meeting  is  simply  an 
echo  of  the  Toledo  sentiment.  This 
field  was  the  scene  of  the  most  serious 
local  strike  in  Ohio  last  year,  but  after 
a  tie-up  of  several  months  differences 
with  miners  were  adjusted  on  a  basis 
that  would  seem  to  assure  the  perma¬ 
nent  peace  of  that  important  mining 
center. 

Jay  Gaines,  late  sales  agent  for  the 
C.  M.  Anderson  Coal  Company,  left  on 
Tuesday  to  accept  an  important  position 
with  the  Rhoades  &  Beidler  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Cleveland.  It  is  with  regret 
that  Columbus  coal  circles  loses  Mr. 
Gaines,  but  the  best  wishes  for  his  suc¬ 
cess  follow  him  to  his  new  field  of 
action.  His  residence  in  Columbus  cov¬ 
ered  a  period  of  several  years,  and  for 
a  greater  portion  of  this  time  he  was 
manager  of  sales  for  the  Hisylvania  Coal 
Company.  In  addition  to  his  abilities 
as  a  coal  man  he  enjoyed  a  wide  popu¬ 
larity  on  the  strength  of  his  many  ad¬ 
mirable  personal  qualities.  Mr.  Gaines 
took  an  active  interest  iii  everything  per¬ 
taining  to  the  social  side  of  the  coal 
trade,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been 
local  Skout  of  the  Ivokoals.  In  this 
latter  capacity  it  is  understood  that  he 
will  probably  be  succeeded  by  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  of  the  Hamilton  Coal  Com¬ 
pany. 

Interest  now  centers  in  the  adjustment 
of  local  differences  in  the  several  coal- 
producing  districts  of  this  immediate 
territory.  While  there  are  no  issues 
pending  in  the  Hocking  field  that  are 
likely  to  produce  serious  friction,  both 
miners  and  operators  have  grievances 
that  will  be  passed  upon.  The  latter 
will  contend  for  greater  latitude  in  the 
right  of  discharge  for  certain  causes 
not  connected  with  the  enforcement  of 
union  regulations,  and  for  some  pro¬ 
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tection  against  the  annoyance  and  ex¬ 
pense  of  local  strikes,  which  in  many  in¬ 
stances  occur  when  there  is  the  great¬ 
est  demand  for  coal.  On  accoumt  of  the 
different  natural  conditions  which  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  thin-vein  section  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  field  the  same  rules  which  apply  to 
the  valley  generally  cannot  be  made  to 
govern  the  mines  here,  and  settlement 
will  likely  be  attended  with  greater  diffi¬ 
culty.  Predictions  are  made  that  it 
will  be  the  first  of  May  before  work  is 
resumed  about  Zanesville,  the  seat  of 
the  thin-vein  territory. 


Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

A  large  storage  pile  of  coal  belonging 
to  the  Soo  Railroad  at  Oslo,  Minn.,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  a  few  days  ago,  en¬ 
tailing  a  loss  of  about  $25,000. 

The  Summit  and  Cloverleaf  mines  at 
Linton,  Ind.,  which  have  been  undergo¬ 
ing  repairs  since  the  first  of  April,  have 
now  resumed  operations.  This  gives 
employment  to  over  five  hundred  men. 

Fhe  E.  O.  Fellows  Coal  Company  of 
Minneapolis  has  filed  an  amendment  to 
its  articles  of  incorporation  changing 
the  name  of  the  concern  to  the  F.  Alex. 
Stewart  Company. 

As  a  result  of  the  suspension  of  coal 
mines  in  southern  Illinois  it  is  said 
that  hundreds  of  foreigners  are  return¬ 
ing  to  their  homes  in  Europe  to  remain 
until  work  is  resumed.  They  are  com¬ 
posed  principally  of  Russians  and 
Italians. 

Columbus  operators  interested  '  in 
the  West  Virginia  field  have  received 
notice  of  a  meeting  of  mine  owners 
of  that  state  called  for  June  29  and 
30,  at  Clarksburg,  to  organize  an  insti¬ 
tute  of  mining.  There  is  some  talk 
that  a  similar  organization  may  be 
effected  in  Ohio. 

Coal  men  and  other  shippers  are 
active  at  the  present  time  in  push¬ 
ing  bills  in  which  they  are  interested, 
and  which  are  still  pending  in  the 
State  Legislature.  The  body  adjourns 
within  a  few  weeks.  One  of  the 
measures  lately  introduced  is  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  abuse  of  short  weights' in  the 
transportation  of  coal. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy . 38 


ILLINOIS. 


Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. . .  33 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  36 

Moderevell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  6 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  9 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  5 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  36 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  44 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  36 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg . 44 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  856  Dearborn 

St .  31 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  3 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 
J.  T.  Hesser  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg.......  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  36 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  38 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  40 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  10 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St .  2 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  44 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  &  C.,  215  Dearborn  St.  10 
Schenck,  S.  C..  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 


Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. —  3 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. .  6 

Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  2 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 


Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  lit  Coke  Co .  4 

Marshalltown — 

|  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  3 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke....  40 

LOUISIANA. 

_New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  40 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore- 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

1  Bldg .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  44 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St.  8 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  50  Congress 

St .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St .  34 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St . 38 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  85  Con¬ 
gress  St .  35 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St .  2 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

I  141  Milk  St .  44 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St . 37 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  k  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Jetroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  34 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  7 

W.  R.  Johnson  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg . 34 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg . 36 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sunday  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

iscanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA. 

>nluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 


PAGE 


Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  4 

D..  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  36 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South. .  40 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co..  44 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 


MISSOUKL 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg. ...  44 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  44 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 


Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 38 

Beech  Creek  and  Coke  Co.,  17  Battery 

Place  .  44 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  3 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  36 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 31 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 31 

l’eale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co . 44 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  6 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  37 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York .  10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany —  * 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 
Utica — 

D.  L.  &  VV.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co .  33 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg . < .  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg. . .  36 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  36 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg . 38 

Howard  Colliery  Co . 6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  . 34 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  40 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  36 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  Si  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  4 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  6 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg..  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  Si  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  40 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  36 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 
Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  28 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  39 

N.  Y.  Coat  Co. .  28 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  Si  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg..  36 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  27 


FAGS 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

1  ladelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  3 

Black,  Field  Si  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg.  .  38 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg . 10 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 

Philadelphia  Si  Reading  C.  Si  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal .  44 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg . 38 

W.  H.  Piper  Si  Co.,  Real  Estate  Si  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

Whitney  Si  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  Si  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  Si  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  36 

Flttston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  27 

Fliillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  Si  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  Si  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  Si  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  35 

Chesapeake  Si  Ohio  C.  Si  C.  Co . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 
Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  Si  Brooks .  7 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  st .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

New  River  Con.  Coal  Si  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  bldg . 35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  5 

Roanoke— 

Castner,  Curran  Si  Bullitt .  86 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

’  *  p+oa — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

H  ugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

I1  ”rmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  8t  C.  Co . 35 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  39 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  Si  Co .  8 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  Si  Co .  8 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  Si  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  40 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  40 
Penna  Coal  Si  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave.  40 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  Si  Co .  8 

Superior— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirteenth 

St .  7 

Philadelphia  k  Reading  C.  k  1.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  44 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  A  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto —  _ 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  36 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Chesa.  Si  Ohio  C.  k  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane  . 36 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  34 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  36 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  8 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

FAGI 

Air  Compressors. 


Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  48 

Boilers — 

Kewanee  Boiler  Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill .  47 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa  . 34 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  35 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 33 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  30 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  37 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York . 37 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass .  46 


Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111....  42 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  111...  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mtg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. . .  36 
Phillips  Mine  Ik  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  84 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  111 .  46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  37 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  83 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 
tsOax  iiumug  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg . 32 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  42 

Coal  rockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  43 

Howe  Scale  Co.,  Chicago .  39 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Adolph  Suck,  Hyde  Park,  Mass . 31 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Oliio .  41 

Crossing's  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 30 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass . 48 


Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 


Chicago  .  43 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  46 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 


Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

.  oisting  and  Hauling). 

Ilrown  Hoisting  Mcliy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  41 
Crawford  &  McCrinimon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

L.  A.  Green  Co.,  Pittsburg .  82 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  83 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 48 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 47 


Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  31 
Crawford  &  McCrinimon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  87 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  42 
(Continued  on  page  32.) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
hor  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamfs  must  accompany  order. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Vva- 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago.  _ 

WANTED — First-class  salesman  by 
operating  company  to  handle  all 
grades  Illinois,  Indiana  and  eastern 
coals  in  Chicago  and  vicinity.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  76,  care  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond.  _ _ 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Book¬ 
keeper  or  stenographer.  Five  years' 
experience  in  all  departments  ot 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  business 
Address  Box  72,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 
Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  of  coal 

land;  located  in  the  famous  Southern 
Illinois  field;  thoroughly  tested  and  of 
unsurpassed  quality  and  quantity, 
with  excellent  shipping  facilities.  Sur¬ 
rounded  with  up-to-date  mines.  A 
bargain.  Full  particulars  and  price 
upon  application.  W.  A.  Hamilton, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

or  office  correspondent  with  first-class 
manufacturers  of  mine  car  wheels. 
Thoroughly  familiar  with  business 
and  territory.  Desire  to  change  for 
position  with  chances  for  advancement 
and  where  faithful  services  are  appre¬ 
ciated.  Good  references.  Address 
“Salesman,”  care  The  Black  Diamond. 


A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — 450  acres  of  coal  land, 

of  first  quality  splint  coal,  on  the 
Kanawha  &  West  Va.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  vein 
opened;  analysis  shows  60  per  cent 
fixed  carbon.  Natural  gas  available. 
Abiel  Abbot,  53  South  St.,  New  York. 

WANTED — To  lease  or  buy  a  going 

coal  mine  in  West  Virginia  on  the 
Western  Maryland  Railroad;  also  one 
on  the  Allegheny  Valley  Buffalo  Di¬ 
vision  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  or 
will  take  the  agency  for  the  sale  of 
the  coal  for  eastern  market,  but  the 
quality  must  be  the  very  best.  Have 
a  large  and  very  valuable  trade.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  7790,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Large  acreage,  West¬ 
moreland  County  coal,  twenty  miles 
from  Pittsburgh.  Competitive  freights 
all  directions.  Drift  mines  opened  and 
shipping;  4j4-ft.  vein.  Volatile  36, 
sulphur  1  to  1.50,  phosphorus  .010. 
One-tenth  the  price  of  Pittsburgh  vein. 
Value  steadily  increasing.  Attractive 
as  investment,  operating  or  leasing 
proposition.  Reasonable  terms.  F.  B. 
Lott,  924  Stephen  Girard  building, 
Philadelphia. 

WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. _ _ 

TRUSTEE’S  SALE. 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
acres  coal  land,  near  Linton,  Ind. 
Capacity  1,500  tons  daily.  Fully 
equipped  and  operating.  Property  of 
the  Linton  Bituminous  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  bankrupt,  known  as  the  “Ham¬ 
ilton  Mine.”  Sale  May  7th,  1908, 
noon,  front  door  of  court  house, 
Sullivan,  Ind.  Address  inquiries  to 
German  American  Trust  Company, 
Trustee,  Indianapolis,  Ind. _ 

FOR  SALE — Cheap,  coal  rights 
Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P,  O,  Box  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 

SALESMAN  acquainted  with  trade 

in  northern  Illinois,  part  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin  wants  to  connect  with 
operator,  Franklin  county  or  Carter- 
ville  preferred.  Good  sales  record. 
Address  Box  78,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

WANTED — Salesman  and  book¬ 
keeper;  good  man,  familiar  with  Car- 
terville  trade.  Address  Box  79,  care 
Black  Diamond. 


PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 
TO  ADVERTISERS 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  0. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhom  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  1 


SAVE  MONEY 


- BY  USINC - 

BUDA 


STANDARD 


SCALES 


The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  fully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  and 
many  other  style*.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(NASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 


Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway,  New  York 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  ex  1 1  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Write  to  us  for  preliminary  opinions  j 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies,  b 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute  1 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Ioc. 

170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 


in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 

for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  VVis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK.  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


I.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR.  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

of  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OB' 

llg  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Cas  and  Steam  Coal 

!ocm»  419  <£■  420,  17  Battery  Pla.o*.  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


ISN’T  LOSE  YOUR  HEAD 

;  ;n  buying  coal  and  take  any 
:  thing.  Invest  your  money  in 

^inifrede  Splint 

- - - ■ 

erne  Sootless  or 

oosier  Chunks 


i  your  dollars  will  bring  you"1  in 
i  e  value  and  trade  than  any  other 
''  you  ever  handled. 


'We  are  not  shouting  this  wildly 
"  the  blue  sky. 

Why  should  we?  We  know  these 
3  and  we  know  others,  and  with- 
iny  ifs,  ands  or  isms,  we  boldly 
rt  they  are’ each  the  leader  in 
'  respective  classes. 

A  trial  will  prove  the  truth  of 
’  claims,  too. 


ISTLER  COAL  & 
IKE  COMPANY 

(55  Dearborn  St., 


CHICACO. 


. 


REINFORCED 
CONCRETE 
COAL  POCKETS 


First  cost  and  maintenance 
is  less  than  wood. 

In  Connection 

with  the  designing  of  our 
reinforced  concrete  coal 
pockets  and  fast  plant 
discharging  apparatus 
would  state  that  we  con¬ 
trol  several  valuable  pat¬ 
ents  in  this  line  for  the 
use  of  which  we  make  no 
royalty  or  other  charges 
to  our  clients. 


Send  for  Bulletin  No.  f 
Correspondence  Invited 


ADOLPH  SUCK 

Architect  and  Engineer 

OF  COAL  PLANTS 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONGAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  '  OKO.  A.  lfoILROT 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sole  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  CO.,  WEST  END  COAL  CO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 


Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 
Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 


Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 


ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 
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MINE  RAILS 

12-16-20  LB. 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

RAILS 

NEW  RELAYING 

M.  K.  FRANK 

PITTSBURGH 

__  —  --  ^  FOR  SALE.  CHOICE 

DAII  H  RE-LAYING 

AgA  ■  30,  35,  40.  56,  and  60  lb 

H  R  (and  other  weights'.  Also  new  12  lb, 

16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb  ,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 

45  lb  50  lb  etc  ,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  aDd  where  you 
want  "them  deliveied.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 
ty  We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 

FOR  SAFE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 

Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  iu.  gauge.  1^  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  III. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy,  III. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co., Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FURL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

LOOK  AT  OUR 

SECOND  HAND  MACHINERY 
DEPARTMENT 

ON  PAGE  FORTY-TWO 

THE  OHIO  RAIL  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of 

LIGHT  STEEL  RAILS 

12,  16,  20,  25,  30,  35  and  40  lb. 

Also  Joints  and  Spikes. 

Mills  at  Sales  office, 

Newark,  O.  Park  Bldg.,  Pittsburg 

i 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 

HARE  BARGAINS 
in 

RAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

LNICKER”Suc’f 

io  St  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists? 

n  V  Two  Steam  Mine 

r  nr  p^ps.  >n  g°°d 

A  U 1  UH1V  condition  — one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Address,  MININO  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 

W.H.D.TOITEN.Jr. 

STEEL 

RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

pat.  they  all  save  money 

F.  C.  CREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BlDC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


YOUCH  STEAM  PUMPS 

-  MANUFACTURED  BY  — 

BOYTS,  PORTER  &  COMPANY 

CONNELSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 


MINE 
PUMPS 
TANK 
PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 
PUMPS 

COMPOUND 
PUMPS 

SINKING 
PUMPS 

Size:  10-incli  Steam  Cylinder,  6-inch  Plungers,  18-inch  Stroke,  3-inch 
Suction,  2j4-inch  Discharge. 


Electrical 
Power  Pumps 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pumps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Pressure  Pumps 

Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pumps 

with 

Pot  Valve 
ater  Chamber. 

Size:  9-inch  Plungers,  10-inch  Stroke,  10-inch  Suction.  8-inch  Dischart 
Mine  Pump.  30  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 

Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronte  Valves.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
3  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


john  o.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


STEEL  TIPPLE 


AND' 


Mining  Building 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  C 


MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


CHICAGO  Office: 
1127  Monadnock  Bldg. 


HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldorv  Bldg. 
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Orders  Can’t  Be  Filled 
From  Empty  Bins! 

Beside  adding  21c  a  ton  to  the  profits 

LINK=BELT  RETAIL  COAL  POCKETS 

safeguard  the  dealer  from  shortage  in  supply 
by  providing  increased  storage  capacity. 


Booklet 


Link-Belt 

Company 


Wholesale  pocket  erected  for  S.  C.  Schenk, 
Chicago,  Ill. 


PHILADELPHIA 

NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 
SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


CHICAGO 

PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 
DENVER 

Lindroth,  Shubart  &  Go. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

ST  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 
NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


Kewanee 

BOILERS 

Are  High  Grade  Boilers 

Be  sure  you  get  the  Name  in  your  Specifications. 

Kewanee,  Boiler- Company 


KEWANEE,  ILLINOIS 


3EEE0E5EI 


dives  in  a  nutshell  business  world 
news  and  views,  points  or  methods,  things  different  editors  are 
saying,  new  ideas  from  business  conventions,  busmess  law  news  for 
store  and  office,  business  law  answers,  etc.  It’s  a  unique  Business 
Magazme  you  want.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  Address 
“Business  Aid,”  112  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


New  Points 


will  keep  you  posted  on  new 

points  being  laid  down  in  costly 
litigation  which  may  be  worth  a 
Magazine  good  deal  to  know.  It  covers 

112  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL.  accounts,  contracts,  agency,  part¬ 

nership,  patents,  sales,  etc.  Try  it  a  year  for  25c;  4  months  10c.  It’s  a 
helper,  trouble  saver. 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  G.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

t 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

I  st  Nat’ I  Bank  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sale*  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  TOR  THE  FAMOUS 


(( 


R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati.  Ohio 
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COAL 


STEAM-GAS  PRODUCER  — DOMESTIC  — PUREST 

Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.ra.tion 

From  the  model  mines  of  the  United  Slates  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons— 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  5  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES: 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway.  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY,  123  “ui"""2 


Detroit,  Mich. 

Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 

Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


Oakland  Coals 


■ 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 

represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co., 

1  ptTTwSBITRG  pa. 


PITTSBURG 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment. 


Phillips 
Patent 
Automatic 
Cross-Over 

Car  Tip.  2  Springs  on  Horns  Protect  Cars. 

SCREENING  PLANTS  COMPLETE-Screens.  Scre.n  Sirs.  Chute..  Mine  C.r»,  *H  .tjbo.  W«  m.k.  th«  »nly  almpl.  «nd  aoceimtnl  p.tent  w«.t.  packed  C.r  Whe.lon  th.  M.rket.  Let  us  submit  pl»n»  tod  «»tl  __ 


The  Simplest  and 
strongest  Tip 
made.  Guaran¬ 
teed  not  to  get  out 
of  erder.  Capacity 
ualimited. 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


'‘New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - - Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


se  Co. 

Construction  Dept. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Designers  and  Builders  of 

Fast  Unloading  Towers,  with  or  without  cable 
railway.  Storing  and  Reclaiming  Bridges, 
Screening  and  Shipping  Pockets,  etc. 

Write  for  information  concerning  the  many  suc- 
ceasful  plants  we  have  built. 

Mention  the  Black  Diamond. 


Ottumwa  Loaders  Known  World  Over 


An  Ottumwa  Steam  Loader. 


Over  300  Now  in  Use 


OTTUMWA  LOADERS 

CHEAPEN  PRODUCTION 
INCREASE  TONNAGE 
PREVENT  DELAYS 

Car  Puller  which  alone  is  worth  purchase  price  of  machine 
for  preventing  blockades  on 
loading  tracks. 


LET  US  TELL  YOU  HOW  YOU  CAN 
SAVE  MOKE  THAN  ENOUGH  IN  A 
VERY  SHORT  TIME  TO  PAY  FOR 
THE  MACHINE. 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 


Ma.in  Office  &.r\d  Factory 
OTTUMWA,  IOWA 


R„nrL  m.;™*  j  CHICAGO,  ILL..  Old  Colony  Bldg  ,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agt. 
“ranch  unices  j  H0UST0N,  TEXAS,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser*. 
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THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


C.B. 


POCAHONTAS 


'^SMOKELESS, 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Ou  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 


O.  O.  15.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 


Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain.  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almoit  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


POCAHONTAS 

TRADE  MARK  REGISTERED 


Branch  Office* 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  f. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  V*. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  street,  Boston.  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal 
Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 


I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 

Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  renchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng, 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINQHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

TRADE  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  & 

PINEY  FORK 


CO 


GENERAL  OFFICE3 

BUILD?NG  CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 


Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 


Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vWML 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnace  and  Foundry  Use. 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR 

DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


nj  p  n  A  D  A  HI  ET  C  A  I  a~»  ats  a  iy  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
”  ^  k/  M  r  M  D  L  C  oALCwm  AN  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 


of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 


Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 


(Established  I860) 


Sole  Miner*  sod 


MARMET  SPLINT  ... 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 


- 


Mention  Tn  Auscx  Duaen 


advertisers. 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  50  Church  st.,  New  York 


iONC  OISTANCE  TELEPHONI  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1982 

I  PECIOK  t>3~t 

. 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

.  17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANM  COAL 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 

■  ■  ■■■■  - 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  AL  T 

Bituminous  \>vfrxl/ 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  367$  Rector 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The  Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE8T  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


f  ^ 

OUR  NEW  STEEL  CAR. 

MINE  CARS,  ORE  CARS,  STONE  CARS,  COAL 
CARS,  QUARRY  CARS,  STEEL  CARS  AND 
CAR  WHEELS  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

WRITE  FOR  OUR  CATALOG. 


THE  WATT  MINING  CAR  WHEEL  COMPANY 

BARNESVILLE,  OHIO. 


IRA  E.  STEVENS,  Western  Agent,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  IU. 


Mention  Thi  Black  Diauowd  when  writing  advertisers 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM 

DOMESTIC 


COAL — FAIRMONT — COKE 


FOUNDRY 

FURNACE 

CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives,  SANDERS  &  CO.,  LONDON 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  C0„ 


Miners  and  Shippers 


Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 


J  NO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 


Mines  K.  &  M.  Ry„ 


Hugheston.  W.  Va. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  and 


ANTHRACITE 


COAL 


DAYTON,  OHIO 


PEALE,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


of  New  Yorlc,  Colliery  Owners.: 


ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Feat.,  President, 
John  W.  Feale,  Sen.  Mgr. 

J.  H.  Luml.y,  Treasurer, 

11.  w.  Uenry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  M<r.  S.  h.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YOKE. 


$ 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Sales  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallac.,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  STkanawhPcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Qen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 
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An  Agreement  is  Reached  in  Illinois 


Miners  and  Operators  Come  to  a  Tentative  Understanding  by  the  Adoption  of  a  Compromise  Measure 
Which  is  Referred  to  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  and  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators  Association  on  a 
Referendum  Vote— Miners  Reassume  the  Shot  Firers’  Expense— Closed  Shop  Idea  Is 
Compromised  and  While  Not  Satisfactory  May  be  Adopted. 


The  joint  conference  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Op¬ 
erators’  Association  and  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  Illinois  adjourned  on  Saturday  of 
last  week,  having  reached  a  tentative  agree¬ 
ment  which  will  probably  be  ratified  by  a  ref¬ 
erendum  vote  for  both  the  operators  and  min¬ 
ers  that  is  now  under  way.  The  terms,  of  the 
agreement  call  for  an  ultimate  decision  by 
both  sides  on  or  before  May  9th.  As  soon  as 
the  vote  shows  that  both  sides  have  ratified  the 
agreement  the  mines  will  resume  operations, 
but  in  the  meantime  production  is  shut  off. 

Developments  on  Thursday  and  Friday  of 
last  week  and  even  as  late  as  Saturday  morning 
made  it  appear  possible  that  a  very  serious 
rupture  might  take  place  in  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  miners  and  operators.  As  related 
in  the  last  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond,  the 
miners  held  a  meeting  on  Wednesday,  when 
the  radicals  succeeded  in  taking  the  organiza¬ 
tion  away  from  the  conservatives,  and  prac¬ 
tically  unhorsing  the  officers  of  the  mine  work¬ 
ers.  They  proposed  to  prepare  an  independ¬ 
ent  scale  to  be  submited  to  the  joint  conference 
at  a  later  day.  The  insurgents  were  numerous 
at  first,  but  began  to  lose  power,  especially 
when  the  difficulties  piled  up. 

For  instance,  on  Thursday  and  Friday  the 
miners  appointed  a  scale  committee,  and  this 
committee  referred  the  whole  question  of  the 
scale  to  a  sub-committee  with  power  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  scale  which  would  be  submitted  first 
to  he  radical  scale  committee  and  then  to  the 
whole  meeting  of  the  miners  for  their  adoption 
and  approval.  This  sub-committee  was  unable 
to  agree  upon  the  essentials  of  the  scale  and 
in  fact  seemed  utterly  confused  in  their  con¬ 
ference.  On  Friday  they  reported  back  to  a 
meeting  of  the  miners  their  inability  to  agree 
and  consequently  on  Friday  night  another 
joint  meeting  of  the  miners  and  operators  was 
held  at  seven  o’clock.  At  this  time  the  min¬ 
ers  proposed  that  the  whole  question  should 
be  referred  back  to  the  scale  committee,  mak¬ 
ing  the  stipulation  that  they  would  retire  from 
their  demand  that  the  operators  should  assume 
the  shot  firers’  expense  if,  in  turn,  the  oper¬ 
ators  would  retire  from  their  position  with 
regard  to  the  closed  shop.  However,  the  ac¬ 
tion  asked  of  the  operators  was  not  so  com¬ 
plete  a  reversal  of  their  position  as  was  that 
of  the  miners  with  regard  to  the  shot  firers. 
Some  latitude  was  given  the  operators  in  the 
expressed  intention  of  the  officers  of  thfi 
United  Mine  Workers  to  see  that  the  old 
closed  shop  clause  would  be  more  stricly  ad¬ 
hered  to  in  the  future.  The  officers  of  the  mine 
workers  assured  the  officers  of  the  operators’ 
association  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  put 
through,  on  a  referendum  vote,  both  the  reas¬ 
sumption  of  the  shot  firers’  expense  and  the 
stronger  clause  with  regard  to  the  closed  shop 
in  Illinois. 

Crisis  Is  Reached. 

As  soon  as  this  point  was  reached  the  oper¬ 
ators  withdrew  from  the  joint  conference  for 
a  consultation  and  speedily  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  a  crisis  had  been  reached  in  the 
affairs  of  their  organization.  They  knew  that 
the  insistence  upon  the  letter  of  the  proposed 
contract  would  cause  a  rupture  with  the  min¬ 
ers  and  would  keep  the  mines  closed  for  an  in¬ 
definite  period.  There  was  only  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent  of  the  members  of  the  operators’ 
association  represented  at  the  meeting  and 
they  did  not  feel  like  assuming  the  responsi¬ 


bility  of  deciding  for  the  entire  organization. 
They  thought  it  best  to  go  to  the  miners  and 
ask  for  a  recess  that  the  question  of  the  open 
shop  might  be  presented  to  the  entire  Illinois 
Coal  Operators'  Association  that  the  consen¬ 
sus  of  opinion  of  that  organization  might  be 
obtained.  In  consequence  it  was  decided  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  three,  with  E.  T.  Bent, 
secretary  of  the  association,  as  an  ex-officio 
member,  to  confer  with  a  like  committee  from 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois  on  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  taking  a  recess. 

As  soon  as  this  committee  of  seven  got  to¬ 
gether  the  whole  subject  was  talked  over  very 
candidly  and  it  was  found  that,  contrary  to 
expectations,  they  were  able  to  arrive-  at  an 
agreement  at  once.  By  this  action  the  miners 
receded  completely  from  their  stand  on  the 
shot  firers’  expense  and  showed  a  very  decided 
willingness  to  institute  a  more  complete  closed 
shop  in  the  state  of  Illinois  than  has  been  the 
case  hitherto.  As  soon  as  this  tentative  un- 
dertanding  was  reached  by  the  committee  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  operators  and  miners  was 
held  on  Saturday,  at  which  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  as  previously  agreed  to,  with  these 
two  clauses  emphasized,  was  referred  back,  on 
a  referendum,  to  both  the  miners  and  operators. 
The  vote  on  this  can  be  taken  at  any  time,  but 
it  was  stipulated  that  it  must  be  completed 
within  two  weeks.  Since  the  meeting  ad¬ 
journed  on  April  25  it  was  agreed  that  the  vote 
should  be  closed,  counted  and  the  decision  an¬ 
nounced  on  or  before  May  9. 

It  was  decided  that  the  contract  should  be 
for  one  year  unless  the  referendum,  now  being 
taken  in  Indiana,  Ohio  and  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  should  be  favorable  to  a  two-year  agree¬ 
ment.  In  that  case  the  Illinois  agreement 
was  automatically  to  extend  itself  to  a  two- 
year  agreement  and  this,  as  shown  in  the  last 
issue  of  The  Black  Diamond,  will  also  auto¬ 
matically  extend  the  agreement  between  the 
operators  and  miners  of  Iowa  until  the  31st  of 
March,  1910.  There  is  no  question,  now,  about 
the  vote  in  the  three  eastern  states  being  fa¬ 
vorable  to  two  years,  as  enough  returns  have 
already  been  received  to  assure  that  that 
agreement  will  be  entered  into.  This  also  as¬ 
sures  that  the  Illinois  contract  will  be  for  two 
years  and  by  the  same  token  assures  that  the 
contract  in  Iowa  will  extend  itself  for  two 
years.  This  will  probably  also  influence  action 
of  the  southwestern  operators  and  miners  who 
are  now  thrashing  out  the  details  of  their  con¬ 
tract. 

Peace  Is  Assured. 

There  is  very  little  doubt,  in  the  mind  of  any 
operator,  that  the  miners  will  b'e  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  new  scale  as  outlined  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  which  adjourned  Saturday.  Their  only 
point  of  contention  was  against  the  reassump¬ 
tion  of  the  shot  firers’  expense  and  when  they 
yielded  that  on  Friday  night  all  of  their  main 
contentions  had  been  removed.  It  was  then 
up  to  the  operators  to  decide  what  position 
they  would  take  with  regard  to  the  open  shop. 
The  operators  candidly  are  not  altogether  sat¬ 
isfied  with  the  decision  as  to  the  open  shop. 
They  may  accept  it  in  a  spirit  of  compromise 
but  it  will  not  be  adopted  by  the  average  oper¬ 
ator  without  a  protest.  However,  the  oper¬ 
ators  will  hardly  permit  the  relations  between 
them  and  the  miners  to  come  to  an  open  break 
on  this  question  for,  while  they  are  dissatis¬ 
fied,  they  probably  will  not  be  willing  to  close 
down  the  mines. 


It  depends  very  largely  upon  what  attitude 
the  miners  take  toward  the  literal  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  closed  shop  clause  in  the  old  agree¬ 
ment.  If  this  is  lived  up  to  strictly — and  the 
mine  officials  say  that  it  will  be — the  Illinois 
Coal  Operators’  Association  will  not  have  very 
much  to  complain  of.  The  clause  referred  to 
in  the  old  Illinois  state  agreement  is  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

“This  contract  applies  and  is  effective  only 
between  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica.” 

The  central  and  vital  point  of  this  contract 
is  the  word  “only.”  With  the  whole  paragraph 
interpreted  around  that  one  word  there  would 
be  little  reason  for  the  operators  to  complain 
of  the  workings  of  the  new  agreement.  But 
if  the  miners  are  inclined  to  slur  over  the  word 
“only”  the  old  objections  may  be  renewed  with 
force. 

The  old  scale  was  adopted  in  its  entirety,  re¬ 
maining  as  it  was  for  the  last  two  years.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  cost  of  mining  coal  will  not  be 
changed  a  particle.  Some  very  important 
changes,  however,  have  been  made  in  the  con¬ 
dition  and  these  changes  will  work  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  coal  operators  and  also  for  the 
miners,  when  everything  is  taken  into  consid¬ 
eration.  For  instance,  there  has  always  been 
more  or  less  contention  with  regard  to  pow¬ 
der.  Whenever  there  was  a  dispute  either  as 
to  quality  or  price  the  miners  were  inclined  to 
stop  work  until  the  whole  question  had  been 
settled  and  this  very  frequently  caused  serious 
delay  to  the  individual  mines.  The  operators’ 
association  was  able  this  year  to  perfect  ar¬ 
rangements  for  a  powder  commission  to  take 
up  all  of  these  questions  and  settle  them  with¬ 
out  closing  the  mines. 

While  the  Illinois  association  has  not  com¬ 
mitted  itself  to  an  arbitration  board  for  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  disputes  it  has  made  _  very  much 
more  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  min¬ 
ers  in  this  regard  and  will  not  be  bothered  so 
much  in  the  future  by  having  the  mines,  closed 
with  every  little  individual  dispute,  which  can 
be  settled  by  a  conference  and  a  discussion  of 
the  questions  at  issue. 

Moreover,  very  definite  understandings  have 
been  reached  as  to  the  closing  of  the  mines 
for  attendance  upon  funerals.  This  has  been 
a  more  or  less  bothersome  question  all  along 
and  now  seems  to  be  removed  as  one  of  the 
annoyances  to  operation.  The  penalty  for 
closing  the  mine  without  cause  has. also  been 
drawn  down  more  tightly,  the  wording  of  the 
agreement  being  more  exact  than  heretofore. 
All  the  way  through,  therefore,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  reference  to  the  closed  shop,  the 
agreement  is  really  advantageous  to  the  oper¬ 
ators. 

The  New  Wage  Scale. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Streator.  Cardiff,  Clarke  City  and  associated  mines, 
including  Toluca  thick  vein . $0.64 

(Note.' — The  matter  of  the  clay  parting  at  Streator  to 
be  referred  to  subdistrict  convention  for  adjustment.) 


Third  vein  and  associated  mines,  including,  third 
vein  at  Streator,  including  twenty-four  inches 

of  brushing  . . . . . ...  • 

Wilmington  and  associated  mines,  including  Larditt 
long  wall  and  Bloomington  thin  vein,  including 
brushing  . 


$0.82 

.87 


Cherry,  Bureau  County,  Middle  Vein  (St.  Paul  Coal 
Company),  referred  to  a  committee  of  two  operators  and 
two  miners  to  investigate  and  agree  upon  an  equitable 
rate  Should  they  not  be  able  to  agree,  they  are  to  select 
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a  fifth  member,  who  shall  act  umpire  and  whose  decision 
shall  be  final. 


Bloomington  thick  vein . . . :  •  $0.77 

Pontiac,  including  twenty-four  inches  of  brushing.  .87 
Pontiac,  top  vein . 04 

Marseilles  (Manufacturers’  Coal  Company),  mining 


price  referred  to  a  committee  of  two  operators  and  two 
miners  from  the  Wilmington  field  with  power  to  investi¬ 
gate  and  decide. 


Morris,  long  wall,  Wilmington  conditions . $1.06 

Morris*  room  and  pillar .  1-21 

Seneca,  long  wall . .  . . 97 

Cornell,  long  wall,  third  vein  conditions . 82 

Cornell,  room  and  pillar . 72 

SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Danville,  Westville,  Grape  Creek  and  associated 
mines  in  Vermillion  county . $0.55 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Springfield,  Dawson  and  associated  mines . $0.55.7 

Lincoln  &  Niantic . 59 

Colfax  . 59 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Mines  on  C.  &  A.  south  of  Springfield  to  and 
including  Carlinville;  including  Taylorville, 

Pana,  Tower  Hill,  Litchfield,  Hillsboro,  Witt 

(Paisley),  Divernon  and  Pawnee . 55 

Assumption,  long  wall,  including  twenty-four  inches 

of  brushing  . .  «71J4 

Assumption,  upper  vein,  including  twenty-four 

inches  of  brushing... . 90 

Moweaqua,  room  and  pillar . . . 59 

Decatur,  long  wall,  present  conditions . -70 

Decatur,  room  and  pillar . 54 

Raymond,  referred  for  local  settlement. 

FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Glen  Carbon,  Belleville  and  associated  mines,  to 
and  including  Percy,  Pinckneyville,  Willisville 


and  Nashville  . $0.55 

Coal  five  feet  and  under . 50 

SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Du'quoin,  Odin,  Sandoval,  Centralia  and  associated 

mines  . $0.51 

Salem  and  Kinmundy . 56 

SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Mount  Vernon  . $0.56 

Jackson  county  . 51 


(All  coal  five  feet  and  under,  five  cents  extra  per  ton; 
this  not  to  apply  to  lower  bench,  nor  rolls  or  horsebacks.) 

Lower  bench,  Jackson  county,  for  shipping  mines, 

miners  to  ca*rry  fourteen  inches  brushing . $0.64 

Saline  county  . 51 

(Saline  county  mining  rate  referred  to  a  committee  of 
two  operators  and  two  miners  for  adjustment.) 

Williamson  county  . $0.48 

Norris  City,  White  County,  mining  rate  referred  to  a 
committee  of  two  operators  and  two  miners  from  the 
seventh  district;  their  findings  to  be  final. 

EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

Fulton  and  Peoria  counties,  thin  or  lower  coal 


(third  vein  conditions) . $0.82 

Fulton  and  Peoria  counties,  No.  5  vein . 62 

Astoria,  No.  5  vein  (Fulton  and  Peoria  counties 
conditions)  . 62 


Fulton  and  Peoria  counties,  No.  6  vein  (with 
Kewanee  and  Etherly  conditions,  undercutting 
and  wedging  the  coal;  and  if  they  can  not  ob¬ 
tain  members  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  to  mine 
the  coal  under  these  terms  and  conditions,  it 
shall  be  the  privilege  of  the  operators  to  call 
for  a  meeting  of  the  joint  executive  boards  of 
the  miners  and  operators,  and  said  joint  execu¬ 
tive  boards  shall  fix  a  rate,  for  shooting  coal  in 
that  seam)  . 71 

Gilchrist,  Wanlock,  Cable,  Sherrard  and  Silvis  mines, 
66  cents  per  ton,  with  last  year’s  conditions.  In  case 
of  deficient  work,  where  miner  and  mine  manager  can 
not  agree  as  to  compensation,  the  mine  committee  shall 
be  called  in,  and,  if  they  can  not  agree,  the  dispute 
shall  be  carried  up  under  the  thirteenth  clause  of  the 
present  scale. 

Kewanee,  Etherly  and  Wyoming . $0.71 

Pottstown,  No.  1  seam,  scale  to  be  the  same  as  Gil¬ 
christ  and  Wanlock,  except  in  the  brushing  of  the  top. 
Colchester,  referred  for  local  settlement. 

Pekin,  shipping  mines  only . . $0.62 

NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Mt.  Olive,  Staunton,  Gillespie,  Clyde,  Sorento, 

Coffeen  and  Warden,  and  mines  on  the  Vandalia 
lines  as  far  east  as  and  including  Smithboro,  and 


on  the  B.  &  O.  S.  W.  as  far  east  as  Buxton.  ..  .$0.55 
Coal  five  feet  and  under . 60 


The  Interstate  Agreement 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — That  the  miners  of  Indiana,  Ohio 
and  western  Pennsylvania,  the  new  interstate 
competitive  district,  are  for  peace  for  the  next 
two  years,  is  apparent  in  the  returns  that  are 
being  received  from  the  referendum  vote  taken 


last  Saturday  on  the  proposition  accepted  by  the 
joint  scale  committee  at  the  Toledo  conference. 
As  a  result,  the  working  conditions  of  last  year 
will  be  continued  for  two  years. 

W.  D.  Ryan,  secretary-treasurer,  said  this  aft¬ 
ernoon  that  the  returns,  so  far  received,  show 
that  75,457  miners  voted  for  continuance  of  the 
old  scale  while  but  7,114  vote  against  it. 

He  said  that  the  indications  are  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  scale  has  carried  by  a  vote  of  at  least  ten 
to  one.  The  tellers  are  now  tabulating  the  re¬ 
turns  as  fast  as  they  are  received.  The  result 
is  very  satisfactory  to  the  officials  of  the  Mine 
Workers,  as  they  regard  it  as  a  good  omen. 

State  and  district  conventions  are  now  pend¬ 
ing  and  it  is  expected  that  the  new  agreement 
will  be  signed  by  the  entire  district  within  a 
few  days.  Some  minor  differences  separate  the 


The  New  York,  Ontario  &  Western  Railway 
Company  is  adding  to  its  floating  equipment, 
two  modern  sea-going  tug  boats  which  will 
be  utilized  in  the  transporting  of  coal  from 
New  York  harbor  to  Boston  and  other  New 
England  ports.  The  tugs,  named  Ontario 
and  Western,  respectively,  are  the  product 
of  the  well-known  shipbuilding  firm,  John  H. 
Dialogue  &  Son,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  and  they 
are  in  every  way  typical  of  the  high-class  work 
for  which  this  firm  is  justly  celebrated.  Ac¬ 


companying  this  article  is  shown  a  picture  of 
the  Ontario,  the  first  of  the  tugs  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  and  put  in  commission.  The  Ontario 
in  the  picture  is  shown  to  be  a  powerful  craft, 
and  the  excellent  arrangement  of  her  deck 
house,  funnel,  masts,  etc.,  makes  the  general 
appearance  of  the  tug  very  pleasing. 

The  Ontario  was  put  into  commission  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  ago,  and  has  already  completed  a 
couple  of  trips  between  New  York  and  Boston, 
drawing  heavy  tows,  and  she  has,  on  every 
occasion,  come  up  to  the  expectations  of  her 
owners  and  builders.  The  Ontario,  as  well 
as  her  sister  boat,  the  Western,  were  built 
at  the  Dialogue  ship  yards  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  B.  F.  Hanfield,  shipping  agent 
and  superintendent  of  floating  equipment  of 
the  Ontario  &  Western  Railway,  and  from 
his  years  of  experience  in  the  service  of  his 
company,  Mr.  Hanfield  well  knew  the  things 
needed  in  sea-going  tug  boats,  and  his  ideas 
and  the  work  of  the  builders  have  blended 
most  harmoniously.  The  general  dimensions 
of  the  Ontario  are  as  follows:  Length,  150 
feet  6  inches;  beam,  27  feet,  and  16  feet  9  inches 
molded  depth.  The  hull  is  constructed  of  steel 
with  a  complete  steel  deck  and  steel  deck 
houses.  She  has  two  masts,  sails  and  rigging 
and  also  the  usual  equipment  of  boats,  etcj  The 
gross  tonnage  is  four  hundred  and  fifteen. 

The  engines  are  of  the  triple  expansion  type, 


operators  and  miners  in  Indiana,  but  it  was  said 
today  that  a  settlement  can  be  made  within  a 
short  time.  The  districts  in  Ohio,  it  is  thought, 
will  come  to  a  definite  agreement  at  once  while 
there  are  no  signs  of  trouble  in  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

President  Lewis  has  gone  to  Kansas  City  to 
attend  the  conference  of  the  operators  and  miners 
of  the  southwestern  district  and  it  is  expected 
that  their  differences  will  be  adjusted  now  that 
the  scale  has  been  reaffirmed  by  the  competitive 
field. 


The  Youngstown  Car  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  has  been  given  a 
contract  for  two  hundred  all-steel  coal  mine 
cars  by  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company. 


with  cylinders  17,  25  and  43  inches  in  diameter, 
with  a  stroke  of  30  inches,  constructed  for  a 
working  pressure  of  180  pounds  of  steam.  She 
has  independent  pumps,  including  •  large  fire 
and  wrecking  pump,  made  by  George  F.  Blake 
&  Co.,  New  York;  a  steam  windlass  made  by 
Hyde  Company,  Bath,  Maine;  a  steam  capstan 
constructed  by  the  builders;  a  steam  steering 
engine  by  the  Williamson  Bros.  Company, 
Philadelphia,  and  an  electric  light  plant,  7.5  k. 
w.  by  the  General  Electric  Company,  Schenec¬ 


tady,  N.  Y.,  with  a  14-inch  projector  for  search¬ 
light. 

The  boiler  is  of  the  cylindrical  type  of  15 
feet  6  inches  in  diameter  by  12  feet  long,  hav¬ 
ing  four  Morrison  corrugated  furnaces  made 
by  the  Continental  Iron  Works,  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  The  boiler  was  built  for  180  pounds  work¬ 
ing  pressure.  She  has  a  donkey  boiler,  42 
inches  in  diameter,  and  all  the  latest  improved 
appliances  for  a  vessel  of  this  type. 

On  her  trial  trip,  which  was  made  in  New 
York  harbor,  the  Ontario  attained  a  speed  of 
over  fifteen  miles  an  hour  over  a  measured 
mile.  On  her  first  trip  to  Boston  with  two 
barges  loaded  with  coal,  aggregating  4,500  tons, 
she  averaged  6%  knots,  with  the  weather  very 
unfavorable. 

On  her  trial  trip,  among  the  Ontario  & 
Western  officials  on  board,  were:  John  B. 
Kerr,  first  vice-president;  J.  E.  Childs,  second 
vice-president;  R.  D.  Rickard,  treasurer;  C.  A. 
Draper,  purchasing  agent;  George  W.  West, 
superintendent  of  motive  power;  B.  F.  Han¬ 
field,  shipping  agent  and  superintendent  of 
floating  equipment.  J.  B.  Dickson,  of  Dickson 
&  Eddy,  general  sales  agent  for  the  Ontario 
&  Western’s  coal,  was  also  a  member  of  the 
party. 

The  addition  of  two  modern  tugs  to  the 
Ontario  &  Western’s  coal  fleet  will  give  this 
company  splendid  facilities  for  the  rapid  trans¬ 
portation  of  its  increasing  tidewater  tonnage. 


New  York,  Ontario  &  Western  Tugs. 
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RE  TAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio 

Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

Coal  Dealers'  Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska 

Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association 
Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association 
Missouri  and  Kansas  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Texas 

Rocky  Mountain  Coal  Men’s  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Asso.  of  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory. 

RETAIL 

ASSOCIATION 

NEWS 

RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants 

Eastern  and  Central  New  York  Merchants'  Association 

Main  State  Coal  Dealers'  Association 

Merrimack  Valley  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association' of  the  New  England  States 
Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Association 

New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
Canadian  Coal  Association 

Southeastern  Retail-Coal  Merchants’  Association 

Virginia-Carolina  Coal  Dealers’  Association 

w 

The  Detroit  Meeting. 

Arrangements  are  about  completed  for  the 
annual  convention  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  at  Detroit, 
June  2,  3  and  4.  This  will  be  one  of  the  most 
important  gatherings  in  the  history  of  that  or¬ 
ganization  as  a  definite  program  for  checking 
short  weighing,  by  railroads,  will  be  adopted. 
It  is  desired  to  have  a  law  passed  calling  for 
terminal  weights  as  the  basis  for  settling 
freight  claims. 

“Meet  me  in  Detroit  at  the  convention.” 
This  expression  is  nowadays  the  correct  and 
most  proper  parting  salutation  as  between  coal 
men  in  Michigan  and  Indiana.  It  is  heard  on 
every  hand,  and  is  used  with  a  significance 
which  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  sincerity  of 
purpose  which  prompts  its  use. 

To  the  retail  coal  dealer  it  means  that  the 
approaching  convention  of  the  Michigan  and 
Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  him,  and  that  the  results 
of  this  conference  will  have  a  direct  beneficial 
influence  in  the  betterment  of  conditions  for 
every  retail  coal  dealer,  and  will,  without 
doubt,  mark  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the 
coal  business. 

The  matter  of  “short  weights”  has  become 
an  unendurable  burden  and  this  condition  must 
be  relieved  at  once.  As  matters  stand  today, 
the  situation  of  the  retailer  is  by  no  means  en¬ 
viable  or  endurable.  “Mine  weights  govern 
settlement.”  This  places  the  mine  operator  and 
the  shipper  in  a  position  of  safety^  The  trans¬ 
portation  companies  seek  to  gain  immunity  by 
adopting  rules,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  ab¬ 
solve  them  from  all  responsibility  for  coal  lost 
or  stolen  in  transit.  This  places  the  retailer  in 
position  to  “hold  the  sack”  by  forcing  him  to 
assume  a  responsibility  which  is  by  no  means 
his  own,  and  which  is  essentially  beyond  his 
power  to  control. 

These  conditions  obtain  for  the  reason  that 
the  retailer  has  in  the  past  been  inclined  to 
regard  his  losses  as  accidental,  and  not  of  fre¬ 
quent  occurrence,  his  freight  bills  have  gen¬ 
erally  agreed  with  his  invoices  as  to  weight, 
and  there  was  nothing  apparent  to  direct  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  leak  existed,  other 
than  that,  work  as  hard  as  ever  he  might,  he 
failed  to  realize  the  reward  to  which  his  in¬ 
dustry  and  frugality  entitled  him.  Something 
was  wrong  and  he  knew  it;  but  just  where  the 
trouble  was  he  did  not  observe.  It  is  differ¬ 
ent  now,  as  every  coal  dealer  knows  that  he 
is  not  being  justly  dealt  with,  and  that  he  has 
to  pay  for  many  tons  of  coal,  every  season, 
which  he  never  received. 

Conditions  must  be  changed  if  the  retailer 
is  to  continue,  and  it  is  up  to  the  retailer  to 
provide  the  remedy.  The  settlement  of  freight 
charges  according  to  destination  weights  will 
go  a  long  way  toward  obtaining  relief.  Rail¬ 
ways  are  today  amply  provided  with  nearly 
everything  in  the  way  of  equipment  for  the 
safety  and  protection  of  patrons,  except  in  the 
one  item  of  track  scales,  and  it  is  only  at  the 
most  important .  stations  that  such  things  exist. 
It  should  be  the  rule  that  at  every  station,  im¬ 
portant  enough  to  warrant  the  employment  of 
an  agent,  a  track  scale  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  weigh  the  largest  car  in  use  should  consti¬ 
tute  a  part  of  the  station  equipment.  This  may 
be  regarded  as  too  radical,  but  a  track  scale 
on  every  fifty-mile  section  would  not  be. 

A  law  fixing  the  responsibility  of  transpor¬ 
tation  companies  for  coal  lost  or  stolen  while 
in  their  charge  is  needed.  In  a  general  way 
such  laws  do  exist,  but  they  are  not  as  easily 
available  as  they  should  be.  What  is  required 
is  one  that  is  explicit  and  of  easy  compre¬ 
hension.  It  is  possible  to  secure  such  a  law, 


and  it  is  expected  that  a  plan  will  be  matured 
at  the  coming  convention  which  will  be  cer¬ 
tain  of  results  in  its  procurement. 

“Meet  you  at  the  convention?  Why,  cer¬ 
tainly.  Be  sure  to  get  there  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  June  2.”  There  is  work  to  be  done, 
and  the  time  in  which  to  do  it  will  be  short. 
For  this  reason  it  has  been  decided  to  begin 
early  on  Tuesday  morning. 

Following  the  convention  an  excursion  to 
the  anthracite  coal  fields  will  be  made,  leaving 
Detroit  on  Wednesday  evening.  Arrangements 
for  this  are  not  quite  complete  as  yet,  but  all 
coal  dealers  who  wish  to  go  will  be  made 
happy. 


Knoxville  Convention. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Kentucky-Ten- 
nessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association, 
which  was  held  in  Knoxville  on  the  14th,  15th 
and  16th  of  April,  a  special  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  make  recommendations  with  regard 
to  reciprocal  demurrage  and  destination 
weights.  This  committee  was  composed  of 
Will  H.  Farley  of  Paducah,  Ky.,  Robert  L. 
Brown  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  John  B.  Payne 
of  Lexington,  Ky.  Before  the  convention  ad¬ 
journed  this  committee  made  a  report  recom¬ 
mending  that,  with  regard  to  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage,  the  chair  appoint  two  committees  of 
three  each,  one  from  each  state,  to  represent 
the  association,  in  conjunction  with  other  com¬ 
mercial  bodies,  to  prepare  and  present  to  the 
respective  legislatures,  at  their  next  session,  a 
reciprocal  demurrage  bill.  The  chairman  of 
each  committee  was  empowered  to  make  addi¬ 
tions  to  this  committee  from  other  members 
of  the  association.  It  was  recommended  that  a 
committee  on  destination  weights  be  appointed 
to  obtain  information  and  statistics  on  the 
question  and  to  investigate  usages  in  the  va¬ 
rious  districts  instructed  to  report  definitely 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  association.  Presi¬ 
dent  Charles  A.  Roth,  of  the  association,  has 
not  yet  named  this  committee,  but  will  do  so 
in  a  very  short  time. 

There  was  a  lively  discussion  as  to  where 
the  next  meeting  should  be  held.  John  B. 
Payne  of  Lexington,  on  behalf  of  the  retailers 
in  that  city,  invited  the  members  to  hold  their 
next  meeting  there.  H.  L.  Davis,  on  behalf  of 
the  retail  coal  dealers  of  Knoxville,  extended 
an  urgent  invitation  to  again  meet  at  that 
place.  By  a  very  close  vote  it  was  decided  to 
hold  the  next  convention  at  Lexington. 

Those  who  have  followed  the  work  of  this 
association  for  the  last  year  will  realize  that 
Will  H.  Farley,  the  vice-president  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  membership  committee,  has  been 
making  a  very  active  campaign  for  new  mem¬ 
bers,  trying  to  arouse  not  only  the  outside 
dealers,  but  the  members  of  the  association  in 
this  project.  In  a  statement  to  the  convention 
he  was  inclined  to  score  some  of  his  fellow 
workers  on  the  membership  committee,  mak¬ 
ing  a  decided  exception  of  J.  A.  Webb  of 
Guthrie  and  E.  G.  Fristoe  of  Mayfield,  who 
have  aided  him  materially  in  his  work.  With 
candor  and  earnestness  he  declared  that  other 
members  had  done  practically  nothing.  Mr. 
Farley  brought  out  forcefully  the  importance 
of  every  man  helping  along  in  the  association 
work  and  especially  when  placed  upon  a  com¬ 
mittee.  He  declared: 

“If  you  do  not  intend  to  serve,  say  so,  but 
for  goodness’  sake  do  not  accept  a  position  on 
a  committee  and  then  do  absolutely  nothing.” 

Mr.  Farley  was  subsequently  re-elected  vice- 
president,  which  carried  with  it  the  chairman¬ 
ship  of  the  membership  committee. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  in  but  few 
changes.  President  Charles  A.  Roth  endeav¬ 
ored  to  prevent  his  own  re-election,  but  the 


convention  overruled  him  and  he  was  chosen 
as  the  head  of  the  organization  for  another 
year,  by  an  unanimous  vote.  Will  H.  Farley  was 
re-elected  vice-president  and  John  B.  Payne 
treasurer.  J.  A.  Webb  was  elected  to  the  board 
of  directors  for  three  years  to  succeed  B.  G. 
Dickinson,  of  Glasgow,  whose  term  expired. 
W.  T.  Atkinson  of  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  was 
elected  director  for  three  years  to  succeed  W. 
T.  Murphy  of  Martin,  whose  term  expired  this 
year.  At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,' 
for  the  association,  following  the  election, 
George  Cary  Tabb  of  Louisville  was  re-elected 
secretary  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  was  made,  show¬ 
ing  a  balance  on  hand  of  $118.55.  The  report 
was  submitted  in  the  regular  routine  to  the 
auditing  committee  and  was  approved.  Fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  list  of  new  members  taken  in 
within  the  month: 

Active — N.  G.  Bishop,  Bardwell,  Ky.;  W.  H. 
English,  Franklin,  Tenn.;  I.  B.  Merriam,  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn;  Carl  J.  Rowden,  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.;  Albert  Lyons,  Rogersville,  Tenn.;  Lu¬ 
ther  G.  Rogers,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  Campbells- 
ville  Coal  Company,  Campbellsville,  Ky. 

Associate  —  Bituminous  Coal  Company, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.;  Crawford  &  Co.,  lessee  of 
Black  Raven  Coal  Company,  Four  Mile,  Ky.; 
Crain  &  Co.,  sales  agents,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.; 
Mingo  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Middlesboro, 
Ky. ;  Straight  Coal  &  Coke  Company.  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

Renewals — O’Neil  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
Louisville,  Ky. ;  J.  H.  Rose  &  Co.,  Pembroke, 
Ky. ;  Knoxville  Coal  Company,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 


New  England  Activity. 

Advices  coming  from  New  England  are  to 
the  effect  that  the  retail  coal  association  work 
in  that  territory  is  quite  as  active  as  in  any 
other  part  of  the  country  and  the  problems, 
being  worked  out  there,  are  the  same  as  in 
other  sections  and  definite  results  are  being 
obtained.  The  Merrimack  Valley  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  with  headquarters  at  Sun- 
cook,  N.  H.,  held  its  annual  meeting  on  April 
22. 

This  organization,  which  has  for  its  president 
C.  E.  Clough  of  Lebanon,  N.  H.;  for  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  A.  W.  Bean  of  Littleton,  N.  H.,  and  for 
its  secretary,  F.  E.  Blodgett  of  Suncook,  N. 
H.,  is  now  virtually  the  New  Hampshire  state 
organization.  The  meeting  was  held  at  Man¬ 
chester  and  proved  one  of  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance.  New  England  has  been  bothered  a  good 
deal  of  late  with  the  shipments  of  “pirate”  coal 
into  that  territory  and  one  concern  especially, 
having  headquarters  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  was 
leasing  its  properties  from  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad.  The  advices  are  that  so  much 
pressure  has  been  brought  by  the  members  of 
this  association  that  the  railroad  has  agreed 
not  to  renew  the  lease,  which  expires  next 
October.  Since  this  concern  was  the  largest 
and  most  persistent  irregular  shipper  in  that 
territory  the  result  is  considered  a  distinct 
achievement  in  eastern  circles. 

At  the  annual  meeting  President  Clough  was 
not  able  to  be  present  since  he  was  serving  as 
a  juror,  and  J.  R.  Willis  of  Manchester  was 
elected  president  pro  tern.  The  selection  of 
office  for  the  ensuing  year  was  as  follows: 
President  J.  R.  Willis  of  the  Manchester  Coal 
&  Ice  Company;  vice-president,  A.  W.  Bean  of 
the  Northern  Coal  Company,  Littleton;  clerk 
and  treasurer,  F.  E.  Blodgett  of  Suncook,  and 
executive  committee,  H.  A.  Osgood,  Nashua 
Coal  &  Ice  Company  and  J.  H.  Dow  of  Lock- 
port,  in  connection  with  the  officers,  who  are 
ex-dfficio  members  of  the  committee.  This 
committee  was  empowered  to  arrange  for  an 
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excursion  in  connection  with  the  mid-year 
meeting  and  the  only  other  matter  was  the  au¬ 
thorization  of  the  issuance  of  the  year  book  by 
the  clerk. 


The  Northwestern  Convention. 

The  annual  convention  time  among  the  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealers  is  approaching  as  is  shown  by 
the  active  preparations  of  the  various  secre¬ 
taries  for  their  forthcoming  meetings.  One  of 
the  most  interesting  conventions  will  be  that 
of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealer’s  As¬ 
sociation  which  will  be  held  at  Minneapolis, 
July  0,  JO  and  It,  for  which  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  G.  H.  Reeves  is  now  making  prepara¬ 
tions.  It  is  the  intention  to  have  four  meet¬ 
ings,  one  on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day, 
two  on  the  second  day  and  one  in  the  forenoon 
of  the  third  day. 

The  arrangements  for  this  meeting  are  being 
made  to  provide  plenty  of  entertainment,  and 
one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  this 
will  be  that  the  first  evening  will  be  given  over 
to  the  Order  Kokoal,  which  will  have  a  kor- 
uskation,  banquet  and  smoker.  On  the  sec¬ 
ond  evening  the  entertainment  will  be  fur¬ 
nished  at  one  of  the  play  houses  of  Minne¬ 
apolis.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  convention 
proper  the  delegates  will  take  a  train  for 
Duluth  and  from  there  will  go  by  boat  to 
Port  Arthur,  in  the  round  trip  encircling 
Isle  Royal.  Mr.  Reeves  has  been  fortunate 
in  getting  a  very  satisfactory  rate  from  the 
boat  company,  the  round  trip,  including  berth 
and  meals,  being  only  $7.50,  whereas  the  trip 
will  consume  two  days  and  two  nights. 

One  of  the  interesting  pieces  of  business  to 
come  up  before  this  association  will  be  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  summer  freight  rates  as  an  aid  to 
storing  coal.  A  special  committee  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  appointed  some  time  ago,  has  been  work¬ 
ing  diligently  and  now  seems  to  have  arrived 
at  a  point  where  the  prospects  appear  promis¬ 
ing  for  a  success.  At  least  negotiations  have 
reached  the  point  where  a  joint  meeting  be¬ 
tween  the  committee  and  the  railroads  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  held  in  Chicago  within  the  month 
of  May.  It  is  hoped  before  the  convention 
time  arrives  in  July  that  this  matter  will  be 
entirely  out  of  the  way  and  nothing  will  be 
left  to  be  done  except  approve  the  work  of 
the  committee  and  take  advantage  of  the 
rates. 


New  By-La.ws  Adopted. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  Chicago 
Coal  Dealers’  Association,  which  was  held  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  the  association  was  re¬ 
organized  because  incorporation  papers  have 
been  taken  out.  This  necessitated  a  few 
changes  in  the  by-laws,  and  while  these  were 
being  made  it  was  decided  to  overhaul  the 
by-laws  to  make  them  up  to  date  as  regards 
the  obligations  of  the  association,  its  purposes, 
etc.,  to  show  that  it  conforms  strictly  to  the 
law,  and  is  not  in  business  for  the  purpose  of 
violating  any  statute.  The  pertinent  parts  of 
the  new  by-laws  are  as  follows: 

Article  II. — Object. — The  object  of  this  or¬ 
ganization  is,  and  shall  be,  to  secure  and  dis¬ 
seminate  any  and  all  legal  and  proper  informa¬ 
tion  which  may  be  of  interest  and  value  to  the 
operator,  miner,  wholesaler,  retailer  and  con¬ 
sumer  of  coal;  to  aid  in  preventing  by  legal 
means,  all  dishonest  and  fraudulent  practices 
in  the  sale  and  delivery  of  fuel;  to  advocate 
such  legislation  regarding  the  coal  industry 
as  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  general  public  and 
to  actively  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  all  laws 
and  ordinances  governing  the  mining,  shipping 
and  distribution  of  fuel. 

Article  III. — Limitations  and  Restrictions. — 
Section  1.  No  rules,  regulations  or  by-laws, 
shall  be  adopted  in  any  manner  stifling  com¬ 
petition,  limiting  production,  restraining  trade, 
regulating  prices,  pooling  profits  or  doing  any¬ 
thing  whatsoever  in  conflict  with  any  law. 

Article  IV. — Membership. — Section  1.  The 
membership  of  this  Association  shall  be  divided 
into  two  classes,  known  as  regular  and  asso¬ 
ciate  members. 

Section  3.  Any  person,  firm  or  corporation, 
or  authorized  manager  thereof,  doing  a  regular 
retail  coal  business  in  Chicago  and  suburbs 


within  Cook  county,  and  making  team  deliver¬ 
ies,  may  become  a  regular  member.  Any  per¬ 
son,  firm,  or  corporation,  or  authorized  man¬ 
ager  thereof,  engaged  in  the  jobbing  and  ship¬ 
ping  of  coal,  may  become  an  associate  mem¬ 
ber.  Only  regular  members  shall  be  entitled 
to  hold  the  offices  of  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  On  matters  pertain¬ 
ing  strictly  to  the  wagon  delivery  business, 
only  regular  members  shall  have  a  voice  or 
vote.  Associate  members  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  regular  mem¬ 
bers  except  as  provided  for  or  against  in  these 
by-laws. 

Section  3.  All  applications  for  memberships 
shall  be  in  writing  and  directed  to  the  Trus¬ 
tees.  If  the  Trustees  shall  recommend  such 
applicant,  then  said  applicant  may  become  a 
member  upon  receiving  the  favorable  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  the  membership  present  and  vot¬ 
ing  at  any  regular  meeting. 

Section  4.  Every  applicant  for  membership, 
on  and  after  April  28,  1908,  shall  pay  an  in¬ 
itiation  fee  of  fifty  ($50.00)  dollars,  and  every 
member  shall  pay  annual  dues  of  fifty  ($50.00) 
dollars  in  quarterly  installments  of  twelve  and 
one-half  ($12.50)  dollars  each,  on  the  first  days 
of  July,  October,  January  and  April  of  each 
year.  Each  member,  at  the  time  of  becoming 
such,  shall  pay  the  quarterly  dues,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  shall  be  unexpired  for  the  current 
quarter. 

Section  5.  Whenever  a  corporation  or  a  co¬ 
partnership  shall  hold  a  membership  in  this 
Association,  said  corporation,  by  its  Board  of 
Directors  or  President,  shall  file  with  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  this  Association,  the  names  of  the 
person  who  shall  be  authorized  to  represent 
said  corporation.  In  case  of  a  co-partnership, 
either  member  may  have  the  rights  of  mem¬ 
bership,  but  said  co-partnership  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  but  one  vote.  When  the  person 
selected  to  represent  any  corporation  is  not 
an  officer  or  member  of  said  corporation,  it 
shall  be  necessary  that  the  person  designated 
to  represent  said  corporation  shall  be  accept¬ 
able  to  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Said  person 
shall  have  all  the  rights  of  members  of  the 
class  to  which  said  corporation  belongs. 


The  Ohio  Convention 

The  annual  convention  of  Ohio  coal  dealers, 
which  meets  in  Columbus  on  May  26  and  27, 
is  expected  to  surpass  in  attendance  and  interest 
that  of  last  year.  The  latter  was  generally  con¬ 
ceded  to  be  the  best  affair  of  the  kind  ever  held 
in  the  state.  This  fact  influenced  the  officers 
in  again  selecting  Columbus  as  a  meeting  place. 
Headquarters  will  be  at  the  Great  Southern 
Hotel,  and  the  sessions  will  be  held  in  the 
assembly  room  of  this  hostelry. 

Among  the  list  of  speakers  will  be  Fred  A. 
Hobbs,  president  of  the  International  Council 
of  Coal  Merchants,  and  president  of  the  Indiana 
and  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 
The  subject  of  his  address,  “Do  we  drift,  or 
are  we  helping  ourselves?”  is  aptly  chosen  for 
the  needs  of  the  Ohio  coal  men,  who  are  on  the 
eve  of  a  fight  for  some  important  reforms. 
Frank  A.  Lukens,  secretary  of  the  Illinois-Wis- 
consin  Association,  has  beep  invited  to  give  the 
convention  the  benefit  of  his  experience  in 
making  collections  on  short  weights.  Well 
known  Ohio  coal  men  from  different  sections  of 
the  state  will  give  brief  addresses  on  timely 
subjects. 

The  entertainment  features,  being  arranged  by 
Columbus  dealers  and  shippers,  will  be  of  a 
highly  enjoyable  nature.  Upwards  of  thirty 
producing  and  jobbing  concerns  have  headquar¬ 
ters  in  this  city,  which  fact  leaves  no  doubt  that 
members  and  visitors  will  be  taken  care  of  in  a 
generous  and  hospitable  manner.  There  will  be 
special  entertainment  for  the  ladies.  All  per¬ 
sons  regularly  engaged  in  the  coal  business, 
whether  members  of  the  association  or  not,  are 
invited  to  come  and  bring  their  women  folks. 
Further  particulars  of  arrangements  will  be  fur¬ 
nished  by  The  Black  Diamond  in  the  issues 
that  intervene  between  now  and  the  convention. 

By  vote  of  the  executive  board  on  April  11, 
John  Brashears  of  Cincinnati  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  board  to  fill  the  unexpired  term 


of  Franklin  Rice  of  Dayton,  resigned.  It  is 
believed  that  the  selection  was  the  most  for¬ 
tunate  one  that  could  have  been  made,  as  Mr. 
Brashears  has  high  standing  with  the  retail 
coal  trade  of  southern  Ohio,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  has  been  active  in  promoting  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  retail  dealer.  He  was  formerly 
a  member  of  the  Ohio  Senate,  and  is  secretary 
of  the  Consolidated  Coal  &  Fuel  Company,  of 
Cincinnati,  which  has  a  large  retail  department 
in  that  city.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
have  him  address  the  Ohio  coal  men  at  the 
forthcoming  state  convention. 

In  the  last  month  certificates  of  membership 
to  the  Ohio  association  were  issued  as  follows : 
Marquette  Coal  &  Feed  Company,  Cleveland ; 
F.  P.  McClean  &  Co.,  Springfield,  shippers ;  War 
Eagle  Fuel  Company,  Columbus;  Du  Pre  Mining 
Company,  Columbus ;  Howard  Colliery  Company, 
Cincinnati ;  R.  J.  Kroger  Company,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 


New  Canadian  Association. 

Interest  in  retail  coal  association  work  has 
spread  into  Western  Canada  and  within  the 
month  an  association  has  been  formed  at  Win¬ 
nipeg  called  the  Western  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Asociation.  This  will  embrace  all  of 
Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta.  This  is 
the  part  of  Western  Canada  which  has  been 
growing  the  most  rapidly  in  the  last  few  years, 
the  prosperity  of  the  section  being  built  up 
around  a  most  marvelous  territory  as  far  as 
farming  prospects  are  concerned.  The  other 
lines  of  trade  have  been  developing  concur¬ 
rently  with  the  farming  industry  and  con¬ 
sequently  there  has  been  considerable  need 
for  coal. 

The  retail  dealers  have  not  been  able  to  get 
their  share  of  it  because  the  buyers  have  not 
so  far  been  confining  themselves  to  buying 
through  the  dealers,  but  have  been  procuring 
their  coal  through  any  channel  which  presented 
itself  first.  The  coal  dealers  in  that  territory 
were  anxious  to  have  an  association  started 
and  showed  entire  willingness  to  do  their  part 
not  only  in  starting,  but  maintaining  an  organ¬ 
ization.  As  a  result,  in  a  discussion  of  ways 
and  means,  they  invited  in  Gardiner  H.  Reeves, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  to  help  them 
pass  the  corner  and  the  result  was  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  healthy  and  promising  new  asso¬ 
ciation. 

Of  this  the  following  officers  and  directors 
were  elected:  President,  J.  C.  Graham  of 
Winnipeg;  vice-president,  R.  H.  O’Hara  of 
Brandon;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Alan  Stewart 
of  Winnipeg;  directors,  G.  B.  Housser,  W.  J. 
Bettingen,  W.  H.  MacWilliams,  E.  B.  Ellis. 
T.  Millard  and  R.  J.  Gourlay. 


New  York  School  Coal. 


Bids  for  supplying  the  various  school  build¬ 
ings  of  Greater  New  York  aggregating  100,200 
tons  of  anthracite,  recently  opened,  were  as 
follows : 


_  4.40 

_  4.35 

6.20  _ 

6.40  _ 

for  districts 


Entire  Borough  of  Manhattan  43,000  tons. 

Broken  Egg  Stove  Pea 

Curtis-Blaisdell  Co . $5.12  $5.80  $5.80  $4.10 

Only  bid,  contract  awarded. 

Bronx — Entire  Borough,  9,000  tons. 

S.  Trimmer  &  Sons .  5.59 

Bronx — District  No.  1 — 

S.  Trimmer  &  Sons .  5,35  5.75  5.75 

O.  J.  Stephens  .  5.40  5.40  5.40 

Bronx — District  No.  2 — 

S.  Trimmer  &  Sons .  5.75 

O.  J.  Stephens .  5.70 

Bronx — District  No.  3 — 

S.  Trimmer  &  Sons .  6.20 

O.  J.  Stephens .  6.40 

Contracts  awarded  to  Trimmer  & 

Nos.  1  and  3;  to  Stephens  for  district 
Brooklyn — Entire  Borough,  35,000  tons. 

Rudolph  Reimer . $5.79  $6.25 

A.  J.  McCullom .  5.77  5.99 

Bacon  &  Co .  6.95  5.97 

Contract  for  Borough  awarded  to  A.  J.  McCullom. 
Richmond — Entire  Borough,  4,000  tons. 

Richmond  Ice  Company . $5,65  $5.90 

Richmond — District  No.  3 — 

Richmond  Ice  Company .  5.50  .... 

Richmond — District  No.  4— 

W.  J.  Quinlan . .-...  5.65  5.85  5.85  .... 

Contract  for  entire  Borough  awarded  to  Richmond  Ice 
Company. 

Borough  of  Queen,  9,200  tons. 

Boyce  &  Barnes . $6.47  $6.47  $6.47  $5.18 

Only  bidder,  receiving  contract. 


6.13  6.01  4.40 


5.75 

5.40 

6.05 

5.70 

6.20 

6.40 
Sons 
No.  £ 


$6.25 

5.99 

5.97 


$5.90, 

5.90 


$4.75 

4.62 

4.57 


No.  18] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


15 


Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


» 


A.  Mitchell,  president  of  Mitchell  Spalding 
Company,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Pasa¬ 
dena,  Cal. 

Charles  S.  Robb,  general  manager  of  the 
Davis  Colliery  Company,  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  is 
in  Chicago  auditing  the  books  of  the  Chicago 
office. 

General  Freight  Agent  Dunham  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  Railway  Company  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  was  visiting  the  coal  trade  in  Chicago 
on  Wednesday. 

D.  B.  Medill  has  been  appointed  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Vermillion  county  mines  of  the  Der¬ 
ing  Coal  Company,  vice  W.  G.  Halbert,  who 
resigned  effective  May  1. 

W.  R.  Coleman,  general  sales  manager,  and 
C.  E.  Smith,  manager  of  the  Marshalltown  of¬ 
fice  of  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Peoria, 
111.,  were  in  Chicago  this  week. 

A.  J.  Atwater,  western  representative  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company,  was  laid  up  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  this  week  with  an  attack  of  lumbago. 
He  was  able  to  be  about  his  regular  avocation 
on  Wednesday. 

A.  W.  Dean,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  &  Ohio  Coal  Company  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Cleveland,  was  in  Chicago  this 
week  on  a  short  business  trip  calling  on 
Arthur  J.  MacBride  of  the  MacBride  Coal  & 
Coke  Company. 

John  C.  Richberg  purchased  at  receiver's 
sale  the  two  mines  of  the  Collins  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  near  Brazil,  Ind.,  for  a  consideration,  said 
to  be  about  $50,000.  Mr.  Richberg  is  said  to 
represent  the  bondholders,  and  the  property 
will  be  repaired  and  put  in  good  shape  for  im¬ 
mediate  operation. 

The  Dering  Coal  Company  on  May  1  created 
a  new  office,  that  of  general  superintendent, 
and  the  first  incumbent  is  S.  Kedzie  Smith, 
with  headquarters  in  Chicago.  In  the  future 
the  chief  engineer  and  district  superintendent 
will  report  to  the  general  superintendent,  the 
offices  of  the  various  district  managers  having 
been  abolished. 

On  Friday  of  this  week  there  was  a  change 
of  location  by  a  couple  of  coal  offices,  J.  W. 
Lowe  moving  to  1140-45  Old  Colony  building, 
while  his  office  was  taken  by  R.  C.  Cantelou 
of  the  C.  G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  who 
heretofore  has  occupied  the  quarters  into  which 
Mr.  Lowe  moves.  Mr.  Cantelou’s  office  in  the 
future  will  be  1130  Old  Colony  building. 

Robert  J.  Bailey,  secretary  of  the  Individual 
Car  Owners’  Association  of  the  United  States 
with  headquarters  in  Pittsburgh,  makes  the 
announcement  that  the  executive  committee  of 
that  organization  will  hold  a  meeting  in  Chi¬ 
cago  on  Wednesday,  May  0,  at  10  a.  in.,  at  the 
Auditorium  Annex.  Some  matters  of  interest 
will  be  taken  up  by  this  organization  and 
efforts  made  to  complete,  if  possible,  the  in¬ 
clusion  in  this  one  body  of  practically  all  the 
big  private  car  owners. 

The  beseball  fever  has  spread  to  the  coal 
trade.  Today  in  Minneapolis  is  the  “All  Rails” 
and  the  “Dock  Companies,”  are  battling  for 
supremacy,  accompanied  by  horns,  cymbals  and 
other  rooting  attachments.  What  has  become 
of  the  old  Black  Diamonds  and  the  Black 
Rocks,  two  teams  which  cut  a  wide  swath  in 
the  coal  trade  several  years  ago  under  the 
guidance  of  “Norm”  Birkland,  A.  O.  Tandy, 
“Billy”  Hill,  “Herb”  Taylor  and  several  other 
lesser  lights.  Has  old  age  and  demurrage  been 
getting  in  its  work  or  is  it  the  golf  bug? 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  Paul  P.  Bird,  Smoke  In¬ 
spector  for  the  City  of  Chicago,  has  been  in¬ 
vited  to  be  present  and  to  outline  to  the 
members  of  that  organization  his  intentions  with 


regard  to  the  prevention  of  smoke  in  the  city  and 
to  hear  from  some  of  the  members  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  their  views  as  to  the  best  policy  to  pursue. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  organization  one  new 
member  was  elected,  namely  Mogg  Brothers, 
who  are  engaged  in  the  retail  business  in  Engle¬ 
wood. 

John  Sallmon,  manager  of  the  retail  depart¬ 
ment  of  F.  G.  Hartwell  &  Co.,  has  just  in¬ 
serted  a  new  and  interesting  clause  in  his  con¬ 
tracts  with  the  consumers.  Recently  the  rail¬ 
roads  have  been  threatening  to  advance  the 
rates  and  Mr.  Sallmon  saw  that  this  might  have 
a  very  decided  influence  upon  the  profits  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  operation  of  the  yards  on  con¬ 
tract  business.  All  of  their  coal  is  bought  at 
a  stipulated  price  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  and  sold 
at  a  stipulated  price  delivered  to  the  con¬ 
sumer.  He  saw  that  an  advance  in  rates  would 
curtail  the  profits  of  >  the  company  in  exact 
proportion  to  the  increase  and  so  inserted  a 
clause  in  his  contract  saying  that  the  prices 
to  the  consumer  were  subject  to  a  given  rate 
from  the  mines  to  the  dealers'  yards,  and  that 
any  change  in  freight  rates  would  make  a 
corresponding  change  in  the  price  of  coal  to 
the  consumer. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
that  body  was  reorganized  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  fact  that  the  association  is  now  an  in¬ 
corporated  body.  Heretofore  it  has  been  a 
voluntary  organization  and  now  it  has  been 
incorporated  without  being  in  existence  for  the 
purpose  of  making  profit.  This  has  neces¬ 
sitated  that  the  by-laws  be  changed  in  certain 
respects  and  that  the  whole  by-laws  of  the 
association  should  be  adopted  again  by  the 
members  of  the  association.  It  also  neces¬ 
sitated  that  the  officers  be  re-elected.  The 
members  by  unanimous  vote  re-elected,  under 
the  corporation,  the  officers  recently  elected 
under  the  association.  The  name  is  not 
changed,  but  some  of  the  wording  of  the  by¬ 
laws  was  altered  and  made  to  conform  to  the 
new  conditions.  Prior  to  this  meeting  F.  C. 
Waller  had  resigned  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  because  he  would  not  be  able 
to  attend  the  meetings  and  would  not  be  able 
to  assist  the  trustees  in  the  active  work  of  the 
organization.  As  his  successor  Ernest  Putt- 
kammer  and  F.  A.  Aller  were  nominated,  Mr. 
Puttkammer  being  elected  for  the  loop  dis¬ 
trict. 

The  yard  and  pocket  of  the  Northwestern 
Fuel  Company  at  Sixty-second  and  State 
streets,  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Mogg  Coal 
Company.  This  company  was  incorporated  last 
week  with  a  paid  up  capital  of  $100,000,  with 
M.  E.  Mogg,  president;  E.  L.  Booth,  vice- 
president;  George  B.  Owen,  secretary,  and 
Will  Thirwald,  secretary.  It  is  the  intention 
of  Mr.  Mogg  to  eventually  install  a  modern 
reloading  plant  at  the  Sixty-second  street  yard, 
but  this  improvement  will  not  be  made  until 
later  in  the  season.  The  Forty-second  street 
and  the  Sixty-third  street  yards  of  the  Mogg’s, 
in  addition  to  the  wholesale  office  in  the  Fisher 
building  were  all  included  in  the  deal  which 
resulted  in  the  incorporation  of  the  Mogg  Coal 
Company.  This  concern  has  secured  the  ex¬ 
clusive  output  of  the  Century  Coal  Company’s 
mine  at  Tower  Hill,  in  addition  to  the  ex¬ 
clusive  sale  of  the  Carlinville,  (Ill.),  Coal 
Company’s  product.  With  their  West  Virginia 
connections,  which  includes  the  product  of  four 
smokeless  operations  and  the  splint  mine  of 
the  Lamont  Mining  Company’s  mines  at  Beth, 
W.  Va.,  the  new  Mogg  Coal  Company  starts  in 
business  under  very  favorable  circumstances, 
with  every  reason  to  expect  a  large  measure 
of  success  in  the  race  for  coal  orders. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  held  Tuesday  afternoon, 
definite  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the 
wages  of  teamsters.  The  International  Team 


sters’  Union  is  now  negotiating  with  the  Team 
Owners’  Association  of  Chicago  and  with  the 
Coal  Team  Owners’  Association  for  a  contract 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  drivers  have  de¬ 
manded  an  increase  of  twenty-five  cents  a  day 
for  this  year,  and  being  refused  that,  have,  it 
is  said,  put  in  a  compromise  measure  that  the 
team  owners  sign  a  two-year  contract  calling 
for  a  twenty-five  cent  advance  at  the  end  of 
the  first  year.  Milton  E.  Robinson,  president 
of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  asked 
that  specific  instructions,  from  that  organiza¬ 
tion,  be  given  to  the  committee  which  has  been 
received  to  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  with 
the  team  owners.  The  members  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  who  operate  teams,  came  very  def¬ 
initely  to  Mr.  Robinson’s  support  and  unan¬ 
imously  decided  that  they  were  against  not 
only  an  advance  for  this  year,  but  against 
taking  any  stand  which  would  commit  them 
to  any  definite  policy  at  the  expiration  of  this 
year.  It  was  unanimously  decided  that  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  coal  trade  now  are  not  such  as 
to  warrant  any  increase  in  the  cost  of  opera¬ 
tion.  Practically  all  the  team  owners  of  the 
association  attended  the  joint  meeting  of  the 
Team  Owners’  Association  and  the  teamsters 
on  Friday  night  and  protested  against  the 
signing  of  any  such  contracts  as  were  called 
for  by  the  drivers. 

Glenn  W.  Traer,  receiver  of  the  Illinois  Col¬ 
lieries  Company,  has  received,  indirectly,  word 
from  Washington  that  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  has  decided  the  contention 
between  him  and  the  Illinois  Central,  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Alton,  the  Chicago,  Peoria  &  St.  Louis 
and  other  roads,  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  Mr. 
Traer  has  not  as  yet  obtained  the  full  decision 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  on 
this  subject,  but  it  probably  follows  closely  the 
arguments  of  the  attorneys  for  Mr.  Traer 
which  were  published  in  this  paper  a  few 
weeks  ago.  The  Illinois  Collieries  Company 
and  others  were  making  formal  complaint  to 
the  Commission  that  the  defendant  railroads 
were  discriminating  in  the  matter  of  distribu¬ 
tion  of  fuel  cars.  •  They  asked  the  commission 
to  make  a  ruling  that,  in  distributing  the  cars 
for  commercial  coal  to  all  the  mines  in  the 
state,  account  should  be  taken  of  the  number 
of  cars  furnished  certain  mines  which  supplied 
the  railroads  with  fuel.  The  railroads,  here¬ 
tofore,  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  making 
distributions  along  that  line  and  gave  rise  to 
inequalities  and  conditions  which  Mr.  Traer 
declared  amounted  to  discrimination.  The  very 
pointed  argument  in  this  case  of  Cassody  & 
Butler,  attorneys  for  the  Illinois  Collieries 
Company,  was  that  if  a  mine  had  a  rated 
capacity  of  1,000  tons  per  day  it  could  ship 
500  tons  of  railroad  fuel  and  still  have  a  rated 
capacity  of  1,000  tons  per  day,  or  having  ex¬ 
hausted  half  of  its  rated  capacity  it  could  still 
have  the  whole.  The  full  text  of  the  decision 
will  probably  be  given  out  by  the  commission 
in  a  very  short  time. 


Claiming  that  a  mortgage  for  $325,000  nego¬ 
tiated  in  1902,  has  never  been  satisfied,  the 
New  York  Trust  Company  has  filed  a  bill  in 
equity  in  the  Scranton  courts,  asking  for  an 
injunction  restraining  the  Langcliffe  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  from  operating  until  an  accounting  of 
its  business  is  made.  Thomas  R.  Brooks. 
George  C.  Brooks  and  John  H.  Brooks,  and 
the  executors  of  the  estate  of  John  A  Mears 
are  named  as  defendants.  The  Langcliffe  Coal 
Company  operates  a  tract  of  land  in  Luzerne 
county  leased  and  acquired  by  Reese  G.  Brooks 
and  John  A.  Mears,  when  the  company  was 
organized  in  1902.  The  trust  company  claims 
that  at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  they  ac¬ 
cepted  a  mortgage  on  the  property  for  a  loan 
of  $325,000.  The  life  of  the  mortgage  had  not 
expired  before  Messrs.  Brooks  and  Mears  had 
both  died,  and  the  company  passed  into  the 
control  of  their  executors.  Interest  on  the 
mortgage,  it  is  alleged,  has  accumulated  during 
the  intervening  years  which,  it  is  alleged,  re¬ 
mains  unpaid,  together  with  the  principal. 
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Invoking 
the  Laws. 


News  comes  from  Washington  this  week  that  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  granted  the 
plea  of  the  Illinois  Collieries  Company  and  has 
issued  an  order  compelling  the  railroads  in  Illinois 
to  take  into  consideration  the  fuel  cars  when  making  distribution  of 
equipment  among  strictly  commercial  mines.  The  point  of  most  vital 
importance  is  that  the  shipping  companies  are  beginning  to  get  results 
in  their  effort  to  compel  the  railroad  companies  to  deal  justly. 

Some  of  the  more  radical  are  likely  to  take  the  stand  that  at  last 
the  law  and  the  courts  are  taking  cognizance  of  the  rights  of  the  ship¬ 
ping  companies.  This  would  indicate  a  belief  on  the  part  of  the  radicals 
that  justice  has  not  been  as  blind  as  represented  and,  in  the  past,  has 
been  inclined  to  favor  the  concern  with  the  longer  purse.  The  hypothe¬ 
sis  is  false  and  the  significance  of  this  decision  is  not  understood  if  one 
takes  such  a  position.  We  have  just  passed  through  a  period  of  agita¬ 
tion  in  which  business  has  figured.  The  relation  between  the  shipper 
and  the  carrier  and  between  the  big  and  the  little  concerns  has  been  ex¬ 
pounded  to  the  last  extremity.  Out  of  it  the  men  in  business  have 
learned  how  to  go  about  righting  their  wrongs.  In  other  words,  a  con¬ 
cern  having  an  injustice  done  it  has  found  how  to  invoke  the  law  that 
the  inequalities  might  be  stopped. 

The  Illinois  Collieries  Company  did  not  obtain  its  decision  through 
merely  berating  the  railroad  companies,  but  it  hired  a  firm  of  attorneys, 
studied  the  iaw  in  question,  found  what  formula  the  law  prescribed  for 
filing  and  prosecuting  a  complaint,  and  then  invoked  the  law  in  the  man¬ 
ner  provided  by  the  law.  Legal  technicalities  were  observed  strictly 
and  the  decision  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  was  merely 
the  ruling  of  a  commerce  court.  The  point  for  the  coal  man  to  observe 
is  that  no  law  is  placed  upon  the  statute  books  without  a  definite  method 
laid  down  for  invoking  its  protection.  It  never  has  sufficed  and  it  never 
will  suffice  to  call  attention  merely  to  an  injustice  without  following  this 
up  appealing  to  the  law  in  the  way  the  law  itself  outlines. 

The  American  business  man,  and  especially  the  coal  man,  has 
learned,  from  the  recent  agitation,  the  method  of  going  about  correct¬ 
ing  the  evils.  This  is  going  to  result  in  something  more  nearly  ap¬ 
proaching  equitable  business  relations  in  the  future  than  have  existed 
in  the  past. 


This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  some  retail  coal 
Making  Retail  dealers  begin  to  make  contracts  for  the  ensuing  year, 
p  .  PnntrarK  Being  committed  as  to  price  to  his  patrons,  the 
dealer’s  winter  profits  must  be  large  or  small,  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  price  of  coal  wholesale  is  advanced  at  his  expense  or  re¬ 
cedes  to  his  advantage.  To  a  certain  extent,  when  the  dealer  makes  a 
contract  with  a  consumer,  he  is  speculating. 

In  all  speculative  ventures  it  is  well  to  take  all  speculative  possibil¬ 
ity  into  consideration,  and  this  year  the  retail  dealer  is  confronted  not 
only  with  the  question  of  fluctuations  of  coal  prices,  but  the  possible 
fluctuation  in  freight  rates.  Last  week  attention  was  called,  in  The 
Black  Diamond,  to  the  fact  that  the  presidents  of  various  railroads  were 
considering  the  advisability  of  advancing  all  freight  rates  or,  what  would 


amount  to  the  same  thing,  the  equalization  of  rates  by  the  readjustment 
of  classifications.  This  has  a  very  direct  bearing  upon  the  coal  business, 
and  enters,  as  a  speculative  element,  into  the  operations  of  the  retailer 
who  is  going  to  sell  coal  on  contract.  Most  mine  operators  sell  their 
coal  at  a  stipulated  price  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  The  retail  dealers  sell  their 
coal  on  contract  at  a  stipulated  price,  delivered  into  the  consumers’  bins. 
Without  his  knowledge  or  consent  the  railroad  may  influence,  at  any 
time,  the  profits  of  the  retail  dealer  and  even  remove  them  entirely  by 
advancing  the  freight  rate  on  coal  from  the  mine  to  his  yard. 

In  making  contracts  with  consumers,  the  dealer  naturally  figures  on 
the  cost  of  transportation,  the  cost  of  handling  and  his  profit.  There  is 
a  certain  margin  of  cost  which  must  always  be  taken  into  consideration 
and  this  is  likely  to  be  influenced  at  any  time  by  an  advance  in  freight 
rates  or  by  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  operating  the  yard.  It  is  not  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  coal  dealer  to  provide  against  every  contingency,  but  he  can 
provide,  by  contract,  against  the  fluctuations  of  freight  rates.  A  method 
for  taking  care  of  this  has  been  suggested  by  Mr.  John  Sallmon  of  Chi¬ 
cago  who,  as  manager  of  a  large  retail  department,  has  inserted  in  his 
contract  a  clause  that  these  prices  are  based  upon  a  given  freight  rate 
from  the  mines  to  the  retailer’s  yard  and  are  subject  to  fluctuations  in 
the  rates — the  consumer  getting  the  benefit  of  any  reduction  or  paying 
any  increase. 

This  clause  is  recommended  to  the  retail  dealers  throughout  the 
country  as  not  only  feasible,  but  sane.  The  consumer  always  pays  the 
freight  rate  and  might  as  well  be  instructed  now,  as  at  any  other  time, 
just  what  part  the  freight  rate  plays  in  the  cost  of  his  fuel.  The  insertion 
of  this  clause  recommends  itself  for  the  additional  reason  that  it  im¬ 
mediately  interests  the  consumer  in  the  whole  question  of  freight  rates 
and  adds  a  fighting  force  to  the  shippers  and  consignees  who  are  trying 
to  regulate  the  carrying  charges.  Mr.  Sallmon  has  hit  upon  a  suggestion 
which  will  probably  be  productive  of  big  results  if  generally  adopted  by 
the  trade. 


Upon  the  recommendation  of  President  Roosevelt, 
Restricted  Use  congress  is  today  considering  a  bill  which  provides 

of  Inilinction  ^0r  a  res*-r'c*-e<^  use  court  injunction.  Discussion 
has  narrowed  down  to  the  prohibition  of  court  in¬ 
junctions  issued  against  labor  unions  in  cases  where  employers  and 
employes  have  disagreed.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  a  suggestion  for  this 
law  came  from  the  labor  unions. 


The  measure,  in  its  last  analysis,  is  a  blow  at  judicial  discretion  be¬ 
cause  it  seeks  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  court  the  right  to  say 
where  the  acts  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  are  likely  to  do  damage  to 
another.  That  discretion  was  first  given  to  the  court  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  property  from  destruction.  It  is  a  quick  way  that  organized 
society  has  of  expressing  its  control  over  its  turbulent  members.  To 
limit  the  powers  of  the  court  as  proposed,  is  consequently  to  grant  im¬ 
munity  to  turbulent  members  from  punishment  in  case  their  acts  do 
violence  to  the  vested  rights  of  another.  It  gives  license  to  one  element 
of  society  and  leaves  another  element  of  society  without  protection  at 
the  hand  of  the  government,  which  each  helps  to  support. 

There  is  possible  safety  in  this  one  thing.  The  center  of  our  govern¬ 
mental  system  is  the  courts  which  have  to  pass  upon  the  constitutional¬ 
ity  of  laws.  If  congress,  carried  away  by  the  murmurs  and  babble  of  the 
rabble,  seeks  to  grant  immunity  to  the  labor  unions  and  deprive  vested 
rights  of  protection  from  the  government,  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 
court  to  declare  such  enactments  unconstitutional,  which  unquestionably 
they  are. 

The  whole  application  of  the  law  can  be  brought  directly  home 
to  the  coal  operator  and  his  interests.  He  has  spent  a  vast  amount  of  money 
in  the  development  of  a  mine  with  which  to  supply  the  nation’s  industries 
and  homes  with  fuel  which  they  must  have.  He  has  equipped  this  mine 
with  valuable  machinery  which  can  be  destroyed  by  violence  or 
can  be  injured  by  being  permitted  to  lie  unused.  A  lot  of  mine  employes 
might  go  on  a  strike  and  determine  that  this  property  should  not  be 
operated  either  by  their  men  or  any  others.  If  they  should  endeavor 
in  enforcing  their  decree  that  the  mine  shall  close,  to  destroy  the  prop¬ 
erty  or  make  useless  the  machinery,  it  is  pre-eminently  within  the  police 
powers  of  the  state  to  put  out  the  checking  hand.  It  is  pre-eminently 
within  the  discretion  of  the  court  to  make  the  members  of  any  such 
organization  amenable  to  the  court  for  their  acts.  To  limit  this  power 
of  the  court,  as  far  as  the  mine  workers  were  concerned,  would  not  only 
be  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  coal  supply,  but  the  coal  operator  of 
protection  for  his  property  and  would  limit  the  police  powers  of  the 
state  and  federal  government.  This  is  impossible  if  public  order  is  going 
to  be  maintained.  The  bill  providing  for  a  restriction  of  the  use  of  the 
injunction  should  be  killed  in  congress  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
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Congressional  Action  Is  Delayed. 


Several  bills  referring  intimately  to  the  coal 
trade  and  of  benefit,  if  enacted  into  a  law,  to 
the  coal  operators  and  consumers,  are  now  in 
a  precarious  position  before  congress.  Some 
of  them  are  held  in  committee  and  others  have 
been  reported  out  favorably  but  have  not  been 
given  a  place  on  the  calendar.  In  the  rush  of 
other  matters  it  is  barely  possible  that  some  of 
these,  if  not  all,  will  be  held  over  for  future 
discussion  and  maybe  pass  out  of  existence  with 
the  present  congress. 

There  is  danger  of  this  being  true  unless  the 
coal  producers  and  consumers  arise  to  demand 
of  co'ngress,  and  that  speedily,  the  passage  of 
these  measures  before  the  adjournment  for  the 
summer.  Congressmen  are  now  in  an  apa¬ 
thetic  mood  as  regards  everything  but  political 
bickering,  but  a  strong  protest  from  business 
men  might  galvanize  them  into  action  on  these 
very  important  matters. 

Very  early  in  the  session  it  was  recommended 
that  an  appropriation  of  $195,000  be  made  to 
begin  the  investigation  into  the  causes  of  ex¬ 
plosions  and  accidents  in  coal  mines.  At  that 
time  the  subject  of  coal  mine  disasters  was 
fresh  in  the  mind  of  every  congressman  and 
every  citizen  in  the  United  States  because  four 
disasters  had  occurred  in  the  east  and  south, 
which  shocked  the  whole  community.  Then 
congress  thought  it  worth  while  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  the  comparatively  small  sum 
of  $195,000  to  find  what  would  benefit  the  min¬ 
ers  by  checking  the  growth  both  in  numbers 
and  importance  of  these  serious  catastrophies. 
The  matter  of  appropriation,  instead  of  being 
rushed  through  when  congress  had  time  for 
discussion,  was  held  up  in  committee.  As  the 
country  got  further  and  further  away  from 
the  four  big  catastrophies  of  last  November 
and  December  public  interest  in  the  workers 
of  mines  and  in  the  mine  owners  began  to  die 
down,  and  the  ardor  of  the  congressmen  be¬ 
gan  to  cool  with  regard  to  investigating  these 
explosions. 

If  no  action  is  taken  at  this  session,  appro¬ 
priating  this  comparatively  insignificant  sum, 
the  country  in  general  and  the  coal  trade  in 
particular  will  be  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
congress,  in  order  to  be  induced  to  act,  will 
have  to  be  given  almost  daily  lessons,  in  the 
need  for  this  sort  of  legislation,  by  coal  mine 
disasters  which  will  wipe  out  property  and 
snuff  out  human  lives.  Under  ordinany  circum¬ 
stances  the  time  for  congressional  action  is  not 
during  the  heat  of  excitement  over  some  se¬ 
rious  catastrophe,  but  when  the  public  mind  is 
comparatively  at  rest  and  can  think  of  these 
things  logically  and  sensibly. 

The  bill  appropriating  this  $195,000  is  still 
held  up  in  the  conference  committee.  It  has 
not  even  been  reported  out  and  the  chances 
are  now  that  it  will  not  be  unless  special  stress 
is  laid  upon  its  need  by  the  coal  operators  and 
the  associations  of  coal  dealers. 

Congress  appears,  at  this  late  date,  to  be  suf¬ 
fering  from  a  dread  that  the  temporary  reduc¬ 
tion  of  governmental  revenue,  because  the  im¬ 
ports  of  foreign  commerce  have  been  lessened, 
will  leave  the  United  States  treasury  practical¬ 
ly  bare.  In  fact,  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment  appears  itself  to  be  suffering  from  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  lack  of  confidence  and  to  be  hoarding 
its  money.  The  influence  of  such  policy  upon 
the  public,  when  everyone  is  trying  to  restore 
confidence  and  get  the  people  to  unloose  their 
money,  is  likely  to  be  more  far  reaching  than 
appears  to  the  representatives  right  now.  This 
policy  can  not  but  react  upon  individuals  and 
companies  and  cause  them  to  go  even  further 
in  their  plans  of  retrenchment.  It  is  with  a 
distinct  shock  that  the  country  has  learned  that 
important  measures  contained  in  the  sundry 
civil  bill  have  been  ruthlessly  pruned.  No  one 
thing  has  been  of  more  value  to  the  coal  con 
sumers,  and  in  the  long  run  to  the  coal  pro¬ 
ducers  than  the  work  of  the  fuel  testing  plant 
of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey.  For 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  this  work  and  of 
permitting  definite  results  to  be  obtained,  con¬ 
gress  had  originally  provided  an  appropriation 
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of  $250,000  to  be  carried  in  the  sundry  civil 
bill.  This  has  now  been  cut  to  $150,000.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  lopping  off  of  $100,000 
is  going  to  be  a  very  serious  hindrance  to  that 
department  and  should  not  be  permitted  by 
the  people  at  large.  Another  reduction  of  a 
similar  nature  in  this  same  bill  is  that  of  the 
appropriation  for  testing  structural  materials 
from  $100,000  to  $50,000.  These  two  things  in¬ 
dicate  the  policy  of  retrenchment  on  which 
the  government  has  entered  and  it  seems  to 
be  a  useless  precaution  viewed  from  the  broad¬ 
est  possible  standpoint. 

Of  a  different  nature  is  the  attitude  of  con¬ 
gress  toward  the  Foster  bill,  which  provides 
national  aid  to  the  state  mining  schools  on  the 
same  basis  as  that  now  extended  to  the  agri¬ 
cultural  colleges.  This  Foster  bill  has  been 
considered  as  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
entire  trade  because  it  will  permit  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  educational  institutions  to  take 
up  such  necessary  work  as  is  now  being  done 
by  the  Illinois  state  university  in  the  testing 
of  western  fuels  to  show  how  they  can  be  con¬ 
sumed  to  the  best  advantage.  This  bill  was  in¬ 
troduced  into  congress  by  Mr.  Foster,  one  of 
the  representatives  from  Illinois  and  for  the 
time  being  appeared  to  meet  with  every  possi¬ 
ble  encouragement  from  the  federal  govern- 


The  Hepburn  amendment  to  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  law  is  commanding  considerable  at¬ 
tention  in  congress.  The  measure  throws  so 
much  confusion  into  the  relation  between  big 
corporations  and  the  government  that  it  has 
been  very  severely  condemned  b.y  the  best 
thinkers  in  the  country. 

Congressman  Hepburn  has  a  penchant  for 
enigmatical  legislation.  When  a  remedy  is 
desired  he  usually  comes  to  the  fore  with  some¬ 
thing  which  looks  plausible  on  the  face  of  it 
but,  upon  analysis,  is  found  to  rest  entirely 
upon  the  one  word  in  the  whole  English  lan¬ 
guage  which  is  the  most  difficult  to  define — 
reasonable.  Two  years  ago  when  the  railroad 
question  was  before  the  American  people  Mr. 
Hepburn  provided  a  law  which  was  sane  and 
sensible  in  most  respects;  was  beneficial  to  the 
shipping  interests  and,  in  its  final  analysis,  not 
harmful  to  the  transportation  companies.  It 
would  have  been  an  ideal  measure  had  not 
Congressman  Hepburn  depended  for  the  main 
strength  of  his  rate  clause  upon  resort  to  a 
“reasonable  rate.”  Nobody  as  yet  has  been 
able  to  determine  what  is  a  reasonable  rate  and 
nobody,  probably,  ever  will  be.  In  the  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law — a  meas¬ 
ure,  by  the  way,  which  is  exact  in  every  par¬ 
ticular — Mr.  Hepburn  declares  that  only  com¬ 
binations  which  exercise  a  “reasonable  re¬ 
straint  of  trade”  are  to  be  permitted.  Now,  if 
someone  will  come  to  the  front  and  kindly 
suggest  what  is  a  “reasonable”  restraint  of  trade 
and  where  the  line  can  be  drawn  which  di¬ 
vides  the  reasonable  from  the  unreasonable 
combinations  the  Hepburn  amendment  can  be 
placed  on  the  statute  books  and  become  an  ef¬ 
fective  document  instead  of  a  combination  of 
airy  nothings  confusing  to  both  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  corporate  interests. 

This  measure  is  weak  in  other  particulars. 
All  questions  of  whether  or  not  a  combination 
is  reasonable  is  left  to  the  head  of  the  Bureau 
of  Corporations  of  the  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  Labor.  When  it  Is  realized  that 
there  are  eighty-five  million  people  in  this 
country  and  that  before  long  there  will  be 
ninety  million;  that  all  these  people  are  doing 
business;  that  the  combinations  are  likely  to 
spring  up  almost  any  day;  and  that  there  is 
only  one  head  of  the  bureau  of  corporations 
it  can  readily  be  seen  that,  in  the  matter  of  a 
week,  he  could  be  so  flooded  with  work  that 
he  would  not  be  able  to  accomplish  it  all  in¬ 
side  of  a  year.  His  decisions  must  not  be  de¬ 
layed,  however,  and  so  the  decision  will  have 
to  be  made  by  factotums  employed  as  clerks 
around  the  government  bureau.  The  govern¬ 


ment.  It  has  even  been  reported  favorably  to 
the  house  of  representatives  by  the  committee 
to  which  it  was  referred  and  seemed  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  taken  up  and  passed  if  once  it  could 
be  given  a  definite  place  on  the  calendar. 

Congress  seems  to  be  so  busy  with  political 
plans,  with  financial  or  currency  enactments, 
and  with  a  few  other  general  propositions  of 
law,  that  the  time  for  development  legislation 
can  not  be  found.  In  brief,  congress  has  to  be 
informed  definitely  by  the  people  that  construc¬ 
tive  legislation  is  quite  as  necessary  at  this  ses¬ 
sion  as  is  that  of  iconoclastic  nature  and  that 
helpful  laws  will  be  quite  as  beneficial  to  the 
whole  people  as  some  measures  which  are  de¬ 
signed  to  place  certain  organizations  under  the 
ban  of  law. 

Just  now  congress  is  especially  amenable  to 
suggestions  from  the  people.  Many  of  them 
have  to  be  re-elected  next  fall  and  they  realize 
that  the  business  men  have  an  important  in¬ 
fluence  upon  politics.  They  did  not  care  to 
run  counter  to  any  popular  wish  on  the  eve  of 
presidential  election.  If  there  was  ever  a  time 
when  the  coal  trade  could  rise  to  demand  some¬ 
thing  of  congress,  with  every  expectation  of 
being  successful,  that  time  is  today.  These 
three  measures  are  all  of  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  coal  trade.  A  suggestion  to  the 
congressman  from  as  many  different  districts 
as  possible,  that  these  laws  be  placed  on  the 
statute  books,  would  have  a  very  decided  ten¬ 
dency  to  get  definite  action  upon  the  question 
at  once. 


ment's  permission  to  a  big  corporation  to  do 
a  big  business  would  depend  upon  the  caliber 
of  some  clerk  drawing  from  $100  to  $125  per 
month.  This  is  one  very  serious  objection  to 
the  proposed  bill. 

Another  is  that  the  law  gives  into  the  hands 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  the  right 
to  bind  and  loose  big  corporations  the  country 
over.  It  will  be  in  his  power  to  either  grant 
immunity  or  bring  down  condemnation  amount¬ 
ing  practically  to  extermination  upon  any  cor¬ 
poration  which  meets  or  falls  short  of  his  fa¬ 
vor.  It  is  permitted  to  him — without  any  lan¬ 
guage  in  the  law  limiting  his  scope — to  adopt 
rules  for  the  government  of  these  corporations. 
Regardless  of  the  office  he  occupies  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  is  a  mere  man  after 
all,  and  the  mere  fact  that  he  is  elected  to  the 
office  does  not  lift  him  into  the  deity.  Not  all 
presidents  have  been  scrupulously  honest  and 
beyond  reproach  and  not  all,  in  future,  will  be. 
The  question  before  congress  today  is  one  that 
influences  not  only  immediate  relations,  but 
extends  indefinitely  into  the  future. 

It  enters  intimately  into  the  present  and  fu¬ 
ture  relations  of  corporations  with  the  United 
States  government.  With  them  it  is  a •  matter 
of  life  and  death,  of  corporate  existence  or  cor¬ 
porate  extinction.  No  one  denies  the  need  of 
some  law,  regulating  corporations,  to  keep 
them  within  reason  as  far  as  public  welfare  is 
concerned,  but  in  curing  one  evil  it  is  not 
necessary  to  introduce  a  greater  one. 

This  law  comes  directly  home  to  the  coal 
trade  and  possibly  more  directly  than  a  great 
many  people  are  aware  or  are  willing  to  admit. 
Consolidations  of  coal  mining  companies  have 
been  made  and  more  consolidations  are  to  be 
made  in  future.  Men  with  broad  caliber  and 
big  minds  have  declared  that  competition  run 
riot  necessitates  wasteful  methods  in  coal  op¬ 
eration.  The  only  way  apparently  to  check 
this  now  is  to  remove,  by  consolidation,  some 
of  the  smaller  and  more  careless  competitors 
from  the  field.  It  is  not  only  a  question  of 
corporation  profits,  but  of  conserving  the  coal 
supply  of  the  country  that  makes  consolida¬ 
tions  almost  imperative.  These  consolidations, 
if  the  Hepburn  amendment  to  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  act  is  placed  upon  the  statute  books, 
will  be  subject  to  that  inane  and  almost  vicious 
piece  of  legislation. 

It  may  be  that  it  is  designed  to  flatter  the 
peculiar  personality  of  some  officer  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  but  if  so  the  country  should  not  be 
compelled  to  pay  such  a  high  price  for  the 
tickling  of  the  ear  of  any  member  of  the  exec¬ 
utive  force  established  in  the  national  capitol. 
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General  Review. 

Big  Contracts  Are  Placed  But  the  Move 
merit  Is  Not  Sufficiently  General 
to  Influence  Output. 


Railroad  contracting  has  played  some  little  part 
in  the  coal  business  for  the  week.  Our  Cleve¬ 
land  advices  are  that  two  Canadian  railroads  have 
placed  contracts  for  approximately  2,500,000  tons 
of  coal  to  be  delivered  during  the  current  con¬ 
tract  year.  In  the  Pittsburgh  territory  some  small 
contracts  have  been  placed  with  southern  con¬ 
sumers  and  further  buying  has  been  done  by  the 
northwestern  trade  drawing  its  supply  from  the 
Pittsburgh  territory.  Some  contracts,  ranging 
from  75,000  to  3  50,000  tons,  have  been  placed 
through  Chicago  offices  for  eastern  coals  and  in 
the  anthracite  fields  some  reasonably  large  con¬ 
tracts  have  been  placed. 

It  is  apparent  that  contract  buying  has  begun, 
in  a  small  way,  although  the  movement  is  not  yet 
anywhere  near  as  large  as  is  normal  for  this  time 
of  the  year.  Moreover  the  consumers  are  not 
anxious  to  place  orders  against  contracts,  their 
principal  desire  being  to  assure  themselves  a  suf¬ 
ficient  supply  of  coal  in  case  any  emergency 
arises  later.  It  is  noted  that  the  railroads  which 
have  bought  are  mostly  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Canadian  border  and,  in  consequence,  removed, 
by  a  good  distance,  from  the  center  of  coal  sup¬ 
ply  while  the  railroads  on  this  side  and  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity  of  the  mines  have  not  yet  thought 
it  necessary  to  place  contracts  for  material. 

The  spot  market  has  not  shown  any  radical 
improvement.  In  a  few  isolated  cases,  like  Chi¬ 
cago  and  the  immediate  west,  some  of  the  con¬ 
sumers  are  using  up  their  stocks  and  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  buy.  Since  the  Illinois  mines  are  not  in 
operation  this  demand  must  be  met  by  applica¬ 
tion  to  the' Indiana  mines,  which  are  profiting  in 
accordance.  The  principal  call  is  for  screenings 
which  can  not  be  produced  without  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  corresponding  amount  of  lump  and  since 
this  is  not  finding  any  sale  right  now  the  mines 
are  producing  cautiously  and  the  supply  of  screen¬ 
ings  is  so  limited  the  price  is  rising  rapidly.  This 
demand  has  not  reached  back  as  far  as  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania,  which  states  are  having  difficulty 
to  find  a  market  for  their  coal  and  the  mines  are 
on  a  limited  production.  They  will  continue  pro¬ 
ducing  a  limited  amount  until  the  lake  trade  be¬ 
gins  to  absorb  some  of  the  product  and  this  is 
not  likely  to  occur  before  the  first  of  June. 

There  is  some  significance  to  the  whole  coal 
trade  in  the  report  of  the  United  States  Steel 
Corporation  made  within  the  week.  This  shows 
a  rather  marked  reduction  in  net  earnings  from 
the  last  quarter  of  last  year,  but,  being  analyzed, 
shows  a  gradual  improvement  since  the  first  of 
January.  The  iron  and  steel  industry  is,  of 
course,  a  large  consumer  of  coke  and,  by  its  lat¬ 
eral  extension,  is  an  important  factor  in  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  coal.  The  improvement  in  the  steel 
trade  is  not  marked,  but  it  is  having  a  slight 
influence  upon  the  demand  for  coke  already  and. 
if  continued  for  some  time,  will  show  even  a 
greater  influence.  This  will,  of  course,  react  to 
the  benefit  of  the  coal  trade  and  should,  by  the 
latter  part  of  October  or  early  in  November, 
give  a  good  strong  tone  to  the  whole  coal  pro¬ 
ducing  industry.  No  one  expects  business  to  be 
very  brisk  until  after  election,  but  indications 
point  to  the  fact  that  business  will  be  reasonably 
good  from  election  time  on. 


Chicago  Market. 

Western  Consumers  Run  Short  of  Coal 
and  Buy  From  Eastern 
Producers. 


Some  of  the  influence  of  the  recent  mine 
suspension  is  beginning  to  make  itself  felt.  A 
good  many  western  consumers  are  now  com¬ 
paratively  out  of  coal  and  are  buying  of  In¬ 
diana  and  Ohio  producers.  Their  demand  is 
mainly  for  the  finer  coal.  However,  the  buying 
movement  is  not  anywhere  near  as  large  as 
some  of  some  of  the  coal  operators  would 
have  desired  and  the  feeling  is  now  almost 
general  that  another  month  would  possibly 
have  put  an  edge  on  the  market  that  would 
have  continued  all  through  this  summer. 

The  only  stimulating  influence  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  has  been  the  demand  for  screenings,  and 
it  is  now  beginning  to  look  as  though  the  price 
for  that  grade  would  be  almost  abnormally 
high  for  the  entire  summer.  The  reason  for 
that,  of  course,  is  that  the  mines  have  not 
now  and  are  not  likely  to  have  any  big  de¬ 
mand  for  lump  and  can  not  produce  screenings 
without  having  lump  to  dispose  of.  When  lump 
coal  can  not  be  sold  screenings,  of  course, 
are  scarce.  This  condition  exists  now  and  is 
likely  to  continue  all  through  the  summer.  It 
will  not  take  very  long,  with  the  mines  all 
resuming,  to  catch  up  with  whatever  demand 
exists  now  and  it  may  be  expected  that  prices 
will  soon  work  easier  unless  the  mines  take  a 
very  decided  stand  and  refuse  to  ship  unsold 
coal  to  the  market.  This  they  have  not  been 
willing  to  do  as  is  shown  by  the  price  obtained 
for  some  of  the  eastern  coals,  Pittsburgh  and 
eastern  Ohio  mine  run  being  sold  at  $1.00  to 
$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  and  slack  on  the  basis 
of  65  to  75  cents.  The  smokeless  market  has 
been  gravitating  to  a  lower  level  under  the 
influence  of  an  oversupply. 

The  antracite  trade  is  expected  to  be  quiet 
for  the  next  ten  days,  the  shippers  occupying 
themselves  with  making  deliveries  on  coal 
ordered  under  the  April  circular,  but  which 
will  be  delivered  at  the  May  price. 

The  Western  Coals. 

The  Leiter  mines  have  a  monopoly  of  the  de¬ 
mand  for  Franklin  county  coal  because  all 
of  the  other  operations  are  closed  down  and 
all  of  the  coal  produced  prior  to  the  mine  sus¬ 
pension  has  been  used  up.  What  little  steam 
coal  is  for  sale  has  gone  at  $1.50  at  the  mines. 

Third  Vein  mines  are  still  idle  and  all  of 
the  coal  has  been  disposed  of,  some  of  the 
mines  even  running  short  of  coal  for  their  own 
use.  Prices  on  coal  for  delivery  after  resump¬ 
tion  are  f.  o.  b.  the  mines :  Mine-run,  $2.00 ; 
chunks,  $2.25 ;  standard  lump,  $2.15 ;  washed 
nut,  $2.15,  and  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  has  been  entirely  out  of  the 
market  within  the  week.  There  has  been  quite 
a  good  demand  for  screenings,  but  none  with 
which  to  supply  it. 

Springfield  coal  has  all  been  sold  up  and  since 
the  mines  are  not  likely  to  be  producing  again 
for  the  next  week  or  ten  days  the  prospects 
are  that,  when  a  resumption  occurs,  there  will 
be  a  good  demand  as  some  of  the  customers 
have  been  hungry  for  the  product  within  the 
week,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  they  have 
been  bidding  $1.00  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for 
screenings. 

Carterville  coal  is  off  the  market  because  the 
mines  are  not  producing.  The  consumers  were 
bidding  $1.00  for  screenings  and  $1.10  for  mine 
run  without  being  able  to  procure  any. 

Clinton  county  coal  operators  have  been  able 
to  scoop  in  the  business  which  would  naturally 
have  gone  to  the  Illinois  mines  within  the 
week.  Beyond  a  doubt  some  of  the  consumers 
of  Illinois  coal  are  beginning  to  get  very  short 
of  fuel  and  are  disposed  to  pay  very  good 
prices  for  both  mine-run  and  screenings.  With¬ 
in  the  '  week  some  Clinton  screenings  have 
been  sold  at  $1.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  or  $1.00  at 
the  mines,  but  prices  are  decidedly  uncertain 
as  the  lid  seems  to  bave  been  taken  off.  There 
has  been  a  little  demand,  within  the  week,  for 


Clinton  lump  and  some  has  been  sold  all  the 
way  from  $1.95  to  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  operators  have 
also  been  absorbing  some  of  the  demand  which 
would  naturally  have  gone  to  the  Illinois  mines. 
This  has  enabled  the  operators  to  get  out  a 
larger  tonnage,  but  so  far  it  has  not  influenced 
the  price.  Some  chunks  or  egg  have  sold  in 
Chicago  at  $2.00  to  $2.15,  delivered,  and  steam 
lump  has  sold  at  $1.95  to  $2.05. 

Brazil  Block  being  very  largely  a  domestic 
coal  has  been  influenced  by  the  weather,  but 
the  demand  is  better  than  a  week  ago  and  the 
number  of  mines  selling  at  $2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  is  on  the  increase.  The  lowest  price 
heard  this  week  was  $2.60. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Hocking  coal  is  decidedly  uncertain  in  the 
Chicago  market,  and  the  trade  is  slim.  The 
first  shipments  after  the  mine  resumption  were 
received  in  Chicago  on  last  Saturday  followed 
by  a  fairly  liberal  consignment  of  coal  on  Mon¬ 
day.  These  lots  were  shipped  on  orders  pre¬ 
viously  placed  and  since  that  time  the  operators 
and  western  agents  have  united  in  keeping  un¬ 
sold  coal  off  the  market  knowing  that  the 
dealers  are  still  very  well  stocked.  For  this 
reason  no  reduction  is  made  from  the  circular 
price  of  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Jackson  Hill 
is  coming  in  spasmodically  and  selling  at  $4.40. 
Pittsburgh  No.  8  is  being  confused  with  some 
other  coal  in  the  eastern  territory  and  while 
%-inch  is  sold  at  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  some 
coal  from  approximately  the  same  territory  has 
sold  freely  at  $2.65. 

Kanawha  coal,  which  was  recently  abundant 
on  the  Chicago  market,  has  been  pretty  well 
cleaned  up.  This  has  had  a  tendency  to  give 
little  firmer  tone  to  prices  even  though  the  de¬ 
mand  has  not  improved  appreciably.  Not  so 
much  cheap  coal  is  being  offered  and  the  bot¬ 
tom  price  is  now  probably  $3.15,  with  the 
average  price  about  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  not  selling  quite  so 
heavily  on  contract  this  year  as  last,  but  still 
a  good  deal  of  business  is  moving.  No  free 
coal  is  being  sold  on  the  Chicago  market.  On 
contracting  for  spot  delivery  the  prices  rule 
about  as  follows:  54-inch  steam,  $3.10;  fa- 
inch  gas,  $3.20,  and  lfa-inch  lump,  $3.30. 

Fairmont  coal  contracts  are  being  placed 
with  reasonable  promptness.  The  volume  of 
contracting  is  not  very  large  as  compared  with 
the  last  two  or  three  years.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  fa-inch  steam,  $3.10;  J^-inch  gas, 

$3.20. 

Smokeless  coal  has  been  coming  in  freely 
the  volume  shipped  to  the  Chicago  market 
being  large.  Moreover,  the  dealers  are  very 
well  stocked  and  the  demand  is  light.  Hardly 
any  coal  arrives,  but  must  be  moved  at  an 
effort  and  under  the  strongest  possible  per¬ 
suasion.  With  these  conditions  existing  it  is 
not  difficult  to  understand  why  the  prices  are 
gradually  on  a  receding  scale.  Mine-run  is 
probably  a  little  stronger  than  lump  or  egg, 
although  neither  can  be  said  to  have  any  buoy¬ 
ancy.  Mine-run  has  been  selling  all  the  way 
from  90  cents  to  $1.10,  the  average  price 
probably  ranging  between  95  cents  and  $1.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Some  high-grade  screened 
mine-run  has  sold  at  95  cents.  Lump  or  egg 
coal  is  very  uncertain  to  quote  because  so 
many  shippers  are  sending  in  lump  or  egg  for 
mine-run  and  quoting  mine-run  a  full  circular 
price  of  $1.25.  The  market  for  lump  or  egg 
ranges  between  $1.25  and  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines. 

The  Coke  Market. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  United  States 
Steel  Corporation  shows  the  trend  of  the  steel 
trade  and  consequently  of  the  coke  market. 
The  earnings  were  low  for  the  first  quarter, 
but  each  month  showed  an  improvement  over 
that  which  preceded.  This  indicates  that  the 
steel  trade  is  gradually  looking  up  and  that 
better  times  are  ahead  for  the  coke  market. 
For  the  time  being  coke  prices  are  a  little 
easier,  being  represented  by  the  following  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $4.90;  Wise 
County,  $4.75;  West  Virginia,  $4.65;  48-hour, 
$4.15;  by-product  foundry,  $5.25;  by-product 
domestic,  $4.75;  gas  house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Small  Contracts  Are  Made  Entailing  De 
liveries  Into  the  Lake  Territory 
—  Labor  Outlook. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  April  30,  1908. 

Although  there  has  been  a  general  resump¬ 
tion  in  the  great  majority  of  the  mines  through¬ 
out  the  entire  Pittsburgh  district,  within  the 
last  week  or  ten  days,  there  is  a  noticeable 
sluggishness  about  the  bituminous  coal  trade 
that  is  not  at  all  reassuring,  and  which,  it  is 
claimed  by  several  of  the  leading  operators,  is 
at  the  least,  far  from  satisfactory. 

Plenty  of  coal  is  being  mined  in  both  the 
river  mines  and  the  mines  shipping  by  rail, 
but  the  coal  trade  lacks  the  life  and  snap  that 
should  be  noted  at  this,  one  of  the  busiest 
times  of  the  year.  This  condition  cannot  ex¬ 
ist  for  any  length  of  time,  however,  as  there  is 
demand  now  and  there  will  be  greater  demand 
within  the  next  few  weeks.  Good  contracts 
are  being  signed  up  weekly  with  the  lake  ship¬ 
pers  and  with  consumers  in  the  great  north¬ 
west,  and  the  larger  producers  will  soon  have 
to  materially  increase  their  shipments  to  those 
fields.  The  independents  and  smaller  shippers 
have  already  started  to  increase  their  capac¬ 
ities  on  account  of  contracts  which  they  have 
in  the  same  regions,  and  many  of  which,  it 
might  as  well  be  remarked,  were  procured  by 
cutting  the  current  market  price  of  coal  during 
the  strike. 

But  few  of  the  large  mines  in  this  district, 
with  the  exception  of  those  located  along  the 
Monongahela  River,  are  running  to  capacity, 
although  the  full  resumption  of  operations  may 
be  looked  for  at  any  time  unless  labor  troubles 
should  interfere.  This  latter  possibility  is  con¬ 
sidered  rather  remote,  however,  by  authorities, 
and  almost  out  of  the  question. 

The  local  producing  market  has  been  greatly 
stirred  up  all  this  week  over  the  following 
statement  alleged  to  have  been  made  by 
Francis  Feehan,  president  of  District  No.  5, 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  at  Green¬ 
ville,  Pa.,  where  a  conference  of  the  operators 
and  miners  of  the  Butler-Mercer  district  was 
being  held. 

“I  am  going  to  exact  conditions  from  every 
operator  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  that  will 
mean  a  strike  which  may  spread  to  other  dis¬ 
tricts.” 

In  the  face  of  the  present  conditions,  and 
the  recent  resumption  of  work  throughout  this 
district,  it  is  generally  acknowleged  that  this 
statement,  if  it  were  really  made  by  Mr.  Fee¬ 
han,  is  one  of  the  most  foolish  and  indiscreet 
utterances  that  could  possibly  have  passed  his 
lips.  The  Pittsburgh  operators  are  heartily 
tired  of  the  controversy  over  the  wage  scale 
and  conditions,  and  just  at  the  present  time 
at  least,  it  would  not  take  much  to  cause  some 
of  them  to  declare  themselves  and  should  this 
statement  actually  have  been  made  by  the 
gentleman  to  whom  it  is  credited,  he  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  hear,  in  the  very  near  future,  from 
powers  that  are  head  and  shoulders  above  him. 
Even  some  of  the  leaders  among  the  miners 
in  Pittsburgh  were  so  incensed  that  they  did 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  should  the  above  ut¬ 
terance  actually  have  been  made,  steps  will  be 
taken  to  show  Mr.  Feehan  that  he  is  not  tied 
to  his  chair  with  ropes  that  a  sharp  knife  will 
not  cut. 

Right  here,  however,  we  will  make  one  pre¬ 
diction,  and  that  is  that  Tom  Lewis  will  be  in 
Pittsburgh  to  personally  take  charge  of  the 
whole  situation  just  as  soon  as  he  can  possibly 
arrange  to  do  so.  And  that  will  probably  be 
before  this  issue  of  the  The  Black  Diamond 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  readers.  One  of  the 
leading  operators  in  the  Pittsburgh  district 
made  the  following  statement,  following  the 
receipt  of  the  Feehan  outbreak,  and  this  state¬ 
ment  generally  voices  the  sentiments  of  all  of 
the  operators: 

“If  Feehan  tries  to  put  that  statement  into 
effect  when  he  comes  back  from  Greenville, 
the  miners  will  probably  impeach  him  just  as 
they  did  Patrick  Dolan.  The  rank  and  file  of 
the  miners  are  already  suffering  too  much  from 


lack  of  work  to  take  kindly  to  any  such  state¬ 
ment  from  their  district  president.  But  if  the 
miners’  officials  are  seeking  a  strike,  they  can 
find  it.  I  am  sorry  if  this  is  the  case,  how¬ 
ever,  as  we  have  spent  months  in  establishing 
an  agreement  and  arranging  terms  that  would 
permit  the  operation  of  the  mines.  But  the 
operators  will  stand  together.” 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  coal  prices 
in  this  district  this  week.  The  coke  trade 
continues  dull,  although  some  improvement  is 
noted  among  the  independents,  and  prices  are 
practically  the  same  as  noted  last  week. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

C.  H.  Howell,  a  prominent  coal  opertor  of 
Mahaffey,  Clearfield  county,  Pa.,  spent  several 
days  last  week  in  Pittsburgh  on  business. 

The  Latrobe  Coal  Company,  Latrobe,  Pa., 
has  about  half  of  the  ovens  at  Grays’  Station 
in  blast,  all  of  which  are  now  making  six  days 
a  week. 

Robert  Augustine,  a  well-known  coal  and 
coke  operator  of  Somerfield,  Pa.,  was  a  busi¬ 
ness  visitor  in  Pittsburgh,  for  several  days 
last  week. 

Josiah  V.  Thompson,  of  Uniontown,  Pa., 
and  one  of  the  leading  coal  land  owners  and 
coal  and  coke  operators  in  this  state,  was  in 
Pittsburgh  for  several  days  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  on  business. 

Additional  ovens  of  the  Atlantic  Crushed 
Coke  Company,  Bradenville,  Pa.,  will  be  blown 
in  during  the  coming  week  at  the  No.  2  works 
of  the  company,  near  Derry,  Pa.  Fifty  per 
cent  of  the  ovens  are  now  in  blast,  and  the 
company  operated  six  full  days  last  week. 

The  United  Coal  Company,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
reports  that  the  Patterson  mine,  located  near 
Elizabeth,  Pa.,  resumed  operations  in  full  last 
week,  and  will  now  be  operated  on  full  turn. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  output  will  be 
loaded  on  barges  and  flats  for  river  shipment. 

At  the  Latrobe  plant  of  the  Unity  Connells- 
ville  Coke  Company,  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  ten 
additional  coke  ovens  will  be  fired  during  the 
coming  week.  About  half  of  the  ovens  at  the 
plant  are  now  in  blast.  The  company  re¬ 
ports  having  received  a  number  of  good  orders 
for  coke. 

Instructions  have*  been  issued  to  William 
Clark,  superintendent  of  the  Meadow  Lands 
mines  of  the  Rich  Hill  Coal  Company,  to  place 
the  mines  in  full  operation  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  to  run  them  to  capacity.  The  mines  of 
the  company  are  located  near  Canonsburg,  Pa., 
and  furnish  employment  to  over  500  men. 

The  Tremont  mine  of  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  made  one  of  the  best  day’s 
runs  that  has  yet  been  recorded  in  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  valley.  This  mine  is  located  near 
Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  and  900  cars  of  screened 
coal,  which  is  equivalent  to  1,200  tons,  were 
taken  from  the  mine  in  one  working  day. 

The  coal  testing  and  shaft  construction  busi¬ 
ness  formerly  conducted  at  Summerville,  Pa., 
by  Wesson  &  McGiffin,  has  changed  hands, 
having  been  sold  last  week  to  Boyd  &  Fair- 
man,  of  Corsica,  Pa.  The  new  owners  have 
already  taken  charge  of  the  business,  and  will 
make  a  specialty  of  coal  drilling  and  general 
mine  and  shaft  contracting. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal 
&  Coke  Company  is  making  a  large  number  of 
important  improvements  at  the  Gallatin  mine, 
which  include  the  construction  of  new  tipples 
and  interior  improvements.  As  soon  as  these 
have  been  completed,  the  mine  will  be  put  in 
full  operation,  it  being  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  operated  by  the  company  on  the 
Monongahela  River.  It  is  located  near  Monon¬ 
gahela  City,  Pa. 

The  four  mines  of  the  Beaver  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  of  Wampum,  Pa.,  which  are  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  city  and  Hoytdale,  Pa., 
have  been  started,  and  are  now  running  to 
about  half  of  their  capacity.  As  soon  as  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  coal  trade  will  warrant,  they  will 
be  worked  to  the  full  turn,  and  shipments 
made  to  the  Lake  district.  While  the  mines 
were  closed  down,  a  number  of  needed  re¬ 
pairs  were  made. 


The  Dunkirk,  Hazel  Kirk  and  Acme  mines 
of  Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Company, 
Fulton  building,  Pittsburgh,  all  resumed  opera¬ 
tions  last  week,  and  will  shortly  be  running 
to  their  capacity.  Improvements  have  been 
made  since  the  mines  closed  down  some  weeks 
ago,  and  still  further  improvements  are  con¬ 
templated  for  the  coming  summer.  These  will 
be  of  such  nature,  however,  that  the  mines  will 
not  be  forced  to  close  down. 

Abraham  Rigger,  of  Pittsburgh,  has  com¬ 
pleted  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  coal 
underlying  the  farm  of  Daniel  Cunningham, 
near  Wampum,  Pa.,  and  will  at  once  open  the 
tract.  Several  shafts  will  be  sunk  as  soon  as 
surveys  are  completed  and  contracts  can  be 
awarded.  There  is  a  large  acreage  of  high- 
class  coal  in  the  tract,  none  of  which  has  ever 
been  worked.  The  new  owner  will  move  his 
home  at  once  to  Wampum,  where  he  will  be 
able  to  assume  personal  charge  of  the  develop¬ 
ments. 

The  general  purchasing  offices  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  have  been  moved  from  New  York  City 
to  Cresson,  Pa.,  where  they  will  be  conducted 
in  the  future  in  order  to  be  closer  to  the  mines 
of  the  company.  R.  M.  Law,  general  purchas¬ 
ing  agent,  and  Joseph  Thropp,  assistant  pur¬ 
chasing  agent  of  the  concern,  are  now  located 
in  the  new  offices  of  the  company,  which  are 
located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Postoffice 
building,  these  gentlemen  having  moved  last 
week  from  New  York. 

The  lease  on  700  acres  of  fine  coal  land  in 
Cambria  county,  Pa.,  has  been  sold  by  the 
owners  of  the  lease,  Charles  W.  Stuart  and 
Horace  A.  Tompkins,  both  of  Ebensburg,  Pa., 
to  unknown  parties,  who  will  assume  control 
of  the  property  at  once.  The  mine  entrance 
is  near  Nantyglo,  and  the  purchase  includes 
the  entire  mining  equipment.  The  new  owners 
will  operate  the  mine  on  a  royalty  basis,  and 
will  materially  increase  the  output  during  the 
present  summer.  The  mine  is  electrically 
equipped. 

E.  M.  Grant,  T.  P.  Reay,  E.  D.  Tumlin,  J. 
B.  Hanford  and  T.  J.  Arthur,  all  of  Mononga¬ 
hela,  Pa.,  have  formed  the  Arthurdale  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  and  the  general  offices  will  be 
located  in  that  city.  The  company  was  in¬ 
corporated  under  the  laws  of  this  state,  and 
will  open  and  operate  mines  and  mining  prop¬ 
erties  at  Arthurdale  and  Reedsville,  Preston 
county,  W.  Va.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  com¬ 
pany  to  erect  several  modern  coking  plants  on 
the  properties  in  the  future,  although  no  move 
will  be  made  in  this  direction  until  after  the 
mines  are  fully  opened. 

The  Westmoreland  Coal  Company,  of  Irwin, 
Pa.,  has  started  the  planting  of  trees  this  year 
on  a  large  tract  of  land  owned  by  the  company, 
near  the  plant  and  mines  at  Export,  Pa.  Each 
of  these  trees,  which  are  black  locust  seedlings, 
will  be  placed  in  the  center  of  a  plot  of  ground 
six  feet  by  eight,  and  will  provide  pit  posts 
and  mine  timbers  in  years  to  come.  The 
available  supply  of  this  class  of  lumber  has 
been  diminishing  so  rapidly  in  late  years  that 
the  company  decided  to  assure  its  supply  for 
a  number  of  years  to  come.  Fifty  thousand 
trees  will  be  planted  each  year  and  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  locality.  They  were  planted  at  Manor 
last  year. 

The  Pittsburgh  operators  held  a  meeting 
last  week  at  the  offices  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  and  appointed  the  following  com¬ 
mittee  which  will  represent  the  operators  at 
the  coming  meeting  of  the  wage  scale  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  miners:  George  W.  Schleuder- 
berg,  Chairman;  John  H.  Jones,  William  Keef 
er,  J.  H.  Sanford,  W.  A.  Luce,  J.  G.  Patter¬ 
son,  James  O’Neil,  H.  A.  Kuhn  and  S.  A.  Tay¬ 
lor.  The  committee  of  the  miners  will  be 
composed  of  President  Tom  Lewis  of  the  U. 
M.  W.  of  A.  and  the  local  executive  committee 
of  District  No.  5.  These  committees  will  meet 
in  joint  conference  to  consider  the  proposed 
change  in  the  working  rules,  which  was  left 
for  local  settlement  at  the  Toledo  convention. 
No  date  has  been  decided  upon  for  the  con¬ 
ference,  but  it  will  be  held  as  soon  as  Presi¬ 
dent  Lewis  is  able  to  come  to  Pittsburgh. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


River  Shipments  Are  Heavy  and  Stocks 
Are  Created  Against  Low-Water 
Stages. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond,  . 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  36. 

“Nothing  Doing”  completely  describes  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  coal  market  at  present.  There  is  no  ac¬ 
tivity  anywhere.  The  demand  for  coal  is  cer¬ 
tainly  at  its  minimum,  and  while  everybody  ex¬ 
pects  an  immediate  improvement,  everybody  has 
been  expecting  an  improvement  for  many  weeks. 
The  only  consolation  is  that  matters  can  not  get 
any  worse 

There  is  no  longer  any  tendency  toward  lower 
prices — the  bottom  seems  to  have  been  reached. 
Prices  do  not  seem  to  be  any  object.  Buying  is 
almost  exclusively  for  immediate  requirements, 
and  contracting  ahead  has  been  almost  lost  sight 
of.  A  number  of  the  producers  of  the  highest 
grades  of  splint  coal  have  circularized  their  trade 
to  the  effect  that  their  coal  is  now  being  sold  at 
the  minimum  price  of  $1.25  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
Kanawha  mines,  but  that  after  May  1  the  price 
will  be  advanced  ten  cents  a  ton  each  month 
until  August  or  September,  this  scheme  having 
been  planned  to  make  small  dealers  throughout 
the  country  lay  in  their  stock  early  in  order  to 
get  the  benefit  of  the  lower  prices.  The  plan  is 
copied  from  the  sliding  scale  of  the  anthracite 
people.  Whether  or  not  it  will  work  remains 
to  be  seen.  There  is  plenty  of  good  splint  lump 
being  offered  at  $1.25  a  ton  at  present,  but  the 
demand  for  it  is  very  meager. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  small  production  of 
lump  coal  is  making  nut  and  slack  very  scarce, 
and  this  grade  of  fuel  is  the  one  strong  feature 
in  the  market  here.  Good  nut  and  slack  is  bring¬ 
ing  seventy-five  cents  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  and 
ranges  up  to  eighty-five  cents  for  favorite  grades, 
and  down  to  sixty-five  cents  for  poor  qualities. 
Run-of-mine  is  fairly  firm  at  ninety-five  cents 
and  $1.00  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Few  contracts  have 
been  made  for  even  this  standard  fuel,  and  few 
are  being  made,  buyers  preferring  to  take  chances 
on  the  open  market  a  little  longer,  at  least. 

Smokeless  coal  is  quite  firm  at  circular  prices, 
but  next  to  none  is  being  sold.  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  lump  and  egg  are  quoted  at  $1.60  a 
ton  at  the  mines  with  run-of-mines  $1.25. 

The  river  is  now  continuously  navigable,  and 
large  quantities  of  Pittsburgh  coal  are  finding 
their  ways  to  this  and  other  river  markets.  From 
this  time  on  the  shippers  from  both  Pittsburgh 
and  Kanawha  will  begin  to  fill  up  this  market  in 
anticipation  of  low  water  and  the  summer  sea¬ 
son.  River  lump  ranges  from  seven  and  one-half 
to  eight  cents  a  bushel  of  2,688  cubic  inches,  and 
nut  and  slack  from  five  to  six  cents  a  bushel  afloat 
in  barges.  No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  re¬ 
tail  market,  lump  of  the  ordinary  grades  selling 
for  $3.25  a  ton  delivered  to  families,  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  lump  $3.75  and  $1.00  delivered 
with  anthracite  $7.25. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  in 
the  market  for  its  yearly  supply  of  fuel.  It  uses 
nut  and  slack. 

R.  H.  Bartlit,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  The 
Darby  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  is  spending  a  few 
days  in  the  city. 

After  being  shut  down  for  several  weeks  on  ac¬ 
count  of  washouts,  etc.,  on  the  railroad,  nearly  all 
the  mines  on  the  Guyandotte  division  of  the 
C.  &  O.  are  again  working. 

The  American  Coal  Company  has  been  char¬ 
tered  in  West  Virginia  with  a  capitalization  of 
$500,000.  The  incorporators  are  W.  DeL.  Wal- 
bridge,  Hubert  R.  Mackay,  Harry  Crane  and  M. 
G.  Buckley. 

The  contract  for  supplying  Longview  asylum 
with  coal  has  been  awarded  to  The  Elmwood 
Coal  Company  at  its  bid  of  $2.8754  for  smoke¬ 
less  run-of-mine  delivered.  C.  C.  *3:  B.  Pocahon¬ 
tas  will  be  used. 

The  Arthurdale  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
just  been  incorporated  in  West  Virginia  with  a 
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capital  stock  of  $500,000.  E.  M.  Grant,  T.  P. 
Ray,  E.  D.  Turnlen,  J.  B.  Hanford,  and  T.  J. 
Arthur  are  the  incorporators. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Company  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  to  furnish  the  Cincinnati  school 
buildings  with  smokeless  coal  and  the  Cincinnati 
Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company  will  furnish 
the  splint  lump  coal.  The  prices  are  $1.68  and 
$1.48  respectively. 

C.  M.  Budd  of  the  A.  R.  Budd  Coal  Company, 
Pittsburgh,  has  been  at  French  Lick  Springs 
with  his  mother  for  a  week  or  two,  but  is  here 
now  looking  after  his  company’s  shipments  of 
rivel  coal  to  this  city. 

M.  L.  Spernberger,  the  millionaire  Jackson, 
Ohio,  coal  operator,  has  written  a  number  of  his 
Cincinnati  friends  that  he  is  much  improved  in 
health  since  he  went  to  Hot  Springs.  He  has  a 
party  of  six  friends  and  two  physicians  with 
him  to  look  after  him.  He  expects  to  remain 
in  the  south  for  thirty  days. 

A  large  delegation,  representing  the  various 
business  organizations  of  the  city,  went  to  Co¬ 
lumbus  this  week  to  work  in  the  interest  of  the 
“anti-smoke”  bill  that  is  now  before  the  state 
legislature.  Cincinnati  is  said  fo  be  one  of  the 
smokiest  cities  in  the  country,  and  even  the  coal 
men  would  welcome  any  measure  that  will  make 
the  city  cleaner. 

Colonel  Walter  B.  Crail,  wholesale  sales  agent 
of  The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  at  this  place,  has  gone  to  the 
Pacific  coast  for  a  protracted  visit  on  account  of 
his  health.  Mr.  Crail  has  been  suffering  from 
Bronchial  trouble  for  several  months,  and  the 
complaint  becoming  stubborn,  physicians  advised 
a  milder  climate  for  a  few  months.  Colonel  Crail 
has  a  sister  living  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  he 
will  spend  considerable  time  there. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  30. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  last  of  the  coal  held  on  track  at  the 
mines  has  been  cleaned  up  and  practically  no 
Illinois  coal  is  on  the  market.  A  few  cars  of 
Carterville  have  been  offered  around  at  price  of 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  mines  for  lump,  but  it  is  believed 
that  all  of  this  coal  will  be  cleaned  up  today. 

Indiana  coal  has  been  selling  here  for  the  last 
few  days  and  quite  a  little  of  it  is  now  coming 
in.  Indiana  mine-run  is  quoted  at  $1.85  f.  o.  b. 
East  St.  Louis  and  Indiana  lump  for  $2.10  f.  o.  b. 
East  St.  Louis.  Although  the  demand  is  not  very 
heavy,  it  is  thought  that  a  great  number  of  buy¬ 
ers  will  be  in  the  market  after  the  first  of  the 
month.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  fact  that  a  good  many 
large  users  of  coal  can  about  see  the  bottom 
of  their  coal  bins  and  it  looks  as  if  the  jobbers 
would  have  a  feast  for  at  least  several  weeks 
next  month,  as  it  is  accepted  as  a  fact  that  none 
of  the  Illinois  mines  will  get  to  work  before 
the  15th  of  May. 

A  referendum  vote  is  going  to  be  taken  by  the 
miners  on  May  4th  on  the  shot  firers  proposi¬ 
tion.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  division  of  opin¬ 
ion  as  to  what  the  results  of  this  vote  will  be. 
Some  operators  say  that  they  do  not  think  that 
there  is  going  to  be  any  work  before  July,  while 
others  think  that  the  miners  will  jump  at  any 
chance  to  work  and  vote  to  pay  the  shot  firers. 

The  retail  business  is  at  a  standstill  and  dealers 
are  hiring  out  their  teams  into  other  lines  of 
business.  However  they  are  getting  busy  on  the 
early  anthracite  orders  and  some  dealers  report 
that  things  are  beginning,  to  pick  up.  Anthracite 
coal  is  moving  pretty  well,  but  not  in  such  vol¬ 
umes  as  in  former  years. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Elmer  Martin  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  has  been  in  town  for  several  days  looking 
for  business. 

R.  L.  Hancock  of  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Company 
has  just  returned  from  Equality,  Ills.,  where  he 
bought  a  pile  containing  several  thousand  tons  of 
washed  pea  and  slack  that  was  on  the  ground. 

C.  B.  Beck,  president  of  the  St.  Louis  Coal 
Company,  returned  from  a  week’s  visit  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  where  he  had  a  very  enjoyable  time  with 
his  many  friends  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade. 


Mayor  Will  Jones,  of  Marissa,  Ill.,  the  well- 
known  operator,  was  in  town  today.  He  brings 
the  news  that  Dan  Zilsdorf  has  been  elected  al¬ 
derman.  This  shows  that  some  operators  stand 
pretty  well  with  the  miners  anyway,  especially  as 
they  head  a  prohibition  administration. 

The  majority  of  the  coal  salesmen  have  been 
having  a  “Gravey”  time  of  it  since  the  first  of 
the  month  and  all  kinds  of  bowling  and  pool 
tournaments  have  pulled  off  within  the  coal  trade 
lately.  Quite  a  respectable  showing  can  be  seen 
at  the  ball  game  every  afternoon,  also  especially 
since  the  St.  Louis  “Browns”  have  been  on  top. 

The  Kokoals  are  going  to  “pull  off”  a  korus- 
kation  that  will  make  the  natives  “sit  up  and 
take  notice”  during  the  early  part  of  May.  About 
fifty  candidates  are  to  be  initiated  and  among 
them  are  some  of  the  most  prominent  operators 
and  coal  men  in  town.  The  “boosting”  campaign 
which  the  Kokoals  inaugurated  during  the  last 
month  has  been  even  more  successful  than  ex¬ 
pected  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  will  break 
all  previous  records  of  their  achievements  here. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 


Not  Much  Improvement  in  Demand  Is 
Seen  and  Prices  Hold 
Steady. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  trade  throughout  Indiana 
is  dull — very  dull  for  this  time  of  year.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  steam  coal  is  lighter  than  usual  for 
April,  owing  to  the  financial  depression  which  is 
still  felt  in  many  industrial  centers.  Generally 
there  is  a  feeling  that  business  will  not  improve 
much  until  after  the  election.  At  least,  very  few 
are  counting  on  much  of  a  revival  during  the 
summer.  Although  there  has  been  little  work 
at  the  mines  lately,  there  is  still  a  considerable 
amount  of  surplus  coal — enough  to  supply  the 
trade  and  more,  too.  Prices  have  not  varied  much 
at  the  mines  for  the  last  six  weeks,  but  the 
retail  dealers  here  this  week  made  a  reduction 
all  along  the  line.  Practically  a  summer  schedule 
has  gone  into  effect.  The  following  prices  per 
ton  were  quoted  today  by  the  large  retail  deal¬ 
ers  :  Anthracite,  all  sizes,  $6.75@7.00 ;  Pocahon¬ 
tas,  forked  lump,  $4.75 ;  Pocahontas,  shoveled 
lump,  $4.25 ;  Pocahontas,  mine-run,  $3.75 ;  Poca¬ 
hontas,  nut  and  slack,  $3.25;  Blossburg,  $5.50; 
Ohio  Jackson,  $4.75;  Kanawha  lump,  $4.00;  Ray¬ 
mond,  $5.00 ;  Pittsburgh  lump,  $4.00 ;  Winifred, 
$4.00;  Falling  Rock  cannel,  $6.50;  Linton  lump, 
$2.75;  Linton  egg,  $2.75;  Hocking  Valley,  $4.00; 
Luhrig,  $4.00;  Brazil  block,  $3.50;  Gashouse  lump 
coke,  $4.25 ;  crushed  gas  coke,  $4.75.  This  is  a 
considerable  reduction  from  the  prices  quoted 
here  a  year  ago. 


New  Commission  Ruling. 

The  Indiana  Railroad  Commission  has  again 
come  to  the  aid  of  the  Indiana  operators  and 
some  of  their  best  customers  by  refusing  to  per¬ 
mit  the  Southern  Indiana  and  the  Big  Four  to 
raise  their  rates  five  cents  a  ton.  The  Indiana 
Shippers’  &  Manufacturers’  Association  laid  in  a 
complaint  as  soon  as  the  notice  of  an  increase 
was  oosted.  At  a  hearing  here  Monday  there 
were  about  forty  operators  and  shippers,  who 
said  that  the  rate  would  work  great  injury  to 
them. 

E.  L.  Wolford,  representing  the  United  Fourth 
Vein  Coal  Company,  one  of  the  largest  concerns 
along  the  Southern  Indiana,  told  the  commis¬ 
sion  that  if  the  advances  of  five  cents  a  ton  was 
permitted  to  stand  that  his  company  would  close 
down  its  mines.  The  owners  of  thirty  mines  in 
that  district  practically  told  the  commission  the 
same  thing. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  E.  &  T.  H.,  which 
gets  coal  from  practically  the  same  field,  had 
not  increased  its  rates  and  that  there  is  no  justi¬ 
fication  for  an  increase  by  the  Southern  Indiana 
and  the  Big  Four.  It  was  shown  also  that 
the  increase  would  result  in  the  use  of  eastern 
coal.  The  commission  did  not  parley  long  over 
the  case.  Within  two  hours  after  the  hearing 
closed  it  issued  an  order  forbidding  the  com¬ 
panies  to  advance  the  rates.  The  old  rate  will 
stand  for  the  present. 
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Toledo  Market. 


Operators  Are  Conforming  Circular 
Prices  to  Actual  Conditions.  But 
Demand  Is  Not  Improved. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  April  30. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)- — Aside  from  a  slight  activity  in  water 
shipments  there  is  little  improvement  in  the  coal 
trade  over  last  week.  The  water  business  has 
been  limited  to  smaller  craft  on  the  river  thus 
far,  the  larger  boats  not  being  in  operation 
yet.  They  will  not  be  for  some  time,  ac¬ 
cording  to  present  indications.  Some  of  the 
mines  are  in  actual  operation  and  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  them  are  practically  idle,  while  few  of 
them  are  running  at  capacity. 

About  all  that  is  being  done  is  in  steam  coal, 
and  the  stocks  which  were  laid  in  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  suspension  on  April  1  are  not  yet 
gone,  although  they  are  being  fast  whittled 
away.  Some  of  the  factories  are  buying  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  freely,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  some 
of  them  are  cutting  down  the  amount  of  their 
consumption.  A  number  of  contracts  are  be¬ 
ing  signed  up,  although  there  is  more  or  less 
apprehension  connected  with  the  signing  of 
contracts  under  present  conditions  and  at  pres¬ 
ent  prices,  and  there  is  no  great  rush  for  this 
class  of  business. 

While  the  actual  selling  price  of  coal  has 
remained  about  as  it  has  been  for  a  long  time, 
some  reduction  has  been  noted  in  the  recent 
circular  quotations.  A  circular  issued  of  the 
Alma  Coal  Company  (Jackson,  coal),  gives 
the  following  prices  f.  o.  b.  mines:  Domestic 
lump,  $2.50;  revolving  screen  egg,  $2.50; 
domestic  nut,  $2.25.  On  each  of  these  grades 
this  is  a  decline  of  twenty-five  cents  from 
former  quotations.  Massillon  is  also  being 
quoted  about  twenty  cents  lower  than  it  has 
been.  This  does  not  mean  that  there  has 
been  an  actual  reduction  in  selling  prices,  but 
rather  that  the  circular  quotations  have  been 
made  to  conform  more  nearly  with  the  selling 
price  of  coal.  The  local  people  are  once  more 
going  out  after  business  in  earnest  and  it  seems 
probable  that  conditions  will  be  bettered  in  a 
short  time. 


Big  Suit  Is  Settled. 

The  suit,  which  has  been  pending  for  a  long 
time,  between  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  and  the 
Toledo  Gas,  Electric  &  Heating  Company, 
came  to  a  happy  conclusion  yesterday.  Judg¬ 
ment  was  entered,  by  agreement,  in  favor  of 
M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co,  for  the  sum  of  $5,622.74, 
being  substantially  the  sum  demanded  in  the 
suit  which  was  pending  in  the  common  pleas 
court.  The  suit  was  for  coal  furnished  the  de¬ 
fendant  in  the  winter  of  1906-7.  Since  that 
time  the  defendant  company  was  absorbed  by. 
the  Toledo  Railways  &  Light  Company,  which, 
it  is  said,  assumed  all  liabilities  of  the  old  con¬ 
cern.  A  portion  of  the  disputed  account  was 
for  coal  shipments  consigned  to  the  defendant 
and  which  were  sold  by  the  Wheeling  &  Lake 
Erie  Railway  Company  to  satisfy  demurrage 
charges.  The  matter  was  amicably  adjusted 
and  judgment  entered  as  above  stated  without 
the  case  coming  to  trial. 

Will  Handle  Output. 

A  coal  deal  of  considerable  importance  was 
recently  consummated  by  the  terms  of  which 
the  Crescent  Coal  Company  of  this  city  has 
taken  over  and  will  handle  the  entire  output 
of  the  Hudson  mine  of  the  Saulsbury  Coal 
Company.  This  mine  is  located  in  the  Pomeroy 
district  on  the  K.  &  M.  railway,  near  Hobson. 
The  daily  output  of  the  mine  which  is  now  ap¬ 
proximately  400  tons,  will  be  increased  to  about 
500  tons  per  day  within  a  few  months.  New 
screens  will  be  installed  in  order  to  make  a 
2-inch  re-screened  domestic  lump  and  a  2- 
inch  domestic  nut.  Heretofore  the  Saulsbury 
Company  has  been  marketing  its  own  prod¬ 
uct  through  various  jobbing  offices.  The 
Crescent  Coal  Company  has  already  closed 
a  contract  which  will  market  about  one-fourth 
of  the  output  from  now  until  the  first  of  next 
April.  The  contract  recently  made  covers  a 


period  of  several  years.  The  Saulsbury  prod¬ 
uct  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  this  market. 


Personal  Mention. 

W.  M.  Byers,  the  Dayton  coal  man,  made 
a  business  trip  to  Toledo  last  week. 

Business  called  J.  W.  Shank,  of  Shank  Bros., 
Dayton,  to  Toledo,  the  latter  part  of  last  week. 

L.  J.  Gifford,  of  the  Crescent  Fuel  Company, 
is  spending  the  week  transacting  business  in 
Indiana. 

H.  E.  Booth,  of  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  Cleve¬ 
land,  was  a  caller  at  the  local  office  of  the 
concern  this  week. 

O.  C.  Sell,  member  of  the  coal  firm  of 
Rhodes  &  Sell,  Coalton,  Ohio,  was  in  the 
city  recently  on  business. 

J.  B.  Ratterman,  representative  of  the  White 
Oak  Coal  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  called  at 
the  local  coal  offices  this  week. 

C.  S.  Cheate,  a  retail  coal  dealer  of  Erie, 
Mich.,  and  member  of  the  firm  of  Cheate  & 
Benere,  was  a  Toledo  visitor  last  Saturday. 

C.  H.  Dunn,  of  the  Pittsburgh  &  Buffalo 
Company,  was  in  the  city  last  week  looking 
after  the  trade  of  his  firm. 

Among  the  Toledo  visitors  this  week  were 
A.  J.  Nebe,  of  the  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Company, 
of  Cincinnati,  who  was  looking  after  the  local 
trade. 

Toledo  coal  dealers  received  a  business  visit 
from  Charles  S.  Ling,  representing  the  Sunny- 
side  Coal  Company,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  last 
Saturday. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  April  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Now  that  the  boats  waiting  at  the 
Soo  have  forced  a  passage  through,  this  import¬ 
ant  even  having  happened  on  Friday,  April  24,  we 
may  look,  in  the  near  future,  for  a  few  lake  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal.  However,  the  boats  are  sure  to  be 
very  late  this  year,  for  there  will  be  no  bottoms 
in  which  to  carry  the  coal,  unless  the  ore  boats 
start  to  move.  Neither  at  the  Straits  of  Macki¬ 
nac  nor  at  the  Soo  were  there  any  ore  vessels 
whatsoever  waiting  to  come  through  this  year, 
whereas,  a  year  ago,  there  was  a  whole  fleet  at 
each  place. 

The  local  market  is  unchanged  from  last  week. 
Prices  are  the  same  and  the  dullness  continues. 
There  are  not  many  cars  of  coal  on  the  tracks, 
and  consequently  very  little  demurrage  coal.  The 
Hocking  circular  is  not  yet  issued,  but  the  price 
probably  will  be  the  same  as  it  has  been  all  along 
— $1.50  at  the  mines,  and  selling  for  what  it  will 
bring.  The  prospects  for  the  future  are,  how¬ 
ever,  not  very  gloomy  and  an  indication  that 
trade  will  pick  up  very  soon  is  shown  in  the 
fact  that  some  inquiries  are  being  made  for  con¬ 
tract  coal,  and,  a  short  time  ago,  an  order  for 
immediate  shipment  of  West  Virginia  lump  was 
received  over  the  long  distance  ’phone. 


Protest  Is  Filed. 

A  protest  has  been  filed,  by  the  officers  of  the 
Michigan  &  Indiana  Coal  Dealers’  Association, 
against  a  clause  in  a  tariff  submitted  to  the  In¬ 
terstate  Commerce  Commission  by  the  coal-carry¬ 
ing  roads  of  Ohio,  providing  that  all  coal  lost  or 
confiscated  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  invoice  price. 
The  organization  objects  to  this  on  the  ground 
that  coal  is  never  confiscated,  except  when  the 
price  on  the  open  market  is  at  its  highest,  and,  as 
most  of  the  coal  thus  confiscated  belongs  to  con¬ 
tract  buyers  who  pay  a  fixed  price  for  the  year, 
the  latter  are  thus  compelled  to  buy  on  the  open 
market  at  an  increased  price  ov^r  what  they  con¬ 
tracted  to  pay.  The  coal  men  say  they  are  will¬ 
ing  to  assume  part  of  the  burden,  but  do  not  pro¬ 
pose  to  assume  it  all. 


Excursion  Provided. 

It  has  been  decided  to  take  the  delegates  to  the 
coming  convention  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  to  the  Anthracite  mines. 
The  program  is  to  have  business  meetings  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  June  2  and  3  respec¬ 
tively,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  take  a 
boat  ride  on  the  river  and  lake,  giving  supper  on 
the  boat.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  koruskation  of 


the  Kokoals  on  Tuesday  evening.  On  Wednes¬ 
day  afternoon,  those  who  wish  to  visit  the  mines 
will  take  the  boat  for  Buffalo  and  from  that  city 
they  will  take  a  Lehigh  Valley  special  to  the 
mines. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

The  price  of  fine  coal  is  good  and  the  demand 
has  improved. 

The  anthracite  situation  is  all  that  could  be  ex¬ 
pected,  shipments  are  very  satisfactory. 

W.  J.  Scully  has  secured  the  following  contracts 
for  the  year  from  the  United  States  government: 
Fort  Wayne  and  Columbus  barracks  and  Fort  In¬ 
dependence,  Ohio. 

The  P.  Koening  Company,  No.  458  Gratiot 
avenue,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  the 
coal  supply,  for  this  year,  of  the  city  water¬ 
works.  This  will  call  for  approximately  20,- 
000  tons. 

Creditors  of  the  Prudential  Coal  Company,  of 
this  city,  have  petitioned  the  United  States  court 
to  have  that  concern  declared  bankrupt.  It  will 
not  be  opposed.  The  assets  are  about  $7,000 ; 
liabilities,  $10,000. 


Moss  on  Fire  Room  Economy. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Moss,  mechanical  engineer,  who  has 
made  quite  a  name  for  himself  in  the  west 
through  his  articles  on  smoke  prevention,  a 
number  of  which  appeared  in  the  columns  of  The 
Black  Diamond,  has  opened  an  office  at  1325 
Masonic  Temple.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  smoke 
prevention  and  also  of  producer  gas  plants. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  things  that  Dr. 
Moss  has  said  in  recent  months  on  the  subject 
of  scientific  burning  of  coal  was  given  in  an 
illustrated  lecture  before  the  Illinois  Local  No. 
2  of  the  Stationary  Engineers.  In  reality,  it 
was  a  primer  lesson  on  the  proper  burning  of 
coal,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  brought  out  this 
interesting  point :  “The  combustion  of  coal  is 
a  chemical  combination  of  the  combustible  mat¬ 
ter  in  the  coal  with  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  and 
unless  we  supply  sufficient  air,  mixing  it  thor¬ 
oughly  with  the  volatile  gases,  at  the  required 
temperature,  smoke  will  be  produced.  By  vol¬ 
ume,  air  is  practically  composed  of  one-fifth 
oxygen  and  four-fifths  nitrogen.  Nitrogen  is  a 
diluent  and  retards  combustion,  and  it  does  not 
burn ;  the  oxygen  unites  with  the  combustible 
matter  in  the  coal.  Therefore,  of  the  total  vol¬ 
ume  of  air  passing  through  the  grates  or  over 
the  fire,  only  one-fifth  is  useful.  It  will  readily 
be  understood  that  one  must  allow  greater  time 
and  more  space  to  thoroughly  mix  the  air  and 
volatile  gases  from  coal,  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  coal  fired  in  a  given  time,  also 
to  the  amount  and  kind  of  volatile  matter  present 
in  the  coal.  We  may  succeed  in  getting  a  com¬ 
plete  mixture  of  air  and  volatile  matter  when 
firing,  say,  20  pounds  of  coal  per  square  foot  of 
grate  per  hour,  thus  eliminating  smoke,  and  yet 
it  may  be  impossible  under  the  same  conditions 
to  get  a  complete  mixture  of  air  and  volatile 
matter  when  firing  40  pounds  of  coal  per  square 
foot  of  grate  per  hour;  hence  smoke  will  be 
produced.  Obviously,  in  the  latter  case  twice 
the  volume  of  air  will  be  required  in  a  given 
time,  because  twice  the  volume  of  volatile  mat¬ 
ter  will  be  evolved.  Therefore,  if  the  mixing 
chamber  is  too  small  and  the  travel  of  gases 
very  rapid,  time  and  space  allowed  will  not 
effect  a  complete  mixture.  And  as  the  gases 
have  double  the  weight,  the  draft  must  be  geater. 
consequently  the  flow  of  gases  will  be  the  same 
in  both  cases.  'The  limit  of  any  plant  able  to 
operate  without  producing  smoke  depends  upon 
a  number  of  conditions  none  of  which  can  be 
considered  alone.” 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.’s  lines  east  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  April  18 
compares  in  tone  with  the  corresponding  period 
last  year  as  follows: 

1008  1907  Decrease 

Week  ending  April  18..  753,175  1,107,282  354,107 

Yr.  Jan.  1  to  April  18.13,504,063  17,608,857  3,564,794 
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Kansas  City  Market. 


Operators  Insist  Upon  Arbitration,  but 
Agree  to  Change  the  Form  to  be 
Followed, 


Kansas  City,  April  30. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence .) — The  coal  operators  of  the  southwestern 
district  submitted  a  new  plan  for  the  selection 
of  an  independent  arbitrator  or  referee  to  the 
miners  at  the  joint  conference  of  the  general  scale 
committees  at  the  Coates  house  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing.  The  operators  relinquished  their  demand  for 
a  referee  to  be  appointed  by  a  federal  judge 
and  proposed  this  section  of  the  arbitration  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  contract : 

“It  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  that  the  referee 
designated  as  the  fifth  man  shall  be  selected  by  a 
committee  of  twelve — the  presidents  and  secre¬ 
taries  of  districts  14,  21  and  25  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  American,  and  the  president, 
vice  president-at-large,  the  secretary  and  vice 

presidents  for  districts  14,  21  and  25  of  the 

Southwestern  Coal  Operators’  Association. 

“This  committee  shall  select  and  secure  a  man 
to  act  as  referee  within  three  days  from  the  time 
the  committee  is  elected,  the  selection  to  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  approval  by  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
mine  workers  in  the  three  districts  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  operators’  association.  In  case  of 
death,  disability,  resignation  or  remov31  of  the 

referee  the  successor  shall  be  selected  in  the 

same  manner  within  five  days  after  the  vacancy 
occurs. 

“The  committee  in  its  discretion  may  adopt  any 
other  method  it  deems  best  in  selecting  a  referee, 
or  any  other  measure  that  will,  in  its  judgment, 
effect  the  principle  embodied  in  this  section  to 
the  end  that  definite,  pacific  settlement  of  all 
controversies  arising  out  of  the  contract  shall  be 
secured.” 

The  discussion  on  this  plan  took  up  the  entire 
morning,  without  a  vote  being  taken.  T.  L. 
Lewis,  national  head  of  the  Mine  Workers,  was 
present  at  the  deliberations  and  took  part  in  the 
discussion. 

“The  position  of  the  operators  now  is  practic¬ 
ally  the  same  as  when  the  negotiations  began,” 
James  Elliott,  president  of  the  operators’  asso¬ 
ciation.  said  today.  “We  insist  on  a  self-enforc¬ 
ing  contract  by  which  the  mines  may  be  kept 
open.  We  waived  the  feature  of  the  proposed  ar¬ 
bitration  clause  which  provided  that  an  United 
States  district  judge  should  name  the  arbitrator. 
We  are  not  particular  what  sort  of  arbitration  is 
arranged  so  long  as  it  will  be  fair  and  prevent 
strikes  and  lockouts  over  small  disputes.  The 
proposal  of  the  miners  to  open  the  mines  was 
turned  down  because  it  provided  that  the  mines 
should  remain  open  pending  final  negotiations, 
an  indefinite  time  under  the  present  circum¬ 
stances.” 

The  operators  have  offered  to  give  work  to  all 
men  possible  in  order  to  keep  the  mines  in  good 
condition,  but  the  miners  declined  this  proposi¬ 
tion,  too.  The  miners  proposed  alternate  arbitra¬ 
tion  to  the  operators,  but  this  proposition  was 
also  declined.  The  miners’  plan  was  to  have 
disputes  at  mines  acted  upon  by  the  commission¬ 
ers  of  the  operators  and  then  bv  the  president 
of  the  union.  The  operators  declare  this  would 
be  harmful  to  them.  When  told  that  the  opera¬ 
tors  had  rejected  this  proposal,  George  Colville, 
president  of  the  Missouri  Miners’  union,  said  it 
was  probable  that  negotiations  would  end  and 
that  the  committee  would  return  home. 

The  resolution  regarding  the  opening  of  the 
mines,  which  was  adopted  by  the  operators,  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“Whereas,  the  representatives  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  on-  April  6th,  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal 
Operators’  Association  a  resolution  to  resume 
work  pending  negotiations  of  a  contract  on  the 
basis  and  conditions  adopted  solely  by  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  at  their  international 
convention,  held  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  March 
20,  1908,  and, 

“Whereas,  the  formulating  of  said  conditions 
was  in  effect  legislation  without  representation, 
and  they  were  in  consequence  unacceptable  to  the 
Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation  ;  and. 

“Whereas,  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Opera¬ 
tors’  Association,  in  its  turn,  offered  a  resolution 


to  resume  operations  at  the  mines  under  condi¬ 
tions  as  set  forth  in  this  offer ;  and, 

“Whereas,  on  April  7th  and  9th,  each  proposi¬ 
tion  was  voted  down  by  the  respective  parties  in 
turn,  meaning  thereby  the  miners’  proposition  by 
the  operators  and  the  operators’  proposition  by 
the  miners ;  and, 

“Whereas,  the  operators  have  repeatedly,  on 
April  6th,  7th  and  8th,  since  negotiations  were 
begun,  offered  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America  to  give  employment  to  such  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  as  they  could 
use,  to  the  end  that  the  mines  and  properties  per¬ 
taining  thereto  be  placed  and  kept  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  ready  for  immediate  resumption  of  work 
at  any  time ;  and, 

“Whereas,  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica  have  persistently  refused  to  allow  any  of 
their  members  except  engineers,  firemen  and 
pumpmen  to  do  any  work  whatsoever  in  or  about 
the  mines,  except  on  conditions  not  acceptable  to 
the  operators ;  and, 

“Whereas,  the  last  proposition  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  while  in  some  respects  similar 
to  their  first  offer,  contained  the  same  and  other 
objections  as  the  original  offer,  therefore,  be  it 

“Resolved,  that  it  is  the  will  of  this  association, 
and  all  of  its  members,  that  the  general  scale  com¬ 
mittee,  and  subcommittee  hereby  be  instructed  to 
decline  the  proposition  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America,  presented  to  the  subcommittee.” 


Trade  Conditions. 

Trade  conditions  continue  to  suffer  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  lockout.  Several  large  consumers  who 
had  given  up  gas  and  returned  to  coal  have  re¬ 
placed  the  burners  and  are  using  the  gas  again. 
The  retail  business  is,  of  course,  practically  noth¬ 
ing,  as  the  warm  weather  has  come  with  a  ven¬ 
geance.  Prices  are  still  stationary. 


Tennessee  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  April  30. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence .) — An  organization  of  coal  operators, 
to  embrace  those  doing  business  in  east  Tennes¬ 
see,  eastern  Kentucky  and  southwestern  Virginia, 
will  be  formed  within  the  next  thirty  days  if 
present  plans  carry. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  retail  coal  men 
held  in  Knoxville,  with  the  coal  operators  as 
hosts,  there  was  an  informal  meeting  of  the 
operators  at  which  it  was  considered  whether 
there  ought  not  to  be  an  organization  of  the 
men  who  produce  the  coal.  The  conclusion  was 
that  it  was  the  very  thing  needed,  and  conse¬ 
quently  committees  were  appointed  to  see  what 
could  be  done.  Thus  far  the  plans  have  so  well 
progressed  that  it  may  be  stated  as  a  practical 
certainty  that  the  organization  will  be  effected 
whereby  about  125  coal  operators  in  the  terri¬ 
tory  mentioned  will  be  formed  in  to  an  associa¬ 
tion  for  mutual  interests. 

Operators  in  east  Tennessee,  southeastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  southwestern  Virginia  virtually  sell 
all  of  the  coal  in  the  southeastern  market'.  Here¬ 
tofore  there  has  been  no  organization  except 
a  small  one  of  some  of  those  who  have  been  deal¬ 
ing  with  union  labor.  The  lack  of  concert  of 
action  among  the  operators  has  never  been  more 
apparent  than  recently.  In  the  scramble  for  a 
market  there  has  been  a  demoralization  of  prices 
that  amounts  in  some  cases  to  operation  at  cost 
or  below  cost.  It  is  believed  by  those  who  are 
taking  a  lead  in  the  movement  that  if  the  coal 
operators  were  closer  together,  if  they  studied 
market  conditions,  cost  of  mining,  etc.,  there 
would  not  be  the  recklessness  that  has  existed  in 
marketing  coal.  A  meeting  will  probably  be 
called  in  Knoxville  within  the  next  thirty  days. 


The  Market  Situation. 

It  can  be  stated  from  the  Knoxville  operators’ 
position  that  the  coal  business  in  the  southeast 
is  improving.  Orders  have  been  coming  in  in 
a  very  encouraging  manner  as  respects  to  steam 
and  domestic.  The  domestic  dealers  in  the  south 
are  apparently  desirous  of  stocking  up  now 
while  the  price  of  coal  is  low  and  the  steam  con¬ 
sumers  are  likewise  disposed  to  begin  laying  in  a 
good  supply  in  view  of  a  possible  increase  in 
prices.  Thus  far  there  has  not  been  very  much 
storage  of  coal.  If  the  usual  inclination  to  stock 
up  during  the  warmer  months  prevails  this  year, 
the  operator  can  calculate  upon  doing  a  fairly 
good  summer’s  business. 


The  announcement  from  the  organization  of 
textile  operators  in  the  Carolinas  to  the  effect 
that,  beginning  with  July  1,  mills  will  close  down 
indefinitely  until  prices  readjust  themselves  so 
that  they  can  run  at  a  better  profit,  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  by  coal  operators  of  this  region  with 
some  alarm.  It  has  developed,  however,  that 
the  promised  shut-down  is  not  so  sweeping  as  the 
first  announcement  indicated.  Reports  are  being 
received  which  indicate  that,  while  several  of  the 
larger  mills  are  closing  down,  there  are  many 
which  have  refused  to  pay  attention  to  the  coun¬ 
sel  of  the  association  and  intend  to  keep  running. 
Another  pleasing  feature  about  even  those  mills 
which  propose  to  shut  down  is  that  they  are 
buying  coal  right  along  as  if  nothing  of  the  sort 
were  going  to  happen.  Either  they  are  going  to 
make  use  of  the  present  opportunity  to  stock  up 
or  else  they  do  not  mean  to  stay  shut  down  long 
if  the  shut  down  at  all  in  July. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  April  30. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — A  coal  salesman  surely  would  be  justi¬ 
fied  in  saying  that  the  coal  trade  is  “on  the 
bum.”  Everything  seems  to  be  against  it  this 
year.  Prices  are  certainly  low  enough  to  at¬ 
tract  business  if  there  was  any,  but  it  don’t 
show  up.  At  this  writing  the  Northern  Col¬ 
orado  operators  and  their  mines  have  not  been 
able  to  come  to  terms.  They  are  considering 
the  schedule  presented  by  the  miners  which 
contained  fifty-four  articles,  and  after  twenty- 
eight  days  of  hot  air  have  got  up  to  article 
forty.  They  did  not  decide  on  over  one-third 
of  the  intervening  articles,  simply  passing 
them  to  be  taken  up  again  after  they  had 
gone  over  the  entire  schedule.  This  delay  is 
just  what  the  union  wants  as  the  miners  are 
continuing  work  under  the  old  contract — which 
is  good  evidence  that  they  would  be  satisfied 
to  get  the  old  contract  renewed,  instead  of 
the  twenty  per  cent  increase  they  asked  for. 
If  the  operators  of  Northern  had  a  little  more 
sand — and  would  stand  together — they  could 
bring  the  union  to  time  in  short  order,  and  be 
able  to  run  their  own  business  after  this.  The 
operators  in  Southern  Colorado  had  a  harder 
proposition  to  buck  in  1903,  than  the  Northern 
Colorado  operators  have  now,  and  by  standing 
together  they  wiped  the  miner’s  organization 
in  Southern  Colorado  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 
The  miners  down  south  have  never  been  able 
to  get  organized  again. 

The  railroads  still  have  coal  left  in  storage 
which  they  are  trying  to  clean  up  and  they 
also  have  lots  of  coal  in  cars,  so  that  they  are 
taking  a  less  amount  from  the  mines  even 
than  they  did  a  week  ago. 


News  in  Brief. 

Former  Senator  W.  A.  Clark,  of  Montana, 
who  was  in  Trinidad  last  week  examining  his 
recent  purchase  of  12,000  acres  of  coal  land, 
says  that  he  will  begin  mining  coal  this  spring, 
and  that  the  coal  will  be  coked  and  used  for  the 
United  Verde  Smelter  at  Jerome,  Arizona.  The 
deal  made  by  Senator  Clark,  when  he  purchased 
this  12,000  acres  of  coal  land  for  one  million 
dollars,  is  by  far  the  largest  coal  transfer  ever 
made  in  Southern  Colorado.  The  Senator, 
together  with  his  Secretary,  W.  L.  Bretherton, 
spent  a  day  or  so  on  the  land  going  out  over 
the  Colorado  &  Wyoming  Railway,  which  is 
owned  by  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany.  Senator  Clerk  has  been  negotiating  for 
sometime  with  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  transportation  for  the  coal  and 
coke  from  his  land,  but  so  far  has  been  able 
to  reach  no  agreement.  He  has  said  that  if 
he  found  it  necessary  he  would  speedily  build 
his  own  road.  The  opening  of  this  coal  land 
will  mean  much  to  the  southern  part  of  the 
state,  and  thousands  of  men  will  be  indirectly 
and  directly  employed  in  and  around  the  prop¬ 
erty;  arrangements  are  now  being  made  for 
machinery  and  it  is  expected  that  within  a 
few  weeks  a  new  camp  will  be  opened. 

The  Trinidad  street  car  line  has  been  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  new  coal  camp  of  Cokedale. 
which  is  owned  by  the  American  Smelting  and 
Refining  Company.  The  Smelting  company  is 
doubling  the  number  of  its  coke  ovens  and  the 
camp  presents  a  busy  appearance. 
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Louisville  Market. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  April  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — With  the  advent  of  May,  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  some  slight  tendency  for  a  straighten¬ 
ing  out  of  affairs  in  the  southern  domestic  coal 
market,  but  the  market  for  steam  coals  was 
never  at  a  worse  ebb.  Several  of  the  eastern 
Kentucky-Tennessee  mines  have  concluded  con¬ 
tracts  calling  for  a  large  tonnage  of  domestic  coal 
for  yarding  and,  as  a  result,  the  market  for  nut 
and  slack  is,  if  possible,  weaker  than  ever. 

The  above  statements  apply  only  to  the  Louis¬ 
ville  *&  Nashville  and  Southern  Railway  markets. 
The  western  Kentucky  mines  on  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral  will  resume  operation  on  Monday,  but  never¬ 
theless  the  market  for  Illinois  Central  screenings 
promises  to  remain  as  strong  as  it  has  been  dur¬ 
ing  recent  weeks.  This  is  due  to  the  uncertainty 
in  regard  to  how  much  coal  the  Illinois  Central 
will  be  able  to  take  during  the  next  sixty  to  nine¬ 
ty  days.  On  the  decision  of  the  railroad  in  this 
matter  will  depend  the  quantity  of  screenings  that 
can  be  produced,  as  there  is  practically  no  com¬ 
mercial  business  for  mixed  coal  and  hence  no 
other  means  of  producing  the  much-desired  pea 
and  slack. 

Industries  dependent  on  Illinois  Central  coal, 
however,  have  not  suffered  for  lack  of  fuel  owing 
to  ample  stocks  acquired  prior  to  the  shut  down 
of  the  mines.  Until  the  Illinois  Central  railroad 
however,  has  reduced  its  surplus  stock  of  com¬ 
pany  coal  and  is  ready  to  resume  business  with 
the  mines,  the  supply  of  screenings  is  more  or 
less  problematical. 

If  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Kentucky-Tennessee  coal  trade  can  be  made,  it 
is  that  there  is  now  less  frantic  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  producers  to  market  their  coal  at  any 
price.  One  reason  for  the  present  attitude  in 
regard  to  securing  business  is  that  a  remarkable 
transformation  is  evidenced  in  the  supply  of  labor. 
In  December  and  January,  shortly  after  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  market,  the  mines  were  thronged 
with  laborers,  clamoring  for  employment  and  only 
too  willing  to  work  at  a  reduction  of  10  per 
cent  to  30  per  cent  below  their  former  wages. 
With  the  approach  of  spring,  Jrowever,  many  of 
these  idle  laborers  have  gone  to  farming  and  if 
the  demand  for  coal  should  increase  with  any 
rapidity,  it  is  probable  that  the  mines  would 
have  great  difficulty  in  procuring  enough  labor 
to  produce  their  normal  tonnage  of  coal. 

The  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  has  been 
continuing  to  take  about  50  per  cent  of  its  con¬ 
tract  quota  from  eastern  Kentucky  mines  and 
there  has  been  considerable  complaint  in  regard 
to  irregularity  in  receiving  shipments,  operators 
protesting  against  being  required  to  discontinue 
or  increase  shipments,  as  the  case  may  be.  on 
notice  from  the  railroad  received  over  night. 


Personal  Mention. 

W.  T.  Murray,  of  the  Highland  Rim  Mining 
Company,  spent  Monday  in  Louisville. 

J.  L.  Manring,  of  the  Manring  Coal  Exchange, 
was  a  Louisville  visitor  during  the  week. 

Granville  T.  Rider,  of  the  Scanlon  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  has  been  ill  for  several  days,  but  is  again 
able  to  be  about. 

F.  G.  Tice,  of  the  Peacock-Jellico  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  was  in  town  on  Tuesday  attending  to  af¬ 
fairs  of  his  company. 

The  Interstate  Coal  Company  is  planning  to 
start  operation  of  the  three  Brush  Creek  mines 
recently  purchased. 

All  work  has  been  discontinued  on  the  Cum¬ 
berland  railroad  and  the  Pineville  Williamsburg 
cut-off,  but  from  information  given  out  by  the 
engineering  department  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville,  work  on  the  latter  will  be  resumed  during 
the  coming  summer. 

Burke  Keeney,  general  manager  of  the  Domin¬ 
ion  Coal  Company,  with  mines  at  Pennington, 
Va.,  stopped  in  the  city  several  hours  to  attend 
to  business. 

The  Trosper  Coal  Company  has  sold  its  lease 
of  the  Bennett-Jellico  mine  at  Trosper,  Ky.,  to 
H.  E.  Bullock,  J.  W.  Owens,  H.  H.  Owens,  Dr. 
H.  L.  Briggs  and  J.  T.  Bradley  of  Barbourville, 
Ky.  The  Trosper  Coal  Company  was  organized 
by  J.  W.  Williams  and  Fred  Wood,  who  have 
been  very  successful  in  its  operation.  The  lease 
has  about  three  more  years  to  run. 


Cleveland  Trade. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  30. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Interest  in  the  coal  market  here  has 
centered  this  week  largely  in  railroad  contracts. 
It  was  learned  today  that  some  of  the  biggest 
contracts  have  been  closed  up  in  the  No.  8  field. 
These  include  the  contract  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
for  about  1,500,000  tons,  that  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  for  1,600,000  tons,  and  that  of  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Central  for  about  500,000  tons.  The  Lake 
Shore  contract  and  that  of  the  Big  Four  are  still 
open.  Other  local  lines  have  laid  in  this  week 
about  a  thirty  to  forty  days  supply. 

Although  operators  have  gone  forward  with 
this  contract  work  the  situation  in  the  No.  8 
field  as  regards  mining  rate  is  unsettled.  It  was 
announced  today  that  definite  arrangements  are 
to  be  made  at  a  No.  8  meeting,  to  be  held  at 
Wheeling  May  12.  At  that  time  it  is  planned 
to  thresh  out  the  question  of  two-cents  a  ton 
for  dead  work.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  have 
this  called  off  or  to  make  it  apply  to  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  district.  No.  8  operators  feel,  it  is  under¬ 
stood,  that  no  such  differential  in  mining  rate 
should  exist  in  favor  of  the  Pittsburgh  district 
operators.  Other  Ohio  fields  will  be  bound  by 
whatever  course  the  No.  8  people  take  in  this 
matter. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  demand  for  steam 
coal  in  Cleveland  territory.  Dealers  take  the 
position  that  it  would  be  useless  to  go  ahead  and 
mine  at  this  time  for  lake  shipment  because  car 
service  begins  May  15.  Theese  two  conditions 
made  the  market  inactive.  It  is  said  that  no 
more  than  ten  mines  are  running  in  the  No.  8 


The  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company  is 
using  a  machine  at  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  for  the 
unloading  and  storing  of  coal,  which  has  at¬ 
tracted  considerable  attention. 

The  device  referred  to  is  a  steam-operated 
locomotive  crane  with  grab  bucket  equipment, 
and  was  furnished  by  the  Brown  Hoisting  Ma¬ 
chinery  Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  crane  travels  on  a  standard  gauge  track 
and  unloads  the  coal  directly  from  gondola 
cars  as  they  are  received.  This  operation  will 
be  at  once  understood  by  referring  to  the  ac¬ 
companying  illustration,  which  shows  the 


field  west  of  the  Ohio  river,  the  No.  6  and  the 
Massillon  districts.  Assuming  that  navigation 
opens  the  first  week  in  June,  operators  will 
probably  begin  to  throw  more  mines  open  in  about 
two  weeks.  They  prefer  to  take  the  chance  of 
limited  supply  rather  than  the  chance  of  having 
car  service  pile  up  for  three  or  four  weeks. 

The  retail  trade  is  quiet.  Dealers  are  not  ex¬ 
pecting  good  trade  much  before  July.  There  is 
good  demand  for  anthracite  in  this  territory  and 
the  supply  of  chestnut  and  egg  is  reported  rather 
light. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  S.  Van  Epps,  western  sales  agent  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Hudson,  left  today  for  St.  Louis.  He 
will  spend  a  few  days  in  that  territory. 

D.  L.  Tuttle,  of  Buffalo,  western  sales  agent 
of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading,  was  in  the  city 
yesterday.  He  attended  the  launching  of  the 
Howard  M.  Hanna. 

The  wholesale  board  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  tendered  a  dinner  to  its  president,  S.  M. 
Bond,  today,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  departure 
for  a  European  trip.  He  was  presented  with  a 
field  glass.  The  occasion  was  attended  by  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  city’s  most  prominent  industries. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  has  signified  its  will¬ 
ingness  to  co-operate  in  arrangements  now  being 
made  to  entertain  the  Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail 
Coal  Association  in  the  anthracite  territory.  The 
trip  will  be  made  immediately  after  the  annual 
convention  of  the  association,  to  be  held  in  De¬ 
troit  the  first  week  in  June. 


bucket  in  the  act  of  taking  the  coal  from  the 
car.  The  loaded  bucket  is  then  swung  over  to 
the  stock  pile  and  dumped. 

The  cranes  will  pick  up  over  a  ton  of  run- 
of-mine  coal  at  each  grab  and  will  make  about 
sixty  trips  per  hour.  One  man  only  is  needed 
to  operate  the  crane  so  that  the  expense  of 
operation  is  very  small. 

This  form  of  equipment,  owing  to  its  effi¬ 
ciency,  great  flexibility  and  reasonable  cost  of 
installation  has  come  rapidly  into  prominence 
the  past  few  years  and  they  are  very  widely 
used. 


NewJJSteam  Locomotive  Crane. 
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New  York  Trade. 

Demand  for  Anthracite  Is  Heavy  at  Close 
of  Month— Bituminous  Buying 
Still  Is  Limited. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  April  30. 

The  last  week  in  April  has  proved  a  very  busy 
one  for  the  anthracite  companies.  They  have 
been  rushed  with  orders,  and  while  every  effort 
has  been  made  to  fill  them,  a  great  deal  of  un¬ 
filled  business  will  be  carried  over  into  May. 
Up  to  about  ten  days  ago,  while  retailers  had 
ordered  coal  very  liberally  for  April  delivery, 
there  was  no  urgency,  on  their  part,  for  deliver¬ 
ies.  At  the  last  moment,  the  demand  for  April 
delivery  became  urgent,  and  in  consequence,  many 
orders  for  April  delivery  had  to  be  refused. 

Many  retailers  have  not  been  able  to  get  in  as 
much  coal  as  they  usually  take  during  April,  and 
some  have  not  been  able,  owing  to  financial  mat¬ 
ters,  to  take  even  a  small  amount  of  coal,  so 
that  there  is  still  a  need  by  certain  dealers  to 
put  in  stocks  in  the  next  month  or  two  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  trade.  In  some  sections,  retailers 
put  out  a  good  deal  of  coal  to  consumers  during 
April,  so  that  these  dealers  will  want  to  replen¬ 
ish  their  stocks  and  will  take  advantage  of  the 
May  reduction  to  do  so.  Some  dealers  who  were 
timid  about  making  purchases  in  April,  fearing 
difficulty  in  securing  funds  to  pay  for  same,  are 
now  believed  to  be  in  such  shape  that  they  will 
want  to  buy  liberally  during  May. 

Most  of  the  companies  have  done  fully  as 
much  business  as  they  did  last  April,  that  is 
compared  with  the  production  of  April  of  last 
year.  In  April  this  year  the  companies  had  their 
operations  closed  down  about  three  days  on  ac¬ 
count  of  holidays,  while  last  April,  only  one  holi¬ 
day  was  observed.  The  Reading’s  April  tonnage 
is  estimated  at  around  1,250,000  tons,  which  is 
almost  up  to  last  April’s  tonnage  figures.  The 
other  companies,  it  is  believed,  will  make  fully 
as  good  showing.  So  great  has  been  the  de¬ 
mand  for  the  prepared  sizes  for  the  last  fe’w 
weeks,  that  some  of  the  companies  have  taken 
coal  from  their  storage  piles.  In  the  steam  sizes, 
there  has  not  been  the  same  demand  as  for  the 
prepared  sizes.  During  the  last  ten  days,  how¬ 
ever,  it  has  been  the  desire  of  the  companies  to 
get  as  much  prepared  coal  to  market  as  possible 
for  the  last  of  the  month,  and  to  do  this,  they 
have  delayed  shipment  of  many  cars  of  the  steam 
sizes  there  is  a  more  urgent  demand  for  them. 

So  far,  no  coal  has  been  shipped  by  lake,  and 
the  loadings  are  believed  to  be  under  200,000 
tons.  That  the  east  has  taken  the  full  April  pro¬ 
duction  so  readily,  is  a  matter  of  congratulation 
to  the  companies,  and  they  now  look  forward  for 
the  lake  demand  when  that  season  opens  up,  to 
help  them  out  considerably  in  taking  care  of  the 
production  when  trade  in  the  east  shall  have 
been  satisfied.  The  lake  situation  is  still  puzzling 
the  companies,  and  there  is  now  no  apparent  sign 
that  much  coal  will  move  westward  by  water 
before  the  latter  part  of  June. 

The  New  England  trade  is  taking  a  great  deal 
of  coal,  and  that  territory  will  take  a  consider¬ 
able  part  of  the  May  production.  All  rail  trade 
to  that  territory  continues  good,  and  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  tidewater 
movement  has  been  very  heavy,  and  for  three 
weeks  the  weather  has  been  so  favorable  that 
boats  have  made  good  time  on  their  trips.  Dis¬ 
charging  has  been  equally  prompt.  The  com¬ 
panies  have  kept  all  of  their  barges  busy,  and 
individual  owned  boats  have  been  plentiful,  with 
rates  low. 

In  New  York  harbor,  the  anthracite  trade  has 
been  very  active,  and  the  companies  have  been 
busy  trying  to  get  in  last  cargoes  before  the 
May  advance  takes  effect.  Some  retailers  re¬ 
port  that  they  are  taking  a  lot  of  orders  from 
householders  for  coal  for  May  delivery,  which 
will  necessitate  their  buying  considerable  coal 
during  the  coming  month  to  take  care  of  these 
orders  and  to  keep  their  pockets  filled.  Money 
is  also  reported  as  easier,  so  that  some  dealers 
will  be  able  to  lay  in  considerable  coal  at  the 
May  circular. 

The  demand  for  steam  sizes,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  pea,  is  small.  Prices  are  unchanged. 


There  is,  however,  no  large  quantity  of  the  steam 
sizes  unsold  at  the  ports,  so  that  shippers  have 
no  such  urgent  need  to  sell  as  would  cause  price- 
cutting.  Most  of  the  companies  and  individual 
shippers  have  been  so  busy  getting  forward  their 
orders  for  prepared  sizes  for  April  delivery  that 
they  have  not  paid  much  attention  to  delivery  of 
steam  sizes  and  hence  the  market  has  not  become 
glutted. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

While  the  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  offers  prac¬ 
tically  no  demand  for  large  lots  of  soft  coal  for 
immediate  consumption,  some  large  producers  are 
inclined  to  believe  that  there  is  a  slight  im¬ 
provement  in  the  general  situation.  They  argue 
that  this  is  shown  by  the  appearance  of  shipping 
orders  for  coal  under  the  new  contracts,  and 
they  are  hopeful  that  these  may  be  renewed  from 
month  to  month  so  that  the  buyers  will  take  their 
full  monthly  pro  rata  of  coal  called  for  under  their 
contracts.  Some  large  contracts  are  still  open, 
and  it  now  seems  likely  that  some  of  the  large 
coal  using  concerns  will  not  close  their  contracts 
for  some  weeks  yet.  It  is  not  believed  that  they 
will  gain  anything  by  hanging  back,  as  the  pro¬ 
ducers  are  now  inclined  more  towards  a  stiffen¬ 
ing  of  prices  than  a  further  reaction.  In  other 
words,  they  argue  that  we  have  already  reached 
the  worst  part  of  the  situation  caused  by  the 
panic,  and  that  from  now  on  any  change  will  be 
for  the  better.  To  secure  tonnage  at  any  old 
price  to  keep  the  operations  busy  no  longer  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  producer.  While  there  are  rumors 
of  some  very  low  prices  for  large  tonnages,  it  is 
true  that  the  producers  of  high-grade  coals 
have,  in  most  instances,  found  it  possible  to  con¬ 
tract  for  a  good  part  of  their  tonnage  at  prices, 
which  will  permit  of  a  profit. 

Producers  are  not  looking  for  any  marked  im¬ 
provement  in  the  financial  situation  until  towards 
the  end  of  summer,  or  early  fall,  and  they  are, 
therefore,  conducting  their  operations  and  of¬ 
fices  with  conservatism  and  economy.  They  see 
a  dull  summer  ahead,  which  following  upon  a 
dull  winter,  makes  such  a  procedure  all  the  more 
necessary. 

The  export  trade  is  very  quiet,  with  the  bunk¬ 
ering  trade  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard  also  suf¬ 
fering  from  a  lack  of  orders.  The  railroads  have 
been  placing  some  contracts  the  past  few  weeks 
and  while  they  call  for  very  large  tonnages,  they 
are  not  taking  any  coal  of  any  amount  this  month, 
owing  to  their  having  stocked  up  so  heavily  dur¬ 
ing  February  and  March  on  old  contracts,  and 
they  will  not  have  need  for  much  fuel  for  some 
time  yet.  Some  roads  are  reported  to  have  se¬ 
cured  some  very  low  prices  from  some  of  the 
producers  who  were  anxious  for  heavy  tonnage 
contracts  to  keep  their  operations  busy. 

Some  of  the  far  east  ports  are  now  taking 
coal,  and  shippers  to  these  points  are  finding 
plenty  of  large  vessels  offering,  but  have  some 
trouble  in  securing  small  light  draft  boats,  as  the 
prevailing  rates  of  freight  are  so  low  that  they 
have  not  attracted  these  small  boats  from  their 
winter  quarters.  We  hear  of  some  charters  of 
12-foot  draft  vessels  from  Philadelphia  to  east¬ 
ern  ports  at  75  cents  and  $1,  while  any  number  of 
large  vessels  are  offering  from  the  Roads  to 
Boston,  and  from  New  York  harbor  points  to 
Boston  at  50  to  60  cents. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  perfectly  flat.  There 
is  hardly  any  demand  for  coal  for  spot  sale,  and 
fortunately  there  are  no  heavy  accumulations 
at  the  ports.  Some  cargoes  are  up  to  demurrage, 
but  most  of  the  coal  coming  forward  is  upon 
orders.  Good  steam  coals  are  offered  at  $2.60 
up,  with  some  lots  of  demurrage  coals  offered 
as  low  as  $2.40.  Gas  slack  has  been  in  good 
demand.  Harbor  boats  are  plentiful.  Some  ship¬ 
pers  are  taking  exceptions  to  the  methods  of  the 
roads  in  enforcing  collection  of  demurrage 
charges,  and  are  seeking  to  have  the  roads  come 
to  some  agreement  whereby  these  charges  may 
be  more  equitably  assessed. 

In  the  vessel  market,  there  is  no  change  in 
rates.  Large '  vessels  are  plentiful,  while  it  is 
not  always  easy  to  obtain  small  boats  of  light 
draft  for  ports  which  require  the  use  of  such 
vessels.  The  rates  are:  From  the  Roads  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  50  to  60  cents;  from  Philadelphia,  50  to  60 
cents;  to  Portland  and  Salem,  50  to  65  cents;  to 
Lynn,  75  and  80  cents ;  to  Saco,  $1.00 ;  to  Bath,  75 
cents;  to  Gardiner,  80  cents;  to  Bangor,  75  to 
80  cents ;  to  sound  points,  50  to  60  cents ;  from 


New  York  to  Boston,  around  the  cape,  50  to  60 
cents;  to  New  Bedford,  45  cents;  Providence,  40 
cents;  New  Haven,  35  cents. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  April  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  last  days  of  the  month  have 
been  active  ones  for  the  anthracite  companies, 
as  they  have  had  many  urgent  orders  for  de¬ 
liveries,  many  of  which  came  too  late  for  them 
to  fill  at  the  April  circular.  It  seems  now  that 
they  are  guaranteed  an  active  business  all 
through  May.  The  Reading  is  reported  as  hav¬ 
ing  had  a  very  satisfactory  business,  with  its 
production  almost  up  to  that  of  April  a  year 
ago,  while  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany  is  said  to  have  done  the  biggest  month’s 
business  in  its  history.  Other  companies  also 
report  a  very  satisfactory  trade. 

Bituminous  trade  has  been  very  unsatisfactory. 
Line  trade  in  spots  has  been  fair  for  the  week, 
but  only  for  small  lots.  The  New  England 
consumers  have  taken  on  but  little  coal  within 
the  last  few  weeks.  Mining  is  still  on  a  re¬ 
stricted  basis,  though  it  is  said  that  in  the  Fair¬ 
mont,  W.  Va.,  region  some  improvement  is 
anticipated  from  now  on  on  account  of  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  lake  trade.  Locally,  new  business  has 
been  scarce,  though  there  is  more  or  less  con¬ 
tracting  going  on  all  the  time. 


News  in  Brief. 

L.  B.  Fuller,  of  L.  B.  Fuller  &  Co.,  with  offices 
in  the  Real  Estate  Trust  building,  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  California,  where  he  will  shortly 
go  again  to  become  general  manager  of  the 
Stone  Canon  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  who 
will  operate  an  immense  property  in  Monterey 
county,  about  225  miles  south  of  San  Francisco. 
This  property  is  said  to  have  a  fourteen-foot 
vein  of  coal,  which  is  pronounced  to  be  a  sub- 
bituminous  coal,  low  in  ash  and  moisture,  and 
fully  up  to  the  standard  of  the  coals  sold  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  at  present.  The  company  can  lay  its 
coal  in  Frisco  at  around  $3.00,  which  will  allow 
a  very  wide,  margin  of  profit  as  compared  with 
the  present  prices  charged  for  coal  there.  T.  H. 
Watkins  of  New  York  and  Scranton  is  president 
of  the  company  and  interested  with  him  are  some 
of  the  best  known  coal  operators  and  engineers 
in  the  east. 

Quite  a  number  of  Philadelphia  Kokoals  will 
go  over  to  Baltimore  Saturday  evening  to  install 
a  new  order  in  that  city.  Philadelphia’s  crack 
degree  team  will  do  the  work  that  will  make 
some  forty  odd  Baltimoreans  disciples  of  the 
"Come  on  and  Lift”  fraternity. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co..  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  reports  as  follows: 

The  freight  market  is  still  featureless  and 
the  only  recently  reported  fixtures  for  export 
coal  are  the  following:  Danish  steamer  Nord- 
kap,  2,294  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  Genoa, 
coal,  at  or  about  10s  3d;  Norwegian  steamer 
Navigator,  793  tons  register,  Baltimore  to 
Guantanamo,  coal,  at  $1.40;  Norwegian  steamer 
Akershtius,  1,671  tons  register.  Baltimore  to 
Montreal,  coal,  at  $1.00.  and  British  steamer 
Strathlyon,  2,846  tons  register,  Atlantic  Range 
to  San  Francisco,  coal,  at  or  about  $5.70,  and 
discharged. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows:  $1.10  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $1.50 
to  $1.60  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.35  to  $1.40 
to  Cienfugos;  $1.40  to  $1.50  to  Daiquiri;  $1.35 
to  $1.45  to  Santiago  or  Guantanamo;  $1.40  to 
Colon;  $1.60  to  $1.70  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trin¬ 
idad;  $1.55  to  $1.65  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.30  to  $1.35 
to  St.  Thomas;  $1.65  to  $1.70  to  Barbados: 
$1.25  to  $1.35  to  Kingston;  1.05  to  $1.10  and 
port  charges  to  Curacao;  $2.15  to  $2.25  to 
Demerara;  $1.50  to  $1.60  to  Bermuda;  $1.30 
to  $1.35  to  Vera  Cruz:  $1.30  to  $1.35  to  Tampico 
($2.20  to  $2.25  to  Tampico  on  coke);  11s  6d 
to  12s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  12s  to  13s  to  Rosario; 
12s  to  13s  to  Rio;  13s  to  14s  to  Santos;  10s 
to  10s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean, 
not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy;  Spain  ex¬ 
cluded;  $4.25  and  discharged,  tjo  Manila;  $4.50 
and  discharged,  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  30. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Considerable  encouragement  has 
come  to  the  trade  here  this  week  in  certain  lines, 
while  in  others  there  is  no  improvement  to  be 
noted.  Prices  remain  low — -very  low — and  no  bet¬ 
terment  has  been  noted  except  in  the  case  of 
slack,  which  is  in  more  brisk  demand. 

The  first  month  of  the  contracting  season  has 
closed  in  a  flattened  out  condition.  Business  in 
almost  every  quarter  seems  to  be  holding  off. 
In  the  southern  field  there  is  little  doing,  except 
along  some  special  lines,  such  as  supplying  the 
phosphate  mines  with  fuel.  Baltimoreans  just 
returned  from  the  cotton  belt  report  the  early 
probability  of  the  closing  of  many  mills. 

There  is  always  a  considerable  amount  of  coal 
moving  by  water  from  here  for  New  England 
points,  but  it  is  now  confined  almost  exclusively 
to  contract  coal.  The  general  flatness  of  the 
situation  north  is  reflected  in  the  low  rates  for 
vessel  charters  to  all  New  England  ports.  A 
charter  just  made  to  Boston  at  sixty  cents  is 
one  of  the  lowest  ever  reported. 

Some  of  the  encouraging  features  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  are  in  the  announcement  of  a  full  resump¬ 
tion  by  the  Fairmont  Coal  Company  set  for  May 
15.  the  fact  that  the  mills  here  of  the  Consolidated 
Cotton  Duck  Company  expect  to  resume  on  full 
time,  and  that  the  Maryland  Steel  Company  is 
preparing  for  a  full  operation  of  its  plant.  The 
Fairmont  Company  has  arranged  enough  con¬ 
tracts  to  lake  ports  and  elsewhere  to  enable  it 
to  decide  to  put  several  thousand  idle  men  at 
work  again.  The  cotton  duck  mills  here  expect 
to  capture  a  large  part  of  the  seven  million  dol¬ 
lars  set  apart  by  Congress  for  cotton  duck  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  army  and  navy.  The  steel  works 
have  secured  several  big  contracts,  including  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  government  for  delivery  at  Panama. 

Business  is  very  dull  hereabouts,  as  to  anthra¬ 
cite.  Early  season  demand  is  very  light.  Steam 
coals  are,  however,  showing  about  the  average 
activity. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

C.  W.  Hendley  of  the  C.  W.  Hendley  Coal 
Company,  has  returned  from  a  business  trip  to 
Port  Tampa,  Fla. 

The  city  has  put  a  ban  on  the  use  of  steam 
locomotives  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad 
through  tunnels  here,  and  all  trains  are  now  be¬ 
ing  moved  by  electric  motors.  A  move  is  now 
on  to  force  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  to  install 
an  electric  system  also. 

A  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  the  S.  M. 
Johnson  &  Son  Coal  Company  on  petition  of  a 
creditor,  the  New  Central  Coal  Company.  The 
assets  are  placed  at  $15,000  and  the  liabilities  at 
$26,000.  William  W.  Johnson,  former  postmaster 
of  Baltimore,  and  head  of  the  firm,  is  now  critic¬ 
ally  ill  here  with  Brights  disease  and  heart 
trouble. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  April  30. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
The  last  days  of  April  have  been  characterized 
by  unusual  activity  in  the  anthracite  trade.  That 
is,  retailers  have  been  so  urgent  in  their  demand 
for  coal  at  the  lowest  price  of  the  year,  that 
the  companies  and  wholesalers  have  been  un¬ 
able  to  take  care  of  their  orders.  Considerable 
business  will  be  left  over  for  May  delivery  at 
the  advance.  The  companies  look  for  plenty  of 
business  to  take  them  through  May,  but  further 
than  that,  they  are  not  so  sanguine.  Line  trade 
is  also  very  active.  The  price  of  coal  at  retail 
has  been  reduced  in  Boston,  stove  and  nut  now 
selling  at  $7.00,  egg  at  $6.75,  and  furnace  at 
$6.25  a  ton.  These  prices  will  remain  in  force 
for  most  of  the  spring  and  summer.  Demand 
from  householders  is  showing  some  improvement 
since  these  reduced  prices  were  announced. 

In  the  bituminous  situation  the  month  was  a 
trying  one.  Very  little  spot  business  appeared. 
This  has  been  bothersome  to  those  who  had  coal 
on  the  market.  Contracts  are  coming  in  slowly 
and  many  companies  report  that  shipping  orders 
are  held  back.  This  shows  that  consumers  do 
not  need  the  coal.  In  the  far  east  the  situation 


is  changed  somewhat,  in  that  some  of  these 
points  are  now  taking  coal  for  the  first  time 
since  the  closing,  of  these  ports  last  winter. 
Throughout  New  England,  however,  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  unimproved  from  our  former  reports, 
and  business  is  dull  in  most  every  line.  Boat 
rates  are  the  lowest  in  months,  and  large  craft 
can  be  procured  at  most  any  price.  With  Penn¬ 
sylvania  coals  at  $2.15  up  at  Philadelphia,  and 
with  vessel  rates  as  low  as  50  and  60  cents 
between  these  ports,  this  puts  coal  into  Boston 
at  a  very  low  price.  Gas  coal  has  been  in  some 
better  demand  from  a  contracting  standpoint, 
though  some  of  the  producers  are  said  to  be 
making  some  low  prices  to  secure  contracts. 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals  sell  at  the  con¬ 
tract  price,  while  shippers  of  George’s  Creek 
get  about  their  usual  prices.  Pennsylvania  coals 
are  offering  at  wide  range.  For  vessels,  50  to 
60c  is  the  prevailing  rate  from  the  Roads  and 
Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Baltimore  asking  10 
cents  more.  New  York  is  quoting  50  cents. 


News  Briefs. 

Jameson  &  Watton  have  recently  started  a 
retail  coal  business  at  Friendship,  Maine. 

David  Sturtevant  is  engaged  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  with  offices  in  the  Monks  building. 

It  is  noted  that  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 
which  finally  passed  Congress  on  Monday,  covers 
the  purchase  of  the  three  steel  colliers  now 
owned  by  the  New  England  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany. 

Inquiry  this  week  at  the  New  Haven  office 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
jailroad  shows  that  the  somewhat  better  con¬ 
ditions  of  steam  railroad  business,  which  was 
indicated  ten  days  ago,  has  continued  and  al¬ 
though  the  loss,  as  compared  with  April,  1907, 
is  considerable,  the  impression  prevails  that  the 
bottom  has  been  reached  and  the  upward  turn 
begun. 

Announcement  was  made  on  April  21  that 
George  E.  Warren  Company  would  succeed  to 
the  business  of  the  Warren  &  Monks  Company, 
wholesale  bituminous  coal  operators,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  Monks  building.  George  E. 
Warren  is  president  and  John  W.  Young  treas¬ 
urer.  They  have  shipping  offices  at  Newport 
News  and  Norfolk,  Va.  Mr.  Monks,  who  some 
months  ago  retired  from  the  company,  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  business  on  his  own  account,  with 
offices  in  the  Monks  building. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  April  30. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— Conditions  continue  unchanged  so  far  as  the 
anthracite  market  is  concerned,  dealers  being 
busy  in  an  effort  to  clean  up  as  much  of  the 
April  business  as  possible.  Line  business  has 
been  active  and  some  coal  has  gone  to  some  of 
the  western  all  rail  localities.  There  will  be 
quite  an  amount  of  April  orders  to  go  over 
into  the  new  month  and  there  is  reason  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  early  May  will  see  a  repetition  of 
the  rush  which  characterized  April.  Dealers 
on  the  outside  appear  to  be  buying  what  coal 
they  can  see  their  way  clear  to  pay  for,  but 
there  is  nothing  like  the  rush  of  last  season. 
Coal  this  week  is  reported  less  plentiful  than 
last  week  for  the  distribution  has  exceeded  the 
amount  coming  forward  from  the  mines.  Es¬ 
pecially  is  this  true  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading,  which  has  not  been  mining  heavily. 
Local  retail  trade,  which  takes  advantage  of 
the  April  low  prices,  has  been  particularly 
active,  and  this  has  contributed  to  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  stocks,  for  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
has  not  been  the  only  company  to  show  a 
faling  off  in  production. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  port  has  the 
lake  forwarding  situation  been  so  peculiar  as 
at  present.  Navigation  was  opened  on  Monday 
last  and  some  of  the  coal  laden  boats  have 
started  up  the  lake,  but  there  is  none  of  the 
activity  which  usually  marks  the  opening  days 
of  the  season.  Not  more  than  a  half-dozen 
charters  have  so  far  been  made,  the  Lack¬ 
awanna  leading,  followed  by  the  Lehigh  which 
has  only  secured  two  boats  so  far.  The  Phil¬ 
adelphia  &  Reading  reports  that  it  is  in  the 
market  for  hull  room  and  expects  to  have  one 
or  two  boats  this  week.  No  loading  whatever 


has  been  done  for  the  last  two  or  three  days. 
Among  the  independent  boat  owners  there  is 
even  less  activity.  Only  two  boats,  so  far, 
have  made  the  start.  When  the  independent 
owners  entered  into  an  agreement  to  hold  their 
boats  until  May  12,  it  was  understood  that  a 
number  of  the  vesels  chartered  for  special 
cargoes,  would  have  to  go  at  the  opening  of 
navigation.  The  starting  of  the  vessels  is  not 
a  violation  of  the  agreement  and  some  of  the 
steamets  that  have  started  this  week  will  be 
laid  up  as  soon  as  they  make  one  trip.  The 
meeting  of  the  vesselmen  on  May  12  will  be 
held  at  Cleveland,  and  the  chances  are  that  a 
later  date  for  starting  will  be  fixed  upon.  There 
is  no  demand  for  ore  carriers  and  most  of  the 
big  boats  will  be  held  for  cargoes  until  that 
demand  is  developed. 

General  opinion  appears  to  be  that  business, 
so  far  as  the  lake  trade  is  concerned,  is  going 
to  be  dull  for  some  times  to  come.  Scant  de¬ 
mand  and  the  absence  of  return  cargoes  is 
given  as  the  principal  causes  of  the  apathy 
which  is  apparent  in  vessel  and  shipping  cir¬ 
cles. 


Death  of  Walter  T.  Lewis. 


New  York,  April  30 .—  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Walter  T.  Lewis,  manager  of  the  New 
York  office  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Company, 
died  suddenly  at  Arrowhead,  Cal.,  on  April  23. 
Mr.  Lewis  had  been  in  failing  health  for  seven 
or  eight  months,  and  went  to  California  at  the 
advice  of  his  physicians  late  last  fall.  He  was 
said  to  have  been  so  much  improved  that  he 
was  expected  back  home  the  latter  part  of  May, 
and  the  wire  last  Thursday  announcing  his  sud¬ 
den  death  from  Bright’s  disease  was  a  great  sur¬ 
prise  to  his  relatives  and  friends. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  prominent  men  in  the  eastern  coal  trade. 
For  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  he  had  been 
identified  with  the  coal  trade  in  New  York 
City.  He  was  connected  with  the  old  firm  of 
Stickney,  Connyngham  &  Co.,  and  when  this  firm 
was  taken  over  by  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  in  January,  1904,  he  was  made  manager 
of  the  New  York  office,  which  position  he  held 
until  his  death.  He  was  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  and  left  a  wife  and  five  children.  A  son, 
W.  H.  Lewis,  is  connected  with  the  New  York 
office  of  the  Susquehanna. 

Mr.  Lewis’  home  was  at  Morristown,  N.  J., 
and  with  his  family  he  usually  spent  the  summer 
months  at  some  of  the  Jersey  shore  resorts. 
The  funeral  services  will  be  held  from  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Rutherford,  N.  J.,  this 
afternoon  at  2:30,  and  a  large  party  of  friends 
will  attend  from  the  offices  of  various  New 
York  coal  and  allied  companies.  Mr.  Lewis  was 
a  member  of  several  secret  orders,  and  members 
of  these  orders  will  attend  the  funeral  services. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Boiling  Springs  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Rutherford ;  Madison  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  Ode  St.  Amand  Commandery, 
F.  T.,  at  Morristown:  Salaam  Temple,  A.  A. 
O.  N.  M.  Shrine  of  Newark,  and  Morristown 
Lodge  815,  B.  P.  O.  Elks.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  several  social  clubs. 


Last  week  in  these  columns  the  announcement 
was  made  that  Richards,  Ambler  &  Co. 
had  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  Reynolds 
Coal  Company  for  $166.74.  Concerning  this 
item  Pomeroy  &  Martin,  attorneys  for  the 
Reynolds  Coal  Company,  make  the  following 
explanation:  “Richards,  Ambler  &  Co.,  claimed 
the  Reynolds  Coal  Company  owed  them 
$185.74  and  the  amount  in  dispute  was  only 
$22.  Before  a  suit  was  brought,  the  Reynolds 
Coal  Company  not  only  offered  to  pay  the  sum 
of  $163.74,  but  also  in  addition,  one-half  of 
the  $22.  in  dispute.  This  offer  was  refused  by 
Richards,  Ambler  &  Co.,  and  a  suit  was 
brought,  and  at  the  trial  before  Judge  Lantry, 
we  admitted  the  indebtedness  of  $163.74.  Judge 
Lantry  decided  in  our  favor  and  refused  to 
allow  Richards,  Ambler  &  Co.  any  part  or 
portion  of  the  additional  sum  of  $22,  and  the 
court  very  properly  rendered  a  judgment  for 
$163.74,  and  $3  court  costs  being  the  amount 
which  was  at  all  times  admitted  as  due  and 
owing.” 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


F.  B.  Lockhart,  of  the  Pittsburgh  office  of  the 
United  Coal  Company,  was  a  visitor  to  the  New 
York  trade  last  week. 

Eastern  coal  companies  are  figuring  on  the 
bunkering  contract  for  60,000  tons  of  coal  to  be 
supplied  to  the  Southern  Pacific  steamers. 

The  Cottage  Street  Coal  Company,  of  Bay¬ 
ard,  W.  Va.,  on  the  line  of  the  Western  Mary¬ 
land  Railroad,  commenced  operation  last  week. 

B.  N.  Cole,  of  the  Tidewater  Coal  Company, 
New  York,  has  returned  after  a  trip  through 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  coal  trade  sections. 

W.  A.  Marshall  of  W.  A.  Marshall  &  Co., 
No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  visited  his  soft 
coal  operation  at  Nanty-Glo,  Pa.,  the  first  oi 
the  week. 

The  breakers  of  the  Clarence  Colliery  of  the 
Hillside  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  near  Pittston, 
was  struck  by  lightning  on  Monday  afternoon 
and  completely  destroyed  by  the  fire  which 
followed. 

Bids  for  5,000  tons  gross,  of  Sterling,  Poca¬ 
hontas  or  George’s  Creek  coal  are  invited  for 
supplying  the  United  States  armory  at  Spring- 
field,  Mass.  Bidds  will  be  received  until  2 
p.  m.,  May  22. 

Bunke  &  Meyer,  retail  coal  dealers,  110th 
street,  and  E.  R.,  New  York,  have  incorporated 
with  capital  stock  of  $20,000.  The  directors 
are:  Diedrick  Bunke,  Barbara  Bunke  and 

John  Meyer. 

The  Panama  Railroad  has  announced  the 
awarding  of  its  bunkering  coal  contract  to  Ber- 
wind-White  Coal  Mining  Company.  Bids  for  this 
contract,  which  calls  for  70,000  to  100,000  tons  of 
bituminous,  were  opened  April  10. 

Fox,  Pierce  &  Row,  attorneys,  who  for  years 
have  represented  various  New  York  coal  com¬ 
panies  in  various  litigation  suits,  have  moved 
their  offices  from  No.  25  Broad  street  to  the 
new  City  Investing  building,  No.  151  Broad¬ 
way. 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Timber  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  with 
capital  stock  of  $500,000.  The  company  is  to 
deal  in  coal,  etc.  Incorporators  are:  Ben¬ 
jamin  A.  Judd,  W.  S.  Kain  and  John  B. 
Turner. 

George  Petersen,  one  of  New  York’s  oldest 
retail  coal  dealers,  died  last  week.  Mr.  Peter¬ 
sen  for  thirty  years  kept  an  office  at  Broadway 
and  Fifty-seventh  street.  In  1905,  he  moved  to 
No.  553  West  Fifty-fifth  street,  where  he  had 
an  office  adjoining  Jacob  &  Son. 

Imperial  Modoe  Lester  of  New  York,  who 
recently  returned  from  a  very  successful  kor- 
uskation  of  Kokoals  held  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
leaves  Saturday  to  attend  a  koruskation  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  where  forty  candidates  are 
in  waiting. 

Fred  C.  Russel,  coal  broker,  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  spent  several  days  of  last 
week  in  the  Wilkesbarre  coal  regions,  calling 
on  producers.  Mr.  Russel  has  moved  his  of¬ 
fice  from  the  eighth  floor  of  the  Washington 
building  to  room  No.  163  on  the  seventh  floor. 

Wm.  L.  Bowman,  connected  with  the  legal 
department  of  the  Lackawanna  Railroad  in 
New  York,  in  a  contest  held  at  the  New  York 
Athletic  Club  last  week,  won  the  fencing  cham¬ 
pionship  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Bowman 
is  a  son  of  Hon.  C.  C.  Bowman,  the  well 
known  Pittston  coal  operator. 

On  last  Thursday,  the  senate  committee  on 
commerce  authorized  a  favorable  report  on  the 
bill  requiring  the  inspection  of  sea-going  tugs 
as  to  their  seaworthiness  and  equipment.  The 
bill  also  requires  lifeboats,  anchors  and  life 
preservers  to  be  carried.  An  amendment  was 
added  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  Commerce 
and  Labor  to  make  regulations  limiting  the 
length  of  tows  in  inland  waters. 

The  DuBois  Courier  says  that  traffic  on 
the  railroads  in  that  vicinity  is  showing  very 


little  improvement.  Many  of  the  mines  were 
closed  the  week  before  last  and  the  first  part 
of  last  week,  owing  to  the  holidays,  and  last 
week’s  shipments  showed  an  improvement 
over  the  week  previous.  The  outlook,  how¬ 
ever,  is  that  the  output  will  continue  at  about 
half  of  the  normal  for  several  weeks  yet. 

E.  L.  Mohn,  president  of  the  E.  L.  Molm 
Coal  Company  of  Reading,  Pa.,  was  in  New 
York,  Tuesday,  en  route  to  Boston.  Mr. 
Mohn  said  that  business  in  soft  coal  through¬ 
out  eastern  Pennsylvania  is  dull,  though  some 
business  is  being  contracted  for  from  week 
to  week.  He  is  finding  Quemahoning  coal,  in 
which  his  firm  operates,  growing  more  popular 
among  consumers  wanting  a  good  steam  coal. 

The  Lenher  Engineering  Company,  which 
was  recently  incorporated,  has  taken  offices  in 
the  Singer  Building  Tower,  No.  149  Broadway, 
New  York.  The  officers  of  the  company  are: 
S.  J.  Lenher,  president;  G.  H.  Stephens,  vice- 
president,  and  C.  N.  Walsh,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  This  company  is  the  sole  sales 
agent  for  the  Taylor  gravity  underfeed  stoker, 
which  is  being  used  by  some  of  the  local  steam 
plants,  and  the  Flory  hoisting  machinery  and 
cableways. 

Already  New  York  retail  coal  dealers  are 
talking  of  having  an  excursion  sometime  in 
the  next  couple  of  months.  Last  June,  the 
New  York  dealers  had  a  very  pleasant  trip 
to  the  Wilkesbarre  and  Scranton  regions,  and 
many  of  those  who  enjoyed  the  outing  last 
year,  will  join  in  any  excursion  that  is  given 
this  year.  Mr.  George  Eletz,  who  looked  after 
much  of  the  detail  of  last  year’s  trip  for  the 
Coal  Merchants’  Association,  is  said  to  be 
making  plans  for  a  jaunt  for  this  spring,  and 
it  is  likely  that  he  will  soon  announce  a  trip 
which  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  con¬ 
cerned. 

Just  now  the  business  of  bunkering  steamers 
in  New  York  harbor  is  rather  dull.  Tramp 
steamers  are  not  so  numerous.  On  the  reg¬ 
ular  trans-Atlantic  lines,  there  are  not  as  many 
steamers  in  service  as  in  times  when  business 
was  normal.  Again,  many  of  the  steamers 
coming  from  foreign  ports  are  bringing  over 
well-filled  bunkers,  so  that  the  amount  of  coal 
needed  at  this  end  is  not  so  heavy.  In  the 
last  few  weeks,  some  of  the  big  steamship 
companies  have  closed  contracts  for  bunkering 
in  New  York  harbor,  at  prices  said  to  be 
close  to  the  figures  named  in  last  year’s  con¬ 
tracts. 

The  bill  of  Senator  Frye,  to  have  govern¬ 
ment  inspection  and  regulation  of  ocean-going 
barges,  passed  the  senate  at  Washington  on 
Monday.  This  bill,  it  is  believed,  will  also 
affect  the  barges  used  in  service  along  Long 
Island  sound.  Mr.  Frye  claimed,  in  support  of 
his  measure,  that  there  are  now  400  sea-going 
barges  on  American  waters,  and  that  in  the 
last  year,  sixty  have  gone  to  the  bottom,  and 
that  twenty-five  ner  cent  of  their  crews  were 
lost.  Most  of  these  barges  are  used  in  the 
transportation  of  coal  along  the  Atlantic  coast, 
and  in  most  instances  they  are  fitted  with  life 
boats,  life  preservers  and  other  life  saving  ap¬ 
paratus  that  the  government  will  require 
Transportation  people  sav  that  the  most  good 
from  the  bill  will  possibly  be  the  condemna¬ 
tion  of  some  very  old  barges  that  are  unfitted 
for  ocean-going  service,  but  that  the  most  of 
the  boats  used  in  this  service  are  in  every 
way  seaworthy. 

The  Eastern  and  Central  New  York  Retail 
Coal  Merchants’  Association  is  planning  to 
have  an  excursion  to  the  coal  mines  in  the 
Scranton  region  early  in  Tune  The  trip  will 
be  continued  to  New  York.  At  Scranton,  the 
mines  will  be  visited,  and  a  banquet  will  be 
among  the  festivities  provided.  The  trip  is 
being  planned  on  a  much  bigger  scale  than  the 
1906  trip,  which  was  enjoyed  by  so  many,  and 
the  expenses  of  the  excursion  are  going  to  be 
very  low.  The  trip  is  open  to  members  of  the 


Association,  and  every  dealer  in  Eastern  New 
York,  east  of  a  line  drawn  from  Oswego  to 
Binghamton,  is  eligible  to  membership,  the  in¬ 
itiation  dues  to  which  are  only  $10.  Dealers  not 
members  of  the  association,  who  desire  to  be¬ 
come  members,  should  write  to  J.  S.  M.  Lynch, 
Commissioner,  No.  27  Madison  avenue,  Albany, 
for  particulars  about  membership.  A  circular 
descriptive  of  the  excursion  and  giving  all  the 
details,  will  be  issued  early  this  month. 


May  Take  Colliers. 


Boston,  April  30. —  (Special  Correspondence.) 
—It  is  now  likely  that  the  three  new  steel  col¬ 
liers  which  were  built  last  year  for  the  New 
England  Gas  &  Coke  Company  and  which  are 
now  being  operated  under  charter  in  the  coal 
carrying  trade  between  Boston  and  the  southern 
ports  will  be  taken  over  by  the  United  States 
government,  to  be  used  in  the  transportation  of 
coal  for  the  battleship  fleet.  The  three  steamers 
are  the  Everett.  Malden  and  Melrose.  Each  have 
a  cargo  capacity  of  7,200  tons  of  coal,  with 
bunker  capacity  of  815  tons,  which  will  steam 
them  4,500  miles  at  a  ten-knot-an-hour  pace. 
They  are  modern  in  every  detail,  and  will  greatly 
strengthen  the  auxiliary  department  of  the  navy. 

Some  months  ago  these  ships  were  offered 
the  government,  as  owing  to  the  delay  in  com- 
oleting  the  Tidewater  railroad  to  Norfolk,  the 
New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Company  was  not 
assured  of  sufficient  coal  tonnage  to  keep  the 
boats  busy  should  their  present  charters  not  be 
renewed.  They  were  offered  for  sale  at  $600,000 
each,  but  the  committee  appointed  by  congress 
to  pass  on  their  purchase  would  only  recom¬ 
mend  their  purchase  at  a  cost  of  $525,000  each. 
This  price  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  owners, 
so  the  deal  was  declared  off.  On  Monday  of 
last  week,  in  passing  the  naw  anpronriation  bill, 
which  was  to  nrovide  for  the  building  of  two 
colliers  at  a  cost  of  $1,800,000.  Senator  Lodge 
got  through  an  amendment,  which  provides  for 
the  nurchase  of  the  three  colliers  named  above 
at  the  price  set  unon  them  by  their  owners,  viz., 
$600,000  each.  A  provision  was  added  to  the 
bill,  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Naw  whether  the  purchase  shall  be  made. 

Tt  is  understood  that  should  the  navy  take 
over  the  three  colliers,  the  present  owners  will 
at  once  place  an  order  with  the  Fire  River  Ship¬ 
building  Company  for  the  construction  of  three 
more  colliers  to  take  their  places,  which  build¬ 
ing  would  take  no  some  six  months  or  a  year. 
Tt  would  insure  the  shipbuilding  companv  a  lot 
of  work  which  would  keep  thousands  of  work¬ 
men  emnloved  during  the  next  year,  and  would 
be  of  material  help  to  many  local  interests. 

The  New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Company  take 
over  600,000  tons  of  coal  each  year  for  their  gas 
and  coke  nlant  at  Everett.  Most  of  this  coal  has 
been  coming  from  Nova  Scotia,  but  from  now 
on  most  of  this  coal  will  be  taken  from  the 
southern  coal  fields,  the  company  only  last  week 
placing  an  order  said  to  be  for  approximately 
360,000  tons  of  southern  coal.  This  coal  will 
he  loaded  either  at  Baltimore  or  at  Hampton 
Roads,  or  probably  from  both  points,  and  it  is 
understood  that  the  company  will  place  the  Ev¬ 
erett  in  this  service  as  soon  as  her  lease  to  the 
Dn vis  Coal  &  Coke  Company  expires  this  month. 
With  the  Everett  they  can  make  a  round  trip 
a  week  between  the  Southern  ports  and  Boston, 
which  will  mean  that  this  one  boat  will  carry 
to  Boston  each  month  something  like  30,000 
tons  of  coal.  The  Malden,  now  under  charter 
to  the  Metropolitan  Coal  Company,  will  be  used 
in  this  service  as  soon  as  her  six  months’  lease 
exnircs.  The  Melrose  is  now  being  used  in  the 
sulphur  trade,  running  between  Sabine  Pass, 
Tex.,  and  Atlantic  seaboard  ports. 

Should  the  navy  take  over  these  vessels  at 
once,  it  is  likely  that  the  gas  company  will  se¬ 
cure  other  steamers  temporarily  for  use  in 
bringing  coal  to  their  Everett  plant. 
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No.  18] 

Recent  Legal  Decisions 


Restrictions  Placed  on  Representation 
by  Sellers. — The  common  law  imposes 
upon  the  seller  the  duty  to  refrain  from 
[falsely  representing  material  facts  for 
the  purpose  of  misleading  the  buyer. 
The  seller  may  praise  the  good  qualities 
lof  his  wares  as  much  as  he  pleases,  and 
lis  not  bound  to  disclose  their  defects 
fto  the  buyer,  even  if  he  knows  of  them, 
land  is  aware  that  the  buyer  believes  he 
is  purchasing  sound  goods.  But  if,  for 
the  purpose  of  inducing  the  prospective 
buyer  to  change  his  position,  the  seller 
sees  fit  to  make  any  representation,  either 
express  or  implied,  in  respect  to  facts 
which  are  material  to  the  subject-matter 
of  the  sale,  he  must  tell  the  truth.  If 
an  injury  is  intentionally  inflicted,  proof 
that  the  defendant  did  the  act  establishes 
his  fault;  but,  where  negligence  is 
charged,  proof  of  the  act  must  be  sup¬ 
plemented  by  proof  that  the  average  man 
would  have  have  done  it.  So  in  the  case 
before  the  court  (of  Cunntingham  vs. 
C.  R.  Pease  House  Furnishing  Com¬ 
pany,  59  Atlantic  Reporter,  120),  if  the 
defendants,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
the  plaintiff  to  buy  certain  blacking,  told 
her  it  could  be  safely  used  on  a  hot 
stove,  and  they  neither  knew  nor  cared 
whether  their  statement  was  true  or 
false,  the  supreme  court  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  says  they  would  be  liable  for  per¬ 
sona!  injuries  caused  by  an  explosion  of 
the  stove  blacking.  But,  if  they  had  no 
thought  of  deceiving  her,  it  would  not 
be  enough  to  show  that  they  made  the 
representation.  She  must  then  go  far¬ 
ther  and  show  that  the  ordinary  man 
would  not  have  made  it.  The  test,  there¬ 
fore,  to  determine  whether  the  defend¬ 
ants  were  in  fault  for  making  the  rep¬ 
resentation,  was  to  inquire  whether  the 
ordinary  man,  having  no  more  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  situation  and  its  dangers 
than  the  defendants  were  shown  to  have 
had,  would  have  told  the  plaintiff  it  was 
safe  to  use  the  blacking  on  a  hot  stove. 
Tt  cannot  be  said  as  a  matter  of  law  that 
an  ordinary  man  selling  a  new  blacking 
would  affirm  that  he  knew  it  would  do 
all,  and  more  than  all,  its  makers 
claimed  for  it.  when,  in  fact,  he  knew 
nothing  of  its  qualities,  and  had  done 
nothing  to  inform  himself  as  to  the 
soundness  of  the  maker’s  claims. 


When  Carrier  May  Refuse  to  Receive 
Goods  and  Liability  for  Loss. — While  a 
carrier  is  liable  as  an  insurer  for  the  loss 
of  freight  which  he  accepts  for  carriage, 
and  while  generally  he  is  required  to  ac¬ 
cept  for  carriage  all  freight  properly 
packed  and  delivered  to  him  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  transportation,  still  a  carrier,  the 
court  of  appeals  of  Georgia  holds  (Co¬ 
weta  County  vs.  Central  of  Georgia 
Railway  Company.  50  Southeastern  Re- 
norter,  1,018),  is  not  required  to  accept 
for  shipment  all  freight  which  may  be 
tendered.  Tf  a  carrier  knows  an  article 
tendered  him  for  carriage  is  injurious  to 
the  public  health,  public  peace,  or  morals 
or  is  likelv  to  destroy  the  property  of 
others,  or  if  the  property  tendered  for 


shipment  is  in  such  condition  that  it  can¬ 
not  safely  be  transported,  a  carrier  has 
the  right  to  decline  to  receive  the  pro¬ 
posed  shipment.  A  plaintiff,  by  showing 
the  delivery  of  his  goods  into  the  pos¬ 
session  of  a  common  carrier  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  transportation,  and  establishing 
the  fact  of  loss,  raises  a  presumption  of 
liability  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  for 
their  value,  if  the  self  same  evidence 
does  not  show  the  consequent  loss  was 
occasioned  by  the  plaintiff’s  own  negli¬ 
gence.  A  carrier  may  be  liable  for  the 
loss  of  freight  in  spite  of  the  most  ex¬ 
traordinary  diligence.  But  any  shipper 
who,  either  before  or  after  shipment,  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly,  intentionally  or  un¬ 
intentionally,  causes  the  injury  or  de¬ 
struction  of  his  own  property,  cannot 
make  the  carrier  pay  for  it. 


Right  of  Creditors  to  Resort  to  In¬ 
surance. — Where  creditors  are  deprived 
of  property  which  they  had  a  right  to  re¬ 
sort  to  for  the  collection  of  their  debts, 
because  the  debtor  uses  property  which 
they  have  a  right  to  resort  to  in  paying 
premiums  on  policies  of  insurance  taken 
out  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have 
claims  upon  him,  the  supreme  court  of 
Mississippi  holds  (Johnson  vs.  Bacon, 
45  Southern  Reporter,  858),  that  it  is 
but  right  that  the  proceeds  of  those  poli¬ 
cies,  in  excess  of  the  sum  exempt  by 
law,  should  be  used  to  pay  back  to  those 
creditors  that  sum  which  has  been  di¬ 
verted  from  them  in  the  payment  of  the 
premiums,  if  their  claims  are  living 
claims  at  the  time  the  proceeds  are  col¬ 
lected. 


Changes  of  Which  Employes  Should 
Be  Warned. — Whenever  a  material 
change  in  the  intrinsic  condition  or  rela¬ 
tive  arrangement  of  the  instrumentality 
bv  which  work  is  to  be  done  is  made  by 
the  master,  and  is  of  such  a  nature  that 
it  is  likely  to  expose  the  servant,  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  alteration,  to  the  risk  of  in¬ 
jury  through  a  probability  of  his  assum¬ 
ing  a  continuation  of  the  previous  con¬ 
dition  and  of  his  acting  thereon  to  his 
hurt,  the  court  of  appeals  of  Georgia 
holds  (Seaboard  Air  Tine  Railway  vs. 
Witt,  60  Southeastern  Reporter.  1,012), 
that  the  master  should  notify  the  serv¬ 
ant  of  the  change. 


The  passage  of  the  Chamberlain  bill 
by  the  Ohio  legislature  last  week  will 
prove  of  great  benefit  to  coal  men  if 
they  are  aggressive  in  availing  them¬ 
selves  of  its  provision.  The  bill  gives 
the  railroad  commission  enlarged  powers 
in  compelling  settlement  for  damages 
nr  loss  to  all  kinds  of  freight  in  transit. 
Heretofore  the  commission  had  no 
authority  in  inflicting  penaltv,  but  was 
confined  to  investigating  and  reporting 
upon  claims.  Before  the  rights  of  shin- 
pers  are  fully  established  it  is  probable 
that  some  test  cases  may  have  to  be 
pushed  through  the  supreme  court. 


Briquets  in  France. 

Consul-General  Frank  H.  Mason,  of 
Paris,  furnishes  the  following  report 
on  the  fuel  consumption  of  four  of  the 
great  railway  systems  of  France, 
namely,  the  Northern,  the  Eastern, 
the  Paris-Orleans,  and  the  state  rail¬ 
ways,  with  special  reference  to  the 
use  of  briquets: 

The  Northern  Railway  of  France 
operates  a  network  of  lines  2,354  miles 
in  length  and  traversing  the  territory 
from  Paris  northward  to  the  English 
Channel  and  the  frontier  of  Belgium, 
including  the  coal  fields  of  the  Pas-de- 
Calais  and  the  Nord.  According  to 
the  statement  of  the  chief  engineer 
briquettes  constitute  from  12  to  15 
per  cent  of  the  entire  locomotive  fuel 
supply  used  by  the  company.  They 
are  cubical  in  form,  weigh  about  10 
kilos  (22.046  pounds)  each,  and  con¬ 
tain  from  18  to  22  per  cent  of  volatile 
matter.  They  are  used  for  kindling 
the  fire  and  getting  up  steam  before 
the  engine  goes  upon  duty,  and  during 
the  run  when,  by  reason  of  a  heavy 
train,  a  strong  ascending  grade,  or  the 
necessity  of  high  speed,  it  is  required 
that  the  locomotive  shall  put  forth  its 
maximum  effort.  The  other  fuel  used 
is  coal  or  slack  of  ordinary  quality. 

Cost  and  Testing  of  Fuel. 

The  cost  of  briquets  on  the  North¬ 
ern  Railway  varies  slightly  with 
the  market  price  of  coal,  but  has 
ranged  during  the  past  three  years 
from  15.75  to  22  francs  ($3.03  to  $4.25) 
per  metric  ton  of  2204.6  pounds.  The 
conditions  imposed  upon  the  manu¬ 
facturers  who  supply  briquets  to  the 
company  are  as  follows: 

First,  that  the  proportion  of  ash 
shall  not  exceed  8  per  cent,  or  if  it 
does  a  deduction  of  10  cents  per  ton  is 
made  for  every  1  per  cent  excess  of 
ash  above  the  standard,  8  per  cent. 

Second,  that  the  coal  employed  shall 
be  of  a  coking  quality;  that  is,  there 
shall  be  such  a  combination — either 
natural  or  artificial — of  fat  and  lean 
elements  as  to  produce  a  coal  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  being  coked. 


Third,  the  standard  maximum  of 
humidity  is  5  per  cent  at  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  100®. 

Fourth,  cohesion  must  not  be  less 
than  50  per  cent.  This  is  measured  by 
the  apparatus  employed  by  the  French 
navy,  which  consists  of  a  rotary  sheet- 
iron  cylinder,  39  inches  long  and  32 
inches  in  diameter,  hung  on  an  axle, 
and  having  three  interior  flanges 
about  10  inches  high.  For  the  test,  50 
kilos  of  briquettes  are  broken  into 
pieces,  weighing  about  1  pound  each. 
These  are  put  inside  the  cylinder, 
which  is  then  revolved  at  a  rate  of  25 
turns  per  minute.  After  having  made 
50  revolutions  the  cylinder  is  opened 
and  the  contents  poured  upon  a  hori¬ 
zontal  grate  with  square  holes,  3  centi¬ 
meters  (1)4  inch)  long  and  broad. 
The  pieces  which  do  not  fall  through 
the  grate  are  then  weighed,  and  they 
should  constitute  not  less  than  50  per 
cent  of  the  whole  amount  submitted 
to  the  test.  If  the  debris  that  falls 
through  the  grate  exceeds  one-half 
the  original  material  the  cohesiveness 
of  the  briquettes  is  proved  to  be  be¬ 
low  the  prescribed  standard. 


Coal  mining  companies,  of  Leaven¬ 
worth,  Kan.,  have  asked  permission 
of  the  war  department  to  run  cables 
across  the  Missouri  river  to  enable 
them  to  dump  slate,  stone  and  rubbish 
from  the  mines  in  Kansas  on  the 
Missouri  side  of  the  river. 


The  Utica  Coal  Company,  of  Utica. 
N.  Y.,  has  been  incorporated  to  deal 
in  coal,  coke  and  oil.  The  concern 
has  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000  and  the 
incorporators  are  John  Davis,  George 
Lausdall,  M.  J.  Lausdall  and  L.  Davis. 


The  Broad  Street  Coal  Company,  lo¬ 
cated  at  the  junction  of  West  Broad 
street  and  the  T.  &  O.  C.  tracks,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  has  been  taken  over  by 
the  Washington  Fuel  Company.  It  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  centrally 
located  yards  in  Columbus,  but  has 
changed  hands  several  times  within  the 
past  year  or  two. 


CP  RflWMAN  miner  and  shipper 

•  l».  DUfllVIHIl  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE"  "LOPEZ” 

“Back  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  tins 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Oallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R„  and  their  connections. 


COAL  PEA  LERS’ 

SUPPLIES 


Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 

SCRANTON  COAL 

8.  C.  SCHENCK,  Agt. 

„  ’  t 

Shipments  “All  Rail,”  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 

Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

When  you  buy  "SCRANTON” 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GEINUlNli 

each  invoice  from  this  office. 

IOOO-IO  Old  Colony 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  April  30. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.)  —  Demand  for  all 
grades  of  coal  is  confined  strictly  to  cur¬ 
rent  needs.  No  stocks  for  domestic  use 
are  yet  being  taken  on,  and  consumers 
of  steam  coals  are  skeptical  of  the  state¬ 
ment  that  prices  have  reached  rock  bot¬ 
tom  and  may  soon  be  expected  to  ad¬ 
vance,  even  though  slightly  at  the  outset. 
The  supply  appears  to  be  so  plentiful  on 
all  hands  that  it  is  hard  to  make  buy¬ 
ers  believe  that  there  will  not  be  a  fur¬ 
ther  drop,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  last  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a 
general  resumption  of  work  has  been  re¬ 
moved. 

Operators  in  this  territory  are  taking 
the  situation  philosophically,  and  in¬ 
stead  of  further  glutting  the  market  are 
allowing  their  mines  to  remain  idle,  as 
a  rule,  until  conditions  adjust  them¬ 
selves  and  prices  again  become  profit¬ 
able.  A  few  mines  are  under  partial 
operation  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care 
of  contracts,  but  there  appears  to  be  no 
likelihood  of  much  activity  for  at  least 
a  month  to  come. 

Most  of  the  tonnage  moving  continues 
to  be  run-of-mine,  largely  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  product,  which  is  handled  through 
local  jobbers.  There  has  been  no  im¬ 
provement  in  prices  during  the  past 
week.  The  latter  range  from  70  cents 
to  90  cents.  Hocking  valley  operators 
make  no  attempt  to  meet  this  competi¬ 
tion,  but  are  getting  from  $1.00  to  $1.15 
on  such  small  share  of  business  that 
comes  their  way.  Much  of  the  coal  now 
on  the  market  was  mined  previous  to  the 
suspension,  in  the  hope  of  a  good  mar¬ 
ket,  and  the  fine  grades  resulting  from 
such  production  was  sold  at  the  time  at 
fairly  good  figures.  This  causes  a  pres¬ 
ent'  scarcity  of  nut,  pea  and  slack,  but 
the  inconvenience  is  not  felt  in  any  great 
degree,  as  at  the  existing  price  for  mine- 
run  consumers  can  afford  to  burn  it,  and 
they  give  it  their  preference  where  fur¬ 
nace  construction  does  not  hinder.  The 
average  price  for  nut,  pea  and  slack  is 
70  cents.  Tn  some  instances  crushing  is 
being  resorted  to,  in  order  to  get  suf¬ 
ficient  tonnage  to  fill  contracts.  There 
is  very  little  fine  coal  on  the  market. 

Columbus  Retail  Market. 

Trade  has  been  practically  dead  for 
some  weeks  past,  but  such  little  busi¬ 
ness  as  is  going  is  still  on  the  basis  of 
winter  prices,  namely  $3.25  to  $3.50  for 
Hocking  lump  and  $3.75  for  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Some  storing  of  anthracite  on 
the  part  of  dealers  has  begun,  but  as  a 
rule  orders  are  placed  for  later  delivery 
than  usual.  A  reduced  volume  of  trade 
and  slow  collections  have  left  dealers 
less  forehanded.  Stocks  of  soft  coal  are 
being  kept  down  to  the  minimum,  there 
being  plenty  of  low-priced  tonnage  avail¬ 
able  for  current  demands  from  consum¬ 
ers. 


Will  Build  Washery. 

A  stroke  of  enterprise  has  been  made 
by  the  New  York  Coal  Company,  whose 
general  offices  are  located  in  Columbus, 
in  placing  a  contract  for  the  erection  of 
a  large  coal  breaker  and  washer  at  its 
No.  31  mine,  near  Buchtel,  Ohio.  The 
plant  is  to  be  built  by  the  Roberts- 
Schaffer  Company,  of  Chicago,  and  is 
what  is  known  as  the  Stewart  system. 
Everything  connected  with  it  is  to  be 
of  the  most  modern  type  and  the  ca¬ 
pacity  will  be  1,000  tons  per  day.  This 
improvement  will  mark  a  new  era  in  the 
Hocking  valley,  as  it  will  be  the  first 
up-to-date  washer  in  this  field.  The  one 
or  two  others  now  in  service  are  of 


more  or  less  primitive  type,  having 
been  installed  before  late  inventions 
brought  this  kind  of  apparatus  to  its 
present  perfection.  The  company  pro¬ 
poses  to  break  all  coal  under  the  grade 
of  its  Manhattan  lump,  and  put  it 
through  the  washer.  They  will  thus  be 
able  to  produce  a  domestic  coal  that  will 
compete  with  anything  on  the  market,  as 
their  product  is  naturally  among  the  best 
in  the  valley.  The  large  investment  in¬ 
volved  is  justified  by  the  increasing  de¬ 
mand  for  washed  coals,  which  now  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  supply.  It  is  expected  that  the 
plant  will  be  completed  and  under  op¬ 
eration  some  time  next  fall.  E.  F.  Mc- 
Manigal,  land  agent  of  the  company, 
who  returned  from  the  mine  yesterday, 
says  that  a  large  force  of  men  has  al¬ 
ready  been  put  at  work  on  the  improve¬ 
ment. 


News  in  Brief 

R.  G.  Calvert,  a  retail  dealer  of  Sel¬ 
ma,  Ohio,  was  among  the  week’s  vis¬ 
itors  in  Columbus. 

S.  H.  Foster,  general  manager  of  the 
War  Eagle  Fuel  Company,  spent 
Wednesday  last  in  Cincinnati. 

Frank  A.  Prendergast,  president  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Coal  Company,  is 
recuperating  at  French  Lick,  Ind. 

Roy  L.  Wildermuth,  of  the  Lorain 
Coal  &  Dock  Company,  Cleveland,  was 
in  Columbus  on  Saturday,  en  route  to 
Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

U.  S.  Morris,  a  former  Columbus  man, 
but  now  located  at  Charlotte,  N.  C., 
in  the  employ  of  the  Clinchfield  Coal 
Corporation,  was  in  the  city  this  week. 

E.  F.  McManigal,  land  agent  of  the 
New  York  Coal  Company,  went  to  Nel- 
sonville  on  Thursday,  last,  to  attend  the 
wedding  of  his  brother,  a  prominent 
young  physician  of  that  town,  who  was 
married  to  Miss  Edith  Cable. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Carding 
Coal  Company,  held  on  Saturday  last, 
John  T.  Carding  was  elected  president 
and  treasurer :  John  H.  Ross,  secre¬ 
tary,  and  E.  McNamee,  auditor.  The 
company  declared  its  usual  dividend. 

The  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Company,  of 
Cleveland,  controlled  by  the  Johnson  in¬ 
terests  of  this  city,  will  launch  one  of 
the  largest  fuel  boats  on  the  lakes  on 
May  2.  She  is  named  “The  Lorain”  and 
was  built  at  the  yards  of  the  American 
Ship  Building  Company  at  Lorain,  Ohio. 

The  Hamilton-Parker  Company,  a 
wholesale  and  retail  coal  concern  of  the 
north  side,  has  been  consolidated  with 
the  Ohio  Wood  Fibre  Plaster  Company. 
Both  corporations  have  heretofore  been 
practically  under  one  ownership  and  the 
change  is  purely  a  technical  one. 

John  Moore,  president  of  the  Elk 
Coal  Company,  has  sustained  the  loss, 
by  death,  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Moore,  which  occurred  in  Columbus  on 
Tuesday.  Percy  J.  Briggs,  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Briggs  &  Barrier,  and 
vice-president  of  the  Ohio  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  recently  suffered  a 
similar  bereavement. 

W.  H.  Thomas,  a  well  known  oper¬ 
ator  in  the  West  Virginia  field,  who  has 
made  Columbus  his  home  for  several 
years  past,  will  shortly  take  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Recently 
he  sold  his  residence  on  East  Broad 
street  to  A.  Felty,  a  local  broker,  who 
is  also  interested  in  coal  properties  in 
the  Coshocton  (Ohio)  district. 

James  Prendergast',  son  of  Frank  A. 
Prendergast,  president  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Coal  Company,  and  associated 


with  his  father  in  business,  was  married 
on  April  22,  to  Miss  Mignon  Poste,  of 
Columbus.  Their  future  residence  will 
be  at  Laferty,  Belmont  county,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Prendergast  is  in  charge  of 
mine  operations. 

A  number  of  Columbus  coal  men  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting  of  operators  of  the 
Hocking  district  at  Athens  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  A  joint  conference  was  held  with 
the  miners’  officials  in  regard  to  local 
conditions,  at  which  certain  features  of 
the  new  working  agreement  were  dis¬ 
cussed.  The  outcome  of  the  conference 
will  be  a  few  technical  changes  of  the 
rules  heretofore  in  force. 

J.  W.  Dawson,  general  manager  of  the 
Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company,  Ward, 
W.  Va.,  was  in  the  city  on  Thursday 
last',  on  his  way  home  from  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  where  he  spent  a  number 
of  weeks  at  a  sanitarium.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  as  having  entirely  re¬ 
covered  his  health,  a  statement  which 
was  backed  up  by  his  appearance.  Mr. 
Dawson  has  many  friends  in  Columbus, 
growing  out  of  his  former  railroad  asso¬ 
ciations  in  this  territory. 

Columbus  coal  men  are  preparing  to 
resume  activity  for  the  season  in  base¬ 
ball.  The  players  are  invited  to  report 
to  W.  J.  Hamilton,  of  the  Hamilton 
Coal  Company.  It  is  hoped  to  organize 
two  strong  nines.  Last  year’s  schedule 
was  interfered  with  by  a  series  of  un¬ 
fortunate  circumstances,  among  which 
was  an  injury  to  Mr.  Hamilton  during 
a  vacation  at  French  Lick,  which  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  use  crutches  for  some 
weeks,  and  the  nine,  of  which  he  was 
captain,  failed  to  reorganize. 

The  Dean  Coal  Company  held  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting  on  Monday,  at  which  the 
old  officers  were  re-elected,  as  follows: 
John  T.  Carding,  president;  S.  F.  L. 
Dean,  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager,  and  J.  C.  Richart,  secretary.  The 
company  has  enjoyed  a  very  prosperous 
year  and  previous  to  the  slump  in  busi¬ 
ness  last  fall  handled  an  immense  ton¬ 
nage,  which  permitted  of  it  declaring  a 
dividend  of  twenty-seven  per  cent.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year  its  capital  stock  was  in¬ 
creased  and  the  scope  of  its  activities 
considerably  widened. 


J.  H.  WICKHAM 

Accountant  and  Auditor 

CINCINNATI,  O. 

Books  Straightened  Out 

Royalty  Statements  Prepared 
Complete  and  Special  Audits 


Min*  31.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treaa. 

Detroit  Office :  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merldeth.  Vico-Pres. 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 

Our  Leaden— “Manhattan*' 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


German  Coal  and  Iron. 

The  Rhenish-Westphalian  coal  trust 
in  Germany  increased  its  output  in 
February  to  an  extraordinary  degree, 
maintaining  a  daily  average  from  the 
1st  to  the  25th  of  the  month  of  166,- 
408  tons  per  day,  as  against  149,525 
tons  per  day  in  the  preceding  month, 
an  increase  of  11  per  cent.  But  there 
was  a  decided  falling  off  in  the  de¬ 
mand,  and  the  syndicate  decided  on 
February  28  to  restrict  the  output  10 
per  cent  on  ordinary  coal  and  20  per 
cent  on  cooking  coal.  Prices,  how¬ 
ever,  have  been  retained.  The  syn¬ 
dicate  captured  an  order  from  the 
Amsterdam  Gas  Works  for  200,000 
tons,  which  has  gone  heretofore  to  a 
British  company. 

There  is  a  report  of  great  dullness 
in  the  German  iron  works.  The  ex¬ 
ports  in  January  show  a  decline  gen¬ 
erally  from  the  corresponding  month 
in  1907.  Pig  iron  showed  a  decline 
in  exports  from  35,000  tons  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1907,  to  24,000  tons  in  January, 
1908. 

Tt  has  been  formally  announced  in 
the  Rheinisch  -  Westfalische  Zeitung 
that  at  the  committee  meeting  of  the 
cast  iron  syndicate,  held  on  Febru¬ 
ary  22,  it  was  resolved  that  the  prices 
for  hematite  and  casting  pig  Nos.  1 
and  3  should  be  reduced  half  a  mark 
per  ton,  the  reduction  to  be  taken  into 
account  from  February  1.  Besides 
this  all  customers  of  the  syndicate  are 
accorded  an  export  bounty  of  2  marks 
50  pfennigs  per  ton  (mark  =  .238  cents 
=  100  pfennigs),  the  bounty  to  come 
into  force  from  March  1,  but  this 
bounty  will  only  be  granted  to  cus¬ 
tomers  who  take  their  entire  supply 
of  cast  iron  from  the  syndicate.  It 
■was  resolved  at  the  same  time  to  push 
on  negotiations  with  the  coal  syndi¬ 
cate,  to  obtain  from  it  also  the  ex- 
nnrt  bounty  it  used  formerly  to  con¬ 
cede  to  its  customers.  If  this  conces¬ 
sion  is  obtained,  German  exporters 
will  have  a  total  bounty  of  4  marks 
86  pfennigs  per  ton  to  aid  them 
against  international  competition. 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 

Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices  i 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


3.  A.  McManigal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennlsh.  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 
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irectory  of  Mine  Operators  and  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Adver- 
tlsements  appear  In  this 
Journal. 

_ 

CONNECTICUT. 

Tew  Haven —  page 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 

ILLINOIS. 

ihicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  83 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 86 

Moderewell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  5 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  9 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  216  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  5 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  •  36 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  44 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. ...  36 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  44 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  866  Dearborn 

St .  31 

Hedstrom,  E.  L.,  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  3 
Illinois  Collieries  Co..  Railway  Exchange  8 
Hesser,  J.  T.,  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  6 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  36 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg .  38 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 40 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  10 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St .  2 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  44 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  Coal  Co.,  215  Dear¬ 
born  St .  16 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co..  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  4 
Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  8 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  6 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongabela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke....  40 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  40 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  44 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 


Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  7 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St . .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St..  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St . 38 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St . 36 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St . 2 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St . 37 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  3 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co......  33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  84 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Johnson,  W.  R.,  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg.  34 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg . 36 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Majeatic  Bldg .  3 

Escanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA 
Duluth —  , 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  86 
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Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

L>„  L.  &  W.  R.  K.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  it  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  36 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  40 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. .  44 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg .  40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 


MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  44 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  44 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 

New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 38 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  36 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway  .  84 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place . .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 31 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  bldg . 36 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 31 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co . 44 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

143  Liberty  St .  44 

Piper,  W.  H.,  Sc  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  6 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  37 

Williams  &  Peters.  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York .  10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 


Syracuse — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 

Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co .  33 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg...  36 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  36 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg . 38 

Howard  Colliery  Co . 6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  40 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  36 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  4 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  4 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  40 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  36 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 
Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  28 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  39 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  28 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  S 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg..  36 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  86 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  27 


PAOZ 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

’■  1  tdelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  38 
Castner,  Curran  Sc  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  38 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  84 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal .  44 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  38 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

Whitney  Sc  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  2 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  6 

Flttston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  27 

Phillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mauch  Chuuk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Frovidence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  35 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 
Bldg .  82 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  Sc  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  st .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 33 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  bldg .  36 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  6 

Roanoke — 

.  Castner,  Curran  St  Bullitt .  26 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

1  octon — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 83 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co . 86 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  39 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  • 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  * 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  40 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg . 10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave . ••••••  * 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  40 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave.  40 


Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Superior — 

D.  L.  Sc  W.  R.  R.  Co .  I 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Washburn —  .  „ 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  1  hirteenth 

St .  7 

Philadelphia  It  Reading  C.  It  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  ” 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  ° 


CANADA. 

Montreal —  „  _ 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

TlNewltRiver  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  86 

London —  ENGLAND.  . 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane  . . . A"  86 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.. 

23  Lime  St . •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •/.";*  84 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
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When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

PACK 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Boilers — 

Kewanee  Boiler  Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill . 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 


Iowa  .  84 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  26 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 83 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[May  3 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  £iven 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed .  Cash 
or  stamfs  must  accompany  order. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 

yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

WANTED  —  Well  educated  lady 

stenographer  and  bookkeeper,  with 
experience  in  coal  office.  Address  Box 
83,  care  Black  Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond.  N 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 
Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE — 5,000  acres  of  coal 

land;  located  in  the  famous  Southern 
Illinois  field;  thoroughly  tested  and  of 
unsurpassed  quality  and  quantity, 
with  excellent  shipping  facilities.  Sur¬ 
rounded  with  up-to-date  mines.  A 
bargain.  Full  particulars  and  price 
upon  application.  W.  A.  Hamilton, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

or  office  correspondent  with  first-class 
manufacturers  of  mine  car  wheels. 
Thoroughly  familiar  with  business 
and  territory.  Desire  to  change  for 
position  with  chances  for  advancement 
and  where  faithful  services  are  appre¬ 
ciated.  Good  references.  Address 
“Salesman,”  care  The  Black  Diamond. 

A  PROMINENT  MINING  COAL 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  super¬ 
intendent  of  coal  mines.  Twelve  years’ 
experience  as  such.  Technical  educa¬ 
tion.  Successful  record.  Best  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  82,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

_  FOR  SALE — Cheap,  coal  rights 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  Box  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 


FOR  SALE — 450  acres  of  coal  land, 

of  first  quality  splint  coal,  on  the 
Kanawha  &  West  Va.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  vein 
opened;  analysis  shows  60  per  cent 
fixed  carbon.  Natural  gas  available. 
Abiel  Abbot,  53  South  St.,  New  York. 

WANTED — To  lease  or  buy  a  going 

coal  mine  in  West  Virginia  on  the 
Western  Maryland  Railroad;  also  one 
on  the  Allegheny  Valley  Buffalo  Di¬ 
vision  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  or 
will  take  the  agency  for  the  sale  of 
the  coal  for  eastern  market,  but  the 
quality  must  be  the  very  best.  Have 
a  large  and  very  valuable  trade.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  7790,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Large  acreage,  West¬ 
moreland  County  coal,  twenty  miles 
from  Pittsburgh.  Competitive  freights 
all  directions.  Drift  mines  opened  and 
shipping;  4j4-ft.  vein.  Volatile  36, 
sulphur  1  to  1.50,  phosphorus  .010. 
One-tenth  the  price  of  Pittsburgh  vein. 
Value  steadily  increasing.  Attractive 
as  investment,  operating  or  leasing 
proposition.  Reasonable  terms.  F.  B. 
Lott,  924  Stephen  Girard  building, 
Philadelphia. 


WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


TRUSTEE’S  SALE. 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
acres  coal  land,  near  Linton,  Ind. 
Capacity  1,500  tons  daily.  Fully 
equipped  and  operating.  Property  of 
the  Linton  Bituminous  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  bankrupt,  known  as  the  “Ham¬ 
ilton  Mine.”  Sale  May  7th,  1908, 
noon,  front  door  of  court  house, 
Sullivan,  Ind.  Address  inquiries  to 
German  American  Trust  Company, 
Trustee,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


SALESMAN  acquainted  with  trade 

in  northern  Illinois,  part  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin  wants  to  connect  with 
operator,  Franklin  county  or  Carter- 
ville  preferred.  Good  sales  record. 
Address  Box  78,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


WE  WANT — A  progressive  coal 

selling  agency  to  sell  our  long  and 
well  known  cannel  coal,  “the  best  that 
is  made.”  Exclusive  sale  to  the  right 
party.  If  you  have  a  cannel  trade,  or 
can  sell  much  of  it,  wholesale,  write 
us.  Address  Box  81,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Position  as  traveling 

salesman  with  reliable  company;  am 
thoroughly  familiar  with  trade  in 
Michigan,  northern  Indiana  and  Ohio; 
reference  furnished.  Address  Box  84, 
care  of  Black  Diamond. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  0. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhom  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated -in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  1 


WANTED — Wholesale  coal  sales¬ 
man.  Must  be  acquainted  with  Mich¬ 
igan  trade.  Reply  with  full  informa¬ 
tion.  Address  Box  80,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — 257  acres  fine  coal 

land  on  Western  Maryland  railroad 
containing  Kittanning  and  all  other 
coal  up  to  big  vein,  controlling  front¬ 
age  of  about  4,000  acres  of  Kittanning 
and  Freeport  coal.  Very  desirable. 
Output  300  tons  daily.  Capacity  400. 
Electric  plant  comprising  two  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  electric  haulage  motors 
and  two  mining  machines,  one  125 
h.  p.  Erie  engine  and  boiler,  one  62J4 
k.  w.  Milwaukee  generator.  Address 
Herald,  Piedmont,  W.  Va. 

PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL.  —  De- 

partment  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C.,  April 
27,  1908.  Sealed  proposals,  plainly 
marked  on  the  outside  of  the  sealed 
envelope:  “Proposals  for  coal,”  and 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washingtoijj  D.  C.,  will 
be  received  at  the  Indian  Office  until 
2  o’clock  p.  m.  of  Thursday,  May  28, 
1908,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
about  32,131  tons  of  coal  for  the  In¬ 
dian  Service  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1909.  Bids  must  be 
made  out  on  Government  blanks. 
Schedules  giving  the  quantities  want¬ 
ed,  form  of  proposal,  and  all  necessary 
instructions  will  be  furnished  upon  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Indian  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.;  to  the  Indian  ware¬ 
houses  at  New  York  City,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  San 
I'rancisco,  Cal.,  and  to  the  several  In¬ 
dian  agents  and  school  superintend¬ 
ents.  C.  F.  Larrabee,  Acting  Commis- 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


Smoke  Prevention 
and  fuel  Economy 

By  WILLI  AM  H.  BOOTH  and 
JOHN  B.  C.  KERSHAW 


Octavo,  194  Panes*  75 
Illustrations.  9  Price,  $2.50 


CONTENTS 

Preface.  Introduction.  The  Chemistry 
of  the  Combustion  Process.  Present 
Methods  of  Burning  Fuel  and  Their  De¬ 
fects.  Improved  Methods  of  Burning 
Fuel.  The  Examination  of  the  Waste 
Gases  and  the  Control  of  the  Combustion 
Process. 


Patent  Abstracts'— Introductory  Note. 
A,  Abstracts  of  English  Patents.  B,  Ab¬ 
stracts  of  German  Patents.  C,  Abstracts 
of  U.  S.  A.  Patents. 

Fuel  Analysis,  Losses  and  Costs  — Ta¬ 
ble  I,  Approximate  analysis,  calorific 
values,  prices  and  comparative  costs  of 
various  English  and  Welsh  coals.  Table 
II.  Heat  in  B.  Th.  Units,  carried  away  by 
waste  gases,  per  pound  of  fuel  burnt. 
Table  III,  Percentage  of  fuel  wasted  by 
heat-losses  in  exit  gases.  Table  IV, 
Money  value  of  heat  losses  in  exit-gases. 

Miscellaneous  Extracts  —  A,  Goutel’s 
formula  for  calculating  the  calorific  value 
of  fuels  from  the  results  of  the  approxi¬ 
mate  analysis.  B,  Extracts  from  Mr.  C. 
E.  Stromeyer’s  1902  Memorandum  to  the 
Manchester  Steam  Users’  Association.  C, 
Rules  for  sampling  fuels. 


- FOR  SALE  BY - 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 
Old  Colony  Building,  CHICAGO 


No.  18] 


THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 

for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


Buda  Jacks 

5<5  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
i  to  tons 

By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  <&,  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


D.  SINCLAIR.  G.n’l  Supt 


M.  BAXTER,  ]r„  President 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

O*  MARYLAND 
MINERS  A.ND  SHIPPERS  OK 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Room.  419  «.  420.  17  Battery  Pla.oe,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  (rom  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co  v  141  Broadway,  New  York 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS 
HENRY  H.  ASHLEY 


CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

GMKX  A.  MoILROT 


PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

S*lo  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  CO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  00., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 

Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway,  YORK 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  a.11  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Write  to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained.  4 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  lac. 
170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  in  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 
Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Officials. 

1 


Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance. 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 


Foreign,  $5.00 


RAILWAY  WORLD 


ESTABLISHED  1856. 


Philadelphia 

Witherspoon  Building 


New  York 

Central  Building 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


MINE  RAILS 

RAILS 

12  -  16-20  LB. 

NEW  RELAYING 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

M.  K.  FRANK 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

PITTSBURGH 

m  m  FOR  SALE.  CHOICE 

D  All  RE-LAYING 

■  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

*  ™  (and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb., 

16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  you  want  and  where  you 
want  them  delivered.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

FOR  SALE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  iu.  gauge,  1M  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  Ill. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy.  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co. ,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 

TO  ADVERTISERS 

READ  OUR 

WANT  COLUMN 

ON  PAGE  30 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 

RARE  BAKGAINSS 

Irv 

HAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

wr'2ELNICKER"s7:!’ 

in  St.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists? 

For  Sale 


Two  Steam  Mine 
Pumps,  in  good 
condition  —one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 


Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 


W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

STEEL 

RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 


Greene  self  dumpinc  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT.  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BiDC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


Coal  Chutes 

FOR  SALE 


Having  torn  down  the  Engine 
Chutes  at  our  Empire  Mines, 
we  offer  them  for  sale  at  low 
price.  Ten  in  all.  Good  con¬ 
dition.  Complete  for  installa¬ 
tion  at  any  time. 


Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

PEORIA.  ILL. 


Specify 

“The 
Detroit** 

Lubricator 

Over  900,000  in 
use. 

Catalog  Free. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Company, 

DBTROIT,  U.  S.  A. 


john  o.  dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


Index  to  Advertisers. 


Continued  from  page  29. 


PAGE 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Ottumwa, 

Iowa  .  35 

Stevens,  Ira  E.,  Chicago .  42 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Frogs. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 


PAG  F 

Pumps  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Balls. 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  45 
Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Si 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa . 45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  3S 


Hoisting  Towers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Jacks. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 

Locomotives. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Mornson  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge. 

Mass .  45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co .  32 

Larries  (Coke). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Lubricators. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Co.,  Detroit .  32 

Mining  Machines  (Electric). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mine  Car  XI  to  hinge. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis 

Mo.  . .  47 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  48 

Motors. 


Roofing — 

Barrett  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  45 


Scales. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . SC 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 35 

Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wiikes- 

barre,  Pa . <( 


Screens  ^  Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  31 
Holmes,  Robert,  &  Bro.,  Danville,  Ill....  46 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  35 
Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  34 
Soreens  (Yard). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

'  Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  III..  33 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 30 

Weigh  Baskets. 


Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Prospecting  Machinery. 

Cyclone  Drilling  Machinery  Co..  Orr- 

ville,  Ohio  . 43 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ 35 

Pulverizers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Pumps. 

Boyts,  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa...  41 

Cook,  A.  D.,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind .  43 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III _ 35 


Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  37 

Wheels. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  4  Mine  Csr  Co., 

Penn  Sta.,  Pa . 4fl 

Watt  Mining  Csr  Wheel  Co.,  Barnea- 

ville,  Ohio  .  45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  31 
Wire  Bops. 

Broderick  4  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St  Louis.  47 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  36 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 


barre.  Pa.  .  41 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co .  >1 
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^MHAT  2  j  c  a  ton  means  to  the 
retail  coal  dealer  in  a  year  is 
explained  in  a  special  booklet  on 

Link-Belt  Coal  Pocket  Equip¬ 
ments. 

Write  to 

LINK-BELT 

COMPANY 


600-ton  pocket  erected  for  O.  H.  Perry,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  Capacity  of 
machinery,  60  tons  per  hour. 


PHILADELPHIA 

NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 

SEATTLE 

440  New  York  Block 


CHICAGO 

PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 

DENVER 

Lindroth,  Shubart  &  Co. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  i  rust  Bldg. 

NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


An  Ad  in  our  WANT  COLUMN  l» 

A  GOOD  THING. 


That’s  what  those  who  have 
advertised  in  it  say. 


BUSINESS  AID 


gives  in  a  nutshell  business  world 
news  and  views,  points  or  methods,  things  different  editors  are 
saying,  new  ideas  from  business  conventions,  business  law  news  for 
store  and  office,  business  law  answers,  etc.  It’s  a  unique  Business 
Magazine  you  want.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  Address 
“Business  Aid,”  112  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


New  Points 


**  T  “ m  -  '  will  keep  you  posted  on  new 

points  being  laid  down  in  costly 
litigation  which  may  be  worth  a 
Magazine  good  deal  to  know.  It  covers 

112  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL,  accounts,  contracts,  agency,  part¬ 

nership,  patents,  sales,  etc.  Try  it  a  year  for  25c;  4  months  10c.  It’s  a 
helper,  trouble  saver. 


Cincinnati  THE  Ci  Cm  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


CHICAGO  ~ 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  CAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 

1228  Majestic  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


(( 
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R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Preparation 


From  the  model  mines  of  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Ualden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 


Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES: 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office.  No.  1  Broadway.  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY,  1,23 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DBS  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


STEEL  SCREEN  BARS.  ALL  SIZES  IN  STOCK 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co. 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment 

Let 

Us 

Submit 
Plans 
and 

Estimates 

Wheel  with  steel  cap 
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NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


"New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe." 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices  : - 

CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building.  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Fisher  Building. 

RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg.  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 

LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St.  TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


Chicago,  111. 

Designers  and  Builders  of 

Fast  Unloading  Towers,  with  or  without  cable 
railway.  Storing  and  Reclaiming  Bridges, 
Screening  and  Shipping  Pockets,  etc. 

Write  for  information  concerning  the  many  suc¬ 
cessful  plants  we  have  built. 

Mention  the  Black  Diamond. 


Fairbanks, 


Morse  C  o  • 


Ottumwa  Loaders  Known  World  Over 


An  Ottumwa  Steam  Loader. 

Over  300  Now  in  Use 


OTTUMWA  LOADERS 

CHEAPEN  PRODUCTION 
INCREASE  TONNAGE 
PREVENT  DELAYS 

Car  Puller  which  alone  is  worth  purchase  price  of  machine 
for  preventing  blockades  on 
loading  tracks. 


LET  US  TELL  YOU  HOW  YOU  CAN 
SAVE  MOKE  THAN  ENOUGH  IN  A 
VERY  SHORT  TIME  TO  PAY  FOR 
THE  MACHINE. 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 


Ma.in  Office  a.rvd  Factory 
OTTUMWA,  IOWA 


Branch  Offices 


CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Bldg„,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agt. 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  STANDARD 
(of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


POCAHONTAS 

TRADE  MARK  REOlSTERi 


Oir  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  tor 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

C.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fue!  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almoit  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  V, 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk.  Vs. 
Old  Colony  Building.  Chicago,  I1L 
50  Congress  street,  Boston.  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal 

Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  1 5th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 

Ncave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke.  V.. 

European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vlce-Pres.  and  Qen’I  Mgr. 
Richmond,  Va. 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

TRADE  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  * 

PINEY  FORK 

HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 


CO. 


CENERAL  OFFICES 

FISHER 
BUILDING 


CHICAGO 


Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  wV/Mt 

Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Creat  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaoe  and  Foundry  Use. 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR 

DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


M  c  P  A  D  PI  P  q  a  |  ETO  IUI  AM  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  Indifferent  salesmen  at 
^  ™  ^  ^  ”  r  M  D  Lb  OALCOIn  AN  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BEACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice -Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vlce-Prest.  and  Gen'l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  1856) 

-  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gtauine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  50 Church  st.,NewYork 


LONG  OISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1982 

PECTOh  t>8kO 

WARD  a  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDB-WATEB  BALES  AGENTS 

DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWASSA  COAL 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 

Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  PA  A  I 
Bituminous  \svPxa.Ls 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 

Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The -Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 

Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOW  A 


BUILDERS  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 
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If  you  have 
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advertise  the  fact  in  The  Black  Diamond. 
Let  the  retail  coal  dealers  and  users  of 
steam  coal  know  vou  are  on  earth,  up-to- 
snuff  and  desirous  of  doing  more  busi¬ 
ness.  Blow  your  own  horn— if  you  don’t 
it  won’t  be  blown. 

Your  life  will  be  a  failure  if  you  put  of 
until  tomorrow  that  which  should  be 
done  to-day.  Write  to-day  for  adver¬ 
tising  rates. 
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New  Labor  Questions  are  Arising. 


Miners  Agree  to  Terms  of  Interstate  Agreement  and  Favor  Illinois  Program,  But  Other  Matters  Threa¬ 
ten  a  Mine  Suspension  in  Indiana.  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania— Southwestern 

Operators  Agree  on  Ticklish  Points. 


Although  the  labor  situation  seemed  to  have 
cleared  up  a  week  ago  and,  although,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  it  is  much  nearer  an  ultimate  settlement 
than  ever  before,  many  complications  exist 
still.  The  states  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  western 
Pennsylvania,  seemed  to  have  all  of  their  dif¬ 
ferences  settled  a  week  or  two  ago  when  the 
two-year  contract  was  submitted  to  the  min¬ 
ers’  organization  on  a  referendum  vote.  Espe¬ 
cially  the  situation  seemed  to  be  clear  when 
the  miners  decided,  by  a  very  satisfactory 
majority,  in  favor  of  accepting  the  long-time 
contract.  Instead  of  that  ending  the  difficulty 
it  seems  only  to  have  started,  it  because  the 
local  matters  referred  to  districts  have  devel¬ 
oped  disputes  in  all  three  states  that  are  not 
yet  settled  and  may  not  be  for  another  two 
weeks. 

On  the  other  hand,  Illinois,  which  negotiated 
alone,  seemed  for  a  time  to  be  worse  off  than 
the  other  states,  but  now  it  has  thrashed  out 
all  differences  and  is  coming  down  to  a  work¬ 
ing  basis  with  its  miners. 

The  conclusion  to  which  one  arrives  is  that 
the  document  which  President  Lewis  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  put  through  the  Toledo 
conference,  although  satisfactory  to  him,  was 
an  emasculated  and  insipid  contract  absolutely 
unimportant  in  its  intent.  Now  that  the  docu¬ 
ment  has  been  signed,  and  is  no  more  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  controversy,  it  is  realized  that  putting 
it  into  effect  was  nothing  more  than  a  senti¬ 
mental  matter  which  cost  both  time  and  ex¬ 
pense  without  conferring  any  decided  benefit. 
The  Illinois  miners  and  operators  jointly  are 
of  the  opinion  that  their  individual  action  was 
the  most  satisfactory  after  all. 


The  Agreement  In  Illinois. 

Unless  something  unexpectedly  happens  on 
Saturday,  the  miners  and  operators  of  Illinois 
•will  sign  an  agreement  on  that  date,  and  the 
mines  will  be  ready  to  resume  operations  early 
next  week.  It  may  possibly  take  a  little  longer 
than  Saturday,  although  it  is  hardly  expected 
to  require  that  much  time  now. 

On  Monday,  May  4,  the  miners  began  bal¬ 
loting  on  the  questions  referred  to  a  referen¬ 
dum.  The  ballots  have  been  sent  to  the  state 
headquarters  at  Springfield,  and  the  count  was 
started  on  them  on  Friday.  The  tabulations 
will  possibly  not  be  completed  until  some  time 
Saturday.  Although  no  Official  returns  as  yet 
are  possible,  the  reports,  coming  from  the  min¬ 
ing  districts,  indicate  that  the  proposed  agree¬ 
ment  has  carried  by  a  fairly  substantial  major¬ 
ity.  Sentiment  in  regard  to  it  differs  in  many 
districts  and  a  number  of  complications  enter. 

The  reports  from  the  Third  Vein  districts 
show  that  the  miners  favor  the  new  scale  and 
conditions  by  a  vote  of  practically  3,400  to  450. 
In  one  part  of  northern  Illinois,  however,  and 
especially  where  the  coal  is  machine  mined  and 
shot  firers  are  not  employed,  the  machine  men 
do  not  want  to  impose  any  burdens  upon  the 
pick  miners  which  they  would  not  be  willing 
to  bear  and  so  these  miners  voted  against  the 
shot  firers’  proposition  in  order  to  be  on  the 
safe  side.  This  one  peculiarity  seems  to  be 
persistent  throughout  the  state,  those  who  are 
not  interested  in  the  shot  firers’  question  voting 
against  it. 

In  the  Springfield  and  Peoria  territories  it 
is  unofficially  reported  that  the  miners  voted 
down,  by  a  scant  majority,  the  proposed  con¬ 
tract,  being  decidedly  opposed  to  the  assumption 
of  the  shot  firers’  expense.  Reports  coming 


from  the  southern  part  of  the  state  show  that 
they  almost  unanimously  were  in  favor  of  the 
agreement,  the  miners  desiring  to  get  to  work 
as  soon  as  possible.  All  told,  the  proposed  con¬ 
tract  is  said  to  have  carried,  although  the 
majority  in  favor  of  it  is  not  as  large  as  some 
had  hoped  it  would  be. 

The  operators  were  lead  to  believe  that  the 
miners  having  been  idle  for  a  month  would  be 
keen  for  active  employment  and  would  be 
disposed,  in  consequence,  to  favor  any  rea¬ 
sonable  terms  which  would  put  them  back  to  work. 
The  miners,  however,  seem  to  disregard  in¬ 
dustrial  conditions,  seem  to  be  rather  ob¬ 
stinate  in  some  of  their  demands  and  seem  dis¬ 
posed  to  make  this  scale  a  definite  issue  be¬ 
tween  employer  and  the  employed.  Moreover, 
having  had  a  taste  of  leisure  they  are  not,  ap¬ 
parently,  willing  to  return  to  work.  At  least 
the  desire  to  work  is  not  as  nearly  unanimous 
as  some  had  supposed  and  hoped  for.  How¬ 
ever,  the  majority  rules  among  the  miners  and 
the  probabilities  are  the  ballot  will  decide 
definitely  for  peace  or  continued  strife.  Those 
who  have  been  watching  the  vote  believe  the 
result  is  going  to  be  for  peace  and  that  this 
will  be  definitely  determined  on  Saturday. 

In  the  meantime  the  operators  have  not 
taken  a  vote  on  the  matters  referred  to  them. 
It  is  recalled  that  they  won  the  main  conten¬ 
tion  in  the  Springfield  conference  namely  that 
the  miners  should  reassume  the  shot  firers’ 
expense.  They  were  forced  to  give  way  in 
part  to  the  miners  in  the  matter  of  the  open 
shop,  and  some  of  them  are  avowedly  and 
openly  opposed  to  making  any  further  con¬ 
cessions  on  that  score. 

The  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  is 
assembling  in  a  meeting  at  Springfield  as  The 
Black  Diamond  goes  to  press  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon.  They  will  take  a  vote  on  either  accept¬ 
ing  or  rejecting  the  matter  sent  to  them  on 
the  referendum  vote,  and  on  Saturday  a  joint 
meeting  of  mine  workers  and  operators  will 
be  held  at  Springfield.  If  both  sides  vote,  as 
it  now  appears  possible,  in  favor  of  the  pro 
posed  contracts  the  proper  documents  will  be 
signed  Saturday  afternoon  or  evening,  and  the 
same  will  go  into  effect  at  once,  the  mines  be¬ 
ing  opened  by  the  first  of  next  week. 

There  is  some  considerable  demand  for  Illi¬ 
nois  coal  right  now,  and  hence  all  of  the  mines 
will  have  reasonably  good  business  with  which 
to  start  out  the  first  of  next  week.  This  fact 
is  an  impelling  influence  to  both  the  miners 
and  operators,  and  may  be  the  one  thing  that 
will  crystallize  sentiment  into  action  at  the 
Saturday  meeting. 


Interstate  Vote. 

The  miners  of  the  central  competitive  field, 
embracing  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  western 
Pennsylvania  have  voted  on  the  contract  sub 
mitted  to  them  on  a  referendum  vote  by  the 
Toledo  conference.  Although  the  Illino  -> 
miners  were  not  represented  to  any  consider¬ 
able  extent  at  Toledo,  and  although  the  Illinois 
operators  absolutely  refused  to  participate  in 
the  Toledo  conference,  the  Illinois  miners,  as 
a  whole,  had  a  vote  on  whether  the  contracts 
should  be  entered  into  governing  conditions 
in  Indiana,  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania. 
Since  they  voted  in  favor  of  the  contract  the 
result  makes  very  little  difference.  Moreover, 
all  members  of  the  U.  M.  W.  A.  voted,  most 
of  course  not  being  even  remotely  interested  in 


the  issue.  Such  things  establish  a  bad  prece¬ 
dent,  because  the  miners  not  interested  could 
have  confused  the  whole  Toledo  conference,  and 
thwarted  the  wish  of  those  vitally  concerned. 

The  count  of  the  ballots  has  just  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  announced  by  W.  D.  Ryan,  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America,  from  headquarters  at  Indianapolis. 
The  vote  shows  77,747  in  favor  of  a  two-year 
contract  and  of  only  7,772  against  it,  or  ap¬ 
proximately  on  the  basis  of  10  in  favor  to  1 
against.  Taking  a  vote  by  individual  states 
Ohio  recorded  27,043  in  favor  of  the  scale, 
while  321  votes  only  were  cast  against  it.  This 
was  on  the  basis  of  90  for  and  1  against.  Illi¬ 
nois  voted  10,584  in  favor  of  the  scale  and 
1,076  against  it,  or  on  the  basis  of  about  10  to  1. 
The  vote  from  Pennsylvania  showed  13,167  in 
favor  and  548  against,  or  on  the  basis  of  26  to 
1.  In  the  bituminous  district  of  Indiana,  6,- 
116  votes  were  in  favor  of  the  agreement,  to 
442  against  it.  This  is  on  the  basis  of  about 
15  to  1.  In  the  Indiana  block  district,  934 
votes  were  in  favor  and  21  opposed  to  the 
agreement,  or  on  the  basis  of  about  46  to  1. 
The  miners  having  taken  this  vote,  it  now  re¬ 
mains  for  them  in  state  or  district  conventions 
to  ratify  the  result.  After  that  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  sign  the  contract,  but  both  of  these  are 
mere  matters  of  formality. 

Eastern  Difficulties. 

Although  the  interstate  agreement  as  reached 
at  Toledo  is  practically  in  operation  and  al¬ 
though  the  mines  have  been  running  for  two 
weeks,  an  endeavor  to  come  to  terms  on  the 
part  of  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  shows 
that  all  of  the  labor  difficulty  in  the  three 
states  making  up  the  interstate  conference  have 
not  been  removed  by  any  means.  The  trouble 
now  comes  from  the  No.  8  district  in  Ohio, 
which  is  likely  to  spread  to  the  other  territories 
in  that  immediate  field.  The  operators  in  the 
No.  8  field  object  strenuously  to  the  charge 
of  two  cents  a  ton  for  dead  work,  and  put  two 
propositions  up  to  the  mine  workers.  One 
of  them  is  that  they  shall  abandon  this  charge 
in  the  future  and  the  other  is  that  in  case  the 
charge  is  made  against  the  operators  in  the  No. 
8  field,  the  miners  shall  also  assess  it  against 
the  operators  of  the  Pittsburgh  district.  In 
other  words,  the  No.  8  operators  want  to  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  their  competitors 
immediately  across  the  Ohio  river.  This  rather 
vital  proposition  has  been  put  up  to  the  mine 
workers,  and  a  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Wheel¬ 
ing,  W.  Va.,  on  May  12,  at  which  the  whole 
matter  will  be  discussed. 

This  naturally  lops  over  into  the  Hocking 
Valley  territory  and  possibly  influences  con¬ 
ditions  there.  The  operators  in  that  field,  find¬ 
ing  themselves  in  no  position  to  fight  with  an 
united  front,  have  reached  the  conclusion  it 
is  necessary  to  form  an  organization  with 
which  to  combat  the  growing  demands  of  the 
mine  workers.  This  organization  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  Columhus  within  the  week,  and  is 
headed  by  Florace  L.  Chapman  as  president. 
The  new  organization  has  already  held  the 
pieliminary  meeting  with  the  miners  and  makes 
a  strong  demand  that  the  mine  workers  shall 
consent  to  a  fine  of  $1  per  day  for  each  miner 
for  engaging  in  any  unauthorized  strike.  The 
officials  of  the  mine  workers  quite  frequently 
rule  against  the  miners  in  the  matter  of  these 
strikes,  but  this  does  not  recompense  the  op¬ 
erators  and  the  latter  are  trying  to  safeguard 
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their  interests  through  fining  the  miner  for 
the  violation  of  any  contract  agreement. 


Southwestern  Situation. 

The  advices  coming  from  Kansas  City  are 
that  the  mine  workers  and  mine  operators, 
who  are  discussing  a  prospective  agreement 
for  the  southwestern  competitive  field,  have, 
so  far,  united  in  favor  of  four  out  of  twenty- 
nine  questions  in  dispute.  Inasmuch  as  the  big 
questions  were  taken  up  first  and  principally 
since  the  other  twenty-five  questions,  to  be 
discussed,  are  of  comparatively  minor  impor¬ 
tance,  it  seems  entirely  likely  that  the  two 
sides  will  be  able  to  get  together  in  a  short 
while. 

The  first  and  most  bothersome  question  was 
the  submission  of  disputed  matters  to  a  board 
of  arbitrators.  Both  sides  were  willing  to 
submit  to  arbitration,  but  disagreed  as  to  the 
method.  The  first  plan  proposed  was  to  have 
the  arbitrators  appointed  by  the  United  States 
district  judges.  This  was  objected  to  by  the 
miners  as  likely  to  take  the  whole  question 
into  politics.  The  operators  then  proposed  that 
the  arbitrators  should  be  selected  by  the  rule 
of  thumbs,  an  even  number  being  chosen  by 
both  sides,  and  the  deciding  vote  being  cast 
by  the  person  chosen  with  the  unanimous  con¬ 
sent  of  the  arbitrators.  This  was  the  plan 
which  was  ultimately  adopted.  The  next  ques¬ 
tions  taken  up  was  the  hire  of  physicians  in 
cases  of  injury.  This  was  a  disputed  point, 
but  was  settled  without  much  controversy. 

On  the  matter  of  the  use  of  powder  the  dis¬ 
pute  was  prolonged  and,  in  fact,  the  last 
rumblings  of  it  have  not  been  heard  yet.  The 
operators  contend  that  the  miners  have  been 
using  explosives  which  are  too  strong  for  the 
work  to  be  done.  This  results  in  a  decrease  in 
the  production  of  lump  coal  and  an  increase  in 
production  of  the  finer  coals.  Operating  ex¬ 
penses,  in  consequence,  are  increased  and  the 
revenue  from  coal  is  decreased  because  the 
miners  have  been  allowed  too  great  discretion 
in  selecting  the  powder.  The  mine  operators 
are  likely  to  win  ultimately  on  this  question, 
especially  since  they  are  going  to  put  in  men 
who  will  teach  the  miners  in  that  territory  how 
to  use  powder  to  get  the  best  results  without 
overcharging  the  shot. 

At  one  time  it  seemed  as  if  the  operators 
and  miners  would  not  get  together  at  all  and 
in  that  event  the  state  of  Missouri  was  plan¬ 
ning  to  act.  It  seems  that  Missouri  has  a 
law  which  can  compel  labor  and  capital,  when 
deadlocked,  to  submit  its  questions  to  the  state 
arbitration  board.  The  agents  of  Governor 
Folk  have  been  watching  proceedings  at  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  where  the  convention  is  being  held, 
and  in  case  they  arrive  at  a  deadlock  it  has 
been  the  intention  of  the  governor,  and  still  is, 
to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  force  the  sub¬ 
mission  of  disputes  to  the  board  of  arbitra¬ 
tion.  Of  course,  this  can  refer  only  to  things 
strictly  within  the  state  of  Missouri. 

One  of  the  developments  of  this  southwest¬ 
ern  conference,  which  proved  of  national  im¬ 
portance,  was  the  interview  given  a  short  time 
ago  by  President  Tom  L.  Lewis.  He  declared 
unequivocally  against  arbitration  in  any  form, 
adhering  to  the  idea  that  all  matters  at  issue 
ought  to  be  fought  out.  Mr.  Lewis  said  that 
arbitration  is  now  a  fad  not  only  in  localities, 
but  over  the  nation  and  all  over  the  world, 
and  that  it  was  time  to  lay  aside  the  fad  ideas 
and  adhere  strictly  to  common  sense  ideas  of 
human  action.  He  declared  that  no  big  dis¬ 
puted  question  had  even  been  permanently  set¬ 
tled  by  arbitration  and  doubted  if  it  ever 
would  be.  This  interview  started  those  who 
favored  arbitration  to  barking  all  over  the  na¬ 
tion  and  apparently  Mr.  Lewis  lost  in  popular 
favor.  However,  his  idea  seems  to  be  reason¬ 
ably  popular  with  the  coal  mine  operators  just 
the  same. 


The  Colorado  Situation. 

The  Colorado  situation  is  not  much  nearer  solu¬ 
tion  today  than  it  has  been  for  a  month.  The 
miners  and  operators  in  the  lignite  fields  have 
been  in  session  over  thirty  days.  They  have 
been  going  through  the  preamble  and  some 
minor  parts  of  the  proposed  agreement  and,  the 
middle  of  this  week,  had  just  reached  the  ques¬ 


tion  of  the  scale.  It  is  anticipated  that  they 
will  hang  there .  indefinitely  because  the  two 
sides  to  the  controversy  are  so  diametrically 
opposed  to  each  other.  The  miners,  it  will  be 
remembered,  have  demanded  an  increase  of 
twenty  per  cent  and  the  operators  have  been 
demanding  a  reduction  of  twenty  per  cent. 


New  Demurrage  Ruling. 


Not  a  little  confusion  has  been  introduced  into 
the  coal  trade  this  week  by  a  decision  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  in  the  matter 
of  demurrage  charges  on  privately  owned  tank 
cars.  The  whole  commission  now  decides  that 
where  the  car  is  privately  owned  and  standing 
on  a  privately  owned  track  no  demurrage  ac¬ 
crues  when  the  equipment  is  used  exclusively  in 
transporting  the  product  of  the  company  which 
owns  it. 

This  apparently  conflicts  with  a  decision  of 
Commissioner  Prouty  of  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  reported  in  the  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  of  November  2,  page  27.  In  the  former 
case  the  Cudahy  Packing  Company  complained 
that  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad  col¬ 
lected  demurrage  on  cars  which  the  Cudahy 
Company  owned  and  that,  at  the  time  the  demur¬ 
rage  was  collected,  the  cars  were  standing  for 
more  than  forty-eight  hours  on  the  side  track 
built  exclusively  for  the  Cudahy  Company  by 
the  Northwestern  railroad  at  Deadwood,  S.  D. 
Commissioner  Prouty  decided,  at  that  time,  that 
the  ownership  of  the  car  was  not  really  in  ques¬ 
tion,  but  the  trackage  of  the  railroad  company, 
even  though  donated  to  the  consignee,  was  being 
blockaded  by  the  presence  of  the  car,  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  railroad  company  had  a  right  to 
assess  demurrage. 

The  whole  commission  now  takes  a  diametri¬ 
cally  opposite  position.  It  has  reached  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  private  cars  owned  by  shippers  and 
hired  to  carriers  upon  a  milage  basis  are  subject 
to  demurrage  when  such  cars  stand  upon  the 
tracks  of  the  carrier,  either  at  point  of  origin 
or  destination  of  shipment,  but  are  not  so  sub¬ 
ject  when  upon  either  the  private  track  of  the 
owner  of  the  car  or  the  private  track  of  the  con¬ 
signee.  The  carrier  must  charge  demurrage  in 
all  cases  where  such  demurrage  is  imposed  by 
tariff  provisions  upon  its  equipment,  except  when 
a  privately  owned  car  is  upon  a  privately 
owned  siding  or  track,  and  the  carrier  is  paying, 
or  is  responsible  for,  no  rental  or  other  charge 
upon  such  cars ;  and  a  privately  owned  car,  in 
the  sense  in  which  that  expression  is  here  used, 
is  a  car  owmed  and  used  by  an  individual,  firm, 
or  corporation  for  the  transportation  of  the  com¬ 
modities  which  they  produce  or  in  which  they 
deal. 

The  point  of  interest  in  this  decision  for  the 
coal  man  is  that  the  whole  commission  in  de¬ 
ciding  upon  a  question  of  this  character  takes 
into  consideration  the  private  rights  of  parties 
who  have  invested  money  in  equipment  for  their 
own  particular  benefit.  When  the  decision  of 
Commissioner  Prouty  was  made  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  had  no  object  lesson  in 
what  would  be  the  result  if  the  cars  had  nothing 
to  haul  and  could  not  move.  The  present  decision 
takes  cognizance  of  the  fact  that  times  do  arise 
when  private  owned  cars  have  no  burden  to 
carry,  and  consequently  must  stand  on  sidings 
somewhere  and  if,  in  a  prolonged  period  of  quiet 
business,  they  were  compelled  to  pay  demurrage 
to  a  railroad  or  even  a  car  service  charge  to  a 
railroad  the  latter  would  soon  own  the  property 
which  was  lawfully  that  of  the  shipping  com¬ 
pany  which  had  provided  its  own  facilities. 


So  urgent  has  been  the  demand  for  coal  the 
past  few  weeks  that  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navi¬ 
gation  Company,  is  said  to  have  taken  con¬ 
siderable  coal  from  their  stock  piles  at  Hauto. 
All  coal  reloaded  at  this  point  is  put  through 
the  screens,  so  that  it  really  undergoes  two 
courses  of  preparation  before  it  reaches  the 
buyer.  The  Navigation  Company’s  modern 
new  storage  plant,  which  is  being  built  at 
Hauto  by  the  Dodge  Coal  Storage  Company 
of  Philadelphia,  and  which  will  store  300,000 
tons,  will  be  ready  for  use  in  about  three 
weeks. 


New  Bond  Issue. 


The  Union  Pacific  Makes  a  Move  Which 
Will  Give  An  Impetus  to 
Business. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad,  held  in  Salt  Lake  City 
on  Tuesday,  the  action  of  the  directors  in  deciding 
to  authorize  the  issue  of  $100,000,000  of  new 
bonds  was  voted  upon  and  ratified. 

This  action  is  important  to  the  coal  trade  for 
two  reasons.  It  shows  that  a  new  method  of 
financing  is  being  adopted  by  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies.  By  far  the  most  important,  it  shows 
that  the  big  transportation  companies  are  provid¬ 
ing  themselves  with  sufficient  money  to  carry  on 
development  work.  This  means  that  the  wheels 
of  progress  will  be  started  again  in  lively  shape. 

As  purely  a  financial  matter,  the  coal  trade 
which,  in  keeping  with  other  industries,  is  al¬ 
ways  struggling  with  the  best  ways  of  handling 
finances,  views  this  new  method  as  illuminating. 
It  formerly  was  necessary  for  the  larger  com¬ 
panies  to  raise  their  money  in  comparatively 
small  blocks.  This  required  frequent  changes 
in  the  organization  plans  and  built  up  an  intri¬ 
cate  system  of  underlying  capital  issues  con¬ 
stantly  being  retired  and  replaced  by  parts  of 
new  capital  issues  held  in  the  treasury  for  that 
purpose.  The  statement  of  the  capital  accounts 
of  some  of  the  larger  companies  was  conse¬ 
quently  confusing  because  it  showed  the  total 
capitalization  as  being  larger  than  it  really  was 
since  there  was  a  much  larger  amount  of  stocks 
and  bonds  authorized  than  were  actually  issued. 

In  trying  to  avoid  any  such  tangle  as  this  in 
future  the  Union  Pacific  has  decided  to  cover  in 
one  issue  of  $100,000,000  the  needs  for  a  number 
of  years.  Although  the  directors  now  have 
authorized  an  increase  in  the  bonded  indebted¬ 
ness  of  $100,000,000,  only  $25,000,000  will  be  used 
right  away  and  possibly  only  another  $25,000,- 
000  will  be  used  in  the  next  few  years  to  take 
care  of  immediate  improvements.  The  company 
is  sure  to  need  a  good  deal  of  money  before  very 
long  and  the  directors  will  have  authorized  an 
issue  of  an  additional  $50,000,000  which  can  be 
put  out  under  carefully  guarded  provisions.  Thus 
in  one  mortgage  the  Union  Pacific  will  be  able 
to  take  care  of  its  needs  for  possibly  five  or  eight 
years  more. 

However,  the  principal  interest  centers  in  the 
fact  that  the  railroad  company  will  spend,  now, 
$25,000,000  for  improvement  of  its  property.  This 
means  that  the  railroad  is  going  to  employ  men, 
will  buy  steel  and  other  track  supplies,  is  going  to 
be  in  the  market  for  engines  and  cars,  and  in 
fact  is  going  to  put  its  property  in  shape  to  handle 
a  large  increase  in  business  in  the  not  distant 
future.  This  will  have  a  reflex  effect  upon  gen¬ 
eral  business  and  will  start  factories  going  at 
such  a  clip  that  they  will  have  to  buy  more  coal. 
Moreover,  it  will  put  the  railroad  in  a  position 
where  it  will  have  to  have  more  coal  for  its 
operations  and  this  will  naturally  increase  the  de¬ 
mand  for  fuel  in  several  parts  of  the  country. 

The  coal  trade  also  gets  another  very  decided 
benefit  from  such  a  plan  as  this,  because  it  will 
be  assured  that  in  the  future  the  Union  Pacific 
will  be  in  very  much  better  condition  than  now  to 
handle  the  coal  traffic  offered  it  for  transporta¬ 
tion.  All  told,  the  development  of  this  financial 
move  on  the  part  of  the  Union  Pacific  is  one  of 
the  most  significant  things  of  the  week  and  also 
one  of  the  most  beneficial  to  the  general  coal  in¬ 
terests. 


The  task  of  opening  the  new  mine  of  the 
Berwind-White  Coal  Company  at  Windber,  Pa., 
has  been  completed,  and  the  new  mine  is  now 
ready  to  be  placed  in  full  operation.  The  mine 
will  be  known  as  Mine  No.  42,  and  it  will  be 
the  twelfth  that  is  operated  in  that  section  of 
the  state  by  the  company.  About  200  men  will 
be  placed  at  work  this  week,  and  this  number 
will  be  doubled  as  soon  as  sufficient  headway 
has  been  made  to  open  chambers  and  headings 
off  the  main  entry.  The  capacity  will  be  about 
2,000  tons  a  day  when  the  mine  can  be  worked 
to  its  capacity. 
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Policy  M  akers  for  the  Coal  Industry. 

First  Article. 


Jackson  K.  Dering,  One  of  the  Organizers  of  the  Dering  Coal  Company,  Eelieves  in  Consolidations  Because  They  Help 
to  Avoid  the  Employment  of  Wasteful  Economies — Bookkeeping  Methods  Are  Not  Exact,  Hence  Many  Producing 
Concerns  Are  Wasting  Their  Capital  Without  Knowing  it. 


The  coal  world  has  big  questions  bearing  down 
upon  it.  The  production  of  coal  is  today  a  com¬ 
mercial  matter,  not  at  all  associated  with  phil¬ 
anthropy  or  very  intimately  with  public  policy 
The  future  of  the  coal  mining  is,  however,  a 
matter  of  vast  public  interest  and  not  solely  a 
question  of  dollars  and  cents  in  cost  of  production 
and  in  protit. 

The  big  questions  all  have  or  should  have  not 
only  the  accumulation  of  profits,  but  the  preserv¬ 
ing  for  future  generations  this  valuable  product 
and  hence  with  economies  in  operation, 
with  improved  methods  of  distribution, 
with  satisfactory  results  in  making  sales. 

These  drag  in  after  them  equally  big,  but 
for  the  present  purpose,  subordinate 
questions. 

The  men  who  arc  to  meet  these  prob¬ 
lems  will  have  to  be  big  men,  or  if  not 
so  naturally,  will  be  broadened  out  by 
the  problem  which  they  encounter.  More 
to  the  point,  the  solution  must  be  found 
by  the  big  company,  the  concern  wield¬ 
ing  tremendous  power  and  taking  its 
daily  toll  of  the  life  energy  of  those  who 
wrestle  with  the  questions  and  seek  their 
solution. 

One  of  the  big  companies  that  has 
been  struggling  with  big  problems  iq  the 
central  west  field  is  the  Dering  Coal 
Company.  It  was  not  born  in  haste  and 
nurtured  in  a  haphazard  fashion,  but 
has  been  guided  through  the  period  of 
its  life  by  two  men,  one  of  whom  gave 
his  name  to  the  organization. 

Jackson  K.  Dering  tried,  as  most  pro¬ 
motors  do,  to  interest  the  east  first, 
when  he  wanted  to  consolidate  the  coal 
mines  of  Indiana  and  Illinois.  He  ran 
against  the  fact  that  New  York  is 
provincial  and  skeptical  about  things 
west  of  the  Alleghenies.  Had  he  been 
presenting  anthracite  coal,  they  would 
have  listened,  appreciating  its  worth. 

They  fought  shy  of  western  bituminous 
coal,  because  forsooth  it  did  not  get  into 
their  market.  When  the  control  of  the 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad 
changed  hands  Mr.  Dering  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  R.  R.  Hammond,  sent  here 
by  Mr.  Yoakum  as  general  manager. 

Mr.  Hammond  had  the  financial  backing, 

Mr.  Dering  had  the  plan,  the  options  on 
coal  land,  and  the  experience  as  a  coal 
man.  They  formed  a  combination  and  a 
close  personal  partnership.  In  the  shift 
of  big  things  Mr.  Dering  has  taken  pos¬ 
session  of  the  operating  end,  the  sales 
of  coal — in  fact  of  the  organization.  Mr. 
Hammond  has  busied  himself  with  policies 
and  plans.  Mr.  Dcring  works  for  economies. 
Mr.  Hammond  plans  the  expansion.  In  any  ex¬ 
tension  there  must  he  a  groundwork  of  economy, 
hence  the  figures  of  Mr.  Dering  become  the  skele¬ 
ton  of  the  operations  of  Mr.  Hammond.  How 
handsomely  the  work  of  each  fits  into  that  of  the 
other ! 

The  offices  of  the  company  are  located  in  the 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago— the  eighth  floor. 
There  is  a  big  corner  room,  overlooking  Dear¬ 
born  and  Van  Buren  streets.  There  is  a  green 
carpet,  green  burlap  on  the  wall,  a  few  pictures 
of  coal  mines  hung  around  and  a  few  chairs,  but 
not  many.  On  one  side  a  roll  top  desk  backs  up 
against  the  wall  and  in  front  is  a  flat  top  work 
table.  Between  the  two  Mr.  Dering  sits  when 
you  go  in  to  see  him.  There  is  a  chair  opposite 
for  you  to  occupy,  but  you  are  not  given  the 
impression  that  you  can  loaf  there  indefinitely. 
The  office  suggests  business — that  kind  of  busi¬ 
ness  which  moves  with  a  snap  and  gets  results 
with  each  crack  of  the  whip.  It  is  the  personality 


of  Dering  that  gives  part  of  the  atmosphere,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  aggressive  attitude  of  the  company. 

“I  stand  for  consolidations  of  coal  mines,"  he 
says,  in  response  to  a  direct  question.  ‘‘More¬ 
over,  I  know  why.  Today  I  went  to  sell  a  man 
coal  on  a  year  contract.  He  told  me  that  he  could 
contract  for  coal  at  ten  cents  a  ton  below  my 
figure.  The  operator  who  made  the  price  had  one 
mine  only  and  this  buyer  wanted  me  to  meet  his 
figure.  I  told  him  I  would  on  the  same  basis  of 
protection  given  by  the  owner  of  the  one  mine — 


Jackson  K.  Dering. 

that  he  could  have  one  mine  for  his  supply  and 
not  hold  me  responsible  in  case  it  was  flooded, 
had  a  fire,  or  was  shut  down  by  disaster  or  from 
any  of  many  causes.  Moreover,  I  was  not  to  be 
obliged  to  furnish  him  from  any  other  mine  in 
that  or  any  other  field." 

He  had  been  leaning  back  in  his  desk  chair. 
His  face  is  young  looking  and  beardless.  His 
abundance  of  dark  brown  hair  was  inclined  to 
tumble  about  his  forehead.  It'  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  and  he  had  been  hard  at  it  since  early 
in  the  morning  and  the  lines  of  fatigue  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  appear  under  his  eyes.  Elis  long  arms 
were  hanging  by  his  side,  a  token  of  his  weari¬ 
ness.  He  came  forward  on  his  chair  with  a  snap, 
a  long  slender  hand  was  raised  and  the  fingers 
pointed  directly,  almost  accusingly  at  the  inter¬ 
viewer  : 

“That  is  the  sort  of  competition  that  is  ruining 
the  coal  business — the  selling  of  coal  by  men 
who  don’t  figure  the  cost  sharply,  who  don’t  know 
what  it  is  costing  them  to  produce  and  hence 
can’t  see  anything  in  the  game  but  keeping  their 


operations  going  and  digging  out  the  coal — 
digging  out  the  coal.  One  would  think  their  life 
depended  upon  getting  out  their  valuable  prod¬ 
uct — just  getting  it  above  ground  and  then  let¬ 
ting  it  take  care  of  itself.” 

“Mr.  Traer  says,  aptly,  that  steam  coal  today 
is  so  cheap  the  product  is  contemptible,"  was 
put  in  by  the  interviewer. 

“And  Mr.  Traer  tells  the  truth,”  came  back 
like  a  flash.  “Nobody  is  crying  for  coal  at  a 
price  which  will  not  permit  the  operator  to  make 
a  living  and  a  proper  return  on  his  in¬ 
vestment — and  remember  that  because 
coal  land  here  in  the  west  has  been  mov¬ 
ing  at  ridiculously  low  figures,  the  public 
is  not  alive  to  its  value.  The  people  will 
wake  up  one  of  these  days.  But  how 
are  you  going  to  remedy  matters?  You 
suggest  a  combination  and  they  immedi¬ 
ately  begin  to  talk  about  a  coal  trust.  I 
would  not  like  to  try  a  big  consolida¬ 
tion  of  mines,  now — one  that  would  be 
really  comprehensive — because  the  people 
are  not  ready  to  see  the  necessity  for  it. 
But  I'll  tell  you  this.  I  would  not  be 
afraid  to  wager  that  a  man  who  knew 
the  facts  and  who  could  present  the  truth 
as  it  really  is,  could  go  down  to  Wash¬ 
ington  and  convince  the  President  that  a 
big  mine  consolidation  and  even  a  good 
stiff  advance  in  prices  would  not  only 
be  not  antagonistic  to  the  public  good, 
but  actually  in  its  favor.” 

There  was  animation  in  every  fibre 
now.  The  suggestions  of  fatigue  had 
disappeared  and  the  man  was  animate 
with  the  subject  in  hand.  It  was  famil¬ 
iar  ground  to  him.  He  had  evidently 
been  over  it  often  in  his  own  mind  and 
was  giving  it  expression,  not  perhaps,  for 
the  first  time. 

Wasteful  Economies. 

“A  mine  consolidation  will  stop  a  lot 
of  this  nonsense.  It  will  avoid  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  useless  economies — no,  I  mean 
wasteful  economies.” 

1  his  was  an  entirely  new  idea.  The 
possibility  that  wasteful  economies  were 
actually  the  outcome  of  some  of  our 
recent  business  methods  had  not  oc¬ 
curred  to  the  interviewer,  any  more  per¬ 
haps  than  it  has  occurred  to  the  average 
man  in  the  coal  business.  Wasteful 
economies !  That  almost  jarred  on  the 
ear,  yet  in  two  minutes  it  was  as  clear 
as  crystal : 

"I  mean  just  what  I  say.  When  we 
are  selling  coal  at  the  bare  cost  of  production, 
making  no  allowance  for  profits,  there  must  be  a 
'waste  and  this  is  how  it  comes  in.  We  don’t  take 
out  of  the  ground  all  the  coal  that  we  should 
take.  We  leave  pillars  that  are  too  large,  because 
we  can’t  afford  to  timber  sufficiently.  We  often 
leave  two  or  three  feet  of  top  coal,  because  seven 
feet  is  all  we  can  take  and  mine  our  coal  to  com¬ 
pete — there  is  one  county  in  Illinois  that  leaves 


two 

or  three 

feet 

of  top  coal.  It 

might 

cost 

US 

ten 

cents  a 

ton 

more  to  get 

that 

coal, 

if 

we 

went  aft 

er  it. 

There  is  not 

a  margin 

of 

ten 

cents  a 

ton 

which  would 

permit 

US 

to 

go  to  this  extra  expense  and  so  we  leave  the 
coal  in  the  ground  and  go  away  and  forget  it. 
What  will  our  successors  fifty  years  hence  think 
of  us?  Won’t  they  wonder  why  we  did  not  have 
sense  enough  to  advance  our  prices  a  few  cents 
and  save  this  fearful  waste?  We  leave  in  the 
ground  up  to  fifty  per  cent  of  this  coal  and  all  be¬ 
cause  we  have  not  the  margin  of  profit  to  permit 
taking  it  out.  That  is  what  T  call  wasteful  econ¬ 
omy.  We  are  leaving  too  much  of  the  coal  in  the 
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ground — entirely  too  much  of  it,  for  our  own 
good  and  for  the  good  of  the  future  generations. 
You  see  now  what  1  mean  by  saying  that  we  en¬ 
gage  in  wasteful  economies.” 

The  bold  statement  had  been  clarified.  The 
coal  mining  business  began  to  stand  out  in  a 
different  light.  Mr.  Dering  has  an  argumentative 
ability  which  makes  his  subject  stand  out  boldly, 
at  least.  “It  occurs  to  me  that  some  of  the  min¬ 
ing  companies,  who  are  forcing  these  conditions 
upon  the  trade,  need  a  bookkeeper,”  put  in  the 
interviewer. 

“I  should  say  they  do,”  said  Mr.  Dering.  “You 
would  imagine  from  the  way  some  of  them  do 
business  that  some  one  had  given  them  a  first 
class  coal  acreage,  fully  equipped  with  machinery 
and  all  that  without  a  cent  of  expense  to  them. 
Moreover,  vou  would  think  that  this  acreage  was 
going  to  be  duplicated  when  the  present  one  was 
exhausted.  As  for  the  machinery,  they  seem  to 
believe  it  is  never  going  to  wear  out  or  if  it 
does  that  some  one  is  going  to  replace  it.  They 
do  not  charge  off  to  operating  expense  or  to  any 
other  account  a  cent  for  the  depreciation  of  their 
coal  land,  a  cent  for  the  depreciation  of  their 
machinery  or  a  cent  for  the  wear  and  tear  on 
their  live  stock.  Perhaps  they  have  a  source 
from  which  mine  mules  can  be  obtained  free.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  it.  Maybe  they  are  given 
mine  machinery,  but  we  have  to  pay  money  for 
it.” 

His  long  fingers  gripped  the  table  firmly  and  he 
spoke  with  the  utmost  earnestness  throughout. 

No  Reserve  Capital. 

“What  would  happen  to  one  of  these  companies 
that  have  no  reserve  capital  if  one  such  disaster 
as  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  or  West  Virginia, 
should  happen  to  them?  Where  would  the  money 
come  from  with  which  to  pay  the  damage  claims, 
the  cost  of  restoring  the  mine  and  the  money 
for  a  new  supply  of  machinery?  What  would 
happen  to  them  if  they  were  flooded?  What 
would  become  of  them  if  the  vein  should  give 
out  ? 

“They  are  digging  up  the  capital — the  only 
capital  they  have — and  are  disposing  of  it.  They 
are  giving  away  the  assets  back  of  their  capital 
issues  and  are  depreciating  the  value  of  their 
securities  by  that  much.  They  will  have  nothing 
in  the  end  to  show  for  the  fact  that  they  have 
been  in  business,  except  that  their  money  will 
have  gone  through  their  fingers. 

“The  only  way  to  get  rid  of  these  conditions 
is  to  get  rid  of  these  companies  which  are 
toying  with  a  big  business  that  ought  to  be 
handled  in  a  businesslike  way.  We  tried  one 
consolidation.  That  helped  some,  but  it  did  not 
solve  the  whole  problem.  Other  consolidations 
undoubtedly  are  necessary.  If  we  could  get  four 
or  five  companies  in  Illinois,  proportionately  the 
same  number  in  Indiana  and  then  get  the  other 
fields  properly  organized,  we  could  handle  the 
question  in  the  way  that  it  should  be.  But  just 
now — well,  we  arc  in  a  process  of  evolution.  It 
is  not  a  profitable  period  but  we  will  get  the 
thing  worked  out  after  a  while. 

“What  better  investment  is  there  than  coal 
acreage?  You  don’t  have  to  open  a  mine  upon 
it.  Your  property  is  fully  protected  and  will  make 
money  for  you  faster,  in  the  natural  advance  that 
is  bound  to  come,  than  any  other  one  thing.  You 
have  only  to  look  into  the  history  of  Pennsylvania 
coal  land  to  appreciate  what  increases  you  may 
expect.  People  buy  timber  and  a  fire  comes — 
what  is  left?  Buy  coal  acreage  and  tell  me  what 
will  destroy  it — absolutely  nothing!  No  fire,  no 
tornado,  no  earthquake  can  harm  it.  It  will  wait 
five,  ten,  one  hundred  years  until  you  arc  ready 
to  dig  your  coal. 

“Buy  500  acres  of  coal  land  for  that  four-year- 
old  boy  of  yours  and  when  he  is  twenty-one  he 
will  have  a  property  that  is  worth  more  than  he 
ought  to  have  at  that  age.  Find  any  other  invest¬ 
ment  that  will  do  as  well!  No  interest,  you  say? 
No,  not  one  paid  in  hand  semi-annually,  but 
cumulative  at  the  rate  of  100  per  cent,  every 
five  to  eight  years. 

“You  and  I  will  live  to  see  the  much  despised 
coal  business  taking  its  place  alongside  the  steel 
industry.  Was  not  the  steel  business  in  a  like 
situation  before  the  United  States  Steel  Cor¬ 
poration  was  formed?” 


Sharp  Is  Commissioner. 

The  announcement  comes  this  week  that  John 
P.  Reese  has  resigned  his  position  as  commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association, 
effective  May  1st,  and  that  Joseph  Sharp  of  Brazil, 
Iowa,  has  been  selected  as  his  successor. 

Mr.  Reese  had  been  for  a  long  time  the  main¬ 
stay  of  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association  and 
had  piloted  the  organization  through  a  number 
of  delicate  positions.  His  skill  as  a  handler  of 
labor  has  become  almost  proverbial  throughout 
the  west  and,  of  course,  it  was  with  genuine  re¬ 
gret  that  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators  learned  that 
he  had  decided  to  desert  their  ranks.  However, 
Mr.  Reese  has  decided  to  enter  business  for  him¬ 
self  and  the  coal  operators  could  not  stand  in 
the  way  of  his  personal  advancement.  They  re¬ 
luctantly  consented  to  accept  his  resignation  and, 
upon  his  advice,  selected  Mr.  Sharp  as  his  suc¬ 
cessor.  The  latter  is  comparatively  a  young  man, 
being  a  little  over  thirty-three  years  of  age,  but 
he  has  had  enough  experience  so  that  he  is  old 
in  the  point  of  service. 

Mr.  Sharp  was  born  at  Lovedale,  Allegheny 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  January  16,  1875.  At 
the  age  of  nine  years  his  parents  moved  with  him 
to  Iowa  and  two  years  later,  when  at  the  tender 
age  of  eleven  years,  he  entered  the  mines  at 
Coalville,  Iowa.  This  put  an  end  to  his  studies 
in  school  which  had  been  intermittent  from  the 
time  he  was  six  years  until  he  was  eleven.  After 


Joseph  Sharp. 


the  latter  age  he  worked  in  the  mines  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Iowa  until  he  was  given  an  official 
position  by  the  miners.  It  was  in  the  early 
nineties  that  he  became  affiliated  with  the  Iowa 
Miners’  Association,  which  was  organized  about 
that  time  and  which  flourished  for  a  brief  period 
in  parts  of  Iowa.  He  became  so  active  in  the 
interest  of  this  organization  that  he  filled  all  of 
the  local  offices  in  his  union.  When  the  United 
Mine  Workers’  Association  was  organized  it  ab¬ 
sorbed  the  Iowa  Miners’  Association,  this  develop¬ 
ment  taking  place  in  1894.  Mr.  Sharp  had  been 
so  active  in  the  subsidiary  concern  and  later  in 
the  interest  of  the  parent  organization  that  in 
1899  he  was  elected  vice-president  for  district  No. 
13  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years. 

In  1905  he  was  elected  by  the  Iowa  miners  to 
the  international  executive  board  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  and  held  this  position 
for  three  years  or  until  the  1st  of  March  of  the 
present  year.  During  that  time  he  represented  the 
International  Mine  Workers’  Union  in  western 
Pennsylvania,  in  British  Columbia,  in  Alberta, 
Canada,  in  Colorado  and  in  New  Mexico.  He 
has  had  a  very  broad  experience  with  the  mine 
workers  consequently  and  in  the  course  of  his 
active  career  he  has  become  familiar  with  many 
of  the  workings  of  the  miners’  organizations.  In 
consequence  he  ought  to  be  able  to  harmonize  the 


differences  between  the  mine  workers  and  opera¬ 
tors,  now  that  he  has  entered  the  employ  di¬ 
rectly  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Sharp  is  a  family  man, 
having  married  Miss  Arbella  Gilmore  Campbell 
in  1893.  His  home  in  recent  years  has  been  at 
Brazil,  Iowa,  but  in  future  he  will  make  his  home 
at  Albia,  which  is  now  the  headquarters  of  the 
Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association. 


New  York’s  Coal  Bill. 


The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  of  coal 
used  by  the  various  departments  of  the  city  of 
New  York  for  1907,  and  the  amounts  paid  for 
the  same : 


Average 
Cost  Per 


Department. 

Tons 

Total  Cost 

Ton 

Appellate  division,  1st  district. 

400 

$  1,500.00 

$3.75 

Armory  board . 

3,600 

19,983.75 

5.55 

Bellevue  and  allied  hospitals.  . 

16,350 

59,450.26 

3.63 

Board  of  water  supply . 

814 

3,964.00 

4.87 

Bureaus — • 

Pres.  Borough  of  Manhattan 

12,154 

57,068.41 

4.65 

Pres.  Borough  of  Brooklvn. 

10,197 

55,174.63 

5.41 

Pres.  Borough  of  Bronx.  . .  . 

1.007 

6,152.60 

6.10 

Pres.  Borough  of  Oueens... 

2.806 

18,151.57 

6.47 

Pres.  Borough  of  Richmond. 

1,598 

7,863.08 

4.92 

College  of  the  City  of  N.  Y.  . 

9,600 

52,800.00 

5.50 

Department  of  bridges . 

2,890 

14,285.59 

4.94 

Department  of  correction . 

18,400 

87,462.00 

4.79 

Department  of  Public  Charities 

Anthracite  coal . 

26,240 

95,550.00 

3.64 

Bituminous  coal . 

12,880 

40,860.00 

3.18 

Department  of  Docks  and  Ferries — 

Municipal  ferries . 

87,852 

294,760.00 

3.35J4 

Yards  . 

6,529 

34,753.00 

5.32 

Department  of  education . 

110,600 

604,025.32 

5.46 

Department  of  health . 

14,570 

50,970.00 

3.50 

Department  of  Parks — 

Manhattan  and  Richmond... 

3,110 

15,798.81 

5.08 

Rrooklyn  and  Queens . 

4,875 

29,913.75 

6.13 

Bronx  . 

529 

3,251.50 

6.14 

Department  of  street  cleaning. 

2,396 

11,744.55 

4.90 

Department  of  Water  Supply,  Gas  &  Electricity — 


Anthracite  and  bituminous. 

.134,976 

595,143.78 

4.41 

Fire  department — 

Anthracite  coal . 

.  17,231 

104,953.76 

6.09 

Cannel  coal . 

707 

8,866.25 

12.55 

Police  Department — 

Anthracite  coal . 

.  8,166 

45,876.77 

5.61 

Cannel  coal . 

65 

835.00 

12.84 

Normal  College . 

510 

3,009.00 

5.90 

Total  tonnage  for  all  departments.  , 

.  511,052 

Total  cost . 

. $2,309,667.38 

Average  cost  per  ton. . . . 

4.52 

In  1906,  New  York  City  used  443,950  tons  of 
coal,  at  a  cost  of  $1,894,565. 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company  for  the  three  months  ended 
March  31,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  for  the  preceding  year  has  been  issued 
by  J.  B.  L.  Hornberger,  comptroller. 

In  the  statement  of  tonnage  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
membered  that  a  year  ago  the  business  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  country  were  never  more  prosper¬ 
ous  than  then  and  never  took  more  coal.  This 
year  they  were  running  on  a  reduced  basis, 
some  of  the  factories  being  closed  down  alto¬ 
gether  and  others  operating  only  on  a  basis 
of  25  percent  of  normal.  Last  year  the  rail¬ 
roads  were  shipping  coal  to  the  lake  routes  in 
March.  This  year  the  lake  boats  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  starting  out  with  the  opening  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  consequently  no  coal  moved  to  the 
south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  These  changes  in 
conditions  made  for  a  decrease  of  946,406  tons 
shipped  from  the  Pittsburgh  and  the  Hocking 
districts  for  the  quarter  and,  of  course,  had  a 
big  influence  upon  the  earnings  of  the  prop¬ 
erty.  However  the  better  prices  and  the  eco¬ 
nomical  methods  used  in  operation  had  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  decrease  in  net  earnings. 
Instead  of  being  proportionate  to  the  decrease 
in  the  tonnage  it  was  only  $452,718.63.  The 
statement  of  tonnage  and  earnings  compares 
as  follows:  tonnage. 


3  Months  to  March  31, 


Coal — 

1908 

1907 

Pittsburgh  district . 

. 2,704,873 

3,637,163 

Ilocking  district  (Ohio) . 

.  205,599 

219,715 

Total  . 

. 2,910,472 

3,856,878 

Coke — • 

Pittsburgh  district . 

.  2,648 

113,796 

EARNINGS. 

Gross  earnings . $515,992.48  $1,025,429.54 

Less — 

Allowance  for  depletion  of  coal 

lands  . 120,244.04  159,899.05 

Allowance  for  depreciation  of 

plant  and  equipment .  257,837.27  255,236.52 

Accrued  interest  on  first  mort¬ 
gage  bonds .  263,300.00  282,964.17 

Net  loss . $125,388.83 


Net  earnings .  $327,329.80 
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Events  of  the  Week  in  the  Chicago  Coal  Trade. 


H.  W.  Sims  of  the  Duncan  Fuel  Company, 
of  Green  Bay,  was  one  of  the  visitors  in  the 
city  this  week. 

E.  C.  Pratt,  who  guides  the  destiny  of  the 
Zeigler  Coal  Company  in  the  Twin  Cities, 
was  in  Chicago  this  week. 

C.  W.  Gilmore  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Company,  Fisher  building,  was  a  visitor 
in  St.  Louis  within  the  week. 

Dearborn  street  has  been  looking  toward 
the  south  side  ball  park  this  week  with  great 
expectations,  but  without  any  realization,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  rain  and  cold  weather. 

George  W.  Reed  of  the  Lincoln-Springfield 
Coal  Company,  Old  Colony  building,  has  been 
on  a  southern  trip  while  the  mines  were  closed 
and  will  return  to  the  city  on  Monday. 

E.  F.  Bardin,  acting  western  manager  for  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
Old  Colony  building,  has  been  on  a  trip  this 
week  into  the  northwest,  returning  on  Thurs¬ 
day. 

St.  Louis  coal  men  have  challenged  the  Chi¬ 
cago  coal  men  and  as  a  result  an  interesting 
game  of  baseball  will  be  played  some  time  in 
June.  Chicago  cannot  hope  to  accomplish  much 
outside  of  keeping  the  score  down,  as  it  is  re¬ 
ported  Joe  Turley  and  F.  D.  Barth  will  appear 
in  the  lineup  of  the  St.  Louis  team. 

Life  must  seem  to  be  one  long,  sweet  dream 
to  Joseph  Leiter.  With  an  Illinois  mine  work¬ 
ing  to  its  utmost  capacity,  practically  the  only 
one  in  the  state  and  with  the  satisfaction  of 
having  won  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
Washington  belles  for  his  bride  he  must  look 
at  this  old  world  with  optimistic  eyes. 

J.  D.  Barth,  resident  manager  at  St.  Louis 
for  the  Barth-Rose  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
and  the  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining 
Company,  was  in  Chicago  for  a  few  days  this 
week.  He  reports  the  demand  for  Indiana  and 
Kentucky  coals  exceptionally  good  in  the 
Mound  City  owing  to  the  suspension  in  Illi¬ 
nois. 

We  have  it  on  good  authority  that  Frank  B. 
Newell  spent  Sunday  in  Oak  Park  several 
weeks  ago.  He  didn’t  remain  long  in  our 
midst,  and  the  last  report  on  his  whereabouts 
indicated  he  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  New 
York  City.  We  know  of  several  creditors 
who  would  have  enjoyed  a  short  interview  with 
the  elusive  Frank. 

Notice  was  received  in  Chicago  on  Saturday 
announcing  the  death  at  Maple  Park  of  Frank 
Keefe.  He  was  connected  with  the  firm  of  C. 
Keefe  &  Co.,  doing  a  grain  elevator  and  coal 
business  at  that  place.  He  had  become  a 
familiar  figure  in  Chicago  in  coal  circles  be¬ 
cause  he  bought  all  of  the  coal  for  that  con¬ 
cern.  Death  was  the  result  of  liver  complaint. 

“Ton  of  Coal  FREE.  To  introduce  our  ab¬ 
solutely  Twentieth  Century  methods  of  selling 
coal  direct  from  the  mine  to  the  man  who 
burns  it,  we  will  give  every  reader  of  the 
American  Co-Operative  Journal  an  opportunity 
of  getting  one  ton  absolutely  free.”  The  fore¬ 
going  is  an  extract  from  a  recent  “ad”  of  W. 
S.  Harmon.  Who  ever  thought  of  putting 
“W.  S.”  in  the  philanthropists’  class  along  with 
Rockefeller  and  Carnegie? 

The  management  of  the  Illinois  Central  has 
let  contracts  for  the  coming  fiscal  year  for  the 
purchase  of  about  2,5Q0,000  tons  of  coal  for 
company  use.  The  contracts  are  said  to  have 
been  let  to  the  lowest  bidders  and  to  have 
been  distributed  about  as  follows:  To  the 
mines  in  Kentucky,  about  1,000,000  tons;  to  the 
Alabama  mines,  about  700,000  tons,  and  to  the 
Illinois  mines  and  those  owned  by  the  railroad 
company,  the  balance  of  about  800,000  tons. 

R.  L.  Pottinger,  vice-president  of  the  Illinois 
&  Eastern  Coal  Company,  is  buying  the  cigars 
this  week  and  going  around  telling  his  friends 
he  is  thoroughly  in  accord  with  President 
Roosevelts’  stand  on  the  question  of  race  sui¬ 


cide.  Our  west  side  reporter,  seeking  a  rea¬ 
son  for  Mr.  Pottinger’s  activity,  discovered  that 
there  is  a  new  girl  at  his  house,  and  that  the 
fond  parents  think  she  is  so  dear  they  were 
tempted  to  nickname  her  “screenings.”  It  will 
take  a  coal  man  short  of  screenings  to  ap¬ 
preciate  this  joke,  and  he  probably  would 
think  it  far  from  a  joking  subject. 

One  big  Chicago  coal  dealer  announced  to 
the  trade  this  week  that  he  would  not  buy 
any  more  smokeless  mine-run  for  more  than 
75  cents  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  until  further 
notice.  His  reason  for  taking  this  stand,  as 
given,  is  that  he  has  been  offered  a  good-grade 
of  mine-run  New  River  coal  at  that  figure. 
Since  he  is  known  as  both  a  careful  and  a 
shrewd  buyer  a  good  many  of  the  handlers  of 
smokeless  coal  are  wondering  just  what  sort 
of  a  situation  is  going  to  develop.  It  has  been 
known  for  some  time  that  lump  and  egg  smoke¬ 
less  coal  has  been  moving  to  Chicago  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  as  mine-run,  this  selling  at  the  full 
circular  price  of  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  This 
week  even  the  circular  price  on  mine-run  was 
broken  when  lump  and  egg  shipments  were  to 
be  made  and  it  is  reliably  reported  that  some 
of  that  coal  moved  at  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

Chicago  concerns,  which  are  interested  in 
the  movement  of  coal  by  the  lakes,  report  that 
they  have  never  known  a  season  when  the  ar¬ 
rivals  of  coal  were  as  late  as  they  are  this 
year.  Even  on  occasions  when  the  lake  labor 
unions  have  been  on  a  strike  some  boats  have 
been  moved,  operated  by  nonunion  men.  The 
reason  for  that  was  that  on  all  former  occa¬ 
sions  there  had  been  downbound  cargoes  to 
attract  the  vessels.  This  year  no  downbound 
cargoes  are  in  sight  as  yet  and  consequently 
the  big  boats  are  not  moving.  A  few  small 
cargoes,  all  of  them  under  three  thousand  tons, 
have  been  received  at  Lake  Michigan  ports  so 
far  this  year,  but  as  far  as  is  known  only 
three  boats  have  started  up  the  lakes  with  large 
cargoes,  all  being  consigned  to  Lake  Superior 
points.  These  big  boats  would  hot  be  out  of 
harbor  now,  but  for  the  fact  that  they  had 
taken  on  cargoes  of  grain  during  the  winter 
and  had  to  move  them  with  the  opening  of 
navigation  to  the  lower  lake  points.  These 
boats  took  return  cargoes  of  coal,  but  will  lay 
up  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  since  the  ore  is 
not  ready  to  move  and  since  there  is  no  grain 
that  can  not  be  carried  by  the  line  boats. 

On  last  Saturday  night  Roy  Makemson  of 
Richards,  Ambler  &  Co.,  married  Miss  Flor¬ 
ence  Hines  of  Clarendon  Hills.  The  happy 
couple  has  taken  a  flat  in  Sheridan  Park.  Mr. 
Makemson  for  two  or  three  years  has  been 
making  himself  decidedly  popular  on  Dearborn 
street  among  Chicago’s  coal  men.  He  was 
graduated  from  another  line  of  business  into 
the  coal  trade  about  four  years  ago  taking  a 
position  with  C.  K.  Pittman.  When  the  latter 
retired  from  business  the  firm  of  Richards, 
Ambler  &  Co.,  was  able  to  avail  itself  of  Mr. 
Makemson’s  services,  and  for  two  years  he 
has  been  connected  with  its  coke  department, 
engaging  almost  exclusively  in  the  sale  of 
furnace  and  foundry  coke.  It  has  been  largely 
due  to  his  efforts  and  his  close  study  of  the 
market  that  this  concern  has  been  enjoying  the 
very  satisfactory  business  in  that  line  of  coke 
even  through  the  period  when  the  demand  was 
very  light,  namely  since  October  of  last  year. 
Mr.  Makemson,  during  the  trying  times  of  this 
winter,  has  made  a  record  for  himself  as  a 
salesman  and  now  his  friends  in  the  coal  trade 
have  a  double  reason  to  congratulate  him, 
first,  on  account  of  the  event  of  last  Saturday 
night,  and  second,  on  account  of  his  success 
in  the  last  five  months.  Mr.  Makemson  begins 
life  in  double  harness  with  the  best  wishes  of 
the  entire  coal  trade  of  Chicago. 

The  question  of  smoke  ordinance  violation  and 
its  penalties  is  being  urged  stronger  among  the 
coal  men  today  than  ever.  At  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Paul 
P.  Bird,  Smoke  Inspector  for  the  City,  will  be 
present,  and  several  men  familiar  with  the 


subject  will  possibly  take  an  opposite  view 
from  that  of  Mr.  Bird.  The  City  Club 
now  has  the  matter  of  smoke  prevention  under 
discussion,  and  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’ 
Association  has  appointed  a  committee  which 
is  studying  the  problem.  All  told,  the  smoke 
question  is  one  of  the  dominant  issues 
of  the  hour.  This  makes  important  a  little 
pamphlet  printed  this  week  by  John  Sall- 
mon,  which  c'ontains  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Illinois  delivered  December  17  last 
year.  The  Heyworth  Building  had  been  fined 
$300  for  permitting  its  chimney  to  emit  smoke, 
refused  to  pay  the  fine  and  the  city  sued  to 
recover.  The  defendant  in  the  city  suit  became 
the  plaintiff  in  error  in  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  and  the  case  is 
summed  up  as  follows:  “This  was  a  proceed¬ 
ing  by  the  City  of  Chicago  to  collect  a  penalty 
for  failure  to  observe  section  2213  of  the 
Municipal  Code  of  Chicago,  which  reads  in 
part,  ‘Any  person  in  charge  or  control  of  any 
building  or  premises  who  shall  cause  or  per¬ 
mit  the  emission  of  dense  smoke  within  the 
city  from  the  smokestack  or  chimney  of  any 
building  or  premises  so  owned,  controlled  or 
in  charge  of  him,  except  for  a  period  of  six 
minutes  in  any  one  hour  during  which  the 
firebox  is  being  cleaned  out  or  a  new  fire  being 
built  therein,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  this  ordinance  and  upon  convic¬ 
tion  thereof  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  $10 
nor  more  than  $100  for  each  offense ;  and  each 
day  of  such  emission  of  dense  smoke  shall 
constitute  a  separate  offense.”  The  charge  was 
that  this  section  had  been  violated  on  three 
separate  days  by  plaintiff  in  error,  and  the 
jury  found  the  charge  proven  and  assessed  the 
highest  damages  for  each  offense,  or  $300. 

“Plaintiff  in  error  offered,  on  the  trial,  evi¬ 
dence  tending  to  show  that  the  plant  used  for 
heating  the  building  was  of  the  most  approved 
type  and  that  the  owner  had  done  all  that 
human  skill  could  devise  to  prevent  smoke 
from  escaping  from  the  stack,  and  contends 
that  such  testimony  should  have  been  admitted 
for  what  it  was  worth,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  recovery,  but  in  mitigation  of  the 
penalty.  The  contention  of  defendant  in  error 
on  this  point  is  summarized  by  the  following 
statement  in  its  brief :  ‘Smoke  ordinances  are 
proper  and  reasonable  for  the  enforcement  of 
public  health.  In  such  cases  it  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  defendant  to  come  into  court  and  say, 
‘I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  keep  my  chimneys 
from  emitting  dense  smoke,’  he  must  show  that 
his  chimneys  do  not  emit  dense  smoke.’ 

“It  appears  quite  plainly  from  this  record  that 
no  method  has  been  found  by  which  in  the 
large  buildings  in  a  great  city,  it  is  practicable 
to  install  a  plant  that  some  time  during  each 
day  will  not  emit  gases  and  dense  smoke.  We 
held  in  Morton  v.  Princeton,  18  Ill.  383,  where 
a  town  ordinance  made  it  a  penal  offense  to 
ride  or  drive  a  horse  furiously  along  a  public 
street,  the  motive  of  the  person  so  driving 
was  proper  for  the  consideration  of  the  jury, 
where  discretion  is  allowed  in  fixing  the  pun¬ 
ishment.  Such  evidence  may  be  admitted  in 
mitigation  of  a  discretionary  fine  or  penalty. 
(Greenleaf  on  Evidence,  Lewis’  ed.  sec.  187; 
People  v.  Cochran,  2  Johns.  Cas.  73.)  The 
reasoning  of  the  opinion  in  Becker  v.  People, 
156  Ill.  301  tends  to  support  this  rule.  The 
evidence  offered  by  plaintiff  in  error  to  show 
circumstances  under  which  the  alleged  viola 
tion  complained  of  was  committed,  and  as  to 
whether  the  plaintiff  in  error  had  done  all  that 
could  be  practically  done  in  installing  a  high 
grade  plant,  should  have  been  admitted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  jury  to  guide  them  in  fix¬ 
ing  the  penalty  assessed. 

“In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  case  must  be 
reversed  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  discuss  the 
questions  raised  in  the  briefs  which  have  not 
been  heretofore  considered. 

“For  the  error  indicated  in  not  admitting 
proper  evidence  offered  by  plaintiff  in  error,  the 
judgment  will  be  reversed  and  the  cause  remand¬ 
ed  to  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Chicago 
for  further  proceedings  in  conformity  to  law.” 
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American  business  men  have  learned  enough  by  now 
Signs  of  An  to  refuse  to  consider  politics  as  the  all-important  factor 
.  ,  .  in  business.  They  know,  or  should  know,  that  when 

Wa  money  can  he  made  the  individual  will  make  it  re¬ 

gardless  of  who  is  in  the  White  House  or  wants  to  go  there.  The  more  the 
business  man  understands  this  basic  proposition,  the  more  the  influence  of 
politics  recedes.  With  the  decadence  of  the  influence  of  our  fiscal  policy  on 
business  activity,  impulses  essentially  commercial  are  given  freer  scope. 

Although  politicians  are  now  selecting  a  president,  business  men  refuse 
to  be  disturbed  in  their  plans  for  future  business  growth  and  plans  are 
being  made  for  elaborate  extensions  of  trade  relations.  Many  big  rail¬ 
roads,  conspicuous  among  them  the  Pennsylvania  and  the  Union  Pacific,  are 
putting  out  new  capital  issues,  one  line  alone  authorizing  an  issue  of  $100,- 
000,000  of  bonds.  Accompanying  these  are  specific  announcements  of  rail¬ 
road  development  that  will  require  construction  work  this  year  and  next. 
These  developments  are  going  to  mean  many  important  things  to  the  coal 
trade.  The  railroads  will  buy  track  supplies  and  employ  men.  The  money 
spent  will  increase  circulation,  besides  bringing  an  awakening  in  the  steel 
trade  and  collateral  lines.  These,  in  turn,  will  start  minor  industries  at  a 
livelier  pace.  When  the  factories  resume  it  means  that  coal  consumption 
will  be  increased  and  that  implies  that  coal  sales,  which  entail  larger  pro¬ 
duction,  will  be  of  larger  proportion.  Moreover  more  men  will  be  em¬ 
ployed,  not  only  in  the  mines  but  in  the  factories  and  steel  mills  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  more  money  there  is  earned  the  more  will  be  spent.  The  whole 
proposition  is  readily  reduced  to  this.  The  major  wheel  can  not  move 
without  giving  an  impulse  to  the  minor.  So  through  the  ramifications  of 
one  movement  business  in  general  is  getting  a  fresh  start. 

All  of  this  comes  because  money  is  cheap  and  the  railroads  have  credit 
enough  to  get  hold  of  it.  The  money  stringency  last  fall  checked  the  onward 
rush  of  our  industry.  An  abundance  of  money  is  now  breaking  up  the 
business  lethargy  and  is  making  for  decisive  business  activity.  The  coal 
trade  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  situation.  The  wheels  of  industry  cannot 
move  without  power  and  today  power  is  not  developed  without  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  coal.  Everything  which  means  a  greater  activity  in  general  busi¬ 
ness  means  an  increase  in  coal  consumption.  The  outlook  should  encourage 
the  coal  men  in  the  belief  that  business  all  the  way-  through  is  going  to  be 
much  more  to  his  advantage  than  appeared  possible  a  month  or  six  weeks 
ago. 


Coal  men  complain  frequently  that  conditions  in  the 
trade  are  not  satisfactory.  Shipping  companies  see  too 
much  coal  moved  into  commercial  centers,  upon  con¬ 
signment,  and  too  little  attention  paid  by  the  jobbers 
to  getting  reasonable  prices ;  too  many  small  companies  are  trying  to  meet 
bond  interest  for  coal  to  be  kept  in  the  ground  until  sold ;  and  big  com¬ 
panies  are  struggling  so  hard  among  themselves  and  with  the  smaller  con¬ 
cerns  that  profits  can  not  be  even  reasonably  fair.  Unquestionably  these  con¬ 
ditions  point  to  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  for  the  minute,  but,  if  the 
coal  trade  is  to  develop  similar  to  other  lines  of  industry,  the  symptoms  are 
of  a  coming  period  of  consolidation. 


Strife  Leads 
to  Mergers. 


In  everything  except  the  policy  of  those  engaged  in  the  enterprise  the 
coal  industry  is  one  of  the  great  businesses  of  the  country.  In  the  amount 
of  money  involved  it  exceeds  to  a  considerable  extent  the  importance  of 
the  steel  trade.  And  yet  the  latter  is  considered  the  primary  industry.  The 
reason  for  the  apparent  difference  is  in  the  stage  of  development  of  the  pro¬ 
ducing  processes.  Ten  years  ago  it  was  as  hard  to  interest  capital  in  the 
steel  business  as  it  is  today  in  legitimate  coal  property.  Steel  then  was 
subject  to  violent  revolutions  in  prices,  the  same  as  coal  is  today.  Small 
companies  were  competing  among  themselves,  were  dealing  with  jobbers, 
were  cutting  prices  in  order  to  get  business,  were  even  going  to  the  extent 
of  disregarding  the  interest  on  the  investment  necessitated  by  the  erection  of 
the  mill.  The  smaller  companies  then  began  to  merge  into  larger  concerns. 
It  is  now  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  these  larger  concerns  fought 
so  fiercely  among  themselves  and  threatened  such  a  tremendous  overpro¬ 
duction  that  the  whole  United  States  was  seriously  disturbed  by  the  busi¬ 
ness  outlook  and  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation  was  formed  as  a  peace 
compromise  measure.  It  was  that  consolidation  which  gave  at  once  dignity 
and  stability  to  the  steel  trade. 

The  coal  business  is  apparently  in  the  same  position  that  the  steel 
business  was  ten  years  ago.  The  number  of  producing  units  is  prodigious. 
The  struggle  to  keep  bond  interest  paid  up  is  monumental  and  destructive  of 
values.  A  few  big  companies  have  been  organized  in  the  bituminous  trade 
but  they  are  hampered  by  war  among  themselves,  by  the  invasion  of  each 
others’  territory  and  by  the  necessity  to  take  into  consideration  the  smaller 
producing  interests.  In  the  steel  trade  these  contentions  led  to  a  consolida¬ 
tion.  In  the  coal  trade  the  conditions  have  not  yet  become  so  serious  that 
a  consolidation  is  necessary  as  a  peace  measure,  but  nevertheless  some  big 
men  have  in  their  minds  the  benefit  of  a  really  comprehensive  organization 
in  the  bituminous  field.  This  combination  may  not  come  for  three  years,  or 
five  or  even  fifteen.  But  those  who  see  the  trend  of  things  in  the  United 
States  realizes  that  a  really  comprehensive  organization  of  coal  com¬ 
panies  is  in  the  wind  and  is  almost  sure  to  arrive  in  time. 


Announcements  from  Washington  are  that  no  more 
railroad  legislation  need  be  expected  until  next  fall  if 
indeed  any  can  be  looked  for  then.  Some  may  view 
this  development  with  dissatisfaction,  but  The  Black 
Diamond  is  inclined  to  put  a  hopeful  construction  upon  it.  It  is  barely  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  country  needs  no  more  laws  until  those  already  enacted  are 
assimilated. 

One  of  the  biggest  failures  that  ever  embarrassed  a  new  enterprise  was. 
occasioned  by  the  fact  that  energetic  promoters  of  traction  line  consolida¬ 
tions  gathered  into  one  company  a  great  many  small  properties  without  really 
absorbing  and  organizing  any.  Those  acquired  were  put  to  no  definite  use 
as  money  earners  and  hence  all  further  additions  to  the  parent  company  were 
so  many  more  burdens  to  bear.  Naturally  there  was  an  accounting  and  a 
receivership.  After  the  receiver  came  and  stopped  further  expansion  those 
who  had  charge  of  the  operation  of  the  property  began  to  build  connecting 
links  to  join  the  odds  and  ends  into  one  comprehensive  system.  Today  the 
whole  property  is  a  paying  venture,  even  though  the  capitalization  seemed 
at  first  enormously  inflated. 

As  for  new  laws,  it  seems  as  though  we  have  been  chiefly  anxious  to 
get  measures  on  the  statute  books  without  particular  regard  for  whether  they 
were  executed  or  not.  We  wanted  a  concrete  expression  of  the  public  will 
on  certain  matters  and  have  obtained  it.  One  of  the  most  striking  ex¬ 
amples  is  the  Hepburn  amendment  to  the  interstate  commerce  act.  It  took 
fully  twenty  years  to  realize  the  full  import  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law 
because  the  people  did  not  invoke  that  measure.  The  Hepburn  amendment 
to  the  interstate  commerce  act  has  not  been  upon  the  statute  books  for  two 
years.  Its  possibilities,  of  course,  are  not  fully  known  and  can  not  be  until 
they  have  been  explored.  In  the  two  years  the  commission  has  regulated 
railroad  service  and  laid  down  definite  rules  for  the  distribution  of  cars.  It 
has  compelled  the  railroads,  obstinate  at  first,  to  put  private  sidings  in  opera¬ 
tion.  It  has  overhauled  and  clarified  the  issuance  of  tariffs  until  they  are 
more  understandable  by  the  average  shipper. 

The  same  body  may  possibly  have  power  to  compel  the  railroads  to 
grant  reciprocal  demurrage  rules  and  may  possibly  be  able  to  compel  the  rail- 
reads  to  pool  their  cars.  It  is  impossible  to  know  whether  this  authority  is 
vested  in  the  commission  until  the  shippers  have  invoked  the  law.  It  seems 
possible  today  that  the  commission  has  power  of  which  the  coal  man  is  not 
aware.  Before  we  go  to  further  lengths  in  obtaining  new  legislation,  it  would 
be  well  to  explore  fully  the  laws  that  we  have. 

The  summer  and  fall  should  be  put  to  the  best  use  in  trying  to  determine 
what  can  be  done  with  existing  laws.  It  may  be  that,  if  the  present  laws 
are  fully  explored,  more  drastic  measures  will  not  be  necessary  for  some 
time.  At  any  rate  it  is  best  to  assimilate  the  laws  already  enacted  before 
applying  for  any  new  ones. 


No  More  New 
Legislation. 


No.  19] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


17 


Railway  Officers  Disregard 

The  Hepburn  Amendment. 


The  commodity  clause  of  the  Hepburn  Rate 
bill  went  into  effect  last  Friday,  May  1.  Since 
that  day  all  the  railroads  in  the  country  which 
transport  commodities  in  which  they  have  any 
proprietary  interest  have  been  carrying  these 
commodities  in  defiance  of  law,  and  with  nothing 
protecting  them  from  the  enormous  penalties  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  act  save  the  agreement  existing 
between  the  railroads  and  Attorney  General  Bona¬ 
parte  that  he  will  confine  his  action  under  this 
clause  to  test  suits  until  the  question  of  the 
validity  of  the  clause  has  been  passed  upon  by 
the  Supreme  Court. 

The  commodity  clause  reads  as  follows: 

"From  and  after  May  1,  1908,  it  shall  be  un¬ 
lawful  for  any  railroad  company  to  transport 
from  any  state,  territory,  or  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia  to  any  other  state,  territory,  or  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  or  to  any  foreign  country, 
any  article  or  commodity  other  than  timber  and 
the  manufactured  products  thereof  manufactured, 
mined  or  produced  by  it  or  under  its  authority 
or  which  it  may  own  in  whole  or  in  part  or  in 
which  it  may  have  any  interest,  direct  or  in¬ 
direct,  except  such  articles  or  commodities  as 
may  be  necessary  and  intended  for  its  use  in  the 
conduct  of  its  business  as  a  common  carrier.” 

This  clause  was  included  in  the  Hepburn  rate 
law  during  the  last  days  of  the  debate  on  that 
measure  in  June,  1906.  The  law  went  into  effect 
on  June  29,  1906,  but  it  was  provided  by  its 
terms  that  the  railroads  should  have  until  May 
1,  1908,  to  dispossess  themselves  of  their  interest 
in  commercial  undertaking  the  products  of  which 
they  handled  as  common  carriers. 

The  roads  most  vitally  interested  in  this  clause 
of  the  law  are  the  anthracite  coal  roads  which 
have  millions  invested  in  coal  lands  and  in  coal 
handling  plants,  but  the  effect  of  the  commodity 
clause  by  no  means  stops  with  these  roads.  Nearly 
every  important  system  in  the  country  controls 
by  whole  or  part  ownership  industrial  undertak¬ 
ings  of  some  kind,  part  at  least  oi  whose  product 
is  sold  to  the  public.  By  the  terms  of  the  law 
these  roads  are  all  barred  from  continuing  to 
own  an  interest  in  such  undertakings,  barring 
only  lumber.  The  Pennsylvania  railroad  is  part 
owner  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  Cambria 
Steel  Companies.  It  would  be  barred  were  the 
commodity  clause  inforced  from  transporting  the 
output  of  these  plants  or,  rather,  so  much  of 
their  output  as  was  intended  for  the  use  of  others 
than  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  itself. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Hepburn  law  fixes  a  fine  of 
$5,000  as  the  penalty  of  the  infringement  of  its 
provisions  and  inasmuch  as  each  car  load  is  re¬ 
garded  as  constituting  a  shipment  it  is  clear  that 
the  penalties  to  which  the  railroads  render  them¬ 
selves  liable  in  operating  in  defiance  of  the  law 
are  enormous,  in  fact  ruinous.  The  penalties 
accuring  against  the  anthracite  coal  roads  are 
estimated  to  amount  to  an  average  of  not  less 
than  $16,000,000  a  day.  So  great  was  the  risk 
of  breaking  the  law  merely  in  the  belief  that  it 
was  unconstitutional  that  the  coal  roads  several 
months  ago  undertook  to  reach  an  agreement 
with  the  Attorney  General  regarding  the  bring¬ 
ing  of  test  suits  to  determine  the  validity  of  the 
law  and  looking  to  the  practical  suspension  of 
the  penalties  for  the  infringement  of  this 
clause  of  the  law  during  the  trial  of  these  test 
suits. 

Such  an  agreement  was  reached,  and  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  its  terms  it  is  expected  that  the  At¬ 
torney  General  will  very  shortly,  within  a  few 
days  in  fact,  if  the  understanding  had  in  rail¬ 
road  circles  is  correct,  bring  suit  against  one  or 
all  of  the  coal  roads.  These  test  suits,  however, 
will  be  the  only  ones  which  the  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  will  bring  under  this  clause  until  the 
Supreme  Court  has  passed  on  its  constitution¬ 
ality. 

The  attorneys  for  the  railroads  are  confident 
that  their  contention  that  the  law  is  unconstitu¬ 
tional  will  be  upheld.  They  are  prepared  to 
facilitate  the  suits  as  much  as  lies  in  their  power, 
and  to  offer  no  obstacle  to  a  decision  of  the  cases 
on  their  merit. 


Some  weeks  after  the  understanding  regarding 
these  suits  had  been  had  between  the  Attorney 
General  and  the  attorneys  for  the  coal  roads  a 
bill  was  introduced  by  Senatoir  Elkins  providing 
for  the  formal  postponement  of  the  penalties 
fixed  in  the  Hepburn  law  for  infringement  of  the 
commodity  clause  of  that  act.  It  was  not  acted 
upon  at  the  time,  however,  and  only  last  Friday, 
after  this  clause  of  the  law  had  gone  into  effect, 
was  it  called  up  for  further  consideration.  The 
position  of  the  railroads  in  reference  to  this 
bill  is  that  they  are  satisfied  with  the  under¬ 
standing  had  with  the  Attorney  General  and  that 
at  most  the  Elkins  bill  puts  in  the  shape  of  a 
law  what  had  already  been  agreed  upon  between 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  railroads. 

It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  enactment 
of  this  bill  would  not  be  without  its  advantages, 
even  though,  as  the  railroads  claim,  the  under¬ 
standing  with  the  Attorney  General  is  all  they 
need  in  the  way  of  temporary  immunity  from  the 
penalties  named  in  the  act.  In  the  event  of  the 
law  being  upheld  by  the  Supreme  Court  there 
would  be  nothing  left  for  the  coal  roads  to  do 
but  to  divest  themselves  of  their  coal  lands.  This 
could  not  be  done  in  a  day,  and  some  time  must 
needs  elapse,  it  would  appear,  between  the  hand¬ 
ing  down  of  a  decision  and  the  completion  of 
plans  for  the  segregation  of  the  coal  lands  from 
the  coal  roads.  This  argument  is  without  force, 
of  course,  if  it  be  assumed  that  the  law  will  not 
be  upheld,  but,  other  than  the  opinion  of  the 
attorneys  for  the  railroads,  there  is  no  premise 
upon  which  to  base  such  an  assumption.  There 
is  little  doubt,  however,  that  there  is  genuine 
and  practically  unanimous  confidence  on  the  part 
of  the  lawyers  for  the  coal  roads  that  the  much- 
discussed  commodity  clause  will  be  held  to  be 
invalid. 


Want  Demurrage  Credit. 


Eastern  coal  shippers  and  operators  who  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  present  demurrage  rules  of 
the  coal  carrying  railroads  have  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  going  before  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  to  have  the  demurrage  question  thor¬ 
oughly  investigated,  and  a  more  equitable  set  of 
rules  adopted. 

At  present,  the  demurrage  rules  of  the  Eastern 
roads  vary  somewhat.  Some  of  them  allow  twelve 
days  for  unloading,  with  a  five-day  average  clause. 
Others  allow  fifteen  days  for  unloading  with  a 
seven-day  average  option. 

What  the  shippers  are  fighting  against  is  the 
settlement  of  these  demurrage  averages  by  the 
month.  They  hold  that  these  settlements  should 
be  made  annually  or  not  oftener  than  semi-an¬ 
nually.  Thus,  they  argue,  the  credits  which  ac¬ 
crue  to  the  shipper  from  prompt  unloading,  can 
be  charged  against  the  items  for  overtime,  and  in 
this  way,  the  burden  will  not  fall  so  heavily 
either  way. 

Under  the  present  rulings,  settlements  for  de¬ 
murrage  where  the  shipper  or  receiver  is  working 
on  the  five  or  seven-day  average,  must  be  made 
every  thirty  days.  This,  the  shippers  protest, 
is  unfair.  For  instance,  by  prompt  unloading  one 
month,  they  may  have  900  or  1,000  days  to  their 
credit.  This  credit  is  not  carried  over  into  the 
next  month,  when  through  some  cause  which 
they  cannot  control,  they  may  be  docked  500  days 
for  delay  in  unloading.  For  this  500  days’  delay 
they  are  compelled  to  pay  $500,  whereas  the  900 
or  1,000  days  to  their  credit  the  month  previous 
count  for  naught. 

Recently,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
gave  a  decision,  to  the  effect  that  the  railroads 
could  go  to  the  courts  to  collect  these  demurrage 
bills  if  the  shipper  would  not  pay  otherwise.  Some 
of  the  roads  are  charged  with  enforcing  collec¬ 
tions  by  threatening  to  revoke  the  shipper’s 
bond,  or  by  refusing  to  dump  coal  until  former 
demurrage  bills  were  paid. 

During  the  last  few  months,  some  of  the 
smaller  shippers  have  been  seriously  handicapped 
in  their  business  by  these  assessment  for  demur¬ 
rage.  In  many  instances  some  of  them  have 
been  hindered  in  many  ways  from  promptly  dis¬ 


charging  their  coal  as  it  reached  tide,  and  even 
though  they  may  have  had  months  of  credit  for 
prompt  discharging,  they  have  been  forced  to  pay 
heavily  for  one  month’s  tardiness. 

The  shippers  who  are  planning  to  go  before  the 
commission,  believe  they  have  a  strong  case,  and 
they  have  engaged  counsel,  who  are  at  present 
.busily  engaged  in  preparing  evidence.  The  mat¬ 
ter  will  come  up  for  a  hearing  now  shortly,  and 
the  entire  Eastern  coal  trade  is  very  much  inter¬ 
ested  as  to  the  outcome. 


April  Anthracite  Output. 


The  first  month  of  the  new  anthracite  year 
was  active  and  profitable.  It  is  thought  that 
some  companies  did  as  large  a  business  as  in 
April  last  year,  and  the  output  may  prove 
above  the  average.  The  Reading  sales  were 
only  a  little  below  April,  1907.  The  prosperity 
of  the  trade  is  phenomenal,  as  it  has  been  al¬ 
most  without  interruption  since  1902.  Prac¬ 
tically  it  has  not  been  affected  by  the  panic. 
There  was  a  slight  falling  off  in  March,  but 
such  as  might  have  happened  in  any  year.  The 
course  of  anthracite  production  since  the  panic 
began  last  October  is  shown  in  the  following 


table: 

1907-8  1906-7  1905-6  1904-5 

October  . 6,015,851  5,384,768  5,205,694  5,131,542 

November  . 5,666,205  5,182,153  5,421,584  5,124,068 

December  . 5,343,477  4,836,028  5,395,113  5,063,144 

January  . 5,618,339  5,249,946  5,458,946  4,408,578 

February  . 4,503,756  4,563,720  4,712,099  3,922,601 

March  . 4,766,158  5,235,814  5,797,167  5,258,567 


Totals _ 31,913,786  30,452,429  31,990,603  28,908,500 


The  production  of  anthracite,  by  sizes  and  re¬ 
gions,  shows  that  58.61  per  cent  of  the  coal 
mined  in  1907  was  of  the  size  of  chestnut  or 
above,  and  41.39  per  cent  was  of  the  size  of  pea, 
or  below.  Of  the  67,109,393  tons  of  anthracite 
coal  produced  last  year,  39,332,855  tons  were 
above  the  size  of  chestnut,  and  27,776,538  tons 
were  below  the  size  of  pea,  the  former  being 
known  as  prepared  sizes,  and  the  latter  as  steam, 
or  small  sizes.  The  full  figures,  as  prepared  by 
W.  W.  Ruley,  are  as  follows: 


Wyoming  Regular  Lehigh  Regular 
Tons  %  Tons  % 

Lump  .  483,000  1.25  195,000  2.34 

Broken  .  2,258,000  5.84  619,000  7.43 

Egg  .  5,126,000  13.27  1,367,000  13.65 

Stove  .  7,641,000  19.78  1,302,000  15.64 

Chestnut  .  8,160,000  21.12  1,532,000  18.39 

Pea  .  4,732,000  12.25  1,164,000  13.97 

Buckwheat  No.  1  .  4,704,000  12.17  1,355,000  16.26 

Smaller  than  buckwh’t  5,533,000  14.32  1,025,000  12.32 


Total  . 38,638,000  100.  8,330,000  100. 

Schuyl.  Regular  Total 

Tons  %  Tons  % 

Lump  .  639,000  3.17  1,317,000  1.96 

Broken  .  1,496,000  7.43  4,373,000  6,52 

Egg  .  2,164,000  10.75  8,428,000  12.56 

Stove  .  3,266,000  16.22  12,210,000  18.16 

Chestnut  .  3,313,000  16.45  13,006,000  19.36 

Pea  .  2,861,000  14.20  8,757,000  13.05 

Bucketwheat  No.  1 .  .  .  3,783,000  18.78  9,842,000  14.67 

Smaller  than  buckwh’t  2,618,000  13.00  9,177,000  13.67 


Total  . 20,141,000  100.  67,109,000  100. 


In  the  last  ten  years  the  annual  output  of 
anthracite  coal  has  been  increased  from  41,899,- 
751  tons  to  67,109,393  tons.  The  changes  in  the 
sizes  of  the  coal  produced  has  been  very  great. 
In  1898  the  percentage  of  small  sizes  produced 
was  32.70  per  cent  of  the  total ;  in  1901  it  was 
35.85  per  cent ;  in  1904  it  was  38.02  per  cent,  and 
in  1907  it  was  41.39  per  cent.  The  total  ship¬ 
ments  for  these  years  with  big  sizes  and  the 
percentages  are  as  follows : 


1898 

1901 

Tons 

% 

Tons 

% 

Lump  . 

2,137,000 

5.1 

2,189,000 

4.8 

Broken  . 

3,854,000 

9.2 

4,424,000 

8.26 

F-gg  . 

5,572,000 

13.3 

6,980,000 

13.05 

Stove  . 

8,882,000 

21.2 

10,562,000 

19.72 

Chestnut  . 

7,751,000 

18.5 

10,251,000 

19.70 

Pea  . 

5,698,000 

13.6 

7,556,000 

14.11 

Buckwheat  No.  1 .  .  .  . 

5,908,000 

14.1 

7,895,000 

14.72 

Smaller  than  buck 

wheat  No.  1 . 

2,095,000 

5.0 

3,702,000 

6.92 

Total  . 

41,900,000 

100. 

53,569,000 

100. 

1904 

1907 

Tons 

% 

Tons 

% 

Lump  . 

1,448,000 

2.52 

1,317,000 

1.91 

Broken  . 

3,979,000 

6.92 

4,373,000 

6.52 

Egg  . 

7,600,000 

13.22 

8,428,000 

12.56 

Stove  . 

11,282,000 

19.73 

12,260,000 

18.19 

Chestnut  . 

11,328,000 

19.70 

13,006,000 

19.38 

Pea  . 

8,057,000 

12.01 

8,756,000 

13.05 

Bucketwheat  No.  1 .  . 

7,894,000 

13.73 

9,842,000 

14.67 

Smaller  than  buck 

wheat  No.  1 . 

5,904,000 

10.27 

9,178,000 

13.67 

Total  . 

57,493,000 

100. 

67,109,000 

100. 
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General  Review. 


Conditions  Are  Such  as  to  Give  a  Better 
Tone  to  Trade  Without 
Raising  Prices. 


Although  halting  still,  the  coal  trade  generally 
has  a  slightly  better  tone  this  week.  Labor  dis¬ 
putes  still  play  a  part  and  seem  to  threaten  fur¬ 
ther  mine  suspensions,  but  these  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  of  enough  importance  to  influence  the 
action  of  buyers,  who  are  taking  their  cue 
strictly  from  their  individual  needs.  These  give 
the  better  tone  to  the  market. 

To  the  railroad  buying  reported  a  week  ago 
has  been  added  the  contract  placed  this  week  by 
the  Illinois  Central  for  2,500,000  tons.  Other 
railroads  have  held  back  and  some  are  still  receiv¬ 
ing  fuel  on  old  contracts  which  do  not  expire 
for  a  month  or  two.  The  buyers  of  lake  coal 
have  been  more  extensively  in  the  market,  the 
Canadian  interests  taking  a  considerable  volume. 
Western  manufacturers  have  closed  for  good  ton¬ 
nages,  one  concern  alone  buying  80,000  tons  of 
Ohio  coal.  The  contracting  is  not  of  as  large 
volume  as  a  year  ago,  but  the  number  of  cus¬ 
tomers  coming  into  the  market  is  normal. 

Various  localities  present  peculiarities  of  the 
present  situation.  Unquestionably  the  lack  of 
production  in  Illinois,  for  the  entire  month  of 
May,  resulted  in  a  wiping  out  of  many  stocks. 
The  need  to  replenish  these  has  sent  buyers  into 
Indiana  and  Iowa  fields  with  good  orders  at  high 
prices.  Screenings  have  been  most  in  demand, 
current  prices  being  about  double  what  are  nor¬ 
mal  at  this  time  of  year.  Indiana  operators  have 
not  been  able  to  supply  all  of  the  demand  and 
some  of  the  coal  has  been  purchased  from  Iowa 
and  western  Kentucky.  For  the  first  time,  then, 
the  influence  of  the  suspension  -has  extended 
south  of  the  Ohio  river.  This  naturally  has 
strengthened  the  demand  for  the  Ohio  and  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  coal,  especially  in  those  terri¬ 
tories  reached  with  equal  facility  by  the  mines 
of  the  eastern  states  and  Indiana.  1  he  latter 
has  been  busy  to  the  west,  leaving  the  more 
easterly  market  to  its  neighbors. 

Mine  labor  troubles  are  not  yet  removed.  The 
eastern  miners  voted  in  favor  of  the  two  year 
contract,  but  the  effort  to  arrive  at  state  or  dis¬ 
trict  settlements  has  raised  many  bothersome 
questions  in  eastern  Ohio,  in  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  in  Indiana,  so  that  suspensions  of 
mines  are  still  possible,  even  though  the  inter¬ 
state  agreement  is  virtually  operative.  Illinois, 
which  refused  to  enter  the  interstate  agreement, 
is  about  through  with  its  troubles  and  its  mines 
may  be  opened  on  Monday,  or  shortly  thereafter. 
The  southwest  seems  to  be  entangled  in  an  end¬ 
less  dispute,  while  poor  progress  is  made  in 
Colorado.  These  discussions  may  possibly  delay 
mine  operations  and  curtail  production,  this  time 
at  a  period  when  no  stocks  exist  and  when  busi¬ 
ness  is  actually  resuming,  so  that  the  shut  down 
would  be  truly  bothersome. 

The  lake  trade  has  not  opened  as  yet  and  only 
those  boats  have  carried  coal  which  have  been 
assured  of  downbound  cargoes  of  grain.  They 
cannot  make  many  trips  and  the  lake  trade  is 
therefore  practically  nothing.  This  is  blocking 
the  outlet  for  the  eastern  mines  and  is  causing 
many  of  them  to  run  short  time,  the  mines  not 
exceeding  perhaps  forty  per  cent  of  their  normal 
output.  The  movement  by  the  Ohio  river  to  the 
south  is  satisfactory,  the  channel  being  at  a 
boating  stage  and  the  demand  for  coal  being 
good. 

The  coke  trade  shows  signs  of  further  improve¬ 
ment,  as  it  is  now  evident  there  is  better  life  in 
the  steel  trade,  and  this  means  a  better  market 
for  the  coke.  The  buying  movement  has  not 
been  extensive  enough  to  work  off  any  stocks 
or  to  influence  prices,  but  it  has  given  a  mental 
tone  of  improvement  that  is  quite  encouraging. 


Chicago  Market. 


Improved  Industrial  Conditions  Add  to 
the  Strength  of  Steam  Coal 
Values. 


Chicago  market  conditions  show  a  distinct  im¬ 
provement  in  ster^i  coals  for  this  week.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Illinois  mines  are  closed  it 
is  naturally  assumed  that  the  stronger  demand  is 
directly  traceable  to  the  resultant  shortage  of 
coal.  That  does  not  explain  fully  the  demand  and 
it  is  necessary  to  go  into  industrial  conditions  be¬ 
fore  a  full  appreciation  is  possible. 

The  mine  suspension  has  influenced  values  for 
so  long  it  is  a  distinct  relief  to  turn  to  an  actual 
improvement  in  industrial  conditions  and  find 
there  a  cause  for  better  buying.  Some  of  the 
railroads  have  begun  to  contract,  the  most  con¬ 
spicuous  of  these  being  the  Illinois  Central,  which 
has  contracted  for  approximately  2,500,000  tons. 
Other  railroads  are  beginning  to  take  a  good 
deal  of  coal  but  many,  especially  the  Northwest¬ 
ern,  have  not  yet  placed  contracts  and  are  not 
likely  to  until  midsummer.  The  railroad  demand 
is  nearly  a  fixed  quantity,  being  governed  by  the 
traffic  carried  and  hence  is  not  an  important  in¬ 
dex  now  unless  taken  in  conjunction  with  other 
industrial  improvements. 

Manufacturing  concerns  are  finding  money  com¬ 
paratively  easy.  Some  needed  funds  for  carrying 
on  development  work  have  been  obtained  from 
the  banks  and  these  are  being  put  to  good  use. 
Security  values  are  higher,  indicating  a  hopeful 
turn  of  popular  sentiment.  The  wheels  of  gen¬ 
eral  industry  have  begun  moving  at  a  livelier  pace 
and,  of  course,  this  means  greater  coal  consump¬ 
tion. 

Some  rather  exaggerated  reports  have  been 
abroad  this  week  of  fancy  values,  obtained  for 
screenings,  as  the  result  of  this  increased  indus¬ 
trial  activity.  One  report  which  has  received  al¬ 
most  general  acceptance  was  that  screenings  have 
sold  fifty  cents  a  ton  above  the  price  of  lump 
coal,  the  assumption  being  that  the  latter  product 
moved  at  normal  prices.  In  all  reported  trans¬ 
actions  screenings  have  not  gone  above  $1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  while  lump  has  been  selling 
at  $1.00  to  $1.15.  The  exaggerated  report  prob¬ 
ably  arose  from  the  better  demand  for  screen¬ 
ings  in  Chicago  and  from  the  steady  but  only 
moderate  demand  from  the  rural  districts.  In 
fact,  the  buying  in  the  latter  quarter  seems  to 
be  more  persistent  and  to  indicate  a  revival  of 
industry  rather  than  any  temporary  distress  on 
account  of  the  mines  being  closed.  This  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  true  because  the  buying  comes  from  a 
territory  which  easily  could  be  supplied  by  Iowa 
mines. 

The  domestic  coals  have  found  a  fairly  good 
market  on  account  of  the  weather,  but  so  much 
smokeless  and  splint  coal  has  been  received  the 
benefit  of  the  better  demand  has  been  lost. 

The  anthracite  lake  trade  has  not  started  and 
consumers  consequently  are  holding  off  until  they 
get  dock  coal.  The  all-rail  shipments  into  this 
territory  have  been  reasonably  active,  but  the 
business  done  is  mostly  in  the  nature  of  cleaning 
up  April  contracts.  Nut  coal,  both  over  the  docks 
and  in  the  all-rail  trade  is  unusually  scarce. 

Owing  to  the  peculiar  conditions  the  supply 
of  anthracite  nut  coal  is  almost  a  minus  quan¬ 
tity  in  the  western  territory.  All  of  the  nut 
has  been  moved  off  the  docks,  comparatively 
speaking,  and  no  new  shipments  have  arrived. 
This  coal  is  not  coming  through  all  rail  and 
even  if  it  should  it  will  not  be  sold  in  what 
is  normally  dock  territory  because  the  consum¬ 
ers  hope  to  receive  shipments  through  the  reg¬ 
ular  channels  before  long.  This  makes  nut 
coal  very  scarce  in  the  dock  territory,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  present  indications  is  likely  to  con¬ 
tinue  so  for  another  month.  Big  boats  will 
hardly  begin  to  move  before  the  first  of  June, 
unless  an  unexpected  action  is  taken  by  the 
vessel  owners  at  their  meeting  on  May  12. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  has  been  produced  in 
comparatively  small  volume  by  one  company  only 
and  this  has  found  a  good  market  for  its  prod¬ 
uct.  The  price  still  holds  at  about  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines. 


Third  vein  mines  are  idle,  but  expect,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  tentative  settlement  of  the  labor  differ¬ 
ences,  to  resume  the  first  of  next  week.  Prices 
after  resumption  will  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  the  mines : 
Mine-run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump, 
$2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  still  out  of  the  market.  The 
demand  for  screenings  is  continued,  buyers  of¬ 
fering  95  cents  to  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

Springfield  coal  is  still  off  the  market,  and  al¬ 
though  the  miners  in  that  territory  voted  against 
the  acceptance  of  the  old  scale  they  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  overruled  by  the  general  vote  of  the 
state  and  the  mines  may  be  expected  to  resume 
in  a  short  time.  Bids  for  screenings  have  been 
made  freely  at  $1.00  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

Carterville  coal  is  off  the  market.  If  the  pro¬ 
ducers  succeed  in  completing  an  organization, 
now  under  contemplation,  the  price  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  open  stronger  than  they  were  just  be¬ 
fore  the  suspension  occurred. 

Clinton  county  coal  operators  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  stop  taking  orders,  being  sold  up.  Prices 
have  varied  considerably  because  producing  com¬ 
panies  have  been  taking  care  of  their  custom¬ 
ers  at  old  contract  prices,  while  coal  sold  on  the 
spot  market  has  commanded  much  higher  values. 
Screenings  have  been  going  for  $1.75  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  or  $1.05  at  the  mines,  while  lump  coal 
has  been  selling  from  $2.00  to  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  operators  have  been 
doing  a  good  business  in  screenings,  the  report 
being  in  circulation  that  this  grade  was  selling 
above  the  price  of  lump.  However  a  good  deal 
of  Sullivan  and  Greene  county  screenings  have 
sold  at  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  and  at  even  a  little 
less  in  the  country.  Chunks  or  egg  have  sold 
f.  O;  b.  Chicago  at  $2.00  to  $2.15  while  steam  lump 
has  sold  from  $1.95  to  $2.00. 

Brazil  Block  has  enjoyed  a  fair  demand  at 
prices  ranging  from  $2.60  to  $2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Hocking  coal  has  been  a  little  stronger  because 
the  weather  has  been  favorable  to  consumption. 
The  demand  was  so  active  for  a  short  time  that  some 
additions  to  the  regular  orders  had  to  be  placed 
by  western  sales  agents  and  the  coal  rushed 
through  to  destination.  On  the  whole  the  mar¬ 
ket  has  been  fairly  active,  but  not  buoyant.  Un¬ 
der  the  circumstances  no  demurrage  coal  has 
accumulated  and  the  circular  price  of  $3.15  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago  has  been  obtained  without  question. 
Jackson  Hill  is  quoted  nominally  at  $4.40  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago  and  Pittsburgh  No.  8  has  had  a  fair 
demand  for  ^-inch  at  $2.65  to  $2.75  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Kanawha  coal  is  again  plentiful  on  the  market 
and  some  quick  sales  are  made  at  sacrifice  to 
avoid  demurrage  charges.  The  market  rules  all 
the  way  from  $3.00  to  $3.25  with  the  generality 
of  sales  about  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  has  been  just  fairly  active, 
most  of  the  shipments  being  on  contract.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  fy-inch  steam  $3.10 ; 
inch  gas,  $3.20;  lj^-inch  lump,  $3.30. 

Fairmont  coal  is  moving  in  reasonably  large 
volume,  and  prices  are  holding  about  steady,  as 
follows,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  J4‘>nch  steam,  $3.10 ; 
j4-inch  gas,  $3.20. 

Smokeless  prices  are  about  what  the  consumer 
or  dealer  is  willing  to  pay.  A  good  many  sales 
of  high-grade  coal  are  being  made  as  high  as 
$1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  while  some  smokeless 
coal  of  good  quality  has  been  sold  at  90  cents  and 
some  has  been  sacrificed  at  seventy-five  cents. 
This  gives  the  market  an  unusual  spread.  Mine- 
run  should  be  quoted  at  from  $2.80  to  $3.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Lump  and  egg  coal  is  plentiful 
and  hard  to  dispose  of,  being  moved  freely  in 
place  of  mine-run  coal,  hence  sold  at  $1.30  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines. 

The  Coke  Market. 

On  account  of  the  improved  industrial  condi¬ 
tions,  principally  in  iron  and  steel,  the  coke  mar¬ 
ket  is  showing  decided  improvement.  Values 
have  not  been  influenced,  but  the  tone  is  stronger. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $4.90; 
Wise  county,  $4.75;  West  Virginia,  $4.65;  48- 
hour,  $4.15;  by-product  foundry,  $4.75  ;  by-prod¬ 
uct  domestic,  $4.65,  and  gas  house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Only  Twenty  per  cent  of  the  Mines  are 
in  Operation  as  Demand 
is  Lifeless. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  7,  1908. 

Although  there  have  been  some  poor  weeks 
from  a  business  standpoint  in  the  coal  trade  in 
the  Pittsburgh  district  recently,  it  can  safely  be 
said  that  any  of  them  have  been  better  than 
the  past  week,  which  was,  without  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  doubt,  the  most  sluggish  week  that 
has  been  noted  in  this  part  of  the  country  in 
many  years.  In  fact,  one  of  the  best  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  coal  industry  stated  to  a  represent¬ 
ative  of  The  Black  Diamond  this  week  that  in 
twenty-two  years  he  has  never  noted  such  a 
condition  of  the  coal  business,  nor  so  much 
real  depression.  The  prices  are  low,  much 
lower  than  they  naturally  should  be,  and  the 
market  is  dull  and  inactive. 

There  is,  however,  one  fortunate  feature 
about  the  entire  condition,  and  that  is  the  dis¬ 
position  and  tendency  of  the  leading  producers 
in  this  district  to  refuse  to  dispose  of  their 
coal  under  the  present  conditions  unless  they 
are  able  to  get  a  reasonable  price  for  it,  which 
they  are  not.  And  rather  than  bring  the  coal 
to  the  surface,  where  it  might  be  stored  and 
await  the  opening  of  the  market,  they  have 
practically  to  a  unit  decided  to  let  the  coal 
remain  in  the  mines.  We  might  add  in  this 
connection  that,  although  this  practice  is  now 
the  means  of  keeping  many  men  out  of  em¬ 
ployment  at  the  present  time,  it  cannot  be  too 
highly  commended  on  account  of  the  beneficial 
after-results  to  both  the  operators  and  to  the 
miners.  It  is  better,  as  all  will  agree,  to  hold 
the  coal  in  its  natural  reserve  than  to  sell  it 
at  such  prices  that  would  necessitate  either  a 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  operator,  or  force  a  re¬ 
duction  in  wages  for  the  miners. 

Conservative  estimates  of  authorities  show 
that  there  are  but  about  twenty  per  cent  of 
the  mines  in  this  district  in  operation,  and  that 
most  of  these  are  located  along  the  Mononga- 
hela  river.  But  few  of  these  are  being  worked 
to  anything  like  their  capacity,  and  there  prom¬ 
ises  to  be  a  further  reduction  in  working  forces 
very  shortly  unless  the  demand  shows  some 
promise  of  increasing  in  the  immediate  future. 
Practically  all  of  the  empties  that  were  brought 
up  the  river  during  the  recent  strike  of  the 
miners  have  been  loaded  and  started  south 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  week  and  the  first 
part  of  this  week,  and  those  that  have  not  ar¬ 
rived  will  probably  be  too  late  to  be  loaded 
and  started  out  on  the  present  rise,  which  will 
be  of  short  duration  according  to  the  present 
indications.  Some  very  large  tows  have  been 
started  out  by  the  big  river  shippers,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  before  the  week  is  over  about 
fifteen  to  twenty  million  bushels  of  coal  will 
be  on  the  way  down  the  Ohio.  Then  it  will 
mean  a  month  or  more  before  these  barges 
and  flats  can  be  delivered  and  emptied  and 
brought  back  to  the  Pittsburgh  pools. 

As  has  been  noted  above,  prices  have  been 
maintained,  although  at  these  prices  there  is 
no  demand,  and  the  quotations  are  about  the 
same  as  last  week.  The  tonnage  is  weekly 
dropping  off,  although  this  could  be  increased 
materially  if  proces  were  sacrificed.  But  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  leading  producers  at  least 
will  continue  to  maintain  their  present  stand, 
and  hold  prices  at  schedule. 

The  lake  trade  is  poor,  or  rather  there  is 
practically  no  lake  trade  to  speak  of  at  the 
present  time.  Boat  owners  have  already  dem¬ 
onstrated  that  they  are  unwilling  to  take  up 
cargoes  of  coal  and  then  have  to  come  back 
empty,  or  with  “water  ballast.”  This  would 
be  most  unprofitable,  and  there  is  such  an  im¬ 
mense  stock  of  iron  ore  at  the  lake  ports  that 
it  is  impossible  to  get  a  return  cargo  on  any 
terms.  So  what  little  coal  is  being  shipped  to 
the  lake  regions  from  this  vicinity  is  being  stored 
for  future  shipment.  The  seaboard  business  is 
in  somewhat  better  condition,  and  considerable 
coal  is  being  shipped  east  at  the  present  time. 
The  amounts  do  not  compare  favorably,  how¬ 


ever,  with  those  of  the  corresponding  time  last 
year. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  scarcity  of  either  labor 
or  cars,  nor  will  there  be  for  some  months  to 
come.  Both  are  idle  in  great  numbers.  Wage 
difficulties  have  not  been  settled  in  this  section, 
although  the  trouble  in  the  Butler-Mercer  dis¬ 
trict  is  expected  to  be  ended  shortly,  owing  to 
the  diplomatic  action  of  President  Lewis  in 
sending  a  conservative  personal  representative 
to  that  district  this  week  to  take  charge,  and  to 
act  in  full  authority  for  President  Lewis,  who 
is  still  detained  in  the  southwest  on  matters  of 
great  importance.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore, 
that  our  prediction  in  the  last  issue  of  The 
Black  Diamond  that  President  Tom  Lewis  would 
personally  take  charge  of  the  tangle  has  been 
fulfilled,  although  he  was  unable  to  appear  in 
person.  Mr.  Feehan  is  attending  the  conference 
of  the  operators  and  miners  in  the  Butler-Mercer 
district,  but  as  is  his  due,  he  has  a  superior  in 
charge  of  the  affair. 

The  coke  trade  improved  a  little  last  week, 
but  it  must  be  added,  very  little.  The  ovens  in 
blast  worked  steady,  but  some  additional  ones 
were  blown  out.  Production  in  this  part  of  the 
state  is  now  about  41  per  cent  of  the  capacity, 
with  the  independents  in  the  lead.  Efforts  are 
now  being  made  to  dispose  of  some  of  the  im¬ 
mense  stocks  of  coke  that  are  on  hand  at  almost 
every  coking  plant,  and  this  class  of  coke  can  be 
bought  very  cheap.  It  is  well  weathered,  how¬ 
ever,  and  not  considered  first-class  coke  by  any 
means.  Most  of  it  is  water  soaked,  and  as  black 
as  the  coal  was  itself  when  it  entered  the  ovens. 
Prices  for  fresh  coke  remain  about  the  same, 
and  it  is  thought  that  the  bottom  has  been 
reached.  One  large  independent  manufacturer 
said  that  he  thought  “that  the  bottom  prices  had 
been  quoted,  but  that  nothing  was  very  surpris¬ 
ing  in  these  times,  and  that  any  time,  there 
was  a  chance  for  the  bottom  to  fall  out.” 

Many  consumers  have  undoubtedly  been  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  lowest  point  to  be  reached  before 
placing  orders  for  both  furnace  and  foundry 
coke,  so  that  there  should  be  some  good  orders 
placed  very  shortly.  There  is,  as  has  been 
stated,  very  little  chance  of  prices  going  much, 
if  any  lower. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

R.  W.  Steele,  a  prominent  coal  land  owner 
of  East  Brady,  Pa.,  was  in  Pittsburgh  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  this  week  on  business.  He  is  one  of 
the  largest  coal  land  owners  in  the  Upper  Alle¬ 
gheny  River  section. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  apprehension  being 
felt  at  the  present  time  among  some  of  the 
operators  in  Somerset  and  Cambria  counties,  Pa., 
over  the  contention  of  some  of  the  farmers  that 
although  the  B  seam  of  coal  had  been  sold  to 
them,  they  have  been  operating  in  the  C  seam. 
Both  the  operators  and  the  farmers  have  placed 
competent  engineers  in  the  fields  in  question  to 
make  thorough  investigations,  and  the  result  of 
the  controversy  will  depend  upon  the  decision 
of  these  authorities. 

At  Waynesburg,  Pa.,  Judge  James  Inghram 
has  handed  down  a  decision  in  the  case  of  the 
Dilworth  Coal  Company  of  Pittsburgh  vs.  the 
Ten  Mile  Gas  Company,  in  which  an  injunction 
asked  for  by  the  coal  company  was  dissolved 
conditionally.  The  case  is  one  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  coal  and  gas  companies  throughout 
this  part  of  the  state.  This  case  was  the  first 
of  the  kind  that  has  ever  been  brought  before  a 
Greene  county  court,  and  only  one  similar  case 
has  ever  been  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania,  this  having  been  about  fifteen 
years  ago.  The  case  was  tried  in  Greene  county 
several  weeks  ago,  as  was  noted  in  these  columns. 

The  suit  was  brought  by  the  Dilworth  Coal 
Company,  asking  that  the  defendant  gas  company 
be  restrained  by  injunction  from  drilling  gas 
wells  through  the  abandoned  portion  of  one  of 
the  coal  company’s  mines.  The  coal  company 
claimed  that  drilling  these  wells  into  the  mines 
would  permit  the  gas  to  escape  from  the  well 
into  the  abandoned  portion  of  the  mine,  which 
would  then  make  its  way  into  other  portions 
of  the  mine  where  men  were  working,  and  that 
the  lives  of  the  men  and  the  property  of  the 
company  would  thus  be  endangered  by  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  an  explosion.  In  its  defense  the  gas 


company  claimed  that  there  could  be  no  danger 
of  the  gas  escaping  into  the  mine  if  the  casing 
was  left  in  the  well.  The  court  dissolved  the 
Injunction  on  the  condition  that  the  gas  com¬ 
pany  put  in  a  substantial  brick  and  cement  wall 
around  the  casing  in  the  abandoned  portion  of 
the  mine.  The  gas  company  is  also  required  to 
give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  as  a  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  Dilworth  Coal  Company. 

Ground  will  be  broken  next  month  by  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  school  of  mines  that  will  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  Pittsburgh.  This  school  was  really 
established  thirteen  years  ago,  but  nothing  prac¬ 
tical  was  done  until  this  year,  when  the  move¬ 
ment  was  revived  and  it  was  decided  to  open 
the  school  next  fall.  Prior  to  this,  the  so-called 
school  has  been  merely  a  regular  course  at  the 
University,  there  having  been  but  a  few  students. 
In  the  fall,  however,  the  real  school  will  be 
opened  with  a  force  of  twenty-four  competent 
instructors.  Temporary  quarters  will  be  secured 
until  the  new  building,  which  will  cost  about 
$350,000,  is  completed,  and  a  large  enrollment  is 
looked  for.  Dr.  M.  E.  Wadsworth,  now  at  State 
College,  has  accepted  the  position  of  dean. 

William  Reed,  superintendent  of  the  mines  and 
operations  of  the  Jefferson  <&  Clearfield  Coal  & 
Iron  Company  in  the  vicinity  of  Ernest,  Indiana 
county,  Pa.,  speaking  of  the  conditions  in  his 
vicinity,  made  the  following  statement:  “Since 
the  hard  times  that  struck  the  industrial  world 
last  fall  the  mines  of  our  company  at  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  Ernest  have  been  running  on  never 
less  than  half  time,  and  most  of  the  time  on  an 
average  of  four  or  five  days  a  week.  While 
scores  of  men  have  left  town  during  the  winter, 
others  have  come  in  and  taken  their  places, 
coming  from  nearby  towns,  where  they  were 
laid  off,  the  general  business  depression  having 
resulted  in  scores  of  foreigners  moving  about. 
The  coming  and  going  of  these  men  who  are 
strangers,  has  given  the  impression  which  has 
caused  many  people  to  magnify  the  situation  by 
stating  that  large  numbers  of  men  have  left 
town.”  He  also  stated  that  he  was  of  the 
opinion  that  his  company  had  given  more  regular 
employment  to  men  than  any  other  coal  mining 
company  in  that  part  of  the  state. 


Nova  Scotia  Mining  Laws. 

Consul-General  David  F.  Wilber,  of  Hali¬ 
fax,  transmits  a  printed  copy  of  a  bill,  which 
is  now  pending  in  the  house  of  assembly,  for  the 
consolidation  and  amendment  of  the  mining  laws 
of  Nova  Scotia,  from  which  a  few  pertinent  ex¬ 
tracts  are  herewith  given : 

No  person  shall  be  employed  in  a  mine  to 
cut,  mine,  bore,  blow,  sheer,  loosen  or  extract 
coal  by  hand,  machinery  or  otherwise,  or  be 
given  charge  of  a  “working  face”  in  a  mine, 
or  as  ‘‘shot  firer”  who  has  not  been  employed 
in  a  mine  for  one  year,  and  who  does  not  hold 
a  certificate  of  competency  as  a  miner  granted 
by  a  board  of  examiners  of  workmen. 

No  boy  above  the  age  of  12  and  under  1C 
years  shall  be  employed  in  or  about  any  mine 
for  more  than  fifty-four  hours  per  week,  or 
for  more  than  ten  hours  in  any  one  day.  Be¬ 
fore  being  permitted  to  work  in  mines,  boys 
must  furnish  certificates  from  proper  school 
authorities  that  they  have  satisfactorily  com¬ 
pleted  the  prescribed  course  of  studies  up  to 
the  end  of  grade  7. 

No  wages  shall  be  paid  in  ot  about  any  pub- 
hc  house  wnere  liquors  are  sold. 

There  shall  be  at  least  two  shafts  or  out¬ 
lets  with  which  every  seam  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing  at  work  in  the  mine  shall  have  a  communi¬ 
cation,  so  that  such  shafts  or  outlets  shall 
afford  separate  means  ol  ingress  and  egress 
available  to  persons  employed  in  each  seam, 
whether  the  shafts  o;  outlets  belong  to  the 
same  mine  or  to  more  than  one  mine.  Such 
shafts  shall  not  at  any  one  point  be  nearer 
than  fifteen  yards,  and  there  should  be  be¬ 
tween  two  •  shafts  or  outlets  a  communi¬ 
cation  not  less  than  four  feet  wide  and  four 
feet  high.  Proper  apparatus  for  raising  and 
lowering  peisons  at  each  such  shaft  shall  be 
always  available. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 


The  Consumption  of  Coal  by  Steam 
Plants  Is  Making  Gains  Laboriously 
and  Slowly. 


Cleveland,  O.,  May  7 .—(Special  Correspond¬ 
ence .) — Slight  improvement  in  the  local  demand 
is  noticeable  this  week.  Most  factories  in  this 
vicinity  are  being  operated  at  least  three  to  four 
days  a  week.  As  nearly  as  can  be  estimated  they 
are  buying  coal  to  the  extent  of  fifty  per  cent 
of  what  would  be  considered  normal  for  this 
period.  Prior  to  the  past  two  weeks  the  figure 
was  forty  per  cent  or  below. 

This  demand  represents  pretty  well  about  the 
way  the  mines  are  being  operated.  No  one  is 
producing  a  great  deal  more  than  can  be  mar¬ 
keted,  although  some  small  shippers  are  already 
in  the  lake  trade  for  lower  Ottawa  points.  The 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  considerable  coal 
at  Lorain  and  Pluron,  but  the  Cleveland  harbor 
has  very  little.  None  of  the  big  interests  is 
going  forward  with  any  degree  of  aggressiveness. 

In  the  lake  trade  there  is  already  some  specu¬ 
lation  as  to  whether  carrying  charges  will  not 
be  boosted  if  navigation  does  not  open  until 
June  1  or  after.  In  the  scramble,  some  ship¬ 
pers  fear,  the  vessel  interests  will  put  rates  up 
and  profit  by  the  continued  delay,  also  by  the 
rush  along  about  July.  The  contracts  made  so  far 
are  more  of  an  oral  nature  and  obtain  rather 
among  interests  or  officials  who  are  friendly 
and  who  choose  to  co-operate. 


Labor  Conferences. 

Interest  just  now  is  centered  pretty  well  on 
the  meeting  to  be  held  at  Wheeling  May  12  on 
the  2-cent  a  ton  dead  work  scale.  It  was  re¬ 
ported  here  this  week  that  an  operator  had  se¬ 
cured  signatures  of  miners’  officials  to  lift  this 
scale  from  the  No.  8  district.  When  asked  con¬ 
cerning  this,  one  of  the  committeemen  said  yes¬ 
terday  : 

“I  only  wish  that  were  true.  It  could  scarcely 
be  so  without  my  knowing  it.  At  Wheeling  we 
plan  to  take  up  the  agreement  on  the  dead  work 
first.  Until  that  is  disposed  of  nothing  else  will 
be  taken  up.  There  is  a  determined  feeling 
that  the  miners  must  lift  this  charge  or  have  it 
applied  to  the  Pittsburgh  district,  thereby  putting 
the  two  districts  on  a  more  equal  footing.” 

There  is  some  apprehension  that  No.  8  op¬ 
erators  may  not  be  able  to  get  together  with  the 
miners,  although  the  feeling  predominates  that 
the  operators  have  a  whip  hand  in  the  industrial 
outlook  itself  which  they  may  use  to  good  ad¬ 
vantage.  Pending  final  settlement  of  the  2-cent 
a  ton  proposition  No.  8  people  are  paying  the 
old  scale. 

Prices  remain  the  same.  Retail  dealers  are  not 
very  busy.  There  is  a  big  movement  of  anthra¬ 
cite,  westbound,  according  to  railroad  reports. 
This  is  due  to  the  forty  cent  discount  this  month. 
Railroad  men  also  say  this  traffic  is,  in  a  big 
measure,  making  up  for  the  falling  off  in  revenue 
from  bituminous. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

C.  L.  Ayers,  of  the  C.  L.  Ayers  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  this  city,  is  on  a  three  weeks  trip  through 
the  northwest  on  business. 

The  J.  H.  Somers  Coal  Company,  Cleveland, 
will  begin  to  load  an  8,000  ton  vessel  at  Huron 
tomorrow.  The  boat  is  expected  to  arrive  there 
from  Milwaukee  tonight. 

J.  F.  Johnson,  of  Bellaire,  O.,  president  of  the 
Johnson  Bros.  Coal  Company,  and  president  of 
the  board  of  public  service  in  that  city,  was  in 
Cleveland  calling  upon  coal  men  this  week. 

Smoke  Inspector  Krause  is  watching  a  test  of 
smokeless  coal  this  week  on  the  tugs  of  the 
Great  Lakes  Towing  Company.  A  year  ago  the 
inspector  detailed  an  assistant  to  the  work  of 
making  readings  of  the  smoke  that  emanated 
from  the  stacks  of  the  tugs  plying  in  the  river. 
He  is  much  interested  in  the  test  now  being 
made  If  successful,  he  believes  this  will  re¬ 


sult  in  a  decided  betterment  of  conditions  in 
the  smoky  flat  district. 

Traffic  reports,  compiled  by  private  sources, 
show  business  still  on  the  decrease  in  Youngs¬ 
town.  The  American  Steel  &  Wire  plant  all 
closed  down  there  this  week  except  the  fence 
machine.  It  had  been  running  double  time  for 
some  time  before  closing  down.  The  most  en¬ 
couraging  report  last  week  from  Youngstown 
was  that  the  Youngstown  Sheet  &  Tube  Com¬ 
pany  is  running  full.  The  Republic  Iron  ♦&  Steel 
Company’s  Bessemer  plant  has  been  put  out  of 
commission. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad, 
made  public  here  today  following  a  stockholders’ 
meeting,  shows  that  the  anthracite  movement 
on  that  road  in  1907  was  1,170,065  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  148,462  tons.  The  same  road  carried 
7,896,565  of  bituminous,  against  8,285,810  tons  in 
1906.  The  annual  report  of  the  Nickel  Plate, 
also  made  public  today,  shows  379,612  tons  of 
anthracite  were  handled  on  that  road  last  year, 
an  increase  of  14,524  tons.  In  1907  this  road 
hauled  877,608  tons  of  bituminous,  a  gain  of 
46,515  tons. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  7. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  demand  for  coal  has  been  steadily 
improving  this  week  and  a  quantity  of  Indiana 
coal  is  coming  into  this  market  to  supply  the 
trade.  Nearly  everything  has  been  cleaned  up 
in  Illinois,  and  the  few  cars  that  are  still  left 
on  track  do  not  amount  to  much. 

The  referendum  vote  of  the  miners  is  still 
being  canvassed  and  it  is  generally  thought  that 
the  returns  will  all  be  in  by  next  Tuesday.  Rumor 
has  it  that  the  miners  in  the  Staunton  and 
Springfield  districts  have  Voted  five  to  one  not 
to  pay  the  shot  firers.  This  is  a  great  surprise, 
as  most  of  the  mines  in  those  districts  are  ma¬ 
chine  mines,  and  the  miners  in  these  mines  would 
not  be  affected  by  the  shot  firers  in  any  case. 
Nearly  every  one  thought  that  it  was  going  to 
be  a  ‘‘walk  over”  for  the  operators  and  that  the 
miners  would  almost  unanimously  vote  to  pay 
the  shot  firers  and  go  to  work  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Since  the  general  attitude  of  the  miners 
is  not  the  same  as  that  of  the  Mount  Olive  and 
Staunton  and  Springfield  districts,  the  chances 
are  that  the  present  suspension  will  soon  end. 
A  great  many  industries  have  their  last  shovel- 
full  of  coal  in  sight  and  are  beginning  to  get 
nervous. 

It  is  strange  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
demand  appears  good  and,  with  the  mines  all 
shut  down,  that  the  price  of  coal  is  no  higher 
than  it  was  last  October.  A  few  cars  of  Illinois 
lump  that  was  still  on  track  today  changed  hands 
at  price  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

Anthracite  coal  is  moving  in  fair  quantities, 
though  buying  is  not  as  free  as  in  former  years. 
Dealers  in  general  seem  to  be  holding  off  and 
buying  only  for  present  requirements. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Chas.  W.  Gilmore,  of  the  Crescent  Coal  & 
Mining  Company  of  Chicago,  was  in  town  this 
week. 

The  leading  business  men  of  this  city  have 
gotten  together  and  decided  that  there  was  no 
cause  for  the  present  business  depression  except 
pessimism,  and  they  have  therefore  formed  the 
National  Prosperity  Association  of  St.  Louis, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  keep  the  dinner  pail 
full ;  to  keep  the  pay  car  going ;  to  keep  the  fac¬ 
tory  busy;  to  keep  the  workmen  employed;  to 
keep  the  present  wages  up.  They  aim  to  hasten 
the  recuperation  of  business  to  normal  by  in¬ 
dulging  in  optimistic  talk  and  good  cheer  and 
prosperity.  They  believe  that  now  is  the  psy¬ 
chological  moment  to  give  a  psycological  blow  to 
the  panic.  They  aim  to  get  all  of  the  traveling 
salesmen  in  the  country  to  talk  prosperity  and 
they  believe  that  the  effects  will  be  immediate 
and  great.  B.  F.  Yoakum,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  Frisco  Railway,  is  credited  with 
being  the  father  of  the  movement,  though  E.  C. 
Simmons,  president  of  the  Simmons  Hardware 
Company,  is  chairman  of  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee.  All  of  St.  Louis’  leading  merchants  and 
bankers  are  members  of  the  association. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  May  7. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — With  the  strike  still  on  in  parts  of  the 
east  and  the  Colorado  miners  and  operators  not 
yet  able  to  reach  an  agreement,  it  seems  that  local 
trade  should  be  stimulated,  at  least  a  little.  But 
such  is  not  the  case. 

This  week  the  lignite  operators  and  miners  who 
have  been  holding  a  conference  for  a  month  will 
probably  get  as  far  down  the  agreement,  which 
they  are  considering,  as  the  scale.  It  is  very  prob¬ 
able  that  they  may  stick  here  for  some  time. 
Lignite  prices  are  weak,  as  are  bituminous.  In 
fact,  trade  is  simply  demoralized,  and  the  outlook, 
from  now  until  thrashing  time,  is  not  very  en¬ 
couraging.  Colorado  railroads  are  still  drawing 
from  their  storage  piles  and  it  looks  as  though 
some  of  these  would  last  well  into  the  summer. 
The  eastern  roads  do  not  seem  to  be  worried 
about  strike  conditions,  for  they  are  taking  less 
coal  from  Colorado  now  than  for  months. 


News  in  Brief. 

On  Sunday  and  Monday  Colorado  was  visited 
by  a  heavy  snow.  It  was  the  heaviest  of  the 
season,  and  every  one  is  rejoicing.  It  assures 
a  good  beet,  grain  and  hay  crop,  and  means  that 
all  reservoirs  will  be  well  filled  with  water.  All 
of  which  means  an  increased  coal  consumption 
later  on. 

Lloyd  &  Walton  will  soon  resume  operations 
at  their  new  coal  mine  In  the  Canon  City  district, 
near  the  Radiant  mine  of  the  Victor  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany.  The  mine  was  closed  down  when  the  panic 
struck  last  October.  Development  work  will  be 
pushed  and  the  property  put  in  shape  for  a  large 
output  next  fall. 

The  Colorado  Capitol  Coal  Company  now  has 
its  new  mine  in  operation  at  Lafayette.  The  equip¬ 
ment  is  thoroughly  up-to-date  and  can  handle  a 
large  output.  The  coal  is  of  the  same  quality 
and  appearance  as  the  Parkdale  and  Standard. 
The  Burlington  Railway  has  laid  tracks  to  the 
mine. 

The  Sunnyside  Coal  Mining  Company  is  out 
with  an  announcement,  advising  that  on  May  17 
it  will  resume  the  sale  of  its  “Sunnyside”  coal. 
The  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Company  has  han¬ 
dled  it  for  the  last  two  years.  The  Sunnyside 
Coal  Mining  Company  now  has  four  men  on  the 
road  and  is  covering  the  territory  thoroughly. 

The  Western  Coal  &  Selling  Company,  which 
has  succeeded  to  the  business  of  H.  C.  Harmon 
of  Colorado  Springs,  has  opened  a  Denver  office 
at  No.  316  McPhee  building  with  P.  K.  Harmon 
in  charge  as  general  sales  agent.  He  was  with 
the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Company  for  several 
years  and  has  hosts  of  friends  all  over  the  terri¬ 
tory.  H.  C.  Harmon  is  president  of  the  new 
company,  which  speaks  well  for  its  success. 
“Hal”  will  continue  to  reside  in  Colorado  Springs 
and  look  after  both  the  wholesale  and  retail  part 
of  their  business  in  that  city. 


Idle  Railway  Cars. 

Commenting  upon  the  375,000  idle  cars  re¬ 
ported  on  the  15th  of  last  month,  a  prominent 
financier  says: 

“When  you  take  into  consideration  that  the 
railroads  last  year  added  in  the  neighborhood 
of  200,000  new  cars  to  their  equipment,  the 
number  of  idle  cars  at  the  present  time  does 
not  look  so  large.  In  1906  there  was  also  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  idle  cars,  so 
we  might  figure  that  there  are  about  as  many 
active  cars  at  the  present  time  as  there  were 
in  1905. 

“When  the  crops  are  ready  to  be  moved  we 
will  need  many  of  these  idle  cars.  Then  again, 
there  has  been  a  delay  in  bringing  down  iron 
ore  from  the  lake  districts.  The  steel  corpora¬ 
tion,  for  example,  has  made  no  move  to  add 
to  its  ore  supplies,  but  will  do  so  before  many 
weeks  have  elapsed.  This  will  also  bring  into 
use  many  inactive  cars.  On  one  railroad  two- 
thirds  of  its  idle  cars  are  badly  in  need  of  re¬ 
pairs,  and  many  other  roads  are  in  the  same 
position.  These  repairs  will  naturally  increase 
the  demand  for  certain  classes  of  material. 

“A  resumption  of  the  coal  mines  in  the  West 
will  also  take  many  idle  cars  from  the  side¬ 
tracks.” 
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Kansas  City  Market. 

Miners  And  Operators  Agree  Upon  Four 
Out  of  Twenty-nine  Points 
at  Isesue. 

Kansas  City,  May  7. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Four  of  the  twenty-nine  sections  of  the 
contract  submitted  by  the  Coal  Operators’  As¬ 
sociation  have  been  accepted  by  the  sub-commit¬ 
tee  of  miners  and  operators  in  session  here.  The 
arbitration  clause  over  which  the  greatest  dis¬ 
cussion  took  place  being  now  out  of  the  way, 
the  other  sections  are  of  minor  importance.  To¬ 
day  the  sections  referring  to  physicians,  provi¬ 
sions  for  injured  miners  and  discharging  miners 
were  agreed  upon  by  both  sides.  The  section 
relating  to  the  regulation  of  explosives  to  be 
used  was  under  consideration  when  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  was  taken.  The  operators  contend  that 
powerful  explosives  of  the  kind  recently  used 
produced  smaller  lumps  than  desired  and  also 
produce  more  slack. 

Shortly  before  the  settlement  of  the  arbitra¬ 
tion  problem,  T.  L.  Lewis,  president  of  the  LTnited 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  gave  out  an  interest¬ 
ing  interview. 

“The  coal  miners  are  opposed  to  arbitration,” 
he  said.  “It  is  a  fad.  In  the  opinion  of  miners, 
based  upon  experience,  arbitration  as  exempli¬ 
fied  by  the  selection  of  a  third  party  to  a  dis¬ 
pute,  who  is  supposed  to  be  impartial  but  who 
knows  nothing  about  the  question  in  dispute, 
never  settled  permanently  any  labor  controversy 
or  any  other  difficulty.  When  the  faddists  get 
through  proposing  things  the  men  who  have  the 
cold  proposition  to  present  will  begin.  I  look 
for  an  early  settlement  of  the  suspension  in  the 
southwest.” 

Tn  the  event  of  a  complete  severing  of  nego¬ 
tiations  between  the  miners  and  operators — a  con¬ 
tingency  hardly  possible  now — the  state  board  of 
arbitration  may  step  into  the  breach  and  attempt 
to  bring  about  an  agreement. 

Ford  A.  Allen,  a  member  of  the  state  board  of 
arbitration,  has  the  necessary  legal  papers  to 
force  a  hearing  before  that  board.  He  intends 
to  serve  these  papers  should  the  negotiations  be 
broken  off.  The  whole  matter  then  would  reach 
Governor  Folk,  whose  instructions  would  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  board. 

James  Hoye,  of  Fort  Scott,  representing  the 
Operators’  Association,  held  a  meeting  here  yes¬ 
terday,  at  which  an  effort  was  made  to  have  the 
fifteen  or  twenty  small  mine  operators  become 
members  of  the  Operators’  Association.  The 
meeting  was  called  because  of  a  rumor  that 
gained  circulation  to  the  effect  that  the  small 
operators  were  about  to  agree  to  the  terms  de¬ 
manded  by  the  striking  miners  and  resume  opera¬ 
tions.  The  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Company 
is  the  largest  concern  operating  at  Coal  Hill, 
and  it  is  said  that  this  company  was  instrumental 
in  getting  the  organizer  on  the  grounds.  He 
was  successful  in  getting  all  but  two  of  the  minor 
companies  to  join  the  association. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  7. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — It’s  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody 
good. 

The  fact  that  the  Illinois  miners  and  operators 
have  been  unable  to  reach  an  agreement  is  bene¬ 
fiting  the  operators  of  Indiana  to  the  extent  that 
they  are  opening  up  a  new  market  for  their 
their  coal  in  St.  Louis.  During  the  last  ten 
days  many  Indiana  ,mines  have  been  operated  at 
canacitv  to  fill  orders  from  St.  Louis  that  ordi¬ 
narily  would  have  gone  to  the  Illinois  field  if 
the  operators  there  had  been  in  shape  to  fill 
them. 

The  operators  in  the  extreme  southern  portion 
of  the  state  are  getting  out  all  the  coal  they 
can  for  St.  Louis.  They  are  getting  $1.25  for 
run-of-mine  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  They  have  a 
freight  rate  of  fifty-seven  cents  a  ton  to  St. 
Louis  that  enables  them  to  get  more  for  their 
coal  than  the  operators  of  the  central 
Indiana  fields.  Many  operators  in  the  latter, 
however,  are  getting  $1.10  to  $1.15  for  mine-run 
for  the  St.  Louis  trade.  Their  freight  rate  is 
$1  a  ton.  The  demand  from  St.  Louis  buyers 


has  caused  the  trade  to  pick  up  in  this  state  and 
operators  are  more  optimistic  than  they  were. 

The  Indiana  business  is  beginning  to  pick  up 
a  little,  but  it  will  hardly  reach  the  normal  stage 
until  after  the  November  elections.  The  prices 
are  about  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  the 
last  two  months. 

The  retailers  here  report  a  fair  business  at 
prices  that  are  about  as  low  as  they  will  be  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer. 


News  in  Brief. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  as 
follows:  New  Cedar  Creek  Gas  &  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  an  organization  of  St.  Louis  capitalists, 
formed  to  take  over  the  old  Winslow  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  properties  in  Pike  county.  The  capitaliza¬ 
tion  is  $150,000:  directors,  Wilbur  M.  Myers, 
Thos.  A.  Bell,  M.  R.  Clartrand,  St.  Louis.  The 
Mecca  Coal  Company,  of  Mecca,  capital  $12,000 ; 
directors,  Fred  Armstrong,  Clyde  Riggs,  A.  L. 
Allais,  Otis  Armstrong,  Edward  Allais. 

The  Southern  Indiana  Railroad  Company  has 
filed  a  petition  in  the  circuit  court  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ind.,  to  enjoin  the  Indiana  railroad  com¬ 
mission  from  setting  aside  the  order  the  road 
issued  for  an  increase  of  five  cents  a  ton  in  the 
joint  freight  rate  on  coal  between  it  and  the 
Big  Four.  The  Southern  Indiana  alleges  that 
the  railroad  commission  was  without  authority 
to  take  the  action  it  did. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  May  7. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Lake  traffic  has  not  yet  opened  up,  al¬ 
though  there  are  a  number  of  large  boats  already 
loaded  which  have  been  hanging  in  the  harbor 
for  several  days  waiting  for  orders  to  clear.  It 
is  not  thought  that  lake  shipments  will  open  up 
in  earnest  until  about  the  first  of  June.  Some 
small  boats  are  being  sent  up  the  river  with  small 
cargoes  and  large  boats  are  being  loaded  nearly 
every  dav,  all  of  which  lends  the  assurance  that 
there  will  be  some  business  a  little  later  on. 

Dealers  report  some  improvement  in  trade  re¬ 
cently,  but  for  the  most  part  it  is  very  quiet. 
Most  of  the  selling  is  done  for  future  delivery, 
and  this  is  an  extremely  uncertain  and  unsatis¬ 
factory  line  of  business  at  this  time,  as  even  the 
best  informed  hesitate  before  guessing  what  the 
future  will  bring  forth.  While  some  of  the  fac¬ 
tories  are  increasing  their  orders  slightly,  others 
are  reducing  their  consumption  and  there  is  lit¬ 
tle  change  in  the  final  result.  There  is  still  con¬ 
siderable  coal  left  over  from  stocks  laid  in  be¬ 
fore  the  suspension.  Many  of  the  mines  are  not 
operating  at  all,  some  are  running  about  two  or 
three  davs  a  week,  and  the  best  are  scarcely  ex¬ 
ceeding  half  time. 

The  retail  trade  has  been  very  brisk  for  the 
nast  two  weeks,  but  the  dealers  realize  that  a  few 
davs  of  warm  sunny  weather  will  work  havoc 
with  this  source  of  profit.  Retail  prices  made  the 
usual  annual  cut  on  the  1st  of  May,  quotations 
averaging  about  fifty  cents  lower  than  the  former 
price  lists. 


New  Plant  Operated. 

The  blocking  Valley  Railroad  Company  put  its 
new  McMyler  car  dump  in  commission  on  May 
2nd  by  loading  the  steamer  City  of  Mount  Clem¬ 
ens  with  coal  for  the  account  of  the  Toledo  Fuel 
Company.  This  machine  is  of  the  latest  type, 
made  bv  the  McMvler  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  replaces  the  old  Brown  hoist  at  the  foot  of 
Buffalo  street.  Tt  will  handle  the  new  fifty-ton 
cars  adopted  bv  the  railroad  company  as  well 
as  all  open  cars  of  any  size  or  type.  The  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  new  loading  plant  ends  a  long  con¬ 
troversy  with  the  citv  of  Toledo  on  account  of 
the  lapping  of  the  Brown  hoist  on  to  Buffalo 
street.  The  courts  had  ordered  the  railway  com¬ 
pany  to  take  down  that  part  of  the  machinery 
which  stood  on  the  street,  but  a  truce  was  ar¬ 
ranged  until  the  railway  company  was  ready  to 
entirely  remove  the  old  machinery. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

A  number  of  consignments  of  coal  have  been 
made  by  T.  W.  Copelin  to  various  California 
points  recently.  Several  cars  were  sent  out  last 
week. 


W.  P.  Hubbs  was  called  to  Detroit  on  business 
today. 

E.  O.  Roberts  of  the  Roberts  Coal  Company, 
Jackson,  Ohio,  made  a  Toledo  visit  this  week 
Tuesday. 

C.  O.  Miniger  was  called  to  Columbus  on  busi¬ 
ness  connected  with  the  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  today. 

C.  S.  Binns,  vice  president  of  the  Capital  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  of  Columbus,  was  in  the  city 
on  business  recently. 

John  M.  Taylor  of  the  firm  of  Taylor,  Wil¬ 
liams  &  Co.,  Columbus,  was  in  the  city  on  Mon¬ 
day,  getting  a  line  on  the  trade. 

W.  C.  Clark,  representing  the  Ohio  &  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Coal  Company,  came  down  from  Detroit 
today  to  do  business  with  Toledo  coal  men. 

I.  W.  Copelin  will  leave  the  last  of  the  week 
on  a  business  trip  to  Harrisburg  and  New  York. 
He  will  return  the  middle  of  next  week. 

Several  cargoes  of  West  Virginia  splint  coal 
were  moved  from  here  last  week  to  St.  Clair 
river  points.  They  were  all  small  consignments. 

W.  P.  Rice,  president  of  the  Alma  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Wellston,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  Mon¬ 
day  on  business  and,  incidentally,  calling  on  old 
friends. 

A.  Brenboltz,  president  of  the  General  West¬ 
ern  Fuel  Company,  came  up  from  Columbus  re¬ 
cently  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  his  com¬ 
pany  in  this  city. 

The  Cannelton  Coal  Company  has  recently 
landed  some  good  lake  business  and  shipments 
have  already  begun.  One  cargo  comprising  850 
tons  was  shipped  from  here  last  week  and  an¬ 
other  of  a  similar  amount  is  expected  to  clear 
from  here  today. 

E.  T.  Jones,  of  the  Jones  Coal  Company,  of 
Jackson,  Ohio,  was  a' business  visitor  last  week. 
Mr.  Jones  has  the  distinction  of  having  opened 
the  first  mine  in  the  Jackson  district,  about  the 
year  1877.  He  is  still  actively  engaged  in  coal 
operations  in  that  section. 


Louisville  Market. 


Louisville,  Kv.,  May  7. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— "No  new  developments  in  the  southern 
coal  trade  can  be  chronicled  for  the  week. 
The  market  for  nut  and  slack  has  been  greatly 
demoralized,  while  the  demand  for  domestic  coal 
for  yarding  continues  rather  better  than  was  an¬ 
ticipated  sixty  days  ago.  Many  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  and  Southern  Railway  opera¬ 
tors  in  the  eastern  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  fields 
continue  to  run  three  to  four  days  per  week. 
The  western  Kentucky  mines  resumed  the  first 
of  the  week.  There  being  no  commercial  de¬ 
mand  for  screened  coal,  Illinois  Central  screen¬ 
ings  are  extremely  scarce  and  there  promises  to 
be  great  difficulty  in  supplying  industries  de¬ 
pendent  on  them. 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee  operators  have  been 
assiduously  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  foothold  in 
the  market  north  of  the  river,  but  so  far  reports 
indicate  that  there  has  been  little  demand  from 
these  points. 


Personal  Mention. 

F.  D.  Wood,  formerly  president  of  the  Tros- 
per  Coal  Company,  who  has  been  in  Louisville 
for  several  days,  was  called  to  Barbourville  on 
business. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Company,  was  in  Louisville  this  week  on  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip. 

J.  G.  O.  Callaghan,  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Cincinnati,  was  a  visitor  in  the  city  this 
week. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 


Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines  east  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  April  25. 
compares  (in  tons)  with  the  corresponding  period 
last  year,  as  follows : 

1908  1907  Decrease 

Week  ended  April  25.  . .  710,960  1,156,476  445,607 

Year  Jan.  1-April  25. .  .14,215,023  18,225,324  4,010,301 
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The  Ohio  Canal. 


Those  Who  Foster  the  Movement  Want 
to  Spend  $60,000,000  for  This 
Waterway. 


A  statement  has  been  given  to  the  public  by 
John  E.  Shaw,  president  of  the  Lake  Erie  & 
Ohio  River  Canal  Company,  which  is  intended 
to  support  the  claim  of  that  organization  for 
governmental  assistance  in  building  this  water¬ 
way.  It  is  intended  that  this  canal  shall  be 
constructed  from  Pittsburgh  up  the  Mahoning 
and  Beaver  rivers  as  far  as  Niles,  Ohio,  a 
distance  of  fifty  miles,  and  then  build  a  canal 
fifty-three  miles  long,  to  connect  with  the 
lake  at  Ashtabula.  President  Shaw  goes  on, 
to  considerable  length,  in  explaining  his  pro¬ 
ject,  declaring,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  will 
establish  a  connecting  link  in  the  system  of 
waterways  that  will  be  1,678  miles  in  length. 

The  integral  parts  of  this  general  waterway 
system  are  to  be  the  Hudson  river  from  New 
York  to  Albany,  a  distance  of  150  miles,  where 
a  depth  of  water  will  be  twelve  feet;  the  Erie 
canal  from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  358  miles,  with 
an  average  of  twelve  feet ;  Lake  Erie  from 
Buffalo  to  Indian  creek,  near  Ashtabula,  Ohio, 
126  miles;  the  Lake  Erie  and  Ohio  river  ship 
canal  from  Indian  creek  to  Beaver,  Pa.,  103 
miles,  with  an  average  depth  of  twelve  feet; 
the  Ohio  river  from  Beaver,  Pa.,  to  Cairo,  Ill., 
941  miles,  with  a  depth  of  nine  feet.  The 
Hudson  river,  of  course,  below  Albany,  does 
not  need  any  further  improvement  and,  natur¬ 
ally,  the  waterway  on  Lake  Erie  is  sufficient. 
The  Erie  canal  between  Buffalo  and  Albany 
is  just  being  improved  at  a  cost  of  $100,000,000 
to  the  state  of  New  York. 

It  is  now  proposed  that  the  waterway  from 
Indian  creek  to  Beaver  shall  be  constructed 
at  a  cost  of  $60,000,000  and  that  the  Ohio 
river  shall  be  canalized  and  given  an  average 
depth  of  nine  feet,  the  year  round,  from 
Beaver,  Pa.,  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  at  a  cost  of  $60,000,- 
000.  This  waterway  project,  for  which  Presi¬ 
dent  Shaw  pleads,  will  cost  the  states  and  na¬ 
tion  $220,000,000  for  the  first  installation,  to 
say  nothing  of  subsequent  cost  of  mainten¬ 
ance  and  improvement.  Various  arguments 
are  used  by  Mr.  Shaw  to  show  that  this  water¬ 
way  is  not  only  a  logical  plan  but  is  one  which 
should  at  least  get  the  sympathies  of  the 
business  interests  and  the  people  in  general, 
because  a  given  commodity  can  be  transported 
seven  miles  by  waterway  at  the  same  cost  it 
would  require  to  haul  it  one  mile  by  the  rail¬ 
roads  of  today. 

These  figures  have  been  so  generally  adopted 
by  experts  on  transportation,  that  it  seems  a 
little  late  to  dispute  any  of  them  now.  How¬ 
ever,  a  difference  in  accounting  seems  to  have 
been  left  out  of  consideration.  The  owners 
of  existing  steam  railways  not  only  have  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  money  invested,  but 
have  to  take  care  of  renewals  out  of  the 
earnings  of  those  lines.  The  charge  for  serv¬ 
ices  on  existing  steam  railways  constitutes 
the  only  tax  upon  the  people  or  the  users  of 
those  arteries  of  traffic.  As  far  as  the  water¬ 
ways  are  concerned  the  interest  on  the  invest¬ 
ment's  paid  by  the  United  States  government. 
The  interest  is  not  paid  by  the  users  of  the 
line  alone,  but  by  the  people  who  submit  to 
be  taxed  by  the  United  States  government  for 
the  maintenance  of  these  waterways.  If  the 
cost  of  renewals  and  the  interest  on  the  money 
were  charged  into  the  cost  of  transportation 
over  these  artificial  waterways  possibly  condi¬ 
tions  might  not  be  so  greatly  in  favor  of  the 
government  maintained  arteries  of  traffic. 

Matters  of  this  kind  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  when  planning  an  outlay  of  this 
character  by  the  government,  even  though  the 
improvement  in  question  would  be  a  very  sat¬ 
isfactory  thing  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
business  men  who  have  to  use  such  a  water¬ 
way.  The  local  plea  in  favor  of  this  Ohio 
river  and  Lake  Erie  canal  is  sufficient  to  war¬ 
rant  its  creation,  without  the  expenditure  of 
any  governmental  money,  and  its  maintenance 
as  a  strictly  private  enterprise.  The  following 
is  a  paragraph  taken  from  President  Shaw’s 
address: 
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“The  tonnage  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  in 
1906  was  123,000,000  tons,  of  which  114,000,000 
tons  are  by  rail  and  9,000,000  tons  by  river. 
The  tonnage  of  the  entire  Ohio  river  in  1906 
was,  up  stream,  2,289,911  tons,  and  down 
stream,  10,473,745  tons,  or  a  total  of  13,163,656 
tons.  In  1906  the  Monongahela  river  carried 
11,498,855  tons.  The  above  is  the  tonnage 
movement  at  the  river  end  of  the  canal. 

“At  the  lake  end  of  the  canal  the  tonnage 
movement  on  the  great  lakes  for  1906  was 
75,610,690  tons.  Between  the  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict  on  the  upper  Ohio  river  and  Lake  Erie 
on  the  route  of  the  canal,  there  is  an  annual 
tonnage  by  rail  of  60,000,000  tons,  of  which 
in  1906  46,914,067  tons  (nearly  eighty  per  cent) 
was  ore,  coal  and  coke.  Over  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  total  through  the  Detroit  river,  con¬ 
necting  the  upper  and  lower  lakes,  is  ore  com¬ 
ing  south  to  the  furnaces  of  the  Pittsburgh 
district  and  on  the  canal  route,  and  coal  going 
north  from  the  Pittsburgh  district  and  West 
Virginia  subject  to  transfer  at  Lake  Erie 
ports  and  rail  to  and  from  Lake  Erie. 

“The  lake  tonnage,  as  also  the  intermediate 
tonnage  between  lake  and  river,  has  doubled 
every  eight  to  ten  years  in  the  last  thirty  years 
and  this  fact  has  led  the  most  experienced  rail¬ 
way  man  of  the  age,  James  J.  Hill,  to  point 
out  the  impossibility  of  railroad  development 
meeting  transportation  demands  and  to  advo¬ 
cate,  through  his  broad-minded  policy,  the  im¬ 
mediate  development  and  improvement  of  our 
internal  waterways.  If,  then,  the  density  of 
tonnage  movement  claims  first  attention  in 
the  national  plan  of  waterway  development, 
the  Lake  Erie  and  Ohio  river  ship  canal  is 
located  at  and  directly  between  the  points 
where  moves  the  greatest  tonnage  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  and  a  class  and  character  of  ton¬ 
nage  that  is  most  economically  moved  by  a 
waterway.” 


To  Avoid  Roof  Falls 


Carl  Scholz,  president  of  the  Rock  Island  Coal 
Company,  has  just  installed  a  new  device  in  his 
mines  which,  while  exceedingly  simple,  promises 
to  have  very  definite  and  beneficial  results  upon 
operation. 

Mr.  Scholz  says  that  something  like  forty-seven 
per  cent  of  the  mine  disasters  in  the  last  few 
years  have  been  caused  not  by  explosions  or 
noxious  eases,  but  by  fall  of  the  roof.  This,  of 
course,  is  brought  about  in  half  a  dozen  different 
wavs,  but  Mr.  Scholz  believes  that  it  can  be  sim¬ 
plified  very  materially.  He  believes  in  tackling 
this  problem  first  and  finding  a  solution  before 
making  any  endeavor  to  settle  some  of  the  other 
problems,  such  as  the  progress  of  ventilating  sys¬ 
tems  and  laying  of  the  dust.  As  a  first  move  to¬ 
ward  preventing  a  fall  of  roof  Mr.  Scholz  has 
supplied  all  of  his  mine  foremen  with  a  small 
hammer  attached  to  a  handle  about  2J^  feet  long. 
The  hammer  is  double  headed  and  is  about  four 
inches  in  length.  The  whole  thing  acts  as  a  cane 
under  ordinary  circumstances  but  is  a  very  ef¬ 
fective  tool  for  the  mine*  foreman  to  have.  On 
entering  a  working  place  he  can  with  it  sound 
the  sides,  and  the  roof  to  see  where  any  loose 
material  is  located  that  is  likely  to  fall.  When 
these  places  are  discovered  he  can  very  readily 
provide  that  thev  he  braced  and  thus  minimize 
the  danger  of  a  falling  roof  and,  consequently,  re¬ 
duce  the  recurring  accidents. 

Mr.  Scholz  borrowed  this  idea  from  Germany, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  miner,  mine  fore¬ 
man,  mine  superintendent,  etc.  Over  there  they 
are  great  on  insignias  of  office.  The  mine  fore¬ 
man  has  a  hammer  of  one  kind,  the  mine  super¬ 
intendent  of  a  slightly  different  kind  and  each 
office  is  denoted  by  a  slightly  different  character 
of  an  implement.  Moreover,  the  mine  officers 
all  have  uniforms  which  display  their  station. 
Upon  looking  over  a  man  as  you  meet  him  in 
the  mine  or  upon  the  roads  outside  the  mine,  it 
is  very  easy  to  tell  at  a  glance  what  position  he 
holds  by  the  kind  of  hammer  he  has  with  him. 
Mr.  Scholz  considers  the  mine  hammer  which  he 
has  introduced  into  his  mines  as  a  kind  of  em¬ 
blem  of  office  which  will  denote  the  mine  fore¬ 
men  as  soon  as  they  are  encountered.  He  has 
had  a  number  of  them  made  and  has  given  one 
to  each  of  his  foremen  as  trying  to  teach  them 
to  make  inspections  of  the  roof  instinctively  when 


they  enter  a  working  place.  He  believes  that  a 
simple  matter  of  this  kind  will  do  more  to  mini¬ 
mize  the  number  of  lives  lost  in  a  mine  than 
possibly  any  other  thing  now  being  attempted  by 
the  coal  industry  generally. 


To  Prevent  Boiler  Scale. 


It  is  seldom  that  information  regarding  the 
cause  and  formation  of  boiler  scale,  its  effects 
and  the  best  means  of  its  prevention,  are  more 
clearly  presented  than  in  the  following  ex¬ 
tract  from  a  report  rendered  some  time  since 
by  Arthur  D.  Little,  chemist,  of  Boston,  to 
one  of  his  clients : 

“All  water,  especially  surface  waters,  contain 
more  or  less  mineral  matter  in  solution  which 
remains  in  the  boiler  as  an  encrustation  when 
the  water  is  boiled  away  or  converted  into 
steam.  The  mineral  ingredients  most  com¬ 
monly  found  in  water  and  which  cause  the 
formation  of  boiler  scale  are  the  salts  of  cal¬ 
cium  and  magnesium.  When  the  water  is  con¬ 
verted  into  steam  these  substances  gradually 
separate  out  from  the  solution  in  the  form  of 
deposits  and  coat  the  inner  surface  of  the 
boiler  with  scale. 

“Scale  formation  is  detrimental  in  several 
ways.  It  is  a  non-conductor  of  heat  and  the 
fires  must  therefore  be  driven  harder  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  same  results.  The  water  becomes 
separated  from  the  boiler  plates  and  these 
latter  become  overheated  and  are  generally 
burned  out.  The  tubes  and  feedpipes  of  the 
boiler  become  more  or  less  clogged  and  con¬ 
sequently  become  less  efficient.  Some  of  the 
scale-forming  ingredients,  especially  mag¬ 
nesium  chloride,  also  exert  a  corrosive  action 
upon  the  iron. 

“The  aim  of  a  boiler  compound  is  to  con¬ 
vert  these  substances  into  insoluble  compounds 
which  settle,  in  the  form  of  sludge  or  mud  and 
can  be  removed  from  the  boiler  by  blowing 
or  washing. 

“We  could  prepare  a  list  of  nearly  two 
hundred  materials  which  are  known  to  have 
been  used  for  boiler  cleaning  purposes,  but 
there  are  only  four  of  these  which  are  worthy 
of  mention.  They  are:  Soda  ash,  or  sodium 
carbonate,  caustic  soda,  tannin,  kerosene. 

“Soda  ash  is  an  alkali  and  will  neutralize 
any  acid  in  the  water,  and  also  precipitate 
salts  of  lime,  magnesia,  iron  and  alumina, 
in  the  form  of  soft  sludge  which  can  be  easily 
removed  when  the  boiler  is  cleaned. 

“Caustic  soda  is  also  an  alkali  and  neutral¬ 
izes  acids  and  aids  in  the  precipitation  of  the 
various  salts. 

“Kerosene  is  used  in  connection  with  the 
above  to  prevent  foaming  or  priming. 

“Tannin  is  also  used  to  prevent  foaming  or 
priming,  and  will  precipitate  certain  mineral 
matters,  although  it  is  not  so  efficient  in  this 
respect  as  soda  ash  or  caustic  soda.” 


Foreign  Freight  Rates 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

The  majority  of  steamers  that  are  taking  coal 
from  this  country  to  foreign  ports  at  present  are 
boats  tendered  on  contracts,  and  the  few  char¬ 
ters  that  were  effected  within  the  week  have 
not  been  reported.  As  a  large  number  of  steam¬ 
ers  are  leaving  the  States  for  home  ports  to 
lay  up,  as  owners  cannot  afford  to  run  them  at 
current  rates,  the  indications  are  that  there  will 
be  less  available  tonnage  in  the  near  future. 

We  quote:  $1.10  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ;  $1.50 
to  $1.60  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.35  to  Cienftie- 
gos;  $1.40  to  $1.50  to  Daiquiri;  $1.35  to  $1.45  to 
Santiago  or  Guantanamo ;  $1.40  to  Colon ; 

$1.60  to  $1.70  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.55 
to  $1.65  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.30  to  $1.35  to  St.  Thom¬ 
as;  $1.65  to  $1.70  to  Barbadoes;  $1.25  to  $1.30 
to  Kingston;  $1.05  to  $1.10  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao; 
$2.15  to  $2.25  to  Demerara ;  $1.50  to  $1.60  to 
Bermuda;  $1.30  to  $1.35  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.30  to 
$1.35  to  Tampico  ($2.20  to  $2.25  to  Tampico  on 
coke);  11s  6d  to  12s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  12s  to 
13s  to  Rosario;  12s  to  13s  to  Rio;  13s  to  14s  to 
Santos;  10s  to  10s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Ttaly,  Spain  excluded;  $4.00  to  $4.25  and  dis¬ 
charged,  to  Manila;  $4.25  to  $4.50  and  dis¬ 
charged,  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Late  Financial  News. 


Crow’s  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co. 

The  full  report  of  the  Crow’s  Nest  Pass  Coal 
Company  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 
1907,  is  issued.  The  general  balance  sheet  as 
of  December  31,  1907,  compares  as  follows: 


ASSETS. 

1907  1906  1905 


,M  IllCb)  lV-cll  LoldlCj  jlldl  I  Ij 

etc  . $5,977,012  $5,481,323  $5,374,645 

Cash  .  1,328  10,520  13,773 

Accounts  received .  455,427  423,495  616,803 

Section  owned .  691,297  578,297  328,297 


Total . $7,125,064  $6,493,635  $6,333,518 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital  stock . $3,716,280  $3,500,000  $3,500,000 

Bills  payable .  476,714  536,787  367,770 

Dividends  payable .  91,069  87,500  87,500 

P  &  L  surplus .  381,400  353,592  351,801 

Reserve  fund .  2,124,420  1,800,000  1,800,000 

Accounts  payable .  335,181  215,756  226,347 


Total . $7,125,064  $6,493,635  $6,333,518 


President  G.  G.  S.  Lindsey  says: 

“The  coal  mined  this  year  amounts  to  981,- 
939  tons,  as  against  806,901  tons  mined  in 
1906;  production  of  coke  231,368  tons,  as 
against  213,295  tons.  But  for  a  strike  during 
April  and  the  action  of  the  smelters  in  raising 
wages,  and  so  depriving  us  of  our  coke-oven 
men  in  mid-summer,  and  then  for  the  most 
part  shutting  down  their  mines  and  smelters 
for  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  because 
they  could  not  operate  under  the  new  wage 
scale,  the  output  would  have  over-reached 
considerably  the  million-ton  mark  for  the  year. 

‘‘‘The  cost  of  mining  and  coke-making  during 
1907  was  increased  greatly  by  reason  of  the 
advance  in  wages  to  miners,  the  irregular  work¬ 
ing  of  the  men,  the,  at  times,  scarcity  of  labor, 
the  expense  of  securing  new  miners,  the  higher 
prices  paid  for  all  materials  used,  the  heavy 
Increase  in  freight  rates,  the  larger  cost  of 
compensation  for  injuries  to  workmen  and  the 
extremely  severe  weather  during  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year.  Besides,  a  fluctuating  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  involved  pressing  the  mines  at 
times  for  tonnage,  which  had  the  inevitable 
influence  of  raising  the  cost.  Tnese  conditions 
were  the  most  unfavorable  in  the  history  of 
the  comoany.” 


Norfolk  &  Western  Railway. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Norfolk  & 


Western  Railway  Company  for  March  and  for 


nine  months  compares 

as  follows: 

March 

1908 

1907 

Miles  operated . 

1,877 

1,876 

Darnings  . 

$2,059,373.22 

$2,777,454.72 

Operating  expensed . 

$1,253,900.19 

$1,773,758.56 

Net  earnings . 

$  805,473.03 

$1,003,696.16 

Deduct  fixed  charges  and 

taxes  . 

440,726.67 

401,873.33 

Surplus  . 

$  364,746.36 

$  601,822.83 

Proportion  of  expenses  to 

gross  earnings . 

61% 

64% 

Nine  Months — 

Average  miles  operated . 

1  877 

1,876 

Earnings — 

Passenger,  mail  and  express. $  3,840,087.48 

$  3,715,932.88 

Freight  . 

18,968,647.44 

19,145,243.32 

Total  earnings . . . 

$22,808,734.92 

$22,861,176.20 

Operating  Expenses — 

Maintenance  of  way  and 

structures  . 

$  2,764,312.16 

$  2,975,951.89 

Maintenance  of  equipment.. 

3,853,748.48 

3,865,554.58 

Traffic  expenses . 

357,680.40 

375,692.16 

Conducting  transportation... 

7,415,003.74 

6,780,923.98 

General  expenses . 

449,619.37 

414,496.71 

Total  expenses . 

$14,840,364.15 

$14,412,619.32 

•Net  earnings . 

7,968,370.77 

8,448,556.88 

Deduct  fixed  charges  and 

taxes  . 

3,929,299.97 

3,478,748.88 

Surplus  . 

$  4,039,070.80 

$  4,969,808.00 

Proportion  of  expenses  to 

gross  earnings . . 

65% 

63% 

New  York  Central. 

Statement  of  earnings,  expenses  and  net  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  roads  making  up  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  lines  for  month  of  March  has  been  issued. 
For  purposes  of  comparison  with  the  previous 
year  these  figures  are  compiled  on  the  same  basis 
as  heretofore,  and  differ  from  those  reported  to 


the  Interstate  Commerce 

Commission 

under  the 

new  methods  of  accounting : 

1908 

Increase 

New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River — 

Gross  earnings . 

$7,116,621.99 

*$697,540.67 

Expenses  . 

5,633,960.16 

*814,947.63 

Net  earnings  . 

$1,482,661.83 

$117,406.96 

— Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern — 

Gross  earnings  . 

$3,289,940.73 

*$410,753.51 

Expenses  . 

2,379,065.63 

*419,569.82 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  910,875.10 

$  8,816.31 

Lake  Erie  &  Western — 

Gross  earnings . 

$  355,179.92 

*$  50,219.69 

Expenses  . 

305,896.87 

*14,467.72 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  49,283.05 

*$  35,751.97 

Chicago  Indiana  &  Southern 

— 

Gross  earnings  . 

.$  266,847.34 

*$  4,608.68 

Expenses  . . 

171,833.52 

1,561.14 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  95,013.82 

*$  6,169.82 

New  York  Chicago  &  St.  Louis— 

Gross  earnings  . 

.$  889,840.32 

*$  68,845.44 

Expenses  . 

662,096.21 

*105,945.79 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  227,744.11 

$  37,100.35 

Michigan  Central — 

Gross  earnings  . 

.$2,081,381.50 

*$269,322.71 

Expenses  . 

.  1,654,783.27 

*290,953.61 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  426,598.23 

$  21,630.90 

Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis- 

Gross  earnings  . 

.$1,911,079.23 

*$103,442.25 

Expenses  . 

.  1,544,185.98 

*124,596.86 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  366,893.25 

$  21,154.61 

Peoria  &  Eastern — 

Gross  earnings  . 

.$  210,935.45 

*$  20,935.02 

Expenses  . 

.  202,764.52 

18,435.07 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  8,170.93 

*$  39,370.09 

Cincinnati  Northern — 

Gross  earnings  . 

.  $  71,546.05 

*$  5,039.70 

Expenses  . 

48,306.25 

*55,045.99 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  23,239,80 

*$  50,006.29 

Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie — 

Gross  earnings  . 

.$  779,612.18 

*$297,435.32 

Expenses  . 

610,218.23 

222,227.09 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  169,393.95 

*$  75,208.23 

Rutland — 

Gross  earnings  . 

.$  208,995.48 

*$  12,905.63 

Expenses  . 

160,597.23 

*5,807.69 

Net  earnings  . 

.$  48,398.25 

*$  7,097.94 

Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company. 


The  financial  statement  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  Company  for  March  and  nine  months 
has  been  issued.  It  follows: 


March — 

Total  operating  revenue.. 
Total  operating  expenses. 


1908. 

$  2,315,894.12 
1,579,141.57 


1907. 

$  2,976,315.27 
1,845,088.65 


Net  operating  revenue. $ 
Taxes  . 


736,752.55 

94,300.00 


1,131,226.62 

94,300.00 


Operating  income  . $  642,452.55 

Nine  months  ended  March  31 — 

Total  operating  revenue. ..  .$26,557,849.22 
Total  operating  expenses. .  .  17,467.494.62 


$  1,036,926.62 

$26,031,009.38 

16,261,368.26 


Net  operating  revenue.. $  9,090,354.60  $  9,769,641.12 

Taxes  .  848,700.00  584,700.00 


Operating  income  . $  8,241,654.60  $  9,184,941.12 

In  submitting  the  earnings  and  expenses  for  the  month 
of  March,  as  well  as  for  the  nine  months  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  figures  for  corresponding  periods  of  the 
previous  fiscal  years  are  also  given.  For  the  purpose  of 
comparison,  these  latter  figures  have  ueen  restated  to 
accord  with  the  new  classification  ordered  by  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  which  became  effective  July  1, 
1907.  The  comparison,  however,  is  misleading  in  some 
respects,  as  the  commission,  among  other  changes,  has 
ordered  discontinued  the  method  heretofore  employed  of 
charging  to  expenses  from  time  to  time  the  cost  of  new 
locomotives  or  cars  necessary  to  maintain  the  equipment, 
and  instead  has  directed  a  monthly  charge  to  expenses  for 
depreciation,  beginning  with  the  .month  of  July,  1907. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following 
statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  April  25,  and 
previously  during  the  year: 


Week  April  25,  1908 . 

Corresponding  week  in  1907... 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 

Corresponding  period  in  1907.. 

Broad 

Top 

8,081 

20,498 

203,551 

.333,152 

Cumber¬ 

land 

6,611 

14,463 

119,016 

248,694 

Total 

14,693 

34,961 

322,568 

581,846 

14,693 

Decrease  for  week . 

20,267 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date.. 

322,568 

Decrease  to  date . 

259,278 

J.  G.  Ross  An  Inspector. 


Official  announcement  is  made  by  James  W. 
Paul,  chief  of  the  department  of  mines  of  West 
Virginia,  that  John  G.  Ross  has  been  made  his 
office  and  field  assistant. 

Mr.  Ross  has  had  practical  and  theoretical 
training  in  coal  mining,  being  a  graduate  of 
the  engineering  department  of  the  West  Virginia. 
State  University  and  of  Columbia  University, 
New  York,  and  has  made  coal  mining  and  mine 
explosions  the  subject  of  special  inquiry  and 
study,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
department  may  be  advanced  through  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  his  services  with  the  injection  of  such 
new  vigor  as  he  may  possess.  Mr.  Ross  will 
be  confined  principally  to  office  work  during 
the  absence  of  the  chief  and  at  times  will  be 
detailed  to  do  special  field  work. 

In  the  absence  of  sufficient  funds  for  the 
proper  execution  of  the  functions  of  the  de¬ 
partment,  the  governor  has  kindly  volunteered 
to  lend  the  financial  aid  necessary  for  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  this  additional  service. 

Within  the  month  of  May  the  department 
will  begin  the  issuance  of  a  monthly  bulletin 
which  will  have  for  its  purpose  the  dissemina¬ 
tion  of  instructions  issued  to  the  inspectors; 
the  reports  on  accidents  occurring  at  and  with¬ 
in  the  mines;  a  review  of  the  condition  of  the 
mines  as  inspected  and  reported  upon  by  the 
inspectors;  the  number  and  nature  of  prose¬ 
cutions  had  by  the  department;  opinions  of  the 
attorney  general,  and,  in  short,  to  make  public 
the  condition  of  the  mining  industry  within 
the  state  with  the  view  of  the  betterment  of 
conditions  within  the  mines,  and  securing  co¬ 
operation  in  the  observance  of  the  mine  laws. 
These  bulletins  will  for  the  present  be  given 
general  free  distribution. 


A  New  Export  Dock. 


A  corporation  known  as  the  George  Hall 
Coal  Company  of  Canada,  has  been  organized 
under  the  laws  of  Canada,  to  erect  and  operate 
a  large  coal  handling  and  storage  plant  on  the 
Wellington  basin,  in  Montreal.  President 
Arthur  G.  Yates,  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  & 
Pittsburgh  Railway  Company,  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  is  a  vice-president  and  director  of  the  new 
company,  which  will  handle  Lehigh  Valiev  an¬ 
thracite  and  bituminous  coal  from  the  Reyn- 
oldsville  district. 

The  companv  is  named  for  George  Hall,  of 
Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  head  of  the  George  Hall 
Coal  Company,  of  the  city,  which  is  not  di¬ 
rectly  interested  in  and  has  no  connection  with 
the  new  company  of  the  same  name  in  Can¬ 
ada.  The  first  load  of  coal  taken  out  of 
Charlotte  by  Mr.  Hall  was  shipped  by  Mr. 
Yates  a  few  weeks  less  than  thirty  years  ago, 
and  ever  since  then  the  two  have  been  more 
or  less  closely  associated  in  handling  coal  be¬ 
tween  Charlotte  and  lake  and  St.  Lawrence 
river  ports. 

The  bituminous  coal  of  the  new  company 
will  be  taken  to  Charlotte  over  the  B.,  R.  & 
P.,  and  there  placed  in  boats  belonging  to  the 
coal  fleet  of  the  George  Hall  Transportation 
Company,  on  which  it  will  be  carried  to  Mont¬ 
real.  The  business  of  the  Ontario  Car  Ferry 
Company  will  not  be  affected  by  the  new  ar¬ 
rangement,  but  the  amount  of  coal  shipped 
from  Charlotte  will  probably  be  increased  by 
several  thousand  tons  every  year. 

The  site  owned  by  the  company  on  the 
Wellington  basin  is  230  by  500  feet,  and  was 
acquired  by  the  company  from  the  Canadian 
government.  It  has  dockage  facilities  on  two 
sides,  with  railroads  and  the  public  highway 
on  the  other  two.  The  plant  will  have  a 
storage  capacity  of  75,000  tons,  and  will  cost 
about  $200,000. 

The  board  of  directors  is  constituted  as  fol¬ 
lows:  George  Hall,  Odgensburg;  Arthur  G. 
Yates,  Rochester;  John  Howard,  Ogdensburg; 
E.  R.  Strong,  Odgensburg;  E.  C.  Smith,  St. 
Albans;  George  C.  Foster,  Montreal;  A.  J.  Gor- 
rie,  Montreal. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[May  9 


New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Buying  Holds  Up  Well,  While 
No  Improvement  Can  be  Noted  in 
the  Bituminous  Situation. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  May  7. 

While  the  demand  for  anthracite  is  not  so  brisk 
as  it  was  late  in  April,  the  entire  output  of  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  is  being  taken  care  of.  Moreover,  it 
is  anticipated  that  all  of  the  prepared  sizes  that 
can  be  mined  this  month  will  be  placed.  It  is  not 
expected  that  there  will  be  a  very  great  demand 
for  anthracite  until  toward  the  end  of  the  month, 
when  dealers  will  want  to  take  advantage  of 
the  May  price,  hence  the  companies  are  being 
permitted  to  clean  up  held  over  April  orders. 

Coal  is  coming  forward  more  freely  than  for 
several  weeks,  but  it  is  being  absorbed  readily. 
Stocks  have  not  been  added  to,  in  consequence. 
The  companies  which  ship  west  by  lake  com¬ 
menced  loading  this  week,  and  boats  will  prob¬ 
ably  commence  moving  westward  at  once.  Con¬ 
siderable  coal  is  now  being  loaded  at  Buffalo  and 
at  Oswego,  as  the  storage  charge  of  1/2  cents 
was  taken  off  of  boats  on  May  1.  While  no  pos¬ 
itive  date  has  yet  been  set  for  the  opening  of  the 
lake  season,  it  is  believed  that  quite  a  number  of 
boats  will  start  up  the  lakes  by  May  12  or  15. 
The  demand  from  the  western  trade,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  .will  be  very  good,  although  below  that  of 
last  season,  owing  to  the  depressed  industrial 
conditions. 

The  companies  are  watching  credits  very  close¬ 
ly,  and  dealers  in  cities  and  territories  which 
have  thousands  of  unemployed  or  men  on  short 
time  will  not  be  permitted  to  buy  as  largely  as 
they  have  in  past  seasons.  This  procedure  on 
the  part  of  the  companies  will  no  doubt  restrict 
the  sale  of  coal  in  certain  cities  considerably.  In 
the  leading  agricultural  states  of  the  west,  in 
which  the  cities  are  not  so  dependent  upon  man¬ 
ufacturing  enterprises  for  existence,  just  as  much 
coal  will  be  taken  as  in  former  years. 

Tn  discussing  the  western  situation,  several 
things  are  noticed.  One  is  the  heavy  demand  for 
pea  coal.  This  has  been  traced  to  the  general 
use  of  small  engines,  which  are  now  to  be  found 
on  most  every  farm  in  the  west.  The  other  is 
the  demand  for  buckwheat.  Some  of  the  compa¬ 
nies  have  not  shipped  buckwheat  to  the  western 
trade  before.  This  year  they  are  having  demands 
for  cargoes.  Most  of  the  western  trade  want 
chestnut  coal  for  domestic  use.  The  companies 
have  therefore  been  compelled  to  urge  upon  buy¬ 
ers  the  necessity  for  taking  on  egg  and  stove 
also.  In  some  quarters,  it  is  being  noticed  that 
buyers  are  ordering  more  liberally  of  these  two 
sizes  than  in  former  seasons,  which  would  indi¬ 
cate  that  they  have  prevailed  upon  their  custom¬ 
ers  to  use  these  sizes  more  generally  than  here¬ 
tofore. 

Canadian  trade  has  also  opened  up,  and  con¬ 
siderable  anthracite  is  going  there,  both  by  lake 
and  rail. 

New  England  trade  continues  active,  large 
quantities  of  coal  going  to  this  territory  both  by 
all-rail  and  tidewater  routes.  So  heavy  has  been 
the  movement  of  coal  by  some  of  the  companies 
to  New  England  ports  that  they  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  charter  outside  boats  to  take  cargoes. 
The  companies  seem  satisfied  that  there  will  be 
ample  demand  for  the  prepared  sizes  to  carry 
them  safely  through  May,  but  further  than  that 
they  are  not  in  position  to  talk.  As  the  weather 
through  the  East  has  been  cool  since  the  first  of 
the  month,  considerable  coal  has  been  going  into 
consumption,  and  if  the  remainder  of  the  month 
is  equally  as  cool,  the  consumption  will  be  so 
heavy  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  many  retailers 
to  buy  more  coal  than  they  would  do  ordinarily. 

The  steam  sizes  are  flat,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  considerable  quantity  of  these  sizes  has 
accumulated  along  the  roads  the  past  few  weeks. 
Pea  is  fairly  active,  though  the  demand  is  not  so 
urgent  as  it  has  been.  Tn  New  York  harbor  the 
demand  for  buckwheat,  rice  and  barley  has  been 
so  flat  that  there  are  rumors  of  concessions  be¬ 
ing  made  from  the  circular  prices.  Buckwheat 
has  been  sold  as  low  as  $1.85,  with  most  sales 
around  $2.25,  while  rice  has  sold  as  low  as  $1.50, 
with  barley  down  to  $1.25.  The  concessions  are 


made  mostly  by  the  individual  shippers,  as  the 
companies  are  in  most  instances  pretty  well  cov¬ 
ered  by  contracts. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

No  change  is  noted  in  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
soft  coal  trade.  Very  little  coal  is  moving  ex¬ 
cept  upon  contracts,  and  mining  operations  are 
on  a  restricted  scale.  But  few  contracts  have 
been  closed  this  week  and  the  trade  generally  is 
pessimistic.  Fortunately  the  curtailment  in  min¬ 
ing  is  keeping  the  ports  and  roads  free  from  un¬ 
sold  coal.  The  prices  prevailing  for  a  month  are 
being  maintained.  It  is  only  in  rare  cases,  where 
demurrage  has  accrued,  that  sacrifice  prices  are 
named.  Producers,  unless  they  have  orders,  are 
not  sending  coal  forward,  and  this  is  helping  out 
the  markets  not  a  little. 

In  the  far  east  the  public  utility  companies  are 
taking  about  their  usual  quota  of  coal,  but  the 
demand  from  manufacturing  concerns  is  very 
limited.  Throughout  New  England  generally 
trade  is  quiet,  with  buyers  hard  to  find.  Along 
the  sound  trade  seems  to  have  held  up  better  than 
in  any  other  territory.  Even  this  trade  now 
seems  to  be  plentifully  supplied  with  coal,  so 
that  even  low  prices  and  very  low  vessel  rates 
do  not  induce  them  to  buy. 

There  seems  to  be  a  very  good  demand  for  gas 
slack,  which  sells  around  70  and  80  cents  at  the 
mines.  Some  shippers  of  slack  into  New  Eng¬ 
land  all  rail  have  been  very  much  inconvenienced 
owing  to  the  prepayment  of  freight  on  all  ship¬ 
ments,  a  recent  requirement  of  the  New  Haven 
road  growing  out  of  their  trouble  with  some  of 
the  coal  carrying  roads  about  the  exchange  of 
freight  via  New  York  harbor. 

Transportation  conditions  between  mines  and 
tide  are  satisfactory,  as  cars  are  plentiful. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  taking  very  little 
coal.  What  coal  is  coming  to  this  port  is  mostly 
on  contracts,  and  from  the  demand  for  small  lots 
to  fill  out  cargoes  it  is  apparent  that  few  ship¬ 
pers  are  sending  coal  forward  without  orders. 
Receipts  at  South  Amboy  this  week  have  been 
about  600  cars  a  day,  or  about  one-half  or  one- 
third  of  the  usual  number.  Prices  on  good 
grades  of  steam  coal  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor 
range  from  about  $2.55  to  $2.75,  with  some  of  the 
high-grade  coals  selling  up  to  $3  and  $3.25. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  vessel  market, 
and  ship-owners  do  not  look  for  the  situation  to 
change  for  the  next  few  weeks.  The  low  prices 
have  not  tempted  some  of  the  lighter  draft  ves¬ 
sels  out  of  winter  quarters,  and  some  of  the 
tramp  steamers  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  pre¬ 
ferring  to  tie  up  rather  than  take  cargoes  at  pre¬ 
vailing  rates.  A  shortage  of  boats  will  probably 
send  prices  up,  though  a  shortage  is  not  at  all 
likely  unless  there  should  be  a  sudden  revival  of 
trade.  We  quote  rates  of  freight  from  the 
Roads  to  Boston,  50  to  60  cents;  from  Philadel¬ 
phia,  50  to  60  cents;  to  Portland  and  Salem,  50 
to  65  cents ;  to  Lynn,  75  and  80  cents ;  to  Saco, 
$1.00;  to  Bath,  75  cents;  to  Gardiner,  80  cents; 
to  Bangor,  75  to  80  cents ;  to  sound  points,  50  to 
60  cents ;  from  New  York  to  Boston,  around  the 
cape,  50  to  60  cents;  to  New  Bedford,  45  cents; 
Providence,  40  cents;  New  Haven,  35  cents. 


The  Baltimore  Koruskation. 


Philadelphia,  May  7. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — It  was  the  privilege  of  the  Philadelphia 
Sentries  to  conduct  a  very  successful  koruska¬ 
tion  at  the  Royal  Arcanum  hall,  Baltimore,  on 
Saturday  evening,  May  2.  Forty  new  members 
were  taken  into  the  Order  Kokoal.  Twenty- 
seven  were  from  Baltimore  and  their  applica¬ 
tions  were  received  through  the  efforts  of  Bush- 
rod  M.  Watts,  assisted  by  several  other  coal 
men  of  Baltimore,  already  members  of  the  Or¬ 
der.  The  other  thirteen  were  from  Washington, 
and  credit  for  their  applications  is  largely  due 
to  D.  B.  Cunningham  and  James  S.  Reaburn. 
The  degrees  were  conferred  on  two  of  the  candi¬ 
dates  in  a  most  impressive  manner. 

After  the  koruskation  the  entire  party  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  Hotel  Rennert,  where  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served.  Aside  from  their  duties  in 
connection  with  the  koruskation,  the  Philadelphia 
Sentries  will  remember  the  event  as  illustrating 
the  true  Baltimore  hospitality.  They  were  roy¬ 
ally  entertained  by  the  Baltimore  members  at 


the  Crescent  Club  and  a  very  pleasant  excursion 
was  made  Sunday  morning  to  the  summer  home 
of  the  club,  where  breakfast  was  served. 

“Bush”  Watts  acted  as  guide  and  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  boys  are  all  unanimous  in  voting  him 
and  the  other  Baltimore  Kokoals  ideal  hosts. 

Those  initiated  were:  J.  Maury  Dove,  Jr.,  H. 
Hamilton  Smith,  Alex.  B.  Browne,  Meredith 
Winship,  Robert  C.  Dove,  Charles  F.  Fadeley, 
Washington ;  Stephen  L.  DeCompte,  D.  L.  Har¬ 
rison,  J.  S.  Wales,  Charles  Cockey,  George  H. 
Meyer,  W.  H.  Shilling,  Thos.  C.  David,  Willard 
R.  Rhoades,  G.  Ernest  Kraft,  William  Magee, 
H.  Isaac,  E.  A.  Watts,  C.  E.  Wilcox,  George  L. 
Rrown,  Chas.  A.  Parkinson,  Louis  J.  Willinger, 
Chas.  H.  Claiborn,  Wm.  G.  Wilson,  J.  Harry 
Philbin,  W.  H.  Logue,  F.  C.  Woods,  Ruttledge, 
Baltimore;  Henry  J.  Juneman,  Frank  M.  Cissel, 
Washington;  James  D.  Hughes,  James  G.  Pugh, 
Raymond  K.  Rice,  H.  W.  Lange,  George  J. 
Hofer,  Baltimore;  Wm.  J.  Holtman,  Fred  J. 
Rice,  W.  H.  Hessick,  R.  W.  Wright,  W.  A.  Pyle, 
Washington. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  May  7. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — A  week  of  unusually  cool  weather  for 
the  first  part  of  May  has  come  as  a  boon  to  deal¬ 
ers  in  anthracite  here.  The  winter  season  was 
closed  with  most  dealers  having  considerable 
stocks  on  hand.  April  trade  was  light  and  there 
was  apparently  little  hope  for  any  marked  im¬ 
provement  at  an  early  date.  Cool  weather,  how¬ 
ever — almost  cold,  in  fact — has  caused  an  unex¬ 
pected  end-season-demand  from  householders. 
Coming  along  with  this,  there  is  also  an  im¬ 
provement  in  the  situation  in  steam-sizes,  and 
there  is  consequently  now  more  activity  in  an¬ 
thracite  than  had  been  anticipated  by  many. 

Another  thing  in  which  hard  coal  dealers  are 
interested  at  present  is  a  list  of  new  traffic  regu¬ 
lations.  It  provides  for  the  turning  of  all  teams 
in  certain  localities  in  stopping.  This  would 
have  been  impossible  for  heavy  laden  carts  on 
some  of  Baltimore’s  steep  hills,  but  it  is  now 
probable  that  a  compromise  will  be  reached 
favorable  to  the  coal  men. 

Bituminous  Dull. 

The  situation  in  regard  to  bituminous  continues 
quite  dull.  At  the  piers  there  is  little  fuel  mov¬ 
ing  other  than  on  contract.  Line  business  is 
flat,  and  reported  industrial  resumptions  do  not 
seem  as  yet  to  have  materially  increased  the 
demand  or  to  have  at  all  boosted  the  price  list. 

Vessel  freight  rates  are  now  the  lowest  for 
some  years,  and  the  offerings  are  numerous. 
Some  idea  of  the  reduction  in  the  entire  list  carl 
be  gained  by  a  recent  charter  to  Boston  at  60 
cents.  Last  winter  the  average  price  was  around 
a  dollar  and  a  quarter. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

The  City  of  Boston  has  advertised  here  for 
32,500  tons  of  bituminous  coal. 

William  W.  Johnson,  a  leader  in  coal  circles 
here,  former  postmaster  and  former  police  com¬ 
missioner  of  Baltimore,  died  here  last  Monday. 
He  was  head  of  the  old  coal  firm  of  S.  M.  John¬ 
son’s  Sons  Company,  which  recently  went  into 
the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

Tt  now  seems  likely  that  Mr.  Bushrod  M. 
Watts,  a  leading  coal  dealer  here,  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  president  of  the  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  will  be  made  a  commissioner 
for  opening  streets.  He  would  succeed  one  of 
two  commissioners  dismissed  on  charges  of 
graft.  Mr.  Watts  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
Democratic  politics,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been 
the  champion  of  the  coal  men  in  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil. 


Proceedings  have  been  brought  to  dissolve  the 
charter  of  the  Schuylkill  Anthracite  Coal  Roy¬ 
alty  Company,  the  action  being  brought  by  the 
directors  of  the  company.  Accompanying  the 
petition  was  a  statement  of  the  business  done 
by  the  company  and  its  present  condition.  The 
interests  of  the  company,  which  were  in  the 
Schuylkill  Valley,  were  s^Jdiifor  $46,833.60.  A 
number  of  Scranton  merit  wqt|fe  directors  in  the 
company. 
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Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  May  7. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
With  the  closing  of.  April  the  anthracite  market 
was  very  active  and  sales  agents  tried  without 
success  to  clean  up  the  rush  orders  consequent 
upon  the  closing  days  of  the  month.  A  large 
volume  of  April  business  was  held  over  for  May 
delivery.  Shipments  have,  however,  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  the  new  month  opens  with 
matters  in  good  shape. 

Lake  trade  is  remarkably  light,  as  predicted, 
but  somewhat  improved  since  last  week.  While 
chartering  has  been  slow,  quite  a  number  of  ves¬ 
sels  have  been  placed  for  cargoes,  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  Lehigh  joining  the  Lackawanna  Com¬ 
pany  in  making  contracts  during  the  last  few 
days.  Intended  shipments  are  about  equally  di¬ 
vided  between  Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Supe¬ 
rior.  While  there  has  been  a  slight  improvement 
it  is  not  likely  that  business  will  be  brought  up 
to  its  normal  condition  until  after  the  meeting 
of  the  independent  owners,  which  is  to  take  place 
in  Cleveland  on  May  12,  at  which  time  a  definite 
date  for  a  start  will  be  fixed.  The  master  of  one 
of  the  boats  of  the  largest  independent  lines  said 
yesterday  that  in  all  probability  there  would  be 
nothing  doing  in  this  direction  before  June.  There 
is  absolutely  no  demand  for  ore,  and  as  these 
boats  depend  largely  on  the  Lake  Superior  trade, 
they  are  not  likely  to  start  out  with  prospect 
of  a  cargo  only  one  way.  An  instance  of  the 
slowness  of  the  lake  trade  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  steamer  John  J.  Boland  arrived  in  port 
a  few  days  ago  with  a  cargo  of  wheat  from  Fort 
William.  She  loaded  here  with  soft  coal  for 
upper  lake  ports  and  after  delivering  her  cargo 
will  probably  be  tied  up,  awaiting  improvement 
in  the  situation.  Many  similar  cases  might  be 
mentioned. 

There  are  no  changes  in  rates,  the  price  being 
30  cents  to  Superior,  40  cents  to  Chicago  and 
Milwaukee  and  50  cents  to  some  of  the  out-of- 
the-way  ports,  or  ports  with  poor  unloading  fa¬ 
cilities. 


The  Bituminous  Trade. 

Evidently  the  bituminous  trade  has  reached 
its  low  ebb  in  Buffalo.  Some  of  the  oldest  op¬ 
erators  report  the  general  condition  as  the  worst 
in  the  history  of  this  market.  The  demand  is 
absolutely  at  a  standstill,  and  some  of  the  more 
conservative  are  shutting  down  their  mines  in¬ 
definitely,  rather  than  try  to  meet  prevailing  low 
quotations. 

It  is  reported  that  a  complaint  has  been  fijed 
with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
against  several  minor  railroads  that  are  sending 
coal  into  Buffalo  at  extremely  low  prices  to 
satisfy  contracts  with  other  railroads.  It  is  con¬ 
tended  that  the  delivered  prices  of  coal  will  not 
mislead  the  commission,  when  the  full  freight 
rate  and  the  actual  cost  of  producing  the  coal 
is  taken  into  consideration. 

A  former  employe  of  one  of  the  accused  com¬ 
panies  declares  that  there  is  a  difference  of 
twenty  cents  a  ton  between  the  cost  of  mining 
coal  plus  the  local  freight  rate  to  Buffalo,  and 
the  price  at  which  some  contracts  have  been 
actually  taken  during  the  last  thirty  days.  While 
it  has  been  an  open  secret  for  several  years  that 
the  railroads  which  operate  their  own  mines 
have  sold  other  lines  at  surprisingly  low  figures, 
it  has  never  been  so  noticeable  as  this  season, 
when  desirable  trade  has  been  so  eagerly  sought. 
Officials  of  the  Grand  Trunk  railroad,  at  MonL 
real,  notified  a  number  of  Buffalo  bidders  that 
their  quotations  were  not  low  enough  in  the 
recent  competition  for  fuel  supply.  It  has  been 
reported  that  the  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  and 
the  Youngstown  &  Ohio  Coal  Company  have 
secured  the  major  part  of  the  Coburg  and  In¬ 
ternational  Bridge  deliveries.  Some  curiosity  is 
excited  as  to  what  price  was  named  in  the  con¬ 
tract,  and  especially  how  much  goes  to  operators, 
when  it  is  understood  that  a  portion  of  the  con¬ 
tract,  at  least,  was  bought  from  an  outside  min¬ 
ing  company,  and  one  of  the  contractors  supply¬ 
ing  the  coal  acted  as  agent. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  Eagle  Coal  Mining  Company  of  Buffalo, 
which  operates  mines  in  the  upper  hill  Allegheny 


Valley  territory,  met  with  a  serious  accident 
last  week,  when  an  extensive  land-slide  wrecked 
a  part  of  its  tipple  and  inclined  plane.  The  hill¬ 
side  at  this  point  appears  to  be  gradually  moving 
and  already  it  has  cost  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
many  thousands  of  dollars.  The  gradual  move¬ 
ment  of  rock  and  earth  still  goes  on. 

President  C  P.  McCafferty  will  call  a  general 
meeting  of  (the  Allegheny  Valley  Operators’ 
Association  in  the  near  future. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  May  7. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
Dealers  were  unable  to  get  all  the  anthracite 
ordered  in  April  delivered  them,  so  that  there 
is  a  heavy  tonnage  of  coal  coming  forward  this 
month,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
companies  have  enough  orders  on  their  books  to 
keep  them  pretty  busy  throughout  May.  The 
price  advanced  10c  a  ton  May  1,  so  that  coal  is 
now  costing  buyers  that  much  more  than  during 
April.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
it  is  likely  that  there  will  be  a  spurt  of  orders 
from  late  buyers  who  wish  to  secure  advantage 
of  the  May  price.  In  a  retail  way  not  much  coal 
is  being  sold  except  for  immediate  need.  The 
weather  throughout  New  England  has  been  rather 
cool  since  the  first  of  the  month,  so  that  con¬ 
siderable  coal  is  going  into  consumption.  Con¬ 
sumers  are  not  yet  buying  though  for  future 
needs,  notwithstanding  the  summer  prices  are 
in  effect. 

There  are  no  changes  to  speak  of  in  the  soft 
c«al  situation.  But  little  coal  is  coming  forward 
except  upon  contracts,  and  no  large  amount  on 
contracts  other  than  that  which  is  being  taken 
by  the  electric  light,  gas  and  power  plants,  which 
use  a  good  amount  of  coal  under  all  conditions. 
Manufacturing  plants  are  not  taking  any  coal  to 
amount  to  anything,  and  salesmen  report  business 
as  being  in  very  bad  shape.  There  are  said  to  be 
a  few  cargoes  of  demurrage  coal  in  port  which 
have  been  here  for  weeks,  and  that  very  attract¬ 
ive  prices  have  failed  to  move  these  cargoes  is 
a  good  index  of  the  trade.  Prices  are  about  as 
last  quoted,  good  steam  coals  selling  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  $2.15  up,  which  means  about  $2.85 
up  here.  Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals  sell 
at  the  Roads  at  $2.65,  the  contract  price,  and 
shippers  are  getting  some  very  low  rates,  as 
low  as  55c  being  quoted  on  large  vessels.  Balti¬ 
more  vessel  rates  are  quoted  as  low  as  60c.  New 
York  quotes  50c. 


News  Briefs. 

Today  at  noon  bids  will  be  opened  at  the 
City  Hall  for  furnishing  32,500  tons  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  for  various  city  institutions.  Georges 
Creek,  Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals  are 
named  under  Plan  No.  1  and  good  steaming  coal 
is  named  under  Plan  No.  2. 

S.  Crumb,  manager  of  sales  for  Dickson  & 
Eddy,  who  was  ill  for  several  weeks,  returned 
this  week  from  his  home  at  Norwich,  N.  Y., 
where  he  went  several  weeks  ago  to  recuperate. 
During  Mr.  Crumb’s  absence  the  Boston  office 
was  looked  after  by  Mr.  Irving  L.  Camp,  who 
travels  the  Hudson  River  territory  for  Dickson 
&  Eddy. 

The  city  has  adjusted  its  claim  against  the 
Maryland  Coal  &  Coke  Company  for  the  coal 
delivered  at  the  Long  Island  almshouse  last 
December,  by  accepting  a  rebate  of  $3,757.32, 
or  $1.47  a  ton  on  2,556  tons  of  coal.  The  original 
contract  price  for  the  coal  was  $11,680.92.  Under  a 
contract  made  by  the  pauper  institution’s  trustees 
with  the  Maryland  Coal  &  Coke'  Company,  De¬ 
cember  18,  1907,  the  company  was  to  deliver 
2,556  tons  of  “Big  Vein  Georges  Creek  Cum¬ 
berland”  coal  at  $4.57  a  ton,  at  the  Long  Island 
almshouse.  Shortly  after  the  delivery  of  the  coal 
Chairman  Gallagher, of  the  trustees  examined  it, 
and,  believing  that  it  was  not  the  grade  of  coal 
ordered,  called  in  an  expert  chemist  to  make  an 
analysis,  as  a  result  of  which  he  asked  the  finance 
commission  to  make  an  investigation.  The  finance 
commission  showed  that  the  coal  was  not  up 
to  the  required  standard,  and  charged  the  com¬ 
pany  with  substituting  an  inferior  grade. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  May  7. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Anthracite  trade  continues  to  be  active, 
while  the  bituminous  situation  is  unchanged  from 
our  former  report.  The  production  of  anthra¬ 
cite  for  the  month  of  April  was  5,987,221  tons, 
as  compared  with  5,916,583  tons  for  April,  1907, 
an  increase  of  70,638  tons.  The  Reading’s  April 
tonnage  was  1,177,000  tons,  as  compared  with 
1,311,000  tons  in  April  last  year.  The  Lehigh 
Coal  &  Navigation  Company  is  said  to  have  done 
the  largest  business  in  its  history  during 
April.  Shipments  of  anthracite  for  the  four 
months  of  the  year  to  date,  aggregate  20,875,474 
tons,  as  compared  with  20,966,063  tons  for  the 
first  four  months  of  1907,  a  decrease  of  90,589 
tons. 

The  officers  of  the  Cabin  Run  Coal  Company- 
will  hold  a  meeting  here  today. 

The  schooner  James  B.  Jordan  was  chartered 
this  week  to  take  1,000  tons  of  coal  from  here  to 
New  Orleans  and  discharge  at  the  rate  of  $1.60 
per  ton.  Barges  are  being  chartered  for  New 
England  ports  at  very  low  rates,  some  schooners 
reported  as  low  as  55c  to  Boston. 

M.  Droxler  will  build  a  coal  pocket,  40x160 
feet,  at  Twenty-sixth  street,  north  of  DeLancey, 
for  the  American  Ice  Company.  The  pocket 
will  cost  $6,000. 

It  is  announced  that  Chas.  V.  Bergh,  treasurer 
of  the  Commercial  Coal  Mining  Company,  with 
general  offices  in  the  Arcade  building,  has  secured 
a  license  to  marry  Miss  Mabel  E.  Ireland  of 
New  York.  On  June  4  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergh 
will  sail  for  Europe  to  spend  their  honeymoon. 
Mr.  Bergh  met  Miss  Ireland  more  than  a  year 
ago,  when  she  was  nursing  his  wife,  who  died 
last  May  as  a  result  of  injuries  received  on  board 
one  of  the  Atlantic  liners. 

Barge  owners  along  the  Atlantic  coast  are  said 
to  be  getting  ready  to  oppose  legislation  having 
for  its  purpose  the  curtailment  of  barges  for  the 
transportation  of  coal.  Fight,  it  is  said,  will  be 
made  against  the  bill  recently  introduced  by 
Senator  Frye,  and  which  has  been  reviewed  at 
length  in  recent  issues  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
So  far  as  the  bill  relates  to  the  seaworthiness 
of  barges  and  the  safety  of  crews  the  owners  of 
these  craft  say  they  will  heartily  support  the 
measure,  but  it  is  charged  that  the  chief  object 
of  the  bill  is  to  drive  barges  out  of  the  coal 
trade  in  the  interest  of  schooners.  One  effect  of 
such  a  measure,  it  is  predicted,  would  be  an 
immediate  advance  of  100  per  cent  in  coal  freights 
to  New  England.  Coal  is  now  carried  in  barges 
to  manufacturing  cities  in  New  England  at  about 
55  cents  a  ton.  This  low  rate  is  made  possible 
owing  to  the  small  expense  incurred  in  operat¬ 
ing  barges.  Three  or  four  of  these  craft  with 
an  aggregate  capacity  of  10,000  tons  are  towed 
by  a  tug  direct  from  Port  Richmond  to  New 
England  towns,  while  to  transport  the  same 
amount  of  coal  a  dozen  of  the  ordinary  size 
schooners  would  have  to  be  utilized.  Schooner 
owners  are  said  to  be  backing  the  measure  against 
the  barges  because  the  latter  are  gradually  driv¬ 
ing  them  out  of  the  trade.  With  a  barge  tow 
quick  dispatch,  barring  accident,  is  assured, 
while  with  schooners  their  arrival  is  always  un¬ 
certain.  It  was  predicted  yesterday  that  even 
should  barges  be  driven  out  of  the  trade  there 
are  not  enough  schooners  on  the  North  Atlantic 
coast  capable  of  carrying  half  the  coal  shipments 
sent  out  of  this  port  to  New  England. 

William  P.  Taggart,  president  of  the  United 
States  Coal  Company,  which  makes  “blockette 
coal,”  was  discharged  in  Quarter  Sessions  Court 
No.  2  last  week  by  direction  of  Judge  Barratt. 
He  had  been  charged  with  obtaining  money  from 
Oliver  K.  Wismer,  one  of  the  stockholders,  by 
false  pretenses.  Taggart  was  arrested  last 
August,  Wismer  alleging  then  that  he  had  given 
Taggart  $500  on  the  representation  that  Taggart 
had  an  option  of  $100,000,000  from  a  syndicate 
for  the  process  of  making  the  “blockette  coal.” 


The  output  of  the  Dominion  coal  mines  for 
the  past  four  months  of  the  year  was  1,245,031 
tons  compared  with  1,007,451  tons  in  the  same 
period  last  year. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


C.  L.  Smith,  of  the  sales  forces  of  Whitney  & 
Kemmerer,  New  York,  is  doing  jury  duty  this 
week. 

The  Reading’s  coal  shipments  in  April  were 
1,177,000  tons,  as  compared  with  1,311,000  tons 
in  April,  1907. 

The  White  Colliery  at  Mount  Carmel  has 
ceased  operations  and  the  machinery  and  build¬ 
ings  arc  offered  for  sale. 

The  Morgan  Coal  Company,  No.  1  Broadway, 
New  York,  has  moved  to  more  commodious  of: 
fices  on  the  fifth  floor. 

The  Frick  Coal  Mining  Company,  No.  1  Board¬ 
way,  New  York,  has  moved  to  the  fifth  floor, 
where  it  has  larger  offices. 

The  Clearview  Coal  Company  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000.  Hugh  A.  Dawson  is  treasurer. 

E.  G.  Lind,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  has 
moved  his  offices  to  the  rooms  on  the  ninth 
floor  vacated  by  the  Blaine  Coal  Company. 

The  Morgan  Coal  &  Fireclay  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  McCartney,  Pa.  Capital 
stock,  $20,000.  M.  J.  Fox  is  named  as  treasurer. 

H.  T.  Peters,  of  Williams  *3r  Peters,  New 
York  will  sail  on  the  Mauritania  next  week*. 
Mr.  Williams  will  be  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
and  they  will  spend  several  months  abroad. 

C.  E.  Scott,  chief  of  the  testing  department  of 
the  Fairmont  Coal  Company,  with  headquarters 
at  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  was  a  visitor  to  New  York 
this  week. 

The  breaker  of  the  Mountain  Lake  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  owned  and  operated  by  Quinn  &  Ruddy, 
near  Scranton,  burned  last  week.  The  loss  is 
estimated  at  $25,000. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  has  com¬ 
menced  storing  coal  at  its  Hudsondale  storage 
plant  near  Hazleton.  No  coal  was  stored  there 
during  the  winter  months. 

E.  G.  Lind,  the  well  known  coal  and  trans¬ 
portation  man  at  No.  1,  Broadway,  New  York, 
has  moved  into  the  offices  on  the  ninth  floor 
recently  occupied  by  the  Blaine  Coal  Company. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Rail¬ 
road  has  placed  an  order  with  the  American 
Locomotive  Company  for  forty-nine  engines.  The 
cost  of  these  engines  will  be  close  to  $1,000,000. 

New  York  Kokoals  are  planning  to  have  a 
large  koruskation  at  an  early  date.  Kokoal  mat¬ 
ters  in  New  York  City  have  been  very  quiet  for 
several  months  now,  and  the  members  are  get¬ 
ting  ready  for  another  enthusiastic  meeting. 

The  Scranton  Coal  Company,  which  is  now 
sinking  bore  holes  for  the  purpose  of  flushing 
the  workings  of  the  Pine  Brook  mine,  will  erect 
a  washery  and  pulverizer  near  the  breaker,  so 
as  to  facilitate  the  work. 

Frank  B.  Cortright  has  taken  up  his  duties 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  W.  A.  Marshall  & 
Co.,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York.  Mr.  Cort¬ 
right  was  formerly  interested  in  the  Cortright 
Coal  Company,  at  Altoona,  Pa. 

George  H.  Cooper  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  England  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association,  was  a  visitor  to  the  New  York  coal 
trade  this  week.  Mr.  Cooper  reported  that  it  was 
snowing  at  Pittsfield  when  he  left  there  on  Mon¬ 
day. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Briquette  Coal  Company  will  be  held  at  the  New 
York  offices  of  the  company,  No.  2  Rector  street, 
on  Monday,  May  11,  for  the  election  of  directors 
and  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as 
may  come  before  the  meeting. 

The  Blaine  Coal  Company  and  Island  Creek 
Coal  Sales  Company  have  moved  from  the  ninth 


floor  of  the  Washington  building,  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  to  the  fifth  floor,  where  they 
have  a  very  handsome  suite  of  offices  fitted  up 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  building. 

The  Whip-Poor-Will  Colliery,  at  Archbald, 
Pa.,  owned  by  local  capitalists,  is  idle,  due  to 
differences  arising  between  the  foreman  and  the 
employes.  The  employes  posted  notices  that  they 
would  not  work  under  Mr.  Morgan,  the  foreman, 
after  May  1,  as  they  claim  that  he  is  unfair  with 
them. 

The  Weber-McLoughlin  Company,  wholesale 
and  retail  coal  dealers,  One  Hundred  and  Thir¬ 
tieth  street  and  N.  R.,  New  York,  report  that 
they  are  doing  a  very  large  business  in  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  this  spring.  This 
firm  is  composed  of  two  hustling  young  men, 
and  they  are  very  important  factors  now  in  the 
Harlem  trade. 

Judge  Kunkle  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  has  rendered 
a  decision  in  the  appeal  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  from  the  valu¬ 
ation  placed  by  the  Schuykill  county  commis¬ 
sioners  on  their  coal  lands,  by  reducing  the  as¬ 
sessment  more  than  $100,000.  Judge  Kunkle  de¬ 
cides  that  the  coal  measures  have  a  uniform  rate 
of  $15  an  acre,  timber  land  $5  and  barren  land  $3. 

Utica,  N.  Y.,  retail  dealers  are  planning  to 
establish  a  coal  exchange  in  that  city,  and  Mr. 
Bannigan,  a  well  known  Utica  coal  dealer,  who 
has  taken  the  initiative  in  the  movement,  has 
recently  visited  New  York  to  confer  with  the 
officers  of  the  Coal  Merchants’  Association  as  to 
various  plans  for  running  an  exchange.  There 
are  quite  a  number  of  dealers  in  Utica  and 
vicinity,  and  they  believe  that  their  interests  can 
be  benefited  by  a  closer  association. 

In  Washington  Wednesday  the  Senate  adopted 
a  resolution  offered  bv  Senator  Foraker  calling 
upon  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  to 
report  forthwith  if  the  railroads  have  complied 
with  the  provisions  or  the  commodity  clause  of 
the  Hepburn  rate  law,  and  if  not,  whether  there 
is  any  understanding  or  agreement  between  them 
and  the  Government  authorities  giving  them  im¬ 
munity.  Particular  reference  is  made  in  the 
resolution  to  the  Western  Maryland,  which  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

The  house  committee  on  merchant  marine  in 
Washington  on  Tuesday  reported  a  bill  drawn 
with  particular  reference  to  the  sea-going  barges 
in  service  in  and  out  of  New  York  harbor.  The 
bill  provides  that  a  board,  of  which  the  super¬ 
vising  inspector  general  of  steamboats  shall  be 
a  member,  shall  issue  regulations  governing  the 
number  and  tonnage  of  such  barges  to  be  towed 
bv  a  tug  at  one  time  and  the  length  of  the  haw¬ 
sers  employed.  Through  carelessness  in  these 
details,  it  was  pointed  out,  many  lives  have  been 
lost. 

Theodore  F.  Tone,  who  for  more  than  fifty 
years  conducted  a  retail  coal  business  in  New 
York  city,  died  at  his  home,  245  West  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Twenty-sixth  street,  New  York,  on 
Monday,  at  the  age  of  81.  Mr.  Tone  retired 
from  the  coal  business  in  July,  1904,  when  he 
sold  his  plant  at  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth 
street  and  North  River  to  Burns  Brothers.  Mr. 
Tone  was  a  man  who  was  very  popular  in  the 
trade,  and  he.  had  built  up  quite  a  large  trade, 
which  he  was  compelled  to  give  up,  owing  to  his 
declining  years. 

Harry  E.  Francis,  formerly  with  Haddock, 
Blanchard  &  Co.,  of  Binghamton  and  Kingston, 
is  now  connected  with  Smith,  Line  weaver  & 
Co.,  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  will 
look  after  the  line  sales  of  this  growing  company 
in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Francis  will  make  his 
headquarters  at  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Francis  was 
first  connected  with  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  as  a  coal  inspector,  and  later  took  a 
position  with  Haddock,  Blanchard  Co.  as  line 
agent.  He  is  thoroughly  experienced  in  this 
line,  and  has  arisen  rapidly  since  connecting  him¬ 
self  with  the  coal  trade.  He  is  a  comparatively 
young  mail  and  is  plentifully  endowed  with  en¬ 


ergy  and  resourcefulness,  two  qualities  that  go 
far  toward  winning  success,  and  his  friends  pre¬ 
dict  that  he  will  make  a  good  showing  in  his  new 
position. 

C.  M.  Barnett,  formerly  manager  of  the  Nor¬ 
folk  office  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  has  re¬ 
signed  his  connection  with  this  well-known  firm 
to  take  the  position  of  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  having  large  coal  operations  in  the 
New  River  fields.  Mr.  Barnett  will  make  his 
headquarters  at  No.  71  Broadway,  New  York, 
but  will  have  general  supervision  of  all  the  de¬ 
partments  of  his  company.  Mr.  Barnett  was 
with  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt  for  many  years, 
and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  detail 
of  the  coal  business.  He  was  born  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  thirty-seven  years  ago,  and  when  still 
in  his  teens  was  employed  as  secretary  to  the 
president  of  one  of  the  Canadian  railways. 

The  King'ston  Coal  Company,  of  Kingston,  Pa., 
exceeded  all  previous  records  in  the  hoisting  and 
shipping  of  coal  during  the  month  of  April,  when 
153,000  tons  were  shipped.  The  March  output 
of  the  company,  150,000  tons,  was  considered  the 
maximum  output  of  the  operations.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  recently  made  numerous  improvements 
to  its  plants,  which  accounts  for  the  large  in¬ 
crease  in  the  tonnage  being  gotten  out.  The 
Gaylord  washery  is  now  producing  a  heavy  daily 
output,  and  the  new  washery  just  completed  at 
Edwardsville,  will  add  1,000  more  tons  to  the 
daily  output.  New  pumps  and  new  reservoirs 
have  been  added  to  a  number  of  the  plants,  so 
that  the  various  operations  of  the  company  are 
in  good  physical  shape  to  produce  heavily  from 
now  on.  F.  E.  Zerbey,  the  general  manager,  is 
in  a  large  way,  responsible  for  the  many  innova¬ 
tions  to  the  companies  facilities.  T.  H.  Williams, 
superintendent,  is  also,  an  untiring  official,  who 
is  an  efficient  aide  to  Mr.  Zerbey. 

Tt  is  reported  that  extensive  development  is 
contemplated  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Jeanesville,  where  a  mammoth  new 
breaker  is  now  being  erected.  The  breaker  will 
be  completed  by  fall  and  it  will  have  a  capacity 
of  3,000  tons  daily.  At  this  breaker,  the  coal 
taken  from  the  Yorktown  and  Jeanesville  mines, 
and  possibly  Oneida,  about  eisht  miles  distant, 
will  be  prepared  for  market.  Most  of  the  coal 
will  be  hauled  underground,  the  necessary  tun¬ 
nels  now  being  under  progress  ,  of  construction. 
By  this  arrangement  the  company  will  effect  a 
considerable  saving  in  mining.  Some  new  veins 
of  coal  have  been  discovered  at  Jeanesville,  as 
a  result  of  the  construction  of  the  tunnels,  and 
it  is  said  that  enough  anthracite  is  in  the  Jeanes¬ 
ville  basin  to  give  employment  to  thousands  of 
men  and  boys  for  years  to  come.  After  the 
breaker  is  started  up  the  similar  operation  at 
Yorktown  will  be  closed  down.  The  iron  breaker 
at  Oneida  mav  also  be  abandoned.  This  is  one 
of  the  mines  the  Valley  leased  from  Coxe  Broth¬ 
ers  Company.  What  coal  cannot  be  reached 
through  underground  mining  will  be  taken  out 
bv  the  stripping  of  the  surface.  Experts  say. 
th^>t  valuable  deposits  of  coal  underlie  the  town 
of  Jeanesville.  and  that  within  the  next  ten  years 
houses  will  have  to  be  removed  to  make  place 
for  steam  shovels. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over 
the  road  for  the  week  ending  May  2,  and  pre¬ 
viously  during  the  year : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top  land 

Week  May  2,  1008 .  8,774  5,711  14,486 

Corresponding  week  in  1007....  17,804  18,250  36,145 

Total  for  the  year  1008 . 212,325  124,728  337,054 

Corresponding  period  in  1007.  .  .351,047  266,944  617,991 

Total  for  week .  14,486 

Decrease  for  week . .  21,659 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  337,054 

Decrease  to  date .  280,937 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


The  Law  as  to  Express  and  Implied 
Warranties. — An  express  warranty  in 
the  sale  of  goods  excludes  all  implied 
warranties  on  the  same  subject.  The 
rule  is  sometimes  stated  in  language 
broad  enough  to  convey  the  idea  that, 
if  there  is  an  express  warranty  as  to 
'  any  feature  of  the  sale,  all  implied  war- 
;  ranties  are  to  be  excluded ;  but  the 
Court  of  Appeals  of  Georgia  does  not 
think  there  has  ever  been  any  deliberate 
intention  to  extend  the  rule  this  far, 
because,  unless  the  express  and  the  im¬ 
plied  warranties  relate  to  the  same  thing, 
there  is  no  reason  in  law  or  in  logic 
why  one  should  exclude  the  other. 
For  example,  though  the  seller  of  a 
horse  expressly  warrants  that  his  title 
to  it  is  perfect,  the  implied  warranty 
that  the  animal  is  free  from  latent  un¬ 
disclosed  phvsical  unsoundness  is  not 
excluded.  The  two  warranties  here 
relate  to  different  subjects,  and  there¬ 
fore  neither  affects  the  other.  To  make 
the  particular  plans  and  purposes  of 
the  purchaser  a  part  of  the  warranty, 
the  court  goes  on  to  say  (Hawley  Down 
Draft  Furnace  Co.  of  Georgia  vs.  Van 
Winkle  Gin  &  Machine  Works,  60 
Southeastern  Reoorter  1008),  they  must 
be  a  part  of  the  contract.  For  ex¬ 
ample.  a  sportsman  intending  to  shoot 
wild  ducks  orders  cartridges  of  standard 
make,  and  specified  load.  The  seller, 
although  he  knows  the  use  intended, 
does  not  make  the  individual  theories 
of  the  sportsman  as  to  the  particular 
form  of  shell  or  amount  of  load  he 
shall  use  a  part  of  the  contract  of  sale, 
but  he  does  warrant  that  the  cartridges 
he  delivers  are  merchantable  and  rea- 
sonablv  suited  for  the  purpose  for  which 
cartridges  of  that  stvle  and  load  are 
manufactured  and  sold.  If  the  cart¬ 
ridges  delivered  are  improperly  manu¬ 
factured.  or  the  powder  is  defective, 
or  the  priming  imperfect,  there  is  a 
breach  of  the  implied  warranty;  but.  if 
po  defects  of  this  character  exist  and 
the  cartridges  are  up  to  the  standard  of 
that  make,  there  is  no  breach  of  war¬ 
ranty.  even  though  they  be  wholly  un- 
cnited  to  the  killing  of  wild,  ducks. 
This  distinction  in  the  very  nature  of 
things  must  exist,  no  matter  how  much 
it  mav  have  been  obscured  by  the  maze 
of  precedents  in  which  notice  of  it 
i.iav  have  been  neglected. 


f  iahilitv  of  Master  for  Negligence 
Servant's  Assistant. — Tf  a  servant,  who 
is  emnloved  to  do  certain  work  for  his 
roaster  emolovs  another  person  to  assist 
him.  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Georgia 
holds  (Cooper  vs.  Lowery,  60  South¬ 
eastern  Reoorter  1016),  that  the  master 
is  liable  for  the  negligence  of  the  assist¬ 
ant  onlv  when  the  servant  had  authority, 
express  or  implied,  to  emnlov  him.  or 
when  the  act  of  employment  is  ratified 
hv  the  master.  Tn  other  words,  to  ren- 
u„r  0ne  person  liable  for  the  neerli- 
<rence  of  another,  the  relation  of  master 
and  servant  or  nrincioal  and  agent, 
must  exist  between  them ;  and  unless 


this  relation  exists  the  law  will  not 
impute  to  one  person  the  negligent  act 
of  another.  If  the  servant  was  allowed 
bv  the  master  any  discretion  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  employment,  or  if  the 
servant’s  employment  was  supervisory 
in  character,  and  it  was  usual  and  cus¬ 
tomary  in  such  employment  for  other 
servants  to  be  employed  by  him,  the 
master  might  be  liable  for  any  damage 
caused  by  the  negligence  of  such  sub¬ 
servants.  But  where  the  fact  is  clear 
that  there  was  no  such  discretion,  and 
that  the  servant  of  the  master  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  the 
servant,  on  his  own  responsibility,  with¬ 
out  authority,  express  or  implied,  from 
the  master,  and  without  any  ratification 
of  his  act,  hired  a  person  temporarily 
to  assist  him,  and  he  himself,  and  not 
the  master,  paid  this  assistant,  there 
is  neither  reason  nor  justice  in  hold¬ 
ing  the  master  liable  for  the  negligent 
conduct  of  the  assistant ;  and  a  verdict 
against  the  master  under  these  facts 
would  be  unauthorized. 


What  Constitutes  a  Valuable  Con¬ 
sideration. — A  valuable  consideration, 
the  Court  of  Appeal  of  California  says 
(Lindley  vs.  Blumberg,  93  Pacific  Re¬ 
porter  894),  is  such  as  money  or  the 
like  and  the  adequacy  or  inadequacy 
of  the  amount  or  its  disproportion  to 
the  actual  value  of  the  property,  does 
not  affect  the  auestion  of  the  kind  of 
consideration.  The  adequacy  of  the  con¬ 
sideration  is  an  element  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  transaction,  and  has  no 
bearing  upon  whether  the  consideration 
is  a  valuable  or  a  good  one. 


Use  of  Principal’s  Monev,  Etc.,  by 
Agent  to  Pay  Own  Debt. — The  doctrine 
that  an  agent  disposing  of  the  property 
of  his  principal,  without  authority, 
transfers  no  title  as  against  the  prin¬ 
cipal,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  of 
West  Virginia  savs  (Perry  vs.  Oerman 
&  Rlaebaum,  60  Southeastern  Reporter 
604).  does  not  apply  to  currency,  or 
negotiable  instruments  without  restrict¬ 
ive  indorsement,  where  they  have  come 
into  the  hands  of  a  bona  fide  purchaser 
for  value,  without  notice.  To  make 
one  liable  bv  reason  of  participation 
in  misuse  of  money  of  the  principal 
bv  an  agent,  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  used  to  pay  the  private  debt  of  the 
agent,  it  is  necessary  to  show,  not 
only  that  the  party  sought  to  be 
charged  was  aware  that  the  money  be¬ 
longed  to  the  principal,  but  also  that 
he  was  aware  that  the  debt  paid  by  it 
was  in  fact  a  private  debt  of  the  agent, 
or  such  a  debt  that  navment  thereof 
could  not  lawfully  be  made  out  of  such 
money. 


A  few  davs  ago  twentv  mules,  the 
property  of  the  Consolidated  Coal 
6 "nipanv  of  Albia.  Town  were  stolen 
Blame  for  the  theft  is  laid  to  the  Black 
Hand. 


The  Bangs  Peat  &  Coal  Company  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  has  been  incorporated 
with  $150,000  by  David  F.  Bangs, 
George  A.  Proctor  and  John  A.  Slater. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Lost  Valley  Coal  Company, 
with  offices  at  Jackshore,  Tex.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $500,000. 

The  Peerless  Connellsville  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  $40,000  capital  stock. 
The  company  is  incorporated  by  J.  M. 
Doyle  and  others. 

The  Clifty  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Portland,  Maine,  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  with  $500,000  capital  stock  by 
E.  E.  Noble,  W.  F.  Cullinan  and  W. 
H.  Gulliver,  all  of  Portland. 

The  Great  Northern  Coal  Company 
of  Augusta,  Maine,  has  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  $500,000  capital  stock.  The 
incorporators  are  J.  S.  Kearney,  E.  M. 
Thompson,  C.  C.  Ballard,  F.  J.  C.  Lit¬ 
tle  and  R.  S.  Stinson. 

The  Morgan  Coal  Company  of  New 
York,  has  been  incorporated  to  deal  in 
coal  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000.  The 
incorporators  are  H.  J.  Metz  and  M. 
G.  Voelker  of  No.  1  Broadway,  and  M. 
Somis,  No.  3692  Broadway. 

Articles  of  incorporation  showing  a 
capital  stock  of  $100,000  have  been  filed 
by  the  Canadian  CoaT  Corporation  of 
Augusta,  Maine.  The  incorporators 
mentioned  are  Charles  L.  Andrews,  L. 
A.  Ingals  and  M.  H.  Simmons. 

The  Munts  Coal  Company  has  been 
incorporated  at  Streator,  Ill.,  for  the 
purpose  of  mining  and  selling  coal.  The 
capital  stock  is  $4,000,  and  the  incor¬ 
porators  are  William  H.  Munts,  Jabez 
Munts  and  Harvey  Munts. 

Fayette  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  chief  works, 
Charleston,  has  been  incorporated  to 
mine,  buy  and  ship  coal.  The  author¬ 
ized  capital  is  $45,000.  Incorporators 
are  Thos.  C.  Buery,  John  A.  Thayer, 


H.  L.  Wherle,  J.  P.  Vaughn,  C.  C. 
Lewis,  Jr.,  all  of  Charleston. 

The  Merchants  Fuel  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  by 

S.  H.  Davis,  A.  E.  Goodman  and  P. 
H.  Hoag.  The  company  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $200,000,  and  will  conduct  a 
general  coal,  ice  and  teaming  business. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  South  Bend  Coal  &  Wood 
Company,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  showing  a 
capital  stock  of  $20,000.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  of  the  company  are  C.  W.  Hyde, 
K.  W.  Hyde,  Adam  Keim  and  R.  E. 
Hyde. 

The  Harmon  Coal  Company  of  Johns 
Branch,  McDowell  County,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  has  been  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  are  H.  M.  Meyers,  I.  Meyers,  W. 

T.  Harmon,  A.  G.  Harmon  and  E.  C. 
Marshall. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Oberlin  Concrete  &  Coal 
Company.  The  main  office  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  located  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and 
the  incorporators  are  M.  A.  Houghton, 
D.  E.  Butler,  C.  E.  Houghton,  J.  M. 
Wood  and  M.  A.  Whitney.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  concern  is  $12,000. 

The  Nunn-Hefron  Coal  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  New  Orleans,  La., 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000.  The 
company  is  permitted  to  deal  in  coal 
generally  and  also  conduct  coal  boats 
and  landings.  The  president  of  the 
company  is  George  W.  Theiss,  who  is 
also  president  of  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany. 


A  vein  of  coal  four  feet  ten  inches 
thick  has  oeen  discovered  at  Greeley, 
Colo.,  at  a  depth  of  154  feet.  The 
vein  is  covered  by  eighteen  inches  of 
hard  sandstone,  which  it  is  believed  is 
sufficiently  hard  to  form  an  excellent 
roof. 


Cp  nnu/MAN  m|ner  and  shipper 

■  lr.  DU  If  III  nil  anthracite -coke- bituminous 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  "LOPEZ” 

“Buck  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Beet”  Was 

“Wilkee  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grade*  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Oailitzin  and  Weet  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R.. 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  PEA  LERS’ 

SUPPLIES 


Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  arefirst  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO- 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 


SCRANTON  COAL 

S.  C.  SCHBNCK,  Agt. 

Shipments  “All  Rail/’  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


8oft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 
Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

When  you  buy  "SCRANTON" 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

each  invoice  from  this  office. 

lOOO-IO  Old  Colony 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  May  7. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.)—  MSnes  throughout  the 
Hocking  valley  are  quite  generally  idle. 
Conditions  do  not  differ  much  from 
those  existing  during  the  forced  suspen¬ 
sion  in  April,  except  that  operators  now 
enjoy  whatever  satisfaction  lies  in  the 
knowledge  that  they  have  the  privilege 
of  getting  busy  if  there  was  any  busi¬ 
ness  to  get.  Continued  uncertainty  as 
to  when  the  lake  season  will  begin  for¬ 
bids  any  assurance  that  work  will  be 
icsumed  within  the  near  future.  The 
attention  of  sales  agents  is  directed 
toward  making  contracts  for  the  com¬ 
ing  seas<  n,  rather  than  being  wasted  in 
the  effort  for  current  business.  What 
little  domestic  trade  is  going  drifts  in 
mostly  through  the  mails.  A  spell  of 
cold  wet  weather  has  stimulated  this 
branch  of  the  market  slightly  within  the 
week. 

Some  satisfaction  is  found  in  the  be¬ 
lief  that  the  existing  inactivity  is  at 
least  having  the  effect  of  cleaning  up 
stocks,  and  that  trade  will  be  all  the  bet¬ 
ter  for  it,  and  prices  firmer,  when  the 
tide  of  business  sets  in  again.  There  is 
some  speculation  as  to  what  extent  re¬ 
tail  dealers  wild  enter  into  contracts  on 
domestic  fuel  this  year.  Last  season 
saw  more  of  this  class  of  trade  than  for 
a  long  time  previous  thereto,  but  the 
manner  in  which  the  bottom  dropped 
out  of  the  market  in  mid-winter  placed 
many  dealers  in  the  attitude  of  paying 
considerably  more  for  coal  than  current 
prices.  With  anything  like  a  seasonable 
winter,  however,  they  would  doubtless 
have  been  ahead  of  the  game.  On  the 
part  of  the  operators  there  seems  to  be 
a  growing  disposition  to  make  domestic 
contracts  on  a  good  share  of  their  ton¬ 
nage.  It  is  most  too  early  to  predict 
what  the  ruling  figure  will  be  on  a  flat 
season  rate.  Last  fall  it  was  $1.50,  in 
most  instances,  but  some  business  was 
reported  to  have  been  taken  as  low  as 
$1.40. 

Steam  trade  remains  very  dull,  the 
principal  factor  being  West  Virginia 
run-of-mine,  at  from  70  cents  to  90 
cents.  Until  there  is  some  incentive  to 
open  up  the  Hocking  mines,  in  the  form 
of  an  active  lake  trade,  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  product  will  doubtless  continue  to 
have  the  call,  as  prices  are  too  low  to 
induce  local  operators  to  enter  into 
competition,  and  the  demand  is  not  large 
enough  to  cause  any  scare  about  out¬ 
side  coal  becoming  entrenched  in  this 
market. 

The  Columbus  retail  market  is  very 
dull,  but  with  winter  prices  remaining 
practically  unchanged — $4.25  for  Hock¬ 
ing  lump  and  $3.50  for  West  Virginia. 
Stocks  are  being  held  low.  Little  local 
contract  business  for  the  coming  year  is 
reported. 


Hocking  Operators  Organize. 

The  coal-producing  interests  of  this 
territory  are  expected  to  be  greatly  ad¬ 
vanced  by  a  new  organization  of  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  operators  which  was  effected 
at  Athens  last  week.  One  of  the  chief 
objects  is  unity  of  action  in  dealing  with 
the  miners.  The  need  of  a  more  con¬ 
crete  relationship  among  the  operators 
was  developed  during  the  long  period 
of  negotiation  with  the  big  labor  organ¬ 
ization,  the  United  Mine  Workers,  which 
resulted  in  restoring  the  interstate 
agreement.  It  has  long  been  a  source 
of  weakness  to  producers  in  securing 
better  local  conditions  that  efforts  were 
not  concentrated.  In  this  particular 


they  have  seen  the  force  of  the  miners' 
union. 

The  Hocking  Coal  Operators’  Associ¬ 
ation,  as  the  new  body  is  called,  is  prac¬ 
tically  the  first  ever  composed  strictly 
of  producers  of  this  territory.  Horace 
L.  Chapman,  head  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company,  has  been  made  president, 
with  G.  C.  Weitzel,  general  manager  of 
the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  vice- 
president.  Frank  S.  Brooks,  who  for 
a  number  of  years  past  has  been  secre¬ 
tary  of  a  rather  loosely  organized  asso¬ 
ciation  of  Ohio  operators,  was  chosen 
for  the  same  position  in  the  new  body. 
The  headquarters  will  be  in  Columbus 
Savings  and  Trust  Company  building, 
this  city.  The  business  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  will  be  carried  cn  largely,  through 
an  executive  committee,  comprising  the 
following,  and  of  which  the  officers  .will 
be  ex-officio  members:  H.  H.  Heiner, 
vice-president  Sunday  Creek  Company, 
chairman;  A.  Brenholtz,  Imperial  Coal 
company ;  Thomas  Johnson,  president 
Johnson  Coal  Mining  Company;  E.  M. 
Poston,  president  New  York  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  and  Richard  Ederlin,  of  the  Car- 
bondale  Coal  Company,  of  Chillicothe. 
All  of  the  large  concerns  in  the  valley 
have  affiliated,  and  it  is  expected  that 
every  operator  will  become  a  member. 
In  addition  to  the  bettering  of  working 
conditions  of  the  mines,  the  association 
will  look  after  the  welfare  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  field  in  every  legitimate  way,  to  the 
end  that  it  may  suffer  no  disadvantage 
in  competition  with  other  coal-producing 
districts. 


Discuss  Fine  of  Miners. 

A  large  part  of  the  week  has  been 
consumed  by  the  operators  and  miners 
of  the  Hocking  district  in  discussing 
their  points  of  difference,  in  joint  con¬ 
ference  at  Athens.  One  of  the  provi¬ 
sions  insisted  upon  by  the  operators  is 
a  fine  of  $1  per  day  for  each  member  of 
the  union  employed  at  a  mine  in  which 
a  strike  has  been  entered  into  without 
authority.  This  is  a  great  source  of  loss 
to  mine  owners  in  the  busy  season.  The 
fact  that  the  union  officials  may  decide 
against  the  men  and  order  them  back 
to  work  does  not  reimburse  employers. 
It  is  believed  that  the  infliction  of  a 
penalty  will  do  away  with  many  petty 
disagreements.  The  fact  that  there  is 
no  rush  about  resuming  work  at  this 
time  makes  the  moment  opportune  for 
threshing  out  old  grievances,  and  the 
conference  may  continue  for  several 
days  to  come.  District  officials  are 
said  to  be  in  favor  of  granting  certain 
concessions,  but  the  difficulty  lies  in 
delivery  of  the  goods,  when  it  comes  to 
handling  the  rank  and  file,  who  are  very 
conservative  about  any  invasion  of  what 
they  consider  their  time-honored  rights. 
No  fear  is  felt  that  there  will  be  any 
split  in  the  negotiations  that  would  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  mines  resuming  work 
as  soon  as  the  market  demands  it. 


News  in  Brief. 

Harry  Hayward,  of  W.  A.  Gosline  & 
Co.,  Toledo,  paid  Columbus  a  visit  on 
Monday  last. 

F.  A.  Lumbar,  of  Lumbar  &  Crane, 
well-known  jobbers  of  Minneapolis,  was 
in  the  city  this  week. 

General  Manager  Armentrout,  of  the 
Portland  Coal  Company,  Portland,  W. 
Va.,  was  in  Columbus  on  Wednesday. 

George  Hutchinson,  formerly  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Coal  Company,  this 


city,  but  now  of  the  Pittsburgh  &  Buf¬ 
falo  Company,  Cleveland,  was  here  on 
Tuesday. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  northern  sales  agent 
of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Detroit,  was  in  Colum¬ 
bus  on  Monday. 

David  Shertzer,  late  of  Jacob  Rapp  & 
Co.,  and  for  a  number  of  years  promi¬ 
nently  connected  with  the  Columbus  re¬ 
tail  coal  trade,  has  disposed  of  his  in¬ 
terests  in  this  line  and  is  taking  a  rest, 
preparatory  to  engaging  in  some  other 
branch  of  business. 

John  Winefordner,  of  Duncan  Falls, 
Ohio,  was  in  the  city  last  week  on  busi¬ 
ness  connected  with  the  development  of 
a  660-acre  tract  of  coal  land  in  Hocking 
county.  This  property  was  recently  pur¬ 
chased  of  the  Starr  Coal  &  Land  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Columbus,  by  Mr.  Wineford¬ 
ner,  in  company  with  W.  A.  Knopp  and 
W.  J.  Cummings,  of  Bay  City,  Mich. 
Orders  have  been  placed  for  equipment 
for  the  first  mine  to  be  opened,  and  the 
work  of  getting  under  operation  will  be 
pushed  vigorously  this  summer.  The 
location  is  at  Star  Station,  on  the  main 
line  of  the  Hocking  Valley  Railway. 

The  entertainment  committee  for  the 
forthcoming  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  which  meets  in  Co¬ 
lumbus  May  26  and  27,  is  putting  forth 
every  effort  to  make  the  affair  a  suc¬ 
cess  from  the  social  standpoint.  A 
handsomely  printed  program  and  invi¬ 
tation  is  being  sent  out  this  week  in 
large  numbers.  This  will  be  followed 
up,  a  few  days  before  the  convention, 
with  another  reminder,  gotten  up  in 
unique  form.  Reports  from  traveling 
men  and  others  indicate  a  large  attend¬ 
ance.  Dealers  generally  are  counting  on 
coming  to  Columbus,  not  onlv  for  a 
good  time,  but  through  a  spirit  of  in¬ 
terest  in  the  good  work  being  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  association.  A  question 
box,  in  which  all  are  invited  to  place 
any  inquiries  regarding  matters  that 
have  come  up  within  their  own  experi¬ 
ence,  will  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
many  live  topics  before  the  convention 
for  discussion,  and  will  draw  out  val¬ 
uable  information  from  members. 


British  Coal  Exports. 


A  parliamentary  “white  paper,”  issued 
by  the  British  Government,  shows  that 
the  total  quantity  of  coal  exported  by 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  year 
1907,  amounted  to  63,601,000  long  tons, 
an  increase  of  more  than  8,000,000  tons, 
or  14  per  cent,  over  the  shipments  for 
the  year  1906.  The  destination  of  the 
shipments  were  as  follows ; 

tlncrease 
or  — de- 


Total 

Destination.  1907 

Tons 

North  European  countr’s.26,479,000 


South  European  countries. 

North  Africa,  and 

Egypt  . 30,081,000 

West  coast  of  Africa....  548,000 
British  South  Africa....  107,000 
East  coast  of  Africa. . .  .  287,000 

Indian  continent .  224,000 

China,  Japan,  and  Aus¬ 
tralasia  . 485,000 

Canada,  United  States 
(Atlantic),  and  Central 

America  .  276,000 

South  America  (Atlantic 

States)  .  4,339,000 

South  America  (Pacific 

States  .  775,000 


crease 
from  1906 
Tons 

14,744,000 


12,967,000 

191,000 

—90,000 

149,000 

18,000 

—46,000 


—96,000 

1150,00(1 

1223,000 


Because  of  the  high  prices  asked  by 
the  Rhenish-Westphalian  Coal  Syndi 
cate,  or  trust,  in  Germany,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Hamburg- American  Steamship  Company 
stated  at  the  annual  meeting  that  the 
company  had  been  compelled  to  pur 
chase  English  coal,  which  was  obtained 
at  $3.28,  as  compared  with  $3.95  per 
ton  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year. 


The  power  house  and  office  build 
ing  of  the  Black  Diamond  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  near  Saginaw,  Mich.,  which,  in 
the  course  of  construction,  were  burn¬ 
ed  to  the  ground  a  few  days  ago.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  between  $4,000 
and  $5,000.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is 
unknown. 


The  coal  business  formerly  con¬ 
ducted  at  Eaton  Ranids,  Mich.,  by 
William  Smith  has  been  purchased  by 
Milton  C.  Wyman  and  the  enterprise 
will  be  continued  under  the  name  of 
M.  C.  Wyman  &  Co. 


J.  H.  WICKHAM 

Accountant  and  Auditor 

CINCINNATI,  O. 

Books  Straightened  Out 

Royalty  Statements  Prepared 
Complete  and  Special  Audits 


Loomis- Arnold  Co. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
Engineers  and  Contractors  for 
the  Development  and  Equipment 
of  mines.  Building  of  Coal  Plants 
a  Specialty.  Coal  properties  for 
sale. 


Min*  31.  - Sh»f*r  Min* 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Officea 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secjr-Trcas. 

Detroit  Ollice:  88-91  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merldeth,  Vlce-Pres. 

Mlnera  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leaden — "Manhattan” 
lump  reacreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 

General  Officea  i 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManlgal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennlsh,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co.' 


Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus.  Ohio 
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Directory  of  Mlie  Operator!  aad  Wholesale 
Coal  aad  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Adver¬ 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 


ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  33 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 


Bldg . 86 

Moderewell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  5 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  0 

Diamond  C.  Sc  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  216  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  6 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg . 36 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg . 44 

Hunter  W.  Finch  Sc  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  36 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg . 44 

Hostler  Coal  Sc  Coke  Co.,  866  Dearborn 

St .  43 

Hedstrom,  E.  L.,  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  3 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 
Hesser,  J.  T.,  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  5 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  0 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  618  Marquette  Bldg .  36 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . 38 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 40 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  10 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 
Dearborn  St.  .  2 


Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 


Bldg .  44 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  Sc  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  Coal  Co.,  216  Dear¬ 
born  St .  10 


Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. . .  4 

Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St. . . .  8 


Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  6 


PAGE 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

D..  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  36 


North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St  South..  40 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co..  44 


St.  Paul — 


O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 


MISSOURL 

St.  Louis — 


Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  TOBX. 

Buffalo— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

P.  &  R.  C.  Sc  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  44 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  44 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  3 

New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 38 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Black,  Field  Sc  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  86 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  Sc  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  84 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 31 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  bldg .  36 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 81 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co . 44 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  6 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  37 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York . 10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  Sc  Coke. ...  40 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co .  40 


KARYLAND. 

Baltimore- 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 


Bldg .  T 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St  44 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  7 
Castner,  Curran  tc  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  46  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St . 38 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  4  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St  .  36 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St .  2 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  Sc  Iron  Co., 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  S 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  87 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  A  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  84 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Johnson,  W.  R.,  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg.  34 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg . 86 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  S 

Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  S 

Escanaha — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA. 

Duluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  86 


Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 

Syracuse— 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 

Utica. — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co .  33 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg...  88 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  St  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  36 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  88 

Howard  Colliery  Co . _- .  6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  40 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  86 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg . 36 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  4 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  4 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 


Cleveland — 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  C* .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  40 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  36 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 
Bldg  .  » 


Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co . .  28 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  39 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  28 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  S 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J..: .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co . .  T 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg..  86 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  *8 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  87 


T  AOS 

F  ENNSYL  VANIA. 

t  >  ladelphia — 


Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  38 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  io 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  Sc  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal .  44 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr  North  American 

Bldg .  38 

W.  H.  Piper  Sc  Co.,  Real  Estate  Sc  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

;  Bldg .  g 

Whitney  Sc  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

E  rie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  g 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  6 

Plttston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  27 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  Sc  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  Sc  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  Sc  C.  Co,  Schmclz 

Bldg .  35 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 
Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  Sc  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  st .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 33 

New  River  Con.  Coal  Sc  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  bldg .  35 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  5 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  86 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

-«ton — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  42 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  39 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  3 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  Sc  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  40 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 
Bldg .  10 


Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 


. . . . . . . .  w 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  40 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave.  40 

Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Superior — 

D.  L.  AW.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirteenth 

St .  7 

Philadelphia  4  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  44 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto —  _  , 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.’,  20  King  St.,  E .  85 

London —  ENGLAND. 


Chesapeake  4  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St . •••••••  81 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  86 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co . * 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mentioa 
The  Black  Diamond. 

SAGS 


Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  39 

Boilers — 

Kewanee  Boiler  Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill .  43 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa  .  34 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  87 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  86 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 33 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  30 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  37 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York . 37 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  46 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 


Cars  (Min*  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa..,.  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  46 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill...  83 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  it 

Ottumwa  Iron  Works,  Ottumwa.  low*. . .  86 
Phillips  Mine  Sc  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  84 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louia.  83 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago .  83 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 
coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 39 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  .  it 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago . 42 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  fork .  47 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  It 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago .  35 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  85 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  83 

Roberts  8c  Schaefer,  Chicago .  35 

Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Crossings  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 30 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  36 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  83 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  48 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  43 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Hockensmith  Wheel  Sc  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  46 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  85 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland...  39 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  87 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  85 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  46 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  46 

Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  81 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  87 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  36 


(Continued  on  page  32.) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 
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Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  Jour  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  given 
for  four  consecutive  insertions ,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 
yard.  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago.  _ 

WANTED  —  Well  educated  lady 

stenographer  and  bookkeeper,  with 
experience  in  coal  office.  Address  Box 
83,  care  Black  Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

MINE  FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE— 
Located  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  capac¬ 
ity  500  tons  per  day;  well  located  for 
city  trade;  also  on  one  of  the  best 
lines  to  Chicago.  Mine  and  top  works 
in  best  condition  and  now  being  op¬ 
erated.  Address  Box  60,  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  by  experienced  coal  man,  North¬ 
west  or  Southwest  preferred.  Refer¬ 
ences  from  former  employers  and 
leading  bankers  of  home  city.  Ad¬ 
dress  Sales  Manager,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  super¬ 
intendent  of  coal  mines.  Twelve  years’ 
experience  as  such.  Technical  educa¬ 
tion.  Successful  record.  Best  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  82,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Cheap,  coal  rights 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  Box  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 

OKLAHOMA  COAL  MINING 
PROPERTY  FOR  SALE— Or  trade, 
for  improved  Kansas  City  property  or 
Texas  land;  best  bargain  ever  offered 
in  Oklahoma  mining  property;  na¬ 
tional  lease  nearly  1,000  acres  on  main 
line  of  railroad;  best  freight  rates  and 
car  service;  highest  grade  of  coal.  Ad¬ 
dress  J.  A.  Gulick,  Scollard  building, 
Dallas,  Texas. 

FOR  SALE — Small  interest  in  new 

coal  mines  in  Kentucky,  located  on 

I.  C.  and  L.  &  N.,  producing  two  hun¬ 
dred  tons  per  day,  which  can  be  in¬ 
creased  to  one  thousand  with  compe¬ 
tent  man  who  understands  every  de¬ 
tail  in  operating  mines  to  take  the 
general  management.  Address  Box  85, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Salesman  for  Chicago 

and  northern  Illinois,  experienced 
man;  state  age,  salary,  etc.  Address 
Box  86,  care  The  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — 450  acres  of  coal  land, 
of  first  quality  splint  coal,  on  the 
Kanawha  &  West  Va.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  vein 
opened;  analysis  shows  60  per  cent 
fixed  carbon.  Natural  gas  available. 
Abiel  Abbot,  53  South  St.,  New  York. 


WANTED — To  lease  or  buy  a  going 

coal  mine  in  West  Virginia  on  the 
Western  Maryland  Railroad;  also  one 
on  the  Allegheny  Valley  Buffalo  Di¬ 
vision  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  or 
will  take  the  agency  for  the  sale  of 
the  coal  for  eastern  market,  but  the 
quality  must  be  the  very  best.  Have 
a  large  and  very  valuable  trade.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  7790,  care  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Large  acreage,  West¬ 
moreland  County  coal,  twenty  miles 
from  Pittsburgh.  Competitive  freights 
all  directions.  Drift  mines  opened  and 
shipping;  4^-ft.  vein.  Volatile  36, 
sulphur  1  to  1.50,  phosphorus  .010. 
One-tenth  the  price  of  Pittsburgh  vein. 
Value  steadily  increasing.  Attractive 
as  investment,  operating  or  leasing 
proposition.  Reasonable  terms.  F.  B. 
Lott,  924  Stephen  Girard  building, 
Philadelphia. 


WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


SALESMAN  acquainted  with  trade 

in  northern  Illinois,  part  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin  wants  to  connect  with 
operator,  Franklin  county  or  Carter- 
ville  preferred.  Good  sales  record. 
Address  Box  78,  care  of  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

WE  WANT — A  progressive  coal 

selling  agency  to  sell  our  long  and 
well  known  cannel  coal,  “the  best  that 
is  made."  Exclusive  sale  to  the  right 
party.  If  you  have  a  cannel  trade,  or 
can  sell  much  of  it,  wholesale,  write 
us.  Address  Box  81,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED  —  Position  as  traveling 

salesman  with  reliable  company;  am 
thoroughly  familiar  with  trade  in 
Michigan,  northern  Indiana  and  Ohio; 
reference  furnished.  Address  Box  84, 
care  of  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

with  producing  company,  only  for  In¬ 
diana  and  Michigan.  Six  years’  ex¬ 
perience  in  this  territory.  Address  Box 
87,  care  Black  Diamond. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  0. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Eailroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhorn  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of.  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

I'or  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above. *  1 


WANTED — Wholesale  coal  sales¬ 
man.  Must  be  acquainted  with  Mich¬ 
igan  trade.  Reply  with  full  informa¬ 
tion.  Address  Box  80,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — 257  acres  fine  coal 

land  on  Western  Maryland  railroad 
containing  Kittanning  and  all  other 
coal  up  to  big  vein,  controlling  front¬ 
age  of  about  4,000  acres  of  Kittanning 
and  Freeport  coal.  Very  desirable. 
Output  300  tons  daily.  Capacity  400. 
Electric  plant  comprising  two  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  electric  haulage  motors 
and  two  mining  machines,  one  125 
h.  p.  Erie  engine  and  boiler,  one  62J4 
k.  vv.  Milwaukee  generator.  Address 
Herald,  Piedmont,  W.  Va. 

PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL.  — De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C.,  April 
27,  1908.  Sealed  proposals,  plainly 
marked  on  the  outside  of  the  sealed 
envelope:  “Proposals  for  coal,”  and 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington  D.  C.,  will 
be  received  at  the  Indian  Office  until 
2  o’clock  p.  m.  of  Thursday,  May  28, 
1908,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
about  32,131  tons  of  coal  for  the  In¬ 
dian  Service  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1909.  Bids  must  be 
made  out  on  Government  blanks. 
Schedules  giving  the  quantities  want¬ 
ed,  form  of  proposal,  and  all  necessary 
instructions  will  be  furnished  upon  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Indian  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.;  to  the  Indian  ware¬ 
houses  at  New  York  City,  Chicago, 
111.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  San 
I'rancisco,  Cal.,  and  to  the  several  In¬ 
dian  agents  and  school  superintend¬ 
ents.  C.  F.  Larrabee,  Acting  Commis- 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie*  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


Smoke  Prevention 
and  Tuei  Economy 

By  WILLIAM  H.  BOOTH  and 
JOHN  B.  C.  KERSHAW 


Octavo,  194  Pages*  75 
Illustrations.  9  Price,  $2.50 


CONTENTS 

Preface.  Introduction.  The  Chemistry 
of  the  Combustion  Process.  Present 
Methods  of  Burning  Fuel  and  Their  De¬ 
fects.  Improved  Methods  of  Burning 
Fuel.  The  Examination  of  the  Waste 
Gases  and  the  Control  of  the  Combustion 
Process. 

APPENDIX 

Patent  Abstracts  —  Introductory  Note. 
A,  Abstracts  of  English  Patents.  B.  Ab¬ 
stracts  of  German  Patents.  C,  Abstracts 
of  U.  S.  A.  Patents. 

Fuel  Analysis,  Losses  and  Costs — Ta¬ 
ble  I,  Approximate  analysis,  calorifio 
values,  prices  and  comparative  costs  of 
various  English  and  Welsh  coals.  Table 
II,  Heat  in  B.  Th.  Units,  carried  away  by 
waste  gases,  per  pound  of  fuel  burnt. 
Table  III,  Percentage  of  fuel  wasted  by 
heat-losses  in  exit  gases.  Table  IV, 
Money  value  of  heat  losses  in  exit-gases. 

Miscellaneous  Extracts  —  A,  Goutel’* 
formula  for  calculating  the  calorific  value 
of  fuels  from  the  results  of  the.approxi* 
mate  analysis.  B,  Extract*  from  Mr.  C. 
E.  Stromeyer’s  1902  Memorandum  to  the 
Manchester  Steam  Users’  Association.  C, 
Rules  for  sampling  fuel*. 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 
for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  USINC - 


BUDA 


STANDARD 

SCALES 


The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  fully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  and 
many  other  style*.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(NASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway.  New  York 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  all  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Write  to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  PreBid.nt  D.  SINCLAIR,  G.n’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

of  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OR 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Caa  and  Steam  Coal 

Room.  419  *  420.  17  Battery  Place,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


YOUGH  STEAM  PUMPS 

. .  ""  :  MANUFACTURED  BY  ...  = 


BOYTS,  PORTER  &,  COMPANY 

CONNELSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 


NINE 

PUMPS 

TANK 

PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 

PUMPS 

COMPOUND 

PUMPS 


SINKING 

PUMPS 


Size:  24xl2x36-inch  Mine  Pump. 

12-inch  Suction,  10-inch  Discharge. 


Electrical 
Powdr  Pumpa 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pnmps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Preaanre  Pomp* 

Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pump* 

with 

Pot  Valva 
ater  Chamber 


Size:  7-inch  Piston,  10-inch  Stroke,  6-inch  Suction,  5-inch  Discharge, 
10  H.  P.  Westinghouse  Motor. 

Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumpa  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valvea.  Pumpa 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
4  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[May  9 


MINE  RAILS 

RAILS 

12  -16-  20  LB. 

NEW  RELAYING 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

M.  K.  FRANK 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

PITTSBURGH 

ML  mm  H  FOR  SALE.  CHOICE 

D/%||  ^  RE-LAYING 

ft  AHA  ft  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

™  (and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb., 

16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  you 
want  them  deliveied.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

^"We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

FOR  SALE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Bumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  86  in.  gauge,  1H  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  III. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy.  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co. .Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 

TO  ADVERTISERS 

READ  OUR 

WANT  COLUMN 

ON  PAGE  30 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 

hark  bargains 

in 

WAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

*r‘2ELNICKER”s«K!’ 

In  St.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists? 

J74  O  |  Two  Steam  Mine 

For  Pumps,  in  good 

A  U 1  *JU1V'  condition-one 
19x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 

W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

▼  STEEL 

1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT.  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BiOC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


Coal  Chutes 

FOR  SALE 


Having  torn  down  the  Engine 
Chutes  at  our  Empire  Mines, 
we  offer  them  for  sale  at  low 
price.  Ten  in  all.  Good  con¬ 
dition.  Complete  for  installa¬ 
tion  at  any  time. 


Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

PEORIA.  ILL. 


john  o.  Dewitt 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

-  AND  ■ 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  3  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Monaednock  Bldg. 

HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


Index  to  Advertisers. 

Continued  from  page  29. 
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Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Ottumwa, 

Iowa  .  35 

Stevens,  Ira  E.,  Chicago .  42 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Frog’s. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 

Hoisting  Towers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Jacks. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  80 

Itooomotlvea. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.;  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mrad-Morrtsen  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  45 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co .  32 

Iiarrles  (Coke). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Lubricators. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Co.,  Detroit .  32 

Mining  Machines  (Electric). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mine  Car  Hitching*. 

Broderick  &  Bascora  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louia 

Mo .  47 

Hockensmith  Wheel  4  Mine  Car  Co., 


Motors. 


Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  36 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Prospecting  Machinery. 

Cyclone  Drilling  Machinery  Co.,  Or¬ 
ville,  Ohio  .  43 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Pulverizers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio. .  41 

Pnnpa 

Boyts.  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa...  31 

Cook,  A.  D.,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind .  48 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ _  35 


Pumps  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Balls. 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  48 
Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  32 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa .  47 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Roofing — 

Barrett  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Seals*. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 80 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa . 46 

Sorssns  (Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  87 
Holmes,  Robert,  4  Bro.,  Danville,  HI....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Cov  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  83 
Phillips  Mine  4  Mill  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  34 
Sorssns  (Tard). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  83 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Foundry  4  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  80 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 80 


Wslgh  Baskets. 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  87 

Whssls. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  4  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Sta.,  Pa . 46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnea- 

ville,  Ohio  . 4{ 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis,  tl 
Wire  Bop*. 

Broderick  4  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St  Louia  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  86 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 


barre,  Pa  .  46 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co . M 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


PH  LADELPHIA 


CHICAGO 


INDI ANAP0LI5 


NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 


PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 


ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  i  rust  Bldg. 


Write  to 


1AIHAT  2 1  c  a  ton  means  to  the 
retail  coal  dealer  in  a  year  is 
explained  in  a  special  booklet  on 

Link-Belt  Coal  Pocket  Equip¬ 
ments. 


LINK-BELT 

COMPANY 


600-ton  pocket  erected  for  O.  H.  Perry,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  Capacity  of 
machinery,  60  tons  per  hour. 


SEATTLE 

440  New  York  Block 


DENVER 

Lindroth,  Shubart  &  Co. 


NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 
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The  Coal  Dealers’ 

Blue  Book 

Contain,  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 

Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 

Coal  ana  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

For  Detail.  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN 

COMPANY 

Pennsylvania  Building 

324  Dearborn  Street 

PHILADELPHIA 

ft 

CHICAGO 

IP  YOU  A IV  l'.  IJV  l)KAD  KAKXEST 

about  your  business,  and  want  permanent  success  in  it,  you  must  realize  that  you  face 
different  and  harder  problems  than  ever  before  confronted  a  business  man. 

Business  is  getting  to  be  a  scientific  and  difficult  game,  or  contest,  in  which  the 
ablest  and  best  prepared  only  can  hope  to  win  anything  worth  while. 

Therefore,  if  you  are  really  in  dead  earnest,  you  will  welcome  new  helps  and  new 
ideas— indeed,  you  will  go  after  them;  and  you  will  try,  too,  to  get  them  from  successful 

men  in  different  lines  of  business,  as  well  as  in  your  own. 

That  is  why  you  ought  to  have  the  magazine  of  new  business  ideas — “BUSINESS 
AID.”  It  is  not  as  big  as  a  load  of  coal,  but  it  may  be  worth  many  times  more  to  you  for 

the  points  it  gives  in  a  nutshell  on  business  methods,  advertising,  business  law,  what 

leading  business  men  and  editors  in  different  lines  are  saying,  etc. 

It  will  be  sent  on  trial  six  months  for  50  cenfs,  and  with  it  will  be  sent  FREE  a 
200-page,  cloth-bound  Vest  Pocket  Webster  Dictionary  containing  30  pages  of  valuable 
miscellaneous  information. 

So,  now,  if  you  are  in  dead  earnest,  and  mean  business — mean  to  seize  every  advantage 
within  your  reach  to  get  ahead,  and  keep  there,  write  today.  If  you  are  not  more  than 
satisfied,  just  ask  for  your  money  back,  and  it  will  be  returned. 

Address  “BUSINESS  AID,”  112  Clark  street,  Chicago,  Ill. 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  C.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO  ~ 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 

1228  M  jestic  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  Qeneral  Salea  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld'g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[May 


J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  I  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


<( 


99 


R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAIv 


STEAM — CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  P  reparation 


From  the  mode!  mines  of  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  ot  seven  loot  coal 


Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

—  WRITE  FOR  PR  ICES 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY,  1,23 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


Mines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co., 


PITTSBURG 


Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment. 


Phillips 
Patent 
Automatic 
Cross-Over 

v>a?  Tip.  2  Springs  on  Horns  Protect  Cars. 

SCREENINQ  PLANTS  COMPLETE— Scream,  Screen  Bin,  Chnlee,  Mine  Cm,  ill  itylao.  We  mike  the  enly  simple  md  succoesfut  patent  waste  packed  Car  Wheal  on  the  Market,  Let  us  submit  plans  end  estimates. 


The  Simplest  and 
strongest  Tip 
made.  Guaran¬ 
teed  not  to  get  out 
of  order.  Capacity 
unlimited. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Goal  Washeries  =  Coal  Tipples 

(ANY  SYSTEM)  (WOOD  OR  STEEL) 

ROBERTS  SCHAEFER  COMPANY 

CONSULTING  ENGINEERS  AND  CONTRACTORS 

FOR 

COMPLETE  COAL  MINING  PLANTS 

OLD  COLONY  BUILDING  CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 


Fairbanks,  Morse  Oo. 


Write  for  information  concerning  the  many  suc¬ 
cessful  plants  we  have  built. 


Mention  the  Black  Diamond. 


Chicago,  Ill. 

Designers  and  Builders  of 

Fast  Unloading  Towers,  with  or  without  cable 
railway.  Storing  and  Reclaiming  Bridges, 
Screening  and  Shipping  Pockets,  etc. 


Ottumwa  Loaders  Known  World  Over 


OTTUMWA  LOADERS 


CHEAPEN  PRODUCTION 
INCREASE  TONNAGE 
PREVENT  DELAYS 


An  Ottumwa  Steam  Loader. 


Over  300  Now  in  Use 


LET  US  TELL  YOU  HOW  YOU  CAN 
SAVE  MOKE  THAN  ENOUGH  IN  A 
VERY  SHORT  TIME  TO  PAY  FOR 
THE  MACHINE. 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 


Ma.in  Office  a.rvd  Fa.ctory 
OTTUMWA.  IOWA 


d  ,  nc  .  1  CHICAGO,  ILL..  Old  Colony  Bldg  ,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agt. 

Branch  Oliices  (  HOUSTON,  TEXAS,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Car  Puller  which  alone  is  worth  purchase  price  of  machine 
for  preventing  blockades  on 
loading  tracks. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


C.B> 
HONTAS' 
.SMOKELESS^ 
^COAL^ 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Ow  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

la  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  Indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Office*  "  C.CB.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Caal  Branch  Offices 


I  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  f , 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building.  Chicago.  I1L 
50  Congress  'treet.  Boston.  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tarry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres.  M.  O.  BROOKS,  Vlce-Pres.  and  Qen’l  Mgr.  WM.  BURLINQHAM,  Western  Mgr. 

71  Broadway,  New  York  Richmond,  Va.  Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


TRADE  ADniRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  * 

PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


GENERAL  OFFICE3 

■  BUILDING  CHICAGO 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  wWMI- 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaee  and  Foundry  Use. 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR 

DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


/\  m  p  p  A  D  A  D  I  C?  O  A  I  ETC  KJ  A  M  at  $2°0  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  Indifferent  salesmen  at 
”  **  t  L/  M  r  M  D  LC  OM  LLDIVI  AN  $50  per  month.  It’a  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1100-1150  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St 


William  Marmet,  Prc*t.  Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest.  Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Preat.  and  Gcn’l  Mgr. 

THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 


Sole  Mlaers  sad 
Shippers  of 


MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gsauine  Cedar  Grove) 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 


Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 


The  Hayward  Company,  50  Church  st..  New  York 


iONfi  OISTANGE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1982 

PECTOK  t>S»vo 

WARD  ft  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWABB  A  HUDSON  CO’S  EACH  AW  ANNA  COAL  i 

BOSTON  OFFICE”.  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The  Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  f*  d"|  A  ¥ 
Bituminous  v  vill/ 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDER8  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  SelhDumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Eagle 

Iron 


Works 


If  you  have 
Coal  to  Sell 

advertise  the  fact  in  The  Black  Diamond. 
Let  the  retail  coal  dealers  and  users  of 
steam  coal  know  vou  are  on  earth,  up-to- 
snuff  and  desirous  of  doing  more  busi¬ 
ness.  Blow  your  own  horn~if  you  don’t 
it  won’t  be  blown. 

Your  life  will  be  a  failure  if  you  put  off 
until  tomorrow  that  which  should  be 
done  to-day.  Write  to-day  for  adver¬ 
tising  rates. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM 

DOMESTIC 


COAL — FAIRMONT — COKE 


( FOUNDRY 
i FURNACE 
CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices,  Boston,  New  York.  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives,  SANDERS  &  CO.,  LONDON 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 


Miners  and  Shippers 


Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 

J NO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 

Mines  K.  S,  M.  R.y„  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND 

ANTHRACITE 


COAL 


DAYTOJI.  OHIO 


PBALB,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


:  of  New  York,  Colliery  Owners. 


ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peal*.  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Gen.  Mgr. 

J.  H.  Luml.y,  Treasurer, 

H.  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  Mgr.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Salea  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallaca,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  8Tkaw*wha1 coalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


1  BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 


Minora  and  Shippers  of 


STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF 
Bituminous  Coal 


9t 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Psx.)  Smokeless  Coeds 
Office,  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  8EC'Y.  AND  TREA8. 


ft.  H.  RICHARDSON,  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER-KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINES) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band’’  and  “Blue  Creek” 

Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mfr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1026*10X7 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910.  CINCINNATI 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents  «.  B.  pultz,  Mfr. 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  4  Coke  Co., Boston, Mass.  Un,0RjomI fioi’io 


Mention  Til  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser*. 
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Vol.  40.  No.  20. 


CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 


MAY  16,  1908. 


NEW  YORK 
PITTSBURGH 


$3.00  Per  Year. 


Mining  in  Partially  Exhausted  Fields 


Cost  Increases  When  Lower  Strata  Are  Relied  Upon  and  Attention  Is  Drawn  to  the  Need  of  Taking  More  Coal  from 
the  Upper  Veins  While  It  Is  Still  Possible — Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Puts  Down  a  Concrete  Caisson 
Near  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  to  Prevent  the  Mine  from  Flooding — An  Engineering  Feat  Is  Disclosed  Which  is  Almost 
Unique. 


What  is  now  a  theory  in  one  part  of  the  coal 
producing  area  of  the  United  States  is  a  fact 
in  another.  It  is  considered  in  the  bituminous 
field  that  to  leave  too  much  coal  in  the  ground 
is  a  wasteful  economy,  but  seemingly  unavoid¬ 
able  because  of  the  greater  cost  of  mining  if 
more  coal  is  to  be  taken,  and  because  of  the 
exceedingly  small  margin  between  cost  and 
market  value.  The  bituminous  operators  in 
theory  know  that,  to  supply  the  demand  for 
coal  later,  it  is  going  to  be  necessary  to  go 
back  and  take  some  of  this  coal  left  in  the 
ground  or  to  go  deeper  into  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  and  get  the  coal  which  now  seems  almost 
inaccessible. 

It  is  a  known  fact,  however,  that  the  coal 
supply  is  getting  short  in  the  anthracite  fields. 
The  mine  owners  there,  in  the  old  days,  prac¬ 
tised  the  same  kind  of  economy  as  are  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  operators  today  and  for  identically 
the  same  reason  they  had  no  organization  of 
operating  companies;  they  were  cutting  prices 
and  they  had  to  take  the  coal  that  came  the 
cheapest  and  the  easiest. 

Today  the  anthracite  companies  are  being 
forced  to  get  any  coal  that  is  available,  if  they 
are  going  to  supply  the  demand.  They  are 
having  to  overcome  almost  insuperable  difficul¬ 
ties  in  mining  methods.  They  are  being  com¬ 
pelled  to  go  to  lengths  in  the  matter  of  putting 
in  expensive  appliances,  the  mere  suggestion  of 
which  would  frighten  the  bituminous  operators. 
And  yet  it  is  to  things  of  this  sort  that  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  operators  are  being  driven  speedily 
unless  they  change  tactics. 

To  those  who  are  looking  for  the  welfare  of 


the  public  and  who  are  not  expected  to  con¬ 
sider  the  welfare  of  the  coal  operators,  this 
thing  appeals  with  peculiar  emphasis.  It  is 
admitted  that  the  price  paid  for  anthracite 
makes  possible  the  methods  now  used  by  the 
coal  operators  in  mining  anthracite  coal  by 
installing  expensive  mechanism.  It  is  realized 
that  if  present  methods  had  been  employed 
years  ago  and  all  of  the  coal  taken  from  the 
ground,  as  the  operators  came  to  it,  there 
would  not  have  been  the  same  necessity  now 
to  resort  to  the  more  expensive  forms  of  min¬ 
ing.  The  burden  of  expense  of  mining  all  of 
the  coal  would  have  been  borne  by  the  earlier 
users  and  the  later  users  and,  being  distributed, 
would  have  been  lighter  than  it  is  today.  As  it 
is  the  whole  load  of  the  higher  cost  of  anthra¬ 
cite  mining  will  have  to  fall  now  and  in  fu¬ 
ture  upon  present  and  prospective  consumers 
of  this  coal.  They  will  not  only  have  to  pay 
the  higher  cost  of  mining  today,  but,  through 
the  growing  scarcity  of  the  fuel,  will  have  to 
pay  at  least  the  interest  on  the  money  invested 
in  that  coal  which  has  been  left  in  the  ground 
at  the  old  workings. 

The  bituminous  fields  will,  sooner  or  later, 
get  into  the  same  positions,  identically,  as 
are  the  anthracite  fields  today.  They  will 
come  to  the  point  where  they  will  regret  the 
wasteful  methods  of  earlier  times  and  will  have 
to  go  to  tremendous  expense  to  get  at  the 
deeper  veins  of  bituminous  coal  with  which  to 
supply  the  market  demand.  If  this  coal  could 
all  be  taken  out  now  it  would  cost  only  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  at  present.  In  future  the  cost 
is  going  to  be  even  greater.  What  to  do  is  a 


question  of  policy,  not  only  for  the  coal  mine 
operator  but  for  the  people  in  general  and  es¬ 
pecially  for  the  United  States  government  to 
decide.  If  the  wasteful  methods  are  going  to 
be  pursued  the  future  generations  will  have  to 
pay  the  freight.  It  is  a  question  whether  the 
government  is  going  to  lay  such  burdens  upon 
the  coal  producers  as  will  shift  the  burden  of 
economic  coal  mining  to  future  generations  or 
whether  the  present  generation  is  going  to  be 
willing  to  share  the  cost  with  those  who  are 
to  follow.  This  is  along  the  line  of  conserv¬ 
ing  the  natural  resources  of  the  country  and  its 
discussion  is  heartily  recommended  to  the 
meeting  of  the  governors  of  the  various  states 
which  is  now  assembled  with  the  President 
at  Washington. 

There  seems  now  to  be  one  way  only  in 
which  this  waste  can  be  eliminated  and  by 
which  the  proper  economies  in  coal  mine  de¬ 
velopment  can  be  introduced.  That  appears  to 
be  in  the  merging  of  a  number  of  the  smaller 
companies  into  one  or  more  comprehensive 
coal  producing  concerns.  It  will  be  necessary, 
of  course,  to  keep  these  big  concerns  under 
proper  government  supervision  and  the  coal 
land  in  the  government’s  hands  to  a  certain 
extent,  nevertheless  the  method  seems  essen¬ 
tial.  To  many  this  may  appear  as  an  apology 
for  existing  or  proposed  consolidations  of 
mines.  In  reality  it  is  neither  but  is  a  presen¬ 
tation  of  a  big  difficulty  confronting  the  coal 
companies  and  the  coal  consumers  and  an  hon¬ 
est  effort  to  see  some  way  out  of  it.  As  illus¬ 
trating  the  need  for  some  saner  method  of 
taking  bituminous  coal  from  the  ground  than 


t 

A  Concrete  Caisson  Sunk  to  Enclose  the  D.  L.  G>  W’s  No.  3  Shaft  Near  Wilkesbarre. 
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was  used  when  the  anthracite  product  was 
first  mined  it  is  desirable  to  call  attention  to  a 
piece  of  construction  work,  to  the  difficulties 
which  must  be  overcome  and  especially  to  the 
reasons  given  by  the  builders  of  this  work,  why 
such  an  expenditure  is  made  necessary  today. 

Across  the  Susquehanna  River  from  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa.,  within  a  mile  of  the  city,  there  is 


more  serious  problems  tnan  were  encountered 
a  generation  ago.  The  cost  of  mining,  conse¬ 
quently,  is  increasing  with  the  difficulties. 

In  the  century  that  has  passed,  since  the 
utility  of  anthracite  was  discovered,  its  mining 
has  developed  from  the  production  of  a  limited 
supply  for  local  domestic  uses  to  a  vast  in¬ 
dustry  supporting  a  population  of  more  than  a 


Sinking  the  Cutting  Edge. 


now  being  completed  a  piece  of  work  by  a 
method  which  has  not  before  been  attempted 
in  the  anthracite  region.  It  is  a  striking  illus¬ 
tration  of  the  complexity  of  modern  anthracite 
mining  as  compared  with  the  simple  methods 
of  former  days.  This  undertaking  is  nothing 
less  than  the  making  of  a  concrete  shaft  wall 
above  ground  and  the  gradual  lowering  of  it  to 
enclose  a  mine  shaft.  The  concrete  enclosure 
is  48  feet  10  inches  by  14  feet  wide.  Eventually 
the  shaft  will  be  divided,  making  in  effect  three 
separate  shafts,  one  to  accommodate  two  cages 
for  hoisting  coal,  one  for  a  pump  and  ladder 
way,  and  one  for  an  upcast  airway.  It  is  at 
the  Woodward  colliery  of  the  Delaware,  Lack¬ 
awanna  &  Western  Railroad  Company,  and 
known  as  the  No.  3  shaft. 

Though  unusual  as  an  engineering  work,  this 
method  of  sinking  a  shaft  is  chiefly  interesting, 
perhaps,  because  it  shows  what  a  vast  change 
in  mining  methods  is  brought  about  by  the 
exhaustion  of  the  veins  which  were  compara¬ 
tively  easy  to  reach.  The  first  anthracite  coal 
was  taken  from  the  “outcroppings”  where  the 
coal  strata  came  to  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
and  when  this  was  no  longer  possible,  the  most 
accessible  and  thickest  veins  were  next  mined. 
At  that  time  the  aim  was  to  get  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  coal  for  the  least  possible 
outlay,  and  little  thought  was  given  to  ad¬ 
vanced  methods  to  prevent  waste  and  conserve 
the  future  supply.  All  that  is  changed.  The 
thick  veins  of  coal  lying  near  the  surface  have 
practically  been  exhausted  in  most  of  the  an¬ 
thracite  region.  Shafts  were  sunk  to  the 
thicker  veins,  and  where  there  are  thinner 
veins  underlying,  the  shafts  have  to  be  sunk 
deeper  to  supply  the  demands  for  coal. 

In  order  to  mine  the  coal  it  is  necessary  to 
have  the  openings  over  the  roadway  about  six 
feet  in  height  to  accommodate  the  mules  and 
cars,  and  as  the  thin  veins  vary  from  2 54  to 
5  feet  in  thickness,  enough  rock  must  be  re¬ 
moved  to  obtain  this  height.  The  result  is 
that  every  new  phase  of  anthracite  mining  is 
more  complex  than  the  last. 

The  exhaustion  of  the  thicker  veins  has 
caused  a  breaking  of  the  overlying  strata, 
which  causes  a  large  inflow  of  water.  The 
pumping,  the  increasing  length  of  haulage  ways 
in  the  mines,  hoisting  and  ventilation  are  far 


million  people.  Within  the  last  ten  years,  the 
anthracite  operators  have  revolutionized  min¬ 
ing  methods,  dney  have  introduced  economies 
which  at  one  time  would  have  been  scorned 
but  which  are  now  recognized  as  being  the 
part  of  wisdom  and  foresight.  A  vein  of  coal 


acre,  and  realize  that  the  time  is  coming  when 
every  form  of  waste  will  be  regretted. 

It  follows  from  the  fact  that  the  anthracite 
in  the  most  available  locations  has  been  well 
nigh  exhausted,  that  shafts  must  be  sunk  in 
more  unfavorable  and  hazardous  locations,  in 
places  where  operations  would  never  have  been 
located  in  the  earlier  stages  of  mining.  This 
is  the  case  in  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railroad  Company’s  Woodward  No. 
3  shaft.  Its  location  is  on  the  flat  lands  of  the 
Susquehanna  River,  which  are  only  a  few  feet 
above  the  normal  level  of  the  river,  the  water 
overflowing  these  flats  nearly  every  year. 

The  character  of  the  soil,  combined  with  the 
proximity  of  the  river,  is  what  led  the  com¬ 
pany’s  engineers  to  decide  on  a  concrete  shaft 
wall  or  caisson.  There  are  layers  of  sand, 
gravel,  quicksand  and  clay  overlying  the  rock. 
After  excavation  into  this  surface,  at  any  point, 
the  water  is  found  to  maintain  the  same  level 
as  in  the  river.  In  sinking  the  shaft  through 
this  surface,  it  becomes  even  more  difficult  than 
it  would  be  to  put  a  shaft  in  the  river  itself. 
The  use  of  any  other  method  than  the  one  em¬ 
ployed  would  be  much  more  hazardous  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  shaft  and  the  preservation 
of  life. 

The  contract  for  sinking  the  concrete  shaft 
and  connecting  it  with  the  rock  strata  was  let 
to  the  Foundation  Company  of  New  York,  the 
concern  which  laid  the  foundations  for  the 
Singer  building  and  many  other  of  Manhattan's 
lofty  sky-scrapers. 

In  sinking  the  shaft,  it  was  first  necessary  to 
construct  a  steel  cutting  edge,  generally  oblong 
in  shape  with  rounded  corners.  The  length  of 
this  shoe  over  all  was  fifty-nine  feet  six  inches, 
and  its  width  twenty-eight  feet.  The  outer 
extremity  of  this  cutting  edge  consists  of  one- 
half  inch  steel,  and  is  about  thirty  inches  in 
height,  and  riveted  to  this  on  the  inner  side, 
about  eight  inches  from  the  bottom,  is  a  hori¬ 
zontal  steel  plate,  one-half  inch  in  thickness 
and  twenty-four  inches  in  width,  which  answers 
for  a  shelf  to  support  the  concrete,  which 
tapers  inwardly  to  a  thickness  of  seven  feet  on 
the  sides. 

A  pit  was  dug  to  a  depth  of  about  fifteen 
feet.  On  the  bottom,  made  perfectly  level,  was 
placed  this  steel  cutting  edge,  which  sur¬ 


‘False  Work”  Ready  for  Concrete. 


in  a  colliery  is  not  opened  to  be  abandoned  as 
soon  as  the  richer  layers  of  coal  have  been 
mined.  The  colliery  is  operated  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  all  of  the  available  coal.  The  op¬ 
erators  recognize  the  fact  that  the  supply  of 
anthracite  in  the  country  is  limited,  and  are 
endeavoring  to  obtain  a  maximum  yield  per 


rounded  the  location  chosen  for  the  shaft. 
Then  molds  or  forms  were  made  of  wood, 
and  laid  upon  the  steel  cutting  edge,  for  the 
concrete  walls,  to  a  height  of  about  twenty 
feet.  When  the  concrete  became  sufficiently 
hardened,  excavations  were  made  from  the  cen- 
(Concluded  on  page  23.) 
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Illinois  Mines  Have  Resumed  Activity 


An  Agreement  Is  Reached  at  the  Springfield  Conference  by  Which  the  Miners  Reassume  the  Shot 
Firers*  Expense  and  Plan  for  a  Closed  Shop — Value  of  Settling  State  Affairs 
Prior  to  Interstate  Agreement  Is  Demonstrated. 


The  Illinois  coal  mine  operators  and  miners 
have  reached  an  agreement  as  to  wages  and 
conditions  to  obtain  in  all  the  mines  within 
the  state  of  Illinois  operated  by  members  of 
the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  for  a 
period  of  two  years,  terminating  March  31, 
1910.  All  the  mines  operated  by  members  of 
the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  were 
in  consequence  ready  to  resume  work  on 
Monday  morning  of  this  week  and  a  great 
many  of  them  made  a  start  in  that  direction, 
the  demand  for  coal  being  sufficiently  strong 
to  warrant  a  limited  production.  It  took  the 
better  part  of  the  week  to  get  the  mines  in 
condition  to  produce  anywhere  near  the  nor¬ 
mal  amount  of  coal  and  the  first  shipments 
will  not  reach  the  average  consumer  much  be¬ 
fore  Monday  of  next  week. 

The  joint  meeting  of  miners  and  operators 
held  in  Springfield  on  last  Saturday  proved 
harmonious  and  altogether  satisfactory,  the 
agreement  being  signed  on  Saturday  evening. 
Votes  taken  by  the  various  locals  of  mine 
workers  which  were  cast  on  Monday,  May  4, 
and  counted  on  Friday  and  Saturday  morning, 
being  tabulated,  showed  a  fair  majority  in 
favor  of  the  two  questions  submitted  on  a 
referendum.  Had  the  miners  understood  the 
situation  fully  as  it  was  supposed  they  did  the 
majority  evidently  would  have  been  very  much 
more  in  favor  of  the  two  propositions.  The 
vote,  however,  was  sufficiently  heavy  in  favor 
to  carry  both  questions  at  issue  by  such  a 
majority  as  would  warrant  both  sides  in  en¬ 
tering  into  a  contract  under  those  conditions. 
On  Friday  afternoon  the  members  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Coal  Operators’  Association  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Springfield  and  took  up  a  vote  on  the 
same  questions,  these  having  been  submitted 
to  the  mine  owners  also  on  a  referendum.  The 
operators  were  not  altogether  in  accord  with 
the  compromises  but  in  the  spirit  of  give 
and  take  decided  to  raise  no  material  objec¬ 
tions  and  so  permitted  the  agreement  to  be 
signed  without  protest. 

Questions  at  Issue. 

The  two  big  questions  at  issue  were,  of 
course,  the  re-assumption  of  the  shot  firers’ 
expense  by  the  members  of  the  mine  workers’ 
association  of  Illinois  and  the  open  shop  in 
non-association  mines.  There  was  no  division 
of  opinion  that  amounted  to  much  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  reassuming  the  shot  firers’  expense. 
The  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  re¬ 
fused  absolutely  to  have  anything  further  to 
do  with  it  and  the  mine  workers,  seeing  that 
to  insist  would  bring  down  a  fight,  determined 
to  yield  the  point  they  had  made  on  that  and 
willingly  assumed  the  burden.  However,  when 
it  came  to  a  question  of  voting  on  the  reas¬ 
sumption  of  the  shot  firers’  expense  it  was 
found  that  a  good  deal  of  the  adverse  vote  of 
the  miners  arose  from  the  unwillingness  of  the 
mine  workers  who  did  not  come  in  contact 
with  the  shot  firers  to  impose  this  burden  upon 
the  miners  who  did  have  to  work  with  the  shot 
firers. 

With  regard  to  the  open  shop  opposition  the 
miners  and  operators  came  to  understand  each 
other  very  thoroughly  during  the  prolonged 
conference  at  Springfield  and  while  apparently 
there  is  no  change  in  the  wording  of  the  old 
agreement,  there  is  a  mighty  big  change  in  the 
mental  attitudes  of  both  the  miners  and  opera¬ 
tors  toward  this  question.  The  operators  want 
it  understood  that  they  are  not  sticklers  for  any 
exact  phraseology  in  the  agreement  but  that 
they  do  insist  the  contract  shall  apply  only 
between  the  members  of  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association  and  members  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois.  The  purport 
of  the  agreement  is  that  the  operators’  asso¬ 
ciation  agrees  that  in  mines  of  both  present 
and  future  members  no  one  shall  be  employed 


who  is  not  a  member  of  the  miners’  union.  On 
the  other  hand  they  want  the  mine  workers  to 
understand  that  in  the  future  no  one  who  is  a 
member  of  the  mine  workers’  union  can  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  mine  the  owner  of  which  is  not 
a  member  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  As¬ 
sociation. 

The  wording  of  the  contract  in  this  respect 
is  identical  with  that  of  a  year  ago.  The  spirit 
in  which  this  contract  is  to  be  carried  out  is 
practically  everything  in  the  future  relations 
between  the  mine  operators  and  mine  workers. 
The  latter  know  today  that  if  the  agreement  is 
not  lived  up  to  in  its  letter  the  mine  operator 
is  much  disposed  to  cancel  the  contract  and 
bring  things  to  an  issue  with  the  miners’  as¬ 
sociation.  Interpretation  of  this  clause  of  the 
contract  will,  of  course,  rest  entirely  with 
President  Walker  of  the  Mine  Workers  of 
Illinois.  There  is  assurance  in  this  fact  alone. 
President  Walker  conducted  himself  in  such  a 
manner  while  the  conference  was  in  session  it 
gave  every  person  in  attendance  the  decided 
impression  that  he  is  not  only  a  mine 
workers’  official  of  unusual  ability  but  a  man 
of  great  personal  power,  absolute  honesty  and 
of  utmost  sincerity.  His  conduct  all  the  way 
through  was  manly  and  courageous  and  he 
gave  every  one  the  impression  that  the  deal¬ 
ings  in  the  future  would  be  open  and  above 
board. 

Mr.  Walker’s  Personality. 

Probably  no  official  in  any  labor  union  has 
so  greatly  impressed  the  opposite  side  as  did 
Mr.  Walker  in  the  prolonged  conference  which 
has  just  closed  at  Springfield.  Now  they  are 
practically  unanimous  in  commending  him  for 
his  actions.  They  admit,  nevertheless,  that  he 
drove  a  pretty  shrewd  bargain  and  fought 
hard  when  the  situation  was  such  as  to  warrant 
a  fight.  When  he  knew  it  was  time  for  him 
to  recede  from  his  position  he  said  so  very 
manfully  and  candidly  and  proceeded  to  retire. 
This  especially  was  the  case  when  the  assump¬ 
tion  of  the  shot  firers’  expense  was  under  dis¬ 
cussion.  When  convinced  that  he  could  not 
get  that  through  he  told  the  mine  operators 
and  workers  together  that  it'  was  to  the  mine 
workers’  best  interest  to  drop  the  subject.  On 
the  other  hand  when  he  was  convinced  that 
the  open  shop  plan  in  the  form  desired  by  the 
operators  could  not  be  put  through  the  miners’ 
convention  he  quite  as  frankly  told  the  mine 
operators  that  they  would  have  to  retire.  It 
was  almost  solely  upon  Mr.  Walkers’  word  as 
a  man  that  the  open  shop  in  its  present  form 
could  not  pass  a  referendum  vote  of  the  miners 
that  the  operators  decided  to  adopt  the  old 
clause  on  that  subject. 

Two  years  ago  when  the  agreement  was  un¬ 
der  consideration  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
miners’  organization  made  contracts  with  the 
independent  operators  which  nullified  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  closed  shop  clause.  There  was,  of 
course,  no  absolute  warrant  for  believing  this 
year  that  the  same  thing  could  not  be  done 
over.  Mr.  Walker,  however,  was  questioned 
by  the  coal  operators  as  to  whether  any  con¬ 
tracts  existed  which  would  interfere  with  the 
satisfactory  operation  of  the  closed  shop  prin¬ 
ciples  and  he  declared  that  there  was  abso¬ 
lutely  none.  The  operators  had  such  implicit 
confidence  in  Mr.  Walker’s  integrity  that  they 
accepted  his  statement  without  further  quibble 
and  are  now  relying  upon  him  to  put  the 
closed  shop  idea  in  the  entire  state  of  Illinois 
into  almost  immediate  effect. 

On  the  whole  the  members  of  the  Illinois 
Coal  Operators’  Association  are  very  well  sat¬ 
isfied  with  the  agreements  just  made.  It  was 
necessary  on  some  points  to  make  concessions 
and  for  some  districts  to  give  way  in  favor  of 
other  districts.  Rut  on  the  whole  the  contract 
is  beneficial  to  all  of  the  operators  of  the  state 


and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  prac¬ 
tically  removing  all  difficulties  for  another  two 
years  at  least. 

Position  Was  Correct. 

What  is  more  to  the  point  probably  than 
anything  else  is  the  fact  that  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association  has  demonstrated  the 
correctness  of  its  original  theory  which  was 
that  an  interstate  conference  or  joint  bargain¬ 
ing  as  to  the  rise  or  fall  of  wages  is  an  unim¬ 
portant  matter  until  other  state  questions  have 
been  eliminated  and  agreements  reached  on 
important  questions  governing  conditions. 
This  is  very  clearly  set  forth  not  only  in  the 
happy  results  which  have  been  issued  from  the 
Illinois  conference  but  from  the  confusion  into 
which  the  eastern  states  have  been  thrown 
since  they  entered  an  agreement  as  to  wages. 
In  the  long  run  the  least  important  matter  of 
all  was  settled  first  by  the  eastern  states  leav¬ 
ing  the  more  important,  namely,  the  condi¬ 
tions,  to  be  thrashed  out  by  the  various  states 
and  districts  individually  after  the  agreement 
had  been  made  and  mines  resumed  operations. 

While  Illinois  shows  no  disposition  to  boast 
of  its  success  at  the  expense  of  the  operators 
of  the  three  states  it  nevertheless  is  inclined 
to  point  decisively  to  the  correctness  of  its 
original  theory.  It  held  all  along  that  an  in¬ 
terstate  conference  was  of  absolutely  no  value 
until  the  matters  within  the  state  had  been  set¬ 
tled  satisfactorily.  It  did  not  want  to  give  the 
miners  an  opportunity  to  join  in  an  interstate 
conference  and  then  compel  the  operators  to 
go  over  all  of  the  ground  a  second  time,  keep¬ 
ing  the  mine  operators  unsettled  as  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  for  an  almost  indefinite  period  while  the 
mines  were  still  in  operation.  Illinois  believed 
that  state  matters  should  be  settled  first  and 
especially  those  matters  which  referred  to  min¬ 
ing  conditions  and  that  the  agreement  as  to 
the  rise  or  fall  of  wages  should  be  the  last 
matter  under  discussion,  this  coming  before 
the  joint  interstate  convention.  Because  the 
United  Mine  Workers  would  not  submit  to  this 
method  of  procedure  Illinois  withdrew  from 
the  joint  interstate  conference  and  decided  to 
hold  a  conference  with  its  own  men  solely. 

Exactly  the  thing  which  Illinois  predicted 
would  come  to  pass  has  happened  and  has  oc¬ 
curred  in  precisely  the  way  Illinois  indi¬ 
cated  it  would  come  about.  Acting  upon  its 
own  stand  Illinois  has  treated  with  its  men 
separately,  demonstrating  that  it  can  take  care 
of  itself  and  also  strengthening  its  own  organ¬ 
ization  by  doing  so  while  the  eastern  states 
agreed  as  to  wages  first  and  then  had  to  fight 
over  the  question  of  conditions  as  though  the 
subject  matter  were  entirely  new  and  no  agree¬ 
ment  of  any  character  existed.  The  point  of 
embarrassment  now  is  that  having  agreed  upon 
wages  they  can  not  really  keep  the  mines 
closed  while  the  other  questions  are  under 
discussion  as  this  in  consequence  enables  the 
mine  workers  to  delay  action  on  the  conditions 
•  as  long  as  they  please  and  really  puts  them 
in  a  position  where  they  are  not  compelled  to 
give  the  operators  an  immediate  decision.  In 
other  words,  the  mine  owners  have  given  the 
mine  workers  the  whip  hand  in  negotiating  on 
some  of  the  most  vital  questions  that  refer  to 
the  relation  of  miners  and  operators. 

Particular  point  is  made  of  this  question 
now  for  guidance  in  the  future  and  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  record.  The  joint  interstate  wage  con¬ 
ference  is  going  to  come  up  eighteen  or  twenty 
months  hence  in  about  the  same  form  that  it 
is  laid  down  now.  Whether  the  joint  inter¬ 
state  conference  will  be  as  comprehensive  then 
as  prior  to  this  year  or  whether  it  will  be  as 
extensive  then  as  it  is  now  will  depend  upon 
what  stand  the  mine  workers  take  with  regard 
(Concluded  on  page  33.) 
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Commission  Forces  Through  Routing 


Cardiff  Coal  Company  Wins  in  an  Important  Action  Against  the  St.  Paul  and  Wabash  in  Hearing 

Before  the  Goverment’s  Traffic  Bureau. 


The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has 
just  handed  down  a  decision  in  the  case  of  the 
Cardiff  Coal  Company  against  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  and 
others.  The  plaintiffs  in  this  case  petitioned  to 
compel  the  St.  Paul  road  to  restore  the  through 
routes  and  rates  to  points  on  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  in  connection  with  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Indiana  &  Southern  railway,  the  point 
of  origin  of  the  freight  being  Cardiff,  Ill.  The 
commission  decided  the  refusal  of  the  St. 
Paul  railroad  to  grant  these  through  routes 
and  rates  was  a  discrimination  against  the 
Cardiff  Coal  Company  since  other  mines  in 
the  same  field  enjoyed  the  privileges  for  which 
the  plaintiffs  prayed,  although  shipping  over 
another  originating  line. 

The  main  point  in  the  controversy,  as  laid 
down  by  the  decision  of  the  commission,  was 
that  a  company  has  a  right  to  transportation 
facilities  for  its  surplus  output.  The  finding  of 
facilities,  to  get  this  excess  output  to  the  mar¬ 
ket,  is  the  first  consideration  of  a  carrier  with 
stable  or  satisfactory  earnings  as  a  secondary 
matter. 

In  laying  the  groundwork  for  its  decision  the 
commission  made  an  elaborate  statement  of 
market  conditions  as  regards  Indiana  and  Illi¬ 
nois  coal.  The  coal  producing  territory  of 
these  two  states  was  shown  to  be  almost  sur¬ 
rounded  by  competitive  producing  sections. 
On  the  east  are  Ohio  and  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  the  south  is  Kentucky,  on  the  south¬ 
west  are  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  and  on  the  west 
is  the  southern  Iowa  fields.  Each  of  these  ter¬ 
ritories  is  able  to  supply  its  own  market  and 
have  a  surplus  of  production  to  be  disposed  of 
in  other  fields.  On  account  of  the  lake  route 
the  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania  fields  are 
able  to  place  a  good  deal  of  their  coal  in  the 
upper  lake  territory,  leaving  to  the  mines  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois  a  limited  area  in  which 
to  sell  their  excess  production,  this  being  found 
mainly  in  southern  and  western  Wisconsin 
southern  Minnesota,  eastern  Nebraska,  South 
Dakota  and  northern  Iowa. 

Differential  Overcome. 

It  had  been  claimed  that  a  differential  in 
freight  rates  of  forty  and  seventy  cents  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  northern  Illinois  mines  placed  them  in 
an  advantageous  position  in  these  markets  as 
against  the  southern  Illinois  and  Indiana  field. 
The  commission  believes  that  this  rate  advan¬ 
tage  is  more  than  offset  by  the  superior  quality 
of  the  coal  in  the  southern  fields.  Moveover, 
other  conditions  practically  exclude  northern 
Illinois  coal  from  the  available  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket.  The  commission  was  of  the  opinion  that 
the  narrowed  market  for  the  surplus  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  Wilmington  field  explains  the  ur¬ 
gency  of  the  appeal  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  through  routes  and  rates  from 
Cardiff  on  the  Chicago,  Indiana  &  Southern 
railroad  to  points  on  the  St.  Paul.  The  com¬ 
mission  shows  that  two  routes  from  this  field 
to  the  desired  market  are  possible.  One  is  by 
way  of  the  Chicago,  Indiana  &  Southern  rail¬ 
road,  which  passes  through  Cardiff  and  west 
through  the  Third  Vein  territory,  joining  the 
St.  Paul  railroad  at  McNabb  and  at  Seaton- 
ville.  There  is  also  a  fairly  direct  route  pos¬ 
sible  by  way  of  the  Wabash  through  Chicago. 

It  is  shown  that  on  the  first  of  these  routes 
through  rates  had  been  in  effect  prior  to  July, 
1905.  The  cancellation  of  these  rates  is  claimed 
to  have  resulted  in  loss  of  trade  in  this  terri¬ 
tory  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  Cardiff  Coal 
Company.  It  is  shown  by  the  commission’s 
decision  that  these  mines  have  through  rates 
into  the  desired  territory  in  connection  with 
the  Burlington,  the  Wisconsin  Central,  the 
Rock  Island  and  the  Chicago  Great  Western, 
but  these  do  not  bring  a  substantial  coal  trade. 
Industrial  concerns  which  are  large  consumers 


of  coal  are  located  on  the  St.  Paul  and  prefer 
to  get  their  coal  over  that  line  despite  the  fact 
the  reciprocal  switching  arrangements  are  en¬ 
joyed  with  other  roads. 

The  Railroad’s  Claim. 

In  defense  the  railroad  put  up  two  proposi¬ 
tions.  The  first  was  that  mines  located  at  Sea- 
tonville  on  its  own  line  are  able  to  supply  the 
demand  of  the  territory  in  question  and  that 
the  road  can  haul  all  of  the  coal  without  divid¬ 
ing  the  revenue  derived  therefrom.  The  sec¬ 
ond  proposition  was  that  to  put  these  through 
routes  in  effect  would  be  to  give  the  opposition 
mines  an  opportunity  to  displace  the  coal 
mined  by  the  companies  at  Seatonville  and 
would  materially  diminish  the  revenue  of  the 
St.  Paul  by  requiring  that  it  divide  with  the 
Chicago,  Indiana  &  Southern. 

The  commission  declares  that  these  two 
propositions  present  but  one  question  in  law, 
which  is  whether  the  railroad  may  fail  to  serve 
a  merchant  because  he  is  not  located  along 
that  line  and  because  to  give  this  service 
would  cut  down  its  revenue.  The  commission 
admits  that  when  railroad  transportation  was 
a  matter  of  private  contract,  strictly,  this 
might  have  obtained,  but  since  the  law  has 
imposed  certain  obligations  upon  the  carriers 
the  case  does  not  apply  as  formerly. 

A  third  proposition  by  the  railroad  proved 
more  bothersome.  It  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  railroad  commission  has  no  authority  to 
establish  through  routes  and  joint  rates  except 
where  no  reasonable  and  satisfactory  through 
routes  and  rates  exist.  The  commission  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  Hepburn  amendment  presents 
two  distinct  phases  of  the  same  question,  the 
first  section  giving  unlimited  authority  to  the 
commission  to  force  through  routes  and  joint 
rates.  This,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
limited  by  the  wording  of  Section  15  of  the 
same  act.  However,  the  commission  finds  no 
wording  in  the  statute  which  would  compel  it 
to  refuse  to  issue  an  order  to  give  transporta¬ 
tion  for  one  merchant  because  another  mer¬ 
chant,  further  along  the  line,  could  and  does 
supply  the  demands  of  the  territory  in  ques¬ 
tion.  The  commission  finds  nothing  that  would 
suggest  it  refuse  to  issue  an  order  on  the 
ground  that  while  the  revenue  from  one  trade 
is  limited  it  does  not,  according  to  the  proof, 
influence  the  earnings  of  the  whole  property. 

“It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule  ad¬ 
mitting  of  no  qualification  that  a  manufacturer 
or  merchant  who  has  traffic  to  move  and  is 
willing  to  pay  a  reasonable  rate  for  the  ser¬ 
vice,  has  a  right  to  have  it  moved  and  to  have 
reasonable  rates  established  for  the  movement, 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  revenues  of  the 
carrier  may  be  reduced  by  reason  of  his  com¬ 
petition  with  other  shippers  in  the  distant  mar¬ 
ket;  and  under  all  ordinary  conditions  he  has 
a  right  also  to  have  the  benefit  of  through 
routes  and  reasonable  joint  rates  to  such  dis¬ 
tant  markets  if  no  ‘reasonable  or  satisfactory’ 
through  routes  already  exist.” 

Cannot  Interpret  Law. 

The  commission  admits  its  inability  to  in¬ 
terpret  exactly  the  meaning  of  this  section  of 
the  statute  and  does  not  want  it  considered 
that  anything  said  now  places  a  final  interpre¬ 
tation  upon  the  section  of  the  statute' in  ques¬ 
tion. 

Passing  from  that  point  the  commission 
takes  up  the  other  question  which  is  that  of 
discrimination.  The  mines  at  Cardiff  have 
shown  that  all  other  mines  in  the  Wilmington 
field  have  the  through  joint  routes  and  rates 
while  they  have  not.  The  commission  con¬ 
tinues; 

“But  one  of  the  issues,  made  by  the  com¬ 
plainant,  is  that  its  mines  at  Cardiff  are  sub¬ 


jected  to  an  unlawful  discrimination  by  the  re¬ 
fusal  of  the  principal  defendant  to  give  the 
complainant  the  benefit  of  the  through  routes 
and  joint  rates,  which  it  demands,  while  main¬ 
taining  through  routes  and  joint  rates  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  to  all 
points  in  question  from  the  mines  in  the  Wil¬ 
mington  field,  a  few  miles  north  of  Cardiff. 
As  the  coal  from  the  Wilmington  mines  is  of 
the  same  quality  as  that  mined  at  Cardiff,  and 
as  both  coals  can  find  their  only  substantial 
market  in  the  interstate  territory  herein  under 
consideration,  the  St.  Paul’s  refusal  to  estab¬ 
lish  through  routes  and  joint  rates  from  the 
Cardiff  mines  is  an  unlawful  discrimination 
against  the  complainant,  which  is  neither  ex¬ 
cused  nor  justified  by  the  fact  that  the  Elgin, 
Joliet  &  Eastern,  otherwise  known  as  the 
‘Outer  Belt  Line,’  constantly  has  empty  cars 
to  interchange  with  the  principal  defendant, 
which  the  latter  can  make  available  for  moving 
the  Wilmington  coal  to  all  points  on  its  lines. 
While  this  may  be  true,  the  giving  of  through 
routes  and  joint  rates  to  the  Wilmington  mines 
results  in  an  unlawful  discrimination  against 
the  Cardiff  mines  and  giving  to  the  words  now 
under  consideration  their  usual  and  ordinary 
significance,  their  literal  effect  is  fully  met  by 
the  fact  that  the  only  way  in  which  the  com¬ 
mission  can  relieve  the  discrimination  is  by 
ordering  the  principal  defendant  to  establish 
like  through  routes  to  points  on  its  lines  from 
the  complainant’s  mines  at  Cardiff,  and  by  mak¬ 
ing  the  same  joint  rates  applicable  thereto  that 
now  apply  from  the  Wilmington  mines.  In 
this  way  effect  will  be  given  to  those  provi¬ 
sions  in  the  law  that  forbid  discriminations. 

Railroad  Protection. 

“One  further  point  is  made  on  behalf  of  the 
defendant  that  must  not  be  overlooked.  It  is 
said  that  an  order  requiring  the  St.  Paul  to 
join  with  the  Chicago,  Indiana  &  Southern  rail¬ 
road  and  establishing  through  routes  and  joint 
rates  to  the  points  in  question  would  be  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  that  part  of  section  three  of  the  act 
which  provides  that  no  carrier  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  to  give  the  use  of  its  tracks  and  ter¬ 
minal  facilities  to  another  carrier  engaged  in 
like  business.  Without  some  such  provision 
in  the  law  or  some  such  general  understanding 
of  the  essential  injustice  involved  adventurous 
capital  would  not  be  slow  in  paralleling  the 
great  trunk  lines  and  in  demanding  a  connec¬ 
tion  that  would  give  them  the  use  of  the  trunk 
line  terminals.  But  the  clause  in  question  has 
no  application  to  such  a  state  of  facts  as  this 
record  presents.  Neither  the  Chicago,  Indiana 
&  Southern  or  the  Wabash  is  a  competing  line 
with  the  St.  Paul  in  the  territory  in  question; 
they  are  simply  connecting  lines.  And  one  of 
them  is  the  necessary  link  in  the  through  route 
demanded  by  the  complainant  to  the  territory 
in  question.  But  from  no  point  of  view  can  it 
be  said  that  this  proceeding  is  an  effort  on  part 
of  either  of  those  lines  to  acquire  the  use  of 
the  terminal  facilities  of  the  St.  Paul.  It  is 
simply  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  complain¬ 
ant  to  reach  those  interstate  points  with  its 
coal.  And,  as  we  understand  the  matter,  the 
terminals  of  railroad  companies  are  con¬ 
structed  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  serve 
shippers,  and  shippers  ordinarily  have  the  right 
to  use  them  for  all  legitimate  purposes. 

A  Reasonable  Route 

“Having  considered  the  several  special  ob¬ 
jections  urged  by  counsel  for  the  principal  de¬ 
fendant,  there  remains  to  consider  whether  or 
not  any  reasonable  or  satisfactory  through 
routes  now  exist  between  the  Cardiff  mines 
and  the  interstate  points  on  the  lines  of  that 
defendant.  That  question  may  be  easily  dis- 
(Concluded  on  page  23.) 
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News  Local  to  Chicago 

The  Movements  and  Sayings  of  Coal 
Men  In  the  Western  Metropolis 
are  Recorded. 


“Jack”  Evans,  head  bookkeeper  for  Rich¬ 
ards,  Ambler  &  Co.,  is  spending  a  six  weeks’ 
vacation  in  England. 

H.  C.  Train  and  William  J.  Kelly  have 
formed  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kelly  &  Train  and  have  rented  the  offices  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Thomas  Davis  for  the  past  eighteen 
years,  at  225  Dearborn  street. 

The  W.  M.  Whitmore  Coal  Company,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  has  written  to  G.  W.  Hallock, 
commissioner  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association,  asking  for  a  copy  of  the  by-laws 
of  that  organization  desiring  to  form  an  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  uayton  dealers  which  will 
obtain  practical  results  without  coming  in 
violent  collision  with  the  Valentine  law  of 
Ohio. 

The  City  Fuel  Company  has  acquired  the 
old  McReynolds  elevator  property,  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Fifteenth  place  and  Wood 
street,  from  Horace  L.  Brand  under  a  twenty- 
year  lease  and  a  modern  coal  yard  will  be 
built  immediately.  The  ground  dimensions 
are  452x91  feet  and  the  lease  provides  for  an 
annual  rental  of  $3,000  for  the  first  five  years 
and  $3,600  for  the  remaining  fifteen  years. 

The  Coal  Team  Owners’  Association  of  Chi¬ 
cago  has  been  able  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  its  teamsters  by  which  the  latter  agree  to 
accept  the  last  year’s  contract  as  far  as  the 
wages  are  concerned,  granting  some  improve¬ 
ments  in  conditions.  Some  things  which  the 
team  owners  had  not  liked  are  to  be  straight¬ 
ened  out  this  year.  The  teamsters  were  con¬ 
fronted  in  their  demand  for  an  increase  in  pay 
by  united  opposition  of  all  the  team  owners 
of  Chicago  and  withdrew  their  demands. 

Last  Saturday  the  receiver  of  the  American 
Rolling  Mill  Company  declared  a  dividend  of 
four  cents  on  the  dollar  to  the  creditors  of 
that  concern,  many  of  whom  were  big  coal 
companies  in  Chicago.  It  is  understood  that 
another  dividend  of  practically  four  per  cent 
will  be  paid  a  little  later  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Taft,  of  Cincinnati,  has 
been  settled  out  of  court  in  order  to  give  her 
clear  title  to  some  Indiana  property.  This  will 
permit  the  American  Rolling  Mill  Company 
to  pay  about  eight  cents  on  the  dollar,  which 
will  probably  be  the  sum  total  of  those  pay¬ 
ments. 

The  Illinois  Railway  &  Warehouse  Com¬ 
mission  will  hold  a  meeting  on  May  22  at  the 
office  of  the  railroad  commissioner  to  hear  ar¬ 
guments  on  the  proposed  amendment  to  rule 
23,  which  governs  the  switching  limits  in  cities 
in  Illinois.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this 
rule  was  the  cause  of  a  prolonged  hearing  in 
Chicago  last  year  at  which  shipping  companies 
made  numerous  complaints  about  switching 
rates  on  the  north  side  of  Chicago.  The  com¬ 
mission,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  has  pro¬ 
posed  an  amendment  to  the  rule  which  fixes 
the  charges  as  follows:  For  five  miles  or  un¬ 
der  on  all  cars,  regardless  of  commodity  or 
weight,  $3.50;  for  distances  over  five  miles  or 
under  fifteen  miles,  $4.00;  for  distances  over 
fifteen  miles,  $4.50. 

On  application  of  Ida  M.  Smedley,  who 
owned  five  shares  of  stock,  Judge  Walker  last 
Saturday  appointed  J.  N.  Peterson  receiver  for 
the  Sedalia  Coal  Company.  This  concern  is 
an  Illinois  corporation  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000  and  has  been  managed  by  George  Far- 
rand  and  Lee  J.  Ward,  who  are  said  to  own 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  stock  of  the  company. 
The  schedule  filed  in  Judge  Walker’s  court 
shows  liabilities  of  $40,242.72  and  assets  of 
$16,000.  Mr.  Ward  says  this  schedule  is  in¬ 
correct  in  several  important  particulars  and 
all  the  assets  have  not  been  scheduled.  The 
principal  creditors  are  the  Smith-Lohr  Coal 
Mining  Company,  with  a  claim  of  $13,686.92; 
Rex  Carbon  Coal  Company,  $1,351.90;  West¬ 


ern  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  $217.76;  A. 
C.  Murdough  (note),  $450;  McLeisch  Coal 
Mining  Company,  $140.46;  Collins  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  and  O.  S.  Richardson,  $2,376.95;  O.  S. 
Richardson  (note),  $2,331.50;  Palmer  notes, 
$15,000;  and  John  Palmer,  $929.18.  The  re¬ 
ceivership  proceedings  are  said  to  have  been 
instigated  by  Mr.  Farrand  and  is  the  result  of 
a  disagreement  between  him  and  Mr.  Ward 
as  to  the  lines  on  which  the  business  should 
be  conducted. 

William  R.  Clark,  who  conducted  a  retail  coal 
business  at  5212  West  Lake  street,  Austin,  died 
of  heart  failure  Sunday  morning,  May  10,  at  his 
residence,  No.  221  Clark  avenue,  after  a  short 
illness.  He  was  comparatively  young,  being  only 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  and  is  survived  by  a 
widow  and  mother.  Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Austin,  on  about  the  same  spot  now 
occupied  by  his  coal  yard  and  was  a  resident  of 
the  suburb  during  his  life.  He  entered  the  coal 
business  about  ten  years  ago.  At  first  he  con¬ 
ducted  a  rail  yard  on  the  Chicago  &  Northwest¬ 
ern  railroad,  but  about  two  years  ago  he  changed 
this  for  the  location  his  yard  now  occupies.  The 
entire  yard  is  enclosed  on  all  sides  and  lighted 
with  electric  lights,  and  in  every  respect  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  model.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
from  Saint  Katherine’s  church,  the  interment  be¬ 
ing  at  Mt.  Carmel  cemetery,  where  the  Fathers 
Morris,  Campbell,  Flood  and  Luttridd  offici¬ 
ated  at  the  vault. 

Retail  dealers  in  Chicago  have  been  worried 
somewhat  over  the  operation  of  the  wheel  tax 
which  has  now  become  a  law,  but  which  in 
reality  is  held  in  abeyance  until  some  time  in 
June  because  a  suit  testing  its  constitutionality 
has  been  filed.  The  corporation  counsel  for 
the  city  of  Chicago  has  decided  that  he  will 
not  take  any  action  against  violat«rs  of  this 
law  until  after  the  Supreme  Court  has  had  an 
opportunity  to  hand  down  a  decision  in  June. 
If,  however,  the  court  does  not  reacn  the  point 
of  making  the  decision  on  this  case  by  that 
time  and  is  compelled  to  hold  up  its  decision 
until  possibly  November  or  December,  the  cor¬ 
poration  counsel  does  not  propose  to  grant 
any  further  immunity.  In  that  event  he  has 
promised,  however,  to  notify  the  coal  dealers 
and  in  fact  the  Team  Owners’  Association  be¬ 
fore  any  action  is  taken  that  will  give  them 
time  to  present  a  petition  to  the  court  asking 
that  the  city  be  restrained  from  prosecuting 
under  this  law  until  the  litigation  in  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  has  been  definitely  decided.  It  will 
be  necessary  for  those  who  desire  the  immu¬ 
nity,  granted  by  an  injunction  proceeding,  to  be 
parties  to  the  petition  and  this  can  be  done 
either  through  the  Team  Owners’  Association 
or  the  Coal  Team  Owners’  Association. 

The  schedule  of  assets  and  liabilities  of  the 
Hi-Carbon  Coal  Company  has  been  filed  in  the 
office  of  Frank  L.  Weems,  commissioner  in 
bankruptcy,  436  Monadnock  building.  This 
statement  was  filed  by  L.  G.  Smith,  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  company,  the  American  Trust  & 
Savings  Bank  acting  as  receiver.  The  recapit¬ 
ulation  shows  under  the  head  of  claims,  wages, 
$35;  secured  claims,  $3,400,  and  unsecured 
claims,  $21,265.82,  or  a  total  of  $24,700.82.  Un¬ 
der  the  head  of  assets  it  shows  stock,  four 
cars  of  coal,  $150;  machine  tools,  etc.,  $300; 
debts,  due  on  account,  $400;  unliquidated 
claims,  $500;  property  in  reversion,  $300;  to¬ 
tal,  $1,650.  It  seems  from  the  statement  of 
the  bankrupt  that  the  principal  accounts  had 
been  turned  over  to  E.  R.  Pratt,  of  the  First 
National  Bank  building,  Chicago,  on  which  he 
had  advanced  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  face 
value.  The  accounts  were  really  larger  than 
shown  in  the  schedule  as  the  'unassigned  ac¬ 
counts  amounted  to  only  $400.  The  statement 
of  the  creditors  of  the  company  and  the 
amounts  due  is  as  follows:  E.  R.  Pratt,  First 
National  Bank  building,  Chicago,  $6,440;  Car- 
terville  District  Coal  Company,  Fisher  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  $151.10;  M.  S.  Bradley,  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  building,  Chicago,  $13;  Philippi 
Collieries  Company,  Philippi,  W.  Va.,  $3,153.71; 
Davis  Colliery  Company,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  $2,343.10;  W.  H.  Warner  &  Co., 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  $119.48;  National  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Baltimore,  Md.,  $426.31;  Operators’  Coal 
Mining  Company,  Altoona,  Pa.,  $847.73;  Sholl 


Brothers,  Peoria,  Ill.,  $611.69;  Middletown  Coal 
Company,  Middletown,  Ill.,  $339.65;  G.  W. 
Hatch  &  Co.,  Greenview,  Ill.,  $85.67;  Chicago- 
Springfield  Coal  Company,  Springfield,  111., 
$10.57;  Cantrall  Co-operative  Coal  Company, 
Cantrall,  Ill.,  $451.75;  Chapman  Coal  Mining 
Company,  Baltimore,  Md.,  $1,004.16;  Hatfield 
Hillis,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  $503.64;  Bens  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Altoona,  Pa.,  $404.20; 
Samuel  Styer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  $1,840.30;  L. 
B.  Brydon  &  Co.,  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  $172.04; 
Lynch  &  Reed,  Baltimore,  Md.,  $379.74;  Cabin 
Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  $655.83;  Midland  Coal  Company,  Phil¬ 
ippi,  W.  Va.,  $554.74;  Southern  Fuel  Company, 
Branchland,  W.  Va.,  $155.60;  Branchland  Coal 
Company,  Branchland,  W.  Va.,  $85.60;  Bairs- 
ton  Supply  Company,  Chicago,  $30.26;  W.  S. 
Ransom,  Chicago,  $2.25.  In  addition  to  the 
assets  named  in  the  schedule  there  are  certain 
claims  of  unknown  value  such  as  one  for  $500 
against  various  railroad  companies  for  refunds 
on  freight  rates.  There  is  in  addition  a  claim 
for  alleged  damages  against  the  Davis  Colliery 
Company,  of  which  the  receiver  declares  it  is 
unable  to  determine  the  exact  value. 

According  to  schedule  Paul  P.  Bird,  smoke 
inspector  for  the  city  of  Chicago,  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  and 
made  an  informal  talk  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 
He  spoke  on  the  change  of  organization  show¬ 
ing  that  the  smoke  inspector  was  formerly 
head  of  a  bureau  under  the  engineering  de¬ 
partment  although  when  Mayor  Busse  was 
elected  he  caused  a  reorganization  which 
placed  the  smoke  inspector  at  the  head  of  the 
new  department.  He  called  attention  to  the 
form  of  organization  which  created  a  body  of 
eight  prominent  citizens  to  make  policies  and 
advise  the  mayor  while  three  expert  engineers 
were  appointed  to  consult  with  and  advise  the 
smoke  inspector.  The  policy  mapped  out  was 
that  the  first  resort  should  not  be  to  fining 
those  who  had  violated  the  ordinance  but  they 
should  be  advised  with,  shown  how  to  prevent 
the  smoke  and  given  a  reasonable  time  in 
which  to  make  improvements.  As  a  result  he 
says  that  under  his  administration  only  one 
suit  has  been  filed  to  six  filed  by  his  prede¬ 
cessor.  On  the  other  hand  the  average  fine 
for  violations  of  the  ordinance  under  the  old 
method  was  about  $20,  while  the  fine  under  his 
administration  has  averaged  approximately 
$105.  He  believes,  therefore,  in  resorting  to  a 
fine  only  as  a  last  extremity,  but  making  the 
fine  substantial  when  once  it  is  decided  upon. 
He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  city  has 
made  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  carrying 
on  smoke  inspection  work  and  has  given  him 
a  force  of  eight  practical  engineers,  each  draw¬ 
ing  a  salary  of  $1,500,  to  make  investigations 
of  smoking  nuisances.  He  interpreted  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  department  by  saying  that  he  did 
not  consider  it  a  violation  unless  tl?ere  was 
dense  black  smoke  and  by  dense  black  smoke 
he  meant  smoke  that  could  not  be  seen 
through.  A  plant  had  to  make  this  dense 
black  smoke  for  more  than  six  minutes  in  any 
hour,  that  time  being  permitted  the  plant  for 
renewing  and  cleaning  its  fires.  It  seems  that 
a  great  deal  of  smoke  is  being  made  after  the 
office  closes  at  night  and  this  summer  Mr.  Bird 
is  going  to  have  two  of  his  men  on  a  late 
watch  keeping  account  of  what  the  buildings 
are  doing  up  until  dark.  He  called  attention 
to  the  clause  in  the  smoke  Ordinance  which 
provides  that  all  new  steam  plants  installed  in 
the  city  must  be  approved  by  the  department 
before  work  can  be  started.  Mr.  Bird  made  a 
very  decided  point  of  the  fact  that  under  the 
present  administration  politics  and  smoke  have 
been  divorced.  He  was  willing  to  confess  that 
under  some  administrations  this  has  not  been 
the  case  but  contended  that  now  there  is  no 
relation  between  the  two.  He  wanted  it  un¬ 
derstood  also  that  the  department  considered 
that  there  is  no  relation  between  the  grade  of 
coal  and  the  making  of  smoke  as  he  believes 
that  by  the  intelligent  use  any  grade  of  coal 
can  be  used  without  violating  the  law.  He 
said  that  having  divorced  politics  and  smoke 
he  proposed  now  to  devote  his  principal  energy 
to  the  divorcing  of  the  coal  supply  and  the 
smoke  question.  This  latter  statement  brought 
out  a  rather  vigorous  approval  from  Milton  E. 
Robinson,  president  of  the  association. 
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Prospects? 


With  the  possible  exception  of  the  southwestern 
What  are  the  competitive  district,  all  labor  difficulties  have  been 
removed.  What  promised,  two  months  ago,  to  be 
an  influence  on  coal  prices  has  come  and  gone.  The 
operator  has  removed  one  uncertainty  to  be  confronted  by  another.  He 
has  closed  down  his  mines  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  and  opened  them 
up  again  to  find  that  the  market  prices  are  not  much  better. 

Productive  capacity  is  one  thing  to  be  considered  and  the  market 
demand  is  quite  another.  Productive  capacity  amounts  to  nothing  un¬ 
less  there  is  somebody  who  wants  to  buy  and  consume  the  product.  That 
is  the  most  important  point  of  the  hour.  If  the  material  can  not  be  sold 
the  productive  capacity  is  a  liability  instead  of  an  asset.  The  sooner  the 
coal  operator  learns  this  the  more  it  will  be  to  his  advantage.  The  great 
question  of  the  hour  is,  What  is  the  market  demand  today  and  what  will 
it  likely  be  tomorrow? 

Primarily  business  activity  rests  upon  money  supply.  Secondarily 
it  rests  upon  the  ease  with  which  this  money  is  distributed  among  those 
who  can  use  it.  Today  the  banks  have  a  surplus  reserve  of  between 
thirty-five  and  forty  per  cent  as  compared  with  the  normal  and  legal  re¬ 
serve  of  fifteen  per  cent.  The  banks,  according  to  their  own  statements, 
are  going  to  hold  this  money  until  some  of  the  weaker  concerns  have 
been  removed  from  the  situation  and  investment  is  more  secure.  More¬ 
over,  the  banks  are  committed  to  a  policy  of  retiring  as  partners  in  va¬ 
rious  lines  of  business.  This  indicates  the  arrival  of  a  period  of  read¬ 
justment  that  is  going  to  take  more  than  six  months  or  nine  months 
or  possibly  more  than  a  year. 

Moreover  the  big  industrial  concerns  are  careful  about  giving  credit 
to  ordinary  customers  nowadays  because  financial  standings  are  in  the 
balance.  They  are  not  making  contracts  with  the  same  confidence  that 
they  did  a  year  ago.  This  is  a  further  drawback  to  immediate  recovery. 
Transportation  companies  are  not  disposed  to  enter  any  programs  of 
improvement  until  business  conditions  have  caught  up  with  the  existing 
facilities.  There  will  be,  consequently,  no  activity  of  a  striking  nature 
in  that  line  for  a  month  to  come.  The  political  campaign  is  just  ahead 
with  its  sentimental  influence  upon  business  activity  and  especially  upon 
confidence,  and  that  will  not  be  over  for  another  six  months.  All  of 
these  things  make  for  a  continued  quiet  business. 

We  do  not  assume  to  declare  that  there  will  be  no  recovery  mean¬ 
time,  but  we  do  declare  that  recovery  is  going  to  be  normal  and,  to 
the  impatient,  slow.  The  coal  man  is  confronted  consequently  by  a 
condition  and  not  a  theory.  He  has  more  productive  capacity  than 
there  is  demand  for  the  product.  He  will  have  more  coal  to  sell  than 
•the  people  want  to  buy  for  months  to  come.  If  he  insists  upon  pro¬ 
ducing  more  coal  than  people  demand  he  can  depend  upon  giving  his 
product  away.  In  the  meantime  this  coal  represents  the  capital  which 
he  has  invested  in  his  business.  If  he  gives  away  his  coal  he  is  giving 
away  capital  and  will  have  nothing  left  upon  which  to  operate  when 
there  is  a  real  demand  for  his  output.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is 
a  question  for  the  coal  man  to  determine  what  he  is  going  to  do  with 
his  product  in  the  next  few  months. 


The  Black  Diamond  does  not  recommend  that  any  one  become 
overly  pessimistic  or  lose  heart.  It  does  recommend  that  the  coal  be 
kept  in  the  ground  until  sold.  There  will  be  business  enough  to  pay 
interest  charges,  operating  expenses  and  a  little  profit  for  the  operator 
if  the  business  is  conducted  properly.  This  is  a  plea  to  the  trade  to 
conduct  itself  with  conservatism  and  common  sense  during  the  remain¬ 
der  of  this  year. 


Collections. 


We  have  passed  through  a  period  of  skyrocketing 
Keeping  Up  the  in  the  coal  business.  We  had  a  time  when  any  man 
with  a  pleasing  address,  good  looking  stationery, 
and  one  room  in  which  to  do  business,  could  buy 
coal  of  reputable  concerns  and  pay  for  it  when  he  had  sold  it.  The 
buyer  had  no  financial  standing,  had  no  personal  record  that  would 
really  commend  him  to  the  trade,  but  he  wanted  coal,  and  the  easy¬ 
going  operator  let  him  have  it. 

The  coal  man’s  business  has  been  reduced  and  his  profits  have 
been  cut  down.  He  must  get  in  all  of  his  money,  today,  or  he  himself 
will  be  forced  out  of  business.  The  question  of  collections  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  solvency  of  the  creditor  company.  If  a  coal  company  can  afford 
to  give  its  coal  away  it  can  afford  today  to  sell  to  irresponsible  people 
who  would  like  to  buy  it.  If  it  can  not  afford  to  give  it  away,  and 
especially  if  it  can  not  afford  to  have  its  bills  scaled  down  by  the  fail¬ 
ure '  of  irresponsible  buyers,  it  had  better  keep  the  coal  in  the  ground 
until  it  can  find  a  responsible  purchaser.  In  the  last  three  months  the 
number  of  failures  of  jobbing  companies,  all  over  the  country,  has  been 
appalling  and  has  shown  how  careless  some  concerns  have  been  in  the 
matter  of  credits.  Operators  seem  to  have  been  possessed  of  an  idea 
that  they  had  to  get  the  coal  out  of  the  ground  and  get  it  some  place 
regardless  of  into  whose  hands  it  fell. 

The  anthracite  companies  have  struck  the  keynote  of  the  whole 
proposition  in  their  stand  that  they  are  going  to  scrutinize  carefully 
the  clientele  of  every  dealer  before  he  is  permitted  to  handle  any  of 
their  product  on  a  time  basis.  They  are  not  only  going  to  study  the 
personal  credit  of  the  individual,  but  the  buying  power  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  which  he  does  business.  In  brief,  they  are  coming  down  to 
something  approaching  a  scientific  basis  of  credit. 


The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  handed 
down  two  decisions  recently,  both  of  which  strike 
an  important  keynote  in  the  coal  trade.  These  de¬ 
cisions  are,  in  brief,  based  upon  this  underlying  prin¬ 
ciple  in  business.  The  coal  operator  sells  what  he  can  in  his  own  com¬ 
munity  and  then  markets  the  surplus  in  the  outside  or  competitive 
fields. 

The  whole  question  of  production  and  sale  is  brought  forcefully 
before  the  American  people  by  this  terse  statement.  Ideal  production 
is  that  which  is  engaged  in  at  the  very  door  of  the  market.  In  the 
complex  conditions  of  today  it  is  impossible  to  keep  all  production  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  market  and  hence  we  must  have  transportation.  It  is  an 
accepted  theory  of  merchandising  that  the  longer  the  line  of  transpor¬ 
tation  the  more  unsatisfactory  the  sale.  For  one  thing,  transportation 
adds  to  the  cost  to  the  consumer.  For  another  it  places  the  producer  at 
a  disadvantage  in  not  being  able  to  come  personally  in  contact  with 
the  producer.  The  coal  trade  is  a  little  bit  too  much  inclined  to  go  too 
far  afield  to  find  a  market  for  its  product.  Railroad  companies  are  try¬ 
ing  to  locate  shippers  along  their  line  of  railroad.  Has  it  ever  occurred 
to  the  coal  trade  to  get  coal  consumers  to  locate  in  the  immediate  vi¬ 
cinity  of  their  mines? 

So  long  as  the  trade  has  not  engaged  in  a  practice  of  this  latter 
kind  it  must  have  transportation.  In  theoretical  economics  it  is  the  first 
duty  of  the  transportation  company  to  take  care  of  the  industries  de¬ 
pending  solely  upon  its  road.  In  actual  practice  it  is  found  that  the 
railroads  realize  these  concerns  must  rely  upon  them  and  hence  are 
careless  with  their  dependent,  giving  more  attention  to  those  companies 
that  are  located  upon  the  lines  of  a  competitor.  The  coal  trade  has  no 
business  to  indulge  in  economic  theory.  It  must  be  guided  by  actual 
conditions.  So  long  as  the  actual  conditions  favor  the  mine  which  has 
more  than  one  railroad  to  rely  upon  it  is  preeminently  to  the  advantage 
of  the  coal  operator  to  get  as  many  railroad  connections  as  possible. 
The  railroad  people  are  persuasive  and  even  coercive  in  their  effort  to 
keep  more  than  one  line  from  making  a  connection  with  a  mine.  It  is 
not  the  coal  company’s  business  to  be  cajoled  by  the  railroad  companies, 
but  they  should  consider  their  own  interests  first.  The  Black  Diamond 
suggests,  on  account  of  recent  decisions — printed  elsewhere  in  this 
issue — that  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  coal  company  to  get  as  far 
away  as  possible  from  dependence  upon  a  single  line  of  railroad. 
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Preventing  Smoke. 


Three  Western  Organizations  Combine  to 
Spread  Information  as  to  the 
Best  Methods. 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  coal  stoking  and 
anti-smoke  committee  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Op¬ 
erators’  Association,  the  Chicago  Smoke  Abate¬ 
ment  Commission  and  the  Western  Society  of 
Engineers  was  held  last  week  in  tHe  rooms  of 
the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  in  the 
Fisher  building.  It  was  made  clear  that  the 
Illinois  operators  would  resist  any  effort  to 
purge  Chicago  of  smoke  at  the  expense  of  the 
market  for  Illinois  coals  and  equally  clear  by 
the  Chicago  commission  that  no  such  inten¬ 
tion  exists. 

It  was  agreed,  then,  that  all  three  bodies  as¬ 
sembled  should  co-operate  in  every  way  pos¬ 
sible  to  prevent  the  making  of  smoke,  or  to 
obtain  complete  combustion  of  the  coal. 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  the  following: 
For  the  City  of  Chicago,  T.  E.  Donnelley, 
president,  and  F.  A.  Ingalls,  secretary  of  the 
commission  and  Paul  P.  Bird,  smoke  inspector; 
for  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association, 
Carl  Scholz,  chairman.  T.  A.  Lemmon,  T.  J. 
O’Gara,  George  S.  Rice,  W.  P.  Rend,  C.  M. 
Moderwell,  R.  H.  Zoller  and  A.  Bement;  and 
for  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers,  W.  L. 
Abbott. 

Before  any  suggestion  was  made  of  possible 


W.  L.  Abbott,  M.  W.  S.  E. 


It  was  Mr.  Abbott’s  work  at  the  Commonwealth-Edison 
plant  which  proved  possible  smoke  prevention  while  using 
Illinois  coal.  1 1  is  cooperation  with  these  committees  as¬ 
sures  results.  ,  I 

co-operation  between  the  various  bodies  Mr. 
Scholz  made  inquiry  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
Smoke  Abatement  Commission,  desiring  to 
know  if  it  intended  to  make  it  a  practice  to 
remove  smoke  by  suggesting  the  use  of  any 
particular  grade  or  coal  or  whether  one  sec¬ 
tion  was  to  be  favored  to  the  detriment  of  the 
Illinois  coal  producers. 

Mr.  Donnelley  stated  that  such  was  not  the 
intention,  that  the  commission  did  not  expect 
to  eliminate  smoke  by  means  of  the  use  of 
foreign  coal,  but  that  it  anticipated  doing  so 
with  Illinois  coal,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  minor  and  unimportant  cases,  had  not  sug¬ 
gested  the  use  of  semi-bituminous  or  Pocahon¬ 
tas  coal.  To  further  inquiry,  Mr.  Bird  stated 
that  in  every  case  where  offenders  had  been 
sued,  it  was  because  they  had  shown  antago¬ 
nism  and  were  disposed  to  seek  a  tight  with 
the  department.  From  the  general  tenor  of 
the  statements  of  the  representative  of  the 
commission,  it  would  appear  that  the  members 
of  the  association  would  have  no  cause  for 
criticism,  although  Mr.  Donnelley  stated  that 
they  would  be  glad  to  take  up  any  individual 
case  where  it  might  appear  that  injustice  had 


been  done  in  the  enforcement  of  the  ordinance. 

The  committee,  through  Chairman  Scholz, 
expressed  its  appreciation  of  the  attitude  of  Mr. 
Bird  and  also  of  the  Smoke  Abatement  Com¬ 
mission  as  outlined  by  the  president  and  secre¬ 
tary  and  offered  every  feasible  means  of  .co¬ 
operation  toward  reasonable  and  just  measures 
for  the  suppression  of  smoke,  because  it  is 
realized  that  if  Illinois  coal  may  be  burned 
without  smoke,  it  will  be  to  the  benefit  of  the 
local  product. 

It  was  the  opinion  that  steps  be  taken  to  se¬ 
cure  the  results  indicated  by  the  following 
three  paragraphs  (although  no  action  was 
taken),  and  that  the  work  be  directed  by  a 
joint  committee  from  the  Western  Society  of 
Engineers,  Smoke  Abatement  Commission  and 
the  Coal  Stoking  and  Anti-Smoke  Committee 
from  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association, 
and  that  the  facts  be  set  forth  in  some  conven¬ 
ient  form  of  publication  which  would  insure 
maximum  publicity: 

1.  That  attention  be  called  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  personal  equation  of  the  fireman 
as  a  cause  of  smoke. 

2.  That  the  influence  which  coal  has  on 
smoke  be  discussed  and  described.  This  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  feature  of  the  very  greatest  im¬ 
portance,  because  consumers  often  believe  that 
by  changing  the  dealer  or  the  location  whence 
the  coal  comes,  that  they  will  get  a  product 
that  makes  less  smoke,  which  practice  causes 
much  confusion  and  trouble  without  produc¬ 
ing  any  beneficial  result.  Thus  often  the  fire¬ 
man  may  say  that  the  coal  is  bad  and  of  a  smoky 
character,  when  in  reality  it  may  be  the  fault 
of  the  man  who  improperly  manipulates  the 
fire,  therefore  it  was  felt  desirable  that  the  coal 
user  understand  these  facts. 

3.  That  the  importance  and  desirability  of 
the  use  of  a  better  class  of  furnace  apparatus 
lie  definitely  and  decidedly  emphasized,  and 
that  an  effort  be  made  to  produce  in  the  mind 
of  the  general  public  a  realization  that  there 
is  a  difference  between  apparatus  which  will 
not  make  smoke  if  carefully  manipulated,  and 
one  which  will  be  smokeless  under  any  condi¬ 
tion  of  operation,  and  to  urge  the  development 
and  installation  of  the  latter  character  of  de¬ 
vice. 

In  reference  to  the  foregoing  there  was 
unanimous  agreement  on  every  point  among 
all  present  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Rend, 
who  took  a  decidedly  different  position,  his 
argument  being  that  it  is  impossible  to  burn 
bituminous  coal  without  smoke  and  that  it  is 
an  injustice  to  the  public  as  well  as  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  association  to  enforce  laws  prohib¬ 
iting  smoke. 


Fairmont  Koruskation. 

Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  is  to  have  a  koruskation 
on  May  29,  and  the  indications  are  that  it 
will  be  a  great  success.  G.  A.  Michell,  Kokoal 
No.  268,  is  in  active  charge  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  and  he  is  being  assisted  by  C.  E.  Jen¬ 
kins  of  the  Morris  Run  Coal  Company  and 
others  of  the  most  prominent  coal  men  in 
that  section.  The  ceremonies  will  be  held  in 
the  Assembly  Room  of  the  Manly  hotel,  Fair¬ 
mont,  on  Friday,  May  29,  commencing  at  44 
minutes  past  7:11  p.  m.  It  is  expected  that 
Pitboss  Thomas  Haskett  of  Chicago  will  han¬ 
dle  the  initiatory  ceremonies  in  his  own  in¬ 
imitable  way,  assisted  by  a  number  of  other 
loyal  boosters  from  other  points. 


Iowa  Coal  Picnic. 

The  third  annual  picnic  of  the  North  Iowa 
Coal  Club  will  be  held  at  Clear  Lake,  Iowa, 
on  Friday,  June  19,  1908.  This  club  was  or¬ 
ganized  three  years  ago  as  a  social  feature 
for  the  people  interested  in  the  ioal  business. 
The  two  previous  picnics  have  been  very  en¬ 
joyable  affairs,  and  have  been  well  attended  by 
the  dealers  and  their  ladies,  and  it  is  aimed 
by  those  that  have  it  in  charge  to  make  it 
bigger  and  better  than  ever  before.  The 
funds  for  this  picnic  are  being  raised  by  the 
sale  of  a  very  neat  metal  badge  in  the  shape 
of  a  coal  hod,  and  are  being  sold  to  anyone 
in  the  trade  at  one  dollar  apiece,  the  same  to 
represent  a  year’s  membership  dues  in  the 
North  Iowa  Coal  Club.  Anyone  connected 
with  the  coal  trade  can  become  a  member  of 
this  club  and  receive  a  badge  by  remitting  one 


dollar  to  C.  F.  Crane,  secretary,  Clear  Lake, 
Iowa.  The  badge  will  entitle  him  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  picnic  for  himself  and  la¬ 
dies.  The  programs,  which  will  be  issued 
later,  will  be  more  complete  than  in  previous 
years,  and  will  include  open  air  banquet  and 
all  kinds  of  sports  and  contests. 


Buffalo  Pow  Wow. 

Charles  B.  Kinne,  western  New  York  Skout, 
Order  Kokoals,  is  a  busy  man  these  days  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  annual  powwow,  which  will  be 
held  at  Buffalo  July  10-12. 

Mr.  Kinne  has  announced  the  following  com¬ 
mittees,  who  are  hard  at  work  cooperating 
with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Manufac¬ 
turers’  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  merchants  to 
make  the  gathering  of  the  coal  men  the  most 
successful  in  the  history  of  the  order: 

Arrangements — Dell  Lelattd  Tuttle,  sales 
agent  P.  &  R.,  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Past  Imperial  Ga- 
zook,  chairman;  J.  R.  Brady,  F.  M.  Davis,  F. 
J.  Durdan. 

Banquet — H.  J.  Huntsinger,  chairman; 
James  Barnett,  H.  M.  Albee,  James  Macguire. 

Entertainment — John  B.  Harris,  chairman; 
E.  P.  Aspinwall,  James  R.  Barnett,  R.  Price, 
James  White,  Dell  Leland  Tuttle,  J.  Bert  Ross. 

Application — F.  J.  Durdan,  chairman;  H.  J. 
Huntsinger,  S.  W.  Stickney. 


Death  of  Daniel  Bogle 


“Uncle  Dan”  Bogle,  one  of  Chicago's  pioneer 
coal  men,  died  May  13,  at  the  Presbyterian  Hos- 


Daniel  Bogle. 


pital,  Chicago,  from  the  effects  of  an  operation 
performed  for  stomach  trouble  on  May  7.  Mr. 
Bogle’s  death  came  as  a  great  shock  to  his  many 
friends  in  the  trade  as  only  a  few  were  aware  that 
he  was  ill.  He  was  up  and  around  almost  to  the 
hours  of  his  departure  for  the  hospital  to  un¬ 
dergo  the  operation,  which  resulted  in  his  death. 

Mr.  Bogle  was  born  in  Dover,  N.  H.,  February 
12,  1848,  and  came  west,  arriving  in  Chicago  in 
1861.  His  father,  Daniel  Bogle,  entered  the  coal 
business  in  that  year  and  Dan  junior,  after  com¬ 
ing  out  of  school,  entered  his  father’s  office.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  connected  with  the  coal 
mining  business  in  and  around  Chicago,  most  of 
which  was  spent  in  the  employ  of  his  brother, 
Walter  S.  Bogle,  at  his  Indiana  mines.  He  was 
a  practical  engineer  and  for  the  last  ten  years 
most  of  his  time  was  spent  in  buying  and  selling 
coal  lands.  The  funeral  was  held  May  15,  from 
the  residence  of  his  brother,  Walter  S.  Bogle,  No. 
852  North  Park  avenue,  and  was  attended  by  a 
large  number  of  Chicago  coal  men.  Interment 
was  at  Rose  Hill  Cemetery. 
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General  Review. 


Improvement  19  Noticed  But  Trade  Is  In¬ 
clined  to  be  Hesitating  and 
Uncertain. 


The  broad  national  coal  market  shows  some 
slight  improvement  but  with  an  undertone  of  liesi- 
tency  and  caution.  Industrial  conditions  are  im¬ 
proving  although  slowly  and,  of  course,  this 
brings  a  corresponding  betterment  in  the  demand 
for  coal. 

With  the  domestic  situation  out  of  the  way  for 
the  summer,  with  a  limited  demand  for  steam 
coal,  the  principal  attention  is  centered  in  the  con¬ 
tract  business.  The  biggest  buyers,  the  railroads, 
have  announced  a  definite  policy  of  not  taking 
any  coal,  either  on  old  contracts  or  on  new,  until 
after  the  stocks,  collected  to  last  through  the 
mine  suspension,  have  been  used.  This  storage 
coal  will  be  shifted  freely  from  terminal  points 
to  points  of  consumption  entailing  heavy  trans¬ 
portation  cost,  but  this  is  preferred  to  tieing  up 
money  in  new  coal.  This  caution  about  letting 
loose  of  money  is  a  predominating  influence  in 
all  transactions.  Operators  do  not  care  to  com¬ 
mit  themselves  to  the  production  of  coal  unless 
collections  are  going  to  be  assured  and  hence 
they  are  not  straining  much  to  get  meaningless 
contracts  on  their  books.  Consumers  and  dealers 
on  the  other  hand  do  not  care  to  commit  them¬ 
selves  until  they  know  what  is  to  be  the  general 
industrial  outlook.  They  would  be  willing  to  con¬ 
tract  for  their  “requirements”  thus  covering  their 
needs  without  specifying  any  exact  amount.  Op¬ 
erators  are  not  willing  to  enter  into  any  such  in¬ 
definite  arrangements  and  hence  the  contracting 
business  is  slow.  This  demonstrates  a  spirit  of 
caution  prevailing  in  the  trade  and  this  seems  to 
be  characteristic  of  the  whole  industrial  situation. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  lake  vessel  owners  in 
Cleveland  on  the  12th,  it  was  decided  to  keep 
the  larger  boats  in  ordinary  until  the  1st  of  June. 
This  was  dictated  by  conditions  in  the  iron  ore 
trade  and  the  direct  outgrowth  of  the  steel  sit¬ 
uation.  Its  influence  will  be  to  prevent  any  big 
movement  of  eastern  coal  to  the  northwest  by 
lake  until  well  along  in  June.  This,  of  course, 
will  prevent  any  increase  in  mine  activity  in  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  for  another  two  weeks.  The 
Ohio  river  has  been  at  flood  stage  all  of  this 
week  and  upwards  of  9,000,000  or  10,000,000 
bushels  of  coal  have  been  shipped  to  southern 
points,  creating  stocks  against  the  requirements 
next  winter.  That  has  given  some  business  to 
the  Pittsburgh  mines.  Pittsburgh  industries  in 
the  meantime  have  been  resuming  activity  or  in¬ 
creasing  their  working  force  and  have  been  using 
coal  collected  against  the  mine  suspension.  They 
announce  that  these  will  be  used  before  any  new 
coal  is  bought.  The  fields  in  that  territory  are 
consequently  depending  upon  the  all-rail  market 
for  the  sale  of  their  coal  and  this  has  not  been 
very  lively  on  account  of  industrial  conditions. 

Indiana  mines  were  closed  on  Thursday  as  the 
result  of  the  strike  of  the  mine  workers.  This 
will  be  of  indeterminate  duration  and  those  op¬ 
erating  companies  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
market.  Offsetting  this  is  the  fact  that  Illinois 
miners  and  mine  operators  settled  their  dispute 
and  the  mines  resumed  the  production  of  coal  bn 
Thursday,  having  spent  the  preceding  two  days 
in  cleaning  up.  As  Indiana  coal  is  withdrawn 
from  the  market  Illinois  coal  appears  and  can  very 
easily  supply  the  demand  normally  distributed 
between  the  two  states.  The  south  has  not  shown 
any  increased  activity  in  the  week  and  the  far 
west  is  producing  more  coal  than  is  needed  be¬ 
cause  the  railroads  are  not  buying. 

April  anthracite  shipments  were  heavier  than 
were  those  of  a  year  ago,  some  coal  having  been 
taken,  from  stock.  May  shipments  to  all-rail 
markets  are  keeping  up  the  record  of  April  even 
though  the  lake  as  yet  is  taking  no  coal.  The 
operators  in  that  territory  are  disposed  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  production  at  a  lively  pace  qsing  the 
surplus  this  summer  for  the  purpose  of  building 
up  stocks. 


Chicago  Market. 

The  Tone  Is  Uncertain  Since  a  New  Sup¬ 
ply  Appears  Just  as  Another  Is 
Cut  Off. 


The  Chicago  coal  market  is  in  an  uncertain 
position  this  week,  being  influenced  by  con¬ 
flicting  conditions.  For  instance,  the  Illinois 
mines  have  resumed  work,  but  the  coal  has 
not  yet  reached  the  consumer.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Indiana  mines  have  been  closed 
down  by  a  strike  of  the  miners,  but  shipments 
to  the  market  have  not  yet  ceased.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  the  Chicago  trade  is  not  influenced  di- 
recetly  by  the  new  supply  of  Illinois  coal  or  by 
the  suspension  of  the  mines  in  Indiana. 

The  market  activity  has  been  made  up  mostly 
of  sales  of  such  coal  as  was  on  hand  before  the 
Illinois  coal  mines  opened,  although  some  sales 
have  taken  into  account  the  fact  that  Illinois 
deliveries  will  be  made  Saturday  or  Monday. 
The  general  market  for  western  coal  was 
strong  the  first  part  of  the  week,  but  was  in¬ 
clined  to  ease  off  as  the  prospect  of  getting  new 
coal  brightened  or  as  the  time  for  delivery  ap¬ 
proached. 

The  weather  has  been  decidedly  uncertain. 
Domestic  coal  consumption  has  been  reduced, 
but,  despite  the  time  of  the  year,  has  not  been 
stopped  altogether.  The  domestic  market  is 
mostly  concerned,  therefore,  with  taking  small 
amounts  for  immediate  delivery. 

Contracting  both  for  domestic  and  steam 
coal  seems  to  be  backward,  as  neither  side  of 
the  contract  is  very  anxious  to  make  commit¬ 
ments.  Buyers  have  been  disposed  to  make 
contracts  for  their  requirements  without  spe¬ 
cifying  what  the  requirements  were  going  to 
be.  The  producers  are  not  willing  to  make 
such  indefinite  sales,  as,  on  that  basis,  they 
are  not  able  to  regulate  prices  to  assure  profit. 
Moreover,  the  question  of  credits  is  being 
given  more  attention  than  ever,  and  while  the 
coal  producer  is*  anxious  to  dispose  of  his 
product,  he  wants  to  make  sure  it  is  going  into 
reliable  hands.  This  one  thing  is  probably 
having  a  bigger  influence  than  anything  else 
on  the  backwardness  of  the  contract  season. 
Moreover,  the  railroads  are  disposed  to  use  up 
all  the  coal  on  hand  before  placing  any  new 
orders.  This  will  entail  a  good  deal  of  shifting 
of  the  coal  supply,  but  the  railroads  prefer  to 
stand  the  cost  of  transportation  than  to  tie 
up  money  in  fuel  bills  right  now. 

The  anthracite  market  is  reasonably  active 
and  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The  lakes  are 
not  absorbing  any  coal  and  consequently  more 
of  it  is  coming  to  Chicago  all  rail.  This  gives 
the  western  representatives  a  better  supply,  for 
which  they  are  finding  a  ready  market,  and 
Chicago  anthracite  business  will  be  bigger  this 
May  than  it  was  last  year. 

Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  is  in  reasonably  good 
demand,  but  the  price  has  been  influenced  by 
the  expected  increase  in  production.  Today 
lump  egg  and  nut  are  quoted  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines. 

Third  Vein  mines  began  shipping  coal  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  and  started  out 
with  a  spurt  of  orders.  This  is  probably  only 
a  temporary  rush,  because  the  activity  is  out 
of  line  with  the  general  trade  conditions.  Prices 
are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  as  follows:  Mine- 
run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15; 
washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  being  shipped  in  reason¬ 
able  quantities  since  the  resumption  of  the 
mines  on  Monday.  This  softened  the  market 
for  screenings,  which  have  dropped  back  to  the 
basis  of  about  60  to  65  cents  a  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  with  steam  lump  selling  around  85 
to  90  cents  at  the  mines. 

Springfield  screenings,  which  were  bringing 
a  fancy  price  last  week,  are  not  quite  so  strong 
now  that  the  mines  are  resuming,  even  though 
the  first  shipments  will  not  reach  the  consum¬ 
ers  until  Saturday  or  Monday.  The  price, 


however,  is  still  reasonably  satisfactory,  since 
some  sales  have  been  made  on  the  basis  of 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Steam  lump  has  been 
selling  at  $1.75  to  $1.80,  while  the  larger  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  have  not  found  a  very  ready  mar¬ 
ket. 

Carterville  coal  production  is  limited  and  the 
market  influences  are  decidedly  uncertain,  the 
price  depending  mainly  upon  the  possible 
scope  and  effectiveness  of  a  new  organization 
that  is  being  perfected  in  that  field.  Lump 
coal,  however,  has  sold  this  week  around  $1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  while  screenings  have  been 
selling  on  the  basis  of  65  to  70  cents  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines. 

Clinton  county  coal  operators  were  included 
in  the  strike  order  issued  by  the  Indiana  mine 
workers  on  Tuesday  night,  and  while  the  coal 
was  cleaned  up  and  shipped  on  Wednesday, 
operations  came  to  a  standstill  on  Wednesday 
night.  Early  in  the  week  screenings  sold  as 
high  as  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  a  little  later, 
owing  to  the  influence  of  the  Illinois  resump¬ 
tion,  the  best  offers  made  were  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  The  lump  coal  prices  have  dropped 
in  proportion  to  about  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  mines  were 
also  shut  down  on  Wednesday  night  for  an 
indefinte  period.  The  screenings  had  sold  the 
latter  part  of  the  week  before  at  $1.75,  while 
early  this  week  sales  were  made  at  $1.60  down 
to  $1.55  or  even  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with 
chunks  or  egg  selling  at  from  $1.75  to  $1.85. 

Brazil  Block  mines  alone  in  the  Indiana  field 
are  running  with  a  reasonably  good  demand 
for  the  coal,  which  is  selling  at  $2.60  to  $2.70 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Eastern  Coals. 

The  warm  weather  has  had  the  usual  effect 
upon  Hocking  coal.  However,  domestic  con¬ 
sumption  has  not  stopped  altogether,  and  in  a 
few  instances  the  chilly  wet  days  have  caused 
additional  buying  of  coal  and  this  has  necessi¬ 
tated  some  extra  shipments  from  the  mines. 

The  demand  is  about  normal  for  May.  The 
price  has  been  steady  at  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Jackson  Hill  is  selling  strong  at  $4.15  in  open 
and  $4.25  in  box  cars,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Pittsburgh 
No.  8  coal  has  been  selling  around  $2.65  to  $2.75 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  %-inch  lump. 

Kanawha  coal  is  an  uncertain  commodity, 
prices  ranging  down  from  circular  as  low  as 
$3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  average  price  will 
probably  range  about  $3.15,  although  a  good 
deal  of  business  is  done  at  $3.25. 

Youghiogheny  coal  shows  a  stronger  tone 
than  was  the  case  a  week  ago,  largely  because 
the  operators  have  stiffened  their  backbones 
and,  realizing  that  curtailment  of  production  is 
necessary,  have  cut  down  the  amount  of  out¬ 
put  to  the  point  where  it  just  about  meets  the 
market  demand.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
34-inch  steam,  $3.10;  ^-inch  gas,  $3.20;  l1/^- 
inch  lump,  $3.30. 

Fairmont  coal  practically  duplicates  the  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  Youghiogheny  trade  and  prices 
are  firm  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  }^-inch 
steam,  $3.10;  ^4 -inch  gas,  $3.20. 

Dealers  are  beginning  to  contract  for  a 
year’s  supply  of  smokeless  coal  at  circular 
price,  and  some  reports  indicate  that  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  business  is  about  normal.  While  the 
contract  prices  are  firm,  the  spot  market  is 
very  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory,  prices  being 
about  what  the  dealer  is  inclined  to  pay.  A 
great  deal  of  coal  is  sold  at  90  cents  to  $1.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  mine-run,  but  rather  than 
pay  demurrage  some  of  the  shippers  are  drop¬ 
ping  down  to  75  cents  f.  o.  b.  at  the  mine.  The 
situation  is  so  complex  an  exact  quotation  of 
the  spot  market  is  practically  impossible. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Conditions  have  improved  considerably 
within  the  week,  as  some  of  the  foundries  and 
furnaces  are  disposed  to  place  contracts  for 
delivery  during  the  last  half  of  the  year. 
Moreover,  the  domestic  cokes  are  stronger.  We 
quote,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $4.90; 
Wise  county,  $4.75;  West  Virginia,  $4.65;  48-hour, 
$4.15 ;  by-product  foundry,  $4.75 ;  by-product  do¬ 
mestic,  $4.65,  and  gas  house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Industrial  Concerns  are  More  Active 
But  are  Using  Up  Their  Storage 
Coal. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  14. 

Some  slight  improvement  was  noted  in  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  bituminous  coal  trade  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  district  this  past  week,  but,  as  one  of  the 
large  operators  said,  it  was  hardly  worth  men¬ 
tioning,  it  having  been  so  small.  It  was  an  im¬ 
provement,  nevertheless,  and  that  is  what  is 
wanted  in  this  district.  Trade  is  duller  than  it 
has  been  for  a  long,  long  time.  This  may  seem 
a  strange  statement  to  make  in  the  face  of  the 
many  newspaper  reports  that  are  circulated  broad¬ 
cast  over  the  country  telling  of  the  many  indus¬ 
trial  plants  that  are  starting  up,  and  of  others 
that  are  increasing  their  capacity.  Some  of  these 
plants  have  been  started  up,  and  some  of  the 
largest  resumed  this  week.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  it  must  be  remembered  that  practically  all 
of  these  concerns  had  stored  large  quantities  of 
coal  and  coke  prior  to  the  suspension  of  the 
mines  last  month,  in  many  cases  laying  up  a 
supply  that  would  have  been  sufficient  to  run  their 
plants  to  capacity  for  several  months. 

These  concerns  now  are  using  up  these  sup¬ 
plies,  and  in  some  cases  the  largest  ones  are  dis¬ 
posing  of  coal  to  some  of  the  smaller  ones.  Coal 
consumers  are,  of  course,  reluctant  in  placing 
large  contracts  for  fuel  in  the  face  of  the  present 
industrial  conditions,  and  in  many  cases  are  some¬ 
what  afraid  of  the  prices.  A  number  of  rumors 
are  abroad  that  a  decline  in  the  price  of  all 
grades  of  coal  may  be  expected  shortly,  but  we 
are  in  a  position  to  say,  on  the  highest  authority, 
that  this  reduction  has  not  been  even  considered 
by  any  of  the  leading  operators,  they  having 
pooled,  in  a  manner,  and  agreed  that  there  would 
be  no  price  cutting.  This  action  on  the  part  of 
the  producers  has  been  all  that  has  saved  the 
situation  as  far  as  the  present  is  concerned,  for 
prices  are  and  have  been,  well  maintained.  Other¬ 
wise,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  coal  would  have  been 
selling  today  in  the  open  market  at  least  twen¬ 
ty-five  per  cent  lower  than  it  actually  is.  This 
would,  of  course,  have  meant  that  is  was  being 
sold  at  a  loss  in  most  cases,  and  at  a  loss  of  all 
possible  profit  in  all  others. 

This  week  trade  has  continued  dull.  The  out¬ 
look  for  the  future  is  somewhat  better  than  last 
week,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  next  few  weeks 
will  see  a  marked  picking  up  in  local  conditions. 
Many  contracts  for  considerable  quatities  of  coal 
are  hanging  fire,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  placed 
within  the  next  month. 

Moreover,  the  lake  trade  is  practically  bound 
to  open  up  immediately  after  the  1st  of  June,  and 
this  will  mean  that  many  mines  in  the  local  dis¬ 
trict  will  have  to  be  started  and  run  about  to  ca¬ 
pacity.  There  are  some  peculiar  conditions  in  the 
Lake  Erie  trade.  Owing  to  the  immense  quanti¬ 
ties  of  iron  ore  that  are  stored  at  the  lake  ports, 
the  vessel  owners  are  refusing  to  carry  cargoes 
of  coal  to  the  upper  ports  at  the  present  time,  as 
they  would  then  be  forced  to  come  down  to  tne 
lower  ports  running  light.  Shipments  of  iron  ore 
will  not  be  started  until  the  middle  of  next  month 
at  the  earliest  and  possibly  not  until  the  1st  of 
July.  There  being  a  large  amount  of  coal  in 
storage  at  these  lake  ports  on  Lake  Erie,  this 
will  certainly  be  shipped  north  before  shipments 
are  started  from  the  Pittsburgh  district,  so  that 
the  mine's  are  expected  to  resume  about  two  or 
three  weeks  before  the  real  activities  begin  on 
the  lakes. 

Practically  all  of  the  labor  troubles  in  this 
district  have  been  adjusted,  and  no  further  trou¬ 
ble  is  looked  for.  Many  mines  are  still  entirely 
closed  down,  although  a  few  of  the  ones  that 
were  closed  down  have  resumed  with  possibly 
one-tenth  of  their  normal  forces.  Up  the  Mo- 
nongahela  river  there  has  been  no  change  in 
the  number  of  mines  working,  there  being  but 
a  small  percentage  of  the  operations  producing. 
Some  of  the  men  are  being  employed  on  im¬ 
provements  and  repairs,  however,  as  this  op¬ 
portunity  is  being  taken  to  get  everything  in 
the  best  possible  shape  for  a  busy  run  that  is 
sure  to  come  later  in  the  year. 

Some  large  tows  of  coal  have  been  sent  out 
this  week  and  practically  all  of  the  empties  have 


been  loaded,  cleaning  the  Pittsburgh  and  upper 
river  pools  of  the  supply  of  coal.  It  is  estimated 
that  between  9,000,000  and  10,000,000  of  bushels 
have  been  shipped  during  the  week,  nearly  all  of 
which  will  go  to  the  far  southern  ports.  On 
Wednesday  several  tows  of  empties  were  received, 
and  these  will  be  loaded  as  soon  as  possible  that 
they  may  be  sent  out  on  the  present  rise,  which 
will  not  last  longer  than  this  week. 

Prices  remain  unchanged,  and  are  being  firmly 
held,  being  $1.10  to  $1.20  for  mine-run;  $1.30  to 
$1.40  for  three-quarter;  $1.50  to  $1.60  for  inch- 
and-a-quarter,  and  from  80  to  90  cents  for  slack, 
all  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

The  coke  situation  improved  somewhat,  and 
looks  considerably  better  than  a  week  ago.  The- 
production  has  increased  several  per  cent,  owing 
to  the  steadier  operation  of  the  ovens  of  both  the 
Frick  Company  and  the  independent  coke  pro¬ 
ducers,  and  the  increased  number  of  ovens  that 
are  in  blast  among  the  latter.  The  total  number 
of  operations  in  blast  in  the  entire  district  has  in¬ 
creased  about  one  per  cent. 

Prices  are  as  low  as  they  can  consistently  go, 
and  will  probably  remain  at  the  present  quota¬ 
tions  for  several  weeks  to  come.  Anywhere  from 
$1.50  to  $2.10  is  asked  for  furnace  coke,  and  from 
$1.95  to  $2.45  for  Connellsville  foundry  coke.  Ad¬ 
ditional  blast  furnaces  are  being  blown  in  and 
the  demand  for  coke  will  now  increase  regularly 
for  some  time  to  come  as  pig  iron  maufacturers 
are  not  generally  credited  with  deciding  to  in¬ 
crease  their  production  until  there  is  sure  to  be 
a  demand.  The  announcement  was  made  this 
week  by  the  Steel  Corporation  that  three  addi¬ 
tional  stacks  near  Pittsburgh  would  be  blown 
in  very  shortly. 


The  Greensburg  Institute. 

The  second  annual  mining  institute  of  the 
Greensburg  district'  was  held  last  Saturday  in 
Brinker’s  Hall,  Greensburg,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  instructive  gatherings  of  the 
kind  that  has  ever  been  held  in  the  bituminous 
coal  district  of  Pennsylvania.  The  attendance 
was  much  larger  than  on  the  occasion  of  the  first 
annual  institute  held  last  year,  and  included  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  officials  and  mine  officers  of  the 
entire  district.  There  were  also  a  large  number 
of  employes  of  the  many  mines  in  Westmort- 
land  county  present. 

Chairman  Thomas  Page,  of  Greensburg,  made 
a  short  introductory  address.  He  was  followed 
by  James  Absalom,  also  of  Greensburg,  who  read 
a  paper  on  “Mine  Management  and  Discipline.” 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  the  papers 
general  discussion  of  the  subject  was  participated 
in  by  many  of  those  present.  This  general  dis¬ 
cussion  consumed  the  remainder  of  the  morning. 
At  the  business  meeting,  reports  for  the  year 
were  read  and  adopted,  and  the  following  officers 
elected  for  the  coming  year :  Permanent  chair¬ 
man,  William  Bird,  of  Harrison  City;  permanent 
secretary,  William  Davis,  of  Dundale;  commit¬ 
tee  on  program  for  the  third  annual  meeting, 
William  X.  Thomas  and  P.  W.  Parfitt ;  commit¬ 
tee  on  local  institute,  Thomas  Page,  Harry  Ath¬ 
erton  and  J.  C.  Campbell,  all  of  Greensburg. 

Following  the  business  session,  Thomas  A. 
Mathers,  of  Bradenville,  Pa.,  delivered  a  paper 
on  “Coal  Dust  and  Its  Dangers.”  This  paper 
was  also  followed  by  a  short  general  discussion  . 
and  a  very  interesting  talk  on  the  same  subject 
by  B.  F.  Jones,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Westmoreland  Coal  Company,  of  Irwin,  Pa.  Mr. 
Jones  compared  the  death  rate  of  the  railroads 
with  that  of  the  mining  industry,  making  the 
statement,  and  submitting  figures  showing  that 
the  number  of  deaths  in  the  mining  industry  was 
smaller  than  on  the  railroads.  Following  this 
*  he  dealt  at  length  upon  the  evils  of  the  liquor 
traffic  experienced  in  the  coal  mining  industry, 
and  the  damage  done  both  to  the  employer  and 
to  the  miner.  He  accused  the  liquor  dealers  and 
their  agents  of  ruthlessly  carting  liquor  into  the 
mining  camps  and  disposing  of  it  in  great  quan¬ 
tities  to  the  miners.  This,  he  claimed,  was  one 
of  the  greatest  evils  that  the  mine  owners  and 
superintendents  have  to  contend  with  in  the 
bituminous  regions. 

At  3:30,  A.  P.  Knight,  the  well  known  Greens¬ 
burg  chemist,  commenced  his  series  of  demon¬ 
strations  relative  to  the  mining  industry.  In  these 
demonstrations  he  used  a  special  laboratory  equip¬ 
ment.  Before  the  institute  he  manufactured  gas, 
showing  the  chemical  process  involved;  he  then 


caused  explosions  to  occur,  explaining  at  the  same 
time  their  cause,  effect  and  methods  of  prevention. 
In  the  course  of  these  demonstrations  he  ex¬ 
plained  the  principles  of  the  safety  lamp,  the  need 
of  such  a  lamp  and  the  proper  way  to  use  it. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Work  on  the  new  coking  plant  of  the  Magee 
Coke  Company,  at  Mammoth,  Pa.,  is  progressing 
rapidly,  and  will  be  completed  in  a  short  time. 
It  will  then  be  placed  in  at  least  partial  operation, 
and  will  be  operated  to  as  great  an  extent  as 
market  conditions  will  permit.  Already  about 
twenty-five  ovens  have  been  completed  and  the 
plant  will  consist  of  forty  when  completed.  John 
P.  Stevenson  is  superintendent  of  the  plant  and 
construction. 

Plans  have  been  completed  by  the  Bessemer 
Coke  Company,  of  this  city,  for  the  erection  of  a 
large  coking  plant,  to  be  started  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  on  the  tract  of  about  1,000  acres  that  was 
purchased  recently  from  Josiah  V.  Thompson,  of 
Uniontown,  Pa.  This  tract  is  located  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  Pa.,  and  the  coking  plant  will  con¬ 
sist  of  about  500  modern  bee  hive  ovens.  This 
will  be  one  of  the  largest  plants  in  the  country. 

A  number  of  Pittsburgh  capitalists,  headed  by 
Ross  Marietta,  of  Mill  Run,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
have  formed  a  company  which  will  be  known  as 
the  Marietta  Coal  Company,  and  which  will  de¬ 
velop  a  large  tract  of  coal  land  in  that  vicinity 
this  summer.  A  mine  will  be  opened  as  soon  as 
the  shaft  can  be  sunk  and  the  tipple  erected,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  company  will  be  shipping 
early  in  the  present  summer.  The  coal  has  never 
been  worked,  and  the  entire  tract  is  underlaid 
with  a  five-foot  seam  of  the  finest  Connellsville 
coking  coal. 


Kansas  City  Market. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  14. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Little  progress  has  been  made  so 
far  this  week  in  reaching  an  agreement  between 
the  coal  miners  and  the  Southwestern  Interstate 
Coal  Operators’  Association.  It  is  the  belief  of 
some  of  the  operators  that  the  miners  were  delay¬ 
ing  definite  settlement  on  various  sections  of  the 
proposed  agreement  until  settlements  in  other 
competitive  districts,  particularly  Illinois,  were 
reached. 

With  the  southwestern  field  as  the  only  one  in 
which  negotiations  are  pending,  it  is  expected  that 
the  conference  between  the  miners  and  operators 
will  achieve  results  much  faster  than  has  been 
possible  before.  President  Tom  L.  Lewis,  of  the 
miners,  will  arrive  from  Indianapolis  tomorrow 
and  take  part  in  the  deliberations.  The  miners 
have  persisted  in  offering  resolutions  embracing 
terms  substantially  those  of  last  year,  The  oper¬ 
ators  claim  that  their  main  fight  is  centered 
against  adding  conditions  which  would  benefit 
neither  side,  but  which  would  increase  the  cost  of 
coal  to  the  consumer.  A  marked  decrease  in  ton¬ 
nage  in  the  last  few  years  is  due,  the  operators 
say,  to  burdens  added  to  conditions  of  employ¬ 
ment,  one  of  the  largest  items  in  which  are  wages 
and  a  constantly  narrowing  field  of  competition. 

The  miners  submitted  a  modified  demand  to  the 
operators  at  this  morning’s  conference,  embracing 
a  provision  that  the  wage  scale  in  effect  for  the 
last  two  years  be  not  changed  in  the  present  nego¬ 
tiation  of  a  contract.  The  operators  asked  until 
noon  tomorrow  to  act  upon  this  demand.  The 
matter  will  be  submitted  to  the  general  scale  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  operators’  association  tomorrow 
morning. 

The  negotiations  between  the  miners  and  oper¬ 
ators  were  begun  last  Monday  after  a  recess  of 
ten  days.  It  is  understood  that  the  men  who  are 
idle  in  the  district  are  becoming  very  impatient 
because  of  the  delay  in  settling  the  trouble  and 
that  they  have  told  their  representative  that  they 
must  hurry  up  the  negotiations.  The  delay  is 
probably  causing  the  miners  much  more  discom¬ 
fiture  than  the  operators.  The  latter  were  well 
prepared  for  a  long  period  of  inaction  and  still 
have  a  plentiful  supply  of  coal  on  hand.  Besides 
the  condition  of  the  market  is  such  that  a  shut 
down  could  not  have  come  at  a  more  opportune 
time.  Under  the  conditions  they  naturally  will 
insist  on  a  contract  with  the  miners  that  will  be 
equitable  and  will  not  cause  them  trouble  in  the 
future.  They  can  afford  to  wait  for  the  proper 
terms  and  will  wait. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 

Business  Is  at  a  Standstill  But  Prices 
Are  Showing  Some 
Firmness. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  May  14. 

The  “oldest  inhabitant”  is  now  having  his  in¬ 
nings.  He  is  trying  to  convince  the  younger  men 
in  the  coal  trade  that  back  in  the  sixties  there 
was  a  spell  when  business  was  duller  than  it  is 
at  present,  and  we  who  can  not  remember  back 
more  than  thirty  years  are  loth  to  admit  that  our 
uncle  is  right.  I  f  there  was  ever  anything  worse 
in  the  coal  business  than  the  present  it  takes  the 
oldest  members  in  the  trade  to  recall  it. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  conditions  worse. 
There  is  actually  no  demand  for  certain  grades 
of  coal,  and  this  statement  can  almost  be  taken 
literally.  There  is  absolutely  no  tone  to  the  mar¬ 
ket.  There  is  nothing  doing.  The  negative  can 
not  be  made  too  strong.  To  make  matters  worse, 
it  has  just  been  learned  that  the  shipments  to  the 
lakes  this  year  will  not  begin  until  June  1,  if  even 
then.  A  large  number  of  concerns  with  coal  for 
sale  now  have  been  impatiently  waiting  for  the 
tide  of  coal  to  turn  to  the  lakes  and  thus  leave 
a  little  hole  at  home  to  be  Tilled  up ;  but  now  it 
appears  that  there  is  to  be  no  hope  in  this  di¬ 
rection  for  at  least  several  weeks.  In  the  same 
breath  it  might  be  said  that  the  railroads,  in  sum¬ 
ming  up  the  total  number  of  idle  cars  on  their 
lines  find  that  they  have  more  empty  cars  of  all 
kinds  now  than  they  have  had  for  many  weeks. 
This  certainly  shows  no  improvement  in  general 
conditions.  There  are  thousands  of  empty  coal 
cars.  The  coal  men,  a  few  weeks  ago,  took  it  as 
a  great  favor  on  the  part  of  the  railroads  to  be 
allowed  to  load  up  all  the  available  empty  cars 
with  coal  so  that  the  coal  could  be  forwarded 
quickly  when  needed,  and  yet  not  draw  any  de¬ 
murrage  charges  because  it  would  be  regarded  as 
being  in  transit  and  not  at  destination,  and  a 
number  of  operators  immediately  loaded  up  con¬ 
siderable  coal  only  to  find  that  instead  of  being 
better  off  than  they  were  before,  they  were  actu¬ 
ally  worse  off,  because  it  costs  lots  of  money  to 
hold  siding  after  siding  full  of  coal.  There  was 
created  at  once  a  strong  tendency  on  the  part  of 
some  producers  to  turn  their  coal  back  into 
money  by  cutting  prices.  The  expected  boon, 
therefore,  turned  out  to  be  a  boomerang,  and 
there  is  no  particular  disposition  on  the  part  of 
many  to  load  up  coal  just  to  have  it  ready. 

Strangely  enough,  prices  are  unexpectedly  firm 
in  the  face  of  an  unprecedentedly  weak  market. 
Especially  is  this  true  of  smokeless  coal.  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  are  quoted 
at  $1.60  a  ton  at  the  mines  and  run-of-mine  $1.25 
a  ton  at  the  mines,  and  while  there  is  practically 
nothing  being  done,  these  prices  are  remarkably 
well  sustained.  There  is  not  the  strength  in  splint 
coal  prices  that  there  is  in  smokeless.  Kanawha 
lump  is  quoted  at  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines  for 
the  usual  grades  of  inch  and  a  quarter  coal, 
while  splint  run-of-mine  is  worth  from  90  cents- 
to  $1.00.  For  a  few  grades  of  extra  quality  run- 
of-mine  $1.10  a  ton  is  being  obtained  for  small 
quantities,  though  the  lower  prices  are  the  actual 
market.  With  the  remarkably  small  amount  of 
lump  coal  moving,  it  might  be  expected  that  nut 
and  slack  would  be  very  scarce.  Such  is  the  case, 
but  at  that  there  is  just  enough  nut  and  slack 
being  offered  to  the  trade  to  keep  prices  from  be¬ 
ing  exorbitant.  Indeed  it  is  doubtful  if  nut  and 
slack  is  as  firm  as  it  was  a  week  or  two  ago.  It 
is  apparently  plentiful  at  75  cents  a  ton  at  the 
mines  for  good  qualities,  and  off  grades  are  not 
sought  at  any  price. 

The  local  retail  trade  is  at  a  standstill.  April 
was  the  worst  month  in  the  history  of  many  con¬ 
cerns  here,  and  May  is  not  showing  great  promise 
of  a  decided  improvement.  Three  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  is  the  regular  price  of 
splint  lump  delivered  to  families  ;  but  in  the  same 
sentence,  almost,  nearly  all  the  numerous  solici¬ 
tors  take  the  prospective  customer  into  their  con¬ 
fidences  and  offer  him  lump  coal  at  $3.00  a  ton 
delivered.  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  are  worth  $3. ,75  and  $4.00  a  ton  delivered  and 
anthracite  $7.25.  Nut  and  slack  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses  ranges  from  $1.85  to  $2.00  a  ton  delivered 
at  the  furnace  door. 


The  residents  of  the  Ohio  valley  are  now  ex¬ 
periencing  the  fifth  floor  in  the  Ohio  river  since 
January  1.  The  present  flood  stage  has  done  no 
material  damage  to  the  shipping  interests  other 
than  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  big  boats  to  get 
under  the  bridges  and  to  safely  handle  their  tows 
of  coal  safely  in  the  swift  current.  There  is  now 
a  steady  stream  of  towboats  coming  down  from 
headwaters  with  tows  of  coal.  As  might  be  ex¬ 
pected,  considerable  of  the  coal  is  now  being 
stopped  here  in  anticipation  of  low  water  and  a 
cessation  of  shipping.  No  changes  are  reported 
in  river  prices,  Pittsburgh  lump  being  quoted  at 
7 Zz  cents  and  Kanawha  about  the  same  or  a  little 
lower.  Nut  and  slack  ranges  from  5  to  6  cents 
a  bushel  afloat  in  barges. 

M.  L.  Sternberger  Retires. 

Maurice  L.  Sternberger,  of  Jackson,  Ohio,  has 
resigned  the.  presidency  of  The  Superior  Coal 
Company,  which  operates  extensive  coal  mines  in 
Jackson,  Ohio.  He  has  been  succeeded  by  C.  H. 
Sternberger,  his  brother.  It  is  the  intention  of 
M.  L.  Sternberger  to  take  a  trip  to  Europe  to  try 
to  further  recuperate  his  health,  which  has  been 
very  bad  for  some  time. 


Lake  Navigation  Opens  June  1. 

Local  coal  men  are  very  much  interested  in  a 
telegram  from  Cleveland  announcing  the  fact  that 
the  Lake  Carriers’  Association  has  decided  to 
postpone  the  opening  of  lake  navigation  until 
June  1.  It  is  said  that  there  is  practically  no 
iron  ore  to  be  brought  down  from  the  upper 
lakes,  and  without  this  return  freight  there  is  no 
money  in  carrying  coal.  This  will  be  unwelcome 
news  to  many  coal  men. 


C.  &  O.  May  Buy  C.,  H.  &  D. 

It  is  reported  from  New  York  that  negotiations 
are  under  way  which  may  result  in  the  purchase 
of  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Cincinnati,  Ham¬ 
ilton  &  Dayton  railroad  by  The  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  road.  Coal  men  look  upon  this  as  an  ideal 
move  on  the  part  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  as 
it  will  give  the  long-needed  outlet  west  and  north. 
As  conditions  exist  in  normal  times,  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  is  nearly  always  badly  hampered 
by  the  inability  of  its  connections  to  promptly 
forward  coal,  its  principal  commodity,  and  the 
acquisition  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton 
would  not  only  help  out  in  this  particular,  but 
by  crossing  the  river  at  I  ronton  the  great  con¬ 
gestion  of  coal  at  Cincinnati  would  be  avoided 
entirely. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Kuper  Hood,  formerly  connected  with  the  local 
trade,  but  now  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was  a  business 
visitor  here  recently. 

T.  C.  Beury,  one  of  the  most  prominent  Kana¬ 
wha  and  New  River  coal  operators,  spent  a  few 
days  here  early  in  the  week. 

Reading,  Ohio,  wishes  to  buy  1,000  tons  of  Po¬ 
cahontas  or  New  River  coal,  and  will  receive  bids 
for  this  amount  of  fuel  up  to  May  18. 

Captain  Arthur  Moren,  of  Pittsburgh,  was  a 
Cincinnati  visitor  during  the  week.  He  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  transportation  department  of  The 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company. 

Many  coal  men  will  remember  Sol  P.  Kineon 
as  one  of  the  former  great  coal  men  of  Cincin¬ 
nati.  He  has  met  with  many  reverses  lately  and 
last  week  his  beautiful  $65,000  Clifton  residence 
was  sold  by  the  sheriff. 

The  Fayette  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  has  been  chartered  to  do  business 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $45,000.  Its  incorporators 
are  Thomas  C.  Beury,  John  A.  Thayer,  H.  L. 
Wehrle,  J.  P.  Vaughan  and  C.  C.  Lewis. 

The  Raven  Collieries  Company  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $200,000.  'The  incorporators  are  E.  P. 
Mucklow,  W.  W.  Mucklow,  C.  W.  Morton  and 
R.  H.  Richardson,  of  Charleston,  and  H.  F.  Hank, 
of  St.  Albans,  W.  Va. 

The  Wilson-Edmunds  Coal  Company  has  taken 
out  a  West  Virginia  charter  to  deal  in  coal  lands 
and  to  operate  coal  mines.  Its  capital  stock  is 
$50,000,  and  its  incorporators  are  C.  R.  Wilson, 
R.  W.  Edmunds,  I.  H.  Wilson,  M.  S.  Northcutf 
and  G.  B.  Wilson,  all  of  Huntington,  W.  Va. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  May  14 .—{Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Another  week  has  gone  by  and  still  the 
lignite  operators  and  miners  have  not  been  able 
to  reach  an  agreement,  but  in  the  meantime  the 
miners  are  staying  at  work  and  are  not  losing  any 
sleep  over  conditions.  The  delay  is  what  they 
want  as  they  would  be  well  satisfied  to  renew  the 
old  scale  for  another  year,  although  they  have 
asked  for  an  advance.  It  is  probable  that  the 
coming  week  will  see  the  controversy  settled. 

At  present  there  are  no  current  prices  on  Colo¬ 
rado  bituminous  or  lignite.  With  every  prospect 
of  the  rate  to  points  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  be¬ 
ing  lowered  during  June,  the  dealers  are  not  go¬ 
ing  to  have  much  of  the  storage  coal  they  have 
ordered  moved  before  that  time,  which  means 
that  until  the  new  rates  are  in  effect  bituminous 
business  will  be  mighty  quiet.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a  good  big  reduction  will  be  made  as  Colorado 
coal  operators  have  been  getting  the  worst  of  it 
for  years  on  the  rate  question  and  consequently 
have  been  losing  territory  steadily.  The  railroads 
are  expected  to  realize  this  condition  and  put  the 
operators  in  a  position  to  regain  their  old  fields. 
If  they  fail  to  do  so  the  earning  on  Colorado 
coal  will  show  a  bigger  decrease  this  year  than 
ever.  Unless  this  reduction  is  granted  a  good 
many  Colorado  operators  are  going  to  have  hard 
sledding  this  year  as,  with  the  number  of  new 
mines  opened  up  and  in  operation,  and  the  terri¬ 
tory  restricted,  there  will  be  an  overproduction  in 
the  territory  that  can  be  reached,  which  means 
cut  prices,  demurrage  and  trouble  in  general. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Ed  Phelps,  of  The  Atlas  Coal  Company,  is  tak¬ 
ing  a  well  earned  vacation. 

H.  E.  Stewart,  general  sales  manager  of  The 
Rocky  Mountain  Fuel  Company,  is  away  on  a 
business  trip. 

Phil  Harmon,  of  The  Western  Coal  &  Selling- 
Company,  is  visiting  the  towns  along  the  Rock 
Island  in  Colorado. 

The  Green  Canon  Coal  Company  has  been  given 
the  contract  to  furnish  Fort  Logan  with  coal  this 
year.  This  makes  the  third  year  Green  Canon 
coal  has  been  used  at  this  fort. 

Harry  Spingler,  a  jobber  and  dealer  at  Colorado 
Springs,  was  in  Denver  last  week  calling  on  old 
friends.  Harry  has  been  on  the  road  in  Texas, 
selling  Primrose  coal  for  the  last  six  weeks. 

Harry  T.  Nash,  general  sales  agent  of  The 
National  Fuel  Company,  The  Parkdale  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  and  The  Green  Canon  Coal  Company,  visited 
several  towns  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state 
last  week,  and  also  spent  a  day  in  Colorado 
Springs  with  H.  C.  Harmon,  president  of  The 
Western  Coal  &  Selling  Company. 

The  first  car  of  coal  from  the  Puritan  mine  of 
The  Parkdale  Fuel  Company  reached  Denver  last 
week,  over  the  Union  Pacific,  and  it  is  pro¬ 
nounced  by  experts  as  the  best  lignite  that  has 
been  shipped  from  any  mine  on  the  Union  Pacific 
in  Colorado.  The  headquarters  of  The  Parkdale 
Fuel  Company  is  Denver. 

Frank  M.  Vaughan,  general  sales  agent  of  The 
Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  joined  the 
Boosters’  excursion  last  week  and  visited  most  of 
the  towns  in  northern  Colorado.  Fred  Fruer, 
division  sales  agent,  also  accompanied  them.  It 
is  needless  to  say  the  Northern  was  well  repre¬ 
sented  and  both  men  are  well  liked  by  the  trade. 


America’s  Coal  Lands, 

As  shown  by  a  new  coal  area  map  of  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey,  there  are 
about  327,000  square  miles  of  what  may  be 
termed  the  more  easily  mined  coal  fields,  with 
an  estimated  content  available  for  future  use 
of  nearly  2,000,000,000,000  tons.  With  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  rates  of  increase  of  coal  pro¬ 
duction  that  has  held  for  the  past  fifty  years, 
the  supply  of  easily  available  coal  will,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Director  Smith  of  the  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey,  be  exhausted  before  the  middle  of  the  next 
century.  Long  before  the  point  of  exhaustion 
is  reached,  the  cost  will  have  become,  to  most 
people,  prohibitive. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  May  14. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — No  great  change  is  seen  in  local  condi¬ 
tions  this  week  except  that  buying  is  possibly 
a  little  more  quiet  than  it  has  been.  Most 
operators  have  turned  their  attention  to  the 
question  of  how  to  cut  down  expenses,  and 
still  meet  the  requirements  of  the  trade.  Prices 
have  shown  no  improvement  and  the  demand 
is  slow  all  along  the  line.  A  few  lake  ship¬ 
ments  have  been  made,  but  they  are  very  few 
and  far  between.  Lake  trade  has  not  really 
opened  up  and  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will 
open  up  before  the  latter  part  of  this  month 
and  perhaps  as  late  as  June.  About  a  dozen 
large  boats  have  loaded,  but  not  more  than  half 
of  them  have  left  the  harbor  yet.  About  half  a 
dozen  cargoes  of  from  10,000  to  12,000  tons 
have  cleared  for  Duluth  and  Chicago,  but  the 
movement  of  ore  from  the  north  has  not  yet 
begun,  and  as  there  is  little  demand  for  the 
coal  in  the  northwest,  and  little  demand  for 
the  ore  here,  the  lake  business  is  far  from 
promising. 

Some  steam  coal  has  been  sold  to  local  fac¬ 
tories  and  railways  have  bought  a  trifle,  but 
the  demand  here  also  has  been  very  limited, 
except  for  future  deliveries.  Orders  for  June, 
July  and  August  deliveries  have  been  quite, 
numerous,  which  is  at  least  one  favorable  in¬ 
dication  of  the  business.  Retail  trade  has 
dropped  off  considerably,  the  warm  weather 
of  the  week  having  worked  havoc  with  the  mar¬ 
ket.  As  one  coal  man  put  it,  “Some  of  the 
mines  in  this  section  are  operating  some  of 
the  time  with  some  of  their  force.”  Little  im¬ 
provement  is  looked  for  until  lake  traffic  opens 
up  in  earnest. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  J.  Parson,  a  retail  coal  dealer  from  Grand 
Rapids,  Ohio,  paid  a  visit  to  the  city  this  week. 

Joseph  Mitchelltree  is  one  of  the  Toledo 
coal  men  who  will  attend  the  convention  at 
Columbus  next  week. 

Reg  Piggott  of  Buffalo,  representing  the 
Williams  &  Peters  Company,  was  a  caller  at 
the  local  offices  this  week. 

W.  A.  Schiely,  of  the  firm  of  Schiely  &  Mc¬ 
Donald,  retailers  at  Maumee,  was  here  on 
business  the  first  of  the  week. 

Elmer  Miller  is  spending  a  short  vacation 
at  the  old  home  at  Staunton,  Va.  He  is  ex¬ 
pected  home  some  time  next  week. 

George  W.  Sweeney,  sales  agent  of  the 
United  Coal  Company  of  Pittsburgh,  visited 
the  trade  in  Toledo  on  Wednesday. 

James  P.  Loomis  called  on  the  local  trade 
this  week  in  the  interest  of  the  Loomis-Moss 
Coal  Company  and  the  Akron  Coal  Company, 
both  of  Akron. 

J.  W.  Steele  of  New  York,  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company, 
spent  Sunday  in  Toledo,  the  guest  of  W.  F. 
Pardee,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent  Fuel 
Company. 

The  first  large  cargo  of  coal  to  leave  this 
harbor  this  season  was  taken  out  on  May  8, 
by  the  steamer  Jacob  T.  Kopp,  which  cleared 
with  10,000  tons  for  Milwaukee.  The  vessel 
has  just  been  completed  at  Detroit,  and  this 
was  her  first  cargo. 

A  loss  of  about  $4,000  was  occasioned  last 
night  by  the  burning  of  a  coal  chute  on  the 
Ohio  Central  line  near  Whitmore  station,  two 
miles  from  the  East  Toledo  city  limits.  The 
chute  was  practically  destroyed,  together  with 
two  freight  cars  loaded  with  coal.  All  the 
coal  in  the  chutes,  with  the  framework  and 
most  of  the  machinery,  was  burned. 

The  office  of  the  East  Toledo  Coal  Company 
was  robbed  early  this  week.  When  “Clem”  Thes- 
sing,  manager,  came  to  the  office  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  he  saw  a  colored  man  inside,  but  thought 
he  was  one  of  the  drivers.  When  he  applied 
his  key  at  the  door  the  negro  went  out  through 
a  window.  The  police  were  notified,  but  were 
unable  to  locate  the  thief.  He  had  broken  a 
roll  top  desk  and  money  drawer  and  made 


way  with  several  dollars’  worth  of  stamps  and 
small  change. 

An  application  has  been  filed  in  common 
pleas  court  to  discharge  the  receiver  of  the 
Northwest  Coal  Company,  for  the  reason  that 
its  affairs  have  been  settled.  All  the  indebted¬ 
ness,  including  a  claim  of  $12,500  held  by  A. 
D.  Bennett  of  Port  Huron,  have  been  adjusted, 
the  company  having  gone  out  of  business,  and 
has  no  assets,  and  the  creditors  and  stock¬ 
holders  desire  to  have  the  litigation  wound  up. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  14. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — It  is  surprising  to  note  how  fast  a  coal 
market  can  go  to  pieces.  This  week  St.  Louis 
market  displayed  its  ability  to  go  lower  than 
even  the  worst  pessimists  predicted.  Last  Sat¬ 
urday  anyone  who  happened  to  have  a  car  of 
Illinois  standard  lump  could  have  easily  ob¬ 
tained  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  mines.  Early  on  Monday 
morning  sales  agents  started  out  to  ask  $1.50 
per  ton  for  coal  and  expected  to  get  it,  as  only 
a  very  few  mines  were  running.  As  no  coal 
moved  at  that  figure,  the  price  started  to  drop 
and  declined  until  the  same  coal  could  have 
been  bought  for  90  cents  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  mines 
before  night.  A  number  of  mines,  which  started 
up  Monday,  are  going  to  shut  down  again  on 
account  of  the  lack  of  demand.  It  looks  very 
much  as  if  there  would  be  nothing  doing  in 
the  coal  business  for  several  months.  If  the 
mines  had  stayed  shut  down  for  another  month 
it  would  have  been  a  great  deal  better  for 
everyone  in  the  business. 

Considering  the  amount  of  Indiana  and  Ken¬ 
tucky  coal  that  was  coming  into  this  market 
last  week,  it  is  a  wonder  that  some  of  the 
jobbers,  who  were  speculating  pretty  heavily, 
were  not  caught  by  the  decline  in  price.  They 
all  seem  to  have  played  safe. 

The  coal  men  are  now  out  after  contracts 
and  are  tumbling  over  each  other  to  get  them. 
It  is  reported  that  in  one  manufacturer’s  office 
eight  coal  salesmen  met  at  one  time,  each  one 
trying  to  solicit  a  contract  that  will  not  be 
closed  before  the  1st  of  July. 

Anthracite  coal  trade  is  reported  just  “so  so,” 
though  compared  to  the  soft  coal  business  it 
is  very  brisk  indeed.  Orders  are  coming  in 
fairly  well  after  a  great  deal  of  coaxing  and 
while  the  volume  is  not  as  great  as  formerly, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected,  as  dealers  are  holding 
off  as  long  as  possible. 

Operators  in  the  Arkansas  anthracite  field 
are  out  hot  after  business,  as  their  market  in 
Kansas  has  been  largely  diminished  by  the 
natural  gas.  Dealers  report  that  they  are 
doing  fairly  well  in  getting  orders  for  future 
delivery,  though  there  is  no  present  demand. 
Prices  are,  of  course,  down  to  the  usual  sum¬ 
mer  time  level.  Current  prices  are  as  follows, 
f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard  Coal — Two-inch  lump,  $1.52;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.42;  mine-run,  $1.42;  screenings,  $1.12; 
pea  and  slack,  97  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump, 
$1.82;  mine-run,  $1.52;  2-inch  nut,  $1.52. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump,  $2.02;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97;  2-inch  lump, 
$1.87;  mine-run,  $1.77;  lpGinch  screenings, 
$1.37. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Several  mines  at  Ayrshire,  Ind.,  are  under 
water  and  have  been  put  temporarily  out  of 
business.  .  ' 

The  smokestacks  of  the  Breese-Trenton  Min¬ 
ing  Company’s  mine  at  Breese,  Ill.,  on  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio,  were  blown  over  in  a  recent 
gale  that  swept  that  district,  as  were  also  those 
of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company  and  several 
other  near-by  mines. 

The  Kokoals  are  preparing  for  another  rec¬ 
ord-breaking  koruskation  next  week.  They 
have  secured  a  large  number  of  candidates  for 
initiation  during  the  shut-down,  when  all  coal 
men  have  plently  of  time,  and  they  expect  to 
have  a  rousing  time.  The  Kokoals  reiterate 
the  old  saying,  It’s  an  ill  wind  that  blows  no¬ 


body  good,”  and  it  is  a  hard  thing  to  find  a 
circumstances  that  they  do  not  turn  to  ad¬ 
vantage. 

The  recent  period  of  stormy  and  windy 
weather  wrought  havoc  with  a  number  of 
mines  in  the  Standard  district.  The  Hippard 
mine,  operated  by  George  Hippard  on  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central,  has  been  entirely  filled  with 
water.  The  airshaft  has  caved  in  and  the  dam¬ 
age  is  so  great  that  the  mine  may  possibly  be 
abandoned.  The  Richland  mine,  near  Bellville, 
operated  by  Herman  Pfuehl,  was  also  severely 
damaged.  Part  of  the  shaft  has  caved  in  and 
it  is  reported  that  the  mine  cannot  be  gotten 
in  operating  condition  before  August.  The 
airshaft  of  the  Branch  mine,  near  Bellville,  also 
caved  in  and  several  mules  were  lost. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  May  14. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  not  much  change  in  domestic 
sizes  and  dealers  do  not  seem  inclined  to  load 
up  with  anything.  It  is  the  general  opinion 
that  we  will  be  well  into  July  before  any 
change  for  the  better  occurs.  Fine  coal,  as 
would  be  naturally  expected,  is  firm,  with  West 
Virginia  bringing  easily  65  cents  for  nut,  pea 
and  slack.  There  is  no  Hocking  coal  to  speak 
of  on  the  market.  But  the  shippers  are  won¬ 
dering  what  they  will  do  with  all  the  fine  coal 
which  is  bound  to  flood  the  market  as  soon  as 
the  lake  shipments  begin.  As  to  lake  ship¬ 
ments,  the  bulk  of  the  business  is  not  expected 
to  start  before  the  first  of  next  month.  How- 
ever,  a  number  of  cargoes  have  been  shipped. 
The  W.  R.  Johnson  Company  was  among  the 
first  shippers  of  lake  coal  from  the  Toledo 
docks. 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  coal  situation 
shows  considerable  improvement.  Several  large 
users  have  been  making  inquiries  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  institutions  throughout  the  state  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  call  for  bids.  Hitherto  they  have 
held  off  in  anticipation  of  still  lower  prices. 
Today,  however,  they  realize  that  rock-bottom 
has  been  reached  and  are  only  too  anxious  to 
let  their  contracts  for  the  year.  Among  the 
public  institutions  to  advertise  for  bids  to  be 
opened  this  week  are  the  East  Michigan  asylum 
at  Pontiac,  Mich.,  and  the  Public  Lighting 
Commission  of  this  city.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  very  evident  that  the  operators  are  not  tum¬ 
bling  over  each  other  to  close  deals  at  the 
present  prices,  which  are  somewhat  below  the 
prices  which  prevailed  last  year  at  the  same 
season.  One  large  concern  today  turned  down 
an  offer  at  a  reduction  of  five  cents  on  the  fig¬ 
ure  which  it  had  offered.  The  agent  said  he 
did  not  care  to  set  a  bad  example,  though  he 
was  certain  that  he  had  lost  a  good  customer 
by  insisting  on  last  year’s  price. 

Quite  a  number  of  contracts  were  closed  last 
week  at  fairly  satisfactory  prices  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  a  good  many  more  will  be  closed 
before  this  week  ends. 

It  cannot  be  said  truthfully  that  the  spot 
market  is  anywhere  near  what  it  should  be. 
There  is  considerable  coal  on  the  tracks  and  it 
is  selling  at  very  unsatisfactory  figures.  West 
Virginia,  both  coarse  and  fine,  is  plentiful,  and 
it  is  hard  to  sell  it  at  less  than  the  cost  of 
mining  it. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

Sibley  A.  McManigal  of  the  W.  G.  Hamil¬ 
ton  Coal  Company  of  Columbus  was  in  this 
city  the  early  part  of  this  week. 

C.  H.  Clark  of  Williams  &  Peters  spent 
Wednesday  of  this  week  in  the  city. 

John  Taylor  of  the  Taylor-Williams  Com¬ 
pany  of  Columbus,  dropped  in  on  his  friends 
here  last  week. 

It  is  expected  that  at  least  twenty-five  Ko¬ 
koals  will  attend  the  great  pow-wow  of  the 
organization  at  Buffalo  on  July  10. 

Charles  Dunn  of  the  Pittsburgh-Buffalo 
Company  is  at  present  in  the  northwest. 

E.  D.  Carr,  manager  of  sales  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Company  of  Columbus,  spent 
a  few  days  in  this  city  last  week. 
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Indianapolis  Trade. 

Miners  Strike  Rather  Than  Accept  a  Fine 
for  Striking  Without  Obtaining 
Authority. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  14. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  likelihood  of  a  strike  in  the 
Indiana  coal  fields  is  not  having  a  demoralizing 
effect  on  the  trade  as  business  has  not  been  brisk 
for  some  time  and  operators  declare  that  a  sus¬ 
pension  will  not  hurt  matters.  The  demand  has 
been  light  with  most  of  the  operators.  Lately 
some  of  them  have  been  enjoying  a  good  trade 
with  the  St.  Louis  buyers  owing  to  the  trouble 
between  the  Illinois  miners  and  operators,  but  it 
was  realized  that  this  business  was  transient.  As 
a  rule,  not  many  mines  in  the  state  have  been 
operated  more  than  a  third  of  the  time  during  the 
last  six  months.  Prices  are  the  same  as  they 
were  since  there  has  been  no  special  demand  or 
shortage  to  cause  an  increase. 

The  failure  of  the  operators  and  miners  to 
reach  an  agreement  at  Terre  Haute  caused  con¬ 
siderable  surprise  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  Indiana  miners  had  voted  to  re¬ 
affirm  the  old  scale.  However,  after  a  long  and 
tiresome  siege  the  convention  was  adjourned  sine 
die  and  President  Van  Horn,  of  the  Indiana 
miners,  says  there  is  nothing  to  it  now  but  a 
strike.  He  indicated  that  the  miners  would  quit 
work  tonight  and  stay  quit  until  the  operators 
bend  the  knee  to  them.  The  operators  assert  that 
they  are  in  the  right  and  that  they  will  not  budge 
from  their  positions. 

The  principal  bone  of  contention  during  the 
convention  was  the  determination  of  the  operators 
to  adhere  to  the  fining  system  against  miners  who 
strike  without  giving  notice  or  a  chance  to  settle 
differences.  The  operators  insisted  also  on  the 
adoption  of  a  docking  system  similar  to  the  one 
that  has  been  in  vogue.  The  operators,  however, 
offered  to  modify  the  old  contract  so  that  it  would 
be  more  favorable  to  the  miners,  but  they  wanted 
everything. 

President  Lewis  attended  the  convention  but 
he  came  near  quitting  in  disgust.  He  tried  to  in¬ 
duce  the  miners  to  accept  the  old  scale,  but  they 
turned  him  down  by  a  small  majority.  Lewis 
handed  his  followers  some  “hot  ones”  because 
of  their  action. 

“You  are  working  without  policy  or  advisors,” 
he  said.  “Your  scale  committee  has  acted  like  a 
bunch  of  messenger  boys,  carrying  messages  from 
the  operators  to  the  convention.” 

He  said  that  the  Indiana  miners  are  taking  a 
radical  and  indefensible  position.  His  remarks 
were  not  resented  but  a  majority  of  the  miners 
refused  to  change  their  views. 

Phil  Penna,  secretary  of  the  Indiana  operators, 
says  the  latter  are  still  open  to  negotiations  and 
are  willing  to  make  another  attempt  to  adjust 
matters  on  a  friendly  basis,  but  it  seems  that  most 
of  the  miners  want  a  strike.  The  operators  are 
in  fairly  good  shape  for  it  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  pressing  demand  for  coal.  So 
far  as  the  miners  are  concerned,  it  is  said  that 
their  treasury  is  running  low  and  that  but  few 
of  them  have  any  money  laid  by  because  work 
has  been  slack. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  property  of  the  Hartwell  Coal  Company, 
in  Pike  county,  has  been  sold  to  the  Binghamp- 
ton  Trust  Company,  of  Binghampton,  N.  Y.,  for 
$150,000,  by  George  A.  Hurst,  assignee.  The 
company  was  organized  several  years  ago  by  S. 
H.  Wulfman,  of  Hutingburg. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  May  14. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  operators  of  the  south 
took  steps  in  Knoxville  today  to  form  an  or¬ 
ganization  which  promises  to  be  strong  and 
effective,  serving  the  varied  interests  of  the 
operators  of  the  south.  It  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  on  the  plan  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’ 
Association. 

John  L.  Boyd  of  Knoxville,  of  the  Procter 
Coal  Company,  is  the  president  and  has  been 
the  prime  spirit  in  the  movement.  The  secre¬ 
tary  has  not  yet  been  chosen,  but  will  prob¬ 
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ably  be  a  salaried  official  and  will  be  selected 
with  reference  to  special  fitness  for  the  work 
to  be  done. 

About  fifty  coal  operators  were  present  and 
expressions  were  received  from  several  others 
who  did  not  attend,  but  who  announced  their 
sympathy  with  the  purpose  of  the  movement 
and  their  willingness  to  cooperate. 

Vice-presidents  have  been  chosen,  one  from 
each  of  the  various  distinctive  coal  fields  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  organization.  An  executive 
committee  of  twelve  is  to  serve  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Three  general  committees  are  provided 
for  in  the  by-laws  and  constitution,  these  be¬ 
ing  for  legislation,  transportation  and  trade 
extension. 

It  is  probable  that  one  person  will  be  chosen 
to  travel  and  collect  data  and  trade  informa¬ 
tion  and  see  what  can  be  done  toward  enlarg¬ 
ing  trade  developments. 

The  secretary-treasurer  will  handle  credit 
reports,  keep  records  of  the  association,  handle 
freight  claims  and  demurrage  for  the  associa¬ 
tion  at  large.  It  is  announced  that  the  organ¬ 
ization  does  not  propose  to  take  up  the  labor 
question,  or  curtailment  of  output,  these  mat¬ 
ters  not  being  provided  for  in  the  by-laws. 
When  the  organization  is  under  way  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  it  will  embrace  all  of  the  coal  op¬ 
erators  of  the  south.  Those  who  grasp  the 
situation  and  have  conferred  about  what  can 
be  done  by  the  Southern  Coal  Operators’  As¬ 
sociation  are  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  there 
is  a  great  work  to  be  done  and  needs  to  be 
done  that  the  best  interests  of  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  south  may  be  served. 

The  coal  market  in  the  south  continues  to 
improve,  as  revealed  by  the  market  conditions 
of  operators  in  Knoxville.  The  domestic  mar¬ 
ket  promises  to  be  fairly  active  all  during 
summer.  There  seems  to  be  good  reason  why 
consumers  of  all  classes  should  buy  and  stock- 
up  during  the  summer  owing  to  the  low  prices 
prevailing  and  the  fact  that  prices  promise  to 
advance. 


Mine  Car  Wheels. 


One  of  the  interesting  mine  car  wheels  on  the 
market  today  is  produced  by  the  Savill-Chandler 
Company,  of  Canton,  Ill.,  known  as  the  Canton 
Capless  Wheel.  A  test  was  made  of  this  some 
time  ago  putting  it  on  a  car  where  ordinary 
wheels  were  used.  It  was  found  that  while  the 
ordinary  wheel  consumed  about  ten  quarts  of  oil 


Canton  Capless  Wheel. 


in  a  period  of  thirty  days  the  Canton  Capless  Wheel 
had  used  only  one  quart  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
time  was  running  smoothly  and  was  perfectly 
lubricated.  The  interesting  point  of  the  wheel, 
of  course,  is  the  oil  valve. 

The  oil  valve  is  without  exception  superior  to 
any  similar  device  in  use.  It  is  oil  tight,  is  easily 
opened  and  closed  and  when  closed  will  remain 
closed  until  opened  by  human  agency.  There  is 
nothing  about  it  to  wear  out  or  become  loose 
and  it  cannot  clog.  It  cannot  be  damaged  by 
accident  short  of  one  serious  enough  to  smash 
the  entire  wheel.  The  tension  spring  is  steel  and 
being  inside  the  oil  chamber  and  coming  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  oil  cannot  suffer  from  rust  or  cor¬ 
rosion.  There  are  no  screw  plugs  or  nuts  to 
work  loose.  The  only  nut  used  is  compressed  af¬ 


ter  being  screwed  to  its  proper  place,  so  that  it 
cannot  come  off. 

The  valve  consists  of  a  machined  disc  set  in  a 
milled  valve  seat,  so  that  it  is  flush  with  the  face 
of  the  wheel.  The  spring  inside  the  oil  chamber 
holds  the  disc  in  place  and  makes  leakage  im¬ 
possible.  To  open  the  valve  for  oiling  the  disc 
is  turned  until  the  hole  coincides  with  the  hole  in 
the  valve  seat  and  is  closed  by  reversing  the  op¬ 
eration.  No  oil  can  escape  and  no  dirt  can  enter 
through  the  closed  valve. 

The  oil  ports  leading  from  the  oil  chamber  to 
the  axle  are  packed  with  fabricated  hair  felt  plugs 
wound  with  wire  and  impaled  on  pins  cast  in  the 
hub.  By  means  of  the  packing  the  oil  is  fed  to 
the  bearing  uniformly  and  without  waste. 


The  Ohio  Convention. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  May  14. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Reports  from  over  the  state  point  to 
a  great  gathering  of  coal  men  on  the  occasion  of 
the  fourteenth  annual  convention  of  the  Whole¬ 
sale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  which 
meets  in  Columbus  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
May  26  and  27.  The  list  of  speakers  insures  a 
highly  profitable  event  from  the  standpoint  of  edu¬ 
cation,  and  the  entertainment  committee  of  Co¬ 
lumbus  dealers  and  shippers  has  made  very  com¬ 
plete  arrangements  for  showing  the  members  of 
the  association  and  all  visiting  coal  men  a  good 
time.  Following  is  the  invitation  and  program 
that  is  being  mailed  out : 

MONDAY,  MAY  25. 

S  p.  m.  to  10:30  p.  m. — Registration  of  members  and 
visitors. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  26. 

MORNING  SESSION,  9:30  O’CLOCK. 

Music — Vocal  and  Instrumental  Selections. 

Greetings  on  Behalf  of  Columbus  Dealers. 

Address  of  Welcome... C.  A.  Bond,  Mayor  of  Columbus 
Response  and  Annual  Address . 

. President  W.  F.  Voegele,  Mansfield 

Reports  of  Officers  and  Announcements. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION - 2  O'CLOCK. 

Music — Vocal  and  Instrumental  Selections. 

Address . Hon.  Andrew  L.  Harris,  Governor  of  Ohio 

Address,  “Do  We  Help  Ourselves,  or  Are  We  Drift¬ 
ing” . Fred  A.  Hobbs,  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. 

(President  International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants.) 
Address,  “Retail  Coal  Business  in  the  Big  Cities”.... 

. John  Brashears,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Address . T.  L.  Lewis 

(Nat’l  President  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.) 
Address,  “From  the  Operators’  Standpoint” . 

. > . E.  F.  McManigal,  Columbus 

Question  box  and  discussion. 

(Dealers  who  have  any  problems  growing  out  of  their 
own  experience,  which  they  would  like  to  have  brought 
before  the  convention,  are  requested  to  make  use  of 
Ouestion  Box.) 

*  WEDNESDAY,  MAY  27. 

MORNING  SESSION - 9  A.  M. 

Music — Vocal  and  Instrumental  Selections. 

Address . O.  P.  Rank,  Cleveland 

Address,  “Collecting  Short  Weights” . 

. Frank  E.  Lukins,  Chicago 

(Secretary  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Association.) 
Election  of  officers,  question  box  discussion. 

AFTERNOON - 2  O’CLOCK. 

Special  cars  will  be  in  waiting  for  a  visit  to  the  famous 
Hartman  stock  farm,  where  guides  will  take  charge  of 
party  for  a  tour  of  the  premises. 

The  Hartman  stock  farm  is  the  greatest  plant  of  its  kind 
in  the  world.  It  contains  between  4,000  and  6,000  acres. 
Beginning  a  short  distance  south  of  the  city,  it  lies  on 
both  sides  of  the  continuation  of  High  street  for  a  distance 
of  nearly  six  miles.  The  equipment  comprises  some 
eighty  buildings.  Coal  men,  who  are  naturally  interested 
in  horses,  will  have  opportunity  of  seeing  hundreds  of 
head  of  the  finest  stock  imported  to  this  country,  including 
a  stable  of  pure  Arabians.  Among  other  attractions  are 
a  mammoth  dairy,  in  which  the  product  of  a  herd  of  300 
Jersies  is  cared  for,  a  poultry  department  of  many  acres 
in  extent,  and  prize  swine  and  cattle  of  various  kinds. 
This  great  plant  has  been  created  entirely  within  the  past 
eight  or  ten  years,  and  everything  connected  with  it,  from 
the  huge  horse  barns  to  the  workmen’s  cottages,  is  thor¬ 
oughly  modern. 

KOKOAL  KORUSKATION. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  at  the  Great  Southern  Hotel,  will 
occur  a  grand  Kokoal  Koruskation  at  7-11  o’clock.  The 
new  floor  work,  recently  perfected,  will  be  put  in  here 
for  the  first  time,  under  the  direction  of  Imperial  Baron 
C.  M.  Anderson  (a  member  of  the  Ohio  Association)  and 
other  national  officers.  These  annual  events  have  come  to 
be  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  features  of  the  state  conven¬ 
tions.  It  is  hoped  to  make  the  affair  this  year  a  record- 
breaker,  in  the  number  of  initiates  and  in  sociability. 
There  will  be  good  music  and  the  koruskation  will  close 
with  a  fine  luncheon. 

ENTERTAINMENT  FOR  LADIES. 

A  hearty  invitation  is  extended  to  the  wives  and  other 
lady  members  of  dealers’  families  to  be  present. 

On  Tuesday,  at  2  p.  m.,  the  ladies  will  be  given  an 
automobile  ride  about  the  city,  taking  in  state  institutions 
and  other  points  of  interest. 

On  Tuesday  evening  there  will  be  a  theater  party  for 
ladies,  their  escorts  and  non-Kokoals  at  Olentangy  Park 
theater. 

The  comfort  of  the  ladies  will  be  specially  looked  after 
on  the  trip  to  the  Hartman  farm,  Wednesday  afternoon. 
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Mining  Exhausted  Fields. 

(Concluded  from  page  12.) 
ter,  and  the  dirt  hoisted  by  means  of  a  bucket. 
As  the  excavations  progressed  the  weight  of 
the  concrete  walls  on  the  steel  cutting  edge 
gradually  forced  its  way  downward.  As  sink¬ 
ing  progressed  more  concrete  was  laid  upon 
the  top  of  that  already  hardened.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  the  concrete  walls  made  their  own  way 
through  the  surface.  As  fast  as  the  concrete 
hardened  under  the  lower  section,  the  forms 
were  removed  and  another  section  of  the  con¬ 
crete  added  to  the  top  by  the  use  of  the  same 
forms,  thus  continually  adding  to  the  weight. 

Great  care  and  skill  were  required  on  the 
part  of  the  engineers  in  charge  to  keep  the  con¬ 
crete  walls  vertical,  or,  in  other  words,  to  keep 
one  part  from  sinking  faster  than  another. 
This  required  constant  watchfulness,  and  where 
one  part  was  found  to  be  sinking  more  rapidly 
than  another,  the  excavation  from  the  inside 
was  increased  or  decreased  accordingly.  This 
process  was  continued  until  the  walls  reached 
a  depth  of  seventy-nine  feet,  when  solid  rock 
was  encountered. 

At  the  top  the  concrete  walls  extend  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  feet  above  the  ground,  so 
that  when  the  surrounding  surface  is  under 
water  the  shaft  may  be  kept  perfectly  dry,  the 
height  of  the  walls  being  more  than  enough 
to  protect  the  shaft  from  the  highest  water 
mark  ever  reached  in  the  vicinity.  When  the 
cutting  edge  reached  rock,  the  top  of  the  rock 
was  found  to  be  somewhat  uneven,  and  the 
space  between  the  rock  and  cutting  edge  was 
securely  corked  by  the  means  of  wooden 
wedges,  to  keep  the  interior  of  the  shaft  as  dry 
as  possible. 

The  concrete  shaft  walls  above  rock  being 
in  place,  the  rock  was  blasted  out  beneath  the 
concrete  walls  to  within  about  two  feet  of  their 
outer  edge,  and  to  a  depth  of  about  twenty 
feet.  Forms  or  molds  will  be  laid  from  the 
solid  rock  about  twenty  feet  below  its  top,  up 
to  the  concrete  walls.  This  space  will  also  be 
poured  with  concrete,  making  the  inner  sur¬ 
face  perfectly  plumb  and  water  tight  to  this 
distance  in  the  rock. 

Then  the  quarrying  of  the  rock  for  the  shaft 
proper  will  be  continued  by  local  contractors. 
Up  to  the  point  of  uniting  the  rock  with  the 
concrete  walls,  about  $70,000  has  been  ex¬ 
pended.  Before  the  Foundation  Company  will 
have  completed  their  job,  the  cost  will  have 
reached  about  $75,000.  Three  thousand  cubic 
yards  of  concrete  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  tons  of  reinforcing  steel  will  be  contained 
in  the  walls.  The  rock  and  sand  used  in  this 
concrete  work  was  obtained  in  the  vicinity  of 
Scranton,  and  the  cement  from  New  Jersey. 

When  the  concrete  portion  of  the  shaft  is 
completed  a  total  depth  of  about  100  feet  will 
have  been  reached.  The  total  depth  of  the 
shaft  will  be  about  805  feet,  at  an  estimate 
cost  of  $200,000,  after  which,  at  an  additional 
expense,  it  will  be  necessary  to  install  two 
large  ventilating  fans,  one  to  be  used  in  case 
of  emergency.  Each  of  these  will  have  a  ca¬ 
pacity  of  about  350,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute;  hoisting  engines  and  pumping  plants 
will  also  have  to  be  installed  before  any  coal 
will  be  mined. 

The  process  of  sinking  has  been  in  progress 
about  six  months,  and  it  will  require  at  least 
another  year  before  mining  operations  can  be 
started. 


Forces  Through  Routing. 

(Concluded  from  page  14.) 
posed  of.  It  is  not  pretended  that  any  through 
routes  do  exist  to  strictly  local  points  on  the 
St.  Paul.  And  it  can  not  be  urged  either  with 
force  or  logic,  that  the  through  routes  to  other 
points  on  the  line  of  the  principal  defendant 
that  now  exists  via  the  other  roads  hereinbe¬ 
fore  mentioned  are  either  ‘reasonable’  or  ‘sat¬ 
isfactory’  when,  as  the  result  of  actual  experi¬ 
ence,  they  yield  to  the  complainant,  in  some 
case,  no  part,  and,  in  other  cases,  only  a  small 
part  of  the  trade  that  it  enjoyed  during  the 
hrief  period  when  the  complainant  was  able  to 
reach  such  points  over  the  through  routes  and 
upon  the  joint  rates- which  were  in  effect  upon 
the  St.  Paul.  Assuming,  as  we  do,  the  good 


faith  of  the  complainant  in  the  showing  made 
that  this  result  was  due  to  the  cancellation  of 
those  through  routes  and  joint  rates  and  not 
to  other  causes,  we  regard  it  as  demonstrated 
on  the  record  that  the  through  routes  over  the 
other  lines  referred  to  are  not  reasonable  or 
satisfactory.  At  Sioux  Falls  the  complainant, 
during  the  period  while  through  routes  were 
in  effect  over  the  St.  Paul,  disposed  of  coal  at 
the  rate  of  3,000  or  4,000  tons  a  year.  Little, 
if  any,  of  this  business  is  now  left  to  it.  When 
recently  requested  to  quote  a  price  on  5,000 
tons  of  coal  destined  to  that  point  it  was  un¬ 
able  to  do  so  because  of  the  absence  of  joint 
rates.  During  the  period  in  question  it  dis¬ 
posed  of  from  10,000  to  12,000  tons  annually  at 
La  Crosse,  Wis.,  and  largely  to  industries  on 
the  terminal  tracks  of  the  St.  Paul.  Since  the 
cancellation  of  the  through  routes  its  trade 
there  has  been  cut  in  half.  At  this  point  it  is 
stated  that  the  St.  Paul  refuses  to  switch  coal 
cars  to  its  team  tracks  when  they  come  from 
other  lines.  Several  other  points  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  record,  such  as  Lansing  and  Mus¬ 
catine,  Iowa,  where  similar  results  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  cancellation  by  the  defendant  of  its 
through  routes.  All  things  considered,  it  is 
clear  that  the  complainant  should  again  be 
accorded  through  routes,  and  the  same  joint 
rates  that  are  now  in  effect  from  the  Wilming¬ 
ton  mines,  to  all  strictly  local  points  on  the 
line  of  the  defendant,  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  and  to  all  points 
including  those  specially  mentioned  herein, 
where  the  principal  coal-consuming  industries 
are  located  on  the  tracks  of  that  company,  and 
when  the  coal  trade  enjoyed  by  the  complain¬ 
ant  while  the  through  routs  and  joint  rates 
were  in  effect  over  the  St.  Paul  has  been  sub¬ 
stantially  curtailed  or  altogether  lost  since  the 
through  routes  and  joint  rates  formerly  in 
effect  were  cancelled. 

Wabash  Is  Exempted. 

We  shall  not  endeavor  now  to  specify  these 
points  in  detail,  but  shall  leave  it  to  the'  good 
sense  of  counsel  to  arrive  at  a  proper  adjust¬ 
ment  of  the  matter  along  the  lines  here  indi¬ 
cated,  and  to  advise  the  commission  promptly 
of  the  results  of  their  conferences.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  complainant  asks  for  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  through  routes  and  joint  rates 
over  the  St.  Paul  in  connection  both  with  the 
Wabash  railroad  and  the  Chicago,  Indiana  & 
Southern  railroad.  If  reasonable  and  satisfac¬ 
tory  through  routes  existed  to  the  points  in 
question  over  one  of  those  connecting  lines,  it 
would  not  be  competent  for  the  complainant  to 
ask  for  the  establishment  of  through  routes 
to  the  same  points  over  the  other  connecting 
line;  for  the  law  does  not  authorize  the  com¬ 
mission  to  order  a  through  route  when  a  rea¬ 
sonable  or  satisfactory  through  route  already 
exists.  Such  being  the  law,  we  do  not  regard 
it  as  competent  when  there  are  no  reasonable 
or  satisfactory  through  routes  already  in  exist¬ 
ence,  for  a  shipper  to  ask  for  the  establishment 
of  such  routqs  over  two  connecting  lines  unless 
special  circumstances  of  compelling  force  are 
shown  in  justification  of  such  a  demand.  No 
such  conditions  appear  in  this  proceeding  and 
no  order  will  therefore  be  entered  at  this  time; 
but  in  advising  the  commission  of  the  points  to 
which  the  complainant  is  entitled  to  through 
routes,  in  accordance  with  the  views  here  ex¬ 
pressed,  the  commission  shall  also  desire  to  be 
advised  over  which  the  two  connecting  lines 
mentioned  in  the  petition  the  through  routes 
are  to  be  established.  In  case  the  parties 
themselves  can  arrive  at  no  definite  conclu¬ 
sions  as  to  these  details,  or  as  to  the  division 
of  the  joint  rates,  the  commission  upon  the 
application  of  either  party  will  further  con¬ 
sider  the  matter  and  enter  such  order  as  may 
seem  appropriate. 


Short  Weight  Hearing. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  13. — In  a  public  hearing  be¬ 
fore  the  railroad  commission  Wednesday  morning 
on  the  question  of  short  weights  in  carload  lots 
of  coal  and  also  the  question  of  re-weighing,  a 
large  number  of  railroad  officials  and  coal  dealers 
were  present. 

As  many  complaints  came  to  the  commission  as 


to  short  weights  in  carload  lots  of  coal,  Chairman 
McLendon  determined  to  probe  into  the  matter. 
He  issued  a  call  to  coal  dealers  over  the  state  and 
to  the  railroad  men  interested. 

Testimony  was  offered  by  coal  men  Wednesday 
to  show  that  they  suffered  in  two  ways  from  this 
trouble.  Cases  of  5,000  pounds  or  more  short 
weights  were  enumerated.  The  dealer  not  only 
has  to  pay  the  coal  producers  for  this  short  weight 
but  has  to  pay  freight  on  something  he  does  not 
get. 

W.  F.  Plane,  of  Atlanta,  spoke  at  some  length 
on  the  question  of  remedying  the  troubles  faced 
by  the  coal  dealer.  He  said  this  question  of  short 
weights  had  been  taken  up  with  the  railroads  time 
and  time  again,  with  no  appreciable  result. 

Illinois  Mines  Have  Resumed. 

(Concluded  from  page  13.) 

to  discussing  state  questions  and  settling  them 
prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  joint  conference. 
If  the  miners  consent  to  the  settlement  of  state 
questions  before  the  interstate  conference  is 
called  there  will  be  no  very  grave  reason  why 
Illinois  should  not  again  be  in  the  ranks  of  the 
states  making  up  the  interstate  agreement  for 
the  central  competitive  field.  On  no  other 
basis  will  Illinois  ever  enter  another  interstate 
conference. 


Strike  in  Indiana. 

On  Tuesday  night  the  Mine  Workers  of  Indiana 
voted  to  adjourn  the  joint  convention  of  miners 
and  operators  sine  die  without  reaching  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  the  questions  under  dispute.  William 
Van  Horne,  president  of  the  Miners  of  Indiana, 
said  that  this  looked  like  a  prolonged  strike,  the 
outcome  of  which  he  expected  to  be  the  surrender 
of  the  coal  operators.  The  latter,  however,  have 
no  intention  of  giving  in,  claiming  that  their 
stand  is  warranted  and  just. 

The  principal  point  seemed  to  be  the  desire  of 
the  mine  operators  to  dock  the  miners  for  the 
production  of  dirty  coal.  The  miners  were  not 
willing  to  accept  any  such  penalty  as  this  and  it 
was  on  account  of  their  stand  that  they  decided 
to  adjourn  the  convention.  Some  other  matters 
had  not  been  agreed  to  and  added  to  the  cause 
for  dissatisfaction.  For  one  thing  the  miners  ob¬ 
jected  to  being  fined  for  indulging  in  unauthorized 
strikes  and  there  was  some  objection  about  the 
delivery  of  powder  to  the  face  of  the  coal  which 
was  objectionable  to  the  mine  workers. 

It  seems  almost  like  the  irony  of  fate  that  the 
Indiana  operators  who  were  the  principal  boosters 
of  the  cause  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  and 
most  persistent  friends  of  the  miners  in  the  dis¬ 
cussion  preliminary  to  the  interstate  convention, 
should  be  the  only  ones  today  who  are  compelled 
to  close  down  the  mines  because  the  miners  have 
taken  an  unwarranted  and  arbitrary  stand.  It 
may  be  said,  however,  that  this  result  is  not  any 
fault  of  Tom  L.  Lewis,  president  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  because  while  at  Terre 
Haute,  on  Tuesday,  he  pleaded  with  the  miners  to 
settle  their  grievances  and  resume  work.  Linder 
the  impression  that  his  wish  was  going  to  be  car¬ 
ried  out,  Mr.  Lewis  left  for  Kansas  City  to  at¬ 
tend  a  conference  of  the  southwestern  operators 
and  miners.  He  was  hardly  out  of  Terre  Haute 
before  the  miners  decided  to  disregard  his  wishes 
and  instructions  and  to  call  a  strike.  It  now 
seems  impossible  to  tell  when  the  Indiana  trouble 
will  be  ended,  although  some  of  the  operators 
seem  to  think  the  present  shut  down  a  joke  and 
that  the  mines  will  .be  opened  in  a  very  short 
while. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following 
statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  May  11,  and 
previously  during  the  year: 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top  land  Total 

Week  May  11,  1908 .  6,928  6,152  13,081 

Corresponding  week  in  1907....  20,558  13,926  34,485 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 219,254  130,880  350,135 

Corresponding  period  in  1907.  .  .371,605  280,871  652,476 

Total  for  week .  13,081 

Decrease  for  week .  21,403 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  350,135 

Decrease  to  date .  302,341 
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New  York  Trade. 

Plenty  of  Orders  Ahead  to  Take  May  An¬ 
thracite  Output — Bltuminoua 
Market  in  Bad  Shape. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  May  14. 

New  York  is  passing  through  about  the  dull¬ 
est  period  in  the  month  in  the  anthracite  trade. 
The  companies  and  dealers  were  able,  how¬ 
ever,  the  first  ten  days  of  the  month  to  take 
enough  orders  to  keep  them  busy  with  deliv¬ 
eries  until  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  when 
they  expect  an  urgent  new  demand.  Thus,  the 
full  production  of  the  prepared  sizes  is  being 
placed. 

With  the  exception  of  steam,  all  sizes  of 
anthracite  have  been  moving  freely,  and 
practically  the  full  production  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  has  been  taken  up  to  the  moment.  Dur¬ 
ing  April,  some  of  the  companies  were  so  short 
of  coal  that  they  had  to  make  inroads  on  stor¬ 
age  piles,  and  some  even  had  to  buy  outside 
coal  to  make  out  shipments.  While  there  is 
no  great  rush,  at  the  moment,  for  coal,  the 
companies  are  moving  their  production  about 
as  rapidly  as  it  is  mined.  In  some  spots,  trade 
is  quiet,  but  taking  the  situation  the  country 
over,  the  demand  has  been  very  good  consider¬ 
ing  the  stagnation  in  general  trade. 

New  England  trade  has  begun  to  quiet  down 
somewhat.  The  demand  has  slackened  there 
more  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  country, 
which  condition  it  is  believed  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  unusual  business  depres¬ 
sion  which  has  been  visited  upon  this  section. 
Receipts  of  anthracite  coal  at  Boston  for  April 
were  150,000  tons,  as  compared  with  185,000 
tons  for  April  of  last  year,  and  it  is  reasonable 
to  presume  that  shipments  to  other  sections 
of  New  England  have  been  correspondingly 
short.  The  companies  say  this  short  buying  on 
the  part  of  dealers  now  will  mean  that  there 
will  be  a  very  heavy  demand  for  coal  in  the 
early  fall.  With  practically  all  of  New  Eng¬ 
land’s  manufacturing  plants  running  on  short 
time,  and  with  the  income  of  most  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  section  very  much  curtailed, 
there  has  not  been  the  customary  buying  on 
the  part  of  householders.  As  a  consequence 
most  of  them  will  enter  the  fall  months  with 
empty  bins. 

The  lake  trade  has  not  opened  up  to  any 
extent  yet,  and  the  companies  do  not  know 
how  soon  shipments  west  will  commence  in 
earnest.  There  has  been  some  loading  at  the 
lake  ports,  but  most  of  the  cargoes  moved 
have  been  taken  by  grain  boats  which  came 
down  the  lakes  with  loads  of  grain.  Unless 
they  find  cargoes  awaiting  them  when  they  get 
back  to  the  head  of  the  lakes,  they  will  tie  up 
to  await  cargoes.  Some  coal  is  being  loaded 
at  Oswego  and  some  at  Buffalo,  but  the  total 
tonnage  loaded  to  date  is  far  short  of  that 
which  had  been  loaded  at  this  time  last  spring. 

Shipments  of  anthracite  for  April  aggregated 
5,987,221  tons,  an  increase  of  70,638  tons  over 
April,  1907,  which  was  the  largest  output  in 
that  month  up  to  that  time.  The  heavy  de¬ 
mand  for  anthracite  during  April  brought  the 
decrease  in  sales  for  the  first  four  months  of 
the  year  down  to  about  ten  per  cent,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  first  four  months  of  last  year. 
The  production  is  being  kept  up  to  the  full 
capacity  of  the  operations  this  month,  though 
some  of  the  companies  have  suspended  the  op¬ 
eration  of  their  washeries  owing  to  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  washery  steam  sizes  and  the  slack 
demand  for  them. 

There  is  very  little  sale  for  steam  sizes,  and 
most  of  the  tonnage  being  moved  is  on  con¬ 
tracts.  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  heavy  accumu¬ 
lation  of  these  sizes  by  the  companies  and  the 
individual  producers,  as  is  evidenced  by  some  low 
prices  which  are  named  in  certain  instances  to 
move  accumulations.  Pea  is  in  fairly  good  de¬ 
mand,  and  it  is  sold  very  close  around  the  cir¬ 
cular  price. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  was 
never  so  dull  as  now.  Mining  is  becoming 


more  restricted  each  week,  but  it  seems  impos¬ 
sible  to  curtail  the  production  to  the  point 
where  the  product  will  be  taken  at  fair  prices. 
Trade  is  fair  only  in  spots,  some  shippers  find¬ 
ing  a  little  improvement  in  certain  sections. 
But,  taking  the  east  generally,  there  is  unques¬ 
tionably  less  bituminous  coal  going  into  con¬ 
sumption  than  at  any  similar  period  in  years. 
Those  shippers  who  have  contracts  are  find¬ 
ing  it  impossible  to  force  upon  buyers  the 
monthly  pro  rata  of  coal  called  for  under  the 
contract,  and  the  demurrage  regulations  are 
forcing  them  to  keep  coal  away  from  the  ports. 
With  less  coal  at  the  ports  than  in  months,  it 
would  seem  that  it  would  be  possible  to 
strengthen  prices  on  spot  sales,  but  shippers 
find  it  impossible  to  advance  prices  to  the  point 
which  would  make  the  mining  of  coal  profit¬ 
able.  In  some  of  the  regions  some  of  the 
smaller  producers  are  said  to  be  producing 
coal  at  a  price  which  only  allows  for  the  actual 
cost  of  mining  and  selling.  There  is  no  sur¬ 
plus  to  pay  for  the  coal  or  for  royalties,  the 
producer  arguing  that  by  keeping  his  mine  in 
operation  he  is  giving  himself  and  his  em¬ 
ployes  employment.  He  does  not  take  into 
consideration  that  the  coal  has  a  value,  or  that 
a  surplus  should  be  provided  over  and  above 
operating  charges,  to  pay  interest  on  bonds  or 
for  royalties  on  coal.  He  argues  that  to  close 
down  his  operation  would  be  to  stop  the  in¬ 
come  of  himself  and  employees,  and  hence  he 
offers  his  coal  at  the  actual  cost  of  mining  it. 

In  sections  of  the  West  Virginia  fields,  there 
is  some  improvement  in  conditions.  Some  of 
the  companies  who  ship  by  lake  are  starting 
up  their  operations  to  get  out  a  tonnage  for 
this  trade.  Those  operators  who  do  business 
exclusively  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard  are  not 
finding  any  improvement  in  conditions.  While 
shippers  of  Pocohontas  and  New  River  coals 
are  not  known  to  have  shaded  their  contract 
prices  at  the  Roads,  it  is  believed  that  their 
sales  in  New  England  have  been  largely  aided 
by  the  very  low  vessel  rates  that  they  have 
been  able  to  obtain. 

The  far  east  ports  are  said  to  be  very  short 
of  coal,  but  buyers  at  these  points  are  buying 
very  little  coal  at  this  time.  Most  of  the  car¬ 
goes  going  to  these  ports  are  for  the  gas  and 
electric  light  companies,  the  manufacturing 
interests  taking  very  little  coal  to  speak  of. 
The  sound  trade  is  also  very  quiet.  Some  of 
the  best  informed  dealers  in  soft  coal  in  the 
New  England  trade  estimate  that  the  soft  coal 
trade  has  fallen  off  as  much  as  forty  per  cent 
as  compared  with  last  spring,  but  this  estimate 
is  very  high.  Figures  available  show  that  April 
receipts  at  most  of  the  ports  were  twenty  per 
cent  short  of  the  tonnage  of  April  last  year, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  during  March 
a  heavy  tonnage  of  bituminous  was  forced 
upon  New  England  consumers  on  last  season’s 
contracts,  causing  a  heavy  accumulation,  and 
with  the  factories  throughout  that  territory 
averaging  only  about  four  days  a  week,  it  can 
readily  be  seen  that  there  could  hardly  have 
been  any  great  demand  for  coal  in  that  terri¬ 
tory  for  last  month. 

In  New  York  harbor  trade  there  are  no  new 
features.  A  few  sales  of  spot  coal  are  re¬ 
ported  and  most  of  these  are  to  fill  out  car¬ 
goes  for  such  shippers  as  may  be  loading  boats 
for  tidewater  movement.  A  scarcity  of  slack 
will  result  from  the  curtailment  in  mining, 
and  the  demand  for  this  coal  is  urgent.  It  is 
quoted  at  70  to  85  cents  at  the  mines.  Receipts 
of  coal  at  the  New  York  harbor  ports  continue 
very  light,  but  occasionally  a  lot  reaches  the 
demurrage  stage,  and  the  shipper  names  in 
most  instances  a  low  price  to  move  it.  For 
fair  grades  of  steam  coal,  $2.50  to  $2.60  is  about 
the  prevailing  price,  with  some  lots  of  demur¬ 
rage  coal  offered  occasionally  as  low  as  $2.35. 
Georges  Creek  and  other  high  grade  coals  sell 
around  $3.00  and  $3.25 

So  dull  has  the  vessel  situation  become  that 
some  owners  ire  preferring  to  tie  up  their 
boats  to  chartering  them  at  present  rates. 
Form  Philadelphia,  charters  have  been  made 
this  week  at  55  cents  to  Boston,  with  a  like 
rate  prevailing  from  the  lower  ports.  To 
most  of  the  ports,  prices  are  the  same  as  last 
quoted,  with  a  concession  made  in  some  in¬ 
stances  to  secure  prompt  cargoes. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  May  14. — ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— While  there  has  heen  some  falling  off  in  the 
demand  for  anthracite  with  the  beginning  of  the 
new  month,  there  has  by  this  been  given  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  producers  to  get  rid  of  some  of  the  car¬ 
ried  over  April  trade.  Thus  between  the  new 
business  of  May  and  the  April  accumulation,  sales 
agents  are  being  kept  reasonably  busy.  For  all, 
there  is  no  pressure  of  trade,  nor  is  any  antici¬ 
pated  by  the  wiser  ones. 

Rail  business  counts  more  than  evef  before  at 
this  season,  for  lake  traffic  is  practically  at  a 
standstill.  Lake  tonnage  is  a  drug  on  the  mar¬ 
ket,  the  business  being  represented  by  only  a  few 
scattering  charters,  which  mean  little,  for  they 
are  principally  of  small  carriers.  Not  a  large  coal 
cargo  has  so  far  cleared  from  this  port  this  sea¬ 
son.  Nearly  all  boats  taken  are  by  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western.-  The  Lehigh  has  only 
chartered  three  or  four  boats  and  the  Erie  has  so 
far  done  nothing.  There  is  plenty  of  coal,  but 
apparently  no  demand,  and  everybody  seems  to 
have  settled  down  into  a  general  condition  of 
apathy  with  little  encouragement  or  care  for  the 
future. 

None  of  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Company’s  boats 
has  yet  started  except  some  of  the  steel  rail  car¬ 
riers.  'There  is  no  need  for  ore  and  when  the 
company’s  own  boats  are  tied  up  there  is  not  much 
encouragement  for  the  independent  carriers. 

All  grades  of  coal  are  now  in  full  supply,  even 
the  demand  for  pear  and  chestnut  having  fallen 
off  to  such  an  extent  that  agents  are  able  to  meet 
about  all  the  demand  made  upqn  them. 

The  Bituminous  Market. 

No  change  is  noticeable  in  the  bituminous  mar¬ 
ket,  the  demand  being  practically  nothing.  Some 
sales  have  been  forced  at  a  figure  which  cuts 
profits  to  the  minimum,  if  it  does  not  eliminate 
them  from  the  calculation.  Reports  of  additional 
mine  operators  shutting  down  their  works,  for  an 
indefinite  period,  are  being  received  daily. 

The  Allegheny  Valley  Operators’  Association 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  and  election  of  of¬ 
ficers  this  week  in  the  Seventh  Avenue  Hotel, 
Pittsburgh.  A  banquet  follows.  Buffalo  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley  interests  will  he  looked  after  by 
John  P.  Williams,  who  will  represent  the  Oak 
Ridge  Mining  Company  and  the  Upperhillville 
Coal  Mining  Company;  W.  D.  Ward,  representing 
the  Eagle  Coal  Mining  Company  and  E.  C.  Rob¬ 
erts,  who  will  go  as  the  representative  of  the 
Hedstrom  Coal  Mining  Company  and  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Company. 


Kokoal’s  Koruskation. 

Charles  E.  Kinne,  western  New  York  skout. 
Order  of  Kokoals,  has  appointed  a  portion  of  the 
local  committees  for  the  koruskation  to  be  held 
here  July  10  to  12  inclusive,  when  it  is  expected 
that  a  very  large  gathering  of  coal  men  and  their 
wives,  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  will  be  in 
Buffalo  for  the  three  days.  A  telegram  from  A. 
A.  White,  of  Boston,  announces  that  from  New 
England  there  will  be  over  100  members  of  the 
order  and  Herman  I.  Dunker,  of  Milwaukee,  ad¬ 
vises  that  the  Wisconsin  district  will  probably  join 
that  of  Chicago  and  come  down  on  a  special  train, 
which  means  that  fully  500  persons  will  come 
from  the  west.  Folowing  are  the  committees  so 
far  appointed  by  Mr.  Kinne: 

Arrangements — D.  L.  Tuttle,  J.  R.  Brady,  F.  M. 
Davis,  F.  J.  Durdan. 

Application — F.  J.  Durdan,  H.  J.  Huntsinger, 
S.  W.  Stickney. 

Banquet — H.  J.  Huntsinger,  G.  Barnett,  H.  M. 
Albee. 

Entertainment — E.  P.  Aspinwall,  Jack  Harris, 
R.  Price,  G.  F.  Lane,  D.  L.  Tuttle. 


J.  B.  Cavanaugh,  president  of  the  Western 
Coal  &  Dock  Company,  of  Chicago,  was  in  town 
during  the  week. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines 
east  of  Pittsburgh  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended 
May  2,  compares  with  the  corresponding  week 
(in  tons),  last  year,  as  follows: 

1908  1907  Decrease 

Week  ended  May  2 .  796,364  1.172,513  376,149 

Year  Tan.  1-May  2 . 15,011,387  .19:39,7,837  4,386,450 
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Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  Hass.,  May  14. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  a  lull  in  the  wholesale  demand 
for  anthracite  this  week,  though  the  companies 
are  sending  a  heavy  tonnage  forward,  and  will 
probably  continue  doing  so  for  some  weeks 
yet.  Toward  the  end  of  the  month  it  is  an¬ 
ticipated  that  there  will  be  a  rush  of  orders 
from  dealers  who  want  to  get  in  more  coal  be¬ 
fore  the  June  advance  goes  into  effect. 

It  is  noted  that  consumers  are  not  buying 
coal  just  now  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  reduction.  That  is,  they  are 
not  buying  as  heavily  as  in  other  seasons, 
which  is  taken  to  mean  that  they  are  not  in 
such  financial  shape  as  will  permit  them  to 
carry  a  large  amount  of  coal  in  their  cellars 
throughout  the  summer  months.  With  most 
workmen  throughout  New  England  on  short 
time  or  reduced  pay,  and  with  thousands  of 
people  who  have  incomes,  which  have  been 
reduced  by  the  depression  in  business,  the  re¬ 
tail  coal  trade  is  being  affected  to  some  extent. 
Receipts  of  hard  coal  at  Boston  for  April 
were  150,276  tons,  as  compared  with  185,621 
tons  for  April,  1907.  Receipts  for  four  months 
ending  April  30  this  year  were  540,180  tons, 
as  compared  with  662,197  tons  for  the  same 
months  last  year. 

But  little  new  business  is  being  closed  by 
the  bituminous  dealers;  in  fact,  the  situation 
is  about  as  bad  as  the  trade  thinks  it  can  be; 
and  no  one  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  will  be 
much  improvement  until  after  summer  wanes. 
Everybody  was  expecting  a  revival  of  trade 
this  spring  and  now  that  it  has  not  shown  up 
they  are  predicting  that  the  revival  will  come 
at  the  commencement  of  the  fall  season,  or 
immediately  after  the  nominations.  Manufac¬ 
turers  are  buying  but  little  coal,  and  some  of 
the  best  informed  men  in  this  section  are  hold¬ 
ing  that  the  manufacturing  plants  are  not 
averaging  'more  than  four  days  a  week,  and 
that  the  use  of  coal  has  been  reduced  fully 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent.  Prices  are 
about  as  last  quoted,  good  steam  coals  selling 
f.  o.  b.  Mystic  wharf  from  $2.9(T  up.  Well 
known  grades  command  $3.25  and  $3.35,  while 
the  southern  coals  sell  at  the  contract  prices 
at  the  Roads,  subject  to  a  very  cheap  freight 
rate,  which  gives  them  the  preference  in  the 
New  England  markets  over  the  Pennsylvania 
coals.  All-rail  coal  sells  at  $1  up  at  the  mines. 
This  line  of  business  is  very  quiet.  During 
April,  214,936  tons  of  bituminous  coal  were 
received  at  Boston,  as  compared  with  260,055 
tons  for  April,  1907.  For  the  first  four  months 
of  this  year,  the  receipts  were  1,038,936  tons, 
as  compared  with  913,119  tons  for  the  same 
period  last  year.  Receipts  of  Provincial  coal 
for  April  were  33,100  tons,  as  compared  with 
57,406  tons  for  same  month  last  year. 

The  vessel  market  shows  no  improvement, 
charters  being  made,  if  anything,  5  cents 
lower  than  last  week's  quotations.  Large  ves¬ 
sels  can  be  secured  as  low  as  55  cents  from 
Philadelphia  and  the  Roads,  with  Baltimore 
quoting  at  60  to  65  cents. 


News  Briefs. 

The  town  of  Brookline  is  advertising  for 
proposals  for  coal,  bids  to  be  opened  May  18. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Company,  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  has  been  incorporated.  Capital,  $10,000. 
Directors  are  James  C.  Ginn,  John  A.  Emery, 
Jr.,  and  Charles  T.  Guild. 

It  is  learned  that  the  officers  of  the  New 
England  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  are 
planning  to  have  an  excursion  at  an  early  day. 
Just  what  the  plans  are  has  not  been  an¬ 
nounced,  but  it  is  believed  that  a  trip  to  the 
mines  is  being  contemplated,  with  stopovers 
at  other  points  of  interest.  Last  May,  the  New 
England  dealers  had  an  outing  at  Atlantic 
City. 

President  Mellen  of  the  New  Haven  Rail¬ 
road  said  yesterday,  when  asked  as  to  business 
conditions  in  New  England:  “During  the  past 
fortnight  or  so,  the  volume  of  traffic  over  our 
lines  has  shown  considerable  improvement,  but 
this  is  due,  perhaps,  to  the  fact  that  business 
always  picks  up  at  this  time  of  year.  April 


earnings  will  show  an  improvement  over 
March;  that  is,  the  decrease  will  not  be  so 
large.  The  number  of  idle  cars  is  smaller 
than  a  month  ago.  There  is  no  truth  in  the 
report  that  the  New  Haven  is  negotiating  for 
the  acquisition  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 
The  New  Haven  has  not  and  is  not  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  acquire  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio.  I  un¬ 
derstand  negotiations  are  being  made,  but  I 
cannot  say  by  whom,  as  the  parties  are  not 
identified  with  the  New  Haven.” 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  May  14. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  are  three  distinct  features  to 
the  bituminous  trade  here  at  present — one  be¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  tidewater  shipments  have 
been  and  are  increasing  steadily;  another  be¬ 
ing  that  long-term  contractors  are  still  hold¬ 
ing  off  and  caring  only  for  near  necessities, 
and  still  another  being  the  fact  that  line  busi¬ 
ness,  with  the  possible  exception  of  slack, 
which  is  showing  considerable  activity  in  some 
quarters,  is  extremely  flat. 

It  will  probably  surprise  many  to  learn  that 
in  the  face  of  the  flat  market  the  shipments 
over  the  piers  here  were  well  up  to  the  stand¬ 
ard  set  by  last  spring,  which  was  an  unusual¬ 
ly  busy  season.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Cur¬ 
tis  Bay  piers,  the  most  extensive  here,  handled 
15,000  tons  more  the  month  just  past  than  in 
April  of  1907.  But  while  a  good  many  ship¬ 
pers  are  finding  relief  in  the  tidewater  situa¬ 
tion,  it  is  pretty  hard  work  to  get  any  satis¬ 
faction  out  of  line  conditions.  It  takes  tall 
hustling  these  days  to  make  ends  meet  in  that 
direction. 

Some  improvement  is  noted  as  to  the  sit¬ 
uation  at  the  mines,  but  they  could  be  much 
better  in  every  way.  Coal  in  many  cases  is 
selling  about  at  production  cost.  Good  fuel, 
down  in  some  cases  as  low  as  75  cents,  is 
shaving  it  pretty  close.  In  spite  of  this  there 
have  been  signs  of  increasing  activity  that 
have  proved  encouraging  during  the  week. 
Rather  unexpectedly  what  are  known  as  the 
independents  are  showing  up  pretty  well  in 
production.  Some  of  these  are  producing  from 
half  to  three-quarters,  which  is  a  better  show¬ 
ing  than  some  of  the  very  big  fellows. 

Much  talk  is  going  the  rounds  of  big  de¬ 
velopments  in  the  near  future  concerning  the 
coal  piers  here.  It  has  been  known  for  some 
time  that  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  piers  at 
Canton  w.ere  inadequate  to  the  growing  de¬ 
mand,  and  it  has  been  whispered  that  they 
have  been  looking  for  a  site.  Now  it  is  said 
that  the  Pennsylvania  has  made  a  proposi¬ 
tion  to  the  receiver  of  the  Western  Maryland 
railroad  for  control  of  the  big  piers  and  ter¬ 
minals  of  that  road  at  Port  Covington,  in  the 
southern  section  of  the  city.  If  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  could  get  this  control  either  by  lease  or 
purchase  it  would  make  it  a  greatly  increased 
factor  in  the  coal  trade  here. 

New  Piers  for  B.  &  O. 

It  is  said  that  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  has  drawn  plans  for  the  greatest  coal 
pier  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  to  be  built  adjoin¬ 
ing  its  present  piers  at  Curtis  Bay,  near  here. 
The  present  piers  have  been  found  inadequate 
to  meet  the  constantly  growing  demand  on 
them.  Vessels  often  have  to  lose  several  days 
before  they  can  be  given  docking  room.  No 
official  announcements  have  been  made  on  any 
of  the  new  pier  projects  as  yet,  but  they  are 
the  talk  of  the  trade.  , 

Charter  rates  here  continue  extremely  low. 
The  low  freight  south  can  b,e  judged  fropi  the 
lost  charter,  that  to  Port  Tampa,  which  was 
made  at  85  cents.  A  New  London  charter 
made  several  days  ago  was  at  55  cents,  and 
other  New  England  charters  are  at  corre¬ 
spondingly  low  figures. 


Notes  of  the  Field. 

Bushrod  M.  Watts,  a  leading  figure  in  the 
hard  coal  world  here,  has  been  named  by 
Mayor  Mahool  as  a  commissioner  for  opening 
streets,  an  important  political  post. 


A  warrant  has  been  sworn  out  here  for  Hi¬ 
ram  Y.  Snyder,  cashier  of  the  Western  Mary¬ 
land  railroad  coal  and  freight  piers  .at  Port  Cov¬ 
ington,  charging  him  with  embezzling  nearly 
$3,000.  The  police  have  so  far  failed  to  find 
Snyder,  who  is  well  known  to  coal  men  here. 

Representative  John  Gill  has  introduced  a 
resolution  in  congress  in  behalf  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants’  Coal  Company  of  Baltimore,  asking  an 
explanation  as  to  why  a  contract  for  360,000 
tons  of  semi-bituminous  for  the  Panama  Rail¬ 
road  Company  was  awarded  to  bidders  higher 
than  the  Merchants’. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  14. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  trade  is  not  feeling 
the  activity  at  the  moment  that  they  would 
like,  though  the  demand  for  the  prepared  sizes 
has  kept  them  very  busy  up  to  now,  and  with 
the  end  of  the  month  rush  to  get  coal  at  the 
May  price  they  will  have  plenty  of  business 
to  take  them  over  into  the  new  month.  The 
steam  sizes  are  inactive,  and  prices  are  being 
slashed  by  individual  producers  on  all  steam 
sizes.  Some  of  the  companies  are  closing 
down  their  washeries  on  account  of  the  slack 
demand  for  washery  coal. 

The  bituminous  trade  is  about  as  last  re¬ 
ported.  In  some  of  the  regions  some  produc¬ 
ers  claim  to  be  working  on  better  time,  while 
in  others  production  has  become  more  re¬ 
stricted.  There  is  plenty  of  coal  coming  for¬ 
ward  to  fill  all  needs,  and  as  a  consequence 
there  is  no  improvement  in  price,  and  some 
operators  are  barely  getting  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction  out  of  their  coal,  leaving  nothing  to 
pay  for  fixed  charges  or  royalties.  Contract¬ 
ing  season  is  considered  over,  though  there 
are  quite  a  few  concerns  here  and  there  who 
have  not  yet  tied  themselves  up  by  contracts, 
preferring  to  buy  in  the  market  as  their  needs 
materialize. 

Trade  Notes. 

The  Kokoals,  pleased  with  the  success  of 
their  former  smoker  and  vaudeville  entertain¬ 
ment,  are  going  to  give  another,  the  event  to 
take  place  at  Columbia  Club  Hall,  Broad  and 
Oxford  streets,  on  next  Thursday  evening, 
May  21,  at  8  p  m.  George  W.  Edmonds,  M.  J. 
McCusker  and  W.  L.  Scott  are  the  commit¬ 
tee  who  have  the  affair  in  hand,  and  they  are 
planning  to  have  an  attendance  of  at  least 
300. 

At  Harrisburg  on  Wednesday  a  verdict  for 
$34,815  against  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  was 
rendered  in  favor  of  the  Cox  Coal  Company 
of  that  city.  The  suit  was  brought  for  dam¬ 
ages  for  violation  of  contract  in  failing  to 
build  sidings  for  the  coal  companies’  opera¬ 
tions  in  Clearfield  county.  Under  the  Elkins 
law  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  three  times 
the  amount  of  the  finding,  so  that  the  sum  due 
to  the  coal  company  is  $104,444.  They  sued 
for  $300,000. 

Bids  to  supply  26,000  tons  of  coal  for  the 
use  of  the  twelve  school  districts  were  opened 
last  week  by  A.  F.  Hammond,  superintendent 
of  supplies  for  the  board  of  education.  Prices 
ranged  from  $3.44,  bid  by  Henderson  &  Co.  for 
the  pea  size,  to  $3.56,  bid  by  the  same  firm. 
For  the  egg  size  prices  ranged  from  $5.44,  bid 
by  M.  Jennings  &  Son,  to  $6.15,  bid  by  the 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company.  This  was  the 
maximum  bid  on  the  stove  and  nut  sizes  as 
well,  the  lowest  bids  on  these  sizes  being 
$5.64,  submitted  by  M.  Jennings  &  Sons,  and 
$5.30,  submitted  by  W.  C.  Kirk  &  Co.,  re¬ 
spectively. 

Counter  charges  are  expected  to  be  filed  in 
the  $1,750,000  suit  brought  by  Adolph  Plue- 
mer  against  Edward  J.  Berwind  of  the  Ber- 
wind-White  Coal  Company.  The  plaintiff  al¬ 
leges  that  Mr.  Berwind  agreed  to  buy  coal 
properties  of  Pluemer  in  West  Virginia.  After 
investigation  the  company  refused  to  accept 
the  land  on  the  ground  that  the  mines  would 
not  produce  the  amount  of  coal  desired.  The 
case  was  set  for  May  21. 
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Eastern  Developments. 


Terse  Paragraphs  Epitomize  the  Coal 
Trade  Activities  East  of 
the  Alleghenies. 


The  New  York  offices  of  Knight,  McFadden 
&  Co.  have  been  moved  to  No.  90  West  street. 

Hatfield  &  Hilles  have  removed  their  offices 
from  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  to  suite 
273  and  275  on  the  11th  floor. 

J.  G.  Case  of  the  sales  forces  of  Whitney 
&  Kemmerer,  New  York,  was  away  this  week 
on  a  trip  up  New  York  state. 

W.  E.  McCurdea,  of  the  Garfield  &  Proctor 
Coal  Company,  Boston,  was  a  visitor  to  the 
New  York  coal  trade  this  week. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  rail¬ 
road  is  said  to  be  in  the  market  for  three 
hundred  40-ton  steel  hopper  coal  cars. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Company  has  completed  its  mammoth  3,000- 
foot  mining  tunnel  near  Shenandoah. 

On  May  23,  bids  will  be  opened  for  3,000 
tons  of  anthracite  and  5,000  tons  of  bituminous 
to  be  furnished  to  the  Immigrant  Station, 
Ellis  Island,  New  York  harbor. 

Rudolph  Rymer,  the  well  known  retail  coal 
dealer  of  East  New  York,  L.  I.,  will  be  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  Democratic  convention  which  meets  in 
Denver  in  the  summer,  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency. 

Owing  to  the  large  supply  and  the  slack  de¬ 
mand  for  washery  coal,  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Company  suspended  its  washery  opera¬ 
tion  on  Monday,  for  an  indefinite  period.  The 
washeries  have  been  worked  on  pretty  full 
time  up  to  now. 

At  the  Department  of  Water  Supply,  Park 
Row  building,  New  York,  on  Friday,  May  15, 
bids  will  be  read  for  the  furnishing  of  17,000 
tons  of  broken  anthracite  coal  for  the  water 
supply  department  for  the  Boroughs  of  Man¬ 
hattan  and  the  Bronx. 

The  anthracite  miners’  wages  for  May  are 
based  on  an  average  price  of  prepared  coal, 
New  York  harbor,  for  April,  which  was  $4.44 
per  ton.  Last  year  the  average  price  was  $4.43. 
Wages  will  consequently  be  on  the  same  basis 
for  this  month  as  last  year. 

The  Brooklyn  Union  Coal  Company,  Mor¬ 
gan  avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  declared  its 
regular  semi-annual  dividend  of  5  per  cent, 
payable  on  June  1.  This  is  the  eighth  dividend 
of  the  company  which  has  been  doing  busi¬ 
ness  since  February,  1904. 

Some  changes  are  being  made  in  the  buying 
of  coal  for  some  of  New  York’s  skyscrapers 
this  season.  A  firm  heretofore  not  believed 
to  have  sold  very  heavily  to  this  trade,  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  succeeded  in  closing  contracts 
for  some  of  the  large  buildings,  which  will 
mean  a  large  annual  tonnage. 

Ex-Congressman  James  Kerr  of  Clearfield, 
who  is  vice-president  of  the  Pennsylvania, 
Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Company,  is 
heading  the  Bryan  movement  in  Pennsylvania 
and  expects  to  have  forty-two  Bryan  dele¬ 
gates  at  the  Denver  convention.  Mr.  Kerr  is 
a  candidate  for  national  committeeman  and 
his  election  seems  assured. 

Seven  miners  were  instantly  killed  and  more 
than  a  dozen  injured  in  an  explosion  in  the  Mount 
Lookout  colliery  of  the  Temple  Iron  Company, 
at  Wyoming,  Pa.,  Tuesday  afternoon.  The  ex¬ 
plosion  occurred  600  feet  under  ground  and  1,800 
feet  from  the  shaft  where  the  miners  make  their 
exit.  A  miner  let  a  small  “gas  feeder”  burn  in 
a  gangway  all  Monday  night',  which  set  fire  to  the 
timbers  and  coal. 

Morgan  R.  Morgans,  general  inside  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal 
Company’s  operations,  was  stricken  blind  last 
Friday  while  crossing  the  street  at  Wilkes¬ 
barre.  This  week,  Mr.  Morgans  is  reported 
as  being  much  better,  and  it  will  be  pleasing 
news  to  his  many  friends  to  learn  that  he  has 
recovered  his  sight.  Mr.  Morgans  has  been 
in  the  employment  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes¬ 


barre  Company  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  most  able  mine  superintendents 
in  the  anthracite  regions. 

The  general  offices  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company  are  now  at  No. 
165  Broadway,  New  York,  in  the  new  City  In¬ 
vestment  building.  The  Guggenheim  interests 
now  occupy  the  entire  seventeenth  floor  of  this 
modern  building.  C.  M.  Barnett,  the  new  presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  will  arrive 
from  Norfolk  this  week  to  take  up  his  new 
duties. 

A.  W.  Hillebrand,  president  of  the  A.  W. 
Hillebrand  Company,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  has  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Hasting  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
at  Cherry  Tree,  Pa.,  of  which  company  he  is 
also  president.  Mr.  Hillebrand  reports  that  he 
found  business  very  quiet  all  through  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  that  coal  operators  are  working 
on  very  short  time,  and  that  many  of  them 
are  selling  their  coal  for  the  absolute  cost  of 
mining  it,  just  to  keep  their  operations  in 
working  shape.  Mr.  Hillebrand,  on  his  return, 
made  the  trip  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York 
in  his  new  automobile. 

The  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  E.  G.  Lind,  No.  1  Broadway, 
New  York,  is  representative,  procured  the 
contract  for  furnishing  the  navy  with  20,000 
tons  of  coal,  delivery  to  be  made  at  New  Zea¬ 
land.  The  contract  was  let  on  a  “c.  i.  f.”  bid, 
which  means  the  bidder  lays  the  coal  down  at 
Auckland  at  the  contract  price.  This  coal  will 
come  from  the  operations  of  the  company  on 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  will  be  loaded  at 
Newport  News.  Bids  on  another  30,000  tons 
for  the  navy  were  opened  at  Washington  on 
Monday,  but  the  award  has  not  yet  been  an¬ 
nounced.  Bids  on  this  lot  were  invited  on 
both  the  f.  o.  b.  and  “c.  i.  f.”  basis. 

E.  H.  Gay  &  Co.,  the  New  York  bankers, 
in  a  bulletin  recently  issued,  descriptive  of  the 
Pittsburgh,  Binghamton  &  Eastern  railroad, 
say:  “This  road  will  run  from  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  to  Clearfield,  Pa.,  a  distance  of  233 
miles,  which,  with  70  miles  of  additional  track 
to  connect  with  coal  fields  adjacent  to  the  line 
will  aggregate  upwards  of  300  miles  of  rail¬ 
way.  The  central  portion  of  the  road,  between 
Canton  and  Towanda,  Pa.,  is  already  practi¬ 
cally  completed,  and  the  construction  about 
to  be  undertaken  is  from  Canton  to  Oregon 
Hill,  where  is  located  mines  containing  36,000,- 
000  tons  of  coal  exclusively  available  to  the 
Pennsylvania,  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  rail¬ 
road.” 

Chief  Examiner  George  M.  Brown,  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  with  a  corps 
of  assistants,  has  been  in  Clearfield  taking  tes¬ 
timony  in  certain  cases  brought  against  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  for  discrimination  in  the 
supply  of  coal  cars  furnished  to  certain  coal 
companies  along  its  line.  One  of  the  first 
cases  taken  up  was  the  complaint  of  The 
Hillsdale  Coal  Company,  which  charges  dis¬ 
crimination  in  favor  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  The  Beulah  Coal  Company  also  had  a 
complaint  heard,  this  company  charging  that 
the  road  had  been  discriminating  in  favor  of 
the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Company. 
The  estimony  taken  at  these  hearings  will  be 
argued  later  at  Washington  before  the  com¬ 
mission.  The  operators  in  several  instances, 
ask  for  damages  for  fixed  amounts. 

Samuel  Rea,  vice-president  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad,  who  was  interviewed  early  in 
the  week,  said:  “Business  conditions  at  pres¬ 
ent  and  those  immediately  in  sight  do  not 
warrant  Wall  Street’s  excessive  optimism  at 
this  time.  With  the  railroads  reporting  on 
April  29  surplus  idle  cars  to  the  number  of 
413,000,  it  is  needless  to  comment  on  the 
paralysis  of  business.  Many  of  the  railroads, 
and  I  include  the  Pennsylvania,  will  be  in  a 
position  for  some  months  to  come  to  ‘live  off 
their  fat.’  The  great  success  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  bond  sale  has  done  much  to  create  a 
hopeful,  courageous  sentiment.”  In  reference 
to  rate  increases  Mr.  Rea  said:  “Washington 
says  we  must  not  reduce  wages  and  the  ship¬ 


per  says  we  must  not  advance  rates.  One 
course  or  the  other  in  many  instances  must  be 
adopted.” 

The  Enfield  Power  Company  has  been 
formed  in  Connecticut  to  build  a  power  plant 
on  the  Connecticut  river,  and  to  aid  the  United 
States  government  in  opening  the  river  for 
navigation  between  Hartford  and  Holyoke.  In 
return  for  permission  from  the  government  to 
use  the  water  power  to  generate  electricity,  the 
company  proposes  to  dredge  a  canal  from 
Windsor  Locks  to  Hartford,  through  which 
boats  can  pass  up  and  down  the  river.  The 
scheme  is  that  of  two  brothers,  Alexander 
Clogher,  a  young  New  \ork  engineer,  and 
Ambrose  Clogher,  a  Pittsfield  lawyer.  Trans¬ 
portation  men  interview  do  not  believe  that 
navigation  on  the  Connecticut  river  above  Hart¬ 
ford  is  practical.  ,  They  say  that  numerous 
railroad  bridges  would  have  to  be  removed  and 
draw  bridges  substituted,  and  that  an  enor¬ 
mous  sum  of  money  would  be  required  for  this 
work,  exclusive  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
money  that  would  be  needed  to  dredge  the 
river  to  a  depth  which  would  make  it  naviga¬ 
ble  for  the  average  freight  craft. 

At  Scranton  last  Friday  night,  all  the  super¬ 
intendents  and  foremen  of  the  coal  mining- 
department  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Company  were  tendered  a  banquet, 
the  third  one  of  its  kind,  the  affair  being  gotten 
up  by  the  department  of  mining,  of  which 
Col.  R.  A.  Phillips  is  head.  In  point  of  elab¬ 
orateness  and  enjoyment,  the  affair  over¬ 
shadowed  the  two  former  annual  dinners. 
There  were  more  than  250  guests,  and  among 
those  from  other  points  than  in  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna’s  mining  fields,  were  J.  F.  Birmingham, 
secretary  to  Vice-president  E.  E.  Loomis;  J. 
N.  Shaw,  secretary  to  President  W.  H.  Trues- 
dale;  J.  H.  Abbott,  tidewater  sales  agent,  New 
York;  G.  A.  McEathnon,  sales  agent,  Syracuse; 
J.  J.  Towne,  sales  agent,  Utica;  and  others. 
Dan  R.  Reesen,  counsel  for  the  Lackawanna, 
presided.  Among  the  speakers  were  Col. 
Phillips,  J.  N.  Shaw,  J.  F.  Birmingham,  J.  H. 
Abbott,  H.  J.  Davis,  M.  B.  Casey,  Superin¬ 
tendent  Shepherd,  and  G.  A.  McEathnon. 
Numerous  musical  numbers  were  rendered,  the 
Lackawanna  Male  Voice  club  of  six,  singing  a 
number  of  selections. 


Commission  Makes  Reply. 

Last  week  Senator  Foraker,  of  Ohio,  intro¬ 
duced  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  to  inquire  whether  the 
railroads  are  complying  with  the  commodity 
clause  of  the  Hepburn  amendment  and  whether 
any  contract  contrary  to  the  law  exists  be¬ 
tween  the  government  and  the  carriers. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  re¬ 
ports  that  it  has  no  official  knowledge  whether 
railroads  have  complied  with  the  commodity 
clause  of  the  rate  law,  but  hears  from  common 
report  that  they  have  not  done  so  except  in  a 
few  instances.  The  commission  has  no  means 
of  ascertaining  the  facts  without  a  special  in¬ 
vestigation  which  it  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
undertake. 

The  commission  has  no  knowledge  or  infor¬ 
mation  whatever  of  any  agreement,  arrange¬ 
ment  or  understanding  between  railroad  com¬ 
panies  and  the  authorities  whereby  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  to  have  immunity  from  punishment 
for  violations  of  the  provision. 

The  receiver  of  the  Western  Maryland  rail¬ 
road  has  been  communicated  with  and  has  re¬ 
plied  that  he  is  not  complying  with  the  pro¬ 
vision  and  will  give  his  reasons  later. 

The  reason  the  commission  recommended 
nostponement  of  the  operation  of  the  law  was 
because  its  expert,  Wm.  A.  Glasgow,  Jr.,  of 
Philadelphia,  brought  to  its  attention  the  hard¬ 
ships  which  would  result  to  railroads  generally 
if  the  law  was  enforced  on  the  1st  of  May,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  financial  depression  which  had 
prevailed  and  created  conditions  not  antici¬ 
pated. 

The  commission  still  believe  that  it  is  in  the 
public  interest  as  well  as  a  matter  of  fairness  to 
the  parties  concerned  to  suspend  the  penalties 
for  a  sufficient  time  to  test  in  the  courts  the 
validity  of  the  enactment. 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions.  Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


The  Compensation  of  Directors. — 
Directors  of  a  private  corporation, 
while  performing  the  duties  pertaining 
to  their  office,  as  defined  by  the  charter, 
by-laws  or  custom,  the  appellate  court 
of  Indiana  says  (Green  vs.  Felton,  84 
Northeastern  Reporter  166),  are  not 
entitled  to  any  salary  or  other  compen¬ 
sation  in  the  absence  of  an  express 
promise  or  agreement  for  compensa¬ 
tion.  The  regulation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  company  and  the  salaries  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  is  a  proper  subject  of  by-laws, 
within  the  power  of  stockholders. 
Such  corporation  may  enter  into  an 
express  contract  to  pay  a  salary  or  other 
compensation  to  its  directors.  Such 
salary  must  be  fixed  without  fraud, 
and  by  the  proper  authority.  The 
directors  cannot  fix  their  own  salaries, 
unless  expressly  authorized  by  the 
charter  or  by  the  stockholders  to  do  so. 
It  follows  that  they  may  fix  their  own 
salaries,  if  authorized  so  to  do  by  the 
stockholders.  If  the  stockholders  may 
fix  the  salary  of  its  directors  by  by-law, 
the'n  they  may  delegate  that  authority 
to  the  directors  themselves.  The  courts 
have  no  visitorial  power  to  determine 
whether  the  by-laws  of  a  voluntary 
association  are  reasonable  or  unreason¬ 
able.  The  only  question  which  it  can 
examine  is  whether  they  have  been 
adopted  by  the  rule  which  has  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  members  of  the 
association.  The  adoption  or  affirm¬ 
ance  of  any  contract,  agreement,  or 
allowance  made  by  the  directors  or  a 
majority  of  the  stockholders  must  not 
be  brought  about  by  unfair  means,  and 
must  not  be  illegal  or  fraudulent  or 
oppressive  toward  minority  stockhold¬ 
ers.  Where  the  directors  or  officers 
of  a  corporation  appropriate  the  income 
of  the  corporation  to  the  payment  of 
salaries,  thus  depriving  the  stockholders 
of  reasonable  dividends  and  perhaps  re¬ 
ducing  the  corporation  to  insolvency, 
such  action  would  be  a  fraud  upon  the 
minority  stockholders  and  a  court  of 
equity  would  have  the  right  to  inter¬ 
fere.  It  has  been  held  that  whenever 
the  salary  of  a  president  or  any  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  for  personal 
services  in  the  general  management  of 
the  business  of  the  company  is  fixed 
by  the  directors  such  action  is  not  final 
as  against  any  dissentient  stockholder 
promptly  applying  for  relief.  Such  con¬ 
tracts  are  held  to  be  voidable.  But  to 
give  the  court  authority  to  set  aside 
the  action  of  majority  stockholders  or 
board  of  directors,  legally  acting  under 
the  rules  of  the  company,  legally 
adopted,  there  must  appear  injustice  or 
oppression,  or  circumstances  amounting 
to  fraud. 


The  Reformation  of  Written  Instru¬ 
ments  for  Mistakes. — While  a  court  of 
equity  will  reform  a  written  instrument 
when  by  a  mistake  at  does  not  contain 
the  true  agreement  of  the  parties,  yet 
the  supreme  court  of  Florida  says 
(Horne  vs.  J.  C.  Turner  Cypress  Lum¬ 


ber  Co.,  45  Southern  Reporter  1016), 
that  it  will  only  do  so  when  the  mis¬ 
take  is  plain  and  the  proof^  full  and 
satisfactory.  The  writing  should  be  de¬ 
nied  to  be  the  sole  expositor  of  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  until  the  con¬ 
trary  is  established  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt.  In  order  to  warrant  a  court 
of  equity  in  decreeing  the  reformation 
of  a  written  instrument  for  a  mistake,1 
it  must  be  alleged  and  proved  that  the 
reform  sought  is  according  to  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  both  parties  at  the  time  the 
instrument  was  written  and  the  mis¬ 
take  made.  When  an  instrument  is 
written  as  one  party  understands  it, 
and  not  as  the  other  party  understands 
it,  there  is  no  ground  for  reformation, 
since  a  reformation  cannot  make  a  new 
contract  which  the  parties  never  mutu¬ 
ally  agreed  to  make.  In  a  bill  to  re¬ 
form  a  written  instrument,  the  com¬ 
plainant  should  set  forth  the  terms  of 
the  alleged  real  agreement  and  also  the 
instrument  as  reduced  to  writing,  and 
point  out  distinctly  and  clearly  wherein 
there  was  a  mistake  and  in  what  it 
consisted.  A  cotirt  of  equity  does  not 
rectify  contracts,  but  only  the  written 
instruments  purporting  to,  but  not  in 
fact  evidencing  the  terms  of  contracts. 


Power  of  a  Partner  to  Issue  Nego¬ 
tiable  Instruments. — Members  of  trading 
copartnerships  have  implied  authority 
to  pledge  the  credit  of  the  firm  by  the 
issue  of  negotiable  instruments  in  fur¬ 
therance  of  the  copartnership  business. 
But  such  authority,  the  supreme  court 
of  Minnesota  says  (First  National 
Bank  of  Browerville  vs.  Stadden,  115 
Northwestern  Reporter  198),  is  only 
an  inference  or  presumption  arising 
from  the  relationship  of  the  parties 
and  is  not  conclusive.  It  may  be 
shown  to  have  been  expressly  with¬ 
held  or  its  existence  negatived  by  the 
articles  of  copartnership.  If  the  au¬ 
thority  and  duties  of  each  member  of 
the  firm  be  expressly  defined  or  limited, 
any  act  in  excess  of  or  beyond  the  re¬ 
striction  imposed  is  void,  and  not  bind¬ 
ing  upon  the  firm,  except  as  to  third 
persons  who,  without  notice  of  the  lim¬ 
itations,  enter  into  transactions  with  a 
member  of  the  firm  upon  a  subject 
within  the  scope  of  the  partnership  busi¬ 
ness  and  in  reliance  upon  the  apparent 
or  implied  authority  of  the  individual 
member.  In  such  case,  all  the  partners 
are  liable. 


Seals  of  Corporations. — The  seal  of  a 
corporation,  the  court  of  appeals  of 
Georgia  holds  (American  Investment 
Co.  vs.  Cable  Co.,  60  Southeastern  Re¬ 
porter  1037),  is  prima  facie  evidence 
that  it  was  affixed  by  proper  authority. 
A  corporation  may  adopt  a  seal  different 
from  its  corporate  seal  for  a  special 
occasion  or  for  a  special  use,  and  the 
seal  thus  adopted  is  for  all  the  intents 
and  purposes  for  which  it  is  used  the 
corporate  seal  for  that  time  and  occa¬ 
sion. 


The  capital  stock  of  the  Drakesboro 
Coal  &  Coke  Mine  Company,  of  Drakes¬ 
boro,  Ky.,  has  been  increased  from  $15,- 
000  to  $30,000. 

Joseph  Norwood  and  C.  A.  Swanson, 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  have  incorporated 
the  Swanwood  Coal  Company,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $20,000. 

The  Cedar  County  Coal  Company,  of 
Scainmon,  Kans.,  has  been  incorporated 
to  do  a  general  coal  mining  business  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 

The  Fayette  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  $45,000  capital  stock  by  T. 
C.  Beury,  J.  A.  Thayer  and  J.  P.  Vaug¬ 
han. 

The  Renson  Coal  &  Grain  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $15,000  by 
F.  E.  Renson,  S.  E.  Renson  and  Sarah 
Renson. 

The  Cincinnati  Coal,  Iron  &  Timber 
Company,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  has  been 
incorporated  with  $10,000  capital  stock 
by  Frank  H.  Adair,  R.  W.  Nelson,  James 
Stone  and  others. 

The  Morgan  Coal  &  Fire  Clay  Com¬ 
pany,  of  McCartney,  Pa.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  $25,000  capital  stock  by 
M.  J.  Cox  and  others.  Mr.  Cox  is  men¬ 
tioned  as  treasurer  of  the  new  concern. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Richland  Coal  Company,  of 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Frank  M.  Watkins,  William  J.  Cart¬ 
wright  and  J.  W.  Clift. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  by  the  Stuy- 
vesant  Coal  Company  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $15,000.  The  incorporators  of 
the  concern  are  J.  H.  Leyer,  H.  S.  Fife, 
L.  F.  Goldman. 

The  Sunnyside  Fuel  Company  of  Cuba, 
Ill.,  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 


The  company  will  operate  a  small 
coal  mine  near  Cuba,  and  is  incor¬ 
porated  by  E.  D.  Fowler  and  oth¬ 
ers. 

The  J.  T.  Tighe  Company,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  has  been  incorporated  to  conduct 
a  general  wholsale  and  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  with  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000.  The 
incorporators  are  James  T.  Tighe, 
Joseph  A.  Tighe  and  S.  C.  Tighe. 

The  Wheatcroft  Coal  Company  has 
filed  articles  of  incorporation  at  New 
Orleans,  La.,  showing  a  capital  stock  of 
$25,000.  The  company  will  deal  in  coal 
and  coke  at  wholesale  and  retail.  The 
incorporators  are  George  Mule,  Pascal 
Almerico  and  John  Luizza. 

Articles  of  incorporation  showing  a 
capital  stock  of  $12,000  have  been  filed 
at  Mecca,  Ind.,  by  the  Mecca  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  The  concern  will  operate  coal 
mines  near  that  place  and  is  incorporated 
by  Fred  Armstrong,  Clyde  Riggs  and 
Otis  Armstrong. 

The  Belleville  Southern  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  East  St.  Louis,  Ill.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$150,000,  to  conduct  a  general  coal  min¬ 
ing  business.  The  incorporators  are 
Fred.  Essen,  A.  E.  Gardner,  E.  A. 
Mephan  and  others. 

The  Thomas  W.  Wood’s  Sons,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  been  incorporated, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000,  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  in  coal  and  coke  at 
both  wholesale  and  retail.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  W.  P.  Hoff,  Richmond 
Hill;  W.  W.  Livingston  and  H.  B.  Hoff, 
of  Brooklyn. 

The  Kentucky  Midland  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Central  City,  Ky.,  incorporated 
about  a  week  ago,  is  making  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  development  of  13,000 
acres  of  coal  land  in  that  state.  The 
company  will  probably  spend  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $100,000  for  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  a  mining  system. 
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donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
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and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  May  14.—  (Special 
Correspondence.) —  The  Hocking  coal 
trade  is  about  as  dull  as  at  any  time  in 
its  history,  but  there  is  a  general  belief 
that  next  month  will  see  a  change  for 
the  better.  There  is  nothing  definite 
yet  as  to  when  the  lake  movement  will 
begin,  except  that  it  is  thought  that  ves¬ 
sel  owners  will  not  want  to  risk  a  later 
start  than  June.  The  resumption  of  iron 
furnaces,  though  not  as  widespread  as 
could  be  hoped,  is  nevertheless  proving 
quite  a  factor  in  lessening  the  ore  ton¬ 
nage  stored  on  the  Lake  Erie  docks.  It  is 
imperative  that  quite  a  large  tonnage  of 
Hocking  coal  should  go  to  the  north¬ 
west  during  the  season,  and  shippers 
would  become  nervous  over  postpone¬ 
ment  of  getting  under  way  until  mid¬ 
summer.  The  relations  of  the  big  pro¬ 
ducers  with  the  lake  carrying  companies 
are  such  that  they  can  compel  boat  serv¬ 
ice  if  owners  of  fleets  are  reluctant  to 
go  into  commission. 

There  is  practically  no  domestic  busi¬ 
ness  at  the  present  time,  outside  of  a  few 
straggling  orders.  The  circular  price  of 
$1.50  still  remains  nominally  in  force, 
but  such  little  tonnage  as  is  moving  is 
sold  from  $1.25  to  $1.40.  Steam  coals 
are  in  slightly  better  demand,  according 
to  reports  from  the  more  aggressive 
jobbers,  but  there  is  no  improvement  in 
price.  West  Virginia  run-of-mine  con¬ 
tinues  to  sell  as  low  as  70  cents.  As 
nearly  all  of  the  Hocking  mines  are 
idle,  there  is  very  little  coal  on  the 
market  aside  from  West  Virginia.  Op¬ 
erators  here  do  not  care  to  meet  pre¬ 
vailing  prices. 

District  Settlement  Delay. 

Contrary  to  expectation  no  decision 
has  been  reached  in  the  joint  conference 
between  the  Hocking  operators  and  min¬ 
ers.  Negotiations  have  been  going  on 
at  Athens  for  the  last  ten  days.  The 
bone  of  contention  appears  to  be  the 
matter  of  fixing  a  penalty  of  $1  per  day 
for  each  miner  who  goes  out  on  a  strike 
that  has  not  been  authorized  by  the  un¬ 
ion  officials.  It  is  understood  that  the 
officers  are  favorable  to  the  idea  of 
bringing  some  restraint  upon  the  men 
that  will  have  the  tendency  to  do  away 
with  petty  strikes,  as  this  class  of  trou¬ 
ble  does  more  than  anything  else  to  bring 
about  misunderstanding  between  the  mine 
owners  and  the  union,  and  helps  to  make 
the  life  of  officials  more  of  a  burden 
than  it  otherwise  would  be.  The  senti¬ 
ment  of  the  miners  as  a  whole  appear 
to  be  against  any  such  arrangement,  and 
the  officials  are  up  against  the  proposi¬ 
tion  of  discrediting  themselves  in  the 
eyes  of  their  constituency  if  they  allow 
the  innovation  of  a  fine  in  settling  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  district. 


New  Columbus  Company. 

L.  B.  Landinesser,  C.  S.  M.  Krumm, 
W.  H.  Hann,  Franklin  Neff  and  B.  G. 
Huntington  are  incorporators  of  the 
Number  Eight  Coal  Company,  which 
filed  papers  with  the  secretary  of  state 
last  week,  in  the  amount  of  $250,000. 
As  the  name  would  indicate,  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  concern  will  be  in  the  eastern 
Ohio  field.  It  will  develop  coal  lands 
in  Belmont  county.  The  same  parties 
recently  incorporated  the  Belmont  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad  Company,  with  the  purpose 
of  connecting  up  their  proposed  mining 
properties  with  the  roads  tapping  the 
territory.  The  capital  stock  of  the  rail¬ 


road  organization  has  just  been  increased 
from  $10,000  to  $50,000. 

Brief  and  Personal  Mention. 

E.  A.  Evans,  vice  president  of  the 
Werner  Coal  Company,  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
was  in  Columbus  last  week. 

James  A.  Davidson,  of  Cincinnati, 
commercial  agent  of  the  Cincinnati 
Northern  railway,  was  calling  upon  the 
local  coal  trade  a  few  days  since. 

A  prominent  West  Virginia  operator 
who  visited  Columbus  during  the  past 
week  was  L.  E.  Armantrout,  manager  of 
the  Borderland  Coal  Company,  Border¬ 
land,  W.  Va. 

The  Hocking  Coal  Exchange  &  Min¬ 
ing  Company,  whose  offices  were  form¬ 
erly  in  the  Capitol  Trust  building,  have 
been  removed  to  the  mines  at  Nelson- 
ville,  Ohio.  W.  H.  Bennet,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  will  continue  in  charge. 

Walter  Plant,  manager  of  the  Colonial 
Coal  &  Supply  Company,  is  on  a  trip  to 
West  Virginia  this  week,  War  Eagle 
and  other  coal  centers  being  objective 
points.  While  at  the  former  locality  lie 
attended  the  stockholders'  meeting  of  the 
War  Eagle  Fuel  Company. 

The  improvements  at  the  Equitable 
mine  of  the  Middle  States  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  this  city,  which  replaces  the 
works  destroyed  by  fire  some  months 
ago,  are  expected  to  be  completed  by 
May  18.  This  property  is  located  twenty 
miles  south  of  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

James  Glenn,  a  well  known  Columlms 
retail  dealer,  has  purchased  a  farm  a  few 
miles  south  of  the  city,  where  he  will 
make  his  future  home.  This  will  not 
interfere  with  his  coal  business,  which 
he  will  continue  to  carry  on  for  the 
present  at  least. 

Edward  Johnson,  president  of  the  Lo¬ 
rain  Coal  &  Dock  Company,  Cleveland, 
accompanied  by  Private  Secretary  Roy 
Wildermuth,  left  Columhus  for  Wheel¬ 
ing,  W.  Va.,  on  Monday,  to  attend  the 
joint  conference  of  miners  and  operators 
of  No.  8  district. 

By  improvements  about  to  be  begun 
on  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  railroad,  a 
part  of  the  Hocking  Valley  railway  sys¬ 
tem.  coal  trains  will  move  from  the 
mines  in  West  Virginia  to  the  lake  docks 
without  having  to  be  re-made  up  on  this 
side  of  the  river,  as  has  been  the  custom 
heretofore.  This  will  be  made  possible 
by  the  rebuilding  of  the  Ohio  river 
bridge  at  Point  Pleasant. 

The  annual  meeting  of  stockholders 
of  the  Columhus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron 
Company  will  be  held  at  the  general  of¬ 
fices  of  the  concern  in  the  city  on  May 
20.  The  fiscal  year  closed  on  March  31. 
There  will  be  considerable  interest  in  the 
showing  made  from  the  fact  that  the 
big  new  clay-working  plant  has  been 
equipped  and  placed  in  partial  operation 
since  the  last  annual  meeting. 

Sidney' A.  McManigal,  president  of  the 
W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Company,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  the  northwest,  where  he 
visited  a  number  of  points,  with  a  view 
of  looking  into  the  coal  situation.  While 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  coal  on  the  docks 
and  navigation  will  be  late  in  getting 
under  way,  he  says  that  there  is  expecta¬ 
tion  among  coal  men  and  large  consum¬ 
ers  of  that  territory  for  a  good  trade 
later  on  in  the  summer. 

The  heavy  rains  of  last  week  threat¬ 
ened  considerable  damage  in  the  Flock¬ 


ing  valley,  some  of  the  streams  ap¬ 
proaching  dangerously  near  the  flood 
tide  of  last  spring,  when  a  number  of 
mines  were  put  out  of  business.  For- 
unately  this  experience  was  not  repeated 
and  the  property  loss  has  proved  to  be 
insignificant.  Excavation  for  the  new 
$50,000  washery  being  erected  by  the 
New  York  Coal  Company  near  Buchtel 
was  interfered  with  by  the  caving  in  of 
earth. 

A  number  of  Columbus  officials  of  the 
Johnson  Coal  Mining  Company  and  the 
Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Company,  will  go 
to  Cleveland  on  Saturday,  to  take  part 
in  the  launching  of  the  new  fuel  boat 
which  the  latter  company  will  receive 
from  the  builders.  Miss  Francis  John¬ 
son,  of  this  city,  daughter  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  company,  will  break  the  bottle 
of  champaign  in  the  ceremony  of  chris¬ 
tening.  The  new  boat  will  be  named 
the  City  of  Lorain.  It  is  claimed  to  be 
the  finest  vessel  of  its  kind  on  the  lake. 

With  respect  to  the  statement  made  in 
these  columns  last  week,  that  there  was 
a  growing  tendency  among  operators  to 
make  yearly  contracts  on  domestic  busi¬ 
ness,  it  is  claimed  by  some  of  the  more 
reputable  shippers  that  this  is  not  the 
case  with  producers  of  the  best  class  of 
coal.  It  is  known  that  some  concerns 
whose  product  is  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  trade  are  not  considering 
business  of  this  character,  as  they  be¬ 
lieve  it  better  for  themselves  and  for  the 
trade  to  depend  upon  the  open  market. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  of  the  W.  J.  Hamil¬ 
ton  Coal  Company,  has  assumed  his  du¬ 
ties  as  Kokoal  skout  for  Columbus,  and 
is  making  active  in  behalf  of  the  big 
koruskation  which  will  be  held  here  the 
first  night  of  the  Ohio  Coal  Dealers' 
convention,  May  26.  His  large  ecquaint- 
ance  and  personal  popularity  with  the 
trade  is  expected  to  bear  good  fruit  in 
helping  to  swell  the  size  of  the  class  of 
initiates  who  will  be  put  through  the 
paces  on  that  occasion.  This  will  be  the 
banner  event  of  the  year  in  Ohio  Kokoal 
circles,  a  host  of  visiting  members  being 
assurred. 

The  annual  report  of  Chief  Mine  In¬ 
spector  George  Harrison  has  just  been 
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tiled  with  the  governor.  It  shows  that 
1907  was  the  greatest  coal-producing 
year  in  the  history  of  the  state.  The 
total  output  of  the  mines  was  32,365,949 
tons,  an  increase  of  5,154,244  tons  over 
1906.  This  result  was  accomplished  by 
the  employment  of  47,876  miners,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  3  per  cent.  Machine  mine  coal 
amounted  to  79.9  per  cent  of  the  total 
production,  an  increase  over  former 
years.  The  fatalities  increased  20  per 
cent,  while  the  tonnage  grew  only  10 
per  cent,  153  miners  having  been  killed, 
as  against  127  in  1906.  Mines  were  in 
operation  three-fourths  of  the  year.  The 
district  mine  inspectors  made  1,718  in¬ 
spections. 


Eastern  Notes. 

The  yard  of  the  Irving  Lockwood 
Coal  Company  at  New  Canaan,  Conn., 
was  partly  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  days 
ago.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $30,000. 

The  mines  of  the  Pitcairn  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  near  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  have  re¬ 
sumed  operations  after  being  idle  for 
more  than  a  month.  The  company  has 
sent  out  a  call  for  two  hundred  addi¬ 
tional  coal  miners. 

The  British  coal  output  for  the  year 
1907  amounted  to  268,000,000  tons.  This 
is  an  increase  of  6.7  per  cent  over  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  About  950,000 
persons  are  employed  in  the  coal  mining 
industry  in  Great  Britain. 

The  coal  supply  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  has  been  found  to  be  much  larger 
than  was  formerly  expected  and  it  is 
also  proving  to  be  of  uniformly  good 
quality.  It  is  said  that  a  large  vein 
crosses  the  entire  group  of  islands.  This 
vein  has  been  clearly  traced,  in  one  vi¬ 
cinity,  for  a  distance  of  twenty-five 
miles. 

W.  W.  Johnson,  one  of  the  best  known 
coal  merchants  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  died 
a  few  days  ago  at  his  home,  No.  15 
North  Broadway,  of  a  complication  of 
diseases.  He  is  survived  by  a  widow, 
the  only  child,  a  son,  having  died  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago.  Mr.  Johnson  was  the  ac¬ 
tive  head  of  the  S.  M.  Johnson  &  Sons 
Coal  Company  and  was  also  a  prominent 
politician  until  a  few  years  ago. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 


ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  33 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 


Bldg .  36 

Moderewell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  5 

Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .  0 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  & 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  216  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  5 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  36 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  44 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  36 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  44 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  356  Dearborn 

St .  43 

Hedstrom,  E.  L.,  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  3 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  8 
Hesser,  J.  T.,  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. ...  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  618  Marquette  Bldg .  35 

New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . 38 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . 40 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  10 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St .  2 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  44 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  Coal  Co.,  216  Dear¬ 
born  St .  10 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 


Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  3 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. . .  4 

Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  2 


Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  6 


KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke....  40 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 


Co .  40 

JOBYLAHD. 

Baltimore- 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  88 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St  44 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St.  7 
Castner,  Curran  k  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St . 88 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  A  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St  .  35 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 
St .  2 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St . 37 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg . 84 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Johnson,  W.  R.,  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg.  34 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg . 36 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  I 

Sunday  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Blag .  8 

Escanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA 

Duluth- 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  86 


rAGE 


Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

D..  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  36 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  40 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co..  44 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  6 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YOBL 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg. ...  44 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  44 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 


New  York  City — 


Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 38 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  36 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  84 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 31 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway . 31 

l'eale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co .  4 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  VV.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  5 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  37 

Williams  &  Peters.  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York .  10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy.... .  8 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 

Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co .  S3 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg...  36 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  36 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg . 88 

Howard  Colliery  Co . 6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  40 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  36 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  85 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Cogl  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  4 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  4 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  • 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg . 38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  40 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  36 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 
Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  28 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  39 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  28 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  T 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg..  86 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  86 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  27 


SAGE 


F  E  N  NS  YL  VANIA. 

F  hilad  elphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg,  88 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg.  .  38 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal .  44 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  38 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  2 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  4  C.  Co . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  6 

Pittston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  27 
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D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 
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Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  36 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 
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I'ngneston — 
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C.  Reiss  &  Co . 
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D.  L.  &■  W.  R.  R.  Co.. 
North  Western  Fuel  Co. 
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Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co . 

DISTRICT  Or  COLUMBIA. 

Washington —  _ 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirteenth 

St . 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg . 

Somerset  Coal  Co . . . 
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7 

44 
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Toronto —  ,  _  ,  ,  _  , 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 
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London —  ENGLAND. 

Cbesa.  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lan.  .  86 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  84 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  86 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  * 
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Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  £iven 
her  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed .  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 
yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Vva- 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

A^  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  super¬ 
intendent  of  coal  mines.  Twelve  years’ 
experience  as  such.  Technical  educa¬ 
tion.  Successful  record.  Best  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  82,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Cheap,  coal  rights 

Franklin,  Williamson  and  Bond  coun¬ 
ties,,  in  tracts  of  1,000  to  40,000  acres. 
Address  P.  O.  Box  211,  Greenville,  Ill. 

OKLAHOMA  COAL  MINING 
PROPERTY  FOR  SALE— Or  trade, 
for  improved  Kansas  City  property  or 
Texas  land;  best  bargain  ever  offered 
in  Oklahoma  mining  property;  na¬ 
tional  lease  nearly  1,000  acres  on  main 
line  of  railroad;  best  freight  rates  and 
car  service;  highest  grade  of  coal.  Ad¬ 
dress  J.  A.  Gulick,  Scollard  building, 
Dallas,  Texas. 

WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

by  experienced,  capable  man,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  trade  in  Indiana  and 
other  states.  Address  box  91,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 

EXPERT  SECRET  SERVICE 

operative,  speaking  all  continental 
languages,  especially  skilled  in  min¬ 
ing,  is  open  for  engagements.  Ad¬ 
dress  box  90,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED— By  com¬ 
petent  lady  stenographer;  experienced 
in  coal  office.  Address  box  89,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Wholesale  coal  sales¬ 
man.  Must  be  acquainted  with  Mich¬ 
igan  trade.  Reply  with  full  informa¬ 
tion.  Address  Box  80,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Large  acreage,  West¬ 
moreland  County  coal,  twenty  miles 
from  Pittsburgh.  Competitive  freights 
all  directions.  Drift  mines  opened  and 
shipping;  Ax/2-it.  vein.  Volatile  36, 
sulphur  1  to  1.50,  phosphorus  .010. 
One-tenth  the  price  of  Pittsburgh  vein. 
Value  steadily  increasing.  Attractive 
as  investment,  operating  or  leasing 
proposition.  Reasonable  terms.  F.  B. 
Lott,  924  Stephen  Girard  building, 
Philadelphia. 


WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

with  producing  company,  only  for  In¬ 
diana  and  Michigan.  Six  years’  ex¬ 
perience  in  this  territory.  Address  Box 
87,  care  Black  Diamond. 

COAL  LAND  FOR  SALE— 1,200 

acres,  two  veins,  clean  domestic,  4  ft. 
Near  railroad.  $15.00  .acre.  Address 
J.  M.  Ross,  Somerset,  Ky. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  yard  located  at 

Fifty-second  and  Lake  streets,  Austin. 
Excellent  chance  for  coal  business  or 
garage.  E.  C.  Kenny,  414  Fisher  bldg. 

WANTED — Desk  room  or  part  of 

office  by  eastern  coal  agent,  with  use 
of  phone.  Address  box  88,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL.— De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C.,  April 
27,  1908.  Sealed  proposals,  plainly 
marked  on  the  outside  of  the  sealed 
envelope:  “Proposals  for  coal,”  and 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington  D.  C.,  will 
be  received  at  the  Indian  Office  until 
2  o’clock  p.  m.  of  Thursday,  May  28, 
1908,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
about  32,131  tons  of  coal  for  the  In¬ 
dian  Service  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1909.  Bids  must  be 
made  out  on  Government  blanks. 
Schedules  giving  the  quantities  want¬ 
ed,  form  of  proposal,  and  all  necessary 
instructions  will  be  furnished  upon  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Indian  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.;  to  the  Indian  ware¬ 
houses  at  New  York  City,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  San 
brancisco,  Cal.,  and  to  the  several  In¬ 
dian  agents  and  school  superintend¬ 
ents.  C.  F.  Larrabee,  Acting  Commis- 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  0. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhom  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

I'or  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above. 


rnr.  Coal  mine  Operator 


If  you  need  the  services  of  a  mine  manager, 
mine  superintendent,  pit  boss  or  a  mining 
engineer,  we  would  be  pleased  to  have  you 
communicate  with  us  as  we  have  some  of  the 
best  men  in  the  business  registered  with  us. 


If  you  can  fill  any  of  the  above  positions, 
we  can  place  you  without  much  difficulty,  as 
we  supply  men  for  a  large  number  of  the  coal 
operators  of  the  country. 

Address :  Registration  Bureau 

The  Black  Diamond 


WANTED — First-class  master  me¬ 
chanic.  Take  charge  of  large  mining 
plant.  Must  have  first-class  refer¬ 
ences.  State  salary  expected.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  92,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


Kansas  Upland  Piairle,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


Old  Colony  Building  Chicago 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 
for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK.  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39ih  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
i  to  75  tons 


By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  <&,  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHCK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway,  New  York 


E.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  a. II  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Write  to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Ioc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  G.a’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

of  MARYLAND 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OK 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  &  420.  17  Battery  Pl&oe,  .  -  .  JVBJ-W  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


YOUGH  STEAM  PUMPS 

. -  :  MANUFACTURED  BY  - - 

BOYTS,  PORTER  <fc  COMPANY 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 


Size:  10x5xl6-Inch  Special  Double  Plunger  Boiler  Feed  Pump. 

3-inch  Suction,  2ka-inch  Discharge. 


NINE 

PUMPS 

TANK 

PUMPS 

HYDKAULIC 

PUMPS 

COMPOUND 

PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 


Electrical 
Power  Pomp! 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Psmpa 

Heavy  and  Light 
Preaaure  Pomp* 

Wood  lined 
Mine  Pnmpa 

with 

Pol  Valve 
Water  Chamber 


Size:  4-inch  Pistons,  8-inch  Stroke,  4-inch  Suction,  3-inch  Discharge, 
80  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 

Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self  Grinding  Bronze  Valve*.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
2  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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MINE  RAILS 

12  -  16  -20  LB. 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

ST.  LOUIS.  MO. 


RAILS 

NEW  RELAYING 


M.  K.  FRANK 

PITTSBURGH 


RAILS 


FOR  SALE 


CHOICE 


RE-LAYING 


30,  35,  40.  56,  and  60  lb. 

(and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb, 
16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 
45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  you 
want  them  deliveted.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

^•We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 


It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 


FOR  SALE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 
No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 


SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 
18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  iD.  gauge,  1%  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  Ill. 


FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co. ,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 


READ  OUR 
WANT  COLUMN 
ON  PAGE  30 


FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy.  HI. 

P.  O.  Box  24 


PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 
TO  ADVERTISERS 


FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 


RARE  BARGAINS 
lrv 

HAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

"H“‘2ELNICKER"s‘S' 

in  St  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists? 


For  Sale 


Two  Steam  Mine 
Pumps,  in  good 
condition  —one 
18x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 


Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 


W.H.D.TOTTEN.JR. 

STEEL 

RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 


Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT.  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BlDG. ,  Cleveland,  O. 


Coal  Chutes 

FOR  SALE 


Having  torn  down  the  Engine 
Chutes  at  our  Empire  Mines, 
we  offer  them  for  sale  at  low 
price.  Ten  in  all.  Good  con¬ 
dition.  Complete  for  installa¬ 
tion  at  any  time. 


Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

PEORIA,  ILL. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


Specify 

“The 

Detroit” 

Lubricator 

Over  900,000  in 
use. 

Catalog  Free. 


Detroit  Lubricator  Pom  pan  y. 


DETROIT,  U.  S.  A. 


Index  to  Advertisers. 
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Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Ottumwa, 
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Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
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Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 

Hoisting  Towers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Jacks. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 
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Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.;  Chicago,  Ill _ _  35 
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Mine  Car  HI  to  hinge. 

Broderick  k  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Loui* 

Mo .  47 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Motors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Prospecting  Machinery. 

Cyclone  Drilling  Machinery  Co.,  Orr 

ville,  Ohio  .  43 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill ... .  85 

Pulverisers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Pomps. 

Boyts,  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa...  31 

Cook,  A.  D.,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind .  48 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Pumps  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 
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Balls. 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  32 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa .  47 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  32 
Roofing — 

Barrett  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Scales. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkee- 
barre.  Pa .  46 

Screens  (Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Holmes,  Robert,  &  Bro.,  Danville,  Ill....  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 
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Shafting. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  35 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  30 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Trucks. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  35 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  80 

Weigh  Baskets. 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  87 

Wheels. 


Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Sta.,  Pa . 46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnea- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 
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Wire  Rope. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  SL  Louia  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III....  66 
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QUICK  -  CLEAN  -  PROFITABLE 

Link-Belt  Coal  Pocket  Equipments 

offer  the  most  reliable  and  permanent  form  of  pro¬ 
fitable  coal-handling;  21c  a  ton  is  saved  over  manual 
methods;  quick  deliveries;  neatness  in  and  about 
the  yard — all  add  to  the  dealer’s  income. 


1,000-ton  pocket  erected  for  Alwart  Bros.,  Chicago,  Ill. 
Duplicate  of  this  pocket  erected  for  A.  B.  C. 

Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


We  will  furnish  proof,  plans  and  estimates 

LINK-BELT  COMPANY 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  INDIANAPOLIS 

NEW  YORK  PITTSBURGH  ST.  LOUIS  SEATTLE 

299  Broadway  1501  Park  Bldg.  Missouri  Trust  Bldg.  440  New  York  Block 

DENVER  NEW  ORLEANS 

Llndroth.  Shubart  <S.  Co.  Wilmot  Machinery  Co.  3 


1  1 

J 

1 1  3 

till? 

■  -  J 

*  * 

Hf l 

The  Coal  Dealers’  Blue  Book 

Contain*  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 
Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 
Coal  an<i  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

Per  Detail*  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN  COMPANY 


Pennsylvania  Building 
PHILADELPHIA 


324  Dearborn  Street 
CHICAGO 


jin'  YOU  ARE  I IV  I>KAD  EARNEST 

about  your  business,  and  want  permanent  success  in  it,  you  must  realize  that  you  face 
different  and  harder  problems  than  ever  before  confronted  a  business  man. 

Business  is  getting  to  be  a  scientific  and  difficult  game,  or  contest,  in  which  the 
ablest  and  best  prepared  only  can  hope  to  win  anything  worth  while. 

Therefore,  if  you  are  really  in  dead  earnest,  you  will  welcome  new  helps  and  new 
ideas— indeed,  you  will  go  after  them;  and  you  will  try,  too,  to  get  them  from  successful 

men  in  different  lines  of  business,  as  well  as  in  your  own. 

That  is  why  you  ought  to  have  the  magazine  of  new  business  ideas — “BUSINESS 
AID.”  It  is  not  as  big  as  a  load  of  coal,  but  it  may  be  worth  many  times  more  to  you  for 

the  points  it  gives  in  a  nutshell  on  business  methods,  advertising,  business  law,  what 

leading  business  men  and  editors  in  different  lines  are  saying,  etc. 

It  will  be  sent  on  trial  six  months  for  50  cents,  and  with  it  will  be  sent  FREE  a 
200-page,  cloth-bound  Vest  Pocket  Webster  Dictionary  containing  30  pages  of  valuable 
miscellaneous  information. 

So,  now,  if  you  are  in  dead  earnest,  and  mean  business — mean  to  seize  every  advantage 
within  your  reach  to  get  ahead,  and  keep  there,  write  today.  If  you  are  not  more  than 
satisfied,  just  ask  for  your  money  back,  and  it  will  be  returned. 

Address  “BUSINESS  AID,”  112  Clark  street,  Chicago,  ill. 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  C.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO  w 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECO,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &,  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

% 

I 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Morlarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 

1228  M  jestic  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sale.  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


<< 


R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


99 


COAL 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 

Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Preparation 

From  ihe  model  mines  ot  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  H.lden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  oi  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES: 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  I  Broadway.  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN, GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


W.  R.  JOHNSON  COAL  COMPANY,  1,23  SSTiuST 01 


Oakland  Coals 


Johnson’s  “Hand-Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Oakland  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Crescent  Coke 


M  ines:  “Kanawha  Gas”  and  “Oakland,”  Smithers,  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co. 

PITTSBURG.  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment 

Let 

Us 

Submit 
Plans 

and 

Estimates 

STEEL  SCREEN  BARS,  ALL  SIZES  IN  STOCK 
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MINE  CAR  WHEELS.TRUCKS 


Grey  iron  with  chilled  tread  and 
cast  steel  wheels.  Any  style  or  size 


AND  R.EPAIR.  PARTS 

NO  LOTS  TOO  LARGE  OR  TOO  SMALL  FOR  OUR  FACILITIES  AND  ATTENTION 

WE  ALSO  nANUFACTURE 

SHAFTING 

And  carry  the  largest  stacks  in  the  West.  When  shading  is  needed  it  is  wanted  without  delay 

Our  large  stocks  and  equipment  enables  us  to  do  any  necessary 
key  seating,  etc.,  and  make  shipment  the  day  order  is  received 

All  sizes  by  i6ths  of  an  inch  from  inch  to  20  inches  diameter. 

BLISS  &  LAUGHLIN,  Inc. 

Main  Office  and  Factory  Office  and  Chicago  Warehouse 

HARVEY,  ILL.  10  So.  Canal  St.,  CHICAGO 


12  inch  Manganese  wheels  on  2  inch  axles 
fitted  with  mild  steel  clamps 


Write  for  information  concerning  the  many  tuc- 
ceisful  plants  we  have  built. 


Mention  the  Black  Diamond. 


Chicago,  Ill. 

Designers  and  Builders  of 

Fast  Unloading  Towers,  with  or  without  cable 
railway.  Storing  and  Reclaiming  Bridges, 
Screening  and  Shipping  Pockets,  etc. 


I  Fairbanks, 


Morse  &  Co. 


Ottumwa  Loaders  Known  World  Over 


An  Ottumwa  Steam  Loader. 


Over  300  Now  in  Use 


OTTUMWA  LOADERS 

CHEAPEN  PRODUCTION 
INCREASE  TONNAGE 
PREVENT  DELAYS 

Car  Puller  which  alone  is  worth  purchase  price  of  machine 
for  preventing  blockades  on 
loading  tracks. 


LET  US  TELL  YOU  HOW  YOU  CAN 
SAVE  MORE  THAN  ENOUGH  IN  A 
VERY  SHORT  TIME  TO  PAY  FOR 
THE  MACHINE. 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 


Ma.in  Office  8Li\d  Feretory 
OTTUMWA.  IOWA 


n  1  net*  i  CHICAGO,  ILL..  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agt. 
Branch  Ofiices  ]  HOUSTON,  TEXAS,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 
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THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Oar  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  for 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

It  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


POCAHONTAS 

TRADt  MARK  9  KOI  STAR  B 


Branch  Offices  ~ 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  f. 
Citizens'  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Vi 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  I1L 
50  Congress  Street,  Boston.  Mass. 


C,  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal 

Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Branch  Offices 

Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blvth  &  Company, 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

trade  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  & 

PINEY  FORK 


CO. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

BUILDING  CHICAGO 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vl/ML 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaee  and  Foundry  Use. 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS 

DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


u  C  p  A  D  A  D  I  C  Q  A  I  PC  BJI  A  M  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
t  vMr  HDLCi  wALCwIVI  AN  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  In  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  It’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vlce-Preit.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 


(Established  1800) 


MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gsauine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  50  Church  st.,  New  York 


■Do  Not  Forget  to  Mention  The  Black  Diamond  When  Writing  Advertisers. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  A  ¥ 

Bituminous  v  vill/ 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


LONG  DISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL  P.  0.  BOX  1962 

MECTON  68**0 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
C  O  A  L 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDB-WATEB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  i 

BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE8T  IMPROVED 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
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If  you  have 
Coal  to  Sell 

advertise  the  fact  in  The  Black  Diamond. 
Let  the  retail  coal  dealers  and  users  of 
steam  coal  know  vou  are  on  earth,  up-to- 
snuff  and  desirous  of  doing  more  busi¬ 
ness.  Blow  your  own  horn— if  you  don’t 
it  won’t  be  blown. 

Your  life  will  be  a  failure  if  you  put  off 
until  tomorrow  that  which  should  be 
done  to-day.  Write  to-day  for  adver¬ 
tising  rates. 
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Underground  Delivery  of  Coal  in  Chicago. 


Plans  of  the  Illinois  Tunnel  Company  are  to  Connect  with  Railroad  Tracks  and  Big  Buildings  to  Haul  Coal  for  Dealers 
and  Remove  Traffic  from  the  Streets. — Pockets  are  Installed  Which  Handle  Three  and  a  Half  Tons  in  Two  Sec¬ 
onds. — Burrowing  Up  Into  the  Basements  of  Buildings  is  Picturesque  Work  Which  has  a  Definite  Advantage  in  the 
Way  of  Economy. 


Chicago's  subway  or  tunnel  system,  the  inspira¬ 
tion  for  which  was  a  coal  mine  in  the  region  of 
Scranton,  Pa.,  may,  one  of  these  days,  remove 
the  major  part  of  the  big  coal  teams  from  the 
down-town  section  of  Chicago.  The  start  has 
already  been  made  in  that  direction  but  time 
enough  has  not  been  given  for  the  completion  of 
the  work  mapped  out. 

Under  the  streets  of  Chicago  are  sixty-five 
miles  of  tunnels,  the  extent  of  which  is  not  ap¬ 
preciated  by  the  people  even  of  Chicago,  perhaps 
because  they  do  not  carry  passengers.  The  world, 
long  ago,  learned  all  about  the  London  Tupenny 
Tube  and  the  New  York  Subway  because  they 
carried  passengers.  It  is  hard  to  realize  that  Chi¬ 
cago’s  subway  is  more  extensive  than  both  the 
London  tube  and  the  New  York  subway  and  that, 
as  between  the  two  big  cities  of  the  United  States, 
the  Chicago  tunnel  is  several  times  longer  than 
that  of  New  York.  In  fact,  the  tunnel  system 
honeycombs  the  entire  down-town  portion  of  the 
city,  reaches  as  far  south  as  Armour  and  Archer 
avenues,  as  far  north  as  Chicago  avenue,  and  as 
far  west  as  Green  street. 

Most  of  this  sixty-five  miles  of  tunnel  is  about 
six  feet  wide  and  7}4  feet  high,  the  roof  being 
arched.  Part  of  this  system  is  made  up  of  what 
is  known  as  trunk  lines,  which  are  twelve  feet 
high  and  from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet  wide.  The 


purpose  is,  if  possible,  to  make  deliveries  of  coal 
to  the  large  down-town  buildings  by  means  of 
this  tunnel  system,  thus  relieving  the  dealers  of 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  expensive  teams  for 
doing  the  work  and,  in  addition,  taking  that 
amount  of  traffic  off  the  street.  As  soon  as  the 
Illinois  Tunnel  Company,  which  owns  this  sub¬ 
way,  began  to  put  parts  of  its  line  into  operation, 
plans  were  made  with  this  object  in  view.  The 
result  has  been  that  the  company,  today,  has  a 
direct  connection  with  the  Chicago  &  Eastern 
Illinois  railroad  and  with  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
railway,  while  several  coal  handling  elevators 
have  been-  put  in  some  of  the  biggest  down-town 
buildings,  among  them  those  of  Marshall  bield  & 
Co.  and  the  First  National  Bank. 

By  the  15th  of  June  this  entire  tunnel  system 
will  be  completed  and  fully  in  operation.  By  that 
time  the  company  will  have  250  small  locomotives 
that  work  under  ground  and  2,500  of  their  small 
cars  or  larries,  which  will  be  handling  all  kinds 
of  traffic,  but  especially  mail  and  coal.  Arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  to  increase  this  equipment 
as  fast  as  the  need  arises,  the  company  being  of 
the  opinion  that  it  can  increase  its  facilities  much 
faster  than  it  can  make  the  proper  connections 
with  the  down-town  buildings  to  get  freight  and 
especially  coal  into  their  basements.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  of  making  this  sort  of  installation  is  seen 


at  once  when  the  statement  is  made  that  the  top 
of  the  tunnel  is  fully  thirty-three  feet  below  the 
ground  in  all  parts  of  the  city.  Where  the  tun¬ 
nel  is  only  to  eight  feet  in  height  this  maxes 
the  average  space  between  the  floor  of  the  tunnel 
and  the  street  level  forty-one  to  forty-two  feet. 
The  company  has  passed  under  the  Chicago  river 
fourteen  times  at  which  places  it  has  dropped 
down  to  a  depth  of  sixty-three  feet  below  the 
average  street  level.  The  tunnel,  at  this  depth,  is 
so  far  under  the  surface  of  the  ground  as  to  be 
below  all  of  the  sub-cellars  of  the  various  es¬ 
tablishments,  being  even  below  the  bottom  of  the 
Marshall  Field  building  and,  consequently,  below 
the  lowest  basement  of  any  other  structure  in  the 
city. 

When  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  a  connec¬ 
tion  with  any  of  the  larger  buildings  in  order  to 
put  in  a  coal  handling  plant,  it  is  necessary,  of 
course,  to  burrow  up  from  the  tunnel  into  the 
basement  of  the  building  and  then  establish  some 
kind  of  connection  which  will  get  the  coal  con¬ 
veniently  into  the  fire  room.  The  company  has 
already  a  number  of  these  elevator  plants  in¬ 
stalled,  one  being  practically  a  model  for  all. 

The  arrangement  for  handling  coal  from  these 
cars  into  the  boiler  room  of  a  big  building  is  not 
dissimilar  to  the  arrangement  in  vogue  at  the 
transfer  plant  of  the  Dering  Coal  Company  at 
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Peoria,  Ill.  The  car,  which  has  a  hopper  bottom, 
comes  up  to  the  designated  place  on  the  track 
and  dumps  its  load  of  three  and  a  half  tons  of 
coal  into  a  track  hopper.  The  fuel  is  fed  from 
there  into  a  bucket  conveyor  which  hoists  the  coal 
up  to  the  top  of  the  shaft  and  it  is  there  turned 
over  to  a  belt  conveyor  of  some  sort  located  at  a 
height  equal  to  the  top  of  the  boiler  in  the  build¬ 
ing.  This  coal  can  be  hoisted  with  remarkable 
rapidity  by  means  of  these  devices,  some  of 
which  have  been  installed  by  the  Link  Belt  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Philadelphia,  and  some  by  the  Jeffrey 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Columbus.  The  sub¬ 
way  car  which  carries  the  coal  is,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  enabled  to  do  double  service  be¬ 
cause  from  the  level  of  the  floor  on  which  the 
boiler  equipment  is  located  a  chute  carries  the 
ashes  out  from  the  fire  room  and  dumps  them 
into  the  car  just  unloaded.  By  this  plan  the 
equipment  of  the  company  is  able  to  do  double 
service  and  consequently  gets  loads  in  both  direc¬ 
tions. 

The  cost  of  installing  this  kind  of  elevator  plant 
is  such  that  the  tunnel  company  figures  it  can 
not  make  a  connection  with  a  building  unless  the 
lattqr  burns  at  least  4,000  tons  of  coal  a  year. 
For  the  time  being  this  is  naturally  going  to 
confine  these  costly  connections  to  the  larger 
buildings  in  the  city.  A  number  of  them 
have  already  been  made  and  others  are 
under  contemplation.  The  Tunnel  Com¬ 
pany  does  make  ,this  additional  proposi¬ 
tion,  however:  That  before  long  it  will 
establish  warehouses  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  city — one  of 
which  is  already  located  on 
the  river — and  will  deliver  to 
those  warehouses  practically 
all  kinds  of  commodities,  in¬ 
cluding  coal.  Instead  of 
hauling  the  coal,  therefore, 
distance  of  several  miles 
across 


tracks  of  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  and 
immediately  over  the  tracks  of  the  Illinois 
Tunnel  Company  are  a  number  of  track  hop¬ 
pers  each  of  which  has  a  storage  capacity 
of  150  tons.  Coal,  to  be  delivered  into  these 
storage  pockets,  must,  for  convenience  sak©, 
be  shipped  in  hopper  bottom  cars.  The  rail¬ 
road  car  is  placed  immediately  above  a  chute 
which  leads  down  to  the  track  hopper.  This 
hopper,  in  turn,  has  a  chute  which  leads  down 
and  opens  immediately  above  the  track  of  the 
tunnel  company.  The  pressure  of  the  coal 
and  the  size  of  the  lower  opening  make  for 
almost  instantaneous  loading  of  the  fuel,  as 
is  shown  bv  the  fact  that  on  a  recent  occa¬ 
sion  three  and  a  half  tons 
of  coal  were  loaded  into 
a  tunnel  car  in  the  brief 
time  of  two  seconds. 

With  a  hopper  that 
works  automatically  at 
the  coal  loading  end,  am 
elevator  to  hoist 
at  the  point  of 
there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  why  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Tunnel  Company  will 
not  make  good  progress 


down  town  buildings  are  almost  identical  with 
the  average  cost  of  hauling  coal  from  the 
retail  yards  to  destination.  The  tunnel  com¬ 
pany  makes  its  big  point  to  the  dealers  that 
they  are  saved  investment  in  horses  and 
wagons  and  are  relieved  of  any  possible  loss 
through  the  destruction  of  wagons  or  death 
of  horses.  These  rates,  of  course,  are  some¬ 
what  crude  just  now,  but  are  likely  to  be 
placed  on  a  scientific  basis  before  long,  espe¬ 
cially  if  the  business  of  coal  carrying  grows 
as  much  as  it  has  done  in  the  last  year. 

If  the  tunnel  company  went  direct  to  the 
coal  consumer  it  would  have  very  little  diffi¬ 
culty  in  convincing  the  big  users  of  its  ad¬ 


with  an 
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Heavy  Lines  Show  the  Map  of  the  Tunnel  in  the  Heart  of  Chicago. 


turn  over  the  long  hauls  to  the  Tunnel  Com¬ 
pany  and  then  do  a  wagon  business  from 
these  warehouses  to  the  point  of  consumption, 
thus  reducing  the  total  haul  by  team  to  about 
two  or  three  squares. 

The  last  named  method  of  doing  business, 
although  under  consideration,  is  held  in  abey¬ 
ance  for  the  time  being.  Moreover,  the  idea 
of  centralized  power  plants  for  a  number  of 
buildings,  in  a  given  community,  is  rapidly 
growing  in  Chicago  as  it  is  everywhere  else, 
and  these  central  boiler  plants  would  naturally 
burn  enough  coal,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  to 
make  it  worth  while  for  the  company  to  in¬ 
stall  one  of  its  coal  elevators. 

As  yet  the  Illinois  Tunnel  Company  has 
not  made  all  of  its  connections  with  the  rail¬ 
road  companies,  although  these  may  be  ex-, 
pected  to  be  completed  very  quickly  now. 
The  greatest  possible  efficiency,  however,  has 
been  obtained  from  connections  already  com¬ 
pleted.  That  the  railroads  will  not  have  jiny 
objections  to  doing  business  with  the  tunnel 
company  and  that  they  will  make  all  pos¬ 
sible  deliveries  to  the  tunnel  company  may 
be  guessed  by  the  fact  that  through  a  recent 
reorganization  such  men  as  J.  Ogden  Armour 
and  E.  H.  Harriman  are  in  control. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  connection  between 
the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  and  the  tunnel 
company  is  very  clearly  shown  by  a  brief 
recital  of  the  conditions.  Underneath  the 


with  the  coal  between  the  railway  car  and  the 
point  of  consumption. 

In  the  first  blush  it  might  appear  that  the 
retail  coal  dealers’  teaming  business,  and  con¬ 
sequently  his  business  as  a  whole,  is  going 
to  be  interfered  with  by  the  operations  of  this 
tunnel  company.  This  might  be  the  case  were 
it  not  for  the  broad  and  conservative  policy 
adopted  by  the  officers  of  the  tunnel  company 
in  handling  this  business.  They  realize  that, 
to  a  certain  extent,  they  are  common  carriers 
and  must  treat  all  with  equality  and  fairness 
if  the  business  is  to  be  permanent.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  the  company  will  not  make  a  contract 
today  with  a  building  for  an  installation,  im¬ 
plying  thereby  that  it  will  also  supplv  the 
coal.  It  simply  asks  permission,  in  case  the 
coal  dealer  is  willing  to  do  business  with  it, 
to  make  a  connection  with  the  basement  by 
means  of  one  of  its  elevators.  Having  ob¬ 
tained  this  consent  it  presents  the  permission 
and  its  own  proposition  as  to  rates  to  the 
dealer  who  is  supplying  that  building  with  coal. 

The  tunnel  company,  moreover,  does  not 
undertake  to  reduce  the  cost  of  haulage  below 
that  of  the  big  dealers.  It  seeks  merely  to 
relieve  them  of  the  necessity  to  tie  up  the 
amount  of  money  invested  in  such  rolling 
stock  and  horses  as  would  be  necessary  to 
deliver  the  large  amounts  of  coal  burned  by 
these  buildings.  In  fact  the  tunnel  rates 
from  the  various  railroad  yards  to  the  Dig 


vantages,  not  possessed  by  any  other  method 
of  delivery  because  it  can  not  only  put  in  the 
coal,  but  take  away  the  ashes,  this  being  done 
in  the  minimum  time  and  at  the  minimum 
cost.  The  tunnel  company,  of  course,  figures 
that  by  making  better  time  and  by  getting 
loads  in  both  directions  it  can  afford  to  haul 
coal  at  these  rates  even  considering  the  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  money  invested  in  its  tunnel 
property.  Naturally  every  connection  with  a 
big  building  will  increase  the  capital  account 
of  the  tunnel  because  to  install  an  elevator 
costs  in  the  neighborhood  of  $20,000.  It  ex¬ 
pects  to  have  about  fifty  of  these  connections 
before  long,  which  will  entail  an  outlay  of 
approximately  $1,000,000.  It  can  afford  to 
make  the  same  rates  as  for  street  haulage  for 
the  time  being,  because  the  tunnel  company 
works  twenty-four  hours  a  day,  having  shifts 
of  men,  and  can  make  its  equipment  do  that 
much  additional  work  without  any  very  great 
increase  in  labor  hire.  It  is  also  shown  that 
in  the  same  length  of  time  this  company  can 
haul  about  five  times  the  amount  of  freight 
that  can  be  hauled  by  a  team. 

Another  big  advantage  which  appeals  to  the 
coal  dealers  in  Chicago,  is  the  fact  that  this 
tunnel  is  located  under  ground  and  is  con¬ 
sequently  out  of  reach  of  storms  and  other 
things  which  would  block  the  streets.  Very 
naturally  a  snow  storm  has  no  terrors  for  the 
subway  company.  It  is  always  during  and 
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immediately  following  a  heavy  snow  storm 
that  the  heaviest  deliveries  of  coal  are  made 
and  the  tunnel  company  figures  that  if  it  can 
haul  for  a  big  retail  company,  doing  business 


One  of  the  big  drawbacks,  so  far,  is  the 
system  of  dispatching  cars  in  these  tunnels, 
which  seems  to  be  just  a  little  slow  now  be¬ 
cause  orders  have  to  be  given  and  received 


wise.  It  was  soon  determined  that  under  the 
head  of  intelligence  the  company  could  han¬ 
dle  both  mail  matter  and  newspapers  and 
since  the  latter  came  really  under  the  head  of 
freight  the  operations  of  the  company  soon 
spread  from  mail  matter  and  the  newspapers 
to  carrying  package  freight  and  now  to  the 
transportation  of  coarse  freight — coal  and 
ashes. 

The  only  restrictions  which  the  franchise 
placed  upon  the  company  were  that  tunnels 
should  be  built  under  the  center  line  of  the 
various  streets.  In  order  for  the  company  to 
carry  out  these  instructions  it  was  necessary 
for  the  engineers  to  work  all  day  Sunday 
for  months  in  order  to  survey  the  streets  and 
get  the  locations  exact.  A  number  of  employes  of 
the  comoany  worked  night  and  day  getting 
these  locations  and  when  they  were  obtained 
the  work  of  construction  began,  the  first  sub¬ 
way  being  drilled  downward  from  the  base¬ 
ments  of  a  building  leased  by  the  company. 
The  work  has  now  progressed  so  far  that  the 
preliminary  stages  have  long  since  passed  and 
the  company  is  handling  some  business  and 
will  be  handling  much  more  when  the  work 
of  construction  is  actually  finished  on  June  15. 


Railroad  Coal  Lands. 


According  to  information  coming  from 
Denver,  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  has  discov¬ 
ered  the  joint  in  the  harness  of  the  interstate 
commerce  act  and  is  planning  to  circumvent 
the  provision  of  that  law  which  forbids  the 
transportation  companies  to  carry  coal  from 
mines  which  they  own  or  in  which  they  are 
directly  or  indirectly  interested. 

The  Union  Pacific  is  proceeding  upon  the 
theory  that  there  are  more  ways  of  killing  an 
ostrich  than  by  choking  it  to  death  on  hot 
butter.  For  instance,  it  is  declared  that  the 
Union  Pacific  owned  a  certain  amount  of  coal 
land  in  northern  Colorado,  while  the  Colorado 
Southern  owned  some  land  in  southern  Colo¬ 
rado.  The  coal  land  owned  by  the  Union  Pa¬ 
cific  could  not  be  worked  under  the  Hepburn 
law  and  neither  could  the  coal  land  of  the 
Colorado  Southern,  at  least  those  lands  could 
not  be  worked  in  the  old  manner.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  market  for  both  coals  was  either  Denver 
or  the  territory  contiguous  to  the  mines. 

The  Union  Pacific  and  the  Colorado  South¬ 
ern  simply  traded  coal  lands  and  leased  the 
property  to  so-called  independent  operators. 
The  Union  _  Pacific  still  owns  the  coal  land, 
but  not  on  its  own  line  of  road,  and  the  Colo¬ 
rado  Southern  owns  land  but  not  on  its  line 
of  road.  Moreover,  neither  the  Colorado 
Southern  nor  the  Union  Pacific,  under  any 
probability,  will  ever  be  called  upon  to  trans¬ 
port  the  coal  in  the  ownership  of  which  it  has 
any  part.  Thus  in  that  section  the  law  is  suc¬ 
cessfully  set  at  naught,  and  still  the  railroads 
continue  to  own  coal  lands.  It  is  barely  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  western  railroads  in  this  respect 
can  give  a  pointer  or  two  to  the  eastern  rail¬ 
roads  who  are  struggling  over  the  question  of 
the  proper  method  of  retaining  possession  of 
valuable  coal  property. 


Birmingham  Coal  6%  Iron  Co. 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  May  21.— The  summer  will 
not  be  over  before  the  Birmingham  Coal  & 
Iron  Company,  of  which  H.  M.  Atkinson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Atlanta,  Birmingham  &  Atlantic 
railroad,  is  president,  will  be  an  active  factor 
in  southern  industrial  affairs.  The  company’s 
new  coal  mines  at  Mulga  near  Ensley  will  have 
an  output  of  2,400  tons  by  July  1  and  with  the 
old  and  new  mines  at  Short  Creek  the  daily 
coal  output  of  the  company  will  be  5,000  tons, 
according  to  General  Manager  Bonnyman. 
Those  properties  are  on  the  Birmingham 
Southern,  belonging  to  the  Tennessee  com¬ 
pany,  but  the  Bessemer  branch  of  the  Atlanta, 
Birmingham  &  Atlantic  will  be  completed  by 
July  1  and  shipments  will  be  made  over  that 
road.  The  output  will  be  handled  first  to  Bes¬ 
semer  and  thence  to  Birmingham. 
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with  big  buildings  down-town,  when  a  snow 
storm  is  on  it  will  aid  that  big  company  to 
devote  all  its  energies  to  making  deliveries 
which  actually  require  street  haulage.  In 
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Sectional  View  of  Track  Hopper. 

this  way  the  tunnel  company  promises  to 
take  off  the  hands  of  the  city  dealer  about  one- 
halt  of  the  greatest  burden  that  he  has  during 
the  winter  season. 


Sectional  View  of  Coal  Elevator. 

over  the  telephone,  one  of  these  being  located 
on  every  block  for  the  use,  first,  of  train 
crews  and,  second,  for  the  use  of  workmen  in 
that  section. 

As  indicated  above  the  beginning  of  the 
Chicago  tunnel  system  was  the  result  of  a 
visit  of  Albert  G.  Miller,  the  first  president 
of  the  company,  to  one  of  the  anthracite  coal 
mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Scranton,  Pa.  He 
was  in  one  of  the  shafts  one  day  and  saw 
the  mules  hauling  the  little  trains  of  coal  cars 
to  the  foot  of  the  shaft  where  these  cars 
were  placed  on  an  elevator  and  hoisted  600 
feet  to  the  surface.  Mr.  Miller  is  not  only  a 
man  of  imagination  but  a  man  of  action,  and 
as  soon  as  he  saw  the  possibility  of  this 
underground  transportation  in  the  coal  mine 
he  believed  that  the  same  idea  would  be 
worked  with  success  in  the  Chicago  field. 
The  identical  ideas  were  to  be  carried  out  all 
the  way  through,  namely,  the  transportation 
from  the  point  of  origin  to  the  point  of  des¬ 
tination  by  the  subway  railroad  and  then 
hoisted  into  the  boiler  room  of  the  building 
itself,  the  two  operations  being  virtually  the 
same  as  the  method  of  getting  coal  out  of  a 
shaft  mine. 

In  obtaining  the  consent  to  build  this  tunnel 
Mr.  Miller,  who  was  interested  with  a  number 
of  friends  in  an  independent  telephone,  ob¬ 
tained  a  grant  for  a  telephone  subway.  He 
made  it  appear  to  the  City  Council  that  he 
wanted  to  use  these  subways  for  the  purpose 
of  facilitating  the  laying  of  ielephonc  wires 
underground.  At  the  time  the  ordinance  went 
through  the  City  Council  no  suggestion  was 
made  of  the  possibility  of  handling  freight 
in  this  subway,  the  grant  merely  giving  the 
tunnel  company  the  right  to  place  telephone 
wires  and  transmit  sounds,  signals  and  in¬ 
telligence  by  means  of  electricity  or  other¬ 
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Larger  Consumption. 


Land  Is  Valuable. 


Indications  Point  to  a  Continued  Use  of 
Bituminous  Coal  on  an  Enor¬ 
mous  Scale. 


In  view  of  the  increasing  demand  for  me¬ 
chanical  power  in  leading  industrial  countries 
the  status  and  prospect  of  the  coal  supply  of 
any  given  country,  or  group  of  countries,  are 
of  timely  importance  in  both  the  domestic  and 
foreign  policy  of  such  nations.  For  the  present, 
and  for  a  generation  or  more  to  come,  coal  is 
to  be  the  natural  element  on  which  machine 
industry  in  manufacturing,  in  transportation 
and,  in  any  other  use,  must  rely  for  propul¬ 
sion. 

These  general  considerations  are  suggested 
by  an  analysis  which  has  recently  been  made 
of  the  coal  supply  in  the  United  States.  In  a 
painstaking  document  Henry  S.  Fleming  makes 
a  report  on  the  bituminous’  coal  trade  for  1908. 
A  comparison  with  anthracite  shows  that  the 
former  now  represents  about  80  per  cent  of 
the  country’s  consumption.  The  bituminous 
coal  consumption  has  grown  at  the  rate  of 
101.9  per  cent  from  1896  to  1905,  as  compared 
with  25.8  per  cent  for  anthracite.  The  rate  of 
increase  for  the  thirty  years  beginning  with 
1876  and  ending  with  1905  is  shown  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Bitum.  Anthra.  Both 
Per  Cent  Per  Cent  Per  Cent 


1876  to  1885 . 143.3  56.2  102.1 

1886  to  1895 . 104.4  57.0  87.1 

1896  to  1905 . 101.9  25.8  78.5 


As  for  the  future  the  rate  of  bituminous  in¬ 
crease  is  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  decreas¬ 
ing  rate  of  actual  increase  shown  for  seven 
ten-year  periods  beginning  with  1836  and  end¬ 
ing  with  1905.  Counting  in  the  latest  decade 
the  production  and  the  quantity  and  the  rate 
of  increase  are  shown  to  be  as  follows  by 
decades  in  tons  and  percentages: 

Tons  P.  C.  Inc. 


1896  to  1905 .  3,801,429,000  91.8 

1916  to  1925 .  6,199,687,000  63.1 

1926  to  1935 .  8,791,592,000  41.8 

1936  to  1945 . ....11,314,949,000  28.7 


For  bituminous  coal  alone,  on  which  the 
main  dependence  for  steam  power  rests,  it  is 
estimated  that  by  1910  the  gross  tonnage  re¬ 
quired  for  consumption  will  be  practically  one 
million  tons  a  day  in  the  United  States.  The 
total  in  1905  was  276,133,425  gross  tons.  By 
1925,  or  fifteen  years  after  1910,  the  consump¬ 
tion  will  be  doubled,  and  by  1940  it  will  be 
trebled.  This  approximately  indicates  the  rate 
of  growth  which  it  is  anticipated  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  bituminous  coal  will  take  in  the  United 
States,  reaching  the  enormous  total  of  1,204,526,- 
000  tons  in  1950,  or  four  times  the  present 
consumption. 

Mr.  Fleming’s  forecast  goes  into  detail 
enough  to  indicate  what  the  consumption  of 
bituminous  coal  will  be  for  specific  uses,  in¬ 
cluding  coking  purposes,  railways,  industrial 
and  domestic  uses  and  export.  The  last  named 
source  of  consumption,  although  still  in  its 
incipiency  and  of  slow  growth,  will,  in  the  es¬ 
timate  of  this  report,  have  a  much  more  rapid 
advance  as  the  industries  of  the  other  coun¬ 
tries,  not  supplied  with  coal,  increase  their 
dependence  upon  coal  bearing  countries.  The 
results  as  actually  reached  in  the  past  and  as 
estimated  for  the  future  are  given  as  follows 
under  the  consumptive  heads  mentioned  above: 


CONSUMPTION  BITUMINOUS  COAL  IN  U.  S. 


FUTURE. 


For  Indust. 

For  Coke  For  Rwys.  and  Domestic 


1885.. .  7,206,362 

1890.. .  16,076,079 

1895.. .  18,614,574 

1900.. .  28,672,806 

1905.. .  44,223,818 


26,205,000 

41,000,000 

45,025,000 

69,960,000 

97,560,000 


27,795,349 

35,940,035 

48,801,710 

75,281,501 

117,549,607 


ESTIMATED. 


1910.. .  45,811,009 

1915.. .  58,469,000 

1920.. .  73,382,000 

1925. .  .  90,778,000 
1930.  .  .110,694,000 
1935.  .  .133,234,000 
1940.  .  .158,370,000 
1945.  .  .186,083,000 

1950. .  .216,254.000 


123,868,000 

159,131,000 

198,721,000 

241,023,000 

284,414,000 

326,968,000 

363,905,000 

394,030,000 

418,048.000 


163,403,000 

217,675,000 

271,947,000 

322,237,000 

365,549,000 

402,872,000 

435,204,000 

463,546,000 

488,873,000 


ACTUAL  AND 


For  Export 
683,481 
1,280,930 
2,211,983 
6,262,909 
6,959,265 


12,153,000 

18,888,000 

28,315,000 

41,013,000 

57,315,000 

77,180,000 

100,560,000 

127,263,000 

157,135,000 


In  the  seventy-eighth  annual  report  of  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Company,  showing  opera¬ 
tions  for  the  year  1907,  reference  is  made  to  the 
coal  lands  of  the  company  as  follows: 

“It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  company  for 
many  years  past  to  acquire  additional  coal  land 
as  opportunity  offered.  As  the  result  of  a  care¬ 
ful  examination  of  the  coal  lands  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  company  in  1898,  the  esti¬ 
mated  minable  tonnage  at  that  time  was  placed 
at  250,000,000.  Some  small  purchases  were 
subsequently  made,  and  as  will  be  noted  in 
our  annual  report  for  1904,  the  total  estimated 
tonnage  controlled  by  the  company  on  Decem¬ 
ber  31  of  that  year  was  218,644,286  tons. 

“So  far  as  the  company  could  ascertain,  there 
were  no  tracts  of  coal  land  in  the  Lackawanna 
and  Wyoming  valleys  of  sufficient  size  to  per¬ 
mit  of  profitable  mining  which  were  not  al¬ 
ready  owned  or  controlled  by  other  coal  pro¬ 
ducers.  The  only  tracts  of  anthracite  coal 
lands,  which  were  of  sufficient  magnitude  to 
permit  of  successful  mining  operations,  and 
which  could  be  purchased  at  reasonable  prices, 
were  found  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania 
and  after  careful  examination,  nine  tracts  were 
acquired. 

“Although  some  parties,  who  had  endeavored 
to  mine  coal  on  two  or  three  of  the  properties, 
were  not  successful  in  their  efforts,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  expert  mining  men  that  their  failure 
was  due  to  lack  of  capital,  and  further,  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  operated  slope  mines  and 
worked  only  one  of  the  veins  of  coal.  Since 
then  other  parties  have  expended  sufficient 
sums  to  install  modern  development  in  this 
field  operating  shaft  mines,  with  the  result 
that  their  investment  has  proved  a  profitable 
one. 

“It  was  quite  possible  that  the  amount  of  un¬ 
mined  coal  owned  and  controlled  by  the  com¬ 
pany  December  31,  1904,  might  be  exhausted 
in  less  than  twenty-five  years,  after  which  the 
company  could  no  longer  have  accomplished  the 
purpose  of  its  incorporation  in  ‘opening  and 
of  mining  and  bringing  to  market  a  supply  of 
stone  coal.’  The  possession  of  an  adequate 
reserve  moreover,  justifies  the  company  in 
stimulating  an  increase  in  its  output  and  en¬ 
ables  it  to  better  supply  the  territory  served 
by  it. 

“The  attention  of  this  company  had  been, 
repeatedly  called  to  various  tracts  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  lands  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  as  early  as  the  year  1901,  it  secured 
reports  of  mining  experts  thereon. 

“In  the  summer  of  1905,  after  careful  ex¬ 
amination  was  made  of  the  various  parcels 
of  anthracite  lands,  including  among  others, 
the  tracts  known  as  the  Albright,  Thuron, 
Ronaldson,  Navigation,  Chamberlain,  Schall 
&  Banan,  Sheafer,  Spayd  and  the  Eckel  & 
Spangler,  and  also  tracts  known  as  the 
Holyoke,  Bickel,  Schall  &  Repplier,  Pott  & 
Bannan,  Miller  Bories  and  others. 

“Besides  examining  these  tracts  upon  the 
ground,  by  means  of  outcrops,  the  openings 
and  slopes  thereon,  the  geologist  thoroughly 
studied  the  geological  coal  surveys  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  so  far  as  they  affected 
the  said  properties.  He  also  had  access  to  and 
consulted  the  reports  on  the  several  properties 
made  by  various  mining  engineers  who  had 
previously  examined  the  same.  The  attorneys 
of  the  company  carefully  inquired  into  the 
titles.” 

As  a  result  of  the  examinations,  several 
tracts  were  acquired  in  the  interest  of  the  Hud¬ 
son  Coal  Company,  all  of  the  stock  of  which 
is  owned  by  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Company. 
The  surface  acreage  aggregates  2,434  acres, 
coal  land  area,  3,461,  the  estimated  gross  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  being  650,584,136,  and  the  esti¬ 
mated  tons  of  minable  coal  is  placed  at  423,- 
265,353.  Continuing  the  report  says: 

“The  total  consideration  paid  for  the  prop¬ 
erties  was  $5,219,850,  being  eight  mills  per  ton 
on  the  estimated  gross  tonnage  and  1.23  cents 
per  ton  on  the  estimated  tons  of  minable  coal. 

“The  collieries  and  washeries  of  the  com¬ 
pany  were  operated  to  their  full  capacity  during 
the  year,  producing  6,623,508  tons  of  coal  out 


of  a  total  of  67,109,393  produced  in  the  region. 
At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  were  in  the  sev¬ 
eral  storage  plants  374,984  tons.  The  coal 
production  of  this  company  has  in  the  past 
been  greatly  hampered  by  an  insufficient  sup¬ 
ply  of  railroad  cars.  This  condition  has  been 
overcome  by  the  purchase  of  new  coal  car 
equipment.  The  coal  department  expenses  in¬ 
clude  construction  and  betterments  amounting 
to  $723,551.69.” 

Some  of  the  expenditures  for  the  coal  de¬ 
partment  are  itemized  in  the  report  as  fol¬ 
lows:  New  breakers  and  washeries,  $276,- 

385.84;  sinking  shafts,  shaft  improvements  and 
fans,  $140,057.30;  new  engines,,  boilers,  boiler 
houses  and  fittings,  $13,327.31;  rope  haulage, 
planes  and  rope,  $94,414.53;  tunnels  and  new 
openings,  $57,964.23;  electric  plants  and  ma¬ 
chinery,  $13,024.90  ;  new  pumps  and  pump 
houses,  $41,253.82;  fuel  conveyers,  $17,388.09; 
artesian  wells  and  water  supply,  $49,280.88.  The 
company  acquired  4,000  new  coal  cars  during 
the  year. 


Western  Land  Frauds. 


Reports  from  Colorado  and  Wyoming  arc 
to  the  effect  that  the  courts  there  have 
annulled  indictments  against  prominent  citi¬ 
zens  charged  with  obtaining  possession  of 
government  lands  through  fraudulent  means. 
The  courts  have  declared  that  while  the  coal 
and  timber  lands  in  question  were  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  men  accused  of  having  fraudulent¬ 
ly  acquired  them  there  was  no  evidence  to 
prove  that  the  methods  employed  were  con¬ 
trary  to  law. 

Now  the  cause  for  the  whole  prqsecution  has 
come  out.  It  seems,  from  Denver  advices,  that 
an  inspector  of  the  government  lands  was 
transferred  from  that  field  to  another,  and  his 
place  was  taken  by  a  new  government  em¬ 
ploye.  The  latter,  of  course,  was  anxious  to 
make  a  record  and  in  order  to  do  so  deemed  it 
necessary  to  prove  that  his  predecessor  had 
been  asleep.  He  assumed  that  everything, 
which  he  did  not  understand,  was  of  necessity 
crooked  and  that  his  most  natural  plan  of  pro¬ 
cedure  would  be  to  cry  “corruption”  and  pos¬ 
sibly  prove  that  there  had  been  fraud  in  the 
conduct  of  the  public  business. 

In  consequence,  he  began  to  make  accusa¬ 
tions  and  carried  these  first  to  the  newspaper 
offices.  The  whole  western  territory  was  soon 
in  a  ferment  and  the  matter  was  brought  up 
before  the  grand  jury,  which  returned  indict¬ 
ments  against  some  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Denver.  These  men  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  undergo  the  humiliating  experience 
of  public  denunciation,  of  a  defense  in  the 
courts  and,  at  least,  a  conviction  by  public 
opinion  even  though  the  courts  exonerated 
them.  And  all  this,  according  to  Denver  ad¬ 
vices,  came  about  because  one  political  ap¬ 
pointee,  in  the  western  country,  desired  to 
make  a  record  for  himself  as  a  muckraker. 


New  Haven  Road's  Deficit. 

The  largest  quarterly  deficit  the  New  Haven 
road  has  suffered  since  the  industrial  depres¬ 
sion  of  1893  is  reported  for  the  three  months 
covering  January,  February,  and  March.  The 
total  shortage  was  $668,837,  against  a  surplus 
of  $349,109  for  the  same  months  in  1907. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  road  failed  to 
earn  its  dividend  for  the  last  quarter,  although 
the  usual  two  per  cent  return  was  declared. 
The  excessive  amount  of  the  deficit  was  not, 
however,  generally  believed  possible  till  an¬ 
nounced,  and  the  surplus  of  the  road  has  been 
so  materially  reduced  by  the  subtraction  of  the 
sum  necessary  to  pay  the  dividend  which  was 
not  earned  that  many  financial  experts  think 
that  if  an  equal  shortage  should  result  for  the 
second  quarter  in  1908  the  dividend  would  be 
reduced. 

The  policy  of  rigid  economy  inaugurated  by 
President  Mellen  is  visible  in  the  reduction  of 
the  operating  expenses  to  $8,880,113  for  the 
quarter,  a  decrease  of  $619,530.  The- gross  earn¬ 
ings  were  $10,913,741,  a  decrease  of  $1,756,268 
over  the  first  quarter  of  1907.  The  net  earn¬ 
ings  were  $2,033,627,  a  decrease  of  $1,136,737. 


No.  21] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


15 


News  Local  to  Chicago. 


The  Movements  and  Sayings  of  Coal 
Men  in  the  Western  Metropolis 
are  Recorded. 


J.  W.  Lowe,  who  has  been  in  New  York  for 
several  days,  returned  on  Wednesday. 

Edwin  G.  Temple,  vice-president  of  the  Nel- 
sonville  Coal  Company,  went  to  Toledo  one 
day  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 

The  National  Mining  Company  has  moved 
from  the  Marquette  building  to  the  twelfth  floor 
of  the  Merchants’  Loan  &  Trust  building. 

James  McDonald,  president  of  the  Interstate 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Old  Colony  building, 
spent  a  few  days  of  this  week  in  Toledo  on 
business. 

R.  C.  Cantelou,  western  representative  of  the 
C.  G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Old  Col¬ 
ony  building,  spent  a  few  days  this  week  at 
St.  Johns,  Michigan. 

Herman  J.  Dunker,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Company  at 
Milwaukee  for  the  past  eighteen  years,  has  organ¬ 
ized  the  Milwaukee  &  Chicago  Coal  Company. 

Donald  A.  Sage  of  Sage  &  Co.,  Ellsworth 
building,  left  last  week  for  a  trip  to  Europe, 
where  he  expects  to  spend  at  least  two  months, 
not  being  expected  back  in  Chicago  until  late 
in  July. 

W.  S.  Haddeway,  sales  agent  of  the  St. 
Louis-Carterville  Coal  Company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  St.  Louis,  arrived  here  on  Thurs¬ 
day  to  spend  a  few  days  before  proceeding  on 
a  trip  to  the  northwest,  St.  Paul  being  his 
ultimate  destination.  , 

William  B.  Onions,  formerly  connected  with 
the  Chicago  office  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Company,  but  now  a  resident  of 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  where  he  is  connected  with 
Windatt  &  Co.,  spent  the  week  in  Chicago  call¬ 
ing  on  his  many  friends  in  the  trade.  /“Billy 
B.”  says  Winnipeg  is  a  great  old  town,  but  it 
does  not  quite  come  up  to  the  Windy  City. 

The  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  has 
put  into  effect  a  system  of  making  collections 
for  the  members  of  that  organization  and 
while  it  was  only  installed  late  in  April  and 
has  not  had  really  time  to  get  a  start  and  al¬ 
though  the  members  so  far  have  not  patron¬ 
ized  this  new  department  to  any  extent,  Com¬ 
mission  Hallock  has  been  able  to  collect  $649.- 
56  on  bills  which  had  apparently  been  consid¬ 
ered  hopeless  by  the  members  of  the  associa¬ 
tion. 

The  many  friends  of  Morton  Otis  will  be 
pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  succeeded  in  organ¬ 
izing  the  Big  Sandy  Coal  Company,  backed  by 
Charles  T.  Hellier  of  Boston  and  other  influential 
eastern  capitalists.  This  company  will  make  a 
specialty  of  Marrowbone  coal  which  is  mined  at 
Hellier,  Ky.,  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad. 
With  offices  in  Chicago  and  Hamilton,  Ohio,  the 
new  company  starts  out  under  very  favorable 
auspices.  The  Hamilton  office  is  in  charge  of 
Paul  C.  Mansfield. 

On  Friday  afternoon  of  this  week  the  rail¬ 
road  commissioners  began  the  hearing  of 
the  attitude  of  railroads  and  shippers  of  Chi¬ 
cago  toward  the  question  of  revising  rule  23, 
laid  down  by  the  State  Railway  and  Ware¬ 
house  Commission,  which  governs  the  switch¬ 
ing  rates  in  cities  of  Illinois.  It  is  realized,  of 
course,  that  these  rules  apply  only  on  switch¬ 
ing  inside  of  Chicago,  no  other  cities  in  the 
state  comprehending  such  distances  as  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  new  tariff. 

It  was  reported  this  week  that  one  big  shipper 
of  Pocahontas  coal  had  made  a  contract  to  de¬ 
liver  150,000  tons  in  Chicago  within  the  next 
year  on  a  basis  of  $1.10  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  mine-run.  The  circular  price  on  this  coal 
is  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  The  larger  companies 
have  striven  diligently  to  keep  the  price  of  coal 
up  to  circular,  but  tire  extraordinary  shipments 
into  the  Chicago  market  have  tended  to  break 


the  spot  value.  Where  the  spot  prices  range 
all  the  way  from  seventy  cents  on  poor  coal  to 
$1.15  on  the  best  grade  it  is  not  surprising  to 
hear  reports  that  a  contract  for  a  satisfactory 
block  of  first-class  coal  is  made  at  the  figure 
stipulated. 

Apropos  of  absolutely  nothing  at  all,  it  seems 
a  good  general  rule  for  the  cities  to  adopt  to 
be  sure  where  the  money  is  coming  from  before 
a  convention  is  invited  to  assemble  there  at  any 
given  time.  Very  briefly,  if  a  city  cannot,  on 
its  own  responsibility  and  with  its  own  funds, 
entertain  its  own  guests  as  it  thinks  its  guests 
ought  to  be  entertained,  the  thing  to  do  is  to  let 
some  other  city  become  host  when  that  other  city 
can  and  will  take  care  of  the  honors  properly 
and  with  credit.  It  would  look  foolish  of  a 
man  to  give  a  reception  at  his  house  and  then 
beg  of  his  neighbors  the  funds  with  which  to 
provide  the  entertainment.  When  a  city  goes 
begging  all  over  the  country  for  money  to  help 
entertain  it  puts  itself  in  about  the  same  unenvi¬ 
able  position. 

The  Chicago  coal  trade  was  shocked  this  week 
on  hearing  of  the  violent  death  of  R.  C.  P. 
Holmes,  purchasing  agent  of  the  Commonwealth 
Edison  Company,  which  occurred  May  21.  Mr. 
Holmes  was  in  entire  charge  of  the  purchasing 
department,  and  in  his  capacity  as  purchasing 
agent  came  in  contact  with  many  coal  men.  He 
was  a  valuable  employe  of  the  company — the 
oldest  in  point  of  service  in  Chicago.  He  has 
been  with  the  company  and  its  predecessor,  the 
Chicago  Edison  Company,  since  its  organization, 
coming  to  Chicago  from  the  Pacific  coast  when 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Holmes  was 
born  in  England  in  1863.  From  the  position  of 
helper  in  the  wire  department  of  the  Edison 
company  his  rise  was  rapid  until  his  death. 
In  1882  he  married  Miss  Mary  Kinney  of  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wis.,  who  with  a  son  and  a  daughter 
are  his  survivors.  The  funeral  will  take  place 
Saturday  at  1  o’clock  from  his  late  residence, 
No.  6447  Monroe  avenue,  and  the  interment 
will  be  at  Mount  Olivet. 

On  Friday  night  of  this  week  Milton  E.  Rob¬ 
inson  of  the  Milton  E.  Robinson  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  and  president  of  the  Chicago  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  decided  to  try  his  hand  as  a 
minstrel  man  and  so  appeared  in  an  amateur 
performance  at  a  minstrel  show  given  by  a 
South  Side  blue  lodge.  A  number  of  coal  men 
attended  the  performance  to  see  whether,  in 
their  opinion,  Mr.  Robinson’s  great  forte  is  a 
coal  salesman  or  a  public  atnuser.  Some  are 
of  the  opinion  that  unless  the  coal  business 
picks  up  pretty  soon,  a  good  many  of  the 
members  of  the  trade  will  have  to  don  cap 
and  bells  or  resort  to  something  of  that  kind  to 
turn  an  honest  penny,  because  the  buying  of 
coal  is  not  lively  enough  to  guarantee  profits. 

In  giving  his  opinion  of  the  market  one 
Dearborn  street  coal  man  on  Wednesday  in¬ 
sinuated  that  screenings  are  as  scarce  as  snow 
balls  in  that  proverbial  region  which  is  domi¬ 
nated  by  the  gentleman  with  horns  and  a 
cloven  hoof.  The  extreme  unction  with  which 
this  statement  was  put  forth  might  naturally 
lead  one  to  the  conclusion  that  the  coal  sales¬ 
man  had  sold  something  which  he  did  not  pos¬ 
sess  and  was  trying  to  cover  up  his  shorts. 
The  fact  is,  however,  that  screenings  are  a 
pretty  scarce  article  in  Chicago,  which  accounts 
for  the  prices  that  have  been  paid  within  the 
last  week  or  such  a  matter. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  acting  western  manager 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  came  up  from  Cincinnati  where  his  head¬ 
quarters  are  located,  and  spent  a  few  days  in 
Chicago  this  week.  In  speaking  about  condi¬ 
tions,  especially  in  the  smokeless  trade,  he 
made  the  prediction  that,  before  the  middle  of 
August,  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  coal  will  be  selling  at  $2.00  or  a  premium  of 
forty  cents,  while  run-of-mine  coal  will  be  com¬ 
paratively  as  high.  Mr.  Burlingham  bases  his 
opinion  upon  a  statement  which  portrays  the 
fact.  This  is  that  no  smokeless  coal  has  as 
yet  been  moved  to  the  northwest  by  the  lake 
route.  Almost  sixty  days’  time  has  been  lost 
in  getting  a  start  and  consequently  so  much 
more  coal  will  have  to  be  moved  when  the 
boats  are  actually  running.  There  will  be  a 
demand  for  all  kinds  of  coal  and  consequently 


the  output  of  most  of  the  mines  in  the  West 
Virginia  field  will  be  turned  toward  the  lake. 
This  will  practically  turn  smokeless  coal  off 
the  all-rail  market  for  the  next  three  or  four 
months  and  those  who  want  to  lay  in  stocks  or 
supply  themselves  for  immediate  use  will  have 
to  pay  the  price  demanded  by  the  operators. 
Mr.  Burlingham’s  logic  on  this  question  can 
not  be  contested,  because  it  is  sound.  It  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen  whether  conditions  this  sum¬ 
mer  are  logical  or  not.  Confessedly  there  are 
a  few  jobbers  in  smokeless  coal  who  have  not 
the  same  degree  of  confidence  as  that  ex¬ 
pressed  by  Mr.  Burlingham. 


Earnings  of  Miners. 


Figures  have  just  been  compiled  from  the 
payrolls  of  some  of  the  anthracite  coal  mining 
companies,  showing  the  earnings  of  capable 
contract  miners  since  the  November  panic. 
These  figures  indicate  that  the  anthracite  mine 
workers  have  fared  better  during  the  business 
depression  than  almost  all  other  classes  of 
labor. 

At  one  of  the  large  collieries  in  the  Middle 
Field  the  net  earnings  of  sixty  efficient  miners 
were  computed;  the  table  shows  that  each  of 
the  sixty  earned,  on  the  average,  $4.44  for  each 
working  day.  Several  of  them  earned  more 
than  $100  a  month.  At  another  colliery  there  were 
six  miners  who  earned,  respectively,  $5.03,  $6.14, 
$6.52,  $6.75,  $8.00  and  $9.15  a  day.  The  record 
of  eighteen  capable  men  at  still  another  mine 
shows  average  daily  earnings  of  $4.77. 

There  is  considerable  variation  among  indi¬ 
viduals,  because,  as  the  Anthracite  Coal  Strike 
Commission  said  in  its  report,  “experience, 
natural  capacity,  aptitude  for  the  work,  indi¬ 
vidual  industry  and  habits  of  sobriety  materi¬ 
ally  affect  the  amount  that  is  earned.” 

Under  the  award  of  the  Strike  Commission, 
now  in  force,  the  minimum  rate  at  which 
miners  are  paid  must  remain  fixed,  regardless 
of  business  depression  or  any  other  circum¬ 
stance.  Their  earnings  rise,  however,  with  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  coal,  in  accordance  with  the 
“sliding  scale”  established  by  the  Commission. 
With  every  advance  of  5  cents  above  $4.50 
per  ton  in  the  selling  price  of  the  domestic,  or 
larger  sizes,  at  tidewater,  the  mine  workers’ 
pay  is  increased  1  per  cent.  It  happens,  owing 
to  the  market  conditions,  that  April  is  the 
only  month  in  the  year  during  which  the 
minimum  wage  prevails. 

Comparison  between  the  figures  gathered  by 
the  Strike  Commission  of  1902.  and  today’s 
figures  show  how  the  cost  of  labor  in  mining 
has  increased  in  the  last  five  years.  The  Com¬ 
mission’s  report  included  a  table  which  gave 
the  annual  earnings  of  the  employes  who  work 
throughout  the  year  for  one  company.  There 
were  ten  contract  miners,  in  the  list,  who 
earned  over  $1,000  each  that  year. 


Machines  Needed. 

Consul-General  William  H.  Michael,  of  Cal¬ 
cutta,  again  calls  attention  to  the  growing  in¬ 
terest  in  India  in  more  modern  coal  mining 
methods.  He  writes: 

Speaking  of  the  growing  difficulty  in  obtain¬ 
ing  laborers  for  the  new  coal  mines  being 
opened  in  India,  a  writer  in  a  leading  trade 
paper  published  in  India  says: 

Better  and  more  machinery  must  be  used; 
machines  and  men  must  be  used  together — not 
men  alone.  The  time  is  ripe  for  the  adoption 
of  the  most  up-to-date  methods  available  in 
order  to  capture  the  present  market.  It  is  no 
time  for  hesitation.  There  are  plenty  of  ma¬ 
chines  to  be  bought,  machines  of  which  thou¬ 
sands  are  in  use,  and  about  which  there  is 
nothing  new  enough  to  warrant  any  doubt 
as  to  their  capacity  and  value.  Other  countries 
have  done  the  experimenting,  and  in  doing  so 
have  reduced  the  risks  of  failures  for  others  to 
nothing. 

The  writer  refers  to  the  success  of  coal  min¬ 
ing  in  the  United  States,  and  ascribes  it  to  the 
high-grade  machinery  used  in  mining  and 
handling  coal.  It  is  suggested  that  the  coal¬ 
mine  owners  in  India  would  gain  much  infor¬ 
mation  and  ultimate  profits  by  sending  a  man 
to  the  United  States  to  investigate  and  pur¬ 
chase  machinery  needed. 
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While  it  requires  twelve  months  to  produce  enough 
Buying  Coal  domestic  coal — especially  anthracite — to  satisfy  the 
in  Season  demands,  consumption  seldom  covers  a  period  of 
more  than  six  months.  Since  the  producers  can  not 
handle  this  business  in  half  a  year’s  time  some  arrangement  must  be 
made  to  divide  the  production,  distribution  and  storage  among  the  twelve 


months. 

How  best  to  make  division  is  the  problem.  Anthracite  mines  have  a 
capacity  of  about  5,500,000  tons  a  month.  Every  pound  of  this  coal  is  re¬ 
quired  in  the  winter  and  even  then,  sometimes,  there  is  not  quite  enough 
to  go  around.  If  the  mines  had  to  produce  coal,  as  sold,  only  one-half 
to  one-third  of  the  country  requirements  would  be  met.  These  producing 
concerns  have  storage  docks  with  a  capacity  of  about  four  million  'tons, 
or  less  than  a  month’s  supply.  When  these  storage  docks  are  full  the 
companies  must  stop  producing  in  excess  of  what  is  actually  required 


by  the  trade. 

Moreover,  if  the  buyers  should  want  all  of  their  coal  delivered  in 
the  winter  the  railroads  could  not  haul  it  and  the  dealers  would  not  have 
teams  enough  to  deliver  it  after  it  had  reached  the  cities.  From  this  it 
is  impossible  to  expect  the  anthracite  coal  to  be  produced  when  needed, 
or,  in  fact,  taken  from  the  ground  in  sufficient  quantities  to  last  the  year 
round  unless  the  companies  are  given  rather  a  liberal  support  from  all 
sides.  Apparently  it  is  necessary  first  that  the  dealers  take  in  and  store 
some  coal  and,  second,  that  the  consumers  buy  part  of  their  needs  from 
the  dealers. 

A  tendency  is  manifest  this  year  to  put  off  the  buying  of  anthracite 
and  other  domestic  coals  because  a  money  stringency  exists.  If  the  con¬ 
sumer  adopts  this  attitude  he  embarrasses  the  retail  dealer  who  will  not 
be  able  to  purchase  from  the  producer,  and  since  the  latter  can  not  carry 
the  burden  alone  he  will  have  to  shut  down  production.  These  things 
make  it  appear  that  unless  all  concerned  are  more  or  less  liberal  in  their 
policies  there  is  going  to  be  a  shortage  of  domestic  coal — especially  an¬ 
thracite — next  winter. 


Members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
Lessons  From  have  taught  the  coal  operators  a  lesson,  the  value 
Labor  Unions  w^'c^  can  t>e  realized  if  the  latter  are  willing  to 
learn.  In  the  recent  discussion  of  conditions  and 
wage  agreements  for  the  next  two  years  the  union  as  a  whole  voted  on 
every  question.  The  operators,  not  seeing  the  advantage  of  any  such 
method,  voted  by  states  or  districts.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  conference 
it  was  found  that,  with  practically  everything  in  favor  of  the  operators, 
the  miners  were  able  to  win  greater  advantages  than,  in  many  instances, 
the  operators  were  willing  to  concede. 

Ample  illustration  of  this  is  found  in  the  case  where  the  mine  oper¬ 
ators  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana  wanted  to  contract 
with  the  union.  Regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  operators  of  only  three 
states  were  interested,  and  that  only  the  miners  of  the  same  territory 
were  vitally  concerned  the  entire  membership  of  the  union  had  a  voice. 
The  unions  took  no  chance  of  having  one  part  of  its  organization  sin¬ 
gled  out  and  grilled  unmercifully  by  the  operators,  hence  driven  to  de¬ 


feat.  Against  this  plan  of  action  no  successful  indictment  can  be  brought. 
The  miner  is  a  free  agent  and  his  right  to  vote  on  any  and  all  questions 
is  vouchsafed  by  the  constitution  and  the  law.  The  union  was  simply 
smart  enough  to  stand  together— a  nation  of  workers  pitted  against  the 
state  of  operators.  As  things  turned  out  it  really  did  not  prove  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  miners  to  present  an  united  or  national  front  to  the  opera¬ 
tors,  but  nevertheless  the  operators  felt  constantly  the  superior  weight 
of  the  opposition  and,  in  some  instances,  yielded  a  few  minor  points. 

The  operators,  on  the  other  hand,  failed  to  stand  together.  In  some 
sections  the  various  states  are  now  further  apart  than  ever  before — 
witness  the  division  of  the  central  competitive  field  and  the  individual  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  state  of  Illinois.  All  through  the  conferences  the  operators 
were  in  danger  of  sustaining  just  that  sort  of  a  blow  which  the  miners 
had  guarded  against — -being  divided  into  groups  and  ground  to  pieces  in 
small  squads  instead  of  presenting  a  solid  phalanx  front  to  the  opposi¬ 
tion.  It  is  impossible  for  the  mine  operators  to  succeed  in  any  big  con¬ 
ference  or  controversy  if  they  themselves  are  split  up  by  small  jealousies 
and  yield  to  little  spites.  Under  such  circumstances  they  can  not  hope 
to  sustain  any  united  action.  The  cause  of  one  should  be  the  cause  of  all. 

The  labor  union  has  really  a  national  organization,  not  only  in  scope, 
but  in  its  voting  plan.  Under  some  circumstances  it  may  be  a  little 
unwieldy,  but  under  all  circumstances  it  is  effective.  Apparently  there 
is  nothing  but  lack  of  harmony  to  prevent  the  mine  operators  from  hav¬ 
ing  the  same  kind  of  a  national  organization;  from  voting  in  a  solid 
body  as  do  the  miners;  and,  in  fact,  from  co-operating  on  all  questions 
where  interests  are  mutual.  In  that  way  no  state  or  combination  of 
states  will  be  permitted  to  take  independent  action  to  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  other  states  or  communities  of  states. 


The  governors  of  the  various  states  have  been  to 
Conserving  the  Washington  to  confer  with  the  president  about  con¬ 
serving  the  supply  of  natural  resources.  The  coun¬ 
try  has  been  regaled  by  statements  showing  how 
rapidly  we  are  using  our  coal  supply.  Similar  statements  have  been  made 
about  other  resources.  The  result  has  been  that  the  country  is  aroused 
and  the  alarm  signal  has  been  effectively  hoisted  by  the  political  powers. 
When  that  was  done  the  furore  apparently  was  ended. 

Some  measures  of  relief  were  suggested,  it  is  true,  but  they  proved 
wholly  political.  New  laws,  stafe  and  federal,  were  suggested  and  great 
care  was  taken  to  advise  that  public  land  should  not  be  sold  to  private 
individuals.  All  of  this  sounds  splendid,  and,  perhaps,  is  good  enough, 
provided  someone  goes  further  and  gets  at  the  real  kernel  of  the  sub¬ 
ject.  For  instance,  complaint  is  made  that  we  burn  too  much  coal,  thus 
leaving  the  natural  inference  that  our  supply  will  run  out  before  long. 
Some  have  sapiently  suggested  that  the  way  to  prevent  this  is  not  to 
burn  so  much  coal,  and,  therefore,  that  government  lands  should  be  kept 
in  the  hands  of  the  state.  Nevertheless,  all  the  coal  that  is  mined  is  sold 
and  burned  in  any  given  year. 

It  is  apparent  from  this  that  if  there  is  any  waste  in  its  use  it  is  that 
of  the  consumer  and  not  the  coal  producer.  That  being  the  case,  the 
complaint  of  the  legislators  is  naturally  against  the  coal  consumer  and 
not  the  mine  operator,  hence  the  subject  is  one  for  education  and  not 
for  legislation. 

If  the  state  is  interested  it  should  show  the  coal  consumer  how  to 
cut  down  his  fuel  bills  and  not  try  to  lay  the  blame  upon  the  coal  oper¬ 
ators,  who  are  not  at  fault  because  they  sell  as  much  a6  somebody  wants 
to  buy.  Statistics  show  that  steam  boilers  lose  ninety-five  per  cent  of 
the  power  in  the  coal  burned  in  the  fire  box.  This  seems  rather  ex¬ 
traordinary,  but  is  easily  understood  when  it  is  explained  that  this  arises 
through  improper  methods  of  burning  the  coal;  too  great  radiation  being 
permitted  in  the  boiler  tubes;  the  collection  of  boiler  scale  and  hence  the 
use  of  too  much  coal  to  evaporate  a  given  amount  of  water;  and,  finally, 
the  necessity  to  overcome  dead  centers  in  piston  engines,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  tremendous  loss  of  power  in  transmitting  energy  from  the  engine 
to  the  machine  to  be  driven. 

Those  who  are  striving  to  inculcate  the  spirit  of  conservation  should 
do  something  to  inspire  a  new  invention  that  will  stop  this  loss,  in  the 
meantime  paying  less  attention  to  the  minor  matter  of  coal  land  tenure. 
It  seems,  however,  that  official  attention  is  so  riveted  upon  the  less  im¬ 
portant  problem  that  the  most  important  question  can  hardly  be  dis¬ 
cerned.  Apparently  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  nation  is  in  need  of 
another  Solon  who  can  find  some  way  to  regulate  this  traffic  by  statute 
when  in  reality  we  do  not  need  a  lawyer  at  all,  but  a  great  mechanic. 
The  nation,  apparently,  is  in  need  of  some  such  mechanic  to  revise  the 
method  of  power  generation  and  transmission  if  the  much  mooted  coal 
supply  is  going  to  be  conserved  for  the  use  of  future  generations. 


Fuel  Supply 
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Railroad  Cars  Must  Be  Divided  Evenly 


Interstate  Commerce  Commission  Says  Carrier  Has  No  Right  to  Use  Equipment  as  Part  Payment  for 

Coal  to  Detriment  of  Other  Producers. 


The  full  decision  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  in  the  case  of  Glenn  W.  Traer,  re¬ 
ceiver  of  the  Illinois  Collieries  Company, 
against  the  Chicago  &  Alton  railroad,  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Peoria  &  St.  Louis  Railway  Company  and 
the  Illinois  Central  Railway  Company  has  been 
given  out  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion.  This  goes  rather  elaborately  into  the 
statement  of  conditions  and  then  draws  a  con¬ 
clusion  which  is  of  importance  to  the  entire 
trade.  As  all  of  the  matters  under  discussion 
were  of  the  same  general  nature,  the  cases 
were  heard  together  and  one  decision  covers 
them  all.  In  the  statement  of  conditions  it  is 
made  clear  that  the  plaintiff  has  not  sold  coal 
to  the  railroad  company  nor  used  foreign  or 
private  cars. 

The  same  statement  of  conditions  shows  it 
has  been  the  practice  of  the  railway  company 
in  distributing  this  equipment  to  make  a  daily 
mine  rating.  Under  the  system  established 
each  mine  is  entitled  to  such  a  percentage  of 
the  cars  as  its  tonnage  rating  bears  to  the  to¬ 
tal  number  of  cars  available  for  commercial 
purposes.  Under  the  old  method  of  doing  busi¬ 
ness  the  railroad  company  proceeded  to  dis¬ 
tribute  its  fuel  cars  and  then  began  to  dis¬ 
tribute  the  remaining  cars  as  if  no  cars  had 
been  given  to  any  mines  previously.  The  com¬ 
plainant  declared  that  the  distribution  should 
not  consider  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  coal  but 
should  confine  itself  to  the  coal  produced  and 
endeavor  to  equalize  the  output  of  the  mines 
according  to  the  accepted  ratings. 

The  defendants  conceded  in  the  briefs  filed 
that  the  ruling  of  the  commission  in  the  case 
of  the  Railroad  Commission  of  Ohio  against 
the  Hocking  Valley  Railway  Company  elimi¬ 
nated  the  question  of  private  and  foreign  cars, 
and  hence  confined  its  attention  to  the  count¬ 
ing  of  the  company’s  fuel  cars  in  the  pro  rata 
for  commercial  purposes.  The  defendants 
pleaded  in  extenuation  of  its  practice  the  fact 
that  the  cost  of  their  coal  was  reduced  by  the 
old  method  and  also  that  any  other  method 
would  create  the  danger  of  their  not  being  able  to 
make  contracts.  It  was  contended  that  if  a 
shipper  has  a  railroad  contract  and  can  get  the 
cars  for  the  railroad  coal  without  cutting  down 
the  allotment  for  commercial  use  he  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage  over  a  competitor  in  the  matter  of 
working  his  mine  and  keeping  an  organization 
together.  The  carriers  reply  in  effect  to  the 
coal  companies: 

“You  had  an  opportunity  to  contract  with  us 
to  supply  a  certain  percentage  of  our  coal  and 
refused  to  do  so.”  The  Commission  holds: 
“Products  offered  to  a  carrier  for  shipment 
represent  the  output  in  excess  of  the  amount 
required  in  a  community  and  since  the  railroad 
is  a  common  carrier  it  must  treat  all  with 
equal  consideration.  One  industry  can  not  be 
built  up  by  granting  to  it  privileges  denied  to 
another.  All  must  share  alike  the  fortune  and 
adversity  of  a  railroad.” 

Limits  of  Car  Movement. 

The  Commission  also  holds  that  unless  to 
supply  itself  with  fuel  a  railroad  should  not 
send  its  cars  to  the  mines  off  its  road  for  coal 
and  deprive  the  mines  perhaps  wholly  reliant 
upon  it  of  their  quota  of  cars,  hence  having  the 
effect  of  curtailing  the  already  restricted  sup¬ 
ply  of  equipment.  The  Commission  holds  that 
the  carrier  owes  an  especial  duty  to  industries 
solely  dependant  upon  it  for  transportation 
facilities. 

The  Commission  continues:  “A  carrier  may, 
of  course,  send  its  equipment  from  its  line  for 
the  things  that  are  necessary  and  essential  for 
its  own  operation.  This  right  arose  from  the 
consideration  of  public  policy  which  recog¬ 
nizes  the  duty  of  a  carrier  to  operate  its  line 
and  the  diverting  of  equipment  in  that  instance 
is  predicated  on  necessity.  It  is  not  an  inher¬ 
ent  right  grounded  on  private  contract.” 


A  little  further  on  the  Commission  makes 
this  rather  significant  statement:  “The  car¬ 
rier  must  arrange  in  advance  by  ownership  or 
contract  for  its  fuel  supply,  otherwise  its  abil¬ 
ity  to  perform  its  functions  would  be  as  un¬ 
certain  as  its  fuel  supply.  If  a  carrier  and  mine 
only  make  a  contract  for  the  fuel  supply  of  the 
carrier,  which  does  violence  to  the  act  to 
regulate  comiiterce,  or  to  the  decisions  of  the 
court,  or  is  opposed  to  public  policy,  they  are 
in  no  better  position  than  the  parties  to  any 
contract  which  violates  legal  principles  relating 
thereto.” 

Summing  up  the  case  in  question,  the  Com¬ 
mission  uses  the  following  language  which  is 
worthy  of  reproduction: 

Summary  of  Case. 

“Fuel  is  as  necessary  to  the  operation  of  a 
railroad  as  are  rails,  roadbed,  and  other  equip¬ 
ment.  Without  it  a  carrier  could  serve  no 
one.  The  right  of  a  carrier  to  own  mines  for 
its  fuel  supply  is  conceded  in  the  law.  The 
right  of  a  carrier  to  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  its  fuel  supply  with  one  mine  or  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  mines  must  be  conceded,  as  must  also 
the  right  to  utilize  its  facilities  in  providing 
and  transporting  those  materials  and  supplies 
that  are  essential  to  the  operation  of  its  lines. 
In  fact,  a  carrier  must  arrange  in  advance,  by 
ownership  or  contract,  for  its  fuel  supply. 
Otherwise  its  ability  to  perform  its  functions 
would  be  as  uncertain  as  its  fuel  supply.  For 
that  reason  a  carrier  may  contract  for  its  fuel 
supply,  and  in  so  far  as  the  contract  is  not  op¬ 
posed  to  public  policy  or  in  conflict  with  the 
statutes  or  the  rules  of  law  announced  by  the 
courts,  it  must  be  regarded  as  any  other  private 
contract.  Any  contract  of  lawful  subject-mat¬ 
ter,  regardless  of  the  character  of  the  parties, 
is  made  with  reference  to  the  law  applicable 
thereto  and  all  principles  of  public  policy  in¬ 
volved  therein,  the  statutes  and  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  relating  thereto,  become  as  ef¬ 
fectually  a  part  of  the  contract  as  if  they  had 
been  expressly  referred  to  therein.  If  a  carrier 
and  a  mine  owner  make  a  contract  for  the  fuel 
supply  of  the  carrier  which  does  violence  to 
the  act  to  regulate  commerce  or  to  the  deci¬ 
sions  of  the  courts  or  is  opposed  to  public  pol¬ 
icy,  they  are  in  no  better  position  than  the 
parties  to  any  other  contract  which  violates  the 
legal  principles  relating  thereto.  A  carrier 
can  not  inject  illegalities  into  such  contract 
and  have  it  upheld  on  the  ground  of  compelling 
necessity.  Public  policy  has  never  permitted 
a  carrier  to  procure  its  operating  necessities 
by  means  of  illegal  contracts. 

Right  of  Contract. 

“A  carrier  may  lawfully  get  the  coal  that  it 
needs  so  long  as  it  does  not  violate  the  rights 
of  or  fail  in  its  duty  to  the  public.  It  must 
make  this  contract  as  it  must  make  all  others, 
keeping  in  view  its  duty  to  perform  its  pub¬ 
lic  functions  and  to  avoid  injury  or  damage 
to  its  shippers  by  reason  of  unjust  discrimina¬ 
tion,  undue  preference,  or  unreasonable  dis¬ 
advantage  growing  out  of  such  contract  or  the 
performance  thereof.  If  a  contract  for  fuel 
covers  such  supply  as  the  carrier  reasonably 
needs  for  its  operation  and  a  period  of  car 
shortage  comes  it  can  use  its  equipment  to  pro¬ 
cure  its  fuel  even  though  it  thereby  deprives 
shippers  along  its  line  of  desired  use  thereof. 
As  before  observed,  however,  this  right  to  so 
use  its  cars  rests  not  upon  the  ground  of  pri¬ 
vate  contract,  but  upon  the  necessity  that  it 
have  fuel.  But  if  a  carrier  had  a  contract  for 
more  cars  of  fuel  per  day  than  it  needed, 
neither  such  contract  nor  considerations  of 
public  policy  which  recognize  the  public  neces¬ 
sity  for  fuel,  would  justify  it  during  a  period 
of  car  shortage  in  using  its  equipment  for  a 


superfluous  supply  when  such  equipment  was 
demanded  and  needed  by  the  shippers  and  the 
public. 

“It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  ques¬ 
tion  of  car  distribution  is  of  importance  only 
during  periods  when  the  carrier  is  unable  to 
furnish  all  the  cars  desired  by  the  shippers. 
Generally  speaking,  this  inability  so  far  as  coal 
shipments  are  concerned  prevails  during  about 
four  or  five  months  of  the  winter  season,  when 
the  demand  for  coal  is  the  greatest  and  the 
prices  of  coal  the  highest.  During  the  other 
portion  of  the  year  the  carriers  generally  have 
a  surplus  of  idle  coal  cars. 

The  Ohio  Decision. 

“In  Railroad  Commission  of  Ohio  v.  H.  V. 
Ry.  Co.,  supra,  the  Commission  held  that  pri¬ 
vately  owned  or  leased  cars  of  foreign  i*il- 
ways  sent  for  foreign  railway  fuel  must  be  as¬ 
signed  to  the  parties  by  whom  owned  or 
leased,  or  to  whom  consigned,  but  that  all 
such  cars  must  be  counted  against  the  dis¬ 
tributive  shares  of  such  parties.  Any  other 
holding  would  open  the  door  to  unjust  dis¬ 
crimination  between  shippers  of  commercial 
coal,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  cars  of 
foreign  railway  fuel  are  commercial  shipments 
in  so  far  as  the  carrier  transporting  them  for 
another  carrier  is  concerned.  Such  shipments 
may  not  be  given  discriminatory  or  preferen¬ 
tial  rates. 

“The  transportation  by  a  carrier  of  its  own 
fuel  over  its  own  lines  presents  a  somewhat 
different  question.  Conditions  and  circum¬ 
stances  vary  in  different  localities,  but  where 
a  carrier  contracts  for  fuel  coal  with  certain 
mines  located  on  its  lines  and  served  by  it, 
which  also  compete  with  other  mines  similarly 
located,  in  the  sale  of  commercial  coal,  the 
carrier  may  not  unjustly  discriminate  in  favor 
of  the  mine  that  accepts  its  proffered  contract 
and  thus  work  undue  prejudice  against  the  mine 
that  does  not  accept  such  contract.  Conceding 
fully  the  right  of  the  carrier  to  use  its  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  securing  its  own  fuel 
supply,  even  though  shippers  at  the  same  time 
desire  the  use  of  that  equipment,  and  conced¬ 
ing  the  right  of  the  carrier  to  secure  its  fuel 
supply  either  from  mines  which  it  owns  or 
those  whose  entire  output  it  purchases,  we  are 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  where  a  carrier  pur¬ 
chases  a  portion  of  the  output  of  a  mine  which 
is  competing  with  other  mines  on  its  lines  in 
commercial  markets,  it  may  not  discriminate 
in  favor  of  such  mine  by  failing  to  count 
against  it  in  the  distribution  of  cars  those  cars 
which  it  furnishes  to  that  mine  for  its  own  fuel. 

“In  these  cases  we  think  that  as  to  pri¬ 
vately  owned  or  leased  cars  and  foreign  rail¬ 
way  fuel  cars  the  rule,  laid  down  in  Railroad 
Commission  of  Ohio  v.  H.  V.  Ry.  Co.,  supra, 
should  apply.  We  think  that  the  Chicago  & 
Alton  Railroad  Company  has  a  right  to  con¬ 
fine  the  hopper-bottom  cars  referred  to  to  the 
hauling  of  its  fuel  supply,  but  that  they,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  other  cars  used  by  the  defend¬ 
ants  upon  their  own  lines  for  transportation 
of  their  own  fuel  supply,  should  be  counted 
against  the  distributive  share  of  the  mine  or 
mines  to  which  given,  except  in  cases  where 
the  carrier  owns  or  purchases  the  entire  out¬ 
put  of  the  mine  for  its  fuel  supply.” 


It  is  officially  announced  that  at  a  special 
term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  of  New 
York  permission  was  given  the  Meyer-Denker 
&  Hohrie  Company,  dealers  in  coal,  with  yards 
and  pockets  at  the  foot  of  Fifth  street  on  East 
river,  New  York  City,  to  change  its  name  to 
the  Meyer-Denker-Sinram  Company,  this  change 
taking  effect  on  May  11.  Of  the  old  company 
J.  H.  Meyer  was  president,  G.  F.  Sinram  was 
vice-president  and  D.  Denker  was  secretary  and 
treasurer. 
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General  Review. 


Contract  Buying  Is  Held  Up  While  Pro 
ducers  Scrutinize  Credits  of 
the  Consumers. 


Definite  policies  are  being  mapped  out  by  the 
coal  producing  companies  with  regard  to  their 
contract  business  for  this  year.  A  tone  of  con¬ 
servatism  is  manifest  throughout,  the  keynote 
of  which  is  that  collections  must  be  kept  practi¬ 
cally  up  to  the  minute. 

This  policy  was  inaugurated  practically  by  a 
decision  of  the  anthracite  producing  companies 
in  demanding  that  settlements  should  be  made 
within  thirty  days.  That  was  followed  by  scru¬ 
tinizing  the  standing  of  the  various  dealers  and 
the  industrial  status  of  the  city  in  which  the 
coal  dealer  was  doing  business.  The  bituminous 
operators  fell  in  line,  their  first  action  being 
to  withdraw  the  old  practice  of  granting  six 
months’  time  on  ex-lake  coal.  Then  they  began 
to  refuse  to  make  contracts  with  concerns  the 
financial  standing  of  which  was  not  fully  deter¬ 
mined.  The  mining  companies  have  not  sufficient 
money  with  which  to  carry  their  customers  in¬ 
definitely.  Dealers  are  also  without  funds,  and 
since  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  and  since  the 
operators  cannot  afford  to  sell,  right  now,  it 
is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  transactions  will 
be  slow.  Moreover,  shipments  will  be  delayed 
so  long  this  summer  and  so  much  shipping  and 
producing  will  have  to  be  crowded  into  the  win¬ 
ter  a  possible  shortage  of  coal  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pected. 

An  apparent  discrepancy  between  production 
and  sales  exists  and  one  may  expect  to  find 
that  prices  trend  to  lower  levels.  In  the  matter 
of  production,  anthracite  output  is  practically 
normal  for  this  time  of  the  year.  The  extent  of 
the  May  output  was  decided  by  the  companies 
after  a  shortage  had  been  shown  in  April.  Only 
two  holidays  are  expected  to  be  celebrated  this 
month  and  none  is  scheduled  for  next.  Pitts¬ 
burgh  reports  indicate  that,  on  account  of  the 
resumption  of  the  steel  mills,  the  output  of  coal 
and  coke  has  been  materially  increased.  Ohio 
has  ended  all  discussion  with  its  miners  and  has 
started  to  ship  some  coal  to  the  lake  routes. 
Moreover,  it  is  supplying  a  reasonable  quantity 
to  the  all-rail  markets.  Indiana  mines,  with  few 
exceptions,  are  closed  on  account  of  labor  trou¬ 
ble,  and  the  end  of  this  difficulty  is  not  in  sight. 
Illinois  has  been  putting  out  coal  rather  heavily 
to  catch  up  with  its  old  demand  and  to  overcome 
part  of  the  influence  of  the  Indiana  suspension. 
The  southwestern  mines  are  idle  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  so  until  disputes  are  settled.  Iowa  and 
Kentucky  are  producing  modestly,  the  latter  be¬ 
ing  fairly  busy  in  helping  out  Indiana  consumers. 

In  the  matter  of  sales  it  is  found  that  the 
anthracite  demand  for  spot  shipment  is  only  fair 
and  is  gradually  growing  less.  Of  both  anthra¬ 
cite  and  bituminous  the  lake  trade  is  taking 
practically  nothing  just  now,  but  some  rather 
heavy  shipments  may  be  expected  by  June  1st 
or  shortly  thereafter.  If  ore  cargoes  begin  to 
move  down  from  Lake  Superior  region  about 
that  time  the  returning  boats  will  be  able  to  move 
a  great  deal  of  coal,  thus  cleaning  up  a  lot  of 
eastern  product  now  being  offered  on  the  all-rail 
market.  Whereas,  then,  the  eastern  situation 
has  been  slow  and  unsatisfactory,  it  is  grow¬ 
ing  brighter  almost  every  day.  Illinois,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  in  the  same  position.  It  has  no  lake 
market  for  its  surplus.  Tts  coal  cannot  be  stored 
because  of  its  content  of  sulphur.  It  will  be 
compelled  in  a  very  short  time  to  compete  with 
the  mines  in  Indiana.  Also  the  southwestern 
mines  will  soon  be  active.  With  Indiana,  Illi¬ 
nois  and  the  southwest  competitive  field  pro 
ducing  to  supply  the  demand  now  met  almost 
completely  by  the  Illinois  mines,  it  is  natural  to 
expect  that  there  will  soon  be  an  overplus  of 
coal.  A  good  deal  of  dependence  is  placed  for 
this  needed  buying  power  upon  the  railroads,  who 
are  about  to  start  in  to  a  season  of  reconstruc¬ 
tion.  Unless  something  of  this  kind  happens  the 
the  position  of  the  western  mines  will  grow 
worse  instead  of  better. 


Chicago  Market. 

Production  of  Illinois  Coal  Is  Heavy  and 
Prices  Are  Weakening  Under 
the  Influence. 


Illinois  coal  operators  influenced  by  the  de¬ 
mand  which  followed  the  prolonged  suspension 
of  mines  and  by  the  market  condition  arising 
from  the  suspension  of  Indiana  mines,  are  rush¬ 
ing  so  much  coal  to  commercial  centers  and 
transfer  points  that  they  promise  to  swamp  the 
Chicago  market.  Prices  so  far  have  not  broken 
violently,  but  show  a  slightly  downward  tendency, 
especially  in  the  prepared  sizes. 

Only  two  mines,  employing  union  labor,  in 
Indiana  have  been  in  operation  for  the  week 
and  consumers  who  had  placed  orders  with  those 
companies  have  since  canceled  them  and  sup¬ 
plied  their  needs  from  Illinois  mines.  Some  of 
the  Indiana  mine  operators,  expecting  the  diffi¬ 
culty  to  terminate  directly,  have  continued  to 
take  orders  at  a  given  price  for  delivery  when 
the  mines  have  resumed.  Illinois  operators,  how¬ 
ever,  are  proceeding  along  the  line  that  they  are 
going  to  have  to  take  care  of  all  the  business 
from  Indiana  as  well  as  a  good  brisk  demand 
from  their  own  clientele.  They  seem  to  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  the  buying,  which  fol¬ 
lowed  the  reopening  of  the  mines,  was  merely 
a  spurt  to  permit  some  consumers  to  catch  up 
on  their  supply.  The  result  is  that  most  of  the 
Illinois  operating  companies  are  today  operating 
on  a  larger  scale  than  will  be  possible  when  the 
first  rush  is  over  and  conditions  have  settled 
down  to  more  nearly  a  normal  basis.  In  con¬ 
sequence  there  is  a  fear  that  all  of  the  price 
benefits  of  the  recent  mine  suspension  are  going 
to  be  lost. 

The  domestic  coal  situation  is  quiet  and  pe¬ 
culiar.  No  one  expects  any  very  large  buying 
of  domestic  coal  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
normally  most  of  that  activity  is  devoted  to  sup¬ 
plying  the  coal  required  by  the  upper  lake  terri¬ 
tory.  This  year  not  a  pound  of  coal  is  going  up 
the  lakes.  The  operations  do  not  care  to  sus¬ 
pend  completely  and  have  been  trying  to  dispose 
of  a  little  coal  in  the  all-rail  markets.  This  has 
resulted  in  some  considerable  shipments  into 
Chicago  territory,  especially  of  smokeless  coal, 
and  this  has  had  to  be  sacrificed. 

Contract  business  is  both  slow  and  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  One  general  condition  applies  on  anthra¬ 
cite,  domestic  bituminous  and  steam  coal.  The 
operating  companies  have  not  the  amount  of 
money  necessary  to  carry  dealers  or  consumers 
for  an  indefinite  period.  Moreover,  they  cannot 
obtain  it  from  the  banks.  To  grant  extensive 
credit  would  necessitate  paying  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction  and  prepaying  the  freight  rate.  In  the 
present  state  of  money  stringency  this  is  out  of 
the  question,  hence  practically  all  sales  made  on 
contract  are  on  comparatively  a  cash  basis.  Deal¬ 
ers  and  consumers  meanwhile  are  not  any  bet¬ 
ter  off,  as  far  as  money  is  concerned,  than  the 
operating  companies,  and  consequently  they  are 
looking  on  contracts  with  extreme  caution.  Chi¬ 
cago  trade  is  probably  further  behind  on  contract 
coal  than  it  has  been  at  any  similar  time  of  the 
year  for  a  decade.  Lffiless  there  is  a  sudden  re¬ 
versal  of  conditions  it  would  not  be  surprising 
if  most  of  the  contracting  held  up  until  late  in 
the  summer. 

Anthracite  coal  has  sold  just  fairly  well,  the 
supply  being  all  that  can  be  desired,  as  all  rail 
shipments  are  comparatively  heavy. 


Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  is  in  fairly  good  demand, 
with  prices  holding  steady  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  for  steam  lump  and  $2.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
for  lump,  egg  and  nut.  Where  these  prices 
cannot  be  obtained  the  coal  is  left  in  the  ground. 

Third  Vein  coal  is  reasonably  firm  at  former 
price.  Contract  buying  is  comparatively  light, 
the  most  urgent  demand  being  from  those  who 
have  just  about  used  up  all  of  their  stocks.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines :  Mine-run,  $2.00 ;  chunks, 
$2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15; 
screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  a  little  softer  this  week  than 
last,  but  the  volume  of  business  has  not  run  off 


any.  The  following  prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  rep¬ 
resent  the  market:  Screenings,  $1.40  to  $1.50; 
mine-run,  $1.75;  steam  lump,  $1.85. 

Springfield  coal  has  brought  good  prices  witlun 
the  week  and  some  very  satisfactory  sales  have 
been  made,  the  demand  in  the  main  being  for 
screenings.  Following  are  the  prices  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  Screenings,  $1.40  to  $1.50;  mine-run, 
$1.70;  steam  lump,  $1.80  to  $1.90. 

Carterville  coal  is  decidedly  variable,  and  while 
the  producers  are  holding  for  stiff  prices  some 
sales  have  been  made  on  a  materially  lower  level. 
The  following  represents  the  quotations  in  Chi¬ 
cago  :  Screenings,  60  to  75  cents ;  mine-run,  95 
cents  to  $1.10;  lump,  $1.25  to  $1.30. 

Clinton  county  coal  lias  been  out  of  the  market 
for  the  entire  week  because  the  mines  have  been 
shut  down.  Most  of  the  orders,  placed  for  de¬ 
livery  this  week,  have  been  canceled.  In  some 
instances  producing  companies  are  buying  other 
grades  of  coal  and  filling  their  orders  in  order 
to  keep  their  customers  on  their  books. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  mines  have 
been  closed  all  week,  but  some  of  the  operating 
companies  have  been  taking  orders  for  delivery 
when  the  mines  shall  be  opened.  These  prices 
are  protected  by  the  operators  and  are  as  follows, 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines :  Lump,  egg  or  nut,  $1.35 ; 
steam  lump,  $1.25. 

Brazil  block  mines  have  been  running  all  this 
week  and  prices  have  been  a  little  stiffer  than 
recently,  most  of  the  coal  going  for  $2.80  in 
open  cars  and  $2.90  in  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Eastern  Coals. 

Hocking  coal  is  coming  into  Chicago  in  fair 
volume  and  trade  is  about  up  to  the  standard 
for  this  time  of  the  year.  A  good  deal  of  this 
prodvict  is  still  going  into  consumption,  and  this 
is  keeping  the  price  firm  at  $3.15.  Jackson  Hill 
is  moving  in  moderate  volume  at  $4.15  in  open 
and  $4.25  in  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Pitts¬ 
burgh  No.  8  is  firm  at  $2.65  to  $2.75  for  the 
three-quarter  inch  lump. 

Kanawha  coal  is  sold  in  such  small  volume  a 
quotation  of  the  market  is  hardly  representa¬ 
tive,  the  demand  being  at  a  standstill.  How¬ 
ever,  some  little  coal  is  being  sold  at  about 
$3.15  to  $3.25,  the  lower  grade  coals  selling  at 
$3.00. 

Youghiogheny  coal  has  been  about  firm  be¬ 
cause  the  operators  are  careful  to  ship  into  the 
Chicago  market  only  such  amounts  as  are  neces¬ 
sary  to  meet  immediate  demands.  The  following 
represents  the  market  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  3/-inch 
steam,  $3.10;  fa-inch  gas,  $3.20;  l^-inch  lump, 
$3.30. 

Fairmont  coal  is  firm  with  only  enough  com¬ 
ing  in  to  take  care  of  contract  requirements. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  fa-inch  steam,  $3.10; 
J^-inch  gas,  $3.20. 

Smokeless  coal  is  something  of  an  enigma. 
Buyers  are  paying,  in  some  instances,  full  circular 
price  of  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  mine-run, 
but  in  more  instances  are  getting  the  highest 
grade  of  coal  as  low  as  $1.10  to  $1.15.  Any¬ 
thing  that  is  quoted  below  $1.15  is  scrutinized 
very  carefully,  but  where  the  quality  is  right 
sales  are  made,  although  no  one  is  eager  to  buy. 
On  the  bargain  counter  have  been  all  grades  of 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  with,  of  course,  the 
lower  grades  predominating.  However,  a  great 
deal  of  fancy  coal  has  sold  as  low  as  90  cents 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  and  in  some  instances  even 
this  price  has  been  broken,  some  reports  in¬ 
dicating  that  sales  were  made  at  70  cents.  The 
higher  prices  are  often  obtained  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  long  time  credits. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Conditions  in  the  coke  trade  have  hardly 
changed  within  the  week,  the  demand  still  being 
fair  at  reasonable  prices.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago ;  Connellsville,  $4.90 ;  Wise  county, 
$4.75;  West  Virginia.  $4.65;  48-hour,  $4.15;  by¬ 
product  foundry,  $4.75;  by-product  domestic, 
$4.65 ;  gas  house,  $4.00. 


General  Manager  Daniel  Howard,  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Fairmont  Coal  Company,  Clarksburg,  W. 
Va.,  announces  that  he  has  been  able  to  secure 
enough  contracts  to  keep  the  operations  of  his 
company  busy  for  the  ensuing  year.  On  account 
of  the  increase  in  business,  the  company  has  pur¬ 
chased  considerable  new  equipment  to  enable  them 
to  increase  their  output. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 


Iron  and  Steel  Trade  Improves  and  the 
Demand  for  Coal  Shows  an 
Increase. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  21. 

The  improvement  that  was  noted  last  week 
throughout  practically  the  entire  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict  has  continued  this  week,  and  on  even  a 
greater  scale  than  was  anticipated  at  this  time 
a  week  ago.  In  some  respects  there  has  been 
almost  what  might  be  called  a  revival  of  the 
bituminous  coal  industry.  It  is  only  proper  to 
say  at  the  same  time,  however,  that  there  still 
remains  room  for  a  great  deal  more  improve¬ 
ment.  Although  this  may  not  all  come  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  some  would  like,  it  is  bound  to  come 
presently. 

General  business  conditions  have  been  showing 
considerable  improvement  in  practically  all  man¬ 
ufacturing  lines.  The  iron  and  steeh  industry 
has  probably  shown  the  greatest  change,  re¬ 
sumptions  having  been  reported  from  a  large 
number  of  the  furnaces  and  mills  throughout 
this,  the  greatest  iron  and  steel  district  in  the 
world.  This  has  naturally  increased  the  demand 
for  coal,  and  as  stocks,  that  were  laid  up  by 
the  operators  during  the  latter  part  of  February 
and  March  in  anticipation  of  a  strike,  have  be¬ 
come  so  badly  depleted  that  it  has  been  neces¬ 
sary  to  start  a  large  number  of  the  mines 
throughout  Allegheny,  Westmoreland,  Fayette, 
Washington  and  Greene  counties. 

The  largest  producers  in  the  river  district,  or, 
in  other  words,  up  the  Monongahela  river,  have 
increased  their  outputs  at  least  ten  per  cent 
within  the  week  by  the  starting  up  of  additional 
mines  and  by  increasing  the  forces  of  men  that 
are  already  at  work  in  the  other  mines. 

The  opening  of  these  mines,  many  of  which 
have  been  closed  for  several  months,  has  proved 
a  boon  to  the  towns  near  which  they  are  located, 
as,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  these  towns  are 
practically  supported  by  the  miners.  In  this  way 
large  sums  in  wages  are  being  again  disbursed. 

The  operators  continue  to  hold  prices  firm, 
and  no  change  whatever  has  been  noted.  There 
is  hardly  any  probability  of  either  an  advance 
or  decline  in  prices  for  the  next  few  months. 

Another  favorable  indication  of  the  increase 
in  coal  production  is  the  report  of  the  Car  Serv¬ 
ice  Association,  which  shows  that  the  demand 
for  cars  is  far  greater  than  was  the  case  some 
months  ago,  and  that  many  less  cars  are  stored 
cn  the  sidings  in  the  entire  district. 

Coke  production  of  the  entire  Connellsville 
region  increased  several  per  cent  last  week  and 
many  additional  ovens  were  fired  both  by  the 
Frick  Company  and  by  the  independents.  The 
blowing  in  of  a  number  of  additional  blast  fur¬ 
naces  has  created  a  greater  demand  for  furnace 
coke,  and  as  the  supply  on  hand  has  run  very 
low  it  is  necessary  to  increase  production  in 
order  that  iron  producers  may  not  be  caught  in 
the  event  of  rush  orders  for  pig  iron  being 
placed. 

Coke  prices  are  also  being  held  considerably 
firmer  and  no  decline  was  reported  last  week, 
as  has  usually  been  the  case  for  some  time  past, 
when  producers  were  willing  to  accept  almost 
any  price  in  order  to  keep  the  ovens  in  blast. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

J.  W.  Dawson,  George  Whyel  and  George  E. 
Gray  are  three  prominent  coke  operators  who 
were  business  visitors  in  Pittsburgh  the  latter 
part  of  last  week.  They  are  all  from  Union- 
town,  Pa. 

At  Wellsboro,  Pa.,  the  Burgess-England  Coal 
Company  has  been  incorporated  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  stock  of  $50,000  by  George  England, 
Charles  E.  Burgess  and  Charles  W.  England, 
all  of  Tioga  county.  Pa. 

The  contract  for  the  two  additional  mine  en¬ 
gines  that  will  be  installed  in  one  of  the  largest 
plants  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  in 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  has  been  awarded  to  the 


Scottdale  Foundry  &  Machine  Company,  Scott- 
dale,  Pa.  This  concern  has  also  received  the 
contract  for  building  a  large  mine  fan  that  will 
be  installed  in  West  Virginia. 

Robbers  entered  the  store  house  at  the  Free- 
mont  mines  of  the  Monongahela  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  at  Monessen,  Pa.,  last 
week  and  made  away  with  several  hundred  dol¬ 
lars’  worth  of  brass  fittings,  etc. 

M.  C.  Landis,  a  prominent  anthracite  coal 
operator  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  has  been  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  vicinity  for  the  past  week  looking 
over  coal  properties  throughout  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  which  lie  is  interested. 

The  Post  Office  Department  has  established 
a  post  office  at  the  Edna  No.  2  mines  of  the 
Lhiited  Coal  Company.  A  good  sized  town  has 
been  built  there.  The  new  post  office  will  be 
called  Wendel,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 

J.  M.  Cook,  a  former  resident  of  Meyersdale, 
Pa.,  and  now  superintendent  of  the  mines  of  the 
Chesley  Coal  Mining  Company  at  Madisonville, 
Ky.,  was  a  business  visitor  at  Confluence,  Pa., 
last  week,  where  he  was  summoned  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  his  company. 

The  supply  house  of  the  Henderson  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  at  East  Charleroi,  Pa.,  was  totally  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  last  week.  The  loss  was  about 
$4,000  and  was  covered  by  only  $300  insurance. 
The  company  will  rebuild  it  at  once  on  a  much 
larger  scale. 

Local  coal  producers  are  getting  ready  for  the 
lake  season,  which  will  have  to  open  within  a 
very  sort  time  now,  in  fact,  about  the  first  of 
June.  The  coal  supply  in  the  Northwest  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  reached  a  low  ebb  and  calls  are 
being  received  from  many  sources  for  a  fresh 
supply.  This  business  has  been  held  back  for 
some  weeks  on  account  of  the  absence  of  car¬ 
goes  or  iron  ore  to  employ  boats.  The  store 
of  ore  on  docks  and  furnace  stock  piles  is  ample 
to  supply  the  furnaces  in  blast  until  the  middle 
of  October  at  least.  It  is  believed  that  lake  ship¬ 
ments  of  both  coal  and  ore  will  begin  about 
June  1st. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — An  improvement  has  been  noticed  of  late 
in  inquiries  on  contract  business,  but  prices  are 
far  from  satisfactory — from  the  shippers’  stand¬ 
point.  This  is  shown  by  the  bids  for  public 
utility  contracts.  For  instance,  bids  were  opened 
last  week  for  supplying  the  public  lighting  com¬ 
mission  of  this  city  with  20,000  tons  of  coal.  The 
bids  ranged  from  $2.19  to  2.48  for  run-of-mine, 
which  is  from  10  to  12  per  cent  below  last  year’s 
bids  ranged  from  $2.19  to  $2.48  for  run-of-mine, 
not  overanxious  to  close  contracts  this  yead.  In 
fact,  contracts  are  on  the  average  six  weeks  later 
than  they  were  last  year. 

All  this  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  economizing,  and  this  puts  the  large 
manufacturing  plants  out  of  business.  Dullness 
continues  to  prevail  in  the  steam  coal  business, 
and,  as  for  domestic,  the  less  said  about  it  the 
better.  Fine  coal  continues  to  be  in  good  de¬ 
mand,  and  West  Virginia  nut,  pea  and  slack  finds 
a  ready  sale  at  65  cents  at  the  mines. 

Some  of  the  larger  concerns  are  holding  off 
for  last  year’s  prices  on  contract  business,  and 
some  are  getting  them,  but  mighty  little  closing 
is  done  at  those  figures. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

Last  Monday,  A.  B.  Morris,  o'f  the  E.  A.  Cole 
Company  of  Columbus,  called  on  the  trade. 

John  Robertsteen,  of  the  Bixler  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  of  Pittsburgh,  spent  the  first  of  this 
week  in  Detroit. 

Venable  Johnson,  Detroit  agent  for  the  W.  R. 
Johnson  Coal  Company,  has  gone  to  Cincinnati 
to  attend  the  coal  dealers’  convention.  On  his 
return  he  will  stop  at  Toledo. 

Arrangements  are  going  rapidly  on  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  delegates  to  the  annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal 
Association,  which  will  take  place  the  first  week 


in  June.  On  Tuesday  morning,  as  already  stated, 
there  will  be  a  business  meeting  and  another  one 
on  the  morning  of  Wednesday.  On  Tuesday 
afternoon,  the  visitors  will  be  taken  for  a  boat 
ride  on  the  lake  and  river,  and  supper  will  be 
served  on  the  boat.  They  will  remain  out  until 
about  10  o’clock.  On  the  afternoon  of  Wednes¬ 
day,  the  visitors  will  be  taken  to  the  ball  park 
to  witness  an  American  League  game,  and  at  5 
p.  m.  those  who  intend  to  go  to  the  mines  will 
take  the  Buffalo  boat  for  Buffalo.  From  that 
city  they  will  go  to  Wilkes-Barre.  The  trans¬ 
portation  will  cost  $11.75  for  the  round  trip.  In¬ 
cluding  berths  and  meals,  the  expense  will  not 
be  over  $25.  Arrangements  can  be  made  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  time  limit  of  tickets,  thus  enabling  many 
of  the  westerners  to  make  an  extended  eastern 
trip.  Special  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
entertain  the  ladies.  Among  the  amusements  will 
be  a  trolley  ride  over  the  city  of  Detroit,  where 
life  is  worth  living. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— '['he  week  has  been  exceedingly  dull  in 
the  coal  trade  here.  A  great  many  mines  are 
closed  down  on  account  of  lack  on  orders,  and 
those  that  are  running  are  only  working  about 
three  days  a  week. 

The  railroads  have  been  buying  very  sparingly 
and  several  railroads  have  not  bought  anything. 
The  latter  might  have  difficulty  in  buying  coal, 
as  a  number  of  operators  have  accounts  against 
them  that  are  now  four  and  five  months  old. 
Lump  coal  is  a  drug  on  the  market  and  very  lit¬ 
tle  is  being  sold  though  it  is  slightly  better  than 
when  the  mines  first  resumed  operations.  It  is 
thought  that  it  will  be  at  least  six  weeks  more 
before  things  are  back  to  any  thing  like  even  the 
normal  summer  time  level  again.  The  demand 
for  mine-run  coal  is  no  better  than  for  lump. 

Though  screenings  and  fine  coal  were  in  great 
demand  last  week  and  were  bringing  very  high 
prices,  it  is  strange  that  they  have  steadily 
weakened  and  are  now  only  in  fair  demand  in 
spite  of  the  unusually  light  production  of  lump 
coal.  Several  Carterville  operators  on  the  Iron 
Mountain  Railway  report  a  fair  business,  but 
nobody  seems  to  know  where  they  can  be  plac¬ 
ing  their  product  as  it  certainly  is  not  being  dis¬ 
posed  of  in  this  market. 

The  contract  for  the  St.  Louis  public  schools 
was  let  yesterday,  and  the  Polar-Wave  Ice  & 
Fuel  Company  was  the  successful  bidder  at  a 
price  of  $1.70  per  ton  for  Illinois  Standard 
lump  coal,  delivered  in  the  basement  of  the 
schools.  This  is  the  lowest  price  at  which  this 
business  has  ever  gone.  All  of  this  coal  has  to 
be  hauled  in  wagons  for  several  miles,  at  least, 
and  figuring  what  the  carload  price  of  coal  is 
this  would  leave  them  a  gross  profit  of  about 
thirty  cents  per  ton  out  of  which  they  would 
have  to  pay  for  the  hauling. 

The  market  on  anthracite  coal  is  quiet  though 
satisfactory.  The  Arkansas  anthracite  mines 
have  not  started  up  yet,  and  no  definite  date  for 
resumption  is  set.  This  does  not  deter  the 
Arkansas  operators  from  going  out  after  busi¬ 
ness.  Current  prices  are  as  follows  f.  o.  b.  St. 
Louis : 

Standard  Coal— Two-inch  lump,  $1.52;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.32 ;  mine-run,  $1.42 ;  2-inch  screenings, 
$1.07;  pea  and  slack,  92  cents. 

Mount  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump 
$1.82;  mine-run,  $1.52;  2-inch  nut,  $1.42. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump,  $2.02;  2-inch  lump,  $1.97;  2-inch  nut,  $1.87; 
mine-run,  $1.77 ;  lj^-inch  screenings,  $1.37. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Joseph  Parker  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Company  was  in  town  this  week. 

Harry  Beddoe,  sales  agent  of  the  Breese-Tren- 
ton  Mining  Company,  is  out  of  town  on  business. 

The  Kokoals  are  going  to  have  a  koruskation 
on  May  29.  They  have  fifty  candidates  and  ex¬ 
pect  to  give  them  a  warm  time. 

W.  S.  Haddeway,  sales  agent  of  the  St.  Louis 
Carterville  Coal  Company,  left  tonight  for  Chi¬ 
cago  on  a  business  trip.  He  will  go  from  Chi¬ 
cago  to  St.  Paul. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 

Lake  Movements  Begin  to  Quicken  and 
Coal  Shipments  Will  Soon  be 
Heavy. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  May  21. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— The.  coal  market  here  has  cleared  up 
considerably  during  the  last  ten  days  and  is  said 
to  be  now  in  readiness  for  improvement  in  in¬ 
dustrial  affairs.  The  adjustment  of  differences 
at  the  mines  and  approach  of  navigation  open¬ 
ing,  although  delayed,  are  buoyant  factors. 

Demand  is  better  both  in  the  local  trade  and 
in  surrounding  rural  localities.  Contracts  are 
being  signed  up  with  more  dispatch.  Among 
these  is  a  contract  for  100,000  tons  of  Pittsburgh 
and  Youghiogheny,  three-quarter  lump  let  by 
the  Cleveland  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Company.  The 
figure  is  understood  to  be  $1.25,  at  the  mine. 

The  absence  of  the  speculative  element  from 
the  Cleveland  market  is  especially  noticeable  at 
this  time.  Although  this  market  is  constitution¬ 
ally  subject  to  trading  of  this  character,  the  de¬ 
velopments  of  the  past  fewT  weeks  have  removed 
it.  Prices  are  accordingly  holding  more  steady, 
with  less  disturbance  than  for  any  period  in 
months.  Slack  is  being  sold  at  seventy-five  cents. 
There  is  little  of  it,  as  well  as  other  fuel,  on 
track. 

There  is  much  discussion  here  as  to  the  future. 
Some  dealers  believe  the  last  six  months  of  the 
year  will  be  better  than  has  been  supposed.  By 
next  month,  it  is  ventured,  the  wiping  out  of 
stocks  by  suspension  of  mining  will  make  itself 
felt.  It  is  explained  that  the  demand  for  lake 
coal  will  be  brisk  and  a  vast  tonnage  shipped 
within  a  short  space  of  time  will  be  good  in  itself 
and  in  general  effect.  Although  industries  are 
running  along  at  one-third  to  one-half  capacity, 
more  consumption  from  that  source  is  looked 
forward  to  surely  by  October  1. 


The  Lake  Situation. 

It  is  estimated  that,  to  date,  200,000  tons  of 
coal  have  been  moved  by  boat  from  Ohio  Lake 
Erie  ports.  Within  the  past  few  days  consider¬ 
able  has  been  brought  forward  to  this  port,  to 
Huron  and  Ashtabula.  It  is  a  question  of  having 
the  coal  on  track  at  the  right  time  and  place  to 
catch  a  vessel.  The  backwardness  of  the  vessel 
people  in  furnishing  boats,  however,  is  charged 
to  the  industrial  situation.  Considering  this  the 
amount  moved  to  date  is  considered  rather  big. 

It  is  not  expected  that  there  will  be  much 
change  in  the  lake  situation  during  the  next  two 
weeks.  Most  of  the  docks  have  shipping  orders, 
but  the  amount  of  ore  that  is  being  sent  forward 
to  the  furnaces  is  small.  Compared  with  other 
seasons,  only  a  few  ports  will  receive  ore  this 
month. 

A  number  of  the  ore  shippers  are  still  holding 
off  and  some  of  the  independent  ships  that  have 
been  sent  up  with  coal  have  had  trouble  getting 
cargoes  coming  back.  The  steamer  Joliet,  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Steamship  Company,  sailed  yes¬ 
terday  for  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  with  coal. 
A  number  of  the  other  small  steamers  of  that 
fleet  will  take  on  cargoes  at  Ohio  ports  this 
week,  but  they  will  not  be  started.  A  number  of 
the  big  steamers  will  not  be  placed  in  commis¬ 
sion  before  June  15,  it  is  now  stated. 

A  number  of  vessels  operated  by  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Steamship  Company  and  M.  A.  Hanna  & 
Co.  were  placed  in  commission  within  the  past 
few  days.  A  few  of  the  smaller  steamers  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Steamship  Company  will  probably  be 
sent  up  with  coal  cargoes  during  this  week  and 
next. 

Notes  and  Personals. 

The  steamer  Oglebay,  of  the  Gilchrist  fleet, 
will  leave  for  Duluth  with  a  cargo  of  coal  about 
Saturday  of  this  week. 

J.  IT.  Sessions,  of  the  Philadelphia  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Company,  Minneapolis,  was  in  the 
city  yesterday  calling  on  the  trade. 

B.  S.  Hammill,  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  visited  local  coal  offices  yesterday. 

The  steamer  G.  Watson  French  arrived  at  this 
port  yesterday  with  6,000  tons  of  ore,  the  first 


cargo  of  the  season.  The  cargo  is  being  taken 
out  on  the  C.  &  P.  dock. 

E.  M.  Mancourt,  of  Detroit,  and  F.  W.  Wil- 
shire,  of  New  York,  both  of  the  Fairmont  Coal 
Company,  were  Cleveland  visitors  yesterday. 

For  the  first  three  months  of  this  year  958,780 
tons  of  coal  were  received  here,  against  1,157,- 
738  last  year  for  the  same  period.  Shipments  in 
the  same  period  are  27,696,  against  46,254.  The 
Wheeling  *  Lake  Erie  for  the  first  three  months 
hauled  738,313  tons,  against  821,784  last  year. 

T.  B.  &  B.  Coal  Company,  of  Salem,  Ohio, 
which  recently  purchased  the  holdings  of  the  Lem¬ 
mon  Coal  Company  of  Salem,  is  preparing  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  field  and  will  next  commence  operations 
on  a  large  scale,  involving  an  outlay  of  $500,000,  it 
is  announced  here.  Agents  for  the  company 
have  been  leasing  all  the  coal  land  in  that  vicin¬ 
ity.  When  present  plans  are  completed  the  mine 
will  have  a  capacity  of  2,000  tons  a  dav  and  will 
employ  about  800  men. 


Louisville  Market. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  condition  in  the  southern  coal  trade 
for  the  last  week  prqsent  some  encouraging 
features.  The  temporary  shut  down  in  Indiana 
and  Illinois  created  a  little  demand  for  eastern 
Kentucky-Tennessee  coal  for  that  territory,  and 
the  scarcity  of  screenings  from  the  western  Ken¬ 
tucky  field  helped  to  some  extent  the  market  for 
nut  and  slack.  This,  however,  has  effected  only 
the  cheaper  grades  of  nut  and  slack  and  the 
higher  grades,  such  as  Straight  Creek,  remain 
very  easy  with  contracts  being  renewed  at  lower 
figures  and  considerable  spot  coal  on  demurrage. 

A  continuous  movement  of  the  better  grade 
domestic  coals  has  been  seen,  but  producers  of 
these  grades  have  been  embarrassed  by  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  marketing  their  screenings,  round  or 
nut  sizes  especially  being  hard  to  dispose  of.  Chi¬ 
cago  and  other  points  north  of  the  Ohio  have 
taken  a  small  tonnage  of  domestic  coal  this  week, 
and  numerous  Georgia  dealers  have  begun  to 
stock  up.  Liberal  terms  in  regard  to  settlement 
are  being  accorded  summer  purchasers,  but 
prices  are  being  held  firmly,  the  best  grades  of 
block  bringing  $1.75  to  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

Some  betterment  is  evidenced  among  southern 
industries.  Cotton  mills  in  the  Carolinas  are 
still  closed  down  and  there  is  little  encourage¬ 
ment  in  their  situation.  Several  cement  plants, 
however,  have  resumed  and  general  manu¬ 
facturers  are  somewhat  more  active.  Railroads 
are  consuming  about  the  same  quantity  of  fuel 
coal,  being  occupied  at  present  with  handling  an 
unusually  large  quantity  of  vegetables  and  farm 
products.  Louisville  <&  Nashville  and  South¬ 
ern  Railway  officials  report  the  volume  of  coal 
moved  for  the  first  one-half  of  May  to  have  been 
heavier  than  during  April. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

O.  J.  Yager,  of  Drabell,  Yager  &  Davis,  has 
been  visiting  mines  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state. 

1  he  Straight  Creek  Coal  Mining  Company  is 
temporarily  closed  down  during  the  installation 
of  new  shaker-screens  and  alterations  to  the 
tipple. 

The  Ralston  Coal  Company,  of  Middlesboro, 
is  reported  to  have  leased  1,000  acres  on  the 
Stony  Fork  branch  of  the  Louisville  and  Nash¬ 
ville  Railroad. 

J.  L.  Manring  and  R.  D.  Moss,  of  Middlesboro, 
have  organized  the  Chalybeate  Springs  Iron 
Company  to  develop  a  tract  of  iron  property  at 
Warm  Springs,  Ga. 

Kuper  Hood,  of  the  Kentucky  Fuel  Company, 
with  headquarters  in  Atlanta,  was  in  Louisville 
for  a  few  hours  on  Monday  on  his  way  to 
Cincinnati  and  thence  south, 

K.  U.  Meguire,  of  the  Snead  &  Meguire  Coal 
Company,  has  returned  to  Louisville,  after  spend¬ 
ing  a  week  at  the  mines  along  the  Cumberland 
Valley  division  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville. 

W.  R.  Hughes,  of  Barbourville,  head  of  the 
Hughes- Jellico  Coal  Company,  visited  in  Louis¬ 
ville  this  week.  Mr.  Hughes  recently  won  his 
action  to  oust  striking  miners  from  his  camp  at 
Ely,  Ky. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Company 
of  Cincinnati,  paid  a  flying  visit  to  a  number  of 


towns  in  central  Kentucky  in  the  interest  of  his 
new  mine  at  Heidelberg  on  the  Lexington  & 
Atlantic  Railroad.  This  mine  is  ready  to  begin 
loading  coal. 

The  Straight  Creek  Colliery  Company,  which 
has  started  to  develop  a  lease  of  300  acres  on  the 
property  of  the  Straight  Creek  Coal  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  expects  to  be  shipping  coal  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer.  L.  W.  Farmer  is  general 
manager.  The  Left  Fork  Coal  Company,  which 
bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  largest  operations  in 
Straight  Creek  field,  will  probably  be  shipping 
coal  before  long. 

The  Kentenia  Corporation  of  Virginia,  through 
its  trustees,  Warren  Delano,  Jr.,  of  New  York, 
'and  Charles  H.  Davis,  of  South  Yarmouth,  Mass., 
is  adding  to  its  holdings  of  coal  and  timber  lands 
in  Harland  and  Bell  counties,  which  already 
amount  to  about  75,000  acres.  The  authorized 
capitalization  of  the  company  is  $10,000,000,  and 
it  has  extensive  powers  for  mining,  manufactur¬ 
ing  and  real  estate  development. 

The  Central  Coal  Company  is  the  name  of  a 
new  operating  company  in  the  Straight  Creek 
field.  The  capital  is  $16,000,  and  the  officers  are 
the  following:  Joe  Jones,  president;  W.  L. 
Stallsworth,  vice-president;  H.  H.  Fuson,  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer ;  W.  G.  Chelf,  manager.  The 
lease  includes  about  100  acres  of  the  famous 
Straight  Creek  coal,  and  shipments  will  probably 
be  started  by  September  1. 

The  most  important  coal  deal  in  the  eastern 
Kentucky  field  during  the  past  week  was  the 
consolidation  of  the  Chenoa  Coal  Company  with 
the  Clear  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  both  be¬ 
ing  located  on  lands  of  the  Louisville  Property 
Company  along  the  new  Chenoa  branch  of  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  in  Bell  County.  The  con¬ 
solidation  is  effected  by  the  purchase  of  the  Clear 
Creek  Company  by  the  Chenoa  Company.  .The 
stockholders  of  the  former  are  A.  C.  Carr,  P.  T. 
Colgan,  H.  Ingels  and  C.  W.  Metcalf.  It  is 
understood  that  they  received  a  handsome  price 
for  their  stock.  The  lease  embraces  1,500  acres 
of  land,  and  the  capacity  at  present  is  about  300 
tons  per  day,  but  will  be  largely  increased. 


Tennessee  Situation. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  steam  coal  trade  is  picking 
up  here  and  the  prospect  is  that  the  summer 
domestic  coal  trade  will  be  about  as  usual.  Fires 
have  been  necessary,  most  of  May,  resulting  in 
a  fair  business  for  the  retailers.  The  renewal 
of  work  at  the  car  shops  and  other  industries 
about  Memphis  and  the  resuming,  for  temporary 
runs,  of  oil  mills  have  given  some  little  zest  to 
business.  Stocks  are  moderate  here.  It  could 
not  be  said  that  the  wholesale  trade  is  very 
active.  - 

Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Tennessee  Consolidated  Coal  Company 
of  Tracy  City,  Tenn.,  is  putting  in  a  water¬ 
works  plant.  A  fine  spring  of  water  above  the 
old  mines  is  being  utilized. 

Pinner,  Meader  &  James,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
have  been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing 
coal  to  the  United  States  government  for  use  in 
the  Custom  House  there. 

It  is  reported  that  the  demand  for  coal  at  the 
State  mines  of  Tennessee  has  been  very  small 
lately,  and  the  question  is  raised  how  shall  the 
prisoners  be  kept  busy? 

Overton  &  Bush,  of  Nashville,  are  finding  a 
good  spring  trade  in  that  middle  Tennessee  city. 
The  company  was  incorporated  some  time  ago 
and  the  officers  are:  Jesse  Overton,  president; 
W.  W.  Bush,  general  manager,  and  J.  E.  Acuff, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  main  yards  arc 
at  the  corner  of  Cedar  and  McCreary  streets, 
Nashville,  and  two  branch  yards  for  the  benefit 
of  the  suburban  trade  are  conducted  in  West 
and  South  Nashville. 

The  Greer  Coal  Mining  Company,  capitalized 
at  $25,000,  has  applied  for  a  charter  at  Memphis. 
The  incorporators  are:  C.  D.  M.  Greer,  James  M. 
and  Rowan  A.  Greer,  J.  H.  Creath  and  T.  B. 
Caldwell.  The  company  was  organized  after  its 
incorporators  had  acquired  the  controlling  inter¬ 
est  in  a  coal  mine  near  Drakesburg,  Ky.  The 
mine  is  now  being  operated  successfully  and  the 
output  will  be  distributed  through  the  yards  and 
offices  which  are  to  be  established  in  Memphis. 
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Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Colorado  operators  thought  that  trade 
last  month  was  about  as  dull  as  it  could  possi¬ 
bly  be.  Now  trade  has  come  to  a  standstill  be¬ 
cause  the  Burlington  has  made  a  reduction  in 
freight  rates  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton,  which 
is  merely  .an  apology.  This  will  not  go  into 
effect  until  some  time  in  June.  It  has  resulted 
in  dealers  along  the  Burlington  holding  their 
orders  until  the  rate  is  in,  and  also  forcing  the 
operators  to  hold  the  storage  orders  they  had 
booked  for  May  shipment.  Dealers  on  other 
roads  are  afraid  to  order  for  fear  of  a  like  re¬ 
duction  on  their  line.  If  the  Burlington  had 
made  a  decent  reduction  it  would  not  be  so  bad, 
but  the  cut  of  twenty-five  cents  looks  like  a  joke 
when  the  Burlington  officials  say  they  made  this 
reduction  in  order  to  meet  the  cut  made  by  the 
Union  Pacific  on  coal  from  Wyoming  mines. 
The  Burlington  officials  declare  that  in  future 
they  will  haul  lump  coal  from  the  Walsenburg 
district  to  Grand  Island,  Hastings,  Kearney  and 
intermediate  points  for  $3.50  per  ton.  The  old 
rate  was  $3.25.  They  also  make  the  $3.50  rate 
apply  from  the  Canon  district,  which  is  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  85  cents  per  ton  to  many  points.  Here 
is  another  funny  thing.  The  Canon  City  mines 
on  the  Santa  Fe  enjoy  the  privilege  of  shipping 
over  the  Burlington,  Rock  Island,  Union  Pacific 
and  the  Colorado  &  Southern,  but  the  mines  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Colorado  &  Southern  cannot  ship 
in  Santa  Fe  territory,  which  is  without  doubt 
the  best  coal  territory  in  the  West.  This  evi¬ 
dently  is  a  case  of  what  is  good  for  the  goose  is 
not  good  for  the  gander.  The  Burlington  also 
made  a  cut  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  from  the 
lignite  mines  on  its  line,  making  the  rate  on 
lump  now  $3.00.  This  is  another  joke,  as  the 
Chicago  North-Western  has  a  rate  upon  Glen 
Rock  coal  which  originates  a  good  many  miles 
further  west  on  its  lines  than  the  Colorado  lig¬ 
nite  does  on  the  Burlington.  This  gives  a  rate 
to  Fremont  of  $2.65,  as  against  $3.00,  the  new 
Burlington  rate.  The  railroads  have  shown  their 
hand  now  to  the  Colorado  operators,  and  from 
the  way  it  looks  they  do  not  intend  to  be  fair 
or  grant  just  rates  until  forced  to  do  so.  It  is 
now  up  to  the  Colorado  operators  to  call  the 
bluff  or  to  take  their  medicine  and  be  good. 
They  can  get  fair  rates  if  they  fight  for  them, 
and  in  no  other  way. 

Prices  on  coal  are  weak,  with  the  exception 
of  bituminous  slack,  which  is  in  good  demand 
and  bringing  from  80  cents  to  $1.00  a  ton  f.  o.  b. 
at  the  mine. 


Trouble  With  Miners. 

The  joint  committee  of  miners  and  operators 
which  have  been  in  session  since  April  1  ad¬ 
journed  last  Thursday  for  a  week  without  ac¬ 
complishing  anything  except  that  the  miners  have 
been  able  to  stay  at  work  under  the  old  scale, 
which  is  the  best  evidence  possible  that  they 
would  be  satisfied  with  a  continuance  of  the  old 
scale. 

Tn  fact,  it  is  the  general  opinion  that  they 
would  stand  for  a  reduction  rather  than  have  a 
strike  or  lockout  and  run  the  risk  of  losing  the 
little  territory  they  have  organized  in  Colorado. 
The  miners  want  to  fix  the  scale  so  that  the  men 
will  be  paid  according  to  the  height  of  the  coal. 
The  operators  claim  this  not  fair  and  want  all 
miners  put  on  the  same  basis.  The  operators 
want  a  two  years’  contract  and  the  miners  a  one 
year  agreement.  The  miners  want  house  rent 
fixed  at  $2  per  room  per  month— the  operators 
$2.50  and  $3 — the  miners  also  want  the  price  of 
coal  for  their  use  reduced.  In  fact,  it’s  the  same 
old  story  of  being  unreasonable  and  asking  for 
everything.  If  the  miners  can  prolong  the  con¬ 
troversy  long  enough,  say  till  the  demand  for 
coal  picks  up  they  may  win.  This  cannot  hap¬ 
pen  if  the  operators  are  wise  and  tell  the  U. 
M.  W.  of  A.  just  “where  to  get  off”  and  stand 
by  it. 


News  in  Brief. 

Tom  Duncan  of  the  Mountain  State  'Coal 
Company  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Kansas 
City. 


Tom  Eagan  of  the  Summit  Coal  Company  is 
visiting  the  towns  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
state  this  week. 

H.  C.  Harmon,  president  of  the  Colorado 
Springs  Fuel  Company,  was  a  Denver  visitor 
this  week. 

H.  J.  Gehm,  manager  of  the  Colorado  Trading 
•It  Transfer  Company,  the  largest  coal  dealers 
in  Cripple  Creek,  spent  several  days  in  Denver 
last  week. 

H.  Van  Mater,  president  of  the  Green  Canon 
Coal  Company,  the  National  Fuel  Company  and 
the  Parkdale,  has  returned  from  a  two  months’ 
trip  to  Europe. 

W.  B.  Lewis,  general  manager  of  the  South 
Canon  Coal  Company,  has  returned  to  Denver 
after  inspecting  the  Sunshine  mine  near  Glen- 
wood  springs. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Two  months  remain  of  the  wage 
contract  in  the  Kentucky-Tennessee  fields.  Al¬ 
ready  there  is  talk  of  what  the  new  scale  must 
be.  The  price  at  which  coal  is  selling  and  gen¬ 
eral  market  conditions  promise  nothing  to  the 
miner  except  a  decided  reduction.  This  is  the 
program  among  the  nonunion  operators  who  mine 
a  greater  part  of  the  coal,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  union  mine  operators  will  follow. 

The  union  has  not  gained  strength  during  the 
year.  In  fact,  it  has  been  losing  strength  in  dis¬ 
trict  number  nineteen  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America.  This  is  the  condition  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  special  effort  has  been  made  to 
rejuvenate  the  district  in  unionism. 

The  shutting  down  of  cotton  mills  in  the  Car- 
olinas,  in  order  that  thereby  will  come  a  re¬ 
adjustment  of  prices  more  in  their  favor,  is  a 
condition  which  interests  the  coal  operators  of 
the  southeast.  The  cotton  mill  demand  for  steam 
coal  is  no  small  matter.  So  far  as  the  coal  op¬ 
erators  are  concerned,  they  have  contributed  their 
quota  to  influences  in  favor  of  saving  the  textile 
manufacturer  some  of  his  expense,  by  lowering 
the  price  of  coal.  The  coal  operators  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  shut  down  which  is  to  take  place 
July  1  is  goind  to  last  long.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  mills  will  go  ahead  buying  coal  and 
stocking  up  while  coal  is  cheap  and  while  there 
is  nothing  else  to  do. 

Aside  from  the  textile  outlook  the  conditions 
in  the  southeast  are  fairly  good.  The  demand 
for  domestic  coal  has  been  reasonably  active 
thus  far  during  the  warmer  months.  The  fact 
that  the  railroads  can  handle  shipments  promptly, 
is  having  some  influence  upon  sales.  The  fur¬ 
naces  having  resumed  to  a  considerable  extent, 
a  market  for  coking  coal  has  been  created.  This 
is  tending  to  eliminate  what  has  been  proving 
the  most  demoralizing  factor  in  the  coal  market 
in  the  southeast.  The  mines  producing  coal  that 
formerly  went  to  the  coke  ovens,  dumped  it  on 
the  trade  in  the  southeast  at  low  prices,  and 
broke  the  back  of  the  market. 


Operators’  Association. 

'The  organization  of  southern  coal  operators, 
which  was  completed  in  Knoxville  a  few  days 
ago,  is  being  cordially  received  by  the  operators 
throughout  the  south  and  promises  to  become  an 
effective  body  in  shaping  coal  policies  of  all  the 
southern  states.  It  seems  to  meet  the  very  need 
of  the  coal  business  of  this  section.  By  the  co¬ 
operation  of  all  coal  operators,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  much  good  will  result. 

The  reports  which  are  being  received  by  the 
coal  operators  of  Knoxville  i&  to  the  effect  that 
there  is  a  gradual  resumption  of  industrial  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  south  in  all  lines  except  textile,  and 
the  textile  activity  would  be  as  great  except  for 
the  line  of  policy  which  the  organization  of  mill 
men  has  decided  to  follow  in  order  to  influence 
prices. 


A  new  coal  mine  is  being  opened  near  Al¬ 
port,  Pa.,  by  Daniel  Milson.  This  mine  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  property  of  Lewis  Bogher,  and 
shipments  will  be  made  over  the  New  York 
Central  railroad. 


Indianapolis  Trade. 

Tom  L.  Lewis  Is  Expected  to  Force  a 
Settlement  Between  the  Miners 
and  Operators. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  21. —  ( Special .  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  operators  and  miners  of  In¬ 
diana  have  been  unable,  thus  far,  to  adjust  their 
differences,  and  business  is  practically  at  a  stand¬ 
still  so  far  as  they  are  concerned.  Tom.  L. 
Lewis,  national  president  of  the  miners,  is  quoted 
as  saying  that  they  made  a  mistake  in  not  agree¬ 
ing  to  terms  instead  of  striking  as  they  have,  be¬ 
cause  of  their  inability  to  get  together  on  some 
small  details  of  the  scale.  Rumors  have  been 
abroad  that  he  would  attempt  to  go  over  the 
head  of  the  Indiana  officials  and  order  the  men 
back  to  work  pending  a  final  settlement,  but 
nothing  has  been  done  along  that  line.  Mr. 
Lewis,  however,  has  been  busy  in  other  fields 
where  there  is  a  trouble,  and  when  he  finishes 
with  them  it  is  expected  he  will  return  to  In¬ 
diana  and  try  to  bring  about  a  settlement  if  one 
is  not  made  in  the  meantime. 

The  operators  are  willing  to  resume  negotia¬ 
tions  at  any  time,  but  there  have  been  no  over¬ 
tures  from  either  side.  It  is  likely,  however, 
that  the  strike  will  not  cover  a  lopg  period  as 
the  questions  over  which  there  has  been  a  dis¬ 
pute  are  not  very  serious. 

The  strike  came  at  a  very  inopportune  time 
for  a  number  of  Indiana  operators  who  were 
reaping  a  good  trade  in  the  market  customarily 
enjoyed  by  the  Illinois  operators.  They  could 
sell  coal  now  at  a  fair  margin  in  St.  Louis,  but 
they  can’t  get  it  out. 

No  suffering  for  coal  has  been  reported  from 
among  the  Indiana  manufacturers,  but  they  will 
be  forced  to  buy  from  other  states  within  a  short 
time  if  a  settlement  is  not  reached  very  soon. 

It  is  said  that  many  of  the  miners  are  fretting 
under  the  orders  imposed  by  their  leaders,  and 
that  they  are  anxious  to  go  back  to  work  while 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  get  an  agreement. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  railroad  commission  will  hear  tomorrow 
the  complaint  of  the  Big  Four  against  the  South¬ 
ern  Indiana  in  the  matter  of  a  division  of  joint 
freight  rate  on  coal  over  the  two  lines  from  the 
mines  along  the  Southern  Indiana  to  many  points 
in  Indiana  along  the  Big  Four  routes. 

Some  excitement  was  evident  this  week  among 
the  business  men  of  M'artinsville  over  what  was 
supposed  to  be  the  discovery  of  a  fine  vein  of 
coal  in  the  hills  of  Morgan  County.  State 
Geologist  Blatchley  declares,  however,  that  there 
is  no  coal  in  Morgan  county — that  the  vein  is 
shale  or  slate  of  which  there  is  an  abundance  in 
that  part  of  the  state. 

The  Appellate  Court  has  rendered  a  decision 
of  interest  to  coal  dealers  in  the  case  of  the 
town  board  of  Lowell,  Lake  County,  against 
Philip  McKay,  former  president  of  the  board. 
McKay  is  a  coal  dealer  and  while  in  office  sold 
the  town,  at  cost,  $1,033  worth  of  coal  for  its 
water  and  light  plant.  There  is  a  statute  in  this 
state  prohibiting  a  city  or  town  official  from  sell¬ 
ing  anything  to  his  own  government.  It  was 

shown  that  McKay  merely  furnished  the  coal 

at  cost  when  the  town  was  out,  but  the  Apellate 
Court  held  that  he  had  violated  the  law,  and 

that  while  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that 

lie  had  not  been  honest,  that  he  would  have  to 
lose  the  price  of  the  coal. 

The  judges  of  the  Appellate  Court  of  Indiana 
have  given  a  decision  as  to  what  constitutes  “egg 
coal.”  It  was  shown  by  the  court  that  “steam 
egg  coal”  is  screened  only  once,  and  contains 
some  slack,  while  “domestic  egg  coal”  is  run  over 
the  same  screens  twice  and  has  no  slack  coal  in 
it.  The  Indianapolis  Basket  Company  contracted 
for  two  carloads  of  “Indiana  egg”  without  speci¬ 
fying  the  grade,  and  refused  to  accept  the  lower 
grade.  On  proof  that  the  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany  had  told  the  salesman  at  the  time  the  order 
was  given  that  he  could  buy  “egg  coal  double 
screened”  for  the  price  charged,  and  that  the 
salesman  thereupon  agreed  to  furnish  the  two 
carloads  at  that  price,  the  court  held  that  coal 
once  screened  did  not  fulfill  the  contract  and  was 
properly  rejected  by  the  purchaser. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


Ohio  River  is  at  a  Boating  Stage  and 
Shipments  are  Unusually 
Heavy. 


Ofice  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  May  21,  1908. 

There  is  absolutely  no  improvement  in  the 
local  coal  situation.  Those  shippers  who  have 
been  counting  upon  the  opening  up  of  lake  navi¬ 
gation  to  improve  matters  are  now  deep  in  the 
dumps;  for  it  now  appears  that  there  will  be 
no  boats  moving  to  amount  to  anything  before 
the  first  of  July.  The  recent  meeting  of  the 
Lake  Carriers’  Association  was  adjourned  until 
June  1,  and  it  is  now  pretty  well  discounted 
that  the  vesselmen  will  not  do  anything  until 
June  15th  or  July  1st.  This  state  of  affairs  is, 
of  course,  very  discouraging  to  the  coal  men, 
but  they  are  perfectly  helpless  and  have  no 
power  to  improve  the  situation,  there  appears 
to  be  no  ore  to  come  down  from  the  upper  lakes, 
and  without  ore  vessels  coming  down,  there  will 
be  no  coal  going  up. 

The  coal  market  here  is  perfectly  flat,  with 
no  immediate  outlook  for  any  improvement. 
Still,  there  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  producers  and  shippers  to  lower  their  pres¬ 
ent  prices  in  an  attempt  to  move  coal.  Buying 
is  very  limited,  and  prices  are  fairly  firm.  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  are  quoted 
at  $1.60  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  while  splint 
lump  of  ordinarily  good  quality  is  worth  $1.25 
a  ton  at  the  mines.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  is 
worth  $1.25,  while  splint  and  gas  run-of-mine 
sell  for  95  cents  to  $1.05  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
Nut  and  slack  is  firm  at  75  cents  for  good  up  to 
85  for  the  best,  and  down  to  60  cents  for  poor. 
The  local  retail  trade  is  now  at  its  minimum, 
though  local  dealers  say  there  is  every  indica¬ 
tion  of  good  buying  for  next  winter’s  household 
use  soon. 

The  river  is  still  at  an  excellent  boating  stage, 
and  large  tows  of  both  Pittsburgh  and  Kanawha 
coal  are  constantly  arriving  to  make  a  reserve 
stock  for  the  summer  and  fall  when  the  river 
is  too  low  for  transportation.  There  is  very 
little  activity  in  river  coal,  though  the  market  is 
fairly  firm  at  7R|  cents  for  lump  afloat. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Louis  Atkinson,  a  prominent  Eagle,  W.  Va., 
coal  producer,  spent  several  days  here  this  week. 

Paul  James,  a  well  known  Kanawha  operator, 
connected  with  the  La  Mont  Mining  Company, 
was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor  during  the  week. 

George  W.  Theis,  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  *3:  Coke  Company,  Pittsburgh,  spent  a  day 
here  this  week  with  his  local  managers. 

Colonel  Walter  B.  Crail,  local  sales  manager 
for  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  writes  home  that  he  is  rapidly 
gaining  strength  and  feeling  like  a  new  man 
since  he  went  to  California. 

It  is  reported  upon  good  authority  that  there 
are  already  over  50,000  tons  of  coal  loaded  in 
vessels  lying  at  the  various  lake  ports  ready  to 
start  for  the  northwest  as  soon  as  the  season 
opens.  Some  of  this  coal  has  been  loaded  for 
weeks  if  not  months,  as  it  costs  nothing  for 
storage.  The  boat  men  would  just  as  soon  have 
their  crafts  loaded  with  coal  as  to  have  them 
empty,  and  when  the  word  goes  forward  to  move, 
these  people  will  be  ready  to  start  at  a  moment's 
notice. 


Southwestern  Output. 

A  statement  has  been  prepared  by  the  South¬ 
western  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Association 
of  the  February  output.  It  compares  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


State — 

1907. 

.  ...  270,123 

1908. 

242,71.0 

617,140 

224,135 

290,356 

Inc. 

Dec. 

27,413 

.  .  .  .  544,136 

73,004 

34,062 

78,551 

Arkansas  . 

Indian  Territory 

.  .  .  .  190,073 
_  211,805 

Totals  . .  . . 
Net  increase. 

_ 1,216,137 

158,204. 

1,374,341 

185,617 

27,413 

Toledo  Trade. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  May  21. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — A  slight  improvement  is  reported  in  busi¬ 
ness,  especially  in  orders  for  June,  July  and 
August  delivery.  Much  of  this  business  has 
been  done  this  week.  In  fact,  most  of  the  coal 
sold  has  been  for  future  delivery.  A  number  of 
the  dealers  are  not  coaxing  that  class  of  trade 
because  they  consider  it  hardly  worth  the  while, 
for  if  coal  should  drop  a  trifle  in  price  before 
the  time  designated  for  shipment  the  cancella¬ 
tions  would  be  heavy  and  the  work  done  for 
nothing. 

Orders  for  school  coal  are  beginning  to  come 
in.  Some  anthracite  is  also  beginning  to  move 
toward  the  retailers.  Retail  trade  has  been  very 
quiet  for  two  weeks.  No  change  has  been  seen 
in  the  steam  coal  situation  recently.  Some  of 
the  factories  are  increasing  their  consumption, 
but  others  are  curtailing,  and  the  result  seems 
to  be  about  a  standoff.  Little  is  being  done  on 
the  lakes  as  yet,  and  little  is  expected  for  two 
or  three  weeks.  Numerous  complaints  are  heard 
as  to  collections,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  money 
is  not  coming  in  as  freely  as  many  had  hoped  it 
would.  While  things  on  the  whole  would  seem 
to  be  almost  dormant,  the  coal  men  are  optimistic 
as  to  the  final  outcome,  as  an  evidence  of  their 
faith,  are  all  out  working  with  a  view  to  land¬ 
ing  their  fair  share  of  business  when  things  do 
open  up. 


New  Loading  Record. 

A  fleet  of  ten  large  vessels  was  recently  loaded 
by  the  Lhiited  States  Transportation  Company, 
each  boat  having  a  capacity  of  10,000  tons  ex¬ 
cept  two,  which  are  limited  to  5,000  tons.  The 
coal  was  taken  on  at  the  Hocking  Valley  docks 
and  will  clear  for  Superior  ports  later.  This 
represents  perhaps  the  largest  single  tonnage  of 
any  single  fleet  on  the  lakes.  Much  labor  was 
saved  bv  the  new  McMyler  hoist  recently  in¬ 
stalled  by  the  Hocking  Valley  Company  on  its 
local  coal  docks.  When  the  machine  is  in  per¬ 
fect  working  order  it  will  load  a  10,000  boat  in 
ten  hours.  It  will  lift  bodily  two  hundred 
freight  cars  loaded  with  coal  and  dump  the  con¬ 
tents  into  the  hold  of  a  ship  in  that  time.  The 
hoist  is  operated  by  steam  and  was  built  during 
the  winter.  It  is  expected  the  big  fleet  will 
move  out  about  June  15. 


Mr.  Sternberger  Resigns. 

Announcement  is  made  that  Morris  Sternberger 
of  Jackson,  O.,  has  resigned  the  presidency  of 
the  Superior  Coal  Company  after  more  than 
twenty  years  of  active  connection  with  the  con¬ 
cern  and  that  his  brother,  C.  H.  Sternberger 
of  Toledo  has  been  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
The  latter  is  also  president  of  the  Jackson  Coal 
&  Coke  Company.  The  change  will  become  ef¬ 
fective  on  June  1.  but  Mr.  Sternberger  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  reside  here,  giving  a  portion  of  his  time 
to  the  Jackson  Company.  The  Superior  Coal 
Company  is  a  New  York  corporation  formed 
about  three  years  ago,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$2,000,000.  The  company  owns  about  15,000  acres 
of  coal  land  near  Jackson  and  has  an  annual  out¬ 
put  of  nearly  a  million  tons  of  coal. 


News  in  Brief. 

Jay  Gaines,  a  prominent  coal  man  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  spent  some  time  among  the  local  dealers 
this  week. 

L.  J.  Clifford,  sales  manager  of  the  Crescent 
Fuel  Company,  is  recovering  after  a  siege  of 
the  grip. 

James  McDonald  of  Chicago,  president  of  the 
Interstate  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  was  a  Toledo 
visitor  recently. 

Edwin  C.  Temple  of  Chicago,  vice  president 
of  the  Nelsonville  Coal  Company,  was  in  the 
city  on  business  recently. 

C.  O.  Mininger,  local  manager  of  the  Consol¬ 
idated  Coal  Company,  left  today  for  Bird’s  Run, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  called  on  business. 

A.  M.  Cook,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Ohio  &  West  Virginia  Coal  Company,  contem- 
nlates  a  trip  to  the  mines  in  West  Virginia  the 
last  of  the  week. 

The  Ohio  &  West  Virginia  Coal  Company  is 


now  comfortably  located  in  its  commodious  new 
quarters  in  the  suite  of  rooms  from  962  to  966, 
in  the  Spitzer  building. 

James  DeWolfe,  formerly  located  here,  now 
general  sales  agent  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  Columbus,  was 
in  the  city  today  calling  on  his  old  friends. 

M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  of  Cleveland,  with  a 
branch  office  in  this  city,  recently  awarded  a  con¬ 
tract  to  a  Youngstown  firm  which  proposes  to 
solidify  furnace  or  fuel  dust.  This  dust  has 
heretofore  been  considered  worthless,  but  the 
inventor  claims  he  can  use  the  dust  along  with 
iron  ore  and  save  the  company  $3  on  each  ton 
of  iron  produced. 


Kansas  City  Trade. 

Crucial  Time  Arrives  in  Wage  Confer¬ 
ence  But  No  Rupture  Is 
Expected. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Today  will  tell  whether  a  prolonged 
struggle  between  the  operators  and  miners  of  the 
southwest  district  is  to  take  place  or  whether  a 
peaceful  settlement  will  be  reached. 

Wednesday  the  two  sides  were  near  an  agree¬ 
ment.  Trouble  arose  over  differences  of  opinion 
as  to  what  had  been  agreed  upon  in  regard  to 
several  important  sections  and  a  break  was  im¬ 
minent  when  the  conference  was  adjourned 
Wednesday  evening. 

There  is  little  danger  of  a  further  break  if 
the  conferees  can  reach  an  agreement,  as  the 
miners  were  called  in  convention  by  President 
Tom  L.  Lewis  in  order  to  pass  on  the  terms 
agreed  upon.  About  300  of  the  men  responded 
to  the  call  and  are  taking  up  sections  upon  which 
differences  exist.  The  convention  has  several 
times  authorized  Mr.  Lewis  to  drop  minor  con¬ 
siderations  in  order  to  avert  trouble. 

The  operators  say  they  have  conceded  every 
point  to  which  the  miners  are  entitled  and  that 
they  will  go  no  further  in  concessions  to  pre¬ 
vent  trouble.  A  peculiar  condition  of  the  trouble 
is  that,  in  spite  of  the  miners  having  been  adle 
about  two  months,  coal  is  lower  than  at  the  time 
the  mines  were  shut  down.  The  condition  is 
said  by  the  operators  to  be  unprecedented,  in 
this  region  at  least,  in  the  history  of  wage  trou¬ 
bles. 

Since  Mr.  Lewis  has  been  here  he  has  worked 
night  and  day  to  bring  about  a  settlement.  The 
operators  have  met  him  half  way,  but  one  or  two 
of  the  three  district  presidents  involved  in  the 
negotiations  have  delayed  proceedings  for  the 
most  trivial  reasons. 

An  instance  in  point  was  a  delay  of  twenty- 
four  hours  over  a  change  in  the  phrasing  of 
one  section  from  the  language  of  a  similar  sec¬ 
tion  in  the  1907  agreement.  That  agreement 
read : 

“The  management  of  the  mine,  the  right  to 
hire  and  discharge  employes  *  *  *  shall  be 

vested  in  the  operator,  etc.” 

This  section  was  changed  this  year  to  read : 

“The  right  to  hire  and  discharge  employes, 
the  management  of  the  mine  *  *  *  shall  be 

vested  in  the  operators,  etc.” 

After  haggling  half  of  Monday  morning  and 
all  afternoon  on  the  section,  one  of  the  district 
presidents  standing  out  against  an  agreement 
on  that  section  on  the  score  that  the  operators 
were  strengthening  it,  gave  in  that  the  section 
was  the  same  in  meaning  even  if  two  phrases 
were  transposed. 

Mr.  Lewis’  work  resulted  in  minimizing  such 
disputes.  The  seventy  days  spent  in  the  nego¬ 
tiations  have  shown  that  the  two  bodies  were 
far  apart  on  several  vital  points  in  the  agree¬ 
ment.  They  still  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  though, 
progress  was  made  in  determining  a  number  of 
essential  differences. 

The  operators  believe  the  best  point  they 
gained  in  the  negotiations  was  the  arbitration 
clause.  They  desire,  above  all  other  things,  to 
keep  the  mines  open  at  all  times.  The  arbitra¬ 
tion  arranged  contains  provisions  that  neither 
side  can  evade  without  absolute  loss  of  prestige. 
LTltimately,  President  Lewis,  for  the  miners,  and 
President  James  Elliott,  of  the  operators,  would 
settle  differences  that  could  not  be  ended  through 
several  lower  channels. 
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New  Laws  Passed. 


George  Harrison.  Chief  Mine  Inspector 
of  Ohio.  Tells  of  Enactments 
by  Legislature. 


George  Harrison,  chief  inspector  of  mines  of 
Ohio,  has  submitted  to  Hon.  Andrew  L.  Harris, 
governor  of  Ohio,  his  report,  which,  in  part,  is  as 
follows : 

“In  submitting  you  this,  the  thirty-third  annual 
report  of  this  department  for  the  calendar  year 
1907,  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  industry  was  indeed  phenom¬ 
enal.  The  production  of  coal  for  the  year  was 
32,365,949  tons,  an  increase  of  5,152,444  tons,  and 
to  that  extent  the  greatest  ever  recorded.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  this  immense  gain  in  the  coal 
production  was  accompanied  by  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  fatal  and  serious  acci¬ 
dents,  the  fatalities  increasing  from  127  in  1906 
to  153  in  1907,  an  increase  of  twenty  per  cent, 
while  the  tonnage  increased  ten  per  cent.  The 
number  of  persons  employed  in  the  industry  was 
47,876,  showing  an  increase  in  the  number  of  per¬ 
sons  employed  of  three  per  cent.  The  machine 
mined  coal  amounted  to  79.9  per  cent  of  the  en¬ 
tire  production  of  the  state,  and  that  of  the  pick 
20.1  per  cent,  showing  a  gradual  increase  in  the 
amount  of  coal  produced  by  machinery,  and  a 
corresponding  decrease  in  the  amount  mined  by 
pick. 

“A  number  of  convictions  were  secured  for  the 
violation  of  the  miners’  lamp  law  amounting  to 
$190  in  fines.  Violations  of  the  break-through 
law  were  also  prosecuted  and  fines,  amounting 
to  $150,  imposed. 

“While  this  report  is  presumed  to  cover  only 
the  calendar  year  of  1907,  it  will  probably  not  be 
unfitting  for  us  to  note  that  in  accordance  with 
our  views  in  the  matter  and  in  consequence  of 
the  many  disastrous  mine  explosions  occurring  all 
around  us,  especially  at  Monongah,  W.  Va.,  on 
December  6,  1907,  in  which  300  lives  were  lost, 
(and  which,  at  your  request,  we  investigated),  you 
recommended  in  your  message  to  the  Seventy- 
seventh  General  Assembly  in  the  following  words 
that  a  commission  be  appointed  to  investigate  the 
conditions  of  coal  mines,  and  advise  just  and 
adequate  mining  laws  for  the  better  protection 
of  life  and  property: 

Mining  Laws. 

“The  mining  laws  of  the  state  are  very  unsat¬ 
isfactory  both  to  the  coal  miners  and  the  opera¬ 
tors.  This  condition  grows  largely  out  of  the 
change  in  the  last  few  years  from  pick  to  ma¬ 
chine  mining.  The  chief  inspector  of  mines,  in 
his  last  annual  report,  says : 

“The  greatest  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
fatal  accidents  from  any  one  cause  is  that  of 
electricity;  the  increase  over  the  previous  year 
being  66^  per  cent.  *  *  *  Electricity  is  in 

general  use  in  the  mines  as  a  motive  power  and 
over  seventy-six  per  cent  of  the  coal  produced  in 
the  state  is  mined  by  machinery.  Mine  operators 
and  miners  alike  admit  the  necessity  of  new  laws, 
and  are  anxious  for  the  passage  of  them,  but  on 
account  of  the  diversity  of  opinion,  the  varied  in¬ 
terests  and  unwieldiness  of  the  large  number  of 
persons  interested  on  both  sides,  they  are  unable 
to  mutually  arrive  at  any  definite  conclusions.  We 
believe  a  small  commission,  where  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  all  concerned  could  be  heard,  and  a  com¬ 
mission  authorized  to  advise  such  legislation  as  it 
deems  necessary,  would  result  in  great  good,  and 
give  general  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.’’ 

“A  committee  on  the  part  of  the  operators,  in 
a  request  filed  with  me,  among  other  things,  say : 

“What  we  would  suggest  is  that  a  conservative, 
careful  commission  be  appointed,  represnting  both 
miners  and  operators  and  the  state,  to  carefully 
go  over  the  existing  laws,  the  necessities  that 
have  arisen  for  changes,  modifications  for  new 
laws,  doing  justice  by  all  interests,  and  recom¬ 
mend  such  repeal,  amendment  or  additional  leg¬ 
islation  as  may  seem  to  be  proper  in  order  that 
the  defects  that  exist  now  may  be  remedied.  Such 
action  has  been  taken  in  other  states  and  a  com¬ 
mission  of  the  character  we  refer  to  is  now  at 
work  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  adjust  and 
bring  around  the  same  results  that  we  desire  to 
have  take  place  in  Ohio.” 


“This  is  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  to 
this  great  industry  and  the  men  employed  there¬ 
in,  that  1  heartily  endorse  the  concurrent  request 
of  the  inspector  of  mines  and  the  coal  operators 
of  this  state  and  recommend  that  authority  for 
the  appointment  of  such  a  commission  be  given. 

“In  view  of  the  recent  loss  of  life  and  property 
in  the  mines  of  West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
I  suggest  that  a  law  be  passed  at  this  session  for 
the  better  protection  of  life  and  property  in  coal 
mines  of  this  state. 

“It  is  gratifying  to  state  at  the  time  of  the  filing 
of  this  report  that  on  April  29,  1908,  a  bill  provid¬ 
ing  for  such  a  commission,  introduced  by  Senator 
R.  A.  Pollock,  of  Canton,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  was 
passed  by  the  legislature.  Great  credit  is  due  Mr. 
Pollock  for  his  perseverance  in  the  interest  of  the 
bill  and  other  mining  legislation  of  vital  import¬ 
ance  introduced,  at  the  instance  of  the  miners. 

“A  few  slight  changes  were  made  in  some  of 
the  bills  from  those  presented  at  the  last  session 
of  the  legislature  two  years  ago,  and  little  opposi¬ 
tion  was  offered  them  by  the  representatives  of 
the  mine  operators,  who  were  favorable  to  a 
commission  bill,  but  realized  the  need  of  remedial 
legislation  to  cover  the  present  emergency.  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  much  room  for  needed  improvement 
in  mining  laws,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
commission  which  the  bill  empowers  you  to  ap¬ 
point  will  meet  the  emergency  by  presenting  to 
the  next  General  Assembly  which  meets  January 
1,  1909,  new  ajtd  revised  laws  which  will  become 
permanent  on  our  legal  statute  books. 


Excursion  to  the  Mines. 


Albany,  N.  Y.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Following  is  the  itinerary  of  the  second 
excursion  of  the  Eastern  and  Central  New  York 
Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association : 

Leave  Albany  via  D.  &  H.  Wednesday,  June 
10,  at  10  a.  m.,  on  special  train.  Arrive  Scran¬ 
ton  at  4  p.  m.,  where  party  will  stop  at  Hotel 
Jermyn.  After  dinner,  trip  to  Rocky  Glen  Parx. 

Thursday,  June  11,  meeting  at  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Hall  at  10:30  a.  m.  Afternoon,  inspection  of 
D.  &  H.  and  O.  ♦.&  W.  mines,  returning  to  hotel 
in  time  for  banquet  at  8  p.  m. 

Friday,  June  12,  leave  Scranton  at  8:50  for 
Wilkes-Barre,  Wilkes-Barre  to  Drifton  on  spe¬ 
cial  train  over  Lehigh  Valley,  lunch  being  served 
on  train.  See  strippings  and  blast  of  coal  at 
Drifton,  the  only  place  in  world  where  one  may 
see  and  study  coal  formation  and  coal  mining 
in  broad  daylight.  Return  to  Scranton  in  time 
for  dinner.  Spend  the  evening  at  Luna  Park. 

Saturday,  June  13,  leave  Scranton  at  8  a.  m. 
on  Dickson  &  Eddy  special  on  O.  &  W.  Stop 
to  view  Price,  Pancoast  and  Johnson  mines. 
Stop  at  Cornwall  on  Hudson  to  see  coal  loaded 
from  cars  into  vessels.  Arrive  New  York  City 
at  6  p.  m.  For  the  return  trip  to  Albany  there 
will  be  a  special  rate  on  the  steamers  of  the 
People’s  Line. 

The  cost  of  the  trip  from  the  time  of  leaving 
Albany  on  June  10  to  the  time  of  arrival  at  New 
York  City  on  the  Saturday  following  will  be 
$12.50.  This  includes  both  hotel  expenses  and 
railroad  transportation.  The  excursion  commit¬ 
tee  is  composed  of  H.  G.  Dewey,  chairman ;  E. 
B.  Ashton,  J.  W.  Hunting  and  C.  B.  Staats. 
Names  of  those  dealers  who  are  members  of  the 
association  who  wish  to  make  the  trip  must  be 
in  the  hands  of  J.  S.  M.  Lynch,  Commissioner, 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  by  June  1st. 


Mine  Inspector’s  Report. 


The  report  of  H.  McDonald,  inspector  of  the 
Sixth  anthracite  district  for  las't  year,  shows 
an  increase  of  more  than  700,000  tons  over  the 
1906  production.  There  are  fifteen  collieries 
and  thirty-three  mines  in  operation  in  this  dis¬ 
trict.  There  were  thirty-nine  fatal  accidents  in 
the  mines  during  1907.  The  production  by 
companies  was  as  follows: 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Company . 1,942,722 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company .  601,781 

Hillside  Coal  &  Iron  Company .  47  6,592 

Hudson  Coal  Company .  468,741 

Delaware  &  Hudson  Company .  130,494 

Traders’  Coal  Company .  128,361 


Total  . 3,748,691 


Big  Coal  Tract  Sold. 


Boston,  Mass.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — One  of  the  biggest  of  recent  deals  in 
the  coal  world  was  consummated  this  week  when 
the  New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Company  obtained 
control  of  the  Federal  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
which  owns  coal  lands  and  operates  mines  in 
the  Fairmont,  W.  Va.  regions.  President  James 
L.  Richards  of  the  Gas  Coke  Company  and 
J.  L.  Lewis,  a  young  banker  of  Fairmont,  were 
largely  instrumental  in  closing  the  deal. 

The  Federal  property  is  located  about  eight 
miles  from  Fairmont  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 
Owing  to  the  death  of  Charles  Donnelly,  a  Pitts¬ 
burgh  capitalist,  owning  a  controlling  interest, 
it  became  necessary  to  sell  the  property,  and  the 
New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Company,  having 
given  up  the  use  of  Nova  Scotia  coal  at  its  Ev¬ 
erett  plant,  was  in  the  market  for  a  property 
that  would  insure  a  steady  supply  of  such  fuel 
as  would  meets  its  requirements.  The  officers 
were  quick  to  see  in  the  Federal  land  just  such 
a  property  as  that  for  which  they  were  looking. 
The  Federal  owns  over  5,400  acres  of  fine  gas 
coal,  having  the  Pittsburgh  vein  nine  feet  thick. 
It  has  300  acres  of  surface,  upon  which  are  lo¬ 
cated  about  eighty-five  miners’  homes.  A  shaft 
of  265  feet  depth  has  now  a  producing  capacity 
of  1,000  tons  daily,  and  this  will  soon  be  in¬ 
creased  to  5,000  tons  daily. 

The  Federal  Coal  &  Coke  Company  was  in¬ 
corporated  with  capital  stock  of  $500,000.  Col. 
J.  M.  Guffey  of  Pittsburgh  held  $500,000  of  the 
company’s  bonds,  which  he  is  reputed  to  have 
sold  to  the  New  England  concern.  The  new 
owners  will  at  once  expend  between  $750,000 
and  $1,000,000  on  the  property,  so  as  to  increase 
the  production  to  the  tonnage  named  above. 

The  coal  from  these  operations  will  move  to 
Baltimore  over  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  where  it 
will  be  loaded  into  the  steel  colliers  owned  by 
the  gas  company. 

On  Saturday  at  Fairmont  a  meeting  of  the 
Federal  Coal  •&  Coke  Company’s  stockholders 
was  held  and  a  board  of  directors  elected  to 
represent  the  new  interests.  The  board  consists 
of:  T.  L.  Lewis,  Fairmont;  Edward  Page,  Phila¬ 
delphia;  Robert  Winsor,  Boston;  Minot  Weld, 
Boston ;  Walter  C.  Baylies,  Boston ;  Robert 
Grant,  Boston,  and  James  L.  Richards  of  Boston. 
Messrs.  Lewis  and  Page  were  on  the  old  board. 
Mr.  Winsor  is  a  director  of  the  Consolidated 
Gas  Company  of  Boston  and  is  connected  with 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railroad  and  the  Shaw- 
mut  National  Bank.  Mr.  Weld  is  president  of 
the  New  England  Yarn  Company,  and  is  on  the 
directorate  of  various  gas  and  electric  light  com¬ 
panies  around  Boston.  Mr.  Baylies  is  also  in¬ 
terested  in  various  gas  and  public  utility  com¬ 
panies  in  New  England.  Mr.  Grant  is  treasurer 
of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  while 
Mr.  Richards  is  president  of  the  Boston  Con¬ 
solidated  Gas  Company,  the  New  England  Gas 
&  Coke  Company  and  other  companies. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows :  President, 
James  L.  Richards;  vice  president,  J.  L.  Lewis; 
treasurer,  Robert  Grant;  assistant  treasurer,  Ed¬ 
ward  B.  Page ;  secretary,  John  C.  Rice. 

The  New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Company  uses 
600,000  tons  of  coal  annually  at  its  Everett  plant, 
and  New  England  corporations  identified  with  the 
officers  and  directorate  of  the  Federal  use  fully 
2,000,000  tons,  so  that  the  Federal  is  assured  an 
outlet  for  all  the  coal  that  it  can  mine. 


Harriman  in  Control. 

New  York,  May  21. — Wall  Street  heard 
recently  a  rumor  that  E.  H.  Harriman  and 
his  friends  had  captured  control  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Maryland  railroad,  which  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  a  receiver.  The  Western  Maryland 
is  part  of  the  Gould  system.  When  it  was 
purchased  the  Goulds  contracted  that  it  should 
never  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  or  the  Pennsylvania  system.  Friends  of 
Harriman,  while  not  confirming  the  reported 
change  of  control,  said  that  the  state  of  Mary¬ 
land  could  not  hold  Gould  to  a  contract  that 
receivership  had  made  it  impossible  for  him 
to  carry  out. 
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New  York  Trade. 

Anthracite  Demand  Shows  Falling  Off- 
No  New  Business  Developing  in 

Bituminous  Trade. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  May  21. 

For  the  last  week  the  eastern  anthracite  trade 
has  been  extremely  quiet.  Not  that  there  has 
not  been  a  good  tonnage  of  coal  moving,  but 
rather  that  there  has  been  less  inquiry  for  coal, 
with  a  great  falling  off  in  orders.  While  the 
companies  and  dealers  are  looking  for  a  rush 
of  orders  late  this  week,  which  will  keep  them 
busy  the  balance  of  the  month,  it  is  not  expected 
that  the  May  tonnage  moved  will  be  up  to  the 
tonnage  of  May  a  year  ago.  Many  buyers  will 
want  this  late  to  take  on  coal  at  the  May  price. 
It  is  from  these  that  the  bulk  of  orders  for  the 
last  days  of  the  month  are  expected  to  come. 
While  the  full  tonnage  of  prepared  sizes  has  been 
placed  up  to  the  present  time,  some  of  the  com¬ 
panies  are  finding  that  their  tonnage  for  the 
present  month  is  not  keeping  up  with  the  show¬ 
ing  for  this  month  last  year. 

It  is  unquestionably  true  that  the  companies 
are  not  finding  the  outlook  as  rosy  as  they  had 
expected  some  months  ago.  They  looked  for 
business  to  keep  up  to  the  standard  of  other 
seasons  until  the  middle  of  June  at  least.  The 
business  depression  has  had  its  effect  upon  trade, 
and,  as  a  result,  dealers  are  not  laying  in  the 
amount  of  coal  they  usually  purchase  at  the  low 
prices.  With  many  of  the  consumers,  in  almost 
every  city  and  hamlet  in  the  east,  out  of  employ¬ 
ment,  and  with  many  of  those  employed  work¬ 
ing  on  short  time,  or  at  reduced  wages,  there  has 
not  been  the  same  retail  buying,  against  the  next 
winter’s  needs,  as  seen  in  former  years.  The 
retailers  are  left  with  their  pockets  pretty  well 
filled  with  coal  purchased  in  April.  This  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  fact  that  some  of  them  have  not 
bought  as  freely  in  May  as  in  former  years. 
Retailers  do  not  want  to  put  out  too  much  coal 
to  consumers  where  their  pay  is  not  sure,  and 
the  companies  have  advised  against  indiscriminate 
selling  of  coal  merely  for  the  sake  of  getting  it 
placed.  Credits  have  been  watched  very  closely,  and 
conservatism  has  been  practiced  in  most  cases. 
The  dealers  will  have  a  very  dull  summer,  but 
should  have  a  very  active  business  next  fall  and 
winter.  In  consequence  the  companies  will  be 
taxed  to  meet  the  demand  for  coal  as  soon  as 
the  fall  and  winter  trade  opens  up. 

While  the  operations  of  all  the  companies  are 
supposed  to  be  working  on  full  time,  there  are 
rumors  that  some  of  the  companies  are  not 
pushing  their  operations  to  their  capacity.  Next 
week  there  will  be  one  holiday,  which  will 
likely  mean  two.  This  is  the  first  holiday  in 
some  weeks.  During  June  the  companies  will 
work  on  pretty  full  time,  as  it  is  anticipated 
that  considerable  coal  will  be  needed  for  the  lake 
trade,  and  there  is  also  need  for  stocking  up 
some  of  the  prepared  sizes  to  provide  for  the 
trade  next  fall  and  winter,  as  well  as  to  insure 
the  country  an  adequate  supply  of  anthracite 
should  there  be  labor  troubles  next  April.  The 
movement  of  coal  westward  by  lake  has  not 
started  yet,  only  a  few  cargoes  having  gone  out, 
and  only  a  nominal  tonnage  has  been  loaded  at 
the  several  lake  ports.  When  this  trade  starts 
up  it  will  take  quite  a  heavy  tonnage  for  some 
weeks,  as  the  western  docks  and  storage  points 
are  said  to  be  practically  free  from  coal,  and 
they  will  need  to  be  supplied  with  their  usual 
tonnage  for  next  winter’s  needs.  So  far  the  com¬ 
panies  have  not  added  to  their  stocks,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  during  April,  some  of  them  were 
compelled  to  rob  these  piles,  so  great  was  the 
demand  for  prepared  sizes.  Therefore,  to  re¬ 
plenish  these  piles,  will  keep  the  operations  pretty 
busy  during  June  and  July,  if  not  through  Au¬ 
gust. 

In  the  steam  sizes  the  situation  shows  no 
improvement.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  consid¬ 
erable  accumulation  of  these  sizes  along  the  lines 
of  the  coal-carrying  roads,  but  there  has  been 
no  accumulation  at  tidewater  ports  to  amount  to 
anything,  as  the  companies  do  not  care  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  these  sizes  at  points  where  they  would 


have  to  sacrifice  them  to  relieve  congestion. 
With  a  resumption  of  manufacturing,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  present  supply  would  hardly  be 
adequate  to  meet  the  demand,  and  that  prices 
would  stiffen  as  they  did  last  fall.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  even  pea  has  become  long,  and  influenced 
by  the  cutting  of  prices  by  the  independent  op¬ 
erators,  one  hears  of  it  being  offered  at  prices 
slightly  under  the  April  circular.  Buckwheat, 
rice  and  barley  are  easy,  and  are  sold  in  some 
instances  from  25  to  35  cents  under  the  cir¬ 
cular. 

Tidewater  business  lias  fallen  off  considerably, 
while  the  line  trade  has  also  lost  its  snap.  Cars 
arc  in  most  instances  very  plentiful,  and  no  time 
has  heen  lost  at  the  operations  for  want  of  them. 
Vessel  rates  are  very  low  and  prices  are  about 
as  last  quoted. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

In  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  it  is 
hard  to  find  any  signs  of  improvement.  While 
some  operators  or  dealers  may  report  some  im¬ 
provement  in  the  situation,  other  dealers  and 
operators  will  report  trade,  if  anything,  duller 
than  ever  before.  Some  companies,  largely  in¬ 
terested  in  supplying  public  utility  or  other  com¬ 
panies  of  this  kind,  find  that  their  normal  con¬ 
sumption  of  coal  is  not  hurt  so  much  by  the 
depression  in  business.  These  companies  are 
keeping  their  operations  running  on  pretty  good 
time.  Those  concerns  which  do  business  largely 
with  manufacturing  concerns  are  the  ones  that 
are  finding  their  trade  restricted,  and  they  are 
therefore  compelled  to  curtail  the  production  of 
their  mines  accordingly.  So  far  as  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  manufacturing  is  concerned,  this  glad  day 
seems  to  be  very  distant.  There  has  been  no 
improvement  in  the  manufacturing  situation 
throughout  the  east.  The  coal  trade  feels  the 
effect  of  any  change  in  factory  activity.  And 
there  is  hardly  a  concern  in  the  east  which  is 
not  closed  down  altogether  or  working  on  short 
time. 

Some  consumers  have  not  yet  made  contracts. 
They  are  either  consuming  old  stocks  of  coal  or 
are  buying  in  the  open  market.  Many  of  the 
concerns  under  contract  are  not  taking  their 
monthly  allotments,  and  no  amount  of  urging 
can  persuade  them  into  receiving  more  coal  each 
month  than  they  actually  require. 

In  the  far  east  business  has  not  yet  started 
up.  Some  few  cargoes  of  coal  are  going  for¬ 
ward,  but  the  buyers  are  not  yet  taking  their 
normal  amounts.'  Later,  or  when  these  consum¬ 
ers  realize  that  they  will  have  only  a  limited 
time  to  get  in  their  winter  supply  of  fuel,  it  is 
believed  that  this  trade  will  become  very  active 
and  that  it  will  take  a  heavy  tonnage  right  up 
to  the  time  of  the  closing  of  these  ports  for  the 
winter. 

The  New  England  situation  is  quiet.  Trade  is 
dull  everywhere,  and  at  most  of  the  ports  only 
small  cargoes  of  coal  were  received  this  week. 
Considerable  of  the  Maryland  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  standard  grade  coals  are  going  into  this 
territory,  and  there  are  rumors  that  the  contract 
prices  on  these  coals  are  not  being  rigidly  en¬ 
forced.  Owing  to  the  cheap  vessel  rates  now 
prevalent  these  coals  are  being  put  into  the  New 
England  markets  at  a  very  low  cost,  which  gives 
them  a  decided  advantage  over  the  Pennsylvania 
coals. 

In  New  York  harbor  spot  trade  is  practically 
at  a  standstill.  Very  few  spot  sales  are  reported. 
Receipts  of  coal  at  the  ports  are  some  heavier 
than  last  week,  but  the  reports  are  way  short  of 
former  seasons.  Some  bargain  lots  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  coals  were  offered  as  low  as  $2.40  this 
week,  but  the  bulk  of  the  coal  offered  is  from 
$2.50  up. 

The  vessel  market  shows  no  improvement,  and 
unless  there  is  some  improvement  soon,  owners 
of  large  tonnage  vessels,  schooners  principally, 
are  threatening  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
trade.  The  withdrawal  of  a  good  number  of 
these  boats  will  stiffen  freights.  At  prevailing 
rates  few  boat  owners  are  making  any  profits, 
and  should  they  happen  to  accidents  they  would 
lose  heavily.  Some  owners  have  refused  season 
contracts  considerable  in  advance  of  present  rates, 
which  shows  that  they  are  anticipating  great 
changes  in  conditions  before  the  season  ends. 
From  Philadelphia  quotations  on  large  vessels 
are  as  follows:  To  Boston  and  Salem,  55  to 


00  cents ;  to  Portland,  60  cents ;  Lynn  and  Ports¬ 
mouth,  70  cents;  Newburyport,  75  cents;  Sarco, 
$1.00;  Bath,  65  to  70  cents;  Gardiner,  80  cents; 
Bangor,  70  to  75  cents;  to  sound  ports,  50  to 
55  cents.  From  the  Roads  and  Baltimore  like 
rates  prevail.  From  New  York  to  Boston 
around  the  cape,  55  to  60  cents ;  to  average  sound 
ports,  35  to  50  cents. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Dullness,  most  pronounced,  has  marked 
the  anthracite  market  during  the  week.  Some 
activity  resulted  from  filling  orders  left  over  from 
April  and  those  placed  upon  the  books  early  in 
May,  but  practically  no  new  business  has  devel¬ 
oped.  Rail  delivery  has  been  entirely  satisfac¬ 
tory,  for  cars  are  plentiful.  Domestic  sizes  have 
monopolized  the  business,  there  being  practically 
no  demand  for  steam  preparations.  Some  de¬ 
livery  on  contracts  has  been  made,  but  new 
orders  are  scarce,  with  no  prospect  of  an  imme¬ 
diate  improvement. 

Lake  business  is  dragging  along  at  a  snail's 
pace.  Only  a  few  scattering  charters  are  being 
made,  and  what  contracts  are  being  closed  are 
for  small  cargoes,  the  greater  number  being  con¬ 
signed  to  out  of  the  way  Michigan  ports.  Never 
in  the  history  of  the  port  has  there  been  such 
stagnation.  Present  indications  are  that  the  sea¬ 
son  will  write  a  new  record  for  light  business. 
Of  course,  the  coal  trade  is  but  a  reflection  of 
the  general  industrial  conditions.  No  ore  is  mov¬ 
ing,  because  the  steel  mills  are  practically  idle 
and,  with  the  iron  mills  at  a  standstill,  general 
activity  in  shipping  circles  must  suffer. 

The  eastern  trade,  which  may  usually  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  to  keep  the  market  in  a  healthy  tone, 
has  fallen  off  perceptibly  and  there  is  no  press¬ 
ing  demand  from  the  Northwest,  so  between  the 
two  horns  of  a  dilemma  the  coal  operators  arc 
finding-  little  encouragement.  An  evidence  of 
trade  dullness  is  presented  by  the  fact  that  in 
many  of  the  inland  towns  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  state  the  May  circular  has  not  been  put  in 
force,  dealers  allowing  their  customers  April 
prices  on  all  stock  bought  this  month,  with  the 
understanding  that  with  the  first  of  June  the 
double  advance  of  twenty  cents  a  ton  will  be 
made. 

That  this  has  been  something  of  an  induce¬ 
ment  to  consumers  is,  of  course,  certain,  but 
for  all  that,  there  has  been  no  unusual  rush. 
Stagnation  is  the  word,  and  continued  stagna¬ 
tion  for  an  indefinite  period  annears  certain. 
Local  coal  offices  which  usually,  at  this  season, 
are  crowded  with  business,  are  finding  scarcely 
enough  work  to  keep  the  office  forces  well  em 
ployed. 

The  steamer  W.  H.  Truesdale,  recently 
launched  at  Lorain,  is  at  the  Lackawanna  docks 
loading  coal.  She  came  down  light  and  this  is 
her  maiden  trip.  She  will  break  the  season’s 
record  by  taking  on  7,0f)0  tons,  the  largest  cargo 
loaded  at  these  docks  this  year. 

Bituminous  Unchanged. 

No  change  whatever  is  seen  in  the  bituminous 
market  this  week,  nor  are  soft  coal  operators 
prepared  to  predict  any  immediate  improvement. 
They  are  long  faced  just  now,  and  wonder  how 
matters  could  be  worse.  Operations  are  being 
conducted  at  the  mines  on  a  limited  scale,  and 
the  miners  are  having  plenty  of  time  to  attend 
to  their  gardens  which  have,  in  the  past,  been 
a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  the  mine  owners 
at  this  season  of  the  year. 

There  is  absolutely  no  market  for  soft  coal, 
the  few  sales  made  being  consummated  on  a 
basis  of  the  seller’s  desire  to  be  rid  of  his  stock. 
Some  coal  is  being  purchased  by  fore-handed 
dealers,  with  a  view  to  taking  advantage  of  de¬ 
pressed  prices. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines  east  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  May  9, 
compares  (in  tons)  with  the  corresponding 
period  last  year  as  follows : 

1908  1907  Decrease 

Week  ended  May  9 .  779,040  1,119,237  340,197 

Year  Jan  1  to  May  9. .  .15,790,427  20,517,074  4,726,647 
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Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  May  31. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
Dealers  are  looking  for  a  good  many  orders  for 
anthracite  to  come  in  during  the  last  days  of 
the  month,  as  many  retailers  have  bought  but 
little  coal.  This  will  mean  that  there  will  be 
a  rush  to  deliver  coal  during  the  next  week, 
or  before  the  June  circular  goes  into  effect. 

A  right  smart  slump  in  the  receipts  of  an¬ 
thracite,  was  reported  this  week,  the  trade  both 
by  tide  and  all-rail  showing  a  falling  off. 
Some  anthracite  companies  have  found  the 
trade  so  dull  they  have  placed  some  of  their 
barges  in  the  soft  coal  carrying  trade.  Some 
companies,  on  the  other  hand,  have  had  to  do 
some  outside  chartering  to  get  all  their  coal 
forward  that  their  contracts  call  for.  Only 
the  wealthiest  householders  are  now  stocking 
their  cellars  with  coal,  and  even  these  are  not 
buying  as  freely  as  in  former  years.  A  great 
falling  off  in  retail  buying  is  seen  when  com¬ 
parison  is  made  with  former  years.  This  does 
not  mean  that  less  coal  will  be  burned  next 
winter  than  in  former  winters,  and  retail  deal¬ 
ers  look  forward  to  having  a  busy  time  when 
the  fall  and  winter  season  sets  in. 

The  consumers  of  soft  coal  throughout  New 
England  are  not  increasing  their  consumption 
to  any  appreciable  extent,  and  the  situation  is, 
therefore,  just  about  as  dull  as  it  has  been  in 
months.  Even  those  concerns  which  have 
contracted  for  a  certain  monthly  tonnage  are 
not  taking  their  monthly  pro  rata  in  every  in¬ 
stance,  because  their  plants  are  not  working 
on  full  time.  In  some  instances  the  sellers 
find  that  the  cargoes  sent  forward  are  taken. 
In  the  spot  situation  not  many  calls  for  coal 
are  made,  and  shippers  have  shut  off  ship¬ 
ments.  Some  contracts  are  being  made  from 
week  to  week,  and  in  some  instances  the  prices 
named  are  very  low.  At  Philadelphia,  good 
coals  can  be  bought  as  low  as  $2.15  to  $2.25, 
which  with  a  water  rate  of  55  to  60  cents, 
puts  them  in  Boston  at  a  price  which  seems 
very  low  as  compared  with  some  of  the  prices 
paid  for  coals  here  last  year  about  this  time. 
Owing  to  the  cheap  water  rates  from  the 
Roads,  the  standard  grade  West  Virginia  coals 
are  having  the  advantage  in  these  markets,  and 
the  shippers  of  medium  grade  Pennsylvania 
coals  are  having  hard  work  to  place  their 
product. 

Vessel  rates  are  still  so  low  that  many 
schooners  are  tieing  up  from  week  to  week, 
as  they  do  not  find  the  rates  profitable.  From 
the  Roads,  55  cents  seems  to  be  about  the 
prevailing  rate.  Philadelphia  quotes  55  to  60 
cents,  while  60  cents  is  about  high  for  Balti¬ 
more.  From  New  York  around  the  cape,  50 
cents  is  about  top. 


News  Briefs. 

The  committee  on  arrangements  of  the  Re¬ 
tail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  States,  sends  out  the  following  card: 

“We  beg  to  announce  that  a  trip  to  the  mines 
is  being  arranged  for,  to  occupy  three  or  four 
days  of  most  interesting  sight-seeing  through 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  The  special  fea¬ 
tures  of  this  trip  will  be  visiting  the  mines 
known  as  ‘strippings’  which  our  former  visits 
have  never  included.  This  trip  will  take  place 
about  the  middle  of  June.” 

The  Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage 
Board,  Boston,  will  receive  bids  until  Friday, 
June  5,  for  delivery  of  bituminous  coal  as 
follows :  Chestnut  Hill  pumping  station,  6,000 
gross  tons ;  in  bins  at  Spot  Pond  pump¬ 
ing  station,  900  gross  tons;  on  cars  at  Arling¬ 
ton  pumping  station,  400  gross  tons.  For  sew¬ 
erage  works,  in  bins  at  Deer  Island  pumping 
station,  2,250  gross  tons;  in  bins  at  East  Bos¬ 
ton  pumping  station,  3,000  gross  tons;  in  bins 
at  Charlestown  pumping  station,  900  gross 
tons;  in  bins  at  Alewife  Brook  pumping  sta¬ 
tion,  450  gross  tons;  in  bins  at  Ward  Street 
pumping  station,  2,400  gross  tons;  in  bins  at 
Quincy  pumping  station,  500  gross  tons;  in 
bins  at  Nut  Island,  500  gross  tons.  The  coal 
is  to  be  delivered  at  the  several  stations  be¬ 
tween  July  1,  1908,  and  June  1,  1909,  as  re¬ 
quired  by  the  engineers  of  the  water  and 
sewerage  works. 


The  finance  board  of  the  city  of  Boston 
figure  out  that  there  was  saved  the  city  $22,- 
557  on  the  32,500  tons  of  coal  bought  for 
the  various  city  institutions  recently.  The  com¬ 
mission  recommends  purchases  of  this  coal 
as  follows: 

Tons.  Children’s  Institutions. 

700  Spring  £oal  Company,  Pocahontas.  .. $4.13  Plan  1 
Pauper  Institutions.  „ 

4,800  Metropolitan  Coal  Company,  Jenner..  3.65  Plan  2 
Ferry  Division. 

10,000  Spring  Coal  Company,  Pocahontas...  3.52  Plan  1 
Sewer  Division. 

10,000  Spring  Coal  Company,  Pocahontas.  . .  3.68  Plan  1 
Penal  Institutions. 

0,500  Clarke  Bros.,  Hillsdale .  3.17  Plan  2 

Health  Department. 

500  Spring  Coal  Company,  Pocahontas.  .  .  .  4.10  Plan  1 

There  were  some  fifteen  or  twenty  firms  bid¬ 
ding  for  the  above  business.  The  commis¬ 
sion  recommends  that  chemical  analysis  of  all 
coal  delivered  be  made  carefully,  and  also  that 
boiler  tests  be  made,  and  that  records  of  these 
tests  be  preserved  for  guidance  in  future  pur¬ 
chases. 

Speaking  of  the  purchase  of  the  Federal 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va., 
by  the  New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Company, 
President  James  L.  Richards  of  the  gas  com¬ 
pany,  who  has  just  returned  from  Fairmont, 
said:  “The  gas  interests  found,  after  experi¬ 
ments  made,  that  taking  everything  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  70,000,000  tons,  or  thereabout, 
of  coal  owned  by  the  Federal  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  was  the  best  suited  for  their  purpose 
of  any  of  the  coals  which  they  experimented 
with;  consequently,  a  few  weeks  ago  they  made 
a  temporary  contract  for  a  quantity  of  the 
production  of  the  Federal  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
and  at  that  time  secured  options  for  both  a 
renewal  of  the  temporary  contract  for  a  long 
period  of  years  and,  also,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  property,  and  last  Saturday  the  gas  inter¬ 
ests  availed  themselves  of  the  option  for  the 
purchasing  of  the  control  of  the  property.” 


Philadelphia  News  Notes. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  21. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — At  the  Columbia  Club,  Broad  and 
Oxford  streets,  tonieffit  the  Philadelphia  Kokoals 
will  have  a  smoker  and  entertainment,  at  which 
they  expect  to  have  at  least  three  hundred  guests 
present.  A  vaudeville  program  has  been  arranged. 
The  Philadelohia  Kokoals  are  already  making 
their  arrangements  to  have  a  large  delegation 
at  the  Buffalo  Pow-Wow  in  July,  and  at  the 
entertainment  tonight  it  is  believed  that  the 
plans  for  the  Buffalo  invasion  will  be  informally 
discussed. 

The  suit  of  the  International  Coal  Mining 
Company  against  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
through  which  the  coal  company  seeks  to  re¬ 
cover  $100,000  which  they  allege  they  have  lost 
through  the  discrimination  of  the  railroad,  was 
resumed  Tuesday  before  Judge  Holland  in  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court.  A  voluminous 
mass  of  documentary  evidence  tabulated  by  ex¬ 
pert  accountants  has  been  introduced  as  evidence, 
and  there  is  considerable  discussion  over  this 
evidence  by  the  lawyers  on  both  sides  of  the 
case.  Chester  N.  Willson,  secretary  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Comnanv,  William  H.  Fox,  an  officer 
of  the  Logan  Coal  Company,  and  Frederick  A. 
Von  Bomberg,  of  the  Reickart  Coal  Company, 
were  witnesses.  Through  them  Mr.  Newlin 
sought  an  opinion  on  the  commercial  value  of 
overlapping  contracts  for  shipments  of  coal,  al¬ 
lowed  to  certain  coal  companies  and  refused  to 
the  International  company.  Judge  Holland  ruled 
that  these  opinions  were  not  relevant  unless 
supported  bv  facts  showing  an  actual  loss  by 
such  alleged  favoritism. 


The  coal  yard  run  for  years  by  Bernard  Car- 
roll's  Sons,  No.  316  Avenue  A,  New  York,  has 
been  discontinued,  the  firm  retiring  from  the  coal 
business.  The  equipment  of  the  firm  has  been 
taken  over  by  J.  R.  Rheinfratik  Company,  Four¬ 
teenth  street  and  East  River,  who  will  serve  Car- 
roll’s  former  patrons.  Inability  on  the  part  of 
the  Carrolls  to  renew  the  lease  for  the  yard  at 
the  former  rental,  or  one  which  would  enable 
them  to  do  business,  is  responsible  for  their  re¬ 
tirement  and  the  abandonment  of  the  old  coal 
yard. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  May  21. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  no  great  improvement  in 
conditions  here,  but  still  what  change  has  oc¬ 
curred  has  been  for  the  better.  There  is  also 
a  feeling  of  optimism  in  the  trade  that  gives  it 
a  healthy  color  in  spite  of  a  season  of  light  de¬ 
mand  and  of  unusually  low  prices. 

Jere  H.  Wheelwright,  in  an  interview,  voices 
the  sentiments  of  many  coal  men  here  who  be. 
lieve  that  there  will  be  a  distinct  revival  follow¬ 
ing  the  outcome  of  the  national  conventions,  and 
a  big  wave  of  prosperity  following  the  national 
election,  if  its  result  is  assuring  to  the  investing 
public.  Mr.  Wheelwright,  as  vice  president  of 
the  Consolidation,  Fairmont  &  Somerset  inter¬ 
ests,  is  in  close  touch  with  the  industrial  pulse, 
and  his  opinion  is  not  the  result  of  snap  judg¬ 
ment,  but  of  careful  study. 

“  The  business  outlook  seems  encouraging  to 
me,  rather  than  otherwise,”  said  Mr.  Wheel¬ 
wright.  “Prospects  are  brighter  for  fine  crops 
than  ever  before.  The  steel  mills  have  shut 
down  or  have  curtailed,  but  must  soon  re¬ 
sume.  The  railroads  have  put  off  buying  new 
equipment  and  new  rails,  yet  their  old  equip¬ 
ment  and  rails  are  daily  wearing  out.  The 
same  is  true  in  a  general  way  of  all  business 
lines.  Stocks  are  being  exhausted  and  soon  must 
be  renlenished.  Phenomenal  demands  for  service 
must  soon  be  made  on  the  railroads.  Fires  and 
furnaces  must  soon  be  ^rekindled  all  over  the 
country. 

“Then  there  will  be  a  scarcity  of  labor.  There 
will  be  work  for  every  man,  and  every  kind  of 
demand  will  be  greater  than  the  supply.  The 
longer  inactivity  prevails  the  longer  and  greater 
will  be  the  return  wave  of  prosperity. 

“What  is  first  necessary  is  to  determine  whether 
we  are  to  have  a  government  which  will  pro¬ 
tect  legitimate  corporate  interests.  A  rotten 
corporation  is  a  menace :  a  good  one,  honestly 
conducted,  a  blessing.  Once  capital  is  assured 
a  square  deal,  the  country  will  have  an  era  of 
unprecedented  prosperity.” 

Business  Improving. 

In  line  with  the  above  is  the  fact  that  signs  of 
stronger  business  conditions  are  not  lacking  here. 
I  he  demand  for  strictly  local  coal  consumption 
is  improving  slowly,  and  a  betterment  in  line 
business  is  reported  by  many.  Some  of  the  de¬ 
layed  contracts  also  found  their  way  in  during 
the  past  week. 

Charters  remain  about  the  same,  the  rates 
being  abnormally  low. 


Terse  News  Notes. 

Robert  P.  Kuhn,  a  well-known  coal  dealer, 
was  married  here  April  29  to  Miss  Anna  O. 
Knorr. 

Pittsburgh  banking  interests  are  reported  as 
dickering  for  the  control  of  the  Merchants’  Coal 
Company  of  this  city. 

Baltimore  County  Commissioners  have  awarded 
the  Enterprise  Fuel  Company  the  contract  for 
coal  fo  rthe  courthouse  at  Towson  and  the  alms¬ 
house. 

The  George  H.  Meyer  Coal  Company  has  been 
incorporated  here  by  Clarence  FI.  Oldson.  John 
H.  Goldsmith,  Joseph  F.  Donovan  and  George 
H.  Meyer. 

The  trade  is  interested  in  the  present  move  by 
the  railroads  for  a  general  freight  rate  increase 
to  aggregate  ten  per  cent.  Even  if  carried  out 
it  is  not  believed  that  there  will  be  anything  like 
a  ten  per  cent  increase  in  coal  carrying  rates. 

Clarence  W.  Watson,  president  of  the  Con 
solidation  Coal  Company,  has  returned  from  Mul- 
doon’s  health  farm  looking  the  picture  of  health. 
He  was  accompanied  by  J.  R.  Buckingham,  also 
of  the  Consolidated,  who  gained  five  pounds  in 
as  many  days. 

An  imoortant  ruling  on  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  decision  holding  the  initial  carrier  re¬ 
sponsible  for  lost  freight  was  delivered  here 
this  week  by  Judge  Sams  in  the  City  Court. 
Goods  shipped  by  Baltimore  &  Ohio  were  lost 
on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern.  Under  the  de¬ 
cision  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is  responsible  to 
the  shipper, 
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T«rs©  Paragraphs  Epitomize  the  Coal 
Trade  Activities  East  of 
the  Alleghenies. 


A.  K.  Wright,  of  the  Grampian  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Clearfield,  Pa.,  was  a  visitor  to  the  New 
York  coal  trade  on  Wednesday. 

W.  S.  Aldcn,  a  director  in  the  firm  of  W.  A. 
Marshall  &  Co.,  and  manager  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  office  of  that  company,  was  a  visitor  to  the 
New  York  trade  this  week. 

R.  Young  Brothers’  Coal  Company,  White 
Plains,  N.  Y.,  has  been  incorporated  with  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $25,000.  The  directors  are:  Cor¬ 
nelius  P.  Young  and  George  W.  Young  of  W  hite 
Plains. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
contract  for  150,000  tons  of  coal  for  eastern 
plants  will  be  let  about  July  1,  and  firms  inter¬ 
ested  are  already  making  plans  to  bid  on  the 
same. 

The  Mesick  Coal  Company,  No.  1  Broadway, 
New  York,  has  taken  another  large  room  ad¬ 
joining  its  offices,  which  now  gives  them  quite 
a  lot  of  space.  This  concern  has  been  greatly 
increasing  its  tonnage  within  the  last  year,  which 
necessitates  the  increasing  of  its  office  facilities 
and  forces. 

The  New  York  offices  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  & 
Navigation  Company  have  been  moved  from  the 
sixth  to  the  fifth  floors  of  the  Central  building. 
No.  143  Liberty  street.  The  “Old  Company” 
now  occupies  much  larger  quarters  in  the  south¬ 
west  corner  of  the  building,  where  they  have  the 
quarters  occupied  by  the  Coxe  Brothers  Company 
for  many  years. 

The  New  York  Kokoals  will  have  a  vaude¬ 
ville  and  smoker  at  Reisenweber’s  restaurant, 
Broadway  and  Fifty-eiglith  street,  on  Friday 
evening  June  5th.  Every  member  of  the  order 
will  be  permitted  to  bring  as  many  guests  as  he 
desires.  The  committee  having  the  affair  in 
hand  consists  of  W.  F.  Armstrong,  George  Eltz 
and  Thos.  F.  Macksey. 

Arthur  Rice,  Commissioner  of  the  New  York 
Coal  "Merchants’  Association,  and  George  T. 
Rogers,'  of  Ward  &  Olyphant,  New  York,  left 
Wednesday  for  a  three  weeks  fishing  trip  up  in 
Canada.  Two  expert  guides  will  see  that  the  two 
fishermen  find  the  lakes  where  the  most  fish 
abound,  and  will  look  after  their  luggage  and 
camp  while  they  are  having  the  time  of  their 
lives. 

The  Shea  miners’  certificate  case,  which  was 
brought  by  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  Lackawanna  county  courts  a  few 
years  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  the  law,  has  been  placed  on  the 
argument  list  at  Scranton  for  the  latter  part  of 
this  month,  but  will  probably  be  carried  over 
until  the  October  term  of  court.  The  Shaleen 
case,  brought  under  similar  circumstances,  has 
been  marked  off  the  list. 

Advices  from  Pottsville,  Pa.,  are  that  the  next 
annual  taxes  on  the  unseated  coal  lands  in  that 
section  will  become  due  on  June  1.  Each  year 
about  $30,000  is  paid  into  the  county  treasury 
by  the  various  coal  companies  as  taxes  on  these 
lands,  which  are  practically  worthless  so  far  as 
the  mineral  wealth  is  concerned.  The  owners, 
however,  do  not  wish  to  part  with  them.  As 
there  are  no  workings  on  these  lands,  only  the 
minimum  tax  rate  is  assessed. 

Tt  is  announced  that  the  Reliance  colliery  at 
Pittston,  owned  by  the  Reliance  Coal  Company, 
will  soon  start  up  operations.  This  company  was 
in  the  courts  some  months  ago,  but  the  reoi- 
ganization  is  now  about  concluded  and  the  new 
company  will  soon  be  producing  coal.  The 
workings  filled  with  water  during  the  suspen¬ 
sion  and  pumps  are  now  working  to  have  them 
clear.  It  is  believed  that  the  operation  will 
be  in  full  swing  by  June  1. 

The  Howe  Scale  Company,  of  Chicago,  is  in¬ 
stalling  a  modern  coal  plant  for  Robert  J.  Pegg 
at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  The  pocket  differs  from 
ethers  in  this  section.  Among  the  advantages 


claimed  for  this  style  of  pocket  is  the  preventing 
of  breakage,  which  is  from  three  to  five  per  cent, 
less  than  from  other  kinds.  By  means  of  screens 
and  baggers,  a  ton  of  coal  can  be  bagged  in  one 
minute.  The  pocket  is  a  massive  wooden  struc¬ 
ture,  having  twelve  spouts,  and  all  of  them  can 
be  managed  by  one  man  with  a  lever. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Rail¬ 
road  has  completed  plans  for  the  construction  of 
a  new  cut-off  between  Lake  Hopatcong  and  the 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  which  will  reduce  the  dis¬ 
tance  between  Jersey  City  and  Buffalo  by  ten 
miles.  This  will  give  the  Lackawanna  a  low 
grade  road  through  the  Jersey  hills,  and  will 
enable  it  to  make  much  quicker  schedules,  both 
for  its  passengers  and  freight  trains.  The  cost 
of  the  cut-off  will  be  around  $10,000,000.  The 
heaviest  grade  of  the  new  track  will  be  only 
twenty-nine  feet  to  the  mile. 

Christ  &  Falker,  contractors  of  Mahanoy 
City,  Pa.,  have  been  awarded  the  contract  for  the 
erection  of  a  mammoth  breaker  at  the  No.  6 
colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany  at  Lansford.  This  new  breaker  will  re¬ 
quire  about  1,000,000  feet  of  lumber  for  its  con¬ 
struction,  and  when  completed  will  have  a  ca¬ 
pacity  of  2,000  tons  of  coal  daily.  These  con¬ 
tractors  are  at  present  raising  the  timbers  for 
the  mammoth  breaker  for  the  No.  9  colliery  of 
the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  at  Coal- 
dale,  which  they  will  push  to  an  early  comple¬ 
tion. 

John  H.  Winder,  general  manager  of  the 
Clinchfield  Coal  Company,  with  headquarters  at 
Roanoke,  Va.,  was  a  visitor  to  New  York  this 
week.  He  says  that  the  work  of  construction 
on  the  Carolina.  Clinchfield  ’ic  Ohio  Railway, 
which  will  furnish  transportation  for  the  Clinch- 
field  coal,  is  being  pushed  rapidly,  and  that 
within  a  year  the  road  will  be  complete.  At  pres¬ 
ent  the  Clinchfield  company  is  getting  out  a  fair 
tonnage,  which  is  finding  its  way  into  the  South¬ 
ern  markets.  With  the  increase  in  railroad  con¬ 
nections  the  tonnage  of  this  company  will  be 
enormously  increased. 

The  New  York  Times  says  that  H.  H.  Rogers 
is  now  directing  his  attention  to  a  plan  for  making 
the  Tidewater  Railroad  a  factor  in  the  coal 
market  of  the  middle  west,  by  arranging  for  con¬ 
nections  with  roads  running  to  Chicago  and  other 
points  on  the  Great  Lakes.  The  connections  re¬ 
garded  as  the  most  feasible  are  with  the  Kanawha 
&  Michigan  and  the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Central.  By 
means  of  the  latter  road,  connection  can  he  made 
with  the  Chicago,  Cincinnati  &  Louisville.  All 
that  is  needed  to  connect  the  Tidewater  with  the 
Kanawha  &  Michigan  is  the  construction  of  a 
bridge 'across  the  Kanawha  River  at  Carbondale, 
W.  Va.,  and  it  is  reported  that  initial  steps  have 
been  taken  looking  to  this  construction. 

Already  members  of  the  New  York  coal  trade 
are  commencing  to  make  their  plans  for  resi¬ 
dences  for  the  summer  months.  Not  many  will 
spend  the  summer  abroad,  but  the  mountains 
and  seashores  will  be  liberally  patronized.  Some 
six  weeks  or  two  months  ago  Mr.  J.  H.  Abbott, 
tidewater  sales  agent  of  the  Lackawanna,  took 
up  his  summer  residence  at  Lake  Hopatcong. 
Edward  Brevoort,  Jr.,  of  F.  A.  Potts  &  Co.,  will 
take  a  cottage  at  Cape  Cod,  where  he  will  spend 
the  week  end  with  his  family.  Along  the  Jersey 
shore  a  great  many  coal  men  have  summer 
homes,  and  as  soon  as  the  Jersey  Central’s 
Sandy  Hook  steamers  start  up  it  is  expected  that 
the  coal  trade  colony  will  be  among  their  most 
regular  patrons. 

An  order  has  been  issued  by  the  Lehigh  Coal 
&  Navigation  Company  to  all  its  foremen  to 
send  to  the  main  office  the  names  of  all  rela¬ 
tives  employed  under  them.  Some  years  ago, 
it  is  said  that  the  company  enforced  a  rule  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  employing  of  relatives,  but  as 
the  industry  progressed  the  rule  was  forgot¬ 
ten  and  relatives  were  put  in  the  favorite  jobs 
to  the  disadvantage  of  others.  Only  recently 
the  matter  has  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
company’s  officials,  and  the  request  for  the 
names  of  relatives  employed  under  foremen 
has  been  the  result. 

Announcement  is  made  that  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  will  reopen  the 
old  Beechwood  colliery  at  Mount  Laffee,  so  as  to 


further  develop  its  vast  coal  interests  in  the  south¬ 
ern  coal  field.  This  operation  was  once  one  of 
the  most  important  in  the  regions.  Some  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  when  the  production  of  anthracite 
was  far  ahead  of  the  consumptive  demand,  this 
colliery  was  abandoned,  and  the  workings  were 
dismantled.  Now  conditions  have  changed,  and 
it  is  believed  that  the  Reading  will  produce  a 
large  tonnage  at  this  operation.  It  is  expected 
that  preparation  will  begin  at  once  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  mammoth  shaft,  and  that  the  under¬ 
ground  workings  will  be  cleared  of  water  so  that 
developments  on  a  large  scale  can  be  made. 

A  Clearfield  correspondent  says  of  the  coal 
situation  in  that  region :  “The  soft  coal  situ¬ 
ation  shows  no  improvement  whatever.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  continual  stagnation  in  the  markets, 
a  large  majority  of  the  mines  are  closed  down 
or  working  only  half  time.  The  operator  in 
position  to  work  full  is  the  exception.  The  gen¬ 
eral  tendency  has  been  to  wait  for  business, 
rather  than  ship  coal  without  orders,  and  as 
a  result  the  serious  cut  in  prices  of  former 
years  have  not  been  so  frequently  repeated  this 
year.  Bargain  counter  offers  are  made  every 
few  days,  however,  odd  lots  being  left  over,  com¬ 
pelling  the  owner  to  cut  them  loose  to  avoid 
serious  loss  on  demurrage.  As  a  result  of  the 
curtailment  of  operations,  miners  are  leaving  the 
fields  in  large  numbers.” 

The  eastern  coal  trade  lost  one  of  its  most 
highly  respected  members  by  the  death  of  Max 
Frick,  which  occurred  at  his  home  at  Bland- 
berg,  Pa.,  on  Monday.  Mr.  Frick  was  fifty- 
seven  years  of  age.  He  was  for  some  fifteen 
years  at  No.  1,  Broadway,  New  York  City,  and 
the  offices  of  his  company,  the  Frick  Coal  Mining 
Company,  are  still  maintained  there  and  are 
looked  after  by  his  son,  Ernest  V.  Frick.  Max 
Frick  operated  the  Max  F’rick  collieries  in  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania,  of  which  the  Frick  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company  is  the  selling  agent,  and  he  had 
recently  spent  most  of  his  time  supervising  the 
operating  end  of  the  business.  He  is  survived 
by  four  sons,  of  whom  Fred,  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  mining  operations,  is  the  oldest.  The  in¬ 
terment  was  at  Utahville,  Pa. 

For  the  purpose  of  reorganization,  the  property 
of  the  Crystal  Run  Coal  Company,  at  Frack- 
ville,  Pa.,  will  be  sold  by  the  sheriff  on  May  23, 
the  sale  being  a  private  one.  The  sale  includes 
both  the  real  estate  and  personal  propet ly  of  the 
company,  and  covers  the  large  breaker,  engines 
and  other  appurtenances  necessary  to  the  work¬ 
ing  of  the  colliery.  The  coal  land  includes  four 
tracts  bought  from  the  executors  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Charles  L.  Borie,  on  November  15, 
1901.  The  lessees  of  the  lands  were  to  pay  an 
annual  rental  of  $3,000  for  the  working  privi¬ 
leges,  and  were  also  to  give  the  executors  of 
the  Borie  estate  a  slight  royalty  on  all  coal.  The 
tract  covers  about  2,000  acres  on  the  top  of 
Broad  Mountain,  being  located  in  West  Mahanoy, 
New  Castle,  Ryan,  Cass  and  Butler  townships. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  entire  tract  and  colliery 
is  worth  about  $500,000. 

The  strike  of  the  coal  teamsters  in  Brooklyn 
reached  an  acute  stage  on  Wednesday,  when  the 
striking  men  became  violent.  The  strike  was 
started  last  week.  The  men  are  demanding  an 
increase  in  wages  which  the  coal  companies 
refuse  to  grant.  Some  150  to  200  men  are  out, 
and  there  is  a  probability  that  the  strike  may 
spread  to  other  sections  of  the  city  than  the 
Gowanus  Canal  section,  where  it  began.  On 
Wednesday  a  wagon  of  coal  belonging  to  Nelson 
Bros,  was  dumped  into  the  street,  the  strikers 
cutting  the  traces  and  setting  the  horses  loose. 
In  the  Bav  Ridge  section  Tuesday  twelve  men 
attacked  the  drivers  of  one  of  Nelson’s  wagons. 
Those  firms  affected  by  the  strike  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  out  at  their  plants  are  as  follows : 
Weber  &  Quinn,  16  out;  L.  Conzer,  11;  Nelson 
Bros.,  16;  Wm.  Nungasser,  10;  Thomas  Woods’ 
Sons,  5;  Z.  O.  Nelson,  15;  Greason.  Son  & 
Dalzell,  15;  John  F.  Schmadcke,  50;  Offerman 
Company,  17.  Tihe  coal  companies  have  no 
intention  of  acceding  to  the  demands  of  the 
strikers.  The  latter  went  out  with  the  intention 
of  takiim  the  dealers  by  surprise  and  have  pre¬ 
sented  no  demands.  It  happens  that  most  of 
the  orders  for  April  and  May  coal  have  been 
filled,  so  that  the  dealers  are  not  so  pressed  for 
men  to  make  deliveries. 


>No.  21] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


27 


Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


Limitations  on  Liabilities  of  Em¬ 
ployer. — While  the  law  devolves  upon 
he  master  the  duty  of  exercising  ordi¬ 
nary  care  to  furnish  the  servant  a  rea¬ 
sonably  safe  place  in  which,  and  rea¬ 
sonably  safe  machinery  or  appliances 
vith  which,  to  work,  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  says  (Great 
Western  Sugar  Co.  vs.  Pray,  158  Fed¬ 
eral  Reporter,  756)  that  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  master  attaches  for  injury 
Trough  a  defect  of  machinery  which 
was  or  ought  to  have  been  known  to 
tim,  and  was  unknown  to  the  employe 
>r  servant.  In  other  words,  the  master 
is  not  liable  for  the  consequences  of 
langer,  but  only  for  the  consequences 
'vhich  ensue  from  his  negligence.  So 
hat,  when  conducting  his  business  in 
i  way  that  seems  to  him  best,  although 
i  different  way  may  be  less  dangerous, 
le  furnishes  the  servant  machinery  or 
ippliances  reasonably  safe  for  the  serv- 
int’s  use,  such  as  under  reasonable  care 
ipon  the  part  of  the  servant  can  be 
ised  without  danger  except  such  as  is 
ncident  to  the  business  in  which  such 
nstrumentalities  are  employed,  he  is  not 
mswerable  for  injury  resulting  from 
uch  use.  The  master  has  the  right, 
ti  putting  an  adult,  intelligent  man  at 
vork  with  a  given  anoliance,  after  ex- 
ilaining  to  him  its  use  and  operation, 
o  rely  upon  the  presumption  that  the 
ervant  will  observe  the  directions,  take 
ognizance  of  obvious  dangers,  and  will 
■xercise  due  precaution  and  care  in  the 
ise  of  the  appliance  to  avoid  dangers. 


Rights  of  Common  Carriers. — A  com- 
non  carrier  has  the  right,  the  United 
states  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  holds 
Platt  vs.  Lecocq,  158  Federal  Reporter, 
'23)  to  conduct  its  own  business  ac- 
ording  to  law  free  from  the  interfer- 
nce  of  strangers.  It  may  make  rules 
or  its  conduct  which  fix  the  times,  the 
daces,  the  methods,  and  the  forms  in 
vhich  it  will  receive  the  commodities  it 
iffers  to  transport,  and  these  rules  are 
iresumptively  reasonable  and  just.  They 
nay  not  be  lawfully  annuled  or  modi- 
ied  by  commissions  or  courts  unless 
hey  are  clearly  shown  to  be  unlawful 
>r  unreasonable.  It  must  receive  at 
easonable  times  goods  of  the  kinds  it 
indertakes  to  transport.  But  the  law 
mposes  no  duty  upon  it  to  receive 
noney  or  goods,  and  thereby  to  assume 
iability  for  their  safekeeping  and  in- 
urance  an  unreasonable  length  of  time 
efore  the  transportation  can  begin, 
'he  reasonableness  of  the  time  within 
vhich  it  must  receive  them  is  to  be 
leasured  primarily  by  its  relation  to  the 
ransportation  of  the  property,  to  the 
usiness  of  the  carrier,  with  secondary 
nd  proper  consideration  of  the  business 
f  its  customers. 


Words  Not  Capable  of  Monopolisa- 
' an  as  Trade-Marks. — Geographical 
erms  and  words  descriptive  of  the 
haracter,  quality,  or  place  of  manu¬ 


facture  of  an  article,  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court  says  (in  American  Wine 
Co.  vs.  Kohlman,  158  Federal  Reporter, 
830)  are  not  capable  of  monopolization 
as  a  trade-mark.  To  entitle  a  person 
to  the  protection  in  the  use  of  a  name 
as  a  trade-mark  his  right  to  use  it  must 
be  exclusive,  and  not  a  name  which  oth¬ 
ers  may  employ  with  as  much  truth  as 
he  who  uses  it.  The  word  “American” 
is  broadly  geographic,  and  the  court  is 
clear  on  the  proposition  that  the  words 
“American  Wine  Company”  are  not  in 
themselves  a  good  trade-mark,  and  can¬ 
not  be  exclusively  appropriated  as  a 
trade-mark  or  trade-name.  But  the  sale 
of  the  goods  of  one  manufacturer  or 
vendor  as  those  of  another  is  unfair 
competition,  and  constitutes  a  fraud 
which  a  court  of  equity  may  lawfully 
prevent  by  injunction. 


Where  Authority  of  Partner  Is  Lim¬ 
ited  and  Express  Authority  Relied  On. 
— The  power  conferred  by  law  on  one 
partner  to  act  as  the  agent  for  a  firm 
may  be  limited  by  the  other  members 
of  the  firm,  just  as  the  authority  inci¬ 
dent  to  any  other  agency  may  be  re¬ 
stricted  by  the  principal,  and  the  re¬ 
striction  become  binding  on  all  who  are 
apprised  of  it.  And  if  a  person  relies 
on  an  express  authority  to  one  member 
of  a  partnership  to  act  for  the  firm,  the 
St.  Louis  Court  of  Appeals  holds  (Tay¬ 
lor  vs.  Sartorious,  108  Southwestern 
Reporter,  1089)  he  must  deal  with  the 
member  within  the  terms  of  the  au¬ 
thorization,  as  in  other  sorts  of  agencies. 


Time  for  Rejection  of  Warranted  Ar¬ 
ticle. — In  determining  what  is  a  reason¬ 
able  time  in  which  to  reject  an  article 
on  account  of  a  breach  of  warranty,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  says  (Dor- 
rance  vs.  Dearborn  Power  Co.,  84 
Northeastern  Reporter,  269)  that  all  the 
circumstances,  the  conduct  of  the  seller, 
and  what  he  has  said,  are  to  be  taken 
into  consideration ;  but  the  buyer  is 
bound  to  reject  the  article,  if  at  all, 
within  a  reasonable  time  in  view  of  all 
such  circumstances,  acts,  and  state¬ 
ments,  otherwise  he  is  bound  to  keep 
the  article  and  pay  the  price,  less  the 
damages  occasioned  by  the  failure  of 
the  warranty. 


Remedies  of  Seller. — The  general  rule 
is  well  settled,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  York,  Appellate  Division,  says 
(Isaacs  vs.  Terry  •&  Tench  Co.,  109 
New  York  Supplement,  792)  that  upon 
the  breach  of  a  contract  for  the  sale  of 
a  chattel,  the  vendor  has  three  reme¬ 
dies,  viz :  to  store  the  property  for 
the  vendee  and  sue  for  the  purchase 
price ;  to  sell  it  as  agent  for  the  vendee 
and  recover  any  deficiency ;  or  to  keep 
the  property  and  recover  the  difference 
between  the  contract  price  and  the  mar¬ 
ket  value. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 

RailwayExchanceBank 

at  Chicago,  State  of  Illinois,  before  the  commencement  of  business  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  May,  1908,  as  made  to  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  for 
the  State  of  Illinois,  pursuant  to  law. 

RESOURCES. 

Loans  and  discounts . $536,034.95 

Overdrafts  .  118  73 

-  $  536,153.68 

Other  bonds  and  securities,  including  premiums.  .  .  .  152,671.73 

-  152,671.73 

Furniture  and  fixtures .  18,000 

-  18,000.00 

Due  from  National  Banks .  53,759.93 

Due  from  State  banks  and  bankers .  229,604.86 

-  283,364.79 

Checks  and  other  cash  items .  23,878.64 

Collections  in  transit .  1,682.88 

-  25,561.52 

Cash  on  hand — - 

a.  Gold  coin  .  782.50 

a.  Gold  treasury  certificates .  4,560.00 

b.  Silver  coin  .  2,063.10 

b.  Silver  treasury  certificates .  2,960.00 

c.  National  bank  currency .  1,500.00 

d.  Legal  tender  and  treasury  notes .  9,800.00 

e.  Fractional  currency,  nickels  and  cents .  2,260.45 

-  23,916.05 

Total . $1,039,667.77 

IiIABIIalTIES. 

Capital  stock  paid  in . $250,000.00 

Undivided  profits,  less  expenses  and  taxes  paid....  14.263.81 

- -  $  264,263.81 

Time  deposits,  savings .  92,770.07 

Time  deposits,  certificates .  229.00 

-  92,999.07 

Demand  deposits,  individual .  650,013.79 

Demand  deposits,  certificates .  7,965.74 

Demand  deposits,  certified  checks .  3,889.14 

Demand  deposits,  cashiers  check .  4,205.53 

-  666,074.20 

Due  to  other  banks.  National .  16,330.69 

-  16,330.69 

Total . $1,039,667.77 

State  of  Illinois,  County  of  Cook,  ss.: 

I,  Daniel  Peterkin,  cashier  of  the  Railway  Exchange  Bank,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  the  above  statement  is  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief.  DANIEL  PETERKIN,  Cashier. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  19th  day  of  May,  1908. 
rSeal]  C.  O.  WILSON,  Notary  Public. 


G.  C.  BOWMAN 


MINER  and  SHIPPER 

ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"LOPEZ” 

Kline  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 
“Best”  Has 
“White  Oak”  (Steam 
And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Oallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTST0N,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


"RELIANCE” 
“Bnck  Mountain” 
“Big  Vein  Lehigh” 
“Wilkes  Barre” 


COAL  DEALERS* 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  00. 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Go. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 

SCRANTON  COAL 

S.  C.  SCHBNCK,  Agt. 

Shipments  “All  Rail,”  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


8oft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 

Mined  In  West  Virginia. 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 
each  invoice  from  this  office. 


C.  L.  DERINC, 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 
IOOO-IO  Old  Colony 


When  you  buy  "SCRANTON” 
be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 
D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  May  21. —  ( Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — The  produc¬ 
tion  of  coal  continues  practically  at 
a  standstill  throughout  the  Hocking 
Valley.  A  few  mines  are  reported  to 
he  working  from  one  to  three  days  a 
week.  This  inactivity  is  likely  to  con¬ 
tinue  for  several  weeks  to  come.  It 
is  not  known  positively  just  when 
lake  coal  will  begin  to  move,  but  in¬ 
stead  of  the  s'eason  opening  early  in 
June  it  appears  now  that  there  will 
be  little  loading  at  the  docks  before 
July  1.  This  is  based  on  the  latest 
advices  received  by  the  big  shippers. 
The  ore  situation  is  still  a  doubtful 
problem.  A  short  time  ago  vessel 
owers  counted  on  getting  down 
about  sixty  per  cent  of  the  normal 
tonnage,  which  would  amount  to  24,- 
000,000  tons.  This  estimate  has  now 
been  reduced  to  15,000,000  tons. 

July  will  probably  see  fleets  in 
commission,  regardless  of  the  ability 
to  secure  ore  cargoes  on  the  return 
trip,  as  the  demands  of  the  coal  trade 
will  not  permit  of  longer  delay.  Ves¬ 
sels  can  at  least  earn  their  fixed  ex¬ 
penses,  it  is  estimated,  on  coal  alone, 
and  owners  of  bottoms  will  prefer 
doing  this  to  remaining  idle,  with  the 
season  slipping  away.  Possibly  there 
may  be  a  small  increase  in  coal 
freight  rates.  Five  months  will  be 
sufficient  in  which  to  get  up  all  the 
coal  that  the  northwest  is  likely  to 
demand  the  present  year. 

The  steam  trade  has  begun  to  look 
more  encouraging,  not  so  much  in  any 
largely  increased  demand,  but  in  the 
preparations  which  are  seen  on  every 
hand  for  resumption  by  manufactur¬ 
ing  concerns.  The  market  is  still  very 
dull.  West  Virginia  run-of-mine, 
which  remains  the  chief  factor  in  such 
tonnage  as  is  moving,  sells  from  70 
cents  to  00  cents.  The  small  amount 
of  Hocking  which  reaches  the  market 
commands  a  slightly  better  price. 
Contracts  for  the  latter  are  being 
taken  at  from  $1.10  to  $1.15.  Hocking 
domestic  lump  brings  from  $1.20  to 
$1.40. 

Hocking  District  Settlement. 

After  a  two  weeks’  session  the 
joint  committee  of  miners  and  oper¬ 
ators  reached  an  agreement  at  Ath¬ 
ens  on  Thursday  last.  The  contract, 
as  finally  signed  up,  is  quite  volumi¬ 
nous,  consisting  of  thirty-three  sec¬ 
tions.  and  apparently  covering  every 
possible  contingency  that  may  arise. 
The  chief  controversy  was  over  the 
demand  of  the  operators  for  payment 
of  penalty  by  miners  who  struck 
without  authority  of  the  district  union 
officials,  or  who  otherwise  stopped 
work,  except  under  provisions  of  the 
contract.  The  sum  of  $1  per  day  per 
man  was  the  terms  which  the  oper¬ 
ators  hoped  to  secure.  A  compromise 
was  accepted  in  the  form  of  a  pro¬ 
vision  that  a  miner  upon  conviction 
of  such  an  offense  should  be  fined 
$50,  the  sum  to  be  paid  into  the  treas¬ 
ury  of  the  sub-district.  The  “bug 
dust”  question,  which  was  also  a  dif¬ 
ficult  one  to  dispose  of.  was  settled 
by  agreement  to  pay  one-half  cent 
ner  ton  for  loading.  This  is  a  new 
feature  of  the  contract,  as  heretofore 
“bug  dust”  has  been  taken  out  of 
very  few  mines  in  the  valley.  The 
state  mine  inspector  now  requires  its 
removal,  as  a  measure  of  safety  in 
case  of  explosions.  Another  innova¬ 
tion  is  a  section  governing  fatal  acci¬ 
dents  and  funerals.  The  contract  is 


regarded  on  the  whole  to  be  quite 
satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

Ohio  Convention  Next  Week. 

All  arrangements  are  complete  for 
the  big  annual  convention  of  the 
Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  of  Ohio,  which  meets  in 
Columbus  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes¬ 
day  of  next  week,  May  20  and  27. 
The  sessions  will  be  held  in  the  as¬ 
sembly  room  of  the  great  Southern 
Hotel.  Among  prominent  speakers 
from  outside  the  state  will  be  Fred 
A.  Hobbs  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich., 
president  of  the  International  Coal 
Merchants’  Association,  and  Frank  E. 
Lukins,  secretary  of  the  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 
These,  with  the  addition  of  the  home 
talent,  promise  a  most  interesting 
program.  T.  L.  Lewis,  national  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
who  dug  his  first  coal  in  the  Hocking 
Valley,  and  who  still  retains  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Ohio,  will  be  on  hand  to 
make  an  address.  This  is  to  be  the 
first  occasion,  so  far  as  known,  on 
which  the  men  who  dig  the  coal  will 
be  represented  in  a  dealers’  conven¬ 
tion,  in  the  person  of  one  of  their 
prominent  leaders.  Entertainment  and 
hospitality,  aside  from  the  business 
features  of  the  convention,  await  both 
visiting  coal  men  and  their  wives.  A 
large  attendance  of  both  is  antici¬ 
pated. 


News  in  Brief. 

Jules  G.  Hoffman,  wholesale  coal 
dealer  of  Detroit,  was  a  caller  at  the 
offices  of  the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal 
Company  here  last  week. 

William  A.  Gipson,  treasurer  of  the 
Wholesale  and  Retail  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Ohio,  was  in  Columbus  on 
Thursday  of  last  week,  attending  the 
meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  the  Deaf  and  the  annual 
graduating  exercises.  Mr.  Gipson  is 
a  member  of  the  board. 

The  hearing  before  the  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road  Commission  on  the  application 
for  the  establishing  of  a  seventh 
freight  class  for  cheap  commodities 
has  been  postponed  from  May  19  to 
a  date  not  fixed.  Except  in  a  small 
number  of  instances  this  movement, 
if  successful,  will  not  effect  freights 
on  coal,  as  nearly  all  points  in  the 
state  now  enjoy  a  commodity  rate. 

W.  K.  Field,  vice-president  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  was  in  Co¬ 
lumbus  on  Saturday,  attending  a 
stockholders’  meeting  of  the  Hamil¬ 
ton  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
which  he  is  connected.  This  concern 
recently  installed  an  immense  coal 
storage  plant  at  Gary,  Ind.,  and  have 
other  large  contracts  for  their  coal¬ 
handling  and  storing  machinery. 

J.  M.  Roan,  formerly  manager  of 
mines  for  the  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany,  was  in  Columbus  on  Saturday 
last,  on  his  way  to  Dante,  Va.,  from 
Chicago,  and  other  western  points. 
He  has  been  looking  after  contracts 
for  machinery  to  be  used  in  the  new 
mines  of  the  Cumberland  Syndicate, 
the  big  Southern  developing  company 
with  which  he  and  John  H.  Winder 
are  now  connected. 

J.  L.  Graham,  a  former  Columbus 
coal  man  in  the  employ  of  M.  A.  Suy- 
dam  &  Co.,  but  now  with  the  Mokfena 
Roller  Mills  Company  of  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  was  married  in  that  city  on  the 


12th  inst,  the  bride  being  Miss  Anna 
Musser.  He  and  his  bride  sailed  on 
the  Canobic,  on  Saturday  last,  for  a 
two  months’  tour  of  Europe.  E.  B. 
Graham,  brother  of  the  groom  and 
secretary  of  the  Hisylvania  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  this  city,  attended  the  wedding. 

II.  H.  Hciner,  first  vice-president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  returned 
last  week  from  a  trip  to  the  north¬ 
west.  He  found  a  good  movement  in 
the  clearing  of  the  coal  from  the 
docks,  and  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  latter  will  be  in  shape  to  receive 
coal  as  fast  as  it  is  shipped  when  the 
lake  season  gets  under  way.  The 
Sunday  Creek  Company  hopes  to 
move  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  much 
coal  as  during  last  season,  when  they 
shipped  by  lake  a  million  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  tons. 

Hocking  Valley  railway  officials,  in¬ 
cluding  general  superintendent  M.  S. 
Connors  and  Superintendent  Harry 
Speaks,  were  in  Toledo  on  Saturday 
last,  to  view  the  starting  of  the  new 
coal-loading  machinery  on  the  com¬ 
pany’s  docks  at  that  city.  The  plant 
is  the  largest  of  its  kind  on  the  lakes, 
with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  an  hour, 
and  will  handle  the  largest  type  of 
gondola.  The  event  on  Saturday  was 
a  preliminary  test  and  the  machinery 
will  not  be  regularly  operated  until 
the  lake  season  opens. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  New 
York  Coal  Company,  whose  head¬ 
quarters  are  in  this  city,  was  held  at 
Augusta,  Me.,  last  week.  An  excel¬ 
lent  business  for  the  year,  up  until 
the  time  the  industrial  depression  set 
in,  was  reported.  A  very  encourag¬ 
ing  outlook  was  taken  for  the  com¬ 
ing  season,  which  is  already  being 
shown  in  a  practical  manner  by  the 
extensive  improvements  which  the 
company  now  has  under  way.  Di¬ 
rectors  were  elected  as  follows:  E. 
M.  Poston,  C.  W.  Thompson  and 
John  J.  Lentz  of  Columbus,  Frank  K. 
Pendleton  of  New  York  City,  and 
Howard  B.  Meridith  of  Detroit.  The 
board  chose  as  officers  E.  M.  Pos¬ 
ton,  president;  E.  K.  Pendleton,  first 
vice-president,  and  C.  W.  Thompson, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

Mrs.  Myra  A.  Suydarn,  owner  of 
the  Suydarn  &  Co.  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  of  this  city,  returned  to  Colum¬ 
bus  on  Thursday  last  after  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  seven  years.  During  all  of 
this  period  she  has  been  abroad  and 
has  visited  many  countries.  For  two 
years  she  was  a  resident  of  Japan, 
where  her  son-in-law,  Hunter  Fisher, 
is  a  United  States  consul.  Mrs.  Suy- 
dam  was  in  China  at  the  time  of  the 


Min*  31.  - Shaf*r  Min* 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Tress. 

Detroit  Office:  88*90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merldeth,  Vice-Pros. 

Minors  tnd  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader: — “Manhattan" 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Boxer  uprising,  being  among  the  las 
Americans  ta  leave  the  scene  of  trou 
ble  and  had  an  exciting  experience 
The  coal  business  of  which  she  is  th 
owner  is  the  oldest  retail  concern  ii 
Columbus,  and  was  founded  by  he 
husband,  the  late  D.  F.  Suydarn, 
pioneer  operator  of  the  Hocking  Va] 
ley,  in  the  days  when  coal  was  shippe 
in  here  by  canal.  William  S.  Cor 
nor,  who  has  been  manager  for  Suy 
dam  &  Co.,  for  a  number  of  years,  i 
a  member  of  the  executive  board  c 
the  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Deal 
ers’  Association  of  Ohio. 


Handling  Coal  in  Genoa. 

Deputy  Consul  Angelo  Boragino  fui 
nishes  the  following  information  r< 
garding  new  facilities  for  the  trail: 
portation  of  coal  from  Genoa  to  fai 
tories  in  neighboring  districts : 

The  transportation  of  coal  from  tl 
landing  piers  at  the  Genoa  wharvi 
has  been  considerably  increased  by  tl 
opening  of  a  tunnel,  cut  through  sol: 
rock,  and  leading  to  the  adjacent  Ci' 
of  Sampierdarena.  Coal  trucks  draw 
by  mules,  which  will  hereafter  pa: 
through  this  tunnel,  will  supply  fu 
for  the  consumption  of  the  differei 
factories  lying  between  the  City  of  G 
noa  and  Voltri  on  the  west  and  Bolz 
neto  on  the  northwest. 

The  dimensions  of  the  tunnel  are  : 
follows:  Length,  275  meters  (902  feet’ 
width,  15  meters  (49.2  feet)  ;  lieigl 
8  meters  (26.2  feet).  Constructi' 
work  was  begun  on  August  1,  190 
Trucks  transporting  coal  save  a  loi 
ascending  passageway,  involving  mo 
than  an  hour’s  time.  Some  600  carloac 
averaging  from  2J4  to  2  tons  of  co 
each,  will  pass  through  the  tunnel  dail 
Its  mouth  begins  on  the  pier,  just  u 
der  the  fortress  of  San  Benigno,  ai 
ends  at  Sampierdarena. 

The  question  of  the  speedy  trail 
portation  of  coal  arriving  by  sea  to  tl 
factories  of  the  north  of  Italy  is  tl 
most  engrossing  problem  of  the  poi 
and  much  importance  is  attached  to  ai 
measure  tending  toward  the  relief 
coal  congestion  on  the  local  wharvt 
Three  million  tons  of  foreign  coal  we 
landed  at  Genoa  last  year. 


J.  H.  WICKHAM 

Accountant  and  Auditor 

CINCINNATI,  O. 

Books  Straightened  Out 

Royalty  Statements  Prepared 
Complete  and  Special  Audits 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Office* : 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManlfal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennlah,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus,  Ohio 
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Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  27 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 
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White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  4 
Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  3 


•eoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

xavenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

larshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  32 

Irazil —  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  6 


KENTUCKY. 

.ouisvilL — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke. ...  40 

LOUISIANA. 

few  Orleans — 


Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co . 40 

i 

MABYLAND. 

laltlmore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

|  Bldg .  7 

I  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

1  Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  44 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

loston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St.  7 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  46  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St . 38 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  St  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St . •  37 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 


rnnaaeipnia  «  iceaaing  c-oai  <x  rruu  v-u., 

1  141  Milk  St . 44 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St . 37 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  3 

Jetroit—  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co......  33 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  84 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg . 86 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  • 

Sundav  Creek  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sscanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

MINNESOTA. 

Duluth- 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

I  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  *6 
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Minneapoll* — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  82 

D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  36 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  40 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co..  44 

St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  10 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 


MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 


Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg....  44 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  44 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  3 

New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 38 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  36 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 88 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 31 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway .  41 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway....  38 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co .  4 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H„  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  6 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place . 37 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  37 

Williams  &  Peters,  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York . 10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 


fags 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

r’-iUadelpbia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  38 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  36 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  38 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 38 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg .  34 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal .  44 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  38 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg . .  8 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co . 40 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  36 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  6 

Flttston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  27 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 


VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co . 36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 


Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  36 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks .  2 


Richmond— 

Chesapeake  Se  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  . .  36 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co...  34 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 33 

New  River  Con.  Coax  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  o 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  86 


Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co .  83 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  33 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg . . . .....  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg...  36 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library  .  36 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg . 38 

Howard  Colliery  Co .  6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  34 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  40 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  36 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  38 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ipgalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  4 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  4 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  I 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  38 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  40 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  36 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 
Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  28 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  39 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  28 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  3 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  88 

Toledo — 

D.  H  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg..  86 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  86 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  87 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

'  ~str>n — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 33 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  88 

Thurmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  37 

Ward — 

Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co .  39 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  » 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  ” 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  I 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . .  •  •  •  • 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg . ••••••  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  ® 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  40 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave.  40 

Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  8 

Superior —  _ 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  40 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirteenth 

St .  ' 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  ” 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto —  .  ,  _  ,  ,  „  . 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  St.,  E .  37 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Chesa.  &  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lana  . . . ••••  86 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St . 84 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  37 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  s 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mentio* 
The  Black  Diamond. 
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Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 
Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  45 

Boilers — 

Kewanee  Boiler  Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill .  43 

Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines 

Iowa  . 84 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  . 85 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 33 

Eriquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  31 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York . 37 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York . 37 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio.......  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  39 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111....  35 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill...  83 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . .  •  39 

Phillips  Mine  Ik  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  34 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnea- 

ville,  Ohio  .  45 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  82 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 


Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago . 83 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

COAL  HANDLING  MACHINERY- - 

'Broderick  &  Bascom  Co.,  St.  Louis. . 47 

Dodge  Coal  Storage  Co.,  Philadelphia — .  31 

Hayward  Company,  New  Vork . 37 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus .  41 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia .  33 

Coal  ivnning  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio.......  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . 48 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago . 42 

Coal  irockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  Vork . 47 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  83 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . - .  39 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago .  35 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  82 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago .  35 

Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 41 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Crossings  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  31 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  36 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..  33 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  39 

Dpteciive  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  43 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  85 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . .  41 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  36 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 


Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland....  45 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  37 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  35 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. .  83 
Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  39 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 46 

Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  81 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  48 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  87 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  84 
(Continued  on  page  82.) 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  yard  located  at 

Fifty-second  and  Lake  streets,  Austin. 
Excellent  chance  for  coal  business  or 
garage.  E.  C.  Kenny,  414  Fisher  bldg. 


COAL  LAND  FOR  SALE— 1,200 

acres,  two  veins,  clean  domestic,  4  ft. 
Near  railroad.  $15.00  acre.  Address 
J.  M.  Ross,  Somerset,  Ky. 


WANTED — First  class  mine  man¬ 
ager.  Must  be  practical  and  capable 
of  handling  men.  Address  G,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — A  producing  cannel 

coal  mine  on  main  line  of  railroad, 
four  feet  thick,  as  good  cannel  as 
ever  came  from  the  earth,  now  get¬ 
ting  a  car  a  day,  can  be  increased 
without  any  outlay,  cost  60c  a  ton 
to  mine  it  and  brings  $2.50;  also  the 
mineral  rights  by  deed  on  2,500  acres 
that  has  three  feet  cannel  and  four 
feet  bituminous,  also  lays  in  this 
county,  and  is  within  two  miles  of  a 
new  railroad  now  being  graded;  price, 
including  both  properties,  $5,000;  a 
bargain.  Address  P.  O.  Box  22,  Can¬ 
nel  City,  Ky. 


A  dvertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  £iven 
tor  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 Per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


FOR  RENT— Space  in  coal  office, 

with  use  of  phone  and  desk,  Old 
Colony  building.  Address  Box  95, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. _ 

FOR  RENT— The  J.  P.  Flynn  coal 
yard,  Forty-seventh  street  and  Wa¬ 
bash  Railroad,  633x130  feet,  with  tres¬ 
tle  trackage  of  1,200  feet.  Apply  M. 
B.  Flynn,  410  South  Canal  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 
reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond.  _  _ 

A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  ot 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  super¬ 
intendent  of  coal  mines.  Twelve  years’ 
experience  as  such.  Technical  educa¬ 
tion  Successful  record.  Best  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  82,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


OKLAHOMA  COAL  MINING 
PROPERTY  FOR  SALE— Or  trade, 
for  improved  Kansas  City  property  or 
Texas  land;  best  bargain  ever  offered 
in  Oklahoma  mining  property;  na¬ 
tional  lease  nearly  1,000  acres  on  mam 
line  of  railroad;  best  freight  rates  and 
car  service;  highest  grade  of  coal.  Ad¬ 
dress  J.  A.  Gulick,  Scollard  building, 
•  Dallas,  Texas. _ 

EXPERT  SECRET  SERVICE 

operative,  speaking  all  continental 
languages,  especially  skilled  in  min¬ 
ing,  is  open  for  engagements.  Ad¬ 
dress  box  90,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond.  __ 

WANTED — Wholesale  coal  sales¬ 
man.  Must  be  acquainted  with  Mich¬ 
igan  trade.  Reply  with  full  informa¬ 
tion.  Address  Box  80,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  master  me¬ 
chanic.  Take  charge  of  large  mining 
plant.  Must  have  first-class  refer¬ 
ences.  State  salary  expected.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  92,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 


SITUATION  WANTED  as  mine 

manager,  or  foreman,  by  capable  and 
experienced  man.  Thoroughly  up-to- 
date  in  the  economical  handling  of  a 
mine.  Understand  both  long  wall  or 
room  and  pillar  systems.  Diplomatic 
in  handling  men.  Sober  and  ener¬ 
getic.  Address  Box  96,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  to 

take  charge  of  the  jobbing  end  of 
operating  company  at  Chicago.  One 
who  knows  and  can  sell  the  Chicago 
steam  trade.  Box  97,  care  of  The 
Black  Diamond. 


TO  RENT — Coal  yard,  South  Side, 

on  Lake  Shore  railroad,  near  Engle¬ 
wood;  equipped  with  sheds,  scales, 
barn,  office,  railway  tracks,  etc.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  94,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

with  producing  company,  only  for  In¬ 
diana  and  Michigan.  Six  years’  ex¬ 
perience  in  this  territory.  Address  Box 
87,  care  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  lands  in  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  Illinois,  2,000  acres,  10-foot 
vein,  on  railroad;  will  sell  portion  or 
all  on  terms,  or  will  lease  on  royalty. 
Address  Box  93,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — Desk  room  or  part  of 

office  by  eastern  coal  agent,  with  use 
of  phone.  Address  box  88,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL.  — De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C.,  April 
27,  1908.  Sealed  proposals,  plainly 

marked  on  the  outside  of  the  sealed 
envelope:  “Proposals  for  coal,”  and 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington  D.  C.,  will 
be  received  at  the  Indian  Office  until 
2  o’clock  p.  m.  of  Thursday,  May  28, 
1908,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
about  32,131  tons  of  coal  for  the  In¬ 
dian  Service  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1909.  Bids  must  be 
made  out  on  Government  blanks. 
Schedules  giving  the  quantities  want¬ 
ed,  form  of  proposal,  and  all  necessary 
instructions  will  be  furnished  upon  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Indian  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.;  to  the  Indian  ware¬ 
houses  at  New  York  City,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  and  to  the  several  In¬ 
dian  agents  and  school  superintend¬ 
ents.  C.  F.  Larrabee,  Acting  Commis- 


Choice  Grades  of  hay 

Kansas  Upland  Ptairle,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


THE  PEABODY  ATLAS 

The  Best  Book  of  its  kind 
ever  Printed.  Comolete  in 
Every  Detail. 

This  book  gives  the  name  of  each  coal  mine  operator, 
town,  county  and  state  in  which  mine  is  located  and 
its  railway  connection,  and  the  accompanying  maps 
show  by  a  red  mark  the  location  of  the  mine, 

PRICE,  $5.00 

FOR  SALE  BY 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND,  OLD  COLONY  BLDG.,  CHICAGO 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y.,  or  at  Dayton,  0. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Kailroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhorn  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above. 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 

for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK.  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  USINC - 

BUDA 

STANDARD 

SCALES 

The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  tully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  ard 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(NASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  I41  Broadway.  New  York 


Write  to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  Naw  York  City,  N.  Y. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President 


D.  SINCLAIR,  Gcn’l  Supt 


New  Central  Coal  Company 

o*  MAHYLAND 
MINERS  A.N  D  SHIPPERS  OK 


Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Cas  and  Steam  Coal 

Room.  419  <S.  420.  17  Ba-ttery  PIa.ce,  .  .  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


YOUGH  STEAM  PUMPS 

—  :  MANUFACTURED  BY  l-"-..-'  1  = 

BOYTS,  PORTER  COMPANY 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 

MINE 
PUMPS 

TANK 
PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 
PUMPS 

COMPOUND 
PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 


Size:  30xl5x36-inth  Double  Plunger,  Wood  Lined  Mine  Pump, 
14-inch  Suction,  12-incb  Discharge. 


Electrical 
Power  Pumps 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pumpa 

Heavy  and  Light 
Preaaure  Pumpa 

Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pompi 

with 

Pot  Valve 
Water  Chamber 


Size:  4-inch  Pistons,  8-inch  Stroke,  4-inch  Suction,  S-inch  Discharge, 
80  H.  P.  General  Electric  M.tor. 


Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valve*.  Pump* 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
3  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


i 
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MINE  RAILS 

12  -  16-20  LB. 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.LOUIS  RAIL&  EQUIPMENTCO. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

RAILS 

NEW  RELAYING 

M.  K.  FRANK 

PITTSBURGH 

JA  BB  ■)  FOR  SALE.  CHOICE 

DA  II  RE-LAYING 

I  V  MkatL  1  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

™  ^  ™  (and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb,, 

16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb..  40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  you 
want  them  deliveied.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

K*^~We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

FOR  SALE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  in.  gauge,  IK  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulais  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  III. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN,  Quincy,  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co. ,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 

TO  ADVERTISERS 

READ  OUR 

WANT  COLUMN 

ON  PAGE  30 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  &  Co.  Philadelphia 

HAHK  BARGAINS 
in 

RAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

WaAUer  ‘^ELNICKER 'Sucpop!y 

in  Si.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists? 

U'  1  _  Two  Steam  Mine 

r  Or  O0l6  PumPS-  >n  good 
c  o  n  d  i  t  i  o  n  — one 
16x8x24,  other  9x5x10,  made  by  Weinman 
Machine  Works,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Address,  MINING  COMPANY 

502  Capitol  Trust  Bldg.,  Columbus,  O. 

mb  W.H.D.TOTTEN.JR. 

▼  STEEL 

1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BiOC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


Coal  Chutes 

FOR  SALE 


Having  torn  down  the  Engine 
Chutes  at  our  Empire  Mines, 
we  offer  them  for  sale  at  low 
price.  Ten  in  all.  Good  con¬ 
dition.  Complete  for  installa¬ 
tion  at  any  time. 


a 


Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

PEORIA.  ILL. 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

-  AND 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


.  CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Monadnock  Bldg. 

HOUGHTON;  MICH..  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 
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Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  35 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 31 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41 

TruckSi 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  36 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 31 


Weigh  Baskets. 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa...  87 

Wheels. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  Sc  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Sta.,  Pa . 46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnea- 

ville,  Ohio  .  <6 

Zelnicker,  W-  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  3* 

Wire  Hope. 

Broderick  St  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  85 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co..  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa.  .  8* 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co . •* 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 
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QUICK  -  CLEAN  -  PROFITABLE 

Link-Belt  Coal  Pocket  Equipments 

offer  the  most  reliable  and  permanent  form  of  pro¬ 
fitable  coal-handling;  21c  a  ton  is  saved  over  manual 
methods;  quick  deliveries;  neatness  in  and  about 
the  yard — all  add  to  the  dealer’s  income. 

We  will  furnish  proof,  plans  and  estimates 

LINK-BELT  COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA 


CHICAGO 


NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 


1,000-ton  pocket  erected  for  Alwart  Bros.,  Chicago,  Ill. 
Duplicate  of  this  pocket  erected  for  A.  B.  C. 

Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 

DENVER 

Lindroth,  Shubart  &  Go. 


ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


The  Coal  Dealers’ 

Blue  Book 

Contains  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 

Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 

Coal  ana  Coke  ia  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

Por  Details  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN 

COMPANY 

Pennsylvania  Building 

324  Dearborn  Street 

PHILADELPHIA 

CHICAGO 

IP  YOU  ARi-;  IX  DEAD  EJARNBST 

about  your  business,  and  want  permanent  success  in  it,  you  must  realize  that  you  face 
different  and  harder  problems  than  ever  before  confronted  a  business  man. 

Business  is  getting  to  be  a  scientific  and  difficult  game,  or  contest,  in  which  the 
ablest  and  best  prepared  only  can  hope  to  win  anything  worth  while. 

Therefore,  if  you  are  really  in  dead  earnest,  you  will  welcome  new  helps  and  new 
ideas— indeed,  you  will  go  after  them;  and  you  will  try,  too,  to  get  them  from  successful 

men  in  different  lines  of  business,  as  well  as  in  your  own. 

That  is  why  you  ought  to  have  the  magazine  of  new  business  ideas — “BUSINESS 
AID.”  It  is  not  as  big  as  a  load  of  coal,  but  it  may  be  worth  many  times  more  to  you  for 

the  points  it  gives  in  a  nutshell  on  business  methods,  advertising,  business  law,  what 

leading  business  men  and  editors  in  different  lines  are  saying,  etc. 

It  will  be  sent  on  trial  six  months  for  50  cents,  and  with  it  will  be  sent  FREE  a 
200-page,  cloth-bound  Vest  Pocket  Webster  Dictionary  containing  30  pages  of  valuable 
miscellaneous  information. 

So,  now,  if  you  are  in  dead  earnest,  and  mean  business — mean  to  seize  every  advantage 
within  your  reach  to  get  ahead,  and  keep  there,  write  today.  If  you  are  not  more  than 
satisfied,  just  ask  for  your  money  back,  and  it  will  be  returned. 

Address  “BUSINESS  AID,”  112  Clark  street,  Chicago,  Ill. 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  C.  BLAKE  COAL  &  COKE  CO. 

NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 


CHICAGO  ' 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 

:  r  ^ 

and  CAS  COAL  "'v' eJTb"  COKE 


KANAWHA  SPLINT  RICHMONDi  VA.  NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 

Ebel  Bldg. 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company, 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt.  . 

1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 

1228  M  jestic  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 

ISLAND  CREEK” 

R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager  "W" 

Mercantile  Library  Building  fl  B  B  j 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  -“-w 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 

Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa^ra-tion 

From  the  model  mines  of  the  United  Stales  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tom — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  cast  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

WRITE  FOR  PR  ICES - 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  CAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office.  No.  1  Broadway.  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

181  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN, GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


MR.  WHOLESALE  COAL  DEALER 

Branch  Offtces-NEW  YORK,  PITTSBURG.  CINCINNATI.  COLUMBUS. 


Have  you  a  friend  in  the  retail  coal  business?  Ask  him  the  name  of  the 
coal  paper  he  reads.  Ask  the  purchasing  agent  of  any  large  manufac¬ 
turing  concern  the  same  question.  The  answers  you  will  receive  should 
result  in  our  getting  an  inquiry  for  advertising  rates. 

Address,  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND, 

Old  Colony  Building,  CHICAGO 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co., 

1  PITTSBURG  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment. 


Phillips 

The  Simplest  and 

Patent 

strongest  Tip 

Automatic 

1  j|pf 

made.  Guaran- 

teed  not  to  get  out 

Cross-Over 

of  order.  Capacity 

Car  Tip. 

- _  _ 

unlimited. 

2  Springs  on  Horns  Protect  Cars. 

SCREENINQ  PLANTS  COMPLETE— Screens,  Serein  Hers.  Chain,  Mine  Cara,  ell  etjrlio.  We  make  the  anly  simple  tnd  encensalnl  patent  waste  packet  Car  Wheel  on  the  Market,  Let  ue  submit  plane  end  estimate*. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


i 


(ANY  SYSTEM) 


(WOOD  OR  STEEL) 


ROBERTS  SCHAEFER  COMPANY 


CONSULTING  ENGINEERS  AND  CONTRACTORS 

FOR 

COMPLETE  COAL  MINING  PLANTS 


.  • ,  ■  -■ 


OLD  COLONY  BUILDING 


CHICAGO,  U.  S .  A. 


PairbanRs,  Morse  «&r  Oo. 


Construction  Dept. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Designers  and  Builders  of 

Fast  Unloading  Towers,  with  or  without  cable 
railway.  Storing  and  Reclaiming  Bridges, 
Screening  and  Shipping  Pockets,  etc. 

Write  for  information  concerning  the  many  suc¬ 
cessful  pfaiits  we  have  built. 

Mention  the  Black  Diamond. 


Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co. 


Ottumwa  Loaders  Save 

TIME 

LABOR 

MONEY 

Complete  Mine  Equipment. 
Loaders  for  all  Bulk  Materials. 


Ottumwa  Cradle 
Loaders  are  un= 
questionably  the  best 
loaders  on  the  market. 

They  load  any  bulk 
material. 


An  Ottumwa  Cradle  Loader  used  by 
Dering  Coal  Co.,  Harvey,  III. 


WE  MANUFACTURE  STEVENS  CENTRIFUGAL  MINE  FAN 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 


Main  Office  and  Factory 

OTTUMWA.  IOWA 


BRANCHES 


CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Coloiy  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent 
HOUSTON,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  &  Son,  Sales  Agts. 
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y /LADS  MARK  RSOISTKRKM 


THE  STANDARD 
of  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Ou  registered  Trade  Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B,  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  The  Standard  tot 
grading  all  Steam  Fuel. 

O.  O.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain.  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

ONEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  B  ULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

Branch  Offices  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal  Branch  Offices 


1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  t. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  v*. 
Old  Colony  Building.  Chicago  lit 
50  Congress  street,  Boston.  Mass. 


Main  Office:  Arcade  Bldg. 

I  South  15th  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building,  Roanoke,  V.. 

European  Agts.— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company, 
4  renchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres.  '  WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 

71  Broadway,  New  York  Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


TRADE  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  A 

PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building; 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

■  building  CHICAGO 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHBOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vWML 

Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  M  nu  urers  of  the  ^^^^ated  yse. 

General  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

A^riYITC  AT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH  SUPERIOR  CLEVELAND 

MLaE-lN  I  O  M  I  Toledo  Detroit  erie  buffalo  youngstown  akron 


fy  i\|  r1  PA  D  A  Dl  CT  C  A  I  PC  A  M  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
^  ^  vMr  A  13  L.  C,  OALLwmAN  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 

of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  In  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 


Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg. 


Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  Si. 


William  Marmet,  Prest.  Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest.  Edwin  Marmet,  Vlce-Prest.  and  Gen’l  Mgr. 

THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 


Sole  Miners  and 
Shippers  of 


MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  Grove) 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  50  Church  st..  New  York  I 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - - Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
i  II.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  618  Marquette  Bldg. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES, 
IOWA 


BUILDER8  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Bex  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 


Anthracite  and 
Bituminous 


COAL 


1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


LONG  OISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CALL 
PECTON  0*20 


P.O.  BOX  1982 


WARD  a  OLYPHANT 
COAL 


17  BATTERY  PLACE 


NEW  YORK 


TIDB-WATBB  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  A  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL  i 


BOSTON  OFFICE!  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Aik  for  what  you  want,  and  ask  emphatically.  Do  io  through  the 

Black  Diamond’s  Want  Columns 

If  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  if  you  take  this 
course.  The  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  you  can  tell  them  personally  to  a  doxen  people.  You  p__  wnril 

c.n’t  afford  the  slow  way  when  th.  rate  for  want  ads  Is  only  *  L»nts  r»r  word 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM 

DOMESTIC 


COAL — FAIRMONT — COKE 


FOUNDRY 

FURNACE 

CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices.  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati.  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives,  SANDERS  &  CO..  LONDON 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 


Miners  and  Shippers 


Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 

JNO.  W.  MOORE,  General  Manager 


Mines  K.  &  M.  R.y„ 


Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  ACENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND 

ANTHRACITE 


COAL 


PKALE,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


of  New  Y ork,  Colliery  Owners.: 


ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peala,  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Cen.  Mgr. 

J.  B.  lumlay,  Treasnrer. 
a.  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  M<r.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


$ 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Salea  Agl. 
W.  S.  Watlaca,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  sTanawha'  coalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co. 


Minora  n.nd  Snippers  of 


STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.  C.  Mason  4  Co..  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  ^  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Pa..)  Smokeless  Coals 

Office,  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TAEA8. 


R.  H.  RICHARDSON,  OEN.  MANASER 


NEW  RIVER=KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINBS) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band”  and  “Blue  Creek” 

Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mfr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  ieae>ies7 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910.  CINCIWNATV 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents  *.  B.  pultz.  mgr. 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  4  Coke  Co., Boston, Mass.  Un,°Rlomi ?4o!mo 


Mention  Tu  Black  Diamond  when  writing  idnrtiicn. 
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Vol.  40.  No.  22.  Cincinnati  MAY  30,  1908. 


NEW  YORK 
PITTSBURGH 


$3.00  Per  Year. 


Practical  Benefits  Arise  from  the  Ohio  Convention. 


Addresses  Are  Made  by  Men  Skilled  in  Operating  Mines,  in  Conducting  Yards  in  Big  and  Little  Cities, 
and  in  Handling  Associations  as  well  as  by  Those  Familiar  with  the  Theory 
and  Science  of  Coal  Production  and  Conservation. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  May  28. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Ohio  coal  dealers  scored  another 
success  in  the  annual  meeting  of  their  associa¬ 
tion  at  Columbus,  on  May  26  and  27.  The  regis¬ 
tration  was  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of  last  year, 
although  the  representation  of  the  retail  men 
from  the  town  and  village  was  smaller.  This 
was  a  natural  outcome  of  the  dull  times  which 
the  trade  has  experienced  for  the  past  seven 
months. 

The  illness  of  President  W.  F.  Voegele,  of 
Mansfield,  which  prevented  his  being  present, 
served  not  only  as  a  great  disappointment  to 
every  one,  but  led  to  some  delay  in  getting  the 
convention  under  way  at  the  first  session,  on 
Tuesday  morning.  It  was  after  11  o’clock  be¬ 
fore  Vice-President  Briggs,  of  Columbus,  got 
the  body  down  to  business.  A  letter  which  had 
been  received  from  President  Voegele  was  read. 
It  assured  the  convention  in  a  hearty,  char¬ 
acteristic  way,  thajt  while  .circumstances  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  coming  with  it  in  person  he 
was  here  in  spirit.  It  also  announced  that  he 
was  making  good  recovery  from  the  disability 
under  which  he  had  been  suffering  for  several 
weeks. 

An  address  of  greeting  on  behalf  of  the 
Columbus  dealers  was  gracefully  delivered  by 
Thomas  T.  Swearingen,  who  presented  the  con¬ 
vention,  through  the  chairman,  with  a  mammoth 
key,  in  token  that  the  freedom  of  the  town  be¬ 
longed  to  the  membership  and  visitors  while 
they  were  within  its  gates. 

The  report  of  Secretary  Johnston  showed  an 
increase  of  ninety  new  members  during  the  year, 
and  a  gain  of  about  twenty  per  cent  in  receipts 
from  dues  over  the  previous  year.  The  natural 
receipts  of  the  association  had  been  sufficient  to 
meet  all  expenses  and  leave  a  small  surplus.  Good 
success  had  resulted  from  adjustment  of  com¬ 


plaints  on  irregular  shipments  and  other  mat¬ 
ters  which  had  come  within  the  range  of  his 
duties.  The  need  of  a  larger  working  capital 
for  extending  the  influence  of  the  association  was 
emphasized,  and  it  was  believed  that  the  sum 
now  in  the  treasury  could  be  made  the  neucleus 
for  a  better  state  of  finances. 

At  the  afternoon  session  William  A.  Gipson, 
of  Upper  Sandusky,  treasurer  of  the  association, 
and  who  has  been  one  of  its  leaders  for  many 
years,  occupied  the  chair  and  continued  to  pre¬ 
side  over  the  body  during  all  the  remainder  of 
its  deliberations.  A  splendid  program  was  car¬ 
ried  out  at  this  session.  The  first  speaker  was 
Ohio’s  Governor,  Hon.  Andrew  L.  Harris,  fresh 
from  the  Washington  conference,  where  chief 
executives  of  the  various  states  and  other  not¬ 
ables  had  been  discussing  the  conservation  of 
our  natural  resources.  His  address  showed  a 
surprising  knowledge  of  coal  and  was  instruc¬ 
tive  in  a  high  degree. 

Fred  A.  Hobbs,  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich., 
president  of  the  International  Council  of  Coal 
Merchants,  proved  ti  delight  to  his  hearers,  both 
by  reason  of  the  excellent  nature  of  his  speech 
and  his  fine  presence.  “Do  We  Help  Ourselves 
or  Are  We  Drifting?”  was  a  subject  which  he 
handled  in  such  a  way  as  to  prove  that  he  is 
one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  the  country  on 
the  question  of  coal  dealers’  organizations  and 
what  they  are  accomplishing.  His  plea  was  for 
loyalty  to  the  cause  of  association,  as  the  only 
means  by  which  the  great  body  of  dealers  could 
make  their  influence  felt  and  place  their  busi¬ 
ness  on  a  solid  foundation. 

“Retail  Coal  Business  in  the  Big  Cities,” 
proved  to  be  a  most  happy  effort  on  the  part  of 
John  Brashears  of  Cincinnati.  He  portrayed 
the  tribulations  of  the  trade  which  were  peculiar 
to  the  large  centers  of  population,  but  which 


had  a  bearing  on  the  business  at  large.  It  was 
Mr.  Brashears’  conclusion  that  the  city  dealer 
had  much  to  learn  from  his  brother  in  the 
country  town. 

One  of  the  big  hits  of  the  convention  was  the 
eloquent  and  forceful  address  of  T.  L.  Lewis, 
national  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers. 
Mr.  Lewis  made  the  point  that  if  the  same  en¬ 
ergy  and  system  was  employed  by  coal  dis¬ 
tributors  organizations,  which  had  lifted  the 
producer  of  coal,  in  the  person  of  the  miner, 
from  the  level  of  cheap  and  dispised  labor  to 
his  present  condition,  such  organizations  would 
be  more  effective.  The  great  transportation 
companies,  he  exclaimed,  fixed  the  price  of  coal, 
and  got  the  larger  share  of  profit,  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  both  the  producer  and  distributor.  He 
believed  that  the  time  was  coming  when  miners’ 
and  dealers’  organizations  would  be  helpful  to 
each  other,  and  accepted  as  an  evidence  of  mu¬ 
tual  interest  the  fact  that  he  had  been  invited  to 
speak  to  a  gathering  which  perhaps  a  few  years 
ago  would  scarcely  have  tolerated  the  presence 
of  a  coal  miner.  Peculiar  importance  attached 
to  Mr.  Lewis’  place  on  the  program  from  the 
fact  that  for  a  number  of  years  he  dug  coal  in 
the  Hocking  valley  and  still  makes  Ohio  his 
home. 

E.  F.  McManigal,  one  of  the  really  good 
talkers  among  Columbus  coal  men,  gave  a  clean- 
cut,  instructive  address  on  the  subject,  “From 
the  Operator's  Standpoint,”  dealing  with  the 
matter  of  investment  and  cost  in  producing  coal 
from  the  time  ground  was  first  broken  in  open¬ 
ing  up  a  mine  until  the  product  reached  the 
market.  In  point  of  information  Mr.  M'cMan- 
agal’s  effort  was  the  next  best  thing  to  being 
taken  to  a  mine  in  person  and  having  its  op¬ 
eration  explained  in  detail. 

Hon.  Horace  Chapman,  the  dean  of  Ohio  op- 


Ohio  Coal  Dealers  in  Convention  at  Columbus. 


12 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[May  30 


erators,  who  was  in  the  audience,  though  not 
on  the  program,  was  called  upon  for  a  speech, 
and  responded  with  one  of  characteristic  happy 
efforts,  full  of  good  counsel  and  good  will. 

The  first  address  of  the  Wednesday  morning 
session  was  by  O.  P.  Rank  of  Cleveland,  sales 
manager  for  the  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  Few  men 
in  Ohio  have  a  closer  place  in  the  confidence 
and  affections  of  the  association  members  than 
Mr.  Rank,  and  his  talk  on  the  “Relations  of 
Seller  and  Buyer,  as  They  Often  Are  and  as 
They  Should  Be,”  set  forth  a  standard  that 
should  become  the  creed  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  organization,  the  retailer  and  the  shipper 
in  their  dealings  with  each  other.  It  reviewed, 
in  a  most  telling  manner,  the  abuses  which  exist 
on  both  sides  and  which  are  practiced  by  a  com¬ 
paratively  small  number  of  coal  men,  but  which 
bring  discredit  to  all  and  disturb  mutual  con¬ 
fidence. 

Last,  but  not  least,  on  the  regular  program 
was  the  fine,  practical  address  of  Frank  E. 
Lukens  of  Chicago,  secretary  of  the  Illinois  and 


Frank  E.  Lukens. 

Wisconsin  Association  on  “Collecting  Short 
Weights.”  The  address  was  an  inspiration  and 
in  many  respects  a  revelation  to  Ohio  coal  men. 
In  part  it  follows : 

Mr.  Luken’s  Address. 

“Mr.  President  and  Members :  When  Secretary 
Johnston  asked  me  to  come  over  here  and  make 
an  address,  I  thought  of  the  story  of  the  man 
down  in  a  small  Missouri  town  who  wanted  to 
have  a  $100  bill  changed.  He  dropped  into  a 
number  of  places  and  was  unable  to  get  the  bill 
changed.  Finally  he  met  a  darkey  on  the  street 
and  said  to  him:  “Can  you  change  this  $100  bill?” 
The  old  darkey  said:  “No,  sir,  I  can’t  change 
dat  hundred  dollar  bill,  but  I  sartenly  feels 
highly  complimented.” 

“The  best  business  men  in  all  lines  of  trade 
realize  that  this  is  the  day  and  age  of  associations ; 
they  appreciate  the  benefits  that  accrue  to  them 
through  organized  effort,  and  acknowledge  that 
little  if  anything  could  be  accomplished  by  indi¬ 
vidual  effort.  The  story  of  the  coal  associations 
is  a  story  of  success.  Formed  originally  for  the 
protection  of  the  retail  coal  dealer  against  the 
irregular  shipment  of  coal  direct  to  the  con¬ 
sumer  for  domestic  use  by  the  producing  and 
shipping  companies,  it  has  successfully  accom¬ 
plished  the  desired  object  in  many  states,  and 
reduced  such  irregularities  to  a  minimum  in  many 
others. 


“I  am  reminded  of  an  old  Presbyterian  text  on 
‘Foundations.’ 

“  ‘Other  foundations  hath  no  man  laid  than  is 
laid.’ 

“That  appeals  to  me  as  applying  directly  to 
the  history  of  our  work  in  the  coal  trade  asso¬ 
ciations.  It  is  true  that  you  have  strengthened 
it ;  have  changed  the  courses  of  the  stones,  when 
the  law  questioned  your  rights ;  but  you  are  now 
more  closely  cemented  and  better  prepared  to 
stand  the  storms. 

“It  may  seem  strange  to  some  of  you  to  know 
that  so  far  as  the  association  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  our  success  in  confining  shipments 
to  regular  channels  has  become  our  weakness. 
Think  of  that! 

Complaints  Are  Few. 

“We  have  hardly  received  a  complaint  since 
our  semi-annual  convention  in  Milwaukee  last 
December,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  our  mem¬ 
bership  would  increase  faster,  if  irregular  ship¬ 
ments  were  occasionally  made  to  every  town. 
When  local  dealers  get  into  trouble  they  apply 
for  membership  and  when  there  are  no  com¬ 
plaints,  some  members  think  it  unnecessary  to 
support  the  association  longer.  When  a  man  is 
insured  against  fire  and  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
having  sustained  no  loss,  throws  his  expired 
policy  into  the  waste-basket,  he  does  not  con¬ 
sider  that  he  has  wasted  his  money.  On  the 
contrary,  he  renews  the  policy  as  a  necessary 
precaution.  The  fact  that  some  dealers  let  their 
membership  lapse,  and  others  never  affiliate  with 
the  associations,  means  one  of  two  things :  either 
they  do  not  have  trouble  with  irregular  ship¬ 
ments  or  they  are  willing  to  let  their  competitors 
pay  the  expense  of  their  protection. 

“The  matter  of  education  of  the  shipper  and 
jobber  to  our  desire  for  cooperation  has  been 
the  most  important  work  of  the  associations.  To 
those  members  in  this  association  who  have 
worked  in  the  executive  committee  and  are  more 
or  less  familiar  with  the  great  mass  of  corre¬ 
spondence  that  has  accumulated  during  the  years 
past,  the  greatest  cause  for  gratification  must  exist 
on  account  of  the  steadily  growing  respect  for 
the  associations  on  the  part  of  operators  and 
wholesalers  generally. 

“It  has  taken  lots  of  persistent  and  patient 
work  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  various 
associations  to  plant  the  seed  of  mutual  help, 
to  watch  its  growth,  to  cultivate  friendship 
with  our  various  sources  of  supply,  and  to 
foster  tolerance,  patience  and  good  feeling. 
While  the  principal  object  of  our  association 
is,  of  course,  protection  to  the  dealer  in  his 
legitimate  rights,  there  are  other  benefits. 
The  agitation  by  the  associations  for  state 
and  national  legislation  against  the  arbitrary 
rules  of  railroads  on  short-weights  and  de¬ 
murrage  charges  has  had  in  many  instances 
the  desired  effect. 

Loss  by  Short  Weight. 

“One  of  the  worst  evils  encountered  by  deal¬ 
ers,  and  to  a  certain  extent  by  steam  users 
who  buy  coal  in  carlots,  has  been  the  loss  due 
to  short  weights.  The  railroad  companies 
held  that  they  were  not  responsible  because 
a  certain  amount  of  coal  was  lost  in  transit 
or  the  amount  billed  out  was  not  in  the  car 
when  it  left  the  mines.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  railroad  companies  have  been  and  are 
largely  to  blame  for  much  of  the  shortage 
that  occurs.  Cars  are  stenciled  to  have  a 
greater  capacity  than  that  which  exists,  the 
consequence  being  that  when  they  are  loaded 
with  the  marked  capacity  the  coal  is  piled 
high  above  the  sides  of  the  car  and  in  transit 
is  lost  off.  In  addition  the  tare  weight  of  the 
car  is  often  inaccurate,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
repairs  have  been  made;  or  in  cold  weather  to 
an  accumulation  of  ice,  the  result  being  that 
the  gross  weight  shows  that  it  contains  more 
coal  than  actually  is  to  be  found  in  it.  These 
causes  of  shortage  result  in  losses  in  weight 
amounting  to  a  ton  or  two  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances  four,  five  and  even  ten  tons,  all  of 
which  the  coal  dealer  is  expected  to  pay  for 
and  say  nothing. 


“On  all  interstate  hauls,  the  interstate  com¬ 
merce  act  applies,  and  the  railroads  become 
responsible  to  the  consignee  for  all  coal  loaded 
on  cars  at  the  mines  as  shown  by  the  bill  of 
lading  which  they  must  furnish  to  original 
shipper.  Recently  the  question  of  weights 
came  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission  where  shipments  of  stone  were  made 
from  non-scale  points  at  weights  equal  to  the 
marked  capacity  of  the  cars,  which  weights 
were  subject  to  correction  when  the  actual 
weights  of  the  cars  were  determined  by  the 
railroad  company.  In  this  case  the  shipper 
asserted  that  many  were  never  actually  weighed 
and  that  the  weights  were  placed  upon  the  billing 
at  origin,  and  in  many  instances  were  never  cor¬ 
rected.  The  Commission  said : 

“  ‘It  is  apparent  that  the  carrier  by  its  prac¬ 
tice  here,  places  upon  its  billing  at  the  point 
of  origin  of  this  stone  a  weight  that  is  neces¬ 
sarily  incorrect.  In  some  cases  this  weight 


W.  F.  Voegele,  President. 

will  be  excessive;  in  others,  as  appears  from 
the  testimony,  it  will  be  too  small.  It  only 
remains  for  the  cars  to  get  past  the  scales 
without  being  weighed  for  the  erroneous 
weight  to  be  made  the  basis  of  a  collection  of 
freight  money  which  will  be  different  from  the 
lawful  charge.’ 

“In  another  case  the  Commission  passed 
upon  the  claim  of  one  J.  H.  Leonard  against 
the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  railway  and  the 
Midland  Valley  railroad,  which  claim  in  sub¬ 
stance  was  as  follows:  Leonard  shipped  inter¬ 
state  two  carloads  of  coal,  each  billed  ship¬ 
per’s  weight  at  88,000  pounds;  rate  $2.00  per 
net  ton.  Weighed  by  the  second,  which  was 
also  the  delivering  carrier,  one  carload  weighed 
81,500  pounds,  the  other  77,000  pounds. 
Charge  for  transporting  coal  which  did  not 
exist  was,  therefore,  $17.50.  Leonard  demanded 
a  return  of  this  $17.50  as  an  overcharge,  and 
it  was  awarded  to  him  by  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission.  The  evidence  was  that 
the  correct  weights  were  stated  on  waybill  of 
delivering  road,  and  that  the  expense  bill  received 
by  Leonard  showed  the  weight  of  each  car 
to  be  88,000  pounds.  There  was,  however,  on 
each  bjll  a  notation  indicating  the  actual 
weight,  but  in  such  form  as  not  to.  fairly 
advise  the  consignee  that  the  track  weight  of 
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the  defendant  carrier  was  different  from  that 
weight  stated  in  the  expense  bill.  At  the  time 
of  these  shipments  if  a  mine  belonged  to  a 
weighing  bureau  (the  Western),  its  cars  were 
not  supposed  to  be  weighed  en  route,  but 
mine  weights  were  accepted.  If,  however,  the 
mine  was  not  a  member  of  the  weighing  asso¬ 
ciation,  all  cars  were  supposed  to  be  weighed 
and  should  have  been  weighed  at  some  point 
in  transit,  but  that,  in  case  of  variance  between 
the  track  weight  and  mine  weight,  the  mine 
weight  was  accepted.  The  Commission  in  this 
case  said: 

“  ‘The  defendants  claim  that  notwithstand¬ 
ing  that  it  was  their  custom  even  then  to  ac¬ 
cept,  in  actual  practice,  mine  weights,  and 
that  they  only  weighed  occasional  cars  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining,  in  a  general  way, 
whether  these  mine  weights  were  substantially 
correct;  that  in  case  of  variance  between  the 
mine  weight  and  the  track  weight  the  mine 
weight  was  accepted.  Upon  the  other  hand, 
complainant  testified  that  mine  weights  were 
frequently  raised  so  that  he  paid  freight  upon 
a  greater  quanutity  of  coal  than  his  bill  from 
the  mine  called  for. 

“  ‘The  defendants  were  asked  to  produce 
instances  where  the  track  weights  were  greater 
than  the  mine  weights,  but  where,  nevertheless, 
mine  weights  had  been  accepted  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  assessing  their  freight  charges,  but 
furnished  no  such  cases.  There  is  no  testi¬ 
mony  in  the  case  to  show  how  the  mine 
weights  were  reached,  but  the  testimony  of 
the  complainant  did  show  that  such  weights 
were  often  wrong.  We  think  that  the  track 
weights  of  the  defendants  should  determine  the 
actual  weight  of  these  shipments,  and  the  com¬ 
plainant  is  entitled  to  a  refund  upon  that 
basis.’ 

Another  Claim  Made. 

“We  recently  had  a  claim  sent  us  by  one 
of  our  members,  which  the  railroad  company 
had  declined  to  pay.  It  seems  that  our  mem¬ 
ber's  weighed  the  coal  out  in  wagon  loads, 
after  it  was  set  upon  the  team  track,  taking 
out  forty-nine  separate  loads  before  emptying 
the  car.  In  taking  the  matter  up  with  our 
attorneys  they  gave  their  opinion  as  follows: 

“  ‘We  have  given  considerable  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  claim  of  B.  &  Co.  against  the 
B.,  C.  &  D.  R.  R.  Company  for  shortage  in 
weight,  due,  according  to  B.  &  Co.,  to  a  loss 
in  transit,  it  being  contended  by  B.  &  Co. 
that  the  coal  upon  arrival  was  accurately 
weighed  and  that  such  weights  are  based  upon 
wagon  scale  weights  made  by  one  man.  The 
car  load  of  coal  in  this  instance  was  shipped 
from  Nowhere,  Indiana,  to  Somewhere,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  consequently  was  an  interstate  haul 
and  the  interstate  commerce  act  therefore  ap¬ 
plies.  The  bill  of  lading  was  issued  in  No¬ 
where,  Indiana,  by  the  B.,  C.  &  D.,  showing 
the  weight  to  be  83,000  pounds,  which  was  subject 
to  correction.  A  freight  bill  was  afterward  pre¬ 
sented  *  showing  the  weight  to  be  83,000 
pounds. 

“  ‘It  does  not  appear  from  the  correspond¬ 
ence  that  the  coal  was  weighed  in  transit. 
B.  &  Co.  claim  that  upon  arrival  of  said  car 
it  was  short  in  weight  about  5,845  pounds,  and 
it  is  upon  this  shortage  that  the  claim  for  re¬ 
fund  is  made.  In  this  case  the  evidence  of  the 
weight  of  the  commodity  is  not  satisfactory 
because  in  the  first  place  it  was  weighed  by 
the  consignee  of  the  car  or  by  his  agent,  and 
in  the  second  place  the  weight  is  based  upon 
wagon  scale  weights  comprising  forty-nine 
separate  weighings  made  upon  five  separate 
dates.  Such  evidence  would  be  closely  scru¬ 
tinized  and  it  is  doubtful,  because  of  the  time 
consumed  in  unloading  the  car  while  stand¬ 
ing  on  track,  and  the  opportunities  afforded  to 
persons  to  secure  the  coal  without  weighing, 
that  such  evidence  would  be  convincing 
enough  to  warrant  a  refund.  If  the  shortage 
in  weight  of  the  car  was  visible  upon  arrival 
of  the  car  it  would  have  been  advisable  for 
the  consignee  to  have  ordered  the  railroad 
company  to  weigh  the  car,  but  this  was  not 
done. 

“  ‘If  a  claim  were  filed  with  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  in  this  case,  we  do 
not  believe  that  the  mine  weights  would  be 
the  determining  factor,  in  ascertaining  the 


weight  of  the  car  upon  arrival,  but  that  the 
commission  would  try  and  ascertain  the  weight 
of  the  car  at  destination  by  other  evidence. 
The  wagon  weights  would  be  the  next  best 
evidence  under  the  circumstances  in  the  case, 
but  such  evidence  is  not,  in  our  opinion,  satis¬ 
factory  for  the  reason  above  stated. 

“  ‘We  are  of  the  further  opinion,  however, 
that  if  suit  were  brought  upon  this  or  a 
similar  claim  and  have  the  question  of  wagon 
scale  weights  thoroughly  thrashed  out,  that 
the  railroad  companies  would  probably  pay 
all  other  claims  rather  than  submit  to  the 
cost  of  a  trial.’ 

“You  will,  therefore,  readily  see  that  the  all 
important  matter  in  collecting  claims  for 
short-weight  against  the  railroad  companies 
is  the  production  of  sufficient  and  convincing 
evidence  that  there  was  a  shortage  between 
the  weights  received  by  the  railroad  and  the 
amount  delivered  by  them  at  destination. 
When  you  can  produce  such  evidence  file 
your  claim  immediately  with  the  delivering 
line. 

“We  advised  our  members  some  three 
months  ago  to  make  formal  demand  of  the 
following  import  at  the  time  claim  is  pre¬ 
sented  : 

“  ‘Interest  'is  demanded  on  each  claim  at 
time  of  settlement  for  lapsed  time  in  excess 
of  thirty  days  from  date  of  claim  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent;  please  give  railroad  number 
under  which  claim  will  be  carried.’ 

“It  seems  to  me,  if  shippers  in  general  will 
carry  out  this  plan,  which  only  entails  the 
placing  of  the  above  notice  on  their  invoice 
or  bill,  that  the  railroads  will  make  an  extra 
effort  and  expedite  the  settlement  of  claims. 

“With  the  direct  and  indirect  benefits  I 
have  touched  upon  we  must  recognize  the 
fact  that  we  still  have  better  things  to  hope 
for  and  that  it  takes  time  to  produce  desired 
results. 

“  ‘The  man  who  plants  a  peach  stone  today, 
and  at  eight  o’clock  tomorrow  morning  goes 
out  with  a  step  ladder  and  baskets  to  gather 
his  crop  of  peaches,  is  a  fair  type  of  the  man 
whose  life  is  a  disappointment  because  he 
cannot  wait  for  the  slow  but  resistless  processes 
of  nature.’ 

“Unless  a  man  uses  ‘horse  sense’  he  is  apt 
to  make  a  ‘donkey’  of  himself  in  any  business, 
and  there  is  no  room  for  donkeys  in  the  office 
of  a  coal  company.” 

W.  F.  Voegele  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  was  re¬ 
elected  president  by  acclamation.  P.  J.  Briggs 
of  Columbus  declined  a  renomination  as  vice- 
president  and  presented  the  name  of  O.  P.  Rank 
of  Cleveland,  who  was  elected  without  opposi¬ 
tion.  In  the  election  of  Mr.  Rank  the  shippers 
receive  official  recognition,  under  a  departure 
taken  by  the  association.  Treasurer  W.  A.  Gip¬ 
son  of  Upper  Sandusky  was  elected  treasurer  by 
acclamation,  and  John  Brashears  of  Cincinnati, 
W.  J.  Hamilton  of  Columbus,  and  Ford  R.  Cate 
of  Toledo  were  chosen  new  members  of  the 
executive  committee. 

A  sad  feature  of  the  convention  was  the  word 
received  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  George  Feather 
of  West  Liberty,  Ohio,  wife  of  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  association,  during  his  presence 
in  Columbus.  A  vote  of  sympathy  was  tendered 
Mr.  Feather  and  a  floral  tribute  ordered  sent 
to  his  home. 

Telegrams  of  sympathy  were  sent  to  President 
Voegele  and  to  Ford  R.  Cate,  former  secretary, 
both  of  whom  were  unable  to  attend  the  con¬ 
vention  on  account  of  illness. 

Three  women  dealers,  all  loyal  and  enthusi¬ 
astic  association  members,  were  present  and 
faithfully  attended  all  sessions.  They  were:  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Winslow  of  Milan,  Mrs.  .Louise  Shields 
of  Marysville,  and  Mrs.  Jennie  Curn  of  Elmore, 
Ohio.  The  first  named  was  the  object  of  un¬ 
usual  attention  by  reason  of  the  remarkable  fact 
that  she  is  in  her  eightieth  year  and  still  actively 
engaged  in  business. 

Upon  adjournment  Wednesday  noon  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  members  and  visitors  paid 
a  visit  to  the  famous  Hartman  stock  farm,  south 
of  the  city,  under  guide  of  the  entertainment 
committee.  All  of  the  entertainment  features 
of  the  convention  were  heartily  enjoyed.  This 
fact  added  to  the  fine  program  and  the  harmony 
and  good  fellowship  which  prevailed  made  the 
affair  a  decided  success. 


Michigan-Indiana  Convention. 


The  fourteenth  annual  convention  of  the  Mich¬ 
igan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association,  incor¬ 
porated,  is  to  be  held  at  Detroit  beginning  on 
Tuesday  and  ending  on  Wednesday.  The  head¬ 
quarters  will  be  at  the  Hotel  Cadillac.  The 
probabilities  are  that  this  will  be  the  most  large¬ 
ly  attended  convention  in  the  history  of  the  or¬ 
ganization,  first  on  account  of  the  drawing  power 
of  the  city  of  Detroit  as  a  convention  center  and 
second  because  of  the  importance  attached  to 
this  meeting.  It  is  realized  that  the  dealers  of 
Indiana  and  Michigan  have  been  suffering  a  good 
deal,  in  recent  years,  from  short  weight  de¬ 
livery  of  coal  by  the  railroad  companies.  At  the 
meeting  which  is  just  about  to  assemble  plans 
will  be  discussed  by  which  the  dealers  hope  to 
extricate  themselves  from  this  difficulty. 

Aside  from  that,  the  program,  made  out  by 
R.  E.  Harris,  the  secretary  of  the  association, 
has  some  unusually  interesting  features,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  plans  for  the  social  side  of  this 
convention.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  a 
special  train  will  leave  for  a  trip  through  the 
anthracite  mining  region.  The  program  of  the 
convention  is  as  follows : 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  2. 

9  a.  m. — Registration  continued.  All  members  should 
be  registered  before  opening  session. 

9:30  a.  m. — Opening  session.  Call  to  order  by  Fred  A. 
Hobbs,  president. 

Music. 

Greeting  on  behalf  of  Detroit  coal  merchants,  Geo.  T. 
Calvert. 

Address  of  welcome,  Hon.  Wm.  D.  Thompson,  mayor- 
city  of  Detroit. 

Response,  Jas.  G.  Wolf,  Marion,  Ind. 

Reminiscences,  Robert  Lake,  ex-president,  Jackson, 
Mich. 

Roll  call — By  towns. 

Appointment  of  committees. 

Announcements. 

Tuesday,  june  2. 

2  p.  m. — Second  session. 

Music. 

Reading  of  minutes  of  fast  convention. 

Annual  Message — Fred  A.  Hobbs,  president. 

Reports — R.  E.  Harris,  secretary;  A.  E.  Bradshaw, 
treasurer. 

General  Discussion — Short  Weights  at  Destination,  Con¬ 
fiscation  of  Coal  in  Transit,  Car  Service  Rules. 

Question  Box  and  Discussion — Dealers  who  have  any 
problems  growing  out  of  their  own  experience,  which  they 
would  like  to  have  brought  before  the  convention,  are 
requested  to  make  use  of  question  box. 

4  p.  m. — Steamboat  ride  on  Detroit  river  under  the 
auspices  of  the  coal  merchants  of  Detroit.  This  will  af¬ 
ford  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  possible  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  convention  meeting;  the  trip  being  planned 
to  afford  a  view  of  Detroit  harbor  by  daylight,  the  docks, 
shipyards,  manufacturing  district,  the  beautiful  islands 
below  the  city,  and  the  famous  “Lime  Kilns”  crossing. 
Returning,  the  boat  will  touch  at  Detroit  about  8  p.  m., 
and  then  proceed  up  the  river  and  into  Lake  St.  Clair. 
Dinner  will  be  served  en  route. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  3. 

Music. 

10  a.  m.- — Question  box  and  general  discussion  con¬ 
tinued. 

Address  by  L.  Waldo  Thompson,  Beloit,  Wis.,  former 
president  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Coal  Association.  Fol¬ 
lowed  by  round  table  discussion. 

Election  of  officers. 

Completion  of  unfinished  business. 

Adjournment. 

5  p.  m.  sharp — Excursion  party  will  leave  for  Buffalo. 


Pennsylvania  Convention. 

A  decision  has  been  reached  by  the  officers  and 
directors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association,  Incorporated,  to  hold  the 
fourth  annual  convention  at  Allentown,  Pa.,  on 
June  24.  At  this  time  an  interesting  program 
will  be  given  and  some  of  the  most  important 
subjects  now  confronting  the  retail  dealers  of  the 
east  will  be  up  for  discussion.  The  details  of 
this  program  have  not  yet  been  given  out. 

On  the  25th  of  June  the  association  will  be¬ 
come  the  guests  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Naviga¬ 
tion  Company  and  will  make  an  inspection  trip 
of  the  Panther  Creek  mines,  thus  coming  in  con¬ 
tact  with  one  of  the  most  interesting  operations 
of  the  east.  Moreover,  they  will  have  an  excur¬ 
sion  over  the  Mauch  Chunk  Switchback  Railway. 


Advices  from  Newport  News  are  that  the 
Seaboard  Transportation  Company  has  laid 
up  several  of  its  large  coal  barges,  awaiting  a 
revival  in  the  coal  carrying  trade.  At  the 
present  low  rates  of  freight  the  transportation 
men  claim  they  are  not  making  any  money, 
and  some  of  them  are  tieing  up  their  boats 
rather  than  operate  them  with  the  chances  of 
losses  so  great. 
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Southern  Michigan  as  a  Coal  Consumer. 

South  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  the  Supply  Conies  Mainly  from  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  Some  Being  Sent  in 
by  Indiana — Detroit  a  Dumping  Ground  for  three  States  and  Conditions  are  so  Bothersome  the  Shippers  Form  an  Organ¬ 
ization  to  Check  the  Flood  of  Coal — Market  Conditions  Explained  by  Grouping  Cities  Into  Classes — The  Saginaw  Coal. 


Place  together  two  or  more  men  in  any  given 
line  of  business  and  before  they  have  had  a 
chance  to  get  their  thoughts  to  working  on 
more  sociable  topics  they  will  come  out  with 
the  hackneyed  salutation:  “How’s  the  market?’’ 
The  stock  broker  is  likely  to  vary  this  occa¬ 
sionally  by  asking  “What  did  CFI  or  MOT 
do  today?”  and  the  lake  vessel  man  is  inclined 
to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  “freights,” 


Walter  Brooks. 

lie  entered  the  coal  business  May  23,  189a,  when  the 
firm  of  Jewett  &  TSigelow  was  changed  to  Jewett,  Bigelow 
&  Brooks.  A  few  years  later  they  purchased  the 
Pocahontas  mines  and  the  business  grew  steadily  until 
it  was  necessary  to  sell  the  retail  department  to  give  more 
time  to  the  development  of  the  mining  companies— The 
J.  B.  B.  Collieries  Company,  The  Twin  Branch  Mining 
Company  and  The  Moher  Coal  &  Coke  Company — of  which 
he  is  secretary  as  well  as  of  the  firm.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Detroit  Coal  Shippers’  Association. 


but  the  inquiry  is  the  same  wherever  men  of 
similar  callings  foregather. 

With  the  coal  man  it  is  a  plain  blunt  “how’s 
the  market?”  and  even  they,  often,  do  not  stop 
to  inquire  among  themselves  how  many  mar¬ 
kets,  that  is,  how  many  different  kinds  of  mar¬ 
kets  there  are  and  what  the  term  market  really 
signifies.  And  yet  the  term  “market”  in  the 
coal  trade  really  contemplates  at  least  four 
major  groups  of  cities  or  classes  of  cities  where 
coal  is  sold.  The  first  of  these  might  be  called 
the  big  cities  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
mines  and  consequently  the  place  where  the 
mine  has  practically  a  monopoly  of  the  trade, 
because  the  outside  producing  centers  can 
hardly  hope  to  pay  freight  rates  and  get  in 
there  in  competition  with  the  coal  mined  in  the 
locality — that  is  and  do  any  sort  of  profitable 
business. 

Speaking  broadly,  one  might  consider  this 
the  ideal  market  not  only  for  the  producer,  but 
the  consumer.  If  one  should  settle  down  to 
select  the  ideal  factory  site  he  would  pick 
the  place  where  the  raw  material  was  abundant, 
where  coal  was  to  be  had  next  door, 
and  where  the  market  for  the  finished 
product  was  not  too  far  away  to  be 
reached  at  reasonable  rates  of  transportation. 
One  would  naturally  call  such  a  place  a  primary 


market  for  coal  because  it  presents  no  com¬ 
plications  whatever  and  it  is  simple  and  easy 
there  to  do  a  reasonably  good  business — de¬ 
pending,  of  course,  upon  the  number  of  min¬ 
ing  companies  there  are  to  supply  the  trade. 

In  this  category  of  primary  markets  one 
would  be  disposed  to  place  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  O.,  and  Birmingham,  Ala.  Of  the  three 
the  latter  is  by  far  the  most  important  pri¬ 
mary  market,  because  it  not  only  has  the  coal 
right  at  the  door,  but  in  the  same  hills  there 
is  iron  ore  and  in  the  valleys  there  is  limestone, 
so  that  steel  can  be  produced  there  at  lower 
cost  than  any  place  else  in  the  United  States 
and  possibly  in  the  world. 

The  Second  Group. 

The  second  general  group  of  markets  would 
probably  be  called  the  commercial  centers,  irre¬ 
spective  of  their  location,  and  the  transfer  points, 
irrespective  of  their  place  on  the  map.  It  is  to 
these  points  that  the  shipper  sends  the  coal 
which  he  has  mined  but  for  which  he  has  no 
immediate  order.  He  figures  that  if  he  cannot 
find  a  market  for  it  in  the  commercial  center, 


E.  J.  Corbett. 

He  is  a  director  in  the  Detroit  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  a  member  of  the  finance  committee  for  the 
Michigan-Indiana  convention.  He  began  business  as  a 
coal  salesman  for  Turney  &  Jones,  sales  agents  at  Ash¬ 
land,  Wis.,  and  Chicago,  for  the  Columbus  &  Hocking 
Coal  &  Iron  Company,  remaining  with  them  for  three 
years,  being  for  a  time  secretary  to  John  S.  Jones.  For 
fourteen  years  he  has  been  in  business  for  himself,  organ¬ 
izing  the  company  which  bears  his  name. 


some  of  the  jobbers  there  will  probably  find 
some  place  to  put  it  in  one  of  the  surrounding 
points  supplied  from  that  particular  point.  The 
commercial  center  and  the  transfer  point  com¬ 
bined  might  be  considered  as  the  secondary 
market,  because  coal  in  those  places  is  usually 
cheaper  than  elsewhere,  the  price  being  regu¬ 
lated  by  the  inexorable  law  of  supply  and  de¬ 
mand.  The  greatest  secondary  market  in  the 
world  is  undoubtedly  Chicago,  because  so  much 
coal  is  shipped  into  it  that  the  coal  men  have, 
long  ago,  dubbed  it  the  dumping  ground  of  the 
coal  world — and  the  appellation  is  not  far 
wrong  at  that. 

Next  to  Chicago  there  are  the  commercial 


centers  and  transfer  points  of  Cleveland,  To¬ 
ledo,  Buffalo  and  New  York.  The  lake  cities 
are  distinctive  in  their  type,  because  they  have 
very  little  rail  territory  over  which  surplus 
coal  can  be  distributed  and  any  coal  finding 
its  way  there  unsold  is  sooner  or  later  turned 
over  to  the  boats  to  be  transported  to  the 
Northwest,  that  is  always  eager,  seemingly,  for 
more  coal  than  is  shipped  to  it.  The  lake  trade 
then  absorbs  the  surplus  from  Toledo,  Cleve¬ 
land  and  Buffalo,  when  the  season  of  naviga¬ 
tion  is  in  full  swing,  although,  as  will  be  shown 
a  little  further  on,  when  the  lakes  are  closed 
this  coal  is  hard  to  dispose  of  and  presents 
complications  that  are  hard  to  unravel  at  times. 

Keeping  the  above  in  mind,  it  is  well  to  go 
on  to  the  next  group  of  markets  which  might 
be  considered  as  secondary  distributing  points, 
or,  in  reality,  primary  dumping  grounds  for 
the  overplus  of  coal  from  the  commercial  cen¬ 
ters  and  transfer  points.  Into  this  group  can 
be  placed  first  of  all  Detroit  and  Minneapolis. 
After  them  come  Duluth  and  Milwaukee.  The 
places  where  the  trade  is  really  bothersome  is 
at  Detroit  and  Minneapolis  during  certain  pe¬ 
riods  of  the  year. 

The  fourth  group  of  cities  classed  into  a 
definite  market  are  the  ultimate  consuming 
points  which  make  up  the  vast  percentage  of 
coal  consumers.  It  is  in  places  of  this  sort 
that  most  of  the  coal  that  comes  out  of  the 
ground  is  sold  and  burned. 

Where  Complications  Arise. 

All  this  seems  something  like  a  primer  les¬ 
son  with  which  the  coal  man  is  perfectly  famil- 


Alex.  Y.  Malcolmson. 

He  is  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  retailers  in  Detroit 
and  will  be  a  prominent  figure  in  the  forthcoming  conven¬ 
tion.  He  is  an  expert  on  retail  advertising  and  is  now 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  automobiles  in  Detroit. 
He  bought  the  retail  yards  of  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks, 
placing  him,  in  point  of  tonnage,  in  a  position  as  Detroit’s 
largest  dealer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  entertainment 
committee  for  the  Michigan-Indiana  convention  which  as¬ 
sembles  next  week. 


iar,  but  so  many  big  questions  are  arising  now¬ 
adays  about  the  sale  of  coal  and  the  best  policy 
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for  the  producing  company  to  pursue  in  finding 
a  market  it  is  well,  once  in  a  while,  to  look  the 
conditions  squarely  in  the  face  and  then  build 
the  policy  accordingly.  Besides,  as  will  be 
shown,  the  failure  to  understand  these  market 
conditions  is  leading  to  many  abuses  about 
which  producers,  jobbers  and  dealers  are  com¬ 
plaining  loudly  in  all  of  their  meetings  and  in 
private  conversations. 

In  all  of  this  classification  Cincinnati  has  not 
been  mentioned  because  it  holds  a  position  al¬ 
most  exclusively  its  own.  It  might  almost  be 


called  a  clearing  house  for  certain  territories 
or  a  port  of  call  for  the  river  men. 

As  shown  by  the  above  outline  Detroit  is 
classed  among  the  secondary  distributing 
points  and  commercial  centers,  not  because  it 
is  of  secondary  importance,  but  because  of  the 
peculiar  source  of  its  coal  supply.  Detroit, 
for  the  reason  that  it  gets  so  much  unsold  coal 
and  because  of  its  geographical  location,  is 
really  the  central  point  of  a  big  coal  consuming 
area  and  probably  handles  more  coal,  for  its 
size  than  any  city  in  the  United  States  outside 
of  Chicago  and  Cleveland. 


For  this  reason  it  is  necessary  to  get  away 
from  the  market  and  even  away  from  the  pecul¬ 
iarities  of  Detroit,  for  the  time,  and  consider 
the  state  of  Michigan  as  a  coal  consuming  sec¬ 
tion  and  see  what  the  prospects  are  there  for 
disposing  of  a  large  amount  of  coal  during  a 
year.  It  is  soon  found  necessary  to  divide  the 
state  of  Michigan  into  two  distinctive  sections, 
each  one  an  important  consumer  of  coal,  but 
each  getting  its  supply  in  an  entirely  different 
manner. 

Section  Number  One  might  be  considered 


that  part  of  the  state  lying  north  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway,  which  crosses  the  state  a  little 
south  of  the  center,  starting  at  Port  Huron 
and  ending  at  Muskegon,  touching  the  more 
important  points  of  Grand  Rapids,  Durand  and 
Owosso.  This  northern  part  of  the  state  has 
not  been  very  completely  built  up  as  a  coal 
consuming  section  for  the  reason  that  it  does 
not  have  an  abundance  of  manufactures.  The 
coal  comes,  mainly,  from  the  mines  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Saginaw,  but  in  part  from  the 
lake  ports.  The  mines  in  the  state  serve  an 
area  as  wide  as  the  quality  of  the  coal  and  the 


freight  rates  will  permit  it  to  travel  over,  be¬ 
fore  coming  in  contact  with  the  coal  which  ar¬ 
rives  by  the  lake  vessels  and  is  distributed 
through  Au  Sable,  Black  River,  Cheboygan, 
Traverse  City,  Manistee  and  Muskegon.  The 
coal  moves  out  from  the  mines  and  inward 
from  the  lake  ports,  the  two  meeting  and  their 
progress  being  checked,  although  on  occasions 
they  overlap,  since  the  quality  of  the  lake  coal 
will  attract  in  the  Saginaw  territory,  while  the 
price  of  the  Michigan  coal  will  attract  even  in 
the  territory  of  the  ex-lake  product. 

The  second  division,  or  Section  Number 
Two,  is  that  which  lies  south  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway.  This  takes  in  the  more  ad¬ 
vanced  part  of  the  state — that  is,  the  more  com¬ 
mercially  advanced,  as  in  that  territory  are  the 
larger  industries  in  a  manufacturing  line.  The 
coal  is  distributed  into  this  area  in  three  ways. 
The  primary  distributing  point  is  Detroit,  as 
shown  above,  and  Detroit  seems  to  be  the  nat¬ 
ural  center  of  the  trade  because  of  its  trans¬ 
portation  and  other  advantages.  The  second¬ 
ary  distributing  point  for  this  section  is  Toledo, 
which  has  transportation  advantages  as  far  as 
some  parts  of  the  state  are  concerned.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  these  two  it  must  be  kept  in  mind 
that  a  large  part  of  the  coal  going  into  that 
territory  is  shipped  there  direct  from  the  mines 
in  filling  contracts  entailing  deliveries  over  a 
period  of  a  year. 

ihus  Detroit  is  the  most  vital  point  for  that 
whole  territory  and  has  the  advantage  not  only 
of  this  entire  half  of.  the  state  for  her  market, 
but  has,  further,  the  privilege  of  shipping  part 
of  her  unsold  coal  into  the  southern  part  of 
Canada,  from  whence  there  is  a  distinctive  de¬ 
mand  right  now.  The  importance  of  Detroit 
as  a  coal  center  is  emphasized  by  the  number 
of  people  who  are  crowding  into  the  business 
at  that  point.  The  point  has  been  reached 
where  this  matter  has  been  almost  overdone. 

It  is  apparent,  to  any  one  who  is  at  all  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  coal  map  of  this  country,  that  the 
mines  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  are  about  equidis¬ 
tant  from  the  markets  of  southern  Michigan. 
The  tastes  of  the  section  may  have  something 
to  do  with  it,  as  the  people  may  prefer  the 
Ohio  and  eastern  coal,  but  it  is  a  fact  that 
most  of  the  supply  comes  from  the  mines  of 
southeastern  Ohio,  western  Pennsylvania  and 
West  Virginia,  although  a  fair  percentage  of  it 
is  shipped  in  there  from  Indiana,  the  latter  not 
finding  any  foothold  except  after  a  struggle. 

Peculiar  Rate  Policy. 

The  coal  man  has  probably  never  stopped  to  con¬ 
sider  this  other  fact — which  is  a  fact — that  the  rail¬ 
road  rates  on  coal  are  mostly  built  on  the  sup 
position  that,  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains, 
the  coal  moves  west.  For  verification  of  this 
pick  up  one  of  the  tariffs  of  one  of  the  Indiana 
railroads  and  find  what  chance  a  coal  operator, 
there,  has  to  get  his  coal  very  far  east  of  his 
mines,  while  the  conditions  are  reasonably  sat¬ 
isfactory  on  the  shipment  west.  It  is  virtual 
impossibility,  for  instance,  for  any  coal  mine 
operator  in  Indiana  to  get  any  of  his  coal  into 
Toledo  on  a  parity  with  the  Ohio  coals,  and  this 
has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  position  of  the 
Indiana  operators  in  the  southern  part  of  Mich¬ 
igan. 

This  railroad  peculiarity  leaves  the  supply  of 
certain  parts  of  the  Michigan  territory  mainly 
to  the  mines  east  of  the  western  Ohio  line  and 
a  good  percentage  of  the  coal  consumed  comes 
from  the  mines  of  eastern  Ohio,  Pennsylvania 
and  West  Virginia  and  so  on,  as  described  be¬ 
fore.  Above  it  was  remarked  that  when  the 
season  of  navigation  was  open  a  major  part  of 
the  unsold  coal  at  the  ports,  along  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  went  by  boat  to  the  con¬ 
sumers  in  the  Northwest.  As  soon  as  the  sea¬ 
son  of  navigation  closes  another  situation  pre¬ 
sents  itself.  This  coal  cannot  be  shipped  by 
water,  except  by  car  ferry  across  to  Ontario, 
where  the  movement  after  December  15  is  lim¬ 
ited.  It,  in  consequence,  starts  along  the  shore 
of  Lake  Erie.  From  Cleveland  it  begins  to 
work  west,  uncertain  whether  to  make  for  Chi¬ 
cago  or  to  find  lodgment  at  some  of  the  way 
points.  It  goes  first  to  Toledo  and,  if  the  con¬ 
ditions  in  Chicago  are  not  satisfactory  for  the 
placing  of  free  or  unsold  coal,  it  slips  around 
the  end  of  the  lake  and  is  finally  deposited  on 
track  at  Detroit  to  be  disposed  of  by  some  of 
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the  jobbing  concerns  there  at  any  price  it  will 
bring,  they  to  deduct  their  commissions  for 
having  the  coal  sold. 

It  is  reported  by  the  members  of  the  trade 
at  that  point  that  it  is  nothing  unusual  to  have 
700  to  800  cars  of  coal  a  day  on  track  in  De¬ 
troit;  it  is  not  extraordinary  to  have  1,000  cars 
a  day  on  hand,  and  sometimes  there  have  been 
as  high  as  1,200  cars  of  coal  on  track  awaiting 
disposal  at  the  hands  of  the  Detroit  jobbing 
concerns.  But  1,200  cars  of  coal  is  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  to  have  to  sell  and  so  it  is  not 
often  that  such  a  figure  has  been  reached,  al¬ 
though  the  official  car  service  records  will 
show  that  such  has  been  the  case  on  a  number 
of  occasions. 

Finding  a  Fair  Market. 

With  such  an  amount  of  coal  to  dispose  of 
it  is  necessary  that  the  market  should  be  broad, 
active  and  responsible.  All  of  these  things 
are  generally  the  good  fortune  of  Detroit  to 
possess,  so  that  this  amount  of  coal  does  not 
bring  about  any  such  generally  low  prices  as 
rule  in  Chicago,  where  the  dumping  of  coal  is 
proverbial  and  where  the  values  are  sacrificed 
ruthlessly  to  get  the  coal  to  moving.  Detroit 
can  move  this  coal  north  to  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  without  coming  in  contact  with  the 
Michigan  produced  coal;  it  can  spread  over  into 
the  western  and  southern  part  of  the  state,  and 
it  can  place  the  product  on  board  the  ferries 
and  ship  it  across  the  Detroit  river  into  the 
southern  part  of  Ontario,  where  it  can  find 
lodgment  with  a  number  of  big  consuming  in¬ 
terests  in  that  rapidly  growing  territory. 

Detroit  jobbers  do  not  find  much  strong  com¬ 
petition  in  their  peculiar  field  until  they  reach 
the  point  where  the  coal  comes  in  by  better 
transportation  from  Toledo,  but  especially  until 
they  reach  that  part  of  the  state  which  is  able, 
through  advantageous  freight  rates,  to  get 
some  of  the  high  grade  coal  from  Indiana.  This 
enables  Detroit  to  move  a  big  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness,  bigger  in  fact,  than  would  be  supposed, 
the  peculiar  location  of  the  city  being  consid¬ 
ered. 

It  seems  natural  to  assume  that  a  good  deal 
of  the  coal,  moving  through  Detroit,  would 
come  by  the  lake  route,  but  on  the  contrary 
hardly  a  pound  of  coal  ever  reaches  Detroit 
by  water,  for  the  reason  that  the  water 
haul  is  too  short  for  the  big  boats  to  bother 
with,  and  the  slight  difference  in  the  freight 
rates  would  not  pay  for  the  cost  of  loading 
coal  on  the  boats  at  Cleveland  and  unloading 
it  at  Detroit. 

Moreover  Detroit  would  have  to  have  docks 
for  the  handling  of  this  coal  and  that  would 
tie  up  capital.  There  would  have  to  be  storage 
and  Detroit  does  not  care  to  go  into  that.  So 
all  of  the  coal  going  to  Detroit  is  sent  in  there 
by  rail  and  gets  up  to  demurrage  and  has  to 
be  moved  quickly,  and,  sometimes,  at  a  sacri¬ 
fice,  as  will  be  shown  in  another  connection. 

Indiana’s  Position. 

Aside  from  the  coal  moving  into  southern 
Michigan  through  Detroit  there  is  another 
source  of  supply,  of  really  secondary  impor¬ 
tance  as  far  as  the  state  is  concerned.  Over 
toward  the  western  part  of  southern  Mich¬ 
igan  the  territory  is  almost  due  north  of 
the  mines  of  Indiana.  This  coal  moves  through 
Lafayette  and  can  either  switch  over  from 
that  point  and  go  through  Fort  Wayne,  or 
can  continue  almost  due  north  through  South 
Bend,  finding  ultimate  lodgement  in  some 
of  the  Michigan  points.  Not  infrequently  some 
of  this  coal  is  shipped  into  Chicago  and  runs 
up  against  a  snag.  There  is  no  market  for  it 
in  Chicago  and  the  conditions  to  the  north  and 
west  are  not  what  might  be  called  prepossess¬ 
ing.  The  West  will  not  take  care  of  it  and  so, 
occasionally,  some  of  it  is  shipped  around  to 
the  east  coast  of  Lake  Michigan  and  disposed 
of  in  the  southern  Michigan  cities. 

In  all  cases  of  this  kind  the  market  for  the 
product  is  determined  first  by  the  price  and  sec¬ 
ond  by  the  quality  consistent  with  the  price. 
The  coal  consumers  of  Michigan  are  the  same 
as  those  in  all  other  parts  of  the  country — they 
buy  their  coal  for  the  amount  of  heat  produced 
and,  while  not  adhering  to  theoretical  B.  T. 
U.,  nevertheless  pay  a  good  deal  of  attention 


to  calorific  value.  This  helps  to  determine  the 
place  from  which  the  coal  is  shipped  into  that 
territory.  No  figures  are  possible  of  nresenta- 
tion  showing  the  consuming  power  of  the  ter¬ 
ritory,  but  Detroit  jobbers  claim  to  use  more 
than  a  fourth  as  much  coal  as  is  handled 
through  Chicago. 

The  Price  Influence. 

It  has  been  shown  above  that  the  market  for 
coal  in  southern  Michigan  depends,  as  it  does 
everywhere  else,  upon  the  price  at  which  the 
product  is  sold  and  the  calorific  quality  of  the 
coal.  The  price,  however,  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  factor,  as  the  freight  rate  influences  the 
cost  to  the  consumer  or  the  dealer.  In  con¬ 
sidering  a  satisfactory  price  for  this  commodity 
it  is  necessary  to  view  it  from  two  opposite 
standpoints — that  of  the  consumer  and  that  of 


gion,  in  the  vicinity  of  Saginaw,  southern  Mich¬ 
igan  is  not  very  near  to  any  mine  and  must  de¬ 
pend,  if  it  gets  cheap  coal,  upon  other  condi¬ 
tions,  namely,  the  low  transportation  charges 
or  such  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  jobbers  or 
shippers  as  will  necessitate  the  sale  of  the 
product  at  a  sacrifice.  Primarily,  southern 
Michigan  is  not  advantageously  located  as  far 
as  transportation  rates  are  concerned.  It  is  too 
close  to  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  get 
any  benefit  of  the  water  route  and,  as  shown 
above,  the  railroads  have  not  constructed  their 
rate  schedules  to  permit  western  coal  to  move 
east,  hence  the  only  rate  situation  which  is  fa¬ 
vorable  to  it  is  that  coming  from  the  mines 
of  Ohio,  western  Pennsylvania  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  It  is  necessary  to  carry  this  coal  diago¬ 
nally  across  the  state  of  Ohio  and  across  part 
of  the  state  of  Michigan,  and  consequently  the 


No.  Operator.  Location. 

1  Pyrites  Mining  &  Chemical  Co . Sebewaing 

2  Wenona  Coal  Mining  Co . Bay  City 

3  Saginaw  Coal  Co . Bay  City 

4  United  City  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Bay  City 

5  Saginaw  Coal  Co . Bay  City 

6  Auburn  Coal  Co . Bay  City 

7  Salzburg  Coal  Co . Bay  City 

8  Michigan  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Bay  City 

9  Central  Coal  Co . Bay  City 

10  Hecla  Cement  &  Coal  Co . Bay  City 

11  Michigan  Vitrified  Brick  Co . Bay  City 

12  Bay  Coal  Mining  Co . Bay  City 

13  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co . Bay  City 

14  Uncle  Henry  Coal  Co . Saginaw 

15  Pere  Marquette  Coal  Co . Saginaw 


the  producer— and  then  harmonize  these,  if  pos¬ 
sible  to  get  a  satisfactory  market.  Apparently 
what  is  all  to  the  advantage  of  one  must  come 
at  the  sacrifice  of  the  other  except  where  the 
consumer  is  in  immediate  juxtaposition  to  the 
mine. 

With  the  exception  of  the  interior  mining  re¬ 


No.  Operator.  Location. 

1G  Chappel  &  Fordney  Coal  Co . Saginaw 

17  Bernard  Coal  Co . Saginaw 

18  Consolidated  Coal  Co . Saginaw 

19  Saginaw  Coal  Co . Saginaw 

20  Consolidated  Coal  Co . Saginaw 

21  Northern  Coal  &  Transportation  Co.,  The. Saginaw 

22  Northern  Coal  &  Transportation  Co.,  The. Saginaw 

23  Shiawassee  Coal  Co . Saginaw 

24  Consolidated  Coal  Co . Saginaw 

25  J.  H.  Somers  Coal  Co.  No.  1 . St.  Charles 

26  J.  H.  Somers  Coal  Co.  No.  3 . St.  Charles 

27  J.  H.  Somers  Coal  Co.  No.  2 . St.  Charles 

28  Robert  Gage  Coal  Co . St.  Charles 

29  Malone,  T.  H . Carbon 


freight  rate  adds  a  good  deal  to  the  cost  of  the 
coal  delivered.  Any  very  cheap  coal  which 
comes  into  southern  Michigan  is,  therefore,  the 
resultant  of  the  struggle  among  producers  to 
find  an  outlet  for  coal  which  has  been  mined 
but  not  sold. 

Enough  of  this  low  priced  commodity  comes 
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into  the  southern  part  of  Michigan  to  keep  the 
territory  constantly  in  a  turmoil  over  the  price 
of  coal  and  to  keep  the  consumers  guessing 
always  as  to  whether  it  is  the  best  policy  to 
make  a  contract  or  depend  entirely  upon  the 
open  market.  A  good  many  of  the  consumers 
and  dealers  have  found,  by  long  experience, 
that  although  in  the  course  of  a  year  a  good 
deal  of  this  unsold  coal  appears  upon  the  open 
market  at  low  figures  the  supply  of  it  is  so  in¬ 
termittent  and  so  uncertain  that  they  can  not 
depend  upon  it,  and  consequently  they  have  to 
provide  for  part  of  their  needs  by  contract. 
The  contract  price  is  always  higher  than  the 
spot  price  when  the  coal  is  up  to  demurrage 
and  consequently  the  consumer  or  dealer  finds 
a  good  deal  of  coal  being  disposed  of  in  his  ter¬ 
ritory  at  much  below  the  figure  that  he  is  pay¬ 
ing. 

The  Dumping  Process. 

As  fully  outlined  above  the  cities  of  Cleve¬ 
land  and  Toledo  make  it  a  practice  to  shove 
over  on  Detroit  the  consigned  coal  of  which 
they  are  not  able  to  make  disposition  in  their 
own  immediate  territories.  It  has  already  been 
shown  that  almost  constantly  there  is  on  hand 
at  Detroit  approximately  700  or  800  cars  of  unsold 
coal  for  which  a  market  must  be  found  in  the  out¬ 
lying  districts.  It  has  been  shown  that  as  a  dump¬ 
ing  ground  Detroit  is  secondary  only  to  Chicago. 
It  has  also  been  shown  that  the  number  of  con¬ 
cerns  dealing  in  coal  in  that  city  has  been  grad¬ 
ually  increasing  in  the  last  few  years  until 
now  the  field  is  a  little  more  than  full.  Ship¬ 
pers  of  coal  have  taken  advantage  of  Detroit’s 
position  and  have  been  shoving  unsold  coal  into  that 
territory  and  then  wiring  to  some  jobbing  con¬ 
cern,  with  which  they  have  arrangements,  the 
fact  that  the  coal  is  on  the  way  and  requesting 
that  disposition  be  made  of  it.  Notification  is 
received  too  late  to  check  the  movement  of  the 
coal  and  consequently  it  has  to  be  disposed  of 
even  though  the  price  obtained  will  not  much 
more  than  pay  the  cost  of  mining  and  the  job¬ 
ber’s  commission. 

A  New  Organization. 

A  short  time  ago  the  jobbers  and  shippers 
got  together  in  an  effort  to  check  the  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  in  that  direction  and  formed  the 
Detroit  Coal  Shippers’  Association.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  is  to  remedy  conditions  in  and 
around  Detroit,  primarily,  but  there  is  also 
some  plan  under  consideration  whereby  the 
coal  operators  in  the  three  eastern  states  can 
be  kept  aware  of  Detroit  conditions  and  urged 
not  to  send  coal  in  there  unless  with  the  jobber’s  or 
shipper’s  consent  prior  to  reconsignment.  This 
association  has  been  organized  by  the  selection 
of  Walter  Brooks  as  president,  Andrew  Lori- 
mer  as  vice-president,  and  W.  A.  Wight  as  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Brooks  represents 
Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks,  Mr.  Lorimer  repre¬ 
sents  J.  S.  Lorimer  Sons,  and  Mr.  Wight  is 
connected  with  the  Federal  Coal  Company. 
The  board  of  directors  includes  the  officers  and 
Jules  G.  Hoffman,  W.  J.  Scully,  W.  R.  Thomp¬ 
son  and  E.  J.  Corbett. 

When  the  situation  of  the  Detroit  companies 
is  understood  the  purpose  of  this  organization 
will  be  fully  appreciated.  Many  of  the  big 
firms  there  have  really  a  dual  organization. 
For  one  thing  they  mine  coal  from  properties 
which  they  own  and  for  another  they  do  a  job¬ 
bing  business  for  others.  As  producing  com¬ 
panies,  strictly,  their  main  purpose  is  to  keep 
prices  up  to  a  point  where  a  profit  is  possible. 
They  are  not  so  much  concerned  about  getting 
out  the  tonnage  so  long  as  they  get  a  certain 
profit  from  the  operation  of  their  mines.  As 
shipping  companies  strictly  they  will  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  keep  the  coal  in  the  ground  until  it 
is  sold,  and,  consequently,  would  not  -flood  the 
markets,  as  has  very  frequently  been  done  un¬ 
der  the  present  methods.  As  jobbers,  however, 
they  must  handle  a  lot  of  coal  if  they  are  going 
to  make  any  money  out  of  their  commission. 
They  do  not  care  whether  the  market  price 
is  satisfactory  or  not,  but  desire  to  keep  turn¬ 
ing  over  the  coal  that  they  may  get  the  full 
advantage  of  their  commission.  The  two  func¬ 
tions  of  these  big  companies  conflict. 

The  producing  companies,  therefore,  have  no 
intention  of  trying,  through  the  new  organiza¬ 
tion,  to  monopolize  completely  the  Detroit  mar¬ 


ket  for  their  own  product,  but  they  will  en¬ 
deavor  to  pursuade  the  other  producing  com¬ 
panies  to  keep  unsold  coal  off  that  market  un¬ 
til  the  jobbers  advise  there  is  a  possibility  of 
making  a  sale  at  a  satisfactory  price.  By  fol¬ 
lowing  this  sort  of  a  plan  the  big  companies 
will  not  only  protect  the  output  of  their  own 
operations  but  will  safeguard  the  interests  of 
the  other  shippers,  since  practically  no  coal  will 
be  sold  except  at  satisfactory  prices.  It  is  for 
this  purpose  that  the  Detroit  Coal  Shippers’ 
Association  was  formed  and  this  organization 
is  trying  to  remove  some  of  the  irregularities 
from  the  trade. 

Results  are  Obtained. 

Some  results  have  already  come  from  the 
operations  of  the  Detroit  Coal  Shippers’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  For  one  thing  they  have  almost  com¬ 
pletely  revolutionized  the  practice  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  with  regard  to  unloading  or  reconsign¬ 
ing  coal.  Under  the  old  rule  the  railroads  gave 
the  consignees  twelve  hours  in  which  to  unload 
equipment,  after  which  demurrage  charges 
would  begin  to  accrue.  The  association  has 
now  been  able  to  convince  the  railroads  that 
seventy-two  hours  is  a  more  equitable  time, 
and  this  has  been  established  as  a  rule  by  a 
part  of  the  railroads  at  least,  although  a  few 
are  still  objecting.  The  railroads  formerly 
charged  a  rather  stiff  sum  for  reconsigning, 
but  the  association  has  been  able  to  have  all 
such  charges  removed  %  making  the  statement 
that  the  railroads  were  making  additional 
charges  for  which  no  additional  service  was 
performed.  On  that  one  point  the  railroads 
and  coal  shippers  seem  to  have  been  antagon¬ 
istic  for  the  time  or  at  least  at  cross  purposes, 
but  in  regard  to  keeping  unsold  coal  off  that 
market  the  railroads  and  the  shipping  com¬ 
panies  have  joined  hands. 

The  shippers,  of  course,  appreciate  that  lim¬ 
iting  the  supply  of  unsold  coal  will  be  of  bene¬ 
fit  to  values,  while  the  railroads  appreciate  that 
the  equipment  will  remove  much  more  quickly 
if  it  does  not  have  to  stand  around  containing 
coal  until  the  jobbing  companies  can  find  a 
market  in  Detroit  or  some  outlying  point. 
What  is  to  the  best  interest  of  the  jobbers  is 
therefore  equally  advantageous  to  the  railroads, 
and  the  two  are  working  in  harmony  trying  to 
make  the  producing  companies  see  that  it  is 
equally  to  their  advantage  to  keep  this  coal 
away  from  Detroit  until  there  is  some  definite 
call  for  it.  There  is  some  question  just  how 
far  the  shippers  and  jobbers  are  going  to  get 
results  in  this  matter,  but  they  are  studying 
the  question  thoroughly,  the  legal  departments 
of  the  railroad  companies  being  employed. 

The  Retailers’  Position. 

The  position  of  the  retailer  is  fully  as  pre¬ 
carious  as  that  of  the  jobber  or  the  transpor¬ 
tation  company.  Owing  to  the  conditions  out¬ 
lined  above  the  retailer  must  constantly  look 
for  irregular  shipments  into  his  territory.  He 
knows  that  if  the  jobber  has  unsold  coal  on 
his  hands  he  is  likely  to  find  his  market  for  it 
either  among  the  dealers  or,  failing  in  this, 
among  the  consumers  who  are  not  entitled  or¬ 
dinarily  to  car  lot  shipments  or  wholesale 
prices.  The  jobbers  who  have  to  place  an 
enormous  tonnage  in  this  way  may  not  al¬ 
ways  be  considerate  of  the  dealer  and  might 
be  disposed,  under  strong  temptation,  to  sell 
coal  to  the  consumer  direct.  This  very  nat¬ 
urally  destroys  part  of  the  market  for  the  re¬ 
tailer  and  presents  to  him  an  embarrassing  sit¬ 
uation. 

Moreover  the  frequent  consignment  and  re¬ 
consignment  of  cars  necessitates  more  handling 
than  if  the  coal  moved  direct  from  the  mines 
to  the  dealer’s  yard.  Every  time  the  equipment 
is  taken  out  of  one  train  and  placed  on  a  sid¬ 
ing  and  hooked  to  another  train  there  is  more 
or  less  switching  with  a  consequent  increase 
in  the  loss  of  coal  through  bump-off.  The  deal¬ 
ers  in  southern  Michigan  have  found,  a  long 
time  ago,  that  before  the  car  arrives  at  destina¬ 
tion  it  has  all  the  surplus  over  a  car  load  re¬ 
moved  by  this  bump-off  process  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  there  is  no  more  coal  at  destination 
than  should  have  been  placed  on  the  car  at  the 
mine.  The  railroads  are  not  always  careful  to 
see  that  a  car  is  properly  loaded  at  the  mine, 
and  since  the  dealer  has  to  pay  the  loss  in  tran¬ 


sit  he  finds  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  a  good 
deal  of  his  profit  has  gone  to  pay  for  coal 
which  was  never  delivered  to  him.  This  fre¬ 
quent  handling  of  cars  and  the  commodity 
consequently  makes  for  an  increase  in  the 
short  weight  deliveries  by  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies.  This  short  weight  matter  is  one  that 
is  going  to  come  prominently  before  the  Mich¬ 
igan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Associa¬ 
tion  at  the  forthcoming  meeting  at  Detroit. 

There  is  a  third  problem  arising  from  the 
same  situation  which  confronts  the  dealer,  to 
prove  both  annoying  and  expensive.  As  inti¬ 
mated  above,  with  unsold  coal  constantly  on 
hand  contracting  by  the  dealer  becomes  haz¬ 
ardous.  The  dealer  who  supplies  all  of  his 
needs  for  a  year  or  even  the  major  portion  of 
it  on  a  contract  basis  never  knows  when  his 
competitor  will  be  able  to  get  some  of  this 
consignment  coal  at  such  a  low  figure  as  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  undersell  the  man  who  relied  upon 
contracts.  This  reconsigning  of  coal  and  the 
constant  shipment  of  unsold  coal  into  Detroit 
and  other  southern  Michigan  markets  conse¬ 
quently  grows  as  an  annoying  factor  and 
sooner  or  later  envelops  the  whole  trade. 
The  dealer  would  be  disposed  to  stear  clear 
of  all  contracting  and  rely  upon  this  open  mar¬ 
ket  if  he  were  sure  first  that  the  practice  would 
be  continued  indefinitely,  and,  second,  if  he 
could  depend  upon  the  demurrage  coal  being 
of  a  high  quality. 

Of  course  a  percentage  of  this  free  coal  is 
of  high  quality,  but  by  far  the  larger  part  of 
it  is  of  an  uncertain  grade.  The  high  and  low 
grade  coals  are  mixed  under  standard  names 
and  this  presents  utter  confusion  not  only  to 
the  dealer  but  also  to  the  consumer.  The  same 
thing  works  to  the  annoyance  of  the  dealer 
who  would  like  to  conduct  a  quiet  and  honest 
business  but  who  is  constantly  thrown  into  a 
ferment  by  the  inroads  made  upon  his  regular 
trade  by  this  free  coal,  the  quality  of  which, 
as  just  shown,  is  not  a  known  quantity. 

The  Michigan  Coal. 

Some  of  the  members  in  the  coal  trade  in 
Detroit  and  southern  Michigan  have  expressed 
a  very  candid  opinion  that  if  it  were  at  all  pos¬ 
sible  they  would  cut  loose  from  a  good  many 
outside  coals  and  rely  strictly  upon  the  coal 
produced  in  the  state.  Unfortunately  the  qual¬ 
ity  nor  the  quantity  of  the  latter  coal  will  per¬ 
mit  of  any  such  a  radical  action.  The  geo¬ 
logical  survey  of  the  coal  fields  of  Michigan 
show  that  the  measure  in  the  center  of  the 
basin  is  from  600  to  700  feet  thick.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  overlaid  by  a  deep  glacial  drift,  which 
rests  upon  an  irregular  surface  of  carbonifer¬ 
ous  rock.  Frequent  drill  tests  have  proved  that 
this  drift  contains  a  good  deal  of  water  and 
large  boulders.  The  make-up  of  the  drift  is 
such  as  to  make  mining  operations  in  that  ter¬ 
ritory  extremely  difficult.  On  account  of  the 
mining  difficulties  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
area  has  not  been,  and  is  not  worked  today, 
and  this  has  centered  upon  the  Saginaw  seam 
most  all  of  the  coal  operations.  According  to 
official  records  the  analyses  of  the  coal  from 
the  three  prominent  seams  in  Michigan  is  as 
follows: 


Seam. 

Moisture. 

Ash. 

Btu. 

Upper  Verne  .... 

.  10.60 

8.35 

11590 

Lower  Verne  ... 

.  9.70 

11.68 

11321 

Saginaw  . 

. 11.60 

5.90 

11962 

Concerning  the  recent  articles  issued  by  cer 
tain  eminent  professors  as  to  the  early  exhaus¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States’  coal  resources,  the 
Scranton  Tribune  says:  “It  is  estimated  by  the 
geologists  that  there  is  at  least  double  the  amount 
of  anthracite  in  sight  now  that  there  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  exist  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  The 
discovery  of  new  anthracite  seams  is  an  every 
day  incident.  The  Diamond  mine  is  one  of  the 
oldest  collieries  in  this  section.  It  has  been  in 
operation  over  thirty  years.  So  far  from  show¬ 
ing  signs  of  exhaustion,  the  Diamond  is  now  in 
the  full  maturity  of  its  productive  and  earning 
capacity,  and  Colonel  Phillips  thinks  it  will  re¬ 
main  so  for  the  next  thirty  or  forty  years.  Leg¬ 
gett’s  Creek  is  another  mine  that  has  been  worked 
continuously  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the 
Leggett’s  Creek  is  faithful  to  its  traditions  as 
a  rich  mine,  and  one  that  shows  no  sign  of  ex¬ 
haustion. 
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Mr.  Mitchell  would  draw  the  labor  union  vote  entirely  to  the  Democratic 
standard.  On  this  account  fears  ,are  expressed  that  the  next  house  will 
be  Democratic.  It  is  declared  now  that  if  a  new  Bureau  of  Mines  were 
established  the  president  would  appoint  Mr.  Mitchell  as  its  head,  thus 
removing  him  as  a  possible  vice-presidential  candidate.  Thus  a  new  de¬ 
partment  head  would  be  created  to  serve  an  immediate  political  expedi¬ 
ent.  Confessedly  the  Senate  does  not  care  much  for  President  Roosevelt 
and  might  be  disposed  to  hold  up  the  Mining  Bureau  until  after  the 
election,  so  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  might  not  serve  his  political  ends  by  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Mitchell  from  the  vice-presidential  possibilities.  Thus 
the  question  of  establishing  a  new  and  useful  bureau  has  become  involved 
in  the  intricacies  of  party  political  machinations.  This  is  not  appetizing 
when  work  of  this  importance  is  to  be  undertaken. 

The  generality  of  states  have  mining  bureaus,  which  are  kept  out 
of  politics.  Mine  supervision  is  a  scientific  matter,  to  be  handled  almost 
exclusively  by  scientists  and  hence  the  selection  of  the  heads  of  such 
departments  is  left  to  scientific  men,  who  receive  their  appointment  from 
political  sources.  The  selection  of  the  bureau  head  is  therefore  only  in¬ 
directly  political.  To  gather  information  of  benefit  to  the  mining  industry 
we  seriously  need  a  new  bureau  of  mines.  If,  however,  this  bureau  can 
not  be  started  now  in  a  non-partisan  way  its  organization  should  be' 
postponed  until  political  considerations  are  removed. 

If  the  new  bureau  can  be  started  without  the  introduction  of  politics 
The  Black  Diamond  is  earnestly  in  favor  of  it.  Otherwise  we  should 
favor  a  delay  at  least  until  after  the  November  election. 


Can’t  We  Get 
Together? 


The  railroads  and  the  Attorney  General  are  now 
collaborating  in  collecting  information  to  be  used  as 
a  basis  of  a  test  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  Hep¬ 
burn  amendment  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  act. 
It  seems  that  animosities  have  been  forgotten  and  that  the  two  interests 
are  working  with  a  common  purpose  in  view.  Such  co-operation  will 
get  at  the  root  of  the  whole  matter  and  will  result  in  a  presentation  to 
the  court  of  such  a  case  as  will  permit  that  tribunal  to  reach  a  represen¬ 
tative  decision. 

To  those  who  have  studied  Canadian  conditions  it  has  been  apparent 
that  the  Canadian  government  has  been  teaching  the  United  States  some¬ 
thing  valuable  in  the  relation  of  government  to  its  big  corporations. 
Confessedly  we  have  been  at  swords’  points  with  our  industrial  giants, 
it  appearing  to  be  the  common  will  to  destroy  them.  In  Canada  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  big  corporations  have  been  walking  arm  in  arm,  ac¬ 
complishing  definite  results  for  the  general  welfare.  Some  public  men 
and  some  public  spirited  men  are  on  record  as  declaring  that  Canada  is 
still  young  industrially  and  can  afford  to  do  that  sort  of  thing.  This 
raises  the  question  whether  one  policy  is  right  for  an  undeveloped  coun¬ 
try  and  another  policy  is  required  after  development  is  completed.  No 
permanent  good,  it  seems  to  us,  can  come  to  a  government  which  will 
assume  one  attitude  in  youth  toward  its  creatures  and  quite  another  atti¬ 
tude,  in  its  maturity,  toward  the  same  institutions.  We  must  be  more 
consistent  or  the  success  will  not  be  permanent.  Another  question  arises, 
has  the  United  States  reached  the  point  of  development  where  it  can 
begin  to  disregard  those  relationships  which  are  conducive  to  growth. 

We  are  not  taking  the  position  that  rascality  should  be  condoned 
by  the  government  whether  it  is  young,  middle  aged  or  old.  Our  only 
contention  is  that  where  the  good  of  all  people  is  to  be  conserved  prop¬ 
erly  there  should  be  co-operation  between  the  people  and  the  big  insti¬ 
tution.  It  has  just  been  found  that  the  government  and  the  railroads 
can  get  together  where  the  intentions  of  both  are  honest.  The  govern¬ 
ment  is  now  finding  that  the  railroads  are  disposed  to  listen  to  reason. 
It  is  the  present  attitude  which  counts.  If  the  big  corporations,  especial¬ 
ly  the  railroads,  and  the  United  States  government  can  co-operate  in  the 
future  for  the  common  good,  it  is  well  worth  while  to  establish  that  co¬ 
operation  even  though  it  might  be  necessary  to  condone  some  ofifenses 
committed  heretofore. 


Congress  has  been  discussing,  within  the  week,  the 
New  Bureau  establishment  of  a  Bureau  of  Mines  under  the  aus- 
of  Mines.  pices  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor. 

The  popular  favor  in  which  this  was  held  is  demon¬ 
strated  by  the  fact  that,  by  a  handsome  majprity,  it  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  is  only  held  up  in  the  Senate  because  matters  of 
more  pressing  importance  are  confronting  that  organization.  The  bill  in 
itself  seems  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  but  if  it  fails  to  pass  it  will  be 
because  of  political  consideration. 

Some  suggestion  has  been  made  that  John  Mitchell,  formerly  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  might  be  vice-presidential 
candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  The  Republicans  have  feared  that 


•  In  a  recent  talk,  before  a  comparatively  small  body 

Giving  Credit  to  of  retailers,  an  expert  on  credits  declared  that  the 
Consumers.  average  business  house  goes  upon  the  theory  that 
the  people  are  honest.  In  one  of  the  biggest  retail 
centers  of  the  country — Chicago — one  of  the  biggest  stores  of  the  world 
does  probably  seventy-five  per  cent  of  its  business  on  the  credit  basis.  Its 
yearly  losses  through  bad  accounts  are  figured  down  to  a  basis  of  one- 
tenth  of  one  per  cent.  It  has  proceeded  unquestioningly  on  the  theory  that 
the  only  danger  is  granting  a  man  more  credit  than  he  can  really  afford. 

This  year  the  coal  men  are  giving  scrutinizing  attention  to  credits. 
The  movement  started  with  the  largest  companies.  This  has  been  car¬ 
ried  down  to  almost  the  smallest  of  dealers,  who  are  scrutinizing  the 
credit  of  their  customers.  It  is  of  immense  value  to  one  coal  producer 
to  know  what  coal  dealer  or  jobber  has  been  unable  to  meet  his  obliga¬ 
tions  to  another  coal  producer.  It  is  of  equal  advantage  to  the  jobber  to 
know  what  dealer  has  not  been  able  to  meet  his  obligations  to  another 
jobber,  but  it  is  of  even  greater  value  to  the  retailer  to  know  what  cus¬ 
tomer  has  not  been  able,  or  is  unwilling  to  meet  obligations  to  other 
dealers.  The  way  to  discover  these  irresponsible  people  is  to  establish  a 
clearing  house  of  information.  The  producers  could  have  one,  the  job¬ 
bers  could  have  another  and  the  dealers  a  third. 

When  it  comes  to  a  question  of  trusting  one  another  with  informa¬ 
tion  the  producers,  jobbers  and  dealers  hesitate.  They  are  perfectly 
willing  to  entrust  the  public  with  their  commodity,  but  do  not  seem 
willing  to  trust  their  competitors  with  information.  There  is  something 
wrong  with  that  kind  of  a  business.  It  would  almost  seem  as  if  the 
average  people  were  more  honest  than  the  average  coal  dealer  if  the 
people  can  be  trusted  with  goods  and  the  average  dealer  can  not  be 
trusted  with  information. 


Advertising  is  now  recognized  as  a  serious  and  al- 
•  Methods  Used  in  most  scientific  part  of  every  legitimate  business. 

Advertising.  Examples,  almost  innumerable,  could  be  given  dem¬ 
onstrating  the  correctness  of  this  theory,  but  only 
one  is  necessary.  One  of  the  greatest  publishers  of  the  United  States, 
the  head  of  the  Curtis  Publishing  Company,  makes  the  positive  declara¬ 
tion  that  his  success  is  based  solely  upon  advertising. 

Various  methods  are  used  in  selecting  a  satisfactory  medium,  in  the 
preparation  of  “copy”  and  in  the  use  of  type  or  illustrations..  The  sub¬ 
ject  is  too  big  to  be  handled  in  one  brief  editorial  except  to  point  out 
one  method  and  its  application.  Some  advertisers  use  what  is  called 
the  “Mystery  ad,”  arousing  the  curiosity  of  the  reader  by  a  vague  sug¬ 
gestion  the  purport  of  which  is  not  revealed  for  several  days.  Advertis¬ 
ing  men  declare  this  is  a  waste  of  space  because  only  a  small  percentage 
of  those  who  see  the  “mystery”  part  of  the  advertisement  ever  see  the 
answer.  The  point  which  we  wish  to  make  is  that  if  it  is  a  waste  of 
money  to  leave  the  purpose  of  the  advertisement  obscure  what  will  be 
the  financial  result  to  the  concern  which  never  advertises  at  all? 

Modern  business  is  done  on  an  advertising  basis.  The  man  who  does 
no  advertising  is  consequently  out  of  touch  with  modern  business  meth¬ 
ods  and,  of  course,  cannot  hope  to  profit  unless  he  falls  in  line  with  the 
spirit  of  the  times. 
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Side  Talks  With  the  Retail  Dealer. 


Any  man  who  has  ever  been  in  the  kitchen 
when  his  wife  was  doing  the  homely  but 
necessary  work  of  getting  dinner,  realizes  that 
she  always  keeps  the  pineapples  by  them¬ 
selves,  never  permitting  one  of  them  to  get 
inside  the  refrigerator  with  the  other  things 
to  eat.  I  know  a  little  woman  who  did  not 
regard  this  kitchen  rule,  and  when  the  dinner 
came  on  the  table  we  had  pineapple  butter, 
pineapple  milk,  pineapple  steak,  and,  in  fact, 
everything  on  the  bill  of  fare  had  that  flavor 
to  it.  Of  course,  the  flavor  is  all  right  in  its 
place,  but  as  a  steady  diet,  through  three 
courses,  it  cannot  be  considered  a  complete 
success. 

I  know  an  association  which  has  a  pineapple 
flavor  to  everything  it  does,  and  this  flavor  is 
given  it  by  an  unusually  permeating  secre¬ 
tary.  Whenever  there  is  a  meeting  it  amounts 
to  a  monologue  on  his  part.  If  the  others 
rise  to  say  anything  he  is  immediately  on  his 
feet  to  either  add  to  their  remarks  or  to  insert 
his  own  opinion  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  a 
personal  flavor  to  everything  done.  Usually 
the  actions  of  the  association  amount  to  an 
expression  of  his  personal  wish.  He  is  hired 
to  work  and  act,  of  course,  but  it  has  never 
seemed  exactly  right  that  he  should  become 
the  association,  merely  using  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  as  so  many  bumps  on  a  log  to  form  a 
setting  for  his  eloquence  or  so  many  pegs  upon 
which  to  hang  his  ideas. 

One  of  these  days  this  secretary  is  going 
to  go  stale.  As  the  cook  said,  in  the  “Vir- 
ginian,”  if  a  man  keeps  relying  upon  his 
presence  of  mind  all  the  while  he  is  sure  to 
turn  up  sick  some  day.  Well,  when  that  sec¬ 
retary  goes  stale  on  the  job  and  forgets  to  get 
new  ideas,  or  when,  as  the  ministers  do,  he 
turns  the  barrel  upside  down  and  begins  to 
work  upward  from  the  bottom,  there  is  going 
to  be  a  sudden  end  of  that  association  and  the 
pews  will  some  day  be  vacant. 

To  give  another  idea — and  a  proper  one — 
of  what  an  association  is  or  should  be  I  will 
call  attention  to  the  work  of  another  associa¬ 
tion.  Its  secretary  has  no  pride  of  oratory. 
In  fact,  I  have  heard  him  try  to  speak  and 
came  away  with  the  distinct  impression  that 
he  could  not  talk  for  sour  apples.  He  gets 
shaky  in  the  knees,  his  voice  has  an  uncertain 
waver  as  if  it  were  likely  to  break  up  and 
fall  to  pieces,  and  all  of  the  color  goes  out 
of  his  face  every  time  he  starts  to  say  any¬ 
thing.  In  school  days  or  on  the  stage  we 
would  call  that  “buck  fever”  or  stage  fright. 
Evidently  the  forte  of  this  man  is  not  public 
speaking  and  he  knows  it  as  well  as  any  man 
of  my  acquaintance.  But  when  it  conies  down 
to  work  he  has  the  endurance  of  a  mule  on  a 
dry  road.  Figuratively,  he  can  pull  anything 
that  is  loose  at  both  ends  and  when  he  starts 
in  to  tug  the  load  is  going  to  move  unless  the 
trace  chains  give  way  or  the  front  axle  comes 
out  from  under  the  wagon.  He  is  just  a  plain, 
every-day  work  horse,  put  in  office  for  a  defi¬ 
nite  purpose,  which  is  to  make  the  other  fel¬ 
lows  do  the  talking  and  solve  their  own  prob¬ 
lems. 

Methods  Contrasted. 

In  the  first  association  the  members  fore¬ 
gather  to  hear  what  the  secretary  has  to  say. 
If  he  is  unable  to  attend,  the  meeting  breaks 
up  and,  in  summer  time,  the  members  spend 
the  afternoon  at  the  ball  game.  In  the  sec¬ 
ond  association  the  members  know  that  they 
cannot  rely  upon  a  glib  tongue,  so  to  speak, 
and,  of  course,  they  realize  that  they  have 
talking  parts  in  the  little  drama,  not  to  be 
filled  by  anyone  else.  The  meetings  are  not 
dry,  nor  are  they  uninteresting,  for  every  man 
has  something  to  say  if  you  will  only  get  him 
accustomed  to  making  his  speech.  In  the  first 
association  the  expression  is  what  one  man 
thinks.  In  the  other  it  is  an  expression  of 
the  innermost  thoughts  of  several  hundred.  No 
need  exists  for  pointing  out  which  association 
does  the  most  good  for  the  members.  It  is 
self-evident  that  the  latter  is  far  and  away  the 
most  effective.  The  moral  to  this  part  of  this 


little  yarn  is  that  if  the  secretary  is  too  talka¬ 
tive  it  might  be  well  to  put  a  muzzle  on  him 
until  the  others  in  the  room  have  had  their 
says. 

1  believe  I  told  you  the  yarn,  not  long  ago, 
of  the  colored  gentleman  who  was  caught  in 
the  chicken  coop  of  his  white  neighbor  and, 
when  the  latter  appeared  with  a  shotgun,  start¬ 
ed  off  across  the  cabbage  patch.  In  his  flight 
he  scared  up  a  jackrabbit  that  was  making  his 
meal  off  cabbage  leaves.  For  about  half  a 
mile  the  colored  gentleman  and  the  jackrabbit 
kept  neck  and  neck,  each  getting  more  fright¬ 
ened  the  further  they  went.  Finally  as  the 
two  cleared  a  stake  and  rider  fence  abreast 
the  colored  gentleman  exclaimed  to  the  jack¬ 
rabbit: 

“If  you  are  not  going  to  run,  get  out  of  the 
way  and  let  some  one  do  it  who  knows  how.” 

In  this  connection  it  might  be  well  to  re¬ 
member  that  the  secretary  of  an  association 
is  not,  under  all  circumstances,  a  practical 
yard  manager.  If  he  were  he  would  not  be 
running  an  association.  When  it  comes  down 
to  the  point  of  giving  advice  on  how  to  run  a 
yard  he  may  have  fine  theories,  but  not  always 
those  which  would  work  out  best  for  the  right 
kind  of  a  showing  on  the  ledger.  When  the 
secretary  begins  to  spin  his  yarns  about  what 
to  do  for  the  practical  success  of  the  yard, 
just  whisper  to  him  that  here  is  the  place 
where  he  ought  to  step  aside  and  let  some 
one  run  who  knows  how. 

The  whole  thing  is  summed  up  in  this.  No 
man  can  keep  several  hundred  men  interested 
for  very  long,  when  he  is  the  whole  show. 

Working  in  Unison. 

To  bring  out  the  second  point  which  it  is 
desired  to  make  in  this  ensemble  or  rambling 
remarks  it  is  necessary  to  shift  the  simile  a 
little.  No  one  ever  heard  a  director  of  a  choir 
who  was  the  whole  thing  in  making  the  music. 
He  gives  them  the  interpretation,  helps  to 
bring  out  the  strong  parts  and  to  smooth  over 
the  rough  places,  but  without  the  singers  back 
of  him  he  might  beat  the  air  with  his  baton 
for  a  century  and  nothing  would  come  but  a 
few  sharp  swishes. 

I  have  heard  singers  whr^  while  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  a  big  chorus,  seemed  the  only  one  doing 
any  really  effective  work.  His  voice  stood  out 
above  everyone.  I  have  been  told  by  those 
who  surrounded  this  man  that  he  took  their 
voices  entirely  away  from  them,  adding  their 
volume  to  his.  To  a  certain  extent,  then,  while 
some  twenty  or  thirty  were  singing  it  sounded 
almost  like  one  man  rendering  a  solo,  with  a 
volume  equal  to  twenty. 

Once  in  a  while  it  becomes  necessary  for 
the  secretary  or  the  responsible  head  of  the 
organization  to  speak  with  such  power  and 
volume  that  he  seems  to  have  gathered  into 
his  throat  the  power  of  the  whole  association. 
Take,  for  instance,  such  an  occasion  as  the 
impressing  of  legislature  with  the  desire  of  the 
association.  On  such  an  occasion  a  secre¬ 
tary,  speaking  merely  as  one  man,  would  have 
merely  the  weight  and  influence  of  one  man, 
who  speaks  from  what  he  knows  and  believes, 
therefore  having  certain  influence,  but  not  with 
that  power  that  would  suggest  that  he  had  a 
clientele  adding  their  voices  to  his. 

Will  some  one  tell  me  what  is  the  difference 
between  Theodore  Roosevelt  speaking  as  the 
president  of  the  United  States  and  the  same 
man  writing  books  as  a  graduate  at  law  and  a 
student  of  natural  history?  In  the  first  place, 
he  is  speaking  with  that  power  which  comes 
from  being  supported  by  eighty-seven  millions 
of  people,  a  great  army  and  a  greater  navy. 
In  the  latter  respect  he  is  only  a  man,  telling 
what  he  knows  and  what  he  feels.  In  one  the 
chorus  is  back  of  the  singer.  In  the  other  it 
is  a  case  of  the  one  man  rising  to  render  a 
solo,  with  no  force  but  that  of  his  own  lungs. 

The  president  would  not  have  the  the  same 
power  but  for  the  fact  that  he  speaks  what  is 
in  the  heart  of  most  of  those  who  follow  him. 
When  he  writes  of  natural  history  he  stands 
alone,  almost,  the  populace  having  nothing  in 
common  with  him.  His  addresses  as  presi¬ 
dent  are  as  the  roaring  of  a  lion.  As  a  nat¬ 


ural  historian  he  speaks  as  the  bleating  of  a 
lamb.  There  is  force  in  one  and  none  in  the 
other.  By  the  '  same  token  the  secretary  of 
the  association,  speaking  as  an  individual, 
might  amuse  the  legislators  but  could  not  drive 
even  a  resolution  of  respect  through  the  house 
and  senate.  But  let  him  speak  as  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  500  men  who  own  retail  coal  yards 
and  who  are  members  of  his  association  and, 
by  sympathy,  with  the  power  of  500  other  coal 
dealers  and  his  voice  becomes  one  that  the 
association  can  be  proud  of  and  one  to  which 
the  legislators  will  bend  a  willing  ear. 

Getting  the  Benefit. 

We  have  established  two  points  now  and  it 
remains  to  show  their  exact  relation  and  to 
point  out  the  moral  to  the  whole  thing.  In 
the  first  place,  an  association  is  of  - no  value 
unless  )<  consists  of  more  than  one"  man  with 
a  few  hundred  others  for  a  background.  The 
association  to  amount  to  anything  is  not  an 
oratorical  school  for  the  secretary,  but  some¬ 
thing  where  men  of  experience  exchange  ideas 
and  come  to  understand  their  own  methods 
better  by  comparing  them  with  those  of  others. 
In  the  first  place,  it  should  be  a  school  for  the 
coal  dealer,  a  sort  of  post-graduate  course  in 
the  matter  of  running  a  yard  with  profit.  No 
sentiment  attaches  to  it  and  it  is  far' more  than 
merely  a  social  organization.  It  exists  to  be¬ 
stow  specific  benefits,  more  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  methods  than  in  the  enactment  of 
some  fancied  legislation.  The  by-laws,  of 
every  organization  of  which  I  know,  declare 
that  the  primary  purpose  is  for  the  dissemina1- 
tion  of  useful  information.  Please  to  put  the 
proper  emphasis  on  that  phrase,  “useful  infor¬ 
mation.” 

To  get  the  right  sort  of  an  association  run¬ 
ning  in  the  right  sort  of  a  way  it  is  supposed 
that  the  members  shall  exchange  experiences 
and  give  to  the  other  members,  of  the  same 
organization,  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

Given  an  organization  of  that  kind  and  it  is  a 
body  of  men  knit  together  by  a  common  sym¬ 
pathy,  by  a  common  purpose  and  by  the 
knowledge  that  a  direct  benefit  is  being  de¬ 
rived.  When  annual  dues  times  comes  around 
the  checks  are  drawn  willingly,  for  the  asso¬ 
ciation  is  something  in  which  every  man  has 
had  something  to  say,  has  had  some  direct 
benefit  and  probably  has  had  the  satisfaction 
of  having  heard  his  own  voice  raised  in  ex¬ 
pounding  a  personal  theory — a  thing  that  is 
always  pleasing  to  the  individual. 

Utilizing  the  Power. 

Now,  take  this  sort  of  an  organization  and 
thrust  it  into  any  one  of  the  big  questions  of 
the  hour.  When  it  takes  a  stand  no  question 
is  raised  as  to  whether  it  means  business. 
Every  one  who  has  heard  of  that  organization 
knows  that  it  moves  with  a  directness  of  aim 
that  is  deadly  to  opposition,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  it  has  joined  forces  in  the  right 
sort  of  a  way.  Let  it  be  supposed,  for  in¬ 
stance,  that  the  dealers  belonging  to  this  as¬ 
sociation  wanted  to  check  the  onward  rush  of 
the  railroads  to  take  things  not  accorded  them 
by  law  or  common  usage.  The  secretary  of  an 
association  of  this  sort  would  only  have  to  go 
to  the  railroads  and  tell  them  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  association  protested.  It  would 
not  be  the  voice  of  one  man.  It  would  be  the 
combined  voices  of  several  hundred  men  speak¬ 
ing  in  unison.  The  shrill  pining  of  the  secre¬ 
tary  would  change  to  a  mighty  chorus,  having 
both  weight  and  conviction.  Under  those  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  secretary  would  be  as  the 
great  singer,  gathering  the  voices  of  the  cho¬ 
rus  to  help  him  convey  the  big  message  of  the 
song  to  the  waiting  multitude. 

Supported  by  such  an  organization  as  this 
send  the  secretary  to  the  state  legislature  and 
demand  the  passage  of  any  law.  It  is  not  the 
voice  of  one  man  talking,  but  that  of  three, 
five  or  seven  hundred  coal  dealers  at  the  head 
of  as  many  organizations  of  clerks,  drivers 
and  yard  men,  all  with  voting  power,  calling 
upon  the  legislators  to  act  to  relieve  a  situa¬ 
tion  fraught  with  many  evils. 

Gladstone  Wise. 
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News  Local  to  Chicago. 


The  Movements  and  Sayings  of  Coal  Men 
in  the  Western  Metropolis 
are  Recorded. 


Homer  Tally,  general  sales  agent  for  the 
Coal  Bluff  Mining  Company  of  Terre  Haute, 
was  a  business  caller  within  the  week. 

James  Donaly,  president  of  the  Donaly- 
Koennecke  Company,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  and  Carterville,  Ill.,  passed  through 
Chicago  one  day  this  week  on  his  way  to  New 
York,  where  he  took  a  steamer  for  Europe. 
He  expects  to  remain  in  the  old  country  for 
about  three  months  this  summer,  intending  to 
travel  extensively  on  the  continent. 

Imperial  Pictor  Arthur  M.  Hull  spent  several 
days  in  Buffalo  last  week  conferring  with  Skout 
Charles  B.  Kinne  relative  to  the  annual  pow¬ 
wow  which  will  be  held  in  the  “Bison  City,” 
July  10  and  11.  Every  indication  points  to  a 
successful  convention  and  the  entertainment 
committee  under  the  energetic  and  aggressive 
leadership  of  Skout  Kinne  is  gathering  in  all  the 
spare  shekels  east  of  the  Mississippi,  which  means 
a  royal  program  in  the  way  of  entertainment 
will  be  provided. 

The  baseball  spirit  is  beginning  to  awaken 
among  the  office  men  of  the  Chicago  coal  trade 
and  the  announcement  is  made  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  first  coal  team.  This  was  ac¬ 
complished  within  the  week  when  the  employes 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  organ¬ 
ized  a  nine  and  elected  F.  A.  Bahn  as  man¬ 
ager.  This  team  will  be  open  for  engage¬ 
ments  on  Saturday  afternoons  throughout  the 
summer  and  Mr.  Bahn  suggests  he  would  like 
to  get  in  touch  with  other  organizations  of  a 
similar  character  in  the  trade. 

Walter  G.  Space,  son  of  George  M.  Space, 
general  northwestern  agent  for  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  has  been  appointed  northwestern 
sales  agent  for  the  Eldridge  Coal  Company, 
effective  June  1st.  Both  Mr.  Space  and  the 
Eldridge  Coal  Company  should  benefit  by  this 
new  appointment,  as  the  Eldridge  company  se¬ 
cures  a  promising  young  coal  man  who  has 
already  achieved  a  reputation  for  doing  things, 
and  Mr.  Space  becomes  connected  with  a  promi¬ 
nent  shipping  company  whose  extensive  line  of 
coals  give  him  ample  opportunity  to  add  further 
laurels  to  his  record  as  a  successful  salesman. 

General  Sales  Agent  Mingram  for  the  Drae- 
ger  Oxygen  Apparatus  Company,  was  in  Chi 
cago  this  last  week  making  preparations  for 
some  tests  of  the  Draeger  apparatus,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  use  of  which  is  to  safeguard  a  rescue 
party  while  working  in  a  dangerous  mine.  Mr. 
Mingram  has  the  general  agency  for  the 
United  States  and  expects  to  make  some  prac¬ 
tical  demonstrations  of  the  effectiveness  of  the 
apparatus.  His  first  test  will  be  in  the  mines 
of  the  Rock  Island  Coal  Company  in  Okla¬ 
homa,  the  arrangements  having  been  made 
with  Carl  Sholz,  the  president  of  that  organi¬ 
zation,  who  is  also  a  very  keen  student  of  mine 
methods  and  bent  upon  preventing  disasters  in 
mines.  By  these  tests  the  coal  trade  of  the 
west  will  be  brought  in  very  much  closer 
touch  with  the  Draeger  apparatus  than  has 
been  the  case  heretofore. 

The  big  track  dealers  of  Chicago  have  is¬ 
sued  their  circular  showing  the  prices  to  deal¬ 
ers'  wagons,  effective  June  1.  These  prices 
are  quoted  with  the  proviso  that  they  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  change  without  notice.  At  any  rate,  the 
following  is  the  list,  quoted  by  the  generality 
of  the  track  dealers: 

Hocking  Valley  lump,  $4.25  per  ton;  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  nut,  $4.00;  Brazil  block,  $3.75;  In¬ 
diana  lump,  $3.25;  Illinois  lump,  $3.25;  Indiana 
egg  and  nut,  $3.25  soft  coal  screenings,  $1.75; 
No.  1  washed  nut,  $3.75;  Pocahontas  mine- 
run,  $3.65;  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg,  $5.00; 
gas  house  coke,  $5.50;  smithing  (George’s 
Creek  and  Lilly),  $4.75  Falling  Rock  cannel, 
$6.50;  large  egg,  $6.20;  range-chestnut  and 
small  egg,  $6.45;  No.  2  chestnut,  $5.45;  buck¬ 
wheat,  $4.00;  sawed  slabs  (per  ton),  $6.50. 


At  the  hearing  called  by  the  Illinois  Railway 
and  Warehouse  Commission  for  Friday  after¬ 
noon  of  last  week  it  was  proposed  that  some 
change  be  made  in  rule  No.  23  of  the  ware¬ 
house  commission,  one  of  which  referred  to 
the  use  to  be  made  of  public  team  tracks  of 
the  railroad  company.  As  soon  as  this  rule 
was  suggested  the  attorneys  for  the  railroad 
made  objections  and,  in  face,  the  rule  was  not 
favored  by  the  shippers.  Members  of  the 
commission  declared  they  had  put  this  clause 
in  gratuitously,  believing  it  should  be  done. 
However,  that  part  will  probably  be  elimi¬ 
nated  from  the  rule.  The  other  regulation, 
which  fixed  the  rates  for  the  various  switch¬ 
ing  distances,  was  to  have  been  argued  dur¬ 
ing  the  day,  but  the  attorneys  for  the  railroad 
asked  a  little  more  time  in  which  to  file  for¬ 
mal  objections  to  the  rule  as  it  is  now  consti¬ 
tuted.  The  commission  told  the  railroad  at¬ 
torneys  that  the  hearing  would  be  postponed 
until  .June  23,  but  that  they  must  be  ready  at 
that  time,  as  the  case  now  has  been  pending 
for  the  last  two  years 

Two  or  three  jobbing  companies  have  de¬ 
cided  upon  a  radical  change  in  policy  toward 
the  Chicago  market  in  the  next  few  months. 
They  are  going  to  cut  down  the  shipment  of 
coal  in  here  ■  principally  domestic,  until  there 
is  a  better  demand  for  it  than  appears  right 
now.  Lately  they  have  been  shipping  in  coal 
on  speculation  and  have  found  that  a  good 
deal  of  it  has  been  up  to  demurrage  and  conse¬ 
quently  had  to  be  sacrificed  at  a  lower  price. 
Most  of  this  demurrage  coal  has  been  cleaned 
up  now  and  prices  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
cents  higher,  a  specific  instance  being  in  thin 
vein  smokeless  coal,  which  a  short  time  ago 
was  selling  at  seventy-five  cents  and  is  now 
bringing  not  less  than  a  dollar.  This  new  pol¬ 
icy  ought  to  help  the  market  a  good  deal. 


Eastern  Developments. 

Terse  Paragraphs  Epitomize  the  Coal 
Trade  Activities  East  of  the 
Alleghenies. 


J.  S.  Hamilton  of  Buffalo,  general  northern 
sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company, 
was  a  visitor  to  the  New  York  on  Tuesday. 

W.  B.  Ways,  eastern  sales  agent  of  the 
Davis  Colliery  Company,  with  headquarters 
at  Philadelphia,  was  a  visitor  to  the  New  York 
coal  trade  this  week. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Company  has  discovered  a  new  six  foot  vein 
of  fine  coal  at  Phoenix  Park,  south  of  the 
Tracy  shaft,  near  Pottsville. 

J.  M.  Fiske,  Jr.,  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley  Coal  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.,  was  a  visitor  to  the  New  York 
coal  trade  this  week. 

Charles  E.  Lester,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  went  over  to  Hartford  Tuesday  of  this 
week  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  W.  - 
C.  Mason  &  Co.,  of  which  he  is  vice-president. 

The  offices  of  the  Tidewater  Coal  Company, 
New  York;  have  been  moved  from  the  second 
floor  of  the  Washington  building.  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  to  rooms  236  and  237,  on  the  ninth  floor. 

On  Friday,  June  5,  the  New  York  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Water  Supply,  Gas  and  Electricity 
will  open  bids  for  the  furnishing  of  81,200 
gross  tons  of  anthracite  coal  for  the  Borough 
of  Brooklyn. 

The  mines  of  the  Beaver  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  are  to  be  equipped  with  electricity,  and 
a  large  new  breaker  is  being  erected,  through 
which  the  coal  taken  from  the  McAuley  moun¬ 
tain  tract  will  be  prepared  for  market. 

The  Oakland  Coal  Company,  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.,  has  been  incorporated,  with  a  capital 
of  $800,000.  The  incorporators  are  David  F. 
Fortney,  D.  Paul  and  Edward  Sillus.  The 
company  will  deal  in  coal,  coke  and  mineral 
products. 

On  Tuesday,  in  Washington,  bids  were 
opened  by  the  United  States  government  for 
the  furnishing  of  12,000  tons  of  bituminous  to 


the  New  York  City  Post  Office  building,  and 
2,500  to  the  Appraisal  building,  Christopher 
and  Washington  streets,  New  York. 

C.  W.  Watson,  president  of  the  Consolida¬ 
tion,  Fairmont  and  Somerset  Coal  Companies, 
is  a  candidate  for  delegate  to  the  democratic 
convention  to  be  held  at  Denver,  and  his  name 
will  come  before  the  convention  to  be  held  in 
his  home  county,  Marion,  West  Virginia,  this 
week. 

The  strike  of  teamsters  for  some  of  the 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  coal  yards,  which  last  week 
had  assumed  a  serious  stage,  has  about  petered 
out,  most  of  the  men  returning  to  work. 
Only  a  few  yards  are  now  affected,  and  these 
not  to  the  extent  of  putting  them  to  much 
inconvenience  in  delivering  orders. 

The  Standard  Oil  Company,  No.  26  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  is  considering  bids  for  100,000 
tons  of  bituminous  for  bunkering  its  vessels 
in  New  York  harbor,  55,000  for  bunkering 
vessels  at  Philadelphia,  and  2,000  tons  for 
bunkering  vessels  at  Baltimore.  Many  firms 
have  submitted  bids  for  this  business. 

The  Public  Service  Commission  of  New 
York  on  last  Saturday  adopted  a  final  order 
directing  the  New  Haven  Railroad  to  stop 
the  black  smoke  from  its  engines  standing  in 
or  passing  through  the  Harlem  River  terminal 
yards.  It  also  directed  the  railroad  company 
to  see  that  engines  using  soft  coal  shall  have 
their  fires  fed  with  coke  during  the  time  that 
they  are  in  the  yard. 

The  advance  sale  of  tickets  for  the  smoker 
and  vaudeville  to  be  given  by  the  New  York 
Order  of  Kokoals  at  Reisenweber’s  Restau¬ 
rant,  on  Friday  evening,  June  5,  has  been  very 
large,  and  it  now  looks  as  if  fully  200  or  250 
will  be  present.  Tickets  are  only  $2,  includ¬ 
ing  everything,  and  each  member  can  bring 
as  many  guests  outside  of  the  Order  as  he 
may  choose. 

Last  Saturday  bids  were  opened  for  fur¬ 
nishing  coal  to  the  Immigration  station,  Ellis 
Island,  New  York  harbor.  On  the  soft  coal 
contract,  fof  5,000  tons,  delivered  and  dis¬ 
charged,  bids  were  as  follows:  Elkins  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  $2.98;  G.  D.  Harris  &  Co., 
$3.14;  C.  J.  Wittenberg,  $3.18;  Hite  &  Rafetto, 
$3.05.  No  award  has  yet  been  announced. 
For  furnishing  3,000  tons  of  pea  coal,  Hite  & 
Rafetto  bid  $4.00;  Curtis,  Blaisdell  &  Co., 
$4.29,  and  J.  G.  Case,  $4.35. 

A.  F.  Scott  and  A.  H.  Lambert,  directors 
of  Lambert  Bros.,  Ltd.,  London,  England,  were 
in  New  York  City  this  week,  prior  to  sailing 
for  home  on  the  Lusitania.  Lambert  Bros, 
are  well  known  coal  importers  and  exporters, 
owning  and  operating  collieries  and  coaling 
stations  in  various  ports  of  the  world.  They 
are  foreign  representatives  of  the  Smokeless 
F'uel  Company.  Messrs.  Scott  and  Lambert 
came  over  early  in  March,  and  have  since  that 
time  made  a  complete  tour  of  America,  visit¬ 
ing  nearly  every  city  of  any  importance  on 
both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts.  While  at 
New  Orleans,  they  made  a  trip  down  to  Pan¬ 
ama.  and  while  on  the  slope  they  made  a  trip 
to  Vancouver,  B.  C.  While  the  trip  was  al¬ 
most  solely  for  pleasure,  they  were  neverthe¬ 
less  interested  in  the  coaling  plants  in  the  va¬ 
rious  ports  which  they  visited. 

Dan  McCaffrey,  of  Owen  McCaffrey’s  Sons, 
one  of  the  best  known  young  men  engaged  in 
the  coal  transportation  trade,  died  at  his  New 
Jersey  home  late  last  week.  For  some  months 
he  had  been  in  bad  health,  and  his  death  was 
not  altogether  unexpected.  On  the  advice  of 
his  physicians,  he  had  passed  the  winter 
months  at  Florida  and  Atlantic  coast  resorts, 
but  to  no  avail.  He  was  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  and  leaves  a  young  wire  to  mourn  his 
loss.  The  funeral  services  .were  held  in  Jer¬ 
sey  City  Monday  morning  at  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral,  and  were  attended  by  many  of  the 
coal  and  transportation  trade,  an  escort  made 
up  from  the  trade  accompanying  the  body  to 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  his  former  home,  where 
the  interment  was  made.  Mr.  McCaffrey  was 
a  member  of  the  New  York  Order  of  Kokoals, 
and  the  members  of  this  order  sent  to  the 
funeral  bier  a  handsome  floral  offering  as  their 
last  tribute  of  respect  to  their  former  asso¬ 
ciate  and  comrade. 
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General  Review. 


Delay  in  Making  Summer  Sales  Threatens 
a  Shortage  of  Coal  for  Next 
Winter’s  Use. 


Coal  producers  are  beginning  to  face  con¬ 
ditions  that  are  going  to  exert  an  important 
influence  not  only  throughout  this  summer, 
but  probably  during  the  coal  year.  Purchases 
for  three  months  are  going  to  be  slow.  Noth¬ 
ing  now  indicates  any  radical  reduction  in 
consumption  next  year  from  normal,  hence  the 
fall  and  winter  demand  will  be  big.  With  an 
unusually  small  amount  of  coal  in  storage  and 
with  a  normal  demand  the  great  effort  in  the 
fall  will  be  to  meet  requirements,  hence  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  dullness  in  the  summer  will  give  way, 
in  the  fall,  to  a  period  of  excessive  activity. 

Everything  now  is  lining  up  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  Consumers  of  all  coal,  both  anthracite 
and  bituminous,  declare  that  they  are  so  short 
of  money  that  they  can  not  buy.  Dealers, 
with  limited  storage  capacities,  are  filling  up 
their  yards  and  then  are  compelled  to  stop 
buying  from  the  producers.  The  producers, 
themselves,  have  limited  storage  space  and 
after  they  have  satisfied  the  dealers  and  having 
filled  their  own  storage  capacity  they  will  have 
to  stop  production.  This  point  is  already  being 
reached  by  the  anthracite  producers,  who  are 
figuring  on  curtailing  production  during  June. 
Nothing,  apparently,  can  induce  the  consumers 
to  take  any  more  coal,  hence  the  rest  of  the 
program  is  carried  out  perforce.  This,  for  one 
thing,  is  likely  to  pile  up,  in  the  fall  and  next 
winter,  an  enormous  amount  of  business  which 
should  have  been  done  in  the  summer  months. 

The  lake  trade  has  a  tendency  in  the  same 
direction.  The  movement  of  vessels,  which 
usually  begins  the  first  of  April,  has  not  yet 
started,  and  indications  are  now  that  boats 
will  not  be  running  before  the  1st  of  July. 
Another  meeting  is  scheduled  for  the  first  of 
June,  but  the  information  is  that  action  will  be 
postponed  until  the  15th.  That  being  the  case, 
boats  will  not  start  until  Ihe  1st  of  July  and 
the  coal  shippers  will  have  to  move  in 
five  and  a  half  months  the  coal  that  is 
normally  moved  in  eight  and  a  half  months. 
This  is  going  to  take  a  tremendous  amount  of 
fuel  for  the  lake  trade  and  consequently  all¬ 
rail  demand  could  not  be  satisfied,  even  though 
the  consumers  and  dealers  were  disposed  to 
buy  the  coal.  This  is  going  to  increase  the 
difficulty  confronting  the  dealer  and  the  con¬ 
sumer  next  fall  and  for  the  first  time  in  his¬ 
tory  it  is  going  to  be  a  very  serious  question 
whether  the  dealers,  even  with  restricted 
trade,  are  to  have  equipment  enough  to  deliver 
the  coal  that  will  be  absolutely  required  by  the 
consumers. 

Credits  are  today  scruitinized  with  even  more 
care  than  ever  before.  It  is  now  an  estab¬ 
lished  policy  of  the  trade  that  a  producer 
would  not  let  a  dealer  or  big  consumer  of  coal 
contract  for  more  coal  than  his  resources  will 
warrant.  Moreover,  long  time  accounts  are 
not  permitted,  collections  being  made  rigidly 
on  the  thirty-day  basis.  Few  things  have  done 
more  to  put  a  check  to  the  movement  of  coal 
from  the  mines  to  the  dealers  and  consumers 
than  the  adoption  of  this  policy  and  while  the 
producers  realize  it  is  curtailing  the  trade  they 
are  powerless,  knowing  that  they  have  not  the 
money  to  carry  on  operations  unless  returns 
from  their  sales  are  very  prompt.  This  is  an¬ 
other  influence  that  is  making  for  a  slack 
business  this  summer  and  for  a  congestion  of 
business  next  fall  and  winter.  The  whole  mar¬ 
ket  seems  to  be  drifting  rapidly  into  a  very 
serious  tangle,  but  just  how  it  is  going  to  be 
able  to  extricate  itself  is  not  clear  at  the  min¬ 
ute. 

Coke  is  sold  at  steady  prices,  for,  while  the 
demand  is  increasing,  the  output  is  more  than 
keeping  pace,  and  it  requires  a  rigid  organiza¬ 
tion  to  prevent  a  further  drop  in  values.  Tron 
and  steel  mills  are  somewhat  more  active,  but 
not  enough  so  to  warrant  all  the  increase  in 
coke  output. 


Chicago  Market. 

Conditions  Are  Unsettled,  But  Prices  Are 
Fair — Contracts  Are  Proving 
Backward. 


The  western  coal  market  is  still  in  a  some¬ 
what  unsettled  condition,  with  the  outlook 
more  or  less  uncertain.  For  one  thing  it  is 
impossible  to  tell  the  exact  extent  of  the 
present  buying  demand  because  the  consumers 
have  not  as  yet  used  up  all  of  the  stocks  ac¬ 
cumulated  prior  to  the  mine  suspension,  and 
until  after  they  have  done  so  will  not  be  buy¬ 
ing  really  at  a  normal  pace. 

For  another  thing,  the  Illinois  mines  have 
been  compelled,  practically,  to  supply  the  mar¬ 
ket  normal  to  both  Illinois  and  Indiana,  and, 
of  course,  this  makes  what  appears  to  be  an 
abnormal  demand  for  the  Illinois  product. 
After  the  first  of  next  week  the  Indiana  mines, 
in  all  probability,  will  resume  operations  and, 
of  course,  that  will  make  a  material  difference 
in  the  buying  from  Illinois  operations.  For 
these  two  reasons  the  Chicago  market,  espe¬ 
cially  on  western  coal,  is  uncertain  and  it  will 
probably  be  another  ten  days  or  two  weeks 
before  the  conditions  have  settled  down  suf¬ 
ficiently  that  it  will  be  possible  to  appreciate 
just  what  is  the  normal  demand  at  the  time 
for  the  various  grades. 

Screenings  have  been  unusually  scarce  and 
in  some  instances  lump  coal  has  been  sold  at 
a  sacrifice  in  order  to  get  the  screenings  which 
would  come  with  a  given  percentage  of  lump. 
It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  this  peculiar  stiff¬ 
ness  of  the  screenings  market  unless  it  is  that 
not  very  much  lump  is  produced  and  some  of 
the  consumers  of  screenings  have  not  been 
able  to  catch  up  on  their  supply,  this  having 
been  cut  down  during  the  recent  mine  suspen¬ 
sion.  The  indications  are  that  owing  to  the 
small  production  of  lump  the  screenings  mar¬ 
ket  will  be  strong  all  through  the  summer. 
Whether  it  will  continue  as  strong  as  now 
will  depend  on  whether  some  of  the  con¬ 
sumers  get  caught  up  more  nearly  with  their 
demands  than  they  are  today. 

Contract  buying  in  general  is  being  delayed, 
first,  by  the  unwillingness  of  the  producers  to 
grant  extensive  credits,  and  second,  by  the 
fact  that  the  consumers  have  not  an  unlimited 
amount  of  money  to  tie  up  in  fuel  bills.  Here 
and  there  some  contracts  are  being  closed  and 
these  are  of  large  volume,  but  the  big  con¬ 
tracting  movement  is  not  expected  until  after 
the  1st  of  July. 

The  domestic  contracting  season  is  here  and 
while  reports  vary  a  great  deal  the  general 
average  would  seem  to  be  that  in  smokless 
coal  the  business  is,  with  a  few  isolated  excep¬ 
tions,  below  that  of  last  year.  For  one  thing 
the  yards  can  only  hold  a  certain  amount  of 
coal  and  unless  the  consumers  can  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  take  it  from  the  yards  the  ab¬ 
sorptive  capacity  of  the  dealers  is  limited.  The 
consumers,  on  account  of  the  money  strin¬ 
gency,  are  not  so  much  disposed  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  any  discount  now  as  they  have 
been  in  former  years,  preferring  to  use  the 
ready  money,  while  they  can,  and  pay  the  ad¬ 
vanced  price  on  smokeless,  if  necessary,  a  lit¬ 
tle  later.  Comparatively  little  Hocking,  with 
the  exception  of  the  dealer  trade,  is  sold  on 
contract  and  hence  not  very  much  is  being 
done  in  that  line.  Splint  is  very  quiet  and 
prices  are  far  from  satisfactory.  The  Indiana 
and  Illinois  coals  are  sold  slowly  and  any 
effort  to  speculate  in  them  results  in  ac¬ 
cumulating  demurrage  bills. 

Anthracite  is  moving  in  satisfactory  volume, 
the  supply  being  good,  first,  because  the  lakes 
are  not  absorbing  the  coal,  and  second,  be¬ 
cause  transportation  conditions  are  almost 
ideal. 

The  Western  Coals 

Franklin  county  coal  is  decidedly  soft  in 
everything  but  nut,  which  is  reasonably 
strong.  It  can  not  be  said  that  much  coal  is 
accumulating  on  demurrage.  Prices  hold 


steady  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  steam  lump 
and  $2.35  for  lump,  egg  and  nut. 

Third  Vein  operators  have  so  far  closed  up 
about  ninety  per  cent  of  the  normal  contracts 
at  prices  quoted  below.  Spot  coal  is  moving 
slowly,  probably  influenced  in  part  by  the  fact 
that  consumers  still  have  unusued  coal  in 
storage.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine 
run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15; 
washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  lump  is  a  shade  stronger,  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  product  is  increased  to  get 
the  screenings.  The  following  prices  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  represent  the  market:  Screenings, 
$1.40  to  $1.45;  mine  run  $1.70  to  $1.75;  steam 
lump,  $1.85. 

Springfield  lump  coal  is  off  considerably  this 
week,  being  soft  because  of  overproduction 
that  the  output  of  screenings  might  be  in¬ 
creased.  The  latter  bring  stiff  prices.  The 
following  quotations  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  are  rep¬ 
resentative:  Screenings,  $1.40  to  $1.50;  mine 
run,  $1.70;  steam  lump,  $1.75  to  $1.85. 

Carterville  coal  is  a  little  easier  as  to  tone, 
prices  not  showing  any  material  change.  The 
market  is  quotable  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  as  follows: 
Screenings,  60  cents;  mine  run,  95  cents  to 
$1.05;  lump,  $1.25  to  $1.30. 

Clinton  district  coal  is  weak  in  the  inquiry, 
but,  of  course,  since  the  mines  are  closed  no 
quotations  are  made.  Most  attention  is  paid 
to  quality  and  preparation  in  all  transactions 
for  future  delivery. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  mines  have 
continued  closed  this  week,  but  are  expected 
to  resume  operations  on  Monday  or  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  week  at  the  latest.  Prices  for  de¬ 
livery  when  the  mines  resume  are  protected 
by  the  operators  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  the  mines: 
Lump,  egg  and  nut,  $1.35;  steam  lump,  $1.25. 

An  abundance  of  Brazil  block  coal  is  on 
track  in  Chicago,  some  of  it  up  to  demurrage, 
but  without  breaking  the  prices  which  are 
quoted  at  $2.80  in  open  cars  and  $2.90  in  box 
cars,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  Eastern  Coals 

Shipments  of  Hocking  to  Chicago  are  rea¬ 
sonably  active,  with  a  steady  demand  from 
the  dealers,  but  nothing  extraordinary.  No  coal 
is  up  to  demurrage  and  the  circular  price  of  $3.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  is  maintained.  Jackson  Hill  is 
quoted  at  $4.15  in  open  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago/ 
Pittsburgh  No.  8  24-inch  lump  is  still  firm  at 
$2.65  to  $2.75. 

Kanawha  coal  is  soft.  Most  producers  are  try¬ 
ing  to  get  $3.15  and  a  good  deal  of  coal  is  going 
at  that  price,  while  some  sells  as  high  as  $3.25. 
Nevertheless  a  good  deal  of  coal  is  sold  around 
$3.05  to  $3.10.  The  quality,  today,  about  deter¬ 
mines  the  price. 

Youghiogheny  shipments  are  restricted  to  the 
contract  requirements  and  hence  prices  recently 
quoted  are  unchanged,  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  ^4-inch  steam,  $3.10;  34~'nc h  gas,  $3.20; 
1% -inch  lump,  $3.30. 

Fairmont  coal  is  unchanged  in  price,  shipments 
being  limited  to  contract  needs.  We  quote,  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago :  ^-inch  steam,  $3.10 ;  54-inch  gas, 
$3.20. 

Smokeless  coal  is  stronger  this  week  for  all 
grades.  Thick  vein  standard  Pocahontas  is  sell¬ 
ing  more  nearly  on  circular  price  of  $1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  although  some  sales  are  still  being 
made  as  low  as  $1.15.  High  grade  thin  vein 
coals  are  selling  from  $1.15  down  to  $1.00,  while 
the  lower  grade  coals  are  being  sold  as  low  as 
90  cents.  Nothing  below  the  latter  price  has 
been  quoted  within  the  week  because  all  of  the 
operators  are  adopting  a  new  policy  of  restrict¬ 
ing  shipments  into  this  market  until  the  tone  has 
shown  a  decided  improvement. 

The  Coke  Market. 

The  production  of  coke  has  been  increased  in 
fully  as  large  proportion  as  the  increased  con¬ 
sumption  by  blast  furnaces  and  foundries,  and 
hence  the  prices  have  not  been  affected.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Connellsville,  $4.90;  Wise 
County,  $4.75;  West  Virginia,  $4.65;  48-hour, 
$4.15;  by-product  foundry,  $4.75;  by-product 
domestic,  $4.65,  and  gas-house,  $4.00. 
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THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Shipments  to  the  Lakes  May  be  Delayed 
Because  Railways  Will  Not  Have 
Enough  Cars. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  28,  190S. 

The  week  proved  to  be  the  best  that  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  district  has  had  this  year.  Bituminous  op¬ 
erators  report  that  their  mines  have  been  running 
better,  and  that  they  have  more  business  on  their 
books  than  they  have  had  at  any  other  time  this 
year  with  the  single  exception  of  the  few  weeks 
prior  to  the  mine  suspension. 

Some  good  contracts  for  coal,  for  immediate 
consumption,  are  being  placed,  and  all  are  being 
booked  at  current  prices.  There  is  some  small 
business  that  is  known  to  have  been  taken  at 
slightly  reduced  figures,  but  the  proportion  to  the 
total  amount  is  so  small  as  not  to  be  worthy  of 
consideration.  Throughout  the  spring  the  larger 
operators  have  maintained  their  cpioted  market 
prices,  and  what  little  cutting  has  been  reported 
was  done  by  owners  of  small  mines. 

The  railroad  companies  report  that  they  are  re¬ 
ceiving  much  heavier  orders  for  cars  than  a  few 
short  weeks  ago.  There  are  now  fewer  idle  coal 
and  coke  cars  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  yards 
than  since  last  fall.  A  very  good  idea  of  the  de¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  idle  cars  may  be  obtained 
from  the  statement  of  the  American  Railway  As¬ 
sociation,  which  shows  that  the  idle  cars  increased 
by  37,825  in  the  two  weeks  from  April  15  to  April 
29,  and  that  number  decreased  by  9,071  cars 
in  the  two  weeks  from  April  29  to  May  13. 

Coal  and  coke  shipments  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines  cast  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Erie  increased  considerably  both 
last  week  and  the  week  before.  The  total  ship¬ 
ments  for  the  week  ending  May  16  were  854,113 
tons.  The  shipments  for  the  same  period  last  year 
were  1,165,450  tons.  The  total  shipments  for  the 
year  to  May  16  were  16,644,540  tons,  as  compared 
with  21,682,524  tons  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year. 

River  shipments  have  been  very  heavy,  and 
many  millions  of  bushels  of  coal  were  started 
south.  The  rivers  have  been  at  a  continual  ship¬ 
ping  stage  for  several  weeks,  which  is  very  un¬ 
usual  for  this  time  of  the  year.  It  is  claimed  that 
more  coal  has  been  sent  out  by  river  this  month 
than  ever  before.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  get 
out  all  the  coal  possible  before  the  low  stage  of 
the  rivers  puts  a  stop  to  water  shipment. 

Operators  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  are  now 
beginning  to  ship  coal  to  the  lake  ports  and  this 
business  is  expected  to  show  a  marked  increase 
from  now'  on  until  the  season  has  reached  its 
height.  Very  little  coal  has  been  sent  to  the  lakes 
so  far,  and  now  that  the  season  is  well  advanced, 
and  shipments  starting,  an  immense  amount  will 
have  to  be  delivered  to  the  upper  lake  docks  to 
avoid  a  famine  next  winter. 

Authorities  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  railroads 
will  be  unable  to  deliver  the  amount  of  coal  de¬ 
manded  each  month  to  the  lake  interests,  as  there 
will  not  be  sufficient  motive  power  and  rolling 
stock  to  handle  the  five  millions  or  more  tons  of 
coal  that  will  be  needed  each  month  from  now  on. 
It  certainly  looks,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  as 
though  there  would  be  a  serious  shortage  of  coal 
again  this  fall.  And  this  five  millions  of  tons  of 
coal  per  month  is  less  than  was  averaged  each 
month  during  last  season. 

A  large  number  of  additional  miners  have  been 
ordered  to  work  in  all  parts  of  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  more  will  be  given  employment  the 
coming  week.  Many  mines  are  resuming  along 
the  Monongahela  river,  and  though  few  of  them 
are  being  worked  to  more  than  half  of  their 
capacity,  it'  will  be  but  the  question  of  a  few 
weeks,  or  possibly  a  month,  until  all  hands  are 
at  work. 

Prices  are  still  well  maintained,  and  no 
changes  are  reported.  The  demand  is  not  yet 
equal  to  the  supply,  so  that  there  is  no  prospect 
for  an  advance. 

The  coke  business  showed  additional  improve¬ 
ment  last  week,  and  the  leading  interest  placed 
a  good  percentage  of  additional  ovens  in  blast. 


Little  or  no  change  was  seen  in  the  production 
of  the  independents,  however,  and  what  increase 
in  production  is  reported  was  due  to  the  former 
interests.  Less  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  ovens 
in  Western  Pennsylvania  are  in  blast,  but  the 
increasing  demand  for  pig  iron  is  sure  to  cause 
the  firing  of  many  more  ovens  shortly.  The  sup¬ 
ply  of  both  furnace  and  foundry  coke  has  become 
low,  and  orders  are  now  being  filled  direct  from 
tlie  ovens  rather  than  from  the  small  stocks.  No 
changes  have  been  made  in  prices,  the  Independ¬ 
ent  Coke  Producers’  Association  standing  “pat” 
on  the  price  question.  Reports  of  some  price 
cutting  among  the  non-members  were  current 
last  week,  and  this  resulted  in  a  rebuke  by  the 
entire  association,  a  special  meeting  having  been 
called  at  Uniontown  for  that  purpose. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

President  E.  H.  McCullough,  of  the  West¬ 
moreland  Coal  Company,  accompanied  by  several 
of  the  other  officials  and  directors,  inspected  the 
Yukon  mines  of  the  company  the  early  part  of 
this  week. 

J.  J.  O’Donnell,  one  of  the  best  known  coal 
boat  and  barge  builders  of  the  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict,  died  at  his  home  in  Hazelwood,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  widow 
and  three  children  survive  him. 

F.  M.  Boynton,  Incorporated,  will  retire  from 
the  jobbing  business  about  August  1st,  and  F. 
M.  Boynton,  personally,  '  proposes  to  continue 
in  the  coal  and  coke  business,  but  in  the  operat¬ 
ing  field.  No  definite  announcement  is  ready  at 
this  time. 

The  local  river  shippers  have  issued  orders  to 
rush  all  empty  coal  craft  back  into  the  Pittsburgh 
harbor  and  pools  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  order 
that  the  coal  which  has  been  mined  may  be 
shipped  out  before  the  rivers  fall  below  the 
shipping  stage. 

'I  he  Youghiogheny  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  has  filed  a  petition  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  that  county  asking 
that  the  court'  grant  a  decree  of  dissolution.  The 
court  has  set  June  8  at  10  a.  m.  for  the  hearing 
at  Greensburg,  Pa. 

Orders  were  issued  last  week  by  the  officials  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  to  prepare  three 
of  the  mines,  that  have  been  closed  down,  for 
operation.  These  mines— the  Creedmore  at 
Cecil,  Pa. ;  the  O.  I.  C.  at  Toms  Run  and  the 
Moon  Run  at  Moon  Run,  Pa. — will  employ  1,500 
men. 

The  International  Coal  Mining  Company,  which 
sued  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  for 
$.37,000  damages  for  rebating,  was  awarded  one- 
third  of  this  amount  by  the  jury  after  short  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  evidence.  The  damages  were 
claimed  on  shipments  from  Central  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

A  large  coal  transfer  was  reported  last  week 
in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  the  deeds  transferring 
several  tracts  of  coal  lands  in  West  Bethlehem 
township  from  Josiah  V.  Thompson  to  W.  J. 
Humphries,  of  the  Bessemer  Coke  Company,  of 
Pittsburgh.  The  coal  was  sold  at  $280  per  acre, 
a  total  of  $290,360. 

J.  L.  Wheelwright,  vice-president  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Company,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  number  of  the  other  officials  of 
that  company,  paid  a  special  business  visit  to  the 
holdings  and  workings  of  the  company  in  Som¬ 
erset  county  last  week.  The  entire  day  was 
spent  on  an  inspection  tour.  The  party  left  for 
Baltimore  the  same  night. 

The  Scottdale  Foundry  &  Machine  Company, 
of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  is  perfecting  a  newly  invented 
mine  fan,  the  tests  having  been  held  at  the  com¬ 
pany’s  plant  at  Scottdale  last  week.  While  they 
were  more  than  satisfactory,  a  few  minor  changes 
will  be  made  and  then  the  company  will  place 
the  new  fan  on  the  market.  It  is  claimed  by  au¬ 
thorities  that  the  new  fan  is  strikingly  efficient. 

The  announcement  was  made  last  week  by  the 
officials  of  the  "H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  that 
the  River  mine  at  South  Brownsville,  Pa.,  would 
be  started  up  as  soon  as  it  can  be  put  in  oper¬ 
ating  condition.  The  mine  has  been  closed  down 
for  two  years,  but  will  resume  work  with  about 
700  men  employed.  The  company  proposes  the 
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erection  of  a  large  coking  plant  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  mine. 

In  the  case  against  Benjamin  Vitosky,  in  the 
Washington  bitumious  district,  in  which  he  was 
charged  with  smoking  a  pipe  in  the  mine  against 
the  repeated  instructions  to  the  contrary,  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  fined  $100  and  costs  of  the  prosecu¬ 
tion.  A  large  number  of  violations  of  the  mining 
laws  have  been  reported  in  the  western  part  of 
this  state  recently,  and  the  inspectors  have  de¬ 
cided  to  prosecute  and  ask  for  the  extreme  pen¬ 
ally. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Orient  Coke  Com-' 
pany,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  was  held  at  Orient, 
Fayette  County,  Pa.,  last  week,  and  the  entire 
board  of  directors  was  re-elected.  At  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  board,  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  Julian  Kennedy,  president;  Robert 
Bentley,  vice-president ;  Reid  Kennedy,  secretary 
and  treasurer;  R.  M.  Fry,  assistant  secretary, 
and  O.  W.  Kennedy,  general  manager.  The  plant 
is  located  at  Orient,  Pa. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Ilostettcr-Connells- 
ville  Coal  Company  will  be  held  in  the  Carnegie 
building,"  this  city,  on  July  24.  The  meeting  will 
be  of  great  importance,  as  the  question  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  concern’s  indebtedness  to  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $210,000  will  be  brought  up.  The 

plants  of  the  company  have  had  a  long  and 

steady  run,  and  improvements  are  badly  needed. 
The  company  will  not,  as  has  been  reported, 

build  additional  plants  at  the 'present'  time. 

Under  the  personal  supervision  of  President 
Thomas  Lynch,  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  the  engineers  of  that  concern  have  started 
to  stake  out  the  lines  for  the  proposed  new 

coking  plants  that  are  to  be  built  this  summer 
in  the  Klondyke  coke  region,  Fayette  county,  Pa. 
Three  of  these  plants  will  be  erected  at  an  ex¬ 
penditure  of  approximately  $4,000,000.  All  three 
will  be  located  in  Fayette  county,  the  first  being 
planned  for  New  Salem,  the  second  at  Merritts- 
town  and  the  other  on  Brush  Run  close  to  the 
Monongahela  river.  Actual  work  on  the  first 
of  the  plants  will  be  started  as  soon  as  the  grad¬ 
ing  for  the  railroad  sidings  can  be  completed. 
As  soon  as  the  sidings  are  built,  the  work  of 
grading  for  the  coking  plant  will  be  started,  and 
the  shafts  for  the  new  mines  sunk.  As  soon  as 
the  work  is  under  way  on  the  first  plant,  con¬ 
struction  will  be  started  on  the  second  and  third. 
The  Frick  company  intends  to  have  all  three 
plants  in  operation  by  the  first  of  next  January. 

On  a  recent  trip  through  the  Greensburg  and 
the  Irwin  bituminous  coal  fields,  few  signs  of 
a  dull  market  were  evident.  The  great  majority 
of  the  mines  are  working  on  full  turn  and  the 
men  are  putting  in  six  days  a  week.  The  two 
largest  producers  in  those  fields,  the  Westmore- 
'  1  Coal  Company  and  the  Penn  Gas  Coal 

Company  have  received  a  large  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness  for  eastern  delivery,  and  shipments  will 
have  to  be  made  througnout  the  entire  summer 
in  to  deliver  the  amount  of  coal  contracted 

for.  Prosperity  is  returning  to  the  many  mining 
towns  in  that  vicinity,  and  it  is  generally  thought 
that,  in  a  very  short  time,  conditions  will  again 
be  normally  healthy.  Down  through  the  Con- 
nellsville  and  Klondyke  regions,  the  conditions 
were  not  found  to  be  nearly  so  good.  In  fact, 
only  about  forty-five  per  cent  of  the  coke  ovens 
are’  in  blast,  and  the  great  proportion  of  these, 
of  course,  are  operated  by  the  H.  C.  Frick  Com¬ 
pany.  The  mines  in  these  districts  are  •  slowly 
resuming,  however.  Business  conditions  in  the 
lower  regions  are  in  rather  poor  shape,  though, 
and  merchants  and  manufacturers  in  all  lines 
are  bitterly  complaining  of  the  scarcity  of  work 
and  consequently  money. 


Coke  Producers  Organize. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  28.— A  meeting  of  the 
Independent  Coke  Producers’  Association  was 
held  at  the  First  National  Bank  of  Uniontown 
at  which  the  action  of  certain  coke  operators  in 
reducing  wages  below  the  scale  adopted  by  the 
H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  and  the  independent 
operators’  association  was  denounced  by  resolu¬ 
tions  unanimously  adopted.  It  was  held  that  the 
reduction  was  unnecessary.  Offending  operators 
will  likely  be  expelled  if  the  scale  is  not  re¬ 
stored. 
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Kansas  City  Trade. 

Miners  and  Operators  Reach  an  Agreement 
and  the  Resumption  of  Work  is 
Immediate. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  28. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — In  the  contract  signed  this  week 
between  the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Op¬ 
erators’  Association  and  the  miners,  the  opera¬ 
tors  gained  a  number  of  points  which  will  tend 
to  make  conditions  better  for  them. 

The  terms  of  the  contract,  they  believe,  will 
allow  them  to  keep  the  mines  open,  free  of  bick¬ 
ering  with  the  men  or  the  retaliatory  measures 
that  have  been  adopted  by  the  miners  hereto¬ 
fore  without  leaving  the  operators  any  recourse. 

The  greatest  point  gained  by  the  operators,  ac¬ 
cording  to  officers  of  the  association,  is  in  pro¬ 
viding  a  means  by  which  final  arbitration  is  se¬ 
cured  in  the  event  of  local  or  district  troubles. 
The  final  arbitrators  are  to  be  James  Elliott, 
president  of  the  operators,  and  Thomas  L.  Lewis, 
national  president  of  the  miners.  It  has  been 
the  experience  of  former  years,  in  essaying  ar¬ 
bitration  by  reference  boards  and  other  means 
in  which  the  final  determination  was  made  by 
equal  votes  on  either  side,  that  no  conclusion,  or 
one  devoid  of  satisfactory  result,  was  the  end. 
Last  year  when  adjudication  of  troubles  was  left 
with  the  presidents  of  the  three  district  unions 
and  officers  of  the  association,  not  one  case  was 
settled. 

Both  Mr.  Elliott  and  Mr.  Lewis  are  practical 
miners.  Mr.  Elliott,  before  becoming  an  operator, 
was  a  union  miner  and  enjoys  the  respect  of  the 
union  men.  Both  are  vitally  concerned  in  giving 
quick  and  fair  decisions  on  all  matters,  owing  to 
their  positions  as  the  heads  of  the  two  bodies. 
Their  knowledge  of  mining  will  make  it  impossi¬ 
ble  for  either  not  to  see  at  once  where  the  jus¬ 
tice  in  any  contention  lies.  The  impartiality 
shown  by  Mr.  Lewis  in  the  negotiations  over  the 
contract  convinces  the  operators  that  he  will  not 
hesitate  to  point  out  to  the  miners  instances  in 
which  they  are  wrong.  They  also  believe  that 
with  Mr.  Lewis  as  one  of  the  final  arbitrators, 
fewer  disputes  will  arise. 

The  miners  conceded  the  position  of  the  op¬ 
erators  on  a  clause  relating  to  loading  impuri¬ 
ties.  Last  year,  when  miners  loaded  impurities, 
the  only  recourse  open  to  the  operator  was  in 
either  laying  them  off  or  discharging  them. 
The  new  clause  provides  that  a  fine  of  fifty  cents 
may  be  levied  against  miners  loading  impurities. 
For  the  second  and  subsequent  offenses  of  this 
kind  the  miner  may  be  penalized  $1  each  time. 
After  the  third  offense  the  miner  may  be  dis¬ 
charged. 

Conditions  Improved. 

The  section  which  regulated  the  number  of 
days  which  the  miners  were  allowed  to  lay  .off 
was  made  uniform.  Under  the  new  section,  no 
miner  may  absent  himself  from  work  more  than 
two  consecutive  days.  A  decided  victory  was 
achieved  by  the  operators  in  a  section  which 
makes  the  operator  and  not  the  union  the  pre¬ 
ferred  creditor  when  a  miner  owes  both.  For¬ 
merly,  the  fines,  initiation  fees  and  penalties  im¬ 
posed  by  the  union  on  miners  were  taken  from 
the  first  coal  mined  by  the  miner.  Under  the 
new  arrangement  the  miner  must  repay  the  op¬ 
erator  for  supplies  furnished  from  the  first  coal 
sent  up. 

In  recent  years  the  miners  adopted  a  plan  of 
increasing  the  initiation  fee  so  as  to  render  it 
hard  for  men  to  learn  the  business.  Some  of 
the 'unions  placed  their  irritation  fee  as  high  as 
$50,  thus  making  it  practically  impossible  for 
new  men  to  join  the  organization  and  Compete 
with  them  for  work..  The  miners  have  given  an 
oral  promise  to  make  the  initiation  fee  uniform 
at  $15. 

A  clause  in  the  contract  forbidding  the  use  of 
dynamite  in  shooting  coal,  except  with  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  operator,  will  increase  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  lump  coal  fifteen  per  cent,  the  operators 
believe.  Under  the  new  terms  blasting  powder 
is  to  be  used.  Another  item,  of  saving  to  the 
operators  in  the  use  of  powder  will  be  economy 


in  repairs  to  roofs  and  entries  needed  constantly 
when  dynamite  is  used. 

During  the  car  shortage  of  last  year,  many  of 
the  mines  were  forced  to  suspend  owing  to  union 
rules  that  the  men  would  refuse  to  work  unless 
there  was  a  sufficient  number  of  cars  on  the 
tracks  in  which  to  load  from  four  to  six  hours’ 
work.  The  operators  were  put  to  much  incon¬ 
venience  and  expense  when  unable  to  get  cars, 
though  entirely  free  from  blame  for  the  circum¬ 
stances. 

The  unions  differed  in  their  rules  regarding 
the  care,  too.  Under  the  new  agreement  the  min¬ 
ers  have  agreed  to  begin  work  if  there  are  enough 
empty  cars  on  the  tracks  to  load  the  product  of 
two  hours’  work. 

No  concessions  were  made  to  the  miners.  Few 
were  asked  by  them.  Early  in  the  negotiations 
it  was  implied  that  in  return  for  a  contract  to 
endure  two  years  the  wages  of  last  year  would 
not  be  disturbed.  The  negotiations  were  carried 
on  in  the  most  cheerful  spirit  that  has  marked 
meetings  in  recent  years.  The  operators  cen¬ 
tered  their  efforts  in  showing  the  miners  that 
many  conditions  had  gradually,  crept  into  the 
yearly  contracts  that  imposed  onerous  and  ex¬ 
pensive  burdens  on  the  operators  and  increasing 
the  price  of  coal  to  the  consumer  without  bene¬ 
fiting  either  operators  or  the  miners.  It  was  also 
shown  that  many  of  the  conditions  had  been 
insisted  upon  by  miners  in  former  years  merely 
to  give  added  license  to  the  careless  and  intem¬ 
perate  members  of  the  unions  and  that  the  in¬ 
terests  of  both  sides  could  best  be  conserved  by 
a  frank  discussion  of  the  results  of  the  license 
demanded. 

The  miners  met  the  operators  on  this  ground 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  was  proposed,  with 
the  result  that  little  objection  was  made  to  elim¬ 
inating  certain  of  the  more  objectionable  sec¬ 
tions. 

Every  coal  mine  In  Kansas,  Missouri,  Okla¬ 
homa  and  Arkansas  covered  by  the  agreement, 
was  in  operation  by  Wednesday  morning,  except 
some  of  them  which  needed  cleaning  out,  owing 
to  roofs  falling  in  since  they  were  closed  several 
months  ago.  A  number  of  the  operators  wired 
their  mine  managers  to  open  their  mines  Monday 
morning. 

The  contract  is  for  a  period  of  two  years  at 
the  wages  paid  last  year.  Under  this  contract 
the  miners  averaged  $4.29  each  a  day.  The  total 
daily  payroll  of  the  operators  is  almost  $150,000. 
Since  the  mines  have  been  closed  in  the  four 
states,  local  jobbing  houses  have  felt  the  ill 
effects  in  reduced  orders  from  merchants  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  towns  in  which  almost  the  sole  indus¬ 
try  is  coal  mining.  The  merchants  of  these  towns 
have  experienced  large  direct  losses  through  cur¬ 
tailed  sales.  More  than  35,000  miners  are  to  go 
to  work  under  the  agreement. 

“The  last  clause  which  remained  in  dispute,” 
said  Alexander  Howat,  president  of  the  Kansas 
district,  “was  that  regulating  the  number  of 
pounds  of  powder  to  be  carried  into  the  mine  by 
one  miner.  This  dispute  occurred  in  the  Kansas 
district  and  in  the  end  was  referred  to  Kansas 
operators  and  miners.” 


Washington  Coal  &  Coke. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  28. — The  Washington 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  has  resumed  operations 
at  its  Star  Junction  coke  works  and  in  a  short 
time  will  have  all  of  its  1,000  ovens  there  in  op¬ 
eration.  The  company  has  been  awarded  a  con¬ 
tract  for  150,000  tons  of  coke  by  the  United  Iron 
&  Steel  Company,  of  which  18,000  tons  is  to  be 
delivered  each  month,  and  also  has  taken  100,000 
tons  for  merchant  furnace  interests.  The  United 
Iron  &  Steel  Company  has  blown  in  one  of  its 
stacks  at  Latonia,  Ohio,  and  will  place  its  Cherry 
Valley  furnace  on  in  a  few  days. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

Pennsylvania  railroad  coal  and  coke  shipments 
to  May  16  this  year  have  been  16,644,540  tons, 
against  21,682,524  tons  in  the  same  period  of  . 
1906.  The  decrease  in  coke  shipments  has  been 
2,769,951  tons,  anthracite  coal  57,263  tons,  and 
bituminous  coal  2,210,770  tons,  a  total  of  5,- 
037,984. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Alay  28.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — We  can  see  nothing  ahead  now  but  a 
long,  tough  summer,  with  several  months  of 
coal  selling  below  cost.  The  mines  keep  on 
producing  more  coal  than  is  needed,  though  all 
operators  are  saying  that  they  are  going  to  shut 
down  if  they  cannot  make  some  money.  How¬ 
ever,  the  fact  remains  that  they  keep  on  running 
and  sacraficing  their  coal. 

They  keep  promising  themselves  that  this  is 
the  last  bunch  of  coal  they  are  going  to  give 
away  and  are  always  “going  to  shut  down  to¬ 
morrow.”  Yet  they  always  feel  a  little  hopeful 
tomorrow  morning,  and  decide  to  run,  only  to 
repeat  the  experience  of  the  day  before.  All 
the  coal  that  has  moved  during  the  last  week 
has  sold  below  cost.  Things  are  getting  so  that 
the  buyers  would  feel  that  they  were  getting 
robbed  if  the  operator  did  not  actually  lose 
money  on  the  coal  sold. 

Some  mine-run  (Standard)  is  reported-  to  have 
changed  hands  today  at  62 cents  f.  o.  b.  mines, 
which  makes  the  low  water  mark  for  this  sea¬ 
son.  The  prices  that  are  being  made  for  con¬ 
tract  business  would  indicate  that  the  operators 
are  awfully  “hungry”  for  business.  However, 
practically  no  contracts  are  being  closed  as  most 
buyers  avow  their  intention  of  staying  on  the 
open  market  all  summer,  calmly  telling  the  coal 
man  that  they  can  get  just  as  good,  if  not  bet¬ 
ter,  prices  on  September  1. 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Traffic  bureau’s  reports 
show  that  less  than  one-half  the  usual  amount 
of  coal  is  coming  in  at  present.  The  railroads 
that  really  pay  their  bills  do  not  seem  to  be  buy¬ 
ing  a  thing,  and  the  banks  will  not  accept  the 
paper  or  accounts  of  several  of  the  large  rail¬ 
roads  as  collateral,  which  cuts  off  another  large 
field  for  the  coal  man. 

The  Terminal  Railway  Association  caused 
quite  a  furor  in  the  coal  trade  by  asking  for 
bids  on  100  cars  of  coal. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  lump  and  mine-run 
are  a  drug  on  the  market.  It  is  strange  to  note 
also  that  screenings  are  continually  getting 
weaker. 

Anthracite  coal  is  in  fair  demand,  though 
everybody  seems  to  be  stuck  on  stove  sizes.  The 
Arkansas  operators  signed  their  agreement  last 
wreek  and  they  are  beginning  to  get  started  up. 
Current  prices  are  as  follows  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — 2-inch  lump,  $1.52  ;  2-inch  nut,  $1.37 ; 
nut  and  pea,  $1.27 ;  mine-run,  $1.37 ;  screenings, 
$1.07 ;  pea  and  slack,  92  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — 2-inch  lump,  $1.82; 
mine-run  $1.42;  2-inch  nut,  $1.52. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.02;  3-inch  nut,  $1.82. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  and  egg,  $2.12;  3- 
inch  nut,  $1.82. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  county — Six-inch 
lump  and  egg,  $2.02,  3-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine-run, 
$1.67;  lj4-inch  screenings,  $1.22. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

W.  S.  Haddeway  has  just  returned  from  St. 
Paul.. 

At  a  public  opening  of  bids  this  week  for  a 
contract  to  supply  the  Custom  Llouse,  McCon¬ 
nell  &  Pilcher  w'ere  awarded  the  business  at 
$2.04,  delivered. 

A  big  koruskation  of  the  Kokoals  is  to  be  held 
tomorrow  night  at  the  Masonic  Temple.  Fifty 
members  are  to  be  initiated,  among  whom  are 
some  of  the  most  prominent  coal  men  and  op¬ 
erators  in  this  vicinity. 

The  coal  trade  was  very  much  surprised  to 
learn  of  the  marriage  of  Fred  Klein  of  the  Klein- 
Spcuring  Coal  Company  last  week.  A  reception 
is  to  be  given  him  tomorrow  night  by  his  friends 
at  which  all  of  the  coal  trade  will  give  Fred  the 
glad  hand. 

Another  surprise  of  this  week  was  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  resignation  of  Jack  Barth 
from  the  management  of  the  Barth-Rose  Coal  & 
Coke  Company.  Wm.  Clauss  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas,  Coal,  Coke  &  Mining  Company,  who  is  the 
largest  owner  of  the  Barth-Rose  Company,  has 
been  here  all  week  getting  things  straightened 
out.  He  has  brought  a  new  manager  from  Cin¬ 
cinnati. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 


Boat  Owners  Delay  Opening  of  Season  Be¬ 
cause  Ore  Cargoes  Continue 
Scarce. 


Cleveland,  May  28.—  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Nearly  all  dealers  report  business  better. 
They  say  there  is  a  stronger  tone  and  that  the 
improvement  is  general.  For  the  first  time  since 
November  the  retailer  and  the  wholesaler  are  of 
the  opinion  that  they  have  an  inning  coming  in 
the  near  future. 

No  noticeable  change  has  been  made  in  prices 
here  for  several  weeks  and  the  demand,  on  the 
present  basis,  is  a  little  better.  The  retail  trade 
is  in  line  for  considerable  summer  business  and 
will  profit  a  good  deal  here,  within  the  next  two 
months,  on  orders  at  figures  below  those  of  the 
winter  months. 

Few  contracts  of  size  have  as  yet  been  let.  Big 
consumers  have  been  holding  back  orders  in  the 
hope  that  delay  may  bring  them  better  figures. 
Just  now  attention  is  for  the  most  centered  on 
the  lake  situation. 

Nearly  all  railroads  have  been  hauling  freely 
to  Cleveland  and  other  lake  ports  for  two  weeks, 
but  vessels  are  still  scarce,  small  carriers  being 
unable  to  break  even  by  coming  down  light  for 
coal. 

Local  coal  shippers  who  have  cargoes  are  hav¬ 
ing  no  little  trouble  moving  them  in  and  in  some 
cases  advances  over  regular  carrying  rates  have 
been  made.  Within  the  last  few  days  charters 
have  been  made  for  the  Soo  at  40  cents.  Rates 
to  the  copper  country  docks  range  from  30  to 
50  cents. 

Practically  all  of  the  coal  that  has  been  sent 
to  the  head  of  the  lakes  and  principal  Lake 
Michigan  ports  has  been  taken  by  contract  ves¬ 
sels.  There  is  no  talk  of  any  season  chartering 
in  the  ore  trade  and  the  indications  are  there 
will  be  nothing  in  that  line  for  some  time. 


The  Lake  Situation. 

This  week  coal  cargoes  have  been  offered  pretty 
freely  and  most  of  the  “must”  cargoes  have  been 
taken  care  of.  The  movement  to  Canadian  ports 
is  getting  pretty  heavy.  There  is  considerable 
coal  afloat  as  well  as  on  track  at  this  end  of  the 
route  and  many  of  the  vessels  that  are  holding 
cargoes  will  not  sail  until  next  month. 

The  new  steamer  A.  W.  Thompson  sailed  this 
week  for  Sheboygan  with  coal. 

On  next  Monday  independent  vessel  owners 
will  hold  another  meeting  here.  Chairman  Wilk¬ 
inson  sent  out  notices  yesterday.  There  has  been 
little  change  in  the  general  lake  situation  since 
the  first  meeting.  It  is  believed  that  the  session 
will  be  adjourned  to  June  15,  at  which  time  July 
1  may  be  fixed  as  the  starting  date.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  there  will  be  business  in  sight  by  that  time. 
It  is  not  probable  that  more  of  the  independent 
vessels  will  be  placed  in  commission  before  June 
15  and  the  chances  are  that  some  of  the  boats 
now  running  will  have  to  be  laid  up. 

It  is  estimated  that  ore  shipments  will  show  a 
loss  of  about  6,000,000  tons  by  June  1.  Shipments 
for  May  will  not  exceed  250,000  tons. 


News  in  Brief. 

Elmer  Hough,  manager  of  the  Beach  Creek 
Coal  Company,  Wellsburg,  W.  Va.,  was  a  visitor 
in  the  city  this  week. 

I.  C.  Goff,  president  of  the  Goff-Kirby  Coal 
Company,  is  at  present  looking  over  the  company’s 
mines  about  Annandale,  Pa. 

Among  the  visitors  last  week  was  John  Winder, 
formerly  of  Columbus,  and  well-known  Ohio  op¬ 
erator.  He  now  has  extensive  operations  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  districts. 

Fred  Braggins,  manager  of  sales  for  the  Lorain 
Coal  &  Dock  Company,  made  a  hit  this  week  as 
“Stephen  Decatur”  in  a  play  called  “Dixie,”  given 
by  the  Hermit  Club  here. 

F.  K.  Moore,  president  of  the  Taylor  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  of  this  city ;  S.  A.  Fullet,  its  sec¬ 
retary  ;  B.  F.  Bourne,  president  of  the  Bourne- 


Fuller  Company,  of  this  city ;  IT.  A.  Fuller, 
its  vice-president;  H.  C.  Bourne,  its  treasurer, 
and  L.  H.  Elliott,  secretary,  returned  tonight  from 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  where  they  inspected  the  mining 
property  of  the  Taylor  Company. 

George  A.  Magoon,  vice-president  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh- Westmoreland  Company,  of  Pittsburgh, 
was  in  the  city  yeserday  getting  a  line  on  mat¬ 
ters  connected  with  the  lake  trade. 

F.  M.  Osborne,  president  of  the  Youghioghcny 
&  Ohio  Coal  Company,  and  C.  E.  Maurer,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Glens  Run  Coal  Company,  are  in 
Wheeling  attending  the  meeting  of  No.  8  oper¬ 
ators  and  miners. 

Among  Cleveland  men  who  are  attending  the 
Wholesale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
meeting  at  Columbus  this  week  are  C.  L.  Ayers, 
of  the  C.  L.  Ayers  Coal  Company ;  G.  E.  Hutchi¬ 
son,  of  the  Pittsburgh-Belmont  Company,  and  J. 
S.  Van  Epps,  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  Pittsburgh-Westmoreland  Coal  Company, 
of  Pittsburgh,  has  opened  a  branch  office  here. 
B.  F.  Mills,  formerly  with  the  Pittsburgh  &  Ohio 
Mining  Company,  is  in  charge,  assisted  by  H.  S. 
Brady.  This  company  is  going  after  the  lake 
trade  direct  instead  of  through  jobbers  as  it  has 
done  heretofore.  Its  pffices  are  in  the  Rockefeller 
building. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  May  28. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Colorado’s  shipments  of  commercial  coal 
for  the  week  has  been  confined  to  local  territory. 
The  Colorado  &  Southern  and  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroads  have  announced  that  on  June 
1st  they  will,  in  connection  with  the  Burlington, 
put  in  a  rate  from  the  Walsenburg  district  to 
Kearney  and  Grand  Island  and  intermediate 
points  of  $3.50.  This  is  a  reduction  of  25  cents 
from  the  old  rate,  consequently  not  any  domestic 
commercial  coal  will  move  until  these  rates 
are  in  effect. 

After  a  week’s  adjournment  the  conference  of 
operators  and  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  reconvened 
last  Thursday.  The  participants  were  unable  to 
agree  and  adjourned  to  Friday.  At  that  time 
they  met  again  without  doing  anything  but  dis¬ 
play  a  lot  of  hard  feeling  and  adjourned  till 
Saturday,  at  which  time  nothing  was  accom¬ 
plished,  and  they  adjourned  again  to  meet  Mon¬ 
day.  This  week  should  decide  the  matter. 


News  in  Brief. 

H.  J.  Gehem,  manager  of  the  Colorado  Trad¬ 
ing  &  Transfer  Company,  was  a  Denver  visitor 
last  week. 

Ed  McGowan,  general  manager  of  the  Cedar 
Hill  Coal  Company,  has  been  inspecting  the  com¬ 
pany’s  mines  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 

F.  F.  Struby,  president  of  the  Northern  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  has  returned  to  Denver  after 
a  three  weeks’  trip. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
moved  its  offices  from  the  Iron  building  to  the 
Boston  block  and  is  much  more  conveniently 
situated. 

H.  Van  Meter,  president  of  the  Green  Canon 
Coal  Company,  the  National  Fuel  Company,  the 
Parkdale  Fuel  Company,  has  returned  from  a 
two  months’  trip  to  Europe. 

A  tract  of  between  500  and  600  acres  of  coal 
and  ranch  land  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Las 
Animas  county  was  recently  purchased  by  Gus 
and  Eugene  Martinez  from  Isaac  Amador  for 
$10,000,  exclusive  of  the  timber  rights.  It  is 
said  the  value  of  the  timber  on  the  land  is 
$30,000. 

The  Lucas  mine,  located  near  Louisville  Junc¬ 
tion,  is  now  connected  up  with  the  Colorado  & 
Southern  tracks.  Extensive  development  work 
has  been  going  on  and,  as  the  property  is  well 
equipped  and  has  a  good  grade  of  lignite  coal, 
it  is  fair  to  assume  that  they  will  do  well  when 
once  business  has  revived. 

Last  week  a  freak  tornado  of  local  character 
visited  the  mining  camp  of  Cokedale,  doing  con¬ 


siderable  damage.  The  force  of  the  storm  was 
directe'd  upon  the  property  of  the  American 
Smelting  &  Refining  Company.  A  part  of  the 
roof  of  the  company  store  was  blown  off  and  one 
end  wrecked.  Two  residences  near  the  store  were 
moved  from  their  foundations. 

The  Canon  City  Fuel  Company,  operating  a 
property  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Rockvale, 
has  struck  a  large  flow  of  soft  water  after  sink¬ 
ing  to  a  depth  of  130  ft.  This  water  was  en¬ 
countered  in  a  prospect  hole  that  was  being  sunk. 
The  flow  is  said  to  be  sufficient  to  irrigate  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  acres  of  land.  A  three  foot  vein 
of  coal  has  already  been  encountered  in  virgin 
territory  and  several  fair  veins  are  expected  to 
be  opened  up. 

On  Monday  of  last  week  the  Standard  mine  at 
Lafayette  was  destroyed  by  fire.  It  is  thought 
•the  tipple  caught  fire  from  the  dump,  which  has 
been  smoldering  for  some  time.  As  a  high  wind 
was  blowing,  it  soon  started  a  blaze  at  the  tipple, 
which  spread  to  the  shaft,  boiler  house.  A  large 
amount  of  dynamite  was  stored  in  the  powder 
house,  but  was  moved  to  safety  before  the  fire 
reached  that  point.  The  mine  mules  were  safely 
hoisted  before  the  flames  reached  the  shaft,  which 
was  burned  part  way.  A  lot  of  loose  timbers 
were  lying  around  the  property  which  provided 
food  for  the  flames.  Assistance  from  Lafayette 
was  summoned,  and  soon  a  Burlington  freight 
train  loaded  with  a  fire  engine  and  men  arrived. 
Mr.  Babcock,  the  general  manager,  says  they  will 
start  rebuilding  at  once  and  in  sixty  days  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  able  to  resume  shipping  coal.  The 
loss  is  fully  covered  by  insurance. 


Bluefield  News  Notes. 


Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  May  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)—  Conditions  do  not  appear  to  be  any 
more  encouraging  so  far  as  immediate  shipments 
of  coal  are  concerned  from  this  field.  The  fact 
that  fully  60  per  cent  of  the  cotton  mills  of  the 
south  will  shut  down  the  first  of  June  until  the 
first  of  August,  and  the  balance  probably  only 
running  about  one-quarter  time,  does  not  augur 
well  for  business  for  the  next  two  months.  One 
redeeming  feature  is  that  very  few  have  con¬ 
tracted  for  their  requirements  for  the  year  owing 
to  the  surplus  of  last  season’s  contracts  being 
enough  to  carry  them  through  until  they  start 
up  again.  So  the  field  is  still  open  and  in  the 
next  two  months  there  probably  will  be  some 
very  nice  contracts  closed. 

Prices  are  rather  firm,  With  the  larger  com¬ 
panies  holding  close  to  the  circular  on  spot  ship¬ 
ments,  although  there  are  rumors  that  induce¬ 
ments  have  been  made  to  get  contracts  signed 
up.  What  the  inducement  is  no  one  knows,  but 
many  have  their  own  ideas  in  the  matter.  Most 
of  the  independent  operations  are  working  about 
two  days  a  week,  simply  meeting  expenses. 

The  fact  of  a  rumor  that  the  Southern  Rail¬ 
road  Company  on  its  new  fuel  contracts  has 
closed  with  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  people,  and 
will  also  take  coal  from  their  Tennessee  opera¬ 
tions  and  leave  this  field  out  entirely,  is  not  add¬ 
ing  any  comfort  to  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  this  section. 

Nut  and  slack  for' western  shipment  seem  to 
be  about  the  only  active  coals  and  the  demand  is 
greater  than  the  supply  on  account  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  not  being  able  to  market  their  other  sizes 
of  coal.  Pocahontas  coal  from  independent  op¬ 
erations  has  been  quoted  in  instances  as  low  as 
ninety  cents. 


Personals. 

The  Norfolk  Western  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  granted  a  charter  to  do  business 
md  offices  will  be  opened  in-  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

M.  H.  McCorkle  of  the  Raven  Red  Ash  Coal 
Company  and  Mr.  Moore  of  the  Roven  Collieries 
Company,  now  the  Dixie  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
were  in  town  last  week. 

Win.  T.  Alsover,  vice  president  of  the  South 
&  West  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  Big  Stone  Gap, 
was  in  the  city  last  week  looking  after  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  company,  and  says  that  things  are 
brightening  up  considerably  in  his  line. 


No.  22] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


25 


Louisville  Market. 


Mine  Output  Is  Restricted  and  Even  Then 
Disposing  of  the  Product  Is 
Difficult. 


Louisville,  Ky,  May  28. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  coal  market  affecting  the  Kentucky- 
Tennessee  field  continues  to  move  along  slug¬ 
gishly,  the  strikes  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  affect¬ 
ing  it  only  in  comparatively  slight  degree,  and 
little  of  interest  developing  in  the  territory  or¬ 
dinarily  supplied  by  its  mines.  Orders  for  July 
and  August  delivery  of  domestic  coal  are  quite 
plentiful  and  there  are  even  prospects  that  June 
business  will  show  an  improvement,  but  the 
steam  trade  can  hardly  be  said  to  show  any  bet¬ 
terment  whatsoever. 

Every  traveling  salesman  and  representative 
of  a  first-class  mine  may  be  heard  a  dozen  times 
in  a  day,  and  every  day  in  the  week,  declaring 
that  his  mine  is  completely  sold  up  on  block 
coal  for  the  entire  summer  and  early  fall,  but 
admitting  that  orders  for  the  steam  sizes  are  not 
very  plentiful.  About  the  full  extent  of  the 
truth  contained  in  these  everyday  statements  is 
the  fact  that  most  mines,  which  produce  a  first- 
class  domestic  coal,  have  as  many  orders  for 
block  as  they  can  fill  throughout  the  summer, 
in  view  of  their  limited  ability  to  market  re¬ 
sulting  coal.  Three  days  continues  to  be  the 
average  run  per  week. 

The  continued  scarcity  of  screenings  from  the 
western  Kentucky  field,  added  to  the  temporary 
shut  down  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  has  made  it 
possible  to  market  the  lower  grade  Kentucky- 
Tennessee  screenings,  -but  high-grade  nut  and 
slack  has  been  on  demurrage  for  the  last  six 
weeks.  Illinois  Central  operators  are  still  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  attitude  of  the  railroad  in  de¬ 
clining  to  take  sufficient  mixed  coal  to  enable 
them  to  fill  their  contracts  for  pea  and  slack. 
They  contend  that  the  railroad  is  not  only  al¬ 
lowing  their  engine  equipment  to  run  down  by 
using  unscreened  coal,  but  that  they  are  letting 
go  their  grip  on  a  large  revenue-producing  busi¬ 
ness  in  screenings,  which  will  be  regained  by  the 
Illinois  Central  with  difficulty. 

It  is  reported  today  that  one  of  the  largest  of 
the  Wise  county,  Virginia,  mines  which  has 
been  making  heavy  shipments  of  coal  into  the 
south  and  crowding  Southern  Railway  and 
Louisville  &  Nashville  operators,  because  of  its 
lower  cost  of  production,  has  just  closed  a  con¬ 
tract  for  coal  to  go  by  tidewater  to  Panama. 
The  quantity  mentioned  as  involved  in  this  con¬ 
tract  is  sixty  cars  per  day,  and  operators  in  the 
Kentucky-Tennessee  field  are  hoping  that  the 
report  is  correct  and  that  this  coal  will  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  competition  in  their  Southern  mar¬ 
kets. 


Personal  Mention. 

F.  F.  Snead,  of  the  Snead  &  Meguire  Com¬ 
pany,  was  in  Cincinnati  for  a  day  this  week. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  Cincinnati,  was  in  the  city  this  week. 

A.  C.  Blowers,  president  of  the  Coalport  Coal 
Company,  has  been  in  Ohio  in  the  interest  of  his 
mines. 

D.  C.  Campbell,  of  the  Piedmont  Coal  Mining 
Company,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  was  a  visitor  to 
Louisville  this  week. 

F.  D.  Wood,  who  recently  disposed  of  his  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Trosper  Coal  Company,  of  which 
he  was  president,  has  removed  from  Barbour- 
ville  and  is  now  making  his  home  at  Pineville. 

T.  W.  Barker,  of  the  Southern  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  Lexington,  was 
in  Louisville  during  the  week.  He  reports  good 
progress  in  the  development  of  his  company’s 
new  mines  near  Williamsburg  on  the  Pineville- 
Williamsburg  cut-off. 

The  Columbia  Paper  Company,  Bristol,  Va., 
has  closed  its  fuel  contract  for  approximately 
three  cars  per  day  of  Stonega  run-of-mine  coal. 

The  Cumberland  Railroad,  which  is  construct¬ 
ing  a  line  from  Artemus,  Ky.,  to  Jellico,  Tenn., 
has  resumed  construction  work  on  the  Tye  Fork 


extension.  The  Tye  Fork  branch  opens  up  a 
large  territory  in  the  Brush  Creek  field. 

C.  D.  Caldwell,  president  of  the  Monarch  Coal 
Mining  Company,  Pennington  Gap,  Va.,  was  a 
visitor  to  Louisville  during  the  week.  Mr.  Cald¬ 
well  is  president  of  the  association  of  operators 
in  the  Black  Mountain  field,  and  has  been  en¬ 
deavoring  to  get  a  reduction  of  ten  cents  in  the 
rate,  which  these  mines  have  to  pay  for  South¬ 
ern  shipment,  thus  putting  them  on  the  same 
basis  with  the  Wise  county,  Virginia,  mines. 

It  is  reported  that  negotiations  for  the  sale  of 
the  property  of  the  Bell-Jellico  Coal  Company 
on  the  Pine  Mountain  Railroad,  near  Four  Mile, 
have  been  concluded,  and  that  the  purchasers, 
who  are  Indianapolis  parties,  will  take  posses¬ 
sion  the  first  of  next  month.  The  price  at  which 
the  property  is  sold  is  said  to  be  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  $160,000,  which  represents  a  valua¬ 
tion  of  about  $300  for  the  shares  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  Of  the  authorized  capital  stock,  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  $80,000,  about  $50,000  is  outstand¬ 
ing.  During  the  four  years  it  has  been  operated, 
the  company  has  paid  about  200  per  cent  in 
dividends,  so  that  stockholders  will  receive  ap¬ 
proximately  five  times  their  initial  investment. 
A  mining  machine  plant  has  been  purchased  and 
will  be  installed  during  the  summer,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  in  position  to  load  from  700-800 
tons  per  day. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  May  28. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — About  all  the  consolation  coal  dealers 
here  have  been  able  to  get  out  of  the  last  week 
is  the  fact  that  it'  has  brought  them  one  week 
nearer  to  the  time  vjien  they  can  do  something. 
So  far  as  present  business  is  concerned  things 
are  about  as  near  at  a  standstill  as  it  is  possible 
for  them  to  be  and  still  move  at  all.  About  all 
the  business  there  is  in  sight  is  for  future  de¬ 
livery  and  even  this  class  of  business  is  'not  as 
plentiful  as  it  was  a  short  time  ago.  There  seems 
to  be  little  if  any  increase  in  consumption  of 
steam  coal  and  prices  are  about  as  low  as  they 
can  well  go.  Retail  trade  in  bituminous  has  been 
stopped  entirely  by  the  hot  weather.  Some  an¬ 
thracite  is  being  sold  in  small  lots  for  next 
winter’s  use. 

Lake  business  has  not  yet  opened  up,  although 
a  number  of  large  boats  are  in  the  harbor, 
some  loaded  and  waiting  for  instructions  to  start, 
and  others  not  yet  loaded.  Water  shipments  are 
expected  to  begin  in  the  very  near  future  and 
it  is  believed  that  this  will  give  some  impetus 
to  trade.  Some  of  the  mines  are  still  putting 
out  limited  supplies  of  coal,  but  very  few,  if  any, 
are  running  at  capacity.  That  the  operators  are 
finding  difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  present 
output  is  evidenced  by  the  numerous  price  lists 
sent  out,  each  showing  cuts  on  the  prices  sub¬ 
mitted  by  its  predecessor.  Reports  are  that 
Hocking  mine-run  has  been  offered  by  the  op¬ 
erators  at  as  low  as  85  cents  within  the  week,  and 
there  was  no  snapping  at  the  bait  even  at  such 
sacrifice.  Local  people  look  for  some  improve¬ 
ment  after  next  month.  They  are  not  even  hop¬ 
ing  for  big  things  even  then,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  are  devoting  considerable  attention  to  the 
question  of  keeping  expenses  at  a  minimum. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Joseph  Mitchcltree  is  in  Columbus  this  week, 
where  he  attended  the  big  coal  convention. 

C.  B.  Grandy  is  one  Toledo  coal  man  who 
expects  to  attend  the  Detroit  coal  men's  con¬ 
vention  next  week. 

Elmer  Miller,  head  of  the  Elmer  Miller  Coal 
Company,  found  time  this  week  to  take  in 
the  Columbus  convention. 

I.  W.  Copelin  left  last  Sunday  for  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  where  he  will  remain  for  about  two 
weeks,  combining  business  with  pleasure. 

T.  Boone  Browne  returned  home  yesterday 
from  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  where  be  spent  sev 
eral  days  at  the  old  home.  He  reports  coal 
business  extremely  quiet  in  that  section. 

C.  P.  Lamprey,  of  Toledo,  who  has  been 
identified  with  extensive  coal  interests  in 
Kentucky,  was  last  week  selected  by  the  To¬ 


ledo  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  commissioner 
of  transportation.  The  Middle  Creek  Coal 
Company,  with  which  he  is  connected,  has 
offices  in  the  Spitzer  building. 

Bids  were  received  this  week  for  supplying  the 
coal  to  the  federal  building.  While  the  amount 
required  is  not  large-only  about  500  tons — it 
was  sufficiently  attractive  to  call  out  several  com¬ 
petitive  bids.  Of  the  four  bids  received  it  is  said 
that  of  the  West  Fuel  Company,  of  Toledo, 
was  the  lowest.  General  W.  V.  McMaken, 
custodian  of  the  building,  to  abolish  smoke, 
made  a  request  on  Washington  for  Pocahon¬ 
tas  coal.  What  the  government  will  do  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen. 


Death  of  William  Ewart. 

The  death  at  Rome,  Italy,  on  May  3,  of 
William  Dana  Ewart  will  be  noted  with  more 
than  ordinary  regret  by  those  whom  his  genial 
disposition  had  made  his  friends  and  by  the 
many  others  to  whom  his  most  prominent  in¬ 
vention  has  made  his  name  familiar. 

Mr.  Ewart  was  born  in  Ohio  about  fifty-six 
years  ago  and  at  a  comparatively  early  age  gave 
evidence  of  an  inventive  mind  and  rare  mechan¬ 
ical  ability.  He  was  the  inventor  of  the  mal¬ 
leable-iron  detachable  drive  chain,  first  known 
fmder  his  name  and  in  later  years  as  link-belt, 
which  has  formed  an  important  part  of  agri¬ 
cultural  and  other  duplicate  machinery,  and  has, 
to  possibly  a  greater  extent  than  any  other 
single  invention,  helped  the  wonderful  progress 


William  Ewart. 


in  the  development  of  elevating  and  coveying 
machinery  during  the  last  thirty  years.  This 
drive  chain  has  been  continuously  manufactured 
by  the  Ewart  Manufacturing  Company  and  ex¬ 
ploited  by  the  Link-Belt  Machinery  and  Link- 
Belt  Engineering  companies  till  in  1906  all  three 
companies  were  consolidated  into  the  Link-Belt 
company,  a  corporation  in  which  he  was  largely 
interested  and  whose  fortunes  are  still  largely 
directed  by  his  former  associates. 

Mr.  Ewart,  whose  abilities  brought  their  proper 
reward,  was  not  only  an  inventor,  but  a  man  of 
executive  capacity,  possessing  a  rare  gift  for 
harmonizing  differences  and  securing  cooperation. 
His  health  becoming  impaired,  he  retired  in  his 
early  prime  from  the  activities  of  business  and 
sought  renewal  of  physical  strength  under  more 
favorable  climatic  conditions  abroad. 


Victor  Fuel  Earnings. 

The  Victor  Fuel  Company  reports  gross 
earnings  for  April  of  $192,893,  a  decrease  of 
$43,009.  For  the  ten  months  ended  April  30 
the  company  reports  gross  earnings  of  $2,188,- 
030,  an  increase  of  $44,417,  and  net  earnings  of 
$490,129,  an  increase  of  $792.  Tn  the  ten 
months  the  Victor  Fuel  Company  produced 
1,408,002  tons  of  coal  and  60,025  tons  of  coke. 
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Indianapolis  Trade. 

President  Lewis  Endeavors  to  Terminate 
the  Strike  of  Miners  a  New  Con¬ 
ference  Being  Called. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  28. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)—  President  Tom  L.  Lewis  is  trying 
to  bring  about  peace  between  the  Indiana  bi¬ 
tuminous  miners  and  operators.  The  outlook 
is.  brighter  than  it  was  a  week  ago  and  it  will 
be  surprising  if  the  strike  is  not  settled  within 
a  short  time.  It  is  said  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
miners  feel  that  a  mistake  was  made  in  strik¬ 
ing  under  the  circumstances  and  that  they  are 
now  anxious  to  ratify  the  old  agreement  and 
to  go  to  work  under  it. 

The  same  delegates  who  refused  to  accept  the 
old  agreement  have  been  called  together  at  Terre 
Haute.  The  vote  by  which  the  agreement  was 
rejected  two  weeks  ago  was  very  close.  If  a 
few  of  the  delegates  change,  the  matter  will  be 
reconsidered  and  the  strike  ended,  as  the  men 
will  return  to  work  while  the  operators  and  min¬ 
ers  make  another  effort  to  reach  a  settlement. 

It  is  said  now  that  a  majority  of  the  miners 
were  surprised  when  they  were  ordered  to  strike. 
President  Lewis  has  gone  ahead  with  his  plans 
in  a  very  aggressive  manner  and  some  of  the  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Indiana  organization  will  have  to 
back  down  if  he  succeeds  in  bringing  about  an 
immediate  settlement.  President  Lewis  has  been 
dodging  back  and  forth  between  Indiana  and  the 
southwestern  field.  He  has  brought  about  a  set¬ 
tlement  in  the  latter  and  is  now  very  hopeful  of 
effecting  a  settlement  here. 


The  Market  Is  Quiet. 

The  coal  trade  has  been  practically  at  a  stand 
still  among  the  Indiana  operators  for  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks.  Very  few  of  them  have  had 
any  coal  for  sale,  as  there  was  comparatively 
little  surplus  when  the  men  quit  work.  The  strike 
came  at  a  time  when  the  demand  for  steam  coal 
was  getting  better,  as  many  factories  are  resum¬ 
ing.  It  is  understood  that  many  companies  are 
buying  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  eastern  coal  to  fill 
their  contracts. 

The  Brazil  block  field  has  been  reaping  a  har¬ 
vest  during  the  strike,  as  many  consumers  of 
bituminous  have  bought  block,  being  compelled 
to  do  so,  fearing  a  long  strike  would  firing 
about  a  fuel  famine.  Most  of  the  block  mines 
are  being  operated  at  capacity.  There  has  been 
no  shifting  of  prices  and  very  little  demand  for 
anything  but  steam  grades. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  May  27. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  meeting  of  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Southern  Coal  Operators’  Association 
was  held  here  on  Monday,  at  which  the 
rate  question  was  uppermost.  The  question  at 
issue  was  the  differential  between  the  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  mines  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
mines  of  southwestern  Virginia  on  the  other, 
the  Southern  Railway  being  the  only  road  in¬ 
volved. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  a  few  weeks  ago  the 
Black  Mountain  Coal  Company  of  southwestern 
Virginia  filed  a  petition  with  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  asking  for  a  readjustment 
of  the  differential  as  between  those  mines  and 
the  Middlesboro,  Jellico  and  Coal  Creek  mines. 
The  comparisons  of  rates  have  been  under  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  commission.  Coal  operators  in 
the  Kentucky-Tennessee  asked  permission  to  file 
a  brief  in  the  case,  which  has  been  granted. 

It  is  now  claimed  by  operators  in  the  Coal 
Creek  district  that  instead  of  the  differential 
being  against  the  Black  Mountain  field  it  is  in 
its  favor  and  against  .the  Coal  Creek  field.  From 
present  indications  there  is  to  be  a  movement 
made  to  get  a  readjustment  of  the  differential, 
but  to  make  it  more  in  favor  of  the  Tennessee- 
Kentucky  mines.  The  railroad  will,  of  course, 
be  asked  first  to  readjust  the  differential  by 
advancing  the  Virginia  rate.  If  a  readjustment 
is  not  affected  that  is  satisfactory  to  the  coal 
operators  of  the  Tennessee-Kentucky  field,  then 


an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission,  in  which  case  it  would  be 
reckoned  that  there  would  not  be  an  effort  made 
to  get  the  railroad  to  advance  its  rates  to  the 
Virginia  field,  but  to  lower  the  rates  to  the  com¬ 
peting  field  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

Thus  the  railroad  rate  question  between  two 
important  sections  of  the  coal  mining  territory  is 
coming  to  be  a  sharp  one  and  will  probably 
involve  many  controversies  in  the  future  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  the  new  lines  of  road  being  built 
into  the  Virginia  fields  and  which  will  furnish  a 
more  direct  outlet  to  the  Carolinas  than  is 
afforded  by  connections  from  the  Kentucky-Ten¬ 
nessee  fields. 

The  Southern  Coal  Operators’  Association 
now  numbers  a  membership  of  150,  representing 
about  $15,000,000  of  invested  capital.  The  cam¬ 
paign  will  be  wages  for  members  until  every 
coal  operator  in  the  south  is  secured  if  possible. 

This  organization  has  indorsed  the  movement 
in  congress  for  the  establishment  of  a  bureau  of 
mines  in  connection  with  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment. 


Railroads  Help  the  State. 


While  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States  is  now  preparing  a  suit  against  the  rail¬ 
roads  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  com¬ 
modity  clause  of  the  Hepburn  amendment  to 
the  Interstate  Commerce  act,  and  although 
this  suit  is  going  to  be  contested  vigorously  by 
the  railroad  companies,  the  latter  are  aiding 
the  department  of  justice  in  collecting  the  in¬ 
formation  desired. 

It  is  realized,  of  course,  that  all  of  the  de¬ 
sired  information  has  had  to  do  with  relations 
between  coal  roads  and  the  coal  lands  and  is 
a  matter  of  public  record.  The  information  is 
so  voluminous  that  without  the  co-operation 
of  the*  railroads  it  would  take  the  government 
an  indeterminate  time  to  prepare  its  case. 
Even  with  the  co-operation  of  the  general  at¬ 
torneys  of  the  various  lines  the  Government 
has  now  consumed  several  months  in  getting 
the  desired  data  and  may  have  to  spend  sev¬ 
eral  more  weeks  before  its  case  is  reasonably 
complete.  •  The  information  now  being  sup¬ 
plied  the  attorney  general  by  the  general  coun¬ 
sel  of  the  railroads  has  to  do  with  the  charter 
privileges  of  the  various  lines  and  the  details 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  coal  lands  are 
held  with  particular  reference  to  the  liens  to 
which  coal  lands  have  been  subjected  through 
the  issuance  of  bonds  of  coal  roads.  This  lat¬ 
ter  point  is  of  unusual  importance  because  the 
coal  land  and  the  railroad  property  is  jointly 
held  as  security  for  certain  bond  issues  which 
have  been  scattered  all  over  the  world,  the 
owners  of  which  are  not  known  and  could  not 
probably  be  persuaded  to  release  their  hold¬ 
ings  even  were  the  railroads  able  to  make  ad¬ 
vantageous  overtures— which  they  are  not. 

However,  the  railroads  are  relying  largely 
upon  the  special  charter  privileges  to  support 
their  claim  that  the  commodity  clause  is  un¬ 
constitutional  and  confiscatory.  It  is  also  de¬ 
clared  that  where  a  state  has  given  a  specific 
charter  to  a  railroad  the  government  can  not 
revoke  it,  since  the  state  is  supreme  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  that  character.  In  some  cases  these 
early  grants  go  back  as  far  as  1810  in  New 
York  and  to  1823  in  Pennsylvania.  Flow  com¬ 
plex  is  the  question  of  determining  definitely 
what  are  the  privileges  of  each  road  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  Lehigh  Valley 
railway  traces  its  corporate  privileges  to  no 
less  than  three  hundred  separate  legislative 
enactments  which  affect  all  or  parts  of  its 
system.  All  these  must  be  considered  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the'  suit  to  settle  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  clause  of  the  Hepburn  bill.  To 
arrive  at  an  exact  understanding  of  this  com¬ 
plex  relation  would,  of  course,  demand  more 
time  than  the  attorney  general  has  at  his  dis¬ 
posal,  if  action  against  the  railroad  is  to  be 
reasonably  prompt. 

The  conferences  between  the  railroads  and 
the  office  of  the  attorney  general  have  been 
conducted  through  Robert  De  Forest,  general 
counsel  for  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey  and  Attorney  General  Bonaparte. 


Cincinnati  Trade. 


What  Change  The  Market  Shows  is  for 
the  Worse  — Smokeless  Lump 
Sold  Up. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  May  28. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  this  market.  If 
there  is  any  change  since  last  week,  it  is  for  the 
worse  and  not  for  the  better.  There  is  prac¬ 
tically  no  demand  for  coal.  Coal  is  being  offered 
everywhere  at  all  kinds  of  prices.  Conditions 
could  scarcely  be  worse.  The  one  straw  that 
indicates  the  way  the  wind  is  blowing,  and  which 
may  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  the  worst  is 
over,  and  that  better  conditions  will  prevail 
from  this  time  on,  is  an  official  circular  issued 
today  from  the  office  of  Castner,  Curran  & 
Bullitt,  the  largest  handlers  of  Pocahontas  coal 
in  this  district.  This  letter  to  that  concern’s 
customers  is  as  follows : 

“As  predicted  by  us  in  our  earlier  communi¬ 
cations,  the  demand  for  our  C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas 
smokeless  lump  and  egg  coal  has  been  heavy 
and  the  output  light;  hence  we  are  sold  up  on 
these  grades  for  June,  July  and  August,  and  can 
accept  no  further  orders  for  these  months.  _ 

“All  orders  we  have  for  you  for  June,^July 
and  August  shipment  will  be  filled  at  the  price, 
and  as  near  as  possible  the  date,  stipulated  in  our 
acceptance  of  same,  just  as  we  have  always 
fulfilled  our  obligations.  We  can,  however,  ac¬ 
cept  orders  for  our  lump  and  egg  grades  for 
September  shipment  at  $2.00  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
cars  at  mines. 

“We  are  also  accepting  orders  for  our  run-of- 
mine  grade  for  shipment  when  desired  prior  to 
August  31,  1908,  at  $1.25  per  net  ton  f.  o.  b.  cars 
at  mines.” 

The  wisdom  of  this  circular  cannot  be  denied. 
The  demand  for  coke  has  been  next  to  nothing 
for  several  months  on  account  of  the  extreme 
dullness  of  the  steel  business  of  the  country.  As 
a  consequence  the  production  of  Pocahontas  lump 
and  eng  coal  has  been  greatly  cut  down  The 
demand  for  coke  is  still  rather  meager,  and  with 
the  curtailed  production  -of  lnmn  coal,  it  has 
been  an  easy  matter  to  <;el1  all  the  lump  made 
not  only  for  the  spring  hut  pfin  the  summer 
months,  and  there  is  no  bluff  in  the  statement 
that  the  product  of  thp  mine'.  Sn  far  as  lump 
coal  is  concerned,  is  all  sold  for  the  next  two 
or  three  months.  Tt  must  he  admitted,  however, 
ibat  the  ordinarv  tonnage  of  the  regular  cus¬ 
tomers  of  such  a  concern  amounts  to  a  con- 
siderable.  figure.  With  the  delav  of  nearly  two 
months  in  the  opening  up  of  lake  navigation, 
it  is  expected  that  there  will  he  more  nr  less 
of  n  rush  of  smokeless  coal  to  the  unner  lake 
region  as  soon  as  navigation  opens.  This  is  ex- 
nected  to  make  smokeless  coal  still  more  scarce. 
The  “dope,”  therefore,  on  the  smokeless  coal 
,  situation  is  that  unless  coal  is  alreadv  ordered 
for  delivery  during  Tune,  July  and  August,  it 
will  cost  at  least  $2  00  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

So  far  as  the  splint  coal  conditions  are  con¬ 
cerned,  there  is  less  firmness  in  the  market  than 
there  was  a  week  or  ten  days  ago.  There  is  one 
very  large  concern  that  has  sent  out  broadcast 
circulars  quoting  Kanawha  splint  lump  at  $1.00 
a  ton  at  the  mines.  Of  course  not  many  of  the 
representative  producers  are  following  this  price, 
but  sticking  to  their  former  quotation  of  $1.25 
a  ton  at  the  mines  for  Kanawha  lump. 

Nut  and  slack,  which  has  been  particularly  firm 
all  season,  is  still  in  good  demand,  but  half  a 
dozen  concerns  report  that  if  they  had  a  few 
more  cars  of  nut  and  slack  for  sale  they  would 
not  know  where  to  attempt  to  place  it.  The 
price  of  good  nut  and  slack  is  75  cents,  with  a 
few  sales  higher,  but  more  lower. 

The  retail  business  of  the  city  is  next  to 
nothing.  • 
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New  York  Trade. 

Anthracite  Buying,  for  Close  of  May,  is  Not 
Brisk  - Bituminous  Situation  Shows 
Slight  Improvement. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  May  28. 

I  he  last  week  in  May  do'es  not  find  the  anthra¬ 
cite  trade  as  brisk  as  the  companies  and  dealers 
were  anticipating.  Unlike  in  former  years,  no 
rush  of  orders  from  buyers  appeared,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  most  of  the  companies  have  enough  orders 
on  hand  to  carrv  them  through  the  month.  Trade 
was  very  brisk  for  the  first  ten  days  of  May,  but 
since  that  time  a  gradual  falling  off  manifested 
itself,  and  for  the  week  it  has  been  very  quiet. 
The  companies  arc  not  looking  for  any  heavy 
volume  of  business  during  June,  so  that  the  opera¬ 
tions  will  either  have  to  he  worked  on  short  time 
or  considerable  coal  will  have  to  be  stocked.  The 
resumption  of  the  lake  trade  will  help  those  com¬ 
panies  which  have  an  outlet  in  the  west. 

The  falling  off  in  the  demand  for  coal  is  due 
largely  to  the  fact  that  consumers  are  not  buying 
coal  this  spring  to  the  extent  that  they  have  in 
former  seasons.  This  is  the  result  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  depression.  While  they  will  need  just  as 
much  coal  next  fall  and  winter  as  they  have 
needed  in  former  years,  the  consumers  and  retail¬ 
ers  have  refrained  from  buying.  They  will  be 
compelled  consequently  to  buy  their  usual  quota  of 
coal  next  fall  and  winter  at  the  full  circular  price. 
The  companies  are,  therefore,  preparing  for  a 
very  dull  summer,  hut  fbey  anticipate  a  very  act¬ 
ive  demand  for  -coal  commencing  about  the  last  of 
next  September.  In  the  fall  they  will  be  up 
against  car  troubles,  as  the  roads  will  then  be  busy 
handling  the  crops  and  other  traffic.  Producers 
are  urging  retailers  to  take  all  the  coal  that  they 
possibly  can  now  while  it  is  possible  to  make 
shipments  freely.  The  retailer,  however,  in  most 
cases,  has  taken  on  all  the  coal  that  his  pockets 
will  accommodate,  or  that  he  can  pay  for.  In 
many  instances,  retailers  have  not  bought  as  heav- 
ilv  during  the  discount  months  as  they  have  done 
in  former  seasons  for  the  reason  that  they  have 
not  been  able  to  secure  the  necessary  bank  accom¬ 
modations.  Their  purchases  have,  therefore,  been 
of  -  conservative  nature,  and  the  dull  condition 
of  the  wholesale  market  at  this  time  is  a  reflex  of 
this  condition. 

The  kike  situation  is  as  yet  very  unsatisfactory. 
With  no  cargoes  to  bring  back,  the  transportation 
people  are  delaying  the  starting  up  of  the  lake 
season,  and  up  to  this  time  but  few  cargoes  have 
gone  forward.  The  boat  owners  are  to  have  a 
meeting  on  next  Monday,  and  it  is  likely  that  they 
will  make  some  announcement  as  to  when  they 
will  start  their  boats.  Up  to  last  Saturday,  it  is 
estimated  that  loadings  of  anthracite  at  Buffalo 
since  the  first  of  the  season  aggregated  only  250,- 
000  tons  as  compared  with  550,000  tons  for  the 
same  period  in  1907.  The  1907  figures  covered 
the  coal  which  had  actually  been  loaded  and  which 
had  started  up  the  lakes,  while  the  figures  for  this 
year  cover  a  lot  of  coal  which  is  in  boats  lying 
at  the  Buffalo  docks. 

All  the  anthracite  mines  will  be  closed  for  two 
days  this  week,  if  not  for  three.  Today  the  mines 
are  closed  on  account  of  a  church  holiday,  while 
they  are  scheduled  to  be  closed  on  Saturday  on 
account  of  Memorial  Day.  It  is  not  expected, 
though,  that  many  miners  will  show  up  to  work 
tomorrow,  preferring  to  make  it  three  straight 
holidays.  As  to  what  extent  the  companies  will' 
restrict  their  operations  -during  June  is  not  yet  an¬ 
nounced.  With  some  of  them  the  lake  situation 
will  have  considerable  influence.  Some  of  the  op¬ 
erators  are  said  to  favor  a  full  week’s  suspension 
the  first  of  the  month.  It  is  likely  that  the  com¬ 
panies  will  work  four  or  five  full  days  each  week, 
as  was  the  case  during'  March. 

Tidewater  business  has  slumped  heavily,  while 
the  line  trade  is  also  showing  a  falling  off.  The 
steam  sizes  are  generally  reported  inactive,  though 
some  of  the  companies  report  that  their  full  pro¬ 
duction  is  moving  readily.  It  is  more  than  prob¬ 
able,  though,  that  there  is  a  considerable  accumu¬ 
lation  of  these  sizes  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 


producers,  and  prices  are  still  subject  to  a  reduc¬ 
tion  from  the  circular. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

A  slightly  better  tone  is  evident  in  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  soft  coal  trade.  More  inquiry  appears 
for  coal  on  the  part  of  manufacturing  interests, 
some  few  contracts  being  closed.  No  buying 
of  importance  for  spot  delivery  is  noted,  but  op¬ 
erators  are  finding  that  the  consumers  are  calling 
for  more  coal  on  contract. 

In  the  far  east  more  orders  are  being  reported 
than  at  any  time  this  season,  which  shows  that  the 
consumers  in  this  section  have  a  desir.e  to  take 
in  their  coal  while  transportation  conditions  are 
satisfactory  both  as  to  equipment  and  rates.  Con¬ 
sumers  in  other  sections  are  giving  shipping  or¬ 
ders  for  a  given  number  of  cars  per  week,  but, 
unlike  other  seasons,  they  are  not  making  these 
standing  orders,  but  instead  are  renewing  the 
shipping  orders  from  week  to  week.  Thus,  a  good 
tonnage  of  coal  is  going  forward,  though  show¬ 
ing  a  heavy  decrease  from  the  tonnage  which  was 
moving  to  these  same  points  at  this  time  last  year. 

New  England  is  not  taking  coal  so  freely,  but 
operators,  by  pushing,  are  sending  considerable 
coal  forward  on  contracts.  There  is  no  accumu¬ 
lation  of  coal  at  the  ports.  The  gas  and  electric 
light  companies  are  taking  their  usual  tonnage, 
while  some  of  the  manufacturing  plants  are  tak¬ 
ing  on  slightly  more  coal  than  they  have  been 
doing  during  the  past  three  or  four  months.  The 
situation  at  the  Roads,  where  there  has  been  quite 
an  accumulation  of  coal,  has  improved  somewhat, 
and  considerable  coal  from  these  ports  is  either 
being  loaded  for  export  or  navy  use,  or  is  going 
into  New  England  for  consumption. 

The  New  York  harbor  trade  has  shown  no  im¬ 
provement.  No  accumulation  of  coal  at  the  ports 
is  reported  and  the  prices  which  have  ruled  for 
the  past  few  weeks  on  spot  coal  are  held  about 
firm.  Good  steam  coals  sell  from  $2.50  up,  with 
now  and  then  a  chance  to  buy  a  lot  as  low  as 
$2.40.  The  demand  for  slack  is  good,  and  it  is 
sold  at  the  mines  from  70  to  80  cents.’  Harbor, 
sound  and  river  boats  are  very  plentiful,  and  low 
charter  rates  are  named  to  induce  business. 

All  rail  trade  is  good  only  in  spots.  Some  deal¬ 
ers  occasionally  report  a  spot  sale.  Prices  on  all 
rail  coal  are  based  altogether  upon  the  grade, 
Pennsylvania  coals  selling  from  90  cents  a  ton  up, 
according  to  the  desire  of  the  producer  to  mine  it. 
Well  known  grades  command  fair  prices,  as  many 
of  these  producers  prefer  to  let  their  coal  remain 
in  the  ground  to  selling  it  at  a  price  which  will 
not  permit  of  a  profit. 

No  change  is  reported  in  the  general  vessel  sit¬ 
uation.  Rates  are  still  very  low,  and  each  week 
we  hear  Of  owners  taking  their  boats  out  of  com¬ 
mission  because  returns  are  not  remunerative. 
Even  with  these  withdrawals,  it  seems  that  there 
remains  such  a  plentiful  supply  of  boats  that  char¬ 
ters  are  still  being  made  at  very  low  rates.  Last 
year  at  this  time  rates  were  fully  50  to  75  per  cent 
higher  to  manv  of  the  Atlantic  ports.  We  quote 
from  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 
5.5  to  60  cents ;  Lynn,  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  70 
cents;  Ncwburyport  and  Bangor,  70  to  75  cents; 
Sarco,  95  cents  and  towages ;  to  Sound  points,  50 
to  55  cents.  From  the  Roads,  like  rates  prevail, 
while  Baltimore  quotes  about  5  cents  higher.  From 
New  York  to  Boston  around  the  cape,  55  to  60 
cents ;  to  average  Sound  points,  35  to  50  cents. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the 
road  for  the  week  ending  May  23,  and  previously 


during  the  year : 

Broad 

Top 

Cumber¬ 

land 

Total 

Week  ending  May  23,  1908. .  .  . 

.  9,301 

0,217 

15,577 

Corresponding  week  in  1007... 

.  14,582 

13,152 

27,734 

Total  for  the  year  1!10„8 . 

143,441 

382,491 

Corresponding  period  in  1907 .  . 

.404,548 

306,149 

710,696 

Total  for  week . 

15,578 

Decrease  for  week . 

12,157 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date. 

382,491 

Decrease  to  date . 

328,206 

Nyack  Ice  &  Coal  Company,  Nyack,  N.  Y., 
has  been  incorporated  with  $30,000  capital  stock. 
The  incorporators  are :  Albert  E  Dryea,  Chas. 
E.  Schryver,  Jr.,  and  Augustus  M.  Voorhees, 
Nyack,  N.  Y. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  28. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Continued  depression  in  all  branches  of 
the  coal  trade  is  the  record  of  the  week.  An¬ 
ticipated  increase  in  orders,  customary  with  the 
close  of  the  month  and  the  approach  of  the  new 
circular,  has  not  materialized  to  any  great  ex¬ 
tent.  While  a  few  buyers  have  shown  a  dispo¬ 
sition  to  take  advantage  of  the  rebate  offered  by 
the  old  price  list,  no  active  demand  has  developed 
and  business  has  dragged  along  much  after  the 
fashion  which  has  characterized  the  trade  for 
the  last  three  weeks. 

Line  order  business  to  the  Canadian  territory 
has  been  reasonably  fair,  but,  on  the  whole,  there 
is  little  encouragement  for  a  speedy  resumption 
of  even  a  normal  business.  As  previously  out¬ 
lined,  industrial  depression  all  over  the  country, 
especially  in  the  manufacturing  districts  to  which 
Buffalo  is  a  principal  distributing  point,  has  been 
and  continues  to  be  the  prime  cause  for  the  un¬ 
favorable  conditions  in  the  coal  market.  Espe¬ 
cially  has  the  shutting  down  of  many  of  the  large 
factories  and  the  laying  off  of  skilled  workmen, 
contributed  to  shorten  the  local  buying  power. 
As  a  rule  these  workmen  are  free  buyers  early 
in  the  season,  taking  advantage  of  rebate  prices 
as  a  matter  of  economy.  This  season,  however, 
being  out  of  work  and  with  no  prospect  of  speedy 
return  to  the  shops,  these  customers  are  only 
buying  from  hand  to  mouth,  trusting  to  better 
times  in  the  fall  to  replenish  the  domestic  coal 
bins.  As  a  result  the  local  retail  trade  has  been 
nothing  like  that  of  former  seasons,  and  the  ef¬ 
fect  comes  back  upon  the  sales  agents,  who  have 
heretofore  found  the  local  retail  trestles  a  ca¬ 
pacious  outlet  for  all  surplus  stock. 

In  the  lake  trade  the  same  uncertainty  and 
slowness,  as  reported  last  week,  continues.  Only 
a  few  small  cargoes  are  going  up  the  lake,  and 
when  the  shipments  for  May,  1908,  are  recorded 
they  will  be  found  to  drop  far  below  those  of 
any  other  year  except  perhaps  it  may  be  that  of 
the  great  strike. 

Several  cargoes  are  still  afloat  in  Buffalo  har¬ 
bor  which  were  loaded  in  March.  It  will  be 
June  before  these  are  started  on  their  ways  to 
the  northwest.  Some  few  boats  are  coming 
down  light  and  are  taking  coal  back.  Utter  ab¬ 
sence  of  activity  in  the  ore  trade  is  giving  a 
black  eye  to  all  lake  commerce.  For  the  week 
coal  has  been  coming  forward  from  the  mines 
more  freely,  which  is  an  indication  that  the  com¬ 
panies  anticipate  a  heavier  demand  for  lake  ship¬ 
ment  in  the  near  future.  Owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  vessels,  as  a  result  of  slack  downbound  busi¬ 
ness,  tome  orders  for  small  cargoes  to  go  to 
some  of  the  smaller  ports  have  been  filled  at  an 
advance  over  the  established  carrying  rates,  but 
for  the  main  ports  there  has  been  no  rates  in 
prices  since  the  opening  of  the  season.  Vessel 
owners,  believing  that  the  later  season  is  bound 
to  develop  great  activity,  are  flattering  themselves 
that  a  general  advance  will  be  made  all  along 
the  line,  when  the  demand  for  vessel  tonnage 
really  commences. 

There  is  no  scarcity  of  coal  in  any  sizes,  either 
steam  or  domestic,  and  all  orders  are  being  filled 
with  greater  promptness  than  ever  before.  Large 
quantities  of  the  steam  sizes,  it  is  reported,  are 
being  run  upon  outlying  sidings  by  the  com¬ 
panies,  in  anticipation  of  accelerated  demand  in 
the  future.  Coal  owning  roads  appear  to  be  in 
good  shape,  being  well  ablq  to  supply  their  indi¬ 
vidual  needs  without  appeal  to  out  siders. 

Bituminous  Quiet. 

“Nothing  doing,”  is  the  report  received  to  in¬ 
quiries  of  the  soft  coal  operators.  No  changes 
whatever  arc  apparent  from  the  conditions  re¬ 
ported  last  week.  Mines  are  only  being  worked 
at  a  percentage  of  their  capacity;  some  are  idle. 
There  is  absolutely  no  demand  and  no  schedule 
of  prices  can  be  correctly  quoted,  for  the  price 
is  regulated  by  the  inquiry  and  the  desire  of  the 
dealer  to  sell. 

Buffalo  is  welcoming  few  coal  trade  visitors 
this  season.  It  recalls  the  gloomy  days  of  the 
big  strike  to  drop  into  one  of  the  local  offices 
and  contemplate  the  lethargy  which  pervades 
everything.  But  the  coal  men  are  an  optimistic 
lot,  and  to  all  inquiry  regarding  the  prospects 
of  the  future  comes  the  general  declaration : 
“Oh,  it’ll  brighten  up  after  election.” 
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Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Mr,  May  28. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  trade  here  has  been  unusually 
quiet  this  week.  Of  course  the  coal  business  is 
going  on  and  considerable  coal  is  being  shipped, 
but  a  feeling  of  lassitude  pervades  the  trade. 
Line  business  is  flat,  and  nothing  like  so  many 
contracts  were  captured  within  the  week  as  had 
been  hoped  for.  Everybody  seems  to  be  resting 
on  their  oars. 

It  is  rather  hard  to  quote  any  schedule  of  local 
prices,  as  there  have  undoubtedly  been  many 
sales  below  figures  announced  by  some  shippers. 
In  this  respect  the  situation  stands  about  the 
same  as  it  did  two  or  three  weeks  ago.  Nobody 
is  unduly  enthusiastic  over  this  feature  of  the 
trade.  Very  few  charters  have  been  announced 
in  the  last  few  days,  and  freight  rates  by  water 
remain  at  unusually  low  figures,  both  for  up  and 
down  the  coast  movement. 

The  situation  around  the  mills  of  the  Maryland 
Steel  Company,  about  which  considerable  opti¬ 
mism  has  been  displayed,  is  not  so  bright  as 
many  have  imagined.  Although  some  bridge  con¬ 
tracts,  some  Panama  .supply  orders,  as  well  as 
one  late  contract  for  rails  for  the  line  from 
Morganstown  to  Pittsburgh,  have  been  placed, 
there  seems  no  likelihood  of  an  early  increase 
in  the  half-time  plan  of  the  mills.  The  general 
industrial  situation  may  be  said  to  be  about  in 
harmony  with  this,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  coal  consumption  locally  is  being  consider¬ 
ably  cut  from  the  figures  of  the  same  period  of 
last  year. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  will  probably  establish 
a  testing  station  for  coal  purchased  for  municipal 
use. 

The  Coal  &  Coke  railway  has  appointed  A.  M. 
Smith,  of '  the  Southern  Railway,  as  general 
manager  of  its  lines. 

Tests  are  being  made  here  of  a  patent  labor- 
saving  trimmer,  one  having  been  placed  on  board 
the  Consolidation  Coal  Company’s  steel  barge 
No.  24. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  report  of  April,  just 
issued,  is  significant.  As  compared  with  April  of 
1907,  there  is  a  decrease  in  gross  earnings  of 
$2,082,885. 

President  Clarence  W.  Watson,  of  the  Con¬ 
solidation  Coal  Company,  has  been  chosen  as  a 
delegate  to  the  democratic  national  convention 
at  Denver.  He  is  named  from  his  home  district, 
Fairmont,  W.  Va. 

James  H.  Rowland,  a  pioneer  coal  operator 
in  West  Virginia,  died  at  the  Johns  Hopkins 
Hospital  here  last  Sunday.  He  was  in  his  nine¬ 
tieth  year,  and  many  years  ago  bought  in  vir¬ 
gin  coal  lands  and  later  developed  them. 

It  is  reported  here  that  the  extensive  property 
of  the  Federal  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  near  Fair¬ 
mont,  W.  Va.,  has  been  purchased  by  the  New 
England  Gas  &  Coke  Company,  of  Boston.  A 
spot  cash  consideration  of  $1,250,000  is  named 
as  the  figure. 


Boston  Trade. 


Bostox,  Mass.,  May  28. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Not  much  snap  is  noted  in  the  anthracite 
trade.  Shipments  before  June  1  were  not  near 
so  heavy  as  in  former  years.  Until  September 
1  no  improvement  in  the  market  is  looked  for, 
as  the  dealers  are  now  pretty  well  stocked 
up,  with  householders  showing  no  disposition 
to  buy  as  freely  as  they  have  done  in  former 
years. 

There  is,  of  course,  some  buying,  but  not  to 
the  extent  to  make  much  showing  on  the  ac¬ 
cumulated  stocks  in  the  retailers’  hands.  Tide 
shipments  have  fallen  off,  and  the  all  rail 
trade,  which  has  been  fairly  active,  is  now 
slackening. 

Some  improvement  is  noted  in  the  New 
England  bituminous  trade.  More  inquiry  ap¬ 
pears  for  coal  from  the  large  consumers,  with 
an  occasional  sale  of  coal  for  immediate  ship¬ 
ment  to  some  manufacturing  concern.  The 
acceptance  of  reduced  wages  by'  thousands  of 
cotton  mill  employes,  effective  June  1,  will,  it 
is  believed,  lead  to  many  of  these  mills  re¬ 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


sinning  operations.  Shipments  from  the  south¬ 
ern  ports  are  not  so  heavy  as  formerly,  and 
the  trade  seems  to  be  in  much  better  spirits 
all  around.  Prices  on  the  West  Virginia  coals 
remain  as  per  the  contract  schedule,  while 
Pennsylvania  coals  show  a  wide  range,  accord¬ 
ing  to  quality.  Good  coals  can  be  bought  at 
Philadelphia  at  $2.25  up,  which  now  take  a 
cheap  water  rate  of  from  50  to  00  cents  to 
Boston  and  Sound  ports.  From  the  Roads, 
vessels  can  be  secured  from  50  to  60  cents. 


News  Notes. 

It  is  said  that  Boston  coal  operators  will 
receive  about  $40,000  of  the  $90,000  appropria¬ 
tion  made  by  Congress  last  week,  to  refund 
the  coal  companies  for  duties  paid  on  Welsh 
coals  brought  to  this  port  during  the  1902 
strike. 

By  a  decision  of  the  full  bench  of  the  su¬ 
preme  court  last  week,  the  Garfield-Proctor 
Coal  Company,  of  this  city,  is  entitled  to  re¬ 
cover  $23,605  from  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  for  failure  to  deliver  coal  un¬ 
der  a  contract  which  extended  through  the 
coal  strike  of  1902.  The  contract  provided 
that  the  Pennsylvania  Company  should  ship 
the  Boston  Company  2,500  tons  of  coal  per 
month  from  September  1,  1902,  to  April  1, 
1903,  the  Boston  Company  furnishing  the  ves¬ 
sels.  During  the  coal  strike  the  Pennsylvania 
Company  was  unable  to  do  this. 

Edward  V.  d’lnvilliers,  geologist  and  coal 
mining  engineer,  has  prepared  a  voluminous 
report  upon  the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil 
property.  He  says  the  property  consists  of 
30,094  acres,  of  which  eighty-five  per  cent  of 
the  land  is  owned  in  the  fee.  There  are  six 
active  mines  and  two  of  them  are  fully  de¬ 
veloped  to  a  daily  capacity  of  2,500  tons.  The 
other  four  are  recent  operations  and  should 
each  have  an  annual  capacity  of  1,000  tons. 
These  six  mines  ought  readily  to  mine  and 
ship  at  least  8,000  tons  a  day  on  or  before 
January  1,  1909.  and  this  output  will  tax  ex¬ 
isting  railroad  facilities  and  equipment  which 
is  not  at  present  able  to  move  more  than  an 
average  tonnage  half  as  great.  A  conservative 
appraisal  of  the  properties  of  the  companv. 
without  making  any  allowance  for  good  will, 
contracts,  current  assets,  etc.,  shows  a  total  of 
$5,600,000,  which  figure  represents  approxi¬ 
mately  $180  per  acre  for  all  land  owned  and 
all  improvements. 


Philadelphia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  28. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Bituminous  dealers  and  operators 
report  that  they  see  brightening  skies,  and  some 
improvement  in  the  trade  is  to  be  expected  from 
now  on.  More  inquiry  for  coal  comes  both  from 
New  England  points  and  the  Pennsylvania  ter¬ 
ritory.  No  material  increase  in  orders  is  noted 
so  far,  but  inquiries  are  large  and  the  signing 
up  of  some  new  contracts  puts  a  much  better 
face  on  conditions. 

Shipments  to  New  England  ports  have  not  been 
heavy  recently,  and  numerous  West  Virginia 
operators  are  now  busy  getting  tonnage  started 
towards  the  lakes.  This  will  help  the  operators 
who  ship  exclusively  to  the  eastern  trade.  Prices 
are  about  as  they  have  been  for  several  weeks, 
pood  coal  selling  at  the  mines  from  $1  up,  accord¬ 
ing  to  quality.  Gas  coal  is  in  good  demand  and 
high  grades  bring  fair  prices.  Slack  Is  scarce, 
and  some  dealers  have  their  men  looking  for 
supplies.  It  is  quoted  at  70  and  80  cents  at  the 
mines. 

The  anthracite  trade  has  slumped  and  no  im¬ 
provement  is  to  he  expected  until  consumers 
commence  buying  in  the  fall.  The  lake  trade 
will  help  out  some  of  the  cohipanies.  but  most 
of  them  will  have  to  curtail  production  during 
die  summer  months.  A  newspaper  story  was  sent 
out  from  here,  on  Tuesday,  that  the  companies 
would  work  full  until  next  April,  when  the  pres¬ 
ent  wage  agreement  with  the  miners  exoires, 
end  saying  that  10,000,000  tons  of  coal  will  be 
placed  in  storage  to  provide  against  a  strike 
famine.  Officials  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Goal  h  Iron  Company  have  emphatically  denied 
that  there  is  any  truth  in  the  rumor.  They  main¬ 


tain  that  no  apprehension  of  any  wage  disagree¬ 
ment  is  felt. 


News  Briefs. 

In  the  suit  of  the  International  Coal  Mining 
Company  against  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
charged  with  discrimination,  the  courts  awarded 
the  International  a  verdict  for  $12,013. 

The  International  Company’s  suit  was  begun 
over  four  years  ago.  The  case  reached  a  jury 
following  a  decision  of  the  Appellate  Court  or¬ 
dering  the  production  of  the  railroad’s  books  and 
papers,  which,  it  was  alleged,  would  show  the 
illegal  discrimination.  The  International  Cor- 
pany’s  claim  was  based  on  rebates  granted  to  the 
Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Company,  on  ship¬ 
ments  of  bituminous  coal  made  through  a  series 
of  years  beginning  in  1894  and  terminating  in 
1901.  The  suit  was  originally  brought  to  recover 
$37,000  as  the  alleged  damage  sustained,  but  was 
subsequently  increased  to  $150,000.  Suits  involv¬ 
ing  a  half  millions  dollars  brought  by  coal  com¬ 
panies  claiming  to  have  been  discriminated 
against  are  still  pending  in  the  Circuit  Court.  E. 
J.  Berwind,  president  of  the  Berwind-White 
Coal  Company,  the  corporation  alleged  to  have 
been  favored  by  the  roalroad  company,  was 
called  as  a  witness.  He  denied  the  allegation 
and  explained  that  so-called  freight  allowances 
were  expenses  incurred  in  placing  the  coal  on 
barges. 

The  smoker  given  by  the  Kokoals  at  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  Club  last  Thursday  evening  brought  out 
about  250  members  and  their  friends.  Numerous 
applications  for  membership  in  the  Order  were 
handed  in.  The  Philadelphia  Kokoals  will  have 
a  large  delegation  at  the  Buffalo  pow-wow  in 
July,  and  if  Modoc  Lester  is  not  interested  in 
succeeding  himself  it  is  more  than  likely  that 
Philadelohia  can  name  a  man. 


Anthracite  Hearing. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  28.-— Representatives 
of  sixty-seven  concerns — including  the  nine  big- 
anthracite  coal-carrying  railroads — ■  appeared  be- 
for  LTnited  States  Stenographic  Commissioner  J. 
C.  McReynolds  in  the  Postoffice  building  here 
this  week  and  agreed  to  submit  statements  of 
figures  demanded  by  the  government,  but  with 
the  reservation  that  should  the  statements  fur¬ 
nished  involuntarily  be  called  up  at  the  trial 
of  the  cases  the  companies  submitting  them  would 
reserve  the  right  to  object  to  their  admission  as 
evidence. 

This,  Judge  Campbell,  for  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  said  would  be 
the  attitude  of  his  clients  and  the  attorneys  for 
other  defendants  made  the  same  restriction. 

The  defendant  companies  which  mine  and 
transport  practically  all  of  the  hard  coal  mined 
in  this  country,  are  charged  under  suits  begun 
last  June  with  violating  the  Sherman  Act  and 
the  interstate  commerce  law  by  discriminating 
in  the  matter  of  freight  rates  and  with  fixing  the 
prices  at  which  anthracite  coal  shall  be  sold, 
which  the  government  contends  amounts  to  a 
restraint  of  trade. 

General  Freight  Agent  Searles,  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad,  was  the  only  witness  sworn.  He 
was  asked  to  furnish  the  names,  capitalization 
and  location  of  all  hard  coal  companies  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  He  hesi¬ 
tated,  but  Francis  I.  Gowen,  of  counsel  for  the 
company,  assured  Mr.  McRevnolds  that  the  de¬ 
sired  information  would  be  furnished. 


H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  28. — The  H.  C.  Frick 
Coke  Company  has  materially  increased  its  oven 
capacity  in  operation  in  the  Connellsville  district 
and  during  the  past  few  days  has  placed  about 
1.600  additional  ovens  in  operation.  For  some 
time  it  has  been  running  its  operating  plant  six 
days  per  week,  but  the  output,  with  increased 
blast  furnace  operations  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation,  was  not  sufficient  to 
keep  as  many  men  employed  as  possible.  The 
new  ones  were  started  also  on  six  days  per  week. 
Preference  is  given  to  American  labor. 


No.  22] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


29 


Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


Duty  of  Employer  and  Liability  for 
Injuries. — The  measure  of  duty  of  a 
master  to  his  servant,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Appeals  of  West  Virginia 
holds  (in  Lay  vs.  Elk  Ridge  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  61  Southeastern  Reporter, 
156),  is  reasonable  care,  in  view  of  the 
situation  of  the  parties,  the  relations 
they  have  established,  the  nature  of  the 
business  in  which  the  servant  is  em¬ 
ployed,  the  character  of  the  machinery 
and  appliances  used,  the  surrounding- 
circumstances  and  conditions,  and  the 
exigencies  which  require  vigilance  and 
attention.  A  master  is  liable  for  an 
injury  to  a  servant  caused  by  the  con¬ 
current  negligence  of  himself  and  an¬ 
other  servant  to  whom  the  injured  party 
sustained  the  relation  of  fellow  servant. 
A.  mechanism  or  appliance,  apparently 
lesigned  and  intended  to  prevent  in¬ 
jury  to  lives  and  persons  of  servants 
and  property  of  the  master  by  reason 
of  inefficiency  of  other  appliances  or 
legligence  of  servants,  is  nevertheless  a 
aart  of  the  plant  or  machinery  to  which 
t  is  affixed  or. in  connection  with  which 
t  is  used,  and  a  servant  may  rely  upon 
t  for  his  protection.  If,  by  reason  of 
i  defect  in  such  mechanism  or  appli- 
mce,  unknown  to  a  servant,  it  fails  to 
arevent  injury  to  him  from  an  act  of  a 
'ellow  servant  which  it  was  designed 
md  intended  to  render  harmless,  the 
lefect,  not  the  act  of  the  fellow  servant, 

|  s  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury, 
n  an  action  for  damages  for  injuries 
o  a  servant,  caused  by  defective  appli¬ 
ances  or  lack  of  safety  in  the  place  in 
vhich  the  servant  worked,  evidence  of 
he  making  of  repairs  or  alterations  im- 
j  mediately  after  the  occurrence  of  the 
njury  is  not  admissible. 


Liability  of  Landlord  for  Damages 
rom  Contractor’s  Negligence  in  Making 
Repairs. — The  decisions  are  inconsistent 
n  the  question  of  a  landlord’s  liability 
j  or  loss  to  a  tenant  occurring  from  the 
egligence  of  a  contractor  employed  by 
he  former  to  make  repairs;  and  those 
|  ases  which  affirm  liability  disagree  as 
r  the  reasons  for  the  rule.  But  the 
't.  Louis  Court  of  Appeals  says  (Eber- 
an  vs.  Continental  Investment  Co.,  109 
'Outhwestern  Reporter,  62),  ,  that  the 
eneral  rule  is  that  a  proprietor,  whether 
tndlord  or  not,  who  lets  a  contract 
3r  work  to  a  competent  person  exer- 
|  sing  an  independent  employment,  to  be 
one  according  to  the  latter’s  methods 
nd  free  from  the  control  of  the  pro- 
1  rietor,  is  not  answerable  for  negligence 
i  performing  the  work,  unless  it  is 
lbject  to  unusual  danger  if  precautions 
'e  not  taken.  Ordinarily  a  proprietor, 
r  any  one  else  who  engages  a  con- 
actor  to  repair  a  building  does  no 
ore  to  secure  safety  in  the  perform- 
lce  of  the  work  than  to  let  it  to  a 
impetent  person,  and  is  not  expected 
1  do  more.  But  when  the  work  is 
ingerous  to  a  tenant,  unless  unusual 
•ecautions  are  observed,  the  lessor  can 


be  held  liable.  It  would  be  unreasonable 
to  hold  that  a  landlord  might  perform 
his  covenant  to  make  repairs  which  re¬ 
quired  precaution  of  extraordinary  ex¬ 
pense  and  labor  by  simply  turning  the 
job  over  to  a  contractor,  without  stipu¬ 
lating  the  precautions  should  be  taken 
or  agreeing  to  compensate  the  contractor 
for  the  increased  cost. 


Custom  and  Amount  or  Time  of  Pay¬ 
ment  for  Work. — In  the  absence  of  any 
express  agreement  as  to  the  amount 
or  time  of  payment  for  work  contracted 
to  be  done,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  of  West  Virginia  holds  (Ander¬ 
son  vs.  Lewis,  61  Southeastern  Re¬ 
porter,  160),  that  oral  evidence  is  ad¬ 
missible  to  show  a  certain  usage  of  the 
business,  and  of  the  locality,  known  to 
the  parties,  or  so  general  and  well  set¬ 
tled  as  to  raise  the  presumption  that 
the  parties  dealt  with  reference  to  the 
usage,  and  with  a  tacit  understanding 
that  their  rights  and  responsibilities 
should  be  determined  thereby.  But 
there  may  be  a  vast  difference  between 
the  value  of  any  given  service  and  a 
price  fixed  by  special  contract,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  custom  or  usage,  as 
to  the  amount  of  compensation,  as  a 
part  of  a  contract,  fixes  and  determines 
the  amount,  and  the  jury  must  then  find 
that  amount,  not  what  they  believe,  from 
the  evidence,  the  service  is  worth. 
Hence,  it  is  important  to  observe  strictly 
the  rule  and  conditions  under  which 
such  evidence  is  admissible. 


Requirements  for  Landlord’s  Lien  for 
Supplies— In  order  for  a  landlord  to 
have  a  lien  upon  his  tenant’s  crop  for 
supplies,  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Geor¬ 
gia  says  (A.  W.  Stubbs  *St  Co.  vs. 
Waddell,  61  Southeastern  Reporter, 
145),  that  the  landlord  must  furnish 
the  supplies.  He  may  furnish  the  sup¬ 
plies  directly,  or  he  may  order  it  done 
through  others  on  his  credit.  For  this 
purpose  he  may  borrow  money  directly 
or  through  his  agent,  and,  although  the 
note  for  the  money  may  be  signed  by 
the  tenant  as  principal  maker,  if  the 
credit  was  extended  by  the  lender  to 
the  landlord,  whose  authorized  agent 
signed  the  note  as  security,  this  would 
not  affect  the  landlord’s  lien  for  sup¬ 
plies,  and  it  would  not  affect  the  right 
of  the  landlord  that  his  agent  signed 
his  own  name  to  the  note,  instead  of 
that  of  his  principal,  if  in  so  doing  he 
was  acting  for  his  principal  and  not  for 
himself,  and  this  fact  was  known  both 
to  the  lender  of  the  money  and  the 
tenant.  What  the  truth  of  the  matter  is, 
is  a  question  for  the  jury,  and  on  this 
issue  the  testimony  of  both  lender  and 
agent  is  competent  and  relevant. 


The  Drakesboro  Coal  &  Coke  Mine 
Company,  with  offices  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  has  increased  the  amount  of  cap¬ 
ital  stock  from  $15,000  to  $30,000.  The 
concern  has  operations  in  Muhlenberg 
county,  Kentucky. 


The  Mapleton  Coal  Company  of 
Mapleton,  Ill.,  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,500.  The 
incorporators  are  W.  E.  Foley,  G.  L. 
Foley  and  L.  F.  Meek. 

I  he  E.  B.  Hill  Coal  &  Lumber 
Company  has  been  incorporated  at 
Boulder,  Colo.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $15,000.  The  incorporators  of  the 
new  concern  are  E.  B.  Hill,  F.  W. 
Hill  and  F.  V.  Hill. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  by  the 
Fairchild  Coal  Company.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  incorporated  by  J.  C.  Rein¬ 
hardt,  J.  F.  Chairsell  and  others,  and 
has  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000. 

The  Clear  Creek  Coal  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$30,000.  The  incorporators  are  Mark 
Doyle,  Hugh  McGeever,  Patrick 
Byrne  and  P.  H.  Linnehan. 

I  he  Greer  Coal  Mining  Company 
has  been  incorporated  for  the  purpose 
of  operating  a  coal  mine  near  Drakes- 
burg,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$25,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  H. 
Creath,  T.  P.  Caldwell,  and  others. 

1  he  National  Coal  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated,  with 
main  offices  at  Farmington,  Ill.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  organization  is 
$50,000  and  the  incorporators  are 
Henry  Long,  C.  D.  North  and  Hugh 
Sloan. 

The  West  Virginia  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  owning  property  near  Jer¬ 
ome,  Pa.,  has  been  incorporated  by 
Joseph  Webb,  George  Rapp,  Fred 
Rapp  ,  and  Fred  Basson.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  to  have  offices  at  Third  and 
Smithfield  streets,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  John  A.  Murphy  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  organized  at  Cincin¬ 
nati  to  conduct  a  general  fuel  busi¬ 
ness,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 
The  incorporators  of  the  new  com¬ 


pany  are  J.  A.  Murphy,  Harry  L. 
Flack,  R.  G.  Corwin  and  George  A. 
Koerner. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Number  Eight  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  con¬ 
cern  will  develop  coal  lands  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $250,000  in  the  Bel¬ 
mont  county  district.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  are  L.  B.  Landmesser,  C.  S.  M. 
Krumm  and  Franklin  Neff. 

The  German  Phoenix  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  $10,000  capital 
stock.  The  company  is  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  and  selling  coal 
and  fuel.  The  directors  and  incor¬ 
porators  are  Henry  Brinker,  Jacob 
Reuter  and  Henry  G.  R.  Reger. 

The  Buck  Coal  Company  has  been 
incorporated  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  by 
J.  M.  Hillman,  J.  M.  Cartwright  and 
W.  A.  Watts.  The  company  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The  charter 
of  the  company,  which  was  filed  a  few 
days  ago,  requests  permission  to 
transact  any  kind  of  business  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  handling  of  minerals. 

The  Poca  Coal  Land  Company,  with 
operations  in  Kanawha  county,  W.  Va., 
and  offices  at  Charleston,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  for  the  purpose  of  devel¬ 
oping  some  of  its  properties.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  concern  is  $300,- 
000  and  the  incorporators  are  G.  S. 
Harah,  W.  W.  Parshall,  R.  E.  Umbell 
and  others. 


Officials  of  the  United  States  geo¬ 
logical  survey,  who  are  making  a 
study  of  the  fuel  problem,  make  the 
statement  that  200,000,000  tons  of  coal 
are  being  wasted  every  year  in  the 
United  States  through  improper  min¬ 
ing  methods.  This  loss  represents 
$200,000,000  and  would  be  enough  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  country  for 
six  months. 


G.  C.  BOWMAN 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  May  28. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — There  is  scarcely 
enough  change  in  the  coal  situation 
from  week  to  week  to  supply  anything 
in  the  way  of  news.  A  few  mines  are 
running  fractional  time  in  order  to  eke 
out  steam  contracts,  and  a  little  coal  is 
being  moved  to  the  lakes  to  complete 
cargoes  which  will  be  held  in  waiting 
on  board  some  half  dozen  vessels  un¬ 
til  navigation  begins.  That  event,  it  is 
pretty  generally  conceded  now,  will  not 
take  place  much,  if  any,  before  July 
1st.  Between  now  and  that  date  there 
will  be  scarcely 'any  activity  in  the  val¬ 
ley,  from  present  appearances. 

The  late  beginning  of  the  lake  trade 
is  a  good  talking  point  with  traveling 
salesmen,  who  point  to  the  possibility 
of  shippers  being  pretty  well  tied  up 
with  their  dock  contracts  after  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  summer.  One  hears  consider¬ 
able  talk  about  orders  being  taken  for 
falll  delivery  at  from  $1.25  to  $1.35  per 
ton,  but  this  is  not  looked  upon  as  good 
business  judgment  by  the  more  solid 
concerns.  It  is  felt  that  there  is  more 
than  a  reasonable  probability  for  re¬ 
ceiving  good  prices  later  on  in  the  sea¬ 
son. 

With  no  demand  for  domestic  coal 
and  with  little  run-of-mine  being  pro¬ 
duced  in  this  field,  prices  do  not  form 
a  very  interesting  topic.  Hocking  run 
of  mine  commands,  at  its  highest  point, 
just  now,  $1.15,  and  some  of  it  is  sell¬ 
ing  as  low  as  $1,  and  possibly  lower, 
but  there  is  a  small  tonnage  moving 
at  any  figure.  West  Virginia  mine- 
run,  offered  freely  at  70  cents  and  75 
cents,  offers  too  stiff  a  competition. 
There  is,  undoubtedly,  a  better  feeling 
in  the  steam  trade,  as  people  are  daily 
placing  more  credence  in  the  general 
talk  of  industrial  revival.  If  there  has 
not  been  much  increase  in  the  volume 
of  orders  or  in  prices,  there  are  at 
least  a  greater  number  of  inquiries  than 
there  were  a  few  weeks  ago. 


Funerals  and  Employers’  Liability. 

A  new  provision  of  the  district  agree¬ 
ment  between  operators  and  miners  in 
the  Flocking  district  covers  the  much 
vexed  question  of  mines  closing  down 
to  allow  men  to  attend  funerals.  It 
provides  that,  in  case  of  fatal  accident 
at  any  mine,  the  mine  may  be  closed 
down  for  the  balance  of  the  day  when 
such  accident  occurs.  The  mine  shall 
resume  work  on  the  following  day  and 
continue  in  operation  as  usual,  includ¬ 
ing  the  day  of  the  funeral,  but  any  em¬ 
ploye  may  absent  himself  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  if  he  attends  the  funeral.  On  the 
death  of  any  employe  the  mine  shall 
continue  operations  on  the  foregoing 
conditions. 

A  provision  for  employers’  liability 
in  case  of  death  of  any  employe,  or 
member  of  his  family,  is  also  inserted 
in  this  section,  as  follows :  The  em¬ 
ployer  or  company  shall  contribute  to 
the  local  union  for  family  of  deceased : 
Employe  18  years  or  over,  or  under  18, 
if  married,  $25;  for  wife  of  employe, 
$20;  son  or  daughter,  15  to  18  years  of 
of  age,  not  son  of  employe,  $15. 
The  same  schedule  shall  be  paid  in 
case  of  any  relative  of  employe  di¬ 
rectly  dependent  upon  him  for  support. 
These  provisions  supersede  all  other 
joint  burial  condition  and  payment  by 
operators.  If  conditions  regarding 


keeping  mine  at  work  are  not  observed 
the  employers  shall  pay  nothing. 


Claim  Is  Vetoed. 

Governor  Harris  gave  an  Ohio  coal 
concern  a  jolt  when,  on  Wednesday 
last,  he  used  the  veto  power  for  the 
first  time.  The  measure  was  known  as 
the  unauthorized  deficiency  bill,  one  of 
the  items  of  which  was  an  allowance 
of  $523.23  to  the  Drake  Coal  Company 
of  Cleveland.  The  question  involved 
is  one  in  which  shippers  generally  will 
be  interested.  The  Drake  Company 
had  a  contract  for  supplying  coal  to  a 
state  institution.  During  the  strike  of 
1895  the  railroad  company  seized  twen¬ 
ty-one  cars  of  coal  which  had  been 
shipped  on  this  contract  and  the  coal 
company  was  this  much  short  on  its 
delivery.  The  trustees  went  into  the 
open  market  and  bought  coal,  at  an  ex¬ 
pense  of  $523.23  more  than  it  would 
have  cost  under  the  contract  with  the 
Drake  company  and  deducted  that 
amount  from  the  latter’s  bill.  Relief 
was  obtained  in  the  matter  by  the  com¬ 
pany  during  the  recent  session  of  the 
State  Legislature,  but  the  action  of  the 
Governor  now  makes  invalid  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  sum. 

Tidewater  Connection. 

The  extensive  improvements  proposed 
by  the  Hocking  Valley  railway  system 
in  the  way  of  reconstructing  the  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  river  at  Point  Pleasant, 
Ohio,  and  cutting  down  grades  of  the 
T.  &  O.  C.  and  the  K.  &  M.  divisions, 
mention  of  which  was  recently  made  in 
these  columns,  are  now  learned  to  have 
an  important  connection  with  the  ex¬ 
pected  early  completion  of  the  Tide¬ 
water  Railway.  Word  received  here  is 
that  the  $17,000,000  bonds,  sold  by  FI. 
H.  Rodgers  insures  that  this  road  will 
be  ready  for  operation  by  next  year, 
and  that  it  is  destined  to  play  an  im¬ 
portant  part  in  the  coal  business  of  the 
middle  west.  The  two  divisions  men¬ 
tioned  will  be  its  outlet  to  the  lakes, 
giving  the  short  route  of  3S0  miles  from 
the  heart  of  the  West  Virginia  coal 
fields  to  the  Lake  Erie  docks.  All  that 
is  necessary  to  make  this  connection, 
after  the  reconstruction  of  the  Point 
Pleasant  bridge  so  that  the  heavy  en¬ 
gines  and  trains  can  be  run  through 
on  continuous  trip,  is  the  building  of 
another  bridge  across  the  Kanawha 
river  at  Carbondale,  W.  Va. 


A  Satisfactory  Report. 

On  Tuesday  last  was  the  occasion  of 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Columbus 
Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  which 
was  held  at  headquarters  in  the  Har¬ 
rison  building,  this  city.  One  of  the 
matters  was  the  report  of  President 
Kachelmacher,  which  gave  in  detail  the 
company’s  operations  during  the  year 
and  comprised  a  showing  that  was  grat¬ 
ifying  to  the  stockholders,  in  view  of 
the  general  depressed  condition  of  the 
coal  trade  during  the  past  six  months. 
The  document  dwelt  largely  with  the 
completion  of  the  company’s  new  brick 
plant  in  the  Hocking  valley,  which  is 
now  ready  for  operation.  The  estimat¬ 
ed  cost  of  this  enterprise"  when  supple¬ 
mentary  improvements  have  been  added 
is  $1,000,000.  The  old  members  of  the 
board  of  directors,  consisting  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  were  re-elected :  N.  L.  C. 
Kachelmacher,  L.  C.  Lathrop,  Robert 
Forsythe  Little,  H.  O.  Siexas,  H.  S. 


Haskins,  T.  P.  Linn,  A.  L.  Thurman, 
C.  M.  Voorhees  and  D.  N.  Postlewaite. 
The  former  officers  were  again  selected, 
in  the  persons  of  N.  L.  C.  Kachel¬ 
macher,  president ;  L.  C.  Lathrop,  vice 
president ;  A.  L.  Thurman,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  D.  N.  Postlewaite, 
general  counsel. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

G.  W.  Coil,  of  the  Southern  Fuel 
Company,  Brushland,  W.  Va.,  was  call¬ 
ing  upon  the  coal  trade  here  on  Thurs¬ 
day  last. 

Edwin  L.  Somerville,  representing  the 
Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Company, 
Chicago,  was  a  visitor  to  Columbus 
within  the  week. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  vice  president  of  the 
W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Company,  re¬ 
turned  on  Wednesday  from  a  business 
trip  to  New  York  City. 

Robert  F,  Little,  representative  of 
the  eastern  stockholders  of  the  Colum¬ 
bus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Company, 
was  in  the  city  last  week,  attending  the 
annual  meeting  of  that  corporation. 

Cards  are  out  announcing  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  Paul  W.  Barricklow,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Colonial  Coal  & 
Supply  Company,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Morton,  of  this  city.  The  wedding- 
will  take  place  in  September. 

Jack  Taylor,  one  of  the  star  pitchers 
of  the  American  Association,  now  play¬ 
ing  with  the  Columbus  team,  is  from 
the  mining  regions  of  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley.  S.  F.  L.  Dean,  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Dean  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  this  city,  was  his  catcher  in  semi- 
professional  days. 

Charles  S.  Binns,  general  sales  agent 
of  the  Capitol  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Toledo, 
Detroit  and  other  northern  points.  It 
is  his  observation  that  the  coal  trade 
is  showing  marked  signs  of  a  revival, 
an  opinion  that  is  supported  by  some 
good  contracts  which  he  was  able  to 
close. 

E.  F.  McManigal,  of  the  New  York 
Coal  Company,  reports  150  men  at  work 
on  the  construction  of  the  big  coal 
crusher  and  washery  which  the  com¬ 
pany  will  install  at  its  mines  near  Buch- 
ted.  Mr.  McManigal  is  making  fre¬ 
quent  trips  to  the  valley  in  the  interest 
of  this  improvement,  and  expects  to  see 
it  completed  by  August  1.  It  will  have 
a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  a  day. 

B.  F.  Chapman,  president  of  the  Chap¬ 
man  Mining  Company,  is  home  from  a 
visit  to  the  northwest.  He  found  the 
docks  of  the  independent  companies 
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Our  Leaden — “Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


pretty  well  cleaned,  and  although  the 
industrial  depression  is  being  felt  very 
acutely  in  that  Section  at  the  present 
time,  the  necessity  exists  for  getting  up  ' 
a  large  domestic  tonnage  to  insure  a 
supply  that  will  meet  the  probable  emer¬ 
gencies  of  next  winter. 

David  Shcrtzer,  who  lately  disposed'*! 
of  his  interests  in  the  retail  coal  firm  of 
Jacob  Rapp  &  Co.,  has  acquired  the 
holding  of  Archibald  Hamilton  in  they 
Hamilton-Parker  Company,  a  large  fuel 
and  supply  concern  on  the  north  side. 
Mr.  Hamilton  retires  because  of  ill: 
health.  He  is  the  father  of  W.  J.  Ham¬ 
ilton,  vice  president  of  the  W.  J.  Ham 
ilton  Coal  Company,  producers  and  job¬ 
bers.  The  duties  of  general  manager 
of  the  Hamilton-Parker  Company  have 
been  assumed  by  Mr.  Shertzer. 


China’s  Coal  Supply. 

Bailey  Willis,  of  the  United  States- 
Geological  Survey,  has  just  described  in 
three  volumes  the  geological  traverse  of 
about  2,000  miles  in  north  and  central 
China  that  his  party  made  for  the  Car¬ 
negie  Institution.  He  says  that  China’s 
present  needs  require  the  working  of  all 
the  coal  fields  to  the  depths  permitted 
by  Chinese  methods,  and  that  when  the 
empire  develops  her  industries  the  pro¬ 
ductive  capacity  of  all  possible  coal 
mines  will  be  taxed.  With  her  enor¬ 
mous  necessities,  he  does  not  believe  that 
China  will  have  coal  to  export.  He  es¬ 
timates  the  total  amount  of  coal  in  north 
China  at  005,000, 000, 000  tons,  which  may 
be  100,000,000,000  tons,  more  or  less,  out 
of  the  way.  As  far  as  is  yet  known,  the 
larger  part  of  the  coal  of  China  is  in  the 
northern  fields,  and  this  estimate  of  their 
content  is  45,000,000,000  tons  less  than 
the  United  States  government  estimate 
of  the  total  amount  of  coal  in  the  Ap¬ 
palachian  fields. 


The  F  airmont  Coal  Company  and 
the  Clarksburg  Fuel  Company  has  re¬ 
stored  its  employes  in  the  Cumber¬ 
land  (  Md.)  district  to  full  time.  For 
the  last  eight  months  the  men  have 
only  been  averaging  about  -three  days 
a  week,  and  the  present  revival  is  said 
to  be  due  to  the  demand  of  trade  in 
the  lake  regions. 
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Dickson  &  Eddy 
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Hesser,  J.  T.,  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg - 
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Bldg . 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. ..... .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River- Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . 39 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  41 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  10 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  215 

Dearborn 'St . .  * 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

■  Bldg . '  45 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  5 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  Coal  Co.,  216  Dear¬ 
born  St . . . 
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Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg . .  6 
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Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg . . 
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■  Bldg . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 
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Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 
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Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. . 
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somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 
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St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  10 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co..  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg .  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co . 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg. . . . 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co..  223  Main  St _ 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co . . . 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg . 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y . 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg. 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  39 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  39 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  37 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

1  Broadway . .  36 
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Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  39 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  33 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 

Whitehall  Bldg .  38 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway .  42 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway .  39. 
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Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 
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D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 
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Blake,  C.  G., 
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&  Co .  35 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg...  37 
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Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
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Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  41 
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Bldg .  38 
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Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  4 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  4 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg . 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co . 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg. 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg.. 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  . 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.. 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co . 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  3 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  39 

Toledo — 

D  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg..  37 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  29 

F  ENNSYL VANIA. 
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Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  7 

Blacky  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  39 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg. .  37 
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Bldg .  39 
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Bldg  .  36 
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Bldg .  10 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
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Peale.  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

„  Bldg .  39 
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Bldg .  7 
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Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 
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Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co _  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co . .  37 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  6 

Fittston — 

Bowman,  C.  C. .  29 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 
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Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

.Bldg  . 
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Castner, 

Bldg. 
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C.  Reiss  &  Co . 
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Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co . . .  9 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  Sc  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  41 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 
Ave .  t 
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North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 
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St .  7 
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Droit  Bldg .  45 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 
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Montreal — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  st.,  E .  38 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Cbesa.  &  Ohio  C.  tc  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane  . 37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  6 

CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

rsos 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111 .  35 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  45 

Boilers — ■ 

Kewance  Boiler  Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill . 
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Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines, 


Iowa  . . .  36 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  43 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  34 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio...*..  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  Y’ork .  38 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _ _  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  •  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. _ 38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  36 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill .  46 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  2 
Coal  llandling  Machinery. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Co.,  St.  Louis .  47 

Dodge  Coal  Storage  Co.,  Philadelphia....  33 

Hayward  Company,  New  York .  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia .  35 

Coal  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  2 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  45 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111 .  45 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago . 35 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago . 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt,  Chicago .  35 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago . 

Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Crossing's  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  14  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Detective  Agenolee. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  44 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 
Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  4S 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland....  46 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  38 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . . .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  46 

Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  33 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  38 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Ottumwa, 

Iowa  .  43 

Stevens,  Ira  E.,  Chicago .  43 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 
Frogs. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Hoisting  Towers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 


(Continued  on  page  34.) 
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FOR  SALE — Coal  yard  located  at 

Fifty-second  and  Lake  streets,  Austin. 
Excellent  chance  for  coal  business  or 
garage.  E.  C.  Kenny,  414  Fisher  bldg. 


COAL  LAND  FOR  SALE— 1,200 

acres,  two  veins,  clean  domestic,  4  ft. 
Near  railroad.  $15.00  acre.  Address 
J.  M.  Ross,  Somerset,  Ky. 

OKLAHOMA  COAL  MINING 
PROPERTY  FOR  SALE— Or  trade, 
for  improved  Kansas  City  property  or 
Texas  land;  best  bargain  ever  offered 
in  Oklahoma  mining  property;  na¬ 
tional  lease  nearly  1,000  acres  on  main 
line  of  railroad;  best  freight  rates  and 
car  service;  highest  grade  of  coal.  Ad¬ 
dress  J.  A.  Gulick,  Scollard  building, 
Dallas,  Texas. 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  £tven 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


WANTED — First  class  mine  man 

ager.  Must  be  practical  and  capabli 
of  handling  men.  Address  G,  care  Thi 
Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — A  producing  canne 

coal  mine  on  main  line  of  railroad 
four  feet  thick,  as  good  cannel  a 
ever  came  from  the  earth,  now  get 
ting  a  car  a  day,  can  be  increase* 
without  any  outlay,  cost  60c  a  toi 
to  mine  it  and  brings  $2.50;  also  th 
mineral  rights  by  deed  on  2,500  acre 
that  has  three  feet  cannel  and  foil 
feet  bituminous,  also  lays  in  thi 
county,  and  is  within  two  miles  of 
new  railroad  now  being  graded;  price 
including  both  properties,  $5,000; 
bargain.  Address  P.  O.  Box  22,  Can 
nel  City,  Ky. 


— 


FOR  RENT — Space  in  coal  office, 

with  use  of  phone  and  desk,  Old 
Colony  building.  Address  Box  95, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position,,  by  competent 

mine  manager,  Illinois  certificate.  Can 
give  best  of  references;  desire  posi¬ 
tion  where  economical  operation  is 
appreciated.  Address  Box  99,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 

reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  super¬ 
intendent  of  coal  mines.  Twelve  years’ 
experience  as  such.  Technical  educa¬ 
tion.  Successful  record.  Best  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  82,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  prop¬ 
erty  located  in  eastern  Ohio,  about  2,000 
acres  best  Pittsburgh  No.  8  vein,  conven¬ 
iently  located  so  it  can  be  worked 
from  three  different  openings  on  three 
different  railroads,  two  openings  hav¬ 
ing  already  been  made  and  the  prop¬ 
erty  could  be  producing  from  2,000  to 
3,000  tons  in  a  very  short  time.  Price 
and  terms  right.  If  interested,  ad¬ 
dress  Box  98,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

EXPERT  SECRET  SERVICE 

operative,  speaking  all  continental 
languages,  especially  skilled  in  min¬ 
ing,  is  open  for  engagements.  Ad¬ 
dress  box  90,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

WANTED — Wholesale  coal  sales¬ 
man.  Must  be  acquainted  with  Mich¬ 
igan  trade.  Reply  with  full  informa¬ 
tion.  Address  Box  80,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 

WANTED — First-class  master  me¬ 
chanic.  Take  charge  of  large  mining 
plant.  Must  have  first-class  refer¬ 
ences.  State  salary  expected.  Ad- 
dress  Box  92,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  as  mine 

manager,  or  foreman,  by  capable  and  I 
experienced  man.  Thoroughly  up-to- 
date  in  the  economical  handling  of  a 
mine.  Understand  both  long  wall  or 
room  and  pillar  systems.  Diplomatic 
in  handling  men.  Sober  and  ener¬ 
getic.  Address  Box  96,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  to 

take  charge  of  the  jobbing  end  of 
operating  company  at  Chicago.  One 
who  knows  and  can  sell  the  Chicago 
steam  trade.  Box  97,  care  of  The 
Black  Diamond. 


TO  RENT — Coal  yard,  South  Side, 

on  Lake  Shore  railroad,  near  Engle¬ 
wood;  equipped  with  sheds,  scales, 
barn,  office,  railway  tracks,  etc.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  94,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  as  salesman 

with  producing  company,  only  for  In¬ 
diana  and  Michigan.  Six  years’  ex¬ 
perience  in  this  territory.  Address  Box 
87,  care  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  lands  in  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  Illinois,  2,000  acres,  10-foot 
vein,  on  railroad;  will  sell  portion  or 
all  on  terms,  or  will  lease  on  royalty. 
Address  Box  93,  care*  The  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — Desk  room  or  part  of 

office  by  eastern  coal  agent,  with  use 
of  phone.  Address  box  88',  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

- ^ 

PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL.  — De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C.,  April 
27,  1908.  Sealed  proposals,  plainly 
marked  on  the  outside  of  the  sealed 
envelope:  “Proposals  for  coal,’’  and 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C.,  will 
be  received  at  the  Indian  Office  until 
2  o’clock  p.  m.  of  Thursday,  May  28, 
1908,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
about  32,131  tons  of  coal  for  the  In¬ 
dian  Service  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1909.  Bids  must  be 
made  out  on  Government  blanks. 
Schedules  giving  the  quantities  want¬ 
ed,  form  of  proposal,  and  all  necessary 
instructions  will  be  furnished  upon  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Indian  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.;  to  the  Indian  ware¬ 
houses  at  New  York  City,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  and  to  the  several  In¬ 
dian  agents  and  school  superintend¬ 
ents.  C.  F.  Larrabee,  Acting  Commis- 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Piairle,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


MENTION  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 
WHEN  WRITING  ADVERTISERS 


We  Are  Authorized  to  Sell 

A  Limited  Number  of  the 

First  Mortgage 

6  Per  Cent 

Sinking  Fund  Gold  Bonds 

OF  THE 

STONE  CANON  CONSOLIDATED 
COAL  COMPANY 

Principal  Due  1920 — Interest,  March  and  Sept. 

Price  90  and  Accrued  Interest. 

Yielding  a  Yearly  Income  to  the  Investor  of 

7  Per  Cent 

With  a  Bonus  of  50  Per  Cent  in  Common  Stock. 


Some  of  the  attractive  features  of  this  proposition. 

The  only  high  grade  domestic  coal  within  one  thousand  miles  of 
San  Francisco,  where  coal  retails  for  $15.00  per  ton. 

Quality  of  coal  highly  endorsed  by  householders,  as  shown  by  many 
testimonials  on  file  in  our  office. 

A  careful  estimate  of  earnings,  after  deducting  all  fixed  charges, 
including  sinking  funds,  shows  an  amount  equal  to  20  per  cent, 
applicable  to  dividends  on  stock. 

Quality  and  quantity  of  coal,  cost  of  mining,  and  market  conditions 
reported  on  by  R.  Y.  Norris,  E.  M.,  Consulting  Engineer,  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.,  whose  report  is  on  file  in  our  office. 

500  men  now  at  work  building  railroad  and  equipping  mine.  Prop¬ 
erty  will  be  ready  to  place  coal  on  the  market  by  October  1st, 
this  year. 

Detailed  reports  and  descriptive  circulars  containing  full  and 

accurate  information  can  be  had  upon  application. 


T.  H.  Watkins  4  Co. 

Incorporated. 

Republican  Building,  Scranton,  Pa. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 

for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR.  Gta’I  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

o*  MAHTLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Cas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  &  420.  17  Battery  PIa.cs,  ...  IV KW  YORK 

Shipment3  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 


Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 


Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  O. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhom  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  9 


YOUCH  STEAM  PUMPS 


MANUFACTURED  BY 


BOYTS,  PORTER  <&,  COMPANY 


U.  9.  A. 


MINE 

PUMPS 

TANK 

PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 

PUMPS 

COMPOUND 

PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 


Size:  S0xl6x36-inch  Double  Plunger,  Wood  Lined  Mine  Pump, 
14-inch  Suction,  13-inch  Discharge. 


Electrical 
Power  Pompe 

Vertical  Detp 
Wall  Pampa 

Heavy  end  Light 
Preainra  Pompe 

Wool  Lined 
Mine  Pompe 

with 

Pot  Valve 
Water  Chamber 


Size:  8-inch  Plungers,  10-inch  Stroke,  8-inch  Suction,  6-inch  Discharge, 
SO  H.  P.  General  Electric  M.tor, 

Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumpa  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valvea.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
4  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compreased  Air  or  Electricity. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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MINE  RAILS 

12  -  16-20  LB. 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

RAIIvS 

NEW  RELAYING 

M.  K.  FRANK 

PITTSBURGH 

J|B  mm  h  FOR  SALE.  CHOICE 

DA  II  C  RE-LAYING 

■  MfJL  I  30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

H  (and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb., 

IB  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  you 
want  them  delivered.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 

FOR  SALE 

too  second  hand  mine  cars,  in  good  re¬ 
pair,  45  inches  wide,  66  inches  long,  42 
inches  high,  lor  a  26  inch  track  gauge. 

CLOVER  LEAF  niNINQ  CO. 
Coffeen,  III. 

FOR  SALE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  in.  gauge,  1H  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  III. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboat* 

H.  S.  BROWN,  Quincy.  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co.,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

• 

PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 

TO  ADVERTISERS 

j  READ  OUR 

|  WANT  COLUMN 
ON  PAGE  30 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 

HAWK  BARGAINS 
in 

RAILS 

and 

JCQIJHLMKAT' 

*r'^ELNICKER"sr;’ 

is  St.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists  7 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

W.H.D.TOTTEN,Jr. 

▼  STEEL 

1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCH ARC E  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BiDC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
i  to  yy  tons 


By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  6c  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(NASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  Uhited  State: 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turner 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway.  New  Yorl 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  a.11  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Write  to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

••Thl  A 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Detroit** 

Lubricator  i  J  t&SSj 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

Over  900,000  in  ^|§§!$ 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

Catalog  Free.  I? 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 

IN  FINANCING  GOAL  PROPERTIES 

Detroit  Iubricator  Company 

DETROIT,  U.  S.  A. 

Continued  from  page  31. 
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PAGE 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Locomotives. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  4,r> 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago.... .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass  . . .  tO 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  2 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co .  34 

Larries  (Coke). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio.... 

Lubricators. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Co.,  Detroit . 

Mining  Machines  (Electric). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio.... 

Mine  Car  Hitching!. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis 

Mo . . 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Mine  Wheels. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  47 

Motors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 


34 


42 


47 


48 


45 
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Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago 
Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Prospecting  Machinery. 

Cyclone  Drilling  Machinery  Co.,  Orr- 

ville,  Ohio  . 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill 

Pulverisers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio... 

Pumps. 

Boyts,  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa....  33 

Cook,  A.  D.,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind .  44 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Pumps  (Mine). 

Teffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Belli. 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  38 


Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa . ! 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.. 
Roofing — ■ 

Barrett  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York . 

Scales. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill..... 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa . 

Screens  (Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa - 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.. 

Screens  (Yard). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 

Shafting. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill . 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Trucks. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill . 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . . 

Weigh  Baskets. 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa - 

Wheels. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa . 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  . .  • 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis. 
Wire  Rope. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. - 

Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa . 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co . 
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The  Coal  Dealers’  Blue  Book 

Contain*  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 
Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 
Coal  ana  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

For  Details  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN  COMPANY 

Pennsylvania  Building  324  Dearborn  Street 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAQO 


IP  YOU  AR12  I\7  DU  AO  EARNEST 

about  your  business,  and  want  permanent  success  in  it,  you  must  realize  that  you  face 
different  and  harder  problems  than  ever  before  confronted  a  business  man. 

Business  is  getting  to  be  a  scientific  and  difficult  game,  or  contest,  in  which  the 
ablest  and  best  prepared  only  can  hope  to  win  anything  worth  while. 

Therefore,  if  you  are  really  in  dead  earnest,  you  will  welcome  new  helps  and  new 
ideas— indeed,  you  will  go  after  them;  and  you  will  try,  too,  to  get  them  from  successful 

men  in  different  lines  of  business,  as  well  as  in  your  own. 

That  is  why  you  ought  to  have  the  magazine  of  new  business  ideas — “BUSINESS 
AID.”  It  is  not  as  big  as  a  load  of  coal,  but  it  may  be  worth  many  times  more  to  you  for 

the  points  it  gives  in  a  nutshell  on  business  methods,  advertising,  business  law,  what 

leading  business  men  and  editors  in  different  lines  are  saying,  etc. 

It  will  be  sent  on  trial  six  months  for  50  cents,  and  with  it  will  be  sent  FREE  a 
200-page,  cloth-bound  Vest  Pocket  Webster  Dictionary  containing  30  pages  of  valuable 
miscellaneous  information. 

So,  now,  if  you  are  in  dead  earnest,  and  mean  business — mean  to  seize  every  advantage 
within  your  reach  to  get  ahead,  and  keep  there,  write  today.  If  you  are  not  more  than 
satisfied,  just  ask  for  your  money  back,  and  it  will  be  returned. 

Address  “BUSINESS  AID,"  112  Clark  street,  Chicago,  Ill. 


Cincinnati  THE  Cm  Gm  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


CHICAGO 

OldColony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


NEW  RIVER  6c  KANAWHA 


RICHMOND,  VA.  C 

Ebel  Bldg.  vUIVt 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 

1228  M  jestic  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  Qeneral  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Diagram  of  pocket  erected  for  Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.  Overhead  pock¬ 
ets  1,000  tons;  ground  storage  5,000  tons.  One  Link  Belt  elevator- 
conveyor  receives  coal  from  cars,  delivers  it  either  to 
ground  storage  or  to  bins;  also  takes  coal 
from  ground  storage  and  re¬ 
plenishes  stock  in  bins. 


Link-Belt  Retail  Coal  Pockets 

Prevent  Demurrage  Charges 

Occupy  Minimum  Space 

Provide  Maximum  Storage  Capacity 

These  facilities,  combined  with  simple 
machinery  which  handles  the  coal  with¬ 
out  breakage,  saves  to  the  dealer 
,  nearly  21c  a  ton — or  three-fourths  of 
the  expense  of  hand-shoveling. 

Write  for  Booklet  No.  47 


LINK-BELT 

COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  INDIANAPOLIS 


NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 

SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 

DENVER 

Lindrooth,  Shubart  &  Co. 


ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 

NEW  ORLEANS 
Wllmot  Machinery  Co. 


2 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  I  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 

ISLAND  CREEK” 

K.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager  f  -W" 

Mercantile  Library  Building  .SB  B  v 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  ^ 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Preparation 

From  the  model  mines  of  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Htlden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  saren  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

—  WRITE  FOR  PR  ICES  — 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office.  No.  I  Broadway.  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


MR.  WHOLESALE  COAL  DEALER 

Branch  Offices-  NEW  YORK,  PITTSBURG.  CINCINNATI.  COLUMBUS. 


Have  you  a  friend  in  the  retail  coal  business?  Ask  him  the  name  of  the 
coal  paper  he  reads.  Ask  the  purchasing  agent  of  any  large  manufac¬ 
turing  concern  the  same  question.  The  answers  you  will  receive  should 
result  in  our  getting  an  inquiry  for  advertising  rates. 

Address,  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

Old  Colony  Building,  CHICAGO 


CHRISTY  BCR  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


STEEL  SCREEN  BARS,  ALL  SIZES  IN  STOCK 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co. 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment 

Let 

Us 

Submit 
Plans 

and 

Estimates 

Wheel  with  steel  cap. 
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Trade  '  ark  Regi  rered 


THE  STANDARD  A  SYMBOL  OF 

\SMOKELESS/ 

OF  EXCELLENCE  QUALITY 


Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  THE  STANDARD 
FOR  GRADING  ALL  STEAM  FUEL  J 


c.  c. 


B. 


POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 


Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain.  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  vears. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  Ill. 

50  Congress  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal 

MAIN  OFFICE:  ARCADE  BLDG. 

1  SOUTH  15TH  STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Branch  Offices 

Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building,  Roanoke,  Va. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blyth  &  Company 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres.  WM.  BURLINQHAM,  Western  Mgr. 

71  Broadway,  New  York  Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


TRADE  ADHIRALTY  nARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  * 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


PINEY  FORK 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

■  BUILD  INC)  CHICAGO 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  wl/ML 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY  Manufacturers  of  the 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 
Furnaae  and  Foundry  Use. 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO 

DETROIT 


ST.  PAUL 

ERIE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


/\  aj  p  •  q  a  r>  I  p  qii  fq  ■■  a  m  it  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
U  m  Ci  LMr  A  DLL  DALELwIVI  AN  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  It’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BEACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


William  Marmet,  Prcst.  Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest.  Edwin  Marmet,  Vlce-Prest.  and  Gsn’l  Mgf.  v 

THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Cedar  CrOVC) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  50  Church  st.,  New  York 


L 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

IMew  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 

FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 

DAILY  CAPACITY.  14,000  TONS  OF  COKE  “New  River  Semi- Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 

COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE  without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 

produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 

Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

— - - - - Branch  Offices  :■ - . - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  618  Marquette  Bldg. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


Eagle 


Iron 

Works 


FANS  FOR  MINES 


HOISTING  AND 
HAULING  ENCINES 


Thousands  of  satisfied  users  testify  that  this  is  the  fan  that  uniformly 
gives  the  maximum  of  paying  results.  High  efficiency  without  high 
speeds.  Moderately  low  cost.  Substantially  built  for  actual  business. 
No  break  downs.  Tell  us  where  you  are  and  we’ll  show  you  one  near  you. 

ESTABLISHED  THIRTY-NINE  YEARS— Catalog. 

CRAWFORD  &  McCRIMMON  CO. 

BRAZIL,  INDIANA,  U.  S.  A. 
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Michigan  and  Indiana  Dealers  Meet  at  Detroit 

Over  Seven^Hundred  Members  Turn  Out  to  the  Record  Meeting  in  the  Association  History — President  Hobbs 
Pleads  for  Co-operation  and  Secretary  Harris  Wants  New  Members — 

J.  B  Landrum  of  Terre  Haute  is  Made  President 


The  fourteenth  annual  convention  of  the  Michi¬ 
gan  &  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association,  which 
was  held  at  Detroit,  June  3  and  4,  was  one  of 
the  best  attended  meetings  ever  held  by  that 
association.  Over  seven  hundred  names  appeared 
on  the  registration  sheets  and  nearly  all  of  these 
were  retailers. 

George  T.  Calvert  delivered  a  greeting  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Detroit  coal  merchants,  which  was 
followed  by  an  address  of  welcome  by  Mayor 
William  B.  Thompson.  James  G.  Wolf  of 
Marion,  Ind.,  responded  on  behalf  of  the  visiting 
dealers.  The  usual  opening  formalities  having 
been  completed,  the  convention  got  down  to  busi¬ 
ness.  The  next  thing  on  the  program  was 
“Reminiscences,”  by  Robert  Lake.  As  is  cus¬ 
tomary  with  this  silver  tongued  orator,  little 
attention  was  paid  to  the  subject  assigned  him 
on  the  program.  After  a  few  moments  talk 
of  a  rambling  nature  on  the  history  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  he  launched  forth  a  stream  of  adjectives 
extolling  the  merits  of  a  retail  paper.  Like  the 
patent  medicine  man  plying  his  wares,  Mr.  Lake 
could  not  see  any  merit  in  any  proposition  ex¬ 
cept  his  own  cure  all.  As  an  exhibition  of  a 
clever  piece  of  puppet  work  Air.  Lake’s  address 


was  a  decided  success.  It  was  amusing  to  see 
how  readily  Mr.  Lake  responded  when  the  man 
behind  the  scenes  pulled  the  strings.  After  being- 
compelled  to  admit  that  he  was  a  stockholder 
in  the  paper  he  was  boosting,  the  thought  oc¬ 
curred  to  Mr.  Lake  that  he  had  gone  a  little 
too  far  and  he  mentioned  that  fact  to  his  yawn¬ 
ing  audience.  It  would  be  interesting  to  learn 
whether  the  speaker  was  talking  as  Stockholder 
Lake  or  as  Retail  Coal  Dealer  Lake.  The  tone 
of  his  remarks  made  it  very  apparent  to  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  his  audience  that  he  was  talking  as 
Stockholder  Lake.  If  it  was  Mr.  Lake's  inten¬ 
tion  to  deliver  an  injudicious,  impolitic,  ill- 
timed  address,  he  succeeded  beyond  his  fondest 
expectations.  Prospective  speakers  at  the  com¬ 
ing  retail  conventions  interested  in  those  topics 
that  should  be  avoided  might  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  procure  a  copy  of  Mr.  Lake’s 
address. 

President  Hobb’s  Address. 

The  address  of  President  Hobbs  was  in  part 
as  follows : 

“Members  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail 
Coal  Association : — This  convention  marks  the 


close  of  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  work  of  the 
Michigan  ■&  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association. 
Starting  as  a  representative  of  Michigan  only, 
it  was  found  that,  after  a  few  years,  a  mutually 
profitable  and  agreeable  unicyi  could  be  made 
with  our  brethren  in  Indiana.  This  union  has 
been  productive  of  good  works  and  the  result 
has  been  all  that  its  most  earnest  advocate  could 
wish,  the  membership  at  the  present  time  being 
about  equally  divided  between  the  two  states. 
A  feeling  has  developed,  not  only  among  the 
dealers,  but  among  those  from  whom  we  purchase 
our  commodity,  that  our  interests  are  identical 
and  that  we  do  not  go  far  afield  in  our  work 
together.  It  has  become  a  growing  belief  that 
we  do  not  work  alone  either  as  a  class  or  con¬ 
sidered  as  an  entire  community.  It  has  dawned 
upon  the  hearts  of  men,  to  a  larger  degree  than 
ever  before,  that  each  is,  in  a  measure,  his 
brother’s  keeper;  that  the  prosperity  of  one  in¬ 
dicates  the  prosperity  of  all ;  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  prosperity  for  one  person  or 
class  at  the  expense  of  his  fellows ;  and  that  he 
serves  himself  best  who  serves  his  country  best. 

“This  is  the  essence  of  association  work  and  I 
believe  is  recognized  as  fully  in  our  own  asso- 
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ciation  as  in  any  other  of  which  I  have  knowl¬ 
edge. 

"The  retailer  is  more  willing  that  his  neighbor 
should  have  a  part  of  the  trade  of  the  com¬ 
munity;  the  wholesaler  is  more  tolerant  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  those  who  undertake  to 
regularly  supply  the  consumer’s  needs;  and  the 
public  recognizes  as  never  before  that  the  people 
of  our  persuasion  are  their  best  friends  and  that 
we  are  trying  to  serve  them  to  the  best  of  our 
ability  and  without  any  desire  to  take  money  or 
other  valuable  considerations  from  them  with¬ 
out  giving  due  return.  This  condition  is  brought 
about,  not  by  the  boycott,  as  I  have  had  occasion 
to  remark  heretofore,  nor  even  by  moral  suasion, 
as  that  term  is  generally  understood.  1  he  first 
named  plan  is  a  relic  of  barbarism,  while  moral 
suasion  or  peace  at  any  price,  as  it  is  some¬ 
times  called,  may  best  be  defined  by  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  a  proud  father  of  a  family  of  husky  boys 
whom  he  claimed  had  been  reared  by  moral 
suasion. 

“  ‘Do  you  mean  to  tell  me,”  said  his  gtfest, 
‘that  you  have  never  used  a  rod  in  the  bringing 
up  of  these  boys?’ 

“  ‘Sir,’  said  the  father,  ‘I  wish  you  to  under¬ 
stand  that  I  have  never  struck  one  of  these  boys 
except  in  self-defence.’ 

Defensive  Action. 

“We  do  not  contend  that  association  interests 
should  be  or  are  advanced  by  either  of  the  meth¬ 
ods  above  described.  Our  best  defense  or  offense 
is  the  following  of  such  a  line  of  conduct  as 
will  compel  the  respect  of  our  neighbors  and 
will  elevate  us  in  our  own  eyes,  that  will  cause  us 
to  fully  appreciate  the  dignity  and  importance 
of  our  calling  and  in  consequence  will  insist  upon 
the  respect  of  all  others.  We  then  go  into  the 
contest  with  clean  hands  and  are  in  a  position  to 
urge  the  justice  of  any  claim  (any  just  claim, 
as  we  will  want  to  urge  no  other)  that  we  may 
present.  We  are  learning  that  we  can  sell  coal 
without  unduly  soliciting  our  patrons.  Solicit¬ 
ing  makes  your  customer  think  you  are  making 
tenfold  more  margin  on  his  coal  than  is  possible ; 
that  you  are  working  him  as  an  easy  mark  out 
of  which  to  extract  unusual  gain ;  and  that  he 
is  so  much  of  a  benefactor  that  you  will  never 
be  able  to  repay  him,  even  though  he  should 
neglect  or  indefinitely  postpone  payment  of  the 
coal. 

“We  are  learning  that  our  energies  can  be  well 
employed  at  all  times  in  keeping  our  stock  well 
assorted  that  we  may  supply  any  usual  or  unusual 
demand ;  in  seeing  that  all  business  is  given 
prompt  attention ;  and  in  making  our  patrons 
feel  that  their  wants  have  the  personal  care  and 
attention  of  the  man  with  whom  they  are  deal¬ 
ing.  We  are  also  learning  that  we  are  each  a 
part  of  the  association,  that  its  work  is  our  work 
and  that  any  faults  which  may  develop  need  our 
individual  assistance  to  remedy  them,  that  to 
get  the  wisest  results  in  our  work  it  is  necessary 
that  each  member  make  his  influence  felt  in  our 
counsels  so  that  our  policy  as  an  association  is 
simply  a  composite  of  the  best  views  of  the  entire 
membership.  This  is  the  means  by  which  we 
secure  the  wisest  view  and  wisest  influence. 

Individual  Responsibility. 

“The  association  is  not  some  far  off  power 
ruling,  with  an  invisible  hand,  your  destinies 
whether  you  will  or  no;  but  it  is  near  on  to 
every  one  of  us  and  that  the  chief  question  is 
not,  ‘What  will  the  association  do  for  me?’ 
but  rather,  ‘What  can  I  do  for  the  association?’ 
To  make  our  organization  of  the  most  effect 
it  is  necessary  that  we  enlist  as  large  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  coal  dealers  as  possible  and  we  can  do 
no  more  effective  work  than  the  bringing  into  the 
fold  the  absent  brother  who  should  be  with  us. 

“There  are  no  places  of  preferment  in  our 
organization  other  than  the  honor  which  attaches 
to  the  offices  of  those  who  have  seen  fit  to  honor, 
but  so  far  as  material  things  are  concerned  our 
interests  are  purely  mutual  to  exist  only  on 
that  basis,  any  results  we  achieve  are  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  every  member,  and  the  work  done  in 
behalf  of  the  organization  by  its  officers  as  well 
as  by  the  individual  is  purely  a  matter  of  self- 
sacrifice.  No  salaries  are  paid  except  to  the  sec¬ 
retary,  who  puts  in  his  entire  time  and  earns 
his  money,  and  the  amount  collected  for  dues  is 


disbursed  with  a  view  to  advancing  the  interests 
of  the  organization.  You  can  do  no  work  of 
better  advantage  to  yourself,  looking  at  it  from 
the  most  personal  standpoint,  than  the  soliciting 
of  new  members — if  any  such  can  be  found  in 
your  vicinity — remembering  always  that  the  asso¬ 
ciation  member  is  as  far  ahead  of  the  one  who 
does  not  belong  and  does  not  believe  in  it,  as 
day  is  superior  to  night.” 

Secretary  Harris’  Report. 

The  report  of  Secretary  Harris  was  as  follows : 

“Mr.  President  and  Members  of  this  Associa¬ 
tion  : — Gentlemen :  Once  again  it  is  my  privilege 
to  come  before  you  in  the  capacity  of  your  secre¬ 
tary,  and  to  render  you  an  account  of  the  work 
which  has  been  entrusted  to  my  care  during  the 
last  year. 

“One  year  ago  the  membership  roster  was 
counted  to  contain  the  names  of  1,014  members, 
and  there  have  been  added  to  this  the  names  of 
101  new  members.  Offsetting  this  gain,  ninety- 
seven  names  have  been  dropped  on  account  of 
retirement  from  business,  resignation  and  non¬ 
payment  of  dues,  leaving  the  roll  as  it  stands 
today  showing  a  membership  of  1,01S. 


J.  B.  Landrum. 


“During  the  year  a  number  of  district  meet¬ 
ings  have  been  held  in  various  sections  of  the 
territory,  all  of  which  were  fairly  well  attended, 
and  the  results  of  which  have  been  highly  gratify¬ 
ing.  The  more  notable  of  these  meetings  were 
those  held  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  board  at  Kala¬ 
mazoo  in  October  and  the  mid-winter  meeting 
of  the  board  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  in  January, 
both  of  which  were  in  combination  with  district 
meetings. 

“At  the  Fort  Wayne  gathering  the  interest  in 
the  short-weight  matter  began  to  take  form,  and 
as  the  time  has  advanced  this  interest  has  de¬ 
veloped  into  an  enthusiastic  demand  for  a  remedy 
which  will  put  an  end  to  the  losses  which  are 
sustained  on  account  of  the  absence  of  care 
to  which  coal  shipments  are  subjected  by  the 
transportation  companies. 

“The  district  meetings  which  have  been  held 
have  demonstrated  beyond  a  question  of  doubt 
that  the  custom  is  a  good  one  and  well  worthy  of 
continuance. 

“Much  of  the  secretary’s  time  has  been  de¬ 
voted  to  this  feature  of  the  work  and  I  have 
endeavored  to  call  upon  as  many  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  as  it  was  practical  to  do  in  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  treasury,  and  have  visited  many 
of  the  cities  and  towns  which  were  omitted  last 
year,  in  addition  to  the  many  special  calls  which 
were  made  for  assistance  from  the  various  centers 
of  trouble. 

Irregular  Shipments. 

“While  complaints  on  this  score  have  been 
somewhat  fewer  than  last  year,  there  having  been 
but  124  as  against  167  for  the  previous  period,  a 
number  have  been  more  difficult  to  handle  for 
the  reason  that,  owing  to  deficient  information, 


much  good  time  was  lost  in  many  cases  in  an 
effort  to  locate  the  origin  of  the  shipments.  But 
1  am  pleased  to  report  that,  with  a  few  excep¬ 
tions,  the  information  was  obtained  and  most 
satisfactory  results  followed,  my  list  of  satisfied 
complaints  embracing  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the 
total  number.  A  few  items  are  still  under  in¬ 
vestigation,  but  will  without  doubt  be  worked 
out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parties  concerned. 

"A  number  of  local  exchanges  have  been  organ¬ 
ized  during  the  year  and  a  number  of  exchanges 
have  adopted  the  use  of  credit  bureaus  for  the 
protection  of  members  from  the  dangers  of  a 
too  generous  extension  of  credit  to  non-paying 
customers.  It  woidd  be  well  for  the  dealers  in 
every  city  and  town  to  investigate  the  plan  of 
these  credit  bureaus  and  to  make  use  of  this 
method  of  saving  money. 

“The  strength  of  an  organization  like  this 
must  of  necessity  be  kept  up  to  the  fullest  possible 
degree  and  to  this  end  I  would  suggest  that  a 
recruiting  office  be  established  in  every  member’s 
office,  and  that  every  member  be  especially  com¬ 
missioned  as  a  recruiting  officer  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  membership,  and  every  travel¬ 
ing  man  be  commissioned  to  round  up  the  coal 
dealers  who  are  not  members  of  the  association 
and  bring  them  into  the  fold  before  the  rigors 
of  another  winter  are  upon  us. 

“There  are  a  large  number  of  ‘strays’  on  the 
range  who,  while  they  manage  to  exist  in  a  way, 
on  the  few  benefits  which  filter  through  the  cracks 
in  the  crib,  might  just  as  well  be  inside  of  the 
‘corral’  and  get  fat  on  the  benefits  which  are  so 
plentifully  supplied  to  the  constituents  of  this 
association.  1  would  be  strongly  in  favor  of 
imitating  the  plan  of  the  Order  Kokoal  in  estab¬ 
lishing  a  prize  system,  if  such  a  plan  could  be 
made  to  stimulate  the  enlistment  of  recruits  and 
in  the  upbuilding  of  our  association. 

“I  wish  to  thank  the  officers  and  each  and 
every  member  of  the  organization  for  the  gen¬ 
erous  support  and  encouragement  which  has  been 
accorded  to  me  during  the  year  just  closed,  and 
to  assure  you  all  of  my  appreciation  of  every 
help  that  has  been  accorded  me  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  my  duties  as  your  secretary. 

v 

Financial  Statement. 


The  financial  report  of 
follows : 

Balance  on  hand  Tune  1,  1907.. 
Cash  remitted  . 

the  secretary  is  as 

. $1,173.24 

.  4,289.75 

Vouchers  drawn  . 

4,111.38 

Balance  with  treasury . 

Balance  with  secretary . 

$1,351.61 

57.00 

Total  cash  asset . 

$1,408.61 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  Wednesday  morning  session  was  taken  up 
with  a  question  box  and  round  table  discussion, 
after  which  the  election  of  officers  was  held. 
J.  B.  Landrum  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  was  re¬ 
warded  for  his  years  of  labor  in  association  work 
by  being  elected  president.  Michigan  was  given 
the  vice-presidency  by  the  election  of  Arthur 
Kraft  of  Battle  Creek.  E.  W.  Staebler  of  Ann 
Arbor  was  elected  treasurer  and  R.  E.  Harris 
was  continued  as  secretary.  The  directors  are 
J.  G.  Wolf  of  Marion,  Ind.,  Robert  Lake  of 
Jackson,  Mich.,  and  A.  B.  Meyer  of  Indianapolis, 
who  will  finish  out  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  B. 
Landrum.  Tuesday  afternoon  the  entertainment 
committee  provided  a  splendid  outing  on  the 
steamer  “Pleasure,”  which  took  the  entire  party 
down  the  river,  dinner  being  served  en  route. 
After  the  ball  game  on  Wednesday  about  100 
members  started  on  a  trip  to  the  anthracite  mines, 
going  to  Buffalo  by  boat. 

Convention  Notes. 

The  secretary’s  office  will  be  moved  to  Detroit 
from  Benton  Harbor.  It  was  decided  that  De¬ 
troit  would  be  a  more  convenient  point  from 
which  to  handle  the  business  of  the  association. 
Secretary  Harris  expects  to  be  settled  in  his  new 
quarters  about  July  1. 

Grand  Rapids  and  Saginaw  boomers  were  try¬ 
ing  to  get  the  next  convention.  Grand  Rapids 
was  a  three  to  one  shot  when  the  meeting  ad¬ 
journed.  Fort  Wayne  has  put  in  a  bid  for  the 
1910  meeting. 
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Some  of  the  wholesalers  in  attendance  voiced 
the  opinion  that  the  jobber  was  gradually  being 
eliminated  from  the  coal  business.  The  “smaller 
fry”  who  start  in  business  with  insufficient  capital 
may  find  it  difficult  to  get  a  footing  in  the  future, 
but  the  Hunter  W.  Finch  type  of  jobber  will 
always  be  a  factor  in  the  coal  business.  With 
a  good  selling  organization  and  plenty  of  capital 
there  is  just  as  much  opportunity  now  to  make 
money  jobbing  coal  as  there  was  ten  years  ago. 

Secretary  C.  C.  Johnston,  of  the  Wholesale  & 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio,  was  an 
interested  observer  at  all  the  sessions  of  the  con¬ 
vention.  (Mr.  Johnston  is  filling  the  office  of 
secretary  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned 
and  if  given  the  proper  support  he  will  build  up 
an  association  in  Ohio  that  will  compare  favor¬ 
ably  with  the  organizations  of  like  character  in 
neighboring  states. 

Our  old  friend  J.  S.  Van  Epps  came  over  from 
Cleveland  to  root  for  Lajoie’s  men  against  the 
Detroit  Tigers.  Van’s  rooting  is  of  the  efficient 
variety,  as  he  was  able  to  keep  the  Cleveland 
team  in  the  lead  for  seven  innings.  At  the  end 
of  the  seventh  it  was  time  for  the  party  to  leave 
for  the  boat,  and  as  soon  as  Van’s  rooting  was 
not  heard  the  Clevelands  succumbed  to  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  Detroit  team  and  were  beaten  out 
in  the  ninth  inning  by  a  score  of  2  jo  1. 

Inquiry  was  made  by  several  Kokoalers  as  to 
who  would  be  the  next  Imperial  Modoc  of  the 
Order  Kokoal.  It  was  the  consensus  of  opinion 
that  the  office  should  come  west  this  year,  giving 
the  east  the  office  again  in  1909.  J.  S.  Van  Epps 
of  Cleveland,  with  his  pleasing  personality,  wide 
acquaintance  with  both  wholesalers  and  retailers 
and  his  ability  as  a  public  speaker,  would  make 
an  ideal  candidate.  Cleveland  Kokoals  should 
appoint  a  committee  to  call  and  see  the  genial 
“Van”  and  get  his  consent  to  make  the  race. 
The  Order  will  go  a  long  ways  before  it  will  be 
able  to  find  a  man  better  qualified  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  than  “J.  S.” 

C.  H.  Van  Cleef,  representing  the  Cincinnati 
Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company  and  the 
Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  was  one  of 
twenty-seven  members  of  the  trade  to  come  from 
Indianapolis.  The  Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  is  the  retail  department  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas  Coke.  Coal  &  Mining  Company. 

E.  J.  Corbett,  in  speaking  of  market  condi¬ 
tions,  says  that  in  his  opinion  we  are  going  to 
have  a  good  fall  and  winter’s  business,  with 
high  prices  very  much  in  evidence.  He  figures 
that  a  car  scarcity  is  sure  to  come,  as  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  making  no  repairs  whatever  on  their 
idle  equipment  and  that  at  least  fifty  per  cent 
of  their  coal  cars  are  in  such  shape  that  they 
could  not  be  gotten  ready  for  shipment  of  coal 
before  1909.  It  is  “E.  J.’s”  advice  not  to  wait 
too  long  before  getting  some  coal  and  his  calcu¬ 
lations  are  not  as  radical  as  they  may  seem  if 
the  situation  is  closely  analyzed. 

C.  B.  Grandy  and  Arthur  Ainsworth  of  Grand 
Rapids  gave  a  dinner  party  to  a  number  of 
friends  on  Tuesday  evening  aboard  their  staunch 
ship  “Good  Time,”  which  made  the  trip  up  the 
Detroit  river  under  the  guidance  of  Captain 
Ainsworth  and  First  Mate  Grandy. 

Tom  Haskett  was  one  of  the  very  few  Chi¬ 
cagoans  who  were  in  attendance.  Dearborn  street 
is  retrenching  and  many  salesmen  were  missed 
who  were  looked  upon  as  regulars  in  the  past. 

Hunter  W.  Finch  had  very  convenient  quar¬ 
ters  in  the  Cadillac  directly  opposite  the  con¬ 
vention  room.  All  dealers  in  attendance  were 
presented  with  an  attractive  watch  fob  with  the 
compliments  of  Mr.  Finch. 

The  United  Coal  yards  proposition,  which  is 
being  fathered  by  Walter  J.  Scully,  created  con¬ 
siderable-  discussion.  It  seems  to  a  man  up  a 
tree  that  the  dealers  are  unduly  excited  over  this 
matter.  Mr.  Scully  may  be  getting  consider¬ 
able  business  now,  but  it  is  only  a  question  of 
time  when  he  will  be  compelled  to  get  his  prices 
up  on  a  par  with  the  other  dealers  in  the  towns 
where  he  has  located  yards.  It  is  a  good  “ad” 
to  sell  coal  or  any  other  commodity  at  cost  or 
even  below  cost  when  a  firm  is  trying  to  open 
up  a  business,  but  after  the  introduction  period 
is  over  the  ordinary  business  man  will  get  his 
prices  up  to  a  profitable  basis  unless  he  is  a 
philanthropist.  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have 
not  learned  that  Mr.  Scully  has  a  library  fund 
a  la  Carnegie,  so  it  is  up  to  the  dealer  to  hold 


his  head  and  this  tempest  in  a  teapot  is  bound 
to  adjust  itself. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  Company,  came  up  from  Cincinnati  to 
make  the  dealers  a  proposition  of  putting  coal 
into  United  Coal  Yards  towns  at  a  price  that 
would  make  it  very  warm  competition  for  United 
yards.  A  meeting  of  the  Logansport  dealers  will 
be  held  shortly  and  Mr.  Benedict’s  proposition 
will  be  thoroughly  discussed.  Practically  the 
same  proposition  was  made  by  J.  W.  Dawson, 
general  manager  of  the  Kelly’s  Creek  colliery. 

Venable  Johnson,  sales  agent  of  the  W.  R. 
Johnson  Coal  Company,  reports  a  good  demand 
at  fair  prices  for  their  Kanawha  gas  and  splint 
coals.  Mr.  Johnson  has  made  an  excellent  record 
for  himself  since  opening  his  Detroit  office,  and 
every  indication  points  to  thr  continuance  of  his 
successful  record. 

J.  F.  Orndorff,  northern  sales  agent  of  the 
Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  with 
headquarters  in  Detroit,  was  formerly  manager 
of  the  Chicago  office  of  this  company.  He  has 
gone  back  on  Chicago  as  being  a  desirable  place 
to  live  and  says  he  thinks  Detroit  could  not  be 
improved  upon  in  that  respect. 


New  England  Excursion. 

New  York,  June  4. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Secretary  F.  G.  Humphrey,  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  of  the  New  England  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  has  about  completed 
plans  for  an  excursion  of  the  members  of  the 
association,  as  follows:  The  party  will  leave 
Jersey  City,  by  special  train,  on  Tuesday 
morning,  June  16.  At  Mauch  Chunk  a  trip 
over  the  switchback  road  will  be  taken.  This 
is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  workings  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  and  while 
at  Mauch  Chunk  the  dealers  will  be  the  guests 
of  this  company.  Luncheon  will  be  served 
there,  after  which  they  will  take  the  train  for 
Wilkes-Barre,  where  the  night  will  be  spent. 
After  dinner  the  party  will  adjourn  to  an  as¬ 
sembly  room,  where  the  evening  will  be  spent 
in  listening  to  papers,  speeches,  and  round¬ 
table  talk. 

On  Wednesday  the  plan  is  to  visit  the  work¬ 
ings  and  breakers  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes- 
Barre  Coal  Company  in  the  vicinity  of  Wilkes- 
Barre  as  guests  of  that  company.  The  narty 
will  leave  Wilkes-Barre  at  4  p.  m.  for  Potts- 
ville.  where  the  night  will  be  spent.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  Thursday,  the  party  will  visit 
the  mines  of  the  Philadelohia  &  Reading  Coal 
&  Iron  Company  near  Pottsville.  These  mines 
are  of  the  class  known  as  “Strippings,”  or 
surface  mines.  While  at  Pottsville  the  narty 
will  be  the  guests  of  the  Philadelphia  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  8c  Tron  Company.  The  party  will 
leave  for  Philadelphia,  arriving  there  about 
9  n.  m. 

Friday  will  be  spent  in  siMit-seeine  in  Phila- 
delohia.  as  guests  of  the  Madeira-Hill  Com- 
nany.  Leave  Philadelphia  at  2  p.  m.,  arriv¬ 
ing  at  New  York  at  4  p.  m..  making  a  four 
days’  trip,  which  presents  attractions  that 
should  be  interesting  to  anyone  engaged  in 
the  coal  business. 


The  Maine  Association. 

The  announcement  has  been  made  that  the 
Maine  State  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  with 
headouarters  at  Bath,  Me.,  has  arranged  for  an 
excursion  to  Rangelev  Lakes  on  June  27.  This 
resort  is  located  on  the  Maine  Central  road,  and 
it  is  desired  that  all  members  of  the  association 
who  expect  to  take  advantage  of  the  conditions 
shall  take  the  earlv  morning  train  for  the  resort. 
This  train  will  arrive  at  Osauossoo  at  about  noon, 
when  the  passengers  will  chanee  to  a  steamer 
and  cross  the  lake  to  the  resort  proper,  where 
dinner  will  be  served  at  about  one  o’clock 

Owinp-  to  an  arrangement  with  the  Maine 
Central  Railroad  it  is  necessarv  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  association  and  friends  shall  take 
the  earlv  morning  train,  because  the  passengers 
on  that  train  will  determine,  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  rates  to  be  paid.  While  the  nartv  will  move 
to  the  lake  practically  in  a  body  the  railroad 
gives  considerable  latitude  on  the  return  iourney. 
die  tickets  being  good  to  return  at  any  time  until 
Julv  4  on.  either  morning,  noon  or  evening  trains 
going  by  way  of  Farmington.  Tt  is  expected  that 


a  number  of  the  dealers  will  arrange  to  spend 
their  vacation  at  the  Rangeley  Lake  resort,  and 
for  that  reason  the  officers  of  the  association 
have  arrived  at  an  understanding  with  the  resort 
officials  that  the  members  of  the  association  shall 
get  the  benefit  of  low  rates  for  small  steamers 
and  other  boats  for  side  trips. 

Some  of  the  rates  which  are  to  be  charged  by 
the  railroad  are  as  follows:  Portland,  Wood- 
fords,  Deering  Junction,  Brunswick  and  Bath, 
$5.50;  Rockland,  $7.00;  Gardiner,  Augusta  and 
Waterville,  $6.25;  Skowhegan,  $6.75;  Newport, 
$7.25 ;  Bangor  and  Belfast,  $7.50 ;  Lewiston 
(Upper)  and  Auburn,  $5.00;  Leeds  Junction, 
$5.25 ;  Winthrop,  $5.75 ;  Lisbon  Falls,  $4.00. 

The  committee  which  has  had  the  oversight 
of  all  the  arrangements  for  this  excursion  is  com¬ 
prised  of  Frank  S.  Wingate,  president,  Hallo- 
well  ;  Henry  F.  Merrill,  Portland ;  and  Edward 
W.  Larrabee,  secretary,  Bath.  It  is  desired  that 
all  the  members  of  the  association  who  intend 
to  take  advantage  of  this  excursion  shall  notify 
Mr.  Larrabee  by  postal  card. 


Convention  in  Chicago. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Illinois  fk  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  hold 
the  thirteenth  annual  convention  at  Chicago  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  July  8  and  9.  It  was 
also  decided  to  hold  this  convention  at  the  Lex¬ 
ington  hotel,  which  was  the  scene  of  the  last 
annual  convention. 

The  board  appointed  as  a  committee  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  program  and  to  arrange  for  entertain¬ 
ment,  President  Wilbur  and  Secretary  Lukens. 
Although  the  speakers  have  not  yet  been  decided 
upon,  it  has  been  arranged  that  the  following 
topics  will  be  discussed  by  those  who  are  capable 
of  handling  them : 

“What  is  the  least  gross  margin  a  retail  coal 
dealer  can  handle  coal  for?” 

“Has  the  retail  dealer  a  moral  or  legal  right 
to  refuse  merchantable  coal  sent  him  on  his 
order?” 

“What  is  legitimate  soliciting?” 

“Car  Service  Association  Rules.” 

“How  can  we  educate  the  consumer  to  lay  in 
a  supply  of  coal  during  the  summer  months?” 

‘‘How  can  the  retailer  collect  his  short-weight 
claims?” 

“Exchange  of  information  as  to  credits.” 

“Fraternal  spirit  among  coal  dealers.” 

“Keeping  a  systematic  account  so  as  to  tell 
how  much  it  costs  per  ton  to  do  business.” 


Iowa^Club’s  -  Picnic 

I  lie  program  has  been  issued  for  the  third  an 
nual  picnic  of  the  North  Iowa  Coal  Club,  to  be 
held  at  Clear  Lake,  Iowa,  on  June  19.  At  a  lit¬ 
tle  after  9  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  arrangements  has  prepared  a  band  concert 
in  the  park,  which  will  be  followed,  at  10  o’clock, 
by  a  boat  trip  around  the  lake,  landing  at  Oak- 
wood  Park. 

At  that  point  the  formal  ceremonies  of  the  day 
will  be  held,  an  address  of  welcome  being  de¬ 
livered  by  Mayor  L.  G.  Hollister,  to  which  there 
will  be  a  response  by  President  Mott  of  the 
North  Iowa  Coal  Club.  Gardiner  H.  Reeves, 
secretary  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  has  been  invited  to  be  present 
and  deliver  a  short  address,  which  he  has  con¬ 
sented  to  do,  and  ’there  will  also  be  a  short  talk 
by  H.  L.  Laird,  secretary  of  the  Iowa  &  Nebraska 
Coal  Dealers’  Association.  It  is  evident  that 
none  of  the  speeches  is  to  be  long,  because  the 
time  allotted  for  the  formal  program  is  only  one 
and  a  half  hours,  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
there  will  be  music  by  the  lake  band  and  an 
open  air  banquet. 

In  the  afternoon  a  ball  game  will  be  played 
between  the  nines  selected  from  the  wholesalers 
and  the  retailers,  the  prize  being  a  box  of  cigars. 
Other  sports  of  various  kinds  will  be  indulged  in. 
including  a  water  carrying  contest,  a  ribbon  cut¬ 
ting  contest  for  the  ladies,  a  fat  men’s  race  Ru¬ 
men  of  two  hundred  pounds  or  over,  a  misses’ 
foot  race,  and  a  rowing  race.  At  5 :30  o’clock 
the  boats  will  leave  Oakwood  Park  for  Clear 
Lake,  and  at  7 :30  o’clock  there  will  be  a  band 
concert. 
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Sunday  Creek  Company  Is  Completely  Reorganized. 


William  Kelsey  Field  is  Made  President  When  the  Hocking  Valley  Railroad  Turns  the  Controlling  Interest  over 
to  the  Central  Trust  Company  of  New  York — The  Latter  Action  Conforms  the  Concern’s  Status 
to  the  Demands  of  the  Hepburn  Law — No  Other  Changes  Made. 


The  Sunday  Creek  Company  was  reorgan¬ 
ized  at  the  meeting  held  in  Columbus  on  Mon¬ 
day  afternoon.  The  annual  meeting  does  not 
occur  until  June  26,  at  which  time  a  reorgani¬ 
zation  might  have  been  expected.  The  cause 
for  the  hasty  action  in  reorganization  was  a 
complete  change  of  ownership  of  the  concern 
to  conform  to  the  Hepburn  amendment  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  act. 

Up  to  now  the  control  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company  has  rested  in  the  Hocking  Valley 
Railway  Company,  but,  by  a  recent  maneuver, 
the  holdings  of  the  Hocking  Valley  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Central  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York  and  this,  of  course, 
made  necessary  a  complete  change  in 
the  organization.  Horace  L.  Chapman, 
who  has  been  president — much  against 
his  wish — since  the  resignation  of  John 
H.  Winder  last  year,  refused  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  active  control  of  the  company 
after  the  1st  of  June.  He  did  not  want 
to  remain  as  the  active  head  of  the 
concern  until  June  26,  so  the  board  of 
directors  met,  on  Monday,  to  select 
his  successor,  naming  William  Kelsey 
Field  as  the  new  president.  This  set¬ 
tled  the  question  which  has  been  one 
of  the  utmost  interest  to  the  entire  coal 
trade  for  a  matter  of  six  months  or 
more.  When  Mr.  Winder  resigned 
from  the  Sunday  Creek  Company  to 
take  the  position  with  the  Clinchfield 
Coal  Corporation  many  conjectures 
were  indulged  in  as  to  who  would  be 
his  successor.  It  was  not,  at  that  time, 
considered  possible  to  obtain  the  serv¬ 
ices  of  Mr.  Field  for  this  position  be¬ 
cause  he  was  already  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  inter¬ 
ests  and  was  in  such  high  favor  with 
that  concern  that  his  appointment  to 
the  presidency  was  left  entirely  out  of 
consideration. 

William  Kelsey  Field,  the  new  presi¬ 
dent,  has  had  a  most  interesting  career 
in  the  coal  trade.  He  first  made  him¬ 
self  known  to  the  business  world  in 
connection  with  the  old  Scioto  Valley 
Railroad  Company,  a  small  line  in  the 
southern  part  of  Ohio.  He  occupied 
the  position  there  of  superintendent  of 
transportation.  Some  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years  ago  he  resigned  this  post 
to  take  a  position  with  the  St.  Paul  & 
Western  Coal  Company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  St.  Paul.  He  represented 
that  company  for  a  number  of  years, 
being  its  vice-president.  It  was  only 
five  years  ago  or  such  a  matter  that  he 
moved  his  headquarters  to  Columbus,  O., 
where  he  became  vice-president  of  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company.  Up  to  this  time 
his  connection  with  the  coal  trade  had  been 
that  of  a  salesman.  His  first  connection  with 
the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  was  in 
the  sales  department.  Through  this  branch  of 
the  business  he  had  become  so  familiar  with 
the  coal  trade  that  he  instinctively  knew  that 
certain  operating  policies  must  be  followed  if 
the  coal  was  to  be  properly  prepared  and  eco¬ 
nomically  produced  to  give  the  salesmen  the 
right  kind  of  latitude  in  the  field  to  meet  com¬ 
petition  of  other  companies.  This  naturally 
suggested  to  Mr.  Field  that  to  complete  his 
equipment  as  a  salesman  he  ought  to  under¬ 
stand  the  best  operating  methods  and  he  be¬ 
gan  studying  production. 

It  happens  that  the  one  thing  the  coal  trade 
is  most  in  need  of  today  is  good  operating  of¬ 
ficials.  The  president  of  one  of  the  big  west¬ 
ern  producing  companies,  a  short  time  ago, 
declared  that  if  he  could  get  a  good  operating 
man — one  who  would  produce  results  and  keep 
the  cost  of  producing  coal  down — he  would  be 


willing  to  make  an  addition  to  his  staff,  the 
amount  of  salary  demanded  being  absolutely*, 
no  consideration.  Mr.  Field,  as  soon  as  he  began 
studying  operating  conditions,  showed  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  coal  trade  in  general  that 
his  services  were  soon  required  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  in  an  operating  capacity  and  he  devoted 
himself  to  that  end  almost  to  the  exclusion 
of  his  interests  in  the  sales  department  of  the 
company.  It  was  only  a  few  months  ago  that 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  which  is  the 
parent  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 
realized  that  Mr.  Field  had  reached  a  point  in 


operating  knowledge  where  they  could  use  his 
services  to  a  better  advantage  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  mines.  In  consequence  his  head¬ 
quarters  were  transferred  to  Pittsburgh  and 
he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  being  given  complete  charge  of 
operation.  At  the  same  time  he  was  elected 
the  president  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Company, 
remaining  also  in  charge  of  operation  of  that 
plant.  A  sales  manager  was  appointed  to  take 
care  of  the  market  end  of  the  business.  He 
has  filled  this  position  only  a  comparatively 
few  months  and  now  he  is  called  to  Columbus, 
where  his  family  is  still  located,  to  take  charge 
of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company.  It  is  definite¬ 
ly  announced  that  he  will  have  charge  of  the 
operating  end  of  that  concern,  not  bothering 
himself  much  with  the  sales  department. 

The  announcement  comes  from  Columbus 
that  H.  H.  Heiner,  who  has  been  vice-presi¬ 
dent  in  charge  of  sales,  and  M.  D.  Monsarrat. 
who  has  been  vice-president  and  manager  of 
mines,  will  remain  as  officials  in  their  present 
capacities. 


The  directors  elected  were  Horace  L.  Chap¬ 
man,  S.  P.  Bush,  E.  L.  Cole,  E.  A.  Cole, 
H.  H.  Heiner,  N.  D.  Monsarrat  and  W.  F, 
Hoffman  of  Columbus,  C.  L.  Poston  of  Athens 
and  John  R.  Turner  of  Jersey  City. 

The  deal,  by  which  the  control  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  was  transferred  to  the  Central  Trust 
Company  of  New  York,  was  arranged  by 
James  H.  Hoyt,  the  corporation  attorney  of 
Cleveland,  who  is  now  practically  in  financial 
charge  of  the  company.  Mr.  Hoyt  has  been 
attorney  for  the  Sunday  Creek  Company  and 
is  also  general  counsel  for  the  Hocking  Valley 
Railway  and  the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Cen¬ 
tral  Railway,  for  both  of  which  he  also 
is  vice-president. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Company  was 
formed  from  a  consolidation  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Coal  Company,  the  Kanawha 
and  Hocking  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Company, 
the  Ohio  Land  &  Railway  Company, 
the  Continental  Coal  Company,  the 
Boston  Coal,  Dock  &  Wharf  Company 
and  the  Buckeye  Coal  &  Railway  Com¬ 
pany.  It  has  a  capitalization  of  $4,- 
000,600,  of  which  $3,751,000  is  out¬ 
standing.  Practically  all  of  this  stock 
was  owned  by  the  Hocking  Valley 
Railway  Company  until  its  transfer  last 
week  to  the  Central  Trust  Company  of 
New  York. 

The  bonded  debt  of  the  company 
consists  of  $307,000  of  six  per  cent  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Coal  Company  bonds  due 
in  1951.  The  bonds  of  the  Continental 
nany  five  per  cent  bonds  due  in  1944; 
$2,398,000  of  Continental  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  five  per  cent  bonds  due  in  1952, 
and  $3,038,000  of  Kanawha  &  Hocking 
Coal  Company  five  per  cent  bonds  due 
in  1951.  The  bonds  of  the  Continental 
and  the  Kanawha  &  Hocking  are  guar¬ 
anteed  principal  and  interest  by  the 
Hocking  Valley  Railway  Company. 

The  properties  of  the  company  em¬ 
brace  84,000  acres  of  leased  land  and 
16,000  acres  owned  in  fee  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  valley  and  the  Kanawha  district  of 
West  Virginia,  with  over  100  mines  in 
active  operation.  The  company  earned 
gross  for  the  year  ended  March  3, 
1907,  $4,580,420. 

Conjecture  becomes  active  now  and  the 
daily  press  leans  to  the  opinion  that  Mr. 
Field  was  selected  president  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  the  direct  purpose  of  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  consolidation  of  the  two  con¬ 
cerns.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowl¬ 
edge  that  such  an  undertaking  was  seri¬ 
ously  considered  a  year  ago.  Mr.  Winder,  then 
president  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  was  to 
have  been  president  of  the  combination.  The 
intention  was  also  to  include  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 

Now  that  the  Sunday  Creek  Company  has 
been  divorced  from  the  Hocking  Valley  Railway 
Company  and  the  Monongahela  reorganized  the 
way  has  been  paved  for  a  combination  if  one  is 
desired.  Naturally  nothing  authoritative  is  said 
on  the  subject,  but  conjecture  is  active  and  seems 
more  or  less  intelligent. 


Knoxville  advices  are  that  within  thirty  days 
construction  work  will  be  resumed  on  the  South¬ 
ern  Railway.  This  is  an  important  matter  in  re¬ 
gard  to  coal  for  railroad  use.  Before  the  construc¬ 
tion  work  ceased,  there  was  constantly  heavy 
traffic  in  materials  for  construction  which  called 
for  large  consumption  of  coal  on  the  part  of  the 
road.  Another  indication  of  increased  demand 
for  railroad  purposes  is  that  there  is  beginning  to 
be  felt  a  heavy  movement  of  melons,  peaches  and 
general  fruits  from  the  south  to  the  north. 


William  Kelsey  Field. 
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Problem  of  Coal  Production  During  the  Summer 

The  Loss  Attendant  Might  be  Eliminated  if  Consumers  Could  be  Educated  to  Buy  a  Portion  of  Their  Needs,  Being 
Induced  by  a  Price  or  Rate  Reduction — Danger  of  Another  Shortage  is  Imminent — 

Transportation  a  Big  Problem 


Two  big  questions  have  been  confronting  the 
coal  trade  all  over  the  United  States  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  It  seems  that  the  importance  of 
both  has  been  increased  materially  in  the  last 
year  or  so.  One  of  these  is  that  of  supplying 
the  public  with  coal  during  the  winter  and  the 
other  is  the  profit  which  coal  companies  can  ob¬ 
tain  from  their  operations. 

For  a  time  it  has  seemed  to  be  the  patriotic 
duty  of  the  coal  companies  to  continue  opera¬ 
tions  during  the  summer  to  permit  the  storing 
of  such  coal  as  would  assure  a  constant  supply 
throughout  the  winter  months.  At  the  same 
time  it  has  appeared,  to  some  coal  operators, 
that  the  only  proper  economic  course  for  them 
to  pursue  this  year  would  be  to  suspend  pro¬ 
duction  for  a  while  that  profits  might  become 
possible. 

So  much  has  been  said  upon  this  subject  that 
The  Black  Diamond  communicated  some  time 
ago  with  a  number  of  the  largest  producers 
throughout  the  United  States,  asking  their  po¬ 
sition  on  the  question  of  suspending  operations 
during  the  summer  months.  It  soon  developed 
that  a  number  of  other  and  far  more  important 
questions  intruded  themselves  which  demanded 
an  answer. 

The  result  of  the  inquiry  shows  very  clearly 
that  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  for  the  coal 
companies  of  the  United  States  to  suspend  oper¬ 
ations  on  domestic  coal  for  any  part  of  the 
summer.  This  apparently  assures  *  the  public 
of  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal  provided  the  pub¬ 
lic  takes  the  precaution  to  move  it  from  the 
mines  to  points  of  consumption  where  it  will 
be  most  needed  in  the  winter.  But  this  does  not 
assure  the  producing  companies  the  profits  which 
they  ought  to  have  from  the  conduct  of  their 
business  and  apparently  some  other  method  will 
have  to  be  introduced  which  will  safeguard  the 
interests  of  the  producing  companies. 

Pertinent  Questions. 

The  inquiries  which  The  Black  Diamond 
made  of  the  various  coal  companies  included  first 
the  proportion  of  the  year’s  domestic  coal  out¬ 
put  that  was  mined  in  the  summer;  second, 
whether  that  same  amount  of  coal  could  be  pro¬ 
duced  during  the  consuming  months  if  mines 
were  shut  down  in  the  summer;  third,  whether 
there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  full 
quota  of  miners  in  the  fall  after  the  summer 
shut  down;  fourth,  whether  the  shutting  down 
of  domestic  production  would  curtail  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  other  grades  of  coal  required  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  time;  and,  fffth,  whether  the  operators 
could  really  make  money  by  discontinuing  do¬ 
mestic  production  during  the  summer  months. 

The  inquiry  developed  the  fact  that  only  one 
big  company,  which  produces  domestic  coal  ex¬ 
clusively,  endeavors  to  shut  down  during  the 
summer  months.  It  might  be  said  incidentally 
that  this  one  company  is  located  a  very  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  one  of  tfie  large  cities  of  the  United 
States  and  finds  a  market  for  its  entire  output 
in  that  immediate  territory.  Only  one  other 
company  endeavors  to  suspend  operations  in  do¬ 
mestic  coal  during  the  summer  months  and  it 
was  found  that  the  domestic  coal  output  of  this 
concern  amounted  to  only  five  per  cent  of  the 
total  production.  The  other  companies  made 
the  statement  that  they  continued  to  produce 
from  most  of  their  mines  during  the  entire 
summer,  although,  of  course,  a  great  many  of 
them  ran  only  a  few  days  a  week,  whereas 
during  the  winter  they  endeavored  to  run  all  of 
the  time.  It  was  found,  in  most  instances,  that 
the  production  of  domestic  coal  is  coincident  with 
the  production  of  steam  coal  and  consequently 
that  a  shut  down  of  domestic  production  would 
also  cause  a  suspension  of  steam  production, 
which  naturally  is  out  of  the  question  in  the 


summer  months  if  the  manufacturing  interests 
are  to  be  supplied  with  fuel. 

Railroads  a  Factor. 

As  to  whether  the  companies  could  produce 
the  same  tonnage  during  the  consuming  months 
as  is  at  present  produced  in  the  twelve  months 
of  the  year,  the  reply  was  to  have  been  expected. 
Almost  without  exception  the  producing  com¬ 
panies  declared  that  this  depended  entirely  upon 
the  supply  of  railroad  equipment  available  for  the 
movement  to  the  market  at  tke  time  of  the  pro¬ 
duction.  It  zcas  demonstrated  very  clearly  by 
over  ninety  per  cent  of  the  replies  that  the 
railroads  in  various  territories  are  equipped  to 
handle  coal  on  the  assumption  that  the  produc¬ 
tion  is  going  to  continue  the  year  around.  If 
it  were  endeavored  to  suspend  production  during 
the  summer  months  or  cut  off  practically  one- 
fourth  of  the  supply,  during  June,  July  and  Au¬ 
gust,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  railroads  to 
have  twenty-five  per  cent  additional  equipment 
to  handle  the  coal  between  the  first  of  September 
and  the  first  of  June. 

Most  of  the  operators  declared  that  it  was 
almost  an  impossibility  for  the  railroads  in  their 
particular  territories  to  get  enough  cars  for  the 
transportation  of  such  coal  as  is  moved  today 
during  the  winter  months,  to  say  nothing  of  sup¬ 
plying  enough  equipment  to  move  the  additional 
coal  that  would  have  to  be  carried  in  the  winter 
months  if  the  mines  suspended  operations  in  the 
summer. 

The  operators  who  were  approached  on  the 
question  of  suspension  during  the  summer  were 
almost  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  trans¬ 
portation  conditions  in  the  country  today  would 
prohibit  such  a  practice.  In  fact,  most  of  the 
producers  lean  to  the  other  side  and  favor  an 
increase  of  production  during  the  summer 
months  if  the  other  factors  in  the  trade  can  be 
prevailed  upon  to  do  their  part,  namely,  to  take 
care  of  the  coal  that  is  produced  during  that  per¬ 
iod.  They  would  prefer  to  have  as  much  coal 
as  possible  moved  at  a  time  when  transportation 
conditions  are  the  most  satisfactory  and  leave 
the  minimum  movement  for  the  time  when 
transportation  conditions  are  surrounded  by  the 
greatest  difficulties.  The  reverse  of  this,  of 
course,  would  be  necessary  if,  in  order  to  save 
profits,  the  producing  companies  were  to  suspend 
operations  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Labor  Element. 

In  regard  to  obtaining  a  full  quota  of  miners 
when  work  was  resumed  after  the  shut  down  a 
majority  of  the  operators  took  the  negative  po¬ 
sition.  They  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  coal  miner  is  an  uncertain  quantity  to  begin 
with  and  a  most  unsatisfactory  entity  with  which 
to  deal.  The  miner’s  lack  of  thrift  is  almost  pro¬ 
verbial.  He  is  disposed  at  all  times  to  spend  all 
of  his  earnings  as  soon  as  he  comes  into  pos¬ 
session  of  them.  He  makes  no  allowance  what¬ 
ever  for  a  rainy  day  and  in  case  he  is  thrown  out 
of  one  employment  he  must,  of  necessity,  find 
some  other  to  take  its  place.  If  the  coal  mines 
producing  domestic  coal  were  shqt  down  during 
the  summer  the  coal  miners  would  scatter  into 
various  other  trades.  When  it  came  time  for  the 
resumption  of  work  in  the  fall  most  of  the  mine 
operators  believe  it  would  be  almost  an  impos¬ 
sibility  to  obtain  such  a  supply  of  men  as  would 
be  necessary  for  even  the  production  of  the  nomi¬ 
nal  amount  of  coal,  to  say  nothing  of  getting  a 
sufficient  number  of  miners  to  produce  the  in¬ 
creased  amounts  of  coal  that  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  during  the  winter  months.  On  that  ac¬ 
count,  if  for  no  other  reason,  the  shutting  down 
of  domestic  coal  mines  in  the  summer  months 
is  declared  to  be  absolutely  out  of  the  question. 

With  reference  to  the  cessation  of  domestic 
production  and  its  effect  on  the  production  of 


other  grades  of  coal,  it  has  been  found  that 
most  of  the  coal  companies  produce  the  domestic 
coal  simultaneously  with  the  steam  coals.  Con¬ 
sequently  it  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  stop 
the  production  of  domestic  coal  without  also 
shutting  off  the  production  of  steam  coal.  This, 
of  course,  could  not  be  thought  of  unless  the 
manufacturers  would  also  shut  down  in  the 
summer  months. 

Profits  of  Operators. 

The  question  of  profits  for  the  coal  operator 
is  one  of(the  most  difficult  to  solve.  It  is  real¬ 
ized  by  a  great  many  producers  that  the  loss  en¬ 
tailed  by  the  summer  production  reduces  profits 
for  the  entire  year  to  a  point  where  a  good  many 
honestly  believe  there  is  not  enough  money 
in  the  business  for  the  amount  of  enterprise  and 
energy  which  the  successful  conduct  of  coal 
production  entails.  In  computing  profit  and  loss 
the  coal  operator  has  to  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that,  first,  the  interest  on  the  money  in¬ 
vested  in  the  mine;  second,  that  in  the  machin¬ 
ery  and  third,  that  tied  up  in  the  general  or¬ 
ganization  expenses  accumulate  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  whether  the  mines  are  run  or  not.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this  a  great  many  mine  operators  de¬ 
clare  that  the  shutting  down  of  a  mine  permits 
the  machinery  to  deteriorate  very  much  more 
rapidly  than  if  it  were  actually  in  use.  It  is 
found  also  that,  in  the  summer,  even  if  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  makes  no  money  in  itself,  the  sale 
of  miners’  supplies  and  food  through  the  com¬ 
pany’s  stores  makes  a  small  margin  of  profit  for 
the  entire  company. 

If  the  mine  were  shut  down,  in  addition  to 
the  loss  of  interest  on  the  money  and  by  deterio¬ 
ration  of  machinery,  the  company  would  also 
lose  largely  through  the  operation  of  its  stores, 
inasmuch  as  the  miners  would  not  have  any 
money  to  spend  at  the  stores  and  a  number  of 
bad  acounts  would  accumulate  rapidly.  The 
coal  operator  is  thus  seen  to  be  between  the 
two  horns  of  a  dilemma.  Even  under  present 
conditions,  unless  some  changes  come  in  the 
situation,  the  coal  operator  is  generally  disposed 
to  continue  the  operation  throughout  the  summer 
months  and  depend  upon  some  operating  economy 
to  increase  the  profits  from  his  business. 

Selling  at  a  Sacrifice. 

One  of  the  greatest  sources  of  loss  in  the 
production  of  summer  coal  has  been  the  neces¬ 
sity  to  sell  the  output  at  a  time  when  there  is 
absolutely  no  demand  except  from  the  steam 
plants.  As  seen,  however,  the  coal  operatoi  must 
continue  to  produce  his  coal  and  it  seems  that 
he  has  been  actually  forced  to  sell  his  product 
for  at  least  three  months  of  a  year  at  merely 
such  prices  as  would  permit  him  to  pay  the  ac¬ 
tual  cost  of  operation. 

The  relief  of  the  coal  operator  from  this  dis¬ 
astrous  situation  would  come  by  the  same  means 
that  will  bring  the  relief  to  the  country  in  gen¬ 
eral  from  the  fear  of  a  coal  shortage  in  the  win¬ 
ter. 

The  question  of  storing  coal  in  the  summer 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  coal  trade.  It  seems 
by  this  time  that  some  satisfactory  solution 
should  have  been  found.  In  reality  there  has 
been  no  satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem  so 
far.  For  one  thing  it  is  found  that  coal  loses 
in  calorific  value  so  rapidly  that  few  producers 
or  dealers  can  afford  to  store  any  large  quanti¬ 
ties.  For  another  thing  it  has  been  found  that 
the  amount  of  money  required  to  carry  a  large 
quantity  of  coal  through  the  summer  months  is 
so  great  that  only  the  largest  producing  compan¬ 
ies  have  sufficient  capital  to  permit  them  to  take 
care  of  their  own  surplus  output.  In  the  main, 
the  retail  dealers  are  not  equipped  with  sufficient 
bin  space  to  store  this  additional  amount  of 
coal,  even  had  they  the  capital  and  disposition 
to  do  so.  Up  to  this  time  practically  only  those 
who  have  a  great  deal  of  money  at  their  dis- 
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posal  have  bought  the  supply  of  domestic  coal 
during  the  summer  they  will  require  during 
the  winter.  If  coal  were  to  be  stored,  therefore, 
it  would  have  to  be  done  either  by  the  produc¬ 
ing  company  or  the  dealer  and  as  already  shown 
neither  of  these  has  been  in  a  position  to  assume 
that  responsibility. 

The  only  alternative  has  been  for  the  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  to  operate  their  mines  as  slow¬ 
ly  as  possible  during  the  summer  in  order  to 
keep  the  machinery  in  good  repair  and  keep  the 
miners’  organization  intact.  The  surplus  supply 
of  coal  produced  has  been  sold  at  ridiculously  low 
figures  and  this  has  gone  mostly  into  the  hands 
of  the  large  manufacturing  concerns  which  have 
supplied  themselves  with  cheap  coal  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  to  last  a  considerable  part  of  the  fall. 

A  Possible  Solution. 

The  two  situations  seem  to  suggest  a  possible 
solution  of  this  difficulty.  For  a  number  of 
years  the  anthracite  coal  producers  have  been 
making  a  reduction  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  on  the  first 
of  April,  this  receding  ten  cents  a  ton  until 
the  full  circular  price  has  been  restored  on  the 
first  of  September.  By  this  means  the  public 
has  been  educated  to  buying  anthracite  coal  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
amount  which  had  to  be  stored  by  the  produc¬ 
ing  companies  has  been  steadily  decreasing. 

From  the  operator’s  standpoint,  the  ideal  situa¬ 
tion  will  be  reached  when  all  of  the  storing  will 
be  done  by  the  consumer  rather  than  by  the 
producing  company.  Evidently  this  would  be 
hastened  if  the  railroad  company  transporting 
the  coal  gave  a  storage  rate  during  the  summer 
in  addition  to  the  reduction  in  price  by  the  pro¬ 
ducing  company. 

In  the  northwest,  where  the  greatest  difficulty 
has  been  encountered  in  supplying  the  public 
with  fuel  during  the  winter,  the  coal  dealers 
have  started  on  two  educational  campaigns.  The 
purpose  of  one  of  them  is  to  get  the  railroads 
to  put  in  a  storage  rate  during  the  summer 
operating  about  the  same  as  the  anthracite  price 
scale.  It  is  believed  that  this  will  be  effective 
if  the  reduction  were  twenty-five  cents  on  the 
first  of  April  and  receded  five  cents  a  month 
until  the  fall  tariff  was  restored  on  the  first  of 
September.  In  addition  it  is  hoped  that  the 
bituminous  coal  producers  will  adopt  a  graduated 
summer  scale  of  prices  similar  to  that  of  the 
anthracite  producers.  Moreover,  the  north¬ 
western  dealers  are  endeavoring  to  educate  the 
public  to  lay  in  a  portion  of  their  supplies  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  months.  They  are  starting  out 
with  the  hope  and  intention  of  educating  the 
public  to  buy  at  least  ten  per  cent  of  their  win¬ 
ter  coal  during  the  summer  months.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  price  reduction  and  the  railroad 
storage  rate  would  assist  them  greatly  in  this 
effort. 

Among  those  who  are  best  informed  in  the 
coal  trade  it  is  believed  that  if  this  same  policy 
were  adopted  generally  by  the  coal  prodicers  and 
dealers  the  country  over  the  means  would  be 
found  for  distributing  the  coal  business  equally 
throughout  the  year  and  also  of  equalizing  the 
profits  both  of  the  dealers  and  producers  as  well 
as  operating  to  the  material  advantage  of  the 
coal  consumers.  The  effort  in  this  is  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  staple  price  policy  which  has  worked  so 
well  in  other  lines  of  trade. 

Preserving  Profits. 

If  the  operators  can  unite  on  a  summer  price 
reduction  in  bituminous  coal ;  can  persuade  the 
railroads  to  make  a  general  storage  rate  during 
the  summer;  and  can  educate  the  consumers  to 
purchase  even  a  small  portion  of  their  winter 
supply  during  the  summer  months  they  declare 
but  one  thing  remains  to  save  the  profits  of  the 
producing  companies.  That  will  be  to  reduce  the 
wage  scale  of  the  bituminous  coal  miners  to  prac¬ 
tically  the  same  basis  as  the  wage  scale  of  the 
anthracite  miners  of  the  east.  In  other  words, 
the  returns  per  ton  to  the  miners  in  the  summer 
would  not  be  quite  as  large  as  during  the  win¬ 
ter  months,  but  in  return  for  the  lessened  earn¬ 
ings  per  ton  in  the  summer  the  miners  would  be 
given  more  steady  work  and  their  gross  earn¬ 
ings  would  in  consequence  show  a  marked  im¬ 
provement. 

The  situation  in  the  coal  trade  is  so  compli¬ 
cated  that  only  a  widespread  or  complex  remedy 


will  ever  suffice  for  the  numerous  evils  which,  at 
present,  beset  the  industry.  At  the  same  time 
the  situation  of  the  transportation  companies  and 
the  consumers  is  such  as  to  indicate  that  some 
radical  measures  will  have  to  be  adopted. 


Claims  Against  Carriers. 

Some  confusion  ha-s  arisen  among  coal  shippers 
over  a  clause  in  the  Hepburn  amendment  to  the 
interstate  commerce  act  relative  to  collecting 
claims  against  carriers.  Ostensibly  this  limits 
the  time  for  filing  a  complaint  to  two  years,  and 
the  time  for  presenting  this  to  the  Circuit  court 
to  three  years.  However,  the  Hepburn  amend¬ 
ment  provides  only  for  collections  “under  rates, 
fares  and  charges,”  and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
damages  arising  front  loss  of  goods  in  transit 
or  the  destruction  of  property  while  it  is  in  the 
care  of  the  carrier.  These  matters  are  regulated 
entirely  by  state  statutes  which  have  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  this  matter. 

The  rule  of  the  commission  relative  to  col¬ 
lection  of  claims  regarding  “rates,  fares  and 
charges”  has  a  meaning  and  importance  all  of 
its  own,  and  is  as  follows : 

“Claims  filed  since  August  28,  1907,  must  have 
accrued  within  two  years  immediately  prior  to 
the  date  upon  which  they  are  filed ;  otherwise 
they  are  barred  by  the  statute.  Claims  filed  with 
the  commission  on  or  before  August  28,  1907, 
are  not  affected  by  the  two  years’  limitation  in 
the  act.  The  commission  will  not  take  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  any  claim  for  reparation  or  damages 
which  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation,  as 
herein  interpreted,  and  the  commission  will  not 
recognize  the  right  of  a  carrier  to  waive  the 
limitation  provisions  of  the  statute.” 

This  rule  is  based  upon  section  1G  of  the  inter¬ 
state  commerce  law,  as  amended  by  the  Hepburn 
act,  which  reads  as  follows : 

“All  complaints  for  the  recovery  of  damages 
shall  be  filed  with  the  commission  within  two 
years  from  the  time  the  cause  of  action  accrues, 
and  not  after,  and  a  petition  for  the  enforcement 
of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  money  shall 
be  filed  in  the  Circuit  Court  within  one  year 
from  the  date  of  the  order,  and  not  after; 
provided,  that  claims  accrued  prior  to  the  passage 
of  this  act  may  be  presented  within  one  year.” 


Speed  Requires  Coal. 

One  reason  why  there  is  little  disposition  on 
the  part  of  other  ocean-going  lines  to  compete 
in  new  ships  with  the  Mauretania  and  Lusitania 
of  the  Cunard  Line  in  the  matter  of  speed,  is 
supplied  by  the  comparison,  made  by  Thomas 
Bell  of  the  Clyde  firm  of  John  Brown  &  Co., 
which  built  the  Lusitania,  showing  the  coal  con¬ 
sumption  of  that  ship  when  going  at  different 
rates  of  speed. 

The  quantity  of  coal  consumed  in  going  at 
15J4  knots  on  a  trip  of  3,100,  would  be,  for  in¬ 
stance,  2,980  tons ;  at  21  knots,  3,670,  and  at  25 
knots,  5,390.  An  increase  of,  say,  one-third  in  the 
speed  would  call  for  nearly  twice  as  much  coal; 
and  that  means  nearly  twice  the  cost  of  opera¬ 
tion,  and  probably  more  than  twice,  if  labor 
and  some  other  necessary  things  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

It  was  guessed  by  many  when  the  news  was 
given  out  that  the  Belfast  builders  of  all  the 
White  Star  Liners  were  laying  the  ways  for 
vessels  of  1,000  feet  in  length,  that  the  line 
named  intended  to  procure  a  ship  that  would 
outrun  the  Cunarders  in  question ;  but  they  had 
a  call  to  guess  again  when  the  line  announced 
that  its  new  vessels  were  to  be  but  840  feet 
long,  and  to  have  a  guaranteed  speed  of  about 
21  knots ;  and  in  view  of  the  cost  of  coal  used 
at  different  speeds,  it  is  plain  enough  why  they 
stopped  at  21  knots ;  for,  whether  the  engines 
be  of  the  turbine  order  or  the  old  style,  the 
coal  consumption  would  increase  in  at  least  the 
disproportion  indicated  above. 


One  of  the  mines  of  the  Jed  Creek  Coal 
Company,  on  Paint  Creek,  West  Virginia,  has 
been  closed  by  Chief  Inspector  Paul  of  the 
mine  department,  because  of  the  failure  of  the 
company  to  put  safety  lamps  in  the  mine.  The 
outcome  of  the  affair  is  being  awaited  with 
considerable  interest  by  all  the  mining  inter¬ 
ests. 


Individual  Car  Owners. 


In  a'  communication  to  the  members  of  the 
Individual  Car  Owners’  Association  of  the 
United  States,  Robert  J.  Bailey,  the  secretary, 
gives  an  outline  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the 
last  meeting,  which  was  held  in  Chicago  some 
time  ago.  These  mostly  have  to  do  with  the 
things  demanded  by  the  association  of  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  Transportation  &  Car  Accounting 
Officers,  which  will  convene  at  Niagara  Falls  on 
June  23. 

The  indications  are  that  the  Individual  Car 
Owners  are  going  out  on  a  definite  campaign  to 
get  what  they  think  is  due  them  from  the  rail¬ 
roads.  They  want  more  prompt  return  of  cards 
covering  the  delivery  of  private  cars,  desiring 
that  these  records  shall  be  sent  not  later  than 
the  15th  of  the  following  month.  They  want 
compensation  for  the  use  of  their  cars  at  the 
rate  of  one  cent  per  mile  in  both  directions, 
whether  the  car  is  loaded  or  not,  the  mileage 
to  be  governed  by  the  records  in  the  Official 
Railway  Guide  as  between  the  points  of  shipment 
and  the  ultimate  destination.  They  insist  that 
the  question  of  the  misuse  of  cars  shall  be  left 
to  the  executive  committee  for  discussion,  this 
misuse  covering  diversion,  delay  in  railroad  yards 
and  at  junction  points  and  at  terminals.  The 
officers  of  the  association  insist  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  shall  present  their  claims  to  the  railroads 
for  all  abuses  of  the  private  cars,  since  the  In¬ 
terstate  Commerce  Commission  has  declared  that 
such  claims  are  legal.  The  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  association  insist  that  private  cars 
be  loaded  toward  home  by  way  of  the  proper 
home  route  and  consequently  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  of  the  American  Railway  Association. 
In  the  resolutions  the  members  of  the  Individual 
Car  Owners  Association  of  the  United  States 
approved  of  the  plan  of  the  committee  on  office 
methods  and  accounting  of  the  Association  of 
Transportation  &  Car  Accounting  Officers  rela¬ 
tive  to  the, proposed  reporting  marks  on  private 
cars  provided  the  expense  is  borne  by  the  rail¬ 
roads  and  the  letters  suggested  for  such  mark¬ 
ing  are  acceptable  to  all  the  Individual  Owners. 

It  was  provided  that  the  association  shall  have 
an  adequate  representation  at  the  convention  of 
Master  Car  Builders  at  Atlantic  City  June  17, 
where  an  effort  will  be  made  to  have  some  rules 
changed  to  protect  private  cars.  It  was  also 
arranged  to  have  proper  representation  at  the 
convention  of  Association  of  Transportation  & 
Car  Accounting  Officers  at  Niagara  Falls  on 
June  23. 

One  paragraph  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bailey  to 
the  members  refers  to  a  recent  decision  on  pri¬ 
vate  cars  and  is  as  follows : 

“The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  on 
April  13,  1908,  rendered  a  favorable  decision 
relative  to  demurrage  charges  on  private  tank 
cars  in  the  case  of  the  National  Petroleum  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  National  Refining  Company  of 
Cleveland,  of  which  Mr.  W.  E.  MacEwen,  second 
vice-president  of  the  Individual  Car  Owners 
Association,  is  traffic  manager.  The  decision 
reads  as  follows : 

“  ‘It  is,  therefore,  our  conclusion  that  private 
cars  owned  by  shippers  and  hired  to  carriers 
upon  a  mileage  basis  are  subject  to  demurrage 
when  such  cars  stand  upon  the  tracks  of  the 
carrier,  either  at  point  of  origin  or  destination 
of  shipment,  but  are  not  so  subject  when  upon 
either  the  private  track  of  the  owner  of  the  car 
dr  the  private  track  of  the  consignee.  The 
carrier  must  charge  demurrage  in  all  cases  where 
such  demurrage  is  imposed  by  tariff  provision 
upon  its  own  equipment,  except  when  a  privately 
owned  car  is  upon  a  privately  owned  siding  or 
track,  and  the  carrier  is  paying,  or  is  responsible 
for,  no  rental  or  other  charge  upon  such  cars; 
and  a  privately  owned  car,  in  the  sense  in  which 
that  expression  is  here  used,  is  a  car  owned  and 
used  by  an  individual,  firm  or  corporation  for 
the  transportation  of  the  commodities  which  they 
produce  or  in  which  they  deal.’ 

“We  consider  this  a  very  important  ruling, 
particularly  as  railroad  companies  do  not  charge 
each  other  with  demurrage  on  empty  cars.” 


The  No.  5  colliery  of  the  Delaware  &  Hud¬ 
son  Company  at  Plymouth  has  been  shut  down 
so  that  tlie  shaft  can  be  recribbed.  This  work 
will  take  six  weeks. 


No.  23] 
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Anthracite  Developments. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  4. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  reported  acquisition  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford’s  holdings 
of  Boston  &  Maine  stock  by  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Company  is  a  matter  of  more  interest 
to  the  railroads  tapping  the  Wyoming  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  region  than  those  which  hqve  paramount 
interests  in  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  regions. 
The  results  from  it  are  intimately  connected 
with  the  distribution  rather  than  the  production 
of  coal  and  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  any 
change  in  either  is  made. 

If  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  gets  control  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  it  will  give  that  company  a  su¬ 
perior  advantage  in  the  distribution  of  coal  to  the 
interior  New  England  rail  points  and  -  will  no 
doubt  largely  divert  the  present  movement  of 
coal  in  the  New  England  states.  The  interior 
of  New  England  is  largely  supplied  with  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart¬ 
ford,  which  has  connected  with  the  Jersey  Cen¬ 
tral  and  Lehigh  Valley  lines,  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
trals,  Boston  &  Albany,  and  the  Boston  &  Maine. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  New  England  sup¬ 
ply  has  been  shipped  by  water  and  sent  to  the 
interior  by  these  lines,  but  the  tendency  has  been 
in  recent  years  to  increase  facilities  for  all  rail 
tonnage  to  certain  manufacturing  districts.  To 
this  end  the  Poughkeepsie  Bridge  route  has  lately 
been  utilized  more  than  ever  before  and  arrange¬ 
ments  are  under  way  to  increase  the  facilities 
of  the  lines  approaching  that  structure.  The 
Lehigh  &  New  England  Company  has  just  or¬ 
dered  an  increase  of  equipment  to  engage  more 
largely  in  this  traffic. 

The  proposed  Delaware  &  Eastern,  a  new  line, 
was  projected  with  the  expectation  of  developing 
an  all  rail  business  in  anthracite  coal  with  inte¬ 
rior  New  England  points,  even  though  the  ter¬ 
ritory  was  well  supplied  with  railroads,  and  this 
projected  line  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  the 
Lehigh  &  New  England,  which  is  controlled  by 
the  Reading-Jersey  Central  interests,  to  more 
activity.  The  acquisition  of  the  Boston  &  Maine 
by  the  Delaware  Hudson  will  interfere  with 
the  new  Delaware  &  Eastern  plans  and  tend  to 
keep  the  distribution  of  anthracite  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  those  who  have  long  had  control  of  both 
production  and  distribution. 

There  will  be  no  opposition  on  the  part  of 
Reading,  Lehigh  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  Erie  or 
Lackawanna,  as  the  controllers  of  anthracite  ton¬ 
nage,  to  the  proposed  new  control  of  the  Boston 
&  Maine;  nor  from  the  New  York  Central  as 
to  the  Boston  &  Albany.  The  effect  of  the  ac¬ 
quisition  on  the  anthracite  coal  industry  will  be 
to  extend  and  make  permanent  the  control  of  the 
leading  and  combined  anthracite  interests  over 
the  distribution  of  that  product,  in  a  large  and 
important  consuming  region.  The  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Company  will,  no  doubt,  in  the  future 
be  more  of  a  factor  in  the  anthracite  trade  than 
it  has  been,  without  reference  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  Boston  &  Maine.  That  company’s  terri¬ 
tory  in  the  northern  field  having  been  thoroughly 
developed,  large  purchases  of  undeveloped  coal 
lands  have  been  made  in  the  last  three  years  in 
the  lower  coal  fields;  and  many  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  will  be  spent  by  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  in 
the  near  future  to  open  new  mines,  which  will 
be  within  what  has  been  considered  the  territory 
of  the  Reading  in  olden  times.  Ample  pecuniary 
arrangements  having  been  made  by  the  author¬ 
ization  of  a  $50,000,000  bond  issue,  it  is  not  un¬ 
likely  that  similar  expansion  will  be  undertaken 
by  the  Lackawanna,  whose  operations  have  also 
been  confined  to  the  northern  field  in  the  past. 
If  the  anthracite  coal  trade  continues  to  grow 
as  it  has  in  the  last  five  years,  an  addition  to 
colliery  capacity  will  be  urgently  necessary  on 
the  part  of  all  the  producing  companies.  This  is 
the  lesson  of  the  recent  great  expansion  of  the 
trade  and  it  is  accepted  and  understood  by  all 
the  great  producers,  who  are  already  arranging 
and  adopting  necessary  plans  to  prepare  for  the 
future  growing  demand  for  coal. 


The  Pittsburgh-Buffalo  Company,  the  Arthur 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  and  the  Cleveland  & 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  of  Cleveland  have 
moved  their  offices  from  the  Euclid  Avenue  Trust 
building,  downtown,  to  Euclid  avenue  and  East 
Fifty-fifth  street,  where  these  concerns  own  a 
building. 


Financial  News. 


Lehigh  Valley  Railway. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company 
issues  the  following  statement  of  operation  for 
the  month  of  April  and  ten  months: 

April—  1908  1907 

Total  operating  revenue.... $  2,903,518.87  $  3,006,462.29 

Total  operating  expenses. . .  .  1,619,003.19  1,841,193.52 


Net  operating  revenue.  . $  1,284,515.68  $  1,225,268.77 

Taxes  .  94,300.00  94,300.00 


Operating  income . $  1,190,215.08  $  1,130,968.77 

Ten  Months  Ended  April  30 — 

Total  operating  revenue ....  $29,461,368.09  $29,097,471.67 

Total  operating  expenses.  .  .  19,086,497.81  18,102,561.78 


Net  operating  revenue.  .  $10,374,870.28  $10,994,909.89 

Taxes  .  943,000.00  679,000.00 


Operating  income . $  9,431,870.28  $10,315,909.89 

In  submitting  the  earnings  and  expenses  for  the  month 
of  April,  as  well  as  for  the  ten  months  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  figures  for  corresponding  periods  of  the 
previous  fiscal  year  are  also  given.  Tor  the  purpose  of 
comparison,  these  latter  figures  have  been  restated  to  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  new  classification  ordered  by  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  which  became  effective  July  1st, 
1907.  The  comparison,  however,  is  misleading  in  some  re¬ 
spects,  as  the  Commission,  among  other  changes,  has  or¬ 
dered  discontinued  the  method  heretofore  employed  of 
charging  to  expenses  from  time  to  time  the  cost  of  new 
locomotives  or  cars  necessary  to  maintain  the  equipment, 
and  instead  has  directed  a  monthly  charge  to  expenses  for 
depreciation,  beginning  with  the  month  of  July,  1907. 


Hocking  Valley  Ry. 

The  Hocking  Valley  Railway  issues  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statement  of  operations  for  April  and 
ten  months : 


April — 

1908 

1907 

Total  operating  revenue . 

.  .$  246,595.40 

$ 

613,233.05 

Operating  expenses . 

233,976.02 

395,479.49 

Net  operating  revenue.. 

,  .$  12,619.38 

$ 

217,753.56 

Taxes  . 

16,465.95 

20,132.33 

Operating  income . . 

.  .*$  3,846.57 

$ 

197,621.23 

Other  income . 

24,067.45 

*509.22 

Total  available  income. 

.  .$  20,220.88 

$ 

197,112.01 

Deductions  from  income... 

83,728.04 

72,713.89 

Net  income . 

,  .*$  63,507.16 

$ 

124,398.12 

Trom  luly  1st — ■ 

1908 

1907 

Total  operating  revenue.  .  .  . 

.  .$5,089,535.92 

$5 

,563,464.64 

Operating  expenses . 

.  .  3,565,754.00 

3 

,710,396.41 

Net  operating  revenue.  , 

.  .$1,523,781.92 

$1 

,853,068.23 

Taxes  . 

190,895.35 

190,634.66 

Operating  income . 

.  .$1,332,886.57 

$1 

,662,433.57 

Other  income . 

.  .  777,405.38 

239,675.62 

Total  available  income. 

.  .$2,110,291.95 

$1 

,902,109.19 

Deductions  from  income... 

795,924.35 

047,395.80 

Net  income . 

.  .$1,314,367.60 

$1 

,254,713.39 

*  Deficit. 


Susquehanna  &  Western. 

New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Railroad 
Company  issues  the  following  financial  statement, 
including  the  Wilkes-Barre  &  Eastern  Railroad, 
for  the  month  of  April  and  ten  months,  ended 
April  30 : 

April—  1908  1907 

Gross  earnings . $273,634.10  $276,118.11 

Working  expenses .  208,404.96  213,926.49 

Net  earnings . $  65,229.14  $  62,191.62 

Included  in  the  expenses  is  one-twelfth  of  the 
entire  taxes  of  the  year;  also  one-twelfth  of  the 
annual  depreciation  of  equipment. 

Ten  Mos.  Ended  April  30 —  1908  1907 

Gross  earnings . $2,777,433.28  $2,552,513.75 

Working  expenses .  2,123,379.86  1,839,093.10 

Net  earnings . $  654,053.42  $  713,420.65 


Erie  Railroad  Company. 

•  % 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company  for  all  lines  for  the  month  of  April 
and  for  the  ten  months,  compares  as  follows : 
April—  '  1908  1907 

Gross  earnings . $3,639,733.14  $4,671,404.53 

Working  expenses .  2,872,068.84  3,220,380.49 


Net  earnings . $  767,664.30  $1,451,024.04 

Included  in  the  expenses  is  one-twelfth  of  the 
entire  taxes  of  the  year ;  also  one-twelfth  of  the 
annual  depreciation  of  equipment. 

Ten  Mos.  Ended  April  30 — •  1908  1907 

Gross  earnings . $41,819,117.68  $44,134,216.16 

Working  expenses .  34,570,439.18  31,909,685.76 


Net  earnings...-. 


.$  7,248,678.50  $12,224,530.40 


New  Mine  Districts. 


Columbus  ,  Ohio,  June  4. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  House  Bill  No.  875,  enacted  into  law  at  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
state,  the  mining  counties  of  the  state  have  been 
divided  into  ten  inspection  districts  instead  of 
seven  districts  as  previously.  They  are : 

First  District — Jackson,  Lawrence,  Scioto  and 
a  portion  of  Gallia.  Inspector,  Thomas  Waters, 
Wellston,  Jackson  county,  Ohio. 

Second  District— Hocking,  Vinton,  Meigs  and 
a  portion  of  Gallia.  Inspector,  Edward  Kennedy, 
Sand  Run,  Hocking  county,  Ohio. 

Third  District — Athens  county.  Inspector, 
John  L.  McDonald,  Glouster,  Athens  county, 
Ohio. 

Fourth  District — Perry,  Muskingum  and  Mor¬ 
gan  counties.  Inspector,  James  LI.  Pritchard, 
Hemlock,  Perry  county,  Ohio. 

Fifth  District — Guernsey,  Noble  and  Washing¬ 
ton  counties.  Inspector,  W.  H.  Turner,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Guernsey  county,  Ohio. 

Sixth  District — Coshocton,  Tuscarawas,  Holmes, 
Wayne  and  Columbiana  counties.  Inspector, 
Alex  Smith,  Mineral  City,  Tuscarawas  county, 
Ohio. 

Seventh  District — Stark,  Medina,  Summit, 
Portage,  Mahoning  and  Trumbull  counties.  In¬ 
spector,  W.  H.  Miller,  Massillon,  Stark  county, 
Ohio. 

The  counties  of  Carroll,  Harrison,  Belmont  and 
Jefferson  will  compose  the  eighth,  ninth  and 
tenth  inspection  districts,  and  the  mines  in  these 
counties  will  be  divided  so  that  the  work  will 
be  most  convenient  to  the  three  inspectors.  In¬ 
spector  eighth  district,  Lot  Jenkins,  Klee,  Bel¬ 
mont  county,  Ohio.  Inspector  ninth  district, 
Thomas  Morrison,  Sherodsville,  Carroll  county, 
Ohio.  Inspector  tenth  district,  Ebenezer  Jones, 
whose  appointment  was  from  Smithfield,  Jef¬ 
ferson  county,  Ohio,  present  address  Martins 
Ferry,  Ohio. 

The  three  new  appointments  are :  Alexander 
Smith,  Mineral  City,  Tuscarawas  county;  Lot 
Jenkins,  Klee,  Belmont  county,  and  Edward 
Kennedy,  Sand  Run,  Hocking  county.  The  three 
counties  from  where  the  new  inspectors  were 
selected  are  the  three  highest  counties  in  point 
of  coal  production  in  the  state  that  do  not  al¬ 
ready  have  an  inspector. 

The  section  of  the  bill  creating  the  new  dis¬ 
trict  mine  inspectors  made  provision  for  five 
additional  inspectors,  but  another  provision  of 
the  bill  repealed  the  section  of  the  old  law  provid¬ 
ing  for  two  inspectors,  and  in  keeping  with  the 
requirements  of  the  new  law,  the  two  inspectors 
affected  by  the  change  have  been  re-appointed, 
or  appointed  as  two  of  the  five  provided  for  in 
the  new  law.  They  are :  John  L.  McDonald, 
Glouster,  Athens  county,  Ohio,  and  W.  H.  Mil¬ 
ler,  Massillon,  Stark  county,  Ohio. 


“Telling  Folks  That  You  Are  Dead.” 

Tell  us,  are  you  advertising 
In  the  same  old  foolish  way 

That  your  granddad  did  before  you, 

And  persist,  “It  doesn’t  pay?” 

Think  the  whole  world  knows  your  address 

“’Cause  it  hasn’t  changed  in  years?” 

Wouldn’t  the  pathos  of  such  logic 
Drive  a  billy  goat  to  tears? 

“Just  a  card”  is  all  you  care  for, 

Hidden,  lonesome  and  unread, 

Like  the  sign  upon  a  tombstone 
Telling  folks  that  you  are  dead. 

Wake  up,  man,  and  take  a  tonic, 

Bunch  your  hits  and  make  a  drive, 

Run  a  page  and  change  your  copy, 
ADVERTISE  and  keep  alive! 

— Southern  Engineer. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines 
east  of  Pittsburgh  and  Erie  (in  tons),  for  the 
week  ended  May  23,  1908,  and  comparisons, 
follows : 

1908  1907  Decrease 

Week  ending  May  23. .  .  812.212  1.082,640  270,428 

Year  to  date . 17,456,752  22,765,164  5,308,412 
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Critics  of  the  lake  situation  are  disposed  to  contend 
Carrying  Coal  that  inside  of  fifteen  years  grain  routes  on  the  north- 
by  Water  western  lakes  will  be  changed  and  the  commodity 
moved  mainly  through  Canada;  that  ore  shipments 
will  be  reduced  materially  in  fifty  years  and  ended  entirely  in  seventy- 
five;  and  that  lumber  will  cease  to  move  by  water  within  twenty-five 
years.  Thus  they  argue  that  coal  shipments  by  the  lakes  are  in  jeopardy 
since,  as  demonstrated  this  spring,  coal  movements  depend  upon  the 
ability  of  boats  to  get  down  bound  cargoes. 

Those  who  speak  of  ore  shipments  are  inclined  to  confuse  high  and 
low  grade  ores.  The  former  are  already  scarce  and  disappearing,  but  the 
supply  of  the  latter  seems  ample  for  at  least  another  hundred  years. 
Lumber  is  carried  in  small  boats  which  are  not  a  great  factor  in  the  lake 
coal  situation  except  as  concerns  the  supply  of  out-of-the-way  ports.  It 
matters  little  how  grain  moves,  whether  it  is  to  ports  on  Georgian  Bay 
or  to  ports  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Lake  Erie.  The  vessels  engaging 
in  that  trade  will  have  to  get  their  supply  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  and 
consequently  they  will  continue  to  look  for  coal  cargoes  from  the  lower 
lakes  to  the  upper  lake  region.  Thus  it  seems  that  the  principal  danger 
pointed  out  by  the  lake  critics  is  either  imaginary  or  so  remote  as  not 
to  be  of  any  immediate  importance. 

The  coal  business  is  not  going  to  be  deprived  of  carriers  right  away 
and  as  for  what  will  happen  fifty  to  seventy-five  years  hence— the  present 
generation  of  business  men  is  not  seriously  concerned. 


Arrangements  are  made  for  testing  the  constitution- 
Testing  the  ality  of  the  commodity  clause  of  the  Hepburn 
Hepburn  Act.  amendment  to  the  interstate  commerce  act  at  a 
hearing  which  will  start  in  Philadelphia  on  June  1G. 
The  principal  contention  will  be  that  since  the  rights  of  the  Reading 
Company  to  own  its  coal  mines  are  based  upon  some  three  hundred  leg¬ 
islative  enactments  of  Pennsylvania  they  are  proof  against  attack,  the 
government  having  no  jurisdiction.  Thus  is  brought  into  corporation  re¬ 
lations  to  the  federal  government  one  of  the  most  important  questions 
of  the  hour. 

It  is  realized  now  that  the  old  question  of  state  rights  is  no  longer  a 
vital  issue.  Today  home  rule  applies  largely  to  cities  and  counties  with 
practically  little  attention  being  paid  to  the  state,  the  government  being 
more  nearly  supreme  than  ever  before.  The  whole  contention  of  the 
government  is  that  today  transportation  is  almost  essentially  interstate 
and  consequently  the  powers  of  congress  override  those  of  state  legisla¬ 
tion.  Coal  men  in  particular  and  the  shipping  interests  in  general  should 
realize  that  a  big  principle  is  involved  in  all  such  cases.  The  security  of 
a  state  contract  is  involved  whether  this  contract  be  with  the  producing 
or  transporting  company.  Up  until  now  the  power  of  the  state  over  its 
creatures  has  always  been  supreme.  It  remains  so  today  under  the  con¬ 
stitutional  provisions  of  both  state  and  federal  government.  This  can 
not  be  changed  without  a  revision  of  the  Constitution,  and  even  then  can 
not  be  altered  as  a  general  principle  on  the  specious  plea  that  influence 
of  the  state’s  creatures  is  interstate  although  its  organization  is  almost 


wholly  intrastate.  In  all  probability  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  nation 
will  so  hold. 

The  railroad  ownership  of  coal  mines  unquestionably  is  demoralizing, 
and  should  not  have  been  permitted  in  the  first  place.  Now  that  it  has 
been  established  by  definite  legislative  enactment,  no  matter  how  pro¬ 
cured,  it  is  infinitely  more  important  to  uphold  the  integrity  of  such  a 
state  contract  than  to  drive  the  railways  out  of  the  coal  business.  Under 
other  sections  of  the  Hepburn  amendment  to  the  interstate  commerce 
act  the  harm  arising  from  the  railroad  ownership  of  coal  lands  may  be 
minimized  and  in  fact  removed  completely  by  the  proper  kind  of  super¬ 
vision  and  by  strict  regard  for  the  law  pertaining  to  discriminations.  On 
the  other  hand,  nothing  can  make  amends  for  the  destruction  of  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  a  state  contract  entered  into  in  absolute  good  faith  on  both  sides 
and  safeguarded  by  the  constitutional  provisions  on  that  subject. 

The  coal  man  and  the  shipping  interests  generally  can  do  nothing, 
fortunately,  to  influence  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  They  can 
only  wish  devoutly  that  the  decision  of  that  tribunal  shall  be  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  underlying  principles  in  question  rather  than  in  being 
influenced  in  any  way  by  the  more  or  less  rabid  spirit  of  the  hour. 


At  the  annual  meetings  of  the  retail  associations  the 
The  Official  matter  of  the  official  organ  of  the  various  retail 
Organ  associations  will  probably  come  up  for  discussion. 

To  an  unprejudiced  observer  it  does  not  seem  fair 
or  equitable  for  an  organization  to  single  out  any  one  paper  and  allow 
that  publication  to  designate  itself  the  official  organ  of  the  association. 
It  is  discrimination  of  the  most  radical  character  and  can  not  but  injure 
the  association  in  many  ways. 

If  the  association  were  the  recipient  of  either  money  or  advantage 
in  exchange  for  the  bestowal  of  the  title  of  official  organ  upon  any  one 
publication  the  proposition  might  be  worth  considering.  In  these  days 
of  “the  square  deal’’  when  a  franchise  is  given  a  corporation,  the  cor¬ 
poration  is  supposed  to  give  a  percentage  of  its  receipts  to  the  grantors 
of  the  franchise.  If  the  coffers  of  an  association  treasury  were  being 
enriched,  or  if  it  were  in  receipt  of  any  remuneration  whatsoever  in  ex¬ 
change  for  allowing  a  publication  to  call  itself  the  official  organ  of  that 
association  the  board  of  directors  would  be  perfectly  justified  in  consid¬ 
ering  the  advisability,  from  a  financial  standpoint,  of  appointing  a  paper 
the  official  mouthpiece  of  their  association.  But  when  the  association 
does  not  receive  a  penny’s  worth  of  Uncle  Sam’s  coin  of  the  realm  we 
can  not  understand  why  they  should  hesitate  about  putting  all  the  trade 
papers  on  an  equal  basis.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  recognized  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  playing  no  favorites  in  the  trade  press  field,  and  on  August  21, 
1907,  passed  the  following  resolution: 

“Whereas,  we  sincerely  appreciate  and  fully  recognize  the  great 
assistance,  as  well  as  the  great  value,  of  all  coal  trade  papers,  in 
the  work  of  our  association,  and,  therefore,  be  it 

“Resolved,  That  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association,  in  justice  to  all  coal  trade  papers  can  not  consistently 
authorize  or  recognize  any  of  these  publications,  as  its  official 
organ;  and  be  it  further 

“Resolved,  That  all  coal  trade  papers  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  placed  on  an  equal  basis.” 

In  addition  to  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  the  associations  comprising 
the  states  of  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Minnesota,  North  and  South  Dakota  have 
taken  the  same  stand  and  recognize  no  paper  as  their  official  organ. 

With  this  example  before  them  the  Eastern  associations  should 
have  no  hesitancy  in  placing  themselves  on  record  as  favoring  a  square 
deal  to  the  entire  coal  trade  press  by  passing  resolutions  similar  to  those 
passed  by  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Association. 


With  the  utmost  freedom  the  charge  is  made  that  a  bituminous 
coal  trust  exists.  To  substantiate  that  statement  one  should  be  able 
to  show  that  profits  are  regulated  to  a  nicety.  If  some  of  the  accusers 
of  the  coal  operators  will  be  kind  enough  to  materialize  these  fancied 
profits  no  doubt  the  producer  would  be  willing  these  days  to  plead 
guilty  to  an  indictment  against  the  “trust”. 


How  is  the  retailer  going  to  stop  short  weight  deliveries  by  the 
railroads  so  long  as  he  continues  to  buy  coal  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  thus 
giving  the  operator  the  right  to  absolve  the  carrier  from  responsibility? 
How  is  the  operator  going  to  hold  down  the  railroad  so  long  as  the 
latter  makes  its  own  bill  of  lading  and  compels  the  shipper  to  sign  it — 
the  bill  of  lading  absolving  the  carrier  from  all  responsibility? 
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Testing  the  Commodity  Clause. 


Representatives  of  the  eastern  railroads, 
which  own  coal  lands,  and  the  representatives 
of  the  department  of  justice  of  the 'United 
States  government  have  about  completed  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  trial  of  the  suit  to  test 
the  constitutionality  of  the  commodity  clause 
of  the  interstate  commerce  act.  The  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  end  of  the  preliminary  work  was 
seen  at  a  meeting  held  on  May  25  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  It  was  agreed,  at  that  time,  that  the 
case  would  come  to  trial  on  June  16  before 
three  federal  judges. 

At  the  meeting  referred  to  an  understand¬ 
ing  was  reached  between  the  department  of 
justice  and  the  counsel  for  the  railroads  that 
they  should  agree  upon  and  submit  a  state¬ 
ment  of  facts  to  the  court.  It  was  further 
agreed  between  the  contending  forces  that, 
until  this  suit  has  been  prosecuted  and  a  de¬ 
cision  rendered  by  the  court,  only  one  suit 
shall  be  instituted  against  the  railroad  compa¬ 
nies,  the  implication  being  that  even  though 
convicted  only  a  nominal  fine  shall  be  imposed. 
This  fine,  if  assessed,  will,  it  is  understood,  be 
borne  equally  by  the  railroads  directly  inter¬ 
ested  and,  if  the  suit  goes  against  the  carriers, 
they  promise  to  conform  instantly  to  the  com¬ 
modity  clause  of  the  Hepburn  act  by  divorcing 
their  railroad  and  coal  properties. 

The  reason  for  definite  action  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  was  that  efforts  failed  to  either  modify  or 
suspend  for  a  matter  of  a  year  and  a  half  the 
provisions  of  the  Hepburn  amendment  while 
congress  was  still  in  session.  Senator  Elkins 
had  moved  to  suspend  this  clause  for  eighteen 
months  because  financial  conditions  today  are 
not  such  as  would  permit  the  railroads  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  their  coal  properties.  Congress  de¬ 
clared  that  the  railroads  have  already  had 
about  two  years’  time,  in  which  to  make  the 
changes,  and  hence  refused  to  alter  the  law. 
Then  Senator  Foraker  introduced  a  resolu¬ 
tion,  the  purport  of  which  was  that  the  clause 
shall  not  be  retroactive  or,  in  other  words,  ap¬ 
plied  to  railroads  owning  outside  properties  at 
the  time  the  act  was  passed  and  became  effec¬ 
tive  August  28,  1906.  It  is  a  grave  question 
whether  the  fact  that  the  law  is  retroactive  in 
effect  if  not  in  actual  phraseology  will  not 
make  it  unconstitutional  according  to  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  However,  the  resolution  intro¬ 
duced  by  Senator  Foraker  was  defeated  in  the 
senate  by  a  vote  of  32  to  23. 

Since  congress  failed  to  give  the  railroads 
the  expected  relief  the  necessity  arose  for 
prompt  action  on  their  parts.  The  United 
States  courts  have  decided  that  each  carload 
constitutes  a  shipment  and  the  law  provides 
that  each  shipment  constitues  a  violation  of 
the  statute.  Under  the  circumstance  every 
carload  of  coal  moved  interstate  from  the 
mines  owned  by  the  railroads  would  be  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  commodity  clause  of  the  Hep¬ 
burn  amendment  to  the  interstate  commerce 
act  for  which  a  very  heavy  penalty  could  be 
imposed.  If,  then,  the  federal  courts  should 
find  the  railroads  guilty  on  each  shipment  from 
the  1st  of  May  until,  say,  the  1st  of  July, 
enough  fines  could  be  imposed  to  confiscate 
practically  every  railroad  which  owns  coal 
property.  The  situation  of  the  carriers  is  ex¬ 
tremely  precarious  under  the  circumstances, 
their  safety  depending  upon  the  good  faith  of 
the  government  and  a  temperate  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  court. 

So  far  only  three  railroads  are  reported  to 
have  complied  definitely  with  the  provision  of 
the  commodity  clause.  The  first  of  these  was 
the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh,  which 
sold  its  coal  land  to  a  holding  company  in 
which  the  railroad  is  interested.  The  second 
was  the  Louisville  &  Nashville,  which  disposed 
of  its  coal  properties  to  the  Kentucky  Proper¬ 
ties  Company  and  distributed  the  stock  of  this 
concern  among  the  stockholders  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  railroad  as  individuals.  For 
the  time  this  keeps  the  control  of  the  coal 
property  really  in  the  hands  of  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville,  but,  in  time,  the  distribution  of 
those  shares  will  completely  wean  away  the 
coal  properties  from  the  railroad.  The  third 
and  last  instance  is  that  of  the  Hocking  Val¬ 


ley  Railway  Company,  which  disposed  of  the 
holdings  in  the  Sunday  Creek  Company  to  the 
Central  Trust  Company  of  New  York.  This 
was  an  out  and  out  sale  of  the  property,  and, 
although  the  banking  interest  is  closely  allied 
to.  the  railroad  and  although  the  relations  in 
the  future  will  not  change,  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  getting  all  of  the  traffic,  the  relationship 
is  completely  severed  and  even  the  spirit  of 
the  law  is  complied  with. 

When  the  matter  was  before  congress  Sen¬ 
ator  Beveridge  took  occasion  to  oppose  the 
Foraker  substitute  on  the  ground  that  con¬ 
gress  has  the  same  power  over  the  interstate 
commerce  that  it  has  over  foreign  commerce. 
Senator  Knox,  who  was  formerly  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  of  the  United  States,  was  requested  to 
give  an  opinion  on  this  point.  His  reply  was: 

“There  never  has  been  a  decision  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  on  this  ques¬ 
tion  that  I  know  of  and  it  has  been  my  busi¬ 
ness  to  inquire  pretty  closely  into  it.  There 
is  no  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  deciding 
that  the  power  of  congress  over  interstate  com¬ 
merce  is  the  same  in  all  respects  as  the  power 
of  congress  over  the  commerce  of  foreign 
countries.  The  court  had  not  even  decided 
that  question,  but  I  do  not  find  in  my  research 
any  intimation  to  the  effect  that  congress  of 
the  United  States  can  lay  its  hands  upon  an 
article  that  is  not  noxious  and  prohibit  it 
from  being  transported  from  state  to  state. 
It  can  not  say  that  cotton  may  not  be  sent  from 
Georgia  to  the  seaboard,  it  cannot  say  that 
grain  cannot  be  sent  from  Iowa  to  New  York, 
and  the  only  instance  in  which  such  an  arbi¬ 
trary  provision  of  congress  has  been  sustained 
is  in  respect  to  articles  that  are  noxious  or  apt 
to  disturb  or  injure  the  public  health,  the  pub¬ 
lic  peace  or  in  some  way  affecting  the  public 
good.” 


Mining  Legislation. 

Congress  Provides  for  Investigation  Into 
Causes  of  Explosions— Big  Sum 
Is  Appropriated. 

The  first  session  of  the  60th  congress  came  to 
a  close  just  before  midnight  of  last  Saturday. 
Two  or  three  measures,  of  importance  to  the 
mining  industry  and  especially  to  the  coal  trade 
were  up  for  consideration,  but  only  one  of  them 
was  enacted  into  a  law.  This  measure  was  the 
passage  of  a  bill  appropriating  $150,000  for  the 
purpose  of  making  investigation  into  the  cause 
of  mine  disasters. 

Congress  is  very  particular  that  nothing  shall 
be  done  by  the  Federal  Government  which  will  be 
of  benefit  to  any  individual  or  individuals  di¬ 
rectly,  because  that  might  prove  class  legislation 
in  the  meaning  of  congressional  phraseology.  On 
one  occasion  it  was  desired  to  get  an  appropria¬ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  influence 
of  powder  explosions.  The  danger  arose  of 
making  this  investigation  of  such  a  character 
that  it  would  be  of  direct  benefit  either  to  the 
powder  makers  or  to  the  owners  of  individual 
mines.  The  government  itself  could  not  go  into 
such  work  as  this  and  so  restricted  the  investiga¬ 
tion  of  powder  to  that  which  is  used  by  the 
United  States  government.  Of  course,  this 
limited  the  investigation  to  such  quarries  as  are 
operated  on  government  lands  and  also  to  the 
powder  used  by  the  United  Spates  army  and 
navy.  Such  an  investigation  as  this  would, 
naturally,  not  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  mining 
industry  and  so  efforts  were  made,  by  the  geo¬ 
logists  and  other  scientists,  to  get  some  new  law 
enacted  or  some  new  clause  in  the  bill,  providing 
for  the  appropriation,  broadening  the  scope  of 
the  work.  This  clause  went  into  the  measure 
appropriating  the  $150,000,  it  being  stipulated  that 
the  money  should  be  spent  in  determining  what 
is  the  cause  of  certain  explosions. 

Under  this  authority  it  is  intended  that  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey,  through  its 
Technological  Branch,  shall  use  the  $150,000  ap¬ 
propriated  to  find  just  what  is  the  cause  of  mine 


explosions.  The  government  necessarily  can  not 
make  any  recommendations  to  the  mine  owners 
following  explosions,  but  it  may  be  able  to  arrive 
definitely  at  the  cause  of  such  explosions  gen¬ 
erally,  provided  the  investigations  are  carried 
on  far  enough.  The  geologists  declare  that,  so 
far,  nothing  is  actually  known  as  to  what  has 
caused  the  mine  explosions.  They  confess  that 
in  their  ignorance  they  have  hit  upon  a  catch 
phrase  which  explains  all  such  phenomena  by 
the  statement  that  explosions  arise  from  the 
uniting  and  combustion  of  gas  and  coal  dust. 
The  conditions  surrounding  mine  operations, 
however,  have  been  such  that  when  the  mine 
was  wrecked  and  all  those  who  were  inside 
killed,  it  proved  impossible  to  tell  just  what 
really  was  the  cause.  Up  to  now  it  has  been  a 
conjecture  almost  altogether.  It  has  now  been 
decided  that  the  Geological  Survey  shall  erect 
experiment  stations  in  which  artificial  tunnels 
will  be  created  similar  to  the  inside  of  a  mine. 
In  these  various  gases  and  coal  dust  will  be 
mixed  and  it  will  be  possible,  then,  to  decide 
what  has  been  the  cause  of  our  biggest  ex¬ 
plosions. 

Other  countries  have  gone  much  further  into 
this  matter  than  we  and  have  arrived  definitely 
at  the  conclusion  that  the  combination  and  com¬ 
bustion  of  gas  and  coal  dust  have  been  responsible 
for  the  more  spectacular  disasters.  However, 
the  United  States  mine  operators  and  scientists 
do  not  accept  the  foreign  theory  without  their 
own  experiments  and  proofs  so  we  are  going 
to  go  over  the  ground,  here,  which  has  been 
gone  over  abroad  even  though  it  does  cost  the 
government  the  miserly  sum  of  $150,000. 


John  Mitchell  in  Politics. 


John  Mitchell,  former  president  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  is  seriously  con¬ 
templating  shying  his  caster  into  the  political 
ring.  There  seems  to  be  a  question  just  now 
whether  he  will  go  in  for  the  vice-presidential 
nomination  or  for  the  governorship  of  Illinois. 
Whichever  way  he  moves  it  will  be  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  on  Sunday,  had  a  conference 
with  Roger  C.  Sullivan,  the  leader  of  the  Illinois 
Democracy,  at  which  the  political  situation  was 
canvassed,  and  Mr.  Mitchell’s  future  was  up  for 
discussion.  There  seems  to  be  some  little  doubt 
as  to  whether  the  Democratic  nominee  for  the 
governorship  of  Illinois  will  be  Mr.  Mitchell 
or  Samuel  Alschuler.  The  latter  is  a  Johnson 
Democrat ;  the  former  has  made  a  definite  choice 
of  Mr.  Bryan  as  his  favorite.  This  latter  seems 
to  suggest  the  natural  choice  of  Mr.  Mitchell  as 
the  gubernatorial  candidate,  especially  if  Bryan 
is  the  head  of  the  national  ticket.  At  any  rate, 
Mr.  Mitchell  seems  to  have  fully  determined  to 
cast  his  lot,  in  future,  with  the  professional 
politicians. 


Idle  Railway  Cars. 


Coal  men  will  be  tempted,  for  some  months, 
to  produce  more  coal  than  they  can  sell,  by  the 
abundance  of  freight  cars.  Confessedly  it  is 
annoying  to  see  these  cars  remain  idle,  but  the 
coal  man’s  interest  is  in  his  own  profits — not  in 
producing  freight  to  keep'  railway  cars  em¬ 
ployed. 

Between  the  close  of  April  and  May  13  there 
were  9,071  freight  cars  taken  from  side  tracks 
and  yards  of  the  railroads  of  the  country  and 
put  in  use.  This  is  the  first  sign  that  the  roads 
have  been  able  to  make  a  little  better  use  of 
their  equipment  since  last  March,  but  it  still 
leaves  the  total  of  stationary  equipment  on  the 
country’s  railroads  at  the  imposing  figure  of 
404,534,  which  represents  nearly  twenty  percent 
of  all  the  freight  cars  in  the  country. 

The  committee  on  car  efficiency  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Railway  Association  in  its  report  shows  that 
there  are  4,149  more  box  cars  now  in  use  and 
3,071  coal  and  gondola  cars.  There  are  1,401 
fewer  idle  flat  cars  while  the  number  of  surplus 
miscellaneous  cars  is  about  stationary.  The 
Eastern,  Northwestern  and  Canadian  groups  of 
roads  show  the  largest  percentage  of  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  situation.  In  the  Middle  and  North 
Atlantic  groups  the  situation  is  about  the  same 
as  last  reported. 
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News  Local  to  Chicago. 

The  Movements  and  Sayings  of  Coal  Men  in 
the  Western  Metropolis  Are 
Recorded. 

Among  the  Chicago  visitors  this  week  was  Mr. 
Winne,  of  Elijah  &  Winne,  coal  jobbers,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa. 

John  Walker,  president  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  Illinois,  was  one  of  the  visitors  in 
Chicago  on  Wednesday  of  this  week. 

Hunter  W.  Finch,  of  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co., 
Fisher  building,  Chicago,  made  a  trip  into  Michi¬ 
gan  and  Ohio  this  week,  stopping  off  at  Toledo 
and  then  going  to  the  Detroit  convention. 

H.  C.  Perry,  ex-president  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  Illinois,  and  now  superintendent  of 
mines  for  Donk  Brothers,  with  headquarters  in 
St.  Louis,  was  a  caller  on  the  trade  in  Chicago 
this  week,  his  primary  purpose  being  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Illinois  coal  operators  and 
miners  in  the  Fisher  building  on  Wednesday. 

On  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  this 
week  the  executive  board  of  the  Mine  Workers 
of  Illinois  and  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Asosciation  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  headquarters  of  the  operators  in  the 
Fisher  building,  Chicago,  the  purpose  being  to 
appoint  the  powder  commission  provided  for  in 
the  agreement  reached  at  Springfield  a  short 
time  ago.  They  have  agreed  tentatively  upon 
the  representatives  from  both  sides,  but  must 
obtain  the  consent  of  appointees  to  act. 

Chicago  coal  men  have  been  expecting  to  hear, 
at  almost  any  time,  that  Charles  A.  Lind,  who  has 
been  buying  the  coal  for  the  Commonwealth-Edi- 
son  Company  under  the  late  Purchasing  Agent 
Holmes,  has  been  appointed  purchasing  agent  of 
that  company.  So  far,  however,  the  announce¬ 
ment  has  not  been  made,  it  being  the  understand¬ 
ing  that  no  appointment  will  be  made  for  a  short 
time  at  least.  Nevertheless  the  coal  men,  who 
have  been  brought  intimately  in  touch  with  Mr. 
Lind,  are  very  hopeful  that  he  will  obtain  the  rec¬ 
ognition  due  him. 

The  general  schedule  of  liabilities  of  Hull  & 
Co.  has  not  yet  been  filed,  but  a  number  of  indi¬ 
vidual  concerns  have  filed  individual  claims  with 
Mr.  Eastman,  the  referee  in  bankruptcy,  with 
offices  in  the  Monadnock  building.  These  claims, 
so  far  presented,  are  as  follows :  The  West 
Virginia  &  Western  Coal  Company,  $240.50;  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  $949 ; 
Richards,  Ambler  &  Co.,  $313.28 ;  Chicago  &  Big 
Muddy  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  $504.65;  Camp¬ 
bell  Art  Company,  $248.92 ;  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  $495.77 ;  Iron 
City  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  $452.12. 

Chicago  coal  men  have  been  commenting  on  the 
fact  that  the  harbor  at  South  Chicago  has  now 
the  appearance  of  midwinter  instead  of  midsum¬ 
mer.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  number  of 
lake  boats  tied  up  there  last  fall  has  hardly  been 
lessened,  even  though  the  season  of  navigation, 
technically,  has  been  open  for  practically  two 
months.  All  of  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  no  ore 
is  being  moved  down  the  lakes  and  consequently 
there  is  nothing  for  the  boats  to  do,  hence  they 
are  lying  in  port.  It  was  expected  that  some  of 
the  fleet  from  South  Chicago  would  get  started 
shortly  after  the  1st  of  June,  but  the  Lake  Car¬ 
riers’  Association,  which  held  a  meeting  in  Cleve¬ 
land  on  Monday,  did  nothing,  but  adjourned  until 
June  15,  when  the  members  will  again  meet  at 
the  same  place  to  see  what  action  it  is  advisable 
to  take.  The  vessel  owners  by  this  adjournment 
decided  to  keep  the  boats  in  ordinary  for  two 
weeks  more  at  least,  and  now  it  is  a  foregone 
conclusion  that  nothing  will  be  done  in  the  way 
of  starting  out  the  lake  vessels  much  before  the 
1st  of  July. 

The  subject  of  collection^  has  been  discussed 
more  freely  by  the  coal  men  lately  than  probably 
any  other  question.  One  sales  manager  puts  it 
in  this  way:  “You  will  encounter  many  conflict¬ 
ing  reports  concerning  collections,  but  you  will 
be  able  to  trace  it  down  to  this  general  condition : 
The  coal  operator  who  can  afford  to  refuse  to 
sell  coal  to  those  who  do  not  pay  promptly,  will 
tell  you  that  the  collections  are  good.  For  him 
thev  naturally  are  because  he  selects  the  people 


to  whom  he  will  sell  and  is  able  to  exact  imme¬ 
diate  payment.  The  coal  operator  who  adopts 
the  policy  of  producing  so  much  coal  and  selling 
it  whether  the  customers’  credit  is  good,  indiffer¬ 
ent  or  bad,  is  likely  to  tell  you  that  collections 
are  extremely  poor.  When  he  does  so  he  is  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  poorest  class  of  trade  in  the  market.” 
Another  sales  manager  explains  the  situation  by 
this :  “We  have  had  no  difficulty  in  making  sales, 
especially  of  anthracite  coal,  and  we  have  had 
seventeen  per  cent  better  collections  in  the  last 
two  months  than  for  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
The  reason  is  that  we  have  told  every  man  that 
bought  coal  from  our  concern  that  he  must  pay 
for  it  at  the  end  of  the  month  because  we  have  to 
pay  the  mines  and  are  not  in  a  position  nowa¬ 
days  to  borrow  money  at  low  rates  of  interest  as 
we  have  heretofore.  Every  concern  which  buys 
coal  from  us  understands  this  situation  and  con¬ 
sequently  we  get  a  class  of  trade  that  knows  it 
must,  is  willing  and  is  able  to  pay  at  least  within 
thirty  days.”  Still  another  sales  agent  makes  the 
declaration  that  most  companies,  if  at  all  reliable, 
are  really  in  a  position  now  to  pay  promptly.  He 
said :  “Fewer  concerns  are  in  debt  in  Chicago 
today  than  has  been  the  case  at  any  time  for  fif¬ 
teen  to  twenty  years.  A  good  many  concerns  were 
afraid  to  leave  money  in  the  banks  last  fall  and 
consequently  paid  all  of  their  obligations  promptly. 
Others  did  not  like  to  handle  clearing  house  re¬ 
ceipts  and  so  paid  their  bills  by  check,  also  meet¬ 
ing  their  obligations  promptly.  One  concern,  I 
consider  a  criterion.  At  this  time  a  year  ago  its 
bills  receivable  and  its  amounts  borrowed  on 
promissory  notes  aggregated  approximately  $200,- 
000.  Today  I  am  reliably  informed  that  it  does 
not  owe  a  dollar  and  besides  has  a  cash  balance 
in  the  bank  of  between  $30,000  and  $50,000.  Since 
other  concerns  are  in  about  the  .same  condition, 
no  apparent  reason  exists  why  a  company  of  any 
standing  at  all  should  be  falling  behind  in  its 
accounts  now.”  If  the  coal  dealer  ever  had  an 
opportunity  to  charge  cash  and  get  it,  that  oppor- 
tunty  seems  to  exist  today. 


Eastern  Developments. 

Terse  Paragraphs  Epitomize  the  Coal 
Trade  Activities  East  of  the 
Alleghenies. 

Joseph  E.  Parsons,  New  York  manager  of 
the  Consolidation  Coal  Company,  spent  Deco¬ 
ration  day  with  his  parents  at  Lock  Haven,  Pa. 

E.  E.  Muecke,  of  the  Frick  Coal  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  among  the  New  England  manu¬ 
facturers.  He  reports  that  business  prospects 
in  this  territory  are  some  brighter. 

Howard  Logue,  of  L.  E.  Muller  &  Co.,  retail 
coal  dealers  at  No.  Ill  King  street,  New  York, 
has  taken  a  cottage  on  the  Shrewsbury  river,  on 
the  Jersey  shore,  near  the  Highlands,  and  he 
will  commute  to  and  from  the  city  during  the 
summer  months. 

C.  M.  Barnett,  the  new  president  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  ar¬ 
rived  in  New  York  Monday  to  assume  his 
duties.  Mr.  Barnett’s  offices  are  on  the  sev¬ 
enteenth  floor  of  the  new  City  Investing  build¬ 
ing,  No.  161  Broadway. 

Thomas  Farrell,  of  William  Farrell  &  Sons, 
retail  coal  dealers  of  New  York,  who  sailed 
for  Europe  on  the  President  Grant  on  May  2, 
has  been  heard  from.  He  is  now  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Switzerland  and  expects  to  tour 
France,  Ireland  and  England  before  returning 
to  America  in  August. 

C.  W.  Proctor  of  the  sales  forces  of  Skeele 
Coal  Company,  No.  143  Liberty  street,  New 
York,  has  returned  from  a  three  weeks’  trip 
through  the  soft  coal  regions  of  West  Virginia. 
Mr1.  Proctor  reports  that  many  of  the  West 
Virginia  operations  are  working  on  better  time 
now  in  anticipation  of  an  early  movement  of 
coal  up  the  lakes. 

Organizers  James  W.  Murray,  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  is  now  in  the  Wilkes-Barre  re¬ 
gions,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a 
thorough  reorganization  of  the  mine  locals  in 
that  section.  Throughout  Luzerne  and  Lacka¬ 


wanna  counties,  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in 
the  membership.  President  Lewis  is  expected 
to  reach  Wilkes-Barre  this  week,  and  he  will 
assume  control  of  the  campaign.  Open  air 
meetings  will  be  held  throughout  the  anthracite 
regions  this  summer. 

John  H.  Strauch,  for  thirty  years  connected 
with  the  engineering  department  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Pottsville,  has  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  that  company.  Mr.  Strauch  for 
the  last  twenty  years  has  served  as  division 
engineer,  his  division  comprising  Phoenix 
Park,  John  Veith,  Otto,  Pine  Knot  and  Glen- 
dower  collieries.  He  will  probably  be  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Ephraim  Wymer,  engineer  for  the 
Reading  Company  at  Shamokin. 

Herbert  L.  Pierson,  a  coal  dealer  of  Maple¬ 
wood,  N.  J.,  died  very  suddenly,  Sunday  at 
Fairmount  cemetery,  Newark.  Mr.  Pierson, 
with  his  wife,  went  to  the  cemetery  to  deco¬ 
rate  the  grave  of  a  daughter  who  died  seven 
years  ago.  As  he  reached  the  grave  he  was 
stricken  with  pains  around  the  heart  and  died 
in  a  few  minutes.  He  was  sixty  years  of  age 
and  was  prominent  in  business  circles,  having 
for  several  years  served  as  president  of  the 
Second  National  Bank  of  Orange. 

The  House  of  Representatives  on  last 
Thursday  passed  a  bill  introduced  by  Repre¬ 
sentative  Weeks  of  Massachusetts  for  the  re¬ 
funding  of  certain  customs  duties,  levied 
against  and  collected  on  coal  shipments  into 
the  United  States  from  abroad  during  the  coal 
strike.  In  some  ports  this  coal  was  admitted 
free,  but  at  Boston,  among  othprs,  the  im¬ 
porters  were  compelled  to  pay  the  tariff.  The 
bill  provides  that  no  importer  shall  receive  the 
rebate  who  passed  his  losses  on  to  the  con¬ 
sumer,  by  increasing  the  price.  Approximately 
$40,000  will  be  paid  to  Boston  importers  . 

G.  I.  Herbert,  of  H.  L.  Herbert  &  Co.,  No. 
143  Liberty  street,  New  York,  entertained  a 
party  of  New  York  coal  and  transportation 
men  at  his  summer  home,  “Twilight  Park,” 
in  the  Catskill  mountains,  over  Decoration 
day.  This  week  the  party  has  been  fishing  in 
some  of  the  New  York  lakes.  Among  Mr. 
Herbert’s  guests  are  Frank  Oberrender,  New 
York  sales  agent  of  the  Reading;  M.  F. 
Burns,  of  Burns  Brothers;  M.  J.  Tracy  of 
Tracy  Towing  Line;  Mr.  Zipple  of  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  railroad  and  W.  N.  Taylor  of  Randall, 
McAllister  &  Co.,  wholesale  coal  dealers,  Port¬ 
land,  Maine. 

The  Ontaria  &  Western’s  new  tug,  Western, 
a  twin  tug  of  the  Ontaria,  which  was  described 
in  The  Black  Diamond  some  weeks  ago,  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  Camden  shipyards  of  John  H. 
Dialogue  &  Sons.,  last  week,  and  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  of  this  week,  was  given  a  tryout  on 
Long  Island  sound.  The  Western  in  the  speed 
trial  came  fully  up  to  the  expectation  of  her 
builders  and  owners.  In  the  party  on  the  West¬ 
ern  on  her  trial  trip  were  President  Fowler  and 
other  officials  of  the  Ontario  &  Western,  B.  F. 
Hanfield,  superintendent  of  floating  equipment; 
J.  B.  Dickson  and  J.  L.  Eddy  of  Dickson  & 
Eddy,  sales  agents  of  the  Ontario  Western’s 
coal.  The  Western  will  be  used  in  towing  coal 
from  New  York  to  Boston,  and  she  will  make 
her  maiden  trip  in  the  next  few  days. 

The  awarding  of  a  contract  for  2,266  tons  of 
anthracite  coal  by  the  city  of  Taunton,  Mass., 
to  the  Peoples  Coal  Company,  the  highest  bid¬ 
der,  has  caused  quite  a  stir  in  that  city,  and 
the  committee  granting  the  award  is  making 
explanations  pro  and  con.  It  seems  that  the 
Peoples  and  the  Staples  Coal  Company  were 
the  only  bidders,  and  that  the  Peoples  bid 
was  about  sixty-six  cents  a  ton  higher  than 
the  Staples  company  bid.  The  Peoples  bid 
$6.50  a  ton  on  Lehigh  and  the  Staples  $5.84. 
'I'he  committee  making  the  award  says  that 
the  reason  that  prompted  them  to  give  the 
award  to  the  Peoples  Coal  Company  was  that 
the  janitors  and  firemen  are  better  satisfied 
with  th£  coal  furnished  by  the  Peoples  Coal 
Company,  and  that  it  is  worth  more  money 
than  the  coal  furnished  by  companies  who  for¬ 
merly  filled  the  city  contracts.  Members  of 
the  committee  claim  that  they  made  the  award 
after  visiting  the  schools  and  making  queries 
of  the  janitors  as  to  their  experience  with  the 
coals  furnished  by  other  companies. 
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General  Review. 


Reports  of  Improvement  Are  Misleading 
Unless  the  Inferred  Comparison  Is 
Kept  in  Mind 

From  all  quarters  this  week  come  reports  that 
general  business  conditions  are  improving  and 
with  this  change  comes  a  better  demand  for  coal. 
The  fact  that  a  comparison  is  made,  should  gov¬ 
ern  consideration  of  these  reports  rather  than 
stress  being  laid  upon  the  improvement.  Un¬ 
questionably  the  coal  trade  and  general  business 
conditions  are  better  than  they  were  a  few  weeks 
ago,  but  this  does  not  signify  a  state  of  unusual 
prosperity.  In  fact  the  evidence  of  idle  cars,  of 
slowed  down  factories,  of  the  comparatively  small 
consumption  of  coal  and  the  low  prices  for  fuel, 
leads  conclusively  to  the  opinion  that  while  busi¬ 
ness  is  better  than  it  was,  it  has  been  a  lot  bet¬ 
ter  than  now.  The  point  is  that  a  gradual  but 
slow  recovery  is  being  made. 

If  further  evidence  were  needed  to  support  the 
same  conclusion,  it  could  be  furnished  by  the 
attitude  of  the  coal  operators.  While  none  of 
them  is  producing  to  capacity  and  while  none 
is  getting  what  might  be  considered  a  satisfactory 
price  for  the  production,  all  are  showing  an 
earnest  desire  to  increase  production  to  take  care 
of  an  expected  increase  in  the  demand.  Just 
when  this  better  buying  will  appear  will  depend 
upon  the  territorial,  rather  than  general  condi¬ 
tions.  For  instance,  the  mines  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  are  planning  to  increase  the  output  in 
the  next  two  weeks  or  possibly  within  the  next 
month.  This  determination  is  traced  directly  to 
the  expectation  that  the  lake  trade  will  absorb  a 
great  deal  of  coal  when  once  boats  are  placed  in 
operation.  The  time  when  the  boats  will  get 
started  is,  of  course,  uncertain.  As  for  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  no  one  expects  a  very  marked  im¬ 
provement  in  demand  from  those  two  states 
until  possibly  the  middle  of  August.  Then  the 
dealers  will  begin  to  lay  in  stocks  against  the 
winter  demand  and  general  buying  will  increase 
with  the,  approach  of  the  cold  weather  months. 
Even  the  anthracite  trade  is  subject  to  practically 
the  same  conditions  as  obtain  in  the  Indiana  and 
Illinois  fields,  for  the  operators  expect,  after  their 
storage  piles  have  been  filled,  to  have  to  curtail 
production  until  the  fall  demand  sets  in.  In  the 
south  the  operators  will  find  a  better  market 
whenever  the  factories  and  especially  the  cotton 
mills  are  started  up. 

So  the  prospect  for  a  better  market  for  which 
the  operators  are  planning  is  territorial  rather 
than  general,  and  no  one  is  able  to  tell  just  ex¬ 
actly  when  an  improvement  will  be  started.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  everyone  expects  a  better  tone  to  the 
trade  before  long. 

The  western  coal  situation  was  influenced  some¬ 
what,  within  the  week,  by  the  fact  that  Indiana 
miners  and  operators  agreed  on  a  scale  and 
opened  the  mines,  which  had  been  closed  down. 
This  increased  the  output'  of  coal,  although  the 
demand  hardly  warranted  any  larger  production. 
Pennsylvania  has  also  come  to  terms  with  its 
miners,  but  so  far  Ohio  has  not  been  able  to  re¬ 
move  all  labor  difficulties. 

The  contract  business  is  picking  up  in  all  sec¬ 
tions,  and  in  some  places  those  who  contracted 
are  beginning  to  request  shipments  under  the 
same,  not  having  ordered  any  coal  moved  for 
ward  prior  to  this  time.  The  inquiry  for  coke 
on  contract  is  also  much  heavier,  as  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  a  good  many  buyers  are  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  to  cover  their  needs  for  the  year  beginning 
the  first  of  July.  Ovens  are  willing  to  sell  on 
the  basis  of  present  prices  for  the  last  half  of 
this  year,  but  are  disposed  to  charge  twenty-five 
cents  additional  per  ton  for  all  of  the  coke  de¬ 
livered  after  the  first  of  June. 

Coal  buying  by  the  municipalities  has  been  a 
feature  of  the  last  couple  of  weeks  and  the  prob¬ 
abilities  are  that  most  of  those  contracts  will  be 
closed  before  June  is  out.  Indications  are  that 
prices  this  year  have  sunk  below  the  level  of  re ' 
cent  years,  thus  showing  the  influence  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  situation. 


Chicago  Market. 

Coal  Shipments  Exceed  Demand  and  the 
Prices  Slump  Because  Demurrage 
Accumulates. 


All  coals  entering  Chicago,  especially  those 
coming  from  the  east,  are  easy  this  week,  a 
good  deal  being  up  to  demurrage  and  spot  coal 
prices  suffering  considerably.  This  naturally 
has  had  an  influence  upon  the  price  for  deliv¬ 
ery  from  the  mines  and  in  a  good  many  in¬ 
stances  those  prices  have  run  off  from  five  to 
ten  cents  a  ton.  The  amount  of  coal  on  track 
is  appreciably  larger  than  was  the  case  last 
week,  which  accounts  for  the  accumulation  of 
demurrage. 

The  one  point  in  the  market  which  seems 
strongest  is  the  trade  for  screenings,  and  it 
would  not  be  surprising  if  that  market  con¬ 
tinued  strong  all  through  the  summer.  Indi¬ 
cations  are,  at  least,  that  screenings  will  not 
be  influenced  for  the  current  month,  because 
the  demand  is  continuing  and  there  is  not 
enough  lump  coal  being  produced  to  make  the 
amount  of  fine  coal  that  is  wanted.  Were  the 
conditions  right  the  lake  trade  would  probably 
bring  into  this  market  some  of  the  eastern  fine 
coal,  but  the  boats  are  not  in  operation  so  far 
and  consequently  the  fine  coal  supply  of  Chicago 
and  the  immediate  vicinity  is  coming  from  the 
mines  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  which  of  course 
are  only  producing  screenings  when  they  cannot 
get  rid  of  the  prepared  sizes.  In  a  number  of 
instances  the  coal  mines  are  disposed  to  cater 
to  the  screenings  market  and  consequently  are 
producing  other  grades  of  coal  in  excess  of  the 
demand,  shipping  them  into  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  to  be  sold  on  consignment.  Such  haphaz¬ 
ard  methods  of  doing  business  would  naturally 
lead  to  the  present  condition,  namely,  that 
these  prepared  coals  are  on  track  in  greater 
quantity  than  the  market  can  absorb  readily 
and  of  course  when  the  demurrage  accumu¬ 
lates  they  will  be  sold  for  what  they  will  bring. 

Contracting  has  not  been  much  of  a  feature 
for  the  week,  a  good  many  of  the  consumers 
being  disposed  to  hold  off.  However,  where 
the  consumers’  credit  is  good  and  where  the 
business  outlook  for  the  immediate  future  is 
such  as  to  warrant  it  some  good  sized  con¬ 
tracts  are  being  placed.  The  railroads,  the 
biggest  buyers,  have  not  yet  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  their  supply  in  all  cases,  although 
some  of  them  have  bought. 

The  Indiana  mines  have  been  closed  down 
for  a  couple  of  weeks  and  resumed  operations 
last  Monday,  all  the  difficulties  having  been 
straightened  out  by  President  Lewis,  who 
went  over  the  head  of  President  Van  Horn  of 
the  Indiana  State  Mine  Workers  and  settled 
the  differences.  The  mine  operators  have  re¬ 
sumed  production  without  any  immediate 
market  for  their  product  and  this  naturally 
added  to  the  confusion  in  the  Chicago  trade 
when  efforts  were  made  to  market  that  supply. 

The  anthracite  trade  has  been  exceptionally 
good,  a  good  many  producers  reporting  an  in¬ 
crease  in  sales  for  both  April  and  May  over 
the  total  business  done  during  those  two 
months  a  year  ago  and  what  is  more  surpris¬ 
ing  the  collections  have  been  exceptionally  good. 
Just  now  not  many  orders  are  being  placed, 
the  dealers  contenting  themselves  with  com¬ 
pleting  shipments  on  the  coal  ordered  under 
the  May  circular. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  is  even  softer  this 
week  than  it  was  last  week  sand  as  a  result 
prices  have  eased  off  about  five  cents  a  ton. 
They  are  now  quotable  at  $2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  for  steam  lump  and  $2.25  for  lump,  egg 
’  and  nut. 

Third  vein  coal  is  quiet  with  the  exception 
of  screenings,  where  the  demand  is  so  strong 
that  the  operators  can  not  in  all  instances  live 
up  to  their  contracts.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines:  Mine-run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  stand¬ 
ard  lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings, 
$1.60. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  also  easier,  due  to  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  material  up  to  demurrage.  Screen¬ 
ings,  of  course,  are  strong  and  steady.  The 


following  prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  are  represent¬ 
ative:  Screenings,  $1.40  to  $1.45;  mine-run, 
$1.65  to  $1.70;  steam  lump,  $1.80  to  $1.85. 

Springfield  coal  shows  a  softer  tendency,  but 
without  any  material  change  in  prices  except 
now  and  then  when  some  lump  coal  is  to  be 
disposed  of  being  up  to  demurrage.  Screen¬ 
ings  are  in  good  demand,  the  supply  not  being 
adequate.  The  following  quotations  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  indicate  the  state  of  the  trade.  Screen¬ 
ings,  $1.40  to  $1.50;  mine-run,  $1.70;  steam 
lump,  $1.75  to  $1.85. 

Carterville  coal  is  in  about  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  as  all  other  Illinois  coals,  the  lump  being 
in  no  particular  demand,  but  there  being  a 
market  for  all  screenings  that  can  be  pro¬ 
duced.  The  market  is  quotable  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  as  follows:  Screenings,  60  cents;  mine- 
run,  95  cents  to  $1.05;  lump,  $1.25  to  $1.30. 

Clinton,  Indiana,  district  coal  is  weak  with 
the  possible  exception  of  screenings.  •  The 
mines  opened  this  week,  but  aside  from  the 
supplying  of  a  good  demand  for  fine  coal  the 
operators  had  no  place  to  put  their  output.  We 
quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.75  to 
$1.85;  lJ4-inch  lump,  $1.90  to  $1.95;  screenings 
are  not  quoted  because  all  of  the  mines  are 
sold  up. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  mines  open¬ 
ed  on  Monday  and  are  now  in  full  operation, 
with  only  a  moderate  demand  for  the  product. 
The  following  are  the  prices  f.  o.  b.  the  mines: 
Lump  and  egg,  $1.25;  steam  lump,  $1.20. 

The  Brazil  block  coal  is  continuing  in  an 
abundant  supply,  a  good  deal  being  up  to  de¬ 
murrage  and  sacrificed,  with  the  result  that 
prices  are  off  about  ten  cents,  on  the  average, 
the  coal  being  quoted  at  $2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
in  open  cars  and  $2.90  in  box  cars. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Only  a  moderate  demand  for  Hocking  coal 
exists  now  and  while  the  more  careful  pro¬ 
ducers  are  not  shipping  in  any  unsold  coal 
some  of  the  more  venturesome  have  permitted 
some  of  the  product  to  accumulate  demurrage 
and  it  has  been  sold  at  $2.95  to  $3.05  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  However,  only  a  few  cars  have  been 
sacrificed,  but  they  have  had  a  depressing  effect 
upon  the  market  which  in  general  is  main¬ 
tained  at  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Jackson  Hill 
is  firm  at  $4.15  and  Pittsburgh  No.  8  }^-ir\ch 
lump  is  about  steady  at  $2.65  to  $2.75. 

Kanawha  coal  has  been  up  to  demurrage, 
with  an  abundance  of  splint  of  high  quality 
being  sold  as  low  as  three  dollars  to  $3.10. 
The  producers  are  trying  to  obtain  $3.25  in 
some  instances,  compromising  on  $3.15. 

Youghiogheny  coal  shipments  have  been  re¬ 
stricted  to  contract  requirements  and  conse¬ 
quently  is  a  little  firmer  than  last  week,  being 
quoted  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three- 
fourth-inch  steam,  $3.15;  %-inch  gas,  $3.25; 
\J/i-\nch  lump,  $3.35. 

Fairmont  coal  is  unchanged  in  price  and 
shipments,  the  latter  bei-ng  regulated  by  the 
contract  requirements.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  Three-fourth  inch  steam,  $3.10;  inch 
gas,  $3.20. 

Smokeless  coal  is  still  the  weak  sister  on 
the  Chicago  market,  a  good  deal  of  supposedly 
good  quality  both  thick  and  thin  vein  coal  sell¬ 
ing  at  85  cents  to  $1.00  for  mine-run.  Lump 
and  egg  is  a  very  uncertain  quantity  as  to 
price.  Some  producers  of  the  highest  grade  of 
thick  vein  coal  are  holding  out  for  the  circular 
price  of  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  and  when  this 
can  not  be  obtained  the  product  is  kept  in  the 
ground.  Other  producers  of  high  grade  thick 
vein  coal  are  willing  to  come  down  to  $3.15  or 
$3.20  in  order  to  get  into  the  market  with  their 
product.  Some  more  lump  and  egg  was  ship¬ 
ped  in  this  week  for  mine-run  coal. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Most  of  the  needs  of  the  coke  consumers  in 
this  territory  are  now  being  supplied  with  de¬ 
murrage  coke  since  a  good  deal  of  it  has  been 
collected  within  the  week.  Buyers  are  in  the 
market  for  a  full  year’s  requirement  at  the 
present  prices,  but  are  unable  to  close  deals 
with  producers,  who  ask  an  advance  of  25 
cents  a  ton  for  any  deliveries  after  the  1st  of 
January.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Con- 
nellsville,  $4.90;  Wise  County,  $4.75;  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  $4.65;  48-hour,  $4.15;  by-product  foun¬ 
dry,  $4,751  by-product  domestic,  $4.65;  gas 
house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Mines  Begin  to  Clean  Up  Preparatory  to 
Meeting  Lake  Demands-  Labor 
Contract  Signed. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  June  4. 

More  life  was  exhibited  in  the  local  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  fields  this  week  than  for  two  or  three 
weeks.  Local  coal  producers  have  placed  many 
more  men  at  work,  and,  in  addition,  several 
of  the  largest  companies  have  reopened  many 
mines.  This  is  not  to  be  construed,  however, 
that  these  mines  are  producing  heavily  for  this 
is  not  the  case. 

These  mines  have  been  idle  in  many  cases 
for  several  months,  and  in  some  cases  for  a 
much  longer  time,  and  they  naturally  need  a 
good  cleaning  out  before  they  will  be  in  shape 
for  a  run.  Water  and  gases  have  accumulated, 
and  these  evils  must  be  remedied  before  coal 
can  be  mined  in  safety.  Inspections  are  being 
made,  and  by  the  time  these  details  are  com¬ 
pleted,  it  will  be  the  proper  time  for  these  mines 
to  be  started  on  full  turn.  By  that  time  the 
lake  shipping  season  will  be  starting,  and  the 
demand  for  coal  will '  be  considerably  greater 
than  at  present. 

Local  operators  are  looking  forward  eagerly 
to  the  time  when  they  will  be  able  to  con¬ 

sistently  operate  their  mines  once  more  to  the 
utmost  capacity,  but  are  also  considering  the 
many  difficulties  with  which  they  will  be  forced 
to  contend.  There  is  likely  to  be  a  scarcity  ol 
cars  for  coal  shipment,  and  no  one  seems  to 
doubt  that  there  will  be  a  freight  congestion  on 
the  roads  from  Pittsburgh  to  the  north  and 
west  before  summer  is  over.  The  demands  for 
coal  from  the  lake  carriers  in  the  late  summer 
and  early  fall  could  be  met  by  the  operator 

easily,  but  the  railroad  facilities  are  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  competent  to  handle  such  a 

tremendous  increase  in  business.  This  was 
demonstrated  last  year,  when  the  shipments  had 
moved  steadily  from  the  first  of  May.  By 
September  the  rail  carriers  had  thousands  of 
cars  blocked  in  the  yards  and  on  the  sidings 
en  route  to  the  destination.  The  heaviest  and 
most  serious  freight  blockages  were  those  con¬ 
signed  from  Pittsburgh  to  the  lower  lake  ports, 
and  in  some  cases,  it  was  impossible  to  move 
cars  for  weeks.  This  is  likely  to  occur  again 
this  year. 

Some  little  price  cutting  has  been  reported 
around  Pittsburgh  this  week,  but  none  of  any 
importance  in  the  immediate  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict.  The  local  operators  are  standing  “pat" 
on  prices,  and  will  continue  to  refuse  business 
unless  they  can  book  it  at  the  prices  agreed 
upon.  All  interested  seem  to  feel  easier  now 
regarding  the  price  question  since  the  wage 
scale  has  finally  been  decided  for  another  two 
years,  and  many  miners  will  go  to  work  next 
week.  Mine-run  is  still  quoted  at  from  $1.10 
to  $1.20;  $1.30  to  $1.40  for  three-quarter;  $1.40 
to  $1.50  for  1%  inch;  $1.60  for  lump,  and  from 
80  to  90  cents  per  ton  for  slack,  all  f.  o.  b. 
mines. 

The  coke  situation  continues  to  improve,  and 
the  production  increased  several  points.  More 
ovens  have  been  blown  in,  and  other  plants 
will  start  additional  ovens  this  week  and  next. 
The  blast  furnaces  are  preparing  to  start  the 
manufacture  of  pig  iron,  and  steel  companies 
are  increasing  their  orders  for  pig  and  billets. 
This,  of  course,  must  create  an  instant  demand 
for  more  furnace  coke,  as  the  stocks  on  hand 
are  at  a  minimum.  Prices  remain  about  the 
same,  the  quotations  being  $1.50  to  $1.75  for 
furnace  coke  and  from  $2.20  to  $2.35  for 
foundry  grades.  Some  few  sales  have  been 
made  at  a  lower  figure  for  the  latter  coke,  how¬ 
ever,  but  such  sales  have  been  small. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

H.  A.  Donnelly,  a  leading  coal  operator  of 
Latrobe,  Pa.,  was  a  business  visitor  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  for  several  days  last  week. 

George  E.  Gray,  a  prominent  mining  engineer 
and  coke  manufacturer  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  spent 


several  days  in  Pittsburgh  last  week  on  busi¬ 
ness. 

At  Uniontown,  Pa.,  the  engagement  of  C.  L. 
Parson,  auditor  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  and  Miss  Jennie  Bosworth,  of  Belpre. 
Ohio,  has  been  announced.  The  wedding  will 
not  take  place  for  several  months. 

A  charter  will  be  asked,  the  latter  part  of  this 
week,  for  the  Somerset  Fuel  Company,  of  Som¬ 
erset,  Pa.,  and  as  soon  as  the  organization  is 
perfected,  the  concern  will  open  up  for  busi¬ 
ness.  The  incorporators  are  L.  A.  Cook,  W. 
B.  Cook  and  Charles  C.  Cook. 

Suit  has  been  entered  against  the  Mononga- 
hela  River  Consolidated  ’  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
by  George  E.  Rutter,  of  West  Newton,  Pa., 
who  asks  $20,000  damages  for  injuries  alleged 
to  have  been  received  in  the  Fayette  City  mine 
of  the  defendant  company. 

The  Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke  Company  resumed 
operations  last  week  at  the  plant  located  at 
Russellton,  near  Tarentum,  Pa.  This  plant  has 
been  closed  down  for  several  weeks,  and  will 
be  operated  in  full  now.  About  200  men  will 
thus  be  given  steady  employment. 

The  Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 

fired  the  plant  at  Russellton,  near  Tarentum, 
Pa.,  and  has  all  ovens,  as  well  as  the  mines 
in  full  operation.  The  plant  has  been  closed 
down  for  some  time  on  account  of  business 

conditions.  Several  hundred  men  are  at  work 
in  the  mines. 

The  Davis  interests  in  the  Brownsville  Coke 
Company  have  been  sold  to  a  Mr.  Glen,  also 
of  Brownsville,  and  following  the  announcement 
of  this  change  in  holdings,  comes  the  announce¬ 
ment  that  the  company,  which  operates  a  coking 
plant  at  Brownsville,  Pa.,  will  improve  it  at 

once  by  the  addition  of  some  fifty  or  more 
modern  ovens. 

The  announcement  was  made  last  week  that 
the  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Company  pro¬ 

posed  firing  a  number  of  additional  ovens  with¬ 
in  a  short  time  at  the  plant  at  Star  Junction, 
Pa.,  and  that  the  number  of  ovens  would  grad¬ 
ually  be  increased  until  the  entire  plant  is 
running  full  time.  The  company  has  recently 
taken  a  number  of  big  orders. 

C.  J.  Bradfield,  George  W.  Hill  and  Frederick 
Hunt,  all  prominent  coal  land  holders  and  op¬ 
erators  of  Barnesville,  Ohio,  were  business  visi¬ 
tors  in  Pittsburgh  for  several  days  the  latter 
part  of  last  week.  They  are  negotiating  with 
a  number  of  Pittsburgh  capitalists  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  large  coal  tract  in  this  part  of  the 
state. 

An  explosion,  last  week,  at  the  foot  of  the 
shaft  of  the  mine  of  the  Big  Vein  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Salineville,  Ohio,  resulted  in  the  death 
of  two  men  and  the  serious  injury  of  several 
others.  The  shaft  was  badly  wrecked,  but 
fortunately  no  other  workmen  were  in  the  mine. 
The  wreckage  will  be  cleared  at  once,  and  the 
mine  placed  in  condition  for  operation  as  soon 
as  possible. 

W.  A.  Crist,  general  manager  of  the  Ber- 
wind-White  Coal  Company’s  operations  and 
plants  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Windber  and  Johnstown,  has  re¬ 
signed  this  position  to  devote  his  time  to  his 
personal  business  interests.  Mr.  Crist  has  been 
identified  with  the  above  company  for  thirty- 
two  years,  and  has  made  his  home  in  Johns¬ 
town  for  about  fifteen  years,  when  he  took 
charge  of  the  plants  of  the  company  through¬ 
out  that  part  of  the  state. 

An  evidence  of  the  confidence  in  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  coking  industry,  throughout 
the  Connellsville  region,  is  shown  by  the  action 
last  week  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company, 
when  the  announcement  was  made  that  bids 
were  to  be  asked  for  the  erection  and  con¬ 
struction  of  118  new  miners’  houses  at  the 
Filbert  plant  of  that  company.  These  houses 
will  be  built  below  Buffington  along  the  Monon- 
gahela  River.  All  will  be  of  a  far  better  class 
than  those  generally  erected  for  the  miners,  and 
will  be  among  the  most  substantial  houses  that 
have  ever  been  erected  by  the  Frick  Company. 

Many  additional  ovens  are  being  fired  in  the 
Connellsville  and  Klondyke  Coal  Region,  and 
although  these  are  principally  owned  by  the 


H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company,  the  independents 
are  also  preparing  to  fire  a  large  number  of  ad¬ 
ditional  ovens.  The  mines  are  also  being  op¬ 
erated  to  a  greater  capacity  than  at  any  other 
time  for  six  months,  and  although  there  is  com¬ 
paratively  little  coal  being  loaded  for  shipment 
in  the  coke  regions,  the  increased  demand  for 
coke  due  to  the  opening  of  the  pig  iron  market, 
has  necessitated  the  placing  of  many  more  min¬ 
ers  at  work. 

The  announcement  was  made  last  week  that 
H.  E.  Gray,  superintendent  of  the  mines  of  the 
Coronet  Coal  Company  at  Berlin,  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  is  an  applicant  for  the  position  of 
commissioner  of  mines,  a  position  that  was 
recently  created  by  the  Federal  Government. 
The  applicant  for  the  appointment,  is  one  of 
the  best  informed  men  in  this  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  for  such  a  position,  having  made  a  study  of 
explosive  mine  gases  for  many  years,  as  well 
as  the  remedy  and  the  method  of  handling 
them  with  the  greatest  safety.  Mr.  Gray'  has 
also  prepared  an  exceptionally  instructive  series 
of  lectures  on  this  subject. 

Suit  has  been  filed  by  H.  C.  Craig,  a  leading 
oil  and  gas  operator  of  Chicora,  Butler  County, 
Pa.,  against  the  Chicora  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  upon 
which  the  claims  for  damages  are  based,  the 
case  promises  to  create  a  great  deal  of  general 
interest.  The  plaintiff  owns  the  oil  and  gas 
rights  for  a  certain  piece  of  property  for  which 
the  defendant  also  owns  the  coal  lying  under 
the  surface.  The  plaintiff  had  a  producing  well 
on  his  property,  and  the  defendant  company 
took  out  a  large  part  of  the  coal.  But,  in  the 
suit  for  damages  filed,  the  plaintiff  alleges  that 
the  defendant  after  removing  the  coal,  did  not 
properly  shore  and  support  the  walls  and  roof, 
and  that  the  roof  fell  in,  which  permitted  the 
surface  to  cave  in  also,  completely  ruining  the 
well  of  the  plaintiff,  who  now  asks  that  the 

defendant  be  compelled  to  pay  damages  in  the 
sum  of  $15,000. 

From  the  appearances,  noted  last  week  at 

the  plants  of  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Company 

at  Windber,  Pa.,  the  recent  financial  depression 
is  having  no  bad  effect  on  these  operations, 
nor  on  the  business  interests  of  the  town  and 
surrounding  country.  The  output  sheets  show 
that  the  production  at  the  Windber  mines  has 
been  greater  during  the  last  six  months  than 
for  the  six  months  preceding,  and  that  the 

production  for  the  last  five  months,  or  since 
the  first  of  the  present  year,  has  shown  a  hand¬ 
some  increase  over  the  production  of  the  first 
five  months  of  1907.  The  company,  as  an¬ 
nounced  several  weeks,  ago,  is  making  extensive 
improvements,  adding  materially  to  the  capacity, 
and,  in  the  near  future,  some  additional  im¬ 
provements  will  be  started.  The  company  is 
operating  the  mines  practically  to  capacity,  and 
has  recently  procured  several  immense  contracts 
for  shipment  to  seaboard. 

After  nearly  two  weeks  of  daily  conferences 
between  the  committees  representing  the  coal 
operators  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  and  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  the  com¬ 
mittees  finally  got  together  and  re-affirmed  the 
working  conditions  existing  in  this  district  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  two  years.  The  conference  was  at 
first  composed  of  the  operators’  committee  and 
all  of  the  members  of  the  miners’  wage  com¬ 
mittee,  but  after  a  week’s  effort  was  of  no  avail, 
and  the  question  was  no  nearer  a  decision  than 
when  the  first  joint  meeting  was  held,  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  joint  sub-com¬ 
mittee,  which  threshed  out  the  difficulties.  This 
joint  sub-committee  was  composed  of  John  H. 
Jones,  J.  H.  Sanford,  John  Armstrong  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Keefer,  for  the  operators,  and  John  P. 
White,  S.  A.  Whetzel,  Francis  Feehan  and 
James  S.  Clark,  representing  the  miners.  The 
miners  made  several  efforts  to  obtain  additional 
concessions  from  the  operators.  These,  how¬ 
ever,  would  have  increased  the  cost  of  mining, 
and  the  operators  held  firmly  to  their  decision 
that  they  would  not  yield  on  the  ground  that 
present  conditions  would  not  warrant  the  op¬ 
erators  assuming  additional  expense.  Both  sides 
expressed  themselves  as  well  satisfied  that  the 
agreement  was  made. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 

Splint  Producers  Cut  Prices  by  Circular, 
but  Fail  to  Stimulate  the 
Buying. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
'Cincinnati,  June  4. 

Little  that  is  encouraging  can  be  said  of  the 
outlook  here.  There  is  practically  no  demand 
for  certain  grades  of  coal,  and  the  more  the 
producers  of  these  coals  try  to  push  them,  the 
worse  they  make  conditions. 

For  instance,  there  has  been  an  exceedingly 
light  demand  for  splint  lump  coal  all  season. 
Several  operators,  thinking  to  force  an  amount 
of  their  coal  upon  an  unwilling  public,  sent  cir¬ 
culars  broadcast  naming  $1  a  ton  for  Kanawha 
splint.  This  did  not  make  new  customers  for 
this  coal,  but  simply  informed  the  few  actual 
buyers  that  lower  prices  were  being  quoted  than 
those  at  which  they  had  been  buying,  and  they 
immediately  took  up  the  matter  with  the  people 
from  whom  they  had  been  buying,  with  the  re¬ 
sult  that  these  people,  too,  must  come  down  to, 
or  near  the  low  level  of  a  dollar  for  lump.  The 
common  quotation  for  splint  lump  is  now  $1 
to  $1.25  with  very  little  going  at  any  price, 
and  the  bulk  of  sales  nearer  the  low  than  the 
high  price.  Nut  and  slack  is  off  a  little  this 
week,  and  is  now  more  or  less  plentiful  at  60 
to  70  cents  for  the  usual  standard  grades.  Run- 
of-mine  is  being  quoted  at  90  cents  to  $1  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines. 

New  River  and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg 
are  a  little  firmer  than  last  week,  due,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  to  the  strong  circular  printed  last  week 
in  The  Black  Diamond.  While  the  production 
of  smokeless  coal  is  very  light,  there  is  no  ap¬ 
parent  trouble  in  taking  care  of  all  current 
orders.  One  dollar  and  sixty  cents  a  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  is  the  regular  quotation,  but  as  noted 
last  week,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  this  will 
be  the  first  price  to  advance. 

The  river  is  still  at  an  excellent  stage  for 
boating,  and  both  the  Kanawha  and  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  districts  are  sending  rather  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  coal  down  the  river  for  future  use. 
The  river  market  is  quite  firm  at  7 ]/i  cents  a 
bushel  for  Pittsburgh  lump  afloat,  with  Kan¬ 
awha  lump  7  to  7J4  cents. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Harry  Caperton,  a  well-known  New  River  op¬ 
erator,  was  here  a  day  or  two  this  week  and 
went  to  Detroit. 

Enoch  Carver,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
Kanawha  coal  producers,  spent  a  day  or  two 
here  the  latter  part  of  last  week. 

Harry  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  local 
branch  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  is  spend¬ 
ing  this  week  at  the  mines  in  the  Pocahontas 
district. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  The 
Thacker  Company,  returned  a  few  days  ago 
from  a  trip  through  the  south  and  east.  He 
spent  several  days  in  an  automobile  trip. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Company  has  been  award¬ 
ed  the  contract  to  furnish  the  Hamilton  County 
buildings  with  coal.  Its  bid  was  $2.47  for  run- 
of-mine,  and  $3.45  for  smokeless  lump  for  heat¬ 
ing  purposes. 

Thomas  G.  Williams,  formerly  connected 
with  a  number  of  Cincinnati  coal  companies  as 
an  expert  accountant,  is  here  for  a  short  time. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  special  work  in  the 
New  River  coal  field. 

J.  R.  Thomas,  president  of  The  Carbon  Fuel 
Company,  one  of  the  largest  distributing  con¬ 
cerns  of  this  city,  spent  several  days  here  this 
week.  With  a  number  of  friends,  he  took  in 
the  Derby,  on  Tuesday. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Company  is  the  lowest 
bidder  for  smokeless  coal  for  the  Government 
building.  It  proposes  to  furnish  run-of-mine  at 
$2.85  a  ton.  The  amount  required  is  about  -3,- 
000  tons.  Several  other  bids  were  received,  and 


as  the  bidding  was  done  on  a  basis  of  heat  units, 
there  is  a  chance  that  the  lowest  bid  may  not 
get  the  contract,  though  the  presumption  is  that 
it  will. 

• 

C.  E.  Fultz,  manager  of  the  local  office  of 
The  New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Company,  spent 
several  days  this  week  at  Detroit  attending  the 
sessions  of  the  convention  of  the  Michigan-In- 
diana  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 

William  Clauss,  president  of  The  Cincinnati 
Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  announces 
the  resignation  of  J.  D.  Barth,  manager  of  The 
Barth-Rose  Coal  Company  of  St.  Louis.  John 
A.  Beresford  of  Cincinnati  has  been  installed 
in  the  place  vacated  by  Mr.  Barth. 

The  Smoke  Abatement  League,  which  is  get¬ 
ting  to  be  perniciously  active  again,  has  just 
caused  the  arrest  of  the  responsible  persons 
in  The  Buckeye  Marble  Company.,  Eggleston 
avenue,  and  The  Frank  Tea  &  Spice  Company 
for  violation  of  the  anti-smoke  ordinance. 

W.  R.  Kernohan,  sales  manager  of  The  Zieg¬ 
ler  Coal  Company,  Chicago,  but  known  only  as 
“Bob”  around  Cincinnati,  his  old  home,  was 
here  a  few  days  this  week  combining  a  busi¬ 
ness  and  pleasure  trip.  Everybody  was  glad  to 
see  him.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  young 
men  in  the  trade  and  his  rapid  rise  to  the 
high  position  he  holds  it  due  entirely  to  his 
own  merits. 

A  late  dispatch  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  re¬ 
ports  the  chartering  there,  under  the  laws  of 
West  Virginia,  The  Cincinnati  Gas  Transporta¬ 
tion  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $5,000,444,  to 
build  and  operate  a  natural  gas  pipe  line  from 
the  West  Virginia  fields  to  Cincinnati.  This 
project  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  less  than 
a  year,  and  is  then  expected  to  cut  quite  a 
figure  in  the  coal  business,  as  natural  gas  will 
sell  for  thirty  cents  a  thousand  feet. 

The  White  Oak  Coal  Company,  a  late  entrant 
into  the  retail  coal  business  of  this  city,  but  one 
of  the  most  active  and  progressive  concerns 
anywhere,  has  just  taken  out  a  permit  to  build 
a  new  coal  elevator  on  the  west  side  of  Stan¬ 
ton  avenue  immediately  south  of  Fern  street. 
This  is  the  location  of  the  old  Walnut  Hills 
Coal  •&  Mining  Company,  which  was  purchased 
some  time  ago  by  The  White  Oak  Coal  Com¬ 
pany.  The  latter  now  proposes  to  erect  a 
thoroughly  up-to-date  and  modern  plant  for  the 
retail  handling  of  coal.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
locations  in  the  city  for  a  retail  coal  yard. 

The  first  barge  of  coal  from  the  new  Clif¬ 
ford  mine  of  The  Fort  Pitt  Coal  Company  ar¬ 
rived  in  Cincinnati  this  week  in  tow  of  the 
steamer  A.  R.  Budd.  A  number  of  experienced 
coal  men  looked  at  the  coal  and  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  that  it  looked  as  good  as  Pittsburgh 
coal.  The  engineers  of  the  A.  R.  Budd  tried 
it  under  the  boilers  of  their  boat  and  spoke  very 
highly  of  its  steaming  quality.  The  new  mine  is 
in  Ohio  opposite  Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  and  is 
being  opened  up  on  a  most  extensive  scale.  The 
Budds  of  Pittsburgh  control  the  Fort  Pitt  Coal 
Company  and  Clifford  M.  Budd,  formerly  of 
this  city,  is  here  this  week  looking  after  the 
interests  of  his  concern. 

The  Campbells  Creek  Coal  Company,  a  large 
wholesale  and  retail  concern  with  mines  in  the 
Kanawha  district,  recently  bought  a  large  tract 
of  ground  in  Avondale,  one  of  the  fashionable 
suburbs  of  this  city,  with  a  view  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  coal  yard  on  the  property.  A  long  switch 
from  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  reaches 
one  end  of  the  property,  and  closely  adjoining 
it  are  a  number  of  elegant  residences.  The 
residents  of  the  neighborhood  rose  up  in  arms, 
and  immediately  influenced  the  city  council  to 
pass  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  establishing 
of  a  coal  yard  in  a  neighborhood  if  a  certain 
percentage  of  the  residents  are  opposed  to  it. 
This  legislation  is  expected  to  shut  The  Camp¬ 
bells  Creek  Coal  Company  out  of  Avondale  at 
this  time.  The  coal  company,  however,  having 
bought  the  property  at  a  high  price  with  the 
expectation  of  establishing  a  coal  yard  upon  it, 
is  going  into  the  courts  at  once  to  have  its 
rights  in  the  matter  determined.  The  location 
of  the  proposed  new  plant  is  ideal  for  delivery 
in  Avondale  and  parts  of  Walnut  Hills. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  June  4. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — A  slight  improvement  is  noted  in  the  coal 
business  recently.  By  this  it  is  not  meant  that 
there  is  anything  approaching  a  rush  of  trade, 
but  some  orders  are  now  coming  in  and  the  coal 
men  are  very  hopeful  for  the  future.  Steam  coal 
business  is  dull,  hence  the  improvement  is  mostly 
on  the  domestic  demand.  Numerous  school  house 
contracts,  and  some  buying  in  anticipation  of  the 
threshing  season,  are  now  acting  as  a  stimulant. 

Lake  trade  has  not  yet  started  for  the  season. 
A  few  cargoes  are  leaving,  but  they  are  inconse¬ 
quential  when  compared  with  the  water  ship¬ 
ments  of  other  seasons.  It  is  now  thought  that 
there  will  be  but  little  doing  in  lake  traffic  until 
about  the  first  of  July,  but  the  prediction  is  being 
freely  made  that  the  movement  will  be  excep¬ 
tionally  heavy  when  the  navigation  opens.  In 
speaking  of  prospects,  one  well  informed  coal  man 
said :  “Mark  my  words,  there  will  be  things 

doing  within  the  next  sixty  days.  Last  year  it 
required  approximately  17,000,000  tons  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  upper  docks.  It  is  now  estimated 
that  about  ninety  per  cent  of  that  amount  will  be 
required  this  year  for  the  same  purpose.  Last 
year  the  navigation  season  began  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  April;  this  year  it  will  begin  about  the 
first  of  July.  When  you  consider  this  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  there  will  be  something  doing  in  water 
shipments  when  the  season  begins.  This  will 
mean  not  only  the  unloading  of  a  mountain  of 
coal  within  a  comparatively  short  space  of  time, 
but  this,  in  turn,  will  remove  much  of  the  strong 
home  competition.  Coal  will  not  be  so  easy  to 
get  as  one  might  think  at  first  blush.  My  opinion 
is  that  the  end  of  the  depression  is  near  at  hand 
and  that  there  will  be  a  rushing  trade  about  the 
first  of  August  or  a  trifle  later.” 


Personal  Mention. 

I.  W.  Copelin  has  returned  from  a  business 
trip  to  Harrisburg  and  Altoona,  Pa. 

C.  B.  Grandy  took  a  run  up  to  Detroit  this 
week  to  take  in  the  big  coal  convention. 

A.  L.  Johnson  and  A.  J.  Johnson  were  in  De¬ 
troit  attending  the  convention  this  week. 

F.  M.  Cain,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Fuel  &  Iron 
Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  made  a  recent  business 
visit  in  Toledo. 

Hunter  W.  Finch,  of  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co., 
of  Chicago,  was  in  the  city  Monday  of  this  week 
on  business. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice-president  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company,  of  Columbus,  was  in  the 
city  on  Tuesday. 

Edgar  C.  Hall  and  G.  W.  Luce,  representing 
the  Elmer  Miller  Coal  Company,  of  this  city,  at¬ 
tended  the  convention  at  Detroit  this  week. 

Joe  Lavenburg,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  went 
to  Detroit  today.  He  will  assist  in  looking  after 
the  Grandy  coal  business  at  the  convention  while 
there. 

The  local  trade  received  a  business  call  from 
H.  L.  Gilbert,  general  manager  of  the  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  Coal  &  Coking  Company,  of  Columbus, 
today. 

J.  N.  Lewis  made  a  business  visit  to  Toledo 
recently.  Mr.  Lewis  is  sales  agent  for  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

Sales  Manager  J.  IT.  Briscoe,  of  the  Howard 
Colliery  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  was  calling  on 
the  Toledo  trade  the  first  of  this  week.  He  went 
from  here  to  Detroit,  where  he  took  in  the  con¬ 
vention. 

Local  coal  dealers  received  a  business  call  from 
C.  C.  McCord,  contracting  agent  coal  and  coke 
traffic,  of  the  Erie  railway,  recently.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Cord  dropped  in  from  Chicago  looking  for  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  Erie  Company. 

Joseph  Miteheltree,  local  manager  of  M.  A. 
Hanna  &  Co. ;  T.  Boone  Brown,  in  charge  of  the 
local  office  of  the  Cannellton  Coal  Company,  and 
T.  C.  Murphy,  sales  agent  for  T.  W.  Copelin, 
were  among  the  Toledo  coal  men  who  took  in  the 
Detroit  coal  meeting  this  week. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 

Big  Contracts  Are  Pending  and  Will  be 
Closed  Soon— Lake  Boats  Re¬ 
main  Idle. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  June  4. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Considerable  interest  has  been 
manifest  in  the  coal  market  here  this  week 
outside  of  the  lake  trade.  Dealers  are  concerned 
about  various  big  contracts  to  be  let  before  long 
and  these  have  been  the  subject  of  much  at¬ 
tention. 

The  Municipal  Traction  Company,  now  op¬ 
erating  all  the  street  railways  of  Cleveland,  has 
not  yet  awarded  contracts  for  power  house  fuel. 
That  contract  will  be  let  as  soon  as  the  present 
organization  and  the  old  Cleveland  Electric  is 
fully  merged  into  the  new  Cleveland  Railway 
Company.  It  will  call  for  about  150,000  tons. 

The  Cleveland  board  of  education  will,  on 
June  15,  open  bids  on  18,000  tons  of  soft  coal, 
8,000  of  lump,  2,000  of  nut  and  8,000  of  slack. 
This  contract  will  be  let  before  the  end  of  the 
month.  The  Cleveland  waterworks  contract, 
calling  for  100,000  tons,  will  be  awarded  about 
August  1st.  Nearly  all  of  the  smaller  con¬ 
tracts  have  been  signed  up  and  the  local  trade 
is  in  better  shape  than  for  several  months. 

Pittsburgh  slack  is  selling  at  75  cents ;  run-of- 
mine,  $1.15  to  $1.20,  and  34-inch  lump,  $1.20  to 
$1.25.  There  is  little  call  for  inch  and  a  quarter 
at  $1.50.  The  domestic  trade  is  quiet. 

The  output  of  mines  is  still  small  and  will 
continue  so  until  there  is  more  general  re¬ 
sumption  of  business.  Few  concerns  are  carry¬ 
ing  any  stock  to  speak  of,  and  when  trade  be¬ 
comes  normal  mines  will  be  taxed  pretty  well 
up  to  capacity.  The  railroads  are  coming  into 
the  market  for  just  enough  to  keep  engines 
running. 

Judging  from  the  present  outlook  there  will 
lie  quite  a  large  movement  of  coal  from  this 
port  and  other  Ohio  ports  within  the  next  few 
days.  Considerable  has  been  loaded  this  week. 


Lake  Situation. 

At  the  meeting  of  independent  vessel  owners 
here  this  week  it  was  decided  by  them  to  hold 
fleets  in  port  until  June  16.  The  only  exception 
will  be  a  few  boats  that  have  to  deliver  con¬ 
tract  cargoes.  Another  meeting  is  to  be  held 
June  16  m  this  city,  and  if  conditions  remain 
the  same,  the  start  will  be  postponed  to  July 
1.  The  continued  delay  gives  rise  to  rumor 
that  the  open  shop  policy  to  be  inaugurated 
with  the  opening  of  navigation  augurs  for 
trouble  and  in  a  measure  accounts  for  some  of 
the  procrastination. 

A  number  of  big  carriers  that  have  storage 
coal  cargoes  started  this  week  and  a  few  wood¬ 
en  vessels  will  be  placed  in  commission  next 
week. 

Owners  of  steamers  that  took  coal  to  the 
head  of  Lake  Superior  at  thirty  cents,  announce 
that  the  boats  were  run  at  a  loss  and  that  they 
would  make  money  if  the  boats  remained  at 
the  dock.  It  is  understood  that  some  deals  have 
been  made  and  that  vessels  that  have  ore  will 
carry  coal  that  was  taken  for  boats  of  other 
fleets.  While  the  owners  want  to  hold  boats 
until  there  is  enough  business  to  operate  at  a 
profit,  they  do  not  want  to  do  anything  that 
would  not  be  fair  to  the  shippers  and  all  car¬ 
goes  that  must  go  will  be  taken  care  of.  More 
steamers  of  the  Pittsburgh  Steamship  Com¬ 
pany  were  started  recently  and  about  twenty- 
five  boats  are  in  commission.  That  is  about 
one-quarter  of  the  company’s  fleet.  The  new 
steamer  William  H.  Wolf  loaded  coal  at  Lorain 
this  week  for  Milwaukee.  The  Rufus  P.  Ran- 
ney,  fresh  from  Superior,  is  also  at  Lorain  tak¬ 
ing  on  her  first  coal  cargo.  The  steamer  Good¬ 
year  of  the  Mitchell  fleet,  has  left  Ashtabula 
with  coal  for  the  upper  lakes. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

O.  P.  Rank,  sales  manager  of  M.  A.  Hanna 
&  Co.,  S.  B.  Coolidge,  secretary  of  the  Glens 
Run  Coal  Company,  and  William  Harper,  sec¬ 


retary  of  the  Morris  Coal  Company,  are  among 
those  who  attended  the  Detroit  meeting  this 
week  from  Cleveland. 

Among  those  who  attended  the  independent 
vessel  owners’  meeting  here  Monday  were  Roy 
Wolvin,  Duluth ;  C.  W.  Elphicke,  Chicago ;  F. 
W.  Smith,  Milwaukee ;  H.  S.  Wilkinson,  Syra¬ 
cuse ;  H.  L.  Shaw  and  Sam  Cranage,  Bay  City; 
L.  C.  Sullivan,  Toledo;  F..  O.  Carter,  Erie;  J. 
H.  Brown,  Buffalo ;  John  H.  Walsh,  L.  C. 
Waldo  and  P.  H.  McMillan,  Detroit. 

Building  Inspector  Lougee  says  by  next  year 
Ohio  will  have  a  law  prohibiting  the  use  of  soft 
coal  in  locomotives  while  passing  through  cities. 
He  and  Smoke  Inspector  Krause  are  pushing 
a  campaign,  also,  for  electrification  of  railroads 
centering  Cleveland.  The  idea  is  to  protect  fine 
public  buildings  to  be  erected  on  the  lake  front 
in  what  is  known  as  the  “group  plan.”  Ordi¬ 
nances  are  also  being  enforced  strictly  against 
stationary  smokestacks. 

It  was  learned  here  today  that  the  miners 
and  operators,  representing  the  eastern  Ohio 
districts,  have  been  unable  to  agree  on  a  dead- 
work  scale  in  Wheeling.  Several  sessions  have 
been  held  there.  Those  who  participated  in 
those  meetings  are  now  on  their  way  to  Cleve¬ 
land,  and  it  is  understood  a  meeting  will  be 
held  here  tomorrow.  President  Tom  L.  Lewis 
was  in  Wheeling  yesterday  and  will  come  to 
Cleveland,  too.  The  operators  are  determined 
not  to  continue  the  extra  two  cents  a  ton,  which 
it  believes  it  should  not  carry  as  .against  the 
Pittsburgh  district. 


Minneapolis  Trade. 

Coal  Sales  Are  Slow  "and  Fears  Are  Ex¬ 
pressed  that  a  Shortage  Will  Occur|P^ 
Next  Winter. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  June  4. — •( Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Northwest  coal  market  condi¬ 
tions  show  no  particular  improvement.  This 
market  is  always  a  waiting  one  until  it  is  known 
just  how  bountiful  the  crop  will  be.  This  year 
it  is  likely  to  be  more  stagnant  than  ever  owing 
to  the  financial  conditions  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  and  the  national  election. 

Line-yard  companies  are  doing  practically 
no  business.  In  some  instances  their  stations 
have  been  closed  till  fall.  This  is  particularly 
true  in  the  grain  trade.  The  grain  was  moved 
early  and  country  elevators  are  bare  of  it,  the 
consequence  being  that  it  is  unprofitable  at  some 
of  the  smaller  points  to  keep  a  man  employed. 
These  stations  will  not  be  opened  until  early 
in  September,  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  chances 
of  shipping  in  coal  are  very  slim.  There  is  also 
every  prospect  that  stocking  coal  in  the  summer 
will  be  limited.  Last  year  line-yard  companies 
had  a  disastrous  experiment.  They  could  buy 
coal  in  January  cheaper  than  in  the  summer, 
and  as  many  of  them  stocked  coal  on  borrowed 
money,  they  cannot  see  any  sound  philosophy  in 
repeating  the  experiment  this  year. 

In  the  dock  trade  business  is  very  quiet.  It 
is  not  expected  that  much,  if  any  eastern  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  will  be  moving  ,up  the  lakes  before 
July  1st;  possibly  there  will  not  be  much  coal 
moving  before  August  1st.  Stocks  on  the  docks 
are  still  very  large  and  these  companies  feel 
that  it  would  be  absurd  to  put  freshly  mined 
coal  on  top  of  product  that  was  moved  up  last 
season,  due  to  the  serious  danger  of  spontaneous 
combustion.  The  vessel  situation  is  another 
factor  of  considerable  importance.  With  prac¬ 
tically  no  ore  to  be  moved  down  the  lakes  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  summer,  vessel  rates  are  necessar¬ 
ily  high,  and  dock  companies  are  pursuing  a 
waiting  policy  in  the  hope  that  later  in  the 
season  they  can  obtain  lower  freight  rates. 
They  can  hardly  afford  to  pay  a  rate  sufficient 
to  cover  the  movement  of  vessels  upbound  with 
coal  cargoes  and  returning  light.  Should  lake 
shipments  not  commence  until  August  1st  there 
would  be  ample  time  left  in  which  to  move  all 
the  coal  required  to  stock  the  docks.  It  might 
be  that  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there 
would  be  a  scramble  for  coal,  and  much  activ¬ 


ity  in  every  direction,  as  cars  from  mines  to 
lake  docks  would  be  scarce.  Vessel  tonnage 
available  will  be  sufficient  to  move  the  coal  re¬ 
quired  in  half  the  season,  the  10,000-ton  boats 
being  a  factor  of  great  importance. 

Shipments  Are  Light. 

Practically  no  anthracite  has  yet  been  loaded 
for  Duluth  and  Superior.  It  is  understood  that 
one  cargo  of  hard  coal  has  been  shipped  from 
Buffalo  to  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Company,  in  Milwaukee,  but  this  consti¬ 
tutes  the  only  movement  so  far  reported.  Some 
spring  buying  of  hard  coal  has  occurred  in  the 
northwest,  but  it  has  been  for  shipment  all¬ 
rail.  The  volume  of  this  business,  in  the  ag¬ 
gregate,  has  been  less  than  a  year  ago,  many 
line-yard  companies  refusing  to  place  orders 
until  September  on  account  of  the  interest  rate 
on  money. 

All  these  conditions  are  likely  to  result  in  a 
late  demand  for  coal  at  a  time  when  cars  arc 
scarce  and  difficult  to  obtain,  the  consequence 
being  that  business  will  come  with  a  rush  when 
it  does  come,  and,  if  there  is  a  cold  winter,  it 
would  not  be  surprising  if  the  northwestern 
states  experience  the  same  difficulties  in  keep¬ 
ing  up  their  coal  supply  they  did  two  years 
ago. 

In  the  all-rail  trade  southern  Illinois  coals 
are  steady  at  $1.25@1.35  for  the  domestic  sizes. 
Screenings,  are  scarce  and  difficult  to  obtain. 
Run-of-mine  coal  is  easy.  Northern  Illinois 
screenings  are  very  firm  and  higher.  Run-of- 
mine  is  steady  at  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 
Other  grades  of  Illinois  coal  are  quiet. 

Eastern  smokeless  run-of-mine  coal  has  been 
weak  when  shipped  in  here  all-rail.  Very  little 
Hocking  and  Youghiogheny  coal  is  coming  for¬ 
ward  at  this  time. 


Kansas  City  Trade 


Kansas  City,  June  3. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  long  and  eventful  controversy  be¬ 
tween  the  miners  and  operators  of  the  South¬ 
western  district  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past,  and 
with  the  resumption  of  work  the  disposition  of 
coal  men  has  cheered  obviously.  Their  predic¬ 
tions  for  the  next  few  months  are  encouraging, 
and  they  declare  that  next  fall  and  winter  will 
give  a  record  amount  of  business. 

But  peace  does  not  reign  over  the  entire  dis¬ 
trict  yet,  a  few  hundred  miners  having  refused 
to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  new  contract.  The 
rebellion,  for  the  most  part,  is  in  the  south¬ 
eastern  Kansas,  where  the  miners  refuse  to  go 
to  work  under  the  conditions  imposed  on  them 
by  mine  operators  on  account  of  the  law  regu¬ 
lating  the  handling  of  powder  in  the  mines.  A 
year  ago  a  law  was  passed  prohibiting  powder 
in  mines  except  in  twelve  and  one-half  pound 
conisters.  Formerly  twenty-five  pound  cans 
were  used,  and  when  the  new  size  cans  came 
into  use  the  mine  operators  began  charging  the 
miners  fifteen  cents  for  each  can  in  addition 
to  the  charge  for  the  powder. 

It  is  probable  that  President  Lewis  of  the 
miners’  union  will  be  sent  for  to  settle  the  dif¬ 
ficulty.  He  was  personally  instrumental  in 
drawing  up  the  agreements,  and  no  doubt  will 
be  willing  to  urge  the  miners  of  southeastern 
Kansas  to  abide  by'  it. 

A  number  of  mines  have  not  been  opened  yet 
because  the  long  period  of  inactivity  caused 
disorder  and  cave-ins.  These  are  now  being 
cleaned  out  and  the  mines  will  be  ready  for 
operation  in  a  few  days.  A  few  operators  have 
decided  that  the  small  demand  for  coal  at  pres¬ 
ent  does  not  justify  the  immediate  resumption 
of  work  in  their  mines.  Many  of  them  have  not 
disposed  of  the  coal  stored  in  anticipation  of 
the  strike. 

As  for  prices  they  are  naturally  very  low, 
lower  in  fact  than  they  were  at  the  beginning 
of  the  strike.  This  is  due  to  a  constantly  de¬ 
creasing  demand.  When  big  steam  users  saw, 
weeks  ago,  that  the  end  of  the  controversy 
might  not  come  for  months,  they  installed  in 
their  plants  the  old  equipment  for  oil  and 
natural  gas,  which  they  had  experimented  with 
before.  This,  of  course,  weakened  the  demand, 
which,  under  ordinary  conditions,  is  not  very 
remunerative  at  this  season  in  the  year. 


No.  23] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


25 


Indianapolis  Trade. 

Buying  of  Coal  Is  Only  Fair  When  the 
Mines  Resume  Production — Strike 
Is  Settled. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  4 .—  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— The.  demand  for  coal  at  the  Indiana 
mines  is  weak,  notwithstanding  the  fact  there 
was  a  suspension  caused  by  the  failure  of  the 
miners  and  operators  to  agree  on  a  scale  until 
last  Friday.  Work  is  being  resumed,  but  only 
a  part  of  the  mines  are  being  operated,  as  there 
is  not  enough  demand  to  keep  very  many  busy. 

It  was  expected  that  there  would  be  a  rush 
after  the  strike  was  settled,  but  reports  from 
various  parts  of  the  field  indicate  that  there  is 
comparatively  little  business.  None  of  the  oper¬ 
ators  is  getting  any  new  business  for  immediate 
delivery.  What  coal  is  being  sold  is  supplied 
under  yearly  contract.  Prices  are  about  the  same 
as  they  have  been  for  five  or  six  weeks.  Run- 
of-mine  is  selling  all  the  way  from  $1  to  $1.15 
a  ton  at  the  mines.  Screenings  range  from  70  to 
80  cents  a  ton.  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky 
and  West  Virginia  coal  enjoyed  a  small-sized 
boom  in  Indiana  during  the  strike,  but  Indiana 
dealers  and  operators  do  not  believe  the  Indiana 
trade  will  lose  anything  on  that  account.  It  is 
not  thought  that  the  demand  for  steam  grades 
will  pick  up  here  until  there  is  a  general  resump¬ 
tion  of  business  among  the  manufacturers. 


Strike  Settlements. 

The  settlement  of  the  strike,  which  fortunately 
came  at  a  time  when  it  could  not  hurt  the  oper¬ 
ators  very  seriously,  was  hailed  with  pleasure, 
however,  by  both  sides  to  the  controversy.  It 
is  said  that  President  Lewis  is  entitled  to  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  credit  for  getting  the  miners  to 
see  the  mistake  they  had  made  in  voting  not  to 
accept  the  old  scale.  A  large  majority  of  the 
miners  were  anxious  all  the  time  to  return  to 
work  under  the  old  conditions,  but  their  leaders 
were  holding  out  stubbornly  for  some  conces¬ 
sions  that  they  were  not  entitled  to.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  President  Lewis  put  himself  in  bad 
with  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Indiana  miners 
on  account  of  the  vigorous  manner  in  which  he 
brought  the  strike  to  a  close,  but  his  action  Is 
approved  generally  throughout  the  field,  as  most 
of  the  miners  were  satisfied  with  the  old  con¬ 
ditions. 


Prolonged  Controversy. 

The  railroad  commission  very  promptly  issued 
an  order  that  the  embargo  must  be  raised,  and 
it  is  said  that  the  roads  are  now  exchanging  busi¬ 
ness,  although  they  have  been  unable  to  agree  on 
their  rate. 

The  controversy  between  the  Big  Four  and 
Southern  Indiana  railroads  over  a  division  of 
their  joint  freight  rate  is  causing  a  long-drawn- 
out  controversy  in  which  the  railroad  commis¬ 
sion  and  the  courts  are  involved.  Because  of 
their  inability  to  reach  an  agreement,  the  roads 
placed  an  embargo  on  coal  coming  from  the  Sul¬ 
livan  and  Greene  county  fields. 

The  commission  recently  issued  an  order  for¬ 
bidding  the  Big  Four  and  the  Southern  Indiana 
raising  their  joint  rate  to  sixty  cents  a  ton  on 
shipment’s  to  the  gas  belt  cities  and  Indianapolis. 
On  application  of  the  commission  the  Supreme 
Court  here  issued  an  order  restraining  the  two 
roads  from  disobeying  the  commission’s  instruc¬ 
tions  and  regarding  rates  and  from  refusing  to 
accept  coal  shipments  from  each  other. 

The  railroad  commission  and  members  of  the 
Indiana  Manufacturers’  and  Shippers’  Associa¬ 
tion  will  have  a  meeting  at  South  Bend,  next 
Tuesday,  with  the  manufacturers  there  to  con¬ 
sider  the  matter  of  freight  rates  on  coal.  Efforts 
will  be  made  for  a  lower  rate  between  the  Indi¬ 
ana  field  and  South  Bend,  which  is  a  large  mar¬ 
ket  owing  to  the  number  of  big  manufacturing 
plants  located  at  that  point. 

The  Big  Four  has  filed  a  petition  with  the 
commission  declaring  that  the  Southern  Indiana 
is  demanding  an  unfair  division  on  the  joint  rate 
between  them,  and  the  matter  was  considered 


yesterday,  but  no  decision  was  reached.  The  re¬ 
straining  order  is  effective  until  June  22,  when 
there  will  be  a  hearing  in  court.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  there  must  be  no  embargo  on  coal.  The  em¬ 
bargo  affected  many  operators  and  dealers,  and, 
if  continued,  would  have  caused  a  coal  famine  in 
the  gas  belt  cities. 


Denver  Market. 

Miners  and  Operators  Fail  to  Agree  and 
a  Strike  May  Follow — Operators 
File  Complaints. 

Denver,  Colo.,  June  2. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — After  negotiations  consuming  forty-one 
days  the  miners  and  operators  of  the  northern 
Colorado  lignite  fields  have  disagreed  and  at 
this  writing  a  strike  seems  imminent.  The 
final  session  was  held  this  morning  at  ten 
o'clock  and  the  men  rejected  the  proposal  of 
the  employing  operators.  Tomorrow  morning 
at  ten  o’clock  a  district  convention  will  be 
held  at  Lafayette,  when  the  miners  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  reports  of  their  subcommittees  and 
decide  on  what  course  of  action  to  pursue. 
Three  thousand  men  are  involved. 

The  men  asked  for  a  general  increase  in 
wages  when  they  first  met  on  April  2  and  the 
final  proposition  of  the  operators  calls  for  a 
decrease  in  half  of  the  mines  and  the  same 
wages  as  now  prevail  in  the  balance.  In  the 
readjustment  the  men  claim  that  the  operators 
want  the  wages  paid  in  the  poorest  mines  as 
the  basing  point  for  others.  The  miners  want 
a  uniform  scale  in  all  mines. 

Efforts  at  arbitration  failed  because  the  men 
say  the  arbitration  clause  gave  the  operators 
all  the  best  of  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
men  are  afraid  to  have  the  matter  arbitrated, 
for  they  know  they  would  lose.  The  operators 
wanted  two  miners,  two  operators  and  the 
fifth  to  be  chosen  by  the  others.  The  provi¬ 
sion  was  added,  however,  that  the  fifth  man 
was  to  be  one  who  thoroughly  understood  and 
had  managed  mines.  This,  the  union  men  say, 
would  compel  them  to  accept  someone  who 
would  naturally  be  against  them.  This  is  not 
the  case,  of  course.  All  the  miners  will  con¬ 
tinue  at  work  tomorrow  and  until  after  the 
meeting  of  the  convention.  If  it  is  decided  to 
reopen  negotiations  they  will  stay  in  their 
places  for  another  short  while.  If  the  conven¬ 
tion  votes  for  a  strike  the  men  will  probably 
quit  work  Wednesday  or  Thursday.  The  first 
thing  the  men  insisted  on  was  the  eight-hour 
day  and  it  was  the  first  and  only  important 
concession  the  operators  have  granted  so  far. 
The  mines  affected  are  located  as  follows:  At 
Marshall,  two;  at  Superior,  four;  at  Sunnyside, 
nine;  at  Monarch,  seven;  at  Louisville,  seven; 
at  Lafayette,  eight;  at  Erie,  one;  at  Frederick, 
five;  at  Puritan,  one. 


The  Operators  Complain. 

More  than  a  score  of  the  coal  companies 
operating  mines  in  southern  and  northern  Col¬ 
orado  are  preparing  to  file  complaints  with  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  directed 
against  the  railroads.  The  effort  is  to  obtain 
lower  freight  rates.  The  first  of  these  will  be 
heard  in  Denver  June  16.  This  action  is  being 
brought  by  the  Cedar  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Huerfano  Coal  Company  against 
the  Santa  Fe  and  the  Colorado  &  Southeastern 
railways.  The  latter  road  is  owned  by  the 
Victor  Fuel  Company.  The  complainants  al¬ 
lege  that  they  have  been  denied  the  advantage 
of  through  rates  by  way  of  Trinidad,  such  as 
the  Victor  Fuel  Company  enjoys. 

The  other  coal  companies  are  preparing  evi¬ 
dence  to  present  to  their  attorneys  and  will 
bring  their  actions  at  a  later  date.  The  de¬ 
termination  of  the  coal  operators  to  apply  to 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  for  re¬ 
lief  has  resulted  from  the  refusal  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  to  grant  rate  concessions. 

The  Colorado  coal  operators  want  to  regain 
the  markets  thev  have  lost  and  to  which  they 
are  entitled.  They  sav  that  because  so  many 
of  the  railroads  are  directly  or  indirectly  in¬ 
terested  in  operating  coal  companies  they  have 
gradually  had  their  own  markets  narrowed  un¬ 


til  the  operators  are  unable  to  sell  all  the  coal 
they  produce. 

One  operating  company  complains  that  be¬ 
cause  of  the  opposition  of  the  Union  Pacific 
railway  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  sell  its  coal 
on  the  Kansas  Pacific  branch  of  the  Union 
Pacific.  The  Union  Pacific  has  made  no 
through  rates  from  southern  Colorado  fields 
to  Kansas  Pacific  points,  forcing  the  operators 
to  bill  local  to  Denver  at  $1.60  per  ton  from 
Walsenburg  and  $2.75  per  ton  Denver  to  the 
average  Kansas  Pacific  point,  making  a  rate 
of  $4.35  to  Ogallah,  Kas.,  say,  as  against  a 
through  rate  from  its  Hanna  mines  of  $3.50, 
although  the  distance  from  Hanna  is  only 
fifty-five  miles  further  than  from  Walsenburg. 
The  Union  Pacific  soaks  the  lignite  operators 
still  harder.  It  gives  them  a  through  rate  on 
the  Kansas  Pacific  from  Erie  and  Lafayette  to, 
say,  the  same  point  Ogallah  of  $3.25,  only 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton  less  than  from 
Hanna,  whereas  the  haul  from  Hanna  is  many 
hundred  miles  more. 

Another  company  alleges  that  the  Santa  Fe 
has  barred  it  from  selling  its  coal  on  the 
Pecos  Valley  branch  in  New  Mexico  because 
the  coal  does  not  originate  on  the  Santa  Fe. 
Another  company  on  the  western  slope  claims 
that  the  reduction  which  the  Burlington  re¬ 
cently  made  in  favor  of  the  Canon  field  is  rank 
discrimination.  Another  alleges  that  the  Bur¬ 
lington,  Missouri  Pacific  and  Rock  Island  are 
discriminating  against  Colorado  operators. 

Nearly  all  of  the  companies  so  far  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  movement  for  lower  rates  are  in¬ 
dependent  companies.  The  Victor  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Company 
have  not  joined  the  movement  because  the 
present  rates  from  their  Canon  mines  give 
them  the  advantage  of  operators  in  other  fields 
in  Colorado. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn„  June  2.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — At  an  informal  meeting  of  the  do¬ 
mestic  coal  producers  of  the  Kentucky-Tennessee 
field,  held  here,  it  was  discovered  that  eighty  per 
cent  of  the  output  of  the  domestic  mines  was 
sold  ahead  as  far  as  October  1.  This  was  a  bet¬ 
ter  condition  of  affairs  than  was  generally  ex¬ 
pected..  The  outlook,  as  expressed  by  the  oper¬ 
ators,  is  for  a  business  from  now  on  that  will  be 
equal  to  that  of  last  year. 

Owing  to  the  good  situation  in  which  the  do¬ 
mestic  market  was  found,  prices  have  been  stiff¬ 
ening,  and  it  is  generally  predicted  that  there  will 
be  some  sharp  advances,  beginning,  perhaps, 
within  two  or  three  weeks.  The  demand  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  better  and  the  advance  seems  to  be 
the  logical  sequence. 

The  steam  market  is  showing  improvement. 
The  demand  is  increasing,  but  prices  have  not 
varied.  A  dispatch  in  the  morning  papers  from 
southwestern  Virginia  is  to  the  effect  that  Ston- 
ega  coke  ovens  have  resumed  full  force.  This, 
with  other  resumptions  in  the  coke-producing 
field,  is  taking  from  the  steam  market  some  of 
the  aggressive  competition  which  has  been  put¬ 
ting  prices  down.  Steam  coal  producers  are  hope¬ 
ful  of  an  advance  in  prices  within  a  month.  Some 
contracts  are  being  closed  for  a  year  which  are 
somewhat  off  of  that  which  has  been  prevailing 
during  recent  years. 


Want  Rates  Revised. 

The  Southern  Railway  has  been  approached 
by  coal  operators  with  a  request  that  a  voluntary 
readjustment  of  rates  to  the  Carolinas  as  be¬ 
tween  the  Coal  Creek  and  Jellico  fields  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  southwestern  Virginia  fields 
on  the  other.  The  ratio  of  mileage  between  the 
Coal  Creek  and  Black  Mountain  Coal  Company 
is  233  to  100,  Coal  Creek  being  the  latter,  and 
the  rates  100  to  147,  Coal  Creek  being  the  latter. 
These,  it  is  claimed  by  coal  operators  in  the  Coal 
Creek  and  Jellico  field,  constitute  a  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  favor  of  the  southwestern  Virginia  mines. 

The  Southern  Railwav  has  the  matter  under  ad¬ 
visement.  In  all  probability  if  it  declines  to  re¬ 
adjust  the  rates  more  in  favor  of  the  Coal  Creek 
and  Jellico  fields,  there  will  be  an  appeal  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  whereby  the 
petitioners  would  hope  to  secure  a  reduction  in 
rates  to  Carolina  points. 
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St.  Louis  Market. 


Some  Improvement  Is  Noted  in  Demand 
But  Prices  Have  Not  Been 
Advanced. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  4. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there 
has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  demand  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  week,  but  the  operators  had  coal 
to  satisfy  every  demand,  consequently  prices 
have  not  improved.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the 
coal  man  is  any  better  off  on  account  of  the 
increased  demand  as  nobody  is  making  any 
money  on  soft  coal  at  present.  Nevertheless, 
the  improvement  makes  for  more  optimism. 
The  increase  in  demand  is  due  partly  to  the  fact 
that  consumers  are  cleaning  up  their  storage 
coal,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  industrial  con¬ 
ditions  have  improved. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  business  is  im¬ 
proving  rapidly  throughout  the  entire  south¬ 
west.  The  National  Prosperity  Association, 
which  was  organized  by  St.  Louis’  leading  busi¬ 
ness  men,  and  has  since  become  a  national 
movement,  has  been  instrumental  in  “starting 
the  ball  rolling.”  All  of  the  manufacturers  here 
have  pledged  themselves  to  operate  as  much 
as  possible  and  employ  all  the  men  they  pos¬ 
sibly  can.  In  consequence  over  17,000  men  were 
given  employment  on  the  1st  of  June  by  the 
starting  up  of  various  industries.  The  coal  men 
are  beginning  to  forget  their  troubles  and  look 
for  a  good  market  after  August  15.  Another 
gratifying  phase  of  the  situation  is  the  fact  that 
the  money  is  beginning  to  roll  in.  The  fact 
that  a  great  deal  of  coal  was  put  in  storage 
tied  up  a  lot  of  money  and  made  collections 
slow. 

Naturally  prices  are  low,  but  just  as  low 
prices  have  prevailed  every  summer  for  the 
last  five  years.  Standard  lump  is  being  sold  at 
85  cents  at  the  mines,  and  mine-run  for  70 
cents,  and  six-inch  Carterville  lump  is  being 
offered  at  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

Screenings  and  fine  coals  have  rallied  and  are 
now  strong  at  high  prices,  114-inch  standard 
screenings  being  gobbled  up  at  55  cents  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Nut  coal  is  now  bringing 
more  than  mine-run  and  almost  as  much  as 
lump.  Screenings  have  been  low  for  several 
weeks,  and  every  one  was  anticipating  a  rise. 

Dealers  report  that  business  is  good  and  that 
they  are  putting  away  a  lot  of  anthracite  for 
their  customers  next  winter’s  needs.  Wagon 
lot  contract  business  for  flat  buildings,  etc.,  is 
progressing  satisfactorily.  The  anthracite  mar¬ 
ket  is  fairly  active  though  there  has  been  a 
little  let  up  in  the  buying  temporarily.  Arkan¬ 
sas  anthracite  is  quiet  though  the  mines  are 
beginning  to  produce  coal,  and  report  that  they 
have  enough  orders  on  hand  to  keep  them  run¬ 
ning  several  weeks.  Current  prices  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — Two-inch  lump,  $1.52;  2-inch  nut, 
$1.42;  nut  and  pea,  $1.32;  mine-run,  $1.37; 
screenings,  $1.12:  pea  and  slack,  97  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  and  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.82; 
mine-run,  $1.42 ;  2-inch  nut,  $1.47. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.02;  3-inch  nut,  $1.82. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  and  egg,  $2.12;  3- 

inch  nut,  $1.82. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump  and  egg,  $2.02;  3-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine- 
run,  $1 .67  ;  l^-inch  screenings,  $1.32. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  management  of  the  Kokoal  baseball 
team  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Bert 

Dorian  of  the  Baldwin  Coal  Company.  The 

team  has  been  organized  and  is  scheduled  to 

play  the  team  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  next  Saturday — if  it  doesn’t  rain?? 

Fred  Kleine  gave  a  reception  at  the  North 
St.  Louis  Apollo  Club  last  Thursday  evening, 
to  celebrate  his  recent  marriage.  He  invited 
all  of  his  Kokoal  brothers  and  they  turned  out 
in  force.  All  enjoyed  very  much  the  singing 
of  the  Apollos.  Harry  Mathews  was  so  en¬ 
thusiastic  that  he  says  he  is  going  to  join. 
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Fred  sustained  his  reputation  as  one  of  the  best 
fellows  in  the  trade. 

Sealed  proposals  to  furnish  the  city  water 
works  with  60,000  tons  of  1^-inch  lump  coal 
and  5,000  tons  of  lj^-inch  screenings  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  opened  last  Friday,  and  the 
following  r  " " 
works : 


Maguire  Coal  Co 
St.  Louis  Coal  Co 
Hoehmer  Coal  Co 


Wm.  Ratican 

It  is  a  strange  fact  that  the'two  lowest  bid¬ 
ders  on  this  business  viz.  Maguire  and  the  St. 
Louis  Coal  Company  are  both  jobbers,  while 
such  firms  as  The  Western  Anthracite  Coal 
Company  and  Donk  Bros.,  who  are  not  only 
mine  owners,  but  also  own  the  railroad  over 
which  they  ship  were  not  even  in  the  money. 
This  went  at  awfully  low  figures  as  the  lowest 
figures  would  only  net  at  price  of  87^4  cents 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  mines  for  lump  coal.  This  is  an 
iron  bound  contract  as  the  one  who  gets  it  has 
to  furnish  a  $50,000  bond.  A  certified  check  of 
$2,600  had  to  accompany  each  bid. 

The  nuptials  of  Web  Miller,  president  of  the 
Cluley-Miller  Coal  Company,  and  Miss  Edna 
Simpson  were  announced  for  Monday  June  1st. 
The  marriage  took  place  at  Miss  Simpson’s 
home  in  Ethlyn,  Mo.  There  is  something  of  a 
romance  about  this  affair  as  Web  met  Miss 
Simpson  for  the  first  time  at  the  marriage  of 
John  Cluley,  his  partner,  two  years  ago,  at 
which  Web  was  best  man  and  Miss  Simpson 
was  maid  of  honor.  Mrs.  Cluley  and  Mrs.  Mil¬ 
ler  _  are  first  cousins.  The  couple  will  spend 
their  honeymoon  at  Colorado  Springs  and  other 
points  in  Colorado. 

The  trade  was  very  much  shocked  to  hear  of 
the  death  of  J.  M.  Browning,  president  of  the 
Western  Anthracite  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
and  also  of  the  St.  Louis  &  O’Fallon  Railway 
Company,  last  Saturday.  Mr.  Browning  had 
been  sick  for  five  months,  though  his  death  was 
not  expected.  He  was  one  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  and  respected  men  in  the  coal  trade,  and 
was  one  of  the  few  who  could  count  his  poses- 
sions  with  seven  figures.  Mr.  Browning  went 
into  the  mining  business  at  Du  Quoin,  Ill.,  over 
thirty  years  ago.  He  moved  to  St.  Louis  and 
formed  the  Western  Anthracite  Coal  &  Coke 
Company.  He  became  interested  in  mines  on 
the  Missouri  &  Ohio  railway  and  handled  the 
output  of,  the  Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany.  Later  he  sold  out  his  properties  on  the 
Missouri  <&  Ohio  and  at  Du  Quoin  in  the  late 
nineties  and  became  interested  in  the  handling 
of  the  St.  Louis  &  O’Fallon  output.  In  1901 
he  purchased  the  mines  and  later  the  railroad 
itself.  Mr.  Browning’s  success  of  late  years 
was  phenomenal,  and  when  he  died  he  was 
probably  the  most  wealthy  man  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  here.  He  left  a  widow,  but  no  children. 
He  was  buried  in  Du  Quoin,  Ill.,  last  Monday. 
Mr.  Browning’s  brother,  L.  A.  Browning,  who 
has  been  vice-president  of  the  Western  Anthra¬ 
cite  Company  of  several  years,  will  take  charge 
of  his  affairs. 

The  Kokoals  held  a  koruskation  last  Friday 
night  and  twenty-five  were  initiated.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  accepted  applicants  were  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  since  if  all  of  the  applicants  had  been  put 
through  the  number  would  have  been  nearer 
fifty  than  twenty-five.  The  koruskation  was 
held  in  the  banquet  hall  of  the  Masonic  Temple, 
and  after  the  initiation  a  smoker  was  held.  The 
vaudeville  talent  was  of  the  best  and  the  en¬ 
tertainment  lasted  for  about  two  hours.  Mr. 
Hull,  imperial  pictor,  came  down  for  the  korus¬ 
kation  and  was  entertained  during  the  day  by 
his  many  friends.  At  the  koruskation  he  was 
on'  hand  as  usual  with  a  few  terse  remarks 
for  the  good  of  the  order.  The  following  were 
initiated :  B.  F.  Reese  of  the  Lumaghi  Coal 
Company ;  Robert  McConnell  of  McConnell  & 
Pilcher ;  E.  J.  Kleine  of  the  Kleine  Speuring 
Coal  Company ;  J.  C.  Muckermann,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Polar  Wave  Ice  &  Fuel  Company; 
C.  H.  Muckermann  and  H.  E.  Penning  also  of 
the  Polar  Wave;  W.  A.  LaFont,  secretary  of 
Rutledge  &  Taylor  Coal  Company;  J.  J.  Con¬ 


nell  of  Devoy  &  Fuerborn;  E.  J.  Krause,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Willis  Coal  &  Mining  Company; 
Edwin  Devoy,  president  of  Devoy  &  Fuerborn 
Coal  <&  Coke  Company ;  C.  B.  Beck,  president 
of  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Company;  J.  S.  Kuhn, 
secretary  Devoy  &  Fuerborn  Coal  &  Coke 
Company;  G.  W.  Robinson  of  the  Ingersoll- 
Rand  Company ;  A.  W.  Eisenmeyer  of  the 
Granite  City  Lime  &  Cement  Company;  J.  T. 
Cummisky  of  the  Boehmer  Coal  Company ;  A. 
W.  Weinburg  of  the  Union  Fuel  Company,  and 
B.  M.  Bray  of  the  Union  Fuel  Company;  T.  P. 
Wallace  of  the  Western  Iron  &  Supply  Com¬ 
pany;  J.  P.  Collins  of  H.  W.  John’s  Manville 
Company;  O.  H.  Stephan  of  the  Stephan  Coal 
Company;  C.  M.  Snow  of  the  Western  Coal  & 
Mining  Company ;  W.  W.  Shook  of  the 
Lumaghi  Coal  Company ;  J.  P.  Pannill  of  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company;  J.  H.  Schroeder,  vice- 
president  of  the  Interstate  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany;  G.  F.  Kiessel,  dealer. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  June  4. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — It  is  the  unanimous  sentiment  of 
the  coal  men  of  this  city  that  Detroit  has  never 
seen  a  duller  season  in  soft  coal  or  a  better 
season  in  anthracite.  The  market  is  off,  even 
on  nut  and  slack,  which  jobbers  find  it  hard  to 
dispose  of  at  the  extremely  low  price  of  fifty- 
five  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Nor  is  it  ex¬ 
pected  that  conditions  will  be  much  better  be¬ 
fore  late  in  July.  The  tracks  are  crowded  with 
demurrage  coal  which  is  being  given  away, 
practically.  There  is  very  little  fine  coal  in  the 
city,  yet  the  demand  is  so  slight  that  even  what 
there  is  goes  begging. 

Nor  is  the  reason  for  this  remarkable  dull¬ 
ness  far  to  seek.  The  lake  trade  generally  is 
very  quiet,  as  reports  from  the  lower  lake  ports 
indicate.  Up  to  date  this  season,  only  250,000 
tons  of  ore  have  come  down  from  the  upper 
lake  regions,  whereas,  at  the  same  time  last 
year,  6,050,000  had  come  through.  Five  mil¬ 
lions  of  tons  of  ore  are  on  the  docks  at  Cleve¬ 
land  waiting  for  somebody  to  take  it  away,  and 
fifty  blast  furnaces  are  closed  down.  Vessels 
loaded  with  coal  are  waiting  at  the  lower  lake 
ports  for  the  signal  to  start  up  the  lakes,  but 
the  signal  is  not  given.  It  is  not  anticipated 
that  lake  shipments  to  any  great  extertt  will 
begin  before  July  1st,  even  if  so  soon  as  that. 

But  nobody  is  worrying,  for  every  one  knows 
the  good  time  is  coming  some  day,  when  those 
who  have  been  holding  off  will  tumble  over 
each  other  in  the  great  rush  to  cover  which 
is  confidently  predicted  for  next  fall.  Those 
who  have  had  the  longest  experience  in  the 
coal  business  prophesy  that  this  fall  will  see 
one  of  the  greatest  revivals  that  the  trade  has 
ever  experienced,  but  they  also  prophesy  that, 
in  many  respects,  the  business  done  will  be 

very  unsatisfactory,  because  of  the  inability  of 
the  shoppers  to  supply  the  demand  for  prompt 
filling  of  orders.  The  railroads  are  idle,  not 

making  any  effort  to  repair  their  equipment, 
one-third  of  which,  it  is  said,  is  practically  use¬ 
less.  Therefore,  when  the  business  season  starts 
in  and  the  car  shortage  begins  to  be  felt,  it  is 
predicted  that  there  will  be  a  scrambling  for 
cover  such  as  the  country  has  not  seen  for 
many  a  year. 

On  the  other  hand,  anthracite  situation  is 

very  bright.  A  prominent  sales  agent  stated 
today  that  this  season  has  been  the  best  in 

his  entire  experience,  and  he  has  been  many 
years  “on  the  job.”  Cars  have  been  coming- 
forward  nicely  and  there  has  not  been  a  hitch 
from  the  start. 

To  revert  to  the  lake  business,  C.  B.  Grandy, 
of  Toledo,  who  was  here  attending  the  coal 
dealers’  convention,  predicts  that  this  fall  will 
witness  unprecedented  activity.  It  is  estimated, 
he  said,  that  the  usual  13,000,000  tons  of  coal 
will  be  needed  up  the  lakes,  and  all  this  busi¬ 
ness  will  be  crowded  into  three  months. 

George  L.  Forester,  a  prominent  coal  man  of 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  one  of  the  convention  visi¬ 
tors,  said  he  envied  Detroit  for  the  satisfactory 
arrangements  made  with  the  car  service  asso¬ 
ciation  regarding  free  re-consignments  and  de¬ 
murrage. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Anthracite  Trade,  for  the  First  Week  in 
June,  Is  Dull — Bituminous  Opera¬ 
tors  Are  More  Hopeful. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  June  4. 

For  the  first  week  in  June,  the  anthracite  trade 
is  quiet.  The  companies  did  not  carry  over  many 
orders  from  May,  and,  as  new  orders  are  scarce, 
the  situation  is  not  altogether  satisfactory.  Pro¬ 
duction  will  have  to  be  heavily  curtailed  soon  un¬ 
less  demand  is  stimulated.  Some  of  the  com¬ 
panies  have  been  looking  for  the  lake  trade  to 
take  a  good  part  of  their  production  for  June, 
but  it  now  seems  probable  that  but  little  coal  will 
be  moved  that  way  before  July  1.  While  some 
coal  is  being  loaded  at  the  lake  loading  ports, 
only  a  few  vessels  are  going  forward.  The  Lake 
Carriers’  Association  met  on  Monday,  but  did  not 
decide  upon  anything  more  definite  than  that 
they  would  meet  again  on  the  15th.  This  is  taken 
to  mean  that  there  will  be  no  general  movement 
of  boats  before  the  1st  of  July. 

In  the  east  there  is  no  snap  to  the  coal  move¬ 
ment.  After  the  orders  left  over  from  May  are 
out  of  the  way,  the  companies  are  looking  for 
business  to  be  verv  slack.  All  rail  business  in  the 
east  has  fallen  off  very  much  in  the  last  few 
weeks,  and  there  is  no  urgent  call  for  coal  from 
any  of  the  all  rail  points.  The  tidewater  busi¬ 
ness  is  likewise  dull. 

In  the  east  especially,  the,  demand  for  coal  on 
the  part  of  householders  has  fallen  away  short 
of  the  demand  of  former  years.  Since  the  busi¬ 
ness  depression  set  in  it  seems  that  most  of  them 
prefer  to  wait  and  buy  next  fall  and  winter. 
While  many  families  have  bought  as  liberally  as 
in  former  seasons,  retailers  complain  that  the 
great  majority  of  consumers  cannot  be  induced  to 
take  advantage  of  the  spring  discount,  hence 
pockets  and  yards  are  full  of  coal,  for  which 
no  demand  may  appear  much  before  September 
1  or  15. 

Practically  all  of  the  companies  are  working 
full  time  this  week,  and  while  there  is  more  or 
less  talk  of  restriction,  no  announcement  has  been 
made  yet  as  to  what  will  be  done.  Some  argue 
that  the  companies  will  have  so  much  coal  on 
hand  by  the  middle  of  next  week  that  they  will 
be  compelled  to  shut  down  unless  some  new  out¬ 
let  can  be  found  for  their  product.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that,  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days, 
the  companies  will  have  so  much  coal  loaded  in 
cars  they  will  be  feeling  a  car  shortage.  While 
many  rumors  are  heard  that  the  companies  will 
commence  this  month  to  stock  up  a  lot  of  coal, 
the  companies  will  hesitate  before  taking  this 
course  because  it  takes  so  much  money  to  stock 
coal.  What  stocking  will  be  done  these  sum¬ 
mer  months  will,  it  is  believed,  be  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  fall  trade  only  as  the  demand  then  will 
more  than  tax  the  producing  capacity  of  the  com¬ 
panies.  Some  of  the  producing  companies  say 
that  the  tonnage  produced  in  May  was  about  the 
same  as  in  May  of  last  year.  Sales  were  from 
ten  to  twenty  per  cent  below  those  of  May,  1907. 

The  steam  sizes  continue  to  drag,  and  even 
pea  is  becoming  long.  While  most  of  the  wash- 
eries  are  shut  down,  there  is  still  considerable 
washery  coal  coming  to  tide,  and  prices  on  most 
of  the  various  offerings  of  the  steam  sizes  are 
considerably  below  the  circular  price. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

Bituminous  operators  are  more  optimistic  this 
week.  Many  believe  that  the  tide  has  turned,  and 
that  a  steady  but  slow  improvement  in  general 
business  may  be  expected.  Those  companies 
doing  considerable  business  in  New  England  are 
reporting  a  better  feeling  in  that  section.  Ru¬ 
mors  are  current  that  many  manufacturing  con¬ 
cerns  have  resumed  operations,  or  are  working 
on  better  time  than  heretofore.  From  the  far 
east  sections  of  New  England,  especially  those 
points  which  have  shallow  water  ports,  there  is 
more  call  for  coal  than  formerly,  as  consum¬ 
ers  are  now  interested  in  gettincr  in  their  stocks 
while  conditions  are  favorable.  The  all  rail  trade 
to  New  England  points  is  also  reported  as  being 
slightly  better,  and  many  consumers  heretofore 


backward  about  signing  up  contracts  are  now 
willing  to  cover  their  needs. 

Operators  are  receiving  shipping  orders  on  con¬ 
tracts  not  previously  specified  against.  This  they 
take  as  a  favorable  indication,  since  these  con¬ 
tracts  have  been  on  hand  for  weeks  without  any 
tonnage  moving  on  them. 

Some  improvement  is  noted  in  the  southern 
fields.  The  companies  shipping  from  Hampton 
Roads  are  feeling  a  little  better  demand  for 
bunker  coal.  Some  of  the  big  companies  are 
sending  considerable  coal  forward  for  loading  for 
transportation  to  the  Pacific  for  use  of  the  navy. 
Moreover,  some  large  commercial  contracts  re¬ 
quire  a  heavy  tonnage  all  the  time.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  operators  report  that  they  are  sold  up  on 
smokeless  lump  coal,  and  they  are  not  taking  any 
more  orders  for  shipment  prior  to  September  1. 
In  some  sections  demand  for  slack  is  reported  as 
being  good.  Prices  vary,  and  quotations  show 
wide  range.  In  the  Fairmont  section,  consider¬ 
able  coal  is  being  sent  up  to  the  lake  ports,  which 
enables  many  of  these  operations  to  work  on 
better  time  than  in  several  months. 

Central  Pennsylvania  operators  are  not  find¬ 
ing  the  situation  improved.  Production  is  being 
curtailed  more  closely  than  formerly,  and  con¬ 
signment  coal  is  kept  off  the  market.  Prices  in 
many  instances  are  still  low,  but  producers  de¬ 
sire  now  to  get  a  little  nearer  the  actual  worth 
of  the  coal.  It  is  in  rare  instances  only  that 
quotations  are  made  below  $1  at  the  mines. 
While  some  coal  is  offered  at  90  cents,  it  is  from 
tnose  producers  who  wish  to  provide  a  certain 
tonnage  to  keep  their  mines  busy  a  part  of  the 
week.  In  making  contracts,  prices  named  are 
usually  from  $1  up  on  good  grades  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  coals. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  practically  un¬ 
changed.  There  is  very  little  demand  for  spot 
coal,  and  shippers  are  holding  back  their  coal 
until  they  get  definite  orders.  This  keeps  the 
market  free  from  demurrage  coal,  which  has  to 
be  sacrificed.  Bunkering  trade  is  quiet,  while  the 
public  utility  companies  are  taking  only  normal 
amounts.  Quotations  on  good  steam  coals  range 
from  $2.50  up,  with  now  and  then  a  lot  of  coal 
almost  up  to  demurrage  offered  at  $2.40.  Some 
slack  was  reported  sold  at  a  price  which  would 
net  the  mines  about  50  cents.  Harbor  boats  are 
very  plentiful,  and  rates  of  freight  are  about  as 
formerly  reported.  No  scarcity  of  cars  is  re¬ 
ported. 

Vessel  owners  do  not  report  any  improvement 
in  the  situation,  and  a  great  number  of  schooners 
and  barges  are  tied  up.  We  would  quote  rates 
from  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 
55  to  60  cents ;  Lynn,  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  70 
cents;  Newburyport  and  Bangor,  70  to  75  cents; 
Sarco,  90  to  95  cents;  to  Sound  points,  50  to  55 
cents,  while  from  Hampton  Roads  like  rates  pre¬ 
vail.  From  Baltimore  add  five  cents  to  the  above 
prices.  From  New  York  to  Boston,  around  the 
Cape,  50  to  55  cent's;  to  Sound  ports,  35  to  50 
cents. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

Steamers,  suitable  for  coal  to  Cuban,  West 
Indian  and  Mexican  ports,  are  becoming  more 
scarce  and-  shippers  are  finding  it  difficult  to 
secure  tonnage  at  rates  recently  paid,  but  are 
not  inclined  to  pay  rates  asked  by  owners, 
consequently  little  business  is  being  accom¬ 
plished.  Rates  in  other  directions  are  prac¬ 
tically  unchanged. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.15  to  $1.25  to  Havana  and  Matan- 
zas;  $1.45  to  $1.65  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.45 
to  $1.50  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.45  to  $1.50  to  Dai¬ 
quiri;  $1.45  to  $1.50  to  Santiago  or  Guanta¬ 
namo  ;  $1.35  to  $1.45  to  Colon ;  $1.70  to  $1.75 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.60  to  $1.70  to 
St.  Lucia;  $1.35  to  $1.40  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.70 
to  $1.75  to  Barbados;  $1.25  to  $1.35  to  King¬ 
ston;  $1.10  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $2.15  to  $2.20 
to  Demerara;  $1.60  to  $1.70  to  Bermuda;  $1.40 
to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.40  to  Tampico  ($2.10  to  $2.20 
to  Tampico  on  coke);  11s  6d  to  12s  to  Buenos 
Ayres;  12s  6d  to  13s  to  Rosario;  13s  to  14s  to 
Rio;  14s  to  15s  to  Santos;  9s  to  10s  to  a  direct 
port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded:  $4.20  to  $4.30 
and  discharged,  to  Manila;  $4.75  and  dis¬ 
charged  to  Japanese  ports. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  June  4. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
Dealers  are  not  encouraged  by  the  outlook  for 
June  business.  Evidently  there  is  no  intention 
on  the  part  of  dealers  or  consumers  to  buy  heav¬ 
ily  this  season,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  business  conditions  later  in  the  season. 
Everybody  appears  content  to  wait  developments 
in  the  commercial  and  industrial  world,  satisfied 
that  when  the  demand  for  coal  actually  arrives, 
that  demand  can  be  satisfactorily  met. 

Considering  that  navigation  opened  much  later 
than  usual  this  season  and  taking  into  account 
that  other  lake  business  has  been  excessively  dull, 
the  coal  forwarding  has  been  reasonably  active, 
comparing  more  favorably  than  was  believed  pos¬ 
sible  with  other  seasons.  Coal  shipments  from 
Buffalo  for  the  month  of  May  amounted  to  355,- 
356  tons,  as  compared  with  299,350  tons  in  May 
of  last  year.  The  comparatively  small  amount  of 
coal  moved  from  this  port  in  May,  1907,  was  due 
principally  to  the  fact  that  labor  troubles  pre¬ 
sented  a  hindrance  to  getting  boats  out.  How¬ 
ever,  coal  shipments  for  April  this  year  were 
only  31,300  tons  as  compared  with  407,869  tons 
in  April  a  year  ago.  The  first  shipment  of  coal 
from  Buffalo  was  not  made  this  year  until  April 
27,  whereas  last  year  the  entire  month  was  active. 
The  total  movement  of  coal  to  June  1  this  season 
was  386,656  tons  as  against  720,492  tons  for  same 
period  last  year. 

At  present  chartering  of  coal  tonnage  is  very 
light,  the  majority  of  contracts  for  vessels  being 
made  for  small  cargoes  to  out-of-the-way  ports. 
For  these  boats  private  rates  are  being  made, 
while  to  Milwaukee,  Chicago  and  Superior  ports 
the  same  rates  as  opened  the  season  are  being 
maintained. 

The  decision  of  independent  vessel  owners  not 
to  start  their  boats  before  June  15  and  the  prob¬ 
ability  that  it  will  be  considerably  later,  is  not  en¬ 
couraging  to  shippers.  The  absence  of  down  car¬ 
goes  is  responsible  for  the  idleness  of  the  inde¬ 
pendent  fleet.  A  few  big  boats  have  come  down 
light  to  load  coal,  but  the  profits  on  a  cargo  one 
way  are  not  promising  enough  to  stimulate  in¬ 
terest. 

Holidays  in  the  mines  are  not  annoying  the 
operators  as  in  previous  years,  because  no  short¬ 
age  of  coal  could  possibly  result  now.  Local 
stocks  are  adequate  to  meet  every  demand.  It 
is  now  predicted  that  business  will  not  resume 
normal  conditions  much  before  August,  if,  indeed, 
the  season,  at  any  time,  reaches  tire  high  level  of 
1907. 

The  Bituminous  Market. 

Buffalo  is  never  a  particularly  heavy  bitu¬ 
minous  market,  as  little  soft  coal  is  sent  out  from 
here  by  water.  Conditions  have  not  changed  in 
the  slightest  from  those  of  last  week.  Operators 
say  that  half  the  mines  are  closed  and  that  the 
outlook  is  no  better  than  a  week  ago.  Little  coal 
is  being  sold  and  absolutely  no  price  schedule  is 
maintained,  dealers  selling,  if  they  sell  at  all,  for 
what  they  can  get. 


Frank  A.  Love,  general  manager  of  the  Vesper 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  at  Pittsburgh,  was  a  caller 
among  the  local  agents  this  week. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following 
statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported 
over  the  road  for  the  week  endjng  May  30, 
and  previously  during  the  year: 

Board  Cumber- 
Top  land  Total 

Week  May  30,  1908 .  12,403  6,088  18,492 

Corresponding  week  in  1907....  19,402  9,979  29,382 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 251,452  149,530  400,982 

Corresponding  period  in  1907.  . 423,950  316,128  740,078 

Total  for  week .  18,492 

Decrease  for  week .  10,889 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  400,982 

Decrease  to  date .  339,095 


The  Mobile  Portland  Cement  Company,  Mo¬ 
bile,  Ala.,  will  develop  19,000  acres  of  coal  land 
fronting  on  Warrior  river.  It  is  expected  to 
sink  a  shaft  1,000  feet  deep  and  have  mines  in 
operation  within  a  year,  producing  about  3,000 
tons  daily. 
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Philadelphia  Trade. 

Philadelehia,  June  4. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)—  Anthracite  trade  started  off  very  quiet¬ 
ly  this  month.  It  looks  as  if  the  companies 
were  going  to  have  to  restrict  their  output  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  two  or  three  months.  The  Read¬ 
ing  has  already  announced  the  closing  of  its 
Collieries  for  three  days  each  week  for  the 
remainder  of  the  month.  The  other  companies, 
with  possibly  one  or  two  exceptions,  will  be 
forced  to  take  the  same  stand  until  the  fall 
trade  starts. 

Locally,  there  is  very  little  demand  for  steam 
sizes,  and  retailers  report  that  there  is  very  lit¬ 
tle  demand  for  the  prepared  sizes.  The  re¬ 
tailers  did  a  fair  business  during  April  and 
May,  considering  the  depression  in  business,  and 
they  are  now  preparing  to  take  things  quietly 
for  the  next  two  or  three  months.  The  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  by  tide  has  slumped  off  heavily 
since  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  the  com¬ 
panies  are  putting  some  of  their  boats  in  the 
soft  coal  trade. 

Soft  coal  operators  claim  to  see  a  slight  im¬ 
provement  in  conditions.  There  is  not  so  much 
buying  as  would  give  a  snap  to  things,  but 
there  is  more  inquiry  about  coal,  and  some  con¬ 
sumers  are  showing  a  belated  desire  to  make 
contracts.  Operators  are  watching  the  New 
England  situation  carefully,  and  they  hope  that 
the  stories,  current  this  week,  about  the  in¬ 
crease  in  manufacturing  in  that  territory,  will 
stimulate  the  demand  for  coal.  However,  no 
one  is  looking  for  a  sudden  revival  of  busi¬ 
ness,  but  many  are  counting  upon  a  gradual 
resumption  of  manufacturing. 

The  lake  trade  is  taking  some  of  the  product 
of  the  West  Virginia  operations  now,  which 
will  give  some  relief  to  the  seaboard  trade. 
Local  dealers  and  operators  are  interested  in 
the  awarding  of  two  large  contracts,  which  will 
be  made  in  the  next  few  days,  one  for  coal  for 
the  Standard ’Oil  Company,  at  New  York,  Phil¬ 
adelphia  and  Baltimore  use,  and  the  other  for 
the  United  Railways  of  Cuba,  the  latter  com¬ 
pany  having  asked  bids  for  89,000  tons,  Havana 
delivery. 


News  Briefs. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  the  Madeira,  Hill  &  Co.  forces,  is 
traveling  in  Europe. 

The  Saxman  Coal  Company,  with  offices  in 
the  Commonwealth  Trust  building,  has  started 
a  new  mining  operation  on  Big  Laurel  Creek, 
West  Virginia,  where  it  will  erect  100  coke 
ovens. 

Charles  V.  Bergh,  treasurer  of  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Coal  Mining  Company,  was  married  in 
New  York  yesterday  afternoon  to  Miss  Mabel 
E.  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergh  sailed  today 
for  Europe,  where  they  will  spend  their  honey¬ 
moon. 

D.  B.  McAllister,  retail  coal  dealer,  will  soon 
have  a  new  coal  pocket  completed.  Mr.  McAl¬ 
lister  s  plant  is  at  Twenty-fifth  and  Dickinson 
streets.  The  capacity  of  the  pocket  will  be  about 
1,000  tons.  R.  H.  Beaumont  &  Co.  are  the  con¬ 
tractors. 

Shareholders  of  the  Reading  Company  held 
their  annual  meeting  Tuesday  at  the  Terminal. 
A  surprise  was  sprung  by  the  election  of  Oscar 
G.  Murray,  president  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad,  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 
Mr.  Murray  takes  the  place  of  Charles  Steele,  of 
New  York,  who  resigned.  The  action  is  looked 
upon  merely  as  a  recognition  of  the  large  hold¬ 
ings  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  in  the  Reading 
Company. 

Last  week  the  warrants  entitling  holders  ot 
Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  stock  to  subscribe  to 
the  ten  per  cent  stock  allotment  of  the  company, 
were  surrendered.  By  this  allotment  the  com¬ 
pany  will  increase  its  capital  stock  by  $1,734,500. 
The  proceeds  of  the  new  stock  issue  will  be 
largely  used  for  the  improving  of  the  mining 
equipment,  modernizing  the  machinery  equipment 
of  breakers  and  in  increasing  the  floating  equip¬ 
ment  in  the  company’s  canals  and  in  New  York 
harbor.  It  is  believed  that  the  company  will  be 
able  to  increase  the  annual  output  of  coal  to 
more  than  4,000,000  tons. 

L.  B.  Fuller,  with  offices  in  the  Rdal  Estate 
Trust  building,  will  leave  in  July  for  Stone  Canon, 


Monterey  county,  Cal.,  where  he  will  have  charge 
of  the  operations  of  the  Stone  Carton  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  Company.  The  property  of  this  com¬ 
pany  has  been  described  in  former  issues  of  The 
Black  Diamond,  and  it  looks  as  if  Mr.  Fuller 
and  his  asosciates  are  going  to  have  a  very  profit¬ 
able  proposition.  The  company  owns  a  large  coal 
property  just  about  midway  between  Frisco  and 
Los  Angeles,  and  will  have  a  freight  rate  to 
Frisco  of  $2  a  ton,  as  compared  with  $5.15  a  ton, 
which  is  the  lowest  rate  enjoyed  by  any  other 
coal  company  in  the  west.  This  will  give  a  wide 
latitude  for  profit,  as  coal  retails  on  the  slope  for 
around  $15  a  ton.  As  coal  on  the  coast  is  used 
almost  exclusively  for  domestic  purposes,  Mr. 
Fuller’s  company  has  already  been  making  a  can¬ 
vass  among  the  consumers  which  leads  them  io 
believe  that  they  can  readily  dispose  of  200,000 
tons  annually  to  this  trade,  besides  the  fuel  trade, 
which,  of  course,  has,  at  present,  some  limitations 
owing  to  the  low  price  of  oil.  It  is  rumored  that 
Mr.  Fuller,  when  he  renounces  Philadelphia  as 
his  home,  will  also  renounce  his  bachelorhood,  and 
that  one  of  Philadelphia’s  most  popular  and  fas¬ 
cinating  young  women  will  accompany  him  to 
his  new  home. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  June  4. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
Anthracite  dealers  and  operators  are  now 
up  against  the  dull  summer  months,  which, 
this  year,  promise  to  be  duller  than  ever. 
The  tidewater  movement  since  late  in  May  has 
been  light,  while  the  line  trade  is  inactive. 
Householders  are  only  buying  in  a  hand  to 
mouth  way,  and  retailers  do  not  look  for  any 
improvement  in  the  demand  until  about  Sep¬ 
tember  1.  In  consequence  a  great  rush  for 
coal  next  fall  and  winter  is  likely,  and  the 
companies  will  be  pushed  to  get  coal  for¬ 
ward  as  fast  as  wanted. 

In  the  bituminous  market  not  much  is  be¬ 
ing  done,  although  a  much  better  feeling  ex¬ 
ists  in  the  trade.  A  sale  of  spot  coal  is  seen 
now  and  then,  but  the  bulk  of  the  coal  com¬ 
ing  forward  is  upon  contracts.  While  no  great 
amount  of  coal  is  seen  at  New  England  ports, 
some  cargoes  have  waited  for  buyers  and, 
last  week,  some  very  low  prices  were  ac¬ 
cepted.  A  lot  of  New  River  was  reported 
sold  at  Portland  at  $3.05  and  another  lot  at 
this  harbor  at  $3.00.  Pennsylvania  coals  fare 
poorly  in  the  east  now  because  New  River 
and  Pocahontas  coals  can  be  placed  here  so 
cheap,  on  account  of  the  lower  rate  on  these 
coals,  and  the  very  low  freight  rates  prevail¬ 
ing  from  the  Southern  loading  ports.  Good 
Pennsylvania  coals  can  be  bought  around  $1.00 
and  $1.10  at  the  mines. 

The  industrial  situation  throughout  New 
England  is  reported  as  being  somewhat  im¬ 
proved  this  week,  some  35.000  employes  be¬ 
ing  put  back  at  work.  While  the  retnrn  of 
this  number  of  employes  does  not  mean  so 
much  for  such  a  large  manufacturing  territory 
their  employment  will  increase  the  demand  for 
coal.  Vessel  rates  are  still  low,  and  many 
boats  are  tied  up  waiting  for  higher  prices. 
From  Hampton  Roads  to  Boston  50  to  55 
cents  still  prevails,  Baltimore  shippers  paying 
about  5  cents  more.  From  Philadelphia,  50 
to  60  cents  would  cover  the  range  of  charters. 


News  Notes. 

C.  P.  Andersen,  of  the  Andersen  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company,  Board  of  Trade  building,  visited 
New  York  on  Wednesday. 

H.  P.  Fisk  &  Son,  coal  dealers  of  Spring- 
' field,  Mass.,  have  filed  with  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  a  complaint  against 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  alleging  dis¬ 
crimination,  overcharging  and  deviation  from 
the  published  freight  tariffs.  Complainants 
allege  that  these  violations  have  been  going 
on  since  1903,  and  several  hundred  instances 
are  cited  in  which  the  railroad  company  is 
charged  with  having  imposed  a  higher  rate  for 
shipment  of  coal  than  other  coal  dealers  in 
Holyoke  were  compelled  to  pay,  together  with 
itemized  figures  showing  alleged  variations 
from  the  published  schedules  ranging  from  10 


to  20  cents  to  $2,95  a  ton.  These  overcharges 
are  said  to  have  aggregated  as  much  as  $80 
on  some  shipments. 

The  new  six-masted  schooner  Edward  J. 
Lawrence,  the  third  largest  schooner  in  the 
world,  brought  a  load  of  coal  from  Norfolk 
to  Boston  two  weeks  ago.  The  Lawrence  was 
built  this  year  at  Bath,  Maine,  for  the  J.  S. 
Winslow  Company,  of  Portland.  She  is  320 
feet  in  length,  50  feet  beam  and  23.9  feet 
depth,  and  of  3,350  gross  tons.  The  cost  of 
building  the  vessel  was  nearly  $200,000. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  June  4. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Hunting  for  encouragement  in  the  local 
coal  situation  is  somewhat  like  Diogenes’  search 
for  an  honest  man,  for  the  market  certainly  has 
been  flat  and  featureless.  Coal  selling  down  to 
eighty-five  cents  at  the  mines  is  not  unusual, 
and  even  the  strongest  grades  are  lagging  along 
at  cut  prices. 

Many  are  inclined  to  believe  that  a  distinct  re¬ 
vival  is  due  immediately  after  the  coming  na¬ 
tional  conventions.  No  matter  what  the  results, 
these  optimists  believe  that,  in  the  face  of  the 
recent  era  of  light  production  and  reduction  of 
stocks  of  all  kinds  of  merchandise,  that  a  certain 
degree  of  renewed  activity  must  come.  If  the 
results  of  the  conventions  are  reassuring  to  in¬ 
vesting  interests,  not  a  few  profess  to  believe 
that  a  great  industrial  boom  will  come. 

Locally  no  signs  of  renewed  activity  are  seen. 
Those  industries  which  cut  time  of  work  and 
production  are  going  along  in  that  way  as  if 
settled  for  a  long  period.  Local  demand  for 
coal  for  firing  is  therefore  below  the  normal  in 
many  lines.  The  bunker  movement  is  said  not 
to  have  suffered  much,  but  rather  to  have  in¬ 
creased  at  some  of  the  piers.  Baltimore  has  made 
numerous  additions  to  its  regular  fleet  of  ves¬ 
sels,  and  this  has  stimulated  bunker  business. 

Anthracite  had  a  pretty  good  week.  Many 
householders  who  have  been  holding  off  were 
stirred  by  the  knowledge  that  they  had  missed 
the  May  reduction  and  decided  to  lay  in  at  once 
supplies  for  next  winter.  Steam  sizes  are  not 
at  all  active,  however. 

Charters  were  few  and  far  between  this  week. 
The  principal  coastwise  movement  was  in  com¬ 
pany-owned  boats.  An  idea  of  the  low  charter 
era  may  be  had  from  the  fact  that  the  last 
charter  here,  that  of  the  schooner  John  Max¬ 
well,  was  made  to  Fernandina  at  85  cents. 


News  in  Brief. 

There  is  talk  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  purchasing  and  operating  the  South  Balti¬ 
more  Steel  Car  &  Foundry  Company.  The  car 
company  is  now  in  the  hands  of  receivers. 

The  move  here  to  force  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road  to  operate  trains  through  the  city  by  means 
of  electric  motors  seems  doomed  to  failure,  as 
the  city  council  is  taking  no  action  in  the  matter. 

Many  coal  men  who  have  come  in  contact  with 
him  will  learn  with  regret  of  the  death  at  the 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  here  of  W.  A.  Tribby, 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  fuel  inspector.  He 
was  a  man  of  unusual  popularity  and  but  forty- 
two  years  of  age. 


Gauley  River  Timber  &  Coal  Company,  of 
Greensburg,  Pa.,  has  been  incorporated  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  and  developing  coal  and 
mineral  lands  in  Jefferson  district  of  Nicholas 
county,  West  Virginia.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  company  is  $100,000.  The  incorporators 
are:  J.  E.  Newcomer  and  E.  H.  Wolf,  of  Mo- 
nessen.  Pa.;  D.  J.  Snyder  and  J.  R.  Smith,  of 
Greensburg,  Pa.,  and  C.  C.  Smith  of  Scottdale, 
Pa. 


Anthracite  coal  as  a  fuel  for  locomotives  is 
soon  to  be  discarded  on  the  Lackawanna  Rail¬ 
road.  The  company  is  said  to  be  gradually 
discontinuing  the  use  of  hard  coal  on  its  en¬ 
gines,  and  in  a  little  while  soft  coal  only  will 
be  burned.  The  substitution  of  soft  for  hard 
coal  on  the  Lackawanna  will  mean  a  saving 
of  many  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  road  an¬ 
nually. 
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CoalJ  Mines  in  Japan 

|  - 

By  M.  C.  Stokes. 

U 


The  importance  of  the  Japanese 
coal  mines  lies  in  the  fact  that  they 
are  in  the  East  and  that  they  are  al¬ 
most  inexhaustible.  Those  who  have 
made  estimates  of  the  world’s  coal 
supply  and  based  on  them  the  limit 
they  would  assign  to  the  period  of 
commercial  prosperity  must  reckon 
with  these  vast  supplies,  hitherto  al¬ 
most  untapped.  In  Japan  coal  mines 
|  are  scattered  in  many  p^rts  of  the 
country,  but  the  principal  fields  are 
in  the  most  southerly  and  the  most 

!  northerly  of  the  four  main  islands. 
Here  are  coal  seams  twenty  and  even 
thirty  feet  thick,  and  in  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  land,  where  Japan  has  sway,  there 
is  one  reported  on  good  authority  to 
|  contain  over  100  feet  of  pure  coal. 

The  coal  fields  of  Lancashire  and 
|  the  coal  fields  of  Yezo,  the  most 
northerly  of  the  great  Japanese 
!  islands — what  a  contrast  they  present! 
In  Lancashire  are  mines  burrowing 
under  the  gray,  rounded  hills,  which 
are  bare  of  trees  and  covered  with 
short  heather  and  ranl$:  grass;  or 
shafts  opening  on  to  a  plain  where 
the  curtain  of  smoke  suspended  be¬ 
low  the  clouds  shuts  off  the  blue  of 
the  sky  and  the  gold  of  the  sunlight. 
In  Yezo  the  mines  enter  hills  clad 
in  the  thick  verdure  of  virgin  forest, 
which  comes  down  almost  to  the 
mouth  of  the  cliff,  and  is  cut  back  only 
1  sufficiently  to  allow  of  the  building  of 
!  the  small  wooden  houses  for  the 
;  workmen  and  their  families.  Within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  pits  one 
could  easily  be  lost  in  the  vegetation, 
and  it  would  be  possible  to  wander, 
once  lost,  for  days  with  the  sasa  (a 
small  kind  of  bamboo)  over  one’s 
head,  and  eventually  die  without  meet¬ 
ing  any  human  being.  Except  when 
there.  is  a  downpour  of  rain,  the  sky 
is  brilliantly  blue,  the  air  as  clear  as 
ever  it  can  be  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  at  night  the  fireflies  float  out  of 
the  woods  and  across  the  mouth  of 
the  pit. 

But  all  is  not  romance  and  beauty 
in  Yezo.  The  coal  there  is  being 
worked  by  thousands  of  men.  In 
Lancashire  a  seam  a  couple  of  feet 
or  so  in  thickness  may  be  econom¬ 
ically  worked  with  profit.  In  Yezo 
I  found  such  seams  untouched  in  the 
mountains,  while  in  the  mines  seams 
fifteen  or  twenty  feet  in  thickness 
were  perforce  wastefully  worked,  be¬ 
cause  no  device  had  yet  been  evolved 
by  which  the  whole  of  seams  so  thick 
could  be  obtained.  The  miners  of 
Yezo  have  many  technical  difficulties 
to  overcome,  one  of  which  is  the  great 
angle  at  which  many  of  the  coals  lie. 
In  some  districts  the  seams  stand  up 
|  out  of  the  earth  almost  vertically. 
Within  the  mines  the  workers  have 
hard  tasks,  and  the  Japanese  miner 
carries  greater  weights  than  the  aver¬ 
age  English' miner  is  called  upon  to 


do.  And  not  only  men  but  women 
are  at  work  below  ground;  sometimes 
quite  young  women,  naked  to  the 
waist  and  their  pretty  rounded  bodies 
push  or  drag  or  carry  the  loads  of 
coal  till  they  are  smeared  beyond 
recognition.  At  work  with  the  pick 
or  crowbar  beside  them  are  stark- 
naked  men,  generally  strong  and  well 
formed,  who  keep  them  supplied  with 
coal  to  carry  away.  When,  as  often 
happens  in  some  mines,  a  heavy  stone 
occurs  in  the  coal,  it  may  take  several 
men  working  together  to  remove  it, 
and  then  one  may  hear  the  curious 
singing  refrain  to  which  all  Japanese 
workmen  love  to  do  any  combined 
work,  “Isshai,  issha,  isshui,  issha,” 
each  shouts  in  turn,  in  a  different 
note,  as  the  stone  is  dragged  to  one 
side. 

The  little  villages  of  wooden  houses 
where  the  miners  dwell  are  poor  in 
the  extreme.  All  the  houses  are  of 
but  one  story,  and  of  two  or  three 
small  rooms,  whose  paper  sliding 
doors  and  windows  are  open  on  to 
the  road.  Generally  on  either  side 
of  the  road  runs  a  little  gutter  of 
water  led  from  some  of  the  many 
mountain  streams,  and  in  this  one 
may  see  the  wives  or  elder  children 
of  the  miners  washing  vegetables, 
saucepans  or  clothes.  The  baths, 
which  are  so  important  to  all  Japan¬ 
ese,  are  generally  in  a  little  shed 
apart,  or  quite  open  in  the  garden, 
and  are  shared  by  many  families,  who 
enter  the  hot  water  in  succession,  but 
are  careful  to  soap  and  clean  them¬ 
selves  before  entering  it. 

How  simply  these  people  live!  the 
floor  is  raised  and  covered  with  thick 
straw  mats,  on  which  they  sit  or  lie 
during  the  day,  and  at  night  a  few 
thin  quilts  serve  both  as  bed  and  bed- 
coverings.  In  the  rooms  there  is  no 
furniture  beyond  the  little  box  of 
ashes  in  which  some  burning  charcoal 
attempts  to  warm  the  dwelling,  a  lit¬ 
tle  tray  with  tea-cups,  perhaps  a  few 
small  flat  cushions,  and  a  vase  of 
flowers.  In  the  other  room  a  couple 
of  saucepans  and  a  wooden  pail,  brass- 
bound  and  covered,  a  few  bowls  of 
porcelain  and  lacquer,  a  coarse  knife, 
and  a  sieve  may  be  all  that  represents 
the  kitchen.  Clothes,  too,  are  very 
simple;  even  the  holiday  robes  are 
made  in  perfectly  straight  lines,  so 
that  they  can  be  folded  into  exact 
oblongs  and  squares  and  take  up  but 
a  little  space  with  no  risk  of  crushing. 
Deep  cupboards  in  the  walls  behind 
a  sliding  partition  receive  them  as 
well  as  the  bedding.  Of  children 
there  are  many,  running  in  and  out 
of  the  house  clad  in  their  single 
dressing-gown-like  robe  of  brilliant 
colors,  and  those  who  are  more  than 
eight  or  ten  years  of  age  will  gen¬ 
erally  have  a  baby  tied  op  their  backs, 
whose  little  head  bobs  about  as  they 


run  or  peeps  over  their  shoulders  as 
they  stoop  at  play.  The  children  in¬ 
vade  the  premises  of  the  mines,  even 
the  very  offices,  unrebuked,  and  many 
play  hide-and-seek  round  the  trucks 
of  coal  that  are  being  brought  up  for 
weighing.  Many  of  them  had  never 
seen  a  foreigner  in  all  their  lives,  and 
must  have  fold  each  other  many  weird 
tales  about  the  curious  visitor  with 
"eyes  like  a  cat”  and  hair  that  was 
all  twisted  up  like  the  tendrils  of  the 
wild  grapes  growing  in  the  forest. 

To  the  scientist  the  coal  mines  of 
Japan  present  an  interesting  subject 
study.  Compared  with  our  coals 
they  are  all  so  much  newer,  and  at  the 
same  time  so  much  thicker  and  greater 
in  amount.  When  at  one  time  we  im¬ 
agined  that  in  the  coal-measure  period 
vegetation  was  more  luxuriant  than  it 
'  ever  was  before  or  since,  it  was  sim¬ 
ply  because  we  were  ignorant  of  mas¬ 
ses  of  coal  far  thicker  than  ours,  and, 
therefore,  if  judged  in  the  same  way, 
representing  a  still  greater  luxuriance 
of  vegetation  in  other  and  much  more 
recent  periods  of  the  earth’s  history. 


British  Coal  Industry, 

Consul  General  Robert  J.  Wynne,  of 
London,  submits  the  following  sum¬ 
mary  of  statistics  issued  by  the  Brit¬ 
ish  home  office  relating  to  the  output 
of  coal  and  other  minerals  and  the 
number  of  persons  employed  at  mines 
in  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
year  1907: 

It  appears  that  the  output  of  coal  in 
the  year  1907  was  nearly  268  million 
tons,  being  an  increase  of  over  16)4 
millions  tons,  or  6.7  per  cent  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1906.  Every  coal  field, 
without  exception,  shared  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  increase  of  output.  The  three 
principal  coal  fields — those  of  South 
Wales  and  Monmouth,  Northumber¬ 
land  and  Durham,  and  Yorkshire,  Not¬ 
tinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  —  had 
outputs  of  50,  54  and  78  million  tons, 
respectively,  the  South  Wales  coal  field 
having  increased  its  output  by  nearly 


3  million  tons,  and  the  Yorkshire,  Not¬ 
tinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  coal  field 
by  6  million  tons,  the  increase  in  each 
case  being  over  6  per  cent. 

The  exports  of  coal,  coke  and  manu¬ 
factured  fuel  from  the  United  King¬ 
dom  in  1907  amounted  to  66,063,258 
tons,  and  the  quantity  of  coal  shipped 
as  bunker  coal  to  18,618,828  tons — in¬ 
crease  8,271,054  tons  and  28,615  tons, 
resoectively,  as  compared  with  1906. 

The  total  number  of  persons  em¬ 
ployed  at  mines  under  the  coal  mines 
reeulation  act  and  the  metalliferous 
mines  regulation  act  in  1907,  including  a 
certain  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
mining  ironstone,  fire  clay,  shale,  etc., 
was  940,618,  an  increase  of  58,273,  or 
6.6  per  cent.  In  1907  there  was  very 
little  chanee  in  the  output  per  person 
employed  as  compared  with  1906. 


The  New  England  Gas  &  Coke 
Company  of  Boston,  Mass.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  extensive  properties  of  the 
Federal  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  near 
Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  the  consideration 
being  $1,250,000  in  cash.  The  pur¬ 
chaser,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  country, 
intends  to  immediately  expend  $750,- 
000  in  the  further  development  of  the 
property. 


The  Copper  Range  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  has  completed  plans  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  modern  coal  storage  plant  at 
Mill  Mine  Junction,  Mich.,  near 
Houghton,  and  work  on  the  same  is 
likely  to  be  started  at  once.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  being  a  coal  storage  plant  the 
engines  of  the  road  will  also  be  coal¬ 
ed  here  instead  of  at  Houghton,  as  in 
the  past. 


The  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  with  mines  at 
New  Salisbury,  that  state,  has  in¬ 
creased  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock 
to  $350,000  and  reincorporated  as  the 
Buckeye  Coal  &  Clay  Company.  The 
incorporators  are  M.  E.  Miskall,  Rob¬ 
ert  Bursner  and  others. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  June  4. — ( Special 
Correspondence.) — Failure  of  the  Lake 
Carriers’  Association  at  their  meeting 
this  week  to  determine  the  date  for 
starting  the  movement  of  coal  leaves 
Hocking  valley  operators  still  in  the  at¬ 
titude  of  awaiting  developments.  Only 
a  few  scattering  mines  are  under  oper¬ 
ation,  and  these  are  active  only  part 
time.  If  it  should  be  announced  on  the 
15th  inst.,  as  is  now  anticipated,  that 
boats  will  be  available  on  July  1st,  the 
loading  of  coal  in  the  valley  will  begin 
promptly,  as  lake  tonnage  will  be  free 
from  demurrage  charges  for  at  least 
two  weeks  following  this  probable  fixing 
of  date.  With  labor  difficulties  in  most 
every  district  of  the  state  entirely 
smoothed  out,  nothing  remains  in  the 
way  of  an  enormous  production  of  lake 
coal  for  several  months,  except  the 
means  of  removing  it  from  the  Lake 
Erie  docks. 

The  only  change  in  general  market 
conditions  is  a  slight  stiffening  of 
prices  on  West  Virginia  run-of-mine. 
Coal  that  could  be  bought  in  any  quan¬ 
tities  a  few  weeks  ago  at  70c  and  75c 
is  now  commanding  80c.  Tins  is  not 
due  so  much  to  an  increased  demand  as 
to  the  fact  that  there  proved  to  be  no 
money  in  the  former  figures.  Hocking 
run-of-mine  is  selling  from  95c  to  $1.05, 
but  not  much  of  it  is  being  produced. 
Nut,  pea  and  slack  is  bringing  65c,  but 
is  scarce.  Hocking  domestic,  what  lit¬ 
tle  of  it  is  being  sold,  brings  an  average 
price  of  $1.25.  One  firm  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  producers  is  making  a  big  effort 
at  volume  of  business  on  splint  by  mak¬ 
ing  the  price  at  $1.00  in  the  hope  of  in¬ 
ducing  dealers  to  stock.  This  action  is 
being  criticized  by  other  operators,  who 
claim  that  it  will  have  a  demoralizing 
effect  upon  the  market  later  on.  Hope 
is  entertained  of  good  prices,  under  nat¬ 
ural  conditions,  when  the  season  sets  in. 

The  Columbus  retail  market  is  ex¬ 
tremely  weak,  although  there  has  been 
no  announcement  of  a  change  from  the 
winter  prices  of  $3.25  for  Hocking  lump 
and  $3.50  for  West  Virginia.  In  the 
lack  of  any  local  organization  among 
dealers,  there  is  likely  to  be  consider¬ 
able  cutting  when  consumers  begin  buy¬ 
ing  splint  coals,  some  sixty  days  hence. 
Dealers’  stocks  are  very  light  and  their 
orders  to  producers  of  both  anthracite 
and  splint  are  more  tardy  than  usual. 


Sunday  Creek  Company. 

The  significance  of  the  reorganization 
of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  an¬ 
nounced  on  Monday  last,  by  which  the 
stock  passes  into  the  hands  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Trust  Company,  of  New  York  City, 
and  W.  K.  Field  becomes  president,  to 
succeed  Horace  L.  Chapman,  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  much  conflicting  opinion.  No 
very  definite  information  as  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  policy  of  the  organization  is  being 
given  out  at  headquarters,  but  it  is 
stated  quite  emphatically  that  there  is 
to  be  no  merger  on  the  part  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  with  which 
Mr.  Field  has  been  identified  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  and  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company.  The  information  is  volun¬ 
teered  by  one  who  professes  to  speak 
with  authority  that  the  property  was  of¬ 
fered  to  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 
about  a  year  ago,  at  which  time  a  corps 
of  its  engineers  made  an  inspection  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  mines  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  and  that  the  former  definitely 
decided  not  to  become  a  purchaser.  The 
statement  is  also  made  that  Mr.  Field 


was  offered  the  position  of  president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company  after  the 
resignation  of  John  H.  Winder,  but  that 
he  felt  that  his  best  interests  lay  with 
the  rival  organization.  Just  what  new 
inducements  have  caused  Mr.  Field  to 
accept  the  position  at  this  time  is  some¬ 
thing  which  has  not  been  made  public. 
The  theory  is  advanced  that  he  did  not 
find  his  position  as  manager  in  charge 
of  operations  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  to  which  he  was  recently  pro¬ 
moted,  as  desirable  as  that  to  which 
he  had  been  accustomed  as  president  of 
the  subsidiary  organization,  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company.  Whatever 
his  reasons,  the  fact  remains  that  Mr. 
Field  is  to  be  back  in  Columbus  again 
after  a  residence  of  only  a  few  months 
in  Pittsburgh.  He  is  to  assume  his  new 
duties  on  June  15th. 

In  letting  go  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company  stock,  the  Morgan  interests, 
which  own  the  Hocking  Valley  Railway, 
will  rid  itself  of  any  conflict  with  the 
Hepburn  law,  should  the  latter  be  de¬ 
clared  constitutional.  It  is  further 
hinted  that  the  railroad  company  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  big  coal  organization  will 
be  more  resourceful  in  the  matter  of  its 
own  finances  if  divorced  from  the  com¬ 
pany  which  has  fostered  it  and  stood 
back  of  its  securities. 

Under  the  temporary  presidency  of 
Horace  L.  Chapman  and  the  sales  man¬ 
agement  of  First  Vice-President  Heiner, 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company  last  year 
enjoyed  the  most  prosperous  period  in 
its  history.  Like  all  other  concerns 
with  large  fixed  expenses,  it  is  not  find¬ 
ing  the  present  industrial  conditions 
conducive  to  big  dividends.  With  the 
expected  revival  of  business,  it  is  in  a 
position,  with  the  highly-organized  sales 
department  which  has  been  perfected  by 
Mr.  Heiner,  to  accomplish  still  greater 
results.  It  is  expected  that  Mr.  Chap¬ 
man  will  continue  as  one  of  the  board 
of  managers  and  that  Mr.  Heiner  will 
remain  in  his  present  capacity.  Mr. 
Field  will  be  welcomed  back  to  Colum¬ 
bus  and  the  best  wishes  of  everyone  ex¬ 
tended  him  for  his  success.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  he  will  be  in  the  city  the 
latter  part  of  this  week  to  look  over  the 
situation. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Company  is  the 
largest  bituminous  concern  in  the  United 
States,  with  the  exception  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company.  It  has  a  capital¬ 
ization  of  $4,000,000,  of  which  $3,751,- 
000  is  outstanding,  and  a  bonded  in¬ 
debtedness  of  nearly  $10,000,000,  the  lat¬ 
ter  largely  secured  by  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  Railway  Company.  The  company 
operates  over  100  mines  and  has  100,000 
acres  of  owned  or  leased  coal  lands  in 
the  Hocking  valley  and  the  Kanawha 
district  of  West  Virginia. 


News  in  Brief. 

O.  B.  Mowry,  a  local  dealer  of  Tarl- 
ton,  Ohio,  was  in  Columbus  during  the 
last  week. 

L.  M.  Breedon,  president  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  left  for  a  trip 
to  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  this  week. 

J.  F.  Froeger,  manager  of  the  Pike 
Colliery  Company,  Mattewan,  W.  Va., 
was  one  of  the  week’s  visitors  to  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

Harry  Ensign,  sales  manager  of  the 
Johnson  Coal  Mining  Company,  is  con¬ 
fined  to  his  home  this  week  by  illness. 
He  was  missed  at  the  Detroit  conven¬ 
tion. 


J.  W.  Dawson,  of  the  Kellys  Creek 
Collieries  Company,  was  in  Columbus 
on  Sunday  last,  en  route  to  northern 
points. 

John  R.  Schwartz  has  been  made  sales 
agent  of  the  Dean  Coal  Company,  it 

-'•mg  been  necessary  to  create  this 
position  on  account  of  the  enlarging  of 
the  company’s  field  of  operation. 

J.  F.  Blumensteil,  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
and  H.  A.  Fidler,  of  Portsmouth,  com¬ 
mercial  agents  of  the  Detroit,  Toledo 
&  Ironton  Railway,  were  recent  visitors 
at  the  office  of  the  Eagle  Coal  &  Coke 
Company. 

The  Dean  Coal  Company  has  acquired 
an  interest  in  the  Southern  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  whose  mines  are  in  the  Guyan- 
dotte  Valley,  W.  Va.,  on  the  C.  &  O. 
Railway,  and  will  hereafter  control  its 
entire  output.  This  product  is  a  very 
fine  qualit"  of  splint,  high  in  carbon,  and 
low  in  sulphur  and  ash.  The  coal  will 
be  known  as  “Stockwell.”  The  pres¬ 
ent  output  is  500  tons  a  day.  This  will 
prove  a  valuable  addition  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  operations. 

The  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Company 
has  inaugurated  a  new  system  of  in¬ 
spection  in  its  mines  at  Lansing, 
Crescent  and  Wheeling  Creek.  Thomas 
McGough,  formerly  a  deputy  state  mine 
inspector,  has  been  regularly  employed 
to  go  over  these  operations  and  make 
reports  from  time  to  time,  suggesting 
betterments  and  improvements.  This 
plan  is  adopted  to  lessen  the  liability  of 
accidents,  and  the  outcome  will  be 
watched  with  interest-  by  other  mining 
concerns. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Columbus 
&  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Company, 
which  has  just  been  given  out,  it  is 
shown  that  the  gross  earnings  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  March  1,  1908,  were 
$846,759,  an  increase  of  $261,000  over 
the  preceding  year.  The  balance  sheet 
of  the  company  shows  $9,227,681,  of 
which  $8,289,139  is  comprised  in  prop¬ 
erties  and  franchises.  When  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  no  longer  ago  than  in  the 
fiscal  year  the  company  failed  by  $39,- 
500  to  earn  its  fixed  charges,  the  pres¬ 
ent  prosperous  condition  is  quite  re¬ 
markable. 

John  Carding,  president  of  the  Card¬ 
ing  Coal  Company,  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  a  serious  automobile  accident  on 
Sunday  last.  In  company  with  a  wed¬ 
ding  party  he  was  returning  in  his  tour¬ 
ing  car  from  a  trip  to  Cincinnati  and 
Kentucky.  When  near  Dayton,  Ohio, 
he  lost  control  of  the  machine  and  ran 
into  a  tree,  throwing  out  the  occu¬ 
pants  of  the  car.  Mr.  Carding  escaped 
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without  injury,  but  his  wife  and  one  of 
the  other  ladies  were  quite  severely 
bruised.  The  machine  was  a  bad  wreck 
and  was  sent  to  the  factory  to  be  re¬ 
constructed  into  the  latest  model. 

J  he  following  Columbus  coal  men 
were  present  at  the  Michigan  and  In¬ 
diana  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  convention  at 
Detroit  this  week:  J.  A.  Tegarden, 
New  York  Coal  Company;  C.  C.  Corey, 
Sunday  Creek  Company;  Z.  Brewer! 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company;  H.  F. 
Morgan,  Sunday  Creek  Company ;  E.  E. 
Anderson,  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal 
&  Iron  Company;  C.  J.  Andrews,  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company;  C.  W.  Thompson, 
Archy  Grossman,  W.  T.  Fassig  and  D. 
R.  Poston,  New  York  Coal  Company, 
John  H.  Waters  and  H.  J.  Young,  W. 
J.  Hamilton  Coal  Company;  James  De- 
Wolf  and  F.  J.  Mulholland,  New  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company;  W.  J.  Teter,  Sun 
day  Creek  Company;  Charles  Falls,  Co¬ 
lumbus  Iron  &  Steel  Company;  C.  C. 
Johnston,  secretary  Wholesale  &  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio  ;  W.  R 
Yarnelle,  Yarnelle  Lumber  Company; 
A.  C.  Ingersoll,  Johnson  Coal  Mining 
Company;  J.  Frank  Clark,  General 
Hocking  Fuel  Company;  R.  D.  Teele, 
Sunday  Creek  Company;  M.  D.  Jones, 
Hughes  Creek  Coal  Company;  A.  M. 
Fisher,  Chapman  Coal  Company ;  E.  D. 
Carr,  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron 
Company ;  H.  H.  Heiner,  Sunday  Creek 
Company.;  B.  F.  Chapman,  Chapman 
Mining  Company.  Columbus  ladies  reg¬ 
istered  were:  Mrs.  J.  H.  Waters,  Mrs. 
G.  A.  Mather,  and  Miss  M.  Koehne. 


A  new  code  of  rules  governing  its 
mines  and  miners  has  been  ordered 
into  effect  by  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke 
Company.  The  most  remarkable  pro¬ 
vision  made  is  the  prohibiting  of  a 
miner  from  drinking  whether  on  or 
off  duty. 


The  partnership  existing  between 
James  Widner  and  Eastman  Hess  in 
the  coal  mine  near  Saratoga,  Wyo., 
has  been  dissolved,  Mr.  Hess  contin 
uing.  The  property  is  to  be  developed 
and  the  output  of  the  mine  greatly  in¬ 
creased. 
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lrectory  of  Mine  Operator!  and  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealera,  Whose  Adver¬ 
tisements  appear  In  this 
Journal. 
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St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  10 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg .  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louie — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg....  6 

NEW  YOKE. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St _  10 
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Bldg .  7 
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New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  38 
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Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  6 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[June  6 


Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  £iven 
Hr  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  so  per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


FOR  SALE — 1,500  acres  of  coal 

lands,  with  100  acres  surface  and  50 
acres  timber,  located  within  30  miles 
of  Pitsburgh,  Pa.,  along  line  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad;  best  Pittsburgh  No. 
8  vein,  tipple  weight,  and  short  haul 
freight  rate  to  Pittsburgh. 

Price  and  terms  very  reasonable.  If 
interested,  write  quick  for  further  in¬ 
formation.  Address  Box  1,  care  Black 
Diamond. _ 

WANTED — Position,  by  competent 
mine  manager,  Illinois  certificate.  Can 
give  best  of  references;  desire  posi¬ 
tion  where  economical  operation  is 
appreciated.  Address  Box  99,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 
reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond.  _ 

WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. _ 

POSITION  WANTED— As  super¬ 
intendent  of  coal  mtnes.  Twelve  years’ 
experience  as  such.  Technical  educa¬ 
tion.  Successful  record.  Best  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  82,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. _ 

FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  prop¬ 
erty  located  in  eastern  Ohio,  about  2,000 
acres  best  Pittsburgh  No.  8  vein,  conven¬ 
iently  located  so  it  can  be  worked 
from  three  different  openings  on  three 
different  railroads,  two  openings  hav¬ 
ing  already  been  made  and  the  prop¬ 
erty  could  be  producing  from  2,000  to 
3,000  tons  in  a  very  short  time.  Price 
and  terms  right.  If  interested,  ad¬ 
dress  Box  98,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

EXPERT  SECRET  SERVICE 

operative,  speaking  all  continental 
languages,  especially  skilled  in  min¬ 
ing,  is  open  for  engagements.  Ad¬ 
dress  box  90,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

WANTED — Wholesale  coal  sales¬ 
man.  Must  be  acquainted  with  Mich¬ 
igan  trade.  Reply  with  full  informa¬ 
tion.  Address  Box  80,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — First-class  salesman  to 

take  charge  of  the  jobbing  end  of 
operating  company  at  Chicago.  One 
who  knows  and  can  sell  the  Chicago 
steam  trade.  Box  97,  care  of  The 
Black  Diamond.  _ 

TO  RENT — Coal  yard,  South  Side, 
on  Lake  Shore  railroad,  near  Engle¬ 
wood;  equipped  with  sheds,  scales, 
barn,  office,  railway  tracks,  etc.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  94,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  lands  in  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  Illinois,  2,000  acres,  10-foot 
vein,  on  railroad;  will  sell  portion  or 
all  on  terms,  or  will  lease  on  royalty. 
Address  Box  93,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. _ 

FOR  RENT — Space  in  coal  office, 

with  use  of  phone  and  desk,  Old 
Colony  building.  Address  Box  95, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. _ 

FOR  SALE — Coal  yard  located  at 
Fifty-second  and  Lake  streets,  Austin. 
Excellent  chance  for  coal  business  or 
garage.  E.  C.  Kenny,  414  Fisher  bldg. 

WANTED — Salesman,  by  a  com¬ 
pany  shipping  domestic  coals;  give 
full  information.  Addres.s  Box  100, 
care  of  Black  Diamond. 


COAL  LAND  FOR  SALE— 1,200 

acres,  two  veins,  clean  domestic,  4  ft. 
Near  railroad.  $15.00  acre.  Address 
J.  M.  Ross,  Somerset,  Ky. 

OKLAHOMA  COAL  MINING 
PROPERTY  FOR  SALE— Or  trade, 
for  improved  Kansas  City  property  or 
Texas  land;  best  bargain  ever  offered 
in  Oklahoma  mining  property;  na¬ 
tional  lease  nearly  1,000  acres  on  main 
line  of  railroad;  best  freight  rates  and 
car  service;  highest  grade  of  coal.  Ad¬ 
dress  J.  A.  Gulick,  Scollard  building, 
Dallas,  Texas. 


FOR  SALE — A  producing  cannel 

coal  mine  on  main  line  of  railroad, 
four  feet  thick,  as  good  cannel  as 
ever  came  from  the  earth,  now  get¬ 
ting  a  car  a  day,  can  be  increased 
without  any  outlay,  cost  60c  a  ton 
to  mine  it  and  brings  $2.50;  also  the 
mineral  rights  by  deed  on  2,500  acres 
that  has  three  feet  cannel  and  four 
feet  bituminous,  also  lays  in  this 
county,  and  is  within  two  miles  of  a 
new  railroad  now  being  graded;  price, 
including  both  properties,  $5,000;  a 
bargain.  Address  P.  O.  Box  22,  Can¬ 
nel  City,  Ky. 


ESTABLISHED 
39  YEARS 


HOISTING  and  HAULING  ENGINES 
VENTILATING  FANS 

Mine  owners  ap¬ 
preciate  equip- 
ment  that  costs 
nothing  for  re¬ 
pairs,  long  after 
it  has  paid  for  it¬ 
self  and  made 
chunks  of  money 
for  the  owner  too. 

We  build  work 
that  stands  up  un¬ 
der  severe  service 
for  a  business  life¬ 
time  and  then 
some.  SPEAK- 

_  INC  OF  REC¬ 

ORDS!  Our  double  20x36  Direct  Motion,  6-ft.  drum 
hoisted  2,514  tons  in  eight  hours  ,at  Southern  Indiana 
Coal  Company’s  Lattas  Creek  Mine,  Jasonville,  Ind 


-CATALOG- 


CRAWFORD  &  McCRIMMON  CO. 

BRAZIL,  INDIANA,  U.  S.  A. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  O. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhom  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  I 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  OWX  A.  MoILROY 


PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 


S*le  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 


SITUATION  WANTED  as  mine 

manager,  or  foreman,  by  capable  and 
experienced  man.  Thoroughly  up-to- 
date  in  the  economical  handling  of  a 
mine.  Understand  both  long  wall  or 
room  and  pillar  systems.  Diplomatic 
in  handling  men.  Sober  and  ener¬ 
getic.  Address  Box  96,  care  of  Black 
Diamond. 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway^  PTErW  YORK 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 
for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gsn’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

of  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OK 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Cas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  &  420,  17  BeUtery  Pla.c«,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


PROOFING 


THIS  advertisement 
will  bring  to  your 
attention  the  best  and 
cheapest  ready  roofing 
on  the  market.  Here 
is  how  we  prove  it  the 
best.  '*  ■ 

In  the  first  place 
Amatite  is  made  in  one 
standard  thickness, 
whereas  other  ready 
roofings  range  from  a 
thin,  flimsy  half-ply 
to  a  three-ply  thick¬ 
ness. 

The  three-ply  thick¬ 
ness  (which  by  the 
way  is  only  one  sheet 
of  felt)  is  the  only 
kind  that  can  be  com¬ 
pared  with  Amatite. 

But  right  here  is 
the  point.- P  Amatite 
y  is  better  made,  has 
better  water-proofing 
material,  and  weighs  more  per  square 
foot  Uha-n  thej  three-ply  grade  of 
other^makes,  and  costs  much  less. 

Theselfacts  make  Amatite  the  most 
desirable  roofing  made. 


But  in  addition  to  its  superiority 
in  material  and  manufacture,  Ama¬ 
tite  has  one  distinction  which  makes 
it  stand  out  above  all  others. t  It  has 
a  real  mineral  surface.  |L  P 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  the 
advantages  of  such  a  mineral  surface, 
the  freedom  from  painting  or  coat¬ 
ing,  the  perfect  protection  against  all 
kinds  of  weather,  the  great  dura¬ 
bility. 

This  mineral  surface  is  embedded 
in  a  layer  of  Pitch,  the  greatest  known 
waterproofing  material.  Beneath  this 
in  turn  are  two  layers  of  the  best 
grade  of  wool  felt — cemented  to¬ 
gether  by  more  Pitch,  making  the 
whole  a  roofing  that  is  absolutely 
waterproof . 

No  other  ready  roofing  can  com¬ 
pare  with  this  mineral-surfaced, water¬ 
proof,  weather  proof,  durable  roof. 
That’s  why  we  say — Don't  buy  your 
roofing  until  you  have  seen  Amatite. 

Free  Sample  &  Booklet 

Send  for  Free  Booklet  and  Sample 
to-day.  It  will  pay  you  to  get  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Amatite!  Address 
nearest  office. 


BARRETT  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 


New  York 
Cincinnati 


Chicago 

Allegheny 


Minneapolis 
New  Orleans 


Hniladelphia 

Boston 


Kansas  City 
London,  Eng. 


Cleveland 
St.  Louis 


YOUCH  STEAM  PUMPS 


.  . .  MANUFACTURED  BY  ■  = 

BOYTS,  PORTER  6c  COMPANY 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  9.  A. 


MINE 

PUMPS 

TANK 

PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 

PUMPS 

COMPOUND 

PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 


Electrical 
Power  Pumps 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pumps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Pressure  Pumps 

Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pumps 

with 

Pot  Valve 
Water  Chamber 


Size:  24xl2x36-inch  Mine  Pump. 
12-inch  Suction,  10-inch  Discharge. 


Size:  7-inch  Piston,  10-inch  Stroke,  6-inch  Suction,  6-inch  Discharge, 
20  H.  P.  Westinghouse  Motor. 


Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valves.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
1  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


MINE  RAILS 

12-16-20  LB. 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

RAILS 

NEW  RELAYING 

M.  K.  FRANK 

PITTSBURGH 

ml  ■■  FOR  sale,  choice 

D/%11  RE-LAYING 

■  Mk'-'wL  1  30,  35,  40.  56,  and  60  lb. 

(and  other  weights  i.  Alsonewl21b, 

16  lb.,  20  lb..  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb„ 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  you 
want  them  deliveied.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 
®"We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 

FOR  SALE 

ioo  second  hand  mine  cats,  in  good  re¬ 
pair.  45  inches  wide,  66  inches  long,  42 
inches  high,  lor  a  26  inch  track  gauge. 

CLOVER  LEAF  HINING  CO. 
Coffeen,  III. 

FOR  SAUK 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

SECOND  HAND  MINING 
MACHINERY  for  sale  at  a  bargain 

Consisting  of  one  pair  of  16x24  Hoisting 
Engines,  direct  connection,  two  60  in.  by 

18  ft.  Brownell  Boilers,  one  12  ft.  Blakeslee 
Fan  with  engine,  two  Pumps  and  45  Mine 
Cars,  36  in.  gauge,  1H  ton  capacity.  For 
further  particulars  write, 

Exchange  Bank  Du  Quoin,  III. 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy.  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co.,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 

TO  ADVERTISERS 

READ  OUR 

WANT  COLUMN 

ON  PAGE  30 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit, 
immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  £  Co.  Philadelphia 

RARE  BARGAINS 
irv 

RAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

wr‘2D-NICKER"s"K!’ 

in  St.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists? 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

▼  STEEL 

1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENELOADINC  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT-  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BiDG.,  Cleveland,  O. 


SAVE  MONEY 

- BY  USING - 

BUDA 

STANDARD 


SCALES 


The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  lully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  and 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  6l  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  Uhited  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway.  New  York 


Write'to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

-  AND 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE.  WIS. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Monadnock  Bldg. 

HOUGHTON;  MICH..  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 
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Locomotives. 
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Mine  Car  Hltohlngs. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis 

Mo .  47 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Mine  Wheels. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  47 

Motors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III .  45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Prospecting  Machinery. 

Cyclone  Drilling  Machinery  Co.,  Orr- 

ville,  Ohio .  45 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Pnlverlrers.  l 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Pomps. 

Boyts,  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa....  33 

Cook,  A.  D.,  Lawreneeburg,  Ind .  40 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Pnmps  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Balia 


Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  32 
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Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  34 


Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa .  4C 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis..  34 
Roofing — 

Barrett  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  33 

Scales. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa .  46 

Screens  (Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  35 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa..  36 

Screens  (yard). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  35 

Shafting. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  47 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 42 

Trucks. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  47 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Weigh  Baskets. 


Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Wheels. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 
Wire  Rope. 

Broderick  &  Basconi  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis. .  47 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 46 

Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa . 46 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co .  34 
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A  LINK-BELT  RETAIL  GOAL  POCKET  IS  A  GUARANTEE  OF  PROFIT 

because  it  raises  the  system  of  the  yard  to  the 
highest  point  of  efficiency  and  economy — 21c  a 
ton  is  saved  over  old  methods  of  handling,  and 
desired  storage  capacity  obtained.  Investigate. 

Link-Belt 
Company 


1,000-ton  pocket  erected  for  Heffner  &  Pillion,  Sheepshead  Bay,  L.  I. 
Capacity  of  machinery,  40  tons  per  hour. 


PHILADELPHIA 

NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 

SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


CHICAGO 

PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 

DENVER 

Lindrooth,  Shubart  (81  Co. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 

NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


in 


The  Coal  Dealers’  Blue  Book 

Contains  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 
Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 
Coal  ana  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

.  Por  Details  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN  COMPANY 


Pennsylvania  Building 
PHILADELPHIA 


324  Dearborn  Street 
CHICAGO 


For  The  Ambitious  Clerk 


Bookkeeper,  or  other  employe  who  wants  to  get  on  and  can  see  that  to  do  it  now  he 
must  study  business  as  was  never  required  before,  the  magazine  “BUSINESS  AID,”  112 
Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  is  almost  indispensable.  It  gives  in  a  nutshell  important  busi¬ 
ness-world  news,  principles,  points  on  methods,  experiences  of  leaders,  the  fundamentals 
of  advertising,  and,  above  all,  the  cream  of  what  the  courts  are  deciding  that  must 
control  future  transactions,  etc.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  If  you  are  in  earnest 
— mean  business — send  for  it  today;  stamps  or  silver.  Every  business  man  should  read 
“BUSINESS  AID.”  No  young  man  can  afford  to  be  without  it. 


Cincinnati  THE  c>  Gm  B[_akE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


CHICAGO  “ 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  CAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  <fc  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 

1228  M  jestic  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  Qeneral  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld'g. 


' 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  I  Broadway  L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 

New  York  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


ISLAND  CREEK” 

R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager  ^"''4  £  ^  "W" 

Mercantile  Library  Building  ^  ■  W  /-m.  I  v 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  ^  m  ^ 


STEAM — CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 

Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.radton 

From  the  model  mines  ol  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  toas — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

-  WRITE  FOR  PR  ICES 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 

* 

ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN, GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


MR.  WHOLESALE  COAL  DEALER 

Branch  Offlces-NEW  YORK,  PITTSBURG.  CINCINNATI.  COLUMBUS. 


Have  you  a  friend  in  the  retail  coal  business?  Ask  him  the  name  of  the 
coal  paper  he  reads.  Ask  the  purchasing  agent  of  any  large  manufac¬ 
turing  concern  the  same  question.  The  answers  you  will  receive  should 
result  in  our  getting  an  inquiry  for  advertising  rates. 

Address,  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

Old  Colony  Building.  CHICAGO 


1 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES.  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 


represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co., 


PITTSBURG 

Manufaoturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment. 


Phillips 
Patent 
Automatic 
Cross-Over 
Car  Tip. 


Springs  on  Horns  Protect  Cars. 


The  Simplest  and 
strongest  Tip 
made.  Guaran¬ 
teed  not  to  get  out 
of  order.  Capacity 
ualimited. 


SCREENING  PLANTS  COMPLETE— Screen*.  Screen  Sire,  Chalet.  Nine  Cere,  *11  etyho.  We  make  Ih*  enty  elmple  end  •oceoutul  petenl  wiet*  packet  Car  Wheel  *n  the  Market)  Let  as  submit  plane  end  eettmetee. 
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POCi\HONTAS 

Trade  ark  Rrgi  »ered 


THE  STANDARD 
OF  EXCELLENCE 


.B. 

"POCAHONTAS" 
.SMOKELESS. 
:oal^ 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  THE  STANDARD 
FOR  GRADING  ALL  STEAM  FUEL 


c. 


C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 


Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 


Branch  Offices 
1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  Ill. 

50  Congress  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal 

MAIN  OFFICE:  ARCADE  BLDG. 

1  SOUTH  15TH  STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Branch  Offices 

Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building,  Roanoke,  Va. 

European  Agts.—Hull,  Blyth  &  Company 
4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

TRADE  ADHIRALTY  NARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tlde=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  *  CO. 

PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

FISHER 
BUILDING 


CHICAGO 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgh  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  AS 

CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnace  and  Foundry  Use. 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  ail  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

AGENTS  AT 


NEW  YORK 
TOLEDO 


CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL 

DETROIT  ERIE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


gy  p  f\  A  Q  A  □  I  IT  Q  A  |  CG  Ail  A  N  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
Ull  E  U  M  r  ADLto  DALES  IVI  A  N  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  In  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1150  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vice-Pre*t»  and  Gen’l  Mgf. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Genuine  Ced&r  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Otxio 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  wh^ji  writing  advrtisers. 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 

Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 

The  Hayward  Company,  50  Church  St.,NewYork 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 

New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 

Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 
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Briquet  Making  A  Commercial  Possibility. 


The  Rock  Island  Coal  Company  Purchases  the  Machinery  Used  at  the  Jamestown  Exposition  and  Installs  It  at  Harts- 
horne,  Oklahoma — Where  a  Wide  Difference  Exists  between  the  Price  of  Lump  and  Fine  Coal  This  Method  of 
Treating  Slack  or  Screenings  Is  Possible  and  Is  Attended  by  Most  Satisfactory  Results — An  Admirable  Locomotive 
Fuel  Is  produced,  Which  Gives  Better  Results  than  Are  Possible  with  Fine  Coal  in  Any  Other  Form. 


Something  approaching  a  successful  and 
commercially  possible  briquetting  plant  may 
be  developed  by  the  Rock  Island  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  in  connection  with  its  mines  at  Harts- 
horne,  Oklahoma.  If  this  plant  proves  to  be 
a  commercial  success  it  will  be  an  important 
factor  in  all  future  operations  of  mines  which 
are  a  considerable  distance  removed  from 
points  of  consumption  for  screenings  or  the 
finer  coals. 

It  is  realized,  of  course,  that  briquetting  to¬ 
day  is  an  expensive  method  of  treating  screen¬ 
ings  where  a  market  can  be  found  for  that 
product  in  its  natural  state.  Just  now  it  would 
possibly  not  be  economical  for  the  mines  of 
central  Illinois  or  for  the  mines  in  Indiana, 
Ohio,  western  Pennsylvania.  But  in  southern 
Illinois,  where  the  market  for  screenings  is 
not  easily  found,  especially  in  Franklin  county 
and  in  some  of  the  western  and  southwestern 
states,  where  the  manufacturing  concerns  do 
not  take  care  of  the  screenings  and  where  the 
railroads  do  not  use  them,  the  advantage  of 
a  briquetting  plant  is  immediately  apparent. 
It  does  two  things;  it  first  takes  care  of  the 
fine  coals  and,  second,  by  increasing  the  ave¬ 
rage  price  obtained  for  coal  coming  from  the 
mine,  has  a  tendency  to  permit  a  reduction  in 
lump  prices,  so  that  this  grade  may  ' enjoy  a 
wider  market  in  competition  with  other  kinds 
of  coal.  By  these  two  methods  the  briquetting 
of  coal  will  have  a  tendency  to  rectify  a  mistake 
of  the  operators  in  putting  the  production  of 
coal  upon  a  mine-run  basis,  since  it  has  been 
proved  that  the  effect  of  this  is  to  decrease 
the  percentage  of  lump  and  increase  the  per¬ 
centage  of  screenings. 

In  certain  territories,  therefore,  the  briquet¬ 
ting  of  coal  is  likely  to  prove  popular  in  the 
future  if  the  Rock  Island  Company  can  dem¬ 
onstrate  that  it  is  an  actual  commercial  pos¬ 
sibility.  Since  the  Rock  Island  Company  is 


presided  over  by  both  a  scientific  and  prac¬ 
tical  operating  man  and  since  he  bases  his 
conclusions  largely  upon  results  and  methods 
obtained  in  Germany,  it  is  more  than  likely 
that  the  present  project  will  be  a  pronounced 
success.  The  cost  of  installation  of  this 
briquetting  plant  will  probably  be  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  $35,000,  but  it  is  believed  that  this 
will  be  more  than  offset  by  the  increased  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  briquets  upon  the  market.  The 
plant  is  now  in  the  process  of  construction 
and  will  be  completed  by  the  1st  of  July  or 
thereabouts. 

The  ground  plans  for  this  new  concern  are 
interesting,  as  showing  the  method  of  han¬ 
dling  the  coal  of  various  sizes  and  also  the 
briquets.  Everything  is  so  arranged  as  to 
keep  the  products  moving  constantly  toward 
the  point  of  shipment  with  the  least  possible 
delay.  Near  Hartshorne,  Oklahoma,  the  Rock 
Island  Coal  Company  has  three  mines,  each 
about  a  mile  from  the  point  where  the  briquet¬ 
ting  plant  is  to  be  located.  The  railroad  is  so 
arranged  as  to  connect  each  one  of  these 
mines  with  the  switch  leading  into  the  briquet¬ 
ting  plant.  All  the  coal  coming  out  of  this 
mine  which  is  sized  as  pea  an.d  slack  is  moved 
down  a  siding  in  hopper  bottom  cars  to  the 
unloading  pit  for  screenings.  Here  the  coal 
is  dumped  into  a  concrete  track  hopper  and 
is  then  moved  by  a  bucket  elevator  to  the  top 
of  a  slack  storage  bin,  which  is  about  thirty- 
five  feet  in  height.  This  storage  bin  is  built 
with  a  concrete  base  and  a  steel  cylinder  con¬ 
taining  the  screenings.  Before  entering  this 
steel  pocket  the  coal  passes  over  a  screen,  be¬ 
ing  divided  up  into  pea  and  slack. 

Pea  coal  is  permitted  to  pass  out  one  side 
through  a  flexible  conveyor,  which  will  per¬ 
mit  the  loading  of  this  pea  coal  into  box  cars. 
In  that  territory  gondola  cars  are  always 
scarce,  but  box  cars  are  plentiful.  The  meth¬ 


od  of  handling  the  pea  coal  is  therefore  very 
satisfactory,  because  it  increases  the  railroad 
equipment  available  for  that  mine. 

The  screenings  in  the  meantime  pass  down 
through  the  cylindrical  storage  bin  and  over 
a  drag  conveyor  to  a  point  which  is  called  the 
coal  feed  box.  To  the  left  of  the  drag  con¬ 
veyor,  as  it  proceeds  toward  the  coal  feed  box, 
is  a  30-inch  belt  conveyor  which  handles 
pitch.  This  goes  up  to  an  elevator,  where 
the  pitch  is  cracked  and  then  turned  over  to 
an  elevator  and  fed  through  a  spout  over  to 
the  pitch  feed  box.  Then  the  fine  coal  and 
pitch  are  mixed  and  pass  on  to  the  briquet 
press,  where  they  are  molded  into  forms  and 
prepared  for  the  market.  After  being  re¬ 
leased  from  this  press  they  are  placed  upon 
a  24-inch  conveying  belt,  which  moves  at  a 
low  rate  of  speed,  so  that  by  the  time  this  belt 
conveyor  has  traveled  its  course  the  briquets 
have  cooled  and  are  dumped  immediately 
down  a  slight  elevation  into  a  box  car  on  the 
siding  near  the  shed.  This  also  is  advanta¬ 
geous,  because  it  gives  additional  facilities  for 
handling  the  briquets  and  practically  all  of 
the  small  coal  coming  away  from  the  Rock 
Island  mines  will  be  handled  in  box  cars  in¬ 
stead  of  relying  upon  the  scarce  gondola  cars. 

Another  advantage  in  this  arrangement 
demonstrates  itself.  Alongside  the  belt  con¬ 
veyor,  which  goes  away  from  the  briquet 
press,  are  the  boilers.  It  is  planned  that  these 
boilers  shall  be  constantly  fed  by  the  briquets 
furnished  from  the  press.  The  operators  of 
the  plant  will  then  be  able  to  tell  instantly 
whether  the  briquets  have  been  properly  made 
and  whether  the  percentage  of  pitch  is  too 
high  or  too  low.  If  it  is  too  high  it  is  too 
expensive  for  commercial  use,  and  this  fact 
is  shown  by  the  dense  smoke;  and  if  it  is  too 
low  the  briquets  are  disposed  to  crumble  up 
and  prove  of  no  value.  This  simultaneous 


When  Briquets  Are  Used  Smoke  is  Avoided — In  One  Engine  Here  Shown  Lump  Coal  Makes  Smoke,  While  in  the  Other  Briquets  Avoid  It. 
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Ground  Plan  of  the  Rock  Island  Coal  Company’s  Briquet  Plant  at  Hartshorne,  Okla. 


testing  of  briquets  with  the  production  is 
something  entirely  new  in  briquet  making  and 
entirely  different  from  the  method  employed 
by  the  United  States  government  at  its  fuel 
testing  plant  at  St.  Louis,  since  those  briquets 
could  not  be  tested  until  a  long  time  after 
they  were  made. 

At  present  only  one  press  is  being  installed 
by  the  company,  but  arrangements  are  being 
made  for  a  second  press,  for  a  second  drag 
conveyor  and  for  a  new  arm  to  the  24-inch 
belt  conveyor  that  handles  the  briquets  after 
they  are  pressed.  All  of  this  will  be  shown 
in  the  accompanying  diagram. 

One  interesting  thing  in  connection  with 
this  plant  has  not  been  mentioned.  The  coal 
car  was  left  on  the  unloading  pit  with  no  ar¬ 
rangement  apparently  for  getting  it  away.  It 
passes  up  the  track  for  a  considerable  dis¬ 
tance  and  over  a  “Y,”  being  switched  back 
upon  the  scale  track  and  moved  directly  back 
to  the  mine  without  encumbering  the  facili¬ 
ties  of  the  company  in  the  least.  This  method 
of  handling  the  briquetting  plant  is  of  un¬ 
usual  interest.  Recently  Carl  Scholz,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Rock  Island  Coal  Company,  pre¬ 
pared  a  short  statement  of  this  new  operation, 
which  is  as  follows: 

A  coal  briquetting  plant  is  being  erected  at 
Hartshorne,  Oklahoma,  and  coal  briquets  will 
be  supplied  for  use  on  the  Rock  Island  by 
July  1st,  the  time  at  which  it  is  planned  to 
have  the  plant  in  operation. 

The  process  of  compressing  quantities  of 
fine  or  pulverized  material  into  larger  forms 
is  commonly  known  as  “briquetting.”  Briquets 
are  made  of  various  material,  such  as  coal, 
flue  dust  of  smelters  and  ore  slimes,  and  in 
all  sizes,  ranging  from  2 ounces  to  8  pounds; 
where  the  material  is  dry  binders  or  bonds  are 
used  to  hold  the  particles  together,  but  in  case 
of  fibrous  and  soft  substances,  such  as  lignite 
and  peat,  by  the  application  of  great  pressure 
no  binder  is  needed.  This  article  deals  espe¬ 
cially  with  fuel  briquets  made  from  coal  slack 
and  pitch  binder. 

The  coal  is  brought  from  the  mine  in  drop- 
bottom  cars  and  dumped  into  a  concrete  pit  to 
be  elevated  into  a  revolving  screen  located 
on  the  top  of  a  circular  steel  bin.  The  small 
lumps  which  pass  over  a  one-half  inch  square 
mesh  screen  will  be  loaded  into  box  cars  and 
sold  as  pea  coal.  The  fine  dust  which  passes 
through  the  one-half  inch  mesh  ig  stored  in  a 
bin  with  a  capacity  of  200  tons.  From  this 
bin  the  coal  is  taken  by  a  drag  conveyor  to 


a  feed  box  at  the  rate  required  by  the  press, 
and  the  binder  empties  into  this  feed  box  at 
the  proper  ratio.  The  mixture  of  coal  and 
pitch  then  passes  through  a  Williams  crusher, 
which  further  mixes  and  pulverizes  the  dust; 
it  then  passes  through  a  heater  consisting  of 
screw  conveyors  operating  in  steam  jacketed 
pipes  filled  with  superheated  steam  of  400°  F. 
temperature.  These  heaters  have  a  length  of 
50  feet,  and  by  the  time  the  coal  reaches  the 
die-filler  a  large  amount  of  the  moisture  has 
been  removed  and  the  coal  is  thoroughly 
heated.  After  passing  through  the  press  the 
briquets  drop  onto  a  belt  conveyor,  which 
serves  as  a  cooling  table,  and  then  the  bri¬ 


quets  are  ready  for  loading.  This  plant  has 
a  capacity  of  eight  tons  per  hour,  and  a  pres¬ 
sure  of  4,000  pounds  is  imparted  to  each 
briquet.  At  this  rate  about  130,000  briquets 
are  made  per  day.  The  plant  is  thoroughly 
fireproof,  all  structures  being  built  of  steel, 
and  is  the  most  modern  installation  of  this 
kind  in  this  country.  It  is  operated  by  a  100 
h.  p.  steam  plant. 

The  manufacturing  cost  and  the  expense  of 
the  binder  at  this  time  do  not  make  feasible 
the  briquetting  of  all  fine  coal  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  observations 
at  this  plant  will  lead  to  considerable  advance¬ 
ment  in  this  direction.  The  briquetting  meth¬ 
od  for  the  present  is  confined  to  such  coals 
and  localities  where  the  difference  in  the  sell¬ 
ing  price  of  slack  is  at  least  $1  per  ton  below 
the  price  of  lump  coal  at  the  mines.  The 
briquets  should  become  a  favorite  domestic 
fuel  and  displace  anthracite  coal  in  Oklahoma 
and  Texas,  being  well  adapted  for  house  fur¬ 
nace  and  grate  purposes.  The  main  purpose 
of  the  installation,  however,  is  to  furnish  an 
economical  locomotive  fuel. 

In  many  of  the  European  countries  briquet¬ 
ting  has  been  carried  on  for  many  years  and 
briquets  are  used  extensively  for  domestic  and 
locomotive  fuel.  Various  attempts  have  been 
made  in  this  country  to  briquet  the  fine  slack 
and  lignites,  but  with  comparatively  little  suc¬ 
cess.  Several  machines  have  been  in  opera¬ 
tion  in  the  eastern  states  to  briquet  the  an¬ 
thracite  culm  and  coal  and  coke  dust.  No 
good  reason  can  be  given  why  the  briquetting 
industry  has  been  generally  neglected,  ex¬ 
cept  the  comparatively  low  cost  of  lump  coal 
and  the  high  labor  cost  in  the  manufacturing 
process  in  this  country  against  the  high  cost 
of  coal  and  cheap  labor  rates  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  most  extensive  experiments  in  the  man¬ 
ufacture  and  use  of  briquets  were  started  in 
this  country  during  the  World’s  Fair  at  St. 
Louis  in  1904,  and  continued  at  the  James¬ 
town  Exposition  until  the  close  of  the  last  cal¬ 
endar  year.  Various  machines  were  installed 
and  special  attention  was  given  to  the  study 
of  binders.  Efforts  were  also  made  to  over¬ 
come  the  high  manufacturing  cost  by  the 
adoption  of  mechanical  devices  to  displace  ex¬ 
pensive  labor  items.  Many  heretofore  un¬ 
known  conditions  Were  observed  and  an  analy¬ 
sis  of  the  observations  readily  accounts  for 
the  many  failures  of  the  industry  experienced 
(Concluded  on  page  26.) 
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The  Waste  of  Our  Supply  of  Bituminous  Coal. 


Popular  Opinion  is  Inclined  to  Place  the  Blame  Upon  the  Producer  While  Scientific  Investigation  Proves 
Conclusively  That  the  Consumers  Waste  the  Most — In  an  Introductory  Way  the  Subject  is 
Hastily  Reviewed  the  More  Complete  Development  Being  Left  to  Future  Issues. 


Discussion  of  the  waste  of  our  coal  supply 
has  been  intensified  since  the  recent  meeting 
of  governors  with  executive  officers  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  It  was  lively  enough  before  that  time, 
but  now  the  subject  has  apparently  taken  pos- 
session  of  public  attention  and  will  probably 
be  pretty  thoroughly  thrashed  out  in  the  next 
year.  Unfortunately,  in  the  more  or  less  ram¬ 
bling  fashion  of  those  who  discuss  a  subject 
in  generalities,  the  public  has  been  led  to  the 
belief  that  the  whole  responsibility  lies  with 
the  coal  producer  and  that  the.  remedy  rests 
in  some  such  regulation  as  political  factors  can 
bring  to  pass.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is 
to  discuss  the  whole  subject  dispassionately 
and  try,  if  possible,  to  arrive  at  some  conclu¬ 
sion  as  to  exactly  wherein  lie  the  principal 
causes  of  waste. 

In  the  movement  of  coal  from  its  original 
resting  place  in  the  ground  to  the  propulsion 
of  machinery  two  great  factors  are  instru¬ 
mental:  First,  the  producer,  and,  second,  the 
consumer.  This  narrows  down  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  any  waste  to  one  of  these  two.  If  it 
is  found  that  the  greatest  waste  is  in  produc¬ 
tion,  then  the  blame  naturally  rests  with  the 
producing  company.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
greatest  waste  occurs  after  the  coal  has  left 
the  mine  of  the  producer,  the  latter  is  absolved 
and  the  burden  becomes  that  of  the  consumer. 

Such  investigations  and  scientific  tests  as 
have  been  made'  have  demonstrated  these  two 
things: 

First — The  coal  operator  leaves  in  the  ground 
from  twenty  to  fifty  per  cent  of  the  coal  con¬ 
tained  in  the  deposit  which  he  owns.  Of  the 
remaining  fifty  to  eighty  per  cent  he  may  pro¬ 
duce  many  sizes,  but  none  of  it  is  wasted  while 
in  the  hands  of  the  producing  company.  By 
this  it  is  conclusively  proved  that  the  maximum 
of  waste  at  the  hands  of  the  producer  is  fifty 
per  cent  and  the  minimum  is  twenty  per  cent. 
By  far  the  greater  portion  of  producing  com¬ 
panies  come  more  nearly  to  wasting  the  min¬ 
imum  of  twenty  per  cent  than  the  maximum 
of  fifty  per  cent,  and  it  is  very  conservatively 
estimated  that  the  average  of  waste  will  not 
be  over  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  amount  of 
coal. 

Second — The  consumer  or  owner  of  a  steam 
plant,  especially  where  the  old  style  piston 
steam  engines  are  used,  utilizes  only  fifteen  per 
cent  of  the  coal  purchased,  for  the  purpose  of 
driving  machinery.  On  the  face  of  it  this 
means  a  loss  of  eighty-five  per  cent  of  the  coal 
devoted  to  steam  making  purposes.  Of  the 
power  contained  in  the  coal  used  for  steam 
making  purposes  only  fifteen  per  cent  is  exerted 
by  the  steam  engine  upon  the  machines  to  be 
driven.  This  available  power  is  decreased  by 
the  friction  in  transmission,  so  that,  over  a 
complex  machine  shop,  the  loss  in  power  is 
probably  twelve  to  fifteen  per  cent  before  the 
power,  transmitted  by  the  engine,  is  exerted 
to  do  any  mechanical  labor.  Of  the  original 
power  contained  in  the  coal  the  average  fac¬ 
tory  loses  85.075  to  85.125  per  cent.  It  has  been 
proved  that,  by  the  use  of  electric  generators, 
only  five  per  cent  of  the  power  is  lost  in  trans¬ 
mission  and,  where  electric  generators  are  used 
for  carrying  power  to  the  machine,  the  loss  of 
the  original  energy  contained  in  the  coal  is 
restricted  to  85.075  per  cent. 

The  Losses  Compared. 

Comparing,  now,  the  losses  of  the  coal  by 
the  mining  company  and  by  the  consumer,  we 
have  by  the  mining  company  a  maximum  of 
fifty  per  cent  and  a  minimum  of  twenty  per 
cent,  an  average  of  twenty-five  per  cent;  but, 
by  the  consumer,  we  have  a  maximum  loss  of 
85.125,  a  minimum  of  85.075,  with  an  average 
of  possibly  85.09  per  cent. 


Contrary  to  the  general  impression,  then,  the 
greatest  responsibility  for  the  waste  of  our 
natural  resources  of  coal  is  not  on  the  part  of 
the  coal  producer,  but  on  the  part  of  the  con¬ 
suming  interests.  Consequently  the  remedy, 
if  one  is  to  be  applied  by  the  government, 
should  not  be  in  the  further  regulation  of  pro¬ 
ductive  conditions,  but  in  a  study  of  some 
method  of  consuming  coal  in  such  a  way  as 
to  cut  down  the  terrific  waste  in  engine  rooms. 

As  to  the  cause  of  losses  in  the  production  of 
coal,  it  is  easily  found  in  the  present  method 
of  timbering  mines  or  in  supporting  the  roof 
and  surface  territory.  Under  the  present  meth¬ 
od  of  operating  long  wall  mines  it  is  considered 
economic  to  have  mine  props  and  roof  timbers 
of  uniform  length  which,  when  placed  in  a 
mine,  will  protect  a  room  or  passageway  of 
uniform  width  and  height.  A  coal  vein  then 
which  might  vary  in  height  from  five  to  eight 
feet  would  be  timbered  and  prepared  to  take 
out  only  five  feet  of  the  coal,,  consequently 
the  excess  over  five  feet  would  have  to  be  lost. 
If  it  is  arranged  to  cut  into  a  seam  of  given 
width  the  timbering  would  be  prepared  to  takeout 
a  block  of  average  width,  the  excess  over  that 
being  lost.  It  is  estimated,  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  that  the  amount  of  coal  left  in  the 
ground  would  range  from  twenty  to  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  coal  in  the  deposit  and  consequently  the 
loss  of  this  coal  can  be  charged  to  the  method 
of  preparing  the  mine  for  the  protection  of 
those  who  work  in  it  and  for  the  protection  of 
the  overlying  farm  land. 

Various  reasons  have  been  ascribed  for  the 
loss  of  this  coal,  one  of  the  most  pertinent  of 
which  has  been  the  statement  that  the  profit, 
arising  from  mine  operations  today,  is  so  small 
that  the  coal  operator  can  not  afford  to  go 
after  the  excess  coal  in  his  mine  over  and 
above  that  which  is  arranged  for  by  the  length 
of  the  timbers.  So  long  as  the  coal  operators 
adhere  to  the  present  method  of  protecting  the 
roof  unquestionably  there  is  some  virtue  in 
this  statement,  on  the  part  of  the  mine  oper¬ 
ator,  that  he  can  not  afford  to  take  additional 
amounts  of  coal.  It  can  not  be  seen,  how¬ 
ever,  why,  if  the  additional  twenty  to  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  coal  is  as  valuable  as  the  first 
fifty  to  eighty  per  cent,  there  is  not  some  war¬ 
rant  for  the  exercise  of  mechanical  ingenuity 
in  devising  some  new  way  of  protecing  the 
roof  so  that  elasticity  as  well  as  stability  can 
be  given  to  the  devices  employed  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  If  the  roof  and  wall  protections  were 
made  elastic  there  is  no  reason  why  practically 
all  of  the  coal  in  the  ground  could  not  be  taken 
out  with  the  same  facility  and  with  the  same 
low  cost  as  the  coal  which  is  now  taken  out  of 
the  seam.  Unquestionably  the  coal  operator, 
by  adhering  blindly  to  the  old  methods  and 
refusing  to  consider  anything  new  along  this 
line,  is  blameworthy  for  some  of  the  losses 
that  are  encountered  so  far.  As  intimated  be¬ 
fore,  to  blame  the  coal  operator  for  all  of  the 
waste  of  coal  because  he  has  not  adopted  new 
methods,  is  to  place  the  entire  responsibility 
for  the  waste  upon  the  least  offender. 

Waste  by  Engines.  v 

The  coal  mines  of  the  United  States  are  to¬ 
day  producing  in  the  neighborhood  of  450,000,- 
000  tons  of  coal  per  annum.  Of  this  amount 
at  least  250,000,000  tons  are  being  used  for 
steam  making  purposes.  Estimating  that  eighty- 
five  per  cent  of  this  coal  is  wasted  in  the 
boiler  room,  we  have  left,  to  apply  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  driving  machinery,  only  the  power 
value  of  37,500,000  tons.  This  loss  we  are  able 
to  gauge  accurately,  but  it  does  not  signify 
that  in  domestic  stoves,  furnaces  and  open  fire¬ 
places  an  equal  percentage  of  the  other  200, 
000,000  tons  of  coal  is  not  wasted.  It  would 


be  fair  to  assume  that  of  the  450,000,000  tons 
of  coal  we  do  not  get  benefit  today  of  over 
70,000,000,  or  possibly  75,000,000,  tons. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  entire  450,- 
000,000  tons  of  coal  produced  are  burned,  none 
of  it  being  permitted  to  waste,  as  is  the  case 
with  other  materials  in  which  there  is  an  ac¬ 
tual  overproduction.  While  the  coal  operator 
takes  out  of  the  soil  this  tremendous  amount 
of  fuel  he  is,  therefore,  not  overproducing, 
since  there  is  actually  a  demand  and  sale  of 
the  entire  amount  which  he  takes  out.  After 
the  coal  has  left  his  mine  the  operator  is  no 
longer  responsible  for  it.  Any  waste  which 
occurs  after  it  leaves  his  possession  is  mani¬ 
festly  none  of  his  affair  nor  is  it  a  burden  upon 
him  or  a  cause  for  his  censure.  In  the  loose 
talk  about  the  waste  of  our  natural  resources 
the  whole  burden  of  supposition  has  been  that 
the  coal  operator  has  been  the  principal  of¬ 
fender  against  public  economy  and  consequent¬ 
ly  against  the  public  interests.  The  only  meas¬ 
ures  which  have  been  taken,  heretofore,  have 
been  designed  to  regulate  the  operations  of  the 
coal  producer,  regardless  of  the  fact  that,  as 
shown  here,  the  consumer  of  coal  has  been 
responsible  for  the  greater  part  of  the  waste. 

In  studying  boiler  room  equipment  one 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that  there  are  three 
major  causes  which  make  for  the  waste  of  our 
natural  resources,  as  measured  by  the  eighly- 
five  per  cent  loss  in  the  calorific  value  of  the 
coal  burned.  In  the  first  place,  by  improper 
firing  methods  and  by  improper  fire  room 
equipment  anywhere  from  thirty  to  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  calorific  value  of  the  coal  is  lost. 
Whether  this  goes  off  through  the  stack  in 
the  form  of  smoke  or  unburned  gases  or 
whether  the  loss  occurs  in  another  way  is  im¬ 
material  in  this  connection.  It  is  recognized- 
that  this  loss  occurs  with  improper  firing 
methods  and  that  this  loss  is  overcome  when 
proper  methods  of  firing  are  employed.  It  is 
very  clearly  demonstrated,  then,  that  from 
thirty  to  fifty  per  cent  of  the  coal  used  for 
steam  making  purposes  could  be  saved  if  some 
fireroom  methods  were  revised  and  the  coun¬ 
try  came  to  understand  thoroughly  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  combustion. 

Boiler  Room  Losses. 

The  loss  in  the  boiler  rising  from  radiation 
and  from  the  use  of  boiler  tubes  in  which 
scale  has  been  permitted  to  collect,  account 
for  another  large  percentage  of  the  85  which 
represents  the  total  loss  of  the  value  of  the 
coal.  Where  scale  is  permitted  to  collect 
in  boiler  tubes  it  naturaly  takes  more  heat 
to  evaporate  a  given  amount  of  steam  and 
consequently  more  coal  to  do  the  work,  which 
is  today  assigned  to  machinery.  The  accumu¬ 
lation  of  scale  in  the  boiler  tubes  is  almost 
general  in  steam  making  plants,  even  though, 
as  shown  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Black 
Diamond,  the  prevention  of  this  is  compara¬ 
tively  easy  by  the  use  of  proper  chemicals 
in  the  boiler  tubes.  The  loss  through  radia¬ 
tion  varies  directly  with  the  manner  of  in¬ 
stalling  the  plants,  and  is  preventable,  very 
naturally,  by  the  use  of  many  pipe  coverings 
which  are  employed  today,  compounded  from 
asbestos  and  magnesium. 

A  further  loss  in  the  boiler  room  is  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  use  of  the  old  piston  engine, 
with  its  dead  center  to  be  overcome.  It  is 
immaterial  whether  this  power  is  to  be  ex¬ 
erted  in  starting  the  piston  twice  for  every 
revolution  or  whether  it  is  exerted  in  the 
propulsion  of  the  drive  wheel  which  over¬ 
comes  the  influence  of  the  dead  center.  The 
fact  remains  that  the  piston  engine  wastes  a 
certain  percentage  of  the  power  derived  from 

(Continued  on  Page  26.) 
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Retail  Developments  of  a  Week 


Are  Recorded. 


In  a  recent  meeting  of  Chicago  coal  dealers, 
which  turned  into  an  “experience  meeting,” 
the  demand  for  coal  on  the  part  of  consumers 
was  up  for  discussion.  The  conclusion  was 
that  consumers  are  not  buying  very  much 
coal  this  year  for  summer  delivery. 

It  is  realized,  of  course,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  year  the  consumer  is  going  to  take  as 
much  coal  as  heretofore  because  the  people 
will  have  to  have  fires  next  winter  and  con¬ 
sequently  will  Pave  to  have  coal  to  keep  them 
going.  The  buyers  may  change  the  quality- 
bought;  they  may  take  cheaper  instead  of  the 
more  expensive  coal,  but  they  will  have  to 
have  some  kind.  The  fact  that  they  are  not 
buying  for  summer  delivery  does  not  mean 
that  they  are  not  going  to  buy  at  all,  but  does 
indicate  that  delivery  of  an  amount  of  coal, 
heretofore  spread  out  over  twelve  months, 
will  have  to  be  concentrated  possibly  into 
nine  months.  This  might  argue,  through  the 
law  of  supply  and  demand,  that  prices  will 
be  higher  after  the  buying  has  started. 

Since  the  situation  in  Chicago  has  been 
understood  to  be  merely  representative  of  that 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  the  statement 
of  the  conditions  in  Chicago  will  be  of  in¬ 
terest.  It  is  realized,  of  course,  that  for  coal 
delivery  Chicago  is  divided  into  four  groups, 
the  “loop  district,”  or  that  in  the  center  of 
the  city;  the  north,  west  and  south  sides. 
Prominent  dealers  from  each  section  summed 
up  conditions  as  follows: 

The  Loop  District. — An  abundance  of  coal 
on  hand  with  no  demand.  The  dealers  are 
offering  to  sell  any  amount  of  coal  at  almost 
any  price,  the  buyers  being  in  a  position  to 
dictate  the  terms. 

The  North  Side. — The  situation  is  expressed 
by  the  condition  of  the  public  team  track  of 
one  railroad  company.  Under  ordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances  this  unloads,  in  the  course  of  a 
day,  forty  cars.  Today  the  tracks  are  prac¬ 
tically  bare  and  the  average  unloading  will  not 
exceed  five  cars.  Business  is  more  quiet  than 
at  any  time  in  the  last  ten  years. 

The  West  Side. — Fewer  coal  teams  are  being 
seen  on  the  streets  today  than  at  any  time  at 
this  season  of  the  year  for  a  decade.  The 
yards  are  practically  idle  and  only  those  who 
take  coal  in  one  or  two  ton  lots  are  doing  any 
buying.  Flat  buildings  have  not  begun  to  lay 
in  their  supplies  and  the  householders,  who 
fill  their  cellars,  have  not  yet  started  to  do 
so.  The  stagnation  in  business  appears  to  be 
general.  Some  price  cutting  is  reported,  but 
not  much. 

The  South  Side. — Some  dealers,  having  no 
demand  for  their  equipment,  have  turned  their 
horses  out  to  pasture,  or  rented  them  to  com¬ 
panies  in  other  lines  of  business.  The  general 
disposition  is  manifest  to  beseech  the  buyers 
to  lay  in  a  little  coal  and,  in  some  instances, 
the  margin  between  the  cost  of  the  coal  and 
the  selling  price  will  not  pay  the  cost  of 
handling  by  five  to  ten  cents  a  ton.  Further 
reductions  are  feared  and  the  dealers  are  try¬ 
ing  to  bind  themselves  together  to  save  the 
situation  for  the  time  when  there  will  be  some 
demand  for  coal. 

One  dealer  expressed  the  situation  in  all 
parts  of  the  city,  as  he  found  it  today  on  an 
automobile  trip,  in  this  fashion: 

“As  far  as  the  retail  business  in  Chicago  is 
concerned,  the  yards  visited  might  as  well 
have  had  crape  hung  over  their  doors.  Busi¬ 
ness  is  absolutely  dead  and  promises  to  be  so 
for  another  six  weeks  or  two  months.  It  will 
be  of  no  avail  to  cut  prices,  because  the  con¬ 
sumers  do  not  want  to  lay  in  supplies  now.” 


Cost  of  Handling. 

With  the  close  of  the  coal  year  various  re¬ 
tail  concerns  are  beginning  to  compute  again 
the  cost  of  handling  coal  at  retail.  Some  of 
those  who  have  already  made  the  figures,  com¬ 
pare  them  with  the  results  obtained  a  year 
ago.  It  is  found  in  most  instances  that  the 


cost,  for  the  year  ending  April  1st,  averages 
about  five  cents  a  ton  higher  than  for  the  year 
ending  April  1st,  1007.  The  reason  for  this  is 
that  the  labor  cost  has  been  higher,  the  barn 
expense  has  been  greater,  and,  in  some  in¬ 
stances  where  municipal  legislation  has  inter¬ 
fered,  the  maintenance  of  equipment  has  cost 
more  than  in  former  years.  Chicago  dealers 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  sat¬ 
isfactory  to  compute  the  cost  of  doing  busi¬ 
ness  unless  there  is  included  in  the  item  of 
operating  expenses  salaries  of  the  officers  and 
employes;  the  rent  for  the  yard  or  the  inter¬ 
est  on  money  invested  in  the  property,  pro¬ 
vided  the  company  owns  the  land ;  taxes ;  ten 
per  cent  for  depreciation  of  plant  and  equip¬ 
ment  ;  and  interest  on  the  money  which  is 
invested  for  carrying  on  the  business,  whether 
this  is  tied  up  in  the  plant  or  working  cap¬ 
ital. 

One  statement  has  just  been  made  by  W. 
C.  Luhnow  &  Co.  of  Chicago,  which  has 
taken  into  consideration  all  of  these  items 
with  the  exception  of  interest  on  working 
capital,  which  was  not  included  in  the  cost  of 
operation.  It  is  to  be  realized  in  connection 
with  this  statement  that  the  company  was 
forced,  within  the  year,  to  re-tire  all  of  its 
wagons  in  accordance  with  a  municipal  ordi¬ 
nance.  It  was  shown  by  the  statement  of  this 
company  that  its  tonnage  consisted  of  twenty- 
one  and  one-half  per  cent  anthracite  and 
seventy-eight  and  one-half  per  cent  bitumi¬ 
nous.  It  charged  off  ten  per  cent  for  wear 
and  tear  and  added  in  the  cost  of  re-tiring 
its  wagons,  bringing  the  cost  of  handling  the 
business  to  78%  cents  a  ton.  It  develops  that 
Luhnow  &  Co.  can  do  business  cheaper  than 
any  track  dealer  in  Chicago  for  the  reason 
that  all  of  the  coal  is  unloaded  directly  from 
the  car,  none  of  it  being  stored.  Where  coal 
is  stored  it  is  realized,  of  course,  that  it  re¬ 
quires  two  handlings,  and  this  increases  the 
cost,  first,  on  acocunt  of  the  additional  han¬ 
dling,  and,  second,  on  account  of  the  loss  in 
calorific  value  through  storage.  Chicago  deal¬ 
ers  argue  that  if  it  costs  78%  cents  for  Luh¬ 
now  &  Co.  to  handle  their  coal  it  probably 
costs  the  other  dealers  from  80  to  85  cents, 
and,  in  fact,  the  statement  of  the  Milton  E. 
Robinson  coal  company  is  that  their  cost-  is 
eighty  cents.  A  year  ago  W.  C.  Luhnow  &  Co. 
made  a  report  showing  that  the  cost  of  han¬ 
dling  was  73  cents,  consequently  the  gain  for 
the  year  was  5%  cents. 

The  point  of  most  importance  in  this  con¬ 
nection  is  that  if  it  cost  Luhnow  &  Co.  more 
last  year  than  the  year  before  to  handle  coal, 
it  would  probably  cost  an  equal  amount  this 
year.  It  is  apparent  that  the  retail  dealer 
can  not  afford  to  make  any  sacrifice  in  values 
if  he  is  going  to  come  out  even  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Tt  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
right  now  the  demand  for  coal  is  at  the  mini¬ 
mum  possible  for  the  entire  twelve  months. 
The  dealer,  who  tries  to  force  his  commodity 
upon  an  unwilling  buyer,  will  have  to  make 
such  prices  as  will  deprive  him  of  any  pos¬ 
sibility  of  profit  now  and  may  accumulate  a 
loss  which  it  will  be  difficult  for  him  to  over¬ 
come  when  the  demand  is  stronger  in  the 
fall  and  next  winter. 


Convention  at  Chicago. 

The  program  for  the  thirteenth  annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Illinois  &  Wisconsin  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  has  just  been  is¬ 
sued.  The  convention  will  be  held  at  the 
Lexington  hotel,  Michigan  boulevard  and 
Twenty-second  street,  Chicago,  on  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday,  July  8  and  9.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  one  of  unusual  interest,  having  some 
excellent  features.  Among  other  things  the 
convention  will  start  off  by  a  greeting  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Chicago  coal  dealers  by  Milton  E. 
Robinson,  president  of  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association.  This  will  be  responded 
to  by  Frank  Mosher,  former  president  of  the 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Association.  Arrange¬ 


ments  have  also  been  made  for  an  address 
by  Tom  L.  Lewis,  president  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  who  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Fred  A.  Hobbs  of  Benton  Harbor, 
Mich.,  president  of  the  International  Council 
of  Coal  Merchants.  In  view  of  the  interest 
now  being  taken  in  the  matter  of  computing 
cost  of  doing  business,  an  address  by  C.  L. 
Moore  of  Kankakee,  Ill.,  will  be  of  interest, 
because  his  subject  is  to  lie  “Keeping  Sys¬ 
tematic  Accounts  so  as  to  Tell  Accurately 
How  Much  It  Costs  per  Ton  to  Do  Busi¬ 
ness.” 

One  of  the  social  features  of  the  occasion 
will  be  a  moonlight  excursion  along  Chi¬ 
cago’s  picturesque  waterfront  on  the  steamer 
Roosevelt.  At  the  close  of  Thursday’s  ses¬ 
sion  there  will  be  an  excursion  to  Buffalo, 
Niagara  Falls  and  Toronto,  which,  incident¬ 
ally,  will  give  the  members  of  the  association 
an  opportunity  to  attend  the  Kokoal  annual 
pow-wow  and  also  the  annual  convention  of 
the  International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants 
at  Buffalo  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  July  TO 
and  11.  A  special  train  will  be  provided  for 
the  purpose  because  a  number  of  members  of 
the  Order  Kokoal  will  be  going  to  Buffalo 
at  that  time.  The  program  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  in  Chicago  is  as  follows: 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  S. 

D  to  10:30  a.  in. — Registration  of  members  and  guests. 

Distribution  of  badges. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

10:30  a.  m. — Music — Vocal  and  instrumental  selections. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  President  Wilbur  in  the 
convention  hall  of  the  Lexington  hotel. 

Greeting — On  behalf  of  Chicago  dealers.  Milton  E. 
Robinson,  president  Chicago  Coal  Dealers*  Association. 

Response,  Frank  Mosher,  DeKalb,  Ill. 

President’s  annual  address,  Ray  Wilbur,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Secretary’s  annual  report,  Frank  E.  Lukens,  Chicago, 
Ill. 

Treasurer’s  annual  report,  W.  P.  Barker,  Batavia,  Ill. 

Reports  of  standing  committees. 

Appointment  of  committee  on  resolutions. 

Announcements. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

2  p.  m. — Vocal  and  instrumental  selections. 

Address,  T.  L.  Lewis,  National  President  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

Address,  “The  Mission  of  the  Individual  Dealer,”  Fred 
A.  Ilobbs,  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  President  International 
Council  of  Coal  Merchants. 

Address,  “How  Can  the  Retailer  Collect  His  Short- 
Weight  Claims,”  George  Gregory,  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
President  Iowa  and  Nebraska  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 

Address,  Fraternal  Spirit  Among  Coal  Dealers,  Clarence 

I.  Thompson,  Erie,  Pa.,  General  Western  Sales  Agent 
Susquehanna  Coal  Company. 

Address,  “Keeping  Systematic  Accounts  so  as  to  Tell 
Accurately  How  Much  it  Costs  per  Ton  to  do  Business,” 
C.  L.  Moore,  Kankakee,  Ill. 

Question  Botf  and  Discussion — [Dealers  who  have  any 
problem  growing  out  of  their  own  experience  which  they 
would  like  to  have  brought  before  the  convention  are  re¬ 
quested  to  make  use  of  the  Question  Box.] 

THURSDAY,  JULY  9. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

9:30  a.  m. — Vocal  and  instrumental  selections. 

The  entire  morning  session  will  be  devoted  to  a  “Round 
Table,”  discussion  of  various  topics  of  interest  to  the  coal 
trade,  led  by  Frank  McGrew  of  Kankakee,  Ill.  Among 
the  topics  to  be  discussed  will  be  the  following: 

1.  What  is  the  lowest  gross  margin  a  retailer  can 
handle  coal  for. 

2.  Has  the  retail  dealer  a  moral  or  a  legal  right  to 
refuse  merchantable  coal  sent  him  on  his  order. 

3.  What  is  legitimate  soliciting. 

4.  Car  Service  Association  Rules. 

5.  How  can  we  educate  the  consumer  to  lay  in  a 
supply  of  coal  during  the  summer  months. 

f>.  Exchange  of  information  as  to  credits. 

7.  Relations  of  Wholesaler  and  Retailer. 

8.  Short-weight  Claims. 

9.  And  many  other  questions  of  vital  interest  to  the 
trade. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

2  p.  m. — Vocal  and  instrumental  selections. 

Report  of  committee  on  resolutions. 

Unfinished  business. 

New  business. 

Election  of  officers. 

Adjournment. 


The  Polar  Hignite  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of 
Davidsburg,  Ky.,  with  home  office  at  Miners- 
ville.  Pa.,  has  lately  increased  its  capital  from 
$30,000  to  $50,000.  Daniel  W.  Evans  is  the 
general  manager  and  the  board  of  directors, 
with  its  officers,  consists  of  E.  S.  Straub,  pres¬ 
ident;  B.  C.  Guildin,  vice-president;  H.  H.  Spayd, 
secretary-treasurer;  L.  F.  Roehrig,  and  Mich. 
Visintainer,  all  of  Minersville,  Pa. 
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Province  of  the  Illinois  Powder  Commission. 


Latitude  Enough  is  Given  so  it  Could  Bring  About  the  Standardizing  of  Powder  Manufacture  and  Conduct 
Scientific  Investigations  to  Ascertain  the  Results  of  Explosions — Disputed  Questions  Must  be  Reduced 
to  Writing  and  Referred  to  a  State  Board  Selected  Partly  From  Each  Side. 


The  Illinois  coal  operators  and  miners  are 
now  endeavoring  to  get  together  and  appoint 
a  powder  commission  which  is  to  have  super¬ 
vision  over  all  such  matters  for  the  entire 
state  of  Illinois. 

This  commission  is  to  consist  of  three  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  miners  and  three  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  operators,  selected  in  join: 
session  of  miners  and  operators,  and  conse¬ 
quently  all  representatives  on  the  commission 
being  acceptable  to  both  sides.  The  difficulties 
are :  First,  to  find  the  men  who  have  tech¬ 

nical  knowledge  of  the  effect,  of  powder  ex¬ 
plosions  as  well  as  a  practical  knowledge  of 
mining;  and  second,  to  find  men  who  would 
be  willing  to  serve  on  such  commission  where 
their  duties  might  call  them  to  any  part  of  the 
state  at  almost  any  time. 

This  is  an  effort  on  the  part  of  both  miners 
and  operators  to  solve  one  phase  of  the  great 
big  question  of  powder  in  the  mine,  and  re¬ 
sults  are  likely  to  prove  immensely  impor¬ 
tant,  not  only  to  the  operators  of  Illinois, 
but  to  the  coal  operators  and  miners  through¬ 
out  the  country.  The  new  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  Illinois  coal  operator  and  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois,  effective 
April  1st  and  continuing  until  March  31,  1910, 
contains  the  following  paragraph  relative  to 
powder,  prices  and  quality: 

“The  price  for  powder  per  keg  shall  be 
$1.75,  the  same  to  be  delivered  at  the  face 
when  so  requested.  The  miners  shall  pur¬ 
chase  their  powder  from  the  operators, 
provided  it  is  furnished  of  standard  grade 
and  quality.  In  determining  the  powder 
for  a  mine  it  shall  be  the  purpose  to  select 
a  powder  which  shall  give  the  best  results 
to  the  miner  and  operator  alike.  A  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  miners  on  the  pay  roll  at 
any  mine  may  file  with  the  operator  a 
written  complaint  against  the  powder  be¬ 
ing  furnished  by  the  operator.  Such  com¬ 
plaint  must  explicitly  state  the  objections 
to  the  powder  and  must  be  signed  by  a 
majority  of  the  miners.  The  operator  also 
may  file  with  the  pit  committee  written 
notice  of  his  desire  to  change  the  powder 
being  furnished,  stating  his  reasons  there¬ 
for.  Upon  the  filing  of  either  complaint 
or  notice  as  above  stated,  a  test  shall  be 
arranged  for  as  soon  as  possible  and  such 
test  shall  be  conducted  under  written  reg¬ 
ulations  agreed  upon  by  the  operator  and 
pit  committee;  but  if  they  shall  not  agree 
to  such  regulations  within  seven  days 
from  the  filing  of  the  complaint  or  notice, 
then  the  regulations  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  powder  commission  hereinafter  pro¬ 
vided  for. 

“A  joint  state  powder  commission,  who 
shall  serve  during  the  life  of  this  agree¬ 
ment,  shall  be  constituted,  consisting  of 
six  members,  three  of  whom  shall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  each  executive  board,  respec¬ 
tively,  of  whom  not  less  than  one  on  each 
side  shall  possess  technical  knowledge, 
and  all  of  whom  shall  possess  either  tech 
nical  or  practical  knowledge  of  the  use  of 
powder  in  producing  coal.  Said  commis¬ 
sion  shall  have  full  control  of  all  powder 
tests  not  settled  locally,  as  above  pro¬ 
vided. 

“The  commission  shall  be  empowered 
to  investigate  the  various  phases  of  the 
powder  question,  and  may  negotiate  with 
powder  companies  for  the  establishment 
of  standard  sizes  of  powder  and  the  prop¬ 
er  branding  thereof.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  commission  to  eliminate  entirely 
from  cases  of  powder  disputes  the  partici¬ 
pation,  openly  or  otherwise,  of  representa¬ 
tives  of  powder  companies,  and  shall  by 
all  lawful  and  proper  means  seek  to  se¬ 


cure  for  both  operators  and  miners  uni¬ 
form  deliveries  of  such  powder  as  is  se¬ 
lected  as  the  most  suitable  in  any  given 
case. 

"Said  commission  may  investigate  shot¬ 
firing  devices,  the  merits  of  explosives 
other  than  powder,  and  the  use  of  other 
mechanical  agents  than  explosives  for  the 
production  of  coal,  and  make’ recommen¬ 
dations  to  the  two  organizations  concern¬ 
ing  the  same.” 

Deciding  the  Standard. 

The  old  agreement  contained  only  that  part 
of  the  above  paragraph  which  regulated  the 
price  of  powder  and  the  delivery  at  the  face 
of  the  coal,  and  providing  that  the  miners 
should  purchase  their  powder  from  the  op¬ 
erators.  It  is  noted  in  this  paragraph  that 
provision  is  made  that  the  operator  shall 
furnish  a  standard  grade  and  quality  of  pow¬ 
der.  Therein  lay  all  of  the  difficulty.  A  min¬ 
er,  or  a  group  of  miners,  using  one  grade  of 
powder,  could  be  weaned  away  or  influenced 
by  representatives  of  another  powder,  and  con¬ 
sequently  there  would  be  raised  in  that  mine 
the  question  of  what  constitutes  a  powder  of 
standard  grade  and  quality.  There  is,  of 
course,  no  exact  definition  which  would  de¬ 
termine  what  is  a  powder  of  standard  grade 
and  quality,  and  hence  almost  interminable 
disputes  were  constantly  arising  for  which  no 
immediate  solution  appeared  possible.  There 
was  no  tribunal  before  which  the  contending 
factors  would  go  to  settle  their  claims,  and  it 
had  to  be  tried  out  by  force  of  argument  and 
persuasion,  usually  resulting  in  unnecessary 
strikes  in  the  mines. 

In  the  last  few  years  these  strikes  were  be¬ 
coming  more  numerous  and  bothersome,  and 
it  was  next  to  an  impossibility  to  arrive  at 
any  definite  understanding  under  the  old  meth¬ 
od  of  procedure.  It  was  this  fact  which  de¬ 
termined  both  sides  to  put  on  the  additional 
part  of  the  paragraph  going  into  the  whole 
powder  question  in  more  detail.  It  is  deter¬ 
mined,  for  instance,  that,  in  providing  the 
powder  for  a  mine,  one  such  shall  be  selected 
which  will  give  the  best  results  to  both  the 
operator  and  miner.  When  tlie  operators 
switched  over  from  the  lump  coal  basis  to  the 
mine-run  basis  it  was  a  specific  understanding 
that  while  the  method  of  pay  for  the  miner 
should  be  changed,  the  quality  of  the  coal 
produced  should  remain  the  same.  In  other 
words,  the  miners  should  continue  to  produce 
as  much  lump  coal  as  they  did  before,  even 
while  being  paid  on  the  mine-run  basis. 

This  was  the  theory  of  the  agreement,  but 
the  fact  has  been  that  the  operator  has  been 
forced  to  submit  to  a  constant  decrease  in  the 
production  of  lump  and  a  constant  increase 
in  the  production  of  the  finer  sizes  of  the  coal. 
It  has  been  realized  that,  to  a  certain  extent, 
this  result  was  due  to  the  method  of  handling 
the  powder  and  also  the  grade  of  powder  that 
was  demanded  by  the  miners.  Of  course,  the 
question  of  the  undercutting  of  coal  and  the 
preparatory  work  of  the  mine  worker  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  the  results',  but  the  use 
of  powder  was  a  matter  of  primary  impor¬ 
tance. 

Some  Powder  Results. 

Some  recent  tests  have  been  made  along 
this  line  which  showed,  for  instance,  that  in 
Indiana  the  production  of  coal  per  keg  of 
powder,  when  shooting  from  the  solid,  was 
nineteen  tons,  whereas  when  the  coal  was  un¬ 
dercut  the  production  of  coal  to  the  keg  of 
powder  was  approximately  eighty-six  tons.  A 
special  test  made  in  Oklahoma,  where  the  con¬ 
sistency  of  the  coal  was  slightly  different 


from  that  in  Indiana,  showed  that  in  shooting 
from  the  solid  the  production  of  coal  to  the 
keg  of  powder  was  seventeen  and  one-half 
tons,  while  in  mining  undercut  coal — the  min¬ 
ers  being  careful — the  production  of  coal  per 
keg  of  powder  was  120  tons.  It  is  considered, 
however,  as  a  safe  basis  that  four  and  one- 
half  times  as  much  coal  is  produced  per  keg 
of  powder  when  the  coal  is  properly  under¬ 
cut  and  prepared  as  when  it  is  shot  from  the 
solid. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  results  obtained 
from  a  test  of  powder  in  various  positions, 
another  having  to  do  with  the  state  of  the 
roof  after  the  shot  has  been  fired,  and  still 
another  having  to  do  with  the  preparation  of 
the  coal  as  to  the  percentage  of  lump  to  the 
coal  mined. 

Indiana  results  have  also  shown  that  the 
more  or  less  careless  use  of  powder  tends  to 
present  a  ruinous  increase  in  the  percentage 
of  screenings  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in 
the  percentage  of  lump  coal.  Still  other  re¬ 
sults  show  that  where  blasting  powder  is  used 
the  coal  comes  down  in  lumpy  condition  and 
in  good  order  for  the  market,  while,  with  the 
use  of  gunpowder,  the  coal  is  all  shot  to 
pieces.  Thus,  while  the  miner  is  made  sure 
of  his  tonnage,  the  result  is  disastrous  to  the 
market  value  of  the  operator’s  product.  In 
any  dispute  arising  from  such  disagreement 
as  the  quality  of  the  powder  to  be  used  it  is 
natural  that  the  interests  of  miners  and  op¬ 
erators  should  be  widely  divergent.  The  ten¬ 
dency,  under  the  old  agreement,  was  for  each 
man  to  look  to  his  own  interest  first — wheth¬ 
er  miner  or  operator — and  contend  along  that 
line  for  the  desired  grade  of  powder.  The 
purpose  of  the  new  mine  agreement  is  to  se¬ 
lect  some  grade  of  powder  that  will  give  re¬ 
sults  satisfactory  to  both  the  miners  and  op¬ 
erators.  Naturally,  if  any  such  result  is  to  be 
obtained  it  is  necessary  to  go  beyond  the 
parties  in  dispute  to  find  satisfactory  abitra- 
tion,  hence  the  resort  to  a  powder  commis¬ 
sion  that  will  decide  all  disputed  points. 

Complaints  in  Detail. 

The  new  clause  to  the  agreement  makes 
another  very  important  change.  It  provides 
that  a  majority  of  the  miners  on  a  pay  roll 
may  file  a  written  complaint  with  the  operator 
against  the  grade  of  powder  furnished,  this 
complaint  making  specific  objections.  It  is 
also  provided  that  the  operator  may  file,  with 
the  pit  committee,  a  written  notice  of  his  de¬ 
sire  to  change  the  powder  being  furnished, 
his  reasons  for  his  position  being  given.  Un¬ 
der  the  old  method  the  miners,  sometimes  in 
the  minority,  could  register  a  complaint  ap¬ 
parently  without  any  reason,  and,  maybe, 
could  force  this  past  the  operator  by  a  threat 
of  a  strike  that  would  tic  up  the  mine.  By  the 
same  token  the  operator  could  change  the 
grade  of  powder  without  notice,  giving  no 
other  reason  for  it  than  that  he  had  obtained 
a  grade  of  powder  which  was  equally  satis 
factory,  but  selling  at  a  lower  price. 

Under  this  more  or  less  haphazard  way  of 
treating  an  important  question  disputes  nat¬ 
urally  arose,  leading  to  a  shut-down  of  the 
mine  and  a  prolonged  period  of  discussion. 
The  new  rule  provides  that  the  disputed  ques¬ 
tion  shall  be  taken  up  by  the  miners  and  the 
pit  committee,  and,  if  there  is  any  inability 
to  agree,  the  miners  and  operators  can  sub¬ 
mit  their  question  to  the  state  powder  com¬ 
mission,  this  to  make  tests  of  the  powder 
used  and,  if  the  complaint  of  the  miners 
proves  just,  or,  if  the  reasons  behind  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  operator  are  fair,  the  commission 
will  have  a  right  to  make  a  change  in  the 
powder  used.  This  commission  shall  have  a 
right  to  either  supervise  the  tests  or  decide 
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upon  the  written  report  of  tests  made  in  the 
presence  of  both  the  miners  and  operators. 
In  order  to  get  prompt  action  on  a  question 
of  this  character  it  is  provided  that  the  com¬ 
plaint  or  notice  of  miner  or  operator  shall  be 
brought  to  a  hearing  within  seven  days. 

The  Commission’s  Work. 

The  state  powder  commission  shall  serve 
during  the  life  of  the  agreement,  or  for  the 
next  two  years,  and  is  to  be  made  up  of  men 
who  are  experienced  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
One  representative  from  each  side  shall  pos¬ 
sess  technical  knowledge  and  all  members  of 
the  commission  shall  either  possess  technical 
knowledge  or  practical  knowledge  in  the  use 
of  powder  in  producing  coal.  The  purpose  of 
that  provision  is  apparent  on  the  face  of  it, 
since  a  commission  would  be  of  little  value 
provided  it  did  not  know  how  powder  is,  or 
should  be  used  in  order  to  get  the  results 
satisfactory  to  both  miner  and  operator. 

Of  course,  it  is  intended  that  the  scope  of 
this  powder  commission  shall  be  broadened 
or  restricted  according  as  it  proves  useful  or 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  either  or  both. 
One  big  field  of  activity  for  this  commission 
suggests  itself  in  getting  a  standard  of  pow¬ 
der  established  by  all  of  the  producers.  In 
this  connection  the  phraseology  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  is  important.  It  is  provided  that  the 
commission  shall  be  empowered  to  investigate 
the  various  phases  of  the  powder  question  and 
may  negotiate  with  powder  companies  for 
the  establishment  of  standard  sizes  of  powder 
and  the  proper  branding  thereof. 

Standardizing  Powder. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  in  coal  mine  opera¬ 
tion  that  most  miners  are  accustomed  to  what 
is  known  as  “FF”  powder.  From  one  mill 
“FF”  powder  is  one  size,  while  from  another 
mill  this  same  size  might  be  known  as  “F,” 
while  from  still  another  mill  it  might  be 
known  as  “FFF.”  It  can  be  seen  instantly 
that  if  a  mine  had  been  using  the  “FF”  pow¬ 
der  from  one  mill  and  the  supply  was  cut  off, 
either  by  explosion  or  other  reason,  and  the 
operator  were  compelled  to  furnish  powder 
from  another  mill,  he  would  be  in  trouble  if 
he  tried  to  get  the  same  size  of  powder 
which  was  known  technically  as  the  “FF.”  He 
might,  for  instance,  get  identically  the  same 
size,  but  it  would  be  branded  as  “F”  or  “FFF,” 
in  which  case  the  miner  would  probably  de¬ 
clare  the  terms  of  agreement  had  been  vio¬ 
lated  and  a  strike  would  ensue. 

It  will  be  of  immense  value  to  the  coal  op¬ 
erator  if  the  various  producers  of  powder  can 
agree  on  a  standard  of  sizes  under  a  given 
brand.  Thus  a  mine  operator  could  switch 
from  one  mill  to  another  and  at  all  times  be 
delivering  to  the  face  of  the  coal  powder  of 
the  same  size,  having  identically  the  same 
brand.  Another  phase  of  the  same  subject 
presents  itself  in  this:  If  a  mine  operator 
were  forced  to  furnish  a  “FF”  powder  and 
one  concern  produced  a  weaker  and  another 
a  stronger  powder  under  the  same  brand,  a 
switch  from  one  mill  to  another  would  either 
cut  down  the  efficiency  of  the  miner  or  in¬ 
crease  the  destruction  of  the  operator’s  coal. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  would 
be  to  the  best  advantage  of  all  concerned  if 
the  powder  makers  could  agree  upon  a  stan¬ 
dard  of  sizes,  and  this  is  part  of  the  purpose 
of  the  commission  which  is  .about  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  state  of  Illinois.  The  miners 
and  operators  have  gone  studiously  about 
correcting  many  of  the  evils  that  have  ap¬ 
peared  up  to  this  time.  One  thing  they  have 
done  is  to  eliminate  entirely,  from  all  pow¬ 
der  disputes,  the  representatives  of  powder 
companies.  Naturally  the  presence  of  these 
representatives  in  all  disputes  in  the  past  has 
tended  to  confuse  both  the  miner  and  operator 
and  to  prolong  the  dispute.  It  is  arranged 
in  the  future  that  the  two  sides  shall  go  ahead 
without  interference  by  powder  representa¬ 
tives,  the  cases  being  decided  strictly  upon 
their  merits. 

A  Possible  Departure. 

Considerable  latitude  is  given  to  the  com¬ 
mission  by  the  stipulation  that  it  may  investi¬ 


gate  shot  firing  devices,  the  merits  of  various 
explosives  other  than  powder  and  the  use  of 
other  mechanical  agents  than  explosives  for 
the  production  of  coal.  It  is  very  easily  pos¬ 
sible,  under  the  broad  and  liberal  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  this  clahse,  for  the  miners  and  operat¬ 
ors  to  maintain,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  a  per¬ 
manent  commission  which  would  make  scien¬ 
tific  tests  and  do  a  good  deal  of  the  same 
work  that  might  be  done  by  the  fuel  testing 
department  of  the  United  States  government 
if  the  new  bureau  of  mines  is  provided  for. 

This  is  merely  a  suggestion  of  the  possible 
latitude  of  this  commission  and  it  does  not 
signify  at  all  that  there  is  any  immediate  in¬ 
tention  of  introducing  any  such  innovation. 
Now  that  the  clause  has  been  definitely  in¬ 
serted  in  the  agreement  and  has  been  sup¬ 
ported  by  both  sides  to  the  question,  it  would 
not  be  a  bad  idea  for  the  miners  and  operators 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  having  the 
commission  perform  some  such  functions  as 
this. 

If  there  is  any  virtue  in  the  commission  at 
all,  which  it  appears  there  is,  the  outcome  of 
its  appointment  should  be  immensely  advan¬ 
tageous  to  not  only  the  coal  operators  and 
miners  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  but  to  all  of 
those  interested  in  the  same  subject  through¬ 
out  the  United  States. 


Carriers  File  Answers. 


Philadelphia,  June  11. — Answers  will  be  filed, 
possibly  today,  by  the  railroads  named  as  de¬ 
fendants  in  the  suits  brought  by  the  government 
in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  in  this  city 
on  last  Friday  alleging  violation  of  the  com¬ 
modity  clause  of  the  Hepburn  bill.  The  suits 
embrace  three  classes  of  roads,  engaging  in  three 
separate  ways  in  the  mining  and  shipping  of 
coal.  The  first  group  mines  and  sells  direct ; 
the  second  owns  shares  in  coal  producing  con¬ 
cerns,  and  the  third  has  its  stock  in  the  hands 
of  holding  companies  which  also  hold  the  shares 
of  coal  concerns. 

The  Reading  stands  practically  alone  in  the 
last-named  class.  Its  stock  is  owned  by  the 
Reading  Company,  which  also  owns  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  *oi  Iron 
Company. 

The  reply  of  the  Reading,  which,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  filed  today,  reviews  the  relationships  of 
these  corporations,  and  denies  violation  of  the 
law.  After  an  elaborate  explanation  of  the  entire 
independence  of  the  Reading,  as  a  railroad,  of 
the  coal  and  iron  company,  the  answer  will  not 
only  deny  violation  of  the  law,  but  the  main 
defense  will  be  that  the  law  itself  is  unconstitu¬ 
tional. 

The  following  are  among  the  reasons  that  are 
given : 

(a)  That  it  does  not  permit  and  undertake 
to  regulate  the  transportation  in  interstate  com¬ 
merce  of  anthracite  coals  produced  from  the 
mines  of  the  several  coal  companies  hereinbe¬ 
fore  mentioned ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  undertakes 
to  absolutely  prohibit  transportation  thereof  and 
therefore  is  not  a  “regulation”  of  interstate  com¬ 
merce,  but  a  “prohibition”  of  such  commerce, 
and  consequently  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
commerce  clause  of  the  constitution. 

(b)  That  the  effect  of  the  said  cause  will 
constitute  a  taking  of  the  defendant’s  property, 
corporate  rights  and  franchises  without  due  pro¬ 
cess  of  law  and  without  compensation,  and  that 
in  its  result  this  defendant  will  be  denied  the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

(c)  That  said  clause  is  “class  legislation,” 
unduly  and  unjustly  discriminative  in  its  results 
in  that  it  expressly  permits  railroad  companies 
to  transport  in  interstate  commerce  timber  and 
the  manufactured  products,  thereof  which  may 
be  manufactured  or  produced  by  any  such  com¬ 
pany  or  under  its  authority ;  or  which  it  may  own 
in  whole  or  in  part,  or  in  which  it  may  have 
an  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  and  prohibits  trans¬ 
portation  in  interstate  commerce  of  other  com¬ 
modities,  including  anthracite  coals — an  elements 
in  such  commerce  exceedingly  important  and 
highly  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  and  is  also 
unjustly  discriminative  “class  legislation,”  in  that 
it  arbitrarily  denies  to  one  class  of  common 
carriers  under  the  act  to  regulate  commerce 


and  its  several  amendments  the  right  and  priv¬ 
ilege  of  transportation  of  certain  commodities, 
but  imposes  no  such  restriction  or  prohibition 
on  other  common  carriers  under  said  act  and  its 
amendments. 

( d )  That  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  statute 
for  violations  thereof  are  of  such  magnitude, 
in  contravention  of  the  eighth  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  so  unduly 
excessive  and  extortionate  as  to  be  substantially 
destructive  of  the  property  and  franchises  of  the 
carriers  affected  thereby,  and  in  respect  to  such 
carriers  to  constitute  a  denial  of  the  equal 
protection  of  the  law. 

Other  defendants  than  the  Reading  include  tilt 
Lehigh  Valley,  Pennsylvania  and  Erie,  owning 
coal  company  stocks;  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
and  Western  and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson, 
both  operating  mining  companies. 


The  “River  Combine.” 


At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  held  on  June 
3rd  President  George  W.  Thiess  submitted  the 
following  report  of  the  company’s  production 
and  earnings  for  the  first  six  months  of  the 
jfiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1908,  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  for  the  year 
1907: 


1908 

1907 


TONNAGE. 

River  Rail  Total 

Tons  Tons  Tons 

..2,578,674  675,381  3,254,055 

..2,447,215  807,560  3,254,775 


Increase  .  131,459  . 

Dcrease  .  132,179  720 

EARNINGS. 

G  mos.  ending—  Apr.  30  1908  Apr.  30,  1907  Increase 

Gross  earnings . $1,128,717.48  $1,066,401.43  $62,316  05 

Less — • 

Allowance  for 


royalty  . 

226,027.66 

209,023.31 

17,004.35 

Allowance  for  de- 

predation  . 

Accrued  taxes,  esti- 

179,031.13 

164,390.21 

14,640.92 

mated  . 

00,000.00 

60,000.00 

Accrued  interest  on 

first  mortgage 
bonds  . 

253,170.00 

258,560.00 

*5,390.00 

Net  earnings. 

$410,488.69 

$374,427.91 

$36,060.78 

*  Decrease. 

Missouri  Production. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  June  11. — Last  year  was 
a  record  breaker  in  the  production  of  coal  in 
this  state.  The  total  output  was  4,274,325  tons, 
and  yielded  $7,185,375.  There  were  but  eight 
fatalities  at  the  mines  during  the  year. 

_  Coal  is  successfully  mined  in  thirty-four  coun¬ 
ties.  Macon  takes  the  lead  and  LaFayette  County 
comes  second.  In  nine  counties  the  output  was 
in  excess  of  100,000  tons.  Captain  J.  W.  Mar- 
stellar,  Secretary  of  the  Mining  Bureau,  has 
prepared  a  table  giving  the  output  of  each  county, 
in  tons,  and  value  thereof.  It  follows: 


Value  of 

County—  Tons  of  Coal.  Coal. 

Adair  .  584,371  $  866,334 

Audrain  .  36,629  65,637 

Barton  .  191,106  288,281 

Bates  .  166,512  272,899 

Benton  .  3,106  6,212 

Boone  .  35,495  65,986 

Caldwell  .  11,656  28,557 

Callaway  .  34,748  66,582 

Carroll  .  4,850  14,067 

Cass  .  3,400  6,800 

Charlton  .  36,474  68,803 

Clay  .  40,590  75,092 

Cole  .  2,401  4,302 

Dade  .  1,912  3,340 

Grundy  .  11,040  27,269 

Henry  .  166,928  303,644 

Howard  .  2,076  4,546 

Johnson  .  66,403  109,706 

Lafayette  .  712,981  1,320,246 

Lewis  .  210  525 

Linn  .  124,068  268,179 

Livingston  .  2,270  4,096 

Macon  . 1,159,233  1,650,055 

Moniteau  .  3,552  8,880 

Montgomery  .  2,990  7,475 

Morgan  .  2,640  6,402 

Nodaway  .  T20  450 

Platte  .  259,847  537,873 

Putnam  .  58,999  116,410 

Ralls  .  16,768  30,101 

Randolph  .  27,913  44,988 

Ray  .  349,180  666,371 

Saline  . .  .  845  2,112 

Schuyler  .  4,840  9,195 

Sullivan  .  3,000  7,700 

St.  Clair .  2,360  5,060 

Vernon  .  142,810  221,194 


Totals  . 4,274,325  $7,185,375 


No.  24] 


17 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Big  Pow  Wow  at  Buffalo. 


The  preliminary  program  for  the  third  an¬ 
nual  pow-wow  for  the  Order  Kokoal  to  be 
held  at  Buffalo  July  10  and  11  has  been  is¬ 
sued.  This  is  preceded  by  a  general  state¬ 
ment  of  conditions  to  which  this  is  the  intro¬ 
ductory: 

“From  time  immemorial  when  the  seventh 
son  of  the  seventh  daughter  first  was  found  to 
have  occult  powers,  the  auspicious  eleventh  day  of 
the  seventh  month  has  been  the  most  favored 
keystone  of  business  good  luck,  success  and  pros¬ 
perity.  And  so  when  the  constitution  and  sacred 
book  of  law  which  governs  the  mystic  realm  of 
Kokoal  was  discovered,  it  was  learned  that  this 
propitious  day  had  been  duly  set  apart  as  a 
special  time  of  rejoicing  and  gladness  on 
which  Kokoals  should  hold  their  big  annual 
pow-wow.” 

Application  has  been  made  by  the  members 
of  the  order  to  get  a  rate  of  one  and  three- 
fifths  fare  for  the  round  trip  in  the  trunk  line 
territory  and  it  is  expected  that  this  will  be 
granted.  From  the  west  and  south  summer 
tourist  rates  are  made  from  all  points  to  Buf¬ 
falo  and  Niagara  Falls,  with  the  privilege  of  a 
stopover.  From  Chicago  it  is  planned  to  have 
a  large  party  get  together  and  move  probably 
by  rail  to  Detroit  and  then  by  boat.  As  will 
be  seen  in  the  program,  a  number  of  interest¬ 
ing  social  features  have  been  planned.  Head¬ 
quarters  for  the  pow  wow  are  to  be  at  the  La¬ 
fayette  hotel  and  reservations  may  be  obtained 
in  advance  by  writing  to  Charles  B.  Kinne, 
western  New  York  skout,  No.  519  White  build¬ 
ing,  Buffalo.  On  Friday  evening  Skout  Kinne 
will  hold  a  big  koruskation  in  full  form  and 
ceremonial  and  every  Kokoal  is  desired  to 
bring  along  a  candidate  and  make  this  the  larg¬ 
est  class  in  the  history  of  the  Order. 

The  preliminary  program  is  as  follows: 

FRIDAY,  JULY  10. 

7:11  a.  m.  on — Reception  of  arriving  Kokoals  and  vis¬ 
itors.  Registration.  Distribution  of  badges.  Renewal 
of  acquaintances. 

10:07  a.  m. — Address  of  welcome  by  Mayor  of  Buffalo. 
Extension  of  glad  hand  on  part  of  Buffalo  coal  trade. 
Response  on  behalf  of  Order  Kokoal. 

11:11  a.  m. — Address:  “Kokoal.  Its  Growth,  Aims  and 
Future,”  Thos.  W.  Ayers,  Kokoal  No.  1411,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Address:  “Coal  is  King.  Why  it  Deserves  its  Regal 
Title,”  F.  W.  Saward,  Kokoal  No.  203,  New  York  City. 

Appointment  of  various  committees  and  preparing  ques¬ 
tion  box  and  slips. 

Recess  for  luncheon. 

2:11  p.  m. — Ten  minute  addresses:  “Benefits  to  be 
Derived  by  Eliminating  Petty  Jealousies  Among  Com¬ 
petitors,”  O.  P.  Rank,  Kokoal  No.  875,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Sales  Agent  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co. 

“How  the  Square  Deal  Benefits  Both  Buyer  and 
Seller,”  F.  A.  Hobbs,  Kokoal  No.  454,  Benton  Harbor, 
Mich.,  President  International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants. 

“Ideas  for  Successfully  Advertising  Both  a  Wholesale 
and  Retail  Coal  Business,”  Geo.  II.  Cooper,  Kokoal  No. 
663,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  President  New  England  Retail  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association. 

“What  Have  Competitors  in  Common?”  J.  S.  Van 
Epps,  Kokoal  No.  1730,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Western  Sales 
Agent  Delaware  &  Hudson  Company. 

“The  Ideal  Relation  Between  Wholesaler  and  Retailer,” 
J.  W.  Hunting,  Kokoal  No.  2489,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Vice- 
president  Eastern  &  Central  New  York  Retail  Coal  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

“The  Importance  of  the  Salesman  to  Both  Wholesaler 
and  Retailer,”  Thos.  F.  Macksey,  Kokoal  No.  640,  New 
York  City;  with  Dickson  &  Eddy. 

“The  Bright  Side  of  the  Coal  Business,”  S.  B.  Crowell, 
Kokoal  No.  1362,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  President  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Retail  Coal  Merchants  Association. 

“The  Dark  Side  of  the  Coal  Business,”  L.  Waldo 
Thompson,  Kokoal  No.  87,  Beloit,  Wis.,  Ex-President 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers  Association. 

“Modern  Business  Integrity  as  Compared  with  Former 
Methods.”  W.  IT.  Upson,  Kokoal  No.  342,  Lockport,  N. 
Y..  President  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association. 

“How  Wholesalers  Can  Co-operate  with  Retailers  to 
Benefit  Themselves,”  John  C.  Hay,  Kokoal  No.  375, 
Listowel,  Ontario,  President  Canadian  Coal  Association. 

“Best  Methods  of  Answering  Unjust  Newspaper  At¬ 
tacks,”  Wellington  M.  Bertolet,  Kokoal  No.  1702,  Read¬ 
ing,  Pa.,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants 
Association. 

Opening  question  box  and  answers. 

4:11  p.  m. — Sightseeing  tour  of  Buffalo. 

7:11  p.  m. — Annual  Kokoal  banquet. 

11:11  p.  m. — Annual  model  Kokoal  Koruskation  in  full 
form  and  ceremonial.  The  Imperial  Eleven  Sentries  offi¬ 
ciating. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  11. 

9:44  a.  m. — Imperial  Modoc’s  Annual  Address.  Chas. 
E.  Lester.  Kokoal  No.  638  of  New  York  City. 

Imperial  Pictor’s  Annual  Report.  Arthur  M.  Hull, 
Kokoal  No.  5,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Reports  of  committees. 


General  discussion  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 

11:11  a.  m. — Election  of  Imperial  Eleven  Sentries  for 
1908-1909.  Unfinished  business. 

11.07 — 44  a.  m. — Excursion  to  Niagara  Falls,  the 
world’s  most  famous  beauty  spot. 

SUNDAY,  JULY  12. 

Side  trips  to  Toronto,  Thousand  Islands,  East  Aurora 
and  other  interesting  places  as  may  be  desired. 


Bunker  Coal  Consumption. 

The  yearly  coal  bill  for  steam  vessels  coal¬ 
ing  on  the  coasts  and  lakes  of  the  United 
States  exceeds  $37,000,000.  That  is  the  figure 
officially  arrived  at  by  the  commerce  bureau 
of  statistics,  as  the  result  of  systematic  in¬ 
quiry  among  the  trade  in  all  American  waters. 
The  average  price  of  the  coal  loaded  on  ves¬ 
sels  for  their  own  consumption  was  $3.27  in 
1907,  bringing  the  value  of  the  fuel  used  in 
that  year  to  $11,299,645,  compared  with  $10,- 
295,995  in  1906,  and  $9,303,061  in  1905. 

There  has  been  a  steady  progress  in  the 
quantity  of  fuel  required  to  propel  the  steam¬ 
ship  tonnage  engaged  in  our  domestic  and 
foreign  commerce.  Of  the  coal  consumed  last 
year  4,782,097  tons  were  used  in  coastwise 
trade,  including  that  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and 
5,517,548  tons  were  used  for  filling  the  bunk¬ 
ers  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade. 
These  proportions  are  42.3  per  cent  and  57.7 
per  cent  respectively. 

The  Atlantic  seaports  required  4,906,681  tons 
or  75  per  cent  of  the  entire  takings  for  foreign 
shipping. 

How  the  four  different  coasts  compare  in 
the  coal  table  of  long  tons  in  which  coastwise 
and  foreign  uses  are  supplied  for  steam  ship¬ 
ping  is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  long 
tons  in  which  coastwise  and  foreign  uses  are 
not  separately  given: 


- Tons — —  Average  Price 

Ports—  1907  1906  1907  1906 

Atlantic  . 7,114,224  6,378,581  $3.12  $3.05 

Gulf  .  684,659  704,678  3.64  3.57 

Pacific  .  936,291  798,985  4.73  4.23 

Great  Lakes . 2,564,471  2,413,751  3.11  3.02 


Big  Coal  Land  Sale. 

The  Iron  City  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  has  purchased  three-fourths  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Peerless  Connellsville  Coke 
Company,  which  latter  company  is  capitalized 
at  $40,000,  and  own  and  control  approximately 
fifty  acres  of  the  nine-foot  Connellsville  vein 
of  coal.  This  includes  adjoining  coal  to  their 
property,  part  of  which  is  under  option,  and 
the  balance  can  be  secured  when  needed. 

The  plant  is  located  at  Alverton,  Pa.,  on  the 
southwest  branch  of  the  P.  R.  R.,  near  Scott- 
dale,  and  includes  thirty-two  ovens  at  pres¬ 
ent,  and  is  a  fully  equipped,  modern  coke  plant. 
The  Frick  Coke  Company  has  three  large 
plants  at  this  point,  viz:  Southwest  No.  4,  May- 
field,  and  Donley,  and  the  Rainey  interest  also 
has  a  standard  coke  proposition  at  Alverton. 

G.  W.  Wilson,  vice-president  of  the  Iron 
City  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Peerless  Connellsville  Coke 
Company,  and  the  plant  is  now  in  full  operation 
tion,  and  the  coke  sold  ahead  on  contracts  for 
sixty  days. 


Storage  Rates  Wanted. 

On  Wednesday  of  this  week  the  jobbers,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  dock  companies  and  retailers  in¬ 
terested  in  the  northwestern  coal  trade  held  a 
meeting  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association  in  the  Fisher  building,  Chi¬ 
cago.  The  purpose  of  this  was  to  discuss  the 
probability  and  possibility  of  getting  storage  rates 
from  the  railroads  to  help  out  business  in  the 
northwest.  It  is  realized  now  that'the  question  is 
such  a  big  one  definite  action  can  not  possibly 
be  obtained  this  year.  It  Is  hoped  that,  by  car¬ 
rying  on  a  progressive  campaign  between  now 
and  January  1,  definite  results  will  be  pos¬ 
sible  by  that  time.  The  concrete  result  from 
the  meeting  was  the  appointment  of  a  set  of 
committees  representing  the  shippers,  dock  in- 
trests  and  retailers  who  will  present  their  dif¬ 
ferent  sides  of  the  question,  with  exact  data, 
to  the  managers  of  the  railroads.  Those  who 
attended  the  meeting  were  Robert  Sessions  of 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  with  headquarters 
in  St.  Paul;  H.  E.  Smith  of  the  Northwestern 


Fuel  Company,  of  St.  Paul ;  Mr.  Morse  of  the 
Western  Elevator  Company  of  Winona;  William 
Haskell  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Mr.  Leifferman 
of  the  Peavey  Elevator  Company  of  St.  Paul ; 
G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  and  from  Chi¬ 
cago,  Edward  T.  Bent,  secretary  of  the  Illinois 
Coal  Operators’  Mutual  Employers  Liability  In¬ 
surance  Company;  Glenn  W.  Traer,  receiver  the 
Illinois  Collieries  Company;  E.  W.  Corrigan, 
general  sales  agent  Illinois  Collieries  Company; 
W.  G.  Zoller  of  Bell  Zoller ;  C.  M.  Moder- 
well ;  R.  R.  Rhodes,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Dering  Coal  Company,  and  L.  H.  Smith  of  the 
Spring  Valley  Coal  Company. 


Demurrer  is  Overruled. 

In  the  United  States  circuit  court  at  New  York 
on  Tuesday  Judge  Martin  overruled  the  demurrers 
interposed  by  James  T.  Gardner,  Wm.  A. 
Read  and  John  R.  Hegeman,  directors  of  the 
Randolph-Macon  Coal  Company,  in  the  bond¬ 
holders'  suit  brought  by  the  Slater  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  and  sustained  the  demurrers  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Trust  Company.  He  allowed  the  defend¬ 
ants  thirty  days  to  answer  upon  the  pay¬ 
ments  of  costs.  The  Randolph-Macon  Coal 
Company  in  1905,  in  order  to  issue  $3,000,000 
in  bonds,  made  a  mortgage  to  the  Central 
Trust  Company  on  over  47,000  acres  of  land. 
Judge  Martin  in  his  decision  says  that  the 
company  really  owns  but  734  acres.  In  over¬ 
ruling  the  demurrers,  he  said:  “A  person  ex¬ 
amining  this  mortgage  (made  to  the  Central 
Trust  Company)  having  in  mind  that  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  $3,000,000  were  to  be  issued 
thereon,  would  in  my  opinion  be  fully  justi¬ 
fied  in  understanding  that  this  mortgage  was 
intended  to  cover,  and  did  cover,  over  47,000 
acres  of  land,  which  said  coal  company  was 
the  owner  of  in  fee,  and  that  the  officers  of 
the  company  intended  that  this  mortgage 
should  be  so  understood  and  construed,  and 
if  it  be  true,  as  alleged  in  the  complaint,  that 
said  company  owned  the  fee  to  only  734.82 
acres  of  land,  there  was  fraud  and  deception 
practiced  upon  the  purchasers  of  these  bonds.” 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following 
statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  May  6,  and 
previously  during  the  year: 


Broad  Cumber- 
Top  land 

Week  May  6,  1908 .  8,924  5,364 

Corresponding  week  in  1907....  16,821  8,645 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 260,376  1S4.894 

Corresponding  period  in  1907 ...  440,771  324,774 

Total  for  week . 

Decrease  for  week . 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date . 

Decrease  to  date . 


Total 

14,288 

25,466 

415,271 

765,545 

14,288 

11,178 

415,271 

350,273 


Lemuel  E.  Wells,  Incorporated,  has  been 
organized  to  succeed  to  the  business  of  the 
late  Lemuel  E.  Wells,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York  City.  Thomas  B.  Wells,  who  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  for  the  last  five  years,  is 
the  president  of  the  new  concern,  L.  Stewart 
Wells  is  treasurer  and  William  Irving  King, 
who  has  been  connected  with  the  coal  business 
in  the  east  for  ten  years,  is  secretary.  Mr. 
Thomas  Wells  will  manage  the  office  of  the 
concern,  while  the  sales  end  of  the  company 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  William  Irving  King. 
The  large  tonnage  of  the  very  best  grades  of 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coals  which  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  its  predecessor  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land  will  undoubtedly  be  retained  by  the  new 
concern.  A  specialty  is  to  be  made  of  Georges 
Creek  coal. 


The  contract  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
for  155,000  tons  bituminous  coal,  delivery  to 
be  made  at  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Bal¬ 
timore,  has  been  awarded  to  Somerset  Coal 
Company  and  to  Irish  Brothers.  The  con¬ 
tract  will  be  evenly  divided  between  these 
two  companies. 
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Usually  the  consumers  and  dealers  base  one  year's 
Trying  to  action  upon  the  previous  year’s  experience.  Thus  in 

Rush  Buyers.  19°6  people  were  short  of  coal  and  in  1907  bought 

early  and  heavy.  It  happened  in  1907  that  they 
bought  more  than  they  required  and  so  this  year  they  are  buying  very 
little,  intending  to  rely  upon  getting  what  they  will  need  next  winter. 
The  attitude  of  the  buyers  in  summer  does  not,  therefore,  indicate  the 
possible  consumption  of  coal. 

Year  in  and  year  out  about  so  much  coal,  on  the  average,  will  be 
bought  each  twelve  months.  The  average  price  depends  upon  the  time 
when  the  buyer  gets  his  product.  If  he  scatters  his  demand  over  twelve 
months,  transportation  and  productive  facilities  will  not  be  crowded  and 
consequently  the  price  will  be  moderate.  If  he  endeavors  to  concentrate 
into  six  or  nine  months  the  delivery  of  the  product  consumed  over 
twelve  months  transportation  will  be  congested  and  the  price  is  likely  to 
rise.  While  the  retail  summer  trade  is  likely  to  be  dull,  the  full  year  will 
make  its  own  amends. 

The  buyer  takes  his  own  gait,  and  there  is  no  virtue  whatever  in 
trying  to  rush  him.  The  man  with  two' pairs  of  shoes  and  no  money  can 
not  be  induced  to  buy,  in  summer,  the  third  pair  for  winter  wear.  The 
coal  buyer  might  fill  his  bins  if  the  dealer  would  wait  until  winter  for 
payment.  By  this  means  he  would  save  only  the  storage  space.  The 
interest  on  the  money  invested  in  coal  would  be  worth  more  than  that. 


Broad  Views  of 
Big  Questions. 


No  man  ever  obtained  a  satisfactory  view  of  a  ball 
game  or  a  big  spectacular  exhibit  through  a  crack 
in  the  fence.  No  man  ever  obtained  a  comprehensive 
view  of  a  big  public  question  by  looking  at  it  through 
the  narrow  spectacles  of  a  single  man’s  interest.  In  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  business  and  the  government  today  some  of  the  biggest  funda¬ 
mental  problems  of  a  century  are  to  the  fore.  Futile  efforts  are  made  to 
give  them  expression  in  political  platforms. 

Here  and  there  individual  lines  of  business  find  upon  being  singled 
out  that  such  statements  are  often  blatantly  unjust  and  wholly  mislead¬ 
ing.  The  truth  is  that  a  good  deal  of  injustice  is  being  done  all  lines  of 
business  if  we  come  down  to  the  facts  in  the  case. 

By  way  of  illustration:  Attention  is  called  to  the  waste  of  our  fuel 
supply,  the  blame  being  placed  by  politicians  largely  upon  the  coal  oper¬ 
ators.  This  question,  like  all  others,  has  two  big  sides.  The  consumers 
waste  a  certain  percentage  of  the  coal  and  the  mine  operators  leave  un¬ 
mined  a  certain  percentage.  Some  consumers  waste  more  than  others 
because  their  methods  of  combustion  are  poor.  Some  operators  waste 
more  coal  than  others  because  their  methods  are  antiquated. 

Some  progress  is  being  made  toward  saving  the  coal  in  the  ground; 
some,  but  probably  less,  progress  is  being  made  in  the  economical  con¬ 
sumption  of  fuel.  With  every  increase  of  operating  effectiveness  in  a 
mine  the  burden  of  wastage  is  shifted  more  and  more  from  the  shoulders 
of  the  operators  to  those  of  the  consumer.  How  unjust  it  would  be  then 
for  the  people  to  say  that  the  coal  operator  is  responsible  for  all  the 
waste  of  one  of  our  natural  resources.  This  instance  of  unjust  blame  is 


only  an  example  of  the  attitude  of  politicians  toward  business  and  leads 
to  the  conclusion  that  if  these  problems  are  to  be  solved  properly  they 
will  have  to  be  taken  out  of  politics. 


Some  methods  of  government  regulation  suggest 
The  Wrong  Kind  the  old  story  of  the  six-foot  man  with  a  five-foot 
of  Paternalism,  blanket.  When  he  tried  to  warm  his  feet  his  head 
got  cold  and  when  he  warmed  his  head  his  feet  were 
cold.  The  recent  discussion  of  transportation  evils  indicates  that  if  freight 
rates  are  not  advanced  the  carriers  can  not  buy  equipment  and  if  they 
are  advanced  the  shippers  will\  not  be  able  to  find  a  market  for  their 
product. 

The  shippers  confronted  with  this  difficulty  have  gone  to  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  asking  that  this  business  problem  be  solved  by  law.  Decisions  of  a 
democratic  government  usually  favor  the  majority  and,  since  the  major¬ 
ity  are  shippers,  no  increase  in  rates  can  be  expected.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  the  favorable  influence  of  the  federal  government  will  give 
the  shippers  the  other  thing  they  need — cars,  engines,  main  line  and  sid¬ 
ings  with  which  to  move  commerce.  The  government  attitude  has  been 
paternal  and  is  likely  to  continue  so,  but  the  paternalism  which  decides 
all  questions  according  to  the  number  of  complainants  and  regardless  of 
the  merits  is  of  the  wrong  kind. 

It  is  of  no  use  to  give  a  shipper  a  low  rate  when  the  returns  will  not 
let  the  railroads  buy  equipment.  Rates,  of  course,  should  not  be  in¬ 
creased  unreasonably,  if  at  all,  but  there  should  be  enough  revenue  to  at 
least  make  the  necessary  extensions  of  facilities  and  leave  some  profit 
for  the  carriers.  The  point  is  that  we  do  not  need  a  central  body  to 
absorb  all  business  worry  such  as  finding  a  market  for  goods,  but  we  do 
want  some  place  where  shipper  and  carrier  alike  can  find  a  fair  and  im¬ 
partial  referee  to  decide  disputed  points. 

It  is  useless  to  expect  a  commerce  commission  of  nine  or  ten  men  to 
solve  offhand  business  riddles  which  have  bothered  thousands  of  keen 
men  for  years  and  years.  Such  a  commerce  commission,  however,  can 
become  a  commerce  court  where  business  justice  can  be  dealt  out  ac¬ 
cording  to  law  and  practice.  After  all,  it  is  justice  that  is  desired  and  not 
centralization  of  business  control. 


The  question  uppermost  in  the  public  mind  today  is : 
What  influence  upon  the  production  of  coal  will  be 
exerted  by  the  cheapening  of  the  cost  of  power?  The 
public  is  insisting  upon  fuel  economy  and  numerous 
ways  have  been  devised.  The  turbine  engine  will  supplant,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  old  piston  engine;  the  electric  generators  will  be  used  where 
possible  and  may,  some  day,  develop  their  power  directly  from  coal; 
and  producer  gas  will  have  a  broader  hearing.  This  leads  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  more  power  will  soon  be  obtained  from  a  given  amount  of  coal. 
Scientists  say  that  we  are  wasting  85  per  cent  of  the  power  from  coal. 
This  is  absorbed  by  the  steam  engine  in  improper  firing  methods,  in 
radiation  and  overcoming  friction  in  transmission.  The  question  is,  if  we 
stop  this  waste  will  the  coal  consumption  be  lessened? 

Improvements  in  methods  will  be  slow.  The  slackening  of  coal  con¬ 
sumption,  if  there  were  any,  would  be  slow  also.  The  consumers  are 
paying  so  much  for  each  horsepower  developed  from  the  coal.  They 
would  pay  more  for  the  coal  if  the  average  cost  of  power  were  reduced. 
That  is,  if  better  use  can  be  made  of  the  power  contained  in  the  coal  and 
therefore  if  the  cost  of  power  of  a  steam  plant  is  reduced,  the  consumer 
will  not  object  to  paying  a  higher  price  for  an  individual  ton  of  coal. 
Supposing  coal  consumption  were  cut  down,  the  profits  would  be  larger 
because  the  price  would  be  higher.  But  the  manufacturing  growth  is  only 
restricted  by  the  cost  of  operation.  If  the  fuel  cost  can  be  lowered  and, 
therefore,  operating  cost  reduced,  manufacturing  activity  will  be  in¬ 
creased. 

When  transportation  was  by  wagon,  freight  haulage  was  small  be¬ 
cause  the  cost  was  too  great.  When  the  cost  of  transportation  was  re¬ 
duced  everybody  began  to  transport  because  it  was  cheap.  If  coal  were 
$100  per  ton,  little  manufacturing  would  be  done  because  few  could  afford 
the  coal.  Jf  coal  went  down  to  the  equivalent  $1  per  ton  or  less,  every¬ 
body  could  afford  to  use  it  and  hence  everybody  would  be  running  some 
kind  of  productive  enterprise.  It  would  be  found  that  the  decreased  cost 
of  power  would  increase  the  consumption  of  coal.  This  is  a  scientific 
principle  about  which  no  coal  producer  need  to  worry  a  minute. 


Will  Cheap 
Power  Reduce 
Use  of  Coal? 


Politicians  are  assembling  to  make  platforms  telling  the  country  what  is 
needed  to  help  business.  It  seems  we  are  already  suffering  from  too  much 
of  that  sort  of  thing.  What  we  need  now  is  to  be  let  alone  for  a  while. 
Will  the  politician  be  kind  enough  to  keep  quiet  for  just  a  little  while? 
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Legal  Actions  Are  Postponed. 


By  recent  announcements  front  Washington 
the  air  has  been  cleared  of  a  good  many  legal 
proceedings  that  were  scheduled  for  this  sum¬ 
mer.  In  all  probability  governmental  legal 
action  against  corporations  will  be  confined, 
during  the  political  campaign,  to  an  action 
against  the  seven  coal-carrying  railroads  of  the 
east,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  test  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  commodity  clause  of  the 
Hepburn  amendment  to  the  interstate  com¬ 
merce  act. 

Numerous  legal  activities  were  under  way, 
the  principal  one,  of  course,  being  to  test 
the  constitutionality  of  the  Hepburn  law;  an¬ 
other  aiming  to  dissolve  the  alleged  combina¬ 
tion  of  anthracite  coal  interests;  a  third  having 
for  its  purpose  the  divorcing  of  the  railroads 
from  all  kinds  of  productive  energy,  and  the 
fourth  being  against  the  Standard  Oil  Com¬ 
pany — to  say  nothing  of  such  legal  actions  as 
have  been  contemplated  against  the  big  com¬ 
panies  of  the  stamp  and  character  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Tobacco  Company.  The  announcements 
of  the  government  are  that  “unforeseen  hap¬ 
penings”  have  prevented  the  immediate  prose¬ 
cution  of  the  case  against  the  anthracite  coal 
companies,  which,  it  is  claimed,  are  in  an 
agreement  contrary  to  the  mandates  of  the 
Sherman,  or  anti-trust  law.  This  action  was 
begun  upon  the  complaint,  made  several  years 
ago,  of  W.  R.  Hearst  to  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission.  Various  investigations 
were  entered  into  and  some  rather  sensational 
testimony  was  adduced  at  the  Philadelphia 
hearing.  Then  the  matter  receded,  for  the 
time,  while  the  government  completed  its  case 
against  the  carriers.  It  was  a  matter  of  com¬ 
mon  understanding,  at  that  time,  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  proposed  to  divide  the  coal  industry 
into  three  sections:  The  first  taking  up  the 
anthracite  fields  and  those  along  the  Atlantic 
coast;  the  second  being  devoted  to  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and 
possibly  a  third  to  develop  the  situation  in  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois.  The  whole  scheme  was  to 
unearth  all  irregularities,  both  as  to  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  mines  and  the  method  of  shipments 
and  then  correct  the  evils  discovered. 

The  time  for  completing  this  program  has 
again  been  postponed,  since,  apparently,  the 
politicians  do  not  care  to  have  this  kind  of  a 
mess  start  up  while  the  presidential  election 
is  on.  The  anthracite  hearing  may  possibly  be 
resumed  in  the  winter,  but,  at  that,  the  admin¬ 
istration  will  change  before  any  definite  re¬ 
sults  can  be  obtained  and  there  remains  the 
other  question  whether  the  new  administra¬ 
tion  will  be  as  keen  on  this  subject  as  the 
present. 

As  to  the  railroads  transporting  general  lines 
of  merchandise  in  the  production  of  which 
they  are  interested,  this  is  considered  to  be  too 
big  a  subject  to  be  taken  up  during  the  heat 
of  a  campaign,  and  so  action  on  that  line  has 
been  postponed  until  after  the  election. 

There  remains,  then,  only  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  case  and  the  test  of  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  Hepburn  amendment  to  the 
interstate  commerce  act.  It  is  hinted  in  Wash¬ 
ington  that  the  Standard  Oil  Company  case 
will  not  be  decided  until  after  election,  be¬ 
cause  that  will  be  a  mighty  good  campaign 
document,  inasmuch  as  the  present  status  is 
in  favor  of  the  government  attitude,  while  the 
action  by  the  Supreme  Court  may  possibly 
change  the  whole  face  of  the  matter.  As  for 
the  test  of  the  Hepburn  amendment  this  will 
not  brook  delay  and  cabinet  officers  are  prac¬ 
tically  forced  to  take  immediate  action. 

The  suit  was  recently  filed  in  Philadelphia 
against  seven  .big  carriers  of  the  east,  the 
charge  being  that  they  control  the  output  and 
market  for  anthracite  coal  and  consequently 
they  are  now  out  of  harmony  with  the  Hep¬ 
burn  amendment.  Their  reply,  very  naturally, 
is  that  since  their  rights  are  safeguarded  by 
legislative  enactment  of  the  individual  states 
they  are  immune  from  prosecution  and  this 
presents  a  case  which  can  only  be  tried  in  a 
court  of  equity.  It  has  been  determined  that 
the  United  States  Circuit  Court  is  the  proper 


place  for  such  a  hearing,  hence  the  matter  will 
be  brought  before  Judges  Dallas,  Gray  and 
Buffington.  The  writ,  issued  by  the  court  when 
the  suit  in  equity  was  filed,  was  made  return¬ 
able  on  June  16  and  at  that  time  it  is  expected 
that  the  attorneys  for  both  sides  will  present 
elaborate  arguments  supporting  their  positions. 
These  will  have  to  do  mainly  with  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  the  law  and,  of  course,  will  be 
matters  of  unusual  significance  to  tbe  whole 
coal  trade. 

The  fact  that  the  legal  atmosphere  has  been 
cleared  for  the  summer  is  cheering  news  right 
now.  It  is  evident  that  business  is  struggling 
to  recover  its  equilibrium  and,  admittedly,  this 
would  be  more  difficult  if  conditions  were  con¬ 
stantly  disturbed  by  more  or  less  sensational 
disclosures  in  court  proceedings.  If  business 
can  be  permitted  to  get  upon  its  feet  before 
being  assailed  by  any  new  governmental  dis¬ 
closures  and  especially  if  the  political  cam¬ 
paign  can  be  gotten  out  of  the  way  without 
this  being  made  an  issue  there  is  hope  that 
general  business  will  have  developed  to  such  a 
sturdy  nature  as  to  minimize  any  unfavorable 
influences  of  these  trials,  where  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  introduce  sensationalism. 


May  Anthracite  Output. 


The  production  of  anthracite  coal  in  May  which 
exceeded  that  of  any  other  month,  was  6,088,116 
tons.  There  have  been  but  three  months  in  the 
history  of  the  anthracite  trade  in  which  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  exceeded  6,000,000  tons — May, 
1905,  October,  1907,  and  May,  1908 — and  the  out¬ 
put  in  the  latter  month  was  72,265  tons  greater 
than  in  October  and  82,958  tons  more  than  in 
May,  1905.  The  output  for  the  six  months  since 
the  panic  has  been  larger  than  ever  before,  and 
the  month  of  May  continues  that  record.  It 
must  be  said,  however,  that  this  large  output  does 
not  mean  the  demand  for  coal  is  at  the  max¬ 
imum  point.  The  production  being  beyond  mar¬ 
ket  requidement,  there  is  likely  to  be  a  restric¬ 
tion  of  tonnage  this  month  which  brings  the  sup¬ 
ply  into  a  closer  relation  to  the  demand. 

The  shipments  by  the  different  companies  in 
May  and  the  percentages  of  each  to  the  total 
were  as  follows: 


May —  1908.  Per  Ct.  1907.  Per  Ct. 

P.  &  R . r, 261,555  20.72  1,249,133  20.84 

L.  V . 1,059,978  17.41  963,552  16.07 

C.  R.  R.  N.  J .  874,128  14.36  818,256  13.65 

D.  L.  &  W .  938,837  15.42  924,693  15.43 

D.  &  H .  505,395  8.30  593,109  9.89 

Penna  R.  R .  569,748  9.36  565,668  9.44 

Erie  .  629,638  10.34  644,730  10.76 

O.  &  W .  248,837  4.09  235,131  3.92 


Total  . 6,088,116  5,994,272 


The  output  for  five  months  ending  May  31 
by  companies  and  percentages  of  each  to  the 
total  was  as  follows : 


Year  to  May  31 —  1908.  Per  Ct.  1907.  Per  Ct. 

P.  &  R . 5,173,553  19.19  5,451,068  20.22 

L.  V . 4,560,018  16.91  4,551,318  16.88 

C.  R.  R.  of  N.  J . 3,609,195  13.39  3,503,635  13.00 

II.  L.  &  W . 4,115,335  15.26  4,303,237  15.96 

Del.  &  Hud . 2,784,864  10.33  2,664,918  9.88 

Pennsylvania  . 2,573,655  9.54  2,948,216  9.27 

Erie  . 2,967,190  11.00  2,859,568  10.61 

Ont.  &  West . 1,179,780  4.38  1,128,375  4.18 


Total  . 26,963,590  26,960,335 


The  production,  by  months,  for  four  years  has 
been  as  follows,  in  tons : 


Month — 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

Tanuary  .... 

.  .5,618,339 

5,249,946 

5,458,084 

'  4,408,578 

February  . . . 

4,563,720 

4,712;099 

3,922,601 

March  . 

.  .4,766,158 

5,235,814 

3,797,167 

5,258,567 

April  . 

.  .5,987,221’ 

5,916,583 

488,203 

5,278,041 

May  . 

.  .6,088,116 

5,994,272 

3,254,230 

6,005,158 

T  une  . 

5,924,260 

5,676,018 

5,844,052 

July  . 

5,602,435 

4,981,448 

4,546,743 

August  . 

5,716,552 

5,400,511 

5,041,838 

September  . . 

5,442,334 

4,527,886 

5,082,232 

October  .... 

6,015,851 

5,384,768 

5,205,694 

November  .  . 

5,666,205 

5,182,153 

5,421,584 

December  . .  . 

5,343,477 

4,836,028 

5,395,113 

Total  _ 26,963,590  67,109,393  55,698,595  61,410,201 

Stocks  of  anthracite  coal  at  tide  water,  on  May 
31,  were  764,448  tons,  an  increase  of  97,770  tons, 
as  compared  with  April  30.  Stocks  at  tide  at 
recent  dates  are  given  in  the  table.  It  will  lie 
seen  that  the  amount  of  coal  at  tide  water  is 


less  than  in  October,  when  the  panic  began,  and 
less  than  January  31,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
reported  in  May : 


Date —  Tons. 

April  30,  1907 . 547,022 

May  31,  1907 . 518,201 

June  30,  1907 . 593,411 

July  31,  1907 . 045,030 

August  31,  1907 . 737,254 

September  30,  1907.. . 855,521 

October  31,  1907 . 810,457 

November  30,  1907 . 752,441 

December  31,  190> . 713,620 

January  31,  1908 . 788,792 

February  29,  1908 . 700,404 

March  31,  1908 . 825,985 

April  30,  1908 . 666,678 

May  31,  1908 . 774,448 


New  Price  Policies. 

Some  recent  changes  in  the  price  policies  of 
big  industries  have  been  made  and  are  indica¬ 
tive  of  a  more  hopeful  tone  to  business  gen¬ 
erally.  In  all  crises  and  periods  of  depression 
the  attitude  of  the  steel  trade  toward  prices 
is  taken  as  more  or  less  a  criterion  of  general 
business  conditions. 

Whenever  the  buyers  rebel  against  the  high 
prices  charged  for  steel  it  is  a  reasonable  as¬ 
sumption  that  general  business  is  going  to 
ease  off  until  the  prices  are  readjusted.  When 
iron  and  steel  prices  yield  to  the  pressure  of 
buyers  and  begin  a  recession  it  is  understood 
that  the  beginning  of  tbe  readjustment  is  at 
hand.  When  the  low  price  has  been  reached 
on  iron  and  steel  and  values  begin  to  recover 
it  is  taken  for  granted  that  general  business  is 
on  the  upturn.  These  views  of  the  business 
status  are  usually  proved  reasonably  correct. 

Last  fall,  when  the  money  stringency  hit  the 
country,  basic  pig  iron  was  selling  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $25  to  $26  per  ton.  In  the 
course  of  readjustment  it  ran  off  to  $15  a  ton 
and,  within  the  week,  has  started  to  recover, 
gaining  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  ton  for 
spot  shipment  and  showing  even  a  greater 
gain  for  future  delivery.  This  indicates  that 
the  bottom  has  been  reached  as  far  as  pig 
iron  is  concerned.  The  various  processes  in 
steel  prices  have  been  slower.  Billets  and 
bar  iron  were  at  an  unusually  high  figure, 
but  have  sold  off  to  as  low  as  $22  and  $23 
per  ton.  Official  recognition  of  this  reduc¬ 
tion  in  price  has  been  taken  by  the  larger 
producers,  who  have  dropped  their  contract 
price  from  $32  to  $28  per  ton,  making  the 
statement,  however,  that  this  does  not  proph¬ 
esy  any  such  radical  readjustment  in  the  value  of 
such  staple  products  as  structural  shapes  and 
steel  rails,  although  some  few  changes  are  made 
there. 

The  attitude  of  the  big  producers  on  this 
subject  is  best  expressed  by  Judge  E.  H.  Gary, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation,  who  comes 
out  now  with  the  statement  that  the  con¬ 
servative  price  policy  of  the  large  producers 
has  been  misunderstood.  He  declares  that 
the  attitude  of  the  association  has  never  been 
to  maintain  an  absolutely  rigid  schedule  of 
prices,  but  has  been  to  maintain  a  conservative 
schedule  of  prices,  the  idea  being  to  prevent 
violent  rises  and  violent  depressions  instead 
of  being  to  maintain  an  absolutely  unchange¬ 
able  schedule  from  year  to  year.  Under  such 
policy  the  Steel  Corporation’s  act  in  advanc¬ 
ing  structural  steel  prices  to  $34  a  ton  in 
1906  and  1907  is  easily  explained,  whereas  if 
is  equally  logical  for  the  same  concern,  now  that 
buying  is  light,  to  announce,  as  has  been  done, 
a  reduction  in  those  prices  to  $30,  or  even 
$28  a  ton.  It  is  hardly  possible  that  this 
same  attitude  will  extend  to  steel  rails,  which 
are  already  considered  on  a  low  level. 

The  importance  of  these  things  to  the  coal 
trade  is  in  demonstrating  the  attitude  of  the 
big  producing  concerns  toward  prices.  The 
Steel  Corporation  is  apparently  willing  to 
make  some  concessions  in  order  to  get  buy¬ 
ers  back  into  the  market,  and  that  this  policy 
will  succeed  is  already  shown  in  the  fact  that 
the  reduction  in  billets,  bars  and  pig  iron  has 
increased  the  buying.  With  every  increase 
in  activity  of  the  steel  trade  a  corresponding 
increase  in  manufacturing  activity  will  take 
place,  and  this,  of  course,  will  react  imme¬ 
diately  upon  the  coal  trade,  increasing  the 
demand  for  that  commodity. 
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New  s  Local  to  Chicago. 

Sayings  and  Doings  of  the  Coal  Men  in 
the  Western  Metropolis  Are  Here 
Recorded. 


H.  C.  Dies,  president  of  the  Clinton  Coal 
Company,  of  Clinton,  Ill.,  was  a  business  visitor 
in  Chicago  on  Wednesday  of  this  week. 

Col.  S.  M.  Dalzell,  and  Mrs.  Dalzell,  left  on 
Thursday  night  of  this  week  for  State  Line, 
Wis.,  where  the  Colonel  will  spend  two  weeks  in 
fishing. 

One  of  the  business  visitors  in  the  Chicago 
trade  this  week  was  E.  E.  Heiner,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Company 
with  headquarters  in  St.  Paul. 

“Billy”  Haskell,  the  man  who  made  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  famous,  accompanied  by  W.  C. 
Leifferman  of  Minneapolis,  made  the  rounds  of 
the  Dearborn  street  coal  offices  this  week. 

On  Tuesday  of  this  week  Eugene  Ambler  and 
Mrs.  Ambler  joined  a  party  of  six  for  an  auto¬ 
mobile  trip  to  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati  and  other 
points  in  that  territory,  expecting  to  be  gone  a 
matter  of  two  weeks. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Chicago 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  the  members  voted  to 
cancel,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  contract  entered 
into  some  time  ago  with  Attorney  Condon  and 
to  make  arrangements  with  another  attorney. 

The  fee  of  the  property  known  as  the  Linton 
Bituminous  Coal  Company,  Hamilton,  Ind., 
has  been  sold  to  E.  R.  Webster  of  Cincin¬ 
nati.  This  sale  was  made  subject  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  Diamond  Coal  &  Mining 
Company,  who  will  continue  to  operate  the 
property  subject  to  the  terms  of  their  fifteen- 
year  lease. 

Out  of  something  over  a  hundred  members  of 
the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  thirty- 
five  are  now  making  use  of  the  collection  bureau, 
established  about  the  first  of  April.  Reports 
just  made  are  to  the  effect  that  within  the  last 
two  weeks  collections  of  bad  accounts  have 
amounted  to  $493.60,  these  bills  having  been 
given  up  as  hopeless  by  the  creditors. 

Milton  E.  Robinson  of  the  Milton  E.  Robinson 
Coal  Company,  found  business  so  dull  a  short 
time  ago  that  he  had  no  use  for  part  of  his 
teams  and  so  turned  four  horses  out  to  pasture. 
He  got  a  report  from  the  farm  the  other  day 
that  all  four  had  been  stolen,  but  two  had  been 
recovered  and  that  the  indications  are  the  other 
two  have  disappeared  entirely.  Mr.  Robinson 
is  receiving  a  good  many  gratuitous  suggestions 
on  better  ways  of  disposing  of  his  live  stock.  * 

P.  J.  Delaney,  manager  for  the  John  T. 
Hesser  Coal  Company,  has  just  returned  to 
Chicago  from  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  and  brings  the 
pleasant  news  that  he  was  successful  in  se¬ 
curing  the  annual  splint  contracts  from  the 
Red  Wing  Sewer  Pipe  Company,  Red  Wing 
Stoneware  Company,  Red  Wing  Malting  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Minnesota  Malting  Company, 
amounting  to  40,000  tons  of  splint  coal.  This 
coal  will  be  shipped  on  a  $3.10  rate  and  can 
go  either  all  rail  or  via  the  car  ferries. 

The  S  &  S  Fuel  Company  is  a  new  Illinois 
corporation  which  has  just  been  organized 
by  George  E.  Sutton,  formerly  with 'the  Cen¬ 
tral  States  Fuel  Company.  Offices  have  been 
engaged  in  the  Fisher  building  and  the  new 
concern  starts  out  under  favorable  auspices, 
representing  the  following  companies:  The 
Columbus  &  Hocking  Valley  Coal  &  Iron 
Company,  Pittsburgh  &  Washington  Coal 
Company,  Thacker  Coal  Company,  William¬ 
son  County  Coal  Company,  and  the  Lumaghi 
Coal  Company. 

T.  J.  Hudson,  Jr.,  who  guides  the  destiny 
of  the  Hudson  Coal  Company  in  the  Fisher 
building,  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  trade  will 
enjoy  a  good  fall  business  at  attractive  prices. 
He  reasons  that  the  coal  must  be  bought  be¬ 
tween  now  and  cold  weather,  and,  as  the  trade 
is  and  has  been  holding  off,  a  rush  is  bound  to 
come  in  the  early  fall.  The  anxiety  of  the 
dealers  in  the  country  to  get  as  small  a  car 


as  possible,  when  sending  in  an  order,  is  an¬ 
other  indication  that  there  has  been  very 
little  buying  for  future  needs. 

Herman  J.  Dunker  was  calling  on  the  trade 
this  week,  letting  the  trade  know  that  he  had 
gone  into  business  for  himself.  The  Chicago- 
Milwaukee  Coal  Company  is  the  name  of  the 
new  corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of 
the  state  of  Wisconsin  with  Herman  J.  Dunk¬ 
er  as  president.  Offices  have  been  opened  in 
the  Germania  building,  Milwaukee,  and  the 
company  has  a  large  yard  at  Thirty-fourth 
and  Fleet  streets.  Herman  has  been  connected 
with  the  Milwaukee-Western  Fuel  Company 
and  its  predecessors  for  the  last  fifteen  years 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  coal  men  in  the 
“Cream  City.” 

H.  H.  Heiner,  first  vice-president  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  a 
business  visitor  in  Chicago  this  week.  He  makes 
the  statement  that  trade  in  his  territory  is  pretty 
slow  just  now,  but  he  expects  that,  as  soon  as 
the  lakes  open  up,  business  will  be  started  off 
with  a  rush,  because  the  coal  producers  in  that 
territory  are  already  far  behind  in  their  lake 
orders  and  will  have  to  send  an  increased  amount 
of  coal  to  the  northwest  each  month  from  now 
until  the  close  of  navigation.  The  result  of  this 
will  be  to  keep  Ohio  and  western  Pennsylvania 
coal  practically  off  the  all  rail  market  for  the 
remainder  of  this  summer  and  consequently  the 
prices  all  through  will  be  stiff.  This  is  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Heiner  and  is  based  upon  known 
facts  and  conditions  in  the  coal  trade. 


Eastern  Developments. 

Terse  Paragraphs  Epitomize  the  Coal 
Trade  Activities  East  of  the 
Alleghenies. 

The  tenth  annual  convention  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  District  No.  1,  will 
be  held  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  July  20. 

G.  W.  Siler,  New  York  manager  for  Smith, 
Lineweaver  &  Co.,  left  Wednesday  for  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Ohio,  where  he  will  spend  a  few  days 
visiting  friends. 

A.  S.  Davisson,  New  York  manager  for  the 
Garfield  &  Proctor  Coal  Company,  leaves 
Tuesday  for  a  two  weeks’  trip  through  the 
soft  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  West 
Virginia. 

Joseph  Ward,  of  Thomas  Ward,  the  well 
known  New  York  retail  coal  firm,  sailed  on 
last  Thursday  for  Europe,  being  accompanied 
by  a  sister,  Miss  Annie  Ward.  They  will 
spend  six  months  abroad. 

Mathew  Wilson  &  Co.,  the  retail  coal  deal¬ 
ers  in  West  Twenty-fifth  street,  New  York, 
have  just  put  in  a  Haiss  revolving  coal  screen, 
so  that  they  are  now  enabled  to  screen  all 
their  coal  with  dispatch. 

The  Dunellen  Coal  &  Supply  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Dunellen,  N.  J.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  deal  in  coal  and  lumber.  The  cap¬ 
ital  stock  is  $5,000.  Incorporators  are  J.  Y. 
Wilson,  M.  T.  Monyhan  and  W.  H.  Cole. 

Pending  a  decision  by  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
mission,  the  New  Haven  has  notified  the  Jer¬ 
sey  Central,  Reading,  Western  Maryland  and 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  that  all  freight  destined 
over  those  roads  will  be  handled  through  Jer¬ 
sey  City  during  this  month. 

Frank  Tyree,  a  well  known  soft  coal  oper¬ 
ator  in  West  Virginia,  is  visiting  several  of 
the  eastern  cities  this  week.  Mr.  Tyree  op¬ 
erates  the  Black  Betsy  mine,  and  he  makes  the 
statement  that  it  has  been  in  operation  seven 
years  without  a  lay-off  on  account  of  slack 
business. 

W.  T.  Hepper,  of  Dickson  &  Eddy,  White¬ 
hall  building,  New  York,  went  up  to  Scranton 
Thursday  to  accompany  the  excursion  party 
Of  Eastern  New  York  Coal  Dealers  on  their 
trip  from  Scranton  to  New  York  via  the  On¬ 
tario  &  Western  railway.  The  trip  will  be 
made  Saturday,  and  en  route  stops  will  be 
made  at  Dickson  &  Eddy’s  coal  operations 


near  Scranton  and  at  Cornwall  on  the  Hudson, 
where  the  party  will  view  the  loading  of 
barges  at  one  of  the  modern  coaling  plants. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Coal  Glen  mine  near 
Dubois,  Pa.,  has  enough  orders  on  hand  to 
keep  it  running  full  until  next  April.  The 
Coal  Glen  property  is  under  the  management 
of  Austin  Blakeslee,  and  has<  a  daily  output  of 
between  twenty  and  thirty  cars,  most  of  which 
goes  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad. 

Estimates  made  as  to  the  cost  of  coal  for  the 
department  of  board  of  education  for  the  va¬ 
rious  boroughs  of  New  York  city  for  the  year 
1908  are  as  follows:  Borough  of  Manhattan, 
$200,641.94;  Bronx,  $52,270.49;  Queens,  $62,- 
222.50;  Brooklyn,  $162,910.65;  Richmond,  $23,- 
754.95,  aggregating  $501,800.53  for  the  five 
boroughs. 

Close  on  the  heels  of  the  election  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Oscar  G.  Murray  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad  to  a  directorship  of  the  Reading  rail¬ 
way,  comes  the  rumor  that  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  and  Reading  roads  are  to  be  connected 
immediately,  giving  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  a 
direct  line  into  New  York,  and  the  Reading 
a  direct  outlet  to  Chicago  and  the  west. 

On  Monday  Mrs.  Ellen  Thedford,  wife  of 
Thomas  Thedford,  one  of  New  York’s  oldest 
retail  coal  dealers,  died  at  the  family  residence, 
No.  169  West  Seventy-ninth  street,  Manhat¬ 
tan.  Mr.  Thedford  had  a  coal  yard  for  many 
years  at  Twenty-ninth  street  and  Ninth  ave¬ 
nue.  He  retired  from  active  business  some 
years  ago,  but  is  interested  in  the  business 
of  Thomas  Thedford  &  Son,  No.  1753  Ave¬ 
nue  A,  Manhattan,  which  is  conducted  by  his 
son. 

Dexter  &  Carpenter,  New  York’s  newest 
wholesale  coal  firm,  with  offices  at  No.  10-12 
Broadway,  report  that  they  are  doing  a  nice 
business  since  their  opening  on  the  first  of 
the  month.  They  are  exclusive  New  York 
and  New  England  sales  agents  for  George  W. 
Bailey  &  Co.’s  well  known  “Priscilla”  bitu¬ 
minous,  and  they  also  handle  well  known 
grades  of  anthracite.  This  firm  is  composed 
of  George  M.  Dexter,  formerly  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  coal  trade  in  the  Whitehall  building,  and 
Geo.  H.  Caroenter,  formerly  of  Pilling  & 
Crane,  No.  71  Broadway. 

The  New  York  Kokoals  had  a  delightful 
time  at  a  smoker  held  at  Reisenweber’s  res¬ 
taurant,  on  last  Friday  evening.  About  125 
were  in  attendance.  While  the  vaudeville  pro¬ 
gram  which  had  been  arranged  was  somewhat 
shortened,  owing  to  the  failure  of  certain 
artists  to  appear,  there  seemed  to  be  plenty 
of  talent  among  the  audience.  Messrs.  W. 
Fred  Armstrong,  Fred  C.  Russell,  Thos.  F. 
Macksley  and  George  Eltz,  who  had  charge 
of  the  affair,  are  to  be  congratulated  that  the 
smoker  turned  out  so  successfully. 

On  last  Friday  afternoon  bids  were  opened 
for  supplying  81,200  gross  tons  of  anthracite 
for  the  department  of  water  supply,  gas  and 
electricity  for  the  borough  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York.  There  were  only  two  bidders.  For 
furnishing  63,000  tons  broken  anthracite  to 
Ridgewood  pumping  station,  A.  J.  McCullom 
bid  $4.97  and  Rudolph  Reimer  4.94;  5,200  tons 
broken  anthracite  for  New  Lots  station,  Mc¬ 
Cullom  bid  $5.23  and  Reimer  $5.25;  1,700  tons 
broken  coal  for  Spring  Creek  station,  McCul¬ 
lom  bid  $5.32  and  Reimer  $5.35;  1,500  tons 
broken  coal  for  Canarsie  station,  McCullom 
bid  $4.85  and  Reimer  $4.80;  2,300  tons  broken 
coal  for  Gravesend  station,  McCullom  bid  $4.97 
and  Reimer  bid  $4.97;  1,500  tons  broken  coal 
for  New  Utrecht  station,  McCullom  bid  $5.43 
and  Reimer  $5.50;  for  6,000  tons  pea  coal  for 
Mt.  Prospect  station,  McCullom  bid  $4.14  and 
Reimer  $4.10.  McCullom  specified  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  coals,  and  Reimer, 
Hillside  Coal  &  Iron  Company’s  Erie  coal. 
The  price  stipulated  above  is  for  the  coal  de¬ 
livered  at  the  various  pumping  stations,  and 
covers  all  the  work  and  expense  incidental  to 
or  connected  with  the  unloading,  hauling,  stor¬ 
ing  and  trimming  of  coal  in  the  sheds  and 
bunkers  of  the  various  stations  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  the  engineer. 
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General  Review. 

Some  Slight  Improvement  Is  Seen  in  the 
Trade  and  the  Outlook  Is  Much 
Brighter. 

Some  few  signs  of  immediate  improvement 
in  the  coal  trade  generally  are  apparent.  The 
prospects  for  the  fall  trade  are  also  prom¬ 
ising.  The  only  unsatisfactory  feature  is  the 
insistence  of  coal  operators  upon  producing 
more  coal  than  the  market  will  absorb  quickly, 
thus  destroying  values  temporarily. 

Within  the  week  the  producers  of  steel  de¬ 
cided  upon  a  reduction  in  prices  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  giving  an  impetus  to  buying.  That 
this  will  succeed  is  according  to  precedent. 
That  every  increase  in  steel  production  will 
mean  a  corresponding  increase  in  factory  ac¬ 
tivity  and  consequently  an  increase  in  coal 
consumption  is  generally  conceded.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  lake  activities  will  likely  resume  by 
the  1st  of  July.  A  week  prior  to  that  time  a 
good  deal  of  coal  will  be  shipped  to  the  Lake 
Erie  docks  and,  of  course,  this  amount  of  coal 
will  be  taken  away  from  the  all-rail  market. 
The  removal  of  this  coal  from  the  inland 
markets  will  ease  some  of  the  pressure  there 
and  possibly  give  an  opportunity  for  prices 
to  show  a  moderate  advance.  In  fact  it  would 
not  be  surprising  if  the  weakness,  now  ap¬ 
parent  in  West  Virginia,  western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  and  Ohio  coals,  were  completely  removed. 

The  lake  trade  can  not  have  any  direct  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  western  and  southern  prod¬ 
ucts,  but  there  will  be  an  indirect  benefit  in 
that  these  coals  will  not  have  so  much  eastern 
coal  to  contend  with  in  their  own  market.  As 
for  the  lake  trade,  if  assumptions  are  correct 
that  almost  a  duplicate  of  last  year’s  business 
is  to  be  done  in  the  northwest,  it  seems  pos-  . 
sible  that  there  will  be  a  shortage  in  the 
fall  and  marked  activity  in  the  lake  trade  from 
now  until  the  close  of  navigation.  However, 
it  is  hardly  fair  to  assume  that,  with  business 
as  much  restricted  as  it  is  today,  the  north¬ 
western  markets  will  have  no  call  for  as'  much 
as  17,000,000  tons  of  coal,  and  it  would  not 
be  surprising  if  a  movement  of  13,000,000  or 
even  less  would  be  entirely  satisfactory. 
Whether  this  amount  of  coal  can  be  handled 
by  the  lake  carriers  between  the  first  of  July 
and  the  middle  of  December  will  depend  en¬ 
tirely  upon  the  facilities  of  the  northwestern 
railroads  for  taking  coal  away  from  the  docks 
and,  in  part,  upon  whether  the  northwestern 
consumers  buy  enough  coal  to  keep  the  docks 
from  becoming  congested.  No  room  for  doubt 
exists  that  the  lake  fleet  will  be  able  to  carry 
the  13,000,000  tons  of  coal  in  the  five  and  a 
half  months  remaining  before  navigation 
closes. 

Anthracite  production  for  May  showed  a 
new  record  figure  of  6,088,116  tons,  or  an  in¬ 
crease  over  May  of  1907  of  93,844  tons.  All 
of  this  coal  did  not  go  into  consumption,  as 
was  shown  by  the  fact  that  stocks  are  now  at 
the  high  point  at  this  time  of  the  year  for 
about  ten  years.  Moreover,  producing  com¬ 
panies  are  compelled  now  to  curtail  output 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  this  month  and 
next.  This  is  contrary  to  their  desire,  but  the 
action  is  forced  because  consumers  are  buy¬ 
ing  slightly  and  the  storage  capacities  of  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  are  already  filled. 

The  western  coal  situation  is  both  complex 
and  unsatisfactory.  No  demand  practically 
exists  for  lump  and  consequently  the  produc¬ 
tion  is  small.  This  curtails  the  output  of 
screenings,  for  which  the  demand  is  very 
active.  The  prices  of  prepared  sizes  natur¬ 
ally  are  on  the  down  grade,  while  prices  paid 
for  screenings  are  even  above  the  average  of 
this  time  of  the  year. 

The  one  big  difficulty  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  is  the  fact  that  consumers  are  buying  very 
lightly,  jeopardizing  their  own  interests  next 
winter.  They  can  not  afford  to  buy  now  be¬ 
cause  they  have  not  the  money  with  which  to 
meet  bills  and  the  coal  companies  have  not 
sufficient  working  capital  to  permit  them  to 
mine  and  sell  coal,  waiting  from  three  to  five 
months  for  payments. 


Chicago  Market. 

Domestic  Coal  Is  Up  to  Demurrage  and 
Weak  But  Screenings  are  Scarce 
and  Firm. 

General  opinion  is  that  Chicago  market 
conditions  show  some  gradual,  but  slight  im¬ 
provement.  Demurrage  coal  is  still  a  factor  in 
the  lump  preparations,  but,  as  retail  buying 
increases,  this  is  likely  to  disappear. 

Screenings  are  strong  and  this  condition  is 
likely  to  continue  for  a  matter  of  two  months 
and  possibly  three.  The  reason  is  that  screen¬ 
ings  are  short  of  the  demand.  Close  analysis 
discloses  that  screenings  are  not  as  short  as 
should  be  the  case  with  the  remarkably  small 
production  of  prepared  sizes.  With  a  normal 
demand  from  the  factories  and  other  steam 
plants  and  with  only  the  present  demand  for 
the  prepared  sizes  prices  of  screenings  would 
be  practically  prohibitive. 

As  far  as  domestic  coals — principally  the 
eastern  grades — are  concerned,  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  demurrage  is  directly  the  result  of  the 
lack  of  caution  on  the  part  of  operators  in 
producing  and  shipping  coal  which  has  not 
been  sold.  The  demand  for  fine  coal  gener¬ 
ally  exceeds  the  supply  and  some  mine  oper¬ 
ators  are  disposed  to  produce  coarse  coal  in 
order  to  get  the  screenings.  Chicago  as  a 
dumping  ground  for  unsold  coal  has  become 
proverbial  and,  consequently,  prices  here  have 
sagged,  even  on  the  better  grades.  This  sit¬ 
uation  is  a  direct  outcome  of  the  position  of 
the  retailers.  Most  of  them  have  already  filled 
their  storage  capacities  and  find  that  consum¬ 
ers  are  either  taking  a  very  small  percentage 
of  their  needs  or  are  not  taking  any.  Without 
a  free  movement  from  the  yards,  the  dealers 
arrive  sooner  or  later  at  the  point  where  buy¬ 
ing  must  stop.  This  reacts  upon  the  whole¬ 
sale  trade.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  has  been 
reached  in  the  Chicago  trade  and  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  unsold  coal  into  this  market  results 
in  the  accumulation  of  demurrage  and  the 
necessity  to  sacrifice  the  product. 

Contract  business  is  not  as  active  as  it 
should  be  now  considering  the  small  amount 
of  contracting  done  hertofore  and  the  number 
of  expiring  contracts.  Most  consumers  express 
a  determination  to  wait  a  while  or  to  rely  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  upon  the  open  market  to  a  great 
extent.  The  big  railroad  companies  have  not 
placed  any  important  contracts  within  the 
week  and  a  number  of  them  will  wait  until 
about  the  1st  of  July  before  covering  their 
needs. 

The  anthracite  market  remains  about  in 
statu  quo,  the  shippers  into  this  territory 
being  comparatively  heavy  but  there  being  a 
reasonably  good  market  for  all  that  is  ob¬ 
tained.  Buying  under  the  June  circulat  is  just 
beginning  to  show  itself.  • 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  productive  capacity  has 
been  increased  in  the  last  few  years  and  at 
such  a  time  as  this  more  coal  is  available  with 
which  to  break  the  market.  Operators,  how¬ 
ever,  have  been  careful  not  to  permit  very 
much  to  get  up  to  demurrage.  Prices  hold 
as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Steam  coal,  $2.20; 
lump,  egg  or  nut,  $2.25. 

Third  Vein  coal  on  the  spot  market  is  quiet. 
A  good  demand  is  seen  for  screenings  and 
this  is  accounted  for  by  the  small  production 
of  lump.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine- 
run,  $2;  chunks,  $2.25;  standard  lump,  $2.15; 
washed  nut,  $2.15;  screenings,  $1.60. 

De  Quoin  coal  has  not  changed  in  price 
within  the  week,  although  the  tone  is  just  a 
little  easier  except  on  screenings.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  prices,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  are  representa¬ 
tive:  Screenings,  $1.40  to  $1.50;  mine-run, 

$1.65  to  $1.70;  steam  lump,  $1.80  to  $1.85. 

Springfield  screenings  are  short,  but  were 
the  demand  for  them  noHnal  the  supply  would 
not  come  as  near  going  around  as  it  does  to¬ 
day.  The  following  prices,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
are  maintained:  Screenings,  $1.40  to  $1.50; 
mine-run,  $1.70;  steam  lump,  $1.75  to  $1.85. 


Carterville  coal  prices  have  eased  off  within 
the  week,  regardless  of  efforts  to  boost  up 
values  to  what  is  considered  a  reasonable 
level.  Even  screenings  are  sold  a  little  below 
the  price  of  last  week.  The  market  is  quota¬ 
ble  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  as  follows:  Screenings, 
55  to  60  cents;  mine-run,  90  to  95  cents;  lump, 
$1.25  to  $1.30. 

Clinton,  Indiana,  district  screenings  are  off 
the  spot  market,  the  output  being  sold 
on  contract.  There  is  a  small  demand  for 
lump  coal  only  and  hence  the  production  has 
been  cut  down.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Mine-run,  $1.70  to  $1.75;  lj^-inch  lump,  $1.90 
to  $1.95. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  mines  have 
been  operating  on  a  limited  scale  this  week, 
the  output  being  regulated  to  the  market 
needs.  The  following  are  the  prices  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines:  Lump  and  egg,  $1.25;  steam  lump, 
$1.20. 

Brazil  Block  coal  has  been  sold  in  Chicago 
as  low  as  $2.45  to  $2.50,  but-  most  of  the  op¬ 
erators  are  asking  $2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  in 
open  cars  and  $2.80  in  box  cars. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Because  no  Hocking  coal  is  being  sent  to 
the  lakes  and  because  all  of  the  output  is 
shipped  to  all-rail  markets  to  compete,  in  some 
instances,  with  No.  8  coal,  the  prices  in  Chi¬ 
cago  have  been  variable.  The  standard  pro¬ 
ducers  are  adhering  to  their  quotation  of  $3.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  some  coal  is  still  being 
sold  around  $3.00.  Jackson  Hill  is  firm  at 
$4.15  and  Pittsburgh  No.  8  is  bringing  $2.65 
to  $2.75,  although  these  prices  have  been  cut. 

Kanawha  coal  is  still  weak,  and  first-class 
splint  has  been  sold  below  $3.00  within  the 
week.  The  generality  of  prices  range  about 
$3.10  to  $3.15,  although  some  of  the  producers 
have  been  successful  in  obtaining  $3.25. 

Youghiogheny  shipments  are  comparatively 
scarce,  the  operators  confining  their  shipments 
to  the  contract  requirements.  The  prices  being 
quoted  are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  24- 
inch  steam,  $3.15;  24-inch  gas,  $3.25;  l^-inch 
lump,  $3.35. 

Fairmont  coal  is  not  sold  in  any  large 
amounts  on  the  spot  market,  most  of  the  ship¬ 
ments  being  on  contract.  We  quote,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  24-inch  steam,  $3.10;  J4-inch  gas, 
$3.20. 

Smokeless  coal  is  still  variable  and  prices 
are  suited  to  the  taste  and  demand  of  the 
dealer.  Quotations  on  good  coal  range  from 
90  cents  to  $1.25,  f.  o.  b.  mines,  for  mine-run, 
with  admittedly  off  grades  selling  below  90 
cents.  Genuine  thick  vein  Pocahontas  coal 
is  not  selling  under  $1.15,  although  this  price 
is  being  made.  Some  first-class  New  River 
coal,  however,  is  selling  as  low  as  $1.00. 
Lump  and  egg  is  moving  freely  at  $L25,  which 
is  circular  on  mine-run.  A  few  sales  have 
been  made  at  higher  figures. 

The  Coke  Market. 

Furnace  and  foundry  activity  in  this  terri¬ 
tory  is  beginning  to  show  improvement.  It 
would  not  be  surprising  if  a  good  demand  for 
coke  were  seen  before  the  first  of  September. 
The  following  prices,  f.  o.  b  Chicago,  are 
quoted:  Connellsville,  $4.90;  Wise  County, 

$4.75;  West  Virginia,  $4.65;  48-hour,  $4.15;  by¬ 
product  foundry,  $4.75;  by-product  domestic. 
$4.50  to  $4.65;  gas  house,  $4.00. 


At  the  recent  annual  meeting  at  Chicago  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Diamond  Coal  &  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  the  following  officers  were  elected:  M. 
A.  Rolfe,  president;  J.  Spiegel  of  the  Diamond 
Glue  Company,  vice-president;  J.  F.  Spiegel, 
secretary,  and  Nat  Stone,  treasurer.  David 
Wilson,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Leiter 
mine  at  Zeigler,  has  been  engaged  to  take 
charge  of  the  operation  known  as  the  Ham¬ 
ilton  mine,  located  at  Hamilton,  Ind.,  on  the 
Evansville  &  Terre  Haute  Railroad.  W.  F. 
Butler  has  been  appointed  sales  agent  and  will 
represent  them  in  Iowa.  Alexander  McDon¬ 
ald,  formerly  with  the  Interstate  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  will  represent  the  company  in  Chi¬ 
cago. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Consumers  Are  Disappointed  When  Price 
Cutting  Is  Not  Extensive,  Rushing 
to  Cover  Their  Needs. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  June  11. 

The  bituminous  coal  outlook  continued  to 
brighten  this  week.  Improvement  is  reported 
from  almost  all  quarters.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  there  is  an  abundance  of  room  for  this 
improvement,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  records 
of  production  and  shipments  of  last  year  will 
be  equaled  this  year. 

In  the  western  Pennsylvania  field  consumers 
will  not  buy  coal,  but  seem  to  be  waiting  patient¬ 
ly  for  the  expected  reduction.  The  operators 
have  been  endeavoring  to  induce  the  consumer 
to  place  orders,  but  to  no  avail.  The  consumer 
has  believed  himself  wise,  but  is  beginning  to 
see  that  he  has  been  waiting  in  vain.  The  expected 
price  cutting  came,  but  Pittsburgh  district  op¬ 
erators  did  not  participate,  except  in  some  few 
cases,  and  then  it  was  by  concerns  whose  out¬ 
put  would  not  make  a  drop  in  a  ten  gallon 
bucket  when  compared  with  the  product  of  the 
larger  concerns.  The  Pittsburgh  operator,  rather 
than  being  glad  to  accept  any  old  price  for  his 
coal,  has  found  it  more  profitable  to  close  his 
mines  than  sell  coal  away  at  cost  or  even  at 
a  small  profit.  And  when  the  mines  were  closed, 
they  remained  closed  until  orders  were  received 
in  sufficient  number  and  size  to  warrant  opening 
them,  not  for  a  few  weeks,  but  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  season.  Many  mines  are  only 
now  starting  up,  while  dozens  of  others  have 
been  running  half  time  or  less. 

The  lateness  of  the  lake  shipping  season  is, 
of  course,  responsible  for  a  portion  of  the  falling 
off  in  the  production,  and  the  action  of  the 
Lake  Carriers  is  sure  to  cause  trouble  before  the 
end  of  next  winter.  When  the  mines  in  this 
district  are  running  full,  and  the  lake  season 
is  on  in  full  blast,  will  the  railroads  be  able  to 
handle  the  volume  of  business  in  four  months 
that  they  have  been  unable  to  handle  in  six  in 
other  years?  And  will  the  Lake  Carriers  be 
able  to  handle  as  great  a  tonnage  to  the  north¬ 
west  during  a  half  season  as  has  more  than 
taxed  their  capacities  and  facilities  during  the 
last  few  seasons?  The  only  possible  answer  to 
these  questions  is  causing  a  great  deal  of  un¬ 
easiness. 

The  mines  here  can  produce  the  coal  in  suffi¬ 
cient  quantities,  but  there  is  absolutely  no  use 
in  the  coal  being  taken  out  if  the  other  fellows 
are  unable  to  deliver  it. 

It  has  not  even  been  definitely  decided  when 
the  lake  boats  will  begin  to  move.  The  start 
has  been  postponed  several  times  already,  and 
is  now  expected  about  July  1st.  A  meeting  is 
to  be  held  on  Monday  when  the  matter  will  again 
be  “decided.” 

There  has,  of  course,  been  no  change  in  the 
market  quotations  of  coal,  all  grades  remaining 
practically  the  same,  whether  sold  in  large  or 
small  quantities,  the  range  in  price  covering  the 
size  of  the  requirements. 

The  coke  situation  has  shown  more  improve¬ 
ment.  and  the  market  is  slightly  higher.  Produc¬ 
tion  has  also  increased  again  this  week,  and  while 
the  increase  is  not  great,  it  is  most  encourag¬ 
ing.  A  number  of  additional  plants  have  been 
fired  and  more  are  to  follow  next  week,  so  that 
the  production  is  sure  to  increase.  The  best 
grade  foundry  coke  ranges  from  $2  to  $2.25, 
while  furnace  is  held  firm  at  $1.60  and  $1.65. 


The  Coal  Mining  Institute. 

The  program  for  the  summer  meeting  of  the 
Coal  Mining  Institute  of  America  has  been  com¬ 
pleted,  and  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  that  has  ever  been  arranged.  The  In¬ 
stitute  will  be  held  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  next 
Thursday  and  Friday,  and  the  attendance,  from 
present  indications,  promises  to  be  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  body.  There  will  not  be 
as  many  papers  read  this  year  as  in  former 
years,  but  t*iey  will  all  be  on  subjects  of  more 
than  passing  interest,  and  all  will  be  by  the 
highest  authorities  in  the  coal  mining  industry. 


More  time  will  also  be  allowed  for  the  discus¬ 
sions  of  the  various  papers,  several  of  which 
will  be  illustrated  with  lantern  slides  and  stereop- 
ticon  views.  The  program  as  arranged  is  as 
follows : 

June  IS. — Entire  morning  devoted  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  session. 

Afternoon — President’s  address. 

Address — “Recent  Mine  Explosions  and  Their 
Lessons,”  by  State  Mine  Inspector  Thomas  K. 
Adams  of  Mercer,  Pa. 

Address — "Coal  Dust  as  a  Factor  in  Mine  Ex¬ 
plosions,”  by  Dr.  Henry  Mace  Payne  of  Mor¬ 
gantown,  W.  Va.,  head  of  the  department  of 
mining  engineering  at  the  University  of  West 
Virginia. 

Evening  Session — Address  “Something  About 
Coal,”  by  Baird  Halberstadt,  F.  G.  S.,  Potts- 
ville,  Pa.,  engineer  and  geologist.  Illustrated  by 
stereopticon  views. 

Address — "Blasting  Explosives  for  Coal  Mines,” 
by  Dr.  A.  M.  Comey,  Wilmington,  Del.,  director 
of  the  eastern  laboratory  of  the  E.  I.  Du  Pont 
De  Nemours  Powder  Company.  Illustrated  also 
by  st.ereopticon  views. 

June  19,  Morning — General  discussion  of  all 
papers  read  yesterday. 

Afternoon — Sightseeing  automobile  trips  around 
Greensburg,  and  trips  to  various  mines  and 
coking  plants. 

Evening — Various  social  functions. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  employes  in  the  North  Versailles  mines 
of  the  Bowman  Bros.  Company  of  McKeesport, 
Pa.,  discovered  the  mine  on  fire  last  week.  The 
flames  were  extinguished  at  once,  and  little 
damage  resulted. 

The  Waverly  mines,  near  Smithton,  Pa.,  which 
have  been  idle  since  the  first  of  April,  have 
been  ordered  to  resume  on  June  15,  and  for 
some  time  at  least,  they  will  be  operated  to 
capacity. 

J.  F.  Dignan,  a  well-known  anthracite  coal  op- 
perator  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  was  a  business  visitor 
in  Pittsburgh  last  week.  Mr.  Dignan  is  also 
a  large  holder  of  bituminous  coal  lands  in  this 
part  of  the  state. 

Charles  Marmie,  Duquesne,  Pa.,  has  been 
awarded  the  contracts  for  furnishing  coal  to  the 
pumping  station  at  Duquesne  at  $6.90  per  hun¬ 
dred  bushels,  and  for  the  coal  required  at  the 
garbage  plant  at  the  same  place  at  $7  per  hundred 
bushels. 

W.  H.  Trethaway,  a  prominent  anthracite  coal 
operator  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  and  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  various  bituminous  mining  properties 
in  the  Allegheny  Valley  above  Pittsburgh,  was 
a  business  visitor  in  Pittsburgh  for  several  days 
last  week. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  started  up  the 
Banner  mine  located  at  Shire  Oaks,  Pa.,  in  the 
Monongahela  Valley,  last  week.  The  mine  has 
been  idle  for  some  time.  The  company  also 
advises  that  several  other  rail  shipping  mines  in 
the  same  district  will  be  started  shortly. 

The  Commercial  Coal  Company  issued  in¬ 
structions  last  week  to  start  Mine  No.  3,  which 
is  located  at  Big  Bend,  Pa.,  and  to  run  it  to 
capacity.  The  mine  has  been  closed  down  for 
more  than  a  month,  and  in  that  time,  a  large 
number  of  important  repairs  and  improvements 
have  been  made. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Company  and  the  Clarks¬ 
burg  Fuel  Company  report  that  they  have  issued 
instructions  to  put  employes  in  all  mines  on  full 
time,  and  that  the  mines  in  the  Cumberland  dis¬ 
trict  be  operated  to  capacity.  The  mines  of 
these  companies  have  been  working  on  three  and 
four  days  per  week  for  eight  months. 

Brown  &  Cochran  have  issued  instructions  to 
fire  the  entire  plant  of  250  ovens  near  Scottdale, 
Pa.,  and  to  operate  the  same  to  its  full  capacity. 
Recently  the  men  were  notified  that  the  plant 
might  be  expected  to  resume  at  any  time,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  were  on  hand  to  take  their 
old  positions. 

The  Seward  Coal  Company,  which  operates  in 
the  Monongahela  Valley,  has  received  several 
good  orders  for  coal  for  delivery  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  summer  and  fall,  and  the 
mines  have  been  ordered  on  full  turn,  employing 


about  350  men.  The  orders  call  for  shipment  of 
about  1,000  tons  of  coal  per  day. 

The  union  miners  of  the  Richhill  district, 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  held  their  annual  meet¬ 
ing  and  election  of  officers  last  week,  as  follows : 
President,  J.  W.  Mull;  vice-president,  John  H. 
Myers;  financial  secretary,  Frank  W.  Murham- 
mer ;  secretary,  George  Fenton,  and  treasurer, 
S.  W.  Mull.  The  organization  is  known  as 
Local  Union  No.  1829,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Tn  spite  of  the  increasing  prosperity  through¬ 
out  the  entire  Monongahela  Valley,  and  the 
resumption  of  many  mines  in  that  district,  orders 
were  issued  to  shut  down  the  works  of  the 
Charleroi  Coke  Company,  at  Charleroi,  Pa.  No 
date  is  announced  for  the  resumption  of  the 
plant,  and  about  500  men  are  thrown  out  of 
work. 

The  Mount  Pleasant-Connellsville  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  will  be  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  this  state  on  the  29th  of  this 
month,  and  will  engage  in  a  general  mining  and 
coking  business.  The  new  concern  has  large 
coal  properties  in  the  Connellsville  region  be¬ 
tween  Connellsville  and  Mount  Pleasant.  The 
incorporators  will  be  William  A.  Wilson,  J.  U. 
Kuhns  and  Clarance  Kline,  all  of  whom  are 
well  known  throughout  the  coking  regions. 

The  Pittsburgh  &  Southwestern  Coal  Com¬ 
pany’s  mines  at  Avella,  Pa.,  have  closed  down  on 
account  of  the  falling  off  in  the  demand  for 
coal.  The  company  owns  a  farm  of  about  1,000 
acres,  and  has  arranged  to  place  practically  all 
of  the  miners  at  work  on  this  farm  temporarily. 
About  300  acres  are  under  cultivation  and  this 
will  be  doubled  within  the  next  few  weeks.  The 
farm  is  under  the  direction  of  Thomas  Donahoe, 
superintendent  of  the  company’s  mines. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Old  Dominion  Coal  Coke  Company,  held 
at  the  offices  of  the  company  at  Uniontown,  Pa., 
*  P.  G.  Oglevee,  David  Junk,  W.  H.  Clingerman, 
I.  W.  Semans  and  E.  W.  Boyd  were  elected  to 
serve  as  directors  for  the  coming  year.  The 
board  of  directors  then  met  and  organized, 
electing  P.  G.  Oglevee  president ;  I.  W.  Semans, 
vice-president,  and  L.  G.  Chorpenning,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  The  company  has  large  coal 
holdings  in  West  Virginia,  which  will  total  ap¬ 
proximately  10,000  acres. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  has  completed 
the  repairs  and  improvements  that  have  been 
under  way  at  the  Gallatin  mine  up  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  River,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  entire 
mine  will  be  placed  in  full  operation  the  latter 
part  of  this  month.  The  mine  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  overhauled,  all  of  the  entries  cleaned, 
new  track  laid,  the  chambers  cleaned  out  and  gen¬ 
eral  repairs  made.  The  work  at  the  mouth  of 
the  mine  was  delayed  somewhat  on  account  of 
a  heavy  landslide  that  completely  blocked  the 
entrance  to  the  mine,  but  this  has  been  cleared 
up,  and  a  retaining  wall  built. 

Wade  H.  and  Christian  Echard  of  Connells¬ 
ville  and  Uniontown,  Pa.,  have  disposed  of  their 
entire  holdings  in  the  Peerless  Connellsville 
Coke  Company  of  Connellsville,  to  George  W. 
Wilson  of  Pittsburgh,  who  was  already  a  lead¬ 
ing  stockholder  in  the  concern.  Mr.  Wilson  will 
also  succeed  Wade  H.  Echard  as  president  of 
the  company,  which  has  a  coking  plant  of  thirty- 
two  ovens  near  Alverton,  Fayette  County,  Pa. 
The  Echards  have  plans  under  way  for  the 
formation  and  organization  of  a  new  coal  com¬ 
pany  that  will  take  over  and  develop  a  tract  of 
coking  coal  land  which  they  own  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cheat  Haven,  Pa.,  and  upon  which  a  fine 
modern  coking  plant  will  be  started  this  summer 
and  fall. 


Grant  I.  Rawson  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  is  the 
inventor  of  a  machine  for  firing  shots  in  coal 
mines,  one  of  which  has  already  been  placed 
in  operation  at  Tilden,  Ill.,  and  according  to 
reports  is  proving  a  success.  Besides  firing 
the  shots  in  the  mines,  this  machine  reports 
the  number  of  shots  fired,  together  with  the 
defective  shots,  all  this  being  noted  in  the 
engine  room.  No  one  is  in  the  mine  at  the 
time  the  machine  is  in  action,  thus  there  is  no 
danger  of  loss  of  life. 
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Indianapolis  Trade. 

Controversy  Over  Freight  Rates  Adds  Some 
Confusion — Mine  Inspectors  Form 
an  Organization. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  11. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  trade  throughout  Indiana 
has  not  been  heavy  this  week.  More  coal  was 
moved  from  the  mines  to  Indianapolis  last  week 
than  this.  However,  that  was  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  many  consumers  were  running  short 
because  of  the  strike  and  they  took  advantage 
of  the  first  opportunity  to  stock  up. 

Practically  no  demand  has  been  seen  for 
domestic  sizes  and  very  little  for  steam  lump 
grades.  The  demand  for  run-of-mine  and  screen¬ 
ings  has  been  fair  considering  general  business 
conditions.  Run-of-niine/  (best  grades),  has  been 
selling  for  $1.10  at  the  mines.  Screenings  range 
from  75  to  80  cents  a  ton  with  demand  steady. 
Four-inch  lump  has  been  selling  around  $1.35, 
while  l!4->nch  lump  has  ranged  from  $1.20  to 
$1.30. 

Operators  and  dealers  say  that  the  outlook  for 
trade  is  better  than  it  was  a  few  weeks  ago  as 
many  industries  are  resuming  work  while  others 
are  increasing  their  output.  A  few  have  shut 
down,  but  the  general  tone  of  things  is  better 
and  it  is  predicted  that  a  better  demand  for  coal 
will  result  soon. 

Operators  are  somewhat  disturbed  by  the  un¬ 
settled  freight  rate  conditions  on  the  Southern 
Indiana  and  the  Big  Four  which  have  been  un¬ 
able  to  reach  an  agreement  since  the  railroad 
commission  forced  them  to  re-instal  the  old  rate 
of  50  cents  a  ton  to  Indianapolis  from  Greene 
and  Sullivan  counties  and  60  cents  a  ton  on 
steam  coal  to  various  points  in  the  gas  belt. 
Operators  believe  that  the  roads  will  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  abide  by  these  rates,  but  they  say  that 
many  dealers  are  hesitating  about  making  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  ensuing  year  while  the  controversy 
is  pending.  Not  more  than  half  of  the  mines 
in  the  state  are  being  operated,  but  better  trade 
conditions  are  expected. 


Rate  Case  in  Court. 

Judge  Lawson  Harvey  of  the  Superior  Court, 
refused  to  dissolve  the  temporary  restraining 
order  issued  against  the  Big  Four  and  Southern 
Indiana  railroads  at  the  request  of  the  railroad 
commission,  compelling  them  to  accept  coal  foi 
shipment  until  June  22,  under  a  rate  fixed  by 
the  commission. 

On  June  22,  the  court  will  hear  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  appeal  for  an  order  restraining  the  roads 
from  refusing  to  obey  its  instructions  as  to  their 
joint  rate  on  coal.  Frank  L.  Littleton,  attorney 
for  the  Big  Four,  asserted  that  the  rate  fixed 
by  the  commission  worked  a  hardship  on  the 
roads  and  compelled  them  to  haul  coal  at  an 
actual  loss.  He  said  that  a  railroad  company’s 
services  cannot  be  taken  without  compensation. 
Judge  Harvey  refused  to  consider  that  phase 
of  the  question,  saying  that  it  had  not  been 
brought  up  in  a  proper  way.  The  commission 
said  the  two  roads  are  not  arguing  that  the  rates 
are  unreasonable,  but  they  have  disobeyed  the 
order  because  of  their  inability  to  agree  on  a 
division  of  the  rate. 

The  attorneys  for  the  railroad  asked  that  the 
petition  for  a  restraining  order  be  dismissed  on 
the  ground  that  the  railroad  commission  law  is 
unconstitutional,  but  Judge  Harvey  said  that  he 
would  not  consider  the  constitutional  question  un¬ 
less  briefs  are  submitted  in  a  regular  way. 


Better  Inspection  Laws. 

The  mine  inspectors  and  their  deputies  from  a 
number  of  states  where  there  are  large  coal 
fields  began  a  meeting  here  today  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  discussing  better  methods  of  inspection 
and  reform  in  laws  looking  to  the  prevention 
of  mine  disasters. 

The  meeting  was  arranged  for  by  Epperson, 
Paul,  Harrison  and  Beard.  The  inspectors 
formed  a  permanent  association  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  mine  inspection  laws. 

J.  T.  Beard  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  he  has 
communicated  with  the  inspectors  of  a  number 


of  states  regarding  the  movement  inaugurated 
here  today  and  that  they  are  favorable  to  it. 
George  Harrison,  inspector  of  mines  in  Ohio, 
said  he  has  broached  the  plan  to  Governor  Har¬ 
ris  of  that  state,  who  approves  of  it. 

James  Epperson,  inspector  of  mines  in  In¬ 
diana.  was  elected  chairman  of  the  meeting.  J. 
W.  Paul,  state  inspector  for  West  Virginia, 
was  elected  secretary.  The  chances  are  that  a 
permanent  organization  will  be  formed  so  that 
the  inspectors  and  their  deputies  may  meet  an¬ 
nually.  Secretary  Paul  said  that  one  of  the  great 
needs  of  the  miners  is  uniformity  of  laws  govern¬ 
ing  their  trade.  He  declared  that  a  miner  in 
going  from  one  state  to  another  does  not  know 
when  he  is  committing  a  violation  of  the  laws, 
because  he  is  not  familiar  with  them. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  11. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Conditions  remain  unchanged  from  last 
week  both  in  regard  to  demand  and  price.  Pro¬ 
duction  continues  just  enough  ahead  of  demand 
to  keep  everything  down  to  the  cost  mark.  Lump 
and  mine-run  are  very  hard  to  move,  though 
fine  coal  of  all  descriptions  is,  of  course,  in  good 
demand. 

The  Carterville  mines  are  doing  very  little. 
There  is  no  dealer  business  yet  and  as  the  op¬ 
erators  cannot  afford  to  sell  their  best  cus¬ 
tomers,  viz.  the  railroad  companies,  they  have 
to  content  themselves  with  whatever  little  local 
business  they  can  pick  up.  Most  of  them  are 
running  about  two  days  a  week.  Quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  firms  have  announced  lately  that  they  are 
in  the  market  for  a  contract  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  several  large  contracts  have  been  closed 
recently. 

The  anthracite  trade  has  slacked  up  a  great 
deal,  and  it  looks  as  if  June  were  going  to  be 
a  very  light  month.  The  first  consignments  of 
Arkansas  anthracite  coal  since  the  shut  down 
were  received  here  this  week.  The  prices  are 
a  good  deal  lower  than  last  year,  and  everything 
that  is  being  sold  is  going  for  less  than  circular 
prices. 

The  report  of  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Traffic 
Bureau  for  May  has  been  received  and  shows 
that  7,081  cars,  or  289,138  tons  of  Illinois  coal 
were  used  locally  in  St.  Louis,  and  10,704  tons 
shipped  on  western  business.  Seventy-one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  tons  of  coal 
were  used  on  local  railroad  business.  The  com¬ 
parative  receipts  for  the  month  of  June  for  the 
last  five  years  are  as  follows :  1904 — 309,749 
tons  ;  1905 — 373,224  tons  ;  1906 — 290,921  tons  ; 
1907 — 556,972  tons;  1908 — 289,138  tons.  Current 
prices  are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — Two-inch  lump  coal,  $1.52;  2-inch 
nut,  $1.42;  nut  and  pea,  $1.32;  mine-run,  $1.37; 
screenings,  $1.12;  pea  and  slack,  97  cents. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.82; 
mine-run,  $1.42;  2-inch  nut,  $1.47. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2  02;  3-inch  nut,  $1.82. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.12;  3-inch 
nut,  $1.82. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump  and  egg,  $2.02;  3-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine- 
run,  $1.67 ;  lj4-inch  screenings,  $1.32. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Kokoals  baseball  team  met  that  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Company  last  Saturday,  and  got 
the  better  of  the  argument,  the  score  being  16 
to  13.  The  line  up  was  as  follows:  For  the 
Kokoals,  Johnson,  Tilden,  Avery,  Dorian,  Miller, 
McDonald,  Corby,  Becker,  Kennef;  for  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Company,  DeVaney,  J.  Keitling, 
Sparing,  Ed  Keitling,  Harris,  Salmon,  Leister, 
Weinburg,  Bray.  The  Consolidated’s  arc  anxious 
to  avenge  themselves  and  have  challenged  the 
Kokoals  again,  and  it  has  been  accepted.  The 
Kokoals,  however,  promise  to  give  them  a  real 
drubbing  next  time  as  they  say  they  only  let 
them  get  a  few  runs  to  encourage  them.  The 
score  by  innings  is  a  follows : 

Total 

Kokoals  . 2  0  5  1  0  0  2  6  x— lfi 

Con.  C.  Co . ". _ 0  0  0  2  0  1  5  5  0—13 

This  was  the  first  game  the  Kokoals  team  has 
played,  and  with  a  few  changes  which  are  to  be 
made  it  promises  to  be  a  Cracker  Jack.  A  game 


is  scheduled  for  next  Saturday  in  which  the 
Kokoals  will  meet  the  team  from  the  Merchants 
Exchange. 

Hugh  Murray  and  Mr.  Smith  both  of  the 
Gallatin  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  Equality,  Ill., 
were  in  town  this  week. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)- — Aside  from  a  few  school  contracts  in 
small  surrounding  towns,  there  has  been  little 
improvement  in  the  coal  situation  this  week. 
The  movement  is  still  very  light  and  most  of 
the  orders  received  are  for  future  deliveries. 
There  has  been  some  increase  in  lake  business, 
but  the  volume  is  still  small.  Few  of  the  large 
boats  have  yet  cleared  and  there  is  little  prob¬ 
ability  that  trade  will  be  heavy  until  ore  begins 
to  move  more  freely.  It  is  thought,  however,  that 
there  will  be  some  rush  of  business  in  water 
shipments  within  a  few  weeks,  as  it  is  reported 
that  the  amount  of  coal  required  up  the  lakes 
will  be  about  equal  to  90  per  cent  of  tlTe  17,- 
000,000  tons  shipped  last  year.  Those  in  touch 
with  the  situation  predict  that  there  will  be  a 
clamor  for  boats  for  shipments  of  coal  before 
the  first  of  August. 

Steam  coal  is  very  dull  and  while  there  is 
some  call,  for  nut  coal,  it  is  impossible  to  fur¬ 
nish  more  than  a  limited  quantity  so  long  as 
lump  coal  is  not  moving.  The  local  retail  busi¬ 
ness  is  almost  at  a  standstill.  Some  anthracite 
is  being  put  in  for  winter  use,  but  the  amount 
is  not  large. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

A.  S.  McConaughey  of  the  Alma  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  Wellston,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  this 
week. 

W.  A.  Schieley,  the  well-known  retail  coal 
man  of  Maumee,  was  a  Toledo  visitor  this 
week. 

Sales  Agent  Reed  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  was  in  the  city  on 
business  this  week. 

R.  H.  Edmunds  of  the  Wilson  &  Edmunds 
Coal  Company  of  Huntington,  Ind.,  spent  several 
days  in  the  city  on  business  recently. 

The  steamer  F.  B.  Morse  cleared  this  week 
with  7,500  tons  of  soft  coal  for  Superior.  She 
is  owned  by  G.  A.  Tomlinson,  and  this  is  her 
first  trip  of  the  season. 

James  DeWolfe,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  of  Columbus, 
spent  the  early  part  of  this  week  among  old 
friends  at  Toledo. 

Mr.  Cox  of  the  Darlington  Coal  &  Lumber 
Company  of  Darlington,  Ind.,  and  Mr.  Hansel 
of  the  Hansel  Coal  Company  of  Kokomo,  Ind., 
stopped  off  in  Toledo  this  week,  on  their  return 
from  a  trip  to  Niagara  Falls  and  the  hard  coal 
fields. 

Eleven  bids  for  furnishing  the  6,000  tons  of 
coal  to  the  Toledo  schools  were  submitted  to 
the  board  of  education.  Prices  quoted  were 
slightly  higher  on  soft  coal  than  they  were  last 
year  when  the  fuel  cost  $20,000.  The  award  has 
not  yet  been  made. 

The  Big  Four  Coal  Company  held  its  annual 
meeting  last  week  and  re-elected  the  old  officers. 
They  are.  William  Carlisle,  president;  Joseph 
Mitcheltree,  vice-president;  C.  O.  Miniger,  treas¬ 
urer;  Harmon  Powell,  secretary,  and  W.  L. 
Vail,  general  manager.  The  annual  report  shows 
a  very  satisfactory  business. 

Judge  R.  W.  Tayler  of  the  United  States  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  at  Toledo,  yesterday  appointed  B. 
A.  Worthington  of  Cleveland,  as  receiver  for  the 
Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  railway.  The  action  was 
taken  on  the  application  of  the  National  Car 
Wheel  Company  of  New  York,  which  holds  a 
claim  of  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The 
total  indebtedness  of  the  company  is  alleged  to 
be  about  $28,000,000,  a  large  block  of  which 
will  soon  be  due,  with  little  prospect  of  pay¬ 
ment.  It  is  capitalized  at  $20,000,000.  Mr. 
Worthington,  who  was  first  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  the  company,  has  filed  his 
bond  of  $100,000  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
railway  business. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 


Reduction  of  Steel  Prices  May  Improve  the 
Demand  for  Coal  in  Eastern 
Ohio. 


Cleveland,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Although  there  is  little  change  in  the 
local  trade  since  last  week  the  announcement  to¬ 
day  of  a  general  reduction  in  steel  prices  has 
caused  a  more  optimistic  feeling.  Dealers  feel 
that  manufacturers  will  come  into  the  market 
for  coal  about  the  same  time  they  place  orders 
for  steel  or  iron  and  therefore  the  trade  will 
feel  the  benefits  of  the  new  order  about  as  soon 
as  the  steel  interests  themselves. 

Production  is  just  about  equal  to  orders  and 
none  of  the  operators  is  allowing  accumulation. 
There  is  less  of  the  speculative  element  in  the 
market  here.  This  is  due  both  to  the  absence  of 
demand  and  the  car  service  charges  which  cannot 
be  circumvented  as  in  former  days.  Sales  of  slack 
as  low  as  50  cents  f.  o.  b.  mines,  were  reported 
today.  This  is  20  to  25  cents  under  the  selling 
prices  of  a  week  ago.  This  decrease  is  due  to 
more  slack  being  on  the  market,  and  to  less  de¬ 
mand.  There  was  no  proportionate  decrease  in 
other  prices,  however.  As  nearly  as  can  be  es¬ 
timated  there  are  today  about  1,000  cars  on  track 
at  the  docks  at  this  port.  A  vast  amount  has 
been  loaded,  although  most  of  the  coal  has  not 
moved  yet. 

During  May  295,440  tons  of  soft  coal  and  143,- 
029  tons  of  hard  coal  were  carried  to  Lake 
Superior  from  Lake  Erie  ports.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  of  the  regular  coal  carriers  have  not  yet 
made  a  trip,  but  many  of  the  vessels  that  have 
been  idle  all  season  will  be  placed  in  commis¬ 
sion  within  the  next  two  weeks.  Some  of  the 
local  shippers  are  getting  anxious  and  fear  that 
there  will  be  trouble  in  handling  the  business 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  season  if  the  start 
is  delayed  much  longer. 

“The  vessels  that  have  contracts  will  have  to 
get  started  by  next  week,”  said  a  leading  coal 
shipper  yesterday.  “Further  delay  will  mean 
that  the  coal  carriers  will  be  bunched  at  both 
ends  of  the  route  during  the  balance  of  the  sea¬ 
son.” 

Engineers  of  the  Corrigan  steamers  started 
to  work  today  fitting  out  and  the  boats  of  that 
fleet  will  be  ready  next  week.  It  is  expected 
that  the  engineers  of  other  fleets  managed  by 
shippers  will  receive  orders  to  report  for  duty 
next  week.  Most  of  the  vessels  that  arc  operated 
by  ore  firms  will  be  in  commission  by  July  1. 


Scale  Agreed  Upon. 

The  joint  wage  scale  committee  of  the  Ohio 
operators  and  miners  settled  all  differences  at  a 
two-days  session  here.  The  old  scale  of  two 
years  ago  was  agreed  upon  with  the  exception 
that  for  handling  draw  slate  and  soapstone,  and 
for  loading  coal  after  the  machines,  laborers  are 
to  receive  two  cents  a  ton  less.  Ten  thousand 
miners  in  Belmont,  Jefferson  and  Harrison  coun¬ 
ties,  Ohio,  and  the  Panhandle  counties  of  West 
Virginia  are  affected  by  the  agreement.  By 
reducing  the  wages  to  fifty  and  one-half  cents 
per  ton  for  loading  coal  the  miners  are  placed  on 
the  scale  now  in  force  in  the  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict. 

P.  M.  McBride,  J.  J.  Roby,  for  the  operators 
and  Lee  Rankin  and  L.  D.  Devore,  for  the  min¬ 
ers,  comprised  the  committee  named  to  place 
the  report  before  the  joint  convention  at  Wheel¬ 
ing  this  week.  T.  L.  Lewis,  president  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers ;  William  Green,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ohio  organization  of  miners,  and 
G.  W.  Savage,  secretary,  were  among  those  in 
attendance  at  the  session  here. 


George  Gray  of  the  C.  L.  Ayers  Coal  Company, 
is  on  a  trip  up  the  lakes. 


Blythe  Coal  Company  has  opened  up  a  new 
shaft  at  Fernwood,  near  Phillipsburg,  Pa., 
with  up-to-date  equipment,  having  capacity 
for  hoisting  1,200  tons  dailv.  About  three  hun¬ 
dred  men  will  be  employed. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  convention  of  the  Michigan  &  In¬ 
diana  Retail  Coal  Association,  which  took  place 
last  week,  has  left  the  coal  men  tired  out  and 
apparently,  none  of  them  is  in  a  mood  to  even 
discuss  market  conditions.  There  is  absolutely 
no  change  from  last  week. 

Prices  are  away  off  on  splint  coal  and  even  the 
fine  coal  market  has  undergone  a  slump.  West 
Virginia  nut,  pea  and  slack  go  begging  at  50 
cents  at  the  mines,  which  is  a  reduction  of  15 
cents  from  last  week’s  price.  What  it  will  be 
when  the  lake  shipments  begin  in  earnest  is  a 
question  which  the  jobbers  don’t  care  to  discuss 
or  even  contemplate.  This  drop  in  slack  is  said 
to  be  directly  traceable  to  the  fact  that  certain 
jobbers  have  been  shipping  into  this  market  a 
number  of  carloads  of  that  variety,  the  result 
being  that  it  has  knocked  the  bottom  out  of  the 
market. 

While  the  spot  market  is  anything  but  satis¬ 
factory,  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
contract  business.  Many  stocks  are  getting  dan¬ 
gerously  low  and  inquiries  are  coming  in.  With 
the  exception  of  the  fine  coal  before  mentioned, 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  much  coal  on  the 
tracks  and  very  little  about  demurrage.  As  for 
the  future,  a  prominent  coal  man  from  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  who  was  here  last  week,  said  that  he 
believed  that  within  the  next  six  weeks,  people 
would  be  seen  going  about  asking  for  coal.  He 
also  predicted  an  early  car  shortage  and  that 
good  times  will  be  upon  us  before  we  know  it. 

The  coke  market  looks  very  healthy.  The  coke 
manufacturers  are  not  anxious  to  make  contracts 
at  the  present  low  prices.  They  are  demanding 
$2.15  to  $2.50  for  foundry  coke  and  $1.75  for 
crushed  coke.  Last  year’s  prices  were  respective¬ 
ly  $2.85  and  $1.90. 

One  hears  considerable  complaint  from  sales¬ 
men  on  the  road  that  a  number  of  small  op¬ 
erators  are  cutting  the  price  on  gas  coal,  thus 
further  demoralizing  the  market.  Another  cause 
for  worry  is  that  money  is  again  tight  and  col¬ 
lections  are  slow. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Col.,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Last  Thursday  the  miners  in  the  lignite 
districts  held  a  referendum  vote  at  Lafayette  as 
to  whether  they  would  accept  the  operators’ 
proposition.  The  local  at  Lafayette  cast  451 
votes  which  were  unanimously  against  it.  At 
Louisville  400  votes  were  cast  and  at  Erie  50 
votes,  with  the  same  result.  The  entire  vote 
will  probably  go  against  the  scale.  The  ballots 
were  sent  to  Denver  to  be  counted  again,  and 
the  result  acted  on  by  the  union  officials. 

If  the  operators  ask  for  another  conference  it 
will  probably  be  granted  and  the  miners  will 
stay  at  work  pending  the  result.  The  proposition 
objected  to  by  the  miners  was  that  any  mine 
owner  who  is  not  satisfied  with  the  scale  can 
have  the  right  to  file  a  complaint,  whereupon  the 
mine  owners  and  the  miners  will  each  select  two 
men  who  will  select  a  fifth,  making  a  commission 
to  determine  whether  a  reduction  of  the  scale 
is  justifiable.  The  miners  claim  that  this  is  not 
fair  and  balk. 

The  sub-committee  held  a  meeting  Monday, 
but,  at  this  writing,  has  not  given  out  its  de¬ 
cision.  It  is  probable  that  the  miners  will  ask 
the  operators  to  make  another  proposition  as 
their  plan  undoubtedly  is  to  defer  action  until 
fall  if  possible,  when  lignite  is  in  active  demand 
thinking  that  the  operators  then  will  grant  them 
their  demands. 

Business  is  picking  up  a  little.  Slack  coal  is 
in  demand  and  now  a  little  bituminous  coal  is 
moving  into  Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Texas  for 
storage.  So  little  coal  has  been  stored  this 
year  that  when  trade  does  pick  up  it  will  pick 
up  with  a  rush,  and  here  is  a  prediction — cars 
will  be  scarce  and  prices  high — watch  it. 


Collecting  Data. 

On  the  strength  of  the  appropriation  made  for 
the  department  of  the  interior  by  the  last  con¬ 
gress  Michael  D.  McEnerv,  special  agent  of  the 


general  land  office  of  the  United  States,  has  put 
four  new  men  to  work  preparing  data  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  timber  and  coal  land  cases  in  which  his 
office  has  gotten  behind.  Owing  to  the  large 
amount  of  back  work  to  be  cleared  up  by  these 
special  land  offices  throughout  the  country  the 
last  congress  doubled  the  appropriation,  with 
the  understanding  that  half  of  the  appropriation 
should  be  used  in  bringing  the  work  of  the 
office  up  to  date.  For  this  purpose  Mr.  McEnery 
has  secured  the  services  of  Perry  C.  Coryell  of 
New  Castle,  Col.,  and  Charles  W.  Wells  of  Den¬ 
ver,  as  coal  experts  and  engineers,  and  of  John 
D.  Vaver  of  Redcliffe,  Col.,  and  Henry  Schwartz, 
Jr.,  of  Denver,  as  timber  scalers  and  cruisers. 

Mr.  Wells  was  for  several  years  in  the  state 
engineer’s  office  and  is  well  informed  on  Col¬ 
orado  coal  lands.  The  other  men  are  regarded 
as  experts  in  their  line  and  will  be  put  to  work 
in  the  timber  and  coal  lands  of  the  state  at  once. 


Harry  Spingler,  general  manager  of  the  Dia¬ 
mond  Fuel  Company  of  Colorado  Springs,  was 
a  Denver  visitor  last  week.  Harry  is  jobbing 
the  celebrated  Primrose  Niggerhead  coal  and 
also  exnects  to  open  a  retail  yard  at  Colorado 
Springs  this  fall. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  June  11. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  resumption  of  activity  in  iron 
production  and  allied  industries  in  the  South  has 
quickened  the  demand  for  coal.  No  other  factor 
has  been  so  helpful.  The  increased  tonnage  of 
the  railroads  is  naturally  requiring  more  coal. 
Textiles  are  still  dull,  but  from  reports  there 
must  be  increased  activity  before  long  else  there 
will  be  a  shortage  of  supply. 

The  domestic  outlook  is  promising.  With 
80  per  cent  and  more  of  the  present  capacity  of 
the  domectic  mines  contracted  up  to  October  1, 
there  seems  to  be  a  certainty  of  some  sharp 
increases  in  prices.  As  it  is  the  market  is  stif¬ 
fening  and  an  advance  is  expected.  The  tendency 
of  retail  dealers  throughout  the  south  is  to 
stock.  Prices  are  lower  than  they  have  been 
for  several  years  and  the  mines  have  the  facil¬ 
ities  both  for  mining  and  transporting  coal 
quickly.  Knoxville  yards  are  now  being  filled 
to  the  brim.  If  prices  go  up  this  fall  and  winter 
to  anything  like  what  it  has  been  in  recent  years, 
the  retailers  who  have  been  stocking  up  Jellico 
coal,  will  make  a  “killing”  before  the  flowers 
bloom  next  year. 

There  are  indications  that  the  rate  controversy 
between  the  southwestern  Virginia  mines  and  the 
Tennessee  mines  will  be  adjusted  without  the 
aid  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 
This  will  result  from  the  act  of  the  Southern 
Railway  itself.  The  coal  operators  who  have 
been  working  on  the  matter  hope  for  such  a 
settlement  and  claim  that  it  will  save  them  the 
necessity  of  any  action  against  the  railroad. 


A  New  Dump  Car. 

An  unique  invention  has  just  been  patented 
here  by  the  William  J.  Oliver  Manufacturing 
Company  which  promises  to  be  of  great  interest 
to  the  coal  trade  as  well  as  to  the  railroad  con¬ 
struction  business  for  which  it  is  principally  de¬ 
signed.  It  promises  to  revolutionize  the  unload¬ 
ing  of  flat  cars  and  save  much  money  and  time. 
Simply  stated  it  is  an  application  of  compressed 
air  to  side  dump  cars  whereby  a  locomotive 
engineer  can  unload  a  car  by  the  pressure  of  a 
lever  and  after  it  is  unloaded  by  the  same  action 
right  the  car,  all  without  the  assistance  of  a 
single  person.  The  dump  cars  of  the  old  kind 
require  a  number  of  men  to  operate  depending 
upon  their  capacity.  A  model  twenty-ton  car 
has  been  constructed  at  the  plant  of  the  William 
J.  Oliver  Manufacturing  Company  which  will  be 
put  on  exhibition  at  Atlantic  City  this  month  at 
a  meeting  of  engineers  of  construction.  W.  J. 
Oliver  has  great  hopes  of  having  this  car  adopted 
by  the  government  for  the  Panama  canal.  .  He 
has  been  manufacturing  many  of  the  cars  in  use 
on  the  canal,  but  according  to  the  old  type. 

It  can  be  conceived  that  side  dump  cars  could 
be  used  where  hopper  bottom  cars  are  now  used 
and  much  more  economically,  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  with  the  application  of  the  compressed  air 
principal  of  the  Oliver  patent. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


Conditions  Are  No  Worse  Being  Now  as 
Bad  as  Possible  River  Situation 
Is  Firm. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  June  11. 

No  change  for  the  better  is  seen  in  this  market 
this  week.  It  is  true  that  conditions  are  no  worse 
than  they  have  been,  and  any  one,  who  is  at  all 
informed,  knows  that  they  are  bad  enough.  Buy¬ 
ing  was  probably  never  known  to  be  lighter  than 
at  present.  Every  concern  that  has  free  coal  to 
dispose  of  will  bear  out  the  statement  that  it  is 
a  harder  task  to  sell  coal  now  than  at  any  pre¬ 
vious  time  in  their  experience. 

To  make  matters  worse,  collections  for  the 
coal  that  is  so  hard  to  sell  are  equally  difficult, 
and  producers  are  scrutinizing  credits  closer 
than  ever  before.  The  man  who  cannot  pay  his 
coal  bill  is  a  bad  man  to  sell  to,  and  mistakes 
of  the  past  in  selling  to  persons  who  are  known 
slow  pay,  are  not  being  made  over  again.  In 
such  times  there  is  a  temptation  to  make  a  sale 
and  take  a  chance  at  the  credit  of  the  buyer ;  but 
most  of  the  selling  agencies  have  learned  by  bit¬ 
ter  experience  that  it  is  better  to  have  one’s  coal 
unmined  than  to  sell  it  and  not  get  paid  for  it. 
Some  of  the  more  philosophical  coal  men,  see¬ 
ing  no  immediate  chance  for  improvement  in  the 
market,  are  arranging  their  vacations  earlier  than 
usual,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  common  sense 
in  just  going  away  and  waiting  for  conditions  to 
improve  rather  than  to  be  constantly  drumming 
the  over-drummed  trade. 

Collections  are  bad  not  only  from  small  dealers 
who  report  their  trade  very  slow,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  get  money  from  both  large  and  small  manu¬ 
facturing  concerns.  There  is  a  movement  on  foot 
here  to  make  prosperity  by  talking  prosperity ; 
but  it  is  like  eating  a  cracker  and  trying  to  make 
one’s  self  think  he  has  had  a  banquet.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  is,  after  all,  the  true  measure  of 
prosperity,  and  the  town  boomers  need  go  no 
farther  than  to  the  coal  men  to  get  their  true 
bearing  on  the  matter  of  returning  prosperous 
conditions.  They  are  not  here  yet,  and  they  are 
not  in  sight. 

Kanawha  splint  lump  is  generously  offered  at 
$1.00  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  though  $1.25  is 
probably  as  near  the  real  market  price  as  $1.00. 
Splint  run-of-mine  ranges  from  85  cents  to  $1.00, 
and  nut  and  slack  from  60  to  70  cents  a  ton  at 
the  mines.  Smokeless  lump  and  egg  are  a  little 
firmer  owing  to  the  light  production  and  the 
growing  lateness  of  the  season.  These  coals  are 
quoted  at  $1.60  a  ton  at  the  mines,  but  several 
concerns  are  sold  up  on  lump  and  egg  and  will 
not  accept'  orders  for  less  than  $2.00  at  the  mines 
and  for  August  or  September  delivery.  Smoke¬ 
less  run-of-mine  is  very  plentiful  at  $1.25  a  ton 
at  the  mines  and  the  demand  for  it  is  very  meager. 

The  river  situation  is  unchanged  and  firm.  It 
is  now  too  late  for  any  more  “yarding”  of  coal, 
and  the  shippers  and  dealers  who  have  coal  in 
barges  are  now  inclined  to  “hold”  their  coal  for 
a  better  demand  and  better  prices.  The  holding 
of  coal  afloat  in  barges  is  about  the  cheapest  stor¬ 
age  in  the  world.  The  charges  for  harboring 
coal  here,  aside  from  the  interest  on  the  coal  itself 
and  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  barge,  amounts 
to  only  2/  cents  a  ton  per  month.  This  explains 
why  the  river  shippers  always  try  to  have  a  good 
supply  of  coal  on  hand  early  in  the  summer  so 
as  to  be  assured  of  a  stock  through  the  summer 
and  fall  when  the  river  is  generally  too  low  for 
navigation.  They  can  hold  their  coal  four  months 
for  10  cents  a  ton.  The  range  of  river  prices 
wholesale  is  from  7  to  7j4  cents  for  Kanawha 
lump,  and  7/  for  Pittsburgh  lump  afloat  in 
barges.  The  retail  trade  of  the  city  is  at  its 
minimum. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  C.  G.  Blake  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  to  supply  the  govern¬ 
ment  building  with  3,000  tons  of  coal  the  coming 
year.  Their  bid  was  not  the  lowest,  but  they  won 
out  on  a  test  and  were  thus  given  the  contract. 

The  Gauley  Timber  &  Coal  Company  has  just 
been  incorporated  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  a 


capital  stock  of  $100,000.  J.  E.  Newcomer,  Eli  H. 
Wolff,  D.  J.  Snyder  and  J.  R.  Smith  are  the  in¬ 
corporators. 

W.  P.  Schaap  has  sold  out  his  interest  in  The 
Commonwealth  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  New¬ 
port,  Ky.,  and  has  incorporated  The  Louisville  & 
Nashville  Coal  Company.  Associated  with  him 
are  A.  A.  Busing,  G.  P.  Kerl,  Walter  Canfield 
and  Frederick  Strief.  The  general  offices  of  the 
company  will  be  in  this  city.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  new  company  is  $50,000. 


Kansas  City  Market 


Kansas  City,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — A  sort  of  public  meeting  of  coal  opera¬ 
tors  of  the  southwestern  district  is  being  held 
here  this  week  in  celebration  of  the  end  of  the 
long  mine  suspension.  Mine  owners  from  all  over 
the  district’  to  the  number  of  about  150  are  tak¬ 
ing  part.  But  pleasure  is  not  the  only  cause  of 
the  convention  as  many  executive  sessions  are  be¬ 
ing  held  in  which  matters  of  vital  interest  to  the 
members  are  being  discussed.  Today  the  opera¬ 
tors  spent  many  hours  behind  locked  doors,  re¬ 
fusing  at'  the  end  to  say  what  had  transpired  at 
the  session  other  than  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year.  James  Elliott,  of  Haileyville, 
I.  T.,  was  re-elected  president.  Three  vice  presi¬ 
dents,  as  follows :  Vice  president  at  large,  Charles 
F  Keith ;  vice  president,  district  14,  John  M. 
Plodges,  Pittsburg,  Kan. ;  vice  president,  district 
21,  William  Busby,  McAllister,  I.  T. ;  vice  presi¬ 
dent  district  25,  R.  G.  Rombauer,  Worenger,  Nev. 
Bennet  Brown,  who  has  served  so  long  and  so 
well  as  an  arbitrator,  was  again  chosen  commis¬ 
sioner.  W.  S.  Newcomb  was  re-elected  to  be 
secretary  and  J.  H.  Hibben,  of  Parson,  Kas.,  was 
selected  for  secretary  at  large. 

After  the  meeting  this  afternoon  the  delegates 
were  taken  for  a  ride  over  the  boulevards  which 
culminated  in  a  sumptuous  banquet  at  the  Elm 
Ridge  club. 

“I  consider  prospects  in  the  coal  business  ex¬ 
ceedingly  bright,”  President  Elliott'  said  last  night 
to  The  Black  Diamond  correspondent.  The  long 
suspension  at  the  mines  was  perhaps  unfortunate 
but  I  believe  that  we  won  some  very  important 
points  which  will  assure  a  better  and  a  bigger 
business  for  the  operators.” 

A  movement  is  being  started  in  Oklahoma 
against  coal  dealers  there,  the  object  being  ap¬ 
parently  to  knock  down  coal  prices.  Attorney 
General  West  has  made  himself  spectacular  by 
declaring  that  commodities  like  coal  are  public 
necessities  and  that'  the  state  should  have  the 
power  to  fix  the  prices  at  which  such  commodi¬ 
ties  should  be  sold.  The  coal  question  was  a 
plank  in  his  campaign  for  election  as  state  attor¬ 
ney  : 

“I  am  confident  that  lump  coal  in  Oklahoma 
should  not  cost  more  than  from  $5  to  $5.50  a  ton 
at  retail,”  said  Mr.  West,  “and  if  the  anti-trust 
bill  is  approved  by  Governor  Haskell  I  shall 
proceed  at  once  to  force  down  the  price 
of  coal,  and  make  it  possible  for  the  people  of 
the  state  to  have  the  benefit  of  this  reduction  in 
buying  their  coal  supply  for  next  winter.  I  am 
told  that  the  retail  dealer  receives  a  profit  of  from 
$1.25  to  $1.50  a  ton.  After  inducing  dealers  to 
consent  to  swear  in  court  that  $1.25  a  ton  is  a 
reasonable  profit,  I  shall  add  to  this  the  known 
railroad  freight  rate  a  ton.  Deducting  these  two 
sums  from  $5.50  the  result  would  be  about  what 
the  coal  operators  should  charge  for  their  coal  at 
wholesale. 

“There  might  be  operators  who  would  resist 
this  procedure  by  closing  their  mines.  This  would 
not  be  tolerated.  In  such  cases  T  would  apply  for 
a  receiver  to  take  charge  of  the  mines.  There  is 
a  big  demand  for  coal  in  Oklahoma  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  people  should  be  compelled 
to  pay  an  arbitrary  and  unreasonable  profit  to 
the  coal  operators.” 


Boston  Tonnage. 

D.  D.  Morss,  secretary  of  the  Boston  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  the  May  receipts  at  that  port: 

— Domestic — 


Anthra’te 

Bitum’us 

N.  S. 

Total 

May.  1908 . 

- 178,638 

222,581 

21,150 

422,369 

Same  mo.  last  year.  193,665 

317,591 

37,900 

549,156 

Five  Months— 
Ending  May 
1908  . 

31, 

_ 718,818 

1,061,517 

196,600 

2,176,935 

Cor.  period  last 

yr. 855, 862 

1,230,710 

222,955 

2,309,527 

Minneapolis  Trade. 

Buying  Is  Light  and  a  Coal  Shortage  May 
Again  Be  Experienced  in  the  North¬ 
western  Field. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  June  11. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — To  the  discerning  observer  who  is 
watching  every  quip  and  turn  of  the  northwest 
coal  market,  there  can  be  observed  slightly  more 
interest  in  the  situation  as  to  fall  and  winter  sup¬ 
plies  of  coal  on  the  part  of  buyers.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  a  good  crop  in  Minnesota  and 
the  two  Dakotas,  consequently  some  of  the  larger 
buyers,  who  are  obliged  to  supply  coal,  no  matter 
what  transportation  conditions  may  exist,  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  wonder  if  the  market  will  not  be  unus¬ 
ually  active  a  little  later.  They  already  begin  to 
entertain  fears  that  after  the  1st  of  September 
there  may  not  be  as  much  coal  available  from 
the  docks  as  in  former  years  and  with  a  revival 
of  business  activity,  due  to  satisfactory  crops,  an¬ 
ticipate  that  possibly  the  railroad  facilities  will  be 
inadequate  to  the  situation.  This  interest  in  the 
future  is  not  developing  into  any  large  number 
of  orders  but  here  and  there  a  dealer  is  filling 
his  bins. 

Quite  a  number  of  factors  are  at  work  which 
might  result  in  a  shortage  of  coal  in  the  north¬ 
west  next  winter.  Two  big  “Ifs”  will  stand  in 
the  wav  of  such  a  shortage,  and  these  alone  are 
the  onlv  impediments.  If  too  much  wet  weather 
results  in  rust  on  the  wheat  cron  and  prevents  the 
raising  of  a  corn  crop  then  there  will  be  hard 
times  in  this  part  of  the  country.  In  such  event 
as  much  coal  would  not  be  required  for  manufac¬ 
turing  and  other  purposes.  Tf  the  docks  begin  to 
get  coal  soon  from  their  eastern  sources  of  supply, 
they  will  be  able  to  accumulate  a  good  stock  at 
the  head  of  the  lakes,  abundant  to  meet  all  re¬ 
quirements.  If  they  wait  too  long  a  time  before 
they  begin  to  move  coal  up  the  lakes  they  will  in 
all  probability  have  no  trouble  in  securing  suf¬ 
ficient  vessel  tonnage,  but  there  may  be  great  dif¬ 
ficulties  at  the  other  end  of  the  line  in  obtaining 
a  supply  of  cars  to  move  the  coal  from  the  mines 
to  the  loading  ports  the  latter  part  of  the  season. 

Another  feature  of  general  transportation  con¬ 
ditions  which  will  have  an  influence  will  be  the 
“bad  order”  condition  of  much  of  the  equipment. 
Since  the  paralysis  of  business  last  November,  the 
roadroad  companies  have  been  making  as  few_  re¬ 
pairs  as  possible  to  their  cars  and  engines.  Freight 
cars  in  bad  order  are  found  in  plentiful .  supply 
on  some  of  the  roads,  and  if  they  continue  to 
accumulate  during  the  next  two  months  and  a 
half,  there  will  be  an  oversupply  of  them  when 
transportation  becomes  active,  with  consequent  de¬ 
lays  because  they  are  in  this  condition,  in  obtain¬ 
ing  equipment  for  transportation  purposes. 

One  feature  which  is  going  to  make  the  north¬ 
western  situation  bad  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
country  dealers  have  stocked  very  little  anthra¬ 
cite.  Usually  by  this  time  of  the  year  a  large 
part  of  the  hard  coal  has  been  moved  to  country 
line-yard  stations.  This  year,  with  prevailing 
rates  of  interest  on  borrowed  money,  these  larger 
dealers  have  refrained  from  buying  hard  coal,  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  until  September  and  Octo¬ 
ber,  when  the  tonnage  will  be  added  to  that  which 
usually  moves  at  that  time  of  the  year.  1  here  is 
a  feeling  that  this  may  have  an  influence  on  the 
general  transportation  conditions  and  increase  the 
apparent  car  shortage. 

Prices  on  Illinois  coal  remain  on  about  the 
same  basis  as  last  week.  Screenings  are  not  in 
as  active  demand  as  they  were  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago,  but  Illinois  and  Indiana  producing  com¬ 
panies  have  a  good  market  near  at  home  and 
therefore  this  has  no  influence.  Run-of-mme  coal 
from  Illinois  and  Indiana  is  freely  offered  at  $1 
and  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  mines  for  shipment  into  this 
territory.  Demand  for  prepared  sizes  is  very  light 
at  present. 


F.  M.  Wakefield,  vice  president  of  the  Zeigler 
Coal  Company,  was  in  Minneapolis  this  week,  and 
left  Tuesday  evening  for  Omaha. 
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Anti  Smoke  Campaign. 


A  meeting  of  the  anti  smoke  committee  of 
the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  was 
held  at  the  rooms  of  that  organization  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  This  took  up  many  phas¬ 
es  of  the  work,  and  it  was  decided  that,  if 
any  practical  results  were  to  be  obtained  by 
the  committee  or  by  the  committee  from  this 
association  working  with  the  city  adminis¬ 
tration  and  the  Western  Society  of  Engin¬ 
eers,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  start 
a  campaign  of  education  among  the  consum¬ 
ers. 

At  this  point  some  of  the  practical  coal  men 
who  arc  not  interested  in  the  prevention  of 
smoke  from  a  scientific  standpoint  began  to 
inquire  whether  the  education  of  the  public 
in  the  complete  combustion  of  coal  would 
not  cut  down  the  consumption  of  coal  and  con¬ 
sequently  would  not  narrow  the  market  for 
the  output  of  the  various  mines.  The  scien¬ 
tists  who  have  been  studying  this  subject  have 
been  so  much  interested  in  the  scientific  re¬ 
sult  that  they  have  not  gone  into  the  influ¬ 
ence  upon  the  coal  market.  It  happened  that 
Carl  Scholz,  president  of  the  Rock  Island 
Coal  Company,  was  a  member  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  and  in  attendance  when  this  subject  was 
brought  up.  He  is  not  only  interested  from 
the  standpoint  of  a  scientist  but  also  from  the 
standpoint  of  a  coal  producer,  and  most 
promptly  proceeded  to  answer  the  objection 
made  by  the  operator. 

He  declared  that  anything  that  would  de¬ 
crease  the  cost  of  power  would  increase  the 
consumption  of  coal.  He  was  relying,  not 
upon  experiments  in  other  fields  of  science, 
where  ample  proof  is  provided,  but  upon  his 
personal  experience  in  the  different  lines  of 
industry. 

It  was  .finally  determined  that  a  commit¬ 
tee  should  be  appointed  to  issue  a  pamphlet 
giving  exact  information  to  the  consumers  of 
coal.  It  was  designed  that  these  pamphlets 
should  be  for  free  distribution,  the  cost  being 
met  by  contributions  of  those  directly  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  education  of  the  public.  It  was 
designed  that  these  pamphlets  should  be  is¬ 
sued  by  producers  and  jobbers  of  coal  to  the 
large  consumers,  to  be  sent  directly  to  en¬ 
gineers  and  firemen  in  charge  of  the  various 
properties.  The  committee  which  is  to  com¬ 
pile  this  pamphlet  is  made  up  of  four  nota¬ 
ble  and  well-known  experts  in  the  matter  of 
coal  consumption,  namely,  Paul  P.  Bird, 
smoke  inspector  of  Chicago,  acting  for  the 
city  administration;  W.  L.  Abbott,  engineer 
in  charge  of  the  Commonwealth-Edison  Com¬ 
pany,  acting  for  the  Western  Society  of  En¬ 
gineers,  and  A.  Bement  and  Carl  Scholz,  act¬ 
ing  for  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Associa¬ 
tion. 


Briquet  Making. 

(Concluded  from  Page  12.) 
in  this  country.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
the  burning  of  the  briquet  is  the  “proof  of  the 
pudding.”  Briquets  can  be  made  by  hand 
which  have  all  the  appearances  of  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  fuel  product,  but  they  do  not  stand  the 
test  when  subjected  to  heat.  With  this  in 
mind,  the  St.  Louis  testing  plant,  after  manu¬ 
facturing  briquets,  put  them  to  actual  use,  not 
only  in  the  stationary  boiler  plant  on  the  Fair 
Grounds,  but  also  on  locomotives  of  such  rail¬ 
road  companies  as  furnished  the  coal  and  un¬ 
dertook  to  make  the  experiments  on  their  own 
locomotives. 

The  Rock  Island  system  was  one  of  the 
first  and  most  extensive  participants  in  these 
tests,  and  the  experiments  were  made  on  the 
Illinois  division  in  August,  1906,  when  a  num¬ 
ber  of  cars  of  briquets  of  various  sizes  and 
shapes  were  burned  on  locomotives  and  in 
all  branches  of  the  service  with  most  satisfac¬ 
tory  results.  The  two  main  purposes  of  these 
tests  were  to  determine  the  adaptability  of 
briquets  as  a  locomotive  fuel,  comparative  cost 
with  coal  and  the  smoke  question.  The  two 
sizes  used  were  the  English  briquet,  which  is 
brick  shaped,  seven  inches  by  4 ]/2  inches  by 
three  inches,  weighing  four  pounds,  and  the 
Renfrow  briquet,  which  is  cylindrical  in  shape, 


with  convex  ends,  weighing  one  pound.  The 
coal  used  came  from  the  mines  of  the  Rock 
Island  Coal  Mining  Company,  Hartshorne, 
Oklahoma,  and  water  gas  pitch  was  used  as  a 
binder  in  proportions  ranging  from  four  to 
eight  per  cent.  The  result  of  these  tests  was 
so  satisfactory  that  the  Rock  Island  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company  purchased  the  machine  which 
was  used  at  the  Jamestown  Exposition  and  it 
is  the  one  which  is  now  being  installed  at 
Hartshorne. 

In  order  to  determine  the  relative  fuel  val¬ 
ue  of  briquets  against  lump  coal  coming  from 
the  same  mine,  several  cars  of  lump  were 
tested,  which  indicated  that  one  pound  of  lump 
coal  evaporated  8.45  pounds  of  water,  where¬ 
as  briquets  evaporated  on  an  average  of  9.05 
pounds  of  water,  showing  an  increase  in  ef¬ 
ficiency  of  eight  per  cent.  The  lump  coal  con¬ 
tained  about  four  per  cent  of  ash  and  the  bri¬ 
quet  nearly  twelve  per  cent.  With  the  higher 
ash  content  it  will  be  difficult  for  many  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  increased  efficiency,  but  the  expla¬ 
nation  is  very  simple.  When  a  lump  of  coal 
comes  in  contact  with  a  hot  fire  it  begins  to 
crack  and  check,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
volatile  gases  pass  off  as  smoke  by  not  having 
an  opportunity  to  come  in  contact  with  suffi¬ 
cient  quantities  of  oxygen  at  the  proper  tem¬ 
perature.  The  process  in  burning  .briquets  is 
quite  different,  being  a  mass  of  finely  pulver¬ 
ized  particles,  which  are  held  together  by  the 
binder  and  densely  compressed,  there  is  but 
little  checking  upon  contact  with  the  heat. 
The  consumption  of  the  fuel  takes  place  at  an 
even  and  economical  rate.  This  condition  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  economy  as  well  as  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  smoke.  Upon  removing  a  briquet  from 
the  fire  it  will  be  observed  that  the  process 
of  combustion  has  progressed  around  all  sides 
at  an  even  rate.  It  was  also  noted  that  very 
little  ash  remained  in  the  fire  box  and  prac¬ 
tically  no  clinkers,  an  advantage  which  will 
be  appreciated  in  the  firing  of  locomotives  on 
long  runs.  It  is  believed  that,  next  to  oil, 
briquets  are  the  most  efficient  locomotive  fuel 
available. 


Waste  of  Coal  Supply. 

(Concluded  from  Page  13.) 
the  combustion  of  coal  and  consequently  is  a 
cause  for  the  waste  of  a  certain  amount  of 
our  natural  resources.  Moreover,  present 
methods  of  transmitting  power  from  the  pis¬ 
ton  to  the  machine  to  be  driven  accounts 
for  a  still  greater  loss,  and  while  the  exact 
percentages  vary  with  the  manner  of  instal¬ 
lation,  it  is  usually  found  that  they  aggregate 
about  85  per  cent  of  the  power  contained  in 
the  coal. 

The  whole  complex-  subject  is  thus  briefly 
brought  into  review  and  some  of  the  causes 
of  the  waste  of  our  natural  resources  are 
stated  and  a  part  of  their  solution  is  hinted  at. 
Discussion  here  naturally  turns  upon  the  meth¬ 
ods  which  are  devised  by  political  powers  to 
save,  for  future  generations,  some  of  this 
coal  which  is  today  being  wasted.  Giving 
full  credit  for  earnestness  and  honesty  of  in¬ 
tention  to  the  political  powers,  it  is  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  they  have  adopted  the  right 
tactics  in  getting  at  the  solution  of  this  whole 
difficulty.  The  conclusion  to  which  The  Black 
Diamond  arrives  is  that,  since  the  greatest 
loss  is  in  the  consumption  of  coal  rather  than 
in  its  production,  the  first  consideration  should 
be  given  to  the  education  of  those  who  con¬ 
sume  the  coal  rather  than  to  the  regulation  of 
those  who  produce  it.  This  suggestion  is 
made  to  the  political  powers,  and  it  is  ear¬ 
nestly  advised  that  a  commission  be  appoint¬ 
ed  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  whole  case 
thoroughly  before  any  legislation  is  attempted. 

It  is  impossible  for  The  Black  Diamond 
to  do  justice  to  this  big  subject  in  such  a  short 
space  as  is  permitted  in  one  issue  and  conse¬ 
quently  further  development  of  the  subject 
is  held  over  for  future  isues,  where  different 
phases  of  the  same  question  will  be  treated 
at  greater  length. 


The  passenger  department  of  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  railroad  deny  that  the  use  of  anthra¬ 
cite  is  to  be  discontinued  on  the  passenger 
locomotives  of  the  “Phoebe  Snow”  route. 


A  New  Pocahontas  Enterprise. 

Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  June  11. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Prominent  among  the  recent  char¬ 
ters,  and  foremost  of  the  late  incorporations 
in  the  world-famed  “Pocahontas  Belt,”  is  that  of 
the  Flat-Top  Coal  Mining  Company,  just  or¬ 
ganized,  with  main  office  at  English,  W.  Va.,  This 
company  has  acquired  a  large  area  of  the  richest 
coal  lands  in  McDowell  County,  and  will  push 
to  rapid  completion  a  big  producing  plant. 

The  officers  of  the  new  company  are :  W.  H. 
Thomas,  president ;  L.  C.  Hansbrough,  vice- 
president  ;  J.  G.  Thomas,  general  superintendent, 
and  O.  M.  Deyerle,  .secretary-treasurer.  Board 
of  directors:  W.  H.  Thomas,  pioneer  Pocahontas 
coal  operator,  president  of  Flat-Top  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany;  Edward  Cooper,  general  manager,  Mill 
Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Company ;  L.  C.  Hansbrough, 
a  prominent  Virginia  attorney,  also  president, 
The  Thomas  Coal  Company ;  W.  J.  Pritchard, 
manager,  Crystal  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  and  O. 
M.  Deyerle,  manager,  The  Flat-Top  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  names  of  all  the  officers  and  stockholders 
of  this  enterprise  are  synonomous  with  “big 
things”  in  the  coal  business,  coupled  with  many 
years  of  successful  experience  in  the  Pocahontas 
field.  A.  S.  McCreath  &  Son  of  Harrisburg,  the 
well-known  chemists,  recently  made  an  analysis 
of  this  coal,  the  result  showing  “a  coal  of  high 
calorific  value.” 

The  entire  output  of  these  mines  will  be  sold 
through  the  Flat-Top  Fuel  Company,  Bluefield, 
W.  Va.,  adding  to  their  already  large  tonnage 
of  Pocahontas  and  other  high-grade  coals. 


Delay  in  Meekers  Suit. 

New  York,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — On  Tuesday,  Judge  Ray  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  sustained  the  demurrer  in¬ 
terposed  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  suit  brought  against  it  by  Meeker 
&  Co.,  wholesale  coal  dealers,  No.  143  Liberty 
street,  New  York.  This  was  an  action  to  re¬ 
cover  damages  alleged  to  have  been  sustained 
by  the  plaintiff  by  reason  of  an  alleged  con¬ 
spiracy  and  combination  to  raise  charges  for 
the  transportation  of  coal  between  the  mines  in 
Pennsylvania  and  tidewater  ports  in  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  and  to  monopolize  trade,  fix 
prices,  etc. 

Judge  Ray  in  his  decision  said  that  the  com¬ 
plaint  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  cause  of  action.  He  allows  the  Meekers 
to  serve  an  amended  complaint  within  thirty 
days. 

The  plaintiffs  in  the  Meeker-Lehigh  Valley 
case,  who  do  business  as  Meeker  &  Co.,  brought 
action  against  the  Lehigh  Valley  Company  under 
the  Sherman  anti-trust  act  and  in  doing  so  al¬ 
leged  that  they  had  been  injured  in  their  busi¬ 
ness  and  property  by  the  defendant  company  to 
the  amount  of  $250,000,  and  demanded  judgment 
for  three  times  that  sum.  Judge  Ray  says: 
“There  is  no  suggestion  that  the  plaintiffs  pur¬ 
chased  any  coal  at  any  increased  price  because 
of  the  alleged  conspiracy  or  alleged  illegal  com¬ 
bination,  and  there  is  no  allegation  that  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission  has  examined  into 
the  matter  and  found  or  adjudged  the  rates  of 
transportation  complained  of  and  charged  by 
the  defendant  company  and  paid  by  the  plantiff 
to  be  either  illegal,  unreasonable  or  excessive. 
It  is  not  charged  that  the  matter  was  brought 
before  the  commission  in  any  way.” 


Charges  Not  Sustained. 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  June  11. — Samuel  Dixon, 
president  of  the  New  River  Company,  the  second 
largest  coal  producing  company  in  West  Virginia, 
together  with  A.  L.  Felts,  John  Wilson  and  M. 
L.  Parker,  three  employes,  were  acquitted  late 
this  afternoon  in  the  United  States  court  on  the 
charge  of  conspiracy  to  commit  an  offense  against 
the  United  States  by  holding  laborers  in  an  al¬ 
leged  condition  of  peonage. 

The  defendants  were  tried  jointly  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  tending  to  show  the  innocence  of  the  ac¬ 
cused  was  so  conclusive  that  the  jury  was  out 
only  a  few  minutes  before  returning  the  verdict 
of  acquittal.  Several  other  indictments,  charging 
the  same  defendants  with  holding  employes  in  a 
condition  of  peonage,  will  probably  be  dismissed. 
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New  York  Trade. 

Anthracite  Companies  Find  It  Necessary 
to  Restrict  Production— Bitumi¬ 
nous  Trade  Is  Quiet. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  June  11. 

June  orders  for  anthracite  are  so  light  that 
the  companies  are  being  compelled  to  restrict 
production,  several  of  the  big  companies  now  op¬ 
erating  on  half  time.  There  has  been  no  snap 
to  trade  since  early  in  May,  and,  for  the  first 
two  weeks  of  June,  business  is  the  dullest  since 
the  adoption  of  the  plan  to  sell  coal  during  the 
spring  and  summer  months  at  a  discount.  The 
coal  companies  operating  in  the  southeren  and 
middle  fields  were  the  first  to  commence  restric¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  companies  in  the 
northern  field  will  be  forced  to  shut  down  their 
operations  more  or  less  during  the  summer. 

Companies  shipping  by  the  lakes,  are  awaiting 
the  opening  of  this  trade.  The  Lake  Carrier’s 
Association  will  hold  another  meeting  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  on  Monday,  but  it  is  not  believed  that 
they  will  start  their  boats  before  the  10th  or 
15th  of  July.  Therefore  the  companies  are 
loading  for  lake  shipment  only  a  small  tonnage 
of  coal,  this  tonnage  going  into  small  boats 
when  they  can  be  secured.  It  is  beginning  to 
look  as  if  the  steel  companies  will  not  need 
to  begin  ore  shipments  from  up  the  head  of  the 
lakes  before  August  1. 

The  May  production  of  the  companies  was  the 
largest  monthly  production  ever  reported,  reacii- 
ing  6,088,116  tons,  or  93,844  tons  more  than  for 
May  1907.  All  of  the  companies  showed  gains 
except  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  and  Erie,  and 
these  companies  only  lost  a  small  tonnage  as 
compared  with  their  tonnage  of  last  May.  The 
sales  of  coal  in  May  were  not  in  proportion  to 
the  output,  and  there  is  considerable  accumula¬ 
tion  at  certain  points.  The  demand  has  sim¬ 
mered  down  so  that  only  one  or  two  of  the  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  are  in  limited  demand.  Pea  coal, 
which  has  been  scarce,  is  now  abundant,  and  is 
offered  by  most  shippers  at  a  reduction.  The 
steam  sizes  are  long,  shippers  not  finding  it  easy 
to  move  cargoes  which  come  forward  without 
orders. 

Tidewater  shipments  are  falling  off  each  week. 
Boston  receipts  for  May  were  considerably  less 
than  for  May  a  year  ago.  The  June  shipments 
will  undoubtedly  show  a  reduction,  as  last  June 
was  a  busy  month  the  New  England  retailers 
buying  heavily.  Line  trade  is  weak.  Very  little 
business  is  reported,  except  in  rare  instances 
where  some  steam  or  public  utility  plant  may  be 
taking  some  coal.  The  car  supply  is  good,  and 
no  complaints  are  being  made  on  this  score. 

As  consumers  have  been  buying  but  very  little 
coal  for  two  months,  the  companies  are  antic¬ 
ipating  a  great  demand  for  coal  commencing 
about  the  1st  of  September,  and  they  are  ad¬ 
vising  every  retailer  to  lay  in  all  the  coal  that 
he  can  take  in  during  the  summer  months.  With 
all  lines  of  trade  active  next  fall,  there  is  likely 
to  be  a  shortage  of  equipment,  and  the  companies 
will  be  unable  to  get  coal  forward  as  fast  as 
it  is  needed.  Retailers  report  that  they  are  de¬ 
livering  but  little  coal  to  consumers  now,  and 
they  urge  this  as  a  reason  for  not  making 
larger  wholsale  purchases. 

The  Bituminous  Situation. 

Bituminous  trade  is  not  active  this  week.  While 
many  operators  are  optimistic,  they  admit  it  is 
hard  to  find  much  improvement  in  condition. 
The  trouble  of  which  most  large  shippers  com¬ 
plain  is  that  they  are  not  getting  consumers  to 
take  the  coal  for  which  they  have  contracted. 
Consumers  say  they  do  not  need  it,  and  see  no 
reason  for  piling  it  up  at  their  plants.  It  is 
a  hopeful  sign,  however,  that  most  shipping 
orders  are  accompanied  by  letters  urging  prompt 
delivery.  This  is  taken  to  indicate  that  con¬ 
sumers  have  worked  their  stocks  down,  and  will 
be  in  need  of  coal  from  now  on. 

Aside  from  the  movement  of  coal  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  utility  companies,  and  to  those  lines  of  trade 
which  have  not  been  so  greatly  affected  by  the 
business  depression,  about  the  heaviest  movement 
of  coal  is  to  the  far  east  ports,  commonly  called 


the  shoal  water  ports.  With  shippers  urging  a 
movement  of  coal  to  these  points  while  the  open 
season  is  on,  and  while  vessel  rates  are  low, 
a  fair  tonnage  is  being  taken.  The  tonnage  to 
these  ports  is  below  normal  and  shippers  predict 
that  consumers  in  this  territory  will  commence 
to  order  more  fuel  about  the  1st  of  September, 
only  to  find  conditions  not  as  much  in  their 
favor  as  now.  Freight  rates  are  likely  to  be 
much  higher,  and  it  is  also  probable  that  the 
railroads  by  that  time  will  not  be  able  to  supply 
cars  as  promptly  and  as  freely  as  they  will  be 
needed. 

The  New  England  trade  generally  is  quiet. 
While  some  resumption  in  manufacturing  has 
been  seen  since  the  first  of  the  month,  the  in¬ 
crease  has  not  been  so  heavy  as  to  create  a 
noticeable  demand  for  coal.  Many  factories  were 
well  stocked  with  coal  at  the  end  of  the  old 
coal  year,  when  shippers  were  trying  to  com¬ 
plete  contracts  and  when  dealers  with  demur¬ 
rage  coals  were  offering  bargains.  They  have 
not  worked  off  all  of  these  stocks  yet,  owing  to 
the  restriction  in  manufacturing.  Coal  men 
familiar  with  this  territory  do  not  predict  any 
marked  improvement  before  fall.  Trade  along 
the  sound  is  also  very  quiet,  and  but  little  coal 
is  coming  to  the  ports  other  than  to  fill  con¬ 
tracts. 

West  Virginia  operators  have  been  disappointed 
in  the  lake  movement,  and  have  been  compelled 
to  curtail  mining.  The  demand  at  tidewater 
is  not  brisk,  but  notwithstanding  this,  somt 
complaint  is  heard  about  the  slow  time  made  by 
the  Chesapeake  Ohio.  Despite  the  slack  traf¬ 
fic,  this  road  seems  to  be  so  troubled  that  it  is 
not  getting  coal  forward  as  fast  as  shippers 
need  it.  The  bunkering  trade  at  the  southern 
ports  is  only  nominal,  while  very  little  coal  is 
going  to  off  shore  points. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  very  dull.  Ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  to  tide  are  not  heavy,  and  but 
little  coal  is  coming  to  the  ports  except  ujfcm 
contracts.  Prices  for  good  steam  coals  range 
from  $2.50  up,  with  some  grades  selling  as  low 
as  $2.50.  Slack  is  reported  as  being  some  easier, 
with  sales  ranging  between  55  and  70  cents  at 
the  mines. 

While  many  vessel  owners  are  finding  it  profit¬ 
able  to  operate  their  boats  at  the  present  rates, 
plenty  of  boats  are  available  to  take  care  of  all 
the  tonnage  offering.  From  Philadelphia  to 
Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  we  quote,  50  to 
55  cents;  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  60  to  65  cents; 
Portsmouth  and  Bath,  70  cents ;  Bangor,  70  to 
75  cents ;  Sarco,  90  cents ;  to  sound  ports,  45 
to  50  cents.  From  New  York  to  Boston  around 
the  cape,  50  cents  ;  to  sound  ports,  35  to  50  cents. 
To  Sarco,  and  common  Maine  ports,  60  to  80 
cents. 


Philadelphia  Notes. 


The  Somerset  Fuel  Company,  Somerset, 
Pa.,  has  been  incorporated  with  capital  stock 
of  $20,000.  W.  B.  Cook  of  Meyersdale  is 
treasurer. 

Some  low.  vessel  charters  are  being  made 
from  this  port.  Last  week  a  charter  for  three 
trips,  Philadelphia  to  Providence,  was  made 
at  50  cents. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  last  month 
footed  up  6,088,116  tons,  against  5,994,272  tons 
in  the  same  month  last  year.  Since  January 
1  the  shipments  aggregated  26,964,590  tons, 
compared  with  26,966,335  tons  in  the  same 
period  of  1907. 

The  Philadelphia  degree  team  of  the  Order 
of  Kokoals  will  go  to  Allentown  on  the  24th 
to  take  part  in  a  koruskation  to  be  held  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  convention  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association, 
which  will  be  held  in  that  city  on  the  23d  and 
24th. 

Officials  of  the  Temple  Iron  Company  are 
to  be  prosecuted  by  the  Luzerne  county  au¬ 
thorities  on  the  charge  of  manslaughter,  the 
accusation  being  based  on  the  recent  accident 
at  the  Mt.  Lookout  mine  in  which  twelve  men 
lost  their  lives.  The  coroner’s  jury,  after  sift¬ 
ing  all  the  evidence,  rendered  a  verdict  in 
which  they  censured  the  company  in  a  mild 
manner  for  negligence  in  allowing  a  large 
force  of  men  to  enter  the  portion  of  the  mine 
affected  by  gas  and  for  the  poor  ventilation. 


The  division  officials  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  have  started  a  series  of  tests  to  learn 
the  amount  of  coal  consumed  by  the  loco¬ 
motives  running  on  the  road  with  a  view  of 
economizing  on  the  coal  bills.  They  will  be 
conducted  through  the  use  of  men  scientifically 
trained  on  handling  engines  and  the  regular 
engine  crews. 

An  authority  on  bituminous  coal  matters 
says:  “Production  and  consumption  have  in¬ 
creased '  materially  since  January  and  Febru¬ 
ary.  March  was  a  poor  month,  however;  May 
was  a  fairly  good  month.  New  England  is 
the  brightest  spot,  with  the  west  still  back¬ 
ward.  The  interesting  feature  is  the  fact  that 
demand  is  strongest  from  the  small  consumer. 
The  large  manufacturers  are  taking  only 
small  supplies,  but  there  are  many  demands 
for  one,  two  and  three  car  lots,  stocks  being 
wanted  at  once.  The  stock  of  coal  at  the  up¬ 
per  end  of  the  lakes  is  small,  and  shipments 
will  be  a  month  late  for  general  reasons.  The 
whole  size  of  the  market  is  indicated  from  the 
fact  that  at  present  there  are  very  many  in¬ 
quiries,  while  there  were  none  a  few  weeks 
ago.” 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  June  II. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
June  so  far  has  developed  very  little  new  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  anthracite  companies,  and  the  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  coming  forward  is  much  lighter 
than  is  usual  for  one  of  the  discount  months. 

Secretary  Morss  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  reports  receipts  of  anthracite  for  Boston 
for  May,  1908,  at  178,638  tons,  as  compared  with 
193,665  tons  for  May,  1907.  Receipts  to  May  31, 
1908,  for  this  year,  were  718,818  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  855,862  for  same  period  last  year. 
Light  receipts  now  will  mean  excessively  heavy 
receipts  for  the  fall  and  winter  months,  as 
local  dealers  believe  that  there  will  be  an  un¬ 
precedented  demand  for  coal  from  all  sources 
in  the  fall.  Retailers  report  very  light  sales 
this  spring,  and  hence  they  have  no  storage 
space  for  much  coal  now  provided  they  had  the 
finances  to  make  purchases.  Even  the  well-to-do 
families,  who  usually  buy  their  winter  supply 
during  the  discount  period,  cannot  be  urged  to 
take  coal  now,  and  they  will  enter  the  fall  with 
empty  bins. 

The  bituminous  situation  has  not  brightened 
to  any  appreciable  extent.  But  few  new  sales 
are  reported  and  spot  sales  are  usually  for  very 
small  quantities.  Consumers  under  contracts  arc 
refusing  to  take  their  monthly  prorata,  and  the 
seller  is  forced  to  stop  shipments  and  restrict 
production.  Although  salesmen  are  urging  pur¬ 
chases  against  next  fall  and  winter’s  needs,  con¬ 
sumers  will  not  buy,  preferring  to  wait  develop¬ 
ments.  Sellers  are  very  much  at  the  mercy  of 
the  buyers,  and  they  are  hoping  for  a  reversing 
of  things  in  the  next  few  months.  Occasionally 
some  very  low  priced  sales  of  high-grade  coals 
are  reported,  and  it  is  pretty  generally  charged 
that  the  contract  West  Virginia  coals  are  being 
sold  on  a  basis  $2.55  at  the  Roads,  which  is  10 
cents  a  ton  under  the  circular.  A  sale  of  New 
River  was  reported  on  cars  at  Mystic  Wharf  last 
week  at  $3.18.  This  is  about  $2.47  for  the  coal 
at  Hampton  Roads.  Pennsylvania  coals  sell  at 
$2.25  up  at  Philadelphia,  taking  a  fifty-cent 
freight  rate  from  that  port.  Some  lower  prices 
are  occasionally  made  to  move  demurrage  lots. 

Vessels  are  plentiful  despite  the  fact  that  many 
of  them  are  being  tied  up  each  week.  The  rate 
from  the  Roads  ranges  around  50  cents,  Balti¬ 
more  quoting  five  cents  above  this  figure. 


News  Briefs. 

F.  W.  Pray  of  the  Garfield  &  Proctor  Coal 
Company,  spent  Tuesday  in  New  York. 

Mortimer  D.  Williams,  eastern  sales  manager 
for  Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York,  will  take 
in  the  New  England  Retail  Dealers’  excursion  to 
the  mines  next  week. 

The  fact  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  ad¬ 
vertising  for  proposals  for  three  new  steam  col¬ 
liers.  bids  to  be  received  until  July  1,  is  taken 
as  an  indication  that  the  government  is  preparing 
to  buy  the  three  colliers  now  operated  by  the 
New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Company,  in  the  coal 
carrying  trade. 
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Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  June  11. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  just  this  satisfaction  in 
the  trade  conditions  here— it  could  not  be  very 
much  worse.  Coal  can  be  had  for  almost  any 
price  down  to  actual  production  cost  and  it  is 
even  said  that  some  sales  have  gone  below  cost 
to  aid  individual  operators  in  keeping  up  their 
organizations. 

Two  weeks  ago  there  was  a  stronger  tone  to 
the  market.  The  market  has  now  weakened 
again.  Line  demand  is  poor  and  the  coastwise 
movement  is  flat  on  anything  save  old  contracts. 
Mercantile  and  manufacturing  demands  are  light. 
Even  in  the  cement  region,  which  recently 
showed  signs  of  renewed  activity,  and  which 
takes  up  considerable  slack  through  local 
agencies  there  has  been  another  decided  slump. 
There  now  seems  little  chance  of  any  great  ac¬ 
tivity  before  election. 

Southern  coastwise  business  is  particularly  flat 
because  of  the  restriction  on  the  output  -of  the 
mills,  etc.,  of  the  region.  There  has  recently  been 
a  growing  demand  for  coal  as  fuel  in  the  phos¬ 
phate  region  of  Florida,  and  the  shipments  to 
Port  Tampa  have  been  growing. 

Except  to  points  in  Mexico  not  many  charters 
are  being  announced.  The  Mexican  trade  seems 
to  be  holding  up  well.  Domestic  charters  are 
still  at  reduced  rates,  with  offerings  numerous. 
The  last  charters  were  to  Boston  at  60  cents 
and  to  New  Haven  at  50  cents. 


Notes  of  Interest. 

C.  W.  Hendley,  of  the  C.  W.  Hendley  Coal 
Company,  has  returned  from  a  trip  into  the 
south,  and  reports  general  conditions  in  the 
region  dull. 

Three  of  the  barges  of  the  Consolidation  Coal 
Company,  bound  for  Boston,  grounded  in  the 
bay  on  Tuesday,  but  were  successfully  refloated. 

Sealed  proposals  have  been  invited  for  supply¬ 
ing  the  fire  department  with  coal  and  wood.  Bids 
will  be  received  until  June  17. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— General  apathy  prevails  in  the  local  coal  mar¬ 
ket,  business  for  June  showing  no  appreciable 
improvement  over  the  transactions  of  May.  Prac¬ 
tically  no  change  has  taken  place  in  conditions 
this  week.  Line  business  is  quiet,  what  busi¬ 
ness  is  coming  to  hand  being  of  the  short-order 
class.  Nobody  appears  anxious  to  increase  stocks. 
In  some  cases  there  is  urgent  demand  for  small 
quantities,  from  some  dealer  who  has  exhausted 
his  supply,  but  in  the  main  there  appears  to  be  a 
general  inclination  to  wait  until  the  industrial 
conditions  take  on  an  improved  tone.  In  the  lo¬ 
cal  retail  trade  a  similar  condition  of  inactivity 
prevails  and  it  is  the  general  impression  that 
there  will  be  no  real  press  of  business  until  fall. 

Lake  shipments  of  coal  will  make  a  better  show¬ 
ing  than  was  anticipated,  for  while  new  business 
has  been  comparatively  light,  the  tonnage  char¬ 
tered  during  the  winter,  much  of  which  was 
loaded,  is  now  nearly  all  gone  and  the  result  has 
been  to  bring  the  record  of  shipments  up  to 
something  like  a  normal  figure.  For  the  first 
week  of  June  114,048  tons  of  coal  was  cleared 
from  this  port,  an  increase  over  the  shipments 
for  a  similar  period  last  year.  The  scarcity  of 
down  cargoes  has  prevented  many  owners  putting 
their  boats  in  service. 

Chartering  continues  light  with  the  majority 
of  the  cargoes  going  to  small  ports  at  private 
rates.  There  is  not  likely  to  be  any  appreciable 
improvement,  until  the  big  ore  carriers  are 
started.  Masters  who  have  been  waiting  orders 
from  their  employers  say  there  is  no  more  sign 
of  starting  than  there  was  a  month  ago. 


In  Bituminous  Market. 

There  appears  to  be  a  few  more  inquiries  in  the 
bituminous  trade.  The  depression  in  business  has 
had  its  effect,  at  least,  to  put  out  of  business  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  weaker  mining  companies/and  indi¬ 
cations  are  that  several  additional  properties  on 
the  line  of  the  Allegheny  Valley  will  be  forced  to 


go  into  liquidation  or  reorganization  at  an  early 
date. 

No  additional  contracts  are  being  taken  for  the 
railroad  supply,  though  several  of  the  roads  are 
purchasing  what  is  required  to  move  their  trains 
from  day  to  day.  > 


Coal  Outings. 

The  annual  coal  outing  to  be  given  by  the  E.  L. 
Hedstrom  Coal  Mining  Company,  H.  K.  Wick 
&  Co.,  Frank  Williams  &  Co.  and  Williams  & 
Peters,  represented  by  William  T.  Roberts,  will 
be  held  on  July  18.  The  outing  will  be  in  the 
form  of  a  trip  down  the  Niagara  river,  around 
Grand  Island.  These  outings  have  been  an  event 
in  the  lives  of  the  coal  men  of  Buffalo  for  six¬ 
teen  years.  Although  they  were  started  at  first 
by  a  half  dozen  friends  of  the  above  mentioned 
concerns,  the  idea  has  grown  until  today  it  rep¬ 
resents  most  of  the  large  railroad  and  mining 
interests  of  the  territory  tributary  to  Buffalo. 


Retailers  at  Buffalo. 

About  125  coal  men  from  Michigan  and  Indiana 
arrived  in  Buffalo  last  Thursday  morning,  com¬ 
ing  from  Detroit  by  boat.  They  left  later  in  the 
day  on  a  special  over  the  Lehigh  for  Wilkes- 
Barre.  From  there  they  took  a  special  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Scranton,  where  they  divided  into  two 
groups,  one  group  inspecting  the  Dickson  mine  of 
the  Delaware  &  Hudson,  the  other  group  making 
an  inspection  of  the  Hampton  mines  of  the  Lack¬ 
awanna. 

After  luncheon  they  returned  to  Wilkes-Barre 
and  later  inspected  some  of  the  mines  of  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Company.  They  returned  to 
Buffalo  Saturday  morning  and  in  the  evening 
boarded  the  D.  &  B.  steamer  for  Detroit.  They 
said  that  the  Detroit  convention  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  ever  held,  more  than  600  dealers 
a  lid  operators  attending.  Noteworthy  in  the  dele¬ 
gation  which  came  here  was  Mrs.  H.  L.  Linder, 
of  Angola,  Ind.,  the  only  Indiana  woman  coal 
member  of  the  association. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  reports  as  follows: 

The  export  coal  trade  is  still  dull,  the  only  re¬ 
cent  charters  being  the  steamer  Genfruin,  2,026 
tons  register,  Atlantic  range  to  Albany,  Australia, 
coal,  at  14s  6d,  June;  steamer  Usher,  2,350  tons 
register,  Newport  News  to  Auckland,  New  Zeal- 
land,  coal,  at  17s  6d,  June;  steamer  Mereddio, 
1,970  tons  register,  Norfolk  to  Lisbon,  coal,  at 
8s  3d,  June  (chartered  abroad),  and  steamer 
Eureka,  with  1,200  tons  coal  (part  cargo),  New¬ 
port  News  to  Genoa  12s.  There  are  a  number  of 
large  boats,  say  5,000  to  6,000  tons  cargo  ca¬ 
pacity,  available  for  caials  for  June  loading,  and 
owners  may  entertain’  recent  current  rates  for 
these  steamers  on  short  voyages  to  use  up  time, 
but  there  is  no  incentive  for  them  to  take  coals 
to  Cuba  or  Mexico  at  recent  rates,  as  business 
from  the  gulf  is  worse  than  from  the  Atlantic. 
Handy  size  boats  are  scarce  and  will  probably  be 
even  more  scarce  in  July,  but  there  may  be  an 
increased  number  during  August,  when  owners 
usually  expect  a  squeeze  in  the  market.  The  im¬ 
pression  is  that  the  demand  for  steamers  to  carry 
wheat,  cotton,  etc.,  commencing  in  September, 
with  the  increased  demand  for  tonnage  for  grain 
in  December,  will  have  the  tendency  to  advance 
the  freight  market  to  a  much  higher  level  than  is 
current  at  present. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows:  $1.20  to  $1.30  to  Havana  or  Mantanzas; 
$1.50  to  $1.70  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.45  to 
$1.50  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.45  to  $1.50  to  Daiquiri; 
$1.45  to  $1.50  to  Santiago  or  Guantanamo ;  $1.40 
to  $1.45  to  Colon;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad;  $1.60  to  $1.70  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.35  to 
$1.45  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.70  to  $1.75  to  Barbados; 
$1.25  to  $1.35  to  Kingston;  $1.10  and  p.  c.  to 
Curacao ;  $2.20  to  $2,30  to  Demerara ;  $1.65  to 
$1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.40  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.40  to 
Tampico  ($2.10  to  $2.20  to  Tampico  on  coke)  ;  11s 
6d  to  12s  to  Buenos  Ayres ;  12s  6d  to  13s  to  Ro¬ 
sario ;  13s  to  14s  to  Rio;  14s  to  15s  to  Santos; 
9s  to  9s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean, 
not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded; 
$4.20  to  $4.30  and  discharged  to  Manila ;  $4.75 
and  discharged  to  Japanese  ports. 


Retailers’  Excursion. 

Scranton,  Pa.,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  members  of  the  Eastern  and  Cen¬ 
tral  New  York  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Associa¬ 
tion  are  in  the  city  on  their  annual  excursion. 
The  party  of  180  dealers  reached  Scranton  yes¬ 
terday  afternoon  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal  Company’s  representa¬ 
tives. 

This  is  the  second  excursion  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  which  is  now  in  the  third  year  of  its  ex¬ 
istence.  The  special  train  over  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  left  Albany  shortly  after  10  o’clock 
yesterday  morning,  reaching  Scranton  at  5 :30 
p.  m.  The  members  of  the  party  spent  the  even¬ 
ing  in  visiting  the  several  summer  parks  around 
Scranton. 

This  morning  at  10  o’clock  the  members  of  the 
association  will  meet  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall 
for  a  business  session.  The  order  of  business 
will  be  as  follows:  Address  of  welcome,  Mayor 
of  Scranton.  The  following  papers  will  be  read : 
“Relation  Between  Producer  and  Retailer,”  by 
E.  B.  Ashton  of  Saratoga,  to  be  followed  by 
general  discussion ;  “The  Association  and  Its 
Work,”  by  J.  W.  Hunting  of  Glens  Falls;  “The 
Cost  of  Operation,”  by  Jesse  A.  White  of  Al¬ 
bany. 

In  the  afternoon  the  mines  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  and  Messrs.  Dickson  •&  Eddy  in  this 
section  will  be  visited.  Tonight  the  party  will 
be  tendered  a  banquet  at  the  Hotel  Jermyn  by 
the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal  Company,  at  which 
H.  G.  Dewey  of  Gloversville,  the  chairman  of 
the  excursion  committee,  will  be  the  toastmaster. 

On  Friday  the  party  will  go  to  Wilkes-Barre,' 
and  thence  to  Drifton  to  see  a  stripping  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company.  On 
Saturday  the  dealers  will  leave  Scranton,  going 
to  New  York  City  via  the  Ontario  &  Western 
as  guests  of  Messrs.  Dickson  &  Eddy.  Stops 
will  be  made  at  the  Price-Pancoast  and  Johnson 
mines,  and  at  the  Ontario  &  Western  coal  docks 
at  Cornwall-on-the-Hudson. 

J.  S.  M.  Lynch,  commissioner  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  is  to  be  complimented  for  the  interesting 
itinerary  arranged.  Together  with  the  excur¬ 
sion  committee,  composed  of  H.  G.  Dewey,  E.  B. 
Ashton,  J.  W.  Hunting  and  C.  B.  Staats,  he  has 
performed  a  herculean  amount  of  wo;-k  in  get¬ 
ting  such  a  large  party  together  from  a  terri¬ 
tory  in  which  association  work  is  yet  in  its 
infancy. 


New  England  Excursion. 

New  York,  June  11. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  final  details  of  the  excursion  of  the 
members  of  the  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  New  England  States  have  been 
announced  by  Secretary  F.  G.  Humphrey  of 
Waterbury.  The  party  will  assemble  at  the 
Central  of  New  Jersey  station  in  Jersey  City 
on  Tuesday  morning,  June  16,  where,  at  9 
o’clock,  a  special  train  will  leave  for  the  mines. 

The  first  stop  will  be  made  at  Mauch  Chunk 
at  12:30  p.  m.,  where  lunch  will  be  served. 
Here  the  party  will  be  guests  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  and  a  trip  over 
the  switchback  road  will  be  one  of  the  feat¬ 
ures  of  entertainment.  From  Mauch  Chunk, 
the  party  will  go  to  Wilkes-Barre,  reaching 
there  in  time  for  dinner.  Reservations  will  be 
made  at  the  Terminal  and  Sterling  hotels.  A 
“smoker”  will  be  held  at  the  Sterling  following 
dinner,  and  a  visit  to  “Rocky  Glen”  will  be 
made  before  bedtime. 

On  Wednesday,  June  17,  the  collieries  of 
the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes-Barre  Coal  Company 
will  be  visited.  In  the  afternoon,  the  special 
train  will  be  boarded,  and  the  run  to  Shamokin 
made.  The  night  will  be  spent  at  Shamokin, 
and  on  Thursday  the  party  will  be  the  guests 
of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Company,  who  will  show  some  of  their  “strip¬ 
pings”  in  this  section.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
the  party  will  leave  Shamokin  for  Philadelphia, 
where  the  night  will  be  spent. 

Friday,  June  19,  the  party  will  spend  in 
Philadelphia  as  guests  of  Madeira,  Hill  &  Co., 
who  will  have  special  cars  provided  to  take 
the  dealers  all  over  the  city.  At  2  o’clock  the 
party  will  leave  Philadelphia  for  New  York 
on  the  Reading,  reaching  the  metropolis  in 
time  for  the  dealers  to  take  the  Sound  boats 
for  their  homes. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Recent  Legal  Decisions. 


Corporations  Cannot  be  Created  by 
Mere  Agreement.  — A  corporation,  the 
Court  of  Appeals  of  Georgia  says  (in 
Meinhard,  Schaul  &  Co.  vs.  Bedingfield 
Mercantile  Co.,  61  Southeastern  Re¬ 
porter,  34),  cannot  be  created  by  a  mere 
agreement  between  individuals.  The 
agreement  and  association  must  be  au¬ 
thorized  and  sanctioned  by  law.  Cor¬ 
porations  are  creatures  of  the  law,  and 
can  only  come  into  existence  in  the  man¬ 
ner  prescribed'  by  law.  No  agreements 
of  the  incorporators  are  of  any  effect  in 
creating  a  corporation,  or  in  attaching 
liability  to  a  corporation,  until  a  charter 
has  been  granted  by  the  proper  authority, 
and  such  charter  has  been  accepted  and 
the  organization  of  the  corporation  per¬ 
fected.  Individual  liability  as  to  third 
parties  cannot  be  avoided  by  resolutions 
or  agreements  to  create  a  corporation, 
when  no  charter  has  been  granted.  The 
promoters  of  a  corporation  are  each  in¬ 
dividually  liable  for  debts  created  in  be¬ 
half  of  a  proposed  corporation,  unless 
these  debts  are  paid  by  the  corporation 
after  its  organization. 


No  Liability  for  Unavoidable  Loss 
Caused  Neighbors. — The  principle  that 
every  person  shall  so  use  and  enjoy  his 
own  property,  however  absolute  and  un¬ 
qualified  his  title,  that  his  use  of  it  shall 
not  be  injurious  to  the  equal  enjoyment 
of  others  having  an  equal  and  like  right 
to  the  enjoyment  of  their  property,  nor 
injurious  to  the  equal  rights  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Idaho  says 
(in  City  of  Bellevue  vs.  Daly,  94  Pacific 
Reporter,  1036),  must  always  be  consid¬ 
ered  and  applied  in  the  light  of  that 
other  principle  that  every  man  has  a 
right  to  the  natural  use  and  enjoyment 
of  his  own  property,  and  that  if,  while 
lawfully  in  the  enjoyment  of  such  use 
without  negligence  or  malice  on  his  part, 
an  unavoidable  loss  occurs  to  his  neigh¬ 
bors,  the  same  is  a  loss  without  a  wrong, 
or  that  kind  of  damage  for  which  no  ac¬ 
tion  will  lie.  The  rightful  use  of  one’s 
own  land  may  in  some  instances  cause 
damage  to  another  and  yet  constitute  no 
legal  wrong,  and  afford  the  damaged 
person  no  remedy. 


Partnership  Property,  Interests  and 
Relations. — The  property  of  a  partner¬ 
ship,  the  Supreme  Court  of  South  Da¬ 
kota  says  (in  McPherson  vs  Swift,  116 
Northwestern  Reporter,  75),  consists  of 
all  that  is  contributed  to  the  common 
stock  at  the  formation  of  the  partner¬ 
ship,  and  of  all  that'  is  subsequently  ac¬ 
quired  thereby.  The  interest  of  each 
member  of  a  partnership  extends  to 
every  portion  of  its  property.  The  rela¬ 
tions  of  partners  are  confidential.  They 
are  trustees  for  each  other.  On  the  death 
of  a  partner  the  surviving  partners  suc¬ 
ceed  to  all  the  partnership  property, 
whether  real  or  personal,  in  trust  for  the 
purposes  of  liquidation,  even  though  the 
deceased  was  appointed  by  agreement 
sole  liquidater  and  the  interest  of  the 


deceased  in  the  ultimate  distribution  of 
the  partnership  assets  passes  to  those 
who  succeed  to  his  other  personal  prop¬ 
erty.  In  the  case  of  Bovee  vs  De  Jong, 
116  Northwestern  Reporter,  83,  the  same 
court  says  that  the  full  name  of  each  in¬ 
dividual  member  of  a  partnership  trans¬ 
acting  business  under  a  fictitious  name  or 
style,  or  a  designation  that  is  obscure  as 
to  the  membership,  is  likely  to  be  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  public,  but  the  surnames 
of  two  men  constituting  a  firm  such  as 
“Bovee  &  Morfitt”  is  sufficient  in  the 
way  of  notice  to  enable  all  interested 
persons  to  easily  ascertain  the  initials  or 
Christian  names  of  the  respective  part¬ 
ners  with  whom  they  may  have  occasion 
to  deal. 


Purchase  of  Own  Stock  by  Corpora¬ 
tions. — In  England  it  seems  to  be  the 
rule  that  at  common  law  a  corporation 
may  not  purchase  shares  of  its  own 
stock.  The  objection  usually  urged  to 
such  a  transaction  is  that  by  such  pur¬ 
chase  the  corporate  funds  are  expended, 
and  no  property  is  received  by  the  cor¬ 
poration  except  the  right  to  resell.  But 
in  this  country,  while  some  states  forbid 
it,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Arizona  says 
(in  the  case  of  Copper  Belle  Mining  Co. 
vs.  Costello,  95  Pacific  Reporter,  94),  the 
better  rule  seems  to  be  that,  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  statutory  restriction,  and  where 
there  is  no  statutory  liability  on  the 
stock,  a  solvent  corporation  may  in  good 
faith  purchase  its  own  stock,  subject  to 
the  right  of  creditors,  upon  a  showing 
that  they  have  been  injured  thereby,  and 
in  some  instances  of  nonassenting  stock¬ 
holders,  to  have  such  purchase  declared 
illegal". 


Power  of  Partners  to  Buy  and  Sell. — 
In  every  mercantile  partnership  each 
partner,  the  Court  of  Appeals  o.f  Georgia 
holds  (Meinhard,  Schaul  &  Co.  vs.  Bed¬ 
ingfield  Mercantile  Co.,  61  Southeastern 
Reporter,  34),  has  the  right  to  buy  and 
sell  goods  used  by  the  partnership  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  its  business,  and 
even  when  one  is  not  in  fact  a  partner 
he  may  be  held  out  as  such,  either  by  a 
course  of  dealing  or  by  ratification  of 
acts  performed  by  him  as  an  ostensible 
partner. 


Liability  of  Agent  for  Conversion  of 
Property. — One  who  aids  and  assists  in 
the  wrongful  taking  of  chattels,  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Nebraska  holds  (in 
Starr  vs.  Bankers’  Union  of  the  World, 
116  Northwestern  Reporter,  61),  is  liable 
for  the  conversion  thereof,  though  he 
acted  as  agent  for  another. 


Assignability  of  Business  Contracts. — 
The  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina 
says  (in  the  case  of  Atlantic  &  North 
Carolina  Railroad  Co.  vs.  Atlantic  & 
North  Carolina  Co.,  61  Southeastern 
Reporter,  185),  that,  while  at  common 
law  the  rights  and  benefits  of  a  con¬ 
tract,  except  in  the  case  of  the  law 
merchant  and  in  cases  where  the  crown 


had  an  interest,  could  not  be  transferred 
by  assignment,  a  doctrine  which  Lord 
Coke  attributes  to  the  “wisdom  and 
policy  of  the  founders  of  our  law  in 
discouraging  maintenance  and  litigation, 
but  which  Sir  Frederick  Pollock  tells 
us  is  better  explained  as  a  logical  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  archaic  view  of  a  con¬ 
tract  as  creating  a  strictly  personal  obli¬ 
gation  between  the  debtor  and  credit¬ 
or,”  the  rule  in  its  strictness  was  soon 
modified  in  practical  application  by  the 
common-law  courts  themselves,  and 
more  extensively  by  the  decisions  of 
the  courts  of  equity,  and  the  principles 
established  by  these  cases  have  been 
sanctioned  and  extended  by  legislation 
until  now,  it  may  be  stated,  as  a  general 
rule,  that,  unless  expressly  prohibited 
by  statute  or  in  contravention  of  some 
principle  of  public  policy,  all  ordinary 
business  contracts  are  assignable,  and 
that  actions  for  breach  of  same  can  be 
maintained  by  the  assignee  in  his  own 
name.  There  is  an  exception,  however, 
to  the  effect  that  contracts  for  per¬ 
sonal  services  involving  a  personal  rela 
tion  or  confidence  between  the  parties 
cannot  be  assigned.  And  another, 
equally  well  established  and  well-nigh 
as  broad  as  the  rule  itself,  that  con¬ 
tracts  imposing  liabilities  or  duties 
which  in  express  terms  or  by  fair  in¬ 
tendment  from  the  nature  of  the  lia¬ 
bilities  themselves  import  reliance  on 
the  character,  skill,  business,  standing  or 
capacity  of  the  parties,  cannot  be  as¬ 
signed  by  one  without  the  assent  of  the 
other. 


Written  Contracts  Merge  All  Nego¬ 
tiations. — The  law  is  well  settled,  the 
St.  Louis  Court  of  Appeals  says  (in 
the  case  of  Grisham  vs.  National  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  109  Southwestern  Re¬ 
porter,  96),  that  a  written  contract  is 
conclusively  presumed  to  merge  all 
prior  negotiations,  and  to  express  the 
final  agreement  of  the  parties,  and  that 
a  party  to  such  a  contract  will  not  be 
allowed  to  destroy  the  value  of  his  writ¬ 
ten  contract  by  testifying  that  though 
he  signed  it  he  did  not  read  it  or  know 


its  contents.  As  has  been  said,  if  a 
party  is  induced  to  sign  a  contract  by 
fraud,  he  can  avoid  it  for  that  reason. 
But  it  is  clear  that  merely  falsely  rep¬ 
resenting  to  a  man  in  possession  of  his 
faculties  and  able  to  read  that  a  writing 
embodies  their  verbal  understanding  is 
not  the  fraud  the  law  means.  If  it  was, 
then  no  written  contract  could  stand 
against  the  assault  of  either  party.  He 
would  only  need  to  say  that  it  did  not 
contain  the  agreement ;  and,  not  contain¬ 
ing  the  agreement,  it  is  fraudulent ;  and, 
being  fraudulent,  it  cannot  be  enforced. 
Thus,  a  writing  would  be  mere  waste 
material,  and  all  stability  of  contract 
be  at  an  end. 


Signing  Without  Reading. — It  is  gen¬ 
erally,  and  the  St.  Louis  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  says  (in  the  case  of  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  vs.  flail,  108  Southwestern 
Reporter,  633)  it  believes  it  is  univer¬ 
sally  held  to  be  inexcusable  careless¬ 
ness  for  a  person  who  can  read  an  in¬ 
strument  to  sign  it  without  reading; 
and  in  such  instances  the  signer,  if  it 
is  a  negotiable  note,  cannot  defend 
against  an  action  brought  by  an  inno¬ 
cent  holder  on  the  ground  of  fraud  in 
procuring  his  signature.  If  a  man  can¬ 
not  read,  and  members  of  his  family 
are  standing  by  who  can,  it  is  as  easy  to 
have  them  read  a  paper  as  it  would  be 
to  read  it  himself ;  and  certainly  when 
he  contents  himself  with  a  partial  read¬ 
ing  by  a  total  stranger,  he  is  in  fault. 
But  the  court  does  not  say  that  in  every 
instance  an  illiterate  man  must  ask 
some  one,  other  than  the  party  seeking 
his  signature  to  an  instrument,  to  read 
it  before  he  signs  it.  In  the  case  of 
one  dealing  with  an  old  acquaintance 
and  trusted  friend  carelessness  might 
not  be  imputed  if  the  signer  was  de¬ 
ceived  by  relying  on  the  representa¬ 
tions  of  the  other  party. 


The  Fenix  Coal  Company  has  been 
incorporated  at  Portland,  Me.,  by  Clar¬ 
ence  E.  Eaton  and  F.  H.  Morrill,  both 
residents  of  Portland.  The  new  con¬ 
cern  has  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,000. 


CP  RflWMAN  MINER  and  SHIPPER 

•  Ui  DU  Will  nil  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  "LOPEZ” 

“Buck  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  JLehigh”  “Best”  «as 

“Willies  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  l>atrobe,  Gallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  PEA  LEBS’ 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  arefirst  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


Be  laware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 

SCRANTON  COAL 


8.  C.  SCHENCK, 


7  f 


Shipments  “All  Rail,”  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 

Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

When  you  buy  "SCRANTON" 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

each  invoice  from  this  office. 

IOOO-IO  Old  Colony 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


30 


THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


[June  13 


Columbus,  Ohio,  June  11. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.) — A  number  of  locali¬ 
ties  throughout  the  valley  have  presented 
quite  an  old-time  active  appearance  this 
week.  The  New  Pittsburgh  Company, 
which  is  now  loading  several  boats,  has 
been  working  nearly  three-fourths  ca¬ 
pacity.  The  Sunday  Creek  Company  has 
also  had  quite  a  good  proportion  of  its 
mines  under  operation.  This  does  not 
mean  that  anything  like  a  general  re¬ 
sumption  has  set  in,  or  even  that  the 
mines,  which  are  now  active,  will  be 
continued  at  full  capacity.  In  the  be¬ 
lief,  however,  that  lake  coal  will  begin 
to  move  from  the  Lake  Erie  docks  by 
July  1st,  there  will  be  some  constant 
movement  throughout  the  month  on  the 
part  of  lake-shipping  companies. 

Signs  of  a  loosening  up  of  the  stagna¬ 
tion  of  the  last  two  months  are  in  evi¬ 
dence  in  other  quarters,  although  the 
majority  of  the  mines  are  still  idle. 
School  contract  business  is  beginning  to 
be  a  factor,  and  quite  an  amount  of  ton¬ 
nage  has  already  been  booked  by  Co¬ 
lumbus  concerns.  Prices  compare  quite 
favorably  with  those  of  a  year  ago,  in 
some  instances,  while  in  others  compe¬ 
tition  has  developed  some  close  figuring. 
Prices  to  wholesalers  on  coal  entering 
into  such  contracts  have  been  guaran¬ 
teed  as  low  as  $1.10  for  lump,  f.  o.  b. 
at  mine. 

Very  little  Hocking  lump  is  being  pro¬ 
duced  and  quotations  on  current  busi¬ 
ness  average  about  $1.25.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  splint  coals  are  still  coming  into 
this  market  at  $1  and  a  little  better. 
Stocking  is  not  very  heavy  even  at  these 
attractive  prices.  Dealers  seem  to  have 
forgotten  that  there  ever  was  such  a 
thing  as  $1.50  and  $2  coal,  or  at  least  be¬ 
lieve  that  present  prices  will  continue 
indefinitely. 

Hocking  mine-run  is  selling  at  $1  and 
$1.05  on  small  orders.  Good-sized  con¬ 
tracts  for  early  delivery  are  taken  be¬ 
low  these  quotations.  Yearly  contracts 
touch  top-notch  at  $1.15.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  run-of-mine  showed  evidence  of 
taking  a  brace  last  week,  and  sales  were 
reported  at  as  high  as  90  cents,  but  some 
very  low-priced  business  has  been  in 
evidence  within  the  last  few  days.  West 
Virginia  nut,  pea  and  slack  can  be  had 
for  60  cents.  Practically  none  of  the 
Hocking  product  is  on  the  market. 

The  Columbus  retail  market  is  ex¬ 
tremely  dull  and  will  not  find  relief  in 
public  buildings  and  consumers  of  splint 
and  Pocahontas  taking  on  stocks  for 
some  weeks  to  come.  Prices  on  domes¬ 
tic  lump  are  still  held  at  $3.25  for  Hock¬ 
ing  and  $3.75  for  West  Virginia. 


Sunday  Creek  Company. 


chosen  as  head  of  the  organization,  but 
his  duties  will  be  filled  by  Vice  President 
Weitzel.  W.  R.  Woodford,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company, 
takes  the  vacancy  on  the  board. 

At  a  meeting  this  week  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company  the 
election  of  Mr.  Field  was  confirmed  and 
he  was  also  made  a  member  of  the  board. 
There  will  probably  be  no  further  .de¬ 
velopments  until  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  which  takes 
place  in  Jersey  City,  on  June  28.  The 
future  policy  of  the  corporation  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  determined  by  action  taken 
at  that  time. 


Briefs  and  Personals. 


F.  J.  Laubis,  retail  dealer  of  Hepburn, 
Ohio,  was  a  visitor  to  Columbus  on 
Tuesday  last. 

C.  B.  Graham,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
whose  operations  are  at  Graham  mine, 
of  that  state,  was  in  Columbus  on  Sat¬ 
urday  last. 

J.  F.  Russel,  sales  agent  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  made  a  trip  to 
Cincinnati  and  other  Southern  Ohio 
points  this  week. 

William  Jobs,  president  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Mining  Company,  Nelsonville,  Ohio, 
dropped  into  Columbus  from  Chicago  on 
Wednesday  of  this  week. 

The  Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has 
procured  the  Piqua  public  school  coal 
contract  on  Hocking.  The  business 
amounts  to  about  1,000  tons. 

E.  H.  Herr,  the  well-known  Dayton, 
Ohio,  dealer,  was  in  Columbus  this  week 
attending  the  convention  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 

Roy  Wiklermuth,  formerly  a  Colum¬ 
bus  police  judge,  but  now  private  secre¬ 
tary  to  Edward  Johnson,  of  the  Lorain 
Coal  &  Dock  Company,  has  removed  his 
family  to  Cleveland. 

F.  M.  Wallace,  treasurer  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company,  paid  a  business 
visit  to  the  offices  of  the  New  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company  in  this  city  on  Monday. 

The  Hocking  Valley  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  announces  that  it  now  has  all  its 
hoisting  machinery  on  the  Toledo  docks 
working.  It  is  expected  that  they  will 
be  kept  going  from  now  until  the  close 
of  the  lake  season. 


Officials  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany  continue  to  deny  that  any  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  for  merging  its 
interests  with  that  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Company,  but  it  is  admitted  that 
some  sort  of  an  agreement  between  the 
two  big  concerns  is  not  among  the  im¬ 
possibilities.  The  local  coal  trade  was 
much  interested  in  the  article  in  last 
week’s  Black  Diamond,  giving  the  phil¬ 
osophy  of  the  situation.  W.  K.  Field, 
the  newly-elected  president  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Company,  came  to  Columbus 
on  Saturday  and  returned  again  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh  early  in  the  week.  He  will  take 
hold  of  his  duties  here  on  the  15th.  On 
Monday  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of 
the  New  Pittsburgh  company  his  resig¬ 
nation  as  president  and  director  was  ac¬ 
cepted.  No  successor  to  Mr.  Field  was 


Charley  Binns,  secretary  of  the  Capital 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  convention  of  Ohio  Knights 
of  Pythias,  which  met  here  this  week. 
He  presented  a  fine  equestrian  figure  as 
he  moved  up  High  street  at  the  front  of 
the  parade  on  Tuesday. 

Frank  Koelme,  the  popular  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  sales  agent  of  the  C.  M.  An¬ 
derson  Coal  Company,  was  the  only  Co¬ 
lumbus  coal  man  who  accompanied  the 
Michigan  and  Indiana  dealers  to  the  an¬ 
thracite  fields,  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  Detroit  convention.  He  reports  a 
very  pleasant  and  profitable  trip.  • 

The  New  York  Central  lines  contract, 
amounting  to  about  1,000,000  tons,  has 
come  back  to  the  Hocking  valley.  Last 
year  it  went  to  Eastern  Ohio,  because 
operators  in  this  district  were  enjoying 
a  more  profitable  business  and  did  not 
care  to  consider  it.  The  tonnage,  it  is 
understood,  will  be  divided  among  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  large  producers,  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company  taking  the  bulk  of  it. 
The  reputed  price  is  90  cents.  There  is 
some  talk  of  a  coal  war  between  the  two 


fields  growing  out  of  a  rivalry  in  secur¬ 
ing  railroad  business.  Eastern  Ohio 
operators  complain  that  the  Hocking 
valley  is  taking  advantage  of  them  in 
this  matter  and  threaten  to  reduce  their 
own  prices  from  $1.10  to  $1.15  for  run- 
of-mine  to  95  cents.  It  is  said  that  some 
of  the  independent  concerns  will  an¬ 
nounce  this  reduction  within  a  few  days. 

The  Ohio  Railroad  Commission  has 
given  the  railroads  of  the  state  authority 
to  further  extend  the  period  of  non¬ 
demurrage  on  lake  coal  until  August  1, 
if  they  desire  to  do  so.  This  is  to  give 
producers  opportunity  for  loading  cars, 
while  guaranteeing  that  they  will  not  be 
caught  for  service  on  cars  on  track 
should  the  vessel-owners  not  furnish 
sufficient  boats. 


Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  nut,  pea  and 
slack,  the  Columbus  Railway  &  Light 
Company,  which  consumes  250  tons  per 
day,  has  placed  natural  gas  under  its 
boilers,  to  be  used  in  generating  part  of 
its  power,  allowing  it  to  store  enough 
of  its  coal  supply  to  provide  against  any 
possible  emergency.  When  the  market 
is  in  a  normal  condition  again  coal  will 
be  burned  exclusively,  as  it  is  a  cheaper 
fuel  than  gas. 


Min*  31.  - Shafer  Mine 


New  York  Coal  Co. 


General  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treaa. 

Detroit  Olllce:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  Vlce-Pres. 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader: — “Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


New  Incorporations 


The  state  headquarters  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  report  that  all  sub-dis¬ 
tricts  in  Ohio  have  now  signed  up  on 
local  conditions  for  the  next  two  years. 
Eastern  Ohio  was  the  last  to  reach  an 
agreement.  The  terms  of  the  contract 
differ  in  some  particulars  from  that  of 
the  Hocking  district.  The  miners  lost 
out  on  their  stand  to  compel  payment 
for  loading  “bug  dust.”  This  was  due 
in  part  to  the  precedent  which  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  the  No.  8  field  some  years 
ago,  when  no  compensation  for  this  ser¬ 
vice  was  allowed,  and  the  operators  stood 
firm  against  any  change.  The  “bug 
dust”  in  Eastern  Ohio  has  a  market 
value  and  has  always  been  removed  from 
the  mines.  The  same  product  in  the 
Hocking  valley  is  practically  valueless 
and  has  never  been  loaded.  Recent 
amendments  to  the  mine  inspection  laws 
now  require  it  to  be  taken  out  as  a 
safety  precaution.  While  only  one-half 
cent  per  ton  is  allowed,  this  amounts  to 
a  considerable  sum  in  the  aggregate.  It 
is  estimated  that  it  will  cost  the  largest 
producing  company  in  the  valley  $17,000 
a  year.  As  a  compromise  on  this  ques¬ 
tion  the  penalty,  clause  which  appears  in 
the  Hocking  valley  contract  compelling 
a  fine  of  $50  in  each  case  where  a  miner 
violates  the  working  agreement,  was 
waived  in  the  case  of  the  Eastern  Ohio 
employes. 


The  Cleveland  Coal  &  Land  Company 
has  been  incorporated  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  by  Francis  A.  Brodbeck  and 
others.  The  capital  stock  of  the  concern 
is  $30,000. 

The  Donahue  Coal  Company  has  been 
organized  to  open  a  new  coal  mine 
about  two  miles  north  of  Viola,  Iowa 
T.  J.  Mills  is  general  manager  of  the 
concern,  T.  O.  Healey  is  president  and 
Robert  Mills  is  secretary. 

The  W.  S.  Ware  Coal  Company,  of 
Independence,  Ky.,  has '  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000.  The 
incorporators  of  the  company  are  W.  S. 
Ware,  Fred  Mackey,  M.  C.  Haight  and 
others. 

'fhe  Osage  Coal  Company,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $400,000  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Chicago  with  general  offices 
in  the  Rookery  building.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  mentioned  are  W.  W.  Dixon,  D. 
H.  Mann  and  W.  S.  Jameson. 

The  Van  Wyck-Thorne  Company,  of 
Hudson,  was  incorporated  recently  at 
Hudson,  N.  Y.,  for  the  purpose  of  hand¬ 
ling  coal  at  both  retail  and  wholesale. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  new  concern  is 
$8,000  and  the  incorporators  are  James 
P.  Van  Wyck,  C.  M.  Thorne  and  A.  P. 
Van  Wyck. 

The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  to  conduct  a 
general  coal  business  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
The  company  is  capitalized  at  $50,000 
and  the  incorporators  are  W.  P.  Schaap, 
A.  A.  Bising,  G.  P.  Kerl  and  Walter 
Canfield. 

The  Hackett  Coal  Company  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$10,000  to  conduct  a  general  wholesale 
and  retail  coal  business  at  Hackett,  Ark. 
The  incorporators  of  the  new  enterprise 
are  E.  W.  Hoffman,  J.  M.  Spradling 
and  W.  W.  Hoffman. 


The  Dooley  Coal  Company  of  Peoria, 
Ill.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $25,000.  This  amount  is  di¬ 
vided  into  shares  of  $100  each  and  is 
held  by  James  B.  Dooley,  Richard  A. 
Dooley,  Edward  J.  Dooley  and  one  or 
two  associates. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg _ 35 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Moderewell,  C.  M.,  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  5 
Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  0 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  5 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St . 10 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  5 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  45 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  37 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  45 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn 

St .  44 

Hedstrom,  E.  L.,  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  3 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  9 
Hesser,  J.  T.,  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. ...  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  7 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  9 
New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . 39 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  41 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  10 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St .  2 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  45 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg...  6 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  Coal  Co.,  215  Dear¬ 
born  St .  10 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. .  29 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  6 

Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  9 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. ...  3 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg...  4 
Williams  &  Peters,  216  Dearborn  St....  2 

Peoria, — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  8 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  8 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  8 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  5 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 


Monoghahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke....  41 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 


Co .  41 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore— 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  T 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  45 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St.  7 
Castner,  Curran  k  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  k  C.  Co.,  36  Con¬ 
gress  St .  38 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St .  2 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  A  Iron  Co., 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  6 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  k  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit —  M1CHIQAV  ■ 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  36 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  37 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  S 

Sundsv  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Bldg .  3 

Escanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  9 

MINNESOTA. 

Duluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  8 

D. .  L.  k  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  37 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  41 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. .  45 


PACE 


St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  10 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . . .  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 


MISSOUBL 

St.  Louis — 


Smokeless  Fuel  Co..  Commercial  Bldg. _  6 

NEW  YOBZ. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg . 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  45 

Williams  &  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 

New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  39 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  39 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  37 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  . 7.  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  39 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  33 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway. _ 32 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  1  Broadway .  39 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co .  4 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  6 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  6 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  6 

Williams  &  Peters.  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York .  10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co..  Gridley  Bldg...  10 
Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co .  35 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg...  37 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  39 

Howard  Colliery  Co . 6 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  36 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co...  41 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  37 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  6 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  4 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  4 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg..  6 
Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  41 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg. .  37 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  30 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  2 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  30 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  t 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  39 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg..  37 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  29 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Philadelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  39 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  37 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg . .  39 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  39 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg  .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 


Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  io 

Penn.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal .  45 

Peale.  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  &  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  g 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  g 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co _ 41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  6 

Plttston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  29 

Phillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mauch  Chunk — 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Frovidence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmclz 

Bldg  .  38 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  Co  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co....  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  37 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 
Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  5 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  37 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Charleston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Hugheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  39 

llurmonil — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co .  38 

Ward — 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Co .  40 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  9 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  9 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co . 41 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  8 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  41 
Penna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave.  41 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  9 

Superior — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

Washburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

DISTRICT  OY  COLUMBIA. 

WTshington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirteenth 

St . . .  7 

Philadelphia  k  Reading  C.  k  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg . 45 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  %flt  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  st.,  E .  38 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Cbesa.  &  Ohio  C.  k  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane  .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  S 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

PAOI 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  45 
Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 

Boilers — 

Kewanee  Boiler  Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill . 


Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines, 

Iowa  .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

_  .Iowa  .  33 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  34 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  36 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis’.  34 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Coal  Cutters. 


Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago. .  2 

Coal  Handling:  3Iachinery. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Co.,  St.  Louis .  47 

Dodge  Coal  Storage  Co.,  Philadelphia _ 33 

Hayward  Company,  New  York .  3» 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia .  35 

^oal  Mining  Machinery, 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  4" 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge 

Mass . 40 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago!!!!  2 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  45 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co..  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  46 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago . 


Coal  Washing’  Machinery, 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Link  Belt,  Chicago . 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago . 

Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Crossings  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio _ !!.! 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago . 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass . 


45 

42 

35 


42 

42 

34 

45 

42 

35 

40 


Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 
Chicago  . 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 
Penn  Station,  Pa . ’ 

Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago . 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 

Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Molly.  Co.,  Cleveland _ 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind. 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. . . ! 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . !!! 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago . 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass . 


44 

45 
42 


42 

47 


45 

48 

2 


42 


46 

32 

38 

45 

48 

42 

35 

40 


Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  43 

Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  33 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  32 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa _ 3S 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill _  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Ottumwa, 

Iowa  .  90 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis!  34 
Frogs. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Hoisting  Towers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 43 
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Advertisments  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order  is  £iven 
for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20 per  cent  will  be  allowed.  Cash 
or  stamps  must  accompany  order. 


SEALED  PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL. 
..WANTED — Sealed  bids  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  yearly  supply  of  coal 
for  the  City  of  Berwyn,  Ill.,  said  bids 
to  cover  Carterville  lump  coal,  6x3, 
or  coal  equally  good  in  quality,  to  the 
amount  approximately  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  (800)  tons;  to  be  delivered  on 
board  cars  on  Illinois  Central  tracks 
at  the  pumping  station  in  Berwyn  at 
such  times  and  in  such  quantities  as 
may  be  ordered  by  the  properly  con¬ 
stituted  authorities  of  the  City  of 
Berwyn.  Contract  for  same  to  ex¬ 
pire  July  1,  1909.  Bids  to  be  opened 
June  16th,  1908.  William  S.  Dolbey, 
city  clerk. 

WANTED — Position,  by  competent 

mine  manager,  Illinois  certificate.  Can 
give  best  of  references;  desire  posi¬ 
tion  where  economical  operation  is 
appreciated.  Address  Box  99,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 
reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best.  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

FOR  SALE — A  producing  cannel 

coal  mine  on  main  line  of  railroad, 
four  feet  thick,  as  good  cannel  as 
ever  came  from  the  earth,  now  get¬ 
ting  a  car  a  day,  can  be  increased 
without  any  outlay,  cost  60c  a  ton 
to  mine  it  and  brings  $2.50;  also  the 
mineral  rights  by  deed  on  2,500  acres 
that  has  three  feet  cannel  and  four 
feet  bituminous,  also  lays  in  this 
county,  and  is  within  two  miles  of  a 
new  railroad  now  being  graded;  price, 
including  both  properties,  $5,000;  a 
bargain.  Address  P.  O.  Box  22,  Can- 
nel  City,  Ky. _ 

FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  prop¬ 
erty  located  in  eastern  Ohio,  about  2,000 
acres  best  Pittsburgh  No.  8  vein,  conven¬ 
iently  located  so  it  can  be  worked 
from  three  different  openings  on  three 
different  railroads,  two  openings  hav¬ 
ing  already  been  made  and  the  prop¬ 
erty  could  be  producing  from  2,000  to 
3,000  tons  in  a  very  short  time.  Price 
and  terms  right.  If  interested,  ad¬ 
dress  Box  98,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

EXPERT  SECRET  SERVICE 

operative,  speaking  all  continental 
languages,  especially  skilled  in  min¬ 
ing,  is  open  for  engagements.  Ad¬ 
dress  box  90,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  as  mine 

manager,  or  foreman,  by  capable  and 
experienced  man.  Thoroughly  up-to- 
date  in  the  economical  handling  of  a 
mine.  Understand  both  long  wall  or 
room  and  pillar  .systems.  Diplomatic 
in  handling  men.  Sober  and  ener¬ 
getic.  Address  Box  96,  care  of  Black 
Diamond 


A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  lands  in  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  Illinois,  2,000  acres,  10-foot 
vein,  on  railroad;  will  sell  portion  or 
all  on  terms,  or  will  lease  on  royalty. 
Address  Box  93,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 

POSITION  WANTED— As  super¬ 
intendent  of  coal  mines.  Twelve  years’ 
experience  as  such.  Technical  educa¬ 
tion.  Successful  record.  Best  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  82,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Connection  by  Chica¬ 
go  jobber  (Bradstreet  rating  $50,000 
to  $75,000)  with  operating  company 
in  Williamson  or  Franklin  counties; 
also  in  central  Illinois  on  I.  C.,  Wa¬ 
bash  or  C.  &  E.  I.  Rys.  Address  Box 
3,  care  The  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  chief  clerk 

or  assistant  to  manager,  by  a  young 
man,  experienced  in  office  details, 
bookkeeping,  credit  man,  correspond¬ 
ent,  reconsigning  as  to  points  in  Chi¬ 
cago  switching  district,  and  handling 
of  railroad  claims.  Address  Box  2, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


FANS  FOR  MINES. 

HOISTING  AND  HAULING  ENGINES. 

Thousands  of  satisfied  users 
testify  that  this  is  the  fan  that 
uniformly  gives  the  maximum 
of  paying  results. 

High  efficiency  without  high 
speeds.  Moderately  low  cost. 

Substantially  built  for  actual 
business.  No  break  downs. 

Tell  us  where  you  are  and 
we’ll  show  you  one  near  you. 

Established  Thirty-Nine  Years. 

- -  CATALOG.  ■ 

CRAWFORD  & 
McCRIMMON  CO. 

BRAZIL,  INDIANA,  U.  S.  A. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Bujjalo.,  N .  Y.,  or  at  Dayton,  O. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Eailroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  fcur  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhorn  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  infoimation  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  'I 


CHARLES  8.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEY  GEO.  A.  McILROY 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sole  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  GOAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.’s 

Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

t  Broadway,  NEW  Y ORK 
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3  BRIDGE-TRAMWAYS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  coal-storage  system  (alternating  current  control)  installed 

for  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Superior,  Wis.  Plant  also  includes 
two  Locomotive-Cranes  and  two  Movable  Screening  Towers  with  conveyors. 

WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block. 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr..  President  D.  SINCLAIR.  G«n’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

'of  MARYLAND 
MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OB' 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Cas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  &  420,  17  Ba-ttery  Pla.c»,  ...  NEW  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Ott  um  wa 

Loaders 

Economical  to  operate. 

Saves  labor  of  from  4  to  15  men. 

Load  cars  to  maximum  capacity. 

Take  care  of  largest  mine  output. 

Less  breakage  than  by  hand  loading. 

Absolutely  reliable  and  built  exceptionally 
heavy  to  insure  greatest  strength. 

Have  a  car  puller  attachment  strong  enough 
to  pull  a  long  string  of  loads. 

The  above  are  some  of  the  features  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  buying  a  loader. 

Write  us  today. 

-~^=  We  manufacture  Stevens  Centrifugal  Mine  Fan  -  - 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Company 

Main  Office  and  Factory  rrawphfq  1  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent 

OTTUMWA.  IOWA  bkainliils  j  HOUSTON,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agt. 


Ottumwa  Loader  used  by  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Wyoming,  N.  Y. 

Over  300  ir\  Use 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


34 


[June  13 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Buda  Jacks 

56  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
i  to  y 5  tons 

By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


MINE  RAILS 

12  -16-20  LB. 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


RAILS 

NEW  RELAYING 

M.  K.  FRANK 


PITTSBURGH 


RAILS 


FOR  SALE 


CHOICE 


R  E-LAY  I N  G 


30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

(and  other  weights '.  Also  new  12  lb  , 
16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb  .  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 
45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  ai,d  where  you 
want  them  deliveied.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

^■We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  «nd  FROGS. 


FOR  SALE 

ioo  second  hand  mine  cars,  in  good  re¬ 
pair.  45  inches  wide,  66  inches  long,  42 
inches  high,  lor  a  26  inch  track  gauge. 

CLOVER  LEAF  niNINQ  CO. 
Coffeen,  III. 

FOR  SAEE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

READ  OUR 

WANT  COLUMN 

ON  PAGE  30 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboats 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy.  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co.,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEPT. 

PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 

TO  ADVERTISERS 

FOR  SALE 

Two  Westinghouse  mine  locomotives,  one 

8  ton  and  one  13  ton,  40  in.  gauge  500 
volts  with  extra  armature  and  reserve  set 
wheels  and  axles.  One  Jeffrey  electric 
low  vein  coal  cutting  machine  500  volt. 

All  the  above  in  good  working  order  and 
bargain  prices  will  be  made. 

I.  T.  HUFF,  Humbert.  Somerset  Co.,  Pa 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  £  Co.  Philadelphia 

RARE  BARGAINS 
irv 

RAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

wtT  *2ELNlCKER"Sucpop!y 

in  St  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists  7 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

▼  STEEL 

1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENELOADINC  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARCE  WEIGH  PAN 

pat.  they  all  save  money 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPOBLIC  BlDC. ,  Cleveland,  O. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  .  LOUI 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co  ,f  141  Broadway,  New  York 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  a.11  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Write  to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

“The  JD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Detroit" 

Lubricator  tr! 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

Over  900,000  in  ; i  Epm  , 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

Catalog  Free. 

BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 

IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 

Detroit  Iubricator  Company, 

.  . 

DETROIT,  U.  S.  A. 

Continued  from  page  31. 
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Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Locomotives. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass  .  40 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago....  2 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co .  34 

Ziarries  (Coke). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Lubricators. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Co.,  Detroit .  34 

Mining  Machines  (Electric). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mine  car  Hitching*. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis 

Mo .  47 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa . ■ .  47 

Mine  Wheels. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  47 

Motors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago .  2 

Prospecting  Machinery. 

Cyclone  Drilling  Machinery  Co.,  Orr- 
vilie,  Ohio . . . 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Pulverizers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Pumps. 

lioyts,  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa....  38 

Cook,  A.  D.,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind .  40 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Pumps  (Mine), 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Rails.  , 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  32 
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Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  34 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis. .  34 
Roofing — 

Barrett  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  33 

Scales. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa .  46 

Screens  (Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  35 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa..  36 

Screens  (Yard). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  35 

Shafting. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  47 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Trucks> 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  47 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Weigh  Baskets. 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Wheels. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 
Wire  Rope. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis..  47 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa .  46 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co .  34 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


A  LINK-BELT  RETAIL  GOAL  POCKET  IS  A  GUARANTEE  OF  PROFIT 


1,000-ton  pocket  erected  for  Heffner  &  Pillion,  Sheepshead  Bay,  L.  I. 
Capacity  of  machinery,  40  tons  per  hour. 


because  it  raises  the  system  of  the  yard  to  the 
highest  point  of  efficiency  and  economy — 21c  a 
ton  is  saved  over  old  methods  of  handling,  and 
desired  storage  capacity  obtained.  Investigate. 


Link-Belt 

Company 


PHILADELPHIA 

NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 

SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


CHICAGO 

PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 

DENVER 

Lindrooth,  Shubart  (Sl  Co. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 

NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


1 


The  Coal  Dealers’  Blue  Book 

Contains  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 
Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 
Coal  ana  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

Por  Details  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN  COMPANY 

Pennsylvania  Building  324  Dearborn  Street 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO 


For  The  Ambitious  Clerk 

Bookkeeper,  or  other  employe  who  wants  to  get  on  and  can  see  that  to  do  it  now  he 
must  study  business  as  was  never  required  before,  the  magazine  “BUSINESS  AID,”  112 
Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  is  almost  indispensable.  It  gives  in  a  nutshell  important  busi¬ 
ness-world  news,  principles,  points  on  methods,  experiences  of  leaders,  the  fundamentals 
of  advertising,  and,  above  all,  the  cream  of  what  the  courts  are  deciding  that  must 
control  future  transactions,  etc.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  If  you  are  in  earnest 
— mean  business — send  for  it  today;  stamps  or  silver.  Every  business  man  should  read 
“BUSINESS  AID.”  No  young  man  can  afford  to  be  without  it. 


1st  National  Bank  Bldg.  THE  C*  Ca  BLAKE  COAL  COKE  COa  oSciioifySidg. 

NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 

KANAWHA  SPLINT  PirH1MlnNn  VA  NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
and  GAS  COAL  Ebel  Bldg.  COKE  J 

"  . .  ■  . .  . :  •  » 

Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 


Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  5ales  Agt. 

1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 

1228  M  jestic  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sates  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

W.  M  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 

ISLAND  CREEK” 

R.  S.  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager  ~wr 

Mercantile  Library  Building  m  I  v 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  ^ ^  “  w 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.  ration 

From  Ihe  model  mines  of  the  United  States  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Balden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  loot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  (,  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  ol  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

—  WRITE  FOR  PR  ICES- 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office.  No.  1  Broadway.  New  York  Branch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


MR.  WHOLESALE  COAL  DEALER 

Branch  Offices-NEW  YORK,  PITTSBURG.  CINCINNATI,  COLUMBUS. 


Have  you  a  friend  in  the  retail  coal  business?  Ask  him  the  name  of  the 
coal  paper  he  reads.  Ask  the  purchasing  agent  of  any  large  manufac¬ 
turing  concern  the  same  question.  The  answers  you  will  receive  should 
result  in  our  getting  an  inquiry  for  advertising  rates. 

Address,  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

Old  Colony  Building,  CHICAGO 


Advertising  serves  to  introduce  salesman  to  customer — If  your  salesman  calls  upon  a  man  desired  as  a 
patron  and  finds  that  the  latter  knows  your  coal  or  machinery  through  your  advertising,  he  stands 
a  far  better  chance  than  he  would  if  the  advertising  had  never  been  seen. 


Ask  your  salesman  if  he  does  not  think  an  advertisement  in 
THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  would  help  him  with  his  trade. 


rvTnrvrrrvnnnrunrvTnnrvnrinrvvTrvTnr^ 

U _ 

STEEL  SCREEN  BARS,  ALL  SIZES  IN  STOCK 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co. 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment 

Let 

Us 

Submit 
Plans 
and 

Estimates 

Wheel  with  steel  cap. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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HR 

THE  STANDARD  A 

^SMOKELESS/ 

OF  EXCELLENCE  Q 

SYMBOL  OF 

U  A  L  I  T  Y 

mgBLi 

Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  THE  STANDARD 

FOR  GRADING  ALL  STEAM  FUEL 

liilip 

C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 

Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 

Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

POCAHONTAS 

Trade  Mark  Registered 

Branch  Offices  C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  NY  MAIN  OFFICE:  ARCADE  BLDG. 

Citizens  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va.  •*  oattt'tt  4  c>ttt  o'T' d i? 

Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  III.  101  xl  KEr.  1 , 

50  Congress  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Branch  Offices 

Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Terry  Building,  Roanoke,  Va. 

European  Agts. — Hull,  Blyth  &  Company 

4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 

JUDD  STEWART,  Pres.  WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 

71  Broadway,  New  York  Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


trade  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  * 

PINEY  FORK 


HUNTER  W.  FINCH  COAL  CO. 

Security  Bank  Building; 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

■  BUILDING  CHICAGO 


THE  POWHATAN  COAL  CO. 

Nicholas  Building 

TOLEDO,  OHIO 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  wWM  t 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnate  and  Foundry  Use. 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

A^riMTC  AT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS 

ALatLlN  I  O  A  I  Toledo  Detroit  erie  buffalo 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


MB'  A  A  P  A  IT  I  c  O  A  I  BQ  **  A  M  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
V  ll  C  OM  r  ADLC  OALLOlvIAN  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  it’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1155  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vtce*Prest»  and  Gcn’l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 

(Established  I860) 

S5E7-1  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Geauine  Ced&r  CrOV6> 

Cincinnati^  Ohio 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advi  rtisers. 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 


Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 


THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 


We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 


The  Hayward  Company,  50  Church  st.,  New  York 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 


New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 


Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices  : - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, V A.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  618  Marquette  Bldg 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St 


Bldg,  ft  I 

’E  l| 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


Iron 

Works 


BUILDER8  OF  LATEST  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


YOUGH  STEAM  PUMPS 

.  MANUFACTURED  BY  = 

BOYTS,  PORTER  &  COMPANY 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  S.  A. 

NINE 
PUMPS 

TANK 
PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 
PUMPS 

COMPOUND 
PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 

< 

Size:  10x5xl6-Inch  Special  Double  Plunger  Boiler  Feed  Pumpi 
8-inch  Suction,  2  54 -inch  Discharge. 

Electrical 
Power  Pompe 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pomps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Pressure  Pomps 

Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pnmpa 

with 

Pot  Valve 
Water  Chamber 

Size:  4-inch  Pistons.  8-inch  Stroke.  4-inch  Suction,  8-inch  Discharge, 
80  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 

Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valves.  Pumps 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
2  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


The  Black  Diamond 


Vol.  40.  No.  25. 


CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 


JUNE  20,  1908. 


NEW  YORK 
PITTSBURGH 


S3. 00  Per  Year. 


Modern  Mining  Plant  Located  at  Pana,  Illinois 

Tipple,  Fan  House,  Railroad  Chutes,  and  All  Machinery  Destroyed  by  Fire  Is  Replaced  in  Record  Time — In  Six  Weeks 
Work  Is  Resumed  and  Production  Continues,  Without  Interruption,  While  Permanent  Construction  Is  Undertaken 


and  Finished — All  Appliances 

On  the  night  of  October  23  the  entire  tipple 
of  the  Penwell  Coal  Mining  Company  at  Pana, 
Illinois,  consisting  of  tipple,  railroad  chutes, 
screenings  bin,  box  car  loader  house,  fan  and 
all  machinery  contained  therein  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire.  On  the  afternoon  of  October 
24  appointments  were  made  by  long  distance 
telephone  with  various  builders  of  tipples, 
with  a  view  to  having  the  top  works  rebuilt 
at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  October  25  the  contract  was  awarded 
to  Roberts  &  Schaefer  Company  of  Chicago 
for  rebuilding  of  the  top  works. 

Work  on  clearing  away  the  debris  was  im- 


Are  Designed  for  Permanency  and  Economy — 


the  head  frame  and  temporary  bar  screens. 
This  head  frame  erected  in  a  hurry,  was  de¬ 
signed  to  be  the  permanent  head  frame.  Tem¬ 
porary  connections  were  made  from  this  head 
frame  on  the  rear  side  toward  the  hoisting  en¬ 
gine,  so  that  cars  could  be  taken  off  a  tem¬ 
porary  landing,  pushed  around  to  the  side  and 
dumped  over  temporary  bar  screens  into  rail¬ 
road  cars,  so  that  the  mine  might  be  operated 
during  the  time  required  to  finish  the  complete 
tipple,  install  the  shaking  screens,  etc. 

From  December  7th,  when  operations  were 
resumed  at  full  capacity,  until  April  1st,  when 
the  mines  of  Illinois  shut  down,  the  mine  was 


i  Devices  Are  Described  in  Detail. 

trestle  and  chutes  for  the  railroad  coal,  the 
elevator  and  storage  bins  for  rescreening  the 
coal,  the  local  trade  bins,  the  boiler  house 
coal  conveyor,  the  new  concrete  engine  house 
and  the  new  concrete  fan  house.  Each  part 
as  enumerated  above  will  be  described  sep¬ 
arately  below. 

The  tipple  is  built  of  long  leaf  yellow  pine, 
using  Roberts  &  Schaefer  Company's  standard 
construction,  which  consists  of  built-up  mem¬ 
bers  for  all  vertical  po^ts;  engine  braces, 
etc.,  using  single  pieces  for  horizontal  mem¬ 
bers,  cross  braces,  etc.,  and  thoroughly  bolt¬ 
ing  and  spiking  all  these  members  together. 


General  View  of  the  Penwell  Coal  Mining  Company’s  Mine,  at  Pana,  Ill. 


mediately  begun.  On  November  4th  lumber 
began  arriving  for  the  new  tipple  and  on  De¬ 
cember  7th  coal  was  hoisted  on  the  head  frame 
of  the  new  tipple  and  loaded  into  railroad 
cars  over  temporary  bar  screens,  making  two 
kinds  of  coal. 

Coal  could  have  been  dumped  sooner  except 
for  delay  experienced  in  getting  a  fan.  The 
fire  destroyed  the  fan  house  and  fan,  and  so 
injured  the  fan  engine  that  it  had  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  overhauled.  A  new  fan  had  to  be  pur¬ 
chased  and  installed  before  coal  could  be 
hoisted  to  any  extent. 

During  the  time  that  the  debris  was  being 
cleared  away  the  engineers  were  perfecting 
the  plans  and  getting  out  the  material  for 


operated  without  any  interruptions  on  account 
of  the  continued  building  operations.  During 
this  time  the  permanent  tipple  house,  railroad 
chutes,  screenings  bin,  with  all  their  equip¬ 
ment  of  machinery,  etc.,  were  being  completed. 
When  mining  operations  were  resumed  in  the 
state  of  Illinois  on  Tuesday,  May  12,  every 
part  of  the  new  plant  was  completed  and 
ready  for  operation. 

This  plant  is  built  over  a  shaft  735  feet 
deep,  and  even  with  pit  cars  holding  two  and 
one-half  tons  of  coal  it  requires  the  very  best 
of  equipment  to  handle  2,000  tons  a  day, 
which  is  the  capacity  of  this  new  plant.  The 
plant  consists  first  of  the  tipple  containing 
the  weigh  hopper,  shaker  screens,  etc.,  the 


All  parts  which  come  in  contact’  at  joints, 
crossings  or  bracings,  etc.,  are  thoroughly 
painted  before  erection,  and  all  connections 
are  so  made  as  to  avoid  any  pockets  where 
water  and  debris  can  collect.  By  this  con¬ 
struction  not  only  is  the  minimum  amount  of 
lumber  required  for  the  maximum  strength, 
but  the  construction  is  cheaper  and  more  per¬ 
manent. 

The  pit  cars  are  hoisted  on  self-dumping 
cages.  They  discharge  their  load  into  a  weigh 
hopper  with  a  dial  quick-weighing  arrange¬ 
ment  in  the  overhead  weigh  house.  This 
weigh  hopper  may  discharge  its  load  on  the 
set  of  shaking  screens;  or,  at  the  option  of  the 
operator  in  the  weigh  house,  may  discharge  its 
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Pen  well  Tipple  from  the  Northwest. 

To  the  left  is  the  coal  bin  with  its  elevator  and  screen  house.  In  the  center  is 
the  local  chute.  To  the  right  is  the  boiler  house. 


Tipple  from  the  Northeast. 

At  the  left  are  the  railroad  chutes  for  loading  outgoing  coal.  To  the  extreme  right 
are  the  chutes  for  the  local  trade. 


coal  into  special  cars,  runing  on  tracks  on 
the  main  tipple  floor  and  used  for  supplying 
the  railroad  chutes.  In  this  way  accurate 
weight  of  railroad  coal  is  obtained  by  means 
of  the  same  weigh  hopper  used  for  weighing 
the  coal  to  be  screened  and  shipped.  These 
special  cars  are  accumulated  on  the  main  tip¬ 
ple  floor,  which  is  130  feet  long,  30  feet  wide 
and  stores  about  200  tons.  These  cars  may 
be  accumulated  on  this  floor  when  desired  for 
storage  and  from  this  floor  delivered  to  seven 
railroad  pockets  built  alongside  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  track,  the  cars  being  trans¬ 
ferred  up  and  down  over  these  pockets  by 
means  of  a  specially  designed  roller  bearing 
transfer  and  dump  car.  The  railroad  chutes 
are  standard  Illinois  Central  design,  having 
seven  pockets,  each  holding  ten  tons  of  coal. 

The  Penwell  Coal  Mining  Company  make 
a  special  effort  to  prepare  their  coal  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  domestic  trade.  They 
have  for  years  had  a  large  business  with  the 
dealer  trade,  and  in  building  this  new  plant 
have  had  in  mind  continuously  the  thought  of 
preparing  as  many  grades  as  possible,  and  to 
have  each  grade  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  domestic  demand.  With  this  object  in 
view,  they  have  installed  not  only  a  very 
large  set  of  shaker  screens,  but  also  a  large 
elevator  and  rotary  screen  over 
storage  bins.  When  the  coal  is 
dumped  from  the  weigh  hopper 
onto  the,  screen,  it  may  be  screen¬ 
ed  into  lump,  egg  and  slack  and 
loaded  directly  into  railroad  cars; 
in  which  case  the  lump  coal 
passes  over  a  six-inch  round  per¬ 
foration,  the  egg  coal  through  the 
six-inch  and  over  a  three-inch 
perforation,  and  the  balance  of 
the  coal  passing  into  the  slack 
and  nut  car;  or,  if  so  desired, 
these  coals  may  be  mixed,  throw¬ 
ing  the  egg  with  the  lump,,  tak¬ 
ing  out  the  nut  down  to  one  and 
one-half  inch  and  loading  it  on 
the  egg  track  and  loading  the 
slack  on  the  inside  track.  The 
screens  are  so  arranged  with  va¬ 
rious  chutes  and  valves  to  make 
other  and  numerous  combinations 
of  these  sizes. 

In  case  it  is  desired  to  rescreen 
the  small  coal,  then  a  valve  is  opened  in  a 
chute  beneath  the  screen,  taking  all  the  prod¬ 
uct  up  to  three-inch  round  perforations  to  a 
continuous  bucket  elevator  having  a  capacity 
of  150  tons  an  hour.  This  coal  is  rescreened 
in  a  rotary  screen  above  the  bins  into  three 
sizes  of  coal,  making  nut  over  a  one  and  three- 
quarter  inch  mesh,  pea  over  a  one  inch  mesh, 
and  slack.  The  nut  and  pea  coal  from  this 
rescreening  process  is  lowered  into  bins  with 


telegraphs  and  the  finished  product  is  not 
only  uniform  in  size,  but  is  exceedingly  clean. 

From  these  storage  bins  which  have  a  ca¬ 
pacity  of  375  tons,  coal  may  be  loaded  from 
beneath  directly  into  open  cars,  or  it  may  be 
loaded  out  on  one  side  into  box  cars,  or  it 
may  still  be  loaded  out  from  the  opposite  side 
into  wagons  for  local  trade. 

From  the  slack  and  pea  compartments  of 
this  bin  coal  may  also  be  taken  by  a  con¬ 
veyor  to  the  boiler  house.  By  this  arrange¬ 
ment  slack  only  can  be  taken  to  the  boilers, 
or  a  combination  of  slack  and  pea,  if  the  re¬ 
quirements  make  this  necessary. 

In  addition  to  all  the  above  conveniences, 
coal  may  be  taken  directly  from  the  weigh 
hopper  when  it  is  dumped  into  the  transfer 
cars  from  the  tipple  and  pushed  off  to  one 
side  and  dumped  over  a  bar  screen  into  the 
local  trade  bins,  thus  giving  screened  lump 
coal  for  local  consumption.  This  local  trade 
bin  is  divided  into  two  compartments  and  the 
aprons  are  so  arranged  that  two  wagons  may 
be  loaded  simultaneously  from  these  bins. 
Slack  from  this  local  trade  screen  is  carried 
by  a  conveyor  back  to  the  foot  of  the  elevator 
where  it  is  taken  to  the  storage  bins  and  re¬ 
screened. 

All  of  the  machinery  and  equipment  for  the 


plant,  above  described,  excepting  the  boiler 
house,  coal  conveyor  and  the  conveyor  for 
the  slack  from  the  local  trade  bin — each  one 
of  which  is  driven  by  a  separate  small  vertical 
engine — is  driven,  by  means  of  rope  drive, 
from  the  large  engine  placed  beneath  and  to 
one  side  of  the  tipple.  The  engine  for  this 
purpose  is  housed  in  a  concrete  building,  so 
as  to  fireproof  it  from  the  balance  of  the  plant. 
The  main  rope  drive  from  this  engine  runs 


the  shaker  screens,  which  may  be  cut  out 
with  a  friction  clutch,  the  large  elevator  to 
the  storage  bins  and  the  rotary  screen  above 
the  bins. 

The  mine  is  equipped  with  a  Stevens  twelve 
foot  centrifugal  fan.'  This  fan  is  a  new  style, 
with  a  number  of  unique  features,  which  add 
much  to  the  efficiency  and  reliability  of  mine 
ventilation.  It  is  constructed  entirely  of  steel 
and  iron  and  the  reversible  conduits  are  made 
of  concrete,  so  that  the  entire  structure  is 
absolutely  fireproof.  The  fan  is  operated  by 
a  direct  driven  16x14  McEwen  engine  of  the 
generator  type.  On  June  15,  1908,  a  pre¬ 

liminary  test  was  made  by  the  mine  superin¬ 
tendent  with  100  pounds  steam  boiler  pres¬ 
sure  and  216  revolutions  per  minute,  the  fan 
furnished  167,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute, 
with  a  water  guage  of  4.7  inches.  The  water 
gauge  represents  the  resistance  to  the  air  as 
it  passes  through  the  mine  and  more  clearly 
than  anything  else  indicates  the  high  degree 
of  efficiency  obtained  by  this  fan. 

Referring  to  the  accompanying  illustrations, 
one  gives  a  general  view  of  the  entire  plant 
above  described  from  the  southeast,  showing 
the  tipple,  with  the  storage  bins  behind,  the 
locomotive  chutes  at  the  right,  power  house, 
shops  and  fan  to  the  left.  It  will  be  noticed 
from  this  cut  that  the  entire  tip¬ 
ple  and  bins,  both  roof  and  sides, 
are  covered  with  corrugated  gal¬ 
vanized  steel.  In  the  center  of 
this  view  in  the  foreground  is 
shown  the  concrete  engine  house. 

Another  view  represents  a  view 
of  the  plant  taken  from  the  north, 
showing  the  storage  bins  with 
boiler  house  coal  conveyor  at  the 
right  and  the  storage  trestle  for 
locomotive  coal,  together  with  the 
chutes,  on  the  left. 

The  Black  Diamond  has  gone  to 
considerable  lengths  in  describing 
this  work  for  various  reasons.  It 
is  a  matter  of  interest,  of  course, 
that  such  an  immense  piece  of 
construction  was  completed  so 
quickly.  This,  however,  is  only 
incidental.  The  big  point  is  that 
a  fire  destroying  a  mine  tipple  and 
plant  need  not  delay  work  until 
a  new  complete  plant  is  installed. 
The  description  of  the  process  by  which  tem¬ 
porary  structures  are  used  and  then  incor¬ 
porated  into  parts  of  the  permanent  building 
should  prove  a  suggestion  possible  of  adoption 
wherever  a  similar  disaster  has  occurred.  An¬ 
other  point  is  the  moderji  plant  erected  for 
the  preparation  of  coal  to  suit  the  needs  of  the 
consumers  of  today.  Coal  operators  can  find 
food  for  thought  in  this  piece  of  work. 


View  of  Fan  From  North. 
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Coal  Dust  as  a  Factor  in  Mine  Explosions. 


By  Dr.  Henry  M.  Payne. 

Professor  of  Mining  Engineering,  West  Virginia  University,  Member  A.  E.  A.,  N.  G.  S.,  A.  A.  A.  S. 


Shortly  after  the  completion  of  my  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  Monongah  explosion  the  president  of 
the  Mining  Institute  of  America  asked  me  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  meeting  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  and  as  the 
intervening  time  seemed  ample  for  preparation,  I 
consented.  I  almost  immediately  began  a  series 
of  foreign  correspondence  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  all  possible  reports  and  data  which 
would  enable  me  to  present  at  that  time,  a  re¬ 
sume  of  the  coal  dust  problem  in  its  highest 
development,  but  I  had  no  conception  of  the  mass 
of  material  which  must  be  assimilated,  or  of  the 
labor  entailed  in  its  compilation. 

For  any  apparent  omissions  or  incomplete  de¬ 
velopments  I  do  not  plead  procrastination,  but 
rather  the  fact  that  the  preparation  of  the  ma¬ 
terial  embodied,  required  the  translation  of  over 
eighty  books  and  reports  in  French  and  Ger¬ 
man,  and  over  1,000  letters  and  magazine  articles 
in  these  and  other  languages,  a  complete  or  even 
comprehensive  summary  of  which  would  assume 
the  dimensions  of  a  book  of  considerable  magni¬ 
tude. 

Coal  dust  is  first  mentioned  as  a  dangerous 
element  in  1803,  next  in  1828,  and  again  in  1844 
and  1845.  All  these  cases  were  in  England.  In 
1855,  1861,  1864,  1867  and  1875  we  find  records 
of  experiments  in  France.  Since  that  time, 


striking  illustrations,  records  and  experiments 
tending  to  support  the  claims  of  its  adherents. 

It  appears  to  me  that  in  weighing  such  argu¬ 
ments,  the  first  point  of  differentiation  is  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  line  of  demarcation  between  combustion 
and  explosion.  All  combustible  material  may  be 
considered  as  explosive  if  the  conditions  under 
which  combustion  takes  place,  are  such  that  dis¬ 
ruption  and  consequent  expansion,  or  decomposi¬ 
tion,  occur  so  nearly  simultaneously,  that  the  ex¬ 
pansive  force  is  manifested  before  the  heat  gen¬ 
erated  by  the  transfer  of  energy  into  kinetic 
form,  can  be  appreciably  recognized.  The  one 
element  upon  which  such  manifestation  depends 
more  largely  than  any  other,  is  room  for  expan¬ 
sion.  Hence  the  danger  from  any  accumulation 
of  dust  increases  rapidly  with  the  distance  in 
from  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  and  it  is  probable 
that  what  have  been  described  as  dust  explosions 
in  coal  tipples  might  more  correctly  be  classified 
as  combustions. 

An  illustration  of  this  class  of  phenomena  is 
had  in  the  case  of  La  Belle  works  several  years 
ago,  where  a  crusher  was  being  installed.  The 
coal  is  very  hard,  and  at  least  twenty  per  cent 
of  the  crusher-product  will  pass  a  No.  100  screen. 
The  crusher  was  located  in  a  pit  and  was  housed 
up  perfectly  tight,  the  only  opening  being  that  for 


fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  extreme  care  and 
accuracy  with  which  they  were  performed.  In 
all  cases,  dust  which  would  pass  through  a  No. 
200  screen  of  the  finest  bolting  cloth,  was  used, 
and  a  uniform  charge  of  one-half  cartridge  of 
dynamite  gelatin  weighing  from  thirty-two  to 
thirty-eight  grammes,  was  placed  without  ram¬ 
ming,  in  a  cannon,  made  by  boring  a  hole  about 
one  and  one-half  inches  in  diameter  and  six 
inches  deep  in  the  end  of  an  old  steel  engine  axle, 
which  was  placed  on  a  truck  at  the  end  of  the 
explosion-cylinders. 

A  ventilation  system  being  produced  by  either 
compressed  air  or  a  motor  driven  fan,  the  air  and 
its  load  of  dust  circulated  in  a  closed  circuit, 
through  the  main  cylinder  and  its  return,  corre¬ 
sponding  precisely  to  a  section  of  a  main  mine 
entry  and  its  accompanying  air  way  and  inter¬ 
mediate  break-throughs.  Preliminary  tests  having 
shown  that  high  velocity  of  the  air  current  is  un¬ 
favorable  to  ignition,  a  uniform  velocity  of  four 
to  five  metres  per  second  was  adopted  for  all  the 
experiments,  and  all  the  samples  tested  were  ex¬ 
ploded  both  with  and  against  the  air  current, 
ignition  being  always  greater  when  the  shot  was 
opposed  to  the  direction  of  the  air,  or  relatively 
toward  the  intake. 

The  density  of  the  cloud  is  regulated  by  the 


France,  England,  Germany,  Prussia,  Belgium  and 
the  United  States  have  all  shown  periods  of  ac¬ 
tive  investigation,  culminating  in  recent  years  in 
Coal  Dust  Commissions,  Bureaus  or  Departments 
of  Mining,  and  the  establishment  of  stations  for 
technological  research. 

Upon  certain  basic  principles,  all  scientists  seem 
agreed.  Coal  dust  has  existed  in  coal  mines  from 
the  earliest  dates,  and  is  a  more  or  less  un¬ 
avoidable  product.  The  quantity  produced  in  our 
modern  mines  is  incomparably  large,  compared 
with  that  produced  in  the  earlier  days,  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  dangers  of  coal  mining  are  corre¬ 
spondingly  increased.  This  increase  is  due  prin¬ 
cipally  to  the  large  output  of  the  present  day, 
the  greater  depths  reached,  the  more  common  use 
of  explosives,  extended  haulage  systems,  large 
number  of  men  employed,  and  high  speeds  used 
in  transit. 

The  amount  of  coal  dust  produced  depends 
mainly  on  the  nature  of  the  coal.  A  coal  easily 
friable  may  be  so  mined  as  to  avoid  much  of  the 
dust,  by  care  and  skill  in  mining,  and  attention 
to  the  condition  of  roadway  and  rolling  stock. 

Thus  far,  we  find  unanimity  of  opinion,  but  at 
this  stage,  investigators  become  distinctly  segre¬ 
gated  into  two  classes.  The  first  of  these  main¬ 
tain  that  a  dust  explosion  is  only  possible  in  the 
presence  of  fire  damp,  while  the  latter  assert  that 
under  certain  conditions  of  fineness,  suspension 
and  temperature,  any  organic  dust  is  explosive. 
In  considering  either  of  these  classes,  we  find 


[This  is  the  first  article  on  the  subject  by  Dr.  Payne. 
The  second  and  concluding  installment  we  expect  to  print 
next  week. — Editor.] 


belt  connection  with  the  motor.  At  the  point 
where  the  belt  came  through  the  wall,  several 
thicknesses  of  common  canvas  had  been  placed, 
and  there  was  an  accumulation  of  several  inches 
of  dust  over  surrounding  timbers  and  canvas. 
The  canvas  was  ignited  by  a  hot  bearing  on  the 
motor,  and  began  to  burn  slowly.  The  attendant 
attempted  to  beat  out  the  blaze  with  another 
piece  of  canvas  which  immediately  threw  large 
quantities  of  dust  in  suspension,  over  the  blaze, 
which  then  shot  up  the  chute  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet.  As  soon  as  the  dust  around  the  blaze  had 
burned  up,  however,  the  fire  went  out  altogether. 

Next  in  importance  to  room  for  expansion,  is 
the  degree  of  inflammability  of  the  dust,  the 
density  of  its  suspension,  and  its  fineness,  or  state 
of  divisibility.  Probably  the  most  exhaustive 
series  of  tests  yet  made,  to  determine  the  ele¬ 
ments  entering  into,  and  controlling  the  inflam¬ 
mability  of  various  dusts,  are  those  made  at  the 
Gelsenkirchen  Station  (as  reporfed  in  various 
issues  of  the  “Gluckauf”  and  in  the  publications 
of  that  station),  and  those  under  the  supervision 
of  M.  Taffanel  at  the  Lievin  Station,  and  pub¬ 
lished  as  a  Report  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
Coal  Mines  of  France. 

The  results  of  the  Gelsenkirchen  experiments 
are  shown  in  Figure  1.  Increasing  rapidly  as 
the  percentage  of  volatile  matter  is  augmented, 
the  point  of  inflammability  reaches  the  highest 
point  on  the  curve  at  about  twenty-nine  per  cent 
volatile,  after  which  it  drops  off  almost  as  uni¬ 
formly  as  it  rose  until  it  passes  beyond  fifty  per 
cent,  farther  than  which  we  find  no  record. 

The  experiments  of  M.  Taffanel,  of  the  Lievin 
Station  are  described  in  detail,  and  one  cannot 


amount  of  dust  fed  into  the  cylinders  from  the 
hopper.  The  lading  process  continues  from  fif¬ 
teen  to  150  seconds  depending  on  the  density  re¬ 
quired.  During  this  period  the  dust  laden  air 
travels  around  the  closed  circuit  from  five  to 
fifty  times,  the  eddy  thus  created  securing  perfect 
homogeneity  of  the  cloud. 

The  lowest  density  at  which  ignition  was  in¬ 
variably  produced,  was  seventy  grammes  of  dust 
per  cubic  meter,  and  below  a  density  of  forty- 
six  grammes  per  cubic  meter  nothing  but  nega¬ 
tive  results  could  be  obtained. 

M.  Taffanel  draws  the  following  conclusions 
with  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  density  of  the 
cloud : 

“There  is  one  certain  density  for  which  the 
total  combustion  of  the  carbon  and  of  the 
volatile  matter,  with  exclusive  formation  of 
carbonic  acid  and  watery  vapor,  should  ab¬ 
sorb  exactly  all  the  oxygen  of  the  air;  such 
a  density  would  be  particularly  favorable  to 
the  propagation  of  flame  *  *  *  having  noted 
the  low  percentage  of  ash  and  the  high  per¬ 
centage  of  volatile  matter,  this  density  ought 
to  lie  below  111  grammes  per  cubic  meter. 

“But,  when  the  density  is  raised  above  this 
value,  the  tests  do  not  show  any  sign  of 
stifling  the  flame  through  want  of  oxygen; 
on  the  contrary,  the  greater  the  density  the 
greater  the  flame.  Yet,  we  should  not  deduce 
from  this  that  stifling  the  flame  or  arresting 
its  propagation  by  excess  of  dust,  is  never 
produced.  *  *  *  The  violent  pressure  of  the 
gas,  which  promotes  combustion  in  the  tube, 
forces  beyond  this,  into  the  midst  of  the 
burning  gas,  the  dust  incompletely  burned; 
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this  combustion  is  completed  at  the  expense 
of  oxygen  taken  from  the  atmosphere,  pro¬ 
ducing  at  the  extremity  of  the  tube,  a  flame 
whose  extent  is  proportioned  to  the  weight 
of  unconsumed  dust  projected. 

‘After  the  ignition  of  very  dense  clouds 
of  dust,  and  especially  when  the  density  ex¬ 
ceeds  250  grammes  per  cubic  meter,  there 
arc  found  in  the  tube,  deposits  of  uncon- 
sumcd  dust  with  indications  of  partial  dis¬ 
tillation.  These  are  agglomerated  in  frothy 
fragments  *  *  *  and  have  the  appearance  of 
coke  crusts  such  as  may  be  found  on  mine 
timbers  after  a  dust  explosion.” 

Many  of  these  crusts  were  gathered  after  ig¬ 
nition  and  analyzed.  The  percentage  of  combus¬ 
tible  matter  that  is  volatile,  had  decreased  from 
29.7  per  cent  to  25.1  per  cent,  while  the  ash  in¬ 
creased  from  5.5  per  cent  to  10.5  per  cent.  This 
increase  in  ash  testifies  to  the  partial  combustion. 

The  result  of  all  these  tests  leads  us  to  believe 
that  large  quantities  of  dust  are  not  necessary, 
when  homogeneously  suspended,  to  form  a  dan¬ 
gerously  inflammable  cloud,  since  these  last  ex¬ 
periments  show  us  invariable  ignition  at  a  dust 
density  of  seventy  grammes  per  cubic  meter,  while 
as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  a 
density  of  100  grammes  per  cubic  meter  in  any 
mine  passage  of  an  old  mine,  under  high  air 
current  velocities,  leakage  of  compressed  air  pipes 
or  extremely  rapid  haulage. 

Reference  to  Figure  2  shows  entirely  different 
results  as  determined  by  M.  Taffanel,  from  those 
shown  in  Figure  1. 

The  Lievin  Tests. 

The  Lievin  tests  failed  to  get  an  ignition  with 
any  of  the  dusts  until  passing  eleven  per  cent 
volatile  matter  by  analysis,  after  which  the  point 
of  ignition  lowered  rapidly  as  the  percentage  of 
volatile  matter  increased,  and  after  reaching  sev¬ 
enteen  per  cent  the  curve  becomes  almost  a 
straight  line,  passing  off  at  about  twenty-nine  de¬ 
grees,  and  very  regular,  up  to  fifty-three  per 
cent  volatile  matter,  beyond  which  the  experiments 
were  not  carried. 

The  reason  for  such  a  marked  difference  be¬ 
tween  Figures  1  and  2  can  only  be  conjectured. 
I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  extreme  uni¬ 


formity  of  experimental  conditions  which  gov¬ 
erned  the  French  investigation,  such  as  uniform 
weight  of  explosive,  uniform  air  current  and 
temperature,  had  much  to  do  with  bringing  about 
the  regularity  of  results,  and  I  believe  that  the 
extreme  fineness  of  the  dust  used  had  a  pertinent 
bearing  on  the  value  of  these  results,  to  which 
latter  feature  I  shall  revert  subsequently. 

Professor  Abel  states  that  the  proposition  of 
firedamp  required  in  a  mine  to  bring  dust  into  op¬ 
eration  as  a  ready  explosive  material,  is  below 
the  smallest  amount  which  can  be  detected  by 
the  most  experienced  observer.  The  Prussian 
Firedamp  Commission  in  1885,  concluded  that 
a  minute  quantity  of  dust  in  the  presence  of  an 
almost  indistinguishable  amount  of  .firedamp 
would  produce  violent  explosions,  so  that  a  dust 
not  otherwise  dangerous,  may  give  rise  to  a 
disastrous  explosion  under  these  conditions. 

Foster  and  Haldane  state  that  while  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  purely  dust  explosion  is  bound  up  with 
the  presence  of  certain  kinds  of  coal,  and  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  comparatively  high  percent¬ 
age  of  methane  is  necessary  in  order  to  form  an 
explosive  mixture  with  air,  such  as  in  most  mines 
must  be  regarded  as  an  exception,  coal  dust  and 
methane  co-operate ;  and  it  is  therefore  possible 
for  explosive  conditions  to  arise  in  almost  any 
mine,  since  there  is  everywhere  opportunity,  for 
the  formation  of  coal  dust. 

The  English  Report. 

In  1886  a  Commission  for  the  Investigation  of 
English  Mine  Accidents,  reported  among  other 
conclusions : 

“The  occurrence  of  a  blown-out  shot  where 
but  a  small  percentage  of  firedamp  exists  in 
the  air,  in  the  presence  of  but  slightly  in¬ 
flammable,  or  a  wholly  non-inflammable  but 
very  fine,  dry  and  porous  dust,  may  cause  an 
explosion,  the  flame  of  which  may  reach 
other  distant  accumulations  of  gas  or  deposits 
of  inflammable  dust.” 

Mr.  Henry  Kinlock,  in  an  article  in  the  Col¬ 
liery  Engineer,  vol.  9,  p.  26,  says  that  if  dust 
were  the  principal  agency  in  coal  mine  explosions, 
every  blown-out  shot  would  be  attended  by  a 
disastrous  explosion. 

We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  those 


investigators  whose  experiments  and  observa¬ 
tions  lead  them  to  the  conclusion  that  any  or¬ 
ganic  dust  is  explosive  under  stated  conditions. 

Mr.  Richard  K.  Meade,  editor  of  the  Chemical 
Engineer,  describes  in  detal  the  explosion  which 
occurred  at  the  Edison  Portland  Cement  Com¬ 
pany’s  plant  some  three  or  four  years'  ago.  At 
this  plant,  the  coal  was  crushed  between  rollers, 
and  the  pulverized  product  blown  out  into  set¬ 
tling  chambers,  the  coarse  product  being  returned 
for  regrinding.  A  small  fire  started  in  an  ele¬ 
vator  leading  from  a  drier  used  to  dry  the  coal, 
and  passed  over  into  the  settling  chamber,  in 
which  there  was,  at  all  times,  an  atmosphere 
heavily  charged  with  fine  coal  dust.  The  ex¬ 
plosion  which  occurred,  wrecked  the  building, 
blowing  off  the  steel  sheets  riveted  to  the  steel 
framework. 

Professor  Peckham  of  the  University  of  Minne¬ 
sota  describes  in  the  March,  April  and  May,  1908, 
issues  of  the  same  journal,  the  dust  explosion 
in  the  Washburn  Flouring  Mills  at  Minneapolis, 
in  1878,  and  shows  conclusively  that  sparks  of 
fire  generated  between  the  millstones,  ignited  the 
flour  dust  in  the  conveyors  and  dust  room,  caus¬ 
ing  both  to  explode.  To  support  this  conclusion, 
he  observes  at  length,  that  there  were  no  ex¬ 
plosive  materials  of  any  kind  in  or  about  the 
mill,  that  no  electric  phenomena  had  ever  been 
observed  in  connection  with  the  mill ;  that  while 
dust  may  be  made  so  fine  as  to  float  in  air,  and 
water  may  float  in  air  as  a  fog,  yet  neither  is  a 
gas,  and  flour  dust  is  not  a  gas. 

He  then  states  the  chemical  analysis  of  wheat 
flour,  and  shows  the  various  temperatures  and 
conditions  under  which  it  emerges  from  the 
stones,  and  relates  that  if  wheat  flour  were  sub¬ 
jected  to  destructive  distillation,  hydrogen  and 
carburetted  hydrogai  (methane)  would  be  among 
the  products  of  decomposition,  and  concludes  that 
wheat  flour  dust,  when  fine,  dry  and  hot  enough, 
will  explode. 

To  corroborate  his  position,  he  quotes  the  ex¬ 
plosion  in  the  soap  works  of  the  Kendall  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1890, 
after  which  he  carried  on  a  series  of  experiments 
with  various  kinds  of  flour,  powdered  sugar,  plan¬ 
ing  mill  dust,  powdered  soap,  powdered  as- 
(Concluded  on  Page  26.) 


Salesmen  and  office  employes  of  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  at  a  banquet  at  Peoria 


At  the  close  of  each  coal  year  Horace  Clark,  secre¬ 
tary  and  general  manager  of  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke 

Company  of  Peoria  calls  in  all  of  the  employes  of  his 
concern  and  gives  them  a  banquet.  The  accompanying 
illustration  shows  the  force  at  table  at  Peoria  on  June  2d. 
This  concern  has  extensive  operations,  a  big  sales  force 
at  home  and  branch  offices  in  various  parts  of  the 
west.  It  is  difficult,  of  course,  to  keep  the  outlying 

offices  always  in  touch  with  the  ideas  of  the  central 
office  by  correspondence  and  so  Mr.  Clark  has  hit  upon 
the  idea  of  an  annual  rally  where  the  policies  of  the 
company  are  fully  discussed.  This  method  is  somewhat 
expensive,  but  Mr.  Clark  has  demonstrated  to  his  own 
satisfaction  that  it  helps  to  pay  dividends.  The  main 
object  is  to  cement  the  working  force  into  one  big 

organization  with  a  single  purpose.  This  is  always  cheap 


at  any  price,  as  Mr.  Clark  has  discovered.  The  meet¬ 
ing  helps  to  develop  initiative  on  the  part  of  the  men 
and  to  inspire  them  with  the  idea  they  have  some 
responsibility  in  connection  with  the  success  of  the 
organization.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  the 
men  are  taken  to  the  mines  that  they  may  see  how  the 
coal  is  prepared.  In  this  way  they  are  impressed  first 
with  the  operating  costs  and  hence  with  the  necessity 
to  get  a  certain  price  for  the  coal.  Then  they  get  a 
good  idea  of  the  character  of  the  coal  and  have  a  better 
understanding  of  the  commodity  placed  in  their  hands 
for  sale.  The  banquet  here  represented  was  held  at  the 
Creve  Coeur  Club.  The  principal  speaker  was  Edward  T. 
Taylor,  secretary  of  the  Fuel  Engineering  Company  of 
Chicago,  who  talked  on  British  Thermal  Units.  Among 
those  around  the  table  were  the  following:  Horace 


Clark,  secretary  and  general  manager;  Wm.  R.  Coleman, 
sales  manager,  Peoria;  J.  II.  Kingsbury,  salesman,^  Pe¬ 
oria;  Jerry  McQuade,  salesman,  Peoria;  W.  M.  Clark, 
advertising  manager,  Peoria;  M.  W.  Jones,  cashier,  Pe¬ 
oria;  G.  C.  Powers,  chief  of  shipping  department, 
Peoria;  John  M.  Tyson,  mine  superintendent;  Martin 
Anderson,  paymaster;  Frank  Biddlecomb,  billing  clerk; 
Geo.  W.  McGill,  northwestern  sales  agent,  Minneapolis; 
Mark  Wentworth,  salesman,  Minneapolis;  Lee  Derby, 
salesman,  Minneapolis;  James  R.  Phillips,  salesman,  Min¬ 
neapolis;  Chas.  E.  Smith,  western  sales  agent,  Marshall¬ 
town;  Walter  Scott,  salesman,  Marshalltown;  George 
Holt,  salesman,  Marshalltown;  Louis  Derby,  salesman, 
Marshalltown:  L.  W.  McKown,  manager  tri-city  branch, 
Davenport;  Ralph  Peters,  salesman,  Davenport;  Chas. 
Thias,  salesman,  Davenport. 
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Personalities  That  are  Moulding  Coal  Trade  Policies. 

Second  Article 


John  H.  Winder  is  a  man  of  Big  Frame,  a  Broad,  Liberal  Mind  and  a  Great  Idea  of  an  Effective  Organization— He 

Gets  Results  by  Demanding  that  Subordinates  Shall  Shoulder  Responsibility 


On  Monday  William  Kelsey  Field  took  his 
new  position  as  president  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company.  In  the  territory  where  Hocking 
coal  is  a  big  factor,  a  group  of  coal  men  fore¬ 
gathered  to  discuss  various  matters,  having  lit¬ 
tle  to  do  but  gossip,  now  that  trade  is  dull. 

Discussion  at  length  turned  on  those'person- 
alities  which  have  been  foremost  in  the  history 
of  this  remarkable  concern,  beginning  back 
when  Judge  Stevenson  Buike,  Charles  Ilickox, 
James  Corrigan  and  William  Greene  were  the 
dominating  forces  and  coming 
down  to  the  new  president  of  the 
company.  In  all  of  the  discussion 
the  one  figure  which  stood  out  the 
boldest  was  the  personality  of  John 
H.  Winder,  who  is  now  the  head  of 
the  Clinchfield  Coal  Corporation, 
with  properties  down  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  over  the  state  line  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

“The  organization  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company  was,  of  course, 
perfected  by  Winder,”  said  one  of 
the  little  party.  “He  could  hardly 
be  called  an  expert  operating  man, 
because  he  has  not  the  patience  to 
go  into  the  hundred  and  one  de¬ 
tails  that  make  up  the  life  of  the 
man  who  runs  a  coal  mine.  He 
could  hardly  be  called  a  salesman, 
because  he  lacks  that  little  touch  of 
finesse  which  makes  the  other  man 
believe  that  he  >s  the  whole  thing, 
when  there  is  little  sincerity  back 
of  the  suggestion.  He  could  hardly 
be  called  a  financier — well  it  is  of 
no  use  to  say  hard  things  about 
the  financiers,  since  these  have 
their  share  of  abuse  already.  But 
John  Winder  is  not  a  man  to  play 
many  of  the  games  that  seem  nec¬ 
essary  to  high  finance.  But  when 
it  comes  to  getting  an  organization 
together,  Winder  is  one  of  the 
greatest  men  in  the  coal  business.” 

In  that  brief  summary  he  told 
the  whole  story  of  the  life  work  of 
the  man  who  meant  so  much  to 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company  and 
has  not  yet  completed,  in  all  prob¬ 
ability,  writing  his  name  large 
across  the  face  of  the  coal  map. 

This  statement  shall  be  made  more 
probable  the  further  we  proceed 
with  this  sketch. 

It  is  one  of  his  peculiarities  that 
he  never  takes  time  to  write  a  long 
letter.  The  men  who  condense 
their  correspondence  into  a  few 
lines  are  few  in  the  business  world. 

Paul  Morton,  formerly  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and  afterwards 
in  Roosevelt’s  cabinet,  was  one  of  them.  Win¬ 
der  goes  even  further  than  did  Morton.  In 
reply  to  a  letter  he  would  frequently  come 
back  with  a  single  word,  and  possibly  that 
only  a  monosyllable.  If  a  letter  could  be  an¬ 
swered  by  “yes”  or  “no”  he  would  write  that 
one  word  and  no  more. 

The  pride  of  brevity  was  not  the  sole  occa¬ 
sion  for  this  crisp  correspondence.  It  was  one 
way  that  Winder  had  of  emphasizing  the  fact 
that  he  had  an  organization.  He  selected  a 
man  to  do  a  certain  piece  of  work  and  then 
expected  him  to  do  it.  Tf  a  head  of  a  subor¬ 
dinate  department  went  to  him  in  a  puzzle, 
asking  questions  or  permission  to  do  such  and 
such  a  thing,  it  was  not  and  is  not  Mr.  Win¬ 
der’s  policy  to  write  long  letters  in  explana¬ 
tion.  He  maps  out  the  programs  carefully, 
and  then  expects  the  men  to  carry  them  out. 
A  single  word,  under  these  circumstances,  is 


only  word  he  dared  utter.  He  kept  smiling, 
just  a  little,  and  bowing  some,  and  saying 
“yes”  like  an  automaton,  with  no  suggestion 
that  there  was  ever  another  thought  than  ac¬ 
quiescence.  It  happened  that  Winder  knew 
human  nature  and  he  knew  that  if  the  man  al¬ 
ways  assented  to  his  face  there  would  be  times 
when  he  would  dissent  in  a  most  rabid  fashion 
when  the  official  back  was  turned.  He  wanted 
no  man  in  his  organization  who  was  not  loyal. 
He  cared  for  no  subordinates  who  had  no 
ideas  of  their  own,  or,  having  them, 
lacked  the  courage  of  expression. 
The  result  was  that  the  man  who 
always  said  “yes”  found  himself 
out  of  a  position  and  an  important 
post  filled  by  some  one  else.  This 
is  another  phase  of  the  big  man 
who  built  the  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany  which  is  of  value  to  every 
man  in  the  coal  business  who  is 
building  an  organization.  It  never 
pays  to  have  a  man  about  who  is 
too  obsequious.  He  is  either  of 
little  value,  lacks  stamina,  or  there 
is  something  the  matter  with  the 
man  who  inspires  that  sort  of  awe 
in  his  subordinates. 

These  two  little  incidents  about 
tell  the  whole  story  of  the  work  of 
Winder  on  the  Sunday  Creek  Com¬ 
pany.  In  the  first  place  he  knew 
enough  of  men  to  get  the  right 
ones  for  the  various  positions. 
Then  he  knew  enough  of  their  in¬ 
dividual  capacities  to  intrust  them 
with  important  details.  He  knew, 
further,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  educators  to  make  man 
rely  upon  himself,  and  so  Winder 
gave  to  each  a  certain  part  of  the 
work  to  be  done  and  then  made 
him  responsible  for  that  work.  The 
responsibility  was  absolute,  there 
being  no  possibility  of  any  shirking 
or  deviation. 

It  must  not  be  considered  that 
he  did  not  watch  the  results  and 
know  down  to  the  last  notch  what 
every  man  was  doing  and  what 
part  each  was  playing  in  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  institution.  To  many 
this  presents  a  picture  of  graphic 
charts  or  some  such  device,  by 
which  the  whole  work  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  is  brought  to  the  minut¬ 
est  detail  upon  the  desk  of  the 
president  of  the  company.  Such  a 
policy  is  to  install  a  system  as  the 
principle  thing  in  business,  making  the  graphic 
chart  and  the  card  index  the  president  of  the 
company  and  the  executive  nothing  more  than 
their  guardian.  It  was  furthest  from  Mr.  Win¬ 
der’s  mind  to  enslave  himself  in  that  way.  The 
great  orchestra  leader  does  not  have  to  watch 
the  technique  of  the  individual  players  to  tell 
when  the  effect  of  the  piece  is  spoiled  or  to 
tell  when  something  is  out  of  tune.  He  de¬ 
tects  it  through  the  delicacy  of  his  ear,  being 
trained  to  that  particular  part.  It  does  not 
demand  that  the  president  of  a  big  corporation 
shall  be  forced  to  plow  a  fiirrow  through  de¬ 
tailed  statements  of  department  work  to  know 
when  the  thing  is  running  smoothly.  He 
catches  a  suggestion  here  from  the  temper  of 
the  men,  a  suggestion  there  from  the  attitude 
of  the  customer  and  a  suggestion  in  another 
place  from  the  way  shipments  are  going  for¬ 
ward.  If  he  is  a  real  executive  he  knows,  when 
(Concluded  on  page  26.) 


enough  to  give  the  man  the  side  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  toward  which  Mr.  Winder  leans.  The  im¬ 
agination  of  the  subordinate  is  relied  upon  to 
supply  the  missing  philosophy. 

Mr.  Winder  is  a  big  man,  broad  shouldered 
and  with  a  square  face.  To  look  at  him  one 
would  think  of  a  tremendous  force,  a  busi¬ 
ness  cyclone  that  proceeded  along  its  way 
without  considering  obstacles,  or,  in  fact,  with¬ 
out  considering  those  who  might  happen  to  be 
in  the  way.  One  would  think  that  he  might 


John  H.  Winder. 


assert  himself  to  the  exclusion  of  everything 
else.  Such,  indeed,  might  be  the  story  of  that 
square  jaw — if  one  relied  on  that  alone. 

It  is  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  human  na¬ 
ture  that  a  really  big  man  is  never  arbitrary. 
The  man  of  breadth  in  business  realizes  that 
it  takes  more  than  one  to  perfect  a  big  organ¬ 
ization  and  that  two  ideas  are  better  than  one, 
even  though  one  of  them  is  poor.  Winder  is 
big  enough  to  know  that  the  most  valuable 
thing  he  gets  out  of  his  organization  is  sug¬ 
gestion  from  the  experience  those  other  em¬ 
ployes  have  in  their  various  lines.  On  the  face 
of  it  it  might  seem  that  Mr.  Winder,  in  reply¬ 
ing  “yes”  or  “no”  so  brusquely,  would  expect, 
when  he  advanced  an  idea,  to  have  it  met  with 
the  same  laconic  reply  except  that  the  answer 
would  always  be  “yes.”  On  the  contrary,  there 
was  one  man,  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  organization,  who  thought  he  knew  the 
“boss”  and  who  supposed  that  “yes”  was  the 
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New  York  Retailers’  Outing  In  Pennsylvania 


One  of  the  most  interesting  tilings  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  excursion  of  the  Eastern  & 
Central  New  York  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  As¬ 
sociation  was  the  business  session  which  was 
held  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall  at  Scranton,  Pa., 
on  Thursday  evening  of  last  week.  In  fact, 
the  interest  centered  almost  solely  in  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  policies  at  this  meeting. 

Of  late  the  association  has  been  considering 
whether  it  is  good  policy  to  allow  discounts 
where  sales  are  made  for  cash.  The  general 
impression  seems  to  be  that  this  was  advisable 
provided  prices  were  based  upon  a  credit  sys¬ 
tem  and  were  sufficiently  above  the  cost  of 
production  to  take  care  of  the  interest  on 
money  which,  under  the  credit  system,  is  prac¬ 
tically  loaned  to  the  consumer  of  the  coal.  The 
dealers  from  Troy,  N.  Y.,  made  the  statement 
that  they  had  been  allowing  a  discount  of 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  for  cash  payments. 
This  was  declared  to  work  satisfactorily.  The 
association  took  no  definite  stand  on  this  ques¬ 
tion. 

On  Thursday  night  the  Delaware  &  Hudson 
Coal  Company  gave  a  banquet  to  the  visiting 
dealers  at  the  Jermyn  hotel,  covers  being  laid 
for  two  hundred.  H.  G.  Dewey,  of  Glovers- 
ville,  acted  as  toastmaster.  Mayor  B.  J.  Dim- 
mick,  who  responded  to  the  toast,  “The  City 
of  Scranton,”  declared  that  the  time  was  near 
at  hand  when  the  people  would  realize  that 
owing  to  combinations  of  capital  and  combina¬ 
tions  of  labor  limited  agreements  as  to  price 
would  be  permitted  by  law.  He  believed  that 
general  prosperity  would  be  better  subserved 
by  such  an  agreement  rather  than  by  a  further 
consolidation  of  individual  companies. 

Joseph  B.  Dickson,  of  Dickson  &  Eddy,  and 
W.  H.  Williams,  third  vice-president  of  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Company,  were  to  have 
responded  to  the  toast,  but  were  unable  to  be 
present.  J.  G.  Islee  spoke  for  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Company,  calling  attention  to  the  new 
policy  adopted  by  that  concern  whi'ch  confines 
storage  activities  to  the  steam  coals  since  the 
practice  of  storing  domestic  coal  was  not  con¬ 
sidered  satisfactory,  as  the  retailers  were  not 
in  harmony  with  any  such  movement.  He  said 
that  in  former  years  the  company  carried  as 
much  as  600,000  tons  of  domestic  coal  in  stor¬ 
age,  but  today  there  was  not  any.  Other  ad¬ 
dresses  were  made  by  Judge  J.  H.  O’Connor, 
an  attorney  and  retail  Coal  dealer  of  Glens 
Falls;  Lee  N.  Doody,  a  newspaper  man  from 
Albany,  and  N.  I.  Schermerhorn,  of  Schenec¬ 
tady.  The  latter  lived  up  to  his  reputation  as  the 
humorist  of  the  association. 

Small  Worries  Grow. 

At  the  business  meeting  of  Thursday  after¬ 
noon  some  new  points  regarding  association 
work  were  brought  up.  The  leading  address 
was  made  by  J.  W.  Hunting  of  Glens  Falls, 
N.  Y.  After  speaking  of  the  growth  of  the  as¬ 
sociation  work  and  the  importance  of  each  one 
soliciting  new  members,  he  said  in  part: 

“The  officers  of  your  association  are  ready 
and  willing  at  all  times  to  take  up  your  trou¬ 
bles,  even  though  they  be  small  ones.  Some¬ 
times  a  dealer  does  not  think  his  worries  im¬ 
portant  enough  to  notify  the  association  be¬ 
cause  the  effect  is  only  local.  Many  times  if 
the  association  had  been  thoroughly  advised  at 
an  early  stage  in  some  development  we,  as  offi¬ 
cers  and  members  of  the  executive  committee, 
might  have  been  able  to  bring  harmony  where 
chaos  prevailed  later.  Where  notice  has  been 
sent  to  the  commissioner  he,  through  the 
course  adopted  by  him  and  assisted  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee,  has  been  able  to  bring  about 
better  results  than  were  anticipated. 

“As  to  the  relation  between  the  producer 
and  the  retailer,  our  experience  in  taking  up 
matters  with  the  producer  has  shown  that  they 
desire  to  be  fair  insofar  as  they  understand 
the  conditions.  They  are  not  always  correctly 
informed,  as  we  have  sometimes  found,  but 
are  open  to  receive  facts  and  to  learn  the 
truth.  They  are  not  averse  to  improve  retail 
conditions,  but,  in  fact,  have  frequently  come 


to  us  asking  that  we  lend  our  efforts  to  the 
bettering  of  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs 
in  our  territory.  They  realize  that  the  retailer 
is  justly  entitled  to  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  his  work,  which  puts  him  in  the  list  of  de¬ 
sirable  customers  rather  than  the  reverse.  This 
is  a  simple  business  proposition.  If  you  sell  a 
man  he  must  get  his  money  and  a  profit  or 
you  don’t  always  get  yours.  Let  us  try  to 
cultivate  as  close  relations  as  possible  with  the 
producers  and  there  will  be  less  misunder¬ 
standing.  Have  you  ever  thought  how  pleas¬ 
ant  it  would  be  if  all  our  competitors  could  see 
things  as  you  see  them?  I  will  admit  that  is 
rather  Utopian,  but  let  us  see  how  near  we 
can  come  to  it.  There  is  no  friction  among  the 
members  of  this  association,  and  it  is  because 
they  come  into  frequent  contact  with  each 
other  and  are  working  for  the  same  object. 
What  is  the  difference  between  the  large  asso¬ 
ciations  and  the  trade  in  the  individual  cities? 
In  the  home  locality  are  not  all  dealers  work¬ 
ing  for  the  same  object — money?  Are  you 
getting  more  than  you  feel  you  are  entitled  to 
under  the  conditions  of  cost  and  expense? 
Have  you  ever  realized  that  any  fool  could 
make  a  price  but  that  it  takes  a  wise  man  to 
keep  it?  When  we  get  home  let  us  show  our 
competitor  that  we  can  be  wise  men,  and  to 
your  surprise  you  will  find  that  your  competi¬ 
tor  is  a  wise  man  also. 

Question  of  Credit. 

“Credits  we  find  throughout  our  territory 
have  dominated  the  coal  dealer  instead  of  the 
coal  dealer  dictating  the  credits.  Have  you 
ever  estimated  how  much  it  costs  and  just 
what  it  takes  away  from  your  supposed  profit 
on  a  ton  of  coal  to  let  your  customer  keep  you 
out  of  your  money  for  say  a  year,  as  is  often 
the  case?  It  really  requires  about  forty  cents 
on  the  average  price  of  coal,  which  is  quite  a 
nice  profit  if  the  dealer  had  it  in  cash.  Don’t 
be  afraid  of  losing  tonnage.  Is  it  not  better 
to  sell  less  and  make  more  money?  The  other  fel¬ 
low  if  he  adopted  the  cash  basis  or  conserva¬ 
tive  credit,  at  least,  will  lose  tonnage  also,  and 
in  the  end  each  will  get  his  share  of  the  satis¬ 
factory  business.” 

One  of  the  most  interesting  papers  was  that 
by  Jesse  A.  White,  of  Albany,  on  the  cost  of 
conducting  a  retail  coal  business.  Mr.  White 
said  that  the  average  price  of  keeping  a  horse 
per  day  is  about  seventy-four  cents.  Oats 
have  increased  in  price,  within  ten  years,  more 
than  one  hundred  per  cdnt.  Other  items  of 
expense  have  increased  in  proportion.  Mr. 
White  gives  the  following  rule  for  arriving  at 
the  cost  of  conducting  business: 

“The  only  safe  and  sane  way  to  arrive  accur¬ 
ately  at  cost  per  ton  of  conducting  our  business 
is  to  take  the  sum  total  of  every  item  of  out¬ 
put  for  a  year,  including  salaries  and  living  ex¬ 
penses,  bad  accounts,  interest  on  investment, 
taxes,  insurance,  rent,  if  any,  depreciation  of 
property,  repairs,  etc.,  and  divide  it  by  the  to¬ 
tal  tonnage  sold  for  the  year.  The  result  is 
sure  to  be  the  actual  cost  per  ton  for  handling 
the  coal.” 

Mr.  White  gave,  as  part  of  his  paper,  some 
figures  compiled  by  the  New  England  associa¬ 
tion  covering  the  cost  of  handling  coal  by  sev¬ 
eral  New  England  dealers  for  a  period  of 
years.  These  figures  show  that  the  cost  of 
handling  coal  has  increased  about  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton  in  five  years.  He  quoted  also  some 
statistics  made  public  by  F.  W.  Sawtelle,  of 
Reedville,  Mass.,  showing  the  price  in  various 
towns  in  that  state,  and  also  the  cost  of  han¬ 
dling  coal.  Mr.  White  pleaded  for  a  selling 
price  for  coal  which  would  give  the  dealer  a 
reasonable  profit. 

The  Mutual  Relation. 

The  paper  read  by  E.  B.  Ashton,  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  on  the  relation  between  the  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  coal  dealer,  was  treated  in  a 
new  way.  This  address  in  part  was  as  follows: 

“Supply,  without  which  the  retail  trade  could 
have  no  existence,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
wholesaler.  Demand,  essential  to  make  sup¬ 


ply  a  living  thing,  is  controlled  by  the  retail 
trade.  How  inert  a  mass  would  supply  be, 
should  its  life  principle — demand — be  drawn 
away!  What  a  starved  and  dying  thing  de¬ 
mand  would  become,  without  supply  to  feed 
it  and  to  quench  its  thirst!  Just  as  supply  and 
demand  depend  for  their  existence,  one  upon 
the  other,  so  also  are  the  wholesaler  and  re¬ 
tailer,  controlling  as  they  do,  respectively, 
supply  and  demand,  dependent  unon  each  other 
for  their  existence  in  the  business  community. 

“Progress,  looking  to  the  establishment  and 
permanent  maintenance  of  a  successful  busi¬ 
ness,  is  the  aim  of  each  of  us.  Now,  where 
the  existence  of  a  business  branch  is  dependent 
upon  the  existence  and  continuance  of  another 
branch,  progress  in  one  will  be  dependent  upon 
and  correlative  with  progress  in  that  other. 
And  where  there  is  such  interdependence,  can 
there  be  progress  in  either  of  those  branches 
under  any  conditions  other  than  harmony?  I 
think  not. 

“A  successful  business  is  our  aim,  then,  and 
a  potent  factor  in  its  establishment  is  that  the 
relations  between  the  wholesaler  and  the  re¬ 
tailer  be  harmonious.  Harmony,  it  seems  to 
me,  as  nearly  as  anything  touches  the  key¬ 
note  of  what  this  relationship  should  be. 

“It  is  patent  to  everyone  that  the  retailer 
can,  should  he  desire  to  do  so,  and  he  often, 
without  animus,  through  carelessness  or  ig¬ 
norance,  does  do  great  harm  and  injustice  to 
the  wholesaler.  And  it  is  true  that  the  whole¬ 
saler  can,  and  sometimes  does,  in  like  manner, 
wrong  the  retailer.  Each  of  you  must  know 
of,  or  have  heard  of,  instances  where  a  re¬ 
tailer  has  refused  coal  for  trivial  and  purely 
technical  reasons,  or  has,  in  effect,  levied  black¬ 
mail  upon  the  jobber,  forcing  him  to  make  the 
retailer  a  reduction  in  price,  the  alternative 
being  the  refusal  of  the  shipment.  I  remember 
a  recent  occurrence  which  is  illustrative:  In 
February  last  a  dealer  ordered  from  a  jobber 
two  carloads  of  coal.  Shipment  was  made  at 
once  and  the  coal  delivered  at  the  dealer’s  sid¬ 
ing.  For  several  reasons,  all  of  which  were 
trivial,  and,  in  my  opinion,  insufficient,  the 
dealer  refused  to  accept  the  shipment  unless 
certain  reduction  was  made.  A  representative 
of  the  jobber  traveled  several  times  to  see  the 
dealer  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  settlement 
of  the  difficulty,  and  each  time  the  dealer 
promised  to  accept  the  shipment,  but,  when 
the  agent  had  departed,  he  wrote  each  time, 
again  refusing  acceptance.  This  consumed 
nearly  two  months  of  time.  The  price  of  coal 
meanwhile  had  dropped  fifty  cents  a  ton,  and 
demurrage  charges  of  nearly  eighty  dollars 
had  accumulated.  The  drop  in  price  was  prob- 
ably_  what  the  dealer  was  holding  off  for.  But 
the  jobber,  naturally,  would  not  grant  all  these 
reductions  to  that  dealer,  but  did  finally  suc¬ 
ceed  in  disposing  of  the  shipment  in  a  neigh¬ 
boring  town,  having  to  suffer  the  loss  of  the 
demurrage  charges,  the  drop  in  price,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  attempted  settlement.  Having 
seen  and  examined  the  shipment,  promised  to 
accept  and  pay  for  it,  the  dealer  should  not 
thereafter  have  refused  it. 

“It  has  happened,  too,  that  wholesalers  have, 
instead  of  making  their  first  appeal  to  the  re¬ 
tailer,  gone  beyond  them,  aijd  applied  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  consumer  for  orders. 

“These  things  are  unjust  and  wrong.  It  is 
axiomatic  that  if  they  are  unjust  and  wrong, 
they  are  unbusinesslike.  Ill  feeling  between 
the  retailer  and  the  wholesaler  is  engendered, 
and  you  are  drifting  toward  discord  and  away 
from  harmony. 

“Such  occurrences  as  these  cause,  and  justify, 
a  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  wholesaler 
against  the  offending  retailer,  and  the  develop¬ 
ments  are  of  a  serious  nature,  for  the  reason 
that  the  _  wholesaler  becomes  prejudiced,  not 
only  against  the  retailer  at  fault,  but  against 
retailers  as  a  class.  Others  are  made  to  suffer 
for  the  wrong  of  one.  Occurrences  such  as  the 
wholesaler  going  direct  to  the  consumer,  over 
the  head  of  the  retailer,  are  not  so  often  en¬ 
countered;  but  they  leave  their  sting. 

“This  matter  of  harmonious  relations  is  not 


No.  25] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


17 


merely  one  oi  sentiment;  it  is  a  matter  of  busi¬ 
ness.  Harmony  foots  up  in  the  profit  column, 
and  discord  will  be  found  added  to  the  loss.” 

On  Friday  the  dealers  were  taken,  on  a 
special  train  provided  by  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Company,  to  Hazleton,  where  they  were 
taken  on  mine  cars  to  inspect  the  Valley’s 
immense  stripping  near  Drifton.  A  solid  piece 
of  coal,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  fifty  feet  wide 
and  forty  feet  high  was  the  attraction.  This 
is  said  to  be  the  largest  lump  of  coal  in  the 
world.  For  the  benefit  of  the  dealers,  em¬ 
ployes  of  the  company  set  off  some  blasts  and 
the  dealers  saw  how  this  coal  is  mined  in  the 
open  air. 

On  Saturday  morning,  on  a  train  furnished 
by  Dickson  &  Eddy,  and  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Hepper,  of  Dickson  & 
Eddy’s  New  York  office,  the  dealers  left  Scran¬ 
ton  for  the  run  to  New  York.  Too  much  can 
not  be  said  in  praise  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  retailers  were  looked  after  by  the  Dickson 
&  Eddy  forces.  At  Liberty  a  stop  was  made 
for  luncheon.  The  officers  of  the  association 
were  seated  at  a  raised  table  at  one  end  of  the 
room.  On  each  side  of  President  Lynch  and 
Chairman  Dewey  were  placed  imitation  fire¬ 
crackers  of  the  cannon  variety,  with  the  fuses 
lit.  President  Lynch  shied,  but  Chairman 
Dewey  said  that  Dewey’s  place  was  always  on 
the  bridge,  and  that  on  the  bridge  he  would 
remain.  On  each  table  throughout  the  room  a 
coal  scuttle  was  placed  loaded  with  flowers. 

The  next  stop  of  the  special  was  made  at 
Cornwall,  on  the  Hudson,  where  the  Ontario 
&  Western  coal  loading  plant  was  inspected. 
Here  the  Ontario  &  Westerri  has  facilities  for 
loading  3,000  to  4,000  tons  of  coal  daily  into 
barges  for  transportation  to  Hudson  river  and 
Atlantic  coast  points.  New  York  was  reached 
at  7:45  p.  m.,  or  in  time  for  the  dealers  to  get 
on  the  “Great  White  Way”  in  time  to  see  the 
doings. 


New  England  Excursion. 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  June  17. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  members  of  the  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  the  New  England  States 
are  in  the  anthracite  regions  on  their  annual 
outing.  There  are  235  people  in  the  party,  and 
today  they  are  visiting  the  mines  of  the  Lehigh 
&  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company  in  this  section. 

The  party  left  New  York  yesterday  morning 
on  a  special  train  on  the  Central  Railroad  of 
New  Jersey,  W.  C.  Hope,  general  passenger 
agent  of  the  road  being  in  charge. 

Mauch  Chunk  was  reached  at  12:15  p.  m., 
where  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company 
entertained  the  dealers  for  several  hours.  They 
were  given  a  ride  over  the  famous  switch-back 
road.  Carroll  Moore,  New  York  sales  agent, 
and  H.  Robinson,  chief  clerk  to  R.  T.  Davies, 
general  coal  agent  of  the  Navigation  Company, 
were  at  Mauch  Chunk  to  look  after  the  party. 

Each  member  was  presented  with  a  booklet 
issued  by  Mr.  Davies,  showing  a  reprint  from 
a  New  York  house,  date  1823,  telling  of  the 
first  coal  mined  by  the  Navigation  Company  and 
its  introduction  in  the  New  York  market.  The 
article  was  printed  from  a  fac-simile  of  the 
original  print. 

The  special  train  reached  Wilkes-Barre  at  five 
o’clock,  and  after  the  dealers  were  housed  and 
dined  a  smoker  was  held  at  Hotel  Sterling. 
Speeches  were  made  by  Arthur  F.  Rice,  com¬ 
missioner  of  the  New  York  Coal  Merchants’ 
Association,  and  W.  E.  Adams,  press  agent  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad.  A  paper  prepared 
by  W.  H.  Sawtelle,  press  agent  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  was  also  read. 

Many  of  the  dealers  went  over  the  Laurel  elec¬ 
tric  line  to  Luna  Park,  Scranton,  special  cars 
furnished  by  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes-Barre  Coal 
Company  being  used. 

The  souvenir  booklet  issued  by  F.  G.  Hum¬ 
phrey,  secretary  of  the  association,  shows  some 
of  the  personnel  of  the  party :  Officers  of  as¬ 
sociation  in  charge  of  excursion,  Geo.  H.  Cooper, 
president,  Pittsfield,  Mass. ;  treasurer,  C.  E. 
Halstead,  Springfield,  Mass.;  secretary,  F.  G. 
Humphrey,  Waterbury,  Conn.;  vice-presidents, 
Elias  Lyman,  Burlington,  Vt. ;  G.  U.  Kiersted, 
Hartford,  Conn. ;  W.  A.  Clark,  Northampton, 
Mass. ;  Geo.  E.  Shaw,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  and  F. 
E.  Blodgett,  Suncook,  N.  H. 


Companies  who  are  providing  for  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  dealers  on  the  trip  are :  Lehigh 
Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  at  Mauch  Chunk; 
Lehigh  &  Wilkes-Barre  Coal  Company,  at 
Wilkes-Barre;  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Company,  at  Shamokin ;  Madeira,  Hill  & 
Co.,  at  Philadelphia. 

The  escorts  of  the  party  are : 

From  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Company— Frank  Oberrender,  sales  agent,  New 
York  City;  H.  E.  Marston  of  the  Boston  office; 
J.  F.  Johnson  of  the  Boston  office;  Michael 
'Tracy  of  the  New  York  office;  Rudolph  Jacoby 
of  the  Newburyport  office;  Charles  W.  Agard 
of  the  New  Bedford  office. 

From  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes-Barre  Coal  Com¬ 
pany — Daniel  /vnthony  of  the  New  York  office; 
Oscar  B.  Johnson  of  the  Boston  office. 

From  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Com¬ 
pare — Carroll  Moore,  sales  agent,  New  York 
City;  C.  W.  White  of  the  New  York  office;  E. 
S.  Hoffman  of  the  New  York  office. 

From  Madeira,  Hill;"&  Co. — Robert  C.  Hill  of 
the  firm;  W.  Garvin  oi  the  New  York  office; 
A.  B.  Luce  of  the  New  York  office;  John  Ed¬ 
munds  of  the  Philadelphia  office. 

From  Central  Railroad  Company  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey — W.  C.  Hope,  general  passenger  agent. 

The  guests  of  the  association  on  the  trip  are : 

Walter  E.  Adams,  press  agent  Boston  &  Al¬ 
bany  railroad ;  Arthur  F.  Rice,  commissioner  of 
Coal  Merchants’  Association  of  New  York  City; 
R.  M.  Bryan,  eastern  manager  Black  Diamond; 
G.  H.  Burbank,  of  Coal  Trade  Journal. 

The  representatives  of  wholesale  companies 
are : 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company — Chas.  W.  Wil¬ 
son  of  the  New  York  office;  A.  A.  Knight  of  the 
Boston  office;  H.  C.  Haggerty  of  the  New  York 
office. 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer '  Company,  New  York 
City — John  W.  Whitely ;  Mortimer  D.  Williams, 
eastern  sales  agent,  Boston;  H.  T.  Van  Nostrand 
of  the  New  York  office. 

Mill  Creek  Coal  Company,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 
— W.  Kishbaugh,  general  sales  agent;  J.  P. 
Kishbaugh. 

C.  W.  Claflin  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.— W.  F. 


Knowlton. 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  New  York — Geo.  H.  Nolen 
of  the  New  Haven  office. 

Benedict,  Pardee  &  Co.,  New  Haven,  Conn. — 
Robert  E.  Manross,  second  vice-president;  Frank 
L.  Lowe. 

Benedict,  Downs  &  Co.,  New  Haven. — R.  Wes¬ 
ley  Mills,  Jr.,  of  the  firm;  Ralph  M.  Armstrong; 
W.  R.  Berry. 

Heilner  &  Sons,  New  York  City — Chas.  F. 
Lamprey  of  Salem,  Mass. 

Weston,  Dodson  &  Co.,  Bethlehem,  Pa. — R. 
B.  Beahm. 

Williams,  Wells  &  Co. — G.  A.  Morgan. 

The  dealers  will  be  entertained  by  the  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Company  at  Shamokin  tomor¬ 
row,  and  by  Madeira,  Hill  &  Bo.  at  Philadelphia 
on  Friday.  The  excursion  will  end  at  New  York 
City  on  Friday  afternoon. 


Shrinkage  in  Weights. 

By  Carl  Scholz. 

The  weathering  of  coal,  generally  known 
as  shrinkage,  is  a  subject  which  gives  rise  to 
many  discussions,  but  is  not  fully  understood. 
Claims  charging  short  weighing  and  frequent¬ 
ly  suits  result  when  the  purchaser  of  a  car  of 
coal  finds  that  he  does  not  receive  as  much 
coal  as  his  invoice  describes.  For  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  dealers  and  coal  consumers,  the  follow¬ 
ing  may  be  of  interest,  especially  since  prac¬ 
tical  tests  were  made  to  verify  the  theories: 

The  causes  for  shrinkage  of  coal  weights  are 
as  follows : 

1.  The  evaporation  of  moisture  or  water  in 
the  coal. 

2.  The  loss  of  volatile  gases,  which,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  oxygen  in  the  atmosphere, 
cause  a  shrinkage  in  weight  and  loss  of  heat 
units, 

By  chemistry,  high  grade  bituminous  coal  is 
composed  of  4  per  cent  of  moisture,  35  per 
cent  of  volatile  matter,  55  per  cent  of  fixed 
carbon  and  6  per  cent  of  ash.  This  means 
that  every  ton  of  coal  contains  80  pounds  of 
water,  700  pounds  of  gassy  matter,  1,100 


pounds  of  carbon  and  120  pounds  of  earthy 
matter,  or  ash. 

When  coal  is  freshly  mined  it  usually  ab¬ 
sorbs  more  or  less  moisture  from  the  air  and 
water  in  the  mine.  Upon  exposure  to  the  at¬ 
mosphere,  and  more  especially  during  trans¬ 
portation,  evaporation  takes  place,  depending 
upon  the  climatic  and  weather  conditions.  This 
fact  is  rather  generally  known,  but  few  coal 
consumers  realize  that  in  addition  to  the  evap¬ 
oration  of  the  water  the  oxidation  of  the  more 
volatile  gases  in  the  coal  takes  place  and  re¬ 
sults  in  a  much  larger  decrease  in  weight  and 
heat  values  than  is  due  to  the  evaporation  of 
water.  Some  interesting  experiments  have 
been  made  by  the  University  of  Illinois  on  this 
subject,  showing  a  loss  of  1,350  British  ther¬ 
mal  units  per  pound  of  combustible  by  storing 
coal  for  seven  months  with  out-door  expo¬ 
sure,  and  the  writer  has  ascertained  that  coal 
originally  containing  2 per  cent  of  moisture, 
upon  exposure  to  the  atmosphere  for  six 
months,  lost  3  per  cent  in  weight,  and  yet  the 
analysis  indicated  over  2  per  cent  of  moisture 
in  the  sample.  This  indicates  clearly  the 
shrinkage  of  the  volatile  gases.  Had  this  coal 
been  handled  or  transported  the  shrinkage 
would  have  perhaps  been  greater.  Coal  stored 
under  water  for  six  months  showed  a  gain  or 
3  per  cent,  owing  to  the  absorption  of  mois¬ 
ture  and  prevention  of  slacking  due  to  the  wa¬ 
ter  seal.  The  chemical  process  is  more  appar¬ 
ent  in  the  drier  climates  than  it  is  in  the  lower 
sections,  where  the  ratio  of  humidity  is  greater. 
This  condition  may  be  compared  to  the  evap¬ 
oration  or  shrinkage  of  the  higher  volatile  oils, 
such  as  gasoline  and  benzine,  and  the  lesser 
evaporation  of  the  heavier  oils,  such  as  crude 
petroleum.  The  higher  the  ratio  of  volatile 
matter,  therefore,  the  greater  the  shrinkage. 

The  shipper  of  coal  can  only  base  his  selling 
price  upon  the  weights  ascertained  at  the 
mines.  The  farther  the  consumer  is  located 
from  the  mines  the  greater  will  be  the  shrink¬ 
age,  and  consequently  the  retailing  price  must 
increase  with  the  shrinkage.  If  the  selling 
price  at  the  mines  were  based  upon  delivery 
of  a  stated  quantity  it  would  of  necessity  be 
higher  to  the  consumer  located  near  the  mines 
and  .he  would  then  lose  the  benefit  of  his 
proximity  to  the  producing  field.  The  only 
place  properly  to  account  for  shrinkage  is  at 
the  point  of  consumption,  and  the  retailing 
price  should  vary  in  each  locality  according 
to  the  distance  from  the  mines  and  tlje  gen 
eral  weather  and  climatic  conditions. 

This  feature  also  applies  to  freight  rates; 
as  coal  is  hauled  greater  distances  the  shrink 
age  increases.  Freight  rates  are  based  on 
weights  ascertained  at  the  mines  and  contem¬ 
plate  a  shrinkage  in  transit  beyond  the  control 
of  the  carrier.  Rates  for  longer  distances  are 
lower  per  ton  mile  haul  than  those  for  shorter 
distances.  Coal  loaded  in  box  cars  shrinks 
less  than  in  open  or  stock  cars,  where  large 
surfaces  are  exposed  to  the  drying  action  of 
the  atmosphere  and  air  currents. 


Foreign  Freight  Rates. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

Freight  rates  remain  at  about  the  same  level 
as  quoted  a  week  ago,  with  the  exception  of 
Mediterranean  freights,  which  are  much  easier. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.20  to  $1.50  to  Llavana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.50  to  $1.70  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.45  to 
$1.50  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.45  to  $1.50  to  Daiquiri; 
$1.45  to  $1.50  to  Santiago  or  Guantanamo;  $1.40 
to  $1.45  to  Colon;  $1.00  to  $1.70  to  Port  of  Spain. 
Trinidad;  $1.60  to  $1.70  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.35  to 
$1.45  to  St.  Thomas:  $1.00  to  $1.70  to  Barbados; 
$1.25  to  $1.35  to  Kingston;  $1.10  to  $1.15  and 
port  charges  to  Curacao ;  $2.20  to  $2.30  to  Dem- 
crara;  $1.65  to  $1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.35  to  $1.40 
to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.35  to  $1.40  to  Tampico  ($2.10 
to  $2.20  to  Tampico  on  coke)  ;  11s  6d  to  12s  6d 
to  Buenos  Ayres ;  12s  6d  to  13s  6d  to  Rosario ; 
13s  to  14s  to  Rio;  14s  to  15s  to  Santos;  8s  to  8s 
6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east 
of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $4.25 
and  discharged,  to  Manila;  $4.50  to  Japanese 
ports. 
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Crops. 


So  far  one  of  the  biggest  crops  of  the  nation  has 
The  Record  been  definitely  determined,  that  of  hay,  and  the 

of  the  others  are  rapidly  being  made.  The  whole  yield,  in 

a  short  time,  will  be  known.  The  hay  crop  is  one 
of  the  largest  in  history,  and  the  indications  are  that 
the  general  crop  yield  will  be  enormous.  The  estimated  value  of  all 
crops  for  this  year  is  $8,000,000,000,  compared  with  the  value  five  years 
ago  of  a  little  less  than  $6,000,000,000.  This  also  compares  with  the 
value  of  the  crop  for  1907  of  a  little  less  than  $7,500,000,000.  This  means 
an  increase  in  the  crop  value  of  $500,000,000  over  1907,  or  over  $2,000,000- 
000,  or  one-third  of  the  total,  in  a  matter  of  five  years,  which  is  a  tre¬ 
mendous  record  for  productive  capacity  of  the  country.  Regardless  of 
the  enormous  increase  in  five  years,  prices  as  shown  by  recent  records 
are  at  the  high  point  in  more  than  ten  years. 

The  coal  man  is  interested  in  this  showing  of  crops  because  econo¬ 
mists  have  declared  that  upon  the  yield  of  the  farms  this  year  de¬ 
pends  the  return  of  the  period  of  prosperity.  It  has  been  freely  argued 
that  a  “bumper”  crop  of  our  principal  cereals  would  mean  an  immediate 
resumption  of  active  business.  Some  few  have  taken  the  position  that  a 
partial  failure  of  the  crops,  with  higher  prices,  would  be  advantageous  to 
the  country  at  large,  but  the  former  theory  seems  to  be  more  nearly  ac¬ 
curate. 

An  enormous  yield  of  cereals  would  mean  instantly  a  demand  for 
railroad  equipment  to  move  that  commodity  to  the  market.  It  would 
mean  the  employment  of  more  men  on  the  farms  to  harvest  the  output. 
It  would  mean  that  a  certain  wear  and  tear  upon  farm  machinery  would 
be  increased  and  that  this  would  require  the  replacing  of  those  machines 
before  next  year’s  harvest.  Through  the  railroad  activity  there  would  be 
a  demand  for  cars  and  rails — especially  for  the  car  repairs.  From  the 
equipment  side  it  would  mean  increased  activity  on  the  part  of  agricul¬ 
tural  implement  works,  and  that,  in  turn,  would  mean  employment  of 
some  more  men  and  a  demand  for  steel  from  the  iron  industry. 

These  things  would  work  around  so  that  one  of  the  major  wheels  of 
the  American  business  would  get  started,  and,  of  course,  that  would  add 
an  impetus  to  the  whole  fabric  of  business.  The  coal  man,  therefore, 
may  look  with  satisfaction  upon  the  possibility  that  the  crops  of  cereals 
this  year  will  be  valued  at  something  over  $8,000,000,000. 


Coal  Trade 
Interde¬ 
pendence. 


In  an  address  before  the  Western  &  Central  New 
York  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association,  E.  B. 
Ashton,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  made  a  happy 
point  when  he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
producer  and  dealer  are  absolutely  interdependent, 
the  one  furnishing  the  product  and  the  other  the  demand.  He  called  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fact  that  relations  are  so  close  in  a  business  way  the  feel¬ 
ing  between  the  two  should  be  cordial  and  free  from  antagonism. 

This  sentiment  expresses  the  secret  of  the  entire  coal  trade.  With 
the  producer  depending  upon  the  dealer  for  the  demand  for  his  coal,  he 
can  not  afford  to  do  anything  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
dealer.  This  emphasizes  the  point  which  we  have  frequently  brought  out 
that  any  act,  deliberate  or  accidental,  on  the  part  of  the  producer  tend¬ 
ing  to  restrict  the  business  and  profits  of  the  retailer  is  more  disastrous 
to  the  operator,  in  the  long  run,  than  to  the  dealer.  Particular  reference 
is  here  made  to  the  policy  adopted  by  some  producers  and  wholesalers  in 
trying  to  sell  to  the  consumer  even  though  this  is  robbing  the  retailer  of 


a  part  of  his  market.  The  policy  carried  to  the  extreme,  and  the  retailer 
being  eliminated  altogether,  the  producer  would  be  robbed  of  his  distrib¬ 
uting  agents  and  forced  to  supply  his  own,  consequently  limiting  the  pos¬ 
sible  output  for  his  coal  to  the  places  where  he  could  afford  to  maintain 
distributing  agencies. 

As  regards  the  attitude  of  the  retailer  toward  the  producer:  No  re¬ 
tailer  can  afford  to  leave  his  source  of  supply  in  doubt  as  to  whether  he 
is  going  to  accept  the  coal  shipped  on  his  order.  With  the  raising  of  this 
doubt  the  producer  becomes  cautious  and  begins  to  curtail  his  output. 
He  may  possibly  reduce  his  production  to  a  little  less  than  called  for  by 
the  uncertain  demands  from  retailers.  This,  of  course,  would  work  dis¬ 
aster  to  the  retailer  in  case  all  orders  were  made  bona  fide  and  there  was 
a  sudden  need  for  increased  shipments  into  his  territory. 

The  point  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  the  retailer  and  operator  are 
interdependent  and  should  work  as  complements  of  each  other  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  for  public  consumption.  Rather  than  there  being  any  an¬ 
tagonism  between  the  two  or  any  lack  of  understanding  there  should  be 
complete  harmony,  with  a  definite  purpose  in  view,  namely,  the  supplying 
of  an  exact  amount  of  coal  to  meet  an  exact  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
public.  _ 2. _ 

It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
Licensing  that  the  standard  required  of  a  practical  miner  in 

the  Miners  the  United  States  is  lower  than  in  any  other  coun¬ 

try.  It  has  also  been  a  matter  of  lamentable  record 
that  mine  disasters  in  the  United  States  have  been  more  numerous  and 
deadly  than  in  any  other  country.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  surmise  that 
carelessness  of  the  miners,  due  to  inexperience  or  other  causes,  has  been 
a  contributory  influence  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  and  serious¬ 
ness  of  the  mine  catastrophies.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  way  to 
solve  this  question  would  be  something  along  the  line  of  licensing,  by 
the  state,  those  who  engage  in  the  work  of  mining  coal. 

The  House  and  Senate  of  the  state  of  Illinois  have  just  placed  on 
the  statute  books  a  law  which  demands  that  every  one  engaged  in 
the  work  of  mining  coal,  in  that  state,  shall  obtain  a  certificate  from 
a  miners’  committee  appointed  by  the  circuit  court,  one  such  committee 
operating  in  each  county.  On  the  face  of  it  this  appears  to  be  a  step 
in  the  right  direction  because,  if  the  miners  are  more  careful  and  if  a 
certain  standard  of  competency  is  required,  the  lives  of  men  employed 
in  the  mines  will  be  more  secure  as  also  the  property  of  the  mine 
owner.  The  law  which  has  just  been  placed  upon  the  statute  books 
of  Illinois  is,  and  can  be  considered  only  as  an  opening  wedge. 

The  examination  required  is  far  from  satisfactory  because  it  de¬ 
mands  that  the  certificate  receiver  shall  have  had  two  years’  experience 
in  a  mine  or  as  a  mine  helper,  and  shall  be  able  to  answer  only  twelve 
questions,  these  to  be  put  and  replied  to  orally.  Moreover,  the  board 
which  is  to  pass  upon  the  availability  of  a  miner  is  to  be  made  up  of 
practical  miners  who  shall  devote  only  a  maximum  of  three  days  per 
month  to  the  work  of  inspecting  applicants  and  issuing  certificates. 
The  appointment  of  these  committees  is  to  be  left  to  political  influence 
and  consequently  the  miners  in  a  locality  will  be  able  to  influence  the 
selection  of  the  committee  issuing  certificates  and  it  would  be  pos¬ 
sible,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  issue  these  certificates  only  to 
men  who  hold  cards  in  labor  unions. 

If  the  new  law  is  to  create  merely  a  recruiting  office  for  the  Mine 
Workers  of  America  and  not  pay  any  particular  attention  to  increasing 
the  efficiency  of  the  mine  worker,  it  is  wholly  and  unqualifiedly  a  vicious 
measure  which  should  not  be  permitted  on  the  statute  books  of  any 
state.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  law  is  fairly  administered  and  if  it  be¬ 
comes  a  means  for  increasing  the  skill  of  each  individual  mine  worker, 
especially  those  entrusted  with  the  delicate  task  of  firing  the  shots, 
the  state  of  Illinois  has  enacted  into  a  law  the  principle  that  will  be 
uplifting  to  the  entire  coal  trade  of  the  nation.  It  is  possible,  through 
the  general  adoption  of  measures  of  this  kind,  to  have  a  direct  and 
beneficial  influence  upon  the  mine  workers  and  mine  operators  through¬ 
out  the  nation.  It  is  possible,  by  measures  of  this  kind,  to  so  limit  the 
disasters  in  mines  as  to  forestall  inimical  and  possibly  unjust  legislation 
regulative  of  mine  companies. 

On  the  whole  the  law  itself  is  not  so  important  as  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  it  and  it  depends  entirely  upon  what  attitude  the  operators 
take  toward  this  law,  whether  it  shall  become  beneficial  or  injurious.  If 
the  operator  sees  to  it  that  only  a  just  board  is  chosen  in  each  county 
and  that  the  questions  asked  are  such  as  would  tend  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  mine  worker  the  law  is  sure  to  be  beneficial  to  both 
the  miner  and  operator.  If  anything  else  is  done  with  this  measure  it 
will  be  a  positive  detriment  to  the  mine  operator  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  use  to  the  mine  worker  only  in  increasing  the  stability  of  his 
organization. 
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Miners’  Examining  Boards  Are  Created  By  Law 


The  legislature  of  the  state  of  Illinois  has 
enacted  a  law  and  bill  providing  for  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  miners’  examining  committee  in  each 
county  of  the  state,  this  law  having  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  governor. 

The  provision  of  this  law  is  that  the  Circuit 
Court  shall  appoint,  for  each  county,  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  miners,  who  shall  pass  upon  the 
availability  of  all  persons  engaged  in  the  coal 
mining  business  as  practical  miners.  No  one 
shall  be  allowed  to  work  as  a  miner  unless  he 
has  a  certificate  from  one  of  these  commis¬ 
sions.  No  applicant  shall  be  accepted  unless 
he  shall  have  served  two  years  either  as  a 
miner  or  miner’s  helper,  and  shall  pass  an  ex¬ 
amination  consisting  of  at  least  twelve  oral 
questions,  on  practical  topics  concerning  the 
work  of  a  practical  miner. 

Some  effort  has  been  made  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear  that  this  law  is  of  necessity  vicious  be¬ 
cause  it  is  likely  to  be  administered  principally 
in  the  interest  of  the  mine  workers’  union  and 
consequently  is  likely  to  perpetuate  unionism 
in  the  mines  to  the  exclusion  of  the  non-union 
miner.  Like  most  other  laws  of  this  charac¬ 
ter,  its  use  or  abuse  would  depend  entirely 
upon  the  interpretation  placed  on  or  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  it.  With  the  mine  operators 
taking  a  part  in  public  affairs  and  seeing  that 
impartial  judges  are  elected  and  that  impartial 
boards  are  appointed  to  examine  the  miners 
the  law  could  be  made  beneficial  to  every  op¬ 
erator  in  the  state.  Without  such  an  exact 
administration  the  law  easily  could  become  a 
vicious  measure  intended  merely  as  a  recruit¬ 
ing  office  for  the  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

At  this  stage,  since  the  law  is  already  upon 
the  statute  books,  there  is  little  virtue  in  con¬ 
demning  the  measure  because  of  its  evil  pos¬ 
sibilities,  but  the  virtue  lies  in  each  operator 
seeing  that  no  injustice  is  done  either  to  him 
or  to  those  who  aspire  to  be  miners  by  the 
board  which  are  appointed  by  the  circuit 
judges.  The  law,  which  was  placed  on  the 
statute  books  and  approved  June  1,  is  known 
as  Senate  Bill  No.  213,  and  is  as  follows: 

“Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of 
the  state  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly:  That  hereafter  no  person  who¬ 
soever  shall  be  employed  or  engaged  as  a 
miner  in  any  coal  mine  in  this  state  without 
having  obtained  a  certificate  of  competency 
and  qualification  to  do  so  from  a  ‘Miners’  Ex¬ 
amining  Board’  of  some  county  of  this  state, 
except  that  any  miner  employed  in  the  state 
when  this  act  becomes  effective,  who  has  been 
employed  at  least  two  years  in  the  coal  mines, 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  permitting  him 
to  work  in  the  mines  of  this  state  as  a  prac¬ 
tical  miner.  Provided,  that  the  above  pro¬ 
visions  shall  not  prevent  the  employment  of 
persons  not  having  such  certificates  who  are 
employed  or  engaged  to  work  with  or  under 
the  direction  of  a  miner  having  such  certifi¬ 
cate,  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  qualified  to 
receive  such  certificate  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

'  “Sec.  2.  In  each  county  of  the  state  where 
the  business  of  coal  mining  is  carried  on 
there  shall  be  created  a  board  to  be  styled  the 
‘Miners’  Examining  Board,’  to  consist  of  three 
miners,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  circuit 
judges  of  the  judicial  district  in  which  such 
county  shall  lie;  such  appointment  to  be  made 
immediately  after  this  act  shall  go  into  effect, 
and  annually  thereafter  at  the  first  term  of 
court  in  each  year,  all  vacancies  to  be  filled 
by  such  judges  as  they  occur;  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  such  boards  shall  be  exprienced  and 
skillful  miners  actually  engaged  in  said  busi¬ 
ness  in  their  respective  districts.  _ 

“Each  of  said  boards  shall  organize  by  elect¬ 
ing  one  of  the  members  president,  and  one 
member  secretary;  and  every  member  of  said 
board  shall,  within  ten  days  after  his  appoint¬ 
ment,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirma¬ 
tion  before  a  properly  qualified  officer  of  the 
county  in  which  he  resides,  that  he  will  hon¬ 
estly  and  impartially  discharge  his  official  du¬ 
ties. 

“Members  of  said  board  shall  receive  as 


compensation  for  their  services  $3.50  per  day 
for  each  day  actually  engaged  in  their  official 
duties,  and  all  legitimate  and  necessary  ex¬ 
penses  incurred  in  attending  meetings  of  said 
board  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  no 
part  of  the  salary  of  the  said  boards,  or  the 
expenses  thereof,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  state 
treasury. 

“Sec.  3.  Each  of  said  examining  boards  shall 
designate  some  convenient  meeting  place  in 
their  respective  counties,  of  which  due  notice 
shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  two  or 
more  newspapers  of  the  proper  county.  At 
such  meeting  a  book  of  registration  shall  be 
open  in  which  shall  be  registered  the  name  and 
address  of  each  and  every  person  to  whom 
they  have  issued  certificates  of  competency 
under  this  act. 

“Sec.  4.  Each  applicant  for  examination  for 
the  certificate  herein  provided  shall  pay  a  fee 
of  one  dollar,  and  the  amount  derived  from 
this  source  shall  be  held  by  said  boards  and 
applied  to  the  expense  and  salaries  herein 
provided  and  such  as  may  arise  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act.  The  said  boards  shall 
report  in  writing  annually  to  the  court  ap¬ 
pointing  them  and  to  the  state  inspectors  of 
mines,  all  moneys  received  and  disbursed  un¬ 
der  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  with 
the  number  of  miners  examined  under  this  act 
and  the  number  failing  to  pass  the  required 
examination. 

“Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  boards 
to  meet  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month, 
but  when  said  day  falls  on  a  legal  holiday; 
then  the  day  following,  and  said  meeting  shall 
be  public,  and  if  necessary  the  meeting  shall 
be  continued  to  cover  whatever  portion  may 
be  required  of  a  period  of  three  days  in  suc¬ 
cession,  or  for  the  first  session  of  the  re¬ 
spective  boards  hereunder  such  longer  period 
as  may  be  required  to  examine  all  applicants 
for  examination  presenting  themselves,  and 
examine  under  oath  all  persons  who  desire 
to  be  employed  as  miners  in  the  respective 
counties;  and  said  board  shall  grant  such  per¬ 
sons  as  may  be  qualified,  certificates  of  com¬ 
petency  or  qualification  which  shall  entitle  the 
holders  thereof  to  be  employed  as  and  to  do 
the  work  of  miners,  as  may  be  expressed  in 
said  certificate,  and  such  certificates  shall  be 
good  and  sufficient  evidence  without  an  exam¬ 
ination  in  any  other  county  of  the  state  of 
competency  under  this  act. 

“Every  person  applying  for  a  certificate  of 
competency,  or  to  entitle  him  to  be  employed 
as  a  miner,  must  produce  evidence  of  having 
had  not  less  than  two  years  of  practical  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  miner  or  with  a  miner,  and  in 
no  case  shall  an  applicant  be  deemed  compe¬ 
tent  unless  he  appear  in  person  before  the 
said  board  and  orally  answer  intelligently  and 
correctly  at  least  twelve  practical  questions 
propounded  to  him  by  said  board  pertaining 
to  the  requirements  of  a  practical  miner.  The 
said  board  shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  their  meetings  and  in  said 
record  shall  show  a  correct  detailed  account 
of  the  examination  of  each  applicant,  with 
questions  asked  and  their  answers,  and  at 
each  of  these  meetings  the  board  shall  keep 
said  record  open  for  public  inspection.  Any 
miners’  certificate  granted  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  not  be  transferable,  and  any 
transfers  of  the  same  shall  be  deemed  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  this  act.  Such  certificates  shall  be 
issued  only  at  meetings  of, said  boards,  and 
said  certificates  shall  not  be  legal  unless  then 
and  there  signed  by  at  least  two  members  of 
such  board. 

“Sec  6.  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  en¬ 
gage  as  a  miner  in  any  coal  mine  without 
having  obtained  such  certificate  as  aforesaid. 
And  no  person  shall  employ  any  person  as  a 
miner  who  does  not  hold  such  certificate  as 
aforesaid,  and  no  mine  foreman  or  superin¬ 
tendent  shall  permit  or  suffer  any  person  to 
be  employed  under  him,  or  in  the  mines  un¬ 
der  his  charge  and  supervision,  as  a  miner 
who  does  not  hold  such  certificate.  Any  per¬ 
son  or  persons  who  shall  violate  or  fail  to 


comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  convic¬ 
tion  thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  and  not 
to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  or  shall  under¬ 
go  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  a  term 
of  not  less  than  thirty  days  and  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  six  months,  or  either,  or  both,  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  court. 

“Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several 
miners’  examining  boards  to  investigate  all 
complaints  or  charges  of  non-compliance  or 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to 
prosecute  all  persons  so  offending;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  of 
the  judicial  district  wherein  the  complaints  or 
charges  are  made  to  investigate  the  same  and 
prosecute  all  persons  so  offending,  and  it  shall 
at  all  times  be  the  duty  of  such  prosecuting 
attorney  to  prosecute  such  members  of  the 
Miners’  Examining  Board  as  have  failed  to  per¬ 
form  their  duty  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
Upon  conviction  of  any  member  of  the 
Miners’  Examining  Board  for  any  violation 
of  this  act,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  herein 
provided,  his  office  shall  be  declared  vacant, 
and  he  shall  be  deemed  ineligible  to  act  as  a 
member  of  the  said  board. 

“Sec.  8.  For  the  purpose  of  this  act  the 
members  of  the  said  Miners’  Examining  Board 
shall  have  the  power  to  administer  oaths. 

“Sec.  9.  An  act  entitled  ‘An  act  in  relation 
to  the  safety  and  competency  of  coal  miners, 
and  to  punish  for  infraction  of  same,’  approved 
June  7,  1897,  in  force  July  1,  1897,  is  hereby- 
repealed. 

“Approved  June  1,  1908.” 


Randolph-Macon  Statement. 

New  York,  June  18. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  article  printed  last  week  relative  to 
Judge  Martin’s  overruling  the  demurrers  of  the 
defendants  in  the  suit  brought  by  the  Slater 
Trust  Company  against  the  Randolph-Macon 
Coal  Company,  a  Missouri  concern  now  bank¬ 
rupt,  has  brought  forth  a  letter  from  the  attor¬ 
neys  for  the  defendants,  in  which  they  discuss 
the  case.  They  write  as  follows : 

“Judge  Martin’s  decision  does  not  constitute 
a  finding  of  any  facts  whatever  against  any  of  the 
defendants.  There  has,  as  yet,  been  no  trial  of 
the  case.  The  defendants  have  not  even  filed 
their  answers  to  the  bill  of  complaint.  In  deter¬ 
mining  questions  of  law  raised  by  demurrers  a 
court  is  bound  to  assume  that  the  facts  stated 
in  the  complaint  are  true,  without  having  heard 
the  defendants’  statement  or  proof  in  their  own 
behalf. 

“Judge  Martin’s  decision  simply  means,  there¬ 
fore,  that,  without  having  any  means  of  knowing 
what  the  facts  were,  but  assuming  the  facts 
stated  by  the  Slater  Trust  Company  to  be  true, 
in  his  opinion  the  complaint  is  sufficient  to  enable 
that  company  to  go  to  trial. 

“The  facts  in  the  Randolph-Macon  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  litigation  are  that  the  holder  of  $5,000  of 
the  bonds  of  the  company,  bought  from  Mackay 
&  Co.,  has  filed  a  bill  of  complaint  in  the  courts 
at  New  York,  alleging  that  he  was  misled  by 
his  reading  of  the  mortgage  as  to  the  actual 
property  owned  in  fee  by  the  company.  The  at¬ 
torneys  for  the  directors  asserted,  on  demur¬ 
rer,  that  he  had  no  ground  for  suit  against  them. 
The  judge  has  declined  to  dismiss  the  bill  of 
complaint,  and  in  an  ex-parte  statement  says  that 
if  the  allegations  made  in  that  bill  were  true  the 
plaintiff  had  right  of  action. 

“The  attorneys  for  the  directors  of  the  Ran¬ 
dolph-Macon  Coal  Company  will  now  prepare 
their  answer,  in  which  they  will  deny  all,  or  al¬ 
most  all,  of  the  statements  made  in  the  bill  of 
complaint,  and  it  will  be  incumbent  upon  the 
plaintiff  to  prove  the  statements  made  therein.” 


John  H.  Jones,  president  of  the  Pittsburgh- 
Buffalo  Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  was  in  Chicago 
this  week  attending  the  Republican  national  con¬ 
vention.  He  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  P.  C. 
Knox,  whom  the  Pittsburgh  delegation  was 
booming  for  the  presidency. 
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News  Local  to  Chicago. 


John  Rasmussen,  formerly  with  the  Chaffin 
Coal  Company,  is  now  connected  with  the 
Big  Sandy  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 

Thomas  J.  Morgan  of  the  American  Coal 
Company  of  Cincinnati  stopped  here  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  leaving  on  Thurs¬ 
day  night  for  a  trip  into  the  northwest. 

Tom  Haskett,  known  throughout  the  west 
as  a  member  of  the  famous  Chicago  degree 
team  of  the  Order  Kokoal,  has  received  a  well 
earned  promotion  and  now  answers  to  the  title 
of  general  sales  agent  of  the  Chaffin  Coal 
Company. 

A.  Wilcoxson,  who  recently  left  the  services 
of  the  Chaffin  Coal  Company,  has  decided 
to  start  in  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
consequently  has  assisted  in  the  formation  of 
the  Ilatch-Wilcoxson  Coal  Company,  which 
will  do  a  general  jobbing  business. 

R.  Lee  France,  404  Fisher  building,  is  meet¬ 
ing  with  great  success  in  introducing  Black 
Mountain  coal  in  western  territory.  This  coal 
is  mined  by  the  Kenvir  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
who  operate  six  mines,  with  a  daily  capacity 
of  3,000  tons,  at  Pennington  Gap,  Lee  county, 
Virginia. 

One  day  this  week  Nicholas  G.  Mueller  of 
Nicholas  G.  Mueller  &  Co.,  Great  Northern 
building,  was  calling  on  some  of  the  coal 
trade,  and  speaking  of  the  market  conditions 
in  Chicago  said:  “The  coal  trade  is  about  as 
prosperous  now  as  the  lemonade  stand  at  a  brew¬ 
ers’  picnic.” 

William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  was  one 
of  the  visitors  in  Chicago  this  week.  He  came 
in  with  the  Blaine  Club  of  Cincinnati,  and  when 
not  participating  in  the  march  fests  he  took 
occasion  to  call  upon  some  of  the  members 
of  the  coal  trade. 

A.  J.  Leinen,  formerly  with  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Company,  has  opened  an  of- 
ifice  at  919  Fisher  building  and  in  the  future 
will  devote  his  entire  time  to  collecting  claims 
against  the  railroads.  He  is  working  on  a 
commission  basis,  charging  a  small  per  cent  of 
the  amount  collected  on  the  claim  for  his 
services,  and  so  far  has  been  very  successful. 

W.  B.  MacDonald,  general  manager  of  the 
Evansville  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Company  of  Ev¬ 
ansville,  Indiana,  was  a  business  visitor  to  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week.  He  called  on  the  trade  in  the 
intervals  between  the  time  that  he  was  an  on¬ 
looker  at  proceedings  at  the  Annex,  where 
the  interests  of  Vice-President  Fairbanks  were 
being  taken  care  of  by  his  Indiana  constitu¬ 
ents. 

The  coal  trade  was  conspicupusly  repre¬ 
sented  at  the  Coliseum  this  week.  Fred  G. 
Upham,  president  of  the  City  Fuel  Company, 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrange¬ 
ments  and  made  such  a  decided  hit  with  the 
Republican  National  Committee  that  he  was 
presented  with  a  silver  loving  cup.  John  T. 
Connery  was  also  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  arrangements,  and  George  F.  Getz  was  one 
of  the  sergeants-at-arms  in  the  big  convention 
at  the  Coliseum.  Aside  from  that  practically 
the  entire  trade,  for  a  part  of  the  time,  made 
up  part  of  the  crowd  that  watched  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  affairs  around  the  Annex. 

One  of  the  big  eastern  coal  companies,  that 
does  a  large  business  in  the  production  of  New 
River  coal,  sent  out  a  circular  letter  this 
week  saying  that  for  June  only  smokeless 
lump  and  egg  is  on  sale  at  the  circular  price 
of  $1.60.  After  the  1st  of  July  it  will  be  sold 
only  “at  the  market.”  The  announcement  is 
also  made  that  a  certain  quantity  of  run-of- 
tnine  is  for  sale  now  at  $1.25,  but  that  after 
September  first  it  will  be  $1.40.  The  implica¬ 
tion  in  the  circular  letter  is  that  the  com¬ 
pany  expects  the  price  to  advance  shortly  after 
the  1st  of  July,  because  the  output  will  all  be 
taken  up  in  shipments  to  the  lakes. 

“Billy”  Howe,  that  good  natured  genius  who 
guides  the  destiny  of  the  Martin-Howe  Coal 
Company,  is  thinking  of  holding  a  birthday 
celebration  for  the  Tecumseh  mine,  which  is 
said  to  be  the  only  shaft  in  Indiana  that  ever 


attained  a  daily  output  of  1,000  tons  within 
one  year  of  the  opening  of  the  mine.  The 
Tecumseh  mine  was  opened  last  July  and  has 
been  operated  continuously  since  the  opening, 
with  the  exception  of  holidays  and  the  shut¬ 
down  in  April  while  the  miners  were  waiting 
for  a  scale.  This  record  speaks  well  for  the 
selling  department  as  well  as  the  operating 
department,  which  is  under  the  watchful  eye 
of  “Joe”  Martin,  one  of  the  best  operating 
men  in  the  Hoosier  state. 

One  of  the  visitors  in  Chicago  this  week 
was  E.  R.  South,  manager  of  the  Elk  Coal 
Company,  with  headquarters  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  This  concern  has  operations  in  Wyom¬ 
ing,  and  Mr.  South  is  in  Chicago  to  study  the 
question^  of  briquet  making,  with  a  view  to 
installing  a  briquetting  plant  in  connection 
with  the  company’s  mines.  In  Wyoming  the 
demand  for  screenings  is  practically  nil,  and 
the  production  amounts  to  about  one-third  of 
the  total  output  of  the  mines.  It  has  been  a 
grave  question  what  to  do  with  this  depre¬ 
ciated  coal.  Up  to  now  it  has  not  had  any 
reasonable  market,  and  consequently  the  price 
of  screenings  has  been  all  out  of  proportion 
to  the  price  of  the  prepared  sizes.  It  is  re¬ 
alized  that  by  the  use  of  this  coal  in  the 
manufacture  of  briquets  a  satisfactory  market 
can  be  created  for  the  product  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  efficiency  of  the  mine  organiza¬ 
tion  increased  tremendously.  The  company  is 
making  a  very  thorough  study  of  this  subject 
and  expects  to  continue  an  investigation,  even 
though  it  is  necessary  to  go  abroad,  where 
briquet  making  is  engaged  in  to  a  greater  ex¬ 
tent  than  has  been  deemed  possible  in  this 
country.  In  the  matter  of  the  next  six  weeks 
or  two  months  a  definite  decision  will  be 
made  by  the  Elk  Coal  Company,  and  this 
will  probably  be  to  install  a  briquet  giant  in 
connection  with  the  mine.  Mr.  South  also 
is  buying  a  complete  mine  equipment  and  pro¬ 
poses  to  install  a  chemical  laboratory. 


Eastern  Developments. 


R.  Golla,  the  retail  coal  dealer  at  Broadway 
and  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  street,  New 
York,  lost  ten  horses  from  glanders  last  week 
and  has  two  more  horses  suffering  from  this 
disease.  Mr.  Golla’s  horses  were  very  valua¬ 
ble  draft  horses,  costing  $300  and  upward 
each. 

Notwithstanding  the  falling  off  in  the  de¬ 
mand  for  anthracite,  John  C.  Haddoch,  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  who  sells  the  Plymouth  Coal  Com¬ 
pany’s  output,  informs  us  that  they  are  work¬ 
ing  their  operation  on  full  time  and  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  able  to'  continue  to  do  so  throughout 
the  summer  months. 

Two  hundred  mining  officials  of  the  Plfila- 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  held  a 
meeting  at  Pottsville  last  Friday  to  discuss  vari¬ 
ous  ways  and.  means  for  curtailing  expenses  dur¬ 
ing  the  dull  season.  The  collieries  of  the  Read¬ 
ing  are  being  worked  only  three  days  a  week 
now. 

* 

J.  R.  Brydon,  superintendent  of  the  Scranton 
Coal  Company  and  Dickson  &  Eddy  collieries  in 
the  Scranton  region,  is  traveling  in  Europe,  tak¬ 
ing  a  well  earned  vacation.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
informed  mining  men  in  the  region,  and  is  at 
the  same  time  one  of  the  most  popular  officials 
to  be  found.  Mrs.  Bryden  is  accompanying  him 
on  his  trip. 

George  F.  Etzel,  the  retail  coal  dealer  at 
No.  88  Mangin  street,  New  York,  has  leased 
a  large  house  and  12-acre  farm  at  Millerton, 
in  Duchess  county,  New  York,  and  will  reside 
there  with  his  family  until  September  15, 
making  frequent  trips  to  the  city  to  look  after 
his  business.  He  recently  purchased  a  6  cyl¬ 
inder  Franklin  automobile,  which  he  will  put 
into  daily  use  during  his  stay  up  New  York 
state. 

Experts  Blewitt  and  Davies,  who  have  been 
working  for  months  determining  the  quantity  of 
coal  in  the  county,  have  finished  a  report  show¬ 
ing  that  there  are  500,000  foot  acres  of  coal  in 
round  numbers  in  the  county,  or  three  times  as 
much  unmined  coal  as  has  ever  been  assessed. 
On  all  of  this  coal  the  commissioners  have 


placed  an  assessment  of  $100  a  foot  acre,  which 
brings  the  valuation  of  all  coal  in  the  county  up 
to  $50,000,000. 

Hollenback  mine,  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes-Barre 
Coal  Company,  located  in  Wilkes-Barre,  has  sus¬ 
pended  operations  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
During  the  suspension  extensive  improvements 
will  be  made,  including  the  erection  of  a  new 
engine  house  and  a  new  washery  and  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  new  machinery  in  the  breaker. 

This  week  at  Scranton  the  courts  took  up  the 
appeals  of  the  coal  companies  from  the  in¬ 
creased  assessment  levied  on  coal  by  the  county 
commissioners.  The  cases  will  probably  drag 
along  for  weeks. 

Andrew  Schmidt,  a  Wilkes-Barre  tailor,  has 
the  patent  rights  to  a  product  and  the  ma¬ 
chine  with  which  it  is  manufactured  which  he 
believes  will  ultimately  revolutionize  the  an¬ 
thracite  coal  industry  so  far  as  domestic  fuel 
is  concerned.  Mr.  Schmidt’s  new  invention  is 
called  “Improved  composition  fuel,”  according 
to  his  certificate  from  the  patent  office.  He 
claims  that  his  fuel  is  “improved”  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  ordinary  coal  briquets,  in  that 
there  is  no  tar  in  the  composition  lie  uses  as 
a  binder.  Mr.  Schmidt  is  now  constructing  a 
machine  for  making  his  bricks,  which  he  will 
place  on  exhibition. 

The  White  Star  Line  announces  that  it  will 
withdraw  from  the  New  York-Southampton 
service  five  freight  steamers  which  have  been 
used  in  the  grain  carrying  service.  It  is  said 
that  on  account  of  a  saving  of  two  and  a  half 
cents  on  the  rail  freight  via  Montreal  that 
these  vessels  will  be  usjd  in  the  Montreal 
service  hereafter.  The  steamship  company, 
on  the  other  hand,  states  that  the  boats  are 
being  withdrawn  from  the  New  York  service 
because  of  lack  of  cargoes.  As  these  boats 
take  from  4,000  to  5,000  tons  of  bunker  coal 
in  New  York  harbor  each  month,  the  bunker¬ 
ing  companies  will  suffer  to  that  extent  by 
their  withdrawal. 

E.  R.  Dunham,  president  of  the  Dunham  Coal 
Company,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  is  at  At¬ 
lantic  City,  attending  the  Railway  Master  Me¬ 
chanics’  Convention.  Mr.  Dunham  is  president 
of  the  Western  Smoke  Consumer  Company, 
which  is  exploiting  a  device  now  used  on  sev¬ 
eral  railway  lines  on  locomotives.  They  will 
have  a  locomotive  fitted  up  with  their  device 
at  the  convention  to  demonstrate  its  practicabil¬ 
ity.  The  apparatus  is  the  invention  of  an  Aus¬ 
trian  named  Schleyder,  and  it  has  been  given 
a  thorough  try-out  on  the  New  Haven  system. 

E.  L.  Carpenter,  general  manager  of  the  Daw¬ 
son  Fuel  Company,  a  New  Mexico  coal  cor¬ 
poration,  with  headquarters  at  El  Paso,  Tex., 
is  east  to  attend  the  graduation  of  a  son  at  Yale 
and  is  calling  on  the  New  York  coal  trade.  Mr. 
Carpenter  was  formerly  New  York  manager  of 
the  Fairmont-Consolidation-Somerset  Companies, 
which  position  he  resigned  in  November,  1905, 
to  accept  the  management  of  the  Dawson  Fuel 
Company. 

So  far  this  month  the  collieries  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Company  have  been  worked 
on  full  time,  although  the  Reading  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  companies  have  put  their  opera¬ 
tions  on  short  time.  This  is  the  last  month 
of  the  fiscal  year  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Company,  and  it  is  said  that  the  company  is 
operating  on  full  time  for  the  purpose  of 
rounding  out  the  fiscal  year  in  good  shape. 
The  Valley  will  need  lots  of  coal  for  the  lake 
trade  as  soon  as  it  opens  up,  and  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  its  operations  are  working  on 
regular  time  so  as  to  provide  a  heavy  tonnage 
at  the  lake  ports  by  July  1,  when  it  is  hoped 
that  the  lake  boats  will  commence  moving. 

Alvin  Markle,  a  brother  of  John  B.  Mar- 
kle,  the  well  known  Hazleton  coal  operator, 
returned  from  Europe  on  Saturday,  leaving 
his  brother,  who  went  to  Europe  several 
months  ago  to  try  and  save  his  sight,  in  the 
care  of  Professor  Pagensteichler  at  Wiesba¬ 
den.  Mr.  Markle  lost  the  sight  of  his  right 
eye  about  a  "ear  ago,  and  when  he  discov¬ 
ered  that  his' left  eye  was  also  becoming  af¬ 
fected  he  sailed  at  once  for  Europe.  His 
brother  brings  the  news  that  Professor  Pagen¬ 
steichler  hopes  to  save  the  left  eve. 
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General  Review. 


Lake  Carriers  Decide  to  Operate  Boats 
[and  The  Market  Will  be 
Influenced 


The  big  influence  on  the  general  coal  mar¬ 
ket  for  the  week  was  the  meeting  of  the  Lake 
Carriers’  Association  held  in  Cleveland  on 
Monday.  At  that  time  it  was  decided  to 
withdraw  all  restrictions  from  the  movement 
of  so-called  independent  boats,  permitting 
each  factor  to  use  discretion  in  whether  the 
boats  should  be  started  or  not.  The  thing 
which  has  held  the  boats  in  ordinary  up  to 
now  has  been  the  absence  of  ore  cargoes  on 
the  down  bound  trip  and  it  is  a  reasonable 
assumption  that  if  ore  cargoes  begin  to  move 
the  operation  of  boats  on  the  lakes  will  be 
more  or  less  general  in  a  short  time. 

This  means  the  coal  trade  by  the  lake  route, 
which  has  been  waiting  on  the  activity  of 
boats,  will  begin  to  show  new  life.  Already 
the  mines  in  the  Hocking  Valley,  No.  8  dis¬ 
trict,  and  in  western  Pennsylvania  have  started 
to  increase  their  outputs  that  the  production 
of  coal  may  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  lake 
requirements.  From  now  until  the  close  of 
navigation  every  effort  on  the  part  of  the  coal 
operators,  shipping  by  lake,  will  be  directed 
to  meeting  that  demand  which  comes  from 
the  northwest.  Apparently  now  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  ship  any  such  amount  of  coal  by 
the  lake  route  as  was  moved  last  year,  namely, 
17,000,000  tons.  If  the  operators  are  able  to  get 
into  the  northwest  as  much  as  12,000,000  or 
12,500,000  tons  it  will  be  an  unusually  good 
record.  Whether  this  amount  of  coal  in  the 
northwest  would  be  sufficient  for  next  win¬ 
ter’s  needs  must  depend  first  upon  industrial 
developments  and,  second,  upon  the  tempera¬ 
ture.  Primarily  the  movement  of  such  an 
amount  of  coal  will  depend  upon  the  facility 
with  which  the  northwestern  railroads  move 
this  material  from  the  docks,  since  it  is  known 
that  the  upper  lake  docks  have  not  storage 
capacity  for  anywhere  near  that  amount  of 
fuel.  It  is  a  question  whether  the  docks  will 
hold  the  amount  of  coal  that  can  be  carried 
between  the  first  of  July  and  the  first  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

This  lake  situation  will  have  an  influence 
upon  the  western  market  in  two  ways.  In  the 
first  place,  it  will  remove  for  the  remainder 
of  the  summer  a  good  deal  of  eastern  coal 
from  competition  in  the  western  market,  and. 
hence,  will  have  a  tendency  to  stiffen  spot 
prices.  In  the  second  place  it  will  tend  to 
limit  the  amount  of  coal  available  for  con¬ 
sumption  in  the  northwest,  and  hence  next 
winter  will  afford  a  more  satisfactory  market 
for  the  production  of  Indiana  and  Illinois 
mines.  The  northwestern  situation  is  likely 
to  play  a  much  more  important  part  in  the 
spot  coal  trade  this  year  than  has  been  the  case 
for  some  time. 

Contracting,  so  far  in  the  general  coal  trade, 
is  slow.  The  big  railroads  have  not  bought 
as  liberally  as  has  been  supposed,  and  while 
manufacturing  concerns  are  putting  in  some 
orders  they  are  not  specifying  against  con¬ 
tracts  or  asking  the  coal  to  be  shipped.  About  the 
only  active  demand  in  the  coal  trade  for  the 
week  has  been  from  municipalities  and  from  pub¬ 
lic  service  corporations.  These  have  had  to  have 
coal  and  have  bought  rather  liberally,  some 
placing  long  time  contracts.  It  has  been 
apparent  that  this  year  coal  to  municipalities 
has  gone  at  a  lower  figure  than  for  possibly 
a  decade,  the  reason  for  this  being  that  the 
material  was  purchased  when  competition  was 
keenest  and  the  outlook  for  the  future  was 
most  depressing. 

One  of  the  strongest  influences,  upon  the 
whole  market  is  the  improved  situation  in 
iron  and  steel,  which  is  calling  for  a  larger 
amount  of  coke.  This,  of  course,  draws  upon 
the  coal  supply  and  indicates  that  the  steel 
mills  are  getting  more  business,  hence  that 
factory  activity  is  on  the  increase.  Specific 
reports,  however,  of  greater  activity  in  fac¬ 
tories  have  been  confined  for  the  week  to  the 
New  England  territory  and  the  South. 


Chicago  Market. 

Buying  Responds  to  Persuasions  of  Sales¬ 
men,  But  Trade  Is  by  No  Means 
Buoyant 


The  coal  trade  conditions  in  Chicago  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  respond  a  little  to  the  persuasions  of 
salesmen.  It  takes  a  good  deal  of  effort  to  get 
rid  of  coal,  but  sales  are  possible  if  the  coal 
men  are  persistent. 

Most  of  the  persuasions  now  are  predicated 
upon  conditions  which  are  expected  to  develop 
in  the  next  month  or  six  weeks.  Although  in 
some  vital  particulars  current  presentations  of 
the  situation  lack  logic,  they  have  the  virtue  of 
getting  the  coal  dealer  and  consumer  to  take  in 
some  little  coal  during  the  summer.  Buyers 
really  are  still  unwilling  to  make  large  com¬ 
mitments  and  are  very  much  disposed  to  hold 
off  for  a  while,  but,  if  a  salesman  is  energetic, 
he  can  usually  talk  his  customer  into  laying  in 
a  small  amount.  This  situation  pertains,  of 
course,  to  the  prepared  sizes.  Without  a  market 
in  which  to  dispose  of  the  lump  coal,  operators 
are  not  going  to  produce  to  supply  a  demand  for 
screenings  which  seem  to  be  very  strong. 

Close  analysis,  however,  shows  that  even  the 
strength  of  screenings  is  relative,  the  production 
being  short  of  needs  by  steam  plants  because 
the  operators  have  to  keep  the  production  eased 
down,  not  having  an  outlet  for  their  prepared 
sizes.  Demurrage  coal  is  still  a  factor,  coming 
from  both  eastern  and  western  mines,  and  all 
grades  of  coal  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
are  influenced  from  15  to  25  cents  a  ton  by  the 
necessity  to  avoid  car  service. 

Looking  to  the  future,  the  coal  trade  is  dis¬ 
posed  to  believe  that  as  soon  as  the  season  of 
navigation  opens  the  supply  of  coal  in  the  west¬ 
ern  market  will  be  considerably  restricted.  It 
is  believed  that  bv  limiting  the  Chicago  supply 
to  coals  from  Indiana  and  Illinois,  this  market 
will  be  in  fairly  good  shape,  but  even  this  is 
contingent  upon  the  action  of  Indiana  and  Illi¬ 
nois  producers  in  keeping  down  their  output. 
The  selling  argument  relied  most  upon  is  that 
eastern  coal  will  be  scarce  and  that  a  car  shortage 
will  develop  later,  because  the  railroads  have 
not  kept  up  their  rolling  stock.  While  railroad 
companies  have  not  been  repairing  their  cars  as 
extensively  as  they  would  if  business  conditions 
were  favorable,  they  have  not  been  permitting 
them  to  depreciate  in  value,  as  some  have  been 
led  to  suppose.  With  something  like  400,000 
cars  lying  idle,  it  is  hardlv  probable  the  increase 
in  the  coal  trade  this  fall  is  going  to  be  sufficient 
to  overtax  the  equipment  now  active  and  that 
which  is  unused  on  side  tracks. 

Moreover,  there  is  danger  of  a  coal  shortage 
next  winter,  unless  the  demand  for  the  steam 
product  shows  a  greater  increase  than  is  now 
expected.  The  virtue  in  moving  the  coal  now 
is  in  supplying  a  certain  amount  of  fuel  that  is 
to  be  needed  next  fall  and  winter,  so  that  the 
mines  may  not  be  tempted  to  overproduce  and 
thus  create  a  demoralization  of  the  trade  that 
will  last  through  the  fall  and  winter. 

The  anthracite  trade  is  moving  along  quietlv 
and  without  much  show  of  activity.  A  good  deal 
of  coal  is  coming  into  the  market  because  the 
lakes  have  not  yet  begun  to  absorb  any  large 
amounts.  Moreover,  the  transportation  facilities 
are  admirable  for  a  heavy  movement. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  coal  operators  are  still  forced 
to  adopt  the  tactics  of  keepitlg  production  cur¬ 
tailed,  that  the  supply  may  not  overshoot  the 
market.  There  is  no  demand  in  this  territory 
for  screenings,  and  these  are  going  begging  on 
the  southern  market.  In  Chicago  the  following 
are  the  delivered  prices :  Steam  lump,  $2.20 ; 
lump,  nut  or  egg,  $2.25. 

Third  Vein  coal  is  still  quiet  on  the  spot 
market,  but  with  a  good  movement  to  supply 
contracts.  Screenings  are  especially  strong.  We 
nuote  f.  o.  b.  the  mines:  Mine-run,  $2.00:  chunks. 
$2.25:  standard  lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15; 
screenings,  $1.60. 

The  Du  Quoin  screenings  are  still  strong  in 
this  territory,  this  being  the  resultant  of  a  fur¬ 


ther  restriction  in  production  of  lump.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  the  latter  is  practically  nothing,  even 
in  the  country,  which,  normally,  is  buying  at  a 
lively  pace.  The  following  prices  are  representa¬ 
tive  f.  o.  b.  Chicago :  Screenings,  $1.40  to  $1.50 ; 
mine-run,  $1.65  to  $1.70 ;  steam  lump,  $1.80  to 
$1.85. 

Springfield  nut  coal,  which  is  used  in  cooking 
stoves  in  the  smaller  cities,  is  selling  at  fancy 
prices,  being  scarce.  As  high  as  $1.70  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  has  been  quoted  this  week.  For  the  other 
sizes  the  demand  is  light,  with  the  exception  of 
screenings,  now  commanding  a  good  figure.  Pro¬ 
ducers  quote  the  following  prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago : 
Screenings,  $1.45  to  $1.55;  mine-run,  $1.70;  steam 
lump,  $1.75  to  $1.85 ;  domestic  lump,  $1.90  to 
$2.00. 

Carterville  lump  and  egg  coal  is  being  sold  in 
Chicago  for  about  what  it  will  bring,  some  sales 
of  coal  up  to  demurrage  having  been  made  at 
$2.00,  delivered  in  Chicago.  Screenings  and  mine- 
run  are  still  strong.  The  following  representa¬ 
tive  quotations  f.  o.  b.  the  mines :  Screenings, 
55  cents  to  60  cents ;  mine-run,  90  cents  to  $1.05 ; 
lump,  $1.25  to  $1.30. 

Clinton,  Indiana,  district  lump  coal  is  com¬ 
paratively  soft  on  the  market,  but  the  demand 
for  screenings  is  exceptionally  strong,  there  be¬ 
ing  none  to  meet  requirements.  Shipments  of 
screenings  on  contract  are  lively.  We  quote 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Mine-run,  $1.70  to  $1.75;  1}^- 
inch  lump,  $1.90  to  $1.95. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  output  is  being 
restricted,  especially  as  to  lump,  because  the  de¬ 
mand  is  light.  Some  little  of  the  product  is  up 
to  demurrage  in  Chicago  and  prices  are  sacri¬ 
ficed,  but  the  following  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine:  Lump  and  egg,  $1.25;  steam  lump,  $1.20. 

Brazil  block  has  been  up  to  demurrage,  but 
only  a  little  was  sold  below  the  price  now  be¬ 
ing  obtained  by  the  large  producers.  On  the 
spot  market  this  coal  is  sold  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
at  $2.10  in  open  cars  and  $2.20  in  box  cars. 
After  July  first  these  prices  will  be  advanced 
fifteen  cents  a  ton. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Some  Hocking  coal  has  been  up  to  demur¬ 
rage  within  the  week  and  has  been  sacrificed. 
A  good  deal  of  this  coal  has  been  disposed  of 
around  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  some  quo¬ 
tations  as  low  as  $2.90.  The  big  producers, 
however,  are  holding  firm  at  $3.15  for  standard 
coal.  Jackson  Hill  is  firm  at  $4.15;  Pittsburgh 
No.  8  is  variable,  selling  generally  at  $2.65  to 
$2.75,  although  some  prices  have  been  made  as 
low  as  $2.60  for  the  J^-inch. 

Kanawha  coal  continues  a  disturbing  factor, 
with  the  higher  grades  in  constant  friction  with 
material  of  lower  quality.  The  standard  coal 
is  selling  pretty  generally  at  $3.15,  some  sales 
as  high  as  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  while  the 
lower  grade  of  coals  run  all  the  way  from  $3.10 
down  to  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  shipments  are  still  limited 
to  the  demand  for  contract  coal  and  the  prices 
are  steady  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  34-inch 
steam,  $3.15;  J^-inch  gas,  $3.25;  lj^-inch  lump, 
$3.35. 

Fairmont  coal  shipments  are  also  limited  to 
the  demand  on  contract,  and  consequently 
prices  have  not  changed.  We  quote  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago:  34‘inch  steam,  $3.10;  ty^-inch  gas, 
$3.20. 

The  big  thing  in  smokeless  coal  is  a  little 
stiffening  in  price  of  lump  and  egg.  Run-of- 
mine  is  plentifu]  on  the  spot  market,  but  pro¬ 
ducers  are  taking  orders  for  July  delivery  with 
caution.  Some  run-of-mine  is  selling  at  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  but  a  good  deal  of  high  grade 
thick  vein  coal  is  down  to  $1.15.  The  lower 
grades  of  run-of-mine  coals  are  selling  any 
where  from  $1.10  a  ton  down  to  90  cents  and 
85  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

The  Coke  Market. 

With  every  increase  in  furnace  and  foundry 
activity  the  demand  for  coke  grows  stronger. 
The  market  is  much  stronger,  especially  for 
delivery  during  the  last  quarter  of  this  year 
and  the  first  quarter  of  next  year.  The  follow¬ 
ing  prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  are  quoted:  Con- 
nellsville,  $4.90;  Wise  County,  $4.75;  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  $4.65;  48-hour,  $4.15;  by-product  foundry, 
$4.75;  by-product  domestic,  $4.50  to  $4.65;  gas 
house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Decision  to  Open  Lake  Navigation  Gives 
Promise  of  Increased  Activity 
in  the  Mines. 

office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  June  18. 

The  conditions  prevailing  throughout  the 
Pittsburgh  and  Connellsville  districts  are  even 
better  this  week  than  they  were  last  week,  and 
more  coal  and  coke  is  being  produced  than  at 
any  other  time  this  year.  The  demand  has 
likewise  been  increasing,  and  orders  are  com¬ 
ing  in  to  the  local  producers  at  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  rate. 

Great  satisfaction  was  manifested,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  when  the  announcement  came  from  Cleve¬ 
land,  where  the  meeting  of  the  Lake  Carriers’ 
Association  was  held,  that  lake  navigation 
would  open  at  once,  as  practically  everybody 
had  anticipated  that  the  formal  opening  would 
again  be  delayed  until  the  1st  of  July  or  even 
later. 

The  opening  of  the  lake  trade  will  mean  that 
practically  every  mine  in  this  district  will  now 
be  operated  to  capacity,  and  many  additional 
men  will  be  put  to  work.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  Lake  Carriers’  Association,  no  formal 
opening  date  was  decided  upon,  but  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  the  individual  carriers  could  use 
their  own  judgment  about  starting  to  bring 
down  the  ore  from  the  northern  country. 
When  the  question  is  left  in  this  shape,  the 
great  majority  will  decide  to  start  at  once,  in 
order  to  get  in  as  many  trips^  as  possible  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season.  This  means  that 
the  boats  will,  of  course,  be  loaded  with  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  on  the  up  trip. 

The  Pittsburgh  coal  operators  gave  a  ban¬ 
quet,  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  in  honor  of 
George  W.  Schleuderberg,  general  manager  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  who  sails  for 
Europe  on  the  25th  of  this  month.  The  ban¬ 
quet  was  held  at  the  Duquesne  Club,  and  was 
given  to  Mr.  Schleuderberg  as  a  token  of  his 
efforts  in  effecting  a  settlement  with  the  min¬ 
ers.  These  efforts  were  responsible,  to  a  great 
extent,  in  the  operators  of  this  district  secur¬ 
ing  peace  with  the  miners,  and  establishing  the 
scale  for  the  next  two  years.  The  conditions 
from  all  standpoints  were  thoroughly  discussed 
at  this  banquet,  and  all  were  very  optimistic 
about  the  outlook.  Prosperity  was  reported 
as  again  reigning  on  all  sides.  The  speakers, 
called  by  Toastmaster  Woodford,  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company,  were  George  Magoon,  of 
the  Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  George  W.  Theiss,  of  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company; 
John  H.  Jones,  of  the  Pittsburgh-Buffalo  Com¬ 
pany;  George  M.  Hosack  and  J.  T.  M.  Stone- 
road,  of  the  Carnegie  Coal  Company,  and  S.  A. 
Taylor,  of  the  Mifflin  Coal  Company.  The  op¬ 
erators  reported  that  their  mines  are  practi¬ 
cally  all  being  operated  to  capacity,  and  that 
others  will  be  started  at  once.  Coal  is  now 
being  rushed  to  the  docks  by  rail,  and  these 
shipments  will  be  increased  during  the  next 
week  or  two. 

Prices  are  being  held  at  the  old  figures,  and 
are  very  firm.  There  is  no  possible  chance  of 
a  reduction  now  that  the  assurance  is  given  of 
the  opening  of  the  lake  season,  and,  in  fact, 
there  never  was  a  chance  of  the  large  operat¬ 
ors  cutting.  They  have  been  continually  ad¬ 
vocating  the  holding  of  prices  or  closing  down 
all  operations  necessary. 

The  coke  situation  has  also  shown  improve¬ 
ment,  and  several  additional  plants  were  put 
in  operation  last  week  and  this.  Prices  are 
firmer,  and,  in  some  quarters,  are  expected 
to  advance  very  shortly.  The  demand  is  in¬ 
creasing  rapidly,  owing  to  the  resumption  of  the 
iron  and  steel  business,  and  will  continue  to 
increase  as  the  independent  blast  furnaces  are 
blown  in,  which  will  be  within  the  next  few 
weeks,  when  several  are  scheduled  to  resume. 
Prices  are  unchanged,  except  on  contract, 
where  there  are  some  advances  reported.  Short 
contracts  are  being  taken  at  the  old  figures, 
however,  subject  to  change  at  any  time. 


President  Lewis’  Visit. 

President  Tom  L.  Lewis,  of  the  United  Mine 


Workers  of  America,  was  in  Pittsburgh  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  the  week,  and  held  a  conference 
with  both  the  district  officials  and  the  national 
organizers.  The  conference,  according  to 
President  Lewis,  is  sure  to  bring  good  results 
in  this  district.  He  said  that  he  was  well 
pleased  with  local  conditions,  and  that  there  is 
sure  to  be  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  pro¬ 
duction  throughout  the  entire  Pittsburgh  dis¬ 
trict.  President  Lewis  is  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 

this  week.  - 

Coke  Producers’  Banquet. 

On  Thursday  evening,  June  11,  Isaac  W. 
Semans,  one  of  the  leading  factors  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coke  in  the  Connellsville  region, 
gave  a  banquet  to  the  members  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Coke  Producers’  Association  and  a 
number  of  the  industrial  and  financial  leaders 
of  Western  Pennsylvania.  About  200  members 
of  the  trade  assembled  at  the  Summit  Hotel,  at 
the  top  of  the  mountains  six  miles  from  Union- 
town,  Pa. 

The  guests  assembled  at  Uniontown  early  in 
the  afternoon,  and  were  conveyed  up  the 
mountain  in  automobiles.  At  seven  o’clock  the 
banquet  was  served.  After  cigars  had  been 
passed,  O.  W.  Kennedy,  president  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Coke  Producers’  Association,  intro¬ 
duced  James  R.  Cray,  of  Uniontown,  as  toast¬ 
master. 

After  having  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  his 
host,  he  declared  that  no  subject  could  be 
more  timely  and  appropriate  than  “Mainte¬ 
nance  of  Coke  Prices,”  and  hence  chose  this 
subject  for  a  heart-to-heart  talk.  In  the 
strongest  terms  he  condemned  price-cutting  of 
any  kind,  bringing  out  the  fact  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  coke  producer  to  “stand  pat”  and 
fight  price-cutting  to  a  finish. 

L.  W.  Fogg,  general  manager  of  the  Tower 
Hill-Connellsville  Coke  Company  was  the  next 
speaker,  choosing  “The  Future”  as  his  subject. 
Mr.  Fogg  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
authorities  on  coal  and  coke  in  this  country, 
standing  in  a  class  with  Fred  C.  Keighley, 
John  P.  Brennen,  John  W.  Boileau  and  others 
of  equal  prominence.  One  of  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  portions  of  his  address  is  quoted  here¬ 
with  : 

“To  exhaust  the  entire  Pittsburgh  seam  of 
coal,  at  our  present  rate  of  development,  will 
require  at  least  two  hundred  years.  And,  com¬ 
ing  down  to  our  own  immediate  neighborhood, 
the  present  coke  producing  area,  and  its  life,  is 
only  about  the  same  as  that  allotted  to  man, 
namely,  three  score  years  and  ten,  of  which 
allotment  fully  one-half  has  already  passed. 
There  are  some  here  who  will  witness  the  prac 
tical  exhaustion  of  the  Connellsville  seam. 

“In  the  confines  of  our  present  coking  field 
there  are  approximately  150,000  acres  of  land 
that  was  once  underlaid  with  coal.  This  in¬ 
cludes  both  the  Connellsville  and  the  Lower 
Connellsville  regions.  From  the  most  authen¬ 
tic  reports  obtainable  there  has  been  produced 
from  this  region  in  the  last  seventeen  years 
about  223,530,000  tons  of  coke.  Considering 
the  waste  in  mining  and  the  coal  used  for  steam 
purposes,  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  this  repre¬ 
sents  about  50,000  acres  of  coal.  The  increase 
in  production  in  the  past  ten  years  has  been 
about  300  per  cent,  for  in  1896  we  only  pro¬ 
duced  6,915,000  tons,  while  in  1907  we  pro¬ 
duced  19,738,000  tons.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  maintain  this  rate  of  increase  far  beyond 
four  or  five  years  to  come,  and,  figuring  the 
production  the  same  as  in  the  last  two  years, 
we  will  have  consumed  the  balance  of  the  100,- 
000  acres  in  the  next  thirty-five  years. 

“Fayette  and  Westmoreland  counties  have 
been  producing  fifty  per  cent  and  over  of  the 
total  coke  production  of  this  country.  The  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  coal  and  the  advantages  of  op¬ 
eration  have  been  the  cause.  The  iron  manu¬ 
facturer  has  wanted  the  cream,  and  he  has 
had  it,  but  we  have  about  reached  the  maxi¬ 
mum  of  our  development  in  this  4'strict.  From 
now  on,  the  boundaries  of  the  coke  field  will 
be  enlarged,  as  it  is  now  being  enlarged,  and 
extending  farther  away  from  the  center  of  de¬ 
mand,  and  at  the  same  time  into  a  coal  which 
will  sooner  or  later  have  to  take  the  place  of 
our  own  Connellsville  coal. 

“Increased  cost  of  freight  and  of  manufac¬ 
ture  will  add  greatly  to  the  profit  and  value  of 
the  remaining  acreage  during  the  remaining 


twenty-five  years  of  its  life.  It  will  reach,  in 
that  time,  a  greater  value  than  we  can  now  an¬ 
ticipate.  The  great  enhancement  of  the  value 
of  our  coal  lands,  in  the  past  ten  years,  has 
not  been  speculative,  but  it  has  been  real,  and 
we  are  going  to  realize  its  true  value  as  we  are 
beginning  to  realize  even  now.” 

A.  Plummer  Austin,  of  the  Austin  Coke 
Company,  was  next  called  upon,  and  responded 
with  another  “stand  pat”  speech,  going  further 
to  declare  that,  from  every  indication,  the  back¬ 
bone  of  the  panic  has  been  broken,  and  that 
within  the  last  month  there  has  been  a  decided 
change  in  the  coke  market.  The  market  is  no¬ 
ticeably  firmer,  and  prices  are  being  held  firmer 
than  at  any  other  time  since  last  December. 
He  said  that  when  the  panic  came  upon  us 
the  plants  were  all  more  or  less  choked  with 
coke  that  had  not  been  either  shipped  or  stored, 
and  that,  as  orders  and  contracts  were  canceled 
and  held  up,  it  was  necessary  for  the  qoke 
manufacturer  either  to  curtail  production  or  to 
close  down  entirely,  as  there  was  no  room  to 
store  large  quantities  of  coke.  No\v,  however, 
the  demand  has  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  this  surplus  has  been  consumed  and 
the  demand  is  increasing  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  has  become  necessary  to  fire  additional 
ovens.  He  called  to  the  attention  of  the  pro¬ 
ducers  the  great  range  of  prices  of  Connells¬ 
ville  coke  since  business  first  commenced  in 
that  region.  He  also  advanced  the  opinion  that 
if  the  storage  capacity  of  the  producer  were 
greater  prices  would  probably  be  more  uni¬ 
form.  In  closing,  he  condemned  price  cutting 
in  the  strongest  terms,  calling  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  and 
other  large  operators  were  not  in  any  way  in 
the  coke  market,  manufacturing  coke  solely 
for  their  own  consumption,  and  that  four-fifths 
of  the  merchant  coke  operators  were  present 
at  the  banquet.  He  said,  “We  make  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  coke.  The  iron  manufacturers  cannot 
do  without  us.  We  are  the  people.  What  are 
we  going  to  do  about  it?  It  is  my  advice  to 
all  operators  to  wait,  not  make  any  low-priced 
contracts,  and  you  will  all  see  that  in  a  short 
time  you  will  be  Johnny-on-the-spot.” 

The  next  speakef  was  that  well-known  au¬ 
thority,  Fred  C.  Keighley,  general  manager  of 
the  coking  interests  of  the  Oliver  Iron  &  Steel 
Company,  who  spoke  on  the  personal  recollec¬ 
tions  he  had  of  his  host,  and  of  some  interest¬ 
ing  historical  features  of  the  National  Pike. 

John  P.  Brennen,  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Thompson-Connellsville  Coke 
Company,  followed,  and  gave  a  detailed  history 
of  the  coke  industry  in  the  Connellsville  re¬ 
gion  from  the  time  he  first  became  connected 
with  it  twenty-eight  years  ago.  This  address 
was  the  longest  and  at  the  same  time  one  of 
the  most  interesting  of  the  evening,  and  con¬ 
tained  many  invaluable  facts  of  interest  to  coal 
and  coke  operators,  not  only  in  the  Connells¬ 
ville  district,  but  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
where  coal  is  mined  and  coke  manufactured. 

The  final  address  of  the  evening  was  by  E. 
D.  Fulton,  another  large  operator  from  Union- 
town,  who  had  selected  “Unity”  as  his  sub¬ 
ject,  and  united  everything  he  thought  of  in 
connection  with  the  coke  industry  in  his  re¬ 
marks.  He  delivered  a  serious  and  earnest 
business  talk  to  those  present,  and  dealt  in  de¬ 
tail  on  the  criminal  waste  of  the  many  valuable 
by-products  that  are  lost  in  the  manufacture  of 
coke  by  the  methods  used  today  in  the  Con¬ 
nellsville  district.  He  also  made  an  eloquent 
plea  for  better  mining  laws,  and  for  better 
laws  and  regulations  for  the  further  protection 
of  the  miners.  He  asked  the  operator  to  show 
more  paternalism  toward  the  employe  gener¬ 
ally,  and  heartily  commended  the  proposed 
Federal  Mining  Bureau. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Some  important  improvements  have  just 
been  completed  at  the  Moundsville,  W.  Va., 
mine  of  the  Panama  Coal  Mining  Company.  A 
cable  way  has  been  built  by  the  Hoover  & 
Kinnear  Company,  of  Wheeling,  which  ex¬ 
tends  from  ,  the  entrance  to  the  mine  across 
the  Big  Grave  Creek  to  the  siding  of  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  This  cable  way  en¬ 
ables  the  company  to  make  direct  shipments 
bv  rail  and  increases  the  shipping  capacity  of 
the  mine  to  about  300  tons  per  day. 


No.  25] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


23 


Cincinnati  Trade. 


Conditions  Begin  to  Improve  When  Prices 
Get  Down  to  the  Cost  of 
Production. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  June  18. 

Once  more  it  may  be  said  that  the  bottom  has 
been  reached,  and  that  from  this  time  forward 
conditions  in  the  coal  trade  will  likely  improve. 
It  will  be  recalled  that  this  has  been  said  be¬ 
fore.  It  will  also  be  recalled  that  nobody  evei 
saw  such  spring  and  summer  conditions  as  have 
been  present  for  two  or  three  or  four  months, 
and  predictions  from  the  mouths  and  minds  of 
the  oldest  and  best  informed  coal  men  in  the 
trade  have  not  been  borne  out  by  subsequent 
developments.  There  is  also  almost  a  prayer 
on  the  lips  of  everyone  that  conditions  such  as 
.are  even  now  existing  may  never  return.  Bui 
unless  all  signs  fail,  there  is  every  prospect  that 
from  now  on  things  will  be  better  in  the  general 
coal  market. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  a  fact  that  smokeless 
coals  are  already  considerably  firmer  than  they 
iew  weeks  ago,  and  there  is  every  chance 
in  the  world  that  they  will  be  higher  in  price  and 
in  better  demand  almost  from  this  time.  To 
begin  with,  lake  navigation  has  not  yet  started 
except  in  a  desultory  way,  and  only  a  few  car¬ 
goes  of  coal  have  been  shipped  to  the  north¬ 
west  by  water  this  year,  compared  with  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons  shipped  before 
this  time  in  years  past.  The  small  demand  for 
coke  has  kept  down  the  production  of  smokeless 
coals,  and  the  production  of  lump  and  egg  have 
been  extraordinarily  light.  No  matter  what  the 
demand  for  lump  and  egg  amount  to,  if  there 
is  no  outlet  for  the  fine  coal  the  lump  and  egg 
will  not  be  mined.  So,  unless  there  is  an  increased 
demand  for  coke,  which  takes  the  fine  coal, 
smokeless  lump  and  egg  will  soon  be  among  the 
scarcest  grades  of  fuel  on  the  market.  Producers 
who  are  looking  ahead  are  not  taking  any  orders 
for  lump  and  egg  except  for  immediate  ship¬ 
ment.  In  this  way  they  will  have  coal  for  sale 
at  higher  prices  later  on,  and  they  will  have  coal 
for  shipment  to  the  lakes  when  navigation  really 
opens  up  and  the  actual  necessity  of  forwarding 
to  the  northwest  is  upon  the  shippers.  As  al¬ 
ready  noted  in  this  report,  there  are  large  and 
small  producers  who  have  no  smokeless  coal  for 
sale  for  delivery  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August.  There  are  others  who  have  no  place 
for  their  immediate  output,  and  they  are  still 
willing  to  sell  for  spot  delivery  for  $1.60  a  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  lump  and  egg.  Most  of  the 
producers  of  smokeless  are  quoting  $2.00  a  ton 
at  the  mines  for  delivery  after  September  1. 

As  to  the  splint  coal  situation,  it  is  not 
nearly  in  as  firm  a  condition  as  smokeless.  Still, 
it  is  a  little  better  than  it  was,  and  there  is  every 
likelihood  of  a  further  and  a  permanent  improve¬ 
ment.  Splint  lump  is  still  quoted  at  $1.00  and 
$1.10  a  ton,  but  these  low  prices  do  not  stimu¬ 
late  buying,  and  the  people  who  have  held  a 
stiff  upper  lip  and  quoted  $1.25  and  even  higher 
prices  for  their  standard  grades  have  had  alto¬ 
gether  the  best  of  it  all  along,  and  still  have  the 
best  of  it.  They  have  stood  upon  quality  and 
have  won,  and  have  sold  quite  as  much  coal  at 
$1.25  as  they  would  have  sold  at  $1.00.  They 
have  made  it  easier  to  sell  their  particular  grades 
at  good  prices  hereafter.  They  have  showed  good 
business  judgment.  Hereafter  it  will  be  worth 
more  to  get  their  coal. 

Nut  and  slack  is  off.  Through  some  reason  or 
other  there  seems  to  be  too  much  of  it  on  the 
market;  whether  it  is  through  an  increased  pro¬ 
duction  of  lump  coal  or  a  lessened  demand,  no 
one  seems  to  know.  But  the  fact  remains  that 
it  is  off  and  is  selling  pretty  low  again.  There 
is  no  use  quoting  prices  on  distress  coal  as  mar¬ 
ket  prices ;  but  the  very  fact  that  there  is  dis¬ 
tress  coal  shows  that  the  market  for  the  par¬ 
ticular  kind  of  coal  is  rather  weak.  The  best 
grades  of  nut  and  slack  are  now  selling  for  60 
and  65  cents. 

The  meeting  of  the  Lake  Carriers’  Association 
in  Cleveland  yesterday,  declaring  off  all  agree¬ 


ments,  is  expected  to  have  a  great  tendency  to¬ 
ward  delaying  lake  shipments.  Lake  navigation 
has  not  yet  opened  up  for  this  season,  and  only 
a  boat  here  and  there  can  be  found  willing  to  take 
a  cargo  of  coal  to  the  upper  lakes  without  having 
an  ore  trip  back.  Where  such  a  boat  can  be 
found,  the  coal  rate  is  considerably  higher  than 
usual  on  account  of  the  chance  the  vessel  takes 
is  not  getting  a  return  cargo.  When  lake  navi¬ 
gation  does  really  begin,  the  entire  season’s  busi¬ 
ness  must  be  done  in  such  a  short  time  there  will 
be  great  hustling.  There  is  no  hustling  now. 

The  local  retail  business  is  improving  a  little. 
Families  are  beginning  to  lay  in  coal  for  next 
winter;  but  the  number  is  small  indeed.  There 
are  no  changes  in  retail  prices,  but  considerable 
cutting  is  being  done  on ‘family  lump  coal. 


Death  of  E.  P.  Mucklow. 

Edward  P.  Mucklow,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Company,  and 
one  of  the  largest  producers  of  coal  in  the  Kan¬ 
awha  valley,  died  of  typhoid-pneumonia  Sunday 
in  Philadelphia,  and  was  buried  in  Scranton,  Pa., 
his  former  home,  Wednesday,  June  17.  Mr. 
Mucklow  was  the  first  man  to  open  up  a  mine 
on  Paint  Creek  on  the  Kanawha  river,  being  a 
pioneer  in  that  district,  which  is  now  one  of 
the  greatest  producing  coal  fields  in  the  state  of 
West  Virginia.  With  his  brothers,  William  W., 
Robert,  Richard  and  George,  he  spent  all  his 
time  in  the  coal  business  and  worked  up  an  im¬ 
mense  tonnage.  He  and  his  brothers  were  largely 
interested  in  a  number  of  the  largest  and  best’ 
mines  of  the  state.  Mr.  Mucklow  was  injured  in 
a  wreck  a  few  weeks  ago  on  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad,  but  he  overworked  himself  help¬ 
ing  others  in  the  wreck,  and  his  real  injury  came 
from  a  prostration  that  followed,  and  this  in 
turn  induced  the  illness  that  caused  his  death. 
He  was  a  Mason  of  high  degree.  His  age  was 
exactly  fifty  years  on  the  day  of  his  death. 


Winifrede  Company  Makes  Changes. 

The  Winifrede  Coal  Company  anounces  an 
important  change  in  its  business  methods.  Frank 
B.  Stewart,  treasurer  of  the  company,  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  the  sales  department,  with 
offices  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr.  Stewart,  for¬ 
merly  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  been  connected 
with  the  Winifrede  Company  eighteen  years,  and 
has  been  its  treasurer  for  the  last  seven  years. 
The  transfer  of  his  department  to  Cincinnati  is 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  customers  and  will 
enable  them  at  all  times  to  deal  directly  with  an 
officer  of  the  company.  Mr.  Stewart  is  confident 
that  much  time  will  be  gained  in  quoting  prices, 
and  many  vexatious  delays  in  the  adjustment  of 
accounts  saved  by  locating  his  department  in  this 
city. 


Neilsop  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Harry  R.  Neilson,  who  for  a  number  of  years 
has  acted  as  sales  manager  for  the  Winifrede 
Coal  Company,,  has  resigned  from  that  concern 
and  has  incorporated  the  Neilson  Coal  &  Coke 
Company.  This  latter  company  is  expected  to 
be  practically  a  one  man  concern.  Mr.  Neilson 
will  start  in  business  for  himself  handling  the 
output  of  several  West  Virginia  mines.  His 
many  friends  wish  him  unbounded  success  in  his 
new  venture. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

H.  Kuesel,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  A. 
Kuesel  Coal  Company,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  was  a 
Cincinnati  business  visitor  during  the  week. 

J.  C.  Beebe,  he  of  the  many  titles  and  long- 
named  companies,  but  withal  one  of  the  best  fel¬ 
lows  in  the  world,  smiled  on  Cinicnnati  this  week. 
Colonel  Beebe’s  smile  is  part  of  his  nature.  If 
there  is  ever  a  time  when  he  does  not  smile  no 
one  knows  of  it.  Here’s  hoping  he  may  never 
have  an  occasion  for  a  frown. 

The  Kanawha  &  Michigan  Railroad  Company, 
which  is  reconstructing  the  side  spans  of  its  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  river  ’Pffint  Pleasant,  gives 
notice  to  all  persons  and  corporations  interested 
in  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  that  work 
will  begin  on  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge  on  June 
22  and  that,  after  that  date,  the  side  spans  will  be 
blocked  with  false  work,  and  that  this  false  work 
will  be  lighted  with  red  lights  at  night. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  18. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  on  coal  here  established  a 
new  record  for  dullness  and  low  prices  within  the 
last  week.  Standard  two-inch  shaker  screened 
lump  coal  has  been  sold  freely  for  seventy-five 
cents  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  mines,  which  is  admitted  by 
all  to  be  at  least  ten  cents  per  ton  below  cost  of 
production.  The  worst  feature  of  the  matter  is 
that  the  mines  keep  on  running  at  these  prices. 
Several  operators  of  large  mines  have  avowed 
their  intention  of  running  full  at  any  cost,  no 
matter  how  cheap  they  had  to  sell  their  coal. 
The  most  discouraging  feature  of  the  market 
now  is  that  no  coal  is  on  demurrage  but  that 
mines  are  willing  to  sell  coal  not  yet  produced 
at  figures  that  are  lower  than  those  that  have 
heretofore  been  necessary  to  move  demurrage 
coal. 

The  most  important  development  to  the  coal 
market  is  the  rise  of  the  Mississippi  river,  which 
promises  to  cut  off  the  coal  supply  and  railroad 
connections.  All  of  the  ferry  companies  are  out 
of  commission,  and  if  the  water  rises  a  foot  or 
so  more  all  of  Granite  City,  Venice  and  a  large 
part  of  East  St.  Louis  will  be  under  water.  The 
river  is  now  at  the  thirty-four  foot  stage  and  it 
is  predicted  that  it  will  rise  two  more  feet,  in 
which  event  all  of  the  east  side  terminals  will  be 
under  water  and  all  railroad  connections  from  the 
east  will  be  cut  off.  The  damage  done  is  al¬ 
ready  great  on  the  east  side,  as  a  number  of 
sidings  and  storage  tracks  are  submerged.  The 
main  line  of  the  Big  Four  and  the  Chicago  & 
Alton  will  be  under  water  from  Alton  to  East 
St.  Louis  within  the  next  twenty-four  hours  if 
the  rise  continues  as  predicted.  Freight  con 
ditions  on  the  east  side  are  already  congested  and 
much  hampered  and  a  total  tie-up  is  very  likely. 
Tf  the  water  reaches  the  thirty-seven  foot  mark 
it  will  have  exceeded  the  high  water  mark  of 
1902,  in  which  over  $3,000,000  damage  was  done 
to  the  railroad  companies  alone.  If  traffic  should 
stop,  half  of  the  coal  consumers  would  run  out 
of  coal  within  seventy-two  hours. 

Fine  coal  and  screenings  are  as  scarce  as  hen’s 
teeth  and  exceedingly  high  prices  are  being  of¬ 
fered  for  them. 

Current  prices  are  as  follows: 

Standard — Two-inch  lump,  $1.47 :  2-inch  nut, 
$1.42;  nut  and  pea,  $1.37;  mine-run,  $1.32;  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.22;  pea  and  slack,  $1.07. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.82; 
mine-run,  $1.42:  2-inch  nut,  $1.47. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.02;  3-inch  nut,  $1.82. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump  or  egg,  $2.12;  3-inch 
nut.  $1.82. 

Cart’erville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch 
lump  and  egg,  $2.02;  3-inch  nut,  $1.92;  mine- 
run,  $1.67 ;  lj4-inch  screenings,  $1.42. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Kokoals  base  ball  team  played  the  Mer¬ 
chants  Exchange  team  last  Saturday  and  were 
victorious  with  a  score  of  thirteen  to  eight.  They 
are  going  to  play  the  Terminal  Railway  Associa¬ 
tion  team  next  Saturday.  The  Kokoals  team  is 
beginning  to  show  “some  class,”  and  with  a  little 
more  changing  around  will  be  a  bird.  The  Ko- 
coals  have  secured  fine  grounds  and  are  chal¬ 
lenging  all  comers. 


Mining  Institute. ^ 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va„  June  18.— Final  prepara¬ 
tions  have  been  made  for  the  meeting  of  the 
State  Institute  of  Mining,  to  be  held  here  on  the 
29th  and  30th,  when  a  permanent  organization 
will  be  effected. 

An  elaborate  and  exhaustive  program  has  been 
arranged  for  the  institute  and  several  prominent 
men  will  make  addresses.  Among  these  are 
Judge  George  W.  Atkinson,  of  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  Edward  W.  Parker,  of  the  United  States 
geological  survey;  Hon.  Neal  Robinson,  of 
Charleston,  and  Chief  Mine  Inspector  James  W. 
Paul,  of  the  last  named  city. 

J.  B.  Hanford,  of  Morgantown,  is  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  temporary  organization.  The  insti¬ 
tute  is  expected  to  be  attended  by  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  visitors  from  all  over  the  state,  where 
mining  is  carried  on. 
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Cleveland  Trade. 

Vessel  Owners  Decide  to  Operate  Boats 
and  the  Business  Is  Given  An 
Impetus. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  June  18. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  leading  interests  here  are  con¬ 
cerned  a  good  deal  just  now  about  the  fall  out¬ 
look.  There  is  no  tendency  to  court  undesirable 
conditions  for  that  period,  but  an  apprehension 
prevails  that  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  will 
assert  itself  pretty  strongly  this  autumn.  It  is 
feared  that  a  panicky  situation  will  develop  as  a 
result  of  delay  in  placing  orders. 

It  is  anticipated  that  prices  on  bituminous  coal 
will  go  up  considerably  when  the  demand  comes 
all  at  once.  Operators  are  not  producing  any 
more  than  enough  to  care  for  current  wants.  In 
this  they  believe  they  are  only  taking  precaution 
similar  to  that  of  the  patron. 

Anthracite  trade  will  also  be  affected,  it  is 
thought,  by  the  same  backwardness  of  orders. 
To.  date  only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  usual 
hard  coal  requirements  in  Cleveland,  for  this  time 
of  year,  have  been  cared  for.  Dealers  who  have 
bins  are  apparently  slow  to  buy,  influenced  by 
the  tardiness  of  the  consumer.  The  domestic 
branch  of  the  retail  trade  is  in  better  shape  than 
a  week  or  two  ago. 

Although  the  steam  trade  continues  slow  and 
notwithstanding  that  the  reduction  in  steel  prices 
has  not  as  yet  made  itself  felt  in  the  demand 
here,  there  is  a  feeling  that  business  will  improve 
by  next  month  considerably.  For  the  last  two 
weeks  quite  a  lot  of  coal  has  been  disposed  of 
to  escape  car  service.  Pittsburgh  run-of-mine 
has  been  selling  from  85  cents  to  $1.00.  The  big¬ 
gest  operators  have  refused  consistently  for  a 
long  period  to  let  go  under  $1.00.  Three-quarter 
inch  coal  was  disposed  of  this  week  at  90  cents. 
Slack  is  unsteady  around  70  cents.  It  is  more 
plentiful  here,  as  more  is  loaded  for  the  lake 
trade. 

Coal  is  being  rushed  forward  to  this  port  in 
large  quantities.  Some  vessels  of  5,000  ton  capac¬ 
ity  got  away  this  week.  Rates  hold  steady.  As 
the  result  of  a  session  here  yesterday  the  agree¬ 
ment  to  hold  vessels  in  port,  not  tied  up  by  con¬ 
tracts,  which  was  entered  into  in  May,  is  now 
off,  and  owners  are  free  to  start  vessels  when 
they  choose. 

“No  further  effort  will  be  made  to  delay  the 
starting  of  the  coarse  freighters  and  the  inde¬ 
pendent  vessels  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  the  owners 
can  get  business  for  them,”  it  was  announced 
after  the  meeting.  Most  of  the  freighters,  that 
have  been  at  the  docks  all  season,  will  have  to  fit 
out  and  will  not  be  on  the  market  for  down  car¬ 
goes  until  early  in  July,  it  is  stated.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  here  that  there  will  be  some  wild  tonnage 
demand  in  the  ore  trade  by  that  time  and  that 
none  of  the  vessels  sent  up  with  coal  will  have 
to  come  back  light.  At  present  there  is  a  crowded 
condition  at  this  port  and  considerable  delay  in 
starting  boats. 

On  the  whole  the  lake  situation  is  believed  to 
be  much  brighter.  A  good  many  vessels  will  get 
away  with  coal  cargoes  before  the  end  of  this 
week  and  much  of  the  accumulated  stock  on  local 
docks  will  be  disposed  of,  making  more  room 
in  the  railroad  yards.  On  Saturday  last  the 
Pennsylvania  road  alone  delivered  670  cars  at 
this  port. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Labor  trouble  is  looked  for  in  the  lake  trade. 
If  a  strike  is  ordered  in  some  branches  of  the 
business  before  the  end  of  the  week  it  would  not 
be  surprising.  It  is  felt'  that  a  fight  may  be  made 
on  the  open  shop  plan  under  which  vessels  from 
this  port  have  been  operating  so  far. 

About  all  of  the  boats  of  the  Pittsburgh  Steam¬ 
ship  Company  that  will  be  sent  out  are  now  in 
commission.  The  vessels  of  Pickands,  Mather 
&  Co.  are  being  started.  The  steamers  of  the 
Corrigan  fleet  will  be  ready  by  the  end  of  this 
week.  Captains  of  the  Cleveland  Cliffs  Iron  Com¬ 
pany  have  been  ordered  to  report. 

The  Trishtown  coal  dock  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company  broke  all  records  for  unloading  last 
week.  From  six  o’clock  Saturday  evening  to 


six  o’clock  Monday  morning  810  carloads  of  coal 
were  unloaded  at  this  dock,  aggregating  45,000 
tons.  Last  week  many  of  the  coal  cargoes  loaded 
for  the  head  of  the  lakes  at  this  dock  averaged 
10,000  tons. 

The  Cleveland  Coal  Club  baseball  team  has 
been  organized  as  follows :  Bass  Odbert,  man 
ager;  Sol  Coolidge,  catcher;  W.  B.  Schaufele, 
first  base;  John  Manuel,  second  base;  Ed  Clancy, 
center  field;  George  Smith,  third  base;  Joseph 
Johnson,  shortstop ;  Cliff  Ayers,  right  field ; 
Charles  Albright,  left  field ;  George  Gordon, 
George  Gray,  Fred  Braggins,  Harry  Donaldson, 
James  Woods,  William  Schaefer  and  Charles 
Cassingham,  substitutes.  This  team  has  made 
arrangements  to  play  a  series  with  the  vessel 
owners’  nine,  the  first  to  take  place  Friday. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  displayed  here 
this  week  in  the  bids  on  coal  for  the  public 
schools.  The  bidders  include  the  Goff-Kirby 
Company,  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburgh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Albright  Coal  Company,  the  Schafer- 
Suhr  Coal  Company,  the  R.  G.  Miller  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Easterbrook  Coal  Company,  the  Zettel- 
meyer  Coal  Company  and  the  Cuyahoga  Coal 
Company.  The  bids  on  chestnut  or  egg  hard  coal 
range  from  $6.50  by  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburgh 
to  $6.03  by  the  Zettelmeyer  Company.  The  bids 
on  soft  lump  coal,  one  and  one-quarter  inch  fork, 
from  car  average  from  $3.07  by  the  Cuyahoga 
Company  to  $2.54  by  the  Esterbrook  Company.  On 
soft  nut  screened  from  car  or  three-quarter  screen 
at  mine  the  figures  range  from  $2.60  by  the  Cleve¬ 
land  &  Pittsburgh  to  $2.25  by  the  Cuyahoga ;  on 
soft  slack,  from  $1.99  to  $2.09  by  different  bid¬ 
ders  ;  on  screened  bituminous  lump,  one  and  one- 
quarter,  from  car,  from  $4.04  to  $3.77 ;  on 
screened  bituminous,  screened  at  mines,  from 
$3.84  to  $3.62.  This  contract  will  be  awarded 
after  tests  are  made  by  School  Director  Orr. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  Mich,  June  18.—  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — With  lake  business  opening  up  and  hard 
coal  beginning  to  move,  the  outlook  in  Detroit  for 
a  busy  July  is  decidedly  encouraging.  It  is  gen¬ 
erally  conceded  on  all  sides  that  prices  will  not 
go  any  lower;  that  the  demand  for  fine  coal  will 
steadily  increase,  and  that  the  movement  of  coal 
up  the  lakes  will  not  throw  upon  the  market 
any  more  slack  than  can  be  disposed  of.  Al¬ 
though  a  poor  quality  of  slack  has  been  offered 
for  fifty  cents  at  the  mines — that  is,  of  the  West 
Virginia  variety— Fairmont  and  the  Pittsburgh 
coal  companies  are  not  budging  from  the  usual 
figures  of  sixty-five  cents  for  coarse  slack  and 
seventy-five  cents  for  nut,  pea  and  slack. 

Everybody  is  looking  for  better  times,  though 
the  lake  movement  has  not  really  begun  in  earnest'. 
There  is  some  domestic  coal  moving,  but  not 
much  steam  coal.  The  contract  business  has  im¬ 
proved  all  along  the  line,  many  of  the  shippers 
having  closed  big  deals  within  the  past  week.  It 
is  very  evident  that  the  many  inquiries  that  are 
being  made  nowadays  indicate  a  decided  falling 
off  in  stock,  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
coal  men  of  this  city  predict  a  large  business  be¬ 
tween  now  and  July  1.  They  are  even  optimistic 
with  regard  to  prices.  Very  few  ridiculous  fig¬ 
ures,  which  unfortunately  have  been  quoted  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  few  months,  are  quoted  today,  and 
demurrage  coal  is  very  scarce.  As  far  as  can 
be  learned,  there  are  very  few  cars  on  the  tracks 
today. 

A  number  of  salesmen  who  have  just  returned 
from  up  in  the  state  report  good  business,  and  an 
inclination  on  the  part  of  dealers  to  sign  con¬ 
tracts.  Quite  a  number  of  coke  contracts  have 
been  signed,  though  at  prices  from  twenty-five 
to  fifty  cents  lower  than  last  year. 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

J.  Frantz,  president  of  the  Columbus  Iron  & 
Steel  Company,  was  in  this  city  yesterday. 

Charles  Clark,  representing  Williams  &  Peters 
of  Buffalo,  called  on  the  trade  this  week. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president  of  the  New  River-Kan- 
awha  Fuel  Company,  dropped  in  on  his  business 
friends  in  Detroit  last  week. 

The  A.  Y.  Malcomson  Company  has  procured 
the  contract  for  supplying  the  police  department 
of  this  city  with  700  tons  of  anthracite  at  $5.98 


per  ton  delivered.  This  is  $1.02  less  than  the 
regular  retail  price,  and  there  is  mighty  little 
profit  in  it.  There  were  eight  other  bids. 

S.  E.  Gauthier,  representing  W.  J.  Scully,  has 
just  returned  from  Columbus,  where  he  reports 
business  as  quieter  even  than  in  Detroit. 

George  H.  Martinge,  formerly  with  the  Colum¬ 
bus  Iron  &  Steel  Company,  now  salesman  for  the 
Blue  Creek  Coal  Company  of  West  Virginia,  was 
another  visitor  to  the  city  last  week. 

W.  M.  Puckett,  vice-president  of  the  Cabin 
Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  who  called 
upon  Mr.  Orndorff,  the  Detroit  agent,  last  week, 
says  there  is  no  reason  for  discouragement,  for 
he  looks  for  a  splendid  business  before  the  sum¬ 
mer  is  over. 


Knoxville  Situation. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.— June  18—  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — An  eastern  syndicate  composed 
of  New  York,  Boston  and  Philadelphia  capital¬ 
ists,  has  purchased  6,000  acres  of  valuable  coal 
and  timber  lands  in  lower  Perry  county,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  The  property  lies  along  the  line  of  the 
proposed  Lexington  &  Eastern  railroad  from 
Jackson,  Ky.,  which  is  projected  to  be  built  into 
the  Elkhorn  coal  field. 

The  Clinchfield,  Carolina  &  Ohio  railroad,  for¬ 
merly  known  as  the  South  Western,  has 
surveyed  a  line  of  road  to  run  up  Pound  river 
in  _  Wise  county,  Virginia.  It  starts  from  a 
point  known  as  Elkhorn,  Ky.,  at  the  breaks  and 
is  designed  to  reach  valuable  coal  properties  in 
the  Cumberland  river  section  in  Harland  county, 
Kentucky. 

Tt  is  announced  that  construction  work  will  be¬ 
gin  at  once  on  the  Interstate  Railway  Company 
which  is  to  run  from  Appalachia  to  Norton,  Va„ 
and  proposes  sidetracks  into  coal  fields. 

These  indicate  some  of  the  activity  in  the  coal 
fields  of  southwestern  Virginia  and  southeastern 
Kentucky,  a  mountainous  region  impenetrated  by 
railroads  but  full  of  the  best  kind  of  bituminous 
coal.  The  great  main  artery  on  which  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  coal  fields  of  southwestern  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  southwestern  Kentucky  so  much  de¬ 
pends,  the  Carolina.  Clinchfield  &  Ohio  railroad 
is  being  pushed  rapidly.  It  is  a  very  heavy  piece 
of  work,  passing  as  it  does  through  the  Blue 
Ridge  mountains  and  partially  through  the  Cum¬ 
berland  mountain  range.  It  is  announced  that  the 
road  will  be  put  in  operation  between  Tohnson 
Citv,  Tenn..  and  Marion,  N.  C.,  this  fall.  This 
will  not  afford  haulage  of  coal  from  the  coal 
mines  into  the  Carol inas  and  to  the  coast  which 
is  the  larger  ambition  of  the  undertaking,  but  a 
force  of  thousands  of  men  and  teams  is  at  work 
and  progressing  so  rapidlv  with  the  construction 
that  it  is  predicted  that  the  road  will  be  hauling 
coal  from  the  southwestern  Virginia  mines  to 
the  Seaboard  Air  Line  in  one  year. 

The  demand  for  steam  coal  is  quickening  in 
the  southeast  because  of  the  renewal  of  indus¬ 
trial  activity.  Within  the  last  ten  days  some  of 
the  most  important  nlants  in  the  south  have  begun 
operation  again  while  others  have  increased  time 
and  added  new  men  to  the  payrolls. 

The  domestic  market  is  firm  and  promising. 
Mines  producing  domestic  coal  are  kept  fairly 
busy  and  anticipate  all  the  business  they  can 
handle  in  a  short  time.  Prices  are  strengthening 
in  domestic  coal. 


The  report  of  D.  T.  Davis,  inspector  of  the 
Ninth  Anthracite  District,  shows  a  large  in¬ 
crease  in  production  for  1907  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  This  increase  amounts  to 
170.000  tons.  The  total  production  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  for  1907  was  4,744,505  tons  and  there  were 
thirty-eight  fatal  accidents  inside  the  mines. 
Tn  the  Ninth  district  are  fifteen  collieries  and 


twenty-eight  mines  in  operation.  Production 
by  companies  for  the  district  was  as  follows: 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company . 1,299.647 

D..  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co . 1,233,516 

Delaware  &  Hudson  Company . 1,140,910 

Parrish  Coal  Company .  556,991 

Plymouth  Coal  Company .  174,302 

Kingston  Coal  Company .  151,093 

Ceorge  F.  Lee  Coal  Company .  67,281 

North  American  Coal  Company .  71,296 

West  Nantiroke  Coal  Company .  46,233 

Dainty  &  Christian  Coal  Co .  3,236 


Total  output 


4,744,505 
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Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  June  17. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  following  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  Colorado  operators  at  their  meeting  June  12: 

“Resolved — That  we  will  pay  the  miners  for 
taking  up  and  loading  entries,  room  necks  and 
cross  entries,  which  requires  shooting,  6)4  cents 
per  inch  per  running  yard  from  one  inch  up,  the 
operators  to  furnish  machines  when  necessary  and 
to  pay  the  scale  of  wages  now  prevailing  at  all 
the  mines  in  the  northern  field  and  that  these 
propositions  be  embodied  in  articles  to  be  added 
to  the  articles  already  agreed  upon  by  sub-com¬ 
mittees  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  and  that 
the  contract  thus  completed  be  signed  up  by  the 
operators  and  the  miners,  provided  the  miners 
accept  this  proposition  by  2  p.  m.  Monday,  June 
15,  1908.” 

The  miners  failed  to  sign  up  on  Monday  and 
to  date  have  not  done  so.  The  miners  seem  to  be 
about  as  badly  split  as  the  operators  and  for 
that  reason  it.  is  not  safe  to  make  a  prediction 
as  to  what  the  outcome  will  be.  From  the  oper¬ 
ators’  side  the  next  two  months  would  be  by  far 
the  best  for  a  shutdown  or  strike  as  they  are 
the  most  quiet  months  in  the  year  in  the  lignite 
trade. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

D.  W.  Brown,  vice-president  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Fuel  Company  and  former  president  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Coal  Men’s  Association,  has 
been  spending  a  well  earned  vacation  on  the  Pa¬ 
cific  coast. 

D.  E.  Davis,  superintendent,  for  the  last  two 
years,  of  the  Delagua  mines  of  the  Victor  Fuel 
Company,  has  resigned  his  position  and  accepted 
the  general  management  of  the  Cedar  Hill  Coal 
•3c  Coke  Company  properties.  His  headquarters 
will  be  in  Trinidad. 

S.  S.  Murphy,  president  of  the  Huerfano  Coal 
Company,  says  that  the  Huerfano  mine  will  soon 
be  taking  out  coal  from  the  Walsenburg  vein,  sev¬ 
enty-eight  feet  lower  than  the  Robinson  vein, 
which  they  are  now  working,  and  also  expects  to 
increase  his  tonnage  from  the  Robinson  vein.  He 
also  reports  the  completion  of  inclines  to  the  two 
upper  veins  of  the  Ludlow  mine  in  Trinidad  dis¬ 
trict  making  three  workable  veins  of  coal  which 
will  increase  the  output  of  coal  from  350  to  700 
tons  per  day.  The  Ludlow  and  Huerfano  mines 
are  two  of  the  best  coal  mines  in  the  west. 

D.  E.  Evans,  president  of  the  Evans  Coal  & 
Land  Company,  whose  mine  is  located  at  Fred¬ 
erick,  Colo.,  reports  progress  of  development 
work  and  construction  to  such  an  extent  that  by 
September  1  an  output  of  500  tons  a  day  may 
be  expected.  Railroad  scales  are  about  installed 
and  an  8x10  air  shaft  nearly  completed.  He 
expects  to  spend  $40,000  in  equipping  the  mine  to 
reach  the  above  tonnage  and  claims  a  quality 
of  coal  equal  to  the  best  in  that  field.  The  mine 
has  track  connections  with  the  Union  Pacific  and 
the  principal  market  will  be  points  on  that  road 
in  Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Colorado. 


Kansas  City  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  June  18. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence) — Just  while  the  coal  operators  of  the 
Southwestern  Association  were  congratulating 
themselves  in  a  love  feast  here  on  the  settlement 
of  the  coal  strike  the  flood  of  the  Kaw  and  Mis¬ 
souri  rivers  came  on,  giving  them  fresh  trouble. 
However,  all  is  not  gloom,  as  the  water  has  be¬ 
gun  to  recede  and  with  its  disappearance  from 
around  the  plants  of  large  manufacturers  will 
come  an  increased  demand  for  fuel.  An  impor¬ 
tant  disadvantage  to  the  dealers  at  this  time  is 
the  delay  in  train  service  caused  by  the  flood. 
Schedules  have  been  knocked  out  completely, 
some  roads  making  no  attempt  to  say  when  and 
how  their  trains  will  arrive  or  depart. 

In  the  meantime  prices  have  changed  very- 
little  and  of  course  the  demand  is  not  what  it 
should  be.  Southern  Kansas  lump  coal  is  sell¬ 
ing  at  $2.25;  mine-run,  $1.75  ;  nut,  $2.25  ;  and  slack, 
$1.25.  Indian  Territory  prices  are:  Fancy  lump, 
$3.75 ;  domestic  lump,  $3.50 ;  egg,  $3.50 ;  nut, 
$3.00;  mine-run,  $2.50;  slack,  $1.50.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  anthracite  is  quoted  at  from  $5.85  to  $6.10 
and  quotations  on  Missouri  coal  are  as  follows 


Domestic  lump,  $2.00 ;  mine-run,  $1.75 ;  nut  run, 
$1.00;  washed  steam  nut,  $2.00;  washed  slack, 
$1.50.  On  Arkansas  coal  these  prices  prevail : 
Domestic  lump,  $2.50;  mine-run,  $1.85;  slack, 
$1.35.  The  Wyoming  prices  are :  Lump,  $2.25 ; 
nut,  $2.25;  mine-run,  $2.00;  slack,  $1.25. 


A  Short  Meeting. 

Largely  because  of  the  flood  the  Southwestern 
Association  did  not  transact  as  much  business  at 
their  annual  meeting  here  last  week  as  they  in¬ 
tended,  a  large  number  not  being  able  to  get 
here.  The  conference  was  very  short  and  prac¬ 
tically  the  only  business  of  importance  transacted 
was  the  election  of  officers. 

Since  the  settlement  of  the  strike  little  trou¬ 
ble  at  the  mines  has  been  reported,  the  chance 
to  resume  work  being  so  welcome  to  the  miners 
that  they  have  no  thought  of  discontent.  One 
of  the  officials  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  said  that  the  prospects  for  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  business  in  the  fall  were  never  before  so 
bright  at  this  time. 


New  Bureau  of  Mines. 


Below  is  given  the  full  text  of  the  bill  cre¬ 
ating  the  proposed  bureau  of  mines  under  the 
department  of  the  interior.  This  passed  the 
House  on  May  21,  but  failed  to  go  through 
the  Senate  for  lack  of  time,  having  come  up 
May  25  and  having  been  reported  out  of  the 
committee  by  Mr.  Dick,  Ohio.  It  is  antici¬ 
pated  this  measure  will  come  up  before  the 
Senate  early  next  winter.  The  bill  follows: 

To  establish  in  the  department  of  the  inte¬ 
rior  a  bureau  of  mines. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica  in  Congress  assembled,  That  there  is 
hereby  established  in  the  department  of  the 
interior  a  bureau,  to  be  called  the  bureau  of 
mines,  and  a  commissioner  of  said  bureau,  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and 
who  shall  receive  a  salary  of  six  thousand 
dollars  per  annum;  and  there  shall  also  be 
in  the  said  bureau  such  clerks,  agents,  experts 
and  other  employes  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  province  and 
duty  of  said  bureau  and  its  commissioner,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  said  de¬ 
partment,  to  foster,  promote,  and  develop  the 
mining  industries  of  the  United  States;  to 
make  diligent  investigation  of  the  methods 
of  mining,  the  safety  of  miners,  the  possible 
improvement  of  conditions  under  which  min¬ 
ing  operations  are  carried  on,  the  treatment 
of  ores  and  other  mineral  substances,  the  use 
of  explosives  and  electricity,  the  prevention 
of  accidents,  and  other  technologic  investiga¬ 
tions  and  inquiries  pertinent  to  said  indus¬ 
tries,  and  from  time  to  time  to  make  such 
public  reports  of  the  work,  investigations  and 
information  obtained  as  the  secretary  of  the 
said  department  may  direct,  with  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  such  bureau. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  secretary  of  the  interior 
shall  provide  the  said  bureau  with  furnished 
offices  within  the  city  of  Washington,  with 
such  books,  records,  stationery  and  appliances, 
and  .such  assistants,  clerks,  stenographers, 
typewriters  and  other  employes  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  du¬ 
ties  imposed  by  this  act  upon  such  bureau, 
fixing  the  compensation  of  such  clerks  and  em¬ 
ployes  within  appropriations  made  for  that 
purpose. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  secretary  of  the  interior  is 
hereby  authorized  to  transfer  to  the  bureau 
of  mines  from  the  United  States  geological 
survey  the  supervision  of  the  investigations 
of  structural  materials  and  the  analyzing  and 
testing  of  coals,  lignites  and  other  mineral 
fuel  substances;  and  the  appropriations  made 
for  such  investigations  may  be  expended  un¬ 
der  the  supervision  of  the  commissioner  of 
mines  in  manner  as  if  the  same  were  so  di¬ 
rected  in  the  appropriations  acts;  and  such 
investigations  shall  hereafter  be  within  the 
province  of  the  bureau  of  mines. 

Passed  the  House  of  Representatives  May 
12,  1908. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  June  18. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — While  the  lake  season  has  not  yet  opened 
in  earnest  and  it  is  generally  supposed  that  there 
will  be  little  doing  in  the  line  of  water  business 
until  after  the  1st  of  July  a  careful  analysis  shows 
that  a  fairly  good  business  is  being  done  never¬ 
theless.  According  to  the  records  at  the  local 
customs  office  vessels  carrying  164,258  tons  of  soft 
coal  have  cleared  from  this  port  for  various 
points  up  the  lakes.  These  figures  represent  only 
about  one-third  of  the  actual  tonnage  because 
of  the  fact  that  many  large  vessels  clear  light 
from  Cleveland,  Buffalo  and  other  points,  later 
pulling  into  this  harbor  taking  on  cargoes  of 
coal  and  leaving  without  reporting  to  the  cus¬ 
toms  officials. 

A  fair  estimate  of  the  outgoing  water  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  from  Toledo  during  the  month  of 
June  and  up  to  this  time  would  place  the  amount 
handled  at  approximately  a  half  million  tons. 
Lake  business  is  on  the  increase,  however,  and  it 
is  fully  expected  that  within  a  few  weeks  the 
shipments  will  be  equal  to  and  perhaps  far  in 
excess  of  those  of  last  year.  This  must  prove 
true  if  estimate  from  the  upper  lake  docks  as  to 
the  actual  amount  required  for  the  coming  sea¬ 
son  prove  anywhere  near  accurate.  Preparations 
are  being  made  locally  to  handle  coal  to  the 
greatest  possible  advantage  in  connection  with 
water  shipments,  several  new  hoisting  machines 
and  other  modern  improvements  having  been  in¬ 
stalled  at  the  docks  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
care  of  this  year’s  business  to  the  best  ad¬ 
vantage. 

Some  improvement  is  noted  in  the  local  coal 
condition  although  no  rushing  business  is  yet  be¬ 
ing  done  by  local  dealers.  The  demand,  for 
present  use,  is  extremely  dull  owing  to  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  factories  are  running  at  from 
one-third  to  one-half  capacity,  while  others  are 
temporarily  closed.  Buyers  of  steam  coal  are 
hesitating.  A  few  school  contracts  are  being 
awarded.  Some  demand  for  thrashing  coal  ap¬ 
pears  as  the  harvest  season  approaches  and  in  that 
quarter  a  fair  trade  is  anticipated,  as  the  crop 
yield  promises  to  be  enormous. 

Country  dealers  are  placing  their  orders  more 
liberally  for  future  delivery  and  some  coal  is 
being  sold  to  this  class  of  customers  for  present 
shipment,  a  number  of  the  country  retailers  lay¬ 
ing  in  supplies  for  next  winter’s  use.  The  trade 
along  this  line  shows  steady  improvement  and 
it  now  looks  as  if  domestic  coal  would  again  be 
in  fair  demand  at  least  by  the  middle  or  the 
latter  part  of  next  month.  Retail  trade  is  almost 
at  a  standstill,  an  occasional  consignment  being 
required  for  summer  use.  Some  business  is  now 
being  done  in  anthracite  where  a  few  consumers 
seem  disposed  to  stock  up  their  bins  for  winter 
consumption  but  the  volume  of  business  is  not 
in  any  sense  heavy. 

Sizing  up  the  whole  situation  there  is  nothing 
discouraging  in  the  present  outlook.  Orders  for 
future  delivery,  in  all  lines,  are  attaining  almost 
a  normal  attitude  and  sales  for  present  use  are 
on  the  increase,  slowly  but  gradually.  Prospects 
for  lake  business  are  splendid  and  it  will  be  a 
complete  surprise  to  most  everyone  if  the  next 
few  weeks  do  not  develop  a  lucrative  trade.  At 
least  this  is  the  feeling  among  local  coal  men 
and  this  in  itself  goes  a  long  way  toward  bring¬ 
ing  business. 


Personal  Mention. 

T.  E.  Rummel,  a  retail  coal  dealer  of  Milton 
Center,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  calling  on  the  coal 
men. 

A.  C.  Mills,  of  the  Ohio  &  West  Virginia  Coal 
Company  of  Toledo,  is  making  a  trip  through 
Indiana. 

II.  D.  Goodale,  of  Marion,  Ind.,  representing 
the  Shovel  Creek  Coal  Company  of  Chicago, 
called  upon  Toledo  coal  men  this  week. 

Frank  B.  Raymond,  a  retail  coal  dealer,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Allshousc  &  Raymond,  of  Cone, 
Mich.,  was  a  visitor  at  Toledo  wholesale  houses 
this  week. 

R.  W.  Edmonds,  of  the  Willson-Edmonds  Com¬ 
pany  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  has  been  in  the  city 
for  the  past  two  weeks  looking  after  the  interests 
of  his  firm. 
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Coal  Trade  Personalities 

(Concluded  from  Page  15.) 

one  of  these  things  are  amiss,  that  there  is 
something  wrong  with  the  organization- — that 
the  piece  is  being  played  out  of  tune.  It  is 
this  ability  to  detect  the  little  flaws  that  grow 
into  the  big  mistakes,  that  mark  the  true  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  real  ability,  and  it  is  this  sort  of 
executive  that  Mr.  Winder  makes. 

It  may  seem  out  of  place  to  go  into  a  piece 
of  news  that  is  now  almost  a  year  old,  but  the 
thing  is  illustrative  of  another  phase  of  this 
interesting  personality.  A  few  weeks  ago  one 
of  the  big  eastern  publications  printed  an  ar¬ 
ticle  about  Thomas  Fortune  Ryan,  the  head  of 
many  of  the  big  syndicates  of  the  east  and  in¬ 
cidentally  the  principal  owner  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company.  This  one  significant  line  ap¬ 
peared: 

“He  is  terrible  as  an  enemy,  but  one  of  the 
best  friends  a  man  could  have.” 

It  happened  that  this  same  Ryan  took  Mr. 
Winder  when  he  was  a  strip  of  a  boy  and  pro¬ 
moted  him  steadily  on  the  old  Seaboard  Air 
Line  until  the  boy  was  general  manager.  Later 
he  told  Mr.  Winder  that  some  coal  property 
had  been  purchased  out  in  Ohio  and  needed 
an  executive  head.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
Mr.  Winder’s  experience  with  the  properties 
that  ultimately  went  into  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company.  A  year  ago  two  big  things  were  un¬ 
der  contemplation.  One  of  them  was  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  Clinchfield  Coal  Corporation, 
with  300,000  acres  of  land,  down  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  the  other  was  the  consolidation  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  the  New  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company  and  the  Sunday  Creek 
Company,  the  merger  possibly  including  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Company.  It  seemed  that  the  success  of  both 
depended  upon  the  energy  and  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Winder.  He  was  wanted  as  the 
president  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  as 
it  was  to  be,  and  he  was  also  wanted  down  in 
the  Clinchfield  territory.  In  the  larger  com¬ 
pany  the  big  United  States  Steel  Corporation 
was  interested,  the  movement  originating  with 
no  less  a  person  than  Henry  C.  Frick.  Back 
of  the  West  Virginia  property  was  Thomas 
Fortune  Ryan.  It  was  for  Mr.  Winder  to  de¬ 
cide  between  affiliation  with  one  of  the  largest 
financial  syndicates  in  the  world  or  take  a  less 
conspicuous — as  it  appeared  then — position 
with  the  smaller  concern,  having  only  one  man 
with  whom  he  should  deal.  It  is  impossible  to 
tell  what  went  through  Mr.  Winder’s  mind, 
but  it  is  surmised  that  he  traveled  back  over 
that  part  of  his  career  when  he  was  being  pro¬ 
moted  on  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  by  the  man 
who  now  needed  his  services  in  a  new  coal 
field.  The  persuasions  of  the  men  who  went 
to  seek  him  amounted  to  nothing.  Mr.  Winder 
was  loyal  to  ’the  man  who  had  been  loyal  to 
him,  and  the  former  president  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company  became  the  general  manager 
and  executive  head  of  the  Clinchfield  Coal  Cor¬ 
poration. 

At  this  point  the  story  of  a  year  ago  comes 
right  down  to  the  minute  with  its  own  vital 
suggestion.  It  must  be  understood  that  the 
following  is  nothing  more  than  an  effort  to  sug¬ 
gest  the  possibilities  of  the  future,  using  for 
the  background  of  prophesy  the  things  that 
have  actually  occurred  recently  and  within  a 
reasonable  time  in  the  past. 

A  recent  news  item,  published  in  the  daily 
papers,  carried  the  suggestion  that  the  bridge 
of  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan,  over  the  Ohio 
river,  was  being  broadened  to  carry  additional 
tracks  to  accommodate  some  more  tonnage,  ex¬ 
pected  in  a  short  time.  The  connection  was 
with  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  and  the 
larger  bridge  made  it  possible  for  more  ton¬ 
nage  to  move  directly  to  the  lakes.  It  is  con¬ 
ceded  that  all  of  this  increased  tonnage  was 
not  coming  off  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  and 
so  it  was  surmised  that  part  of  it  arose  from 
another  source,  but  from  whence  was  it  ex¬ 
pected? 

The  Clinchfield  Coal  Corporation  lands  are 
served  by  the  South  &  Western  railroad,  a 
line  that  reaches  into  the  south,  only,  so  far. 
and  makes  directly  for  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
The  south  and  the  coastwise  trade  would  not 
take  all  of  the  output  of  300,000  acres  and  the 


Ryan  Syndicate  could  hardly  afford  to  keep  its 
money  tied  up  in  idle  coal  property.  The  pos¬ 
sible  outlet  was  into  that  territory  which  Mr. 
Winder  understood  the  best.  The  traffic  over 
the  South  &  Western  would  seek  first  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  from  there  would  find 
a  lake  outlet  over  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan, 
the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Central  and  the  Hocking 
Valley.  Under  the  circumstances  the  enlarg¬ 
ing  of  the  bridge  over  the  Ohio  river  looks 
significant. 

From  here  it  is  necessary  to  turn  back  again 
to  that  part  of  this  article  which  referred  to 
the  year-old-story  of  the  combination  of  the 
various  coal  properties  in  Ohio  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  At  that  time  it  was  suggested  that  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  should  be  one  part 
of  the  big  company  with  its  separate  organiza¬ 
tion;  the  Monogahela  River  Company  would 
constitute  a  second,  taking  care  of  the  river 
coal  business;  and,  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company  and  the  Sunday  Creek  Company 
should  be  a  third  part,  all  reporting  to  one  big 
concern,  or  holding  company,  which  should  be 
the  parent  of  all  three.  Mr.  Winder  was  to  be 
president  of  the  whole  outfit,  and  individual 
organizations  had  been  planned  for  the  other 
three.  It  happens  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  formation  of  the  holding  company  and  the 
consolidation  of  the  Sunday  Creek  and  the 
New  Pittsburgh  companies,  the  contemplated 
changes  in  the  various  organizations  have 
taken  place.  The  thing  planned  a  year  ago  is 
much  easier  of  accomplishment  now. 

Moreover  Winder,  the  vital  figure-to-be  in 
the  old  combination,  is  now  coming  into  the 
northern  market  with  his  300,000  acres  of  coal 
land  output.  On  form,  as  the  sportsmen  would 
say,  there  is  now  nothing  in  the  way  of  this 
big  coal  merger,  which  could  include  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  which  Mr.  Winder  is  now  the  executive 
head.  This  is  only  a  suggestion,  and,  so  far, 
it  is  in  a  state  of  surmise  only,  but  there  is 
nothing  illogical  about  it  to  say  the  least. 

It  would  not  surprise  any  one  in  the  eastern 
coal  trade  if  the  big  man  with  the  big,  square 
face,  the  broad  mind,  the  big  idea  of  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  great  idea  of  personal  responsibility 
in  the  heads  of  departments  and  the  great  big 
loyalty,  would  once  more  cross  the  Ohio  and 
become  a  factor  in  the  northern  coal  trade. 
If  he  does  it  will  be  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
most  gigantic  bituminous  coal  organizations 
that  has  been  attempted  in  this  or  any  other 
country. 

This  is  the  view  of  things  of  the  coal  men 
who  discussed  affairs  in  the  Hocking  valley 
territory  this  week. 

Coal  Dust  Explosions 

(Concluded  from  Page  13.) 

phaltum  and  similar  substances,  every  one  of 
which  will  explode  when  extremely  fine,  proper¬ 
ly  suspended  in  a  homogeneous  cloud,  and  mixed 
with  the  requisite  amount  of  air.  In  fact, 
powdered  soap,  in  contact  with  an  open  gas  jet, 
gave  evidence  of  a  greater  explosive  force  and 
more  intense  heat  than  could  be  produced  from 
any  of  the  other  dusts  named. 

(Within  the  last  month  our  attention  has  been 
directed  to  an  explosion  of  pulverized  sugar  in 
a  sugar  refinery  in  Paris,  wherein  forty-two  lives 
were  lost  and  property  wofth  $100,000  destroyed.) 

Professor  Peckham’s  work  extended  ovef  so 
many  years,  and  was  so  thorough,  that  I  cannot 
do  better  than  quote  his  own  words  in  reference 
to  recent  coal  mine  disasters  in  West  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania : 

“It  is  not  necessary  to  assume  the  presence 
of  firedamp  at  all.  Coal  dust  and  air  in  proper 
proportions,  ignited  from  a  blast,  are  an 
ample  and  wholly  adequate  cause  for  all  the 
phenomena  that  occurred.  Years  of  im¬ 
munity  are.no  safeguard  against  a  critical 
condition  that  may  appear  at  any  moment, 
and  vet  never  come.  *  *  *  In  a  mine  ex¬ 
plosion,  no  one  observes  either  cause  or  effect 
from  the  outside.  The  few  who  survive  are 
usually  remote  from  the  initial  steps  in  the 
phenomenon  *  *  *  It  is  therefore  only  by 
analogy  that  it  can  be  reasonably  assumed 
that  a  slight  accident  or  indiscretion  by  which 
the  initial  explosion  of  a  mixture  of  coal 
dust  and  air,  jars  the  dust  into  the  air  from 


an  adjoining  chamber,  from  which  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  explosions  follow  *  *  *  until  the 
cumulative  effect  is  irresistible  and  almost 
irretrievable  disaster.  *  *  *  Immaculate  clean¬ 
liness  and  eternal  vigilance  are  the  price  of 
safety  in  all  *  *  *  mines  where  oxidizable 
dust  is  produced.” 

Mr.  Henry  Hall  in  1876  and  again  in  1890 
stated  that  his  experiments  for  the  Royal  Coal 
Dust  Commission  had  not  shown  that  gas  is 
necesary  before  an  explosion  of  dust  can  occur, 
but  that  coal  dust  from  some  seams  is  as  sensi¬ 
tive  to  explosion  as  gunpowder  itself,  its  sensi¬ 
tiveness  being  in  direct  proportion  to  its  freedom 
from  impurities. 

Dr.  Foster,  late  Professor  of  Mining  Engineer¬ 
ing  at  the  Royal  School  of  Mines,  London,  says 
that  it  has  been  proved  that  the  dust  of  certain 
coals,  especially  the  bituminous  coals  rich  in  gas, 
may  be  the  cause  of  explosions,  w'hen  methane  is 
completely  absent. 

Gas  Need  Not  Be  Present. 

Professor  T.  H.  Cockin,  in  his  latest  book  on 
Coal  Mining  says: 

“That  coal  dust  and  air  can  cause  all  the 
effects  of  a  violent  explosion  without  the 
presence  of  gas  is  proved  by  the  following: 

“First,  a  violent  explosion  can  readily  be 
caused  by  the  experimental  firing  of  coal  dust 
and  air. 

“Second,  explosions  of  coal  dust  and  air 
have  taken  place  on  screens,  etc.  on  the  sur¬ 
face.  ( Note :  These  latter  are  more  proper¬ 
ly  designated  as  combustions.  H.  M.  P.) 

“Third,  violent  explosions  have  taken  place 
at  collieries  in  which  no  gas  has  ever  been 
seen,  either  before  or  after  the  explosion. 

“Fourth,  many  recent  explosions  have  or¬ 
iginated  in  the  main  intakes,  in  which  dust 
in  its  most  dangerous  form  was  most  likely 
to  be  found,  and  in  which  it  was  impossible 
for  large  volumes  of  gas  to  have  been  pres¬ 
ent.  The  quantity  of  such  dust  in  the  air, 
necessary  to  give  rise  to  an  explosion  de¬ 
pends  upon  various  circumstances,  but  the 
dust  must  be  intimately  mixed  with  the  air 
in  the  shape  of  a  cloud,  though  the  cloud 
need  not  necessarily  be  very  dense.” 

Professor  Abel  (above  referred  to),  Chemist 
of  the  English  War  Department,  writes: 

“A  particular  dust,  though  it  may  contain 
but  a  small  proportion  of  combustible  matter, 
may  explode  in  a  very  mild  or  feeble  char¬ 
acter  in  the  first  instance,  and  be  instantan¬ 
eously  increased  in  magnitude  and  violence 
by  coal  dust  raised,  and  brought  into  action 
by  the  first  ignition.” 

As  long  ago  as  May,  1878,  an  editorial  in  the 
Scientific  American  Supplement  said : 

“Indeed  it  would  appear  that  coal  dust  it¬ 
self,  w'hen  mixed  wdth  certain  proportions  of 
air,  renders  the  air  explosive  without  the 
presence  of  any  of  the  gases  usually  evolved 
in  coal  mines.” 

The  most  widely  read,  most  frequently  quoted 
and  most  distinctive  conclusions  ever  placed  on 
record,  are  those  of  the  Royal  Commission  of 
England.  Time  and  space  forbid  an  extended 
excerpt,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  two  of  their 
specific  deductions,  viz : 

“Coal  dust  alone,  without  the  presence  of 
any  other  gas  at  all,  may  cause  a  dangerous 
explosion  if  ignited  by  a  blown-out  shot  or 
other  violent  inflammation.  *  *  *  Different 
dusts  are  inflammable  and  consequently  dan¬ 
gerous  in  varying  degrees,  but  it  cannot  be 
said  with  absolute  certainty,  that  any  dust 
is  entirely  free  from  risk.” 

In  Mines  &  Minerals,  June  1898,  we  find  the 
report  of  State  Mine  Inspector  Griffiths  of  Col¬ 
orado,  on  the  Crested  Butte  explosion,  in  which 
he  deduces  among  other  conclusions,  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“First,  that  coal  dust  under  certain  con¬ 
ditions  is  explosive  in  the  absence  of  methane. 

“Second,  that  a  very  little  compression  of 
the  inflammable  ingredients  will  bring  them 
to  an  explosive  point. 

“Third,  that  the  dust  particles  give  off 
their  explosive  constituents  at  a  lower  tem¬ 
perature  than  is  generally  admitted. 

“Fourth,  that  an  explosion  of  coal  dust 
can  take  place  without  the  intervention  of 
shot  firing.” 
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New  York  Trade. 

Very  Little  Demand  Is  Seen  for  Anthra¬ 
cite-Some  Bituminous  Contracts 
Are  Closed. 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  June  18. 

We  are  now  passing  through  the  mid-days  of 
June,  and  if  any  changes  have  developed  in  the 
anthracite  trade  within  the  last  week,  they  are 
not  of  the  nature  that  give  pleasure  to  the  com¬ 
panies  and  operators. 

The  very  heavy  tonnage  produced  in  May  was 
considerably  above  the  needs  of  the  trade,  and 
with  new  orders  few  and  far  between,  the  com¬ 
panies  in  most  instances  have  not  had  sufficient 
outlet  for  the  coal  mined.  It  has  either  re¬ 
mained  in  cars  along  the  line,  at  the  ports,  or 
has  been  added  to  the  storage  piles.  Some  com¬ 
panies  having  a  lake  outlet  are  said  to  have  con¬ 
siderable  coal  on  board  cars,  headed  toward  the 
lakes.  Every  available  vessel  has  been  loaded, 
and  until  more  boats  come  down  the  lakes,  the 
companies  will  have  to  suspend  shipments  to  the 
lake  ports,  or  tie  up  a  lot  of  railroad  equipment. 
One  or  two  of  the  smaller  companies  claim  to 
have  loaded  very  near  their  normal  tonnage  for 
lake  shipment,  securing  “independent”  boats. 
Vessels  of  this  class  have  been  scarce  and  the 
big  anthracite  companies  do  not  look  for  any 
improvement  in  the  situation  until  the  steel  com¬ 
panies  begin  to  transport  ore. 

Last  week  the  Reading  and  Lehigh  &  Wilkes- 
barre  were  the  only  big  companies  to  curtail  pro¬ 
duction  as  much  as  one-half.  Both  of  these  com¬ 
panies  worked  on  a  three-day-a-week  schedule, 
and  will  keep  it  up  until  business  improves.  The 
Reading  announces  that,  until  the  demand  im¬ 
proves,  it  will  restrict  production,  irrespective  of 
what  the  other  companies  may  do.  It  is  believed 
that  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  will  work 
full  until  the  end  of  the  month,  sending  its  sur¬ 
plus  coal  to  the  lake  ports.  If  the  boats  do  not 
start  up  promptly  on  July  1,  and  equipment  is 
kept  at  the  lake  port,  the  companies  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  to  restrict  production. 

In  the  northern  regions,  the  companies  are 
working  on  better  time  than  in  any  of  the  other 
anthracite  regions.  Here  and  there  in  this  re¬ 
gion  some  collieries  are  idle  for  repairs,  but  there 
has  so  far  been  no  general  shut-down,  excepting 
the  collieries  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Company.  The 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Company  restricted  its  out 
put  in  May  materially,  while  the  other  companies 
were  increasing.  This  company  does  not  store 
domestic  sizes,  so  its  production  hinges  largely 
on  sales.  Should  the  sales  be  light  the  balance 
of  the  month,  the  production  will  be  correspond¬ 
ingly  decreased.  Most  of  the  individual  oper¬ 
ators  in  the  upper  anthracite  fields  are  working 
but  three  or  four  days  a  week. 

The  New  England  trade  is  quiet,  and  has 
been  so  since  the  latter  part  of  May.  This  terri¬ 
tory  will  have  to  take  considerable  coal  in  the 
fall,  and  the  companies  fear  they  will  not  be 
able  to  care  for  this  trade.  Much  less  coal  has 
gone  to  New  England  dealers  than  in  former  sea¬ 
sons.  The  curtailment  of  manufacturing  through¬ 
out  this  section  has  affected  the  spring  sale  of 
coal,  and  many  of  the  retailers  who  laid  in  early 
stocks  have  much  of  this  coal  still  in  their  yards. 

Line  business  is  very  flat.  Orders  are  widely 
scattered,  and  the  aggregate  tonnage  going  to  line 
points  is  very  disappointing. 

Operators  and  dealers  do  not  look  for  much  im¬ 
provement  in  the  demand  for  the  steam  sizes 
until  after  September  1.  All  the  sizes  are  long, 
and  concessions  are  being  made  on  the  smaller 
sizes  in  many  instances,  to  move  them.  Indi¬ 
vidual  shippers,  who  send  cargoes  to  tide  without 
purchasers,  are  sometimes  hard  put  to  find  buy¬ 
ers.  However,  on  contracts  covering  a  period  of 
months,  dealers  are  wary  about  making  prices. 
At  the  moment  there  is  a  very  wide  range  in 
prices,  some  coals  selling  at  the  full  circular, 
while  others  are  sold  from  ten  to  thirty  cents 
under. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

In  some  sections,  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal 
trade  shows  some  improvement,  while  in  others 


conditions  are  very  little  changed.  Trade  is  be¬ 
coming  gradually  better,  but  the  improvement  is 
slight.  One  section  may  order  coal  more  freely 
than  in  months,  while  the  consumers  in  the  ter¬ 
ritory  adjoining  may  shut  off  shipments,  which 
makes  the  situation  very  uneven.  It  is  unques¬ 
tionably  true,  though,  that  the  manufacturing 
plants  through  the  east  have  pretty  well  used  up 
all  of  their  stocks,  and  some  bf  them  heretofore 
procrastinating  are  now  closing  contracts.  Op¬ 
erators  take  this  as  indicating  that  in  a  few 
months  business  will  be  nearly  normal. 

Companies  which  are  carrying  large  contracts 
report  that  they  are  getting  consumers  to  take 
their  monthly  supplies  with  less  urging  than  here¬ 
tofore.  In  the  far  east  the  low  vessel  rates  are 
being  used  to  good  effect  in  getting  these  con¬ 
sumers  to  lay  in  their  supplies  during  the  sum¬ 
mer.  It  is  believed  that  vessel  owners  are  nam¬ 
ing  low  rates  to  get  cargoes  eastward,  intending 
to  tie  up  the  boats  at  home  ports. 

Pennsylvania  operators  competing  in  the  New 
England  markets  with  the  southern  coals  are 
complaining  of  being  handicapped,  owing  to  the 
lower  price  on  the  New  River  and  Pocahontas 
coals,  and  the  vessel  rates  given  shippers  of  the 
southern  coals  to  the  eastern  ports.  Shippers  of 
the  high-grade  Pennsylvania  coals  are,  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  thing,  prettv  well  contracted,  and  they  are 
sending  their  coal  forward  as  promptly  as  could 
be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  In  the 
central  Pennsylvania  fields,  some  large  contracts 
are  said  to.  have  been  closed  for  shipment  to 
Canadian  points,  but'  the  first  shipments  on  these 
contracts  have  not  as  yet  stimulated  production. 
Mines  in  this  territory  are  running  from  one  to 
four  days  a  week. 

Conditions  at  Hampton  Roads  are  very  much 
improved.  Some  of  the  companies  complain  that 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  not  getting  coal  to 
tide  as  promptly  as  they  require  it,  and  that  the 
railway  is  complaining  that  they  are  not  getting 
their  cars  unloaded  and  returned  as  promptly  as 
they  would  like.  The  main  reason  for  the  slow 
movement  is  held  to  be  due  to  the  cutting  off  of 
train  crews,  owing  to  the  slack  business  of  some 
months  ago.  While  off-shore  orders  are  not  nu¬ 
merous,  some  loading  is  going  on  for  the  navy 
and  cargoes  are  shipped  every  few  days  for  Gulf 
and  West  Indian  ports.  Some  few  European  in¬ 
quiries  are  reported,  which  may  develop  into  or¬ 
ders  soon. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  still  quiet.  Re¬ 
ceipts  of  coal  at  the  ports  are  just  a  little  heavier 
than  in  recent  weeks,  but  not  much  is  accumu¬ 
lating.  Prices  are  about  as  formerly  quoted, 
showing  a  range  of  from  $2.50  to  $2.80  on  good 
grades  steam  coals,  with  some  of  the  high  grades 
selling  at  $3  and  above.  Some  lots  of  cheap  coal 
can  be  picked  up  as  low  as  $2.40.  Gas  slack  is 
reported  as  being  long,  and  lower  prices  are 
quoted.  Companies  are  willing  to  contract  at 
00  to  70  cents,  and  some  sales  are  reported  as 
low  as  55  cents  at  the  mines.  Harbor  boats  are 
abundant,  and  large  boats  for  harbor  use  can  be 
obtained  at  sixteen  cents.  All  rail  business  or¬ 
ders  are  coming  from  a  wide  area,  though  not  for 
large  tonnages.  Small  orders  arc  more  numerous 
than  in  months,  indicating  that  plants  are  com¬ 
mencing  to  need  coal,  and  are  buying  a  few  cars 
from  day  to  dav  to  fiill  their  immediate  needs. 
Along  the  Sound,  business  is  unimproved. 

In  the  vessel  market  some  very  low  offers  for 
cargoes  east  are  reported  from  time  to  time. 
These  low  offers  are  made  usually  by  owners  of 
schooners  who  wish  to  get  back  to  their  home 
ports,  where  they  propose  to  tie  up  to  await  a 
revival  of  business  and  better  prices.  It  is  not 
believed  that,  after  two  or  three  weeks,  boats  can 
be  procured  at  the  rates  now  prevailing.  From 
Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem  aqd  Portland,  we 
ouote  50  to  55  cents ;  to  Lynn  and  Portsmouth,  55 
to  60  cents;  to  Newburyport,  75  cents;  to  Sarco, 
90  cents ;  to  Gardiner,  65  cents ;  to  Bangor,  70 
to  75  cents;  from  New  York  to  Boston,  around 
the  cape,  50  cents ;  to  Sound  ports,  35  to  50  cents. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines  east  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Erie  (in  tons)  for  the  week  and 
year  ended  June  6,  1908,  and  comparisons  follow: 

1908  1907  Decrease 

Week  ended  June  6 .  828,723  1,196,815  368,092 

Year  to  date . . 19,080,679  25,049,930  5,969,251 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  June  18. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence '.) — Another  week  has  gone  down  into 
history  as  a  dull  period  in  the  Baltimore  coal 
business.  The  demand  has  been  moderate,  for 
the  season,  but  the  price  list  has  remained  away 
off.  During  the  week  eyes  were  turned  to  Chi¬ 
cago  for  a  large  part,  but  it  was  not  believed 
that  there  would  be  any  distinct  improvement  in 
general  business  conditions,  at  least  until  after 
the  Denver  convention. 

Even  then,  the  members  of  the  trade  here  seem 
to  believe  that  there  will  be  but  a  moderate  pick¬ 
up,  and  that  a  general  resumption,  if  it  come 
at  all  this  year,  will  not  take  place  until  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  election  is  known.  That  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  a  mighty  long  wait  for  the  coal  man  at 
existing  prices.  Operator  and  shipper  seem  to 
be  about  satisfied,  at  present,  if  they  get  a  very 
slight  margin  above  actual  cost  of  production. 

Mighty  little  hustling  is  being  done  on  the 
outside  for  new  business,  and,  in  addition,  con¬ 
sumers  generally  seem  to  be  holding  off.  One 
coal  man  who  was  asked  if  he  had  been  out  of 
town  recently,  as  has  been  his  custom,  to  boom 
up  business,  remarked,  “What’s  the  use?  It 
would  only  increase  our  expense  account.” 

Charter  announcements  for  coastwise  business 
have  been  few  and  far  between  during  the  past 
two  or  three  weeks.  Last  announcements  show 
that  the  tendency  for  coastwise  freights  is  still 
downward.  For  instance  the  last  charter  an¬ 
nounced  was  that  of  the  schooner  Mary  A.  Ran¬ 
dall,  for  New  London,  at  55  cents,  as  against 
ten  cents  better  some  two  weeks  ago.  .  Consid¬ 
erable  business  is  being  done  with  Mexican  ports, 
in  contrast  with  domestic  shipments.  The  Brit¬ 
ish  steamship  Kyleakin  is  here  loading  for  Tam¬ 
pico. 


News  in  Brief. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is  reported  as 
negotiating  for  the  sale  of  a  large  tract  of  coal 
and  timber  land  which  it  owns,  in  Greenbrier, 
Webster  and  Nicholas  counties,  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  J.  Rivers  Company  is  said  to  be  the 
prospective  purchaser,  and  about  $2,000,000  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  deal.  The  tract  was  acquired  by 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  when  it  bought  the  West 
Virginia  &  Pittsburgh  railroad,  and  originally 
there  were  about  114,000  acres  in  the  holding. 
About  two  years  ago  the  Rivers  Company  bought 
about  70,000  acres. 

Coal  men  interested  in  the  bunker  trade  here 
are  encouraged  by  the  announcement  of  an  ex¬ 
pansion  by  still  another  line  of  steamships.  The 
United  Fruit  Company  has  decided  to  divert  the 
main  part  of  its  business  from  New  York,  Bos¬ 
ton  and  Charleston  to  this  port.  It  has  drawn 
plans  for  a  splendid  pier  on  the  waterfront. 


New  River  Company. 

New  York,  June  18. — For  the  twelve  months 
ended  March  31,  1908,  the  New  River  Company 
shipped  1,787,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal.  Cur¬ 
rent  prices  are  down  fifteen  cents,  but  this  is 
pretty  well  offset  by  the  reductions  in  labor  and 
mining  costs.  For  several  months,  recently  the 
company  wa§  on  a  basis  of  seventy-five  per  cent 
of  normal  output,  but  in  May  the  tonnage  rose 
to  145,000  tons.  The  average  output  for  last 
October  and  November  was  165,000  tons,  but 
this  fell  off  considerably  in  the  following  months 
to  the  three-fourths  basis  as  indicated.  June  is 
expected  to  make  a  normal  showing. 

The  holdings  of  New  River  Company,  which 
is  the  second  largest  bituminous  producer  in  the 
West  Virginia  section,  consists  of  60,000  acres, 
half  of  which  is  owned  outright,  the  remainder 
being  leased.  Transportation  is  chiefly  by  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio,  although  the  new  Rogers  road 
will  handle  a  portion  of  its  shipments. 

Its  market  is  mainly  New  England,  although 
it  has  entered  the  markets  in  all  the  larger 
cities  except  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Balti¬ 
more.  It  has  just  started  its  lake  business  for 
the  season,  having  recently  shipped  100,000  tons 
to  that  point.  The  New  England  business  is 
carried  on  the  company’s  own  line  of  barges  and 
steamers,  which  are  controlled  by  a  subsidiary 
transportation  company. 
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Philadelphia  News. 


Philadelphia,,  Pa.,  June  18. — ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence). — Last  week  the  schooner  Kenwood, 
1,850  tons,  was  chartered  to  take  a  cargo  of  coal 
to  Key  West,  Fla.  The  terms  were  $1.20  per  ton. 
Among  other  charters  noted  are :  Schooner  Har¬ 
ry  T.  Hayward,  1,020  tons,  to  Galveston,  Tex., 
$1.05  and  discharge;  steamer  Burbo  Bank, 
1,818  tons,  Havana,  private  terms ;  schooner 
George  W.  Wells,  2,743  tons,  to  Portland,  50 
cents;  schooner  Henry  F.  Kreyer,  991.  tons,  to 
San  Juan,  P.  R.,  $1.50;  schooner  Ella  M.  Wil¬ 
ley,  800  tons,  to  Guanica,  P.  R.,  $1.50.  Charters 
to  Boston  are  made  at  50  cents ;  to  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  at  80  cents;  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  at  95  cents, 
and  to  other  Atlantic  ports  at  proportionate 
rates. 

On  last  Friday  the  Reading  railway  had  four 
carloads  unclaimed  bituminous  coal  sold  at  auc¬ 
tion. 

Contending  that  the  Hepburn  commodity  clause 
of  the  interstate  commerce  act  was  unconstitu¬ 
tional,  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  one  of  the 
seven  defendants  to  the  suit  brought  by  the 
government  to  dissolve  the  so-called  Anthracite 
Coal  Trust,  filed  it's  answer  last  week  in  the 
United  States  circuit  court.  Aside  from  the 
question  of  fact  involved,  the  answers  of  the  re¬ 
maining  defendants  are  expected  to  be  similar 
to  the  one  just  filed.  The  legality  of  the  clause 
is  questioned  on  the  ground  that  it  does  not  un¬ 
dertake  to  regulate  the  transportation  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  produced  from  the  mines  owned  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Company,  but  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  undertakes  to  prohibit  absolutely  the 
transportation  thereof,  and,  therefore,  is  not  a 
regulation  of  interstate  commerce.  The  answer, 
in  conclusion,  declares  that  the  effect  of  the 
clause  will  constitute  a  taking  of  the  defend¬ 
ant’s  property,  corporate  rights  and  franchises, 
without  due  process  of  law  and  without  com¬ 
pensation,  and  that  in  its  result  the  railroad  will 
be  denied  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Railroad  Commission 
has  ruled  that  it  cannot  exercise  jurisdiction  in 
the  matter  of  relief  of  railroad  lines  wholly 
within  the  state  from  the  provisions  of  the  fed¬ 
eral  safety  appliances  act.  This  subject  was 
brought  up  by  the  East  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Supply  Company,  which  asked,  through 
President  R.  S.  Seibert  and  Attorney  John  D. 
Dorris,  that  it  be  excepted  because  its  lines  are 
within  the  state.  The  commission  ascertained 
that  while  its  lines  were  as  represented,  its  cars 
were  engaged  in  interstate  commerce. 


Boston  Trade. 


Boston,  June  18. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
Quietness  prevails  in  the  anthracite  trade.  Coal 
is  coming  forward,  but  not  in  large  volume,  and 
but  few  new  orders  are  being  obtained.  No  im¬ 
provement  is  looked  for  before  late  in  August, 
when  retailers  will  be  compelled  to  buy  heavily 
for  fall  and  winter  needs. 

The  falling  off  in  wholesale  orders  is  brought 
about  by  the  indifference  on  the  part  of  house¬ 
holders  to  lay  in  coal  during  the  spring  months. 
As  many  of  the  wealthy  class,  who  have  to  buy 
considerable  coal  for  winter  needs,  are  now  plan¬ 
ning  their  summer  vacations,  they  are  putting  off 
the  purchasing  of  coal  until  they  return  in  the 
fall.  The  panic  and  short  working  hours  has 
deprived  thousands  of  workmen  throughout  New 
England  of  normal  wages,  and  there  is  scarcely 
any  trade  from  this  class.  Retailers,  therefore, 
are  expecting  to  deliver  but  little  coal  for  the 
next  two  months. 

A  few  large  soft  coal  contracts  were  closed  last 
week,  and  many  small  orders  are  developing, 
which  tend  to  strengthen  the  soft  coal  situation. 
Improvement  is  very  slow,  though.  Most  deal¬ 
ers  think  the  tide  has  turned,  and  that  the  im¬ 
provement  will  be  more  noticeable  from  week  to 
week.  There  will,  of  course,  be  no  great  activity 
during  the  summer  months,  but  there  should  be 
a  healthy  demand  by  September  1. 

Considerable  coal  is  going  to  some  of  the  shoal 
water  ports,  influenced  no  doubt  by  low  vessel 
rates.  Boston  and  Sound  ports  have  no  accu¬ 
mulations.  Pennsylvania  coals  sell  on  cars,  Mystic 
wharf,  $2.80  up,  while  New  River  and  Pocahontas 


sell  at  prices  which  indicate  a  slight  depression 
from  the  contract  prices. 

Vessel  rates  are  the  lowest  known  in  years,  and 
some  owners  are  willing  to  charter  for  three  or 
four  trips  at  these  rates,  though  many  owners  are 
tying  their  vessels  up  as  soon  as  they  get  them 
to  their  home  ports.  From  the  Roads  to  Boston, 
50  cents  is  the  rate,  Philadelphia  asking  the  same 
rate,  with  Baltimore  ranging  five  to  ten  cents 
higher.  From  Philadelphia  to  Sound  points,  50 
cents  is  the  top. 


News  Briefs. 

A  fire,  believed  to  be  of  incendiary  origin,  did 
$2,000  damage  to  the  coal  sheds  of  Burbeck  & 
Brett,  Rockland,  Me.,  last  week. 

A  coal  man  making  a  trip  down  the  bay  this 
week  counted  twenty-eight  schooners  of  the  coal 
carrying  type  tied  up  until  a  rise  in  rates  is  in 
evidence. 

H.  G.  Kellogg,  New  England  sales  agent  for 
W.  A.  Marshall  &  Co.,  visited  New  York  this 
week,  going  via  the  new  Metropolitan  “all  the 
way  by  water”  route. 

W.  H.  McCurdea,  son  of  W.  E.  McCurdea, 
treasurer  of  Garfield  &  Proctor  Coal  Company,  is 
looking  after  the  New  York  office  of  the  company 
while  Manager  A.  S.  Davison  is  away  on  a  trip 
through  the  mining  sections  of  Pennsylvania  and 
West  Virginia. 

Many  Boston  retailers  and  some  of  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  wholesale  companies  are  on 
the  excursion  of  the  New  England  retailers  to 
the  anthracite  mines  this  week.  On  Saturday, 
Secretary  Humphrey  of  the  association  announced 
that  over  230  had  registered  for  the  trip. 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  June  18. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
—Sales  agents  report  a  continuation  of  the  dull¬ 
ness  which  has  marked  the  trade  since  April. 
In  practically  all  directions  orders  have  fallen 
off,  and  the  usual  impetus  brought  by  the  an¬ 
nual  price  reduction  has  failed  to  materialize 
to  any  extent.  Both  east  and  west,  on  rail  or¬ 
ders,  there  is  a  constant  falling  off,  and  it  is 
said  the  result  has  been  a  curtailment'  of  mining 
expenses  by  a  shortening  of  operations  on  the 
part  of  the  larger  companies.  June,  which  is 
usually  a  fairly  active  month,  shows  the  poor¬ 
est  business  ever  recorded,  in  a  season  where 
labor  troubles  have  not  risen  to  hamper  trade. 
In  about  the  same  ratio  as  industrial  conditions 
have  weakened,  so  have  coal  men  been  forced  to 
see  their  operations  dwindle.  With  little 
freight  to  move,  the  supply  of  rolling  stock  is 
ample.  ; 

In  all  sizes  of  anthracite  the  stock  piles  and 
trestles  are  well  supplied,  and  the  few  buyers  on 
the  market  are  having  no  trouble  to  have  their 
orders  promptly  filled. 

Business  at  the  lake  trestles  has  shown  de¬ 
cided  improvement  during  the  past  week  and 
more  activity  in  hull  chartering  is  observable 
than  at  any  time  since  the  season  opened.  Rates 
remain  the  same,  for  the  reason  that  while 
boats  are  scarce,  the  lake  demand  is  not  at  all 
urgent  and  the  balance  of  supply  and  demand 
is  very  fairly  adjusted. 

A  few  of  the  large  carriers  have  been  coming 
down  light,  taking  up  coal,  hut  few  of  the  own¬ 
ers  appear  anxious  to  put'  their  vessels  in  com¬ 
mission  with  the  prospect  of  suitable  profits  so 
vague.  So  far  only  a  single  ore  cargo  has  been 
received,  at  this  port.  About  all  the  tonnage 
loaded  in  the  late  winter  has  been  moved.  In 
fact,  the  bulk  of  the  business  reported  has  been 
these  cargoes.  There  is  considerable  trade  be¬ 
ing  carried  on  by  the  smaller  boats,  trading  to 
out-of-the-way  ports. 

Short  buying  by  consumers  during  the  present 
month,  after  a  dull  May,  is  looked  upon  by  the 
dealers  as  a  guarantee  of  a  very  active  trade 
during  the  fall.  No  notion  of  the  intention  of 
the  independent  owners — the  ore  carriers — as  to 
when  they  will  start  their  boats.  Some  predict, 
with  a  show  of  reason,  that  there  will  be  no 
demand  for  ore  boats  before  August.  In  that 
case  Buffalo’s  record  as  a  coal  shipping  port  is 
likely  to  be  seriously  affected.  .  Cleveland  ap¬ 


pears  to  be  forwarding  about  the  usual  tonnage, 
but  Cleveland  is  a  soft  coal  port,  while  Buffalo 
scarcely  ever  sends  out  a  cargo  of  bituminous. 

Considerable  enthusiasm  is  being  manifested 
over  the  coming  convention  of  the  Kokoals, 
which  is  slated  to  occur  in  this  city  on  July 
9  to  13  inclusive.  Never  were  more  active  press 
agents  to  be  found  than  the  corps  of  boomers 
who  are  giving  publicity  to  the  program  of  the 
dealers’  jubilee.  So  extravagant  have  the  es¬ 
timates  of  the  number  of  visitors  to  be  present 
become  that  we  refuse  to  give  the  figures.  This 
correspondence  aims  to  be  accurate  if  nothing 
more. 


Bituminous  Unchanged. 

Nothing  doing,  is  the  reply  to  inquiries  re¬ 
garding  the  soft  coal  conditions.  There  is  no 
change  whatever  in  the  situation,  nor  is  any 
likely  to  occur  for  several  weeks  to  come,  though, 
one  operator,  with  a  quizzical  expression  in  his 
thoughtful  eyes,  said  to  us  today  that  next  week 
he  would  surely  have  something  in  the  news  line 
for  The  Black  Diamond.  But  he  wouldn’t  even 
give  a  hint  of  what  the  something  might  be. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  does  not  fail  us  again. 


Semi-Bituminous  Used. 

New  York,  June  18. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Com¬ 
pany  had  its  representatives  before  the  Public 
Service  Commission  last  Monday  to  try  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  it  was  they  had  changed  from  the 
use  of  anthracite  to  semi-bituminous  coal  in  its 
two  large  power  houses,  among  the  largest  in 
the  country.  The  complaint  had  been  made  by 
residents  of  the  upper  West  Side,  who  were 
represented  by  Henry  D.  Hotchkiss,  a  lawyer. 

Henry  G.  Stott,  superintendent  of  motive 
power  of  the  Interborough  Company,  said  that 
the  company  had  done  away  with  the  use  ot 
anthracite  about  two  years  ago  when  the 
change  to  semi-bituminous  was  made.  He  gave 
some  figures  to  show  superiority  of  anthracite 
coal  and  added  that  for  the  production  of  steam, 
anthracite  is  about  twenty-five  per  cent  better 
than  semi-bituminous,  but  the  latter  has  been 
found  the  more  desirable  because  it  responded 
more  quickly  to  “changes  of  load.”  Semi-bitu¬ 
minous  coal,  he  added,  would  produce  additional 
heat  when  needed  more  quickly  than  anthracite. 

“The  reason  for  the  superiority  of  soft  coal,” 
Superintendent  Stott  said,  “is  that  it  has  about 
seventeen  per  cent  of  volatile  matter,  as  against 
three  per  cent'  of  the  anthracite.  That  means,” 
he  added,  “that  the  soft  coal  will  produce  addi¬ 
tional  heat  more  quickly  and  to  return  to  the 
use  of  anthracite  would  mean  a  reduction  of 
thirty  per  cent  in  the  rush-hour  capacity  of 
the  subway.  It  cost  the  company  $200  for  each 
of  its  sixty  boilers  to  fit  them  for  the  change 
in  coal.” 


Eastern  Labor  Situation. 

President  Lewis  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America  recently  visited  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 
and  made  several  addresses  to  the  miners  in  that 
vicinity.  He  declared  that  union  sentiment  in 
the  anthracite  field  right  now  is  not  lively  or  as 
strong  as  he  would  like  to  see  it.  It  is  hard, 
according  to  him,  to  explain  the  apathy  of  the 
mine  workers,  but  he  hopes  to  strengthen  the 
organization  so  that  it  will  be  able  to  put  for¬ 
ward  a  fighting  front  when  the  time  comes  for 
the  renewal  of  the  agreement  next  year. 

Mr.  Lewis  gave  another  demonstration  of  his 
knowledge  of  human  nature  when  he  said  that 
he  did  not  propose  to  arouse  enthusiasm  amont 
the  miners  by  a  series  of  mass  meetings,  but 
that  he  proposed  to  go  about  conversion  to 
unionism  quietly,  pleading  more  to  the  sense.  of 
the  miners  than  to  their  passions  and  excita¬ 
bility.  At  this  time  he  made  a  hasty  visit  to 
certain  fields,  and  after  another  trip  into  the 
west,  to  straighten  out  some  labor  matters,  he 
will  return  to  the  anthracite  fields  and  go  more 
carefully  into  the  organization  of  the  mine  work¬ 
ers.  He  says  now  nothing  more  will  be  done 
in  the  way  of  preparing  a  definite  scale  for  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  operators  next  year.  In  this  the 
coal  trade  applauds  his  conservatism,  because  we 
have  had  too  much  labor  discussion  for  one 
summer  as  it  is.  This  matter  can  safely  rest 
until  the  first  of  next  year,  at  least. 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions.  Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


About  Party  Walls. — Party  walls,  the 
Appellate  Court  of  Indiana  says  (in 
the  case  of  Kiefer  vs.  Dickson,  84 
Northeastern  Reporter,  523),  can  be 
created  in  three  ways:  (1)  By  contract, 
express  or  implied,  between  the  par¬ 
ties;  (2)  by  prescription  (long  use); 
(3)  by  statute.  While  the  presence  or 
absence  of  windows  is  not  an  infallible 
test  of  a  party  wall,  their  presence  is 
a  good  indication  that  it  is  not  a  party 
wall.  It  is  improbable  that  a  man 
i  would,  for  example,  erect  a  wall  to  a 
hotel  building  on  his  own  ground, 
placing  windows  therein,  which  are  im¬ 
peratively  necessary  in  such  a  building, 
with  the  intention  that  it  be  a  party 
wall.  Where  a  wall  is  a  strict  party 
wall,  neither  of  the  adjoining  owners 
has  a  right  to  maintain  windows  there¬ 
in,  and  equity  will  enjoin  such  main¬ 
tenance,  and  require  the  restoration  of 
the  wall  to  a  solid  wall. 


Suits  Between  Partners — At  common 
law,  the  St.  Louis  Court  of  Appeals 
says  (in  the  case  of  Gilliam  vs.  Loeb, 
109  Southwestern  Reporter,  835),  a 
partnership  was  so  far  regarded  as  an 
entity  that  an  action  would  not  lie  in 
favor  of  one  or  more  partners  against 
the  others  on  a  case  springing  out  of 
partnership  business  until  the  affairs 
of  the  firm  had  been  settled  and  a  bal¬ 
ance  struck.  In  legal  theory  the  several 
partners  would  have  to  be  both  plain¬ 
tiffs  and  defendants  in  the  action,  which 
is  not  allowable;  and  this  is  the  tech¬ 
nical  reason  for  refusing  to  allow  an 
action  until  a  settlement  of  the  business 
shows  an  indebtedness  of  one  or  more 
of  the  partners  to  the  others.  There 
is  said  to  be  a  deeper  reason  for  the 
rule,  i.  e.,  that  until  an  accounting  is 
had  and  a  balance  struck  the  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor  does  not  exist  be¬ 
tween  the  partners,  nor  can  it  be  known 
that  any  member  of  the  firm  owes  the 
I  others,  because  perchance  he  may  have 
advanced  more  than  his  proportion 
toward  the  capital,  or  in  payment  of 
firm  debts,  or  have  borne  an  undue 
share  of  the  losses,  or  may  posses 
other  offsets  against  any  demand  on 
him  by  his  co-members.  Controversies 
and  claims  between  members  of  a  firm 
come  under  one  of  the  heads  of  equity 
jurisdiction,  and  usually  partners  must 
j  seek  relief  against  each  other  in  chan¬ 
cery.  But  there  are  exceptions  both 
real  and  apparent  to  this  rule.  If  only 
:  one  matter  or  item  is  in  dispute  between 
partners,  an  action  at  law  may  be  main¬ 
tained  on  the  item,  though  there  has 
been  no  settlement  of  the  firm’s  affairs 
or  balance  struck.  And  sometimes  a 
controversy  between  persons  who  are 
members  of  a  partnership  will  appear 
on  first  view  to  have  arisen  out  of  a 
i  transaction  connected  with  the  firm's 
j  business,  when  really  it  stands  on  an 
,  independent  footing  and  may  be  the  sub- 
|  ject  of  a  legal  action  between  the  part¬ 
ners,  not  as  such,  but  in  their  indi- 
|  vidual  capacities.  Moreover,  the  courts 


appear  to  isolate  a  transaction  in  which 
a  gross  fraud  or  other  wrong  is  per¬ 
petrated  by  one  partner  on  his  Asso¬ 
ciates,  and  regard  it  as  so  far  de¬ 
tached  from  the  general  partnership 
affairs  that  it  may  be  treated  judicially 
as  if  all  said  affairs,  except  a  single 
item,  had  been  adjusted.  This  is  no¬ 
where  said,  but  it  seems  to  be  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  adjudications. 


Injuries  to  Employes  as  Evidence  of 
Employers’  Negligence — It  is  the  gen¬ 
eral  rule,  in  actions  by  employes  for 
negligent  injuries,  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  says  (in  By¬ 
ers  vs.  Carnegie  Steel  Company,  159 
Federal  Reporter,  347),  that  the  mere 
fact  of  an  injury  raises  no  presumption 
of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  em¬ 
ployer.  The  reason  for  the  difference 
in  the  rule  of  presumption  between  ac¬ 
tions  by  employes  and  actions  by  those 
not  sustaining  such  relation  is  the  pe¬ 
culiar  contract  of  the  employe  by  which 
he  assumes  the  risks  incident  to  his 
employment,  including  the  negligence 
of  his  fellow  servants,  and  the  result¬ 
ing  requirement  that  the  injured  em¬ 
ploye  show  that  the  injury  of  which  he 
complains  was  the  result  of  a  risk  h< 
did  not  assume.  But  there  is  no  hard 
and  fast  rule  that  the  doctrine  that  the 
matter  speaks  for  itself  can  in  no  case 
be  applicable  in  a  suit  by  an  employe 
against  an  employer  for  negligent  in¬ 
juries.  On  the  contrary,  the  rule  re¬ 
ferred  to  has  been  applied  in  numerous 
cases  of  that  nature,  the  applicability 
of  the  rule  being  determined  by  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  acci¬ 
dent  is  shown  to  have  happened.  The 
proposition  is  fully  supported,  both  by 
reason  and  authority,  that  where  the 
character  of  an  accident  and  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  it  occurs  are 
such  as  to  point  strongly  to  a  condi¬ 
tion  which  is  abnormal  and  dangerous, 
and  to  a  long-continued  existence  of 
such  abnormal  and  dangerous  condition, 
under  circumstances  indicating  that  the 
employer  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
care  should  have  known  of  such  condi¬ 
tion,  and  where  the  evidence  shows  that 
the  employe  had  no  knowledge  of  such 
condition,  and  suffered  injury  through 
no  negligence  of  his  own  and  through 
no  risk  assumed  by  him,  and  that  such 
abnormal  and  dangerous  condition  was 
the  proximate  cause  of  the  accident, 
the  fact  of  the  relation  of  employer  and 
employe  does  not  forbid  an  inference 
of  the  employer’s  negligence  from  the 
fact  of  the  accident  under  circumstances 
so'  stated ;  notwithstanding  the  absence 
of  direct  testimony,  by  personal  obser¬ 
vation,  of  the  existence  of  the  specific 
defect  alleged  to  have  caused  the  acci¬ 
dent. 


The  Mission  Wood  and  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$10,000  by  S.  N.  Burdin,  V.  A.  Patty 
and  V.  A.  Patty,  Jr. 


The  St.  Vrain  Coal  Company  has 
been  incorporated  at  Greeley,  Colo., 
by  George  N.  Wheeler,  A.  C.  Phelps 
and  J.  Benedict  of  Denver.  The  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  the  company  is  $90,000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  A.  F.  Cook  &  Co.,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $25,- 
000.  The  incorporators  of  the  new 
company  are  Alfred  F.  Cook,  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Rathje  and  H.  S.  Alton. 

The  Ewert  Brothers  Company  has 
incorporated  at  Chicago,  with  $2,000 
capital  stock,  to  deal  in  coal,  grain 
and  feed  at  wholesale  and  retail.  The 
incorporators  are  George  W.  Ewert, 
A.  G.  Dicus  and  A.  D.  Gash. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Oklahoma  Fuel  Company 
of  Tulsa,  Okla.  The  company  has 
a  capital  stock  of  $10,000  and  the  di¬ 
rectors  are  E.  R.  Kemp,  Roger  S. 
Sherman  and  W.  B.  Stone,  all  of 
Tulsa. 

The  Third  Vein  Coal  Company  of 
Orchard  Mines,  Ill.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  by  Charles  V.  Miles,  George 
W.  Campbell  and  Robert  P.  Jack. 
The  concern  has  a  canital  stock  of 
$40,000  and  the  charter  has  been 
granted  for  fifty  years. 

The  Clover  Bar  Coal  Company, 
Limited,  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
has  incorporated,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $500,000,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
mining  stock  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 
Robert  Clark  will  be  the  company's 
agent  in  this  state  and  the  offices  will 
be  at  Indianapolis. 

A  new  coal  company,  to  be  known 
as  the  Beacon  Coal  Company,  has 
been  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
mining  coal  about  one  mile  from  Bea¬ 
con  Iowa.  The  members  of  the  new 
company,  which  has  a  nominal  capi¬ 
tal  stock,  are  U.  G.  Deck,  I.  Davis, 
H.  E.  Davis  and  W.  P.  Phillips. 


The  Sebastian  Smokeless  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  to  engage  in  the  mining, 
manufacture  and  sale  of  smokeless  coal. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$20,000,  of  which  over  $12,000  has  been 
subscribed. 

The  Gauley  River  Timber  &  Coal 
Company,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,- 
000  for  the  purpose  of  developing  coal 
and  timber  lands  in  the  Jefferson  dis¬ 
trict  of  West  Virginia.  D.  J.  Snyder 
and  J.  R.  Smith,  both  of  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  are  among  the  incorporators  of  the 
new  concern. 

The  Imperial  Coal  Company  of 
Elkhart,  Indiana,  has  filed  articles  of 
incorporation  with  the  secretary  of 
state  at  Indianapolis,  showing  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $15,000.  The  company 
will  deal  in  mines  and  mineral  lands. 
The  directors  are  Charles  B.  Isbell 
and  Henry  I.  Isbell  of  Elkhart  and 
S.  K.  Williams  of  McAllister,  Okla. 


Eastern  Notes. 

The  tipple  of  mine  No.  12  of  the 
Hicks  Coal  Company  at  Leechburg, 
Pa.,  was  destroyed  a  few  days  ago  by 
fire,  throwing  over  a  hundred  men 
out  of  employment  until  the  struc¬ 
ture  can  be  rebuilt. 

The  plant  of  the  Royal  Coal  Mines 
at  Argentine,  Pa.,  near  Butler,  was 
destroyed  some  days  ago  by  dyna¬ 
mite.  It  is  believed  that  the  loss  will 
exceed  $20,000. 

Anthracite  coal  operators  have  de¬ 
cided  to  place  about  140,000  men  at 
work  at  once  in  an  effort  to  get  in 
storage  10,000,000  tons  of  coal  as  soon 
as  possible.  This  will  give  steady 
employment  for  some  time  to  come 
to  every  man  in  the  anthracite  fields 
who  desires  work. 


Cp  nnu/MAN  m|ner  and  shipper 

•  u.  DUnlflnN  anthracite  -  coke  -  bituminous 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE’’  "LOPEZ” 

“Buck  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  Cas 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  La t robe,  Lnilitzln  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R.. 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  June  18. —  ( Special 
Correspondence.)  — Announcement  was 
received  here  on  Tuesday  that  the  big 
lake  fleets  are  going  into  commission, 
and  that  after  the  first  of  July  there  will 
be  plenty  of  boats  to  take  care  of  all 
coal  shipments  to  Ohio  docks.  It  is 
estimated  that  at  present  there  are  some  . 
twenty  vessels  already  loaded  and  ready 
to  move  with  the  cargoes.  Most  of 
these  are  under  independent  ownership, 
and  may  not  make  as  early  a  start  as 
the  liners  which  come  down  with  ore. 
All  are  expected,  however,  to  get  under 
way  within  two  or  three  weeks. 

The  past  week  has  been  the  busiest 
one  in  the  Hocking  valley  for  many 
months.  Of  the  two  larger  producers, 
the  New  Pittsburgh  Company  has 
practically  all  of  its  mines  in  operation 
and  the  Sunday  Creek  Company  has 
been  getting  out  a  big  tonnage,  with 
prospects  of  working  full  capacity  in¬ 
side  of  the  next  ten  days.  A  number 
of  smaller  concerns  having  sub-con¬ 
tracts  with  the  lake-shipping  com¬ 
panies  are  also  active.  This  revival 
comes  as  a  welcome  relief  to  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  miners  in  the  valley,  who 
were  beginning  to  feel  the  pinch  of 
want.  It  will  also  have  a  good  effect 
upon  the  wholesale  interests  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  outside  of  the  coal  trade,  as 
this  city  is  the  source  of  all  kinds  of 
supplies  for  mines  and  company 
stores. 

It  is  believed  that  the  tonnage  from 
this  territory  to  the  northwest  will  be 
very  large  this  season,  in  spite  of  the 
late  start,  if  the  upper  docks  are  able 
to  absorb  shipments,  or  if  there  are  no 
further  hindrances  to  navigation.  A 
slightly  disquieting  rumor  is  to  the 
effect  that  dock  laborers,  when  the 
lake-carrying  trade  gets  under  full 
sway,  will  -attempt  an  attack  upon  the 
open-shop  policy  which  their  employ¬ 
ers  have  put  in  force  this  season. 

Some  inroad  is  already  seen  in  the 
supply  of  empty  cars  which  have  been 
standing  idle  on  the  sidings  along  the 
line  of  the  coal  roads.  Much  of  the 
old  rolling  stock  that  is  unfit  for  any 
other  service  can  be  utilized  in  the 
lake  trade.  Immunity  from  demur¬ 
rage  charges  until  August  1  will  allow 
coal  producers  to  have  any  quantity  of 
coal  on  hand  in  the  yards  at  lake 
ports,  awaiting  vessels.  Extensive  im¬ 
provements  at  the  Toledo  docks  since 
last  season  will  permit  of  more  rapid 
loading  and  of  the  handling  of  cars  of 
any  size  or  type. 

Gaining  a  Little  Strength. 

Most  concerns  report  a  better  feel¬ 
ing  in  the  market.  Prices,  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  show  a  little  gain  in  strength. 
The  lowest  quotation  on  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  lump  is  $1.10,  whereas  it  has 
been  selling  for  a  month  past  at  $1.00. 
This  gives  a  better  show  for  Hocking, 
which  is  commanding  an  average  of 
$1.25.  While  the  demand  remains 
light,  the' activity  in  the  lake  trade  has 
a  good  moral  effect,  and  helps  to  sup¬ 
port  the  argument  of  salesmen  that 
the  days  of  extremely  low  prices  are 
numbered.  Dealers  are  beginning  to 
show  some  interest  in  the  matter  of 
their  fall  stocks.  It  is  believed  that 
very  few  of  them  have  much  coal  on 
hand.  Even  $1.00  coal  has  not  been 
much  of  an  inducement  for  them  to 
buy  in  the  spring  and  carry  over  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer.  Some  coal  is  being 
contracted  for,  subject  to  delivery  be¬ 
fore  September  1,  at  $1.25  to  $1.40. 


Yearly  contract  business  appears  to  be 
less  active  this  season  than  it  was  last, 
both  producer  and  dealer  looking 
upon  it  as  a  somewhat  doubtful  prop¬ 
osition.  The  highest  price  reported  is 
$1.45. 

Little  change  is  noticeable  in  steam 
coals.  Contrary  to  expectation,  West 
Virginia  run-of-mine  shows  little 
gain  in  strength.  From  75  cents  to  90 
cents  appears  to  be  the  range  of  price. 
Hocking  run-of-mine  is  bringing  from 
$1.00  to  $1.10.  Hocking  nut,  pea  and 
slack  has  an  average  value  of  65  cents 
and  West  Virginia  60  cents,  the  de¬ 
mand  showing  a  tendency  to  weak¬ 
ness.  Coarse  slack  sells  from  45  cents 
to  50  cents.  Hocking  fine  coals  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  scarce,  but  a  few  weeks  of 
active  lake  business  will  throw  a  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  this  by-product 
on  the  market. 

A  number  of  Columbus  retail  yards 
are  now  in  a  practical  state  of  sus¬ 
pension,  and  dealers  are  slow  in  stock¬ 
ing  on  anthracite  and  splint.  Prices 
are  as  follows:  Hocking  lump,  $3.25; 
West  Virginia  lump,  $3.50;  splint 
coals,  $3.50  to  $4.00;  anthracite,  $7.00. 


Veteran  Coal  Dealer  Dies. 

A  large  number  of  Columbus  coal 
men  assembled  at  the  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd,  on  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  last,  to  pay  respect  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  Archibald  Hamilton,  a  promi¬ 
nent  retail  dealer,  who  died  on  Thurs¬ 
day  at  his  home  in  this  city.  Mr. 
Hamilton  had  been  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  here  since  1888.  Within  the  last 
few  weeks  he  disposed  of  ttie  bulk  of 
his  interests  in  the  Hamilton-Parker 
Company,  on  account  of  ill  health,  but 
remained  president  of  the  concern. 
Few  men  in  Columbus  were  better 
known  or  enjoyed  a  wider  popularity 
with  both  the  retail  trade  and  the  con¬ 
suming  public.  He  was  fifty-nine  years 
of  age  and  a  native  of  Scotland,  com¬ 
ing  to  this  city  in  1883,  after  a  resi¬ 
dence  in  Liverpool,  England.  The 
cause  of  his  death  was  diabetes.  He 
is  survived  by  a  widow  and  six  chil¬ 
dren.  Among  the  latter  is  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  vice-president  of  the  W.  J. 
Hamilton  Coal  Company,  a  prominent 
operating  and  jobbing  concern  of  this 
city. 


New  Wholesale  Firm. 

G.  H.  Marting,  formerly  manager 
of  the  coal  department  of  the  Colum¬ 
bus  Iron  &  Steel  Company,  and  A.  N. 
Flora,  late  secretary  of  the  same,  will 
have  active  charge  of  a  new  wholesale 
enterprise,  organized  within  the  last 
few  weeks  and  known  as  the  Monarch 
Fuel  Company.  Offices  were  opened 
this  week  at  506  and  508  Brunson 
building.  The  concern  is  a  partner¬ 
ship,  the  other  members  of  the  same 
being  Emory  J.  Smith,  a  well-known 
local  capitalist,  and  F.  T.  Jones.  The 
output  of  the  Blue  Creek  Coal  &  Land 
Company  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  a 
first-class  splint  coal,  amounting  to 
1,000  tons  a  day,  is  handled  by  the 
new  company.  The  company  starts 
off  with  bright  prospects.  Delivery 
is  now  being  made  on  a  good-sized 
lake  contract. 


Briefs  and  Personals. 

Darrell  Howe  of  Howe  &  David, 
retail  dealers  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  was 
in  Columbus  on  Tuesday. 


George  Silcott  of  the  Silcott  Coal 
Company,  Nelsonville,  Ohio,  was  a 
visitor  in  the  city  on  Monday. 

Harry  Ensign,  sales  agent  of  the 
Johnson  Coal  Company,  who  was 
confined  to  his  home  for  some  days  by 
a  malignant  carbuncle,  has  been  able 
to  resume  his  duties. 

The  C.  M.  Anderson  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  has  issued  a  handsome  series  of 
post  cards,  showing  Columbus  views, 
for  the  use  of  its  traveling  salesmen 
in  notifying  dealers  of  the  dates  on 
which  calls  will  be  made  upon  them. 

H.  H.  Allen  of  the  Susquehanna 
Company,  who,  with  his  kodak,  was 
a  familiar  figure  at  the  recent  Colum¬ 
bus  and  Detroit  conventions,  is  re¬ 
membering  some  of  his  friends  here 
with  nicely  finished  reproductions  of 
convention  scenes. 

The  Toledo  Furnace  Company, 
which  takes  the  entire  coke  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company, 
has  announced  its  intention  to  resume 
operations  on  July  1.  This  will  have 
the  effect  of  still  further  helping  out 
the  West  Virginia  end  of  the  big  coal 
company’s  interests.  The  latter  have 
so  far  been  more  active  than  the 
Hocking. 

Horace  L.  Chapman,  president  of 
the  Chapman  Coal  Company,  and  L. 
M.  Breeden,  president  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  left  for  Wells- 
ton,  Ohio,  on  Tuesday  to  attend  the 
joint  sub-district  conference  between 
the  operators  and  miners  of  the 
Wellston  field.  It  is  expected  that 
agreement  on  scale  and  conditions, 
which  always  differ  slightly  from 
those  of  the  Hocking  valley,  will  re¬ 
quire  the  greater  part  of  the  week. 

W.  K.  Field,  the  new  president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  took  for¬ 
mal  charge  of  his  duties  at  headquar¬ 
ters  here  on  Monday  last.  Horace  L. 
Chapman,  the  retiring  president,  will 
soon  leave  for  his  summer  home  at 
Port  Allegheny,  Pa.,  to  enjoy  a  well- 
earned  rest,  after  a  year  of  arduous 
work.  Included  in  his  duties  were 
those  incident  to  his  official  position, 
and  his  part  in  bringing  about  settle¬ 
ments  with  miners,  both  national  and 
district,  and  in  restoring  the  joint 
agreement  in  the  competitive  field,  in 
all  of  which  he  has  been  one  of  the 
leaders,  giving  invaluable  service. 

The  attack  of  the  railroads  upon  the 
car  service  rules,  in  their  attempt  to 
cut  down  the  time  of  free  unloading 
and  otherwise  deprive  freight  receiv- 
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ers  of  advantage  gained  in  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  new  rules  by  order  of  the 
Railroad  Commission  a  little  more 
than  a  year  ago,  has  received  some¬ 
thing  of  a  set-back  by  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Pennsylvania  lines  from  the 
controversy.  This  is  taken  by  some 
to  mean  that  an  understanding  has 
been  reached  by  officials  of  this  com¬ 
pany  with  the  commission,  and  that 
in  view  of  an  assurance  of  certain 
minor  modifications  the  company  will 
hereafter  observe  the  rules  in  good 
faith. 


Western  Notes. 

The  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  & 
Iron  Company  has  declared  the  regu 
lar  quarterly  dividend  of  1J4  per  cent 
on  its  preferred  stock,  payable  July  1, 
Books  close  June  20th  and  reopen 
July  2. 

It  has  been  learned  that  the  C. 
Reiss  Coal  Company  of  Sheboygan, 
Wis.,  will  operate  the  new  mammoth 
plant  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Dock 
Company  located  at  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
This  company  has  facilities  for  the 
storage  of  thousands  of  tons  of  coal 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
has  purchased  the  coal  underlying 
thirty-five  acres  of  land  six  miles 
north  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.  The  prop¬ 
erty  was  owned  by  William  Richard¬ 
son,  and  the  price  .paid  for  the  coal 
rights  was  $2,625. 

The  Iowa  Coal  Company  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  won  a  suit  for  damages 
against  it  a  few  days  ago  brought  by 
James  Green,  who  had  his  foot 
crushed  in  a  fall  of  slate.  The  ver¬ 
dict  was  rendered  by  Judge  Howe  of 
Des  Moines. 

The  mines  of  the  Western  Coal  & 
Mining  Company,  about  fifteen  in 
number,  all  located  near  Little  Rock 
Ark.,  have  been  reopened  after  being 
closed  on  account  of  a  strike  of  the 
miners  for  two  months.  An  effort 
was  made  to  open  the  mines  a  few 
weeks  ago,  but  this  attempt  failed. 
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Crescent  Coal  &  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bidg..  4 

Diamond  C.  &  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  4 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St .  4 

Eureka  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  6 

C.  &  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  5 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  a 
Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  356  Dearborn 

St . 44 

Hedstrom,  E.  L.,  &  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  8 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  9 
Hesser,  J.  T.,  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg. .....  4 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  C5>al  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Cq.,  Bedford  Bldg.  4 
New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . 39 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  41 

O'Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  5 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St .  2 

Phila.  &  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  9 
Pittsburgh  &  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  4 
Richardson,  O.  S.,  Coal  Co.,  216  Dear¬ 
born  St .  5 


Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg..  29 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  9 

Spting  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  5 

Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. ...  3 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  .  45 

Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  2 

Peoria — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  8 


Davenport —  IOWA. 


Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  8 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  8 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  9 


KENTUCKY. 


Louisville — 

Monoghahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke....  41 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 


Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  k  Coke 

Co .  41 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg . 7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg . 39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  37 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St.  7 
Castner,  Curran  k  Bullitt,  60  Congress 


. . .  •  ’ 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

161  Devonshire  St .  36 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  46  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St . .  •  •  •  * 

New  River  Con.  C.  k  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St .  38 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St.. . * 

Philadelphia  St  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 

141  Milk  St .  37 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  6 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  141  Milk  St .  10 

Williams  k  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  * 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co.......  35 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  36 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg . 37 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sundav  Creek  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Escanaba — 

C.  Reiss  St  Co .  9 

MINNESOTA. 

Duluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  St  Coke  Co .  8 

D. .  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  k  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  5 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  41 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. .  37 


O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg . 41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis — 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg....  9 

NEW  YORK. 

Buffalo — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St....  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

P.  St  R.  C.  St  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg . 

Battery  Place,  N.  V .  37 

Williams  St  Peters.  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 39 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Black,  Field  St  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  39 
Castner,  Curran  St  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  37 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  St  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  St  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  39 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St .  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  33 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  &  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  St  Co.,  1  Broadway....  32 

Peale,  Peacock  St  Kerr,  1  Broadway .  39 

Penn.  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co .  10 

Philadelphia  St  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H..  St  Co.,  17  Battery  Place. .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  9 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  -17  Battery  Place .  6 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  6 

Williams  St  Peters.  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York . 10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  Sc  Eddy .  8 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 
Utica — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  St  Co .  35 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg. . .  37 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg . 39 

Howard  Colliery  Co . . _. .  9 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  36 

Monongahela  River  Cons.  C.  St  C.  Co...  41 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  37 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

New  River  Cons.  C.  St  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg . 38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  9 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  45 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  45 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg. .  6 

Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  7 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg . 39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  41 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg. .  37 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  30 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  2 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  30 

Sunday  Creek  Co .  8 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  39 

Toledo — 

D  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg...  5 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  29 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

F'-v'ladelphia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  39 
Castner,  Curran  St  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg. .  37 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  39 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg . 39 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg  .  86 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 


TAQE 


Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Penn.  Coal  St  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  St  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  37 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg .  39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  Si  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

E  ri© — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  g 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co...:. .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  St  C.  Co....  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  6 

Flttston — 

Bowman,  C.  C . 29 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mauch  Chuuk — 

Whitney  St  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  St  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  2 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Frovidence — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  St  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg  .  38 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  C.  &  Co  Co . 37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co....  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg .  37 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  St  Ohio  C.  &  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co..  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  9 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  St  Bullitt . 37 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Charleston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

B  ngheston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co .  39 

mmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  St  C.  Co .  38 

Ward — 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Co .  40 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland— 

C.  Reiss  St  Co .  9 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co . .  9 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  41 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg . 10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  9 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  41 
I’enna  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave.  41 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co . 9 

Superior — 

D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

W”  shburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  foot  Thirteenth 

St .  7 

Philadelphia  St  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg .  37 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  'k  W.  R.  R.  Co .  1 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  st.,  E .  38 

London —  ENGLAND. 

Chesa.  St  Ohio  C.  k  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane  .  37 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 

23  Lime  St .  36 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  49 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mention 
The  Black  Diamond. 

rsoi 

Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  St  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  45 
Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  44 

Boilers— 

Kewanee  Boiler  Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill .  45 


Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines, 

Iowa  . . 43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  . 33 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago . 35 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  34 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co,,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass . . .  ............ . . . . .  40 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa ... .  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  36 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago.... 
Coat  Handling  Machinery. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Co.,  St.  Louis . 47 

Dodge  Coal  Storage  Co.,  Philadelphia. ...  33 

Hayward  Company,  New  York .  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia.... .  35 

c<>  i  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg,.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York .  44 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  4" 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge 

Mass . 40 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago.... 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  36 

Coal  Bockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  47 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago . 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt,  Chicago . . .  35 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago .  43 

Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Crossings  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  &  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  44 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  46 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  46 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago . 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mcliy.  Co.,  Cleveland....  46 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  32 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 46 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago . .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 
Mass . 40 


Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York . 

Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  &  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  33 
Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  32 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa _ 38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  46 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Ottumwa, 

Iowa  .  33 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 
Frogs. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Hoisting  Towers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  43 

(Continued  on  page 
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Advertisements  under  this  head  cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order 
is  given  for  four  consecutive  insertions,  a  discount  of  20  per  cent  will  be 
allowed.  Cash  or  stamps  must  accompany  order, _ 


TWO  LARGE  COAL  COMPA- 

nies  wish  to  establish  joint  sales 
office  and  want  energetic  man  to  take 
charge;  one  familiar  with  southern 
markets  preferred.  Address  Box  64, 
Central  City,  Ky. 


SEALED  PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL. 
..WANTED — Sealed  bids  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  yearly  supply  of  coal 
for  the  City  of  Berwyn,  Ill.,  said  bids 
to  cover  Carterville  lump  coal,  6x3, 
or  coal  equally  good  in  quality,  to  the 
amount  approximately  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  (800)  tons;  to  be  delivered  on 
board  cars  on  Illinois  Central  tracks 
at  the  pumping  station  in  Berwyn  at 
such  times  and  in  such  quantities  as 
may  be  ordered  by  the  properly  con¬ 
stituted  authorities  of  the  City  of 
Berwyn.  Contract  for  same  to  ex¬ 
pire  July  1,  1909.  Bids  to  be  opened 
June  16th,  1908.  William  S.  Dolbey, 
city  clerk. 


WANTED — Position,  by  competent 

mine  manager,  Illinois  certificate.  Can 
give  best  of  references;  desire  posi¬ 
tion  where  economical  operation  is 
appreciated.  Address  Box  99,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  man¬ 
ager;  successful  record  shows  ability, 
integrity  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
coal  business.  Large  and  favorable  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Box  70,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


POSITION  WANTED  —  Capable, 
reliable,  energetic  coal  man,  executive 
ability  through  10  years’  experience; 
familiar  with  and  favorably  known  to 
Chicago  and  western  trade;  references 
the  best  Box  69,  care  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  prop¬ 
erty  located  in  eastern  Ohio,  about  2,000 
acres  best  Pittsburgh  No.  8  vein,  conven¬ 
iently  located  so  it  can  be  worked 
from  three  different  openings  on  three 
different  railroads,  two  openings  hav¬ 
ing  already  been  made  and  the  prop¬ 
erty  could  be  producing  from  2,000  to 
3,000  tons  in  a  very  short  time.  Price 
and  terms  right.  If  interested,  ad¬ 
dress  Box  98,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


EXPERT  SECRET  SERVICE 

operative,  speaking  all  continental 
languages,  especially  skilled  in  min¬ 
ing,  is  open  for  engagements.  Ad¬ 
dress  box  90,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

SITUATION  WANTED  as  mine 

manager,  or  foreman,  by  capable  and 
experienced  man.  Thoroughly  up-to- 
date  in  the  economical  handling  of  a 
mine.  Understand  both  long  wall  or 
room  and  pillar  systems.  Diplomatic 
in  handling  men.  Sober  and  ener¬ 
getic.  Address  Box  96,  care  of  Black 
Diamond 


WANTED — Competent  mine  super¬ 
intendent  for  Illinois  mine.  Give  rec¬ 
ord  and  references.  Address  Box  4, 
care  Black  Diamond. 


A  PROMINENT  MINING  COM- 

pany  wishes  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  had  a  technical 
education  and  at  least  several  years 
of  experience  as  superintendent  of 
coal  mines.  He  should  be  under 
middle  age  and  have  a  successful 
record  in  handling  men.  Address 
Box  74,  care  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE — Coal  lands  in  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  Illinois,  2,000  acres,  10-foot 
vein,  on  railroad;  will  sell  portion  or 
all  on  terms,  or  will  lease  on  royalty. 
Address  Box  93,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  services 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


POSITION  WANTED— As  super¬ 
intendent  of  coal  mines.  Twelve  years’ 
experience  as  such.  Technical  educa¬ 
tion.  Successful  record.  Best  refer¬ 
ences.  Address  Box  82,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Connection  by  Chica¬ 
go  jobber  (Bradstreet  rating  $50,000 
to  $75,000)  with  operating  company 
in  Williamson  or  Franklin  counties; 
also  in  central  Illinois  on  I.  C.,  Wa¬ 
bash  or  C.  &  E.  I.  Rys.  Address  Box 
3,  care  The  Black  Diamond. 

WANTED — Position  as  chief  clerk 

or  assistant  to  manager,  by  a  young 
man,  experienced  in  office  details, 
bookkeeping,  credit  man,  correspond¬ 
ent,  reconsigning  as  to  points  in  Chi¬ 
cago  switching  district,  and  handling 
of  railroad  claims.  Address  Box  2, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


A.  J.  LEINEJST 

COAL  AND  FREIGHT  CLAIM 
ADJUSTMENTS 

919  Fisher  Bldg. 

CHICAGO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


ESTABLISHED 
39  YEARS 


HOISTING  and  HAULING  ENGINES 
VENTILATING  FANS 

Mine  owners  ap¬ 
preciate  equip- 
ment  that  costs 
nothing  for  re¬ 
pairs,  long  after 
it  has  paid  for  it¬ 
self  and  made 
chunks  of  money 
for  the  owner  too. 

We  build  work 
that  stands  up  un¬ 
der  severe  service 
for  a  business  life¬ 
time  and  then 
some.  SPEAK- 
INC  OF  REC- 

OFTS:  Our  double  £0x36  Direct  Motion,  6-ft.  drum 
hoisted  2,514  tons  in  eight  hours  ,at  Southern  Indiana 
Coal  Company's  Lattas  Creek  Mine,  Jasonville,  Ind 


CATALOG 


CRAWFORD  &  McCRIMMON  CO. 


BRAZIL,  INDIANA,  U.  S.  A. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N .  Y ,,  or  at  Dayton,  O. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhom  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

I'or  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  'I 


CHARLES  8.  PHILLIPS 
HENRY  H.  ASHLEY 


CHARLES  P.  HUNT 
GEO.  A.  McILROT 


PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 


Sale  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  GO.,  WEST  END  COAL  GO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co/s 


Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creek 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway,  NT5VV  YORK 
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3— TRAVELING  BRIDGE-TRAM WAYS-EACH  506  FT.  LONG 
2 — DODGE  REVOLVING  LOCOMOTIVE-CRANES 

2-MOVABLE  SCREENING  TOWERS  WITH  ELEVATORS  AND  CONVEYORS 

in  200,000-ton  bituminous  storage  plant  designed  and  installed  by  us  for  the  BERWIND-WHITE  COAL  MINING  CO  . 

SUPERIOR.  WIS.  Electrical  equipment  throughout  (alternating  current  control)  also  designed  and  installed  by  us. 

FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS  WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 


NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave. 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr..  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gcn’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

O*  MARYLAND 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OB' 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <S.  420,  17  Battery  Plaoo,  .  -  .  KffBJ'W’  YORK 

Shipments  Irom  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Have  been  on  the  market  for  years. 

Have  been  proven  thoroughly  practical. 

Are  used  in  all  leading  coal  districts  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Semi-Portable  Ottumwa  used  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Wyoming,  N.  Y.  ^  onJy  l0aCJerS  maCJe  which  Will  nOt 

break  coal  as  much  as  by  hand  loading. 

We  can  prove  that  the  money  saved  with  an  Ottumwa  will  in  a  very  short  time  pay 
for  the  machine. 

Let  us  have  your  inquiries] for  all  mine  equipment. 


Ottumwa 

Loaders 


WE  MANUFACTURE  STEVENS  CENTRIFUGAL  MINE  FAN 


OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 

Main  Office  and  Factory  R i'ANCHF*;  ^  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent. 

OTTUMWA.  IOWA  ( HOUSTON,  TEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 
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[June  20 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


MINE  RAILS 

RAILS 

1 2  -  16-20  LB. 

NEW  RELAYING 

IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  RAIL  &  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

M.  K.  FRANK 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

PITTSBURGH 

M  yg  ■  for  sale,  choice 

D  All  82  RE-LAYING 

B  B  30  ’  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

*  ™  (and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb., 

16  lb.,  20  lb.,  25  lb.,  30  lb.,  35  lb.,  40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  for  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  you 
want  them  deliveied.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

ty  We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  ind  FROGS. 

FOR  SALE 

ioo  second  hand  mine  cars,  in  good  te- 
pair,  45  inches  wide,  66  inches  long,  42 
inches  high,  lor  a  26  inch  track  gauge. 

CLOVER  LEAF  fllNINQ  CO. 
Coffeen,  III. 

FOR  SAFE 

3  boilers — 60x20  and  fittings. 

No.  1  condition. 

Good  for  100  pounds  steam. 

J.  P.  HELY 

Victoria  Bldg.  ST.  LOUIS 

READ  OUR 

WANT  COLUMN 
|  ON  PAGE  30 

FOR  SALE 

Boilers  and  Pumps,  taken 
from  wrecked  steamboat* 

H.  S.  BROWN.  Quincy.  Ill. 

P.  O.  Box  24 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co., Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEP  . 

PLEASE  MENTION 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

WHEN  WRITING 

TO  ADVERTISERS 

FOR  SALE 

Two  Westinghouse  mine  locomotives,  one 

8  ton  and  one  13  ton,  40  in.  gauge  500 
volts  with  extra  armature  and  reserve  set 
wheels  and  axles.  One  Jeffrey  electric 
low  vein  coal  cutting  machine  500  volt. 

All  the  above  in  good  working  order  and 
bargain  prices  will  be  made. 

I.  T.  HUFF,  Humbert.  Somerset  Co.,  Pa 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 

KARE  BAUGAI1VS 
in 

KAILS 

and 

EQUIPMENT 

»r'2£LNICKER"s7,* 

in  SI.  Louis 

Do  You  receive  our  Stock  Lists? 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

▼  STEEL 

1  RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENE  LOADING  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT.  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BlDG. ,  Cleveland,  O. 


SAVE  MONEY 


- BY  USING - 

BUDA 


STANDARD 

SCALES 


The  levers  of  our  scales  are  more  heavily  constructed  than  those  in  other  makes  and  are 
particularly  reinforced  at  points  where  breakages  usually  occur.  There  is  no  reason  in  econ¬ 
omy  for  not  buying  Buda  Scales.  They  cost  no  more  to  purchase  and  you  can  save  fully  50  per 
cent  in  cost  of  maintenance  and  secure  50  per  cent  longer  life.  Do  not  buy  scales  without  first 
investigating  ours.  Wemake  an  extensive  line  which  includes  coal  hopper,  tipple,  track  and 
many  other  styles.  Write  for  special  catalogue  on  scales. 

The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  &,  MFC.  CO. 

CHICACO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(NASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway,  New  York 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  s.11  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Write  to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


STEEL  TIPPLES 

-  AND . . 

Mining  Buildings 

Wisconsin  Bridge  4  Iron  Co. 

MILWAUKEE.  WIS. 


CHICAGO  Office: 

1127  Monadnock  Bldg. 

HOUGHTON;  MICH.,  Office: 
Sheldon  Bldg. 


PAG 

Jacks. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Locomotives. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  0 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co .  34 

Larries  (Coke). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Lubrioators. 

Detroit  Lubricator  Co.,  Detroit . 

Mining  Machines  (Electric). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mine  car  Hitching*. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis 

Mo.  . .  47 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Mine  Wheels. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Ilarvey,  Ill . 

Motors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  48 

Morgan-Gardner  Co.,  Chicago . 

Prospecting  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 


Index  to  Advertisers. 
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page 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa .  47 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis. .  34 
Roofing — 

Barrett  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York . 

Scales. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa . ■ 

Screens  t Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa _ 38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  35 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa..  30 

Soreens  (Yard). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  35 

Shafting. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill . • 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 42 

Trucks. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill .  , 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Weigh  Baskets. 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 


Pulverizers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Pump  a. 

Boyts,  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa....  38 

Cook,  A.  D.,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind .  40 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Pumps  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Rail*. 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  32 
Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  34 


Wheel*. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 


Wire  Bope. 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis. .  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.....  46 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre.  Pa . 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co .  34 
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Retail  Coal  Pockets 

Prevent  Demurrage,  Occupy  Minimum 
Space,  Provide  Maximum  Storage  Capacity 

These  facilities,  combined  with  simple 
machinery  which  handles  the  coal  with¬ 
out  breakage,  saves  to  the  dealer 
nearly  2!c  a  ton — or  three-fourths  of 
the  expense  of  hand-shoveling. 

Write  for  Booklet  No.  47 

LINK-BELT 

COMPANY 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  INDIANAPOLIS 


Retail  Coal  Pocket  erected  for  Conklin  &  Sons,  Madison,  Wis. 
Capacity:  overhead  storage,  400  tons, 
ground  storage  4,100  tons. 


NEW  YORK 
2  99  Broadway 

SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 

DENVER 

Llndrooth,  Shubart  <£.  Co. 


ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 

NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


The  Coal  Dealers’  Blue  Book 

Contains  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 
Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 
Coal  ana  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

For  Detail*  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN  COMPANY 


Pennsylvania  Building 
PHILADELPHIA 


324  Dearborn  Street 
CHICAGO 


For  The  Ambitious  Clerk 


Bookkeeper,  or  other  employe  who  wants  to  get  on  and  can  see  that  to  do  it  now  he 
must  study  business  as  was  never  required  before,  the  magazine  “BUSINESS  AID,”  112 
Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  is  almost  indispensable.  It  gives  in  a  nutshell  important  busi¬ 
ness-world  news,  principles,  points  on  methods,  experiences  of  leaders,  the  fundamentals 
of  advertising,  and,  above  all,  the  cream  of  what  the  courts  are  deciding  that  must 
control  future  transactions,  etc.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  If  you  are  in  earnest 
— mean  business — send  for  it  today;  stamps  or  silver.  Every  business  man  should  read 
“BUSINESS  AID.”  No  young  man  can  afford  to  be  without  it. 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  C.  BLAKE  COAL  *  COKE  CO. 


CHICAGO  w 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  ECC,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  GAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  &  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 

1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 
1228  M  jestic  Bld’g. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  General  Salee  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat'l  Bank  Bld’g. 
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Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co.. 

PITTSBURG  PA.  11  ' 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment. 


Phillips 
Patent 
Automatic 
Cross-Over 
Car  Tip. 


The  Simplest  and 
strongest  Tip 
made.  Guaran- 
teed  not  to  get  out 
of  order.  Capacity 
unlimited. 


2  Springs  on  Horns  Protect  Cars. 

SCREENIKCi  PLANTS  COMPLETE— Screens,  Screen  Sirs,  Chain,  Mine  Ctrl,  ill  plybo.  We  make  Ihe  enly  simple  end  auceneslal  patent  will*  packed  Car  Wheel  an  the  Market,  Let  us  submit  plans  and  sstlmales. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  1  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 


EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 


R.  S,  McVEIGH,  Western  Manager 
Mercantile  Library  Building 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


COAL 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  PrepaLra.tiorv 


From  Ihe  model  mines  o!  Ihe  United  Stales  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Helden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 


Shipments 

All  rail  aast  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES: 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 


FOR  THE  SALE  OF 


ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  GOAL 


ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office.  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  Preaident 
W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer 


Branch  Offices: 

181  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 


European  Agents: 

MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 
23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


MR.  WHOLESALE  COAL  DEALER 


Branch  Offlces-NEW  YORK,  PITTSBURG.  CINCINNATI,  COLUMBUS. 


Have  you  a  friend  in  the  retail  coal  business?  Ask  him  the  name  of  the 
coal  paper  he  reads.  Ask  the  purchasing  agent  of  any  large  manufac¬ 
turing  concern  the  same  question.  The  answers  you  will  receive  should 
result  in  our  getting  an  inquiry  for  advertising  rates. 

Address,  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

Old  Colony  Building,  CHICAGO 
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POCAHONTAS 

Trade  Mark  Registered 


THE  STANDARD 
OF  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  THE  STANDARD 
FOR  GRADING  ALL  STEAM  FUEL 


c. 


B.  POCAHONTAS  S  M  OKELESS 


Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 

the  JJnited  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER, 

Branch  Offices 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  Ill. 

50  Congress  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal  Branch  Offices 

MAIN  OFFICE  :  ARCADE  BLDG.  Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

1  SOUTH  15TH  STREET,  Terry  Building,  Roanoke  Va. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA  London, &EC°c“PEngy 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


WM.  BURLINQHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


TRADE  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 

Tide=Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


The  PHILADELPHIA  &  READING  COAL  AND  IRON  CO. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 


SCHUYLKILL  COAL 


HARD  AND  FREE  BURNING  WHITE  ASH,  LORBERRY,  NORTH  FRANKLIN  WHITE  ASH,  SCHUYLKILL  RED  ASH, 

SHAMOKIN,  LYKENS  VALLEY. 

CHICAGO— J.  H.  M.  Clagg.ttt,  Resident  Manager,  Old  Colony  Building. 

MINNEAPOLIS  }  J*  ^®3B'on3*  W.  Sales  Agent,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
ROCHESTER— Geo.  C.  Potts,  General  Northern  Sales  Agent  (Westers 
New  York  and  Canada.) 

WASHINGTON— J.  A-  Lonnabury,  Agent.  LeDroit  Building, 


NEW  YORK— Frank  Oberrender.  Sale*  Agent,  14S  Liberty  St 
BOSTON — T.  Myers  Richards,  Jr.,  General  Eastern  Agent  141  Milk  St 
BUFFALO— D.  L.  Tuttle.  Sales  Agent,  Prudential  Building. 

.  i  Warren  B.  Smith,  Line  Sales  Agent,  Reading  Terminal. 
PHILADELPHIA -j  q  Coughlin,  City  and  Southern  Sales  Agent. 
BALTIMORE— T.  W.  Claggett,  Agent,  Calvert  Building. 


General  Office,  Reading  Terminal,  Philadelphia. 


THOS.  M.  RICHARDS,  First  Vice-President. 

ROBERT  J.  MONTGOMERY.  General  Coal  Agent. 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUGHIOGHENY  AAAI 
CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  vVML 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaoe  and  Foundry  Use. 


Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA 

A^TMTC  AT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL 

AVJC.IM  I  O  A  I  TOLEDO  DETROIT  ERIE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

BUFFALO 


DULUTH  SUPERIOR 
YOUNGSTOWN 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


y  p  A  D  A  D  I  C  6  A  I  ITC  n  a  M  at  $200  per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  Indifferent  salesmen  at 
V  I*  C  V  M  T  A  DLC  O  A  LCO  Iwl  A  IH  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  space  in  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  It’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 
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William  Marmet,  Prest. 


Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 


Edwin  Marmet,  Vlce-Pre»L  and  Gsn’l  Mgr. 


THE  MARMET  COAL  CO. 


(Established  1800) 


MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gsauins  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Olxio 
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Hayward  Clam  Shell  Buckets 


Sure  as  the  lever  and  just  as  simple,  and  in  every  way  the  best 
bucket  in  the  world  for  handling  coal  or  any  loose  material.  The 
most  powerful  buckets  built. 

THEY  DO  THE  WORK. 

We  also  make  orange  peel  buckets,  dredges,  excavators  and  every 
kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 


The  Hayward  Company,  50  Church  st.,  New  York 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 


New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF  COKE 

COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


"New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe." 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,811  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - - Branch  Offices  : - 

CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  618  Marquette  Bldg. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


Eagle 

Iron 

Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDERS  OF  LATE8T  IMPROVED 


Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


YOUCH  STEAM  PUMPS 


MANUFACTURED  BY  = 

BOYTS,  PORTER  &,  COMPANY 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 

MINE 
PUMM 

TANK 
PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 
PUMPS 

COMPOUND 
PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 

Size:  10x5xl6-inch  Special  Double  Plunger  Boiler  Feed  Pump. 

8-inch  Suction,  2  54-inch  Discharge.  ' 


Electrical 
Power  Pomps 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pomps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Preaaore  Pomps 

Wood  lined 
Mine  Pnmpi 


with 


Pot  Valve 


Water  Chamber 


Size:  4-inch  Pistons,  8-inch  Stroke.  4-inch  Suction,  S-inch  Discharge, 
80  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 


Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self-Grinding  Bronze  Valve*.  Pump* 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
2  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 
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Summer  Meeting  of  the  Coal  Mining  Institute. 

President  Jones  Declares  Explosions  Are  Not  So  Disastrous  as  Automobiles,'  Railroad  Trains  or  Theatre  Fires— 
Greater  Care  Suggested  in  ’Selecting  Men — Teach  Miners  Their  Responsibilities  Rather  Than 

Their  Right  and  Privileges. 


The  regular  summer  meeting  of  the  Coal 
Mining  Institute  of  America  was  held  last 
Thursday  and  Friday  in  the  High  School 
Auditorium  at  Greensburg,  P'i.  Not  only  was 
the  attendance  larger  this  year,  but  the  value 
of  the  papers  was  greater.  Dealing,  as  most 
of  them  did,  with  mine  explosions,  coal  dust 
in  its  different  phases,  and  the  use  of  both 
safe  and  dangerous  explosives,  the  various 
papers  were  of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Almost  the  entire  Thursday  morning  ses¬ 
sion,  which  was  called  to  order  by  President 
B.  F.  Jones,  was  devoted  to  the  semi-annual 
business  meeting.  The  entertainment  of  the 
visiting  members  was  taken  care  of  by  a  local 
committee  composed  of  Clay  F.  Lynch,  H.  F. 
Bovard,  Thomas  S.  Jamison  and  Chauncey  B. 
Ross,  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
these  gentlemen  for  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  they  handled  all  details. 

About  two  hundred  members  were  seated 
when  the  business  session  was  called  to  order, 
and  plans  for  the  remainder  of  the  convention 
were  discussed  and  all  final  details  arranged. 
Additional  committees  were  then  appointed  to 
take  care  of  various  details,  among  these  com¬ 
mittees  being  several  to  prepare  various  resolu¬ 
tions. 

The  members  were  a  little  slow  in  arriving 
at  the  hall  in  the  afternoon,  so  that  it  was  1:45 
o’clock  when  President  Jones  called  the  meet¬ 
ing  to  order  and  relinquished  the  chair  to  vice- 
President  H.  H.  Stoek,  to  take  the  floor  and 
deliver  his  address. 

President  Jones’  Address. 

His  message  in  part  follows: 

“Gentlemen  of  the  Institute — It  is  very  fit¬ 
ting  that  the  summer  meeting  of  the  Coal 
Mining  Institute  of  America  should  be  held 
at  Greensburg,  the  county  seat  of  Westmore¬ 


land  County,  which  is  the  largest  coal  produc¬ 
ing  county  in  this  country — a  county  produc¬ 
ing  nearly  as  much  coal  as  the  state. of  Ohio, 
and  more  coal  than  the  country  of  Belgium. 

“This  institute  had  its  beginning  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  on  December  20,  1890,  under  the 
name,  “Western  Pennsylvania  Central  Mining 
Institute,”  and  was  the  outgrowth  of  local  in¬ 
stitutes  at  Monongahela  and  Carnegie.  Its 
first  president  was  Hugh  Murray,  who  held 
the  office  for  two  years.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Thomas  K.  Adams,  who  served  for  four 
years.  Then  came  Frank  Z.  Schellenberg,  for 
three  years,  followed  by  Thomas  B.  DeArmit 
for  five  years.  Fred  C.  Keighley  came  next 
for  six  years,  succeeded  by  the  incumbent, 
elected  last  December. 

“The  name  of  the  institute  was  changed  at 
the  December,  1905  meeting  from  The  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  Central  Mining  Institute  to 
the  Coal  Mining  Institute  of  America.  Per¬ 
sonally,  I  have  never  taken  kindly  to  this  am¬ 
bitious  change  of  name.  America  is  so  large 
in  coal  area  that  we  can  scarcely  hope  to  cover 
it,  and  I  fear  that  the  change  weakens  our 
prestige  and  influence  as  a  Pennsylvania  insti¬ 
tute.  I  would  have  preferred  changing  the 
name  to  the  Bituminous  Coal  Mining  Institute 
of  Pennsylvania.  Such  a  title  would  not  debar 
mining  men  from  other  states  or  countries. 

“Pennsylvania,  with  its  236,000,000  tons  in 
1907  from  its  bituminous  and  anthracite  regions, 
produced  half  of  the  coal  mined  in  this  coun¬ 
try;  and  the  bituminous  region,  with  its  150,- 
000,000  tons,  furnishes  almost  as  much  coal  as 
the  next  five  leading  states — Illinois,  West 
Virginia,  Ohio,  Alabama  and  Indiana  put  to¬ 
gether. 

“Next  to  agriculture,  the  coal  industry  is 
easily  the  most  important  industry  in  America 
today.  Coal  is  king.  It  is  the  life  of  every 


industrial  community.  It  converts  inertia  into 
energy;  darkness  into  light;  cold  into  heat; 
idleness  into  industry,  and  poverty  into  pros¬ 
perity.  The  coal  industry  is  of  the  highest  im¬ 
portance,  not  only  because  of  the  collossal  ton¬ 
nage  produced,  the  magnitude  of  the  invest¬ 
ments  in  plants  and  property,  and  in  the  vast 
number  of  men  engaged  in  its  production,  but 
also  of  the  great  numbers  of  men  engaged  in 
its  consumption  and  in  handling  it. 

“In  this  great  railroad  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
62  per  cent  of  all  freight  carried  is  coal  freight. 

“The  output  of  coal  in  the  United  States 
has  been  doubling  itself  each  nine  years;  that 
is  to  say,  its  increase  has  been  in  a  mathemat¬ 
ical  progression,  and  there  is  nothing  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  this  bewildering  increase  may  not 
continue  for  an  indefinite  time.  To  meet  this 
growing  business,  it  will  be  necessary  for  our 
railroads  to  multiply  their  equipment,  and  we 
will  deplete  many  provinces  of  Austria,  Italy 
and  Russia  of  their  labor  supply. 

Exhaustion  of  Supply. 

“It  is  because  of  this  startling  increase  in  the 
output  of  coal  that  certain  of  our  publicists 
have  become  alarmed  lest  the  coal  supply  shall 
become  exhausted  ahead  of  time  and  posterity 
shall  suffer  in  consequence.  I  do  not  know 
how  this  may  all  work  out,  but  I  have  deep 
faith  in  posterity.  We  have  come  a  long  way 
from  the  stone  age  and  the  cliff  dwellers  to 
the  coal  age  and  the  present  comforts.  When 
God  created  man  in  his  own  image  and  com¬ 
manded  him  to  replenish  the  earth  and  sub¬ 
due  it,  and  gave  dominion  over  it,  I  believe  he 
planted  in  man  inconceivable  possibilities,  and 
it  would  be  utter  folly  to  undertake  to  imagine 
what  may  be  his  ascending  and  transcending 
achievments. 

“In  the  closing  days  of  1907,  there  were 
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several  very  disastrous  mine  explosions  in  the 
states  of  West  Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and  Ala¬ 
bama.  Terrible  as  the  explosions  were,  they 
were  made  much  of  in  a  sensational  way.  The 
fact  that  these  explosions  occur  under  ground 
enables  the  reporter  to  surround  these  catas- 
trophies  with  lurid  horror  and  diabolical  mys¬ 
tery.  It  is  made  to  appear  that  coal  mining 
is  such  a  hazardous  occupation  that  every  man 
that  pursues  it,  will,  sooner  or  later,  meet  his 
fate. 

“Notwithstanding  all  this,  there  is  no  more 
fearless  and  happy  class  of  people  on  earth 
than  the  miner  and  his  family.  No  one  knows 
better  than  he  that  a  seriously  disastrous  mine 
explosion  is  a  rare  and  an  unexpected  thing. 
Certain  editors,  and  perhaps  bishops,  have  pro¬ 
posed  that  they  will  stop  these  mine  disasters 
if  only  they  be  permitted  to  revise  our  mining 
laws.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  depreciate 
or  belittle  so  serious  a  matter,  but  the  fact  is 
that  the  miner’s  occupation  is  no  more  haz¬ 
ardous  than  that  of  the  mariner,  the  railroader, 
the  structural  steel  worker,  the  steel  mill  work¬ 
er  or  the  quarry  man.  Fewer  men  are  killed 
in  the  mines  than  are  killed  by  trespassing  on 
the  railroads;  fewer  men  are  killed  in  the  mines 
than  commit  suicide;  fewer  men  are  killed  in 
the  mines  than  are  deliberately  assassinated  in 
this  country;  fewer  are  killed  in  the  mines  per 
thousand  employed,  than  are  killed  by  auto¬ 
mobiles  per  thousand  drivers. 

The  Vital  Statistics. 

“It  would  be  well,  in  connection  with  mine 
accidents  to  consider  the  statistics  for  the 
bituminous  region  of  Pennsylvania  from  the 
year  1880  until  1906,  inclusive,  covering  a 
period  of  twenty-seven  years.  The  statistics 
for  the  year  1907  have  not  been  published, 
although  I  have  the  tonnage  for  that  year.  In 
the  year  1880,  there  were  employed  36,386  men, 
and  they  produced  17,169,448  tons  of  coal.  In 
1906,  172,000  men  produced  129,532,989  tons 
of  coal.  In  1907,  there  were  149,576,089  tons 
produced. 

“You  will  note  that  the  increase  of  tonnage 
of  1907  was  greater  than  the  entire  production 
of  1880,  and  that  the  production  of  1907  was 
8.71  times  the  production  of  1880.  You  will 
note  also  the  fact  that  in  1880,  each  workman 
averaged  472  tons  of  coal,  while  in  1906,  each 
workman  averaged  749  tons.  Taking  the  totals 
of  all  the  years  (1880-1906)  together,  we  find 
that  2,307,737  men  were  engaged  in  producing 
1,473,343,797  tons  of  coal,  and  that  of  the  total 
number  of  men  employed,  5,487  were  killed 
or  died  from  injuries  received  while  pursuing 
their  calling.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  2.36  men 
killed  per  thousand  men  employed,  or  at  the 
rate  of  3.63  men  killed  per  million  tons  mined. 
The  deaths  were  from  the  following  causes: 
60.07  per  cent  from  falls  of  roof  and  coal; 
14.05  per  cent  by  mine  cars;  13  per  cent  by 
gas  explosions  and  overcome  by  gas;  1.38  per 
cent  by  falling  down  shafts;  1.27  per  cent  by 
explosions  of  powder  and  dynamite;  1.12  per 
cent  by  blasts;  5.83  per  cent  by  miscellaneous 
causes  inside  the  mine  and  3.28  per  cent  by 
miscellaneous  causes  outside.  We  will  have  to 
acknowledge  that  our  mine  deaths  are  greater 
per  thousand  men  employed  than  in  Great 
Britian  and  Germany.  On  the  other  hand,  our 
mine  deaths  are  not  so  great  per  million  tons 
of  coal  mined. 

“Our  greater  death  rate  than  Great  Britain 
and  Germany,  per  thousand  men  employed,  is 
due  first,  to  the  fact  that  our  workmen,  owing 
to  our  methods,  accomplish  more,  and  second, 
to  the  fact  that  our  workmen  are  75  per  cent 
foreigners,  speaking  in  different  tongues,  and 
are  not  homogenious  in  character.  Great 
Britain’s  and  Germany’s  workmen  are  to-the- 
manor-born,  and  the  traditions  of  the  calling 
are  handed  down  to  them  from  father  to  son. 
It  is  true  that  our  workmen  come  to  us  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  in  the  full  vigor  of  physical 
manhood,  but  it  is  also  true  that  they  have 
behind  them  many  of  their  cares  and  responsi¬ 
bilities.  How  much  of  this  should  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  beer  wagon,  I  will  not  discuss 
now.  Often  accidents  are  due  to  lack  of  dis¬ 
cipline.  Sometimes  the  workmen  are  impatient 
of  restraints  and  resent  discipline.  How  much 
of  this  is  due  to  their  being  preached  to  so 
much  about  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  not 


about  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  I  will 
not  conjecture. 

“It  is  a  well-known  fact,  however,  that  fully 
50  per  cent  of  the  mine  accidents  are  due  to 
the  carelessness  of  the  victims. 

“Nevertheless  and  notwithstanding  all  I  have 
said  about  mine  accidents,  I  believe  they  can 
be  reduced  in  number  by  a  stricter  discipline, 
by  a  better  observance  of  the  intent  and  spirit 
of  the  mining  laws,  and  a  fuller  application  of 
the  rules  of  common  sense. 

"There  are  many  mines  needing  better  vent¬ 
ilation,  and  there  are  some  mines  that  are  so 
dry  and  dusty  that  they  should  be  watered  and 
the  dust  removed.  There  are  also  mines  using 
black  powder  in  which  a  powder  of  a  safer 
grade  should  be  used  to  a  large  extent.” 

Other  Addresses. 

Thomas  K.  Adams,  .State  Mine  Inspector  at 
Mercer,  Pa.,  read  the  next  paper,  which  was 
entitled,  “Recent  Mine  Explosions  and  Their 
Lessons.”  This  paper  covered  in  detail  the 
explosions  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  several 
hundred  lives  in  western  Pennsylvania,  West 
Virginia  and  Alabama.  The  paper  was  of 
particular  interest.  Mr.  Adams  has  had  wide 
experience  with  mine  explosions,  and  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  highest  authorities  in  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  on  this  subject. 

The  closing  paper  of  the  afternoon  session 
on  Thursday  was  that  read  by  Dr.  Henry  Mace 
Payne,  head  of  the  Department  of  Alining 
Engineering  at  the  University  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Alorgantown,  W.  Va.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  important  papers  of  the  institute, 
and  was  entitled,  “Coal  Dust  as  a  Factor  in 
Mine  Explosions,”  the  first  installment  of 
which  was  published  in  The  Black  Diamond 
last  week,  and  the  concluding  installment  in 
this  issue. 

Secretary  Charles  L.  Fay  made  a  number  of 
announcements,  including  an  invitation  from 
the  County  Commissioners  to  the  members  in 
attendance  at  the  convention,  requesting  them 
to  form  a  party  to  inspect  the  magnificent  new 
Westmoreland  County  courthouse  at  8  o’clock 
on  the  following  morning.  New  members  were 
then  proposed,  and  thirty-four  admitted. 

The  Evening  Session. 

Two  papers  were  scheduled  for  the  evening 
session,  both  of  which  were  illustrated  by 
stereoptican  views. 

Baird  Halberstadt,  F.  G.  S.,  a  prominent 
mining  engineer  and  geologist  of  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  read  the  first  of  these,  “Something  About 
Coal,”  a  paper  that  was  made  all  the  more 
interesting  by  the  excellent  exhibit  of  speci¬ 
mens  of  coal  and  coke  from  all  over  the  world 
that  had  been  placed  on  the  second  floor  of 
the  high  school. 

The  last  paper  of  the  evening  session,  and 
also  of  the  institute,  was  that  read  by  Dr.  A. 
M.  Comey,  of  Wilmington,  Del,  director  of  the 
eastern  laboratory  of  the  E.  I.  Du  Pont  de 
Nemours  Powder  Company.  The  title  of  this 
paper  was  “Blasting  Explosives  for  Coal 
Alines,”  and  took  up  in  detail  a  number  of 
different  forms  of  explosives  that  are  today 
in  common  use  throughout  the  bituminous  and 
anthracite  coal  regions.  Carbonite,  the  so- 
called  “flameless”  and  dangerous  minimizing 
explosive  was  described  at  considerable  length, 
and  many  new  points  brough  out.  This  form 
of  explosive  has  been  adopted  by  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  coal  operators  throughout  Westmore¬ 
land  and  Fayette  counties. 

The  Friday  Meeting. 

The  session  was  called  to  order  on  Friday 
morning  by  vice-President  H.  H.  Stoek.  At 
this  session,  the  greater  portion  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  was  spent  in  the  general  discussion  of  the 
papers  that  had  been  read  the  day  before.  Dr. 
E.  E.  Sparks,  president  of  State  College,  was 
called  upon  for  a  short  address.  He  responded 
with  a  few  appropriate  remarks. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  then  made  its 
report.  A  resolution  was  passed  directing 
Secretary  Fay  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
school  board  for  their  courtesy  in  offering  the 
High  School  Auditorium;  to  thank  the  local 
and  trade  press  for  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  the  institute  had  been  handled,  and  to 


thank  the  quartet  for  the  selections  that  had 
been  rendered  on  Thursday  evening. 

A  resolution  was  passed  thanking  the  local 
entertainment  committee  which  was  composed 
of  Clay  F.  Lynch,  H.  F.  Bovard,  Thomas  S. 
Jamison  and  Chauncey  B.  Ross,  for  the  ad¬ 
mirable  manner  in  which  the  members  had 
been  entertained. 

A  resolution  on  the  death  of  L.  L.  Logan, 
one  of  the  valued  members  of  the  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Institute  of  America  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  last  resolution  was  that  thanking  Con¬ 
gressman  George  F.  Huff,  of  Greensburg,  Pa., 
for  his  untiring  efforts  in  the  cause  of  mines 
and  mining,  and  for  the  immense  amount  of 
good  that  he  has  been  able  to  accomplish  with¬ 
in  the  last  few  years.  This  resolution  also 
.  advocated  the  establishment  of  stations  and 
laboratories  for  experimental  work  through¬ 
out  all  mining  districts.  These  stations,  it 
was  recommended,  shall  be  supoorted  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

A  letter  was  read  stating  that  it  had  been 
finally  decided  that  the  laboratory  for  mining 
tests  was  a  certainty,  and  that  it  would  be  es¬ 
tablished  at  Pittsburgh.  The  institute  then  ad¬ 
journed  to  meet  in  Pittsburgh  next  December. 

The  Automobile  Trip. 

The  automobile  owners  of  Greensburg  had 
graciously  provided  the  local  committee  with 
sufficient  automobiles  to  convey  the  entire 
party  on  a  sight-seeing  tour.  Fifteen  machines 
were  used,  and  the  party,  headed  by  Richard 
H.  Jamison,  started  on  the  visit  to  the  several 
plants  of  the  Jamison  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 
The  first  stop  was  made  at  the  Jamison  No. 
3  plant  of  the  Jamison  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 
This  plant  is  located  about  five  miles  from 
Greensburg  at  Logan  Station,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  modern  coal  mines  in  the  county. 
An  inspection  was  made  of  the  power  plant, 
tipple  and  the  mining  town  of  about  100  mod¬ 
ern  miners’  houses  that  have  been  built  there. 
Then  they  went  to  the  No.  2  plant  located  at 
Hannastown.  The  latter  plant  contains,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  mines  of  the  company,  several 
batteries  of  coke  ovens,  comprising  about  550 
individual  ovens.  At  this  plant,  the  company 
has  installed  a  complete  coal  crusher  and 
washer,  which  was  in  full  operation.  At  .  this 
plant  the  company  has  also  installed  a  modern 
water  supply  system,  including  the  reservoir, 
pumping  station  and  piping  system. 

The  next  visit  was  under  the  direction  of 
George  Hutchinson,  chief  engineer,  to  the 
mines  of  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
which  is  about  eight  miles  from  Greensburg. 
The  party  entered  the  mine  cages,  and  were 
lowered  300  feet  to  the  mine  workings.  The 
trip  through  the  mine  was  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  features  of  the  entire  trip.  The 
entire  main  entry  is  lined  with  stone  and  brick 
masonry,  as  are  several  of  the  side  entries 
leading  to  the  rooms,  A  modern  mule  stable 
has  also  been  installed  in  the  mine. 

The  compressed  air  haulage  system  and  lo¬ 
comotives  were  inspected,  as  were  the  com¬ 
pressor  plant  and  the  charging  stations.  At 
the  surface  the  power  plant  was  visited. 


The  statement  issued  this  week  by  the 
smokeless  coal  producers  in  West  Virginia 
shows  that  20  per  cent  of  the  total  output  is 
going  to  the  lakes,  65  per  cent  to  tide  water, 
10  per  cent  to  all  rail  western  points  and  10 
per  cent  to  the  all  rail  eastern  points.  This 
indicates  that  the  movement  to  the  lakes  has 
not  started  as  heavily  as  some  expect.  If  the 
smokeless  coal  producers  are  going  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  ship  as  much  as  65  per  cent  of  the 
output  to  tide  water  and  are  going  to  in¬ 
crease  shipments  to  the  lakes,  this  means  that 
not  anywhere  near  as  much  smokeless  coal  will 
be  moved  to  all  rail  points  as  has  been  tnc 
case  for  the  last  month  or  six  weeks.  This 
ought  to  result  in  a  stiffening  of  prices.  The 
lake  demand  is  indicated  by  what  one  big 
producing  company  in  the  smokeless  territory 
is  doing.  It  started  last  week  to  ship  50  per 
cent  of  the  total  output  to  the  lakes,  sending 
30  per  cent  to  tide  and  less  than  10  per 
cent  to  the  all  rail  market  of  the  west,  the 
remaining  going  to  the  all  rail  markets  of  the 
east. 
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Coal  Dust  as  a  Factor  in  Mine  Explosions. 


By  Dr.  Henry  M.  Payne. 

Professor  of  Mining  Engineering,  West  Virginia  University,  Member  A.  E.  A.,  N.  G.  S.,  A.  A.  A.  S. 


Sufficient  reference  has  been  made  to  various 
authorities  to  show  the  sincerity  with  which  the 
exponents 'of  either  theory  may  attempt  to  justify 
their  stand,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  pass  on  to  the 
much  mooted  question  of  the  influence  of  temper¬ 
ature  and  barometric  pressure  upon  the  frequency 
or  added  liability  to  the  occurrence  of  such  explo¬ 
sions.  It  has  been  commonly  claimed  that  severe 
mine  explosions  are  more  frequent  in  cold  than 
in  warm  weather  because  of  the  fact  that  the  air 
entering  the  mine  is  very  low  in  hygroscopic 
moisture  and  that  on  expanding  in  the  mine  at¬ 
mosphere  it  takes  up  all  the  moisture,  making  the 
mine  dry  and  dusty ;  from  which  argument  we 
immediately  develop  the  statement  that  the  better 
system  of  ventilation,  the  dryer  the  mine,  and 
consequently  the  more  explosive  the  dust. 

Mr.  James  Ashworth  of  England,  in  a  series 
of  articles  published  in  1903,  and  1904,  claims 
that  the  presence  of  moisture  in  the  atmosphere 
is  a  marked  aid  to  an  explosion,  and  quotes  in¬ 
stances  where  explosions  have  followed  the  wet 
portions  of  mines,  and  shunned  the  dry  places. 
In  summing  up  his  paper  on  “Air  Percussion 
and  Time  in  Colliery  Explosions,’’  he  states  that 
the  extension  of  an  explosion  is  probably  facili¬ 
tated  rather  than  retarded  by  watering  and  spray¬ 
ing. 

The  most  available  data  on  barometric  influence 
upon  mine  explosions  was  published  in  Coal  in 
January,  1908.  The  statistics  upon  which  the 
articles  is  based,  were  prepared  by  Mr.  D.  E. 
Llewellyn,  and  show  graphically,  that  of  all  the 
mine  explosions  whose  records  were  available, 
between  the  years  1808  to  1894,  in  England  and 
Wales,  the  month  of  June  exceeded  any  other 
period  of  the  year  in  its  disasters.  Out  of  all 
these  explosions  he  takes  the  years  1856  to  1894 
and  shows  that  of  the  seventeen  explosions  in 
that  period,  each  of  which  involved  more  than 
100  lives,  none  occurred  in  January,  March,  April 
or  May.  and  the  months  of  June  and  July  held 
equal  place  in  percentage  of  explosions  during 
those  years. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Beard,  in  his  recent  work  on  “Mine 
Gases  and  Explosions,”  admirably  sums  up  the 
relation  between  mine  explosions  and  barometric 
changes  as  follows :  , 

“The  attempt  to  show  that  the  colder  sea¬ 
sons  of  the  year  are  more  productive  of  mine 
explosions  has  proven  almost  as  futile  as  the 
endeavor  to  show  a  connection  between  such 
explosions  and  barometric  changes.  *  *  *The 
effect  of  a  sudden  fall  of  barometric  pres¬ 
sure  *  *  *  is  quite  generally  conceded  to  be 
followed,  or  it  may  be  accompanied  by  an 
outflow  of  gas  from  all  standing  areas  and 
abandoned  places  in  mines.  *  *  *  Some  as¬ 
sert  that  there  is  an  increased  transpiration 
of  gas  from  the  solid  face  of  the  coal  due 
to  the  decreased  atmospheric  pressure,  but 
the  rate  of  transpiration  is  not  appreciably 
affected  by  any  possible  fall  of  the  barom¬ 
eter,  since  the  pressures  under  which  gases 
are  occluded  *  *  *  are  too  great,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  atmospheric  pressure,  to  be 
affected  appreciably  by  such  changes.” 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  many  dis¬ 
cussions,  commercial,  socialogical  and  a  few  scien¬ 
tific,  on  the  relative  amount  of  dust  made  by 
different  methods  of  mining,  and  on  the  merits 
of  air  and  electricity  from  the  standpoint  of 
safety.  I  shall  only  refer,  at  this  time,  to  the 
recently  published  tests  made  by  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Company,  and  the  Westmoreland  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  as  relating  to  the  results  obtained  from 
various  mining  machines,  which  tests  may  be 
found  in  late  numbers  of  Mine  and  Minerals, 
and  to  recent  articles  on  the  effect  of  electric 
currents  and  to  recent  articles  on  the  effect  of 

TThis  .is  the  second  and  concluding  article  on  this 
subject  by  Dr.  Pavne.  The  two  articles  make  up  the 
complete  address  •  delivered  before  the  summer  meeting 
of  the  Mining  Institute  of  America,  at  Greensburg,  Pa. 
— Editor.] 


electric  currents  on  coal  dust,  published  in  the 
Engineering  and  Mining  Journal,  from  which 
latter  articles  we  learn  that  it  was  only  by  the 
use  of  extremely  small  wires  offering  high  re¬ 
sistance  that  temperatures  were  obtained  which 
would  produce  explosions  under  the  most  favor- 
aide  circumstances. 

The  experiments  of  Prof.  B.  H.  Hite,  chief 
chemist  of  the  West  Virginia  Geological  Survey, 
have  shown  that  ignition  of  coal  dust  by  ordinary 
electric  discharge,  is  impracticable.  The  results 
of  his  present  experiments  to  determine  the 
“flashing  point”  of  coal  dust,  i.  e.  the  temperature 
at  which  finely  powdered  coal  begins  to  give  off 
a  combustible  gas,  are  awaited  with  interest,  since 
they  are  being  made  upon  hundreds  of  samples 
of  coal,  from  every  open  mine  in  the  state. 

Personal  Investigation. 

Before  discussing  the  evolution  of  a  coal  dust 
explosion,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  some  in¬ 
vestigations  I  have  been  making  at  Morgantown, 
with  a  view  to  determining  the  degree  of  fine¬ 
ness  which  differentiates  dust  from  slack.  We 
note  when  reading  any  modern  authority  upon 
coal  dust,  that  the  finer  the  dust,  the  greater  the 
explosion  it  will  cause,  and  the  lower  the  point 
of  ignition. 

Professor  Abel  says  that  the  intensity  of  coal 
dust  ignition  is  largely  influenced  by  the  fineness 
of  the  dust. 

Mr.  Kinlock,  in  an  article  in  the  Colliery  En¬ 
gineer,  discussing  the  comparative  rapidities  of 
combustion  and  explosion,  states  that  the  rapid¬ 
ity  depends  principally  on  the  fineness  of  the  dust 
particles. 

Especially  relevant  at  this  time  is  an  editorial 
from  Mines  and  Minerals  of  July,  1899,  from 
which  I  quote  briefly  as  follows : 

“Contents  of  dust  particles  are  proportion¬ 
al  to  the  velocity  of  the  air  movement  that 
suspends  them.  The  minutest  particles  are 
the  only  ones  that  are  suspended  in  air  which 
has  *  *  *  only  an  eddy  motion,  as  in  a 
closed  room  where  minute  dust  particles  are 
seen  dancing  in  the  .sunbeams.  The  grada¬ 
tion  of  dust  particles  with  relation  to  the 
air  movement  by  which  they  are  suspended 
is  especially  important  with  regard  to  the 
inflammability  of  coal  dust  when  suspended 
in  the  air  of  mines.  *  *  *  Large  particles  of 
coal  burn  slowly,  as  the  oxygen  required  for 
their  combustion  can  only  be  supplied  by  con¬ 
verging  streams  of  air  that  lie  in  the  radii 
of  spheres  whose  contents  are  proportional 
to  the  contents  of  the  coal  particles;  this 
means  that  a  given  sphere  of  air  contains 
the  weight  of  oxygen  required  for  the  per¬ 
fect  combustion  of  the  coal.  *  *  *  Large 
particles  of  dust  cannot  produce  an  explosion 
because  the  period  required  for  its  complete 
combustion  is  too  long.  Very  fine  dust  such 
as  is  suspended  in  nearly  still  air,  may,  how¬ 
ever,  cause  an  explosion  because  *  *  *  the 
areas  of  the  surfaces  of  small  particles  are 
much  larger  in  proportion  to  their  contents 
than  those  of  large  particles  *  *  *  and  be¬ 
cause  the  combustion  of  the  volatile  matter 
disengaged  by  small  particles  (which  is  pro¬ 
portional  to  their  surfaces  divided  by  their 
contents),  requires  shorter  periods  than  does 
the  volatile  matter  disengaged  by  large 
particles,  because  the  air  and  the  gas  are 
more  intimately  mixed,  when  ignition  occurs.” 

From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  only  dust  that 
can  be  consumed  rapidly  enough  to  raise  the 
surrounding  air  to  the  temperature  of  flame,  is 
the  fine  small  dust  found  in  nearly  still  air. 

Beard,  Hall,  Cockin  and  other  authorities  unite 
in  saying  that  fine  dust  is  more  dangerous  than 
coarse.  Sir  William  Galloway  says  that  the  size 
of  the  dust  particles  is  of  great  importance. 

With  this  irrefutable  preponderance  of  testi¬ 
mony  in  mind,  I  began  a  series  of  experiments 
with  various  sizes  of  dust,  and  velocities  of  air 


current,  upon  as  many  different  samples  of  coal 
as  might  be  readily  obtained,  and  in  every  in¬ 
stance  I  find  a  decided  change  in  conditions  be¬ 
tween  the  dust  which  passes  through  a  No.  80 
screen  and  that  which  passes  through  one  of  100 
meshes  to  the  inch.  The  coarser  dust  acts  like 
fine  sand,  or  granulated  sugar,  rolling  along 
easily,  but  held  in  suspension  with  difficulty.  The 
finer  screenings,  however,  act  more  like  gaseous 
bodies,  and  remain  suspended  in  the  slightest 
circulation.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  be¬ 
tween  these  two  sizes  there  is  a  sharp  demarca¬ 
tion  of  more  than  a  physical  nature,  and  evi¬ 
dently  bordering  on  or  entering  into  a  chemical 
transition. 

The  Chemical  Action. 

We  know  that  divided  carbon  in  the  form  of 
charcoals,  has  the  power  to  absorb  or  occlude 
gases,  and  the  testimony  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Garforth 
before  the  Royal  Dust  Commission  of  England 
showed  that  fine  coal  dust  consisted  of  hollow 
spores,  which  acted  as  reservoirs  from  which 
gas  is  being  continuously  dissipated  in  the  air, 
and  that  each  particle  of  dust  is  floating  in  its 
own  balloon  of  gas. 

Organic  dust  has  an  affinity  for  the  oxygen  of 
the  air,  and  when  brought  into  contact  with 
the  atmosphere  rapidlv  disintegrates  under  the 
combined  influence  of  oxygen  and  atmospheric 
moisture.  Dr.  Bedson  of  England  found  that 
the  hydrocarbon  gases  occluded  in  coal  dust  are 
not  merely  marsh  gas,  but  hydrocarbons  contain¬ 
ing  a  large  proportion  of  carbon,  and  they  there¬ 
fore  form  an  explosive  mixture  requiring  a  larger 
volume  of  air  than  the  marsh  gas  that  comes 
off  before  the  heavier  hydrocarbons.  These  hy¬ 
drocarbons  are  replaced  principally  by  oxygen, 
and  such  dust  ignites  more  easily  than  dust  en¬ 
tirely  devoid  of  air.  Dr.  Bedson’s  experiments 
and  those  of  Professor  Hite  referred  to  above, 
have  shown  that  finely  divided  coal  dust  gives 
off  gas  at  much  lower  temperature  than  has  been 
suspected ;  in  fact,  occlusion  takes  place  at  nor¬ 
mal  atmospheric  temperatures  much  below  those 
at  which  the  usual  analysis  are  made.  Where 
we  find  instances  of  partialy  consumed  dust,  it  is 
probable  that  the  more  volatile  hydrocarbons 
have  exhausted  all  the  oxygen,  and  none  is  left 
for  the  closer  burning  carbon. 

Another  reason  why  the  finer  dust  is  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  ignition  lies  in  the  fact,  as  deduced 
x  by  Mr.  James  Ashworth  from  the  works  of  Dr. 
Bedson.  that  the  lighter  gases,  such  as  marsh 
pas  and  hvdrogen  are  most  readily  removed,  and 
the  coal  dust,  when  extremely  fine,  allows  the 
ready  diffusion  of  the  lighter  gases  into  the  air, 
while  the  denser  gases  remain  for  a  time.  These 
denser  hydrocarbons  are  in  time  diffused  and  re¬ 
placed  bv  oxygen,  and  thus  we  have  not  only 
the  fine  dust  lightly  floating  along  in  the  ven¬ 
tilating  current,  but  also  the  diffused  hydrocar¬ 
bons,  which  are  gradually  collecting  throughout 
the  mine,  or  else  being  mixed  with  the  dust  in 
circulation,  lurking  in  constant  readiness  for  an 
initial  force  to  pive  them  combustible  tempera¬ 
ture. 

T  believe  therefore  that  we  are  justified  in 
stating  that  anv  pulverized  coal  coarser  than  that 
which  will  pass  a  No.  10(1  screen  is  properlv 
classified  as  slack,  liable  onlv  to  explosion  in  the 
secondary  sense,  as  when  distilled  by  the  heat  or 
compression  of  a  primary  ignition  ;  and  that  all 
sizes  from  No.  100  screenings  and  finer  may  be 
appropriately  designated  as  dust  This  real  dust 
is  described  bv  Dr.  Mellor  as  being  in  a  state 
of  “Chemical  Tension.”  i.  e.,  bordering  on  disso¬ 
lution  or  decomposition. 

Effect  of  Compression. 

The  effect  of  compression  on  such  a  dust  cloud 
would  be  very  different  than  that  upon  gas  and 
air  alone,  for  in  the  latter  case  no  amount  of 
compression  would  change  the  relative  mixture 
of  air  and  gas,  while  in  the  former  case,  it  would 
increase  the  density  of  the  cloud,  which  if  ignited 
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would  create  a  greater  amount  of  heat  and  gas 
in  the  same  space.  ( Vide  Mines  and  Minerals, 
Dec..  1907.) 

One  of  the  noteworthy  features  of  a  dust  ex¬ 
plosion  is  the  fact  that  coke  crusts  are  found 
wherever  the  coal  dust  is  free  from  external 
impurities,  but  wherever  clays  or  other  dust  from 
roof  or  floor  become  mixed  with  it,  as  along 
main  haulways,  these  deposits  are  rare. 

We  have  now,  in  an  individual  sense,  briefly ; 
in  a  collective  sense,  at  considerable  length;  but 
in  neither  sense,  exhaustively,  reviewed  the  va¬ 
rious  phases  of  coal  dust  investigation.  Doubt¬ 
less  we  are  now  more  fully  cognizant  than  ever 
before  of  the  explosive  potential  of  coal  dust,  but 
the  problem  still  confronting  us  is  how  to  mas¬ 
ter  the  evil  genie,  the  confines  of  whose  terri¬ 
tory  have  so  recently  been  established. 

Methods  of  Elimination. 

Striving  toward  this  end,  we  find  attention  di¬ 
vided  between  three  methods  of  elimination : 

First,  removing  the  dust. 

Second,  watering  the  dust. 

Third,  using  flameless  powder. 

All  that  needs  to  be  said  of  the  first  is  that 
good  judgment  and  sound  mining  practice  re¬ 
quire  that  all  available  dust  shall  be  loaded  out 
of  the  rooms  at  frequent  and  stated  periods. 

Regarding  the  second,  we  are  confronted  with 
a  variety  of  methods,  experiences  and  opinions. 
Mr.  Mel  Butler,  now  superintendent  of  the  Big 
Six  Coal  Company  at  Palmer,  Washington, 
whose  experience  covers  the  Crested  Butte  ex¬ 
plosion,  and  an  extensive  service  in  charge  of 
the  Tercio  Mines  in  Las  Animas  county,  Colo., 
writes  me  at  length  of  his  experiments  with 
various  methods  of  watering  the  dust,  and  sums 
up  by  saying: 

“I  recommend  spraying  the  water  as  fine 
as  possible,  and  keeping  some  one  always 
at  it.  Improvement  can  be  noted  at  once. 
There  will  be  no  water  on  the  roads  from 
this  method,  but  they  will  remain  wet,  and 
the  air  will  be  cool  and  damp.  After  three 
months  the  moisture  was  seen  to  climb  up 
into  the  raise  workings.  In  six  months  the 
air  in  the  mine  was  clear  and  you  could 
feel  the  dampness  on  the  faces  of  the  coal, 
and  in  some  places  see  the  tiny  globules  of 
water.  The  dryness  of  the  summer  months 
can  be  overcome  by  using  a  fan.  Fine 
spraying  all  along  the  entries  and  roadways 
is  the  only  way  to  overcome  dust,  as  it  is 
the  only  way  dust  can  be  dampened — the 
fact  of  water  on  the  roadway  helps  very 
little.  I  know  of  an  explosion  from  a  blown- 
out  shot  where  there  was  water  the  entire 
length  of  the  gangway  and  no  gas.  Fine 
spraying  and  keeping  everlastingly  at  it  is 
the  principal  thing. 

“Wetting  the  face  of  the  room  previous  to 
firing  is  of  no  material  benefit  other  than 
that  it  cools  the  air  at  that  point.  The  dust 
should,  of  course,  be  loaded  out,  but  it  is 
not  this  dust  that  carries  the  danger,  but 
rather  the  fine  dust  in  suspension  (italics 
mine),  which  will  ignite  instantaneously 
from  the  flame  of  the  shot  and  communicate 
with  that  previously  deposited  on  timbers, 
roofs  and  sides,  and  in  cross-cuts. 

“The  point  I  make  is  to  dampen  the  fine 
particles  as  they  are  blown  in  the  air  and 
cause  them  to  settle  at  once,  and  settle  damp 
— then  it  will  be  easy  to  keep  them  damp.” 

Bearing  on  this  same  phase  of  the  spraying 
proposition,  the  Engineering  and  Mining  Jour¬ 
nal  in  an  editorial  in  May,  1904,  said  that  the 
saturation  of  air  in  a  mine  where  the  main  air¬ 
way  may  be  passing  200,000  cubic  feet  of  air 
per  minute,  is  practically  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  James  Ashworth,  of  England,  as  has  been 
quoted  previously,  claims  that  saturated  air  is 
no  deterrent  against  the  extension  of  an  explo¬ 
sion,  and  maintains  further  that  in  deep,  hot 
mines,  men  cannot  work  in  a  moist  atmosphere, 
while  in  dry  mines,  at  the  same  temperature, 
they  suffer  but  little  inconvenience. 

Many  companies  are  now  using  a  portable 
electric  pump  with  hose  attachment  and  are  wash¬ 
ing  down  the  roof,  sides  and  face  of  the  working 
places.  This  doubtless  washes  down  what  dust 
may  be  then  lodged  on  these  surfaces,  but  unless 
continuously  carried  on  throughout  the  mine 


would  be  of  small  benefit  in  entries  and  haul- 
ways. 

Use  of  Flameless  Powder. 

We  now  pass  to  the  third  method  of  eliminat¬ 
ing  danger  from  dust — the  use  of  “safety,”  or 
“flameless”  powder.  Reference  to  my  Monongah 
report  will  show  that  my  chief  recommendation 
at  that  time  was  the  use  of  such  powder,  and  I 
still  lay  great  stress  on  its  importance. 

A  series  of  most  exhaustive  tests,  equalled 
only  by  those  of  M.  Taffanel,  quoted  above,  have 
been  made  by  the  Department  of  Mines  of  Bel¬ 
gium  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Victor  Wat- 
teyne,  and  described  in  a  number  of  brochures 
published  by  that  department.  These  tests,  how¬ 
ever,,  instead  of  being  directed  toward  the  inflam¬ 
mability  of  various  coals,  were  in  the  nature  of 
a  study  of  explosives,  for  the  purpose  of  deter¬ 
mining  which,  if  any,  were  positively  safe.  I 
quote  from  Mr.  Watteyne’s  works  : 

“Certain  explosives,  to  which  the  admitted 
theories  attributed  a  high  degree  of  safety, 
have  proved  unworthy  to  appear  on  this  list. 

*  *  *  The  safety  of  an  explosive  depends 
not  only  on  its  chemical  constituents,  but 
also  on  its  method  of  composition.  One  re¬ 
calls  the  noted  example  of  Dahmenite  “A” 
quoted  by  M.  Heise,  where  the  charge  limit 
varied  in  great  proportions  with  the  grain. 

*  *  *  I  have  pointed  out  frequently,  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  ten  years,  the  importance  of 
care  in  mining  coals  high  in  bitumen,  calling 
attention  to  the  very  special  danger  from 
volatile  dusts.  *  *  *  Much  progress  has  been 
made  in  this  regard ;  the  employment  of 
safety  explosives,  which  has  become  common 
in  our  mines,  has  been  a  great  step  forward. 
But  the  complete  suppression  of  all  explo¬ 
sives  is  quite  preferable,  and  one  cannot  re¬ 
peat  too  often  that  safety  from  explosions 
can  only  be  obtained  at  this  price. 

“Such  a  complete  elimination  of  explosives 
seems  impossible  to  realize,  but  it  is  possible 
in  more  cases  than  is  generally  admitted ; 
several  who  have  tried  have  succeeded  in 
it.  *  *  *  A  very  important  cause  of  this  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  mine  accidents  caused  by  ex¬ 
plosives  is  the  pronounced  influence  which 
coal  dust  exercises  in  mine  catastrophes,  as 
the  mines  increase  in  depth  and  extent  and 
are  therefore  drier,  and  warmer,  and  demand 
more  active  ventilation.  We  have  also  de¬ 
termined,  from  our  point  of  view,  that  gas¬ 
eous  and  dusty  conditions  forbid  the  use  of 
slow  explosives  *  *  *  even  in  mines  where 
the  most  minute  investigations  of  the  in¬ 
spectors  fail  to  show  any  trace  of  gas.  *  *  * 
Whatever  be  the  condition  of  ventilation  in 
a  mine,  a  certain  quantity  of  fire  damp  can 
be  disengaged  within  the  confines  of  the 
mine  *  *  *  and  can  be  reached  by  the  flames 
of  a  blown-out  shot  before  the  fire  damp 
has  time  to  become  sufficiently  diluted  in  the 
air. 

“It  is,  besides,  well  established  at  the 
present  time  that  certain  coal  dusts  are  capa¬ 
ble,  of  themselves  alone,  or  assisted  by  quan¬ 
tities  of  fire  damp  not  appreciable  by  test, 
of  giving  rise  to  grave  explosions,  and  ac¬ 
tivity  of  ventilation  favors  the  production  and 
propagation  of  dusts.  *  *  *  Careful  tamping 
of  the  wad  reinforces  materially  the  safety, 
but  its  influence  varies  greatly  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  explosive.  It  is  of  minimum 
benefit  with  the  ordinary  charge,  relatively 
weak  for  mixtures  of  nitroglycerine,  and 
very  high  for  a  strong  proportion  of  am¬ 
monium  nitrate  compounds.” 

The  use  of  the  lead  block  for  testing  the  values 
of  various  explosives  originated  in  Belgium,  and 
has  opened  up  a  field  of  research  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  which  is  being  entered  by  many  of  our  large 
mining  companies  and  by  experts  on  explosives 
generally. 

Deductions  Are  Made. 

In  conclusion,  I  propose  briefly  to  sum  up  the 
decisions  at  which  I  have  arrived  through  my 
own  experiments  and  the  compilation  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  matter  here  presented. 

First,  Granting  that  secondary  explosions  may 
be  propagated  indefinitely  by  the  larger  sizes, 
only  coal  dust  which  will  pass  through  a  No.  100 
screen  is  capable  of  initial,  or  primary,  explosion. 

Second,  Such  dust  after  having  been  subjected 
to  ordinary  atmospheric  air  for  only  a  few  hours 


becomes  largely  decomposed,  and  exists  as  a 
bubble  of  constituent  gases,  whose  film  is  com¬ 
posed  of  undisintegrated  carbon  and  impurities, 
which  after  combustion  are  known  as  ash. 

Third,  Such  dust,  when  suspended  in  a  homo¬ 
geneous  cloud,  with  a  moderate  air  velocity,  is 
susceptible  of  ignition  either  through  shock,  com¬ 
pression,  or  sufficient  heat  to  inaugurate  combus¬ 
tion. 

Fourth,  Such  result  will  be  classified  as  com¬ 
bustion  or  explosion,  depending  upon  the  volume 
of  dust  ignited,  its  supply  of  oxygen,  and  the 
space  within  which  combustion  takes  place. 

Fifth,  Where  gas  alone  is  ignited,  and  the 
mine  is  free  from  dust,  a  “high  explosive”  effect 
is  obtained,  and  the  explosion  may  be  strictly 
local,  due  to  the  cooling  effects  of  the  walls. 

Sixth,  The  chief  product  of  a  dust  explosion 
is  carbon  monoxide,  whose  expansion  under  com¬ 
bustion  is  greater  than  that  of  methane,  and 
which  receives  its  continuous  supply  of  oxygen 
by  feeding  toward  the  intake. 

Seventh,  A  dust  explosion,  while  assisted  by 
the  in-take  air,  must,  nevertheless,  follow  those 
entries  or  airways  furnishing  the  most  material 
upon  which  to  feed,  and  when  this  course  follows 
the  return  airways,  the  conversion  of  the  carbon 
monoxide  to  carbon  dioxide  renders  the  air  ex¬ 
tinctive,  and  prohibits  further  propagation.  Evi¬ 
dence  of  such  a  condition  will  be  found  in  the 
coke  splashing,  or  crusts,  formed  by  the  deposit 
of  redhot  cinders,  carried  by  the  air  wave,  and 
testifying  to  the  incomplete  combustion. 

Eighth,  The  initial  explosion  may  and  gen¬ 
erally  does  distil  so  large  an  amount  of  gas  that 
complete  combustion  is  impossible  at  the  site  of 
distillation,  and  this  mass  of  gas  and  dust,  in 
varying  stages  of  ignition  and  combustion  at 
a  temperature  greatly  in  excess  of  the  point  of 
ignition  were  sufficient  oxygen  present,  will  de¬ 
velop  into  local  explosions  at  irregular  intervals, 
wherever  adequate  atmospheric  oxygen  is  availa¬ 
ble,  such  as  at  junctions  of  airways,  widened  pas¬ 
sages  for  side  tracks,  or  cavities  where  falls  of 
roof  rock  have  occurred,  and  are  frequently 
called  “flame  areas.” 

Ninth,  When  such  an  explosion,  either  pri¬ 
mary  or  secondary,  travels  toward  a  dead  end  of 
any  entry  or  passage,  the  compression  generated 
by  its  expansion  and  momentum  causes  an  al¬ 
most  incredible  rise  in  temperature,  sufficient  to 
distil  tbe  various  hydrocarbons  from  even  the 
ribs-  of  the  coal  itself,  and  supplementing  it  with 
a  heat-potential  far  in  excess  of  its  losses  through 
radiation  and  expansion. 

Tenth,  The  liability  of  any  coal  dust  to  explo¬ 
sion  increases  almost  directly  with  its  percentage 
of  volatile  matter  that  is  combustible,  i.  e.,  the 
quotient  of  its  percentage  of  volatile  matter,  di¬ 
vided  by  the  sum  of  the  percentages  of  volatile 
matter  and  fixed  carbon. 

Eleventh,  While  coal  dust  alone,  under  the 
conditions  enumerated,  is  distinctly  explosive, 
the  presence  of  even  the  smallest  amount  of 
methane  augments  materially  the  susceptibility 
to  ignition. 

Twelfth.  On  account  of  the  great  elasticity  of 
air,  it  is  highly  probable  that  no  proper  conceo- 
tion  has  yet  been  attained,  of  the  almost  incredi¬ 
ble  speed  with  which  a  dust  explosion,  through 
its  gaseous  products,  may  be  extended  to  far 
distant  portions  of  a  mine,  under  the  force  of 
initial  expansion,  properly  called  the  “Percussive 
Theory.” 

Thirteenth.  Changes  in  barometric  pressure 
only  affect  the  liability  to  explosion  in  so  far  as 
they  allow,  when  the  barometer  is  falling,  a  set¬ 
tling  of  any  nossible  accumulation  of  methane 
from  a  dome  in  the  roof-rock,  into  the  ventilat¬ 
ing  current:  but  such  small  quantities  of  gas  are 
infinitely  safer  when  diffused  in  the  current  of 
air  than  when  concentrated  in  one  place. 

Moreover,  even  if  we  grant  that  a  low  barom¬ 
eter  allows  greater  occlusion,  it  also  allows  easier 
ventilation  for  the  diffusion  of  such  occlusion. 

Fourteenth.  A  mine  mav  be  overventilated  un¬ 
til  the  air  current  has  such  a  velocity  that  it  stirs 
up  dust,  and  would  feed  any  slight  ignition  which 
misrht  take  place  and  otherwise  die  out. 

Fifteenth,  The  difference  in  the  amount  of 
real  dust  made  by  either  air  punchers  or'  electric 
chain  machines  is  so  slight,  and  so  variable,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  nature  of  the  coal  and  the  skill 
of  the  machine  man  (vide  tests  referred  to 
(Concluded  on  page  28.) 
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Iowa  and  Nebraska  Convention  at  Waterloo. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  was  held  at  Water¬ 
loo,  Iowa,  on  June  17  and  18,  and  proved  one 
of  the  most  interesting  events  in  the  history  of 
the  organization.  At  the  business  session  all 
officers  and  members  of  the  executive  committee 
were  re-elected  except  H.  D.  Peck,  who  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  W.  W.  Mcl^arlane  as  a  member  of  the 
executive  board.  According  to  reports  the  mem¬ 
bership  has  been  gradually  increasing  within  the 
year  and  a  number  of  the  new  members  turned 
out  to  supplement  those  who  were  in  the  associa¬ 
tion  before,  the  purpose  being  to  see  how  the  con¬ 
ventions  are  conducted.  Interest  centered  largely 
in  the  annual  address  of  George  Gregory,  the 
president,  and  in  the  report  of  H.  L.  Laird,  the 
secretary. 

The  address  of  Mr.  Gregory  in  part  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“The  duties  devolving  upon  this  office  are  by 
no  means  all  pleasant,  and  were  it  not  that  I  have 
at  all  times  enjoyed  the  full  confidence,  hearty 
loyalty  and  sturdy  support  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  and  my  fellow  officers  of  the  association, 
as  well  as  a  large  majority  of  the  members  thereof, 
I  would  many  times  have  found  the  work  not 
only  unpleasant  but  very  discouraging. 

“The  very  nature  of  our  association  with  its 
widely  scattered  membership,  the  vast  majority  of 
whom  know  of  the  association  only  by  corre¬ 
spondence  and  through  the  trade  journals,  never 
having  attended  a  meeting  of  the  association, 
makes  the  task  of  inspiring  confidence  in  the 
fninds  of  the  local  dealers,  that  we  are  really 
working  all  the  time  for  his  benefit,  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  problem.  Think  of  it,  Mr.  Dealer,  here  is  a 
secretary,  capable  of  handling  the  most  intricate 
questions  that  confront  you  and  taking  them  be¬ 
fore  any  tribunal  in  the  land,  working  for  you 
every  day  in  the  year ;  yes,  every  day  in  the  year, 
Sundays  not  excepted ;  a  president,  vice-president 
and  five  other  directors  giving  of  their  time  and 
money  in  attending  to  the  affairs  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  when  occasion  requires  it,  and  all  you  pay  is 
the  pittance  of  $5.00  per  year — less  than  one  and 
one-half  cents  per  day,  and  yet  we  have  dealers 
continually  saying,  “The  association  does  me  no 
good.” 

“They  forget  the  time  when  the  producer  or 
jobber  did  not  realize  that  his  own  best  interest 
was  conserved  in  confining  his  shipments  to  the 
local  dealer  who  had  his  money  invested  in  coal 
yards,  sheds,  horses  and  wagons  and  made  the 
selling  of  coal  his  business,  for  which  he  was  en¬ 
titled  to  a  reasonable  and  legitimate  profit.  They 
forget  the  time  when  no  one  knew  how  much  coal 
was  loaded  onto  a  car,  no  one  knew  how  much 
coal  the  railroad  company  handled,  no  one  knew 
how  much  the  dealer  received  and  no  one  seemed 
to  care.  A  car  with  some  figures  stenciled  on  its 
side,  which  purported  to  express  in  pounds  the 
amount  the  car  could  contain,  was  set  at  the  mine, 
and  the  operator  put  on  as  much  coal  as  he  saw 
fit,  and  invoiced  it  at  the  marked  capacity  of  the 
car.  The  railroads  reasoned  that  if  you  pay  the 
mine  for  that  much  coal  we  must  have  pay  for 
hauling  that  much  coal,  so  we  will  have  our  bill¬ 
ing  agent  stamp  on  the  way-bill  his  round  red 
stamp  of  the  high  sounding,  “Western  Railway 
Weighing  Association,”  which  forbids  any  one  to 
reweigh  the  car.  This  edict  from  such  a  body 
must  be  obeyed  and  was,  and  the  retailer  got  all 
the  coal  off  the  car  that  the  pilferers  along  the 
route  of  the  car  had  not  been  able  to  purloin. 

“The  first  two  months  of  my  incumbency  of  the 
office  was  in  name  only,  and  convinced  me  fully 
that  it  was  an  utter  impossibility  to  accomplish 
results  at  long  range.  I  realized  that  if  I  really 
was  the  man  behind  the  gun,  that  I  was  alto¬ 
gether  too  far  behind  for  effective  service,  when 
I  was  in  Marshalltown  and  the  gun  was  in 
Omaha.  After  considering  the  matter  very  care¬ 
fully  and  consulting  with  as  many  of  the  members 
as  possible,  and  especially  the  Nebraska  members, 
a  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  at  a  special 
meeting  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  September  4,  1007, 
authorizing  the  removal  of  the  secretary’s  office 
from  Omaha,  Nebraska,  to  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
and  from  that  time  matters  have  been  prosecuted 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  ability  of  our  secretary 
with  the  time  and  money  at  his  disposal. 


“There  is  much  cause  for  congratulation  in  the 
fact  that  we  now  seem  to  be  more  united  and 
harmonious  than  we  have  even  been  before.  All 
our  members  who  have  had  matters  up  with  our 
secretary  have,  without  exception,  been  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  results.  All  operators  and  shippers 
who  have  had  complaints  lodged  against  them 
have  adjusted  matters  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned. 

“Personal  work  must  be  done  among  the  dealers 
of  the  state  in  order  to  increase  our  membership, 
and  starting  the  new  year  with  the  work  well  in 
hand,  and  nothing  confronting  us  that  will  ham¬ 
per  the  secretary  in  this  line,  I  would  recommend 
the  holding  of  numerous  district  meetings,  and 
urge  upon  the  members  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
meetings,  the  necessity  for  their  earnest  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  attendance  as  this  will  be  a  very  material 
aid  to  your  secretary. 

“For  this  purpose  I  would  recommend  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  membership  committee  to  be 
made  up  of  one  member  from  each  county  in  the 
jurisdiction;  the  members  of  this  committee  to 
keep  the  secretary  advised  in  all  matters  pertain¬ 
ing  to  association  work. 

“To  the  loyal  members  beyond  the  Missouri 
who  have  so  faithfully  remained  with  us  and  so 
promptly  made  ther  renewals  of  membership,  I 
am  truly  grateful,  and  to  them,  I  would  say,  that 
so  long  as  this  association  confines  its  work  to 
collecting  and  disseminating  information  for  the 
benefit  of  its  members,  without  in  any  way  inter¬ 
fering  with  each  individual  in  his  right  to  con¬ 
duct  his  business  as  he  may  desire,  selling  at  any 
price  he  may  choose  and  buying  from  whom  he 
chooses,  there  is  absolutely  no  restraint  of  trade 
and  no  reason  for  any  one  withholding  his  mem¬ 
bership. 

“You  are  to  be  congratulated  in  having  so  able 
and  efficient'  a  secretary,  whose  chief  characteris¬ 
tic,  aside  from  efficiency,  is  his  tenacity  and  perse¬ 
verance  which  invariably  turns  apparent  defeat 
to  victory.  This  quality  has  served  him  and  you 
well  in  many  a  struggle  the  past  year.” 

Secretary  Laird’s  Report. 

The  report  of  Secretary  H.  L.  Laird  was  in  part 
as  follows : 

“This  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
come  before  the  retail  coal  dealers  of  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  as  your  secretary. 

“I  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  a  man  here  to¬ 
day  who  came  simply  because  of  the  fact  that  he 
desired  merely  to  have  a  good  time.  I  believe 
that  every  dealer  in  the  states  of  Iowa  and  Ne¬ 
braska  who  is  in  attendance  at  this  convention 
came  with  an  avowed  purpose  in  his  heart,  that 
if  there  was  anything  that  he  could  do  to  assist 
the  retail  coal  dealers  in  bettering  the  situation 
in  the  local  trade,  that  is  his  object  in  being  pres¬ 
ent. 

“I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
while  you  have  an  association  that  is  well  or¬ 
ganized  to  carry  on  the  extensive  work  in  your 
behalf,  that  work  cannot  be  done  with  the  greatest 
success  unless  the  officers  of  your  association  have 
the  hearty  co-operation  and  support  of  every  mem¬ 
ber,  and  what  is  more,  we  are  entitled  to  this 
from  every  retailer  in  this  territory,  whether  he 
is  now  a  member  of  our  association  or  not.  If 
you,  as  coal  men,  were  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  laws  now  on  our  statute  books  of  these  two 
states,  as  well  as  national  laws  affecting  the  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealer,  and  you  had  no  grievances  to 
make  as  to  the  policies  pursued  by  some  of  the 
wholesalers  and  operators,  it  would  then  perhaps 
be  natural  for  this  convention  to  'assume  an  at¬ 
titude  of  jollification.  However,  this  is  not  so, 
and  while  you  have  much  to  be  thankful  for  and 
the  start  which  has  been  made  is  a  good  one,  yet 
you  have  only  strongly  fortified  yourselves  to  go 
forward  and  demand  that  to  which  you  are  en¬ 
titled. 

“After  serving  as  secretary  of  your  organiza¬ 
tion  for  but  a  few  months,  this  one  dominant  fact 
stands  out  in  bold  relief :  One  of  the  principal 
objects  of  the  association  has  been  to  secure  new 
members.  This  is  necessarily  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  parts  of  the  work  of  your  secretary.  I 
am  forced  to  admit,  for  the  reason,  that  the  work 
cannot  be  carried  on  unless  financial  assistance  is 


granted  and  the  burden  made  as  light  as  possible 
for  each  individual  member,  yet  in  the  fight  for 
new  members  I  have  been  struck  with  the  idea 
time  and  time  again,  that  instead  of  giving  to  you 
results  and  working  hard  all  of  the  time  to  at¬ 
tend  to  your  business,  secretaries  of  coal  dealers’ 
associations  have  lost  sight  of  the  priciples  which 
they  ought  to  fight  for  in  the  zeal  with  which 
they  have  prosecuted  the  membership  accumula¬ 
tion  idea.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned, 
the  work  of  the  association  has  been  taken  up 
and  prosecuted  vigorously  in  the  fight  for  princi¬ 
ples,  and  results,  actual,  not  imaginary,  and  if  we 
were  to  lose  every  member  now  on  our  books,  so 
long  as  I  am  secretary  the  detail  .work  of  the 
association  is  going  to  be  kept  up.  I  know  you 
are  all  human  and  you  like  to  know  that  matters 
in  business,  as  well  as  association  lines,  are  given 
to  you  in  pleasing  optimistic  terms,  yet  I  want 
you  to  understand  that  the  work  of  the  association 
is  an  uphill  pull  from  start  to  finish,  and  if  you 
as  retailers  get  that  which  you  ought  to  have, 
there  must  be  constant  untiring  efforts  put  forth. 
We  want  you  to  know  that  at  the  present  time 
the  association  work  is  being  carried  forward  on 
cold-blooded  business  principles,  and  we  are  to¬ 
day  operating  along  broader  lines  than  has  ever 
been  attempted  in  the  past  on  the  part  of  any 
coal  dealers’  organization,  especially  in  traffic  and 
legislative  matters.  In  the  past  few  months  we 
have  taken  up  case  after  case  of  irregular  ship¬ 
ments  and  almost  without  exception  we  have  se¬ 
cured  results  satisfactory  to  the  retail  dealer. 

“I  give  you  a  resume  of  legislative  matters 
which  this  association  is  fighting  for : 

(1)  State  reciprocal  demurrage  law  that  will 
be  fair  to  the  public  and  fair  to  the  corporations 
or  common  carriers. 

(2)  — National  reciprocal  demurrage  law  that 
will  be  eminently  fair  between  common  carriers 
and  the  public. 

(3)  Legislation  to  amend  the  Sherman  anti¬ 
trust  law  that  will  grant  to  all  commercial  organi¬ 
zations  similar  to  the  coal  dealers’  associations, 
the  power  to  act  under  law — in  other  words,  legal¬ 
ization  of  commercial  associations  for  their  mu¬ 
tual  benefit  and  protection. 

(4)  Power  granted  by  law  to  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  to  decide  on  the  justice 
of  present  freight  rates  on  coal  and  other  com¬ 
modities. 

(5)  Power  granted  by  law  to  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  to  regulate  interstate  trans¬ 
portation  traffic. 

(6)  Legislation  requiring  railroads  to  consign 
equipment  through  from  point  of  origin  to  desti¬ 
nation  without  transferring. 

(7)  National  legislation  requiring  railroad 
companies  to  give  destination  weights  on  coal 
shipments,  as  well  as  other  commodities  and  mak¬ 
ing  common  carriers  absoultely  responsible  for 
shortages  on  coal  shipments. 

(8)  Legislation  covering  liberal  demurrage 
laws. 

(9)  Power  to  be  granted  to  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  to  take  cognizance  of  present 
state  laws  covering  intrastate  shipments  making 
same  applicable  on  interstate  traffic  when  same  do 
not  conflict  with  rulings  of  the  commission  or 
national  legislation. 

July  15,  1907,  the  membership  list  of  The  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  &  Nebraska  showed 
717  members,  apparently  in  good  standing,  but  of 
these  343  resigned  or  allowed  their  membership 
to  elapse  by  non-payment  of  dues.  With  renewals 
and  new  memberships  secured  under  the  new  ad¬ 
ministration,  the  present  membership  list  shows 
733  in  good  standing. 

Statement  showing  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  The  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  &  Ne¬ 
braska,  for  the  period  July  15,  1907,  to  May  31, 
1908  : 

Total  cash  receipts,  membership  fees  and  dues.  . $2,920.09 


Disbursements — 

Postage  account  . $  216.30 

General  expense  .  241.41 

Legal  expense  .  83.62 

Traveling  expense  .  738.08 

Salary  account  .  1,603.36 

Special  .  5.00 

Cash  on  hand  June  1,  1908 .  32.32 


Total  . $2,920.09 
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New  England  Retailers’  Excursion  to  the  Mines. 


Following  the  visit  of  the  members  of  the 
New  England  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
to  the  mines  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes-garre 
Coal  Company,  in  the  vicinity  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  on  Wednesday  morning  of  last  week, 
the  party  was  tendered  a  luncheon  at  the 
banquet  rooms  of  the  Concordia  Club,  where, 
for  more  than  two  hours,  there  was  a  feast 
of  reason  and  a  flow  of  speechmaking. 

At  the  luncheon,  President  Cooper  of  the 
Association  presided  as  toastmaster.  Arthur 
F.  Rice,  commissioner  of  the  New  York  Coal 
Merchants’  Association,  made  an  interesting 
talk  on  association  work,  and  told  how  far 
the  associations  could  go  in  endeavoring  to 
have  uniform  prices  obtain  without  violating 
any  of  the  numerous  laws  which  agitators  are 
wont  to  have  invoked  against  coal  dealers 
from  time  to  time.  Following  Mr.  Rice's  ad¬ 
dress,  talks  were  made  by  Charles  F.  Huber, 
general  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  & 
W'ilkes-Barre  Coal  Company.  W.  H.  Saw- 
telle,  press  agent  of  the  New  England  Asso¬ 
ciation;  Walter  E.  Adams,  press  agent 
of  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad,  and  Frank 
Oberrender,  New  York  agent  of  the  Reading. 
It  was  brought  out  that,  in  order  to  refute 
the  many  erroneous  statements  which  the 
daily  papers  are  given  to  publish  derogatory 
to  the  coal  dealers,  the  New  England  asso¬ 
ciation  last  year  hit  upon  the  happy  plan  of 
having  some  well-informed  member  of  the 
association  to  make  effective  reply  when  nec¬ 
essary.  To  do  this  work,  W.  H.  Sawtelle  of 
Readville,  Mass.,  was  appointed.  Whenever 
a  daily  or  weekly  paper  in  any  town  in  New 
England  containing  an  association  member 
prints  a  tirade  against  the  coal  dealers,  the 
article  is  sent  to  Mr.  Sawtelle,  and  he 
straightway  dictates  a  reply.  President  Coop¬ 
er,  in  speaking  of  this  matter,  said: 

“As  a  general  thing,  when  you  come  down 
to  know  the  newspaper  man,  he  is  inclined  to 
be  fair,  and  it  is  too  often  true  that  these 
misleading  ‘stories’  are  published  because  the 
newspaper  man  is  not  acquainted  with  the 
farts  in  the  case.  Our  members  have  been 
too  much  given  to  let  these  attacks  against 
their  honor  and  the  honesty  of  their  business 
go  unnoticed.  As  so  much  unrefuted  abuse 
has  been  heaved  at  the  coal  men,  the  public 
has  believed  there  was  much  truth  in  the 
statements.  We  are  engaged  in  an  honest 
and  honorable  occupation,  and  whenever  you 
find  a  newspaper  man  in  your  town  who  at¬ 
tacks  you,  go  to  him  and  ask  him  to  take 
the  time  to  look  into  your  business  for  a 
moment.  After  you  show  him  some  figures, 
as  to  what  you  coal  costs,  and  what  it  costs 
you  to  conduct  your  business,  if  he  has  any 
fairness  about  him,  he  will  have  to  agree  with 
you  that  you  are  only  making  a  small  profit.” 

Assisting  in  the  entertainment  of  the  deal¬ 
ers  while  in  Wilkes-Barre  and  vicinity,  were 
the  following  gentlemen  from  the  executive 
and  operating  offices  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes- 
Barre  Coal  Company:  C.  F.  Huber,  W.  J. 
Curran,  C.  H.  Gardner,  et  al.,  to  whom  rous¬ 
ing  cheers  of  thanks  were  given. 

At  four  o’clock  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
the  special  train  was  boarded,  and  the  run 
to  Shamokin  was  made,  where  the  dealers  be¬ 
came  the  guests  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Company.  The  officials  of 
the  Reading  had  already  made  hotel  arrange¬ 
ments,  so  that  the  members  lost  no  time  in 
getting  to  their  rooms.  After  dinner  spe¬ 
cial  cars  were  provided,  and  the  members 
went  out  to  the  summer  park.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Richards,  second  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  operations  of  the  Reading,  headed 
the  party.  At  the  park,  Mr.  Richards  intro¬ 
duced  George  W'.  Robinson,  of  the  Excelsior 
Coal  Company,  one  of  the  independent  com¬ 
panies  in  the  Shamokin  district,  and  Mr.  Rob¬ 
inson  was  the  center  of  a  large  crowd  from 
that  time  on. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  Reading’s  collier¬ 
ies  at  Mt.  Carmel,  and  Locust  Dale  were  vis¬ 
ited.  These  are  two  of  the  most  modern  oper¬ 
ations  in  the  regions,  and  the  dealers  in¬ 


spected  every  part  of  the  workings.  Those 
who  did  not  go  down  the  mines,  inspected 
the  breakers  and  the  various  power  and  ma¬ 
chine  shops.  The  Reading  superintendents 
and  engineers  from  numerous  divisions  were 
on  hand  to  look  after  the  dealers,  so  that  the 
dealers  were  always  rubbing  elbows  with 
some  man  who  was  in  position  to  give  them 
any  information  desired.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion,  it  may  be  well  to  add  that  all  of  the 
Reading’s  fifty-four  collieries  were  kept  in 
operation  last  Thursday,  so  that  the  excur¬ 
sionists  could  have  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
coal  mined  and  prepared  for  market. 

At  two  o’clock  Woodland  Park,  near  Ash¬ 
land,  was  reached.  Here  the  Readifig  had  pre¬ 
pared  an  elaborate  luncheon,  which  was  placed 
too  quickly  to  permit  of  the  accumulation  of 
demurrage  charges.  Following  the  luncheon, 
speeches  were  made  by  various  Reading  of¬ 
ficials  and  members  of  the  retailers’  associa¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Richards  was  called  upon,  and  re¬ 
sponded  happily.  D.  L.  Tuttle,  Buffalo  sales- 
agent  of  the  Reading,  was  also  on  the  pro¬ 
gram.  L.  G.  White,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  told 
of  some  of  the  reforms  that  had  been  made 
possible  through  association  work. 

Mahanoy  Plane  was  the  next  stop  made, 
where  the  dealers  inspected  a  mammoth  strip¬ 
ping.  Here,  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  is  an  im¬ 
mense  block  of  anthracite,  some  forty  or  fifty 
feet  in  diameter,  and  running  for  miles.  The 
earth  had  been  stripped  from  the  coal  by 
means  of  steam  shovels,  so  that  it  lay  ex¬ 
posed  to  view,  and  several  blasts  were  made 
for  the  benefit  of  the  visitors.  The  blasts 
were  very  successful,  a  miner  in  charge  esti¬ 
mating  that  more  than  100  cars  of  coal  were 
liberated  by  one  explosion. 

The  run  from  Mahanoy  Plane  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  was  without  incident.  The  following  of¬ 
ficials  of  the  Reading  assisted  in  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  party:  W.  G.  Brown,  secre¬ 
tary;  Reeve  Tasker,  mine  superintendent;  J. 
P.  Jones,  paymaster;  G.  S.  Clemens,  mine 
engineer;  H.  E.  Muehlof,  master  builder;  J.  F. 
Bevan, 'division  engineer;  P.  F.  Brennan,  A.  S. 
Boyd,  J.  H.  Pollard,  George  B.  Hardesty,  and 
Edward  E.  Kaerchner,  division  superintend¬ 
ents;  John  Brown,  J.  P.  Knapp,  James  Wil¬ 
son,  T.  J.  James,  W.  A.  Sanbrey,  J.  J.  Mono- 
han,  W.  H.  Richards,  J.  P.  McDonald,  Will¬ 
iam  Tidey,  Jas.  Morris  and  J.  H.  Lee,  district 
superintendents. 

At  Philadelphia  on  Thursday  evening  the 
Reading  Company  entertained  the  dealers  at. 
Willow  Grove.  On  Friday  morning  the  party 
was  entertained  by  Madeira,  Hill  &  Co.  with  a 
trolley  ride  to  Fairmount  Park. 

An  informal  meeting  was  held  in  the  ban¬ 
quet  room,  where  President  Cooper,  Secretary 
Humphrey  and  Committeeman  W.  A.  Clark 
were  presented  with  some  handsome  cut  glass 
services  by  the  members  of  the  party.  A 
purse  of  over  $100,  had  been  raised  by  the 
dealers  and  the  association's  officers  and  com¬ 
mitteemen,  who  performed  all  the  work  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  trip — which  was  voted  to  be  one 
of  the  best  ever  taken  by  the  association — 
were  very  much  surprised  when  they  were 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  meeting  and 
become  the  recipients  of  the  handsome  pres¬ 
ents.  A  silk  umbrella  was  sent  to  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Secretary  Humphrey  in  appreciation  of 
the  clerical  work  which  she  performed  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  excursion. 

Last  week,  The  Black  Diamond  gave  the 
names  of  most  of  the  company  representatives 
and  wholesale  dealers’  representatives  who 
were  on  the  trip.  Below  we  present  a  list  of 
the  retailers  who  went  to  make  up  the  party: 

Massachusetts  —  Arlington,  Warren  A. 
Peirce,  Warren  A.  Peirce,  Jr.;  Ashland,  John  A. 
Holbrook;  Attleboro,  C.  E.  Richards,  mana¬ 
ger,  and  C.  E.  Riley;  Boston,  W.  Frank 
Geirves,  Frank  T.  Barron,  P.  R.  Wild;  Brock¬ 
ton,  David  C.  Holmes,  Herbert  B.  Holmes, 
Lester  G.  Flagg;  Brookfield,  William  H.  Mc¬ 
Namara;  Cambridge,  Edward  H.  Baker, -presi¬ 
dent;  Chelmsford,  H.  L.  Parkhurst;  Chicopee, 


A.  L.  Pomeroy;  Chicopee  Falls,  E.  E.  De 
Gray;  Easthampton,  A.  J.Kienle;  East  Long- 
meadow,  Louis  E.  Whittaker;  East  Weymouth, 
C.  T.  Leavitt;  Fitchburg,  M.  J.  Daly;  Frank¬ 
lin,  A.  M.  Haggart,  Walter  E.  Corbett;  Graf¬ 
ton,  L.  M.  Rice;  Gardner,  C.  B.  Kendall,  E.  L. 
Kendall;  Gloucester,  Charles  T.  Heberle,  Wil¬ 
lard  N.  Griffin;  Graniteville,  John  A.  Healy; 
Haverhill,  Capt.  Davis,  George  C.  Elliott;  Hoi- 
liston,  George  A.  Fair;  Housatonic,  C.  P. 
Woodruff;  Huntington,  John  Kirby;  Hudson, 
Herbert  A.  Knight;  Hubbardston,  C.  T.  Wy¬ 
man;  Lawrence,  A.  A.  Caffrey,  George  S.  Bate¬ 
man;  Natick,  M.  A.  Durkee,  A.  J.  Doon,  D.  J. 
Murphy;  New  Bedford,  Wallace  B.  Wilson, 
W.  I.  Wordell;  Newton  Center,  Irving  C.  Paul; 
Newton,  Lower  Falls,  H.  E.  Cahill,  M.  O. 
Nelson;  Northampton,  W.  A.  Clark,  Eugene 
McCarty;  Northboro,  George  H.  Felt;  North 
Adams,  R.  L.  Brown;  Pittsfield,  T.  N.  Enright. 
J.  H.  Henchy,  George  H.  Cooper;  William  A. 
Pierce,  Charles  Brown,  P.  J.  Carroll,  Victor 
Leclerc,  Herman  Kress,  Alfred  Kress,  George 
Theberge,  John  S.  Cross,  Alvin  L.  Hofmann, 
E.  J.  Scanlan;  Lowell,  D.  T.  Sullivan,  B.  Scan- 
jiell,  Jr;  Marlboro,  Fred  H.  Morse,  treasurer; 
Malden,  E.  E.  Neal;  Methuen,  John  S.  Tapley; 
Medway,  W.  L.  Palmer;  Marblehead,  John  S. 
Martin,  treasurer,  William  G.  Martin;  Milford, 
George  L.  Macuen,  P.  J.  Fallon,  Joseph  Bet¬ 
ters;  Readville,  W.  FI.  Sawtelle;  Sherburne 
Falls,  H.  W.  Ware,  H.  P.  Ware;  Somerville, 
H.  A.  Crawford,  president;  Spencer,  Lucien 
Hobbs;  Springfield,  G.  C.  Tait,  Charles  E. 
Halstead,  L.  W.  Halstead,  H.  C.  Pierson,  T.  J. 
Sullivan,  John  Chaplin,  M.,  A.  Maynard,  S. 
Richard  Carlisle,  F.  G.  Harder,  J.  D.  Harder, 
Samuel  F.  Punderson;  Southbridge,  E.  C.  El¬ 
lis;  Stockbridge,  Edward  T.  Hull;  Stoneham, 
W.  W.  Fisk;  Stoughton,  Cornelius  Murphy, 
Frank  A.  Vanston,  R.  D.  Porter;  Uxbridge, 
E.  S.  Farnum,  Eugene  Hoolahan,  George  Z. 
Taft;  Waltham,  Richard  Marcy;  Walpole, 
Frank  A.  Fisher,  R.  H.  Hartshorn;  Watertown, 
W.  H.  Pevear;  Webster,  L.  E.  Pattison;  West- 
boro.  H.  W.  Kimball;  West  Newton,  R.  E. 
Hatch;  West  Medford,  J.  E.  Ober;  William- 
sett,  J.  A.  Laframboise,  manager;  Worcester, 
Albert  S.  Boyd,  F.  G.  Perry,  Edward  J.  Do¬ 
herty,  L.  G.  White,  Berlin  White,  Edgar  M. 
Bond,  George  Fontaine,  V.  O.  Simard,  George 
E.  Copeland,  vice-president;  F.  E.  Powers, 
Hiram  S.  Powers. 

Connecticut — Baltic,  Frank  E.  Hull,  treas¬ 
urer;  Broad  Brook,  Lawrence  E.  Arnold, 
Thomas  Welch;  Brookfield,  A.  S.  Mansfield; 
Danbury,  Joseph  A.  Serre,  Paul  E.  Serre;  Glas¬ 
tonbury,  W.  G.  Phelps;  Hartford,  George  T. 
Price,  president;  E.  H.  Hemingway,  Clarence 
Belcher,  Carl  Kierstead;  G.  U.  Kierstead,  H.  C. 
Murless,  A.  R.  Brewer;  Jewett  City,  John  E. 
Green;  Meriden,  D.  J.  Roberts,  E.  E.  Sclnnel- 
zer;  Middletown,  Stephen  Kretzmer;  New 
Britain,  Edward  Bergman,  A.  Bouander;  New 
London,  C.  W.  Brown;  Putnam,  E.  C.  Kinney; 
Rockville,  W.  B.  Martin,  J.  J.  Schwartz,  W. 
Schwartz;  Simsbury,  A.  T.  Pattison;  South-' 
ington,  Frank  H.  Barnes,  William  R.  Miller; 
South  Manchester,  C.  E.  Seaman,  James 
Wright;  Torrington,  T.  A.  Flarty,  F.  B.  Kelly, 
T.  A.  Kelly,  E.  S.  Prince;  Unionville,  T.  S. 
Rourke,  S.  F.  Graham;  Waterbury,.  F.  G.  Hum¬ 
phrey,  Carl  E.  Humphrey,  Thomas  King; 
Windsor  Locks,  L.  H.  Barrett,  D.  F.  Leach, 
A.  B.  Stockwell;  Willimantic,  Harold  F.  Tay¬ 
lor,  L.  C.  Dimock. 

Vermont — Burlington,  N.  E.  Pierce;  Barton, 
R.  P.  Skinner;  Barre,  W.  W.  Calder;  Derby 
Line,  C.  H.  Kathan;  Montpelier,  C.  C.  Taft; 
Saxtons  River,  J.  F.  Alexander;  Springfield, 
George  C.  Shedd,  Carl  C.  Shedd;  St.  Albans, 
C.  A.  Bostwick. 

New  Hampshire — Ashuelot,  F.  L.  Felch;  Do¬ 
ver,  F.  M.  Bunker,  L.  A.  Scruton;  Keene,  Wil¬ 
liam  O.  Hutchins;  Lakeport,  J.  H.  Dow;  Man¬ 
chester,  M.  P.  Moore;  Peterboro,  A.  T.  Hovey, 
C.  H.  Perry;  Wilton,  George  G.  Blanchard. 

Rhode  Island — Newport,  FI.  Manuel,  Mr. 
Manchester;  Pawtucket,  George  E.  Shaw, 
Charles  H.  Brown,  T.  J.  McDuff,  T.  N.  McDuff, 
J.  T.  McDuff,  Henry  Vigeant. 
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Developments  of  the  Week  in  the  Retail  Trade.il ' 


Probably  no  subject  enters  so  vitally  into 
the  operation  of  a  coal  business,  especially  of 
a  retail  coal  yard,  as  the  making  of  contracts. 
Also  probably  no  question  is  less  understood, 
being  a  matter  of  law,  by  the  retail  coal  dealer, 
than  this  one  subject.  On  this  account  an  ad¬ 
dress  given  before  the  Chicago  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  in  Chicago  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  was  of  vital  importance  not  only  to 
the  members  of  the  Chicago  trade,  but  re¬ 
tailers  throughout  the  country. 

Frank  Hall  Childs,  professor  in  the  Chicago 
Business  Law  School  who  lectures  on  all 
forms  of  contracts,  gave  a  half-hour  talk  on 
the  subject  of  contracts.  He  said  in  the  first 
place  that  the  two  things  which  were  most 
necessary  in  drawing  up  a  contract  is  a  good 
imagination  and  a  knowledge  of  law.  He  be¬ 
lieved,  however,  that  an  imagination  was  the 
most  necessary  quality  because  after  a  con¬ 
tract  has  been  drawn  it  was  worth  while  to 
the  parties  to  a  contract  to  sit  down  and 
think  over  all  possibilities  and  all  the  accidents 
which  are  likely  to  occur  and  then  compare 
these  results  with  the  document  which  is  about 
to  be  signed.  He  said  under  ordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances  a  contract  went  through  without 
any  mishap,  but  it  was  where  accidents  and 
surprises  occurred  that  the  wording  of  the 
contract  was  of  most  value.  After  having 
summed  up  all  possibilities  of  the  document 
he  believed  the  next  essential  was  a  knowledge 
of  the  law  concerning  these  contracts  and 
hence  a  man  who  made  a  contract  should  be 
familiar  with  the  importance  of  the  various 
clauses  when  the  document  should  be  taken 
into  court. 

He  described  a  contract  as  a  document  the 
purport  of  which  is  to  gather  the  legal  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  parties.  He  declared  that  a 
contract  under  no  circumstances  could  be  held 
to  cover  the  latent  intentions,  but  rather  the 
apparent  intentions  of  both  parties.  In  this 
respect  in  construing  such  an  instrument  all 
parts  are  considered  together.  Under  such 
circumstances  one  part  of  the  contract  offsets 
another  part  of  the  contract,  or  elucidates  it. 

He  declared  that  any  man  who  draws  a 
contract  should  be  particularly  careful  to  avoid 
ambiguity,  that  is,  to  avoid  saying  anything 
which  could  be  interpreted  in  two  or  more 
ways.  He  said  that  this  was  particularly  im¬ 
portant  because  in  a  court  any  ambiguous 
language  is  always  used  against  the  man  who 
employes  it. 

He  called  attention  to  one  form  of  contract 
commonly  used  by  the  coal  dealers  which  calls 
for  the  “sale”  and  “delivery”  of  coal.  He  said 
that  under  ordinary  circumstances  the  word 
“delivery”  was  construed  in  law  to  mean  the 
turning  over  of  property  which  has  been  pur¬ 
chased  where  as  in  a  coal  contract  it  means  to 
“send”  the  coal.  He  declared  that  a  contract 
which  called  for  the  sending  of  coal  should 
read  for  the  “sale,  delivery  and  sending”  of 
coal.  He  called  attention  also  to  the  fact  that 
a  good  many  contracts  impose  an  obligation 
upon  the  purchaser  to  “receive”  the  coal, 
whereas  the  language  should  be  to  “accept” 
it,  since  a  man  may  accept  coal  and  not  receive 
it  and  receive  coal  and  not  accept  it  in  a  legal 
meaning  of  those  words.  If  a  man  accepts 
coal  it  means  in  the  law  that  he  has  approved 
of  the  coal  delivered  by  the  seller  and  if  he 
both  receives  and  accepts  the  coal  the  trans¬ 
action  is  absolutely  complete.  He  called  at¬ 
tention  also  to  contracts  which  contained  the 
word  “need.”  He  said  that  this  was  far  from 
satisfactory  in  a  legal  sense  because  the  man 
might  declare  that  he  did  not  need  the  coal. 
This  is  modified  where  a  factory  is  the  pur¬ 
chaser  and  does  need  a  certain  amount  of  coal 
to  keep  the  plant  in  operation,  hence  this  word 
“need”  might  be  construed  as  meaning  that 
the  purchaser  will  take,  from  a  single  concern, 
all  of  the  coal  which  it  requires  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  the  plant  in  operation.  In  that 
respect  the  company  agrees  to  take  from  a 
given  dealer  all  the  coal  that  is  necessary. 
However,  he  said  that  the  word  “need”  in  a 


contract  was  subject  to  so  many  modifications 
that  it  should  be  used  with  caution. 

He  called  attention  also  to  the  fact  that  a 
good  many  contracts  called  for  the  extra  service 
which  should  be  “charged”  to  the  consumer. 
He  said  the  average  coal  dealer  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  merely  charging  the  con¬ 
sumer  with  a  certain  amount  on  the  books  and 
leaving  that  amount  charged  indefinitely,  but 
the  contract  should  read  that  for  such  addition¬ 
al  services  an  additional  amount  “shall  be 
charged  by  the  seller  and  ‘paid’  by  the  con¬ 
sumer.” 


Iowa  Club  Picnic. 

The  third  annual  picnic  of  the  North  Iowa 
Coal  Club  was  held  this  year  at  Cedar  Lake 
on  June  19,  and  has  been  unanimously  voted 
the  best  so  far  in  the  history  of  the  club.  This 
organization  is  composed  of  substantial  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  northern  Iowa,  but  on  this  day 
the  black  diamonds  were  entirely  forgotten,  be¬ 
ing  replaced  by  wading  contests,  foot  races, 
ball  games,  rowing  contests  and  other  sports. 

About  the  most  interesting  thing  of  the  day 
was  the  wading  contest  between  the  ladies 
present.  This  was  won  by  Miss  Olive  Mott, 
daughter  of  the  president  of  the  club,  who 
waded  out  at  least  five  feet  further  than  her 
nearest  opponent.  The  boat  race  was  won  by 
Chauncey  Depew  Roberts  of  Mason  City, 
Iowa,  and  the  prize  was  a  rod  and  line.  The 
festivities  started  with  a  sail  about  the  lake, 
this  being  followed  by  an  open-air  banquet  at 
Fair  View.  Rev.  Moore  of  Clear  Lake  made 
the  address  of  welcome  and  this  was  responded 
to  by  President  Mott. 

Immediately  after  this  the  salesmen  and 
dealers  played  a  game  of  ball,  the  score  at  the 
end  of  five  innings  being  in  favor  of  the  sales¬ 
men — 10  to  8. 

One  of  the  best  treats  of  the  day  was  to  see 
Mr.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  Northwestern 
Coal  Dealers’  Association,  win  the  fat  men’s 
race.  Besides  this  he  won  the  water  carrying 
contest.  The  prize  for  the  race  was  a  hand¬ 
some  silk  umbrella.  Mrs.  Reeves  was  unsuc¬ 
cessful  in  winning  any  prizes,  but  was  second 
to  Miss  Mott  in  the  wading  contest.  Other 
winners  of  prizes  were:  Miss  Mabel  Clift  of 
Zearing,  Iowa,  who  won  the  ribbon  cutting 
contest;  Miss  Shellenberger  of  Dyersville,  la¬ 
dies  foot  race;  Mrs.  Beebe  of  Hampton,  the 
nail  driving  contest.  This  latter  contest  was 
participated  in  by  four  ladies,  the  winner  be¬ 
ing  awarded  a  beautiful  silver  souvenir  spoon. 

At  the  business  session,  held  in  the  open  air 
toward  the  close  of  the  day,  the  following  of¬ 
ficers  were  elected:  President,  Wallace  Wil¬ 
liams,  Mason  City;  vice-president,  W.  H. 
Hughes,  Clear  Lake;  secretary,  Henry  Clausen, 
Clear  Lake,  and  treasurer,  C.  F.  Fisher,  Mason 
City. 

The  day  was  ideal  for  a  picnic  consequently 
northern  Iowa  was  well  represented,  and,  in 
every  detail,  the  picnic  was  voted  a  success. 


The  Ohio  Association. 

Certificates  of  membership  have  been  issued 
to  the  following  concerns  by  the  Wholesale  & 
Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association  of  Ohio,  dur¬ 
ing  June:  Kallmerten  &  Baer,  Mansfield; 
Black  Fork  Coal  Company,  Black  Fork;  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Conrad,  Marysville;  E.  A.  Cole  &  Co., 
Columbus;  S.  Benton,  Raymond;  O.  M.  Clark. 
Cable;  Morrow  &  Licklider,  Piqua;  Oak  Har¬ 
bor  Fuel  ompany,  Oak  Harbor;  C.  E.  Grube 
Coal  Company,  Springfield;  O.  B.  Mowry, 
Tarlton. 

President  W.  F.  Voegele  of  Voegele  Bros., 
Mansfield,  who  was  re-elected  as  the  official 
head  of  the  association,  at  its  recent  state  con¬ 
vention,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was  too 
ill  to  be  present,  was  a  caller  at  association 
headquarters  in  Columbus  this  week.  He  has 
made  a  good  recovery  from  what  threatened 
to  be  a  very  serious  physical  crisis,  and  is 
looking  hale  and  hearty  once  more. 

O.  P.  Rank  of  Cleveland,  the  new  vice-presi¬ 


dent,  reported,  by  post,  to  headquarters  this 
week,  from  the  wilds  of  Michigan,  where  he 
is  enjoying  a  few  weeks  of  fixed  embrace  with 
nature.  He  will  emerge  into  civilization  again 
before  the  Buffalo  pow  wow,  where  he  is  down 
for  a  talk. 

Now  that  the  deck  is  cleared  of  the  many 
details  that  immediately  follow  the  state  con¬ 
vention,  plans  have  been  started  for  an  earnest 
and  enlarged  activity  in  association  work  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  year.  In  the  personel  of  its 
officers,  its  augmented  enthusiasm,  and  with 
improved  finances,  the  prospects  are  bright  for 
progress. 


New  Wholesale  Company. 

Harry  R.  Nielson  has  resigned  as  sales  manager 
of  the  Winifrede  Coal  Company,  as  exclusively 
announced  last  week  in  The  Black  Diamond, 
and  on  July  1  will  start  out  to  paddle  his  own 
canoe  as  president  and  manager  of  the  Nielson 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  a  new  corporation. 

Mr.  Nielson  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Wini¬ 
frede  Coal  Company  for  eighteen  years,  begin¬ 
ning  as  a  bookkeeper,  an  occupation  at  which  he 
is  an  expert.  In  1899  he  was  sent  out  on  the  road 
as  a  salesman  and  in  1903  he  was  promoted  to  the 


Harry  R.  Neilson. 


position  of  sales  agent,  in  full  charge  of  all  the 
sales  of  the  company.  At  his  solicitation  the 
company  bought  the  output  of  several  mines  other 
than  their  own,  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  Mr.  Niel¬ 
son’s  salary  was  boosted  to  $5,000  a  year  with  a 
contract  that  has  considerable  time  yet  to  run. 
This  contract  was  set  aside  amicably  at  Mr.  Niel¬ 
son’s  request.  Flarry  R.  Nielson  is  known 
throughout  the  coal  trade  as  one  of  the  real  hus¬ 
tlers.  His  sales  of  398,000  tons  of  coal  last  year 
prove  this  conclusively.  He  has  arranged  for  a 
suite  of  offices  in  the  First  National  Bank  build¬ 
ing  in  this  city,  and  will  start  in  business  for 
himself  July  1.  He  has  many  friends  who  wish 
him  great  success. 


Statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  lines  east  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Erie  (in  tons),  for  the  week  end¬ 
ing  June  13,  1908,  and  comparisons  follow : 

1908.  1907.  Decrease. 

Week  ended  June  13 _  859,840  1,204,824  344,984 

Year  to  date . 19,940,519  20,254,754  6,814,235 


Vice-President  Wauklyn,  of  the  Dominion  Coal 
Company,  after  inspection  of  the  company’s  mines, 
says  that  from  the  proven  seams  the  company 
will  be  able  to  take  4,000,000  tons  a  year  for  a 
hundred  years. 
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The  opening  of  the  lake  trade  for  this  year  and  the 
Future  of  the  expression  of  fear  that  the  eastern  coal  territory  will 

Lake  Coal  Trade  not  as  muc^  coa^  to  ^ie  northwest  as  heretofore 
calls  attention  strongly  to  the  possible  future  of  the 
eastern  coals  in  the  northwestern  market.  The  fear  has  been  expressed 
frequently  that  if  the  northwest  did  not  get  coal  from  Ohio,  western 
Pennsylvania  and  ^Vest  Virginia  a  serious  shortage  would  be  encoun¬ 
tered.  The  northwest,  however,  seems  to  have  no  grave  alarm,  relying, 
in  part,  upon  all-rail  coal  from  Illinois  and  Indiana,  in  part  on  shipments 
from  Iowa,  and  with  a  growing  disposition  to  look  toward  Wyoming  for 
some  of  the  coal  used  in  the  Dakotas  and  western  Minnesota. 

Northwestern  markets  will  not  always  be  able  to  rely  for  coal  upon 
the  eastern  fields.  Industrial  activity  in  and  around  Pittsburgh  is  de¬ 
manding  an  ever  increasing  amount  of  coal.  Moreover,  with  every  fail¬ 
ure  of  anthracite  coal  to  meet  all  eastern  demands,  more  reliance  is 
placed  upon  bituminous  coals  coming  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  Vir¬ 
ginias.  It  can  be  expected  that  in  the  course  of  time  almost  the  entire 
output  from  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  West  Virginia  will  be  used  either 
in  that  immediate  territory,  in  the  east  or  in  southern  Canada.  The  great 
northwestern  market,  which  is  at  least  1,500  miles  from  the  eastern  coal 
fields,  will  have  to  rely  upon  the  coal  deposits  nearer  home.  It  may  be 
expected  that  Illinois  and  Indiana  will  have  a  constantly  broadening  mar¬ 
ket  in  the  northwest.  It  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  that  production  in 
Wyoming  is  increasing.  Recent  developments  have  shown  the  existence, 
there,  of  enormous  coal  deposits  of  high  quality,  and  the  surplus  output 
from  that  field  will  have  to  find  a  market  somewhere,  preferably  in  the 
communities  that  are  growing  up  around  the  agricultural  sections  of 
Minnesota,  the  Dakotas,  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan. 

Coal  consumers  are  beginning  to  learn  that  practically  any  quality  of 
coal  can  be  consumed  if  the  methods  of  combustion  are  proper.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  west  can  be  relied  upon  to  adopt  the  proper  methods  of  com¬ 
bustion,  hence  it  would  not  be  out  of  reason  to  expect  the  west  to  use 
western  coal  instead  of  eastern,  especially  when  the  latter  operators  have 
a  better  market  nearer  home. 


The  coal  trade  of  Illinois  is  just  now  annoyed  by  a 
Planning  for  law  recently  placed  on  the  statute  books  which,  in 
the  Future.  some  respects,  is  wholly  unreasonable.  The  legis¬ 
lators  have  enacted  a  law  providing  for  the  issu¬ 
ance  of  certificates  to  practical  miners.  This  was  passed  at  the  behest  of 
the  labor  unions,  the  legislators  being  so  willing  to  appease  them  that 
they  did  not  stop  to  consider  that  the  law  would  place  a  burden  upon  the 
operators  and  miners  alike  by  practically  compelling  the  closing  of  the 
mines  until  certificates  to  the  miners  could  be  issued.  If  the  law  were  to 
be  rigidly  enforced,  at  the  outset,  it  would  close  the  mines  from  thirty 
to  a  hundred  days.  I  his  is  what  might  be  called  legislation  inimical  to 
the  coal  trade. 

Laws  of  this  kind  are  sure  to  recur  unless  there  is  a  radical  change 
in  the  methods  of  both  miners  and  operators.  In  the  past  the  operator 
has  striven  to  get  all  from  the  miner  that  he  could  by  fair  means  or 
otherwise.  This  forced  the  miner  to  adopt  similar  tactics.  In  the  past 
the  operator  has  not  been  averse  to  getting  his  wishes  placed  upon  the 


statute  books.  The  miner  found  this  to  be  a  good  method,  and  so  he  op¬ 
posed  the  money  of  the  operator  by  the  votes  of  the  miners.  The  tide 
turned  in  favor  of  votes  rather  than  of  money,  and  in  the  last  few  years 
it  has  been  a  favorite  form  of  political  diversion  to  attack  the  money  in¬ 
terests  wherever  possible.  The  result  of  the  old  system  has  been  such 
laws  as  that  which  has  just  been  placed  on  the  statute  books.  While  the 
primary  object  of  it  was  to  appease  the  miner,  the  secondary  and  unfore¬ 
seen  result  was  to  embarrass  him. 

The  measures  adopted  have  been  wrong  and  the  results  have  reacted 
upon  the  heads  of  those  who  used  them.  If  such  things  are  to  be  cor¬ 
rected  in  future  it  is  necessary  for  miner  and  operator  to  adopt  different 
tactics.  This  thing  of  going  to  the  legislature  whenever  either  side  has 
been  unsuccessful  in  a  business  conflict  should  be  done  away  with  in¬ 
stantly.  Both  sides  will  find  it  to  advantage  to  deal  fairly.  Each  coming 
down  to  a  basis  of  square  dealing,  it  is  apparent  that  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  this  inimical  legislation.  There  is  only  one  way  in  which 
this  desirable  result  can  be  accomplished — through  arbitration.  To  be 
sure,  arbitration  means  a  compromise,  and  to  be  sure  the  result  is  not 
always  pleasing  to  both  sides.  It  would  seem,  however,  that  arbitration 
is  more  satisfactory  in  the  long  run  than  an  appeal  to  politicians,  espe¬ 
cially  if  they  are  going  to  play  fast  and  loose  with  business  questions  and 
work  always  In  the  interest  of  those  who  have  the  most  votes. 

In  all  big  questions  it  is  best  to  look  at  the  natural  trend  of  affairs 
and  to  the  possible  future  outcome  rather  than  to  the  immediate  advan¬ 
tage.  The  point  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  if  the  coal  operator  wants  to 
avoid  having  an  injustice  done  in  the  future  he  has  to  act  with  justice 
and  fairness  today. 


Complete  returns,  as  compiled  by  Edward  W.  Parker 
Coal  Output  for  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  show  a  total 

Last  Year  coa-l  outPut  f°r  the  nation  in  1907  of  over  480,000, 
000  tons,  with  indications  that  the  production  would 
have  been  500,000,000  tons  but  for  the  depression  of  business  in  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December.  The  value  of  this  coal  was  over  $614,000,000  at  the 
mines.  As  compared  with  1906  the  increase  in  tonnage  was  60,292,000 
plus,  or  16.01  per  cent.  The  increase  in  value  was  $101,751,740,  or  19.83 
per  cent.  The  average  price  of  the  bituminous  coal  was  $1.14  at  the 
mines,  compared  with  $1.11  in  1906  and  $1.06  in  1905.  The  average 
price  of  the  anthracite  at  the  mines  was  $2.15  for  1907,  as  compared 
with  $2.06  in  1906. 

Since  coal  production  is  the  underlying  industry,  entering  all  phases 
of  commercial  life,  the  growth  in  production  may  be  said  to  indicate  the 
increase  in  our  commercial  activity.  It  does  not  measure  expansion  ac¬ 
curately,  because  improved  methods  of  combustion  are  being  used,  and 
consequently  more  energy  is  created  today  with  a  given  amount  of  coal 
than  ever  before.  Also  the  use  of  hydro  electric  power  is  increasing, 
hence  coal  is  supplanted  to  some  extent,  but  this  fact  makes  all  the  more 
important  the  coal  output  as  an  indication  of  how  the  country  is  growing. 

The  increase  in  the  average  price  of  the  coal  af  the  mine  might  be 
construed  as  showing  that  the  control  of  the  coal  property  is  becoming 
centralized.  A  more  vital  fact  is  that  the  coal  prices  have  advanced  on 
the  average  regardless  of  a  marked  reduction  in  such  states  as  Indiana 
and  Illinois.  The  general  result  shows  that  the  territorial  development 
in  Indiana  and  Illinois  is  out  of  harmony  with  that  of  the  nation.  The 
most  significant  thing  about  the  advance  in  the  average  price  of  coal  is 
the  willingness  of  the  consumers  to  pay  more  for  the  commodity  today 
when,  with  improved  methods  of  combustion,  they  get  more  power  from 
the  coal  consumed. 

It  is  important  that  the  increase  in  bituminous  output  is  out  of  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  increase  in  anthracite,  even  for  the  domestic  purposes. 
While  anthracite  shows  an  enormous  increase,  bituminous  domestic  coal 
output  is  growing  even  more  rapidly.  The  broadening  of  the  domestic 
market  is  accounted  for  in. part  by  the  fact  that  agricultural  communi¬ 
ties,  heretofore  relying  on  the  wood  supply,  are  now  in  a  position  to 
buy  coal  and  prefer  to  use  it  and  save  the  timber. 


Lincoln  Steffens  is  modest.  He  admits,  shyly,  that  he  knows  poli¬ 
tics.  He  is  now  out,  at  this  crisis  in  the  national  affairs,  with  some  new 
magazine  articles  on  what  is  the  matter  with  America  and  how  to  remedy 
it.  He  becomes  so  modest  in  expressing  his  opinion  that  he  evades  the 
subject  and  pities  the  political  ignorance  of  Roosevelt,  Taft  and  LaFol- 
lette,  probably  because  they  are  merely  and  respectively  president,  presi¬ 
dential  candidate  and  presidential  possibility.  If  such  writers  were 
really  sincere  in  their  criticism  of  conditions  they  should  know  not  only 
what  is  wrong  but  what  to  do  about  it.  If  they  do  not  know,  it  would 
seem  to  be  to  the  public  good  that  they  keep  quiet. 
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Immunity  Given  Operators. 


Illinois  coal  mines  will  not  be  compelled 
to  close  down  on  July  1st.  because  of  the 
law  which  demands  that  the  miners  shall 
have  certificates.  This  is  the  result  of  a  hear¬ 
ing  given  the  miners  and  operators  on  Tuesday 
of  this  week  by  Governor  Deneen  and  the 
Attorney  General. 

The  operators  have  not  been  promised  in¬ 
definite  immunity  from  the  provisions  of  the 
act  demanding  certificates  to  miners,  nor  is  it 
unqualified.  The  Governor  of  the  state  de¬ 
clared  that  if  the  miners  and  operators  would 
get  to  work  instantly  to  issuing  the  certificates 
and  would  make  all  possible  haste  to  comply 
with  the  law,  he  and  the  Attorney  General 
would  see  that  they  were  not  molested  before 
the  work  of  examination  was  completed.  He 
seemed  to  realize  the  predicament  in  which 
the  coal  operators  were  placed  and  came  to 
their  relief  quickly. 

Although  not  so  specified  in  the  law,  the 
bill  creating  a  commission  of  miners  in  each 
county  in  the  state  of  Illinois  to  issue  certifi¬ 
cates  to  practical  miners  will  go  into  effect  on 
the  first  of  July.  After  the  commissioners  are 
qualified  and  organized,  they  will  begin  the 
examination  of  the  miners.  The  law  prohibits 
any  mine  owner  to  employ  any  miner  who  has 
not  a  certificate,  the  minimum  penalty  being 
$100  and  the  maximum  $500  and  six  months 
in  jail.  Under  the  circumstances  no  mine 
operator  was  expected  to  operate  his  mine  until 
all  of  the  miners  were  given  certificates.  That 
meant  that,  under  a  strict  interpretation  of 
the  law,  the  mines  would  have  been  closed 
down  on  the  first  of  July  and  kept  closed 
until  the  certificates  were  issued. 

On  Tuesday  of  this  week  a  committee  from 
the  operators  and  miners  went  to  ask  the  At¬ 
torney'  General  and  Governor  to  grant  im¬ 
munity  from  prosecution  until  the  certificates 
could  be  issued,  in  compliance  with  the  law. 
The  Governor  saw  the  predicament  of  both 
sides  and  granted  the  desired  immunity.  With¬ 
out  this  aid  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  any  of  the  mines  to  get  along  with  a 
shut-down  of  less  than  thirty  days,  while  in 
some  counties  the  mines  would  have  been 
closed  down  from  three  to  four  months.  This 
would  have  taken  the  entire  productive  capac¬ 
ity  of  the  Illinois  mines  out  of  the  market  dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  summer  and  part  of 
the  fall,  when  the  trade  most  needs  the  output 
to  prevent  a  fuel  shortage  next  winter. 

This  situation  was  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Governor  and  the  Attorney  General 
as  an  argument  to  secure  the  modification  of 
the  provision  of  the  statute.  Evidently  the 
legislators  who  put  this  measure  on  the  stat¬ 
ute  books  either  had  no  information  or  no 
imagination,  and  consequently  could  not  fore¬ 
see  the  consequences  of  the  peculiar  word¬ 
ing  of  their  measures,  which  gave  no  time  be¬ 
tween  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners 
and  the  time  when  certificates  had  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  miners. 


A  few  examples  only  are  necessary  to  show 
the  possible  influence  of  this  legislation  upon 
mine  operators  in  certain  counties.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  report  for  1906  shows  that  in 
Sangamon  county  there  were  4,24.1  miners  em¬ 
ployed.  In  Vermillion  county  the  same  year 
4,426  miners  were  employed  and  in  William¬ 
son  county  the  same  year  were. 3, 330.  All  of 
these  have  been  increased  very  materially 
within  the  last  two  years,  so  that  Sangamon 
county  today  has  at  least  4,500  miners,  while 
Vermillion  county  has  at  least  4,750  miners 
and  Williamson  county  at  least  3,750.  With¬ 
out  taking  into  consideration  the  increase  in 
miners  and  merely  computing  on  the  basis 
of  those  that  were  employed  in  1906,  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  literal  interpretation  would  be  as 
follows : 

It  would  take  at  least  fifteen  minutes  for 
each  miner  to  answer  the  twelve  questions 
orally  and  have  the  certificate  issued.  These 
questions,  it  must  be  remembered,  have  to  be 
reported  by  a  stenographer  and  kept  as  part  of 
the  record  of  office.  With  one  miner  getting 
a  certificate  every  fifteen  minutes,  only  four 
could  be  heard  in  an  hour  or  thirty-two  per 
working  day.  Four  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  having  to  be  examined  before 
all  of  the  miners  would  be  back  at  work  in 
Sangamon  county  would  require  about  132 
days.  That,  of  course,  is  provided  the  ex¬ 
aminers  operated  like  clock  work  and  kept  at 
it  incessantly  for  eight  hours  every  day.  That, 
of  course,  is  an  impossibility.  It  will  take 
at  least  140  days,  if  not  longer,  to  examine 
the  miners  in  Sangamon  county  alone.  On 
the  same  basis  it  would  take  138  actual  work¬ 
ing  days  in  Vermillion  county  and  104  in 
Williamson  county.  The  138  days  in  Ver¬ 
million  county  would  very  easily  be  stretched 
to  150  and  the  104  days  in  Williamson  county 
would  very  easily  be  stretched  to  115.  That 
would  have  meant  a  four  months’  suspension 
for  the  mines  in  these  three  counties  with 
a  corresponding  suspension  in  all  other  coun¬ 
ties  of  the  state. 

Taking  the  minimum  fine  of  $100  for  each 
offense  and  assuming  that  a  mine  had  one 
thousand  employes,  it  could  very  easily  have 
occurred  that  if  the  mine  operator  had  worked 
his  mine  in  defiance  of  the  law  he  could  have 
been  assessed  a  fine  equal  to  $100,000  a  day, 
since  each  day  constitutes  a  separate  offense 
and  each  miner  operating  without  a  certificate 
constitutes  a  separate  offense.  Under  the 
circumstances  no  mine  operator  in  the  state 
would  have  operated  unless  his  miners  had 
certificates,  had  the  Governor  not  given  the 
most  positive  assurance  of  immunity  from 
prosecution  for  a  time.  Governor  Deneen  and 
the  Attorney  General  did  not  care  to  have 
themselves  blamed  for  a  coal  shortage  next 
winter  and  so  they  suspended  the  provision 
of  this  act  until  after  the  miners  shall  have 
been  examined  and  certificates  issued. 


Total  Coal  Production  in  1907. 


Practically  complete  returns  to  Mr.  Edward  W. 
Parker,  statistician  in  charge  of  the  division  of 
mineral  resources,  United  States  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey,  show  that  the  production  of  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal  in  1907  amounted  to  480,450,042 
short  tons,  valued  at  $614,831,549,  against  414,- 
157,278  short  tons,  valued  at  $513,079,809,  in  1906. 
The  increase  in  production  in  1907  over  1906  was 
66,292,764  short  tons,  or  16.01  per  cent  in  quantity, 
and  $101,751,740,  or  19.83  per  cent  in  value. 

Of  this  large  production  in  1907,  76,432,421 
long  tons,  or  85,604,312  short  tons,  were  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  from  Pennsylvania.  In  1906  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  was  63,645,010 
long  tons,  or  71,282,411  short  tons,  valued  at 
$131,917,694,  so  that  the  increase  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  hard  coal  in  1907  amounted  to  12,787,411 
long  tons,  or  14,321,901  short  tons,  with  an  in¬ 
crease  in  value  of  $31,666,362. 


The  total  production  of  bituminous  coal  in  1907 
was  394,845,730  short  tons,  valued  at  $451,247,493, 
an  increase  over  1906,  when  the  production 
amounted  to  342,874,867  short  tons,  of  51,970,863 
short  tons,  or  15.16  per  cent.  'The  value  of  the 
bituminous  production  increased  from  $381,162,- 
115  in  1906  to  $451,247,493  in  1907,  a  gain  of 
$70,085,378,  or  18.39  per  cent. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  depressed  condition  of 
the  iron  and  steel  trade,  which  followed  the 
financial  depression  of  October,  1907,  the  coal 
production  for  that  year  would  undoubtedly  have 
exceeded  a  total  of  500,000,000  tons,  and  the 
value  would  probably  have  exceeded  $650,000,000. 

The  average  price  for  bituminous  coal  at  the 
mines  in  1907  was  $1.14,  against  $1.11  in  1906  and 
$1.06  in  1905.  The  average  price  in  1907  was 
higher  than  that  in  any  other  recent  year  except 
1903,  when  prices  were  abnormally  high  because 


of  the  famine  produced  by  the  great  anthracite 
strike  in  1902.  The  average  value  of  the  anthra¬ 
cite  produced  in  1907  was  $2.14  per  long  ton,  as 
against  $2.05  in  1906. 

Another  interesting  feature  in  connection  with 
the  coal  mining  industry  in  1907  was  the  re-estab¬ 
lishment  of  Illinois  in  second  place  as  a  coal- 
producing  state,  its  production  in  1906  having 
been  exceeded  by  that  of  West  Virginia. 

Pennsylvania  continued  to  outrank  all  of  the 
other  states  in  coal  production,  for  in  addition  to 
the  85,604,312  tons  of  anthracite  produced  in  that 
state  in  1907,  there  were  also  150,321,437  tons  of 
bituminous  coal,  making  a  total  of  nearly  236,- 
000,000  short  tons  for  Pennsylvania  alone.  The 
value  of  Pennsylvania’s  total  coal  production — 
anthracite  and  bituminous — in  1907  was  $319,421,- 
826.  The  value  of  the  coal  production  of  Illinois 
in  1907  was  $54,687,382.  The  total  value  of  the 
coal  product  of  these  two  states  exceeded  by  about 
$10,000,000  the  value  of  the  total  mineral  product 
of  the  United  States  in  1880. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value 
of  the  coal  production  in  the  United  States  in 
1907,  by  states : 


State. 

Short  Tons 

Value 

Alabama  . 

.  14,250,454 

$  18,405,468 

Arkansas  . 

4.473,693 

California  and  Alaska . 

.  24,089 

91,813 

C  olorado  . 

.  10,790,236 

15,079,449 

Georgia  . 

499,686 

Idaho  . 

.  *7,588 

*31,119 

Illinois  . 

54,687,382 

Indiana  . 

15,114,300 

Iowa  . 

12,258,012 

Kansas  . 

*  11,159,698 

Kentucky  . 

1  1.405,038 

Maryland  . 

.  5,532,628 

0,623,697 

Michigan  . 

.  2,035,858 

3,660,833 

Missouri  . 

.  3,906,294 

6,399,616 

Montana  . 

3,907,082 

New  Mexico  . 

.  2,628,959 

3,832,128 

North  Dakota  . 

.  347,760 

560,199 

Ohio  . 

35,324,746 

Oklahoma  (Ind.  T. ) . 

.  3,642,658 

7,433,914 

( )regon  . 

166,304 

Pennsylvania — 

Anthracite  . 

.  85,604,312 

163,584,056 

Bituminous  . 

. 150,321,437 

155,837,770 

Tennessee  . 

8,490,334 

Texas  . 

2,778,811 

1  tali  . 

.  1,947,607 

2,959,769 

Virginia  . 

.  4,710,895 

4,807,533 

Washington  . 

.  3,680,532 

7,679,801 

West  Virginia  . 

.  48,091,583 

47,846,630 

Wyoming  . 

9,732,068 

Total  . 480,150,042  $614,831,54!) 

‘Includes  production  of  Nebraska  and  Nevada. 


Great  Britain’s  production  of  coal  in  1907  was 
267,828,276  long  tons,  or  299,969,669  short  tons, 
and  Great  Britain  is  the  second  coal-producing 
country  of  the  world.  The  coal  production  of  the 
United  States  in  1907  exceeded  by  180,480,373 
short  tons,  or  more  than  60  per  cent  that  of  the 
British  Isles.  It  was  more  than  double  that  of 
Germany,  and  was  equal  to  40  per  cent  of  the 
total  coal  production  of  the  world. 


To  Remove  “Bug  Dust.” 


The  State  Mining  Department  of  Ohio,  has 
issued  the  following  notice  to  all  mine  op¬ 
erators,  mine  superintendents  and  mine  bosses, 
operating  or  having  charge  of  mines  in  Ohio: 

“On  and  after  July  1,  1908,  all  mining  ma¬ 
chine  cuttings,  or  what  is  known  as  ‘bug  dust,’ 
must  be  sent  out  of  the  mine,  and  no  portion 
of  it  can  be  thrown  back  in  any  room  or 
working  place  or  used  as  ballast  on  any  track 
or  haulway  in  any  part  of  the  mine. 

“The  law  requires  that  any  entry  or  airway  in 
any  mine  which  becomes  so  dry  that  the  volume 
of  air  is  liable  to  become  charged  with  dust, 
that  whoever  is  operating  said  mine  as  owner, 
lessee,  agent,  or  in  any  capacity, .  shall  have 
such  entry  or  airway  thoroughly  sprayed  and 
sprinkled  with  water,  or  cleaned  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  air  will  not  become  charged 
with  dust.  The  same  law  makes  it  imperative 
that  the  inspector  must  not  allow  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  dust  in  any  mine. 

“The  specific  penalty  for  failure  to  comply 
with  this  provision  of  the  mining  law  is  a  fine 
of  from  $200  to  $500  in  each  conviction. 

“Notice  is  hereby  given  that  every  mine  in¬ 
spector  will  prosecute  to  the  fullest  extent 
every  case  of  violation  coming  to  his  attention 
on  and  after  the  above-named  date.  (Signed.) 
George  Harrison,  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines. 
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[News  Local  to  Chicago. 


C.  M.  Olson  of  Manitowoc,  was  calling  on 
the  trade  this  week. 

M.  R.  Kelly  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  left 
last  Sunday  for  Newfoundland  where  he  will 
spend  a  months’  vacation. 

H.  Halenza,  formerly  with  the  West  Virginia 
&  Western  Coal  Company,  has  organized  The 
Central  Fuel  Company,  with  offices  at  No.  1467 
State  street. 

W.  D.  Preston,  western  manager  of  M.  A. 
Hanna  &  Co.,  of  the  Fisher  building,  made  a 
trip  to  Milwaukee  and  into  the  northwest  this 
week  in  the  interest  of  the  trade. 

J.  M.  Christy,  president  of  the  Christy  Box 
Car  Loader  Company,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
passed  through  Chicago  last  week  on  his  way 
home  after  spending  a  vacation  in  Michigan. 

W.  S.  Roberts  of  Buffalo,  sales  agent  for 
Williams  &  Peters,  passed  through  Chicago 
tiffs  week  on  his  way  back  to  the  “Bison  City” 
after  visiting  the  docks  at  upper  lake  ports. 

Clark  T.  Roberts  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
rush  to  supply  the  docks  will  bring  about  a 
serious  congestion  in  the  fall  and  make  a 
heavy  increase  in  the  all  rail  tonnage  to  sup¬ 
ply  in  the  needs  of  the  northwest. 

Burt  J.  Simpson,  on  June  12,  was  duly  ad¬ 
judicated  bankrupt  and  the  first  meeting  of 
his  creditors  will  be  held  at  the  office  of  Sid¬ 
ney  C.  Eastman,  referee  in  bankruptcy,  No. 
907  Monadnock  block,  June  30,  at  10:30  a.m. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
National  Mining  Company,  Merchants  Loan 
&  Trust  building,  it  was  decided  to  sell  the 
operation  at  El  Dorado,  Ill.,  to  the  Harrisburg 
Southern  Coal  Company.  George  A.  Van  Dyke 
will  continue  to  manage  the  property. 

U.  C.  Hatch,  connected  with  the  Pittsburgh 
&  Ohio  Mining  Company,  with  headquarters 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  on  Tues¬ 
day  and  Wednesday  calling  on  the  trade,  but 
really  coming  here  to  close  a  business  trans¬ 
action  with  Arthur  MacBride  of  the  Mac- 
Bride  Coal  &  Coke  Company. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  Company  with  headquarters  in  the 
Union  Trust  building,  Cincinnati,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  last  week  attending  the  Republican  con¬ 
vention.  Mr.  Benedict,  like  most  Cincin¬ 
natians,  is  an  ardent  admirer  of  Mr.  Taft  and 
was  pleased  with  the  nomination  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

T.  E.  Ford,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  O.  S.  Richardson  Coal  Company  at 
the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  company.  Mr.  Ford  was  formerly  connected 
with  the  general  office  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal 
Company  in  Philadelphia,  having  been  actively 
identified  with  that  company  since  January  1, 
1904. 

R.  O.  Sharon  has  resigned  his  position  as 
city  ticket  agent  at  Peoria  for  the  Iowa  Central 
and  C.  P.  &  St.  L.  railways  and  will  manage 
a  branch  office  at  Peoria  for  the  Jones  & 
Adams  Coal  Company.  In  addition  to  his  long 
experience  in  railroad  affairs  Mr.  Sharon  at 
one  time  was  manager  for  the  East  Cuba  Coal 
Mining  Company. 

The  Clinton  Coal  Company  with  sales  offices 
in  the  Old  Colony  building,  but  with  opera¬ 
tions  at  Clinton,  Ind.,  has  closed  down  its 
No.  2  mine  for  repairs.  This  company  has 
three  mines,  the  No.  3  having  been  recently 
opened  and,  of  course,  having  up  to  date 
equipment.  _  Last  spring  the  No.  1  mine  was 
equipped  with  electric  haulage  and  now  the 
No.  2  mine  is  closed  down  while  electric 
haulage  is  being  installed. 

On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  this  week 
the  Illinois  Railway  &  Warehouse  Commission 
held  a  hearing  in  the  Counselman  building  at 
which  the  railroads  protested  against  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  rule  23  as  amended  by  the  commission. 
The  railroads  objected  strenuously  to  some  of 
the  phraseology  in  this  rule  and  tried  to  pur- 
suade  the  commission  to  change  its  wording. 
The  coal  men  and  shippers  generally  did  not 
object  to  some  corrections  desired  by  the 
railroads,  but  they  did  object  to  any  change  in 
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the  rule  which  would  alter  the  switching 
charges  proposed  by  the  commission.  One  of 
the  speakers  before  the  commission  was  Mayor 
Busse  who  made  a  strong  talk  in  favor  of  the 
shippers  of  Chicago,  his  presentation  of  the 
case  being  especially  satisfactory  to  the  coal 
trade.  The  commission  has  not  yet  made  a 
final  decision  on  this  matter,  but  will  probably 
do  so  in  a  short  time. 

E.  L.  Wolford,  secretary-treasurer  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  United  Fourth  Vein  Coal 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  Indianapolis, 
was  a  caller  on  the  coal  trade  in  Chicago  this 
week.  He  said  that  conditions  in  Indiana  are 
not  altogether  satisfactory  because  the  de¬ 
mand  for  domestic  coal  is  not  as  lively  as  it 
is  ordinarily  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  operators  can  not  produce  with 
profit  the  steam  coal  which  is  really  required 
by  the  trade. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  Secretary  Hickox  of  the 
Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  made  a  short  address  in  which  he 
expressed  a  desire  that  the  coal  dealers  of 
Chicago  should  co-operate  with  the  operators 
in  the  matter  of  their  fire  insurance.  Arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  to  handle  this  matter 
through  the  office  of  Commissioner  Hallock 
and  it  is  altogether  probable  that  the  outcome  will 
be  satisfactory. 

Indications  are  that  there  will  be  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  coke  trade  of  Chicago  in 
the  next  few  weeks.  The  big  buyers  have  been 
holding  off  waiting  for  some  action  on  the 
part  of  the  eastern  buyers  which  would  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  market  is  going  to  jump.  This 
week  the  report  came  from  Pittsburgh  that 
some  of  the  biggest  foundry  interests  had 
closed  contracts  for  200,000  tons  of  Connells- 
ville  coke  on  the  basis  of  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens 
for  foundry,  or  72-hour  coke.  It  is  now  ex¬ 
pected  that  some  of  the  biggest  consumers 
of  foundry  coke  in  Chicago  and  vicinity  will 
begin  to  lay  in  their  supply  against  the  need 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  foundries  now  are 
disposed  to  Diace  contracts  running  from  the 
first  of  July  this  year  until  the  first  of  July 
next  year. 


Eastern  Developments. 


Archibald  Law,  treasurer  of  the  Temple  Iron 
Company,  Scranton,  was  a  visitor  to  the  New 
York  coal  trade  this  week. 

William  S.  Wolle,  general  eastern  sales  agent 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  at  No. 
143  Liberty  street,  New  York,  is  spending  his 
vacation  at  the  Jersey  seashore  resorts. 

John  B.  Davis,  superintendent  of  the  Ply¬ 
mouth  Coal  Company,  Plymouth,  Pa.,  sailed 
last  Thursday  on  the  Cedric  for  England.  Mr. 
Davis  will  visit  his  old  home  in  Wales. 

The  Department  of  Docks  and  Ferries,  New 
York  City,  will  open  bids  on  next  Tuesday, 
June  30th,  for  supplying  the  department  with 
pea  coal  for  use  in  their  ferry  service. 

The  plant  of  the  Tamaqua  Manufacturing 
Company,  builders  of  breaker  machinery,  at 
Tamaqua,  Pa.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  entailing  a  loss  of  about  $200,000. 

Ralph  Lewers,  treasurer  of  A.  W.  Hillebrand  & 
Co.,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  is  away  on  his 
vacation.  Last  week  he  attended  commence¬ 
ment  at  Darthmouth  College,  where,  several 
years  ago,  he  took  his  degree. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Department  of 
Mines  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  covering 
the  bituminous  operations,  is  now  being  pre¬ 
pared,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  ready 
for  distribution  this  summer. 

C.  W.  White  and  Henry  Faber,  Jr.,  of  the 
New  York  sales  office,  and  P.  H.  Williams,  the 
Elizabethport  shipper  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  & 
Navigation  Company,  attended  the  convention 
of  the  Pennsylvania  retail  coal  dealers  at  Allen¬ 
town,  Pa.,  this  week. 

Edward  Brevoort,  Jr.,  of  F.  A.  Potts  &  Co., 
New  York,  took  his  family  to  Cape  Cod  last 
week,  where  (hey  have  taken  a  cottage  for  the 


summer.  Mr.  Brevoort  will  make  weekly 
trips  to  the  cape,  where  he  is  establishing  a 
record  as  a  yachtsman. 

The  Brooklyn  Union  Coal  Company  is  hav¬ 
ing  eight  600-ton  coal  barges  built  by  the 
Southern  Shipbuilding  Company,  at  Totten- 
ville,  S.  I.,  one  of  which  is  now  ready  for 
commission.  The  boats  will  cost  the  company 
between  $40,000  and  $50,000. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company 
has  commenced  work  on  a  new  shaft  at  Broad 
Mountain,  near  Tamaqua.  Recently  a  force 
of  men  were  put  at  work  at  this  point  to 
prove  the  vein  and  arrange  the  preliminary 
work.  The  vein  has  been  found  and  the  work 
of  sinking  the  shaft  will  be  pushed  with  all 
haste. 

On  Monday,  June  29,  the  Luzerne  County, 
Pennsylvania,  commissioners  will  commence 
hearings  to  determine  the  appeals  of  the  coal 
companies  in  that  county  against  the  increased 
assessments  for  taxation.  The  issue  between 
the  companies  and  the  county  commissioners  is 
to  determine  the  amount  of  coal  owned  by  the 
companies  in  the  county,  and  what  is  a  just 
tax  rate  to  put  upon  it. 

On  Monday,  in  Washington,  bids  were 
opened  ot  the  Navy  Department  for  furnishing 
Pocahontas,  New  River  or  big  vein  George’s 
Creek  bituminous  coal,  9,000  tons  to  go  to 
Samoa,  and  20,000  tons  to  go  to  Honolulu. 
The  Samoan  contract  was  obtained  by  J.  J. 
Hobbs,  whose  bid  was  $7.04,  c.  i.  f.  The 
Honolulu  contract  went  to  Erick  G.  Lind,  who 
bid  $7.26,  c.  i.  f.  Honolulu. 

At  the  opening  session  of  the  convention  of 
Railway  Master  Mechanics  at  Atlantic  City 
this  week,  the  principal  subject  discussed  was 
the  efficacy  of  smoke  consumers.  One  expert 
declared  that  any  of  the  appliances  now  in 
use  for  that  purpose  would  serve  admirably 
if  the  fireman  was  adept,  and,  for  that  matter, 
if  the  fireman  knew  his  business,  it  was  not 
necessary  to  have  a  smoke  consumer  at  all. 

Tuesday,  in  the  Army  and  Navy  building, 
New  York,  bids  were  opened  for  furnishing 
48,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal  for  use  of  the 
government  dredges  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
York.  There  were  more  than  a  dozen  bidders, 
Hite  &  Rafetto  bidding  $2.89,  which  was  the 
lowest  price  named.  Other  bids  ran  from  $2.93 
up  to  $3.35.  The  contract  for  furnishing  5,000 
tons  of  coal  to  Ellis  Island,  was  awarded  to 
Geo.  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  who  bid  $3.14  on  a  B. 
T.  U.  basis. 

The  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  De¬ 
partment,  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  printers,  specifications  for  a  coal  handling 
plant  for  the  new  central  power  house  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  New  York,  the  plant  to  be  de¬ 
signed  for  receiving,  crushing,  elevating,  stor¬ 
ing,  weighing  and  delivering  coal  for  the  op¬ 
eration  of  the  twelve  boilers  of  the  power 
plant,  having  a  normal  rating  of  5,200  horse¬ 
power.  The  contract  will  allow  six  months  for 
the  completion  of  the  work.  The  estimated 
cost  is  $25,000.  Bids  will  probably  be  opened 
early  in  August. 

It  is  announced  that  the  Reading  collieries 
will  work  four  days  this  week,  and  that  it  is 
probable  that  after  the  closing  down  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  they  will  remain  closed  all  of  next 
week.  The  Reading  has  been  working  on  a 
three-day  a  week  schedule  since  the  first  of  the 
month,  but  last  week  the  collieries  were 
worked  four  days,  so  that,  with  four  days’ 
work  this  week,  the  closing  down  for  a  full 
week  will  not  be  such  drastic  restriction  as 
some  comments  might  indicate.  Next  week 
is  a  national  holiday  week,  so  that  even  with 
business  at  normal,  the  company  could  hardly 
count  on  more  than  three  or  four  full  days' 
work  from  the  men.  The  Lehigh  &  Wilkes- 
Barre  Coal  Company  is  working  on  about  a 
three-day  schedule  now,  and  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Company  will  this  week  commence  to 
restrict  its  operations  to  a  three-day-a-week 
schedule.  Others  of  the  large  companies,  while 
not  closing  down  all  of  their  collieries  for  a 
prescribed  period,  are  restricting  production 
by  closing  down  certain  collieries  for  repairs, 
and  by  closing  down  others  for  a  day  or  two 
at  a  time. 
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General  Review. 


Two  Big  Contracts  Are  Closed  Expanding 
the  Trade  Outlook — Fears  of  a 
Shortage  Groundless. 

Two  big  contracts  have  been  closed  within 
the  week  which  are  of  decided  importance  in 
interpreting  the  general  coal  market.  The 
New  York  Central  Lines  placed,  with  the 
mines  in  the  Hocking  Valley,  an  order  for  ap¬ 
proximately  1,000,000  tons  of  coal  to  be  used 
during  the  year.  Reports  from  Pittsburgh  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  large  foundries  have  placed 
orders  for  approximately  200,000  tons  of  coke 
for  delivery  during  the  year  beginning  July  1. 

The  prices  on  coal  for  the  railroad  are  not 
given  in  detail,  but  vary  with  the  quality  and 
compare  favorably  with  the  prices  of  a  year 
ago.  The  price  on  the  coke  was  $2.65  for 
foundry  coke  at  the  ovens  and  consequently 
is  considerably  below  the  prices  obtained  a 
year  ago.  Of  the  two  the  order  for  coke  is 
the  more  significant.  The  coke  producers  have 
been  sacrificing  their  product  on  the  spot 
market  because  the  demand  has  been  light. 
They  have  refused  to  sell  at  current  figures 
beyond  the  first  of  next  year  and  the  fact  that 
a  big  block  of  coke  went  at  a  fixed  price  for 
the  year’s  delivery  does  not  indicate  any  change 
in  policy.  The  oven  interests  could  have  con¬ 
tracted  for  a  much  larger  block  of  coke  if 
they  had  cared  to  do  so  at  these  figures,  but 
refused  to  take  any  more  than  the  amount 
specified  just  now.  They  rely  upon  this  one 
sale  to  indicate  to  consumers  that  the  bottom 
price  has  absolutely  been  reached  and  that 
the  market  may  be  expected  to  advance  from 
now  on.  Their  opinion  in  this  matter  seems 
to  be  well  grounded. 

The  sale  of  coal  to  the  New  York  Central 
Lines  may  be  taken  to  indicate  that  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  going  to  contract  for  approximately 
the  same  amounts  as  a  year  ago,  and  will  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  current  needs  whether  the  ship¬ 
ments  will  be  heavy.  The  railroads  are  prone 
to  take  liberal  advantage  of  the  understanding 
that  a  contract  nowadays  is  little  more  than 
an  option,  which  stipulates  a  price  and  quality, 
but  has  little  to  do  with  quantity. 

A  good  deal  of  misapprehension  is  abroad 
regarding  the  possible  state  of  the  trade  later 
in  the  year.  It  is  assumed  generally  that  de¬ 
layed  shipments  to  the  lakes  will  prevent  the 
movement,  to  the  northwest,  of  sufficient  coal 
to  prevent  a  shortage.  It  is  assumed  that  the 
belated  buying  of  consumers  and  hence  of  re¬ 
tailers  will  concentrate  into  the  fall  months 
more  business  than  the  operators  can  take 
care  of.  Buying  has  not  been  stopped  alto¬ 
gether  even  though  the  demand  is  less  than 
a  year  ago.  The  demand,  next  winter,  for 
domestic  coal  will  not  be  larger  than  hereto¬ 
fore  and  the  demand  for  steam  coal  will  be 
small.  The  extent  of  the  lake  movement  will 
depend  entirely  on  the  capacity  of  up-lake 
docks  and  the  facility  with  which  northwestern 
railroads  move  Ihe  coal  from  the  piers.  It  is 
unreasonable  to  hope  that  the  lake  coal  move¬ 
ment  will  be  as  large  as  last  year  because  the 
northwestern  demand  will  not  come  any  nearer 
to  consuming  the  17,000,000  tons  this  year  than 
it  did  last  year.  In  fact,  the  movement  of  11,- 
000,000  or  12,000,000  tons  will  be  sufficient  and 
the  boats  and  docks  can  handle  that  without 
difficulty.  As  far  as  a  car  shortage  is  con¬ 
cerned  no  fears  need  be  entertained  because 
the  railroads  have  abundance  of  idle  equipment 
and  will  not  be  hampered  this  year  as  hereto¬ 
fore  with  a  congestion  of  tracks. 

As  far  as  a  shortage  of  coal  is  concerned  it 
will  be  well  to  keep  in  mind  that  last  year  the 
competition  of  high-grade  steam  coal  with 
strictly  domestic  coal  in  the  domestic  market 
accounted,  in  part,  for  the  reduction  of  prices. 
Unless  there  is  a  radical  change  in  the  steam 
market  this  year  this  condition  will  be  dupli¬ 
cated.  The  best  that  can  be  hoped  for  the 
coal  trade  is  a  rather  decided  improvement 
over  what  is  seen  today,  but  it  is  hardly 
probable  that  any  very  serious  consequence 
will  result  from  the  slower  movement  of  coal 
from  the  mines  to  consumers  now. 


Chicago  Market. 

Bottom  Prices  Appear  to  Have  Been  Reach¬ 
ed  and  a  Slow  Recovery  Is 
Expected. 

The  assumption  seems  warranted  that  the 
bottom  prices  have  been  reached  on  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market  and,  from  now  on,  conditions 
should  begin  to  improve  a  little.  The  market 
will,  in  all  probability,  recover  slowly  and 
there  is  a  remote  possibility  that  something 
approaching  a  stampede  for  coal  may  be 
seen  a  little  later. 

The  conditions  leading  to  the  suggestion 
that  the  bottom  has  been  reached  are:  Buy¬ 
ing  of  coke  on  the  yearly  contracts  by  some 
of  the  best  informed  furnace  interests;  buy¬ 
ing  of  coal  on  contract  for  which  shipments 
are  not  now  being  started;  and,  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  heavy  lake  shipments  taking  a  good 
deal  of  unsold  coal  off  the  Chicago  market. 
These  things  would  indicate  that  the  buyers 
believe  the  bottom  prices  have  been  reached, 
hence  they  are  now  taking  advantage  of  cur¬ 
rent  values  to  assure  themselves  of  a  supply 
a  little  later  on.  When  deliveries  of  coke 
are  started,  smokeless  slack  will  be  more 
scarce;  when  the  lakes  get  into  full  operation 
eastern  coal  on  the  western  markets  will 
not  be  so  plentiful;  and,  when  deliveries  on 
contracts  are  started  there  will  not  be  so 
much  coal  on  the  spot  market  to  dispose 
of  at  a  sacrifice. 

All  these  things  are  developments  of  the 
immediate  future,  hence  it  may  be  assumed 
that  there  will  not  be  so  much  coal  on  the 
spot  market.  The  conclusion  follows  naturally 
that,  with  the  comparative  scarcity  of  coal, 
prices  will  be  better.  For  these  reasons  the 
assumption  seems  warranted  that  the  bottom 
is  reached. 

As  for  the  western  coals,  the  week  has  been 
conspicuous  for  a  slight  advance  in  screenings 
with  a  corresponding  reduction  in  the  price 
of  lump  coal.  The  advance  in  screenings  has 
been  about  five  cents  a  ton,  while  the  reduc¬ 
tion  in  lump  has  been  from  five  to  ten  cents. 
The  demoralization  of  eastern  coal  prices  has 
been  more  pronounced  than  ever  before  and 
is  more  a  factor  than  is  the  demoralization  in 
the  western  coals,  with  the  exception  of  west¬ 
ern  domestic  preparations.  In  fact,  extreme 
softness  is  shown  principally  in  coals  that  go 
into  the  domestic  consumption.  Smokeless 
lump  and  egg  is  almost  off  the  market,  be¬ 
cause  the  operators  have  no  demand  for  slack, 
hence  the  mines  have  been  producing  run-of- 
mine  only.  The  absorptive  demand  was  not 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  all  the  coal  pro¬ 
duced  and  the  price  sagged.  Hocking  coal 
has  been  up  to  demurrage  in  several  instances 
and  sold  as  low  as  $2.90,  while  some  Carter- 
ville  coal  has  been  sold  in  Chicago  at  95  cents 
a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  and  upward  for  de¬ 
livery  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

Dealers  in  anthracite  coal  have  refused  to 
make  sales  entailing  long  time  credit  and 
buyers  have  decided  to  wait  until  they  need 
the  coal  before  filling  their  bins.  This  is 
brought  about  by  a  sharp  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  anthracite  coal  moving,  conse¬ 
quently  trade  now  is  duller  than  any  time  this 
year.  No  material  improvement  is  looked  for 
before  the  first  of  August,  if  then. 

The  Western  Coals. 

Franklin  county  output  has  been  small  be¬ 
cause  the  consumers  have  not  taken  much 
of  the  domestic  sizes  and  the  steam  output 
has  been  in  excess  of  the  demand.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  harvesting  has  not  yet  put  in  ap¬ 
pearance.  In  Chicago  the  following  are  the 
delivered  prices:  steam  lump,  $2.20;  lump  and 
egg  or  nut,  $2.25.  These  have  been  shaded 
on  occasions. 

Third  Vein  market,  is  decidedly  quiet  with 
a  little  demand  here  and  there  for  small  sizes 
of  washed  coals,  which  constitutes  the  strong¬ 
est  part  of  the  market.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines:  Mine  run,  $2.00;  chunks,  $2.25;  stand¬ 
ard  lump,  $2.15;  washed  nut,  $2.15;  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.60. 

Du  Quoin  screenings  have  advanced  five 


cents  within  the  week,  while  steam  lump  has 
run  off  five  cents  on  the  average,  but  showing 
a  bigger  spread  than  heretofore.  The  follow¬ 
ing  prices  are  representative  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Screenings,  $1.45  to  $1.50;  mine-run,  $1.65  to 
$1.70;  steam  lump,  $1.75  to  $1.85. 

Springfield  coal  output  has  been  holding  at 
an  unwarranted  pace  considering  the  scant 
demand  for  the  prepared  sizes.  This  has 
been  due  to  an  effort  to  meet  the  demand  for 
screenings.  The  producers  quote  the  follow¬ 
ing  prices  to  the  trade  f.  o.  b.  Chicago: 
Screenings,  $1.50  to  $1.60;  mine-run,  $1.70; 
steam  lump,  $1.75  to  $1.85;  and  domestic  lump, 
$1.80  to  $1.90. 

Carterville  six-inch  coal  has  been  sold 

in  Chicago  this  week  on  the  basis  of  95  cents 
a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  future  delivery. 
A  good  deal  of  coal  has  been  sold  around 
$1.00,  while  the  generality  of  prices  ranged 
about  $1.15  to  $1.30.  Screenings  are  decidedly 
stronger,  the  following  quotations  ruling  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines:  Screenings,  60  to  65  cents; 
mine-run,  90  cents  to  $1.05;  lump  or  egg,  $1.15 
to  $1.30. 

Clinton,  Indiana,  district  screenings  are  in 
short  supply,  there  being  just  about  enough 
to  meet  contracts.  Lump  orders  are  light 
and  the  mines  are  running  about  half  time. 
We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  mine-run,  $1.70  to 
$1.75;  lj4-inch  steam  lump,  $1.85  to  $1.90; 
screenings,  $1.45  to  $1.50. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coal  is  in  com¬ 
paratively  light  demand  and  as  some  of  this 
has  been  produced  before  a  definite  sale  was 
made  car  service  has  accumulated  resulting 
in  a  sacrifice  of  values.  The  following  are 
quoted  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  as  the  prices  to 
the  trade:  Lump  and  egg,  $1.25;  steam  lump, 
$1.20. 

Brazil  Block  has  been  bringing  about  what 
the  consumer  was  willing  to  pay.  A  good 
many  of  the  operators  are  asking  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  $2.10  in  open  cars,  and  $2.20  in 
box  cars. 

The  Eastern  Coals. 

Hocking  Valley  coal  is  decidedly  easy  be¬ 
cause  the  demand  for  domestic  coal  is  prac¬ 
tically  at  the  minimum.  Some  sales  of  first- 
class  Hocking  have  been  made  as  low  as 
$2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  while  a  good  many 
sales  have  been  made  around  $3.00.  The  pro¬ 
ducers  of  the  strictly  standard  Hocking  have 
been  holding  off  for  $3.15.  Jackson  Hill  is 
quoted  at  $4.15;  Pittsburgh  No.  8  is  selling 
at  $2.65  to  $2.75  for  %-inch. 

Kanawha  coal  is  still  off  color  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market  with  some  sales  as  low  as  $2.90 
to  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  standard 
coal  is  selling  from  $3.15  to  $3.25. 

Youghiogheny  coal  shipments  are  restricted 
to  contract  requirements  and  prices  are 
steady  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  Three- 
fourths-inch  steam,  $3.15;  ^-inch  gas,  $3.25; 
114-inch  lump,  $3.35. 

Fairmont  coal  is  firm,  shipments  being 
made  on  contract  only.  We  quote  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago:  Three-fourths-inch  steam,  $3.10;  Cl¬ 
inch  gas,  $3.20. 

Smokeless  coal  consumers  have  placed  con¬ 
tracts  but  are  waiting  before  asking  any  de¬ 
liveries.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  flat 
buildings.  A  good  many  operators,  finding  no 
demand  for  slack  in  the  coke  region,  have 
cut  off  production  of  nut  and  lump  and  egg, 
the  total  output  being  in  mine-run.  Owing  to 
the  light  demand  for  the  latter  and  the  facility 
with  which  the  coal  has  been  coming  up  to  de¬ 
murrage,  a  good  deal  of  first-class  thick  vein 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  coal  has  sold  in 
Chicago  this  week  at  90  cents  with  a  lot  of 
coal  going  at  $1.00.  Some  contracts  are  still 
being  closed  on  the  basis  of  $1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  for  spot  delivery  or  delivery  up  to 
September  1. 

The  Coke  Market. 

For  this  time  of  the  year  there  is  an  un¬ 
usually  good  demand  for  gas  house  and  by¬ 
product  domestic  coke.  Furnaces  and  foun¬ 
dry  cokes  are  a  little  stronger,  owing  to  the 
contracting  in  the  east.  Quotations  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  are,  however,  unchanged  as  follows: 
Connellsville,  $4.90;  West  Virginia,  $4.75;  West 
Virginia,  48-hour,  $4.15:  by-product  foundry, 
$4.75;  by-product  domestic,  $4.50  to  $4.65;  and, 
gas  house,  $4.00. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade. 

Lake  Shipments  Begin  to  Improve  But 
Movements  Down  the  River  Have 
Been  Stopped. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  June  25,  1908. 

'The  week  has  been  a  busy  one  throughout  al¬ 
most  the  entire  Pittsburgh  district,  and  mines 
have  been  working  nearer  to  their  capacity  than 
during  any  other  week  this  year.  The  demand 
for  coal  from  manufacturers  has  increased,  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  manufacturing  plants  that 
were  started  up  after  having  been  idle  for  some 
time.  Then  the  lake  trade  has  opened,  and  ship¬ 
pers  to  the  1  akes  have  ordered  the  mines  to  be 
operated  tp  the  capacity  until  further  notice.  The 
railroad  companies  report  that  their  tonnage  has 
increased  rapidly  this  week  and  that  large  num¬ 
bers  of  cars  that  have  been  idle  for  months  have 
now  been  pressed  into  service. 

A  serious  question  continues  to  confront  the 
Pittsburgh  operator,  however,  and  that  is,  "Will 
the  lake  carriers  be  able  to  carry  all  the  coal  that 
we  are  prepared  to  mine  for  lake  shipment  to  the 
northern  docks?”  It  does  not  seem  possible.  The 
operators  here  will  mine  the  coal,  however,  and 
will  contract  to  deliver  it  at  the  docks  on  the 
southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  It  is  up  to  some 
one  else  then  to  transport  it  across  the  lake.  The 
railroad  companies  claim  that  this  year  they  will 
be  able  to  furnish  all  the  cars  necessary  for  the 
transportation  of  coal,  and  that  there  will  be  no 
congestion  late  in  the  summer  and  in  the  early 
fall,  as  has  been  the  case  for  some  years  past. 

River  shipments,  except  from  the  upper  pools 
down  to  the  Pittsburgh  harbor,  are  at  an  end  for 
the  present.  The  Ohio  river  has  reached  such  a 
low  stage  that  it  is  barely  possible  for  the  packets 
to  lock  through  the  lower  dams.  It  would  be  an 
utter  impossibility,  then,  to  send  a  tow  of  coal 
through  with  the  present  stage  of  water. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  prices  this  week, 
all  of  the  producers  continuing  to  stand  by  the 
old  figures. 

The  coke  situation  in  the  Connellsville  and 
Klondike  regions  has  also  improved  materially 
within  the  week,  and  many  of  the  plants  that  have 
been  running  two  and  three  days  a  week  are  now 
running  four,  while  they  will  be  increased  to  five 
this  week.  Several  large  plants  that  have  been 
closed  down  are  also  preparing  to  resume,  so 
that  the  production  will  take  quite  a  noticeable 
jump.  There  is  a  rapidly  increasing  demand  both 
from  the  independents  and  from  the  Frick  Com¬ 
pany,  which  promises  to  increase  weekly  from 
now  on.  The  market  is  stronger  and  contracts 
that  are  being  made  are  generally  at  a  higher 
figure  than  for  some  months  past. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

PHomas  W.  Keighley,  superintendent  of  the  coal 
mines  and  cok.ng  plant  of  the  Shenango  Furnace 
Company,  at  Wilpen.  near  Ligonier,  Pa.,  was  a 
business  visitor  in  Pittsburgh  this  week. 

J.  L.  Dawson,  a  prominent  coke  manufacturer 
of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  was  in  Pittsburgh  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  last  week  on  business  and  incidentally 
calling  on  his  many  friends  in  this  city  and  vi¬ 
cinity. 

The  McGovern  mine  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Company,  near  Washington,  Pa.,  which  has  been 
idle  for  several  months,  resumed  operations  in 
full  last  week.  The  plant  employs  several  hun¬ 
dred  men. 

The  announcement  was  made  that  the  big  cok¬ 
ing  plant  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company  at  South 
Sharon,  Pa.,  will  be  fired  at  once  and  that  within 
two  weeks  every  oven  at  the  plant  will  be  in  oper¬ 
ation.  The  plant  w;ll  give  employment  to  about 
600  men. 

J.  W.  Eaton,  foreman  of  the  Trauger  mines,  at 
I  ranger,  Pa.,  was  a  visitor  in  Pittsburgh  this 
week,  remaining  for  several  days.  Flis  mines  are 
running  about  to  the  capacity  at  the  present  time 
and  have  sufficient  business  ahead  to  insure  their 
operation  for  the  summer  and  fall. 

Another  orominent  anthracite  coal  operator,  who 
stopped  off  in  this  city  on  business  last  week, 


was  D.  W.  Behen,  of  Shenandoah,  Pa.  Mr.  Be- 
den  recently  purchased  some  extensive  coal  hold¬ 
ings  in  Greene  county,  Pa.,  and  while  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  took  a  trip  over  his  new  acquisitions. 

J.  F.  Beard,  a  prominent  anthracite  coal  opera¬ 
tor  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  also  interested  in  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  properties  in  the  Allegheny  valley, 
was  a  business  visitor  in  Pittsburgh  last  week, 
remaining  in  the  city  for  several  days,  during 
which  time  he  made  an  inspection  of  his  holdings. 

The  Mount  Pleasant  Water  Company,  Mount 
Pleasant,  Pa.,  has  started  laying  the  new  water 
line  to  the  plants  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  at  Hccla,  Pa.,  a  distance  of  about  three  miles 
from  the  present  teminal  of  the  line.  On  the 
way,  a  line  will  also  be  laid  up  to  the  new  Stand¬ 
ard  No.  3  plant  of  the  same  company.  The  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  laying  of  both  of  these  lines  has 
been  given  to  H.  F.  Stark,  of  Greensburg. 

Work  was  started  last  week  on  the  construction 
of  the  proposed  new  plant  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke 
Company,  at  Dearth,  Pa.,  by  the  contracting  firm 
of  Reagen,  Lynch  &  Co.  The  contract  is  a  large 
one,  calling  for  the  building  of  a  modern  plant  of 
600  ovens  which,  when  completed,  will  be  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  Connellsville  region.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  it  will  require  two  years  to  build  the 
plant  and  to  open  the  mine.  The  contract  for 
sinking  the  mine  shaft  has  been  awarded  to  W. 
F.  Patterson,  of  Uniontown. 

All  of  the  mines  along  the  West  Side  Belt 
railroad,  which  are  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  resumed  operations  in 
full  last  week,  and  the  indications  are  that  they 
will  all  be  operated  to  capacity  for  the  remainder 
of  the  summer  and  fall,  or  until  the  end  of  the 
lake  shipping  season.  These  mines  have  been 
idle  for  months,  and  the  company  has  had  them 
prepared  for  operation,  awaiting  the  opening  of 
the  lake  season,  as  the  product  is  shipped  almost 
exclusively  to  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  annual  picnic  The  annual  picnic  of  the 
Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Pittsburgh, 
was  held  on  Wednesday  at  Oakford  Park,  near 
Jeannette,  Pa.  The  event  is  one  that  is  always 
looked  forward  to  with  interest,  and  in  addition 
to  being  attended  by  the  employes  and  their 
families,  there  are  always  a  large  number  of  the 
supply  men  and  officials  of  many  other  coal  and 
coke  companies  in  attendance.  This  year  there 
were  several  thousand  employes  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  plants  present,  and  a  long  athletic  pro¬ 
gram  had  been  arranged,  including  several  ball 
games.  The  company  engaged  several  bands  and 
special  events  of  various  kinds  were  on  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Last  week  dynamite  bombs  were  'placed  under 
the  boilers  and  the  compressor  at  the  Royal  mine 
of  Hamilton  Bros.,  at  Argentine,  Pa.,  and  as  a 
result  of  the  explosion  the  entire  plant  was  blown 
up,  entailing  a  loss  of  about  $20,000.  The  entire 
building  was  destroyed  and  leveled  to  the  ground, 
as  was  the  tipple  and  a  number  of  nearby  build¬ 
ings.  The  mine  is  located  in  the  Butler-Mercer 
district,  where  there  has  been  trouble  for  some 
time  between  the  union  and  non-union  miners, 
and  the  explosion  is  considered  to  be  a  result  of 
these  outbreaks.  The  state  police  was  summoned 
to  the  scene  and  took  charge  of  affairs  at  once. 
Every  effort  is  being  made  to  apprehend  the  cul¬ 
prits.  The  tipple  and  buildings  will  be  rebuilt 
as  soon  as  materials  can  be  brought  to  the  site. 


Detroit  Market. 


Detroit,  June  25. —  ( Special  Correspondence.)  — 
Stagnation  is  general  throughout  the  coal  market 
in  this  city  and  up  the  state.  It  was  thought  a 
few  days  ago  that  the  boats  would  be  rushing 
the  product  up  the  lakes  at  this  time,  but  up  to 
the  present  only  the  smaller  boats  have  been 
taking  cargoes.  This  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  larger  boats  are  unable  to  secure  con¬ 
tracts  for  full  return  cargoes.  Many  of  the  larger 
vessel  owners  prefer  to  lay  up  until  the  business 
at  the  upper  lakes  is  so  improved  that  they  can 
procure  full  loads  for  the  down  trips.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected,  however,  that  the  big  freighters  will  be 
moving  rapidly  in  a  few  days  and  then  the  rush 
of  coal  for  the  northwest  will  be  on  in  reality. 

Many  inquiries  are  being  made  for  contracts  in 
the  city  at  the  present  time  and  while  none 
have  been  landed,  considerable  business  will 
be  done  within  the  next  few  weeks. 


Prices  remain  about  the  same  as  they  were  a 
week  ago  and  there  probably  will  be  no  change 
until  after  coal  commences  to  go  up  the  lake  more 
rapidly. 


St.  Louis  Market. 


St.  Louis,  June  25. —  ( Special  Correspondence.) 
— -The  coal  market  continues  to  show  absolutely 
no  life  and  general  conditions  remain  about  the 
same  as  last  week. 

A  little  lump  coal  is  moving  but  at  prices  so 
low  that  the  more  coal  a  man  sells  the  more 
money  he  loses  so,  consequently,  not  much  effort 
is  being  made  to  sell  lump  coal  by  most  com¬ 
panies. 

The  event  of  the  week  was  the  letting  of  sev¬ 
eral  large  contracts.  That  of  N.  K.  Fairbanks 
to  the  Jos.  Taylor  Coal  Company  was  quite  a 
surprise  as  the  concern  has  used  Staunton  coal  for 
years  and  was  not  expected  to  go  back  to  low 
grade  coal.  The  N.  K.  Fairbanks  Company’s 
contract  calls  for  20,000  tons  of  mine-run  coal. 

The  contracts  for  furnishing  the  city  with  coal 
were  awarded  last  week  at  a  public  opening  of 
bids  to  the  following  parties : 


Quarantine,  to  the  Boehmer  Coal  Company,  at . $1.84 

Work  House,  to  the  Boehmer  Coal  Company,  at....  1.54 
Industrial  School,  to  the  Boehmer  Coal  Company,  at.  1.86 
Fire  Department,  to  the  Boehmer  Coal  Company,  at.  1.8?) 

Insane  Asylum,  Wm.  Ratican,  at .  1.79 

Poor  House,  Wm.  Ratican,  at .  1.79 

Four  Courts,  McConnell  &  Pilcher,  at .  1.77 

Court  House,  McConnell  &  Pilcher,  at .  1.77 

City  Hospital,  McConnell  &  Pilcher,  at .  1.77 

City,  McConnell  &  Pilcher,  at .  1.77 

City  Scales,  Polar  Wave,  at .  2.09 

City  Market,  Polar  Wave,  at .  2.09 

Scavenger  Dump,  Union  Fuel  Company,  at . -2.19 

City  Parks,  Union  Fuel  Company,  at .  2.17 

Harbor  Boat,  Union  Fuel  Company,  at .  1.49 


These  prices  are  the  lowest  in  the  history  of 
the  coal  business  here  since  1897,  when  the  miners 
were  unionized.  The  specifications  call  for  clean 
lump  coal  and  all  of  it  but  the  Harbor  Boat  and 
the  Work  House  has  to  be  hauled  in  wagons  and 
the  hauls  will  average  several  miles.  It  is  a 
hard  proposition  to  figure  where  the  “lucky”  bid¬ 
ders  are  going  to  come  in.  All  of  this  coal  is 
rigidly  inspected  and  weighed  by  the  city. 

The  high  water  has  begun  to  recede  after  do¬ 
ing  several  million  dollars’  worth  of  damage  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  Wiggins  Ferry 
has  been  out  of  commission  for  over  a  week  and 
dealers  who  were  situated  on  their  tracks  have 
been  out  of  coal. 

Screenings  are  still  very  high  and  scarce,  but 
nobody  is  making  a  fortune  out  of  them  as  there 
is  not  enough  being  produced  to  nearly  go 
around.  “Lump  and  mine-run  low  and  you  can’t 
sell  them ;  screenings  high  and  you  can’t  get 
them,”  about  sizes  up  the  market.  Current  prices 
are  as  follows  f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis : 

Standard — Two-inch  lump,  $1.47;  2-inch  nut, 
$1.42;  nut  and  pea,  $1.37;  mine-run,  $1.32;  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.22;  pea  and  slack,  $1.07. 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton — Two-inch  lump,  $1.82 ; 
2-inch  nut,  $1.42 ;  mine-run,  $1.42. 

Lebanon  or  St.  Agnes — Six-inch  lump  or  egg, 
$2.02;  3-inch  nut,  $1.82. 

Trenton — Six-inch  lump,  $2.12;  3-inch  nut,  $1.- 
82. 

Carterville  and  Franklin  County — Six-inch  lump 
and  egg,  $2.02 ;  3-inch  nut,  $1.92  ;  mine-run,  $1.67 ; 
l^-inch  screenings,  $1.42. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

Hugh  Murray,  president  of  the  Gallatin  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  Equality,  Ill.,  was  in  town  on 
Tuesday. 

R.  W.  Ropiequet,  president  of  the  Royal  Coal 
&  Mining  Company,  was  seen  in  town  today. 

R.  L.  Hancock,  sales  agent  of  the  St.  Louis 
Coal  Company,  returned  from  a  week's  trip  to 
Chicago  on  Tuesday. 

The  Kokoals  baseball  team  showed  what  was 
in  them  on  Saturday  by  cleaning  up  the  Terminal 
Railway  Association  with  a  score  of  19  to  3.  This 
defeat  was  administered  with  ease  and  had  the 
Kokoals  been  pushed  they  could  have  piled  up 
ten  or  twelve  more  runs.  The  team  is  to  play 
the  Merchants  Exchange  team  next  Saturday. 

The  Kokoals  baseball  team  has  gained  the  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  amature  sporting  world  in  St. 
Louis  and  is  now  beseiged  with  challenges.  From 
the  way  they  showed  up  last  Saturday  they  look 
like  a  1,000  per  cent  team. 
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Cincinnati  Trade. 


Smokless  Lump  and  Egg  Is  Scarce  and 
Producers  are  Beginning  to 
Talk  of  Premiums. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  June  25. 

There  is  practically  no  change  in  the  coal  situ¬ 
ation  here.  The  demand  for  coal  is  still  very 
light,  prices  are  low  and  unsatisfactory,  and  in 
general  the  conditions  are  bad.  As  noted  last 
week,  however,  there  is  more  of  an  undertone 
to  the  market  than  there  has  been  for  some  time, 
and  smokeless  coal  is  undoubtedly  stronger  than 
it  has  been  for  three  months. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  both  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg,  and  it  is 
now  nearly  impossible  to  buy  these  grades  of 
coal  at  the  regular  quotation  of  $1.60  a  ton  at 
the  mines.  Nearly  all  the  selling  agencies  are 
holding  smokeless  lump  and  egg  at  $2.00  a  ton 
and  they  are  limiting  the  shipment  to  dates  prior 
to  September  1.  There  is  a  slight  improvement  in 
splint  lump,  most  of  the  90c  and  $1.00  stuff  hav¬ 
ing  been  disposed  of,  much  to  the  relief  of  the 
general  trade,  and  now  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines 
is  the  regular  quotation  on  standard  lump.  Nut 
and  slack  is  quite  dull,  and  a  little  of  it  goes  a 
long  way  toward  satisfying  the  demands  of  the 
trade.  The  standard  grades  of  nut  and  slack 
are  now  quoted  at  60  and  65  cents  a  ton  at  the 
mines,  with  inferior  stuff  much  lower.  Run-of- 
mine  is  also  quite  dull  at  90  cents  to  $1.00  a  ton 
at  the  mines. 

The  so-called  opening  of  navigation  on  the 
lakes  has  not  yet  amounted  to  anything,  as  only 
a  few  boats  can  be  found'  willing  to  take  up  a 
load  of  coal  without  a  positive  assurance  of  a 
load  of  ore  back  again,  and  only  a  small  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  usually  moving  at  this  time  of 
year  is  going  forward.  The  usual  dullness  is 
now  prevalent  in  the  local  retail  business. 


Kansas  City  Market 


Kansas  City,  June  25. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.') — Coal  conditions  are  recovering  with  amaz¬ 
ing  rapidity  in  this  district  from  the  two  set-backs 
— strike  and  flood.  Little  is  heard  of  the  former 
now  and  the  latter,  while  still  existing,  is  not 
causing  quite  as  much  trouble  as  was  expected. 
Of  course,  none  of  the  dealers  is  being  swamped 
with  orders  but  business  is  much  better  than  would 
generally  be  considered  possible  under  the  condi¬ 
tions. 

A  matter  that  is  furnishing  considerable  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  dealers  is  the  intimation  by 
many  manufacturers,  now  using  oil,  that  they 
will  return  to  coal  before  the  fall  season  opens. 
Prices  remain  stationary. 


To  Test  the  Law. 

A  case  that  is  of  much  interest  and  vast  im¬ 
portance,  as  it  has  to  do  with  the  constitutionality 
of  a  law  passed  recently  by  the  Kansas  legisla¬ 
ture,  was  filed  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court 
at  Fort  Scott  recently  when  J.  H.  Williams,  of 
Pittsburg,  Kan.,  filed  a  petition  asking  for  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  against  being  compelled  to  pay 
a  fine  assessed  against  him  recently  in  a  justice 
court  of  Pittsburg. 

The  case  is  a  complicated  one,  and  on  the  points 
involved  in  it,  hinged  a  strike  that  was  called 
among  the  coal  miners  of  the  district  recently, 
and  almost  immediately  after  they  had  returned 
to  work  from  a  general  suspension  lasting  sev¬ 
eral  months.  The  strike  was  called  off  temporar¬ 
ily  by  the  head  officials  of  the  miners’  organiza¬ 
tion,  as  it  was  arranged  by  them  that  a  test  case 
should  be  made  of  the  law.  The  case  filed  re¬ 
cently  is  for  the  purpose  of  testing  it,  and  if  it 
should  be  passed  on  adversely  to  the  interests  of 
the  miners,  another  strike  may  result. 

At  a  recent  session  of  the  legislature  of  Kansas, 
a  law  was  passed  making  it  illegal  for  a  mining 
company  to  sell  black  powder  to  its  employes 
in  cans  holding  more  than  twelve  and  one-half 
pounds.  The  law  is  now  in  effect,  but  after  the 
return  of  the  miners  to  work  a  short  time  ago, 


the  companies  still  sold  the  black  powder  in 
twenty-five  pound  cans,  refusing  to  abide  by  the 
law  and  sell  in  quantities  of  one-half  that  amount. 

J.  H.  Williams,  who  is  superintendent  of  mine 
No.  21  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  was 
arrested  for  making  a  sale  of  a  twenty-five  pound 
can  and  when  tried  in  a  justice  court  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  was  convicted  and  fined  a  small  amount. 
He  refused  to  pay  the  fine  and  is  now  filing  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  avoid  being  compelled 
to  pay  it,  and  to  prevent  going  to  jail  for  non¬ 
payment. 

The  case  was  filed  by  Attorneys  Homes  and 
Page,  of  Kansas  City,  and  Charles  Bloodshilh,  of 
Topeka  (who  are  also  corporation  lawyers  for 
the  mining  firm  by  whom  Williams  was  em¬ 
ployed).  They  set  up  the  claim  in  the  petition 
that  the  enforcement  of  a  law  of  this  kind  is  in¬ 
terference  with  interstate  commerce,  and  that  the 
Kansas  legislature  or  the  legislature  of  no  other 
state,  has  power  to  pass  a  law  that  will  interfere 
with  this  class  of  commerce,  as  they  have  no 
power  to  regulate  it. 

The  miners  are  working  pending  a  test  of  the 
case,  but  future  trouble  may  result  if  the  law  is 
found  to  be  unconstitutional  and  the  companies 
allowed  to  sell  in  the  larger  cans.  The  miners 
claim  that  in  many  ways  it  is  against  their  in¬ 
terests  to  purchase  the  powder  in  quantities  of 
that  amount,  and  other  strikes  may  result  if  their 
demands  are -not  met  with. 


Strike  Averted. 

Through  a  misunderstanding  over  a  certain  part 
of  the  new  contract,  a  serious  strike  was  narrowly 
averted  at  No.  15  shaft  of  the  Crowe  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Company  last  Friday.  As  a  result  the  mine 
was  idle  for  a  day. 

This  misunderstanding  resulted  from  a  clause 
in  the  new  contract  relative  to  the  use  of  dyna¬ 
mite  in  the  shaft  without  the  consent  of  the  pit 
boss  and  the  pit  committee.  One  of  the  miners 
attempted  to  take  dynamite  down  in  the  mine 
without  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  proper  of¬ 
ficials  and  was  stopped.  The  action  of  the  mine 
foreman  caused  the  whole  mine  to  be  closed 
down  for  the  day.  After  a  careful  examination 
of  the  new  contract  it  was  found  that  the  mine 
foreman  had  acted  within  his  rights  and  every¬ 
thing  was  settled  peacefully. 

The  error  probably  arose  from  the  fact  that 
the  copy  of  the  new  contract  had  not  reached  the 
local  at  that  time  and  since  receiving  the  contract 
all  of  the  different  clauses  have  been  carefully 
studied  by  the  miners  and  no  further  trouble  is 
anticipated. 


Toledo  Market. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  June  25. — ■( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  a  noticeable  improvement  in 
trade  all  around.  Lake  business,  while  the  sea¬ 
son  has  not  yet  opened  in  earnest,  is  constantly 
gaining  in  volume.  It  is  thought  that  water  ship¬ 
ments  will  be  in  full  swing  by  the  1st  of  July, 
and  that  the  mines  will,  from  that  time  forward, 
be  kept  fairly  busy.  Some  predict  that  the  mines 
will  perhaps  not  run  at  capacity  for  more  than 
six  weeks,  when  they  will  be  forced  to  close  down 
partially  again,  as  it  is  thought  improbable  that 
the  docks  will  be  able  to  handle  the  coal  as  fast 
as  it  reaches  the  northwest. 

Some  steam  business  has  been  done  and  the 
letting  of  some  contracts,  notably  that  of  the  New 
York  Central  Railway  Company,  has  attracted 
attention.  This  million-ton  award,  it  is  said,  goes 
into  the  Hocking  district  this  year.  The  Toledo 
Furnace  Company  has  again  begun  operations, 
and  a  number  of  other  local  concerns  show  signs 
of  awakening. 

Domestic  coal  trade  is  still  dull,  but  not  so  dull 
as  it  was,  for  there  is  some  business  for  future 
delivery.  A  number  of  coal  contracts  have  been 
awarded  by  the  schools,  while  the  call  from  rural 
districts  has  picked  up  also.  Little  anthracite  is 
moving,  tile  business  being  confined  largely  to  the 
laying  in  of  winter  supplies  by  a  few  people  who 
do  not  care  to  take  changes  on  the  future.  The 
strengthening  of  the  demand  is  said  to  be  acting 
as  a  stimulus  to  prices. 

School  Board  Contract. 

The  Toledo  school  board  let  the  contracts  for 
7,200  tons  of  soft  coal  for  next  winter’s  use  in 


the  city  schools,  at  approximately  $21,688.  Fol¬ 
lowing  are  the  successful  bidders :  Big  Four  Coal 
Company,  2,800  tons  No.  2  mine-run  at  $2.89;  W. 
A.  Gosline,  Kanawha  gas,  W.  Va.,  1,400  tons  at 
$2.65 ;  Hood  Coal  Company,  Elkhorn  smokeless, 
Kentucky,  700  tons  at  $2.96;  Toledo  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany,  Quemahoning,  Pennsylvania,  700  tons  at 
$8.02;  West  Fuel  Company,  Johnson  Kanawha, 
W.  Va.,  1,400  tons  at  $2.80;  G.  Herman  &  Sons, 
anthracite,  Pennsylvania,  200  tons  at  $6.38.  The 
Crescent  Fuel  Company  was  awarded  the  contract 
of  supplying  10,000  bundles  of  kindling  wood  at 
$4.99)4  a  hundred  bundles.  A  vigorous  plea  was 
made  to  the  board  of  education  by  George  W. 
Savage,  secretary  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America,  asking  it  to  reject  West  Virginia 
coal  bids  on  the  ground  that  the  coal  is  branded 
unfair  by  the  mine  workers’  union.  The  board 
disregarded  the  request  and  included  about  2,800 
tons  of  West  Virginia  coal  among  the  contracts. 


Personal  Mention. 

Edgar  C.  Hall,  secretary  of  the  Elmer  Miller 
Coal  Company,  has  returned  to  his  duties  in  the 
office  of  the  concern,  after  a  two  weeks’  business 
trip  out  of  the  city. 

Isa  E.  Bixler,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Bixler  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  was 
in  the  city  on  business  this  week. 

L.  E.  Thurber,  sales  agent  of  The  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Company,  of  Cleveland,  was  calling  on 
the  local  coal  men  last  week. 

E.  McConnaughey,  representing  the  Alma  Coal 
Company,  was  a  Toledo  visitor  last  Friday. 


Tennessee  Situation. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  25. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)  —  Business  is  extremely  quiet  in 
Memphis  coal  circles.  This  state  of  affairs  is 
attributed  chiefly  to  the  financial  situation  which 
has  been  improving  for  months,  but  is  still  not 
good. 

The  yards  are  just  beginning  to  stock  coal. 
The  retail  market  will  pick  up  about  the  latter 
part  of  July  or  the  1st  of  August.  Deliveries 
will  be  on  through  September.  Mines  and  dealers 
all  report  the  dullest  period  in  a  long  while.  The 
wholesale  trade  here  is  not  large  now,  though 
a  few  electrical  concerns  and  street  railway  in¬ 
terests  have  been  buying.  A  dull  summer  is  in 
prospect.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  dealers  to 
stock  up  coal  for  the  fall  and  winter  months,  it 
is  expected  that  history  will  repeat  itself  and 
that  the  railroads  this  autumn  will  be  unable  to 
furnish  equipment  to  fill  the  heavy  demand. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Memphis  Car  Service  Association  has 
served  notice  on  the  coal  dealers  that,  beginning 
June  15,  it  will  allow  only  twenty-four  hours 
free  time  instead  of  forty-eight,  as  recently.  It 
is  claimed  by  the  dealers  that  this  is  very  un¬ 
reasonable  ajid  they  will  attempt  to  procure 
relief  by  some  means.  Some  years  ago  when  the 
average  capacity  of  cars  was  twenty-five  tons, 
the  dealers  were  allowed  five  days,  but  now  since 
the  average  car  capacity  has  been  increased  to 
forty  or  fifty  tons,  this  time  is  cut  short. 

Details  are  being  perfected  by  Wm.  J.  Oliver, 
tbe  well  known  Knoxville  contractor,  for  form¬ 
ing  a  large  cement  and  coal  company.  The  con¬ 
cern  will  be  formally  organized  at  Mobile,  Ala., 
on  June  27.  Mr.  Oliver  will  be  president.  The 
directorate  contains  the  names  of  a  number  of 
men  well  known,  among  them  United  States 
Treasurer  C.  H.  Treat;  E.  L.  Russell,  vice- 
president  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  railroad;  Pat  J. 
Lyon,  Mobile’s  millionaire;  W.  W.  Finley,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Railway,  and  others. 


It  now  begins  to  look  as  if  the  Coal  Team 
Owners  of  Chicago  will  have  to  pay  the 
wheel  tax  provided  by  the  recent  city  or¬ 
dinance  and  against  which  the  owners  pro¬ 
tested  in  the  court.  However,  the  matter  has 
not  been  definitely  decided,  but  it  is  expected 
that  a  decision  will  be  made  on  this  question 
within  a  week. 
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Indianapolis  Trade. 

Business  Is  Slow  the  Heat  Influencing  Buy¬ 
ing —  Law  is  now  Held  to 
Be  Valid. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  25. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  hot  wave  and  poor  business 
conditions  generally  have  curtailed  the  coal  trade 
in  Indiana  during  the  last  few  days.  Many  of 
the  large  industries  have  not  resumed  operation 
to  full  capacity  as  expected  some  time  ago.  Some 
factories  are  easing  up,  being  unable  to  get  a 
market  for  their  products.  The  result  is  that  the 
demand  for  steam  coal  is  lighter.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  there  is  practicality  nothing  doing  in  do¬ 
mestic  grades.  Screenings  hold  the  center  of  the 
stage.  The  demand  for  them  is  strong  at  from 
75  to  85  cents  a  ton. 

If  you  want  to  buy  close  you  may  get  run-of- 
mine  steam  coal  at  the  mines  at  $1  a  ton.  Some 
operators,  however,  are  getting  $1.10.  Inch  and 
a  quarter  steam  lump  is  selling  at  from  $1.25  to 
$1.35  at  the  mines  but,  as  already  stated,  the  de¬ 
mand  is  not  heavy.  There  is  very  little  trade 
here  in  eastern  coals  the  freight  rate  being  too 
high  in  these  times  to  give  them  a  fair  chance 
with  the  Indiana  product  which  can  be  brought 
to  this  market  for  50  cents  a  ton.  The  freight 
on  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  coal  is  about 
three  times  that  amount  while  the  difference  in 
price  is  only  a  third  more  in  favor  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  West  Virginia.  Operators  and  dealers 
generally  do  not  look  for  better  conditions  for 
some  time — perhaps  not  until  after  the  election. 


Miners’  Board  Meets. 

The  miners’  executive  board  is  holding  its  first 
meeting  since  Tom  Lewis  was  elected  president. 
It  will  approve  -  the  settlements  that  have  been 
made  in  various  districts  since  the  Toledo  con¬ 
ference.  In  parts  of  Colorado,  Kentucky,  Ala¬ 
bama  and  Tennessee  the  miners  and  operators 
have  not  reached  an  agreement.  The  board  will 
take  some  action  regarding  the  conditions  in  those 
states. 


Law  is  Valid. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  held  to  be  valid  the 
coal  mine  act  of  1905  by  affirming  a  judgment  for 
$1,000  recovered  by  Wm.  B.  Sams  against  the 
Chandler  Coal  Company. 

The  particular  features  of  the  statute  attacked 
by  the  appellant  as  making  it  unconstitutional 
were  those  which  excuse  from  its  operation  mines 
employing  less  than  ten  men,  and  which  makes 
a  mine  owner  who  fails  to  light  a  shaft  absolutely 
liable  for  the  injuries  of  any  miner  who  is  in¬ 
jured  by  falling  down  the  shaft  in  the  dark.  Sams 
was  trying  to  enter  the  elevator  cage  half  way 
down  a  mine  shaft,  where  there  was  no  light, 
when  he  missed  the  cage  and  fell  to  the  bottom 
of  the  shaft. 

The  statute  requires  two  lamps  at  each  shaft, 
“except  when  electric  lights  are  used,”  and  it  was 
urged  that  this  was  an  unfair  discrimination 
against  mines  lighted  by  other  means  than  by 
electricity.  But  the  court  says  that  this  language 
merely  means  that  two  lamps  are  to  be  used  ex¬ 
cept  when  the  shaft  is  otherwise  sufficiently 
lighted  by  electricity,  so  as  to  be  safe  without 
lamps. 

The  court  also  says  there  is  no  unjust  discrim¬ 
ination  in  the  provision  that  the  act  shall  only 
apply  when  ten  men  or  more  are  employed  in  a 
mine,  because  this  makes  it  apply  to  every  mine 
where  a  large  force  is  worked,  and  takes  every 
mine  out  of  its  operation  when  the  force  is  cut 
down. 


More  Rate  Troubles. 

The  Southern  Indiana  railroad  is  preparing  to 
file  another  suit  here  to  set  aside  the  joint  coal 
rate  between  it  and  the  Big  Four,  established  by 
the  Railroad  Commission.  The  two  roads  were 
unable  to  agree  on  a  division  of  the  rate.  The 
commission  tried  to  settle  the  matter  by  giving 
the  Southern  Indiana  20  cents  a  ton  and  the  Big 
Four  30  cents,  on  the  coal  shipped  from  Greene 
and  Sullivan  counties  to  Indianapolis. 


The  two  roads  abolished  this  rate  several  weeks 
ago  and  tried  to  inaugurate  an  increase  of  ten 
cents  a  ton  but  the  railroad  commission,  at  the 
request  of  the  shippers,  set  aside  their  order. 

The  Southern  Indiana  filed  a  suit  in  Bartholo¬ 
mew  county  against  the  commission  and  the  Big 
Four  to  prevent  the  enforcement  of  the  joint  rate 
established  by  the  commission.  The  Big  Four 
filed  a  similar  suit  there  against  the  Southern 
Indiana  and  the  commission. 

The  Big  Four  then  filed  a  suit  to  have  the  _ 
commission  establish  a  joint  rate  fixing  the 
amount  to  be  received  by  each  road.  The  com¬ 
mission  obtained  an  order  from  the  Superior 
Court  here  compelling  the  two  roads  to  handle 
coal  shipments  promptly  while  the  controversy 
was  pending. 

W.  T.  Abbott,  of  Chicago,  personal  representa¬ 
tive  of  John  R.  Walsh,  owner  of  the  Southern 
Indiana,  who  was  here  today,  said  that'  he  will 
soon  file  another  suit  to  have  the  joint  rate  set 
aside.  It  will  then  attempt  to  have  the  courts 
establish  a  joint  rate.  The  controversy  is  caus¬ 
ing  trouble  for  the  Indiana  coal  operators  who 
would  like  to  have  a  definite  understanding  re¬ 
garding  the  rate  before  they  sign  up  their  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  coming  season. 


Cleveland  Trade. 


With  the  Formal  Opening  of  Navigation  a 
Strike  May  Occur  on  Ship 
Board. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  June  25. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  decided  improvement  in  the  local 
steam  trade  is  looked  for  within  thirty  days.  It 
is  figured  that  inventory  taking  will  be  followed 
by  renewal  of  contracts  or  new  ones  and  by  the 
placing  of  new  orders.  At  present  the  Cleve¬ 
land  steam  trade  is  about  as  dull  as  it  has  been 
for  several  months. 

Another  encouraging  feature  here  is  an  or¬ 
ganized  prosperity  movement.  August  1  has  been 
set  apart  as  “Employment  Day.”  Beginning  then 
factories  will  employ  as  many  more  men  as  they 
possibly  can  and  as  many  more  salesmen. 

So  far  the  reduction  in  steel  prices-  has  been 
of  no  value  to  the  local  trade  unless  it  be  through 
producing  more  optimistic  feeling.  The  domestic 
trade  is  improving  somewhat.  Dealers  report  that 
advertising  is  telling  and  people  in  large  num¬ 
bers  are  laying  in  winter  stocks. 

Slack  has  slumped  off  a  good  deal,  there  being 
little  demand.  Sales  are  reported  as  low  as  50 
and  40  cents.  Buying  on  that  basis,  however,  is 
mostly  speculative.  A  standard  price  of  75  cents 
is  being  paid  by  the  biggest  consumers,  regular 
buyers,  and  contracts  of  dimension  are  being  made 
on  that  quotation. 

Ever  since  April  1  prices  have  been  maintained 
on  Pittsburgh  No.  8  and  other  Ohio  coals. 
All  shipments  are  being  made  accordingly.  The 
following  figures  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  mines,  Pitts¬ 
burgh:  Mine-run,  $1.15;  34_inch,  $1.25;  l^-inch, 
$1.35;  No.  8  mine-run,  $1;  $4~inch,  $1.10;  1%- 
inch,  $1.20. 

Some  of  the  biggest  interests  report  that  out¬ 
side  of  the  lake  trade  the  mines  are  being  operated 
at  about  fifty  per  cent  capacity.  Those  in  the 
lake  trade  are  running  full. 

In  the  event'  of  a  vessel  strike  with  the  formal 
opening  of  navigation  as  the  result  of  the  Open 
shop  policy  now  prevailing,  lake  coal  operation 
would  no  doubt  be  cut  off  at  once.  Outside  of 
this  the  trade  has  little  to  be  apprehensive  over. 
Regardless  of  this  or  other  conditions,  however, 
it  is  felt  that  the  trade  in  nearly  every  line  is 
sure  to  continue  more  prosperous  as  the  year  ad¬ 
vances.  Higher  prices  all  around  are  looked  for 
in  less  than  three  months. 

The  Lake  Situation. 

Ore  is  moving  more  freely.  From  Saturday 
night  to  Tuesday  at  noon  vessels  with  over  60,000 
tons  of  ore  arrived  at  this  port.  There  is  no 
trouble  at  the  docks  and  no  change  in  the  labor 
situation.  Including  the  contract  and  wild  ton¬ 
nage  only  a  few  of  the  local  shippers  have  done 
any  chartering  and  some  of  the  ore  firms  will 
not  be  in  the  market  for  tonnage  until  next 
month. 


One  of  the  large  independent  shippers  covered 
some  ore  last  week  on  the  basis  of  70  cents  from 
ports  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior.  Vessels  that 
have  been  lined  up  by  other  shippers  will  be  paid 
for  on  that  basis,  although  an  effort  has  been 
made  to  shade  rates. 

With  all  the  outside  vessels  seeking  coal  car¬ 
goes  there  is  a  surplus  of  tonnage  on  the  market. 
Boats  that  have  nothing  to  come  back  with  want 
to  go  to  Lake  Michigan  and  brokers  are  unable 
to  place  all  the  big  carriers  that  are  offered. 
Small  coal  tonnage  continues  in  good  demand  and 
shipments  of  hard  coal  are  heavy.  Loads  are 
plentiful  for  steamers  that  trade  to  Buffalo. 

A  big  change  in  the  situation  is  expected  next 
month,  July  1  being  the  day  set  for  formal  open¬ 
ing  of  navigation.  As  there  is  no  money  in  car¬ 
rying  cargoes  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  at  30  cents, 
there  is  a  big  demand  for  Milwaukee  cargoes  at 
40  cents. 


Notes  and  Personals. 

The  Cleveland  Car  Service  Association  report 
for  May,  just  made  public,  shows  11,596  less  cars 
handled  in  the  Cleveland  district  than  in  May 
last  year.  The  decrease  for  the  entire  associa¬ 
tion  territory  is  17,095  cars.  The  total  number 
handled  last  month  in  Cleveland  was  24,109. 
There  has  been  a  further  decrease  in  railroad 
traffic  but  the  big  movement  of  coal  brought  up 
the  total. 

The  Cleveland  Coal  Club  baseball  team  defeated 
the  vesselmen’s  nine  Friday  by  a  score  of  11  to  8. 
Fred  Braggins,  pitching  for  the  coalmen,  allowed 
12  hits  but  kept  them  scattered.  Corliss  Sullivan, 
of  the  Glens  Run  Coal  Company,  former  Yale 
catcher,  did  good  work  behind  the  bat.  The  ves- 
selmen  piled  up  six  errors.  The  coal  club  is  in 
a  very  prosperous  condition.  It  is  believed  to  be 
one  of  the  strongest  organizations  of  the  kind. 
The  members  are  enthusiastic  and  take  much  in¬ 
terest  in  the  team. 

The  International  .Association  for  the  Preven¬ 
tion  of  Smoke  will  hold  its  third  annual  conven¬ 
tion  here  this  week,  beginning  today.  Delegates 
are  coming  in  from  all  large  cities.  Addresses 
were  made  this  afternoon  at  Case  school  by  Prof. 
C.  F.  Mabery,  Prof.  N.  W.  Lord,  Prof.  R.  H. 
Fernald,  and  Prof.  C.  H.  Benjamin.  Other  ses¬ 
sions  will  be  held  at  the  Hollenden  Hotel.  To¬ 
morrow  morning  the  delegates  will  visit  the  plant 
of  the  American  Steel  &  Wire  Company.  Other 
speakers  will  include  W.  F.  Mook,  H.  W. 
Woodward,  P.  L.  Cobb,  Paul  P.  Bird,  D.  C. 
Walmslee,  D.  T.  Randall  and  John  Krause, 
local  smoke  inspector. 


Lehigh  Valley  Railroad. 


The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  issues 
the  following  statement  of  operation  for  the 
month  of  May  and  eleven  months: 

May—  1908  1907 

Total  operating  revenue....?  2,982,167.48  $  3,164,357.01 

Total  operating  expenses. .  .  1,623,510.58  1,899,817.43 


Net  operating  revenue.?  1,358,656.90  $  1,264,639.58 

Taxes  .  94,300.00  94,300.00 

Operating  income . ?  1,264,356.90  ?  1,170,239.58 

11  Mos.  Ended  May  31 — 

Total  operating  revenue. . ?32, 443, 535. 57  ..32,261,828.68 

Total  operating  expenses...  20,710,008.39  20,002,379.21 


Net  operating  revenue. ?11, 733, 527.18  ?12, 259, 449.47 

Taxes  .  1,037,300.00  773,300.00 

Operating  income . ?10,696,227.18  ?11,486,149.47 

In  submitting  the  earnings  and  expenses  for 
the  month  of  May,  as  well  as  for  the  eleven 
months  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  figures  for 
corresponding  periods  of  the  previous  fiscal  year 
are  also  given.  For  the  purpose  of  compari¬ 
son,  these  latter  figures  have  been  restated  to 
accord  with  the  new  classification  ordered  by 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  which 
became  effective  July  1,  1907.  The  compari¬ 
son,  however,  is  misleading  in  some  respects, 
as  the  commission,  among  other  changes,  has 
ordered  discontinued  the  method  heretofore 
employed  of  charging  to  expenses  from  time 
to  time  the  cost  of  new  locomotives  or  cars 
necessary  to  maintain  the  equipment,  and  in¬ 
stead  has  directed  a  monthly  charge  to  ex¬ 
penses  for  depreciation,  beginning  with  the 
month  of  July,  1907. 
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Louisville  Market. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  June  25. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Developments  in  the  southern  coal  trade, 
during  the  last  ten  days,  have  been  on  the  whole 
more  encouraging  than  during  any  similar  period 
in  recent  months.  While  consumers  have  made 
contracts  with  great  reluctance  and  only  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  sweeping  concessions  in  prices,  some 
of  the  largest  contracts  have  finally  been  let  and 
many  leading  operators  are  feeling  more  inde¬ 
pendent.  They  declare  that  they  have  now  con¬ 
tracted  all  the  low  priced  coal  they  will  need  to 
sell  and  that  they  are  now  in  position  to  demand 
better  prices  for  future  business. 

In  Kentucky,  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  prac¬ 
tically  all  the  gas  companies  have  contracted  for 
their  requirements  as  well  as  many  of  the  largest 
mills  and  miscellaneous  industries  whose  contracts 
expired  last  spring.  Railroad  buying,  however, 
has  not  been  as  extensive  as  was  anticipated  and 
the  marked  improvement  in  business  conditions 
does  not  seem  to  be  reflected  as  yet  in  railroad 
earnings.  However,  the  movement  of  the  phe¬ 
nomenal  fruit  crop  during  July  should  materially 
increase  gross  revenues. 

The  movement  of  domestic  coal  continues  far 
more  satisfactory  than  that  of  the  steam  grades. 
Nut  and  slack  is  perhaps  not  so  plentiful  as  it 
was  thirty  days  ago,  but  it  is  nevertheless  drawing 
demurrage  at  most  points.  This  applies  to  coal 
from  Louisville  &  Nashville  and  Southern  Rail¬ 
way  mines,  and  not  to  Illinois  Central  mines, 
which  are  still  unable  to  fill  their  contracts  for 
screenings,  because  of  that  railroad’s  persistent 
policy  to  use  unscreened  mine-run  for  engine  fuel. 

Retail  demand  in  the  principal  cities  has  picked 
up  considerably,  but  the  country  trade  is  by  no 
means  so  active  as  was  anticipated.  Stocks  of 
both  industrial  and  domestic  coal  are  somewhat 
lighter  than  at  this  time  last  year.  Conservatism 
rules  the  market,  but  nevertheless  producers  are 
inclined  to  grant  liberal  terms  of  settlement  for 
summer  coal. 

Some  mines  have  paid  out  considerable  sums 
to  carry  freight  for  consignees.  This,  however,  is 
in  case  of  favored  customers  only. 

Prices  on  standard  eastern  Kentucky-Tennessee 
coals  for  mines  are  about  as  follows :  Blue  Gem, 
$2.10;  best  Jellico,  $1.85  to  $2.00;  Straight  Creek 
block,  $1.75;  lump,  $1.65;  Dean  block,  $1.50;  lump, 
$1.30.  Straight  Creek  nut  and  slack  is  fairly  firm 
at  85  cents  to  90  cents. 

Western  Kentucky  coals  are  in  light  demand 
on  the  basis  of  85  cents  to  90  cents  for  mine-run. 
Practically  no  Indiana  coal  is  moving  into  this 
territory. 


Judge  M.  J.  Moss,  of  the  Straight  Creek  Coal 
Mining  Company,  and  Mrs.  Moss,  are  at  French 
Lick  Springs,  Ind. 


Denver  Market. 


Denver,  Colo.,  June  25. — ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — On  last  Friday  afternoon  at  4  p.  m.,  2,500 
coal  miners,  in  the  northern  Colorado  coal  fields, 
laid  down  their  tools  and  left  work,  not  to  re¬ 
turn  until  the  operators  had  granted  an  increase 
in  wages  or  made  concessions  satisfactory  to 
the  men.  Enough  men  were  left  at  work  to 
keep  the  mines  from  damage.  If,  after  further 
negotiations,  no  settlement  is  reached,  a  formal 
strike  will  be  declared.  The  international  execu¬ 
tive  board  has  approved  the  suspension  in  Colo¬ 
rado  and  will  likewise  approve  the  strike  if  it 
is  thought  necessary  to  call  one. 

For  the  present  the  suspension  will  not  seri¬ 
ously  interfere  with  business.  The  railroads  will 
be  the  first  to  suffer.  Three  roads  are  affected, 
the  Colorado  &  Southern,  the  Union  Pacific  and 
the  Burlington.  The  Colorado  &  Southern  and 
its  trainmen  will  be  the  hardest  hit  as  this  com¬ 
pany  covers  practically  the  whole  field  with  its 
tracks. 

A  number  of  the  mines  have  been  working 
much  less  than  half  time  for  several  weeks  on 
account  of  a  lack  of  demand  for  coal. 

John  R.  Lawson,  international  board  member, 
makes  his  headquarters  in  Denver,  John  McLen¬ 
nan,  district  secretary,  says  he  does  not  think  the 


suspension  will  be  for  any  length  of  time;  while 
Thomas  Kirby,  district  president,  says  the  mines 
of  the  Northern  Coal  Company  will  be  closed 
until  such  time  as  the  men  sign  up  at  the  same 
scale  as  the  other  independent  operators  are 
willing  to  sign  on. 

There  is  not  much  lignite  coal  on  track.  The 
average  Denver  industrial  concern  has  about  a 
week’s  supply  ahead,  and  by  paying  a  little  higher 
price  Denver  can  get  all  the  bituminous  coal  it 
wants.  For  the  convenience  of  the  public  the 
strike  could  not  have  been  called  at  a  more  op¬ 
portune  time.  The  suspension  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  state  has  not  stiffened  prices  on  bi¬ 
tuminous  as  the  demand  for  it  is  not  and  has  not 
been  brisk. 

Complaint  Is  Heard. 

On  Friday  of  last  week  Special  Examiner  A. 
H.  Lassow,  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission,  heard  the  case  of  the  Huerfano  Coal 
Company  and  the  Cedar  Hill  Coal  Company 
against  the  Santa  Fe  railway  and  the  Colorado 
&  Southern  railway,  the  latter  being  owned  by 
the  Victor  Fuel  Company.  The  complaint  was 
brought  to  force  the  Santa  Fe  road  to  make 


through  rates  from  mines  in  the  Trinidad  dis¬ 
trict,  located  on  any  road  connecting  with  the 
Santa  Fe  railway,  to  points  on  that  line.  At  the 
present  time  the  Santa  Fe  does  not  do  this  and 
to  get  around  that  the  Victor  Fuel  Company 
built  a  short  piece  of  track  from  its  Hastings 
mine  to  Ludlow,  on  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
and  Banner,  on  the  D.  &  R.  G.  It  bought  three 
engines,  a  couple  of  cabooses  and  made  a  track¬ 
age  arrangement  with  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
from  Ludlow  to  Trinidad.  By  doing  this  it  got 
the  advantage  of  the  Santa  Fe’s  Trinidad  rate, 
which  gives  the  Victor  Fuel  Company  a  forty 
cent  less  rate  to  Santa  Fe  points  than  the  other 
mines.  The  rate  from  most  of  the  Trinidad 
district  mines  to  Trinidad  is  forty  cents  and  then 
their  shipments  take  the  regular  Trinidad  rate 
from  there  to  Santa  Fe  points.  The  Colorado  & 
Southern,  it  was  testified,  was  not  built  for  reve¬ 
nue,  but  for  a  convenience,  and  was  hauling  coal 
from  Hastings  to  Trinidad  at  ten  cents  a  ton, 
nevertheless.  Attorney  Durbin  got  them  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  they  declared  a  dividend  of  $25,000,  so 
it  would  seem  that  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
could  reduce  their  forty  cents  charge  considerably 
if  the  commission  will  rule  that  a  through  rate 
via  the  Santa  Fe  should  be  put  in. 


Kokoal  Pow  Wow  at  Buffalo. 


The  official  program  of  the  third  annual 
pow  wow  of  the  Order  Kokoal  at  Buffalo  has 
been  issued  within  the  week  and  is  subjoined. 

All  the  details  have  been  arranged  for  this 
pow  wow  and  the  Buffalo  shippers  are  making 
lavish  and  generous  plans  for  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  the  visiting  coal  men.  The  attraction 
of  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls  has  not  been  lost 
by  any  manner  of  means  as  is  shown  by  the 
replies  received  by  the  Pictor  and  others  show¬ 
ing  that  the  attendance  will  be  a  record-break¬ 
er.  It  is  remembered  also  that  at  that  time  the 
International  Coal  Merchants’  Association  will 
hold  a  meeting  at  Buffalo  and  hence  this  will 
add  an  attraction  bringing  coal  men  there  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  The  two  events  should 
be  enough  to  cause  Buffalo  to  overflow  with 
those  who  trade  in  the  black  diamonds. 

A  cordial  invitation  has  been  issued  by  the 
eleven  sentries  to  attend  this  meeting  regard¬ 
less  of  whether  they  are  Kokoals  or  not.  The 
headquarters  of  the  organization  have  been 
fixed  for  the  Lafayette  hotel  where  a  welcome 
will  be  extended  any  man  in  the  trade. 

Principal  attention  is  now  being  directed  to 
the  big  koruskation  on  Friday  night  which  has 
been  arranged  by  Skout  Kinne,  who  expects  to 
have  an  elaborate  service. 

Definite  announcement  is  made  that  the 
Trunk  Line  and  the  New  England  and  Canada 
passenger  associations  have  granted  round- 
trip  rates  of  one  and  three-fifths  fares  on  cer¬ 
tificate  plan.  This  covers  all  points  in  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia,  Maryland, 
District  of  Columbia,  Delaware,  New  Jersey, 
New  England  and  Canada.  In  addition  to 
this  rate  a  party  of  ten  or  more,  traveling  on 
one  ticket,  can  get  a  party  rate  which  is  still 
lower  than  that  granted  by  the  various  asso¬ 
ciations.  From  noints  west  of  Buffalo  and 
Pittsburgh,  excepting  Canada,  low  round-trip 
summer  tourist  rates  are  in  effect  from  all 
points.  A  large  party  of  Kokoals  will  leave 
Chicago  for  Buffalo  at  the  close  of  the  Illinois 
&  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  convention 
by  way  of  the  Michigan  Central.  This  party 
will  leave  the  Twelfth  Street  station  at  5  p.  m. 
on  Thursday,  July  9,  passing  Niagara  Falls 
by  daylight  and  stopping  off  at  Falls  View 
station  for  a  short  time,  arriving  at  Buffalo 
at  7:20  a.  m.  The  cost  of  the  round  trip  will 
be  $19  and  $3  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo  for 
sleeping  car  berths.  The  Kokoal  program  is 
as  follows: 

THURSDAY,  JULY  9. 

Informal  reception  at  Lafayette  Hotel,  to  N.  Y.  &  P. 
R.  C.  D.’s  Assn.,  Kokoal  members  and  early  arrivals. 

FRIDAY,  JULY  10. 

7:11  a.  m. — Reception  of  arriving  Kokoals,  and  vis¬ 
itors.  Registration  at  headquarters,  Lafayette  Hotel. 
Distribution  of  badges,  etc. 

10:07  a.  m.- — Address  of  welcome  by  Mayor  of  Buffalo, 
Hon.  J.  N.  Adam. 

Response  on  behalf  of  Order  Kokoal,  Mr.  B.  S.  Ham- 


mill,  Kokoal  No.  267,  Imperial  Pit  Boss,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

11:11  a.  m. — Address:  “Kokoal.  Its  Growth,  Aims 
and  Future,”  Thos.  W.  Ayers,  Kokoal  No  1411,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa. 

Address:  “Coal  is  King.  Why  it  Deserves  Its  Regal 
Title,”  F.  W.  Saward,  Kokoal,  No.  203,  New  York  City. 

Appointment  of  various  committees  and  preparing  ques¬ 
tion  box  and  slips. 

Recess  for  luncheon. 

1:11  p.  m. — Ten  minute  addresses. 

“Benefits  to  be  Derived  by  Eliminating  Petty  Jealousies 
Among  Competitors,”  O.  P.  Rank,  Kokoal  No.  875,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  Sales  Agent,  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co. 

"How  the  Square  Deal  Benefits  Both  Buyer  and 
Seller,”  F.  A.  Hobbs,  Kokoal  No.  454,  Benton  Harbor, 
Mich.,  President  International  Council  of  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants. 

“Ideas  for  Successfully  Advertising  Both  a  Wholesale 
and  Retail  Coal  Business,”  Geo.  FI.  Cooper,  Kokoal  No. 
663,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  President  New  England  Retail 
Dealers  Association. 

“What  Have  Competitors  in  Common?”  J.  S.  Van  Epps, 
Kokoal  No.  1730,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Western  Sales  Agent 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Company. 

“The  Ideal  Relation  Between  Wholesaler  and  Retailer,” 
J.  W.  Hunting,  Kokoal  No.  2489,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y., 
Vice-president  Eastern  &  Central  New  York  Retail  Coal 
Association. 

“The  Importance  of  the  Salesman  to  Both  Wholesaler 
and  Retailer,”  Thos.  F.  Macksey,  Kokoal  No.  640,  New 
York  City.  With  Dickson  &  Eddy. 

“The  Bright  Side  of  the  Coal  Business,”  S.  B. 
Crowell,  Kokoal  No.  1362,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  President 
Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants  Association. 

“The  Dark  Side  of  the  Coal  Business,”  L.  Waldo 
Thompson,  Kokoal  No.  87,  Beloit,  Wis.,  Ex-President 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers  Association. 

“Modern  Business  Integrity  as  Compared  with  Former 
Methods,”  W.  H.  Upson,  Kokoal  No  342,  Lockport,  N. 
Y.,  President  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal 
Dealers  Association. 

“How  Wholesalers  Can  Cooperate  with  Retailers  to 
Benefit  Themselves,”  John  C.  Hay,  Kokoal  No.  375, 
Listowel,  Ontario,  President  Canadian  Coal  Association. 

“Best  Methods  of  Answering  Unjust  Newspaper  At¬ 
tacks,”  Wellington  M.  Bertolefy  Kokoal  No.  1702, 
Reading,  Pa.,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants  Association. 

3:11  p.  m. — Leave  headquarters  at  Lafayette  Hotel, 
escorted  by  Marine  band.  Parade  to  foot  of  Main  street, 
to  Steamer  Ossian  Bedell. 

Trip  down  Niagara  river  to  Bedell  House,  Grand 
Island. 

4:11  p.  m. — Baseball— Buffalo  Kokoals  vs.  New  York 
&  Pennsylvania  Retail  Association. 

6:11  p.  m.- — Annual  Kokoal  banquet. 

8:44  p.  m. — Annual  model  Kokoal  Koruskation  in  full 
form  and  ceremonial.  The  Imperial  Eleven  Sentries  of¬ 
ficiating. 

11:11  p.  m. — Return  to  Buffalo. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  11. 

9:11  a.  m. — Special  train  from  New  York  Central 
depot  to  Niagara  Falls. 

10:44  a.  m. — Cataract-International  Hotel.  Imperial 
Modoc’s  annual. 

Address:  Chas.  E.  Lester,  Kokoal  No.  638  of  New 
York  City. 

Imperial  Pictor’s  annual  report,  Arthur  M.  Hull, 
Kokoal  No.  5,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Reports  of  committees. 

Election  of  officers. 

General  discussion  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 

11:11  a.  m. — Reception  and  luncheon  to  visiting  ladies 
at  Natural  Food  Company,  leaving  by  trolley  from  Cata¬ 
ract-International. 

Recess. 

2:11  p.  m. — Sightseeing  trip  to  the  Falls  and  Gorge. 

8:44  p.  m. — Reception  and  ball  at  Cataract-Interna¬ 
tional  Hotel  (informal). 

SUNDAY,  JULY  12. 

Side  trips  to  Toronto,  Thousand  Islands,  East  Aurora, 
and  other  places  as  may  be  desired. 
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Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants  Convention. 


Allentown,  Pa.,  June  25. —  ( Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  fourth  annual  convention  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  As¬ 
sociation  was  held  here  yesterday.  The  ses¬ 
sions,  which  were  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
hall,  were  attended  by  250  dealers. 

Following  the  address  of  welcome  by  the 
Mayor  of  Allentown,  President  Sam.  B.  Cro¬ 
well  read  his  annual  address. 

President  Crowell  said  that  practically  every 
step  undertaken  by  the  board  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  conditions  in  the  retail  coal  trade  has 
been  fruitful  of  good  results.  The  shipment  of 
coal  in  carload  lots  to  consignees  without 
railroad  sidings  is  rapidly  becoming  a  thing 
of  the  past.  The  abuse  of  the  power  of  ship¬ 
pers  occasionally  occurs,  but  from  personal 
contact  with  many  of  the  large  producers  the 
general  disposition  of  the  producing  companies 
is  to  put  a  stop  to  this  practice. 

Within  the  year  a  net  gain  of  ten  per  cent 
was  made  in  membership.  At  least  300  new 
members  should  be  enrolled  the  coming  year. 
With  this  addition  of  retail  coal  dealers  the 
association  would  be  too  strong  to  be  lightly 
regarded  by  the  producing  and  shipping 
classes  and  it  will  be  then  safe  to  say  that  the 
consumers  without  sidings  would  buy  their 
coal  from  the  retail  dealers  or  not  at  all. 

Last  year  the  association  was  able  to  report 
an  increase  of  cash  in  hand  and  this  year  the 
treasurer  is  able  to  announce  an  even  greater 
business.  During  the  fall  and  winter  the 
Executive  Board  visited  many  towns  and  cities 
where  local  associations  are  in  existence.  In 
all  fourteen  meetings  were  held  and  consider¬ 
able  benefit  has  been  derived  by  those  in 
whose  interests  the  meetings  were  held. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  association  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  and  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Company 
have  issued  supplemental  tariff  sheets,  making 
allowances  on  wet  mined  coal.  This  means  a 
saving  to  the  retail  dealer  of  from  three-quar¬ 
ters  to  five  per  cent,  the  amount  of  the  allow¬ 
ance  depending  upon  the  sizes  of  the  coal,  the 
junior  sizes  receiving  the  largest  percentage. 

While  the  State  Association  is  not  in  posi¬ 
tion  at  present  to  help  the  retail  dealer  direct¬ 
ly,  it  is  felt  that  the  work  which  is  being  done 
by  many  of  the  local  associations  throughout 
the  State  in  the  matter  of  collecting  bad  ac¬ 
counts  and  helping  other  members  to  avoid 
selling  people  who  either  do  not  pay  their 
bills  at  all  or  else  take  a  long  time  to  settle, 
should  be  called  to  notice. 

Treasurer’s  Report. 

The  report  of  C.  Frank  Williamson  of 
Media,  treasurer,  showed  the  following: 


Balance  on  hand  May  28,  1907 . $  535.32 

Received  from  all  sources  to  date .  1,315.00 

$1,850.32 

Paid  out  on  warrants .  1,248.89 

Balance  on  hand  now . $  601.43 


The  annual  report  of  Wellington  M.  Bertolet 
of  Reading,  secretary  of  the  Association,  was 
a  very  able  paper.  The  association  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  420  in  a  territory  of  180  miles, 
taking  Reading  as  a  center.  Over  fifty  new 
members  were  taken  in  within  the  year.  In  the 
territory  in  which  the  association  is  at  work, 
there  are  800  dealers. 

“The  definite  results  attained  during  the  year 
have  been  gratifying,”  said  Mr.  Bertolet.  “The 
chief  reason  for  the  organization  of  the  retail 
coal  trade  was  to  persuade  the  wholesalers  not 
to  sell  coal  direct  to  consumers.  Each  year 
this  custom  has  decreased,  and  the  past  year 
has  witnessed  an  increasing  regard  for  the 
trade  rights  of  the  retailer.  It  is  now  possible 
to  count  on  one  hand  those  companies  who 
knowingly  and  willingly  sell  direct  to  con¬ 
sumers.  Beyond  two  conspicuous  instances, 
there  are  a  number  of  wholesalers  who  have 
not  sufficiently  cautioned  their  agents  against 
the  acceptance  of  orders  ostensibly  for  manu¬ 
facturing  purposes,  but  in  reality  for  domestic 
consumption.  We  believe  that  within  a  few 
years  irregular  shipments  will  be  reduced  to 


a  minimum.  Even  now,  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
cases  are  those  in  which  the  consignee  has  in¬ 
fluence  with  the  wholesalers  by  reason  of  his 
financial  standing. 

“We  believe  that  the  meanest  class  of  cases 
is  that  where  a  bituminous  shipper,  who  has 
no  immediate  interest  in  anthracite  trade,  will 
buy  bituminous  business  by  shipping  anthra¬ 
cite  to  the  manufacturer  or  his  employees  for 
domestic  use.” 

After  speaking  of  the  new  tariffs  of  the 
Pennsylvania  and  Reading  on  wet  mined  coal, 
the  secretary  said: 

“The  progress  in  transportation  matters  is 
doing  much  to  eliminate  the  causes  of  short 
weight.  Steel  cars  will  insure  less  leakage  and 
less  likelihood  of  light  weight.  It  is  well 
known  that  a  wooden  car  will  take  on  weight 
with  use  and  age,  and  we  are  informed  that  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  is  now  conducting  ex¬ 
periments  to  determine  the  average  increase 
in  the  light  weight  of  cars.  With  the  per¬ 
manent  advent  of  steel  cars,  however,  we  are 
led  to  believe  that  the  tare  weight  will  remain 
more  constant.” 

In  concluding  his  remarks  about  the  results 


Samuel  B.  Crowell,  President. 


accomplished  by  the  association,  Mr.  Bertolet 
said: 

“The  progressive  association  spirit  has 
shown  itself  in  the  work  of  our  individual 
members.  They  are  to-day  dealing  with  local 
matters  in  a  way  that  makes  the  coal  business 
rank  high  up  in  the  list  of  trade  organizations. 
Improved  coal  handling  machinery  is  becom¬ 
ing  quite  general.  Coal  merchants  are  now  on 
the  lookout  for  every  economy  which  will 
tend  to  reduce  the  price  of  handling  coal.” 

Mr.  Bertolet  made  the  following  recom¬ 
mendations  for  action  by  the  association  : 

"To  send  a  committee  to  confer  with  Lehigh 
Valley  and  other  coal  carrying  roads  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  reductions  on  wet-mined 
coal. 

“To  appoint  a  committee  to  take  up  with 
the  next  legislature  the  repeal  of  the  mercan 
tile  tax  law. 

“That  the  secretary  be  authorized  to  draft 
a  new  membership  certificate,  large  enough  to 
be  framed  and  displayed  in  offices  of  mem¬ 
bers. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows: 
President,  Sam.  B.  Crowell,  Philadelphia;  vice- 
president,  C.  J.  Swarr,  Lancaster;  secretary, 
W.  M.  Bertolet,  Reading;  directors  for  two 
years,  J.  A.  Strunk,  Reading;  E.  L.  Linn,  York; 
F.  J.  Wallis,  Harrisburg;  Geo.  F.  Ehrich,  Al¬ 
lentown;  treasurer,  C.  Frank  Williamson, 
Media. 


At  the  afternoon  session,  J.  H.  Palmer  of 
Wallingford  made  an  interesting  talk  on 
"What  would  the  Coal  Business  be  Worth  on 
the  Dollar  without  Association  Work?”  Mr. 
Palmer  told  of  numerous  instances  in  which 
the  Pennsylvania  retailers  had  been  saved 
thousands  of  dollars  by  the  work  of  the  or¬ 
ganization.  One  specific  instance  was  the  dis¬ 
continuance  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  in 
selling  coal  to  its  employees  in  Harrisburg. 
F'ormerly  they  sold  40,000  tons  annually  to 
their  employees  in  this  city  alone. 

A.  B.  Proal,  Jr.,  of  the  Robins  Conveying 
Belt  Company,  gave  an  illustrated  lecture, 
showing  the  various  uses  of  conveying  belting 
in  the  economical  handling  of  coal. 

P.  S.  Fyfer  of  Lancaster  advanced  some 
strong  reasons  why  the  retailer  and  not  the 
wholesaler  or  producer  should  receive  the 
benefit  of  all  the  school  and  public  contracts. 

D.  B.  Cunningham,  Kokoal  Skout  from 
Philadelphia,  was  at  the  convention  hall  dur¬ 
ing  the  day,  and  secured  some  fifteen  applica¬ 
tions  for  membership.  The  applicants  were 
initiated  at  a  koruskation  held  at  the  Allen 
House  in  the  evening. 

As  John  Edmunds  of  Maderia,  Hill  &  Co., 
Philadelphia,  who  was  to  discuss  the  relation 
between  the  wholesaler  and  retailer,  could  not 
be  present,  Secretary  Bertolet  read  from  The 
Black  Diamond  the  address  delivered  by  E.  B. 
Ashton  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  before  the 
Eastern  New  York  Association,  which  fully 
covered  this  question. 

Chas.  K.  Scull  of  Philadelphia  spoke  on  the 
subject  of  short  weights  and  a  remedy  for  the 
same.  He  told  of  the  work  of  the  association 
and  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange  before  the 
last  legislature.  He  said  that  they  had  gained 
a  point  or  two,  although  they  had  not  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  their  legislation  enacted.  To 
show  how  serious  is  the  question  of  loss  in 
weights,  Mr.  Scull  cited  the  instance  of  one 
Philadelphia  retailer  who  charged  off  $12,000 
to  this  one  item  last  year.  Mr.  Scull  said  in 
the  early  days  the  anthracite  roads  had  allowed 
deductions  of  2^4  per  cent  for  loss  in  weight. 

Today  the  members  of  the  association  are 
the  guests  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Naviga¬ 
tion  Company,  the  program  for  the  day  being 
as  follows: 

Leave  Allentown  at  8:30  a.  m.  by  special 
train  via  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  ar¬ 
riving  at  Mauch  Chunk  at  9:15.  Proceed  over 
the  world-famous  Switchback,  stopping  to  in¬ 
spect  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany’s  No.  0  breaker  and  mine.  Return  either 
to  Mauch  Chunk  or  Lansford,  where  the  host 
will  serve  a  lunch.  After  luncheon  board  a 
special  for  Glen  Onoko.  Returning  from  Glen 
Onoko  by  special  to  Allentown. 


Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad , Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Company  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the 
road  for  the  week  ending  June  20,  and  previously 
during  the  year : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  June  20,  1908 .  8,797  5,464  14,261 

Corresponding  week  in  1907 .  18,625  14,400  33,025 

Total  for  the  year  1908 . 278,827  165,870  444,698 

Corresponding  period  in  1907.  ...  478,327  350,330  828,657 

Total  for  week....: .  14,261 

Decrease  for  week .  18,763 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  444,698 

Decrease  to  date .  383,958 


For  constructing  a  coal  pocket  at  the  insane 
asylum  near  Allentown,  Pa.,  bids  received  this 
week  were  as  follows:  Jno.  R.  Wiggins,  $31,- 
950;  W.  S.  P.  Shields,  Philadelphia,  $32,975; 
McCormick  &  Co.,  $29,171;  W.  J.  Doyle  &  Co., 
$30,645. 

Leon  Frankel,  formerly  connected  with  the 
Newman  &  Frankel  Coal  Company,  of  Louisville, 
and  the  Tradewater  Coal  Company,  of  Sturgis,  I<y., 
has  formed  a  new  company  under  the  name  of  the 
Frankel  Coal  Company,  with  offices  in  the  Union 
National  Bank  building,  Louisville,  Ky. 
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New  York  Trade. 


Restriction  in  Production  of  Anthracite  Is 
More  Pronounced — Demand  for  Bitu¬ 
minous  Is  But  Little  Improved. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  June  25. 

The  anthracite  trade  is  quiet,  and  the  companies 
are  not  looking  for  much  improvement  before  late 
in  August.  What  relief  is  anticipated  within  the 
next  two  months  will  come  from  the  lake  trade, 
as  only  a  small  demand  for  coal  for  eastern  distri¬ 
bution  can  be  expected  until  fall. 

The  last  days  of  the  discount  months  are  usu¬ 
ally  busy  ones  as  dealers  usually  send  in  belated 
orders  to  get  coal  shipped  before  the  discount 
expires.  This  year  the  dealers  are  in  no  rush  to 
take  advantage  of  the  discount  and  the  companies 
have  been  compelled  to  restrict  production.  The 
Reading,  for  more  than  three  weeks,  has  been 
working  on  short  time,  and  will,  for  the  month, 
average  not  better  than  two  thirds  time.  The  Le¬ 
high  &  Wilkes-Barre  has  also  worked  on  short 
time  for  several  weeks.  The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Company  is  on  a  three  day  schedule  this  week, 
and  will  likely  continue  so  for  several  weeks  un¬ 
less  the  lake  trade  increases.  In  the  upper  an¬ 
thracite  regions  the  companies  are  restricting  some 
but  not  so  heavily  as  in  the  lower  regions. 

Up  to  the  moment  no  decided  improvement  in 
the  movement  of  coal  to  the  lakes  has  been  seen, 
despite  the  withdrawing  of  restrictions  by  the  Lake 
Carriers’  Association.  Some  boats  have  offered 
to  take  cargoes  this  week,  but  the  aggregate  ton¬ 
nage  loaded  is  not  very  heavy.  The  demand  for 
coal  from  the  west  is  small,  so  that  the  companies 
fear  that  it  will  not  take  long  to  fill  up  the  docks 
when  the  boats  get  to  taking  coal  up  freely.  If 
the  coal  is  not  taken  from  the  docks  and  dis¬ 
tributed,  the  shipments  by  lake  will  have  to  be 
curtailed  accordingly.  Reports  from  the  terri¬ 
tory  receiving  its  anthracite  supply  by  the  lakes 
are  that  consumers  are  not  buying  coal,  and  that 
the  dealers  cannot  be  induced  to  buy  now.  The 
Canadian  trade  is  also  quiet,  only  a  small  tonnage 
being  sent  to  that  territory. 

In  the  east  trade  is  reported  at  a  standstill  in 
all  of  the  large  cities.  Householders  will  not 
buy,  and  many  retailers  have  not  been  able  to 
place  all  the  coal  they  bought  in  April.  With 
their  bins  and  pockets  filled  they  resist  the  pleas 
of  the  companies  and  wholesalers.  The  inactivity 
of  trade  now  is  taken  to  mean  that  there  will  be 
an  unprecedented  demand  for  coal  along  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  that  the  companies  will  not  be  able 
to  take  care  of  the  orders.  To  obviate,  as  much 
as  possible,  such  a  condition,  the  companies, 
through  all  the  sales  agents,  are  urging  dealers 
to  take  more  coal  during  the  summer  months. 
Pleas  are  without  avail.  Retailers  declare  they 
cannot  force  coal  upon  consumers  and  until  they 
can  place  and  collect  for  some  of  the  coal  pur¬ 
chased  earlier  in  the  coal  year,  they  will  be  unable 
to  take  more  coal. 

The  companies  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
slow  trade  to  store  some  of  the  surplus  steam 
sizes.  The  companies  look  for  a  heavy  demand 
for  the  steam  sizes  commencing  early  in  the.  fall. 
As  to  storing  domestic  sizes,  the  stocks  on  hand 
now  are  only  normal,  and  it  does  not  look  like 
there  will  be  any  unusual  amount  placed  in  stor¬ 
age  during  the  summer  in  anticipation  of  labor 
troubles  next  April.  In  fact,  one  hears  but  little 
discussion  about  the  labor  outlook. 

The  line  trade  is  taking  only  a  very  limited 
tonnage  now,  and  this  avenue  of  distribution  will 
not  require  much  coal  for  the  next  two  months. 
The  tidewater  trade  is  also  very  flat,  and  the 
companies’  barges  are,  in  many  instances,  avail¬ 
able  for  outside  cargoes. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  domestic  sizes 
are  sold  pretty  close  to  the  circular  figures.  On 
account  of  the  accumulation  of  steam  sizes,  many 
of  the  individual  shippers  have  to  make  conces¬ 
sions  to  move  cargoes  which  are  shipped  without 
orders.  Less  washery  coal  is  coming  to  market, 


and  there  will  be  but  a  limited  demand  for  this 
coal  during  the  remainder  of  the  summer. 


The  Bituminous  Situation. 

One  hears  conflicting  reports  about  the  bitu¬ 
minous  situation.  Trade  is  unquestionably  bet¬ 
ter,  though  some  of  the  middle  houses  are  com¬ 
plaining  about  the  market  being  stagnant.  Some 
of  the  big  companies  are  shipping  quite  a  fair 
tonnage  on  contracts,  and,  with  some  new  con¬ 
tracts  being  closed,  there  is  going  to  be  a  fair 
movement  of  contract  coal  all  summer.  Shippers 
of  some  of  the  high  grade  coals  report  that  they 
are  busy  on  orders  to  the  far  east  ports,  attribut¬ 
ing  the  increase  in  shipping  orders  to  the  fact 
that  the  consumers  want  to  take  advantage  of  the 
prevailing  low  vessel  rates.  Manufacturing  con¬ 
ditions  throughout  New  England  show  but  slight 
improvement,  but  the  fuel  supplies  have  run  low 
and  each  week  finds  plants  here  and  there  that 
are  ready  to  take  coal,  or  to  close  contracts  for 
their  year’s  needs. 

Along  the  sound  trade  is  very  flat,  and  con¬ 
sumers  have  to  be  urged  to  take  even  their 
monthly  proportions  provided  for  by  contracts. 

At  Hampton  Roads  a  fair  amount  of  coal  is 
being  loaded  for  coastwise  and  off-shore  move¬ 
ment.  The  navy  is  taking  considerable  coal  this 
month  and  will  also  require  a  good  tonnage  dur¬ 
ing  July.  Shipments  are  also  made  to  Panama 
and  many  West  Indian  points,  which  requires  a 
constant  stream  of  cars  from  the  mines.  Some 
loading  for  Mediterranean  and  other  across-the- 
Atlantic  points  is  scheduled  for  July,  which  will 
make  the  loadings  of  coal  from  this  point  very 
fair  for  one  of  the  dullest  summer  months. 

In  the  West  Virginia  fields  some  coal  is  going 
each  week  to  lake  ports  for  transhipment,  and 
this  tonnage  is  expected  to  grow  very  heavy  after 
the  boats  get  to  running  full. 

In  the  central  Pennsylvania  fields  little  change 
is  noticeable.  Mining  is  still  restricted,  and,  added 
to  this  one  hears  of  some  very  low  prices  being 
named  in  order  to  stimulate  buying.  The  mines 
in  this  section  are  hardly  working  more  than  half 
time. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  stagnant.  Not  much 
coal  is  com.ng  to  tide,  except  upon  contracts,  but 
every  line  of  business  is  quiet,  and  .heavy  ton¬ 
nages  are  not  required.  Bunkering  business  is 
light,  and  the  requirements  of  the  public  utility 
and  railroad  companies  are  not  so  heavy.  At  the 
ports  the  number  of  cars  standing  daily  is  small. 
At  South  Amboy  where  1,400  or  1,500  cars  is 
considered  normal,  the  daily  reports  run  around 
750  or  800  cars.  And  this  ratio  will  cover  all 
the  other  ports.  Prices  show  a  range  of  from 
$2.40  to  $2.75  on  good  steam  coals.  The  former 
prices  are  named  by  those  who  have  cars  up  to 
demurrage.  Gas  slack  is  in  limited  demand  and 
it  is  purchasable  at  the  mines  from  50  to  60  cents. 
Some  sales  are  reported  as  low  as  45  cents.  Fear 
of  demurrage  charges  is  keeping  many  small  op¬ 
erators  from  flooding  the  ports  with  coal,  as  was 
the  case  last  summer.  Line  trade  is  very  spotted. 
Occasionally  a  small  order  is  noted,  usually  from 
some  manufacturer  who  has  run  short.  Cars  are 
plentiful  and  transportation  from  mines  to  tide 
and  line  points  is  about  up  to  schedule.  Good 
coal  is  selling  for  $1  up  at  the  mines,  and  there 
are  rumors  that  some  West  Virginia  coals  are 
being  offered  as  low  as  80  and  85  cents.  Contracts 
now  being  made  show  a  wide  range,  producers 
of  well  known  coals  usually  holding  out  for  a  fail- 
price. 

There  is  a  fair  offering  of  all  kinds  of  vessels, 
and  rates  show  no  improvement.  Small  sailing 
vessels  have  been  plentiful  from  New  York  har¬ 
bor,  while  they  have  been  scarce  from  some  lower 
ports.  Quotations  are  about  as  formerly  reported. 
We  would  quote  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Boston, 
45  and  50  cents ;  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  50  to  55  cents ;  to  Lynn  and 
Portsmouth,  55  to  60  cents;  to  Newbury  port,  75 
cents ;  to  Sarco,  85  to  90  cents ;  to  Gardiner,  65 
cents;  to  Bangor,  70  to  75  cents;  from  New  York 
to  Boston,  around  the  cape,  50  cents;  to  sound 
ports,  35  to  50  cents.  Harbor  boats  are  plentiful, 
from  16  cents  up. 


The  Bigelow  Carpet  Company,  Clinton,  Mass., 
have  had  plans  prepared  for  brick  buildings, 
power  houses,  etc.  The  plans  cover  a  coal 
pocket  197x70  feet. 


Boston  Trade. 

Boston,  June  25. —  ( Special  Correspondence .)  — 
As  the  month  draws  to  an  end,  the  demand  for 
anthracite  fails  to  show  the  improvement  which 
is  usual  at  the  end  of  discount  months.  There 
are  few  orders  from  householders  for  coal,  and 
the  retailers  complain  that  they  are  unable  to 
store  more  coal  even  if  they  had  the  means  to 
pay  for  it.  As  many  of  the  well-to-do  families 
are  away  from  the  city  for  the  summer,  no  im¬ 
provement  in  the  retail  trade  is  anticipated  before 
the  latter  part  of  August  or  early  in  September. 

Low  freight  rates  are  acting  as  a  stimulant  to 
the  soft  coal  trade,  in  that  they  are  responsible 
for  considerable  coal  coming  forward  now  for 
which  receivers  have  no  immediate  use.  The 
heaviest  movement  is  to  the  Maine  shoal  water 
ports,  where  navigation  is  not  open  the  year 
round.  In  some  instances  charters  are  being 
made  for  these  points  almost  50  per  cent  cheaper 
than  the  rates  prevailing  at  this  time  last  year. 
Some  slight  improvement  is  noted  in  the  demand 
for  spot  coal  throughout  New  England,  but  the 
aggregate  of  these  orders  is  not  large.  Some 
consumers  are  as  yet  uncontracted,  despite  the  ap¬ 
peals  of  the  coal  salesmen  that  now  is  the  op¬ 
portune  time  to  buy.  The  railroads  are  report¬ 
ing  fewer  idle  cars,  there  being  on  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  roads  on  June  10,  but  5,726  idle  cars  as  com¬ 
pared  with  6,824  May  27,  8,487  May  13,  7,589  April 
29,  and  10,098  as  of  April  15,  the  latter  date  being 
the  one  on  which  the  idle  cars  on  New  England 
roads  reached  their  highest  total.  On  the  Boston 
&  Albany,  cars  received  at  Albany  east  bound  are 
increasing  daily.  The  Boston  &  Maine  reports 
a  slight  improvement  in  freight  conditions.  Presi¬ 
dent  Tuttle  of  this  line  considers  the  textile  and 
shoe  plants  as  employed  close  to  sixty  per  cent 
of  capacity.  The  mills  and  factories  are  not  car¬ 
rying  large  stocks  of  raw  material. 


News  Briefs. 

Joseph  Richardson,  representing  E.  B.  Towns¬ 
end;  Mortimer  Williams,  of  Whiteney  &  Kem- 
rnerer;  H.  O.  Staples  and  J.  W.  Bell,  of  Staples 
&  Bell;  Arthur  Trainer,  of  Darrow,  Mann  &  Co.; 
H.  P.  Smith,  J.  T.  Burton,  Jr.,  and  Louis  Lepfler, 
of  J.  S.  Burton  &  Co.,  were  among  the  numerous 
Boston  coal  men  on  the  excursion  to  the  anthra¬ 
cite  mines  last  week. 

The  following  announcement  has  just  been  made 
from  Washington :  “The  navy  department  has 
decided  to  advertise  for  bids  for  three  colliers, 
the  purchase  of  which  not  to  exceed  $550,000 
each,  was  authorized  in  a  recent  appropriation. 
The  item  was  intended  to  provide  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  three  new  colliers  built  by  the  Fore 
River  Company  and  owned  by  the  New  England 
Coal  &  Coke  Company.  Several  inquiries  have 
been  made  at  the  department,  however,  by  own¬ 
ers  of  other  ships,  said  to  be  suitable  for  colliers. 
As  the  provision  calls  for  the  purchase  without 
specifying  any  particular  ships,  it  is  interpreted  as 
meaning  that  the  purchase  must  be  made  in  the 
regular  manner  by  calling  for  b.ds.  While  it  is 
still  expected  that  the  three  New'  England  ships 
will  be  purchased,  it  is  not  improbable  that  some 
other  ships  will  be  taken.” 

The  Boston  Commercial,  in  its  last  issue,  says: 
“The  display  of  strength  made  by  United  States 
Coal  &  Oil  first  mortgage  6  per  cent  bonds  finds 
explanation  in  the  announcement  that  during  the 
eight  months  ended  February  29,  1908,  the  com¬ 
pany  mined  and  sold  488,000  tons  of  coal,  from 
which  it  realized  a  profit  above  operating  ex¬ 
penses  of  $174,000.  As  interest  charges  on  the 
$1,500,000  bonds  just  issued  were  only  $90,000,  it 
will  be  seen  that  in  two-thirds  of  a  year  the  com¬ 
pany  earned  enough  to  pay  its  fixed  charges  for 
almost  two  years. 

“According  to  estimates  made  by  interests  ac¬ 
quainted  with  what  the  company  is  accomplish¬ 
ing,  the  output  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July, 
1909,  will  be  1,000,000  tons,  which  are  indicative 
of  profits  of  between  $300,000  and  $400,000.  Such 
earnings  would  clearly  warrant  the  payment  of 
dividends  and  certainly  justify  something  consid¬ 
erably  better  than  102  or  103  for  the  bonds.” 


28 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[June  27 


Buffalo  Market. 


Buffalo,  June  25. — ( Special  Correspondence .) 
— Anthracite  dealers  see  little  encouragement  in 
June  conditions.  Orders  are  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween,  with  no  prospect  of  speedy  betterment. 
But  for  lake  business  the  market  would  be  dead. 
There  is  no  buying  ahead  for  even  with  the  re¬ 
ports  of  a  resumption  of  industrial  activity,  the 
general  public  appears  to  be  skeptical.  It  is  said 
there  is  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  on  sidings,  the 
mine  production  of  some  of  the  principal  com¬ 
panies  being  largely  in  excess  of  the  demand 
of  the  shippers.  Plenty  of  rolling  stock  has  ap¬ 
peared  to  move  this  surplus,  and  the  railroads, 
having  a  large  amount  of  available  trackage  at 
outlying  points,  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  move  the  stock  to  readily  access¬ 
ible  points  along  their  lines.  From  there  it  can 
be  rushed  quickly  to  market,  should  the  market 
at  any  time  take  on  a  tone  of  activity. 

Both  the  Lackawanna  and  the  Lehigh  Valley 
companies  have  a  large  amount  of  coal  on  hand 
and  it  is  said  they  will  continue  to  mine  at  ca¬ 
pacity,  believing  that  an  unusually  heavy  demand 
will  be  made  upon  the  trade  when  the  present  dull 
season  is  past.  Lake  trade  has  been  hampered, 
to  a  great  extent,  by  the  scarcity  of  boats  and 
the  result  will  be  a  heavy  request  for  tonnage 
when  down  cargoes  begin  to  move  freely. 

Lake  forwarding  has  been  more  active  this 
week  than  at  any  time  since  the  season  opened. 
This  is  due  to  the  arrival  of  some  ore  boats, 
which  more  than  ever  are  willing  to  carry  coal 
back.  For  the  first  three  weeks  of  June  coal 
shipments  from  Buffalo  reached  an  unusually 
high  figure,  the  amount  being  over  400,000  tons. 
A  cause  is  found  in  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
boats  loaded  in  the  late  winter  failed  to  get 
away  until  this  month.  Actual  loading  and  for¬ 
warding  has  been  less  than  usual  because  of  ves¬ 
sel  scarcity.  As  reported  last  week,  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  loaded  during  the  month  has 
been  consigned  to  small  ports.  Rates  are  un¬ 
changed.  Every  vessel  available  has  been  on  the 
market. 

Encouragement  is  given  to  the  lake  trade  by 
the  starting  of  a  portion  of  the  ore  fleet.  Should 
the  Lackawanna  Steel  Corporation  start  its  enor¬ 
mous  plant  on  full  time,  as  some  of  the  more 
sanguine  are  predicting,  the  trade  would  be  bene¬ 
fited,  for  the  boats  of  the  corporation  carry  a 
large  quantity  of  coal.  There  is  a  strong  de¬ 
mand  for  all  the  available  tonnage,  but  the  vessel- 
men  are  not  standing  on  ceremony,  taking  car¬ 
goes  without  haggling. 

No  change  is  noted  in  the  bituminous  market. 
Many  of  the  mines  are  idle  and  sales  aro  a  rarity. 
Fuel  coal  for  steamers  is  a  trifle  more  active  with 
the  starting  of  the  ore  fleet. 

Personal  Notes. 

J.  FT.  Binghenheimer,  of  J.  H.  Binghenheimer 
&  Sons,  Niagara  Falls,  was  a  caller  on  Buffalo 
coal  men  yesterday. 

Dell  L.  Tuttle,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  has  returned 
from  the  east,  where  he  was  in  conference  with 
the  officials  of  his  company. 


Baltimore  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  June  25. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Those  in  the  coal  business  here  have  done 
little  except  swelter  this  week.  With  the  ther¬ 
mometer  in  the  nineties,  and  the  price  list  so  low 
as  to  offer  no  incentive  for  a  hustle,  there  was 
little  to  stir  the  coal  man  up  to  anything  like 
activity.  It  now  looks  as  if  the  trade  has  en¬ 
tered  into  real  summer  in  a  state  of  lassitude 
that  will  not  admit  of  any  material  improvement 
of  conditions  until  fall. 

True  the  political' situation  is  clearing,  but  still 
no  great  change  is  expected  until  the  contest  is 
over.  There  have  been  some  signs  of  business 
improvement  hereabouts,  but  the  demand  for  coal 
so  far  has  not  improved.  Many  real  good  grades 
of  coal  are  now  selling  at  the  mines  at  below  the 
dollar  mark,  and  it  takes  almost  begging  to  get 
people  to  take  it  even  at  that. 

Chartering  of  ships,  during  the  week,  has  been 
extremely  dull  along  with  the  rest,  and  rates  are 
still  very  low.  Boston  charters,  three  or  four  in 


number,  have  been  made  at  fifty-five  cents,  and 
other  New  England  charters  are  in  proportion. 


News  in  Brief. 

Another  steamer  line  has  been  acquired  by  Balti¬ 
more.  The  announcement  was  made  during  the 
week  that  the  Creole  line  was  to  inaugurate  a 
service  between  this  port  and  Mediterranean 
points. 

Some  evidence  of  returning  business  activity  is 
had  in  the  fact  that  one  of  the  four  of  the  stemers 
of  the  Merchants’  &  Miners’  Transportation  Com¬ 
pany,  all  laid  up  for  lack  of  freight,  has  been 
ordered  back  on  the  Boston  route. 

The  Consolidated  Cotton  Duck  Corporation, 
with  main  mills  here,  expects  to  get  shortly  a 
contract  for  at  least  $4,000,000  of  the  $7,000,000 
of  cotton  duck  needed  by  the  government.  The 
mills  are  large  coal  consumers  when  in  full  op¬ 
eration,  but  have  been  on  very  much  shortened 
time. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad’s  report  of  a 
decrease  in  May  earnings  as  compared  with  May 
of  1907,  of  $2,278,355  gross  and  $1,373,159  net,  is 
followed  by  the  report  that  the  common  stock 
will  be  reduced  from  a  six  to  a  four  per  cent 
basis.  The  main  reduction  of  revenue  comes 
through  a  loss  of  coal  traffic. 

An  interesting  rumor  is  going  the  rounds  about 
the  Western  Maryland  railroad,  being  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  that  the  Goulds  have  patched  up  a  railroad 
peace  by  the  promise  that,  while  the  Wabash  is 
to  ultimately  be  brought  to  the  sea  at  Baltimore, 
the  Western  Maryland  will  be  open  to  any  other 
road  that  desires  the  same  outlet  from  the  west. 
The  story  is  doubly  interesting  as  it  has  practic¬ 
ally  official  backing. 


Philadephia  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  June  25. —  ( Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  anthracite  trade  is  dull.  The  com¬ 
panies  are  restricting  production,  while  the  re¬ 
tailers  who  bought  freely  in  April  have  as  yet 
much  of  this  coal  on  hand.  Without  buying,  on 
the  part  of  the  consumer,  the  retailer  finds  it  im¬ 
possible  to  buy  more  coal  than  he  has  storage  ca¬ 
pacity  for,  so  that  he  is  impervious  to  the  appeals 
of  the  companies  to  buy  while  the  discounts  pre¬ 
vail.  Tidewater  movement  is  very  light  for  this 
season,  while  the  line  trade  grows  weaker  from 
week  to  week. 

Occasionally  some  bright  spots  are  found  in  the 
bituminous  situation.  Some  scattering  orders  are 
coming  in  from  day  to  day  and  some  tonnage  is 
being  moved  by  water  to  the  New  England  ports. 
Freight  rates  are  attractive,  while  some  of  the 
Pennsylvania  producers  are  inclined  to  make  very 
low  prices  to  move  coal.  Slack  has  experienced 
a  slump  and  can  be  bought  at  50  to  60  cents  at 
the  mines. 


News  Notes. 

The  full-rigged  American  sailing  ship  Banga¬ 
lore,  Captain  Blanchard,  which  sailed  from  Nor¬ 
folk  for  Honolulu  on  October  23,  with  a  cargo 
of  coal  for  the  Atlantic  fleet  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
is  posted  as  missing,  and  it  is  feared  that  she  has 
been  lost.  She  carried  from  Norfolk  a  crew  of 
thirty  men.  She  was  last  spoken  November  24, 
in  latitude  7  north,  longitude  26  west.  She  was 
bound  around  Cape  Horn. 

The  William  Mills  Ice  &  Coal  Company,  lo¬ 
cated  at  Church  lane  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad,  West  Philadelphia,  was  dissolved  last 
week  by  the  withdrawal  of  George  Laughlin.  The 
business  was  taken  over  by  William  Mills,  who 
will  continue  it  under  the  same  name. 

The  mining  property  of  J.  E.  Pool,  at  Moro, 
Pa.,  near  Somerset,  has  been  sold  to  the  Pitts- 
burgh-Cambria  Coal  Company  for  $250,000.  The 
property  includes  1,200  acres  of  land  and  a  mine 
of  500  tons  daily  capacity. 

After  being  idle  for  the  last  six  months  the 
Plank  Ridge  colliery  of  the  Thomas  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  near  Shenandoah,  resumed  work  Monday. 
About  300  men  and  boys  are  given  employment. 

Forty-six  Philadelphia  Kokoals  have  signed  up 
to  attend  the  pow-wow  in  Buffalo  in  July.  The 
Philadelphia  order  holds  the  record  for  new  mem¬ 
bers  initiated  during  the  past  year,  121  new  mem* 
bers  being  added,  making  the  total  Philadelphia 
membership  313.  A  koruskation  was  held  on  the 
Roosevelt  last  Thursday  evening,  when  eighteen 


members  were  taken  in.  The  Philadelphia  crack 
degree  team  went  to  Allentown  last  night  to  hold 
a  koruskation  during  the  convention  of  retail  coal 
dealers  in  that  city. 


Coal  Dust  Explosions. 

(Concluded  from  Page  14.) 

Supra),  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  either  ma¬ 
chine,  as  a  class,  creates  more  dust,  one  than 
the  other. 

Sixteenth,  The  results  of  experiments  with 
electric  ignition  of  dust  show  that  the  danger 
from  electric  wiring  is  no  greater  than  that  of 
stirring  up  a  cloud  of  dust  from  a  broken  air 
pipe  or  a  loose  connection. 

Seventeenth,  Coal  dust  cannot  be  made  wet,  in 
the  usual  sense.  The  method  used  by  Superin¬ 
tendent  Butler  ( vide  supra)  is  indicative  of  the 
best  results,  but  even  then  it  is  hypothetical  if 
the  most  careful  system  of  watering  is  not  mere¬ 
ly  an  infinitesimal  portion  of  the  “ounce  of  pre¬ 
vention,”  and  it  is  an  open  question  whether  it 
is  not  positively  detrimental  {vide  opinion  Ash¬ 
worth,  et  als,  supra). 

Eighteenth,  While  the  abolition  of  all  explo¬ 
sives,  as  recommended  by  the  Belgian  authorities, 
appears  unnecessary  and  impracticable  in  this 
country,  yet  the  greatest  field  of  investigation 
now  lies  along  that  line,  and  only  those  explo¬ 
sives  carefully  tested  and  known  to  be  uniformly 
prepared  by  well  known  and  responsible  manu¬ 
facturers,  should  be  used.  The  maintenance  of 
a  testing  laboratory,  even  though  on  a  small 
scale,  and  the  employment  of  a  competent  chem¬ 
ical  engineer,  should  be  undertaken  at  every 
coal  operation  of  commercial  importance. 


New  Jobbing  Company. 

Among  the  important  incorporations  for  the 
week  is  that  of  A.  F.  Cook  &  Co.,  which  has 
taken  out  a  charter  under  the  laws  of  Illinois. 
The  capital  stock  is  $25,000,  all  paid  in.  The 
purpose  of  the  organization  is  to  do  a  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  business  in  coal  and  coke.  The 
principal  office  is  at  908  the  Fisher  building, 
Chicago.  The  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
concern  is  Albert  F.  Cook  and  the  vice-presi¬ 
dent  is  William  Rathje  who  is  vice-president 
and  cashier  of  the  Peoples  Trust  &  Savings 
Bank.  The  secretary  is  H.  S.  Alden  who  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  Berry  Coal  & 
Coke  Company.  Mr.  Cook  was  also  formerly 
connected  with  the  latter  concern. 

The  personnel  of  the  company  adds  con¬ 
fidence  to  it  because  the  men  are  experienced 
in  the  coal  business,  Mr.  Cook  especially  hav¬ 
ing  engaged  in  that  line  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  He  was  formerly  associated  in  the  coal 
and  lumber  business  with  the  late  ex-Governor 
Bliss  of  Michigan  being  located  at  the  time  at 
Saginaw.  Now  that  he  has  decided  to  locate 
in  Chicago  and  operate  as  an  incorporated 
company  under  the  laws  of  Illinois  a  specialty 
is  being  made  of  high-grade  smithing  coal  and 
coke  for  foundry  and  smelter  purposes  among 
other  grades  to  be  handled  being  the  cele¬ 
brated  Sonman  Lilly  smithing  coal,  which  is 
conceded  to  be  of  high  grade  having  stood 
some  rather  severe  tests. 

The  concern  has  some  important  connections 
with  Connellsville  coke  companies  and  will 
handle  coke  from  that  territory  and  by-product 
coke  from  the  Ohio  field.  The  company  has 
recently  obtained  control  of  south  side  yards 
in  Chicago,  for  taking  care  of  the  retaii  end 
of  the  business,  one  of  which  is  located  at 
Thirty-fifth  street  and  Ashland  avenue,  in  the 
stock  yards  district,  this  being  a  transfer  plant 
for  western  shipments. 


Bids  for  furnishing  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
with  coal  were  opened  last  week.  The  awards 
will  be  made  later.  The  bids  were  as  follows : 
Staples  Coal  Company,  Pocahontas,  $3.37  per  ton ; 
Big  Vein  Cumberland,  $3.20 ;  Merchants’  Coal 
Company,  bituminous  Orenda,  $3.30;  William  A. 
Mehaffy,  George’s  Creek  bituminous,  $3.55 ;  No. 
3  buckwheat.  $2.04 ;  100  tons  screening,  $2.20 ;  E. 
B.  Townsend,  No.  3  buckwheat,  $2.09 ;  Scranton 
Coal  Company,  $2.29 ;  bituminous,  P.  &  R.,  $3.56 ; 
steam,  $3.30;  Darrow  Mann  Company,  No.  3  Ox¬ 
ford  buckwheat,  $2 ;  bituminous,  $3.38^4 ;  Davis 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Davis-Cumberland,  $3.50 ; 
Anderson  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  bituminous, 
$3.41. 
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Recent  Legal  Decisions.  Incorporations  and  Extensions. 


Rights  of  Consignee  When  Carrier 
Makes  Wrong  Delivery.  —  Demand  for 
goods  wrongfully  delivered  by  a  common 
carrier,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals 
of  West  Virginia  holds  (Clarke-Law- 
rence  Company  vs.  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Railway  Company,  61  Southeastern  Re¬ 
porter,  364) ,  is  not  a  prerequisite  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  action  for  breach  of 
contract.  A  contract  limiting  the  liabil¬ 
ity  of  a  common  carrier  to  a  certain 
amount  in  case  of  loss  of,  or  injury  to 
the  goods  in  consideration  of  a  reduced 
freight  rate  does  not  limit  the  recovery 
in  case  of  a  delivery  of  the  property  to 
a  wrong  person,  since  a  wrongful  deliv¬ 
ery  is  deemed  not  to  have  been  within 
the  contemplation  of  the  parties.  A 
wrongful  delivery  by  a  common  carrier 
is  technically  a  conversion  of  the  goods, 
and  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  value 
of  the  goods  at  the  place  stipulated  for 
delivery,  and  interest  thereon  from  date 
on  which  the  delivery  should  have  been 
made;  but  if  the  goods  be  reclaimed  by 
the  carrier  and  tendered  or  delivered  to 
the  consignee,  or  the  proceeds  thereof 
paid  to  him,  such  tender,  delivery,  or 
payment  will  mitigate  the  damages.  But 
if  goods  intrusted  to  a  common  carrier 
for  shipment  have  been  sold  in  advance 
of  delivery  for  use  on  a  special  occasion, 
and  in  view  of  peculiar  and  unusual  con¬ 
ditions,  at  prices  yielding  profit,  and  such 
expected  profit  is  lost  by  reason  of  delay 
in  carriage  or  a  .wrongful  delivery,  it  is 
not  recoverable  as  part  of  the  damages, 
unless  the  carrier  had  knowledge  of  the 
existence  of  the  contracts,  or  the  special 
purpose  for  which  the  goods  had  been 
purchased  and  shipped.  A  rejected  com¬ 
promise  proposition  made  to  a  consignee 
of  goods  by  a  person  to  whom  they  have 
been  wrongfully  delivered  by  the  carrier 
for  the  purchase  thereof  and  payment 
of  a  profit  on  the  same  neither  bars  an 
action  against  the  carrier  for  breach  of 
its  contract  nor  works  a  mitigation  of 
the  damages. 


Validity  of  Contracts  as  Affected  by 
Inevitable  Accidents. — The  general  doc¬ 
trine  that,  when  a  party  voluntarily  un¬ 
dertakes  to  do  a  thing  without  qualifica¬ 
tion,  performance  is  not  excused  because 
by  inevitable  accident  or  other  contin¬ 
gency  not  foreseen,  it  becomes  impossi¬ 
ble  for  him  to  do  the  act  or  thing  which 
he  agreed  to  do,  the  second  appellate 
division  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
York  says  (Marsh  vs.  Johnston,  109 
New  York  Supplement,  1106),  is  well 
settled.  Impossible  conditions  cannot  be 
performed;  and  if  a  person  contracts  to 
do  what  at  the  time  is  impossible  the 
contract  will  not  bind  him,  because  no 
man  can  be  obliged  to  perform  an  im¬ 
possibility  ;  but,  where  the  contract  is  to 
do  a  thing  which  is  possible  in  itself,  the 
performance  is  not  excused  by  the  oc¬ 
currence  of  an  inevitable  accident  or 
other  contingency,  although  it  was  not 
foreseen  by  the  party,  nor  was  it  within 
his  control.  There  are,  it  is  true,  ex¬ 


ceptions  to  this  rule.  It  is  not  applied 
to  contracts  for  personal  services,  nor 
for  the  sale  of  specific  chattels,  nor  for 
the  use  of  particular  buildings.  In  these 
cases  the  courts  imply  a  condition  in  the 
contract  that  the  person  or  thing  shall 
be  in  existence  when  the  performance  is 
required,  and  if  the  law  interposes  and 
renders  performance  impossible  a  party 
is  excused ;  but  the  court  finds  no  case 
in  which  the  court  has,  in  a  case  where 
the  contingency  was  fully  known  to  the 
party  making  the  engagement,  relieved 
from  the  obligation  of  performance,  or, 
what  is  equivalent,  has  relieved  him  from 
the  obligation  of  paying  the  damages 
resulting  from  the  breach  of  his  con¬ 
tract. 

Assumption  of  Risk  and  Contributory 
Negligence.  —  Assumption  of  risk,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  South  Carolina  says 
(James  vs.  Fountain  Inn  Mfg.  Com¬ 
pany,  61  Southeastern  Reporter,  391), 
rests  in  the  law  of  contract,  and  involves 
an  implied  agreement  by  an  employe  to 
assume  the  risks  ordinarily  incident  to 
his  employment,  or  a  waiver  after  a  full 
knowledge  of  an  extraordinary  risk  of 
his  right  to  hold  the  employer  for  a 
breach  of  duty  in  this  regard.  Under 
the  law  governing  this  subject  an  em¬ 
ploye  may  exercise  the  utmost  care  in 
the  situation,  and  yet  be  held  to  have 
assumed  the  risks  incident  to  his  em¬ 
ployment.  Contributory  negligence  rests 
in  the  law  of  tort  as  applied  to  negli¬ 
gence,  and,  when  such  defense  is  estab¬ 
lished,  the  plaintiff’s  action  is  defeated 
not  because  of  any  agreement  expressed 
or  implied  to  assume  the  risks  of  em¬ 
ployment,  but  because  his  own  miscon¬ 
duct  or  want  of  ordinary  care  was  a 
proximate  cause  of  the  injury.  To  be 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  the 
employe  must  by  bis  acts  or  omissions 
contribute  proximately  and  concurrently 
with  the  negligence  of  the  matter  to 
produce  the  injury. 


Repudiation  by  One  Party  of  Contract. 
— Where  a  contract  is  made  for  future 
performance,  and  before  the  time  for 
performance  arrives  one  party  positively 
and  unequivocally  repudiates  the  entire 
contract,  or  voluntarily  puts  it  out  of 
his  power  to  perform  his  part,  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Florida  says  (Hall  vs. 
Northern  &  Southern  Company,  46 
Southern  Reporter,  178),  that  the  other 
party  may  treat  the  contract  as  rescinded. 
In  many  cases  where  the  repudiation  or 
voluntary  act  rendering  performance  im¬ 
practicable  is  entire  and  absolute,  ac¬ 
tions  may  be  brought  as  for  a  breach  of 
the  contract,  even  before  the  time  for 
performance  has  arrived. 


E.  H.  Shipman,  formerly  assistant  en¬ 
gineer  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad  at 
Sayre,  Pa.,  has  been  appointed  chief  en¬ 
gineer  of  the  canal  department  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  at 
Mauch  Chunk. 


The  Campbellsville  Coal  Company  has 
been  incorporated  by  B.  F.  Rakestraw, 

B.  G.  Kineart  and  others  at  Campbells¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  by  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Fuel  Company,  of  Pulaski  county 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $3,000. 

The  Critcher,  Plimpton  Mercantile 
Company,  of  Salida,  Colo.,  has  been 
organized  with  a  capital  stock  of  $15,- 
000,  by  R.  W.  Critcher,  W.  E.  Critcher 
and  E.  S.  Plimpton. 

The  Hobart  Ice  &  Coal  Company,  of 
Hobart,  Okla.,  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $30,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  A.  H.  Kramer,  A.  W. 
Kramer  and  C.  H.  Averill. 

The  Hadley  Coal  Company  has  been 
incorporated  at  Leominster,  Mass.,  by 
Martin  H.  Hadley,  John  W.  Pickering 
and  James  H.  P.  Dyer,  all  of  that  town. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  concern  is  $5,- 
000. 

The  Northern  Colorado  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Boulder,  Colo.,  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  with  $10,000  capital  stock.  H. 

C.  Brooks,  R.  H.  Andrews  and  E.  S. 
McKinley,  all  of  Boulder,  are  the  in¬ 
corporators. 

The  Clover  Bar  Coal  Company,  of 
Edmunton,  Can.,  has  been  incorporated 
to  conduct  a  general  coal  mining  busi¬ 
ness  with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000. 
The  incorporators  are  J.  J.  Denman,  A. 
W.  Denman,  G.  V.  Lyon  and  B.  G. 
O’Connor. 

Fred  Maier  &  Sons  have  incorporated 
a  retail  and  wholesale  coal  and  supply 
company  at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  The 
capital  stock  is  $60,000  and  the  incor¬ 
porators  are  Fred  Maier,  Fred  Maier, 
Jr.,  C.  W.  Maier  and  E.  G.  Maier,  all 
of  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y. 

The  Stamford  Tidewater  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  has  filed  a 


certificate  of  incorporation  showing  a 
capital  stock  of  $30,000.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  are  Robert  V.  Matthews,  of  New 
York;  Bayard  N.  Cole,  of  Elizabeth,  and 
Abraham  Glazer,  of  Stamford. 

Eastern  Notes. 

Within  a  comparatively  short  time  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  is  to  place  in  operation 
its  new  crescent  operation  near  Califor¬ 
nia,  Pa.  This  plant,  located  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  will  develop  4,000  of  the 
8,000  acres  which  the  company  owns  in 
that  county.  When  in  full  operation  the 
mine  will  give  employment  to  2,000  men. 

An  explosion  a  few  days  ago  in  shaft 
No.  1  of  the  Ellsworth  mine,  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  near  Monon¬ 
gahela  City,  Pa.,  set  fire  to  the  mine  and 
it  is  believed  caused  a  number  of  deaths. 
Thirty  of  the  miners  were  in  the  mine 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion. 


Western  Notes. 

The  neutralizing  plant  at  Louviers, 
Colo.,  of  the  Du  Pont  Powder  Company, 
was  damaged  by  an  explosion  several 
days  ago  and  several  persons  were  in¬ 
jured. 

C.  S.  Ross,  J.  Steinmeyer  and  J.  M. 
Eddy,  of  Farmington,  Iowa,  are  adver¬ 
tising  for  bids  on  screened  lump,  nut 
and  slack  coal  for  the  town  of  Farming- 
ton.  Bids  must  be  in  by  July  3. 

The  total  output  of  the  coal  mines  in 
the  state  of  Missouri  for  the  last  year 
was  4,274,325  tons.  This  coal  was  valued 
at  $7,185,000  and  was  produced  by  10,- 
263  men. 

W.  H.  Godwin,  auditor  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Company  at  Superior,  Wis., 
has  accepted  the  position  of  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Clarkson  Coal  &  Dock  Com¬ 
pany  at  St.  Paul,  effective  July  1. 


CP  RflWMAN  MINER  and  SHIPPER 

•  Ua  DUWIYlHIl  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

“RELIANCE”  “LOPEZ” 

“Buck  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  «ias 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bitnmlnons 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Oallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS’ 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Fre- 
donia,  N.  Y.,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.  We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCIEEN  00- 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 

SCRANTON  COAL 

S.  O.  SCHBNCK,  Agt. 


Shipments  “All  Rail,”  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


8oft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 
Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

C.  L.  DERING, 

When  you  buy  “SCRANTON” 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

each  invoice  from  this  office. 

IOOO-IO  Old  Colony 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  June  25. — ( Special 
Correspondence.) — The  week  has  wit¬ 
nessed  increased  output  on  the  part  of 
the  big  lake-shipping  companies',  and  all 
are  expected  to  be  working  full  capacity 
by  the  1st  of  July.  Smaller  concerns, 
which  consign  coal  to  the  independent 
docks,  are  also  getting  busy.  A  very 
optimistic  outlook  on  the  season’s  lake 
trade,  from  this  field,  now  prevails.  The 
word  is  that  there  will  be  no  lack  of 
bottoms,  and  it  is  believed  that  coal  will 
move  from  the  upper  docks  fast  enough 
to  accommodate  all  receipts.  Several 
representatives  of  the  Hocking  territory 
have  paid  personal  visits  to  the  north¬ 
west  and  the  belief  that  a  very  large  ton¬ 
nage  will  be  moved  is  based  on  their 
personal  observations. 

Lake  freights  have  been  contracted  on 
the  same  basis  as  last  year,  in  all  in¬ 
stances  reported,  rates  ranging  from 
thirty  cents  to  forty-five  cents  per  ton, 
according  to  the  location  of  docks.  Rail 
transportation  from  the  Hocking  valley 
to  the  port  of  Toledo  remains  at  ninety 
cents  for  cargo  coal  and  ninety-five 
cents  for  vessel  fuel,  with  an  additional 
charge  of  eleven  cents  on  the  latter  for 
loading  on  boats.  The  West  Virginia 
rates  for  the  same  port  are  $1.02  and 
$1.07  for  cargo  and  vessel  fuel  coal,  re¬ 
spectively. 

There  is  a  decidedly  better  feeling  in 
the  domestic  trade.  The  extremely  low 
West  Virginia  prices,  which  have  pre¬ 
vailed  since  April,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  Hocking  market,  have  been  with¬ 
drawn.  The  largest  shipper  of  cheap 
splint  into  this  territory  is  taking  no 
more  domestic  orders  for  June  and  has 
announced  that  its  prices  will  be  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  first  of  the  month.  About 
the  lowest  figure  now  quoted  is  $1.25, 
and  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  standard  grades  are  again 
offered  at  $1  and  $1.10.  Hocking  lump, 
with  a  better  freight  rate  than  that  of 
the  West  Virginia  product,  is  bringing 
the  same  price,  $1.25. 

It  i»  the  general  opinion  that  the 
domestic  season  will  open  up  with 
considerable  activity  in  the  next  two 
weeks.  No  very  high  prices  are 
looked  for  until  September,  but  the 
situation  in  this  respect  will  no  doubt 
gradually  improve.  School  coal  is 
more  backward  this  season  than  last 
and  will  help  to  swell  the  volume  of 
July  and  August  business,  and  thresh¬ 
er  coal  will  also  be  a  factor  in  the 
market. 

The  weakness  that  has  developed  in 
fine  coals  is  taken  as  an  indication 
that  the  industrial  revival  is  coming 
on  slowly.  At  the  height  of  recent 
good  times,  which  terminated  last  fall, 
nut,  pea  and  slack  kept  up  to  the 
fancy  figure  of  75  cents  and  80  cents 
for  almost  a  year  through.  The  fair 
prices  which  have  prevailed  last  win¬ 
ter  have  been  owing  to  lack  of  pro¬ 
duction,  rather  than  to  volume  of  de¬ 
mand.  Now  at  the  very  beginning  of 
the  producing  season  the  market 
shows  signs  of  stagnancy  at  60  cents 
and  even  lower.  Some  very  low 
prices  are  looked  for  before  fall. 
There  has  been  practically  no  im¬ 
provement  in  run-of-mine.  Prevailing 
prices  are  70  cents  to  90  cents  on 
West  Virginia  and  $1  to  $1.10  on 
Hocking. 

Leaves  the  Sunday  Creek. 

The  first  break  in  the  official  fam¬ 
ily  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Company, 
since  President  Field  took  charge, 


comes  with  the  announcement  that 
Charles  A.  Suydam  has  tendered  his 
resignation  to  take  effect  at  once.  He 
has  been  with  the  concern  since  its 
reorganization,  several  y^ears  ago,  and 
is  well  and  favorably  known  to  the 
coal  trade.  His  plans  for  the  future 
have  not  been  made  public.  The  suc¬ 
cessor  to  Mr.  Suydam  is  Harry  J. 
Reese,  who  has  filled  a  chief  clerkship 
in  one  of  the  company’s  departments 
for  some  time  past.  Formerly  he  was 
connected  with  the  Hocking  Valley' 
Railroad  Company. 


An  Important  Case. 

It  is  hoped  that  an  important  prec¬ 
edent,  in  the  interests  of  retad  coal 
dealers,  will  be  established  in  the  case 
of  Homer  Gill,  owner  of  a  Columbus 
yards,  against  the  Hocking  Valley 
Railway  Company,  which  reached  the 
Circuit  Court  last  week.  A  year  or 
two  ago  the  railway  company  put  a 
switch  track  in  Gill’s  yards,  the  lat¬ 
ter  being  the  owner  of  the  ground  and 
having  paid  for  the  improvement.  Be¬ 
fore  the  track  was  built  Gill  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  sign  a  contract  that  he  would 
handle  no  other  coal  at  these  yards 
except  that  originating  on  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  lines.  In  course  of  time 
he  found  this  contract  a  handicap  to 
his  business,  as  he  desired  to  buy  coal 
from  other  localities.  The  railroad 
company  refusing  to  switch  foreign 
cars,  he  appealed  to  the  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road  Commission.  This  body  de¬ 
clared  that  the  contract  would  not 
hold,  as  a  common  carrier  had  no 
right  to  enter  into  such  an  agreement, 
and  the  fact  that  Gill  signed  it  of 
his  own  free  will  did  not  alter  the 
legal  phase  of  the  case.  Action  was 
brought  by  the  owner  of  the  yards, 
and,  on  the  strength  of  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  decision,  a  verdict  was  found 
against  the  railroad  company.  The 
latter  has  now  carried  the  case  to  the 
Circuit  Court.  In  this  appeal  the  At¬ 
torney  General  becomes  prosecutor, 
as  the  action  now  involves  the  valid¬ 
ity  of  a  ruling  of  a  state  department. 
It  is  expected  that  the  case  will  go 
to. the  Supreme  Court.  In  the  event 
of  a  decision  favorable  to  the  plaintiff, 
it  will  serve-  to  curb  abuses  often 
practiced  by  railroad  companies  in 
dictating  to  dealers,  whose  yards  are 
in  nearly  all  cases  located  on  com¬ 
pany  property,  or  which  are  depend¬ 
ant  upon  the  arbitrary  action  of  the 
carriers  in  extending  or  withholding 
favors.  Dealers  fear  to  stand  upon 
tljeir  rights  for  fear  of  retaliation, 
which  often  take  the  form  of  petty 
annoyances  on  the  part  of  local  agents. 
Two  or  three  decisions  along  the  line 
of  relief  sought  for  by  Gill  would 
help  to  work  a  needed  reform. 


News  in  Brlqf. 

Smith  Comley,  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fuel  Company,  is  spending  his 
vacation  at  Huronia  Beach,  Mich. 

John  W.  Moore,  general  manager  of 
the  Hughes  Creek  Colliery  Company, 
Hugheston,  W.  Va.,  was  in  Columbus 
on  Tuesday. 

W.  K.  Field,  president  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company,  paid  a  visit  to  the 
northwest  docks  this  week,  to  look  over 
the  coal  situation  there. 

William  Reed,  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  travel¬ 
ing  representative  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  was 
calling  on  the  trade  here  last  Monday. 


The  board  of  directors  of  the  Colum¬ 
bus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Company 
has  declared  its  regular  quarterly  divi¬ 
dend  of  1  l/i  per  cent  on  its  preferred 
stock.  • 

Neil  McCune,  one  of  the  force  of  the 
Ohio  Coal  Traffic  association,  has  re¬ 
signed  his  position  and  will  attend  the 
summer  term  of  the  Ohio  University 
at  Athens,  Ohio. 

The  Central  Trust  Company,  of  New 
York  City,  have  issued  notices  calling 
for  the  sinking  fund  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Company  of  $39,000  of  the  5  per 
cent  sinking  fund  gold  bonds.  This  is 
part  of  an  issue  of  $3,865,000,  due  in 
1944.  The  bonds  are  called  at  par  and 
interest  for  redemption  on  July  1. 

Arthur  P.  De  Vennish,  the  popular 
secretary  of  the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal 
Company,  will  forsake  the  ranks  of 
bachelordom  in  October  next.  His  en¬ 
gagement  to  Miss  Martha  Briggs,  of 
the  neighboring  suburb  of  Briggsdale, 
has  just  been  announced.  Arthur  is 
busy  receiving  the  congratulations  of 
his  many  coal  trade  friends. 

One  of  the  big  contracts  of  the  local 
retail  trade,  that  of  the  Columbus  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  is  being  filled  by  Briggs  & 
Barreare.  The  quantity  comprises  some 
8,000  tons,  and  will  consist  partly  of 
Hocking  and  partly  of  Pomeroy  Coal. 
The  entire  tonnage  will  be  supplied  by 
the  Hislyvania  Coal  Company.  The 
price  at  which  the  contract  was  let  was 
$2.13 

E.  A.  Cole,  of  E.  A.  Cole  &  Co.,  is 
in  Boston  this  week,  witnessing  the 
commencement  exercises  at  Harvard, 
from  which  institution  his  son  will  be 
graduated.  Mr.  Cole  is  a  director  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Company,  and  will 
remain  in  the  east  until  after  the  an¬ 
nual  stockholders’  meeting  of  that  con¬ 
cern,  which  takes  place  in  Jersey  City 
on  the  29th  inst. 

J.  F.  Russell,  sales  agent  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Company,  is  confined  to 
his  home  as  the  result  of  a  very  pain¬ 
ful  acident.  In  alighting  from  a  mov¬ 
ing  street  car,  he  stepped  on  a  loose 
piece  of  asphalt,  which  caused  him  to 
be  thrown  to  the  pavement,  inflicting 
quite  a  serious  injury  to  his  knee.  It 
will  be  a  week  or  ten  days  before  he 
is  able  to  resume  his  duties. 

Imperial  Baron  C.  M.  Anderson, 
president  of  the  Anderson  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  is  working  up  interest  among  lo¬ 
cal  coal  men  on  behalf  of  the  annual 
Kokoal  powwow,  to  be  held  at  Buffalo 
on  July  10  and  11.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  Columbus  party 


to  leave  here  on  the  evening  of  the  9th. 
It  is  expected  that  Ohio  sentiment  will 
be  strongly  with  J.  S.  Van  Epps,  of 
Cleveland,  for  Imperial  Modoc,  al¬ 
though  there  are  many  who  would  pre¬ 
fer  to  see  a  soft  coal  man  chosen,  and 
it  is  likely  that  the  name  of  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  this  branch  of  the  trade  will 
be  presented  from  this  state. 

After  a  short  conference  an  agree¬ 
ment  was  reached  last  week  between 
the  miners  and  operators  of  the  Jack 
son  district.  Hocking  Valley  conditions 
regarding  payment  of  one-half  cent  per 
ton  for  “bug  dust”  and  enforcement 
of  penalty  for  unauthorized  strikes, 
went  through.  Otherwise  the  agreement 
is  practically  the  same  as  that  of  the 
last  two  years.  Some  4,000  miners  are 
affected.  The  Crooksville  district,  em¬ 
ploying  2,000  men,  will  attempt  its  set¬ 
tlement  this  week.  Some  little  contro¬ 
versy  is  expected  over  the  stand  taken 
by  operators  that  they  will  not  continue 
to  pay  four  cents  per  ton  for  “brush¬ 
ing."  It  is  announced  that,  the  miners 
will  not  yield  this  point. 


Southern  Notes. 

C.  D.  Caldwell  has  been  appointed  re¬ 
ceiver  for  the  Monarch  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  of  Bristol,  T.enn.  The  liabili¬ 
ties  of  the  concern  amount  to  $15,000  and 
Mr.  Caldwell  says  that  a  new  company 
will  immediately  be  organized  and  the 
creditors  paid  in  full. 

The  Baker  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of 
Rockwood,  Tenn.,  will  immediately  in¬ 
stall  a  modern  tipple,  mine  cars,  new 
rails  and  equipment  for  a  gravity  in¬ 
clined  plane. 

The  Stonega  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
with  operations  in  southwestern  Vir¬ 
ginia,  has  put  practically  its  entire  plant 
in  operation  and  is  said  to  be  calling  for 
more  men.  Other  companies  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  state  are  also  resuming  oper¬ 
ations  on  a  large  scale  after  being  idle 
for  over  six  months. 


The  “Katy”  railroad  is  now  reported 
as  rushing  coal  cars  from  Parsons,  Kas., 
south  to  the  various  coal  operations. 


J.  H.  WICKHAM 

Accountant  and  Auditor 

CINCINNATI,  O. 

Books  Straightened  Out 

Royalty  Statements  Prepared 
Complete  and  Special  Audits 


Min*  31. 


-Shafer  Mine 
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New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Office:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  G.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  end  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 

Our  Leaden — **  Manhattan  ” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 

Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 


PRODUCERS 


Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


S.  A.  McManigal,  Pres.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  V.  P.  A.  P.  DeVennish,  Sect’y  and  Treas. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co. 

Shippers  of 

DOMESTIC  AND  STEAM  COAL 

Columbus.  Ohio 


No.  26] 
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Directory  of  Mine  Operators  sod  Wholesale 
Coal  and  Coke  Dealers,  Whose  Adver¬ 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New  Haven —  page 

Williams  &  Peters,  46  Meadow  St .  2 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago — 


Blake,  C.  G.,  St  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg....  35 
Castner,  Curran  St  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 


Bldg .  37 

Moderwell,  C.  M.,  St  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  4 
Crescent  Coal  St  Min.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg..  4 

Diamond  C.  St  M.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  4 

Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  St .  10 

Euieka  Coal  St  Dock  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  6 

C.  St  O.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  5 

Hunter  W.  Finch  St  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  5 
Henry  Holverscheid  St  Co.,  First  Nat. 

Bank  Bldg .  4 

Hostler  Coal  St  Coke  Co.,  356  Dearborn 

St .  44 

Hedstrom,  E.  L.,  St  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg.  3 
Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  Railway  Exchange  9 

Hesser,  J.  T.,  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  4 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 

Bldg .  10 

Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg .  4 

Mitchell-Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  Bldg.  4 
New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette 

Bldg . 39 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg....  41 

O'Gara  Coal  Co.,  Marquette  Bldg .  5 

Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  216 

Dearborn  St .  2 

Phila.  St  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Old  Colony 

Bldg .  37 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  American  Trust  Bldg.  4 
Pittsburgh  St  Ind.  C.  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg.  ...  4 

Richardson,  O.  S.,  Coal  Co.,  216  Dear¬ 
born  St .  3 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agt.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. .  29 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  Bldg .  9 


Spiing  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  5 

Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg. ...  3 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  8 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.  .  44 

Williams  &  Peters,  215  Dearborn  St....  2 

Peoria — 


Clark  Coal  St  Coke  Co .  8 

Davenport —  IOWA. 

Clark  Coal  St  Coke  Co .  8 

Marshalltown — 

Clark  Coal  St  Coke  Co .  8 

Brazil—  INDIANA. 

Brazil  Block  Coal  Co .  9 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  St  Coke..  10 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans — 

Monongahela  River  Con.  Coal  &  Coke 

Co .  10 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore — 

Black  Sheridan  Wilson  Co.,  Fidelity  Bldg.  7 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  T 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

P.  St  R.  C.  St  I.  Co.,  120  E.  Lexington  St.  37 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Continental  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St.  7 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  60  Congress 

St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  60  Congress  St. .  7 

Dickson  St  Eddy,  45  Kilby  St .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  39 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  141  Milk  St...  10 
Lehigh  St  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  147  Milk 

St .  2 

New  River  Con.  C.  St  C.  Co.,  86  Con¬ 
gress  St .  38 

Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  141  Milk 

St .  2 

Philadelphia  St  Reading  Coal  4  Iron  Co., 


Somerset  Coal  Co.,  50  Congress  St .  8 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  30  Kilby  St .  6 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  14]  Milk  St . 10 

Williams  &  Peters,  141  Milk  St .  2 

Detroit —  MICHIGAN. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Majestic 

Bldg .  36 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  37 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Majestic  Bldg .  8 

Sunday  Creek  Co..  Majestic  Blag . ’.  1 

Escanaba — 

C.  Reiss  &  Co .  9 

MINNESOTA. 

Duluth — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

Minneapolis — 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  8 

D„  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  T 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change  .  5 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  3d  St.  South..  41 


Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co..  37 


St.  Paul — 

O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg .  5 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Endicott  Bldg..  10 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  701  Pioneer 

Press  Bldg .  41 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 


MISSOURL 

St.  Louis — 


Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Commercial  Bldg....  9 

NEW  YORK. 

Euffalo — 

D  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  223  Main  St _  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

P.  4  R.  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Prudential  Bldg . 

Battery  Place,  N.  Y .  37 

Williams  4  Peters,  1112  Prudential  Bldg.  2 
New  York  City — 

Tidewater  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 39 

Berwind-White  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co.,  1  Broadway.  39 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  1  Broadway...  37 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  1 

Broadway  .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  7 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Exchange 

Place  .  7 

Dickson  &  Eddy,  17  Battery  Place .  8 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 39 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  1  Broad¬ 
way  .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  143  Liberty  St..  10 
Lehigh  4  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  143  Lib¬ 
erty  St . '. _  2 

New  Central  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway . 33 

New  River  Consolidated  C.  4  C.  Co., 


Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  1  Broadway. ...  32 

Peale,  Peacock  4  Kerr,  1  Broadway . 39 

Penn..  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  C.  Co .  43 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  4  Iron  Co., 


Piper,  W.  H.,  4  Co.,  17  Battery  Place..  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  1  Broadway .  8 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  1  Broadway .  9 

Ward  &  Olyphant,  17  Battery  Place .  6 

Wells,  Lemuel  E.,  1  Broadway .  6 

Williams  &  Peters.  1  Broadway .  2 

Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York . 10 

Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  11  Broadway .  8 

Albany — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  K.  Co .  7 

Oswego — 

Dickson  &  Eddy .  8 

Syracuse — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Gridley  Bldg...  10 
Utica — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati — 

Blake,  C.  G.,  &  Co .  35 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  First  National  Bank 

Bldg .  6 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Neave  Bldg...  37 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg...  7 
Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  Mer¬ 
cantile  Library .  37 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  39 

Howard  Colliery  Co . 9 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Mercantile 

Library  .  36 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  4  C.  Co..  10 

Marmet  Co.,  Market  Bldg .  37 

New  River  Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  39 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co.,  Ingalls 

Bldg .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ingalls  Bldg .  9 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Traction  Bldg .  8 

Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg .  44 

White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust .  44 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Union  Trust  Bldg..  6 
Cleveland — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg . 7 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg .  39 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  West.  Res.  Bldg.  41 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Perry  Payne  Bldg..  37 
Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Western  Reserve 

Bldg  .  8 

Columbus — 

Hamilton,  W.  J.,  Coal  Co .  30 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  2 

N.  Y.  Coal  Co .  30 

Sunday  Creek  Co . 8 

Dayton — 

Patterson,  S.  J .  39 

Toledo — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Hunter  W.  Finch  4  Co.,  Spitzer  Bldg...  5 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

Schenck,  S.  C.,  Agent .  29 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

-•  ■--'^plnhia — 

Berwind-White  Coal  Co.,  Betz  Bldg .  7 

Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co.,  Penn.  Bldg.  39 
Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  Arcade  Bldg..  37 
Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Arcade 

Bldg .  39 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  7 

Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  39 

Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Land  Title 

Bldg  .  36 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co .  9 


Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust 

Bldg .  jo 

Penn.  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg.  2 
Philadelphia  4  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  .  37 

Peale,  Peacock  4  Kerr,  North  American 

Bldg . 39 

W.  H.  Piper  &  Co.,  Real  Estate  4  Trust 

Bldg .  7 

Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Land  Title  Bldg .  8 

United  Coal  Co.,  719  Pennsylvania  Bldg.  6 
Wittenberg,  C.  J.,  Commonwealth  Trust 

Bldg .  8 

Whitney  4  Kemmerer,  Reading  Terminal.  10 

Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  Drexel  Bldg .  6 

Erie — 

Susquehanna  Coal  Co .  8 

Greensburg — 

Keystone  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  9 

Pittsburgh — 

Keystone  Coal  4  Coke  Co .  9 

Monongahela  River  Con.  C.  4  C.  Co _  10 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co .  37 

United  Coal  Co.,  Bank  for  Savings  Bldg.  6 
Plttston — 

Bowman,  C.  C .  29 

Fhillipsburg — 

Wittenberg,  C.  J .  8 

Mnuch  Chunk — 

Whitney  4  Kemmerer,  Electric  Bldg .  10 

Somerset — 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

Wilkesbarre — 

Lehigh  4  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co .  9 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport  News — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  &  C.  Co,  Schmelz 

Bldg  .  38 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  Co  Co .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co....  36 
Norfolk — 

Castner,  Curran  4  Bullitt,  City  Bank 

Bldg . . .  37 

Richmond — 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  729 

East  Main  St .  37 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. .  36 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co . 35 

New  River  Con.  Coal  4  Coke  Co.,  Amer¬ 
ican  National  Bank  Bldg .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co .  9 

Roanoke — 

Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt .  37 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Charleston — 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co .  35 

Huo-neston — 

Hughes  Creek  Coal  Co.... .  39 

1  ’  ”rmond — 

New  River  Cons.  C.  4  C.  Co .  38 

Ward — 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Co .  40 

WISCONSIN. 

Ashland — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co .  9 

Manitowoc — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co .  9 

Milwaukee — 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Kanawha  Fuel  Co .  41 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Loan  and  Trust 

Bldg .  10 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  244  Grand 

Ave .  6 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  137  Grand  Ave.  41 
Penna  Coal  4  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  Ave.  41 
Sheboygan — 

C.  Reiss  4  Co .  9 

superior — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

Vf-’shburn — 

North  Western  Fuel  Co .  41 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

W  »  shinsfton — 

Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  toot  Thirteenth 

St .  7 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  C.  4  I.  Co.,  Le 

Droit  Bldg . 37 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  8 

'  CANADA. 

Montreal — 

D.  L.  4  W.  R.  R.  Co .  7 

Toronto — 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  20  King  st.,  E .  38 

London—  ENGLAND. 

Chesa.  4  Ohio  C.  4  C.  Co.,  66  Mark 

Lane  .  37 

Chesapeake  4  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co., 


New  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke 

Co.,  82  Fenchurch  St .  38 

Smokeless  Fuel  Co . . .  49 


CLASSIFIED  DIRECTORY  OF  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  OF  MINE  AND 
YARD  SUPPLIES. 

When  Writing  to  advertisers  mentlov 
Tbe  Black  Diamond. 
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Air  Compressors. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  45 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . 

Boilers — 

Kewanee  Boiler  Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill . 


Box  Car  Loaders. 

Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines, 


Iowa  .  43 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader,  Ottumwa 

Iowa  .  33 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Briquetting  Machinery. 

Mashek  Eng.  Co.,  141  Broadway,  N.  Y..  34 
Buckets  (Clam  Shell). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Buckets  (Grab). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

The  Hayward  Co.,  New  York .  38 

Cableways  and  Tramways. 

Broderick  4  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis.  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Cages  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Cars  (Mine  and  Dump). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  III .  45 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Phillips  Mine  4  Mill  Supply  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  .  36 

Savill-Chandler  Co.,  Canton,  Ill . 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  .  46 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 
Car  Hauls. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Coal  Cutters. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 
Coal  Handling  Machinery. 

Broderick  4  Bascom  Co.,  St.  Louis .  47 

Dodge  Coal  Storage  Co.,  Philadelphia....  33 

Hayward  Company,  New  York .  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Philadelphia .  35 

o<->a]  Mining  Machinery. 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  42 

Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York . . 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  41- 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge 

Mass .  40 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Whitcomb,  Geo.  D.,  Co.,  Chicago .  36 

Coal  Pockets. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Haiss,  George,  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York .  47 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Roberts  &  Schaefer,  Chicago . 

Coal  Washing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt,  Chicago .  35 

Roberts  4  Schaefer,  Chicago . 

Conveyors  (Chain). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Conveyors  (Belt). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Crossing's  and  Switches. 

Buda  Foundry  4  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Crushing  Machinery. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Detective  Agencies. 

Mooney  4  Boland  Detective  Agency, 

Chicago  .  44 

Drills. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  45 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Dump  Cars. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 


Dynamos. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  4IJ 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.,  Chicago...  2 

Electric  Locomotives. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Engines  (Hoisting  and  Hauling). 

Brown  Hoisting  Mchy.  Co.,  Cleveland....  46 
Crawford  4  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  88 

Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  42 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago .  35 

Mead-Morrison  Mfg.  Co.,  Cambridge, 

Mass .  40 

Explosives. 

DuPont  Company,  New  York .  46 


Fans  (Ventilating). 

Capell  Fan  4  Eng.  Co.,  Monongahela,  Pa.  33 
Crawford  4  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 
Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 
Fairbanks,  Morse  4  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill....  46 


Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Ottumwa, 

Iowa  .  33 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 

Frogs. 

Buda  Fdry.  4  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Hoisting  Towers. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio........  42 


(Continued  on  page  34.) 
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Advertisements  under  this  head' cost  four  cents  per  word.  If  an  order 

is  given  for  four  consecutive  insertions,-  a  discount  of  20  per  cent  will  be 
allowed.  Cash  or  stamps  must  accompany  order. _ 


If  you  have  anything 
to  sell  the  coal  trade 
advertise  it  In  the  jour¬ 
nal  the  trade  reads. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND, 


A  valuable  medium  for 
machinery  advertisers. 
Circulates  wherever 
coal  is  mined,  bought 
or  sold. 


WANTED  —  A  responsible  first 

class  company  that  can  give  the  best 
of  references  desires  to  make  a  work¬ 
ing  arrangement  to  handle  the  output 
of  a  good  Hocking  Mine.  Coal  must 
be  of  first  class  quality.  Mine  on  the 
T.  &  O.  C.  Ry.  preferred.  Address 
Box  9,  care  The  Black  Diamond.  _ 

MANAGER  —  Opening  wanted  by 

experienced  mining  engineer,  superin¬ 
tendent  and  sales  manager.  Record 
shows  ability,  integrity  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  coal  business.  In  charge 
of  extensive  operations  present  time. 
Address  Box  8,  care  Black  Diamond. 

COAL  YARD  FOR  SALE— On  C. 

T.  T.  R.  R.,  Fortieth  avenue  and  Tay¬ 
lor  street.  Best  location  on  West 
Side.  J.  E.  Decker  Coal  Company, 
2027-2129  West  Madison  street,  city. 

FOR  SALE — More  than  2,500  acres 

of  the  finest  coal  lands  in  the  west- 
640  acres  an  anthracite.  Transconti¬ 
nental  line  building  across  frontage 
of  property.  Coal  veins  varying  from 
5  to  14  feet  each,  and  aggregating 
over  .40  feet  of  highest  grade  coals, 
fixed  carbon  63.90  to  87.98.  All  veins 
worked  by  drifting.  Address  14  Pearl, 
Denver,  Colo. _ 

WANTED — By  operating  coal  com¬ 
pany,  in  central  Illinois,  salesman  to 
make  Illinois,  must  be  hustler.  Ad¬ 
dress  Box  6.  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

SUPERINTENDENT  and  Mining 

Engineer  desires-  position  as  either. 
Fully  experienced  in  design,  construc¬ 
tion,  operation  and  maintenance  of 
coke  manufacturing  and  coal  mining 
plants.  Write  now.  Address  Coal- 
Coke,  care  The  Black  Diamond. 

COAL  LANDS  FOR  LEASE  — 

About  2,000  acres.  Three  proved 
seams  domestic,  steam  and  coking 
coals.  In  southern  Tennessee,  close 
to  growing  manufacturing  city.  On 
main  line  of  railroad  giving  access  to 
all  markets.  Principals  only.  Ad¬ 
dress  F.,  care  this  journal. 

TWO  LARGE  COAL  COMPA- 


WANTED — Position  as  chief  clerk 

or  assistant  to  manager,  by  a  young 
man,  experienced  in  office  details, 
bookkeeping,  credit  man,  correspond¬ 
ent,  reconsigning  as  to  points  in  Chi¬ 
cago  switching  district,  and  handling 
of  railroad  claims.  Address  Box  2, 
care  The  Black  Diamond. 


WANTED — Position  by  bookkeeper 

of  long  experience  in  the  Chicago 
coal  trade.  Considered  by  his  employ¬ 
ers  to  be  a  first-class  accountant.  In 
present  position  for  several  years. 
Good  reasons  for  desiring  to  make 
change.  If  you  can  use  the  service's 
of  a  high-grade  man  who  can  furnish 
best  of  references  as  to  his  honesty 
and  ability,  would  appreciate  a  per 
sonal  interview.  Address  Box  75,  care 
The  Black  Diamond. 


SEALED  PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL. 
..WANTED — Sealed  bids  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  yearly  supply  of  coal 
for  the  City  of  Berwyn,  Ill.,  said  bids 
to  cover  Carterville  lump  coal,  6x3, 
or  coal  equally  good  in  quality,  to  the 
amount  approximately  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  (800)  tons;  to  be  delivered  on 
board  cars  on  Illinois  Central  tracks 
at  the  pumping  station  in  Berwyn  at 
such  times  and  in  such  quantities  as 
may  be  ordered  by  the  properly  con¬ 
stituted  authorities  of  the  City  of 
Berwyn.  Contract  for  same  to  ex¬ 
pire  July  I,  1909.  Bids  to  be  opened 
June  16th,  1908.  William  S.  Dolbey, 
city  clerk. 


FOR  SALE — Operating  coal  prop¬ 
erty  located  in  eastern  Ohio,  about  2,000 
acres  best  Pittsburgh  No.  8  vein,  conven¬ 
iently  located  so  it  can  be  worked 
from  three  different  openings  on  three 
different  railroads,  two  openings  hav¬ 
ing  already  been  made  and  the  prop¬ 
erty  could  be  producing  from  2,000  to 
3,000  tons  in  .a  very  short  time.  Price 
and  terms  right.  If  interested,  ad¬ 
dress  Box  98,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 

Standard  Pocahontas  Coal  Co. 

WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  WELCH.  W.  VA. 

Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Company  at  Welch,  W.Va., 
or  at  609  Mutual  Life  Building,  Buffalo.,  N.  Y .,  or  at  Dayton,  O. 


This  company  has  been  organized  to  develop  and  operate  a  lease 
of  1,200  or  1,500  acres  of  Pocahontas  coal  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Kailroad  in  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia, 
about  four  miles  ^est  of  Welch. 

The  land  is  underlaid  with  the  coal  seams  which  have  been  op¬ 
erated  in  the  old  Pocahontas  field  on  the  Elkhom  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years  and  also  the  upper  measures  which  have  been  operated  in 
west  of  Welch  for  the  last  7  or  8  years. 

Only  $100,000  of  the  stock  will  be  issued  now  and  this  is  consid¬ 
ered  sufficient  to  equip  the  works  so  as  to  operate  the  shaft  coal  as 
well  as  the  drift  coal  and  load  it  all  over  one  tipple.  Quite  a  block 
of  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  and  the  company  would  prefer 
that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  be  taken  by  jobbers  or  retailers  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  thus  insuring  themselves  a  reg¬ 
ular  supply  of  the  highest  grade  of  Pocahontas  coal  and  the  company 
desirable  customers. 

The  company  will  operate  under  the  regular  Pocahontas  lease, 
which  practically  gives  them  a  perpetual  right  to  the  coal. 

For  particulars  and  information  address  the  company  as  indi¬ 
cated  above.  'I 


nies  wish  to  establish  joint  sales 
office  and  want  energetic  man  to  take 
charge;  one  familiar  with  southern 
markets  preferred.  Address  Box  64, 
Central  City,  Ky. 

WANTED — Position,  by  competent 

mine  manager,  Illinois  certificate.  Can 
give  best  of  references;  desire  posi¬ 
tion  where  economical  operation  is 
appreciated.  Address  Box  99,  care  The 
Black  Diamond. 

EXPERT  SECRET  SERVICE 

operative,  speaking  all  continental 
languages,  especially  skilled  in  min¬ 
ing,  is  open  for  engagements.  Ad¬ 
dress  box  90,  care  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

WANTED — Competent  mine  super¬ 
intendent  for  Illinois  mine.  Give  rec¬ 
ord  and  references.  Address  Box  4, 
care  Black  Diamond. 

FOR  SALE — Coal  lands  in  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  Illinois,  2,000  acres,  10-foot 
vein,  on  railroad;  will  sell  portion  or 
all  on  terms,  or  will  lease  on  royalty. 
Address  Box  93,  care  The  Black 
Diamond. 


A.  J.  LEINEN 

COAL  AND  FREIGHT  CLAIM 
ADJUSTMENTS 

919  Fisher  Bldg. 

CHICAGO 


Choice  Grades  of  Hay 

Kansas  Upland  Prairie,  Timothy  and 
Alfalfa.  Write  for  delivered  prices. 

ARKANSAS  FUEL  CO. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


CHARLES  B.  PHILLIPS  CHARLES  P.  HUNT 

HBNRT  H.  ASHLEY  OBO.  JL  MoILROT 

PARRISH,  PHILLIPS  &  GO., 

Sele  Agents  for 

PARRISH  GOAL  CO.,  WEST  END  COAL  CO., 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.'s 

Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat;  also  Georges  Creelr 
Cumberland  and  Clearfield  Coal. 

1  Broadway»  PfBJW  YORK 

i _ . _ _ _ 
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3— T  RAVELING  BRIDGE-TRAM  WAYS-EACH  506  FT.  LONG 
2 — DODGE  REVOLVING  LOCOMOTIVE-CRANES 
2-MOVABLE  SCREENING  TOWERS  WITH  ELEVATORS  AND 

in  200, 000-ton  bituminous  storage  plant  designed  and  installed  by  us  for  the  BERWIND-WHITE  COAL  MINING  CO- 
SUPERIOR.  WIS.  Electrical  equipment  throughout  (alternating  current  control)  also  designed  and  installed  by  us. 

FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS  WRITE  TO 

THE  DODGE  COAL  STORAGE  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Hunting  Park  Ave.  and  Reading  Ry. 

NEW  YORK,  299  Broadway 
PITTSBURGH,  1501-02  Park  Bldg. 


CONVEYORS 


CHICAGO,  39th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave 
SEATTLE,  440  New  York  Block 


CAPELL  MINE  FANS 

CAPELL  FAN  &  ENGINEERING  CO., 

MONONCAHELA,  PA. 

Consult  Us  Regarding  Your  Mine  Ventilation 


M.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  President  D.  SINCLAIR,  Gen’l  Supt 

New  Central  Coal  Company 

of  MARTLAND 
MINERS  A.ND  SHIPPERS  OK 

Big  Vein,  Georges  Creek  Cumberland  Coal,  Pittsburg 
Seam  Gas  and  Steam  Coal 

Rooms  419  <£•  420.  17  Battery  Place,  ...  NE' W  YORK 

Shipments  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  all  rail. 


Ottumwa  Box  Car  Loaders 


A  good  loading  machine  at  a  reasonable  price.  Loads  gravel,  washed  coal,  all  small  materials. 

A  machine  within  reach  of  all.  A  machine  designed  to  save  labor.  Ottumwa  Loaders  reduce  loading 
expense  by  enough  to  pay  for  machine  in  a  very  short  time.  If  you  absolutely  knew  the  Ottumwa  Loader 
would  make  you  money  wouldn’t  you  want  one?  Let  us  prove  they  will. 

WE  MANUFACTURE  STEVENS  CENTRIFUGAL  MINE  FAN 

OTTUMWA  BOX  CAR  LOADER  COMPANY 

Main  Office  and  Factory  _  ,  \  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Ira  E.  Stevens,  Sales  Agent. 

OTTUMWA.  IOWA  Branches  j  H0UST0N>  JEX.,  Temple  Bldg.,  E.  P.  Alsbury  4  Son,  Sales  Agts. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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FOR  SALE 

$100,000  worth  of  Corliss  Engines,  automatic  Engines,  tub¬ 
ular  and  water  tube  boilers,  condensers,  boiler  feed  pumps, 
air  compressors,  direct  and  alternating  current  motors  and 
generators,  direct  connected  electrical  units,  etc.,  being 
taken  out  of  service  by  the  Commonwealth  Edison  Co., 
owing  to  the  installation  of  steam  turbines  in  main  plant. 
All  material  is  in  first-class  operative  condition,  still  on  orig¬ 
inal  foundations  where  it  can  be  inspected  under  full  work¬ 
ing  conditions;  price  one-half  of  original  cost;  delivery  im¬ 
mediate;  terms  liberal;  send  for  list. 

POWER  EQUIPMENT  CO.,  1405  Fisher  Bldg.,  CHICAGO 


RAILS 


AIL 

NEW  RELAYING 

M.  K.  FRANK 

PITTSBURGH 


FOR  SALE 


CHOICE 


RE-LAYI  NG 


30,  35,  40,  56,  and  60  lb. 

(and  other  weights).  Also  new  12  lb  , 
.  ,  .  16  1b..  20  lb.,  25  lb. ,30  lb. ,35  lb. .40  lb., 

45  lb.,  50  lb.,  etc.,  and  splices  tor  same.  Advise  weight,  quantity  vou  want  and  where  you 
want  them  deliveied.  PITTSBURGH  RAIL  SUPPLY  CO.,  421  WOOD  ST.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

@“We  can  make  low  prices  on  SWITCHES  and  FROGS. 


WANTED 

One  tail  rope  haulage  engine 
capable  of  hauling  1000  tons 
per  day.  Address, 

BLACK  DIAMOND,  BOX  7 

FOR  SALE 

500  Hopper  Bottom  Coal  Cars,  M.  C.  B. 
Couplers  and  Air  Brakes.  Thoroughly 
overhauled,  painted  and  lettered  to  suit. 
Immediate  delivery.  Low  price.  Wire 
or  write  for  specifications. 

A.  V.  Kaiser  4  Co,  Philadelphia 

RAILS 

8  Pounds  to  40  Pounds  Per  Yard 
IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENTS 
Delivered  Prices  Quoted  Promptly 

McKENNA  BROS. 
Cumberland,  Md. 

It  will  pay  coal  operat¬ 
ors  to  write  The  Black 
Diamond  when  in  the 
market  for  Mine  Equip¬ 
ment. 

FOR  SALE 

New  Frogs  and  Switches 

Frogs  and  switches  for  25,  30,  35,  40  and  60 
lb.  rail;  also  switch  stands,  rail  braces,  spikes, 
car  movers  and  general  track  supplies  for  Mines. 

Central  Track  Supply  Co.,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESS  MINING  DEP 

W.H.D.TOTTEN.Jr. 

▼  STEEL 
RAILS 

CINCINNATI,  -  OHIO 

READ  OUR 

WANT  COLUMN 

ON  PAGE  30 

If  you  are  in  the  market 
for  Mine  Equipment,  it 
will  pay  you  to  consult 
The  Black  Diamond. 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

The  Coal  Trade’s  Leading  Journal 


Is  a  profitable  medium  for  advertisers 
wishing  to  reach  the  Coal  Industry 

WRITE  FOR  RATES 


Greene  self  dumping  car  haul 

REENE  AUTOMATIC  TRANSFER  DUMPS 
REENELOADINC  CONVEYOR  SYSTEM  for  Mines 
REENE  QUICK  DISCHARGE  WEIGH  PAN 

PAT.  THEY  ALL  SAVE  MONEY 

F.  C.  GREENE,  Mining  Engineer,  702-10  REPUBLIC  BlDC.,  Cleveland,  O. 


Buda  Jacks 

5<5  styles  and  sizes  of  Ratchet  and  Ball¬ 
bearing  jacks  with  capacities 
i  to  75  tons 


By  using  Buda  Jacks  you  can  avoid  the  expense 
of  continual  repairs  and  the  danger  to  property 
and  life  that  comes  from  the  employment  of  in¬ 
ferior  makes.  Ours  are  tested  and  guaranteed. 
If  you  have  had  trouble  with  jacks  you  will 
probably  be  glad  to  write  for  our  special  jack 
catalogue  which  explains  features  of  merit  that 
will  interest  you. 


The  BUDA  FOUNDRY  <&,  MFC.  CO. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  ST.  LOUIS 


COAL  BRIQUETINC  MACHINERY 

(MASHEK  PROCESS) 

The  only  commercially  successful  coal  briqueting  installations  in  United  States 
and  Canada.  Machinery  and  plans  only,  or  complete  plants  erected  and  turned 
over  to  owners  in  operation. 

Mashek  Engineering  Co.,  141  Broadway,  New  York 


U.  S.  OR 
CANADIAN 

PATENTS 

$25.00 

We  pay  a.11  expenses 
and  disbursements 
except  govern¬ 
ment  fees. 


Write’to  us  for  preliminary  opinions 
on  all  legal  matters.  No  charge 
unless  retained. 

Associates  throughout  Continental 
Europe,  Great  Britian,  the  Colonies, 
South  America  and  Canada  enable 
us  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
foreign  interests  with  dispatch. 

Our  pamphlet  for  the  asking. 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  LAW  LEAGUE,  Inc. 
170  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


JOHN  D.  DEWITT 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


Specify 

“The 

Detroit” 

Lubricator 

Over  900,000  in 
use. 

Catalog  Free. 


BUY  AND  SELL  COAL  LANDS  AND  ASSIST 
IN  FINANCING  COAL  PROPERTIES 


Detroit  Lubricator  Company, 


DETROIT,  U.  S.  A. 


Index  to  Advertisers. 
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Boyts,  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa....  38 

Cook,  A.  D.,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind .  40 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 46 

Pumps  (Mine). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 42 

Ralls. 

Crawford  &  McCrimmon  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.  43 

Pittsburg  Rail  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  34 


from  page  31. 

PAGE 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa . 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis. .  34 
Roofing — 

Barrett  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York . 

Scales. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago .  34 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill . 45 

Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa.  .  46 

Screens  (Mining). 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  35 

Phillips  Mine  &  Mill  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa..  36 

Soreens  (Yard). 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio . 42 

Link  Belt  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill .  35 

Shafting. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  Ill . 

Switch  Stands. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Tipples. 

Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio .  42 

Trucks. 

Bliss  &  Laughlin,  Harvey,  III . 

Water  Softening  Plants. 

Buda  Fdry.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago . 34 

Weigh  Baskets. 

Eagle  Iron  Works,  Des  Moines,  Iowa....  38 

Wheels. 

Hockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co., 

Penn  Station,  Pa .  47 

Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Barnes- 

ville,  Ohio  . .  • 

Zelnicker,  W.  A.,  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  34 

Wire  Bone.  „  „  T  . 

Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis..  47 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.....  45 
Hazard  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago  and  Wilkes- 

barre.  Pa.  I . 

Zelnicker,  Walter  A.,  Supply  Co .  84 
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COA1  WOQDii?  MENDOTA  LAKE  ICC 

*»•■*****■*«*«»  *  F..S  Cuv.-I 


Retail  Coal  Pockets 

,  Prevent  Demurrage,  Occupy  Minimum 
Space,  Provide  Maximum  Storage  Capacity 

These  facilities,  combined  with  simple 
machinery  which  handles  the  coal  with¬ 
out  breakage,  saves  to  the  dealer 
nearly  21c  a  ton — or  three-fourths  of 
the  expense  of  hand-shoveling. 

Write  for  Booklet  No.  47 

LINK-BELT 

COMPANY 

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  INDIANAPOLIS 


Retail  Coal  Pocket  erected  for  Conklin  &  Sons,  Madison,  Wis. 
Capacity:  overhead  storage,  400  tons, 
ground  storage  4. 1  OO  tons. 


NEW  YORK 
299  Broadway 

SEATTLE 
440  New  York  Block 


PITTSBURGH 
1501  Park  Bldg. 

DENVER 

Lindrooth,  Shubart  <S.  Co. 


ST.  LOUIS 
Missouri  Trust  Bldg. 

NEW  ORLEANS 
Wilmot  Machinery  Co. 


The  Coal  Dealers’ 

Blue  Book 

Contains  a  Complete  List  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  of  all 

Coal  Operators,  Shippers  and  Dealers,  Gas  Companies,  Elevators, 
Foundries,  Mills,  Iron  Works,  and  all  Manufacturers  who  buy 

Coal  ana  Coke  in  car  load  lots,  with  capital  and  pay  ratings. 

Por  Details  Address 

The  J.  B.  SANBORN 

COMPANY 

Pennsylvania  Building 

324  Dearborn  Street 

PHILADELPHIA 

CHICAGO 

For  The  Ambitious  Clerk 


Bookkeeper,  or  other  employe  who  wants  to  get  on  and' can  see  that  to  do  it  now  he 
must  study  business  as  was  never  required  before,  the  magazine  “BUSINESS  AID,”  112 
Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  is  almost  indispensable.  It  gives  in  a  nutshell  important  busi¬ 
ness-world  news,  principles,  points  on  methods,  experiences  of  leaders,  the  fundamentals 
of  advertising,  and,  above  all,  the  cream  of  what  the  courts  are  deciding  that  must 
control  future  transactions,  etc.  Try  it  three  months  for  25  cents.  If  you  are  in  earnest 
- — mean  business — send  for  it  today;  stamps  or  silver.  Every  business  man  should  read 
“BUSINESS  AID.”  No  young  man  can  afford  to  be  without  it. 


CINCINNATI 

1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 


THE  C.  C.  BLAKE  COAL  &  COKE  CO. 

NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

LUMP,  EGG,  MINE  RUN  AND  SMITHING  COAL 


CHICAGO  * 

Old  Colony  Bldg. 


KANAWHA  SPLINT 
and  CAS  COAL 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

Ebel  Bldg. 


NEW  RIVER  6c  KANAWHA 
COKE 


Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons. 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Company, 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Kanawha  and  Cabin  Creek  Splint,  Steam  and  Gas  Coals. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

C.  R.  Moriarty, 

Western  Sales  Agt. 
1st  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

J.  F.  Orndorff, 

Northern  Sales  Agt. 

1228  M  jestlc  Bid’s. 


GENERAL  OFFICE: 

Sales  Department, 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


W.  M.  PUCKETT, 

Vice  President  and  Qeneral  Sales  Agt. 


RICHMOND,  VA. 

B.  H.  Randolph, 

Eastern  Sales  Agt. 

American  Nat’l  Bank  Bld’g. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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J.  E.  DAVIS,  President,  No.  I  Broadway 
New  York 


L.  A.  HICKLEY,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Land  Title  Bldg. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


STEAM— CAS  PRODUCER  —  DOMESTIC  —  PUREST 


Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

EXCLUSIVE  SALES  AGENTS  FOR  THE  FAMOUS 

ISLAND  CREEK” 

R.  S.  McVEIGH.  Western  Manager  ~mr 

Mercantile  Library  Building  m  ■  W  ■  v 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  m  ^ 


Absolutely  One  Quality 
Perfect  Prepa.ra.tior\ 

From  the  model  mines  of  the  United  Stales  Coal  and  Oil  Co. 
at  Holden,  Logan  Co.,  West  Virginia 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  tons — 30,000  acres  of  seven  foot  coal 
Shipments 

All  rail  east  and  West  via  Chesapeake  4  Ohio  or  by  River 
and  Rail  via  Elevator  of  the  Island  Creek 
Fuel  Co.  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

WRITE  FOR  PR  ICES - 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

ORCUTT’S  SMOKELESS  NEW  RIVER  STEAM  COAL 

ALSO  KANAWHA  GAS  AND  SPLINT  COALS 


Main  Office,  No.  1  Broadway*  New  York  Bra.nch  Offices:  European  Agents: 

C.  B.  ORCUTT,  President  161  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  Richmond,  Va.  MANN,  GEORGE  &  COMPANY 

W.  W.  WILLETT,  Treasurer  Newport  News,  Va.  23  Lime  Street,  London,  E.  C.,  England 


MR.  WHOLESALE  COAL  DEALER 

Branch  Offlces-NEW  YORK,  PITTSBURG.  CINCINNATI,  COLUMBUS. 


Have  you  a  friend  in  the  retail  coal  business?  Ask  him  the  name  of  the 
coal  paper  he  reads.  Ask  the  purchasing  agent  of  any  large  manufac¬ 
turing  concern  the  same  question.  The  answers  you  will  receive  should 
result  in  our  getting  an  inquiry  for  advertising  rates. 

Address,  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

Old  Colony  Building,  CHICAGO 


STEEL  SCREEN  BARS,  ALL  SIZES  IN  STOCK 


Phillips  Mine  and  Mill  Supply  Co. 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Manufacturers  of  Coal  and  Coke  Works  Equipment 

Let 

Us 

Submit 
Plans 
and 

Estimates 

Wheel  with  steel  cap. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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POCAHONTAS 

Trade  ark  K- gi  ered 


THE  STANDARD 
OF  EXCELLENCE 


A  SYMBOL  OF 
QUALITY 


Our  registered  Trade-Mark  covering  THE  CELEBRATED  C.  C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS  COAL  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  Sterling  Stamp  on  Silver,  as  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  made  it  THE  STANDARD 
FOR  GRADING  ALL  STEAM  FUEL 


c. 


C.  B.  POCAHONTAS  SMOKELESS 


Is  the  only  American  Coal  that  has  been  officially  indorsed  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  and  is  the  favorite  fuel  with  the  United  States  Navy,  which  has  used  it  almost  exclusively  for  many  years. 

UNEQUALED  FOR  THE  GENERATION  OF  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES 


CASTNER, 

Branch  Offices 

1  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Citizens’  Bank  Building,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  Ill. 

50  Congress  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


CURRAN  &  BULLITT,  Sole  Agents 

C.  C.  B.  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal  Branch  Offices 

MAIN  OFFICE  :  ARCADE  BLDG.  Neave  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

1  SOUTH  1  KTR  STR'R'RT  Terry  Building,  Roanoke,  Va. 

DUTT  *  nvr  nm»  nrvvcvr  ua’,tt  .  European  Agts— Hull,  Blyth  &  Company 
PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA  4  Fenchurch  Ave.,  London,  E.  C.,  Eng. 


JUDD  STEWART,  Pres. 
71  Broadway,  New  York 


WM.  BURLINGHAM,  Western  Mgr. 
Cincinnati,  O. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

TRADE  ADHIRALTY  HARK 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 


KANAWHA  GAS  AND  STEAM  GOAL 


Tide-Water  Shipments  at  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 
Piers,  Newport  News 


The  PHILADELPHIA  &  READING  COAL  AND  IRON  CO. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 


SCHUYLKILL  COAL 

HARD  AND  FREE  BURNING  WHITE  ASH,  LORBERRY,  NORTH  FRANKLIN  WHITE  ASH,  SCHUYLKILL  RED  ASH, 

SHAMOKIN,  LYKENS  VALLEY. 

NEW  YORK — Frank  Oberrender.  Sales  Agent.  1(3  Liberty  St  CHICAGO— J.  H.  M.  Claggettt,  Resident  Manager,  Old  Colony  Building. 

BOSTON— T.  Myers  Richards,  Jr.,  General  Eaatem  Agent,  141  Milk  St  MILWAUKEE  >  1  u  Sessions  N  W  Sales  Agent,  Minneapolis.  Minn. 

BUFFALO-D.  L.  Tuttle.  Sales  Agent,  Prudential  Building.  MINNEAPOLIS  |  J  *  ,  . 

.  __r  _r,T  .<  Warren  B.  Smith,  Line  Sales  Agent,  Reading  TerminaL  ~  "  "  “  " 

PHILADELPHIA}  q.  q  Coughlin,  City  and  Southern  Sales  Agent. 

BALTIMORE— T,  W.  Claggett,  Agent,  Calvert  Building. 


General  Office,  Reading  Terminal,  Philadelphia. 


ROCHESTER— Geo.  C.  Potts,  General  Northern  Sales  Agent  (Wester* 

New  York  and  Canada.) 

WASHINGTON— J.  A-  Lounsbury,  Agent.  LeDrolt  Building, 

THOS.  M.  RICHARDS,  First  Vice-President. 

ROBERT  J.  MONTGOMERY,  General  Coal  Agent. 


Pittsburgli  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  YOUCHIOCHENY  AAAI 

CAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  VWHL 


GAS  AND  PITTSBURGH  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC 

Loading  and  Fueling  Docks  at  all  Ports  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

COLONIAL  COKE  COMPANY 

Ceneral  Office:  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated  COLONIAL  CONNELLSVILLE  COKE  for 

Furnaee  and  Foundry  Use. 


HrriUTC  AT  NEW  YORK  CHICAGO  ST.  PAUL  MINNEAPOLIS  DULUTH 

AuLIM  I  O  A  I  TOLEDO  DETROIT  ERIE  BUFFALO  YOUNGSTOWN 


SUPERIOR 


CLEVELAND 

AKRON 


Ojyp  O  A  Q  A  d  1  ff  QA  ;  3TC  Ail  A  Hkl  at  $2<*0  Per  month  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  indifferent  salesmen  at 
’’i  ™  ^  ^  ^  D  l-  1C  O  H  U  C  3  IYI  A  ll  $50  per  month.  It’s  the  same  with  advertising  mediums.  Two  hundred  dollars’  worth 

of  space  in  THE  8LACK  DIAMOND  will  sell  more  coal  or  machinery  than  four  $50  ads  placed  in  the  cheap  papers.  You  don’t  hire  salesmen  because 
they’re  cheap,  and  you  should  not  buy  space  in  a  paper  because  It’s  cheap.  Both  are  generally  dear  at  any  price.  Write  for  advertising  rates. 

THE  BEACK  DIAMOND 

Chicago:  1150-1159  Old  Colony  Bldg.  New  York:  42  Broadway.  Columbus:  Brunson  Bldg.  Pittsburg:  Ferguson  Bldg.  Cincinnati:  117  E.  7th  St. 


William  Marmet, 

Prest.  Rudolph  Kleybolte,  Vice-Prest. 

Edwin  Marmet,  Vtce*Preit»  and  Gen’l  Mgr.  j 

THE 

MARMET 

(EstabllahAri  1  flflA) 

COAL 

• 

0 

O 

“T*  MARMET  SPLINT 

MONARCH  (Gsauine  Cedar  Grove) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advt .rtisers. 
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The  highest  efficiency  with  fastest  work  in  handling  coal  is  assured  with 


HAYWARD  CLAM  SHELL 
-  BUCKETS  — 


They  are  the  most  powerful  buckets  built,  and  DO  THE  WORK 


We  also  build  Orange  Peel  Buckets,  Dredges,  Excavators  and  every 

kind  of  machine  for  coal  handlers. 


THE 


OUR  CATALOGUE  TELLS  THE  STORY 

HAYWARD  CO.,  50  Church  Street,  NEW  YORK 


NEW  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  GOAL  &  COKE  COMPANY 


New  River  Smokeless  Steam,  Lump,  Egg  and  Smithing  Coal 


FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY 


DAILY  CAPACITY,  14,000  TONS  OF 
COAL  AND  1,000  TONS  OF  COKE 


COKE 


“New  River  Semi-Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal  is, 
without  exception,  the  highest  grade  coal 
produced  in  America  or  Europe.” 


Heating  value  per  lb.  of  coal,  average  of  125  tests,  15,311  B.  T.  U 
Ash,  average  of  125  determinations .  2.99 


Main  Office:  THURMOND,  WEST  VA. 

- - Branch  Offices  :■ - 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  Oliver  Building, 
H.  P.  Cannon,  Manager. 


CINCINNATI,  O.,  Ingalls  Building. 
RICHMOND, VA.,  Am.  Nat’l  Bank  Bldg. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND,  82  Fenchurch  St. 


CHICAGO.  ILL.,  618  Marquette  Bldg. 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Schmelz  Bldg. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  20  King  St.,  E. 


I  MANUFACTURED  nv  - 

BOYTS,  PORTER  A,  COMPANY 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA.  -  -  -  U.  8.  A. 

NINE 
PUMPS 

TANK 
PUMPS 

HYDRAULIC 
PUMPS 

COMPOUND 
PUMPS 

SINKING 

PUMPS 

Size:  10-inch  Steam  Cylinder,  5-inch  Plungers,  18-inch  Stroke,  3-inch 
Suction,  SJ^-inch  Discharge. 

Electrical 
Power  Pomp* 

Vertical  Deep 
Well  Pomps 

Heavy  and  Light 
Pressure  Pomps 

Wood  Lined 
Mine  Pomps 

with 

Pot  Volvo 
Water  Chamber 

Size:  9-inch  Plungers,  10-inch  Stroke.  10-inch  Suction.  8-inch  Discharge 
Mine  Pump,  30  H.  P.  General  Electric  Motor. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


Works 


DES  MOINES. 
IOWA 


BUILDER8  OF  LATE8T  IMPROVED 

Geared  and  Direct  Hoisting  and  Winding  Engines 
Direct  Connected  Mine  Fans 
Plain  and  Self-Dumping  Cages 
Revolving  Screens  and  Conveyors 
Akron  and  Diamond  Bar  Screens 
Box  Car  Loaders,  Chutes,  Weigh  Baskets,  Etc. 

...  COMPLETE  MINE  EQUIPMENT  ... 


YOUCH  STEAM  PUMPS 


Special  Boiler  Feed  Pumps  with  Self  Grinding  Bronze  Valve*.  Pump* 
every  kind  of  service  in  Piston  and  Plunger  Patterns.  Pumps  built 
3  for  operation  by  Steam,  Compressed  Air  or  Electricity. 


Eagle 

Iron 


Side  view  of  our  “S”  or  Bow  Vein  Machine,  mounted  on  Plain  Truck. 
Height  18  inches.  Undercut  5  ft.  4  in.  The  ideal  machine 
for  low  cut  veins.  Simple  and  easy  to  handle. 


Standard  “D”  Machine,  mounted  on  Plain  Truck.  Undercut  5,  6  and 
7  feet.  Over  3,000  in  use.  Best  record  of  any 
mining  machine  in  America. 


100  K.  W.  Generator,  250  and  500  Volts.  Built  specially  heavy  and  Heavy  “D”  Machine  mounted  on  truck.  Bear  view,  showing  prin- 

strong  for  mine  service.  All  sizes  from  50  K.  W.  up.  cipal  working  parts.  Made  specially  strong  for  cutting  hard 

coal.  No  beveled  gears.  Very  simple  in  construction. 


Mine  Locomotives.  5  tons  to  25  tons  weight.  250  and  500  volts,  50  to  250  horse  power.  Over  500  in  use.  Cheapest  and  best  in  the  market. 

Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co.  Manufacturers  of  Coal  Mining  Machinery 

Main  Office  and  Works:  27th  St.  and  Shields  Ave.,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  U.  S.  A.  write  for  catalogue  and  Prices. 


When  Buyers  Forget 

To  Forget— 

when  competition  ceases  to  compete;  when  every  actual  and  prospective 
customer  has  been  convinced  that  your  product  is  the  best  of  its  kind 
and  nothing  better  can  be  produced,  then,  and  only  then,  will  it  be  safe  to 

Get  Along  Without  Advertising 

Just  so  long  as  old  buyers  die  and  new  ones  take  their  places;  just  so 
long  as  there  is  competition  to  coax  your  customers  from  you;  just  so 
long  as  there  is  a  possibility  that  some  body  else  will  produce  a  better  prod¬ 
uct,  just  so  long  will  it  be  important,  absolutely  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  educating  and  reminding  your  own  and  your 
competitors'  customers  as  to  your  goods* 

And  just  so  long  as  the  buyers  and  prospective  buyers  in  a  given 
trade  or  profession  subscribe  to  the  publications  representing  that  trade 
or  profession,  just  so  long  will  there  be  no  better  way  to  reach  and  im¬ 
press  them  with  your  business  story,  than  through  the  technical  and 
trade  publications  which  they  look  to  and  depend  upon  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  which  enables  them  to  compete  successfully  along  their  own  lines* 

Is  it  not  quite  as  necessary  to  do  this  work  of  educating  and  re¬ 
minding  in  dull  times  as  when  business  is  brisk?  It  takes  time,  at  any 
time,  to  excite  interest  and  create  desire;  new  men  are  coming  into  your 
business  field  every  day;  there  is  always  plenty  of  worth  while  material 
to  work  on*  Where,  then,  is  there  any  saving  in  the  temporary  dis¬ 
continuance  of  a  work  which  must  be  done— which  must  be  done  more 
and  harder  and  at  greater  cost  if  once  interrupted? — Selling  Magazine. 

Your  advertisement  in  The  Black  Diamond  will  be  read  by  nearly  everyone 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  who  is  interested  in  the  coal  industry, 
for  more  than  twenty  years  the  coal  trade’s  leading  journal.  Write  for  rates. 


The  Black  Diamond 

I  150-55  Old  Colony  Bldg. 
CHICAGO 

New  York:  Pittsburg:  Cincinnati:  Columbus: 

42  Broadway.  Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  Seventh  St.  Brunson  Bldg. 
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E.  Iv.  HBDSTROM  &  CO. 

MARQUETTE  BUILDING.  CHICAGO.  ILL. 

Agents  for  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.’s 


Shipping  Docks,  CHICAGO,  SOUTH  CHICAGO  All  Rail  Shipments  from  Buffalo 

ALSO  NORTHWESTERN  SALES  AGENTS  FOR 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

New  River  Smokeless  Lump,  Egg  and  Mine  Run 

Daily  Capacity,  10,000  Tons 

AND  FOR 

Cabin  Creek  Consolidated  Coal  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Kanawha  (Si  Cabin  Creek  West  Virginia  Splint 

Yearly  Capacity,  4,000,000  Tons 

OUR  PEERLESS  FRANKLIN  COUNTY.  ILLINOIS.  COAL.  6”  LUMP  AND  EGG  AND  3”  NUT 

Bostonia  H it  cl  Picked  Cannel 

From  Our  Mines  at  New  Bethlehem.  Pa. 

Genuine  Lilly  Smithing,  Youghiogheny  Gas  and  Steam  Coals;  Connellsville  Coke 


SUNDAY  CREEK 
COMPANY 


PRODUCERS  OR 


Medal  awarded  Sunday  Creek  Co, 
St,  Louis  Exposition ,  1904. 


Sunday  Creek  Hocking1  Coal 


Medal  awarded  Sunday  Creek  Co. 
St.  Louis  Exposition ,  1904 


Smithers  Creek  “Hand  Picked”  Splint  Coal 
Smithers  Creek  Steam  and  Gas  Coal 
Kanawha  Splint  and  Steam  Coal 


ANNUAL  PRODUCTION  TEN  MILLION  TONS 


CHICACO 
A.  J.  ATWATER 
Western  Sales  Agent 
Old  Colony  Building 


INDIANAPOLIS 

F.  L.  FENSTEMACHER 
So.  Western  Sale*  Agent 
Terminal  Traction  Building 


,  GENERAL  OFFICE 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

H.  H.  HEINER 
1st  Vice-President 


DETROIT 

C.  J.  ANDREWS 
Northern  Sales  Agent 
Majestic  Building 


NORTHWESTERN  AGENTS 

St.  Paul  Sc.  Western  Coal  Company  Boston  Coal  Dock  &  Wharf  Co. 

E.  E.  HEINER,  Vice-President,  ST.  PAUL,  MINN. 

F.  D.  WILLIAMS,  Northwestern  Sales  Agent. 


Duluth 


- DOCKS - 

Superior  Milwaukee 

Annual  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity  Two  Million  Tons 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


4 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[June  27 


CHICAGO  SHIPPERS 


J.  T.  HESSER  COAL.  CO 

plTTSBURG  &  INDIANA  COAL  CO. 

Celebrated  Washington  Coal 

New  River  and  Kanawha 

Mlnest  Springfield,  III. 

Coal  and  Coke 

Pomeroy  Hocking  nines,  Cheshire,  O. 

Telephone  Harrison  1835 

Fisher  Bldg.,  Tei.  Har.  1707  Chicago 

Fisher  Bldg.,  CHICAGO 

D 


IAMOND  COAL  AND 

MINING  CO. 


Fisher  Bldg.,  CHICAGO 
Suit*  510.  Phone  Her.  73. 


C.  M.  Moderwell  &  Co. 

Fisher  Building,  Chicago 


Sole  Agents  for  the  products  of  the 

United  Coal  Mining  Co. 

Mines  at  Christopher,  Franklin  County,  III., 
Mecca,  Indiana. 


HENRY  HOLVERSCHEID 


H.  J.  KOEBER 


HENRY 

Eastern  Cem 
6  in.OhioBlock  Hocking 
III.  Eureka  Sootless 
6ln.Lumpand  Egg 
No.  I  and  2  Washed 
Splint  W.  Va. 


HOLVERSCHEID  &  COMPANY 


SHIPPERS  AND  MINE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  HIGH  GRADE 

COAL  AND  COKE 

1339  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BLDG.,  Dearborn  and  Monroe  Sts. 

Long  Distance  Phones  Central  4743  Automatic  57  I  2.  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


Purity  W.Va.  Block 
Anthracite 
Pocahontas 
New  River 
Indiana  and 
Illinois  Coal  r 


JOHN  T.  CONNERY,  President 


JAS.  P,  CONNERY,  Sec’y. 


MIAMI  COAL  COMPANY 

Miners  of  Indiana  Bituminous  Coal 


Main  Office,  Suite  505  Old  Colony  Building 
CHICAGO 


Mines  at  Ehrmandale  and  Cloverland,  Indiana 
Capacity,  3,000  Tons  Per  Day 


MITCHELL  SPALDING  COAL  COMPANY 

215  DEARBORN  STREET  Phone,  Harrison  1064  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  COALS 


ALL  RAIL  ANTHRACITE 

ON  TRACK 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT 


HOCKING 

POCAHONTAS  and 

NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS 

SPLINT 

SMITHING 

CANNEL 


CARTERVILLE  \  ....  . 

TRENTON  i  Jllll,r.of8 

SPRINGFIELD  >  AH  Slzes 

INDIANA  LUMP,  ECO  and  NUT 
BRAZIL  BLOCK 
DOMESTIC  COKE 


W.  S.  BOGLE.  President  C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-President  JNO.  A.  BECK,  Secretary 

CRESCENT  COAL  it  MINING  CO. 

G.  H.  CONN,  General  Sales  Agent  Fisher  Building  CHICAGO  Eighth  Floor  Telephone  Harrison  988 

Plymouth  Anthacite  W.  S.  B.  Pocahontas  West  Virginia  Splint  Hocktag  Lump  Franklin  Co.  Carterville  Springfield  Blacksmith  (the  very  best) 

(alrail)  (Lump,  Egg,  Mine  Run)  (all  rail  and  dock)  (all  rail  and  dock)  (6-in . Lump  and  Egg)  (6-in. Lump,  Egg  and  Washed)  (6-in. Lump  and  Egg) 

We  Handle  Only  the  Best.  Make  Satisfactory  Prices.  Prompt  Shipments 


E.S.  VAN  SANT,  Vice-President.  N.  S.  BIRKLAND,  Secretary.  W.  D.  MAIER,  Treasurer. 

Globe  Coal  Company 

1560-1570  OLD  COLONY  BUILDING,  CHICAGO 

COAL  AND  COKE 

Pittsburgli-Buffalo  Company  “VOrttHIOftHESTY” 

Crawford  Coal  Company  “BRAZIL  BLOCK”.  Indiana  Block  Coal  Co.  “INDIANA  BLOCK” 

Falling  Rock  t  unnel  Coal  t  o.  “t’ASSEL”  Century  Coal  Co.  “WEST  VIRGINIA  STEAM” 

Black-Hlieridan-TYilson  t'o’s.,  Georges  Greek  Smithing,  “MINER  IN  MARYLAND” 

“Special  Prepared  No.  6  Hocking”  Domestic  Lump 


GEO.  F.  GETZ,  President. 

Main  Office 

Phone  Harrison  2881 
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WINIFREDE  GOAL  GO. 

Exclusive  Miners  and  Shippers  of  the  Celebrated 

Winifrede  Splint  Coal 
and  Belmont  Coal 

Unexcelled  for  Steam  and  domestic  purposes.  The  most  economical  coal  a 

dealer  can  handle. 

SHIPPED  “ALL  RAIL  IN  BOX  CARS/' 


1527  to  1530  Union  Trust  Bldg.  CINCINNATI  OHIO 

Ceneral  Office  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


MILWAUKEE 
WESTERN 
FUEL  CO 


MILWAUKEE.  WIS. 


Long  Distance  Telephone  Call  P.  O.  Box  1962 

RECTOR  5320 

WARD  *  OLYPHANT 
COAL 

17  BATTERY  PLACE  NEW  YORK 

TIDE-WATER  SALES  AGENTS 
DELAWARE  &  HUDSON  CO’S  LACKAWANNA  COAL 


BOSTON  OFFICE:  30  KILBY  STREET,  DARROW,  MANN  CO. 


Lemuel  E.  Wells 

Anthracite  and  A  ¥ 

Bituminous 

1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  Telephone  3675  Rector 


Aik  for  what  you  want,  and  ask  emphatically.  Do  so  through  the 

Black  Diamond’s  Want  Columns 

II  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  if  you  take  this 
course.  The  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  you  can  tell  them  personally  to  a  dozen  people.  You  .  _  _  ...  , 

can’t  aff.rd  the  slow  way  when  the  rate  for  want  ad»  is  only  4  Lent*  "er  Word 


United  Coal  Goinpamj 

of  Pittsburgh-Peima 


Mines  on  Monongaheln  Rdver.  Second  Pool 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  Baltimore 
6,  Ohio  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 


We  overate  ovir  own  Individual  oars 
-GENERAL  OFFICES : 

Bank  for  Savings  Building 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


New  York  Office  Philadelphia  Office 

Whitehall  Building  Pennsylvania  Building 

Boston  Office.  141  Milk  Street 


Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 
Youghio^henj  Gas  &SteamCoal 

Quemahoning  Smokeless  Steam  Coal 


MENTION  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 
WHEN  WRITING  ADVERTISERS 
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MR.  CONSUMER: 

The  following  is  an  exact  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  us  from  one  of  our 
numerous  customers  recently,  and  may  apply  to  your  case: 

“Dear  Sirs: 

You  will  remember  the  trouble  you  had  in  selling  us  Youghiogheny  Coal,  owing  to  the 
price  being  somewhat  higher  than  we  were  paying  for  the  best  grades  of  steam  coal.  It  is  due 
you  now  that  we  should  give  you  the  result  of  a  fair  and  careful  test  of  your  coal  in  comparison 
with  coal  which,  barring  yours,  is  the  best  coal  we  have  ever  used.  In  proof  of  the  latter,  I 
will  say,  just  here,  that  our  record  for  twenty  hours  run  in  the  past  has  been  from  seven  to 
seven  [and  one-half  tons.  The  present  test  was  made  on  a  run  of  twenty  hours  as  follows : 

M.  R.  C.  C.  &  C.  Co  “Youghiogheny”  .  .  7,600  pounds 

Other  coal  “Blank” .  10,220  “ 

If  large  consumers  would  give  your  coal  a  fair  test  I  am  sure  you  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  selling  on  the  result.” 

The  above  should  be  of  interest  to  every  coal  consumer,  and  we  would  like 
to  hear  from  you.  The  name  of  the  party  will  be  given  on  application. 

THE  MONONGAHELA  RIVER  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  *  COKE  COMPANY 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO  YOUNGSTOWN,  OHIO  BUFFALO,  N.Y.  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


W.  H.  TR.UESDALE,  President  E.  E.  LOOMIS.  Vice-President 

THE  DELAWARE,  LACKAWANNA  £  WESTERN  R.  R.  CO. 

=  MINES  AND  SELLS  .  = 

SCRANTON  COAL 


J.  H.  ABBOTT,  SeJes  Agent,  Tide-water,  90  West  St.,  N.  Y.  ••  O.  MEMORY,  Sale.  Agent.  D.  L.  d  W.  Line  Pelnta,  90  West  St.,  N.  Y. 

H»  A.  SMITH,  As.’}  Line  SeJss  Agent,  West  of  Delaware  R-lvar,  Somnton.  Pa.  D.  N.  R.OTHER.MEL,  Salesman,  Providence,  R..  I. 

Bvrr ALO,  SYRACUSE.  OSWEGO.  D.  E.  Russell,  GenT  Northern  Sales  Agt.  UTICA,  J.  J.  Town.  Sales  Agt.  ALBANY.  W.  G.  Morton.  Sales  Agt. 

DETROIT,  W.  B.  Palm.r,  SeJes  Agt,,  Hammond  Bldg.  CHICAGO,  North  Western  Fuel  Co.)  E.  L.  Hedstrom  <ZL  Co.)  S.  C.  Sohonok. 

■IL  W  AUKEE,  Milwaukee- Western  Fuel  Co.)  North  Western  Fuel  Ce.  ST.  PAUL.  MINNEAPOLIS,  DULUTH.  SUPERIOR,  North  Western  Fuel  Ce. 

TOLEDO,  S  C.  Sohenok.  MONTREAL,  Ogdensburg  Coal  and  Towing  Co. 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COAL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

CELEBRATED  “SUSQUEHANNA”  ANTHRACITE 

GENERAL  OFFICE,  Arcade  Building,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

- OFFICES - 

NEW  YORK  Cl  TY,  No.  1  Broadway— George  H.  Bressette,  Sales  Agent.  BOSTON,  95  Milk  Street-  Spencer  T.  Williams,  Eastern  Sales  Agent. 

PHILADELPHIA,  602  Arcade  Building— Howard  W.  Perrin,  Sales  Agent.  BALTIMORE,  100  Chamber  of  Commerce  Building— C.  E.  Hitchcock,  Sales  Agent. 

CHICAGO,  1305  Old  Colony  Building  I  „  ,  „.  „  ,  ...  .  .  WILLI AMSPORT,  1,  2  and  3  Hart  Buildirg—W.  H.  Curtis,  Sales  Agent. 

ERIE  Scott  Block—  y  C.  L.  Thompson,  General  Western  Agent. 


C.  J.  WITTENBERG. 
BITUMINOUS  COAL  AND  COKE 

Commonwealth  Trust  Bldg.,  PHILADELPHIA.  Mine  Office,  Philipsburg,  Pa.  ||  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


SOMERSET  COAL  COMPANY 

SOMERSET  SMOKELESS  COAL 

ANNUAL  CAPACITY  -  2.000,000  TONS 

General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices,  Boston.  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents,  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives.  SANDERS  &  CO.,  LONDON 


POSTAL  NOTICE  OF  SHIPMENT  IS  SENT  DIRECT  FROM  Sole  Distributers 

HOWARD  WHITE  ASH  COAL  Mrirlft!J!S.50- 

TRADE  mark  Union  Trust  Bldg.  CINCINNATI 

HOWARD  COLLIERY  CO.,  CH 4TTAR0Y,  AND  GUARANTEES  GENUINENESS  Mines  at  Chattaroy  W.  Va.,  on  N.  &  W.  Ry. 


// 
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most  carefully 


Prepared  Coal 

Empire  Lump 


A  “ 


i 


It  is  the  best  you 
can  sell 

Empire  Makes  Good 


>>  ^ 


PEORIA,  MARSHALLTOWN, 
DAVENPORT.  MINNEAPOLIS. 


Dickson  &  Eddy 

Scranton  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


Dickson  Eddy 

17  Battery  Place,  NEW  YORK 

- BRANCH  OFFICES - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 
OSWEGO,  NEW  YORK 
UTICA,  NEW  YORK 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 
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KEYSTONE  COAL  $t  COKE  CO.  kssw* 

Westmoreland  Gas,  Greensburg  Steam  and  Miller  Vein  Smithing  Coals 

MANUFACTURER#  »F 

Connellsville  Coke  —  Foundry,  Furnace  and  Crushed — Individual  Cars 

General  Offices:  GREENSBURG,  PA.  Offices:  NEW  YORK,  BOSTON,  PHILADELPHIA,  BALTIMORE,  PITTSBURG  and  CLEVELAND 


SMOKELESS  FUEL  CO.  c““le' l 

New  River  and  Pocahontas  Coal  and  Coke  Foundry  Coke.  * 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO,  8T.  LOUIS,  CINCINNATI,  RIOHMOND,  VA.  AND  LONDON,  E.  C.  I 


A  TEXT-BOOK  OF  COAL  MINING 

HERBERT  W  HUGHES 

Revised  and  Enlarged.  694  illustration*.  563  pages.  8vo.  Cloth,  $7.00,  net. 


This  is  a  new  revised  edition,  and  the  size  of  the  volume  has 
been  increased  to  accommodate  the  new  matter  dealing  with 
compound  and  electrical-winding  engines  and  with  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  central  condensation  stations.  Nearly  two  hundred  illus¬ 
trations  have  been  added.  The  work  is  intended  for  colliery 


managers  and  all  who  desire  to  go  into  the  subject  exhaustively. 
Contents  —  Geology.  Coal.  Search  for  Coal.  Breaking 
Ground.  Sinking.  Preliminary  Operations.  Methods  of  Work¬ 
ing.  Hauling.  Winding.  Pumping.  Ventilation.  Lighting. 
Works  at  Surface.  Preparation  of  Coal  for  Market. 


FOR  SALE  BY  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


The  C.  REISS  COAL  CO. 

SHIPPERS  OF 

Anthracite  and  Bituminous 

coal 

.  SHEBOYGAN.  WISCONSIN 

Docks:  Sheboygan,  Wis.  Manitowoc,  Wls.  Ashland,  Wis.  Escanaba,  Mich. 


Peabody  Coal  Co. 

Offices:  American  Trust  Bldg. 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 


(  Harrison  4000 
TELEPHONES  ]  Harrison  4001 
C  Automatic  4000 

Illinois  Collieries  Company 

PRODUCERS  OF 

ILLINOIS  COAL 

mines  at  Virden,  Auburn,  Chatham,  Girard, 

Sorento,  Litchfield  and  Springfield,  Ill. 

General  Office,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

205  Railway  Exchange 


Going  to  Buy  or  Sell  a  Coal  Yard? 

Tell  your  desires  through  our  Wanted  and  For  Sale  Department. 

It’s  the  easiest  way  to  get  in  communication  with  people.  The 
rate  is  4  cents  per  word. 


BRAZIL  BLOCK  COAL  CO. 


4.  h.  McClelland,  Prea. 
Brazil,  Ind. 


Miners  and  Shippers 


CHICACO  OFFICE: 

Old  Colony  Bldg 

DERING  COAL  CO., 
General  Sales  Agent. 


BRAZIL  BLOCK 


J.  W.  SLATTERY,  Seo’yTrMR. 
Brazil,  Ind. 


MINES  AND  MAIN  OFFICE: 

BRAZIL,  IND. 

Telephone  No,  18 
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me  LEHIGH  VALLEY  COAL  COMPANY 


Medal  Awarded  The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Company,  Faria  Exposition,  1000. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 
OF  ANTHRACITE  COAL 

From  the  Wyoming,  Hazleton,  Maha.noy  nnd 
SCHUYLKILL  REGIONS 

Agents  for 

Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Hazleton,  Cross 
Creek,  and  Lattimer  Coals 

Also  Agents  for  the  G.  B.  Markle  &  Company's 
Sa:J-e-  of  ^ Jeddo  and  Highland  Coals 

Ample  facilities  for  storing  and  shipping  coal  at  Perth  Amboy,  Buffalo, 
Canastota,  North  Fair  Haven,  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Superior. 


Medal  Awarded  Th.  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Company,  Paris  Exposition,  190*% 


WM.  H.  SAYRE,  First  Vice-President,  J.  W.  SKEELE,  General  Seles  Agent, 


143  Liberty  Street  •  •  NEW  YORK. 


WM.  S.  WOLLE,  General  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 

143  Liberty  Street,  NEW  YORK. 
H.  P.  MYERS,  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 

141  Milk  Street,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
F.  P.  RYDER,  Southern  Sales  Agent, 

228  S.  Third  St,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
LEO  A.  STEM,  Line  Sales  Agent, 

L.  V.  R.  R.  Building,  SO.  BETHLEHEM,  PA. 


A.  H.  SCHWARZ,  Sales  Agent, 

Gridley  Building,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 
J.  S.  HAMILTON,  General  Northern  Sales  Agent, 

Fidelity  Trust  Building,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
E.  M.  PLATT,  General  Western  Sales  Agent, 

Western  Union  Building,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 
W.  F.  ALDENDERFER,  Northwestern  Sales  Agent, 

Endicott  Building,  ST.  PAUL,  MINN. 


J.  M.  FISKE,  JR.,  Sales  Agent,  Loan  &  Trust  Building,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


Dan’l  F.  Connor, 

WHITNEY  *  KEMMERER, 

SALES  AGENT. 

MINUS  AND  SHIPPUS  OP 

143  Liberty  Street, 

NEW  YORK. 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  COALS 

OFFICES  I 
Reading  Terminal, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Electric  Building, 

Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 
141  Milk  Street, 

Boston,  Maas. 


BERWIND-WHITE  COAL  MINING  COMPANY 

MINBRM  AND  eHIPPERU  OP  TH® 

Kurekft  Bituminous  Coal 

Berwind’s  New  River  and  Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coal 

I  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK.  BETZ  BUILDING,  BROAD  ST.  &  S.  PENN.  SQUARE,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.  50  CONGRESS  ST.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

FISHER  BUILDING,  CHICAGO.  H.  T.  WILSON  COAL  CO.,  DETROIT  AGENTS. 

An  Unexcelled  Fuel  for  Steamships  and  Locomotives,  Manufactories,  Rolling  Mllis,  Class  Works, 

Brick  and  Lime  Burning,  Coke,  and  for  the  Manufacture  of  Steel,  Iron,  etc. 

Shlpplii  Whines:  Philadelphia,  Greenwich  Point,  Newport  lews  and  Norfolk,  Va.  Baltimore :  Canton  Piers.  New  Yorfc:  Enrefca  Pier.  Harslmns  (Slith  Street),  Jersey  City,  I.  J. 


BLACK,  SHERIDAN.  WILSON  COMPANY  MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 

BIG  VEIN  GEORGES  CREEK  COAL  "MINED  IN  MARYLAND” 

The  Standard  for  Steam  and  Smithing  BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND 


HAROLD  ELDR1DGE,  President 


PLYMOUTH  ANTHRACITE 


C.  A.  EASTMAN,  Vice-President 


GENUINE 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY 
COAL 


Eldridce  Coal  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


ALL  GRADES  OF 
DOMESTIC  AND 
STEAM  COAL 
PROMPT  SHIPMENTS 


General  Offices 

215  DEARBORN  STREET 
CHICAGO 


(  Elston  Ave.  and  C.  &.  N.  W.  Ry. 
Storage  Yards  ]  47th  St.  and  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  Ry. 

(  III.  Central,  foot  of  So.  Water  St. 


NORTHWEST  OFFICE 
903  Lumber  Exchange  Bldg.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

WALTER  G.  SPACE,  Northwestern  Sales  Agent 
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FAIRMONT  COAL  COMPANY 


GAS 

STEAM 

DOMESTIC 


COAL — FAIRMONT — COKE 


FOUNDRY 

FURNACE 

CRUSHED 


General  Offices,  Continental  Trust  Bldg.,  Baltimore  F.  W.  WILSHIRE,  General  Manager  of  Sales,  1  Broadway,  New  York 

Branch  Offices.  Boston.  New  York.  Philadelphia.  Baltimore,  Washington.  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Agents.  NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO.  Foreign  Representatives.  SANDERS  &  CO.,  LONDON 


HUGHES  CREEK  COAL  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Hughes  Creek,  W.  Va.  Splint 

JNO.vW.  MOORE,  General  Manager 

Mines  K.  &  M.  R.y„  Hugheston,  W.  Va. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

MINE  AGENT  FOR 

BITUMINOUS  AND 

ANTHRACITE 


COAL 


DAYTON.  QHIO 


PEALE,  PEACOCK  &  KERR 


of  New  Yoric,  Colliery  Owners. 


ANTHRACITE  and  BITUMINOUS. 


Rembrandt  Peale.  President, 
John  W.  Peale,  Oen.  Mfr. 

J.  H.  Lumley,  Treasurer, 

H  W.  Henry,  Traffic  Manager. 
A.  S.  Murphy,  M<r.  S.  S.  Dept. 


No.  1  Broadway, 
NEW  YORK. 


$ 


E.  E.  Walling,  Oen.  Sale!  Agt. 
W.  S.  Wallace,  Secretary. 

North  American  Bldg., 
. PHILADELPHIA. 


TIDEWATER  COAL  CO.  sTanawha  AcoalAL 


Telephone  4692  Rector 


I  BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Bayard  N.  Cole,  Gen’l  Manager 


Commercial  Coal  Mining  Co, 


Miner*  and  Snippers  of 


STAR  and  “SUGAR  LOAF” 
Bituminous  Coal 


INDIVIDUAL  CARS 


Main  Office 

Arcade  Building,  Philadelphia 


New  York  Office 

W.C.  Mason  4  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway 


Black,  Field  4  Emmons  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

“GARRETT” 

Somerset  County  (Pat.)  Smokeless  Coals 

Office,  1  Broadway.  NEW  YORK  MEYERSDALE.  PA. 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


M.  T.  ROACH,  PRESIDENT 


E.  P.  MUCKLOW,  SECY.  AND  TREA8. 


R.  H.  RICHARDSON.  GEN.  MANAGER 


NEW  RIVER-KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

(CONTROLLING  ITS  OWN  MINBS) 

PRODUCING 

Kanawha  Splint  Steam  and  Gas  Coals 
New  River  Smokeless  Mine  Run,  Lump  and  Egg  Coals 
Celebrated  “Black  Band”  and  “Blue  Creek” 

Domestic  and  Malleable  Splint  Coals 
New  River  and  Kanawha  Coke 


CHICAGO 

O.  M.  WOODWARD.  Mfr. 

Marquette  Bldg. 

Rooms  1 026- 1 027 


General  Offices:  CHARLESTON,  W.  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  E.  F.  Smith,  Mgr. 

Mutual  Bldg.,  Room  910. 

CINCINNATI 

Tidewater  and  Export  Agents  *.  b.  pultz,  M«r. 

New  River  Consolidated  Coal  4  Coke  Cs„  Boston,  Mass.  Unlori*Ioms  uof'io 


Mention  Tar  luxz  DlAarcars  when  writing  advertiser*. 


40 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[June  27 


Mead  Morrison  Manufacturing  Co. 

Cambridge  “A”  Boston,  Mass. 

New  York,  N.  Y.  Chicago,  Ill. 


COMPLETE  UNLOADING  AND  COAL  HANDLING  PLANTS. 

CABLE  RAILWAYS,  McCASLIN  CONVEYORS, 
AUTOMATIC  GRABS  and  all  kinds  of  HOISTING  MACHINERY 


Catalogue  “E”  Hoisting  Machinery 
Catalogue  “G”  Swinging  Engines 
Catalogue  No.  14  Coal  Handling  Machinery 
PITTSBURGH  OFFICE.  1806  MACHESNEY  BLDG. 


ILLINOIS  COAL  OPERATORS  MUTUAL  EM¬ 
PLOYERS  LIABILITY  INSURANCE  CO. 

1110  FISHER  BUILDING.  CHICAGO 


Insurance  at  cost.  No  commissions.  No  profits.  Avoid¬ 
able  accidents  prevented.  A  free  mine  inspection  service 
such  as  no  other  company  attempts  to  render.  Con¬ 
trolled  by  policy-holders.  Board  composed  of  represent¬ 
ative  coal  mine  operators.  Correspondence  solicited. 

Write  ior  literature  Tel.  Harrison  6708 


JEFFREY 

Wire  Cabbie  or  Chain 

CAR.  HAULS 

For  long  distance  the  Wire  Cable  Haul  costs  less  to  install  and  is  more 
efficient,  serviceable,  and  economical  than  any  other  type.  This 
form  of  Haul  is  successful  only  when  our  patented  adjustable  sheaves 
are  used.  These  compensate  stretch  in  the  cable  and  avoid  the 
necessity  for  respacing  the  blocks. 

The  Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  U. S.  A. 

New  York  Chicago  Boston  Pittsburg  Denver 

Charleston  W.  Va.  Knoxville  St.  Louis  Montreal 


A.  D.  COOK 

Manufacturer  of 
Improved 

TUBE  WELL 
SUPPLIES 

COOK’S  PATENT 

Tube  Well  Strainers 
And  Steam  Pomps 

A  SPECIALTY. 

LAWRENCEBURCJND. 


REGISTERED 


“CAST  IRON  SPLINT” 

44  DOMESTIC  LUMP” 

No  other  size  or  grade  to  offer.  Orders  filled  promptly. 

Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Company, 

G.  M.  WOODWARD,  _ 

M.rquelte  Bldg.,  Chieago^lffi  J.  W.  DAWSON,  Gen’l  Mgr.  Ward  P.  0.,  W.  Va. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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KANAWHA  FUEL  COMPANY 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Cabin  Creek  Splint  Pocahontas  and  New  River  75  Mines  on  the  c.&o. 

_.  ...  _  \  .  ,  w  .  w  and  K-  &  Railways,  with  An- 

Big  Vein  Cumberland  Thin  Vein-Youghioghenv  nuai  capacity  of  3,000,000  Tons. 

Dock  Facilities  for  500,000  Tons.  Western  Agents  for  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  Coal 

GENERAL  OFFICES,  MILWAUKEE 

ABE  S.  AUSTIN,  President  A.  T.  AUSTIN,  Vice-President  PERCY  BRAMAN  Sec. -Trees. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COAL  AND  SUPPLY  CO. 

Pitts  ton*  Anthracit«dS  Coal=Bulldlng  Material,  A|1 

211  GRAND  AVENVE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.  DOCKS  ON  ALL  ROADS 


NORTHWESTERN  FUEL  CO  ,  exclu^iveSsh!ppers 


“Scranton”  Anthracite  “Fairmont”  Coal  and  Coke 

“Ocean”  Smokeless,  “Georges  Creek”  Smithing 
“Somerset”  and  Hocking  Valley  Coal 


COVERED  WHARVES: 

Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and  Milwaukee 


ALL-RAIL  FACILITIES- CHICAGO 


Yearly  Storage  and  Shipping  Capacity, 
3,000,000  Tons 


General  Office :  Pioneer  Press  Building,  St.  Paul  Milwaukee  Office:  Planklnton  Building  Chicago  Office:  Fisher  Building 


I 

Do  Not  ! 

Porget  to  Mention  The  E 

Mack  Diamond  when  writing  to  Advertisers 

“  C  O  A  I 

.  MINING” 

By  ROBERT  PEEL 

Complete  350  page  Text  Book  on  Coal  Mining,  containing  over  One  Hundred  Illustrations. 
The  following  Index  will  give  an  idea  of  the  Scope  of  this  Work: 


Bracehead,  62. 

Brakes  for  winding  engines,  277. 
Brattice,  217. 

Broadbent’s  safety  cage,  272. 
Brown  coal,  24. 

Cables,  switches,  300. 

Cages,  264. 

Candles,  233. 

Cannel  coal,  26. 

Capell  fan,  227. 

Carbon  dioxide,  200. 

—  monoxide,  202. 

—  oxide,  202. 

Carbonic  acid  gas,  200. 

Gray  lamp.Carboniferous  formation,  11, 18. 

—  limestone,  12. 


Accidents  in  Mines,  323. 

Adit-level,  279. 

After-damp,  203. 

Air,  distribution  of,  in  mines,  206. 

—  properties  of,  196. 

—  quantity  required  in  mines,  197. 

—  vitiation  of,  in  mines,  198. 

Air-crossings,  208. 

Air-ways,  217. 

Ambulance  work,  838. 

Ammonite,  114. 

Anemometer,  281. 

Ankylostomiasis,  332. 

Anthracite,  26. 

Anticlinal  curve,  22. 

Ashworth  -  Hepplewhite 

241. 

Atmosphere,  composition  of  the,  195.Carbonite,  116. 


—  weight  of  the,  190. 
Atmospheric  pressure,  192. 
Atmospheric  steam  brake,  272. 

Balks,  39,  91. 

Bar  machines,  163. 

Barometer,  191,  228. 

Basset  edge,  21. 

Bellite,  116. 

Bituminous  coal,  26. 

Blackett’s  conveying  system,  166. 
Blasting,  107. 

—  in  fiery  mines,  108. 

—  safety  regulations  for,  117. 

— •  stone  drifts,  96. 

Bonneted  Clanny  lamp,  238. 

—  Mueseler  lamp,  239. 

Bord  and  pillar,  121. 


Carburetted  hydrogen,  198. 
Cartridges,  110. 

Cement,  powdered,  71. 
Centrifugal  fans,  225. 
Chain-cutting  machines,  164. 
Chains  for  winding,  266. 

Chisel  in  boring,  53. 

Circulation  of  air  in  mines,  211. 
Circumferentor,  338. 

Clanny  lamp,  236. 

Cleat  or  slyne,  30. 

Clinometer,  21. 

Coal,  annual  output,  16. 

— •  basins,  16. 

— ■  measures,  13,  19. 

—  methods  of  working,  120. 

—  mode  of  occurrence,  27. 

— •  origin  of,  13. 


Bord  and  pillar  and  longwall,  com —  pillars,  size  of,  123. 


parison  of,  146. 

Boreholes,  deep,  69. 

—  lining,  66. 

— ■  position  of,  171. 

Bore-rods,  62. 

Borers,  102,  306. 

Boring,  47. 

— •  appliances,  171. 

—  cost  of,  69. 

—  places,  arrangement  of,  169. 
Boring  precautions,  172. 

—  special  methods  of,  67. 

— ■  tools  used  in,  49. 


—  uses  of,  26. 

— •  varieties  of,  23. 
Coal-cutters,  types  of,  168. 
Coal-cutting,  167,  308. 
Coal-dust,  danger  from,  326. 
Coal-fields,  concealed,  16. 
Coal-picks,  99. 

Cockfield  Dyke,  39. 
Combustion,  177,  196. 
Conductors  in  the  shaft,  260. 
Conveyance  of  coal,  246. 

- by  endless  chain,  165. 

- by  engines,  254. 


- by  horses,  262. 

—  - - by  inclines,  262. 

- by  men,  261. 

Costeaming,  47. 

Creep,  126. 

Creosoting  timber,  93. 

Cribs,  64. 

Crow’s-foot,  65. 

Dahmenite,  116. 

Dams,  174. 

Davy  lamp,  236. 

Depth  of  mines,  45. 

— ■  workable,  43. 

Detaching  hooks,  270. 

Dial  indicator,  278. 

Diamond  cutting  machine,  162. 
Dip  of  strata,  20. 

Disc  machines,  161. 

Doors  in  mines,  208. 
Double-road  stall,  161. 

Drainage  of  mines,  278. 

Drawing  arrangements,  269. 
Drifts,  exploring,  167. 

Drills,  102,  306. 

Drums  for  winding,  274. 

Dumpy  level,  343. 

Dykes,  37. 

Dynamite,  113. 

Electric  blasting,  108. 

— ■  cables,  switches,  300. 

—  coal  cutting,  308. 

—  drilling,  306. 

— ■  hauling.  310. 

—  lamps,  239,  302, 

—  lighting,  302. 

—  motors,  298. 

—  pumping,  808. 

—  signals,  267,  304. 

—  systems,  297. 

Electrical  committee  report,  302. 

—  terms,  312. 

Electricity  for  shots,  78,  306. 

—  in  mining,  296. 

Electronite,  116. 

Endless  chain  haulage,  258. 

—  rope  haulage,  256. 

Energy,  definition  of,  186. 
Explosions  in  mines,  325. 


Explosives,  107. 

—  composition  of,  112. 

Falls  in  mines,  329. 

Faults,  30. 

Fire-damp,  180,  326. 

- detectors,  240. 

Fires,  to  extinguish,  176. 

Flame  extinguishers,  116. 
Flameless  explosives,  114. 

Forcing  pumps,  underground,  288, 
— ■  sett,  285. 

Formations,  coal  in  other,  19. 
Fossils,  9. 

Frames,  pit-head,  268. 

Friction  of  air,  211.  _ 

Furnace  for  ventilation,  223. 

Ganister,  18. 

Garforth’s  detector,  241. 

Gas  coal,  25. 

Gateroads,  140,  163. 

Gebhardt’s  freezing  process,  71. 
Geology,  value  of,  7. 

Gillett  &  Copley  machine,  162. 

Gin,  259. 

Gob-fires,  156. 

Graphite,  26. 

Guibal  fan,  226. 

Guide-tube  in  boring,  51. 

Guides  in  the  shaft,  260. 
Gunpowder,  112. 

Gunter’s  chain,  338. 

Hade  of  a  fault,  32. 

Hammers,  101. 

Hand-boring  machines,  104. 
Hang-fire  shots,  117. 

Haulage,  systems  of,  265,  310. 
Head-gear  for  boring,  49. 
Heapstead,  814. 

Heat,  181. 

—  general  effects  of,  183. 

—  mechanical  equivalent  of,  189. 

—  sources  of,  183. 

—  specific,  182. 

—  transmission  of,  182. 

—  unit  of,  181. 

Holing,  160. 

Horse-power,  187. 


Horse  whim  or  gin,  259. 

Hurd  coal-cutter,  164. 

Hydraulic  wedges,  119. 

Hydrogen  sulphide,  202. 
Hygrometer,  230. 

Ireland,  coal  in,  16. 

Iron  supports  for  roads,  94. 

Jeffrey  disc  machine,  163. 

Jigger  screens,  319. 

Keps,  267. 

Kick-ups,  316. 

Kind-Chaudron  process,  84. 

Koepe  system  of  winding,  278. 
Kynite,  116. 

Ladders,  260. 

Lamps,  open,  233. 

— safety,  233. 

Levelling,  342. 

Levels,  main,  88. 

—  through  stone,  96. 

Lift  and  force  pump,  294. 
Lifting-dog,  65. 

Lifting  sett,  281. 

Lighting  of  mines,  233,  802. 

Lignite,  24. 

Lime  cartridges,  119. 

Liveing’s  patent  gas  indicator,  241. 
Loading  and  firing,  107. 

Loading  coal,  316. 

Load  on  engines,  equalizing,  275. 
Longwall,  121,  137. 

Loose-needle  surveying,  339. 

Machine  rock  drills,  106. 

Main  and  tail  rope  haulage,  265. 
Main  rope  haulage,  255. 

Marsaut  lamp,  239. 

Marsh-gas,  199. 

Methyl  hydrite,  198. 

Millstone  grit,  12. 

Miners’  dial,  838. 

Morgan-Gardner  cutter,  165. 
Mountain  limestone,  12. 

Mueseler  lamp,  238. 

Multiple  wedge,  119. 

Nip-outs,  40. 


Nitro-glycerine,  119. 

Normal  fault,  36. 

Occluded  gases,  205. 

Ormerod’s  hook,  271. 

Outcrop,  21. 

—  headings  or  drifts,  46. 

Overlap  fault,  86. 

Overwinding,  prevention  ef,  269. 

Packwalls,  139. 

Peat,  24. 

Peiler  lamp,  240. 

Picking  coal,  318. 

Picks,  98. 

Pillar  and  stall,  120. 

Pillars,  removing  of,  180. 
Pitbank,  314. 

Plans  of  mines,  836. 

Plotting  of  surveys,  341. 
Poetsch’s  freezing  method,  70. 
Post  and  stall,  120. 

Prospecting,  41. 

Pump,  action  of  the,  193. 
Pumping  water,  281,  309. 

Pumps,  capacity  of,  289. 

Railways,  underground,  260. 
Rescue  stations,  336. 

Reversed  fault,  36. 

Revolving  tables,  820. 

Roads,  arching,  94. 

—  opening  out  main,  159. 
Robinson  washer,  321. 

Roburite,  116. 

Rocking-lever,  61. 

Rocks,  age  of,  10. 

—  aqueous,  9. 

—  groups  and  formations,  11. 

—  igneous,  8. 

—  sedimentary,  9. 

—  stratified,  8. 

—  unstratified,  8. 

Rolls,  40. 

Ropes  for  winding,  264. 

Safety  cages,  272. 


Price  $2.00 


FOR  SALE  BY 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND,  1150  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Chicago,  Ill. 
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THE  BEACH  DIAMOND. 


The  Jeffrey 

Centrifugal  Mine  Fan 

Develops 

Larger  volume  at  low  speeds  and 
Larger  capacities  against  high  gauges 

Than  any  other  Fan  made. 

The  curved  steel  vanes  discharge  the  air  in  a  true 
radial  direction  and  the  conical  scoops  prevent  the  air 
gushing  from  the  inlet. 

A  steel  casing  extending  to  the  ground  line  eliminates 
the  large  amount  of  masonry  usually  required  with  fan 
installations. 

We  build  Electric  Locomotives  for 

Mine  and  Industrial  Haulage. 

Complete  Mine  and  Tipple  Equipments.  Wire  Cable  and  Chain  Car- 
hauls,  “Century”  Rubber  Belt  Conveyers,  Bucket  Elevators,  etc. 

The  Jeffrey  Mfg.  Company 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

New  York  Chicago  Boston  St.  Louis  Montreal 

Denver  Pittsburgh  Charleston  Knoxville 


Goodman  Gathering  Locomotives 

Made  in  Several  Styles,  most  Popular  of  which  are  the  Types  1600  and  2600 


Built  to  run  wherever  a  mine  car  will  j£o,  and  arranged  especially  for  quick  hand¬ 
ling,  they  meet  every  requirement  for  rapid  and  efficient  work  in  fathering  service. 


Goodman  Type  2600  Gathering  Locomotive 

USE  IMO  MULES  MAKE  YOUR  HAULAGE  WHOLLY  MECHANICAL 

Send  for  Bulletin  601-13  whioti  shows  the  way  to  do  it 

GOODMAN  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 

BRANCH  OFFICES  AND  \  Pittsburg,  Pa.-2324  Farmers  Bank  Bldg. 

SALFS  AC.FNCIfO  Charleston,  W.  Va.-  402  Coyle  &  Richardson  Bldg. 

(  Knoxville,  Tenn. —  309  Vandeventer  Bldg. 


Nashville,  Tenn.— Stahlman  Bldg. 
Birmingham,  Ala.— 738  First  Nat.  Bank  Bldg. 
St.  Louis,  Mo.— 66  Laclede  Bldg. 


Denver,  Colo. — Lindrooth,  Shubart&Co.,  Boston  Bldg 
Australasia — Richa'd  A.  Hervey,  Sidney,  N.  S.  W. 


E  q  u  i  p  ped  with 
the  GOODMAN 

Patent  Automat¬ 
ic  Cable  Reel 


Special  Designs 
—not  Adapta¬ 
tions  of  Regular 
Haulage  Types 


Mention  Ths  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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HOISTING  and  HAULING  ENGINES 
VENTILATING  FANS 


Mine  owners  appreciate  equipment  that 
costs  nothing  for  repairs,  long  after  it  has  paid 
for  itself  and  made  chunks  of  money  for  the 
owner  too.  We  build  work  that  stands  up  un¬ 
der  severe  service  for  a  business  lifetime  and 
then  some. 


ESTABLISHED  THIRTY- 
NINE  YEARS 

-  Catalog - 

Crawford  &,  McCrimmon  Co. 

BRAZIL,  INDIANA,  U.  S.  A. 


3* 


CHRISTY  BOX  CAR  LOADER  CO. 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


Christy  Loaders 

represent 

proven  practicability! 

They 

please  the  particular! 


Pennsylvania  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Co. 


M1NER8  AND  SHIPPERS  OP 


High  Grade  Steamship,  Factory  and  Rolling  Mill  Fuel 


And 


WEBSTER 

PARDEE 

ARCADIA 


BITUMINOUS  COAL 


CALLITZIN  FURNACE  AND  FOUNDRY  COKE 


Capacity  o!  Mines  over  5,000,000  Tons  Annually 


Owners  and  Operators  of  the  Port  Liberty  Docks,  New  York  Harbor 


NEW  YORK 
17  Battery  Place 


PHILADELPHIA 
Land  Title  Building 


BOSTON 
141  Milk  Street 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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Genuine 

Thacker 


the  “Ge^e.„ 


HIGH 

IN 

CARBON 


THERE’S  A  REASON 
Trade  Mark 


LOW 

IN 

ASH 


There  are  many  so-called  Thacker  Coals  offered,  but 
the  Genuine  Thacker  mined  by  the  Thacker  Coal  & 

Coke  Co.  is  sold  only  by 

The  Thacker  Co. 

P.  H.  BENEDICT,  Otucnd  Ante*  Agent 

805=810  Union  Trust  Bldg.,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


S.  Dixon,  President  W.  F.  Smith,  Gen’l  Mgr.  of  Saies  J.  W.  Smiley,  Sec’y  &  Treas 

WHITE  OAK 


COAL  CO. 


Union  Trust 
Building 

Cincinnati 


33  Mines— Daily  Capacity  25,000  Tons  Coal — 550  Tons  Coke. 


MINES 

MACDONALD  COLLIERY  CO. 

SUGAR  CREEK  COAL  4  COKE  CO. 
WHITE  OAK  FUEL  CO.,  1-2-3-4  and  5. 
MABSCOTT  COAL  AND  COKE  CO. 
STUART  COLLIERY  CO.  1  and  2. 
COLLINS  COLLIERY  CO.  1  and  2. 
PRUDENCE  COAL  CO. 

HARVEY  COAL  4  COKE  CO. 

DIXON  POCAHONTAS  FUEL. 

GREAT  KANAWHA  COLLIERY  CO. 
CRANBERRY  FUEL  CO. 


MINES 

PRICE  HILL  FUEL  CO. 

DUNN  LOOP  COAL  4  COKE  CO. 

1  and  2. 

BECKLEY  COAL  4  COKE  CO. 

EUREKA  COLLIERY  CO. 

PINEY  RIVER  4  PAINT  CREEK  RAIL¬ 
ROAD  CO. 

PRICE  HILL  COLLIERY  CO. 

WHITE  OAK  RAILWAY  CO. 

MOSSY  COAL  4  LAND  CO. 

DILLON  COAL  4  LAND  CO. 


Secret  and  Pro= 
tective  Service 

FURNISHED 

Coal  Operators, 

Manufacturers,  Banking 
Interests,  and  All  Other 
Corporations. 

Representatives  in  All 
Parts  of  the  World. 


JOHN  BOLAND.  President 
ROBT.  J.  FERNS. 

Vice-President  and  General  Manager, 
New  York 


NEW  YORK  OFFICE: 

ISO  Broadway 


The 

Mooney 

and 

Boland 

Detective 

Agency 

FUMED  1870 

Chicago  Stock 

Exchange  Bldg. 

CHICAGO 


WM.  J.  SUTHERLAND, 
Vice-President  and 
Gen.  Mgr.  Western  Division 


The  ethics  of  the  legal 
profession  govern  us  in  all 
transactions. 


M 


What  Pleases  the 
Old  Fellow  So? 

That’s  easy.  He  ordered 
a  car  each  of  our 

WINIFREDE  SPLINT 
ACME  SOOTLESS 
AND  HOOSIER  CHUNKS 

And  they  gave  such  eminent  sat¬ 
isfaction  to  his  trade,  he’s  been 
wearing  the  everlasting  ha-ha 
ever  since. 

You  certainly  hand  yourself  a 
winner  when  you  begin  selling 
these  famous  coals. 

In  preparation,  price  and  profit 
they  cannot  be  beaten.  Write  for 
prices  and  try  a  sample  car. 
You’ll  want  more. 

Hostler  Coal  4  Coke  Co. 

355  Dearborn  Street 
CHICAGO 

3 


Your  Advertisement 
in  The  Black  Diamond 

Will  be  read  by  nearly  every  retail 
dealer  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  It  will  also  be  read  by 
the  purchasing  agents  of  the  large 
manufacturing  concerns.  To  show 
you  the  class  of  people  that  read 
The  Black  Diamond,  we  take  the 
first  six  names  (in  Chicago)  of 
large  coal  consuming  firms  from 
our  subscription  list.  We  find  the 
InternaLtioneLl  Harvester  Co. 

Am.  Steel  &  Wire  Co. 

Chice-go  City  Ry.  Co. 

Chicago  Edison  Co, 
Inland  Steel  Co. 

Armour  S,  Co. 
The  purchasing  agents  of  these 
concerns,  and  many  others  of  like 
nature,  read  The  Black  Diamond 
regularly  and  they  PAY  $3.00  per 
year  for  it.  They  are  not  sent  as 
®  “Sample”  copies.  Free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  paper  makes  it  of  very 
little  value  to  an  advertiser..  That 
is  one  reason  why  advertising  in 
The  Black  Diamond  pays.  There 
are  no  free  copies  or  "complimen¬ 
tary”  subscriptions.  Every  copy 
printed  is  read,  and  one  copy  of  a 
paper  that  is  read  is  of  more  value 
to  an  advertiser  than  a  dozen 
copies  of  a  paper  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  waste  basket  inside  the 
wrapper  in  which  it  wa»  mailed. 
If  you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of 
your  coals  before  the  trade  you 
can  find  no  better  or  more  eco¬ 
nomical  medium  than  The  Black 
Diamond.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  quote  you  rates.  If  interested 
address 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

New  York:  Chicago: 

42  Broadway.  1150-55  Old  Colony  Bldg. 

Pittsburg:  Cincinnati: 

Commonwealth  Bldg.  117  E.  7th  st. 


New  River  and  Pocahontas  Smokeless.  Kanawha  Splint. 
“Eureka  Block.”  No  2  Kanawha  Gas  Coal. 

Furnace  and  Foundry  Coke. 

WHITE  OAK  COAL  CO. 

CINCINNATI 

_ 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


No.  26] 


THE  BEACH  DIAMOND 


45 


Practical  Coal  Mining 

^  vc  By  T .  H  .  COCHIN  'C  >C  'C  v^ 


This  is  a  practical  book  specially  written  for  the  use  of  students  and  those  qualifying 
for  First  or  Second  Class  Colliery  Managers'  Certificates.  It  has  over  200  entirely  new  illustra¬ 
tions  and  map  and  428  pages. 


$2.50 


Winding 

Haulage 

Pumping 

Surface  ArrangemaoM 
Coke  Making 
Accidents 
Electricity 


Price,  $2.50 


Geology 

Structure  of  Stratified  Rock 

Coal  and  Coal  Fields 

Search  for  Coal 

Sinking 

Opening  Out 

Miners*  Tools 


AMONQ  THE  SUBJECTS  TREATED 
ARE  THE  FOLLOWING 

SENT  C.  O.  D.  SUBJECT  TO  EXAMINATION. 


Price, 


Explosives 
Methods  of  Work 
Working  by  Longwall 
Methods  o  f  Working  by  Pillar 
and  Stall 

Special  Methods  of  Work 
Timbering 


Coal  Cutting  by  Machinery 

Mechanics 

Steam 

Gases 

Ventilation 

Instruments 

Lighting 


. . -  ,  —  ■  ■  :  FOR  5ALE  BY  — . -  — ~r 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND,  1150=1155  Old  Colony  Building,  CHICAGO 


Fairbanks,  Morse  C  o  • 


Construction  Dept. 

Chicago,  111. 

Designers  *nd  Builders  of 

Fast  Unloading  Towers,  with  or  without  cable 
railway.  Storing  and  Reclaiming  Bridges, 
Screening  and  Shipping  Pockets,  etc. 

Write  for  information  concerning  the  many  suc¬ 
cessful  plants  we  have  built. 


Mention  the  Black  Diamond. 


A  Weekly  Review  of  Events  iu  Railway  Circles. 

The  Most  Widely  Quoted  Railroad  Publication  in  the  United  State*. 

Read  by  Bankers,  Investors,  and  the  Higher  Railway  Official*. 

Subscription,  $4.00  per  Year,  in  Advance.  Foreign,  $5.00 

Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

RAILWAY  WORLD 

ESTABLISHED  1856. 

Philadelphia  New  York 

Witherspoon  Building 

- - - - —I - u_ 


The  black  diamond  is  universally  recog¬ 
nized  AS  THE  LEADING  JOURNAL  OF  ITS 
CLASS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES.  ITS  EXTEN¬ 
SIVE  CIRCULATION  COVERS  EVERY  BRANCH  OFTHE 
COAL  INDUSTRY  EACH  WEEK. 


you  wish  to  place  the  merits  of  your  machinery 
before  the  coal  mine  operators,  mine  managers  and 
mine  superintendents  of  the  United  States,  you  should 
advertise  in 

The  Black  Diamond 

Conceded  by  the  trade  to  be  the  best  coal  journal  pub¬ 
lished.  Write  for  rates. 


Mention  Th*  TVack  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


[June  27 


Gravity  Mine  Car  Couplings 


“STEEL  DROP  FORGED” 


Patented 


Patented 


Vertical  Coupling  for  Upright  Bore  Draw  Bar 


They  work  under 
all  conditions 

Nothing  about  them 
to  get  out  of  order 

No  Springs 

Absolutely  safe 

Easy  to  Uncouple 


ORDER 

EARLY 


Write  for 
Sample  ! 


Horizontal  Coupling  for  Side  Bore  Draw  Bar 


Made  in  Three  Sizes  —  No.  1  No.  2  No.  3 

WHITE  FOR  CIRCULARS  AND  PRICES 


Gravity  Coupler  Company, 


East  Peoria, 
Illinois 


CARBONITE 


THE  NEW  EXPLOSIVE 

\ 

ABSOLUTELY  THE  SAFEST  AND  BEST 

For  use  in 

Gaseous  or  Dusty  Coal  Mines 

Write  for  further  particulars  to 


E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours 
Powder  Company 


.  .  .  Branch  Offices  .  .  . 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Berkeley,  Cal. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Chicago,  Ills. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Duluth,  Minn. 
Denver,  Colo. 
Huntington,  W.  Va. 
Houghton,  Mich. 


Hazleton,  Pa. 

Joplin,  Mo. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Portland,  Ore. 
Pittsburg,  Kan. 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Springfield,  Ills. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Seattle,  Wash, 
Spokane,  Wash. 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


Main  office-Wilmington,  Deh 


If  you  need  the  services  of  a  mine  manager, 
mine  superintendent,  pit  boss  or  a  mining 
engineer,  we  would  be  pleased  to  have  you 
communicate  with  us  as  we  have  some  of  the 
best  men  in  the  business  registered  with  us. 


If  you  can  fill  any  of  the  above  positions, 
we  can  place  you  without  much  difficulty,  as 
we  supply  men  for  a  large  number  of  the  coal 
operators  of  the  country. 

Address :  Registration  Bureau 

The  Black  Diamond 

Old  Colony  Building  Chicago 


',w 

-mt 


OUR  NEW  STEEL  CAR. 

MINE  CARS,  ORE  CARS,  STONE  CARS,  COAL 
CARS,  QUARRY  CARS,  STEEL  CARS  AND 
CAR  WHEELS  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

WRITE  FOR  OUR  CATALOG. 


IRA  E.  STEVENS,  Western  Agent,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  III. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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